
Young Man in a Hurry:  The Life of Isaac Stevens 
& the 150th Anniversary of the Civil War

Traveling Exhibit:

This exhibit was prepared for the Heritage Center display in the Office of the Secretary of 
State for April, 2011 through March, 2012 to chronicle the life of Washington’s first Territo-
rial Governor and to recognize both his service in the Civil War and that of other noted Civil 
War figures who also served in the Northwest Territory of the United States.

The exhibit is available to travel to museums, libraries, public buildings free of charge.
The receiving institution will be responsible for providing transportation of the exhibit from 
Olympia to their location as well as a certificate of insurance naming the Washington State 
Heritage Center as co-insured.

For information on available dates or more information about the exhibit, please contact 
Carleen Jackson, 360-902-4126, carleen.jackson@sos.wa.gov.



#1 Introduction panel.

Freestanding (Easel like mechanics 
hold panel up in back) panel is 30” 
wide by 78” tall. Print is laminated on 
1/2” gatorboard.



#2 Early Life Panel

Mounted panel is 54” wide by 72” tall. Print is laminated on 1/2” gatorboard. This panel 
includes two pop-out photos, Isaac’s original home (top left, and the Battle of Churobusco 
(bottom right). Pop out mechanisms (gatorboard Velcro blocks) included.

Panels are mounted to walls with 4 1/2” metal clips and screws.

Metal clip



#3 The Surveyor with Visionary Sidebar Panels

Mounted Surveyor panel is 60” wide by 72” tall. Print is laminated on 1/2” gatorboard. 
This panel includes two pop-out photos, center top and center bottom. Pop out 
mechanisms (gatorboard Velcro blocks) included.

Panels are mounted to walls with 4 1/2” metal clips and screws.

The Visionary sidebar panel is 30” wide by 48” tall and mounted on 1/4” gatorboard. 
Panel is mounted approximately 10”-12” inches overlapping Surveyor panel with long 
gatorboard Velcro blocks (included). 



#3 The Territorial Governor

Mounted Territorial Governor panels combined are 72” wide by 72” tall. Panel is 
divided into 2 pieces, split at the line between the orange and blue portion. Panel is 
laminated on 1/2” gatorboard. This panel includes two pop-out pieces, the quote on 
top panel and the Proclamation on bottom right. Pop out mechanisms (gatorboard 
Velcro blocks) included.

Panels are mounted to walls with 8 (4 for each panel) 1/2” metal clips and screws.



#4 Superintendent of Indian Affairs

Mounted Indian Affairs panel mirrors the setup and dimensions of the #3 (Surveyor) 
panel.  Panel is 60” wide by 72” tall and is laminated on 1/2” gatorboard. This panel 
includes two pop-out pieces, the quote in the center and the photo of Chief Leschi. Pop 
out mechanisms (gatorboard Velcro blocks) included.

The Boldt Decision side bar is 30” wide by 48” tall and mounted on 1/4” gatorboard. 
Panel is mounted approximately 10”-12” inches overlapping Indian Affairs panel with 
long gatorboard Velcro blocks (included). 



#5 The Delegate

Mounted Delegate panel mirrors the #1 Early Life panel both in size and mounting with 
two pop out pieces (photo and cartoon).



#6 The Major General

The Major General panel and sidebar has the exact dimensions and mounting as #4 
panel and sidebar.



#7 Washington and the Civil War

Washington and the Civil War panel have the exact same dimensions as #3 Surveyor 
and sidebar panel in terms of size and mounting. This panel does not have any pop-out 
pieces.



Replica of 1853 Copybook

In 1853, neither copy machines nor carbon paper had been invented.  When Stevens 
was traveling west with his railroad survey expedition, he would periodically send 
reports back East. Each time he prepared a report, he would write a copy of it into the 
book. Each report had to be hand-carried by a small party of men, thereby diminishing 
the number of men in the company, so he sent back very few reports. Stevens contin-
ued this process to send his reports to Congress while he was Territorial Governor.

This letter was written on September 21, 1853 in Fort Benton (in what is now Montana) 
from Stevens to George W. Manypenny, Office of Indian Affairs Commissioner.  The 
letter states that Lt. Saxton has established a supply depot at St. Mary’s Village and is 
heading for Fort Benton; describes the situation at St. Mary’s Village; Mr. Stanley, the 
expedition artist, made contact with the Blackfeet who wish to have a council; expands 
on the need for a boat on the Upper Missouri River; established a meteorological post 
and supply depot under James Doty; Lt. Mullan has been sent to talk to the Flatheads 
to induce them to return to St. Mary’s Village; entry incomplete.

This book is a replica of a copybook of his Indian affairs activities. The original is in the 
Washington State Archives. Courtesy of Washington State Archives.

*Copy book does not come with book stand or vitrine



Replica of 1854 Hide Coat, Gift from the Nez Perce Tribe

Replica of a hide coat in the Métis (pronounced may-tee) style given in 1854 to Gov-
ernor Isaac Stevens by the Nez Perce tribe as part of the Walla Walla Treaty Council.  It 
is likely, though not confirmed, that the Nez Perce acquired the coat in trade with the 
Métis, a tribe in northwestern Canada. The coat is typical of a style worn by mountain 
men, trappers and explorers in the early to mid 1800’s. The original, decorated with 
beading, is on display at the Washington State Historical Museum in Tacoma.

Replica created and hand sewn from elk hide and sinew by  
Frank “Rusty” Starr.

*Hide coat does not come with mannequin or coat stand


