
 
 

        
 
 

Library Council of Washington 
March 18, 2008 

Room 413 
Washington State Library 

Olympia, WA 
 
 

LCW PRESENT  
Benita Brown, School Libraries Deborah L. Reck, Disadvantaged 
M. Kate Burton, School Libraries   Chris Skaugset, Public Libraries Under100,000
Tim Fuhrman, Academic 2-Year  Kevin Stevens, Information and Technology  
Lillian Heytvelt, Rural Libraries Jan Walsh, Ex-Officio, State Librarian, WSL 
Elizabeth Knight, Academic 4-Year Bruce Ziegman, Public Libraries Over 100,000 
Lisa A. Oberg, Special Libraries  
  
    
WSL PRESENT 
Rand Simmons, Library Development Program Manager 
Jeff Martin, LSTA Administrator 
Anne Yarbrough, Grant/Contracts Specialist 
 
 
Welcome and Introduction of New Member 
Lisa Oberg, Chair, introduced the newest Council member, M. Kate Burton, Teacher-
Librarian from Fort Vancouver High School, Vancouver School District.  Round table 
introductions followed. 
 
Approval November 7, 2007 Meeting Notes  
Tim moved and Chris seconded that the November 7, 2007 Meeting Notes be approved.  
The minutes were approved as written. 
 
Review Meeting Agenda 
The meeting agenda was reviewed and one change was made: the Connecting Learner’s to 
Libraries (CLL) report was canceled due to illness of CLL project manager. 
 
State Librarian’s Report 
Jan provided an update to Council on: 

• Legislative Session 
o Enhancing School Library Programs passed.  It was funded at $4 per student 

($4,000,000 overall) rather than the $12 requested. 
o WSL’s $341,000 funding request for the WTBBL transition and 10.7 

(annualized) FTEs passed.   
o The 21st Century Library Resources funding for the State Board for 

Community and Technical Colleges to purchase online licenses passed. It 
was funded at $750,000 rather than the $1,500,000 requested. 



 
 
• WTBBL  

o It’s on schedule for the July 2008 transition 
o The initial interviews have been conducted for the WTBBL program manager 

position and references are now being checked. 
o Four of the 20 WTBBL staff members have signed letters of intent to stay on. 
o A memo of understanding with Seattle has been signed giving the state and 

the city two floors each in a condo-type arrangement. 
• Heritage Center 

o Continues to move forward and is still on target for completion in 2012. 
o $135 million is budgeted for the building. 
o The library will share the 3rd floor down with Archives; there will be a secured 

reading room for rare materials. 
• Washington Reads  

o The newest Washington Reads poster features Miguel Batista, a pitcher for 
the Seattle Mariners. Miguel is also an author and a poet.   

o The next poster will feature Logan Olson, a disabled young woman who 
started a magazine for young people with disabilities: 
http://www.loganmagazine.com/ 

• Letters About Literature 
o Washington State winners have been selected for each of the three age 

levels and will continue on to the national competition: 
 Level I – Grades 4-6:  McKenzie Renee Dent 
 Level II – Grades 7-8:  Jessica Jang  
 Level III – Grades 912:  Alayna Joelle Chamberland 

Becoming More Nimble: Reacting Faster to a Changing Environment  
Jan asked if our current timeline for implementing new ideas took too long, i.e., some of the 
Public Library Directors decided not to wait until 2009 for the downloadable audio books 
project to be implemented and are starting their own project without us.  After discussion, it 
was agreed that it’s really a matter of perception by the library community; we need to be 
very clear from the outset that ideas requested for the following year won’t begin until 
funding is received, approximately 12 months later, and that the first year of most projects is 
usually a planning year and involves advisory committees.   

IMLS Guidance ― A Narrowing of Focus for Use of LSTA Funding  
Jeff provided an overview on the allowable and unallowable use of LSTA funding. Use of 
LSTA funds by state libraries is limited to two specific areas: administration of the program 
(not to exceed 4% of the award) and activities in support of the six priorities (at least 96% of 
the award); activities must be focused on services and programs for the end-users, the 
people of the state (trustees, management, friends and foundations are considered a step 
removed). 

Revisiting the Council Priorities (3) 
Lisa led a brief discussion on the Council Priorities.   
 
Deborah moved and Kate seconded the following wording for Priority #3:   
 

Demonstrating how libraries educate, engage, and empower individuals, 
communities, and democratic society by providing free and equitable access to all 
types of information.   

 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 



 
The current priorities will be reviewed again later and may be replaced with the LSTA 
priorities. 

 
Filling the Vacant Special Libraries Position  
Lisa asked for volunteers for a new nominations committee to make recommendations for 
the vacant Special Libraries’ position and for the vacancies that will occur after December 
2008 when members rotate off Council.   

Assignment:  Chris, Benita, and Lillian volunteered to be on the committee.  
 
Initial Review of 2009 Ideas  
Jeff provided Council with an introduction and overview of the twelve ideas submitted.  Each 
idea was then discussed and either moved forward for consideration or dropped.  

Assignments:   
 Jeff will post the ideas to the website within the next few days. 
 Council will solicit comments from their constituents.   
 Jeff will notify those that submitted ideas that will not be considered or that 

need additional information. 
 
The ideas submitted were: 

Number Idea Name Recommendation 

09-GI-01 Online Information Portal of Library Resources Consider 

09-GI-02 Targeted Competitive Grant Cycle Consider 

09-GI-03 Targeted Competitive Innovative Technology Grants Consider 

09-GI-04 
Library 2.0 Online Class for Librarians and Library 
Support Personnel 

Do not consider as a 
project — this can be 
provided through training  

09-GI-05 
Connecting the Dots – Early Learning Systems and 
Public Libraries Consider 

09-GI-06 Washington State Literacy Clearinghouse Consider 

09-GI-07 Reading Together Consider 

09-GI-08 Join Plink.org Consider 

09-GI-09 Web 2.0 Technologies Consider 

09-GI-10 
Self-Service Library Kiosks for Serving People 
Living in Remote and Isolated Communities Consider 

09-GI-11 Public Library Outreach 

Need more detail; contact 
and give them 10 days to 
provide 

09-GI-12 
Library as Instructional Leader:  Transforming 
Pedagogy and Curriculum with Information Literacy  Consider 

 

Library Council Continuing Education: State Of School Libraries 
Kate and Benita provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding the state of school libraries.  
The bottom line is that while school libraries are essential to quality education, they are 
generally underfunded and understaffed. The passing of the Enhancing School Library 
Programs bill will begin to address these issues but it is also realized that much more work 
is needed 
 
Information Sharing and Unfinished Business 



 
Lisa referred staff to the following information in the agenda packet: 

 Library Development Summary Report 
 Update on Library Development Staffing 
 Group Services / Statewide Catalog Update 
 IMLS Primary Source Newsletter 
 2006 LSTA Annual Report   

 
Rand gave an additional update on the four Library Development vacancies, the trademark 
issues around WayFinder, and the statewide Catalog. 
 
Two copies of the 2006 LSTA annual report were made available for Council to review. 
 
Wrap Up; Items for Next Agenda 

 The next meeting is May 21, 2008 at the University of Puget Sound 
 Elizabeth will provide a CE presentation on issues in 4-year academics 
 Review, rank and, recommend the 2009 Gathering Ideas 

 
 


