e,

-

2l

vgnu

-
.

th A

o 4! —

Beventee

..

r

had







WITION wdes & Knight's Replat of Rlock 24 NANE
crionS&’ 23Twe. 3o N. RANGE L/ ®Ewm: Brock 24 TRACT OR LOT NoO 10 _—:' 20

ISCRIPTION

JORESS——PROPERTY 721 - 17th ave CONT. PURCHASER
£ OWNER X TENE ».‘ g
ICHITECT CONTRACTOR
JASEMENT | 3TORE FRONTS EXTRA_FEATURES 21 Mail-Boxaa -~
Full, 100% size None ] bl
Concrete Floor CONSTRUCTION Medium I=
| REFRIGERATION 13 Refrig. Gas
7 _Conoition: Exverior  Fair  intemor Fair  Four
) 5x|ERnn)n ' 8 MAIN SUPPORT COLUMN X FOOTING
| FOUNDAT : Frame shingles 9 First FLoor Joist B8X10 16 INcH CENTERS
Concrete | Brick Ven.Front L)L S BUILDING = =
{ only ‘ 1 (snoss lncoul $ EXPENSE § _NET _INCOM
g Qox:nlcc 'QOQ 12 DEPRECIATION: COND. [ 7_% OBSLSE. __% ECON. SuIT
s ' __Year Buit 1907 __REMODELED £

>~

/
UTURE LiFE /=
WARE FY.  Af

-

s < : *
Toilets, . ;
s | - _ . _9/21/37

LAND lNFORl
: !,l.‘ x 8
REET-—ROAD _ (
yes-n.p. - A
oewaLk O
iNDSCAPING _ Smi
8.Good ---
&vo_Statiovau

= Reg-Apt
L6 -
ad F1 =
Rf.H. 2'
' £ : i R Ty
FLOOR PLAN

‘&_rpnzzfy | s0-6-v4 |32 73/4; b oo

S —
ACEL PURCHASER | DATE | _mie no. | price T MTGE, STAMP
|
‘ }
|
!

> S F 0 M | lioea ,

This started as the story of a humble little apartment building
that has stood quietly as the city built up around it. It’s not a
landmark, or an emblem of some notable architect or style, or the site
of some major event in history. But it has been a home to countless
residents - including myself - for over one hundred years, and to me
that makes it special.




The land on which 721 17th Avenue stands is part of the Edes &
Knight’s addition, the first plat for the Central Area of Seattle. The
plat was filed with the city in 1875 by N. B. Knight and George &
Rhoda Edes, covering the area between 10th and 20th Avenues on
the west and east and Union and Cherry on the north and
south. Block 24 of the addition, in which 721 17th Ave. occupies
lots 19 and 20, was replatted in 1890.
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The Edes & Knight’s addition has a number of notable and

historically significant buildings still standing, including quite a few

#1, apartments. The cluster of apartment buildings on 17th between

"w Marion and Union, for example, were all constructed in the first

3 decade of the 20th century and designed to reflect various eclectic

, styles of the era. These buildings were noted in a city survey for
¥ significant buildings. 721 17th was not.

{ :

i

'!;, ~ The current apartment building at 721 17th Avenue (briefly 721-23
«le 17th Ave) was constructed in 1907 and named the Walcott
++~  Apartments. The building is a wood frame with a brick exterior, .
"'“  three stories (plus basement) and included 32 apartments, “modern in

all particulars.”




Walcott Apartments i
Whlch Change Owners :

ittle

)

The Walcott Apartments, at 721-25 Seventeenth Avenue, were s0ld last Friday by Evelyn Sulitvan to Frad 8. Cutier for B asniand
45,000, The building, which contains twenty-one apartments and cost $34, 000 kas just been flaished and is only parily -oocus
Med. The new owner wili change the name of the gul-dlnl to "“Cutler Cour

P aie g XU
in Summier time. You can wash them unwilingly Pay Fizoe. li :-J—dy.tieg
oy with a soothing lotion of Oil of A. Z. Erickaon, proprictor of the Jer- {)Z%tér s
mtergreen, properly. compounded. | ey’ Dajry. who' recantls eompiried s | By |

at B0c n

L]

- : Sk Ity ¢
1 Two years after construction, owner Evelyn Sullivan sold the building ?C’zqf,il
n
1

to Fred G. Cutler, who renamed it Cutler Court. It changed hands  vet had
io bette

again in 1911 when sold to A. D. Helms of Ashland, Oregon. However,
it remained Cutler Court undl approximately 1915, when it was
renamed the Quincy Apartments. It would remain the Quincy for
many years until 1950.

treasury of the 'l.nngaroo :-oun an
ife, ffremerbona “lf?“'l)(‘ C. W Pep- institution maintainaed Ly the prisoners
man, Keot, an arker Drug Co, | of the eounty jafl to maintaln cleanil-
lerd, Wash. y ness, order .and a strict observance to
the rules of the jail. T was only too
glad to have an opportunity to help
alonx ‘the boys.”"

Apartments Sold for §45,000.

A large apartment house at Seven-
teenth Avenue and Columbia Stroet was
sold yesterday hy C. J. Sulllvan te Fred
G. Cutler for HS,OMd "l‘ho b:‘)lmlnin' wo.s

recently erechad an s modern in all
TO"N ‘GHT particulars. It contalns thirly-two
ADM!SS\ON FREE apartments, is three storles high. and

e s ey constructed of ' brick, Tha deed was

st thahbvar +ndav. o
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. That is why, perhaps, Michael and Margaret Cleary stood out.
;&E Recorded as residents in the 1940 Census, their time at 721 17th can be
LD traced back through the city directory to approximately 1935 - and
- forward all the way to 196s.
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Margaret Cleary was born Margaret Shaughnessy sometime sati
between 1880 and 1886 in Tuam, County Galway, Ireland. In 1903, she 50
emigrated to the United States, arriving in Boston. She became a

- . . . P
naturalized citizen in 1904. Line
——
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. Anhe e eriand owned private in-
rretPy Bmong whom is te Senator

M, Palmer. a resident of Seattle.
Work will be begun at once on the con-
struction of the station, .

CLASS OF 12 TRAINED
- NURSES WILL GRADUATE

Young Women Have Completed Course
Under Sisters of Charity of
© Providence Hospital

A class of twelvs young women, who
have comg!eted a course under the Sis-
ters of Charity of Providence Hospital,
wlll graduate as trained nurses tonjght.
The graduating exercises will be held In
Holy Names Auditorium, TWenl’y-ﬂrlt
Avenue and Roy Street, commencing ut
8 o'clock. Addresses will be delivered:
by Bishop Edward J. O'Dea_and Dr. J
B. Eagleson. Dr. E,

M. Rininger will
present the diplomas and Dr. George Al
Horton the medals. Several selections
will ‘be rendered by the Holy Names
Orchestra, The members of the 1910
graduating c¢lass are:

Miss Kathleen M. Hilse, Seattle; Miss
Augusta Costello, Seattle; Miss Rhoda
Ray, Duwnmlsh; Miss Eldra Ray, Du-
wamish; Miss Nellle G, Bagley, Roslyn;
Miss Margaret Shaughnessy, Seattle;
Miss Ruby Carmen, Everett; Miss Mary

C. Courtney, O'Brien; Miss Mary R.
Sandgathe, McAlinnville, Ore.; Miss
Helen M. McCormack, Seattle; ~ Miss

Emily T. Wangerin, Tacoma; Miss Al-
bertina Johnson, Seattle.

The sisters request that no flowers
be sent to graduates.
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After her arrival in Seattle, Washington, Margaret began Is !
training as a nurse. She graduated with eleven other women in the first b
class of professional nurses from Providence Hospital’s School of ot
Nursing. Mt
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The presence of the Sisters of Providence in Seattle trace back
to their work at a poor house in Georgetown in 1877. The first
Providence Hospital was founded in the former Moss residence at sth
Avenue and Madison. In 1883, 2 more suitably sized hospital building
was constructed on the same block. It was here that the School of
Nursing began. Margaret appears as a resident of that address, along
with many other young women under the heading “Madison Street -
Providence Hospital” in the 1910 Census.
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In 1909, construction began on a new hospital at the top of
Renton/Cherry Hill. This building was completed in 1911 and remains
as part of the Swedish Cherry Hill complex.
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Washington State Board of Examiners of Nurses

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE AS REGISTERED NURSE i~
k)
-~
I herehy make formal application for Regist I " Regiat he W S ! >
Examiners of Nurses and submit the following in evidence of my fications for such registeat =
FQRM -
1. My full name is /LAY AR S Luw &
2. Dute of birth (Ll 2BE /S F ;k
. )
b Permancnt address T/ 522 el Betunan i w7 L / Nt
2 P

=

S Ul T pryrvs wniv) 8Ebil

World War I broke out in 1914 with the United States joining
in 1917. Just as the war seemed to be close to its end, the world was
struck by the Spanish influenza pandemic. When it arrived in Seattle in
October 1918, it killed approximately 1600 people. Worldwide it killed
over 20 million in two years.
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STATE OF WASHINGTON, ) y AR
: (o AFFIDAVIT g

County of

being duly sworn, says that 4 s the persor

y
Z Ay ,a\».(.-ﬁv P I ¢ LAk
referred 4o the foregoing applieation for certifieate iy registered

nurse in the State of Washington : that th

statenfentstherein contpined are ir own handwrit are true to the best of 4+ _knowlly
and belief ; that has complied with all requirements of the law ; and that. s 4 has read and undes Z
stands this afidavit , s P-if g
Sworn wlore me this /=¢7 duy of ZZ A& 101 1 3
to bef: ] A‘J ! . 3
LI e i.1 z:
weel Hitles ot applving : ¥ =
(" t tonpply ) ! ! ; !!
i <23
. . - !
Margaret was working as a nurse at the Columbus Sanitorium | N Ty
when Michael Cleary was admitted with the flu. Cleary had traveled {i' -
: A . i LN
from his home in Montana to help care for his brother’sill familyand iy % °
; : L h
contracted the disease himself. SR



QUEL" _WN CUNARD LIN
m@ - \ LIST OR NMANIFEST OF ALIEN IMMIGRANTS FOR THE ~OMMISSION T IMMIGRATION®

Required by the regulations of the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, under Act of Congress approved March 3, 1893,

to be delivered to the Commissioner of
Commanding officer of any vessel having such bassengers on board upon arrival at

a port in the United States.
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The story goes that Margaret

‘A victim of the influenza and of .
Cupid, 3L _F. Cleary, a Butte business | nursed Michael back to health
man, is sepndin s honeymoon in | . &
Seattle wlgs nis bride, who was 3tiss | e and the two fell in love. Shortly
aret aughnessy, a we no’ e

Margaror some years connected with |sid thereafter, Margaret relocated to
the .staff of rovidence Hospital. |the¢ h ical i
s bridegroom is a brother of Pa-|C., a hospital in Butte, and the 1
trolman J. Cleary of the Seattle|an | ) ) I
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Shanghnessy that she would goO to {layed for more than an hour.
the. Montana mining capital an join with -sealing
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able cause.
b

——m— =

il mreme sSmsas man n-n-—-n—“ Not ths



Tiha € cash JINCo r1118 Madison apt K2
\’.‘ﬁﬁ:.A H111S Madison apt E
Mozee B (Luey ¥) porter h2644 E Valley -
» Nanette ¥ Mrs dentist 121 Cobb bldg hilv423
B e ‘“‘1’24 Palatine av

tdt ré
» ,R‘:; r, :;‘,:mh L) mech ha060 np- av NE
- Russell W (Marie A) pntr hG0O6. 6th av NE
Saml L (Beatrice ¥) millwkr NLbrCo h3804
i SW
- w;“';l .('ﬂrlbhl 1) much CCCo h3816 55k av

3

T

:

v w:w'f ecarp h3108 'V.' Harrison

Claybo Aarth 608 N 4ATth »

Clayburgh Bros Reuben Boog mgr whel silks
T1207 Textile Tower

Clayburn Gordon stdt r3008 Harvard av N apt
w7

- YV Mro wirs h3008 Harvard av N apt 307
"|.R"-lf?:d Apariments (Richd A Anderson) 319
[N

‘. 'Y
|‘|a”m{ Biaine ¥ deckbd Queen City Yacht Club
12721 Falrview av N

CLAYPOOL CHABLES E (Amnie), Justice of the

Peace, 314 County-City Bldg, hiBI0 29th Av 8

" Geo W (Agnes J) installer PTSTo h950 N 05th

" Roland D (Mabel L) sta opr Wm H McLean h
- R«:::ln"‘..lmﬁr :l'lm Clayburgh Bros hiT24
g "(l‘r:n'nm) floor mgr F&N h2083 24
o \'e:':w:mw”(ﬁluolu A) agt PInsCo h7724 14th

v NE XA
(‘lu:by Harold (Muriel) lab SBoxCo h RD1 .bot
349

” Wm E seamn h3018 1st av apt 31 /
Cleave Geo (Minnie V) barber 4210 Ralnler av h

kS
Y Mary E stdt r3536 Morgan e
AND MILTON L, Asst Cashier "
CLEAVEL | As . W

Boylston Av N
Cleaver Chas R (Ruth D) dept mgr UP

" e

He ’(ﬂqgh L) sismn

Approximately fifteen years later, Margaret and Michael 5
returned to Seattle.  They moved into Apartment G of 721 17th '
Avenue, just across the street from Providence Hospital.

Margaret worked as a nurse at several hospitals and private
homes for over 40 years. Michael’s activities are mostly unknown.
They had no children. But they lived in that apartment through the
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1 hereby certify that

in the City

Witness

To be signed by two registered n

'his tifies that 1 am

and of good moral character, and recammend he_»

Mrs. Margaret Shaughnes-
-8y Cleary rested her snow-

white head on a snow-white
pillow in her room in Provi-
dence Hospital and made a
few observations.

As a member of the first
graduating class of the Prov-
idence Hospital School of
Nursing in 1910 and now a

r| patient, Mrs. Cleary spoke
.| with authority, mixed with

admitted bias.

‘“We worked harder and I
think we were better look-
ing,” she said with a touch

i of Irish brogue and a hint of
i a twinkle in her blue eyes.

“They look after me very
well here. But we gave-our
patients more personal care.

“Things have changed a
lot, though, and the nurses
don’t have the time to spend
with the patients. We worked
longer hours and extra hours
and thought nothing of it—
it's quite different now.”

Mrs. Cleary will be 83 next
month. She came from Ire-
land when she was 18 and be-
gan her nursing training in
1907 in the old hospital at
Fifth Avenue and Madison
Street.

The graduating class of

12 had their ceremonies at
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Name Aot . ¢
Addddress ‘/50 Q.

MRS. MICHAEL CLEARY, 1910 GRADUATE, AND
, DARLENE TUSCHER, 1960 GRAD

-
~

MARGARET SHAUGHNESSY
IN R10

First fime in1urse’s cap

Holy Names A:ademy. Mrs.
Cleary was a nirse 40 years.
She was maried in 1919
to Michael F. Cleary. He
died last year. she now lives
with a niece, M's. Mary Raf-
ferty, at 721 17h Av.
After being if the hospital
, for a minor llnns, Mrs.
| Cleary went hone the other
day.
I “As good as lospitals are,
| "she said. “I'l rather be
nursing than nused.”
Providence Hspital now is
the main teacking unit of ...and into the 1960s.
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Dovid E. Blackmen, :
Elaise J. Coliinson, z?f"u':gk ‘,

ws i Nsani v al' e

SEPARATE MAINTENANCE GRANTED
Morlo fmm ann w»u

lived here and worked for T The
;| Boeing: Co. in 1959 and 1969

it
in

Michael died in 1963. His mass was held at the Immaculate
Conception Church two blocks away (the oldest standing Catholic te
church in Seattle, built in 1904) and he was buried at Calvary Cemetery 4
(the first and oldest Catholic cemetery in Seattle, founded in 1899). 1
Margaret followed two years later in 1965 and was buried beside him.
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,Mu Mﬁo’l&. mu‘r lgdA.:n. , ij“ H.——so.ouon . 183ra); tardation of the. State Home
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| Roberf. E. m ‘20, N _70‘ 18541 N“m‘y retardation de'pmmeﬂt of
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L Elohth’ Avali MICHAEL F. CLEARY
5y 7n-Av., Avg :

4 ). "Rosary ‘for Michael F.
merton, July| Cleary, 87, of 721 17th " Av.,,
en Av. N.,|will"be said at 8 o’clock to-
os Alamitos;| MOITOW "' evening ‘in the Bon-
W, 77 St ney-anon chapel. -

BUT e Al Requlem Mass will be said

.| Roger y interment: : t-10 lock Satu

Caro . fon. X7 X . a o’cloc rday in‘the
b oo _Modison (Aa) o FCT S| Guina Pl Church “of “the. Immaculate,
| Corole ... Ore. Servic ST=Rs 1017 &1t with - burial in Calvary;

:ﬁ:‘m L » N.whl  Mr. Cleary, born in County

; w.,. ' ~srveun,, EGRG M85, 2434 S."i58Ih st., Galway, Ireland, died Tues-
Hr o 2335 N E. mu L l#kro:me 0,910 N. E. 123rd St day in'a hospital, He was a
! Mary Kepiinger, 20, 2731 Tenth ‘Av. E,

B restaurant owner in - Butte,
,'wm-m M. Glover, .v, ma Wumw;:n. Mont., . until 30 years ‘ago,
ewgmnmnwmn w """"’"’""“‘”'wben he retired and moved
] m m,’,&,& ?‘ 2w’ &M Roosevell—59, 2417 E. Yesler Way,(here. He was a member of
. g Van mno-n, Mart — 79, 11742 North|the Knights of Columbus in
1[Seratd M. McKes 26, 1119 N.'W. 6918 witehorsy, Ciacencs 556, 2022 E. Bover| Butte.
7| Linda M.. Kolg su.mc NW 520 1. St., Aug. 5. Surviving are his wife, Mar—
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; For somewhere near 4o years, this Irish-American couple lived e

) in the rooms up and over one unit from the apartment I now inhabit. t

: Several times a week for the past few years, as I make a shortcut to the e

: bus stop on Jefferson Street, I have walked past a reproduction of e

s Margaret’s School of Nursing portrait where it hangs in the hallway of

i Swedish Hospital. s
nd
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with a section number and a

down and half-bent, searching and scanning the names.

-

NORTHEAST 55th STREET

It seemed important to follow the story to the end. So my
husband and I drove north to Calvary
simple map of the cemetery. We paced back and forth each row, heads

Section
5

OUR LADY OF
GOOD HELP

hs«:ﬂon
4

30th AVENUE NORTHEAST

Name:
Burial Date:
Cemetery:
Section:

Lot:

Site:

CLEARY, MICHAEL F

08/10/1963

Calvary Cemetery

8

117

6

.....

Name:
Burial Date:
Cemetery:
Section:
Lot:

Site:

TS e w

H

CLEARY, MARGARET -
06/16/1965 :
Calvary Cemetery M
: :
117 | ;



weor”
ot

We found them near the end of a row in the shade of a tree,
one headstone with two names, the immaculate heart between them.
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This story is the falling-down-the-rabbit-hole result of writing a guide to
researching buildings in King County for the University of Washington Libraries
Special Collections. I used my address to test 2 number of web tools and became
enamored with tracing the histories of my 109-year-old apartment building’s previous
tenants. After following a few broken threads from the census and city directories, I
stumbled upon the Clearys.

Thank you to Lisa Oberg, Head of Public Services and History of Science &
Medicine Curator for giving me the original assignment, and for your assistance over
the two years I've worked on this narrative! Thank you also to Phil Stairs at the Puget
Sound Regional Archives and Peter Schmid at Providence Archives.

To get started with your own house research, visit the definitive, incredibly thorough

resource at the Seattle Public Library: hup://cdmi6u8.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/

landingpage/collection/pi6u8colle
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