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Washington Driver License Numbers Decoded  
Washington state encodes your last name, first initial, middle initial, and your date of birth into your driver’s 
license number. A Washington Identification Card uses the same number as the driver’s license for someone 
who does not or cannot drive.  

These license numbers look like the following: 

 WOO**JT546KA – “John T. Woo” born on May 1st, 1946 
 WALKECR579DU – “Christopher R. Walken” born on March 31st, 1943  
 LLLLLFMYYXmd – Pattern deciphered below 

Deciphering the Number  

LLLLL – Last Name, truncated – The first five characters are the first five letters of the last name. If the name 
is shorter than five characters, the extra space is padded with asterisks (*). 

F – First Initial 

M – Middle Initial – If no middle initial the space is padded with an asterisk (*). 

YY – Year of birth, encoded – This is 100 minus the the two digit year of birth. So someone born in 1998 will 
be 2 (100-98), as will someone born in 1898. 

X – Checksum – This can be calculated if you like math but first you must have the rest of the license figured 
out. 

m – Month of birth, encoded. Look up your birth month on this table. There are two options. In general the state 
will use the first column. If another person has generated the same license number as you, they’ll use the second 
column. This is most often needed for twins. (I have no idea what they do after that.) 

Month 1st 2nd  Month 1st 2nd  Month 1st 2nd  Month 1st 2nd 
Jan B S  Apr J 1  Jul M 4  Oct P 7 
Feb C T  May K 2  Aug N 5  Nov Q 8 
Mar D U  Jun L 3  Sep O 6  Dec R 9 

d – Day of month of birth, encoded – Look up the code for your birth’s day of month. 

Date Code  Date Code  Date Code  Date Code  Date Code  Date Code 
1 A  7 G  12 K  17 P  22 2  27 7 

2 B  8 H  13 L  18 Q  23 3  28 8 

3 C  9 Z  14 M  19 R  24 4  29 9 
4 D  10 S  15 N  20 0  25 5  30 T 
5 E  11 J  16 W  21 1  26 6  31 U 
6 F                

Now back to the checksum, X. 

Once you have figured out the rest of the license number you can alternate adding and subtracting the numeric 
value of each character. The checksum is the single digit remaining, ignoring negative signs or the fact it might 
be more than 9. In other words, answers of 6, 16 and -6 will all have a checksum digit of 6. The mathematical 
way to write this is: 

checksum = (L1 – L2 + L3 – L4 + L5 – F + M – Y1 + Y2 – M + D) mod 10; 

For letters and the asterisk use the numbers in the table below to calculate the checksum: 

Value Letter Letter Letter Letter 
1 A J     
2 B K S   
3 C L T   
4 D M U * 
5 E N V   
6 F O W   
7 G P X   
8 H Q Y   
9 I R Z   

 

http://www.dogberrypatch.com/archives/washington-driver-license-numbers-decoded/
joe.maclean
Text Box
Courtesy of DOL



WEB SAFE COLORS  

At one time many computer displays were only capable of displaying 
256 colors. These may be dictated by the hardware or changeable by a 
"color table". When a color is found (e.g., in an image) that is not one 
available, a different one has to be used. This can be done by either 
using the closest color, which greatly speeds up the load time, or by 
using dithering, which results in more accurate results, but takes longer 
to load due to the complex calculations. 

There were various attempts to make a "standard" color palette. A set of 
colors was needed that could be shown without dithering on 256-color 
displays; the number 216 was chosen partly because computer operating 
systems customarily reserved sixteen to twenty colors for their own use; 
it was also selected because it allows exactly six equally-spaced shades 
of red, green, and blue (6 × 6 × 6 = 216), each from 00 to FF (including 
both limits). 

The list of colors is often presented as if it has special properties that 
render them immune to dithering. In fact, on 256-color displays 
applications can set a palette of any selection of colors that they choose, 
dithering the rest. These colors were chosen specifically because they 
matched the palettes selected by the then leading browser applications. 
Fortunately, there were not radically different palettes in use in different 
popular browsers. 



 

Find the complete list at:  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_colors  



 

 

 



 

 

 



For more information or assistance contact: 

 

 

 

VRDB 
VRSupport@sos.wa.gov 

 

WEI 
WEISupport@sos.wa.gov  
  




