
 
 

March 30, 2009 
 
The Honorable Rush Holt 
United States House of Representatives 
1214 Longworth House 
Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
 
Dear Congressman Holt, 
 
I am writing to express serious concerns with the newest version of the “Voter Confidence and 
Increased Accessibility Act.” I understand a formal bill will be introduced soon, and hope the 
following input is taken into consideration. 
 
I share your passion for integrity and public trust in elections, and thank you for a collaborative 
approach taken in developing previous versions of this bill. However, I am deeply disappointed 
to see such a sharp turn from previous drafts. This version contains several provisions that are 
counter-productive to conducting good elections and unduly burdensome. 
 
Mandatory Manual Audits 
Conducting post election audits is good public policy, but this bill exceeds the reasonable use of 
audit tools.  Close elections occur in Washington State, but we have strong clear recount laws, 
rules and procedures that have served our state well several times in the last decade.  The great 
majority of elections in Washington end with a clear winner.  For example, in 2004 U.S. Senator 
Patty Murray defeated her opponent by 12.2 percent, or 345,000 votes.  Under the provisions of 
this draft Washington would have had to conduct a statewide recount (or “audit”) of 3% of our 
precincts.  Yet the votes cast in 3 percent of our precincts would have amounted to far fewer 
votes than were in the margin of victory for Senator Murray.  This would have been a waste of 
taxpayer dollars and public employee time and energy.  
 
The requirement that the manual hand count audits be conducted by an “Elections Auditor” 
further demonstrates the degree to which this draft so greatly steers away from the progress made 
with earlier versions of the bill.  Elections are conducted at the local level and every state 
employs a slightly different set of election laws to ensure the fair and accurate conduct of 
elections.  As such, elections expertise lies with the state and local election officials who run 
elections multiple times a year, every year.  Yet, this draft proposes that an individual who meets 
federal standards will be able to manage and conduct a statewide recount that involves every 
county in a state.  This is nearly incomprehensible.   
 








