
Are you an individual, organization, group, 
association, partnership, corporation, or 
combination thereof that holds property 

in trust for a charitable purpose?
RCW 11.110.020

NO

Are you a corporation 
holding assets subject to 

limitations permitting their 
use only for charitable, 
religious, eleemosynary, 
benevolent, educational, 

or similar purposes? 
RCW 11.110.020

NO

Are you a 
corporation 

formed for the 
administration of 
a charitable trust?

RCW 11.110.020

NO

• Are you recognized by the 
Internal Revenue Service as a 
religious organization?

• Are all of your charitable assets 
in the nature of a remainder?*

• Are you an accredited institute 
of public education?

RCW 11.110.020 and .051

• Were you created by or pursuant to the articles of 
incorporation of a Washington corporation?

• Were you created pursuant to a document 
or instrument that specifies you are subject to 
Washington jurisdiction or that its terms are to be 
construed pursuant to Washington law?

• If you are a testamentary trust, was the will 
probated or recorded, or were letters 
testamentary or of administration granted, in 
the state of Washington?

• Were you created pursuant to an order of a 
Washington court or by operation of 
Washington law?

• Do your assets consist predominantly of property 
located in, or administered from, Washington?

• Does any other basis exist upon which you may be 
subject to Washington jurisdiction?
WAC 434-120-300

YES NO

Can any other state, 
territory, or nation 
assert a superior 

claim of jurisdiction?
WAC 434-120-300

YES
TO ANY

NO
TO ALL

YES

Do you hold assets invested for 
income-producing purposes in 
excess of $250,000?

RCW 11.110.051; WAC 434-120-305

“Income-producing assets” means assets that 
are purchased with the prospect that they will 
generate income or appreciate in the future, 
such as stocks, bonds or real property. 

WAC 434-120-025(5).

Are you permitted or 
required to expend 

currently all or part of 
the principal or income 

from your assets for 
charitable purposes?

RCW 11.110.051

Does your governing 
document require 
distribution of all 

assets within a 
period of one year 

or less?
RCW 11.110.051

NO NO

NOYES

YESYES

NO

Washington’s Charitable Trust Act, RCW 11.110, requires many types of entities to register as a charitable trust even if the entity is already registered as a charity or non-profit 
corporation.  Forms, instructions, and more information about registrationare available on the Secretary of State’s website: http://www.sos.wa.gov/charities/Charitable-Trusts.aspx.

DO I NEED TO REGISTER WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE AS A CHARITABLE TRUST?

* Registration is not required during any life estate or other term that precedes the charitable interest.  RCW 11.110051(2)

YES

YES

YES

STOP
No need

to register


