Photos, mementoes, and visuals
A picture really is worth a thousand words. And these days with the birth of Ancestry.com, Facebooks, and family blogs – the sky is the limit with powerful oral histories that include compelling photographs and mementoes.

People gravitate toward images; they add color; they bring stories and moments to life; they’re a snapshot in time and a great way to get young people and people of all ages excited about history.   
Bu pictures, if not cared for properly, will fade and deteriorate over the years.

What should you do? Scan photos as digital files:
· Kinkos, Costco, and Kits Cameras will scan pictures as digital files and store them on CD for you. This is inexpensive and a great way to organize, store, and share pictures.

When you’re finished scanning, you need to protect your original images.

· Framed pictures many times are not UV-protected.  If it’s in a place with natural light – it fades over time. Black & white photographs tend to darken and you lose the detail or fade.  Or, they fade and become so light you lose the detail. 
· Color photos can yellow b/c the blue in pictures fades over time.  
· Special photographs in frames should sit behind UV-protected glass and an acid-free matte.

· UV-protected glass can be expensive but it’s well worth it.

Protect your original photographs that are in photo albums or containers:
· Keep photographs in a dry, cool, and dark place. Humidity will eat away at your image.

· If a container smells of anything, you shouldn’t use it for your photographs.  Pictures should be stored in an acid-free container.

· It’s a good idea to use gloves or wash your hands before handling photographs because of oil in your fingertips.

If you want to get your family excited about oral histories, photos and your personal stories, give them convenient access.
· You can start a family blog to share images and stories online.  Google:  how to start a free blog.
· Utilize social media sites with good photo gallery features to easily organize and share your photos like Flickr, Photobucket, Picasa, or social media sites.
· If you don’t have Photoshop or photo-editing software on your computer, you can use online photo editors such as Picnik which allows you to edit pictures online. You can use it to edit what you have stored on Facebook, FlickR, MySpace, etc.  It’s free to try and costs about $25 a year to keep.

· Create online slideshows or videos of your images taking your digital image files and using some of the many free multimedia tools out there – like slideroll.  You can download free software and use it to make videos or slideshows that can be easily added to your blog or website.

· Turn your photos and research into a high-quality, bound book. If you have a Mac you can use iPhoto; if not, Kodak, Blurb and Lulu are some online options. You simply use the software and templates they provide to add photos and text. The completed book will be shipped to you, and you can print many copies for friends.

· Use online public archives and library searches to find photos to add to your collection. Many are free and very comprehensive. For example, the Digital Archives of Washington State has thousands of free archived photographs, which are high-resolution and can be downloaded directly from the site.
· If you don’t have a computer, you can have your pictures scanned and add them to the oral history in a scrapbook or photo album.
These added materials like pictures and mementoes make history real and bring it to life. At the legacy project, we are always looking for new subjects.  One of our jobs is to highlight the remarkable community members who have made a difference and shaped history.  If you have great story ideas for our team, please let us know.  

Our website address is www.sos.wa.gov/legacyproject
