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August 20, 2008
Thomas G. Bowman
Chief of Staff, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs

810 Vermont Ave. NW

Washington, D.C. 20420

Dear Mr. Bowman,

Thank you for your response regarding my letter expressing concerns over the Department of Veterans Affairs policy on voter registration. I attended Paul Hutter’s briefing to the National Association of Secretaries of State in July, explaining the Department’s position on its voter registration policy. 
Here in Washington, my office will work in cooperation with this policy by partnering with our local Veterans Affairs facilities in voter outreach, education, and registration. 
I firmly believe, however, that the Department of Veterans Affairs policy does not go far enough to truly assist our nation’s veterans with their constitutional right to vote; the right they fought so hard to protect.

The National Association of Secretaries of State adopted a resolution in support of voter registration activities at Veterans Affairs facilities at our conference in July. This resolution has my support, copy attached. 
In addition, my office is supporting federal legislation that would permit states to designate facilities as voter registration agencies under the National Voter Registration Act. Specifically, it would require that Veterans Affairs facilities provide absentee ballot information and assistance and prevent the Department of Veterans Affairs from prohibiting election officials from accessing a Veterans Affairs facility to provide information. This bill would also require the Department of Veterans Affairs to provide election officials with reasonable access to the facilities to provide nonpartisan voter registration services.
I understand that Veterans Affairs facilities are including voter registration information in their patients’ registration packets and a staff person is on hand if a patient has questions. This passive approach is insufficient and does not provide the level of proactive support for the men and women in uniform who put their lives on the line for this very freedom. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to working with the Veterans Affairs facilities in Washington State and protecting the rights of our veterans around the country.






Sincerely,





SAM REED






Secretary of State

