

Payment of Fees. 
Electronic payment of recording fees and excise tax (where applicable) shall be collected by the County Agency responsible for such as prescribed in accordance with Washington State law and accepted industry standards without incurring unreasonable electronic processing fees. 
Comments

Payments are a prerequisite to all methods of recording and processing Excise Tax. Whether or not a payment is attached to, or an authorization of payment is included in, an eRecording submission, the submission must incorporate some methodology for payment of fees associated with a particular document or set of documents (package).  


Typical payment options include: ACH (Automated Clearing House), internal escrow accounts, credit and debit cards, and eChecks.  The Washington State Counties that presently accept electronic document submissions for recorded documents use escrow accounts (Draw Down) and accept combinations of check, ACH and Credit Card payments for posting to these accounts.


Excise Tax must be paid in full prior to the completion of the excise tax transaction (and the assignment of an excise tax number).  Payment Options for excise tax collection are ACH transactions (back-to-bank transfer) at close of business the following business day of the transaction.  Agreements in place between submitter and county will guarantee the funds are available in “good faith” based on Business Rules agreed upon in a Memorandum of Understanding or Contract between the submitting party(ies) and County.

Fees are to be collected according to statute and in a manner consistent with the promotion of eRecording, and in accordance with accepted industry standards.  Each County Recorder and/or Treasurer may collect electronic excise tax or recording fees in a manner compatible with its internal software and financial practices. 


