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January 17, 2013
Yoram Bauman

3656 Francis Ave. N., Apt. B


Seattle, WA 98103
Dear Mr. Bauman:


Pursuant to RCW 29A.72.020, your proposed initiative (I-2651.1/12) relating to “Sustainable economic development” has been reviewed by this office for form, style, and substantive import.  Enclosed please find a Certificate of Review and a copy of our draft recommendations.


Your proposal has been put in the correct style and form for initiatives to the people, with proper title, enacting clause, and sections as required by the laws and Constitution of the state.


Please note that RCW 29A.72.020 provides in part: "The recommendations of the code reviser's office are advisory only, and the sponsor may accept or reject them in whole or in part."

The recommendations from this office for your proposed initiative are provided in the form of draft I-2651.1/13. In particular, please note:


 ■ In section 11 that the definition of "department" was removed as it is defined for all of Title 82 in RCW  82.02.010 as the "department of revenue;"


■ In section 13 codification directions were added to provide that the new sections are to be codified as a new chapter in Title 82 RCW;


■ In section 11 a "fee" is created; however, it appears to be a "tax;"


■ In section 6, the reference to extending the expiration dates was deleted and replaced with amendments to the actual statutes in which those expiration dates are contained; otherwise, there would be a constitutional violation of amending by reference;


■ In section 1 reference to "this act" was changed to "this chapter," as it will translate more accurately post-codification. (See our bill drafting guide for more information); and 

■ Technical changes to reflect our standard bill drafting practices were made throughout.


Please note that the recommendations do not constitute, in any respect, a legal opinion as to the validity of the proposals or any portion thereof.  Furthermore, there may be other legal or substantive issues to consider.  This office is not making any declarations as to the constitutionality of your proposal.  To properly address legal or substantive issues, please consult with an attorney.


If you decide to continue with your initiative effort, a final draft must be returned to the Secretary of State within fifteen days from the time you were notified that your original initiative draft was submitted to this office.  Please read and consider our revised draft with care.  If you submit our revised draft to the Secretary of State, it will constitute your work product for which you will remain primarily responsible.






Sincerely,






[image: image2.png]








Jennifer Arnold, Assistant Code Reviser
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