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1 AN ACT Relating to establishing firearms-related safety measures 

2 to increase public safety by prohibiting the manufacture, 

3 importation, distribution, selling, and offering for sale of large 

4 capacity magazines, and by providing limited exemptions applicable to 

5 licensed firearms manufacturers and dealers for purposes of sale to 

6 armed forces branches and law enforcement agencies for purposes. of 

7 sale or transfer outside the state; amending RCW 9.41.010; adding new 

8 sections to chapter 9. 41 RCW; creating a new section; prescribing 

9 penalties; and providing an effective date. 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON: 

11 NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds and declares that

12 gun violence is a threat to the public health and safety of 

13 Washingtonians. Firearms equipped with large capacity magazines 

14 increase casualties by allowing a shooter to keep firing for longer 

15 periods of time without reloading. Large capacity magazines have been 

16 used in all 10 of the deadliest mass shootings since 2009, and mass 

17 shooting events from 2009 to 2018 where the use of large capacity 

18 magazines caused twice as many deaths and 14 times as many injuries. 

19 Documentary evidence following gun rampages, including the 2014 

20 shooting at Seattle Pacific University, reveals many instances where 

21 victims were able to escape or disarm the shooter during a pause to 
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