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Judicial Elections 
 

 

 
Supreme Court 

Court of Appeals Superior Court District Court Municipal Court 
 
Candidates 
 

Primary 
 

General 
 

Primary 
 

General 
 

Primary 
 

General 
 

Primary 
 

General 
 

1 Yes Yes Population over 
100,000:  No 
because certificate 
of election is 
issued after 
candidate filing. 
 
Population under 
100,000:  Yes. 

Population over 
100,000:  No 
because certificate 
of election is issued 
after candidate 
filing. 
 
Population under 
100,000:  Yes. 

No 
 
 

Yes No 
 
 

Yes 

   Art. IV, Sec. 29. Art. IV, Sec. 29. RCW 29A.52.220.  RCW 29A.52.220.  

2 Yes Yes 
 
If there is a 
majority in 
Primary, only the 
top vote getter 
advances. 
 
If no majority, top 
two advance. 

Yes Candidate with 
majority of votes in 
Primary issued 
certificate of 
election and does 
not appear on 
general election 
ballot. 
 
 

No 
 
 

Yes No 
 
 

Yes 

  RCW 29A.36.171.  RCW 29A.36.171 
Art. IV, Sec. 29. 

RCW 29A.52.220.  RCW 29A.52.220.  

3 or more Yes Yes 
 
If there is a 
majority in 
Primary, only the 
top vote getter 
advances. 
 
If no majority, top 
two advance. 

Yes If there is a majority 
in Primary, 
candidate issued 
certificate of 
election after 
Primary. 
 
If no majority, top 
two advance. 

Yes Yes. 
 
If there is a 
majority in 
Primary, only the 
top vote getter 
advances. 
 
If no majority, top 
two advance. 

Yes Yes 

  RCW 29A.36.171.  RCW 29A.36.171. 
Art. IV, Sec. 29. 

 RCW 29A.36.171.   

                 OSOS / Elections Division 
Odd-year exceptions on next page.               Revised 5/20/10 
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Exceptions for Judicial Elections in Odd-numbered Years 
 

 

 
Supreme Court 

Court of Appeals Superior Court 
 
Candidates 
 

Primary 
 

General 
 

Primary 
 

General 
 

1 No 
 
 

Yes Population over 
100,000:  No 
because certificate 
of election is issued 
after candidate 
filing. 
 
Art. IV, Sec. 29. 
 
Population under 
100,000:  No. 

Population over 
100,000:  No 
because certificate 
of election is issued 
after candidate 
filing. 
 
Art. IV, Sec. 29. 
 
Population under 
100,000:  Yes. 

 RCW 29A.52.010.  RCW 29A.52.010. RCW 29A.52.010. 

2 No 
 
 

Yes No 
 
 

Yes 

 RCW 29A.52.010.  RCW 29A.52.010.  

3 or more Yes Yes 
 
If there is a majority 
in Primary, only the 
top vote getter 
advances. 
 
If no majority, top 
two advance. 

Yes If there is a majority 
in Primary, 
candidate issued 
certificate of election 
after Primary. 
 
If no majority, top 
two advance. 

  RCW 29A.36.171.  RCW 29A.36.171. 
Art. IV, Sec. 29. 

                       OSOS / Elections Division 
Elections to fill vacancies in District Court may only occur in even-numbered years.           Revised 5/20/10 


