Focused Inquiry
In this focused inquiry, students will consider the most powerful voice that every citizen has in
our democracy: voting. Students will learn who gets to vote, how people register to vote, and the
outcomes: who actually winds up voting. Students will finally study some of the ways that people
are encouraged to vote. Using all of this learning, students will create a piece that encourages
people to vote.
Standards

Learning Goals

SSS1.4.1 Identify the concepts used in 		
documents and sources.

1. Students will know and understand voter
eligibility and registration in Washington state.

SSS1.5.2 Construct arguments using
claims and evidence from
multiple sources.

2. Students will analyze data on past
presidential election voter turnout to make
connections between the number of
registered voters and actual voter turnout.

C2.5.2 Explain how a democracy relies on
people’s responsible participation,
and draw implications for how
individuals should participate.

3. Students will study various ways that people
are encouraged to vote and create their own
product that encourages people to vote.

Compelling question:

Supporting question 1:

What can we do to encourage people to vote
in elections?

Who gets to vote?

Formative Performance Task

Staging the question:

Complete Appendix A (page 12 and 13)

Distribute the Launch Handout (page 11)

Notes to teacher:

Students will view a poster created by artist
Melissa Chang. Share with students that the
primary responsibility of a citizen is to vote!
People are encouraged to vote in many ways.
Ask students: What do you notice? What does
the artist draw? Who is her intended audience?
Is this poster designed to encourage people to
vote? Does it succeed? Have a class discussion
and introduce the compelling question.

• Students will read the requirements for voter
eligibility (abbreviated from the Secretary of
State’s website) and complete the “You Try”
portion of Appendix A to test whether the
descriptions would allow people to register to
vote. (Answers: 1. Y, 2. N, 3. Y, 4. Y, 5. N, 6. Y)
• Print or digitally post copies of the voter
registration form using the link. Ask: what
information on this form are people required to
provide? Is it easy to register to vote? Turn and
talk, and then add your thinking to the bottom of
Appendix A.
Featured sources:
Source A: Voter Eligibility (edited), https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/
voter-eligibility.aspx, Office of the Secretary of State, Public Domain.
• Source B: Washington State Voter Registration form, https://www.sos.
wa.gov/_assets/elections/vrf_print_2020_english.pdf, Office of the
Secretary of State, Public Domain.

•

Elementary Lesson

Office of the Secretary of State
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Poster — Melissa Chang
Look at this poster. It was
created in 2016 before a
presidential election.

Think: What do you

notice? What does the artist
draw? Who is her intended
audience? Is this poster
designed to encourage
people to vote? Does it
succeed?

Pair: Discuss your answers
with a partner.
Share: Share your new
thinking with the class.

Get Out the Vote Poster copyright Melissa Chang. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
Any use of this graphic without prior approval is strictly prohibited.
https://www.sos.wa.gov/_assets/elections/civics/MelissaChang_GOTV_web.png.
This work is available under a Creative Commons Attribution License.

Elementary Handout

Launch: Introductory Activity
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Who gets to vote?
Voter Eligibility
Washington state encourages every eligible person to register to vote and participate in all elections.
Source A

To vote, you must be:

This means:

A citizen of the United States;

I was born here or became a citizen by going
through a process called “naturalization.”

A legal resident of Washington state at least 30
days before election day;

I have a permanent address in the state.

At least 18 years old by election day; and

I can’t vote until I’m 18. I can sign up when I’m
16 or 17, though!

Not under supervision by the Department of
Corrections because of a felony conviction.

I can register and vote if I am not in prison or
under community supervision.

You try:
1. I’m 17 but will be 18 by election day. Am I eligible to register to vote?

Yes

No

2. I live in Idaho but I work in Washington. Am I eligible to vote in Washington?
3. I rent an apartment in Pullman, Washington. Am I eligible?

Yes

4. I was born in Mexico but became a U.S. Citizen last year. Am I eligible?
5. I was born in Canada and have applied for citizenship. Am I eligible?

Yes

No

No
Yes
Yes

No
Not yet!

6. I was born in Omak, Washington, but I lived in Japan for five years. I moved back to
Washington three months ago. Am I eligible?
Yes
No

Voter Registration Form (printout or next page):
What information are people required to write in the form?
Do you think it is easy to register? Why or why not?

12 Teaching Elections in WA

Appendix A: Supporting Question 1

Elementary Handout

Source B

For official use:

Washington State Secretary of State Voter Registration Form (English): https://www.sos.wa.gov/_assets/elections/vrf_print_2020_english.pdf.
Other languages available here: https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/print-voter-registration-forms.aspx, Public Domain.

