Electronic Recording Standards Commission

Meeting minutes for February 24, 2009
The meeting was held at the Office of the Secretary of State in Olympia.

Carolyn opened the meeting at 10:00 a.m. and began with introductions. 

Carolyn Ableman, King County Recording Director and Commission Chair

Mark Thompson, Assistant Superintendant for the King County Recorder’s Office

Walt Washington, Kitsap County Auditor and Commission Member

Stuart Thronson, Assistant Director of Special Programs, Dept. of Revenue

David ?, DOR

Dee McComb, Escrow Agent with Settlement Solutions and Commission Member

Pam Floyd, Director of Corporations for the Office of the Secretary of State

Brian Ferris, Thurston County IT Manager and Commission Member

Bob Foote, Master LAN Administrator for the King County Recorder’s Office

Merrili Sprecher, Clark County Recording Office Supervisor and Commission Member

Ingrid Pharris, Secretary of State staff member filling in for Megan

Joining the meeting via teleconference was:

Diane Mickunas-Ries, Snohomish County Recording Office Manager and Commission Member

Evelyn Arnold, Chelan County Auditor and Commission Member

Paul Merz, Image Library Consortium and Commission Member

Doug Lasher, Clark County Treasurer

Joining the meeting already in progress was:

Megan Moreno, Legislative Liaison for the Office of the Secretary of State and staff to the Commission

Zona Lenhart, Franklin County Auditor and Vice Chair of the Commission

There was a presentation and discussion of committee reports.

Data Standards

The group discussed Washington’s present inability to use all three eRecording Models, but felt that leaving all three in as options with language reflecting the county’s option to use their vendor-supported model was best.

Web Portals
Bob also presented web portals and stated the subject material is similar to data standards.

Business Rules

An MOU was discussed and the group agreed that any overlap with other provisions was a good thing since people will not necessarily read the report in its entirety.  If used, the MOU would be based on the one presently used by Snohomish County.

Security

Washington can base their security recommendations on those of Florida with a few revisions.

There was discussion about identification verification.  

There may also be an issue with RCW 19.34.231 and government entities only being allowed to use a digital signature as opposed to an electronic signature.

Electronic Signatures

Washington can use the same recommendations in its report as Florida put forth.

Notary Acknowledgment

Washington has no eNotary laws.  The group agreed that Washington could use the same recommendations as Florida’s Notary Acknowledgment section, but would exclude references to eNotary laws.
File Formats for eRecording

The group recommended leaving the selection of which file format to use (TIFF, PDF, XML) up to the county.  300 DPI is the standard format.

Processing eRecording

There was a discussion of which laws to site for the processing of eRecording to be in accordance with.  Likely to be sited are RCWs: 36.22, 65.04, 82.45, and 84.

The group also discussed the legal issues around the timing of eRecording – when it is received and when it is processed.

Records Retention and Preservation

The section is completed and will state that recorders must retain all records in accordance with Washington law and approved retention schedules.
Payment of Recording Fees

Collection of recording fees shall be done by county auditors in accordance with Washington law.  Banks won’t release fund until the recording is made.
Treasurers need to be on the same page as auditors for payment acceptance.

The group questioned whether to reference RCW 18.44.

Committees should send their reports to Megan to post on the website for all to see.  Our goal is to have all the reports in by March.

There is a Recording Conference in March.  

Carolyn reminded the group to share the ERSC’s business with peers in their respective fields.

The next meeting was discussed.  The meeting will be held in Pasco.  The group will share their availability for a late May/early June meeting with Megan.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 a.m.

