
AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 15-24-001, filed 11/18/15, effective 
12/19/15)

WAC 434-230-015  Ballots and instructions.  (1) Each ballot shall 
specify the county, the date, and whether the election is a primary, 
special or general.

(2) Each ballot must include instructions directing the voter how 
to mark the ballot, including write-in votes if candidate races appear 
on the ballot.

(3) Instructions that accompany a ballot must:
(a) Instruct the voter how to cancel a vote by drawing a line 

through the text of the candidate's name or ballot measure response;
(b) Notify the voter that, unless specifically allowed by law, 

more than one vote for an office or ballot measure will be an overvote 
and no votes for that office or ballot measure will be counted;

(c) Explain how to complete and sign the ballot declaration. The 
following declaration must accompany the ballot:

"I do solemnly swear or affirm under penalty of perjury that I 
am:

A citizen of the United States;
A legal resident of the state of Washington;
At least 18 years old on election day;
Voting only once in this election;
Not under the authority of the Department of Corrections for a 

Washington felony conviction; and
Not disqualified from voting due to a court order.
It is illegal to forge a signature or cast another person's bal­

lot. Attempting to vote when not qualified, attempting to vote more 
than once, or falsely signing this declaration is a felony punishable 
by a maximum imprisonment of five years, a maximum fine of $10,000, or 
both."

The declaration must include space for the voter to sign and date 
the declaration, for the voter to write his or her phone number, and 
for two witnesses to sign if the voter is unable to sign.

(d) Explain how to make a mark, witnessed by two other people, if 
unable to sign the declaration;

(e) Explain how to place the ballot in the security envelope and 
place the security envelope in the return envelope;

(f) Explain how to obtain a replacement ballot if the original 
ballot is destroyed, spoiled, or lost;

(g) If applicable, explain that postage is required, or exactly 
how much postage is required. See WAC 434-250-200 on return postage;

(h) Explain that, in order for the ballot to be counted, it must 
be either postmarked no later than election day or deposited at a bal­
lot drop box no later than 8:00 p.m. election day;

(i) Explain how to learn about the locations, hours, and services 
of voting centers and ballot drop boxes, including the availability of 
accessible voting equipment;

(j) Include, for a primary election that includes a partisan of­
fice other than a presidential primary race, a notice on an insert ex­
plaining:

"In each race, you may vote for any one candidate listed. The two 
candidates who receive the most votes in the primary will advance to 
the general election.
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Each candidate for partisan office may state a political party 
that he or she prefers. A candidate's preference does not imply that 
the candidate is nominated or endorsed by the party, or that the party 
approves of or associates with that candidate."

(k)(i) Include, for a general election that includes a partisan 
office, the following explanation:

"If a primary election was held for an office, the two candidates 
who received the most votes in the primary advanced to the general 
election.

Each candidate for partisan office may state a political party 
that he or she prefers. A candidate's preference does not imply that 
the candidate is nominated or endorsed by the party, or that the party 
approves of or associates with that candidate."

(ii) In a year that president and vice-president appear on the 
general election ballot, the following must be added to the statement 
required by (k)(i) of this subsection:

"The election for president and vice-president is different. Can­
didates for president and vice-president are the official nominees of 
their political party."

(4) Instructions that accompany a special absentee ballot author­
ized by RCW 29A.40.050 must also explain that the voter may request 
and subsequently vote a regular ballot, and that if the regular ballot 
is received by the county auditor, the regular ballot will be tabula­
ted and the special absentee ballot will be voided.

(5) Each ballot must explain, either in the general instructions 
or in the heading of each race, the number of candidates for whom the 
voter may vote (e.g., "vote for one").

(6)(a) If the ballot includes a partisan office other than a 
presidential primary race, the ballot must include the following no­
tice in bold print immediately above the first partisan congressional, 
state or county office: "READ: Each candidate for partisan office may 
state a political party that he or she prefers. A candidate's prefer­
ence does not imply that the candidate is nominated or endorsed by the 
party, or that the party approves of or associates with that candi­
date."

(b) When the race for president and vice-president appears on a 
general election ballot, instead of the notice required by (a) of this 
subsection, the ballot must include the following notice in bold print 
after president and vice-president but immediately above the first 
partisan congressional, state or county office: "READ: Each candidate 
for president and vice-president is the official nominee of a politi­
cal party. For other partisan offices, each candidate may state a po­
litical party that he or she prefers. A candidate's preference does 
not imply that the candidate is nominated or endorsed by the party, or 
that the party approves of or associates with that candidate."

(c) The same notice may also be listed in the ballot instruc­
tions.

(7) Counties may use varying sizes and colors of ballots, provi­
ded such size and color is used consistently throughout a region, area 
or jurisdiction (e.g., legislative district, commissioner district, 
school district, etc.). Varying color and size may also be used to 
designate various types of ballots.

(8) Ballots shall be formatted as provided in RCW 29A.36.170.
(9) Removable stubs are not considered part of the ballot.
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(10) If ballots are printed with sequential numbers or other se­
quential identifiers, the county auditor must take steps to prevent 
ballots from being issued sequentially, in order to protect secrecy of 
the ballot.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 14-06-040, filed 2/26/14, effective 
3/29/14)

WAC 434-230-045  Candidate format.  (1) For each office or posi­
tion, the names of all candidates shall be listed together. If the of­
fice is on the primary election ballot, no candidates skip the primary 
and advance directly to the general election.

(2)(a) On the primary election ballot, candidates shall be listed 
in the order determined by lot.

(b) On the general election ballot, the candidate who received 
the highest number of votes in the primary shall be listed first, and 
the candidate who received the second highest number of votes in the 
primary shall be listed second. If the two candidates who received the 
most votes in the primary received exactly the same number of votes, 
the order in which their names are listed on the general election bal­
lot shall be determined by lot.

(c) The political party that each candidate prefers is irrelevant 
to the order in which the candidates appear on the ballot.

(3) Candidate names shall be printed in a type style and point 
size that can be read easily. If a candidate's name exceeds the space 
provided, the election official shall take whatever steps necessary to 
place the name on the ballot in a manner which is readable. These 
steps may include, but are not limited to, printing a smaller point 
size or different type style.

(4) For partisan office:
(a) If the candidate stated his or her preference for a political 

party on the declaration of candidacy, that preference shall be prin­
ted below the candidate's name, with parentheses and the first letter 
of each word or abbreviation capitalized((, as shown in the following 
example)). Acronyms shall be printed in all capital letters with or 
without periods. For example:

John Smith
(Prefers Example Party)
John Smith
(Prefers ABC Party)
(b) If the candidate did not state his or her preference for a 

political party, that information shall be printed below the candi­
date's name, with parentheses and the first letter of each word capi­
talized, as shown in the following example:

John Smith
(States No Party Preference)
(c) The party preference line for each candidate may be in small­

er point size or indented.
(d) The same party preference information shall be printed on 

both primary and general election ballots.
(5) If the office is nonpartisan, only the candidate's name shall 

appear. Neither "nonpartisan" nor "NP" shall be printed with each can­
didate's name.
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(6) The law does not allow nominations or endorsements by inter­
est groups, political action committees, political parties, labor un­
ions, editorial boards, or other private organizations to be printed 
on the ballot.
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