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Palouse Clerk-Treasurer Mike Bagott looks through a long-missing
volume of the town’s city council minutes from 1915-1920. A
woman in Wichita, Kansas, called city hall earlier this month to
say she had it. /

,,,,,%Esm ﬂ&ocmm minutes book from

BY GARTH MEYER
Gazette Reporter

It was the city’s one
missing volume.

A Palouse City Council
meeting minutes compila-
tion for 1915-1920 had been
missing for as long as any-
one could remember. It was
the one hole in the city
records wrma go back to
1888.

Then, two weeks ago,
the phone rang at city hall.

It was a woman in
Wichita, Kansas, who said
she had a bound records
book from.  Palouse,
Washington.

She told Deputy Clerk
Ann Thompson that she
found it among items of her
ex-husband’s - stepfather
which were moved to
Kansas from Sedro-Woolley,
Wash.

important a record to throw
away,” said DonaMarie
Goldsmith. “T really didnt
feel right about throwing it

»

away.

Ken Kester died in
Sedro-Woolley four years
ago at age 82. At the time,
his stepdaughter arrived
from Alaska and told

Goldsmith’s ex-husband,
Michael Goldsmith, what
he could take.

“He had to come home

‘and pack it real quick,

1915-20 surfaces

because we were in the
process of  moving,”
DonaMarie said.

They were headed to a
fifth-wheel trailer and a
pole barn in Gifford, Wash.,
a town of a half-day post

office on Highway 25 at

Lake Roosevelt.
Michael  Goldsmith,
the now ex-husband,

brought the boxzes from

-Sedro-Woolley and stored
‘them above the pole barn’s

living area and in a 20-foot
car hauler. .
DonaMarie, who
retired from Boeing in 2011
after 27 years as a manu-
facturing engineer and proj-
ect manager, separated
from ‘her husband in
November. She then moved
to Kansas, where her
daughter lives. .
After moving into her

3 own apartment in Wichita
“Tt just locked like too -

in January, she slowly start-
ed unpacking. -

“I opened a box up, and
was looking at (the volume).

It had a lot of data, a lot of

information,” she said. “I

thought, it’s gotta be impor- -

”

tant to somebody.

Inside the cover, the
inscription of the manufac-
turer read, “John W.
Graham & Co. of Spokane.”
The first page showed
handwritten
Wash., city council minutes
from Oct. 20, 1914.

- said.

Palouse, .

Goldsmith soon went
on-line and sent an e-mail

- to Whitman County.

“I sent it to whoever it
was at the head of the coun-
ty,” she said. “I went to the
top office. that might be
interested in it.”

She was referred to
Palouse. Goldsmith then
located an e-mail address
for mayor Michael
Echanove. After not hearing
back, she finally called city
hall.

She was somewhat
familiar with the town.

“T've heard of it; I don’t
know if I've ever been
there,” said Goldsmith, who
was raised in Anacortes.

Once  given  the
address, she put the book
into a U.S. Postal Service
Priority Mail box and sent
it.

“The . binding was
already .coming off,” she
“It was a hundred
years old, last year.”

“Pm glad it’s back
where it belongs. It’s histo-
ry” .

Goldsmith, whose
maiden name is Fournier,
has an affinity for matters
like this. Since the ‘80s, she
has studied her family’s
geneology, beginning with
research work at the

. confinued-on next page
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(DONC, BRUNELL s 5 business analyst, writer and

columnist. He recently retired

Association of Washington Business, the state’s old
- largest business
He can be conta

as president
est and

organization, and now lives in Vancouver.
cted at theBrunells

@msn.com.)
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He can be contacted at ﬁrmwﬁ:bm:m@smbhosv




