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Public Service Recognition Week (PSRW) 
Meeting Minutes 

 
December 5, 2007 

 
 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
 
Jeanna Gillis, Auditor’s Office    Candy Curl, Corrections    
Katisha Conner, Fish & Wildlife   Mark Vessey, Historical Society 
Margaret Brennan, Investment Board  Tracy Littles, Department of Licensing  
Doug Smith, Department of Licensing  Linda Brock, Liquor Control Board  
Meagan Renick, Liquor Control Board  Bill Watson, Liquor Control Board 
Dianna Gifford, Natural Resources   Jacque Long, Personnel   
Paula Henson-Williams, Pierce College District Shad Bell, Secretary of State  
Linnaea Jablonski, Secretary of State  Dawn Sanquist, Secretary of State   
Tracy Workman, Secretary of State   Molly Hughes-Mohler, Social & Health Services 
Scott Wheeler, SPSCC    Julie McKown, Traffic Safety Commission 
   

 
 
 

WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Tracy Workman called the meeting to order at 10:05 AM and welcomed all attendees.  
Introductions were made for the record.   
 
Tracy mentioned that Secretary of State Sam Reed and State Auditor Brian Sonntag, Co-Chairs 
for the 2006 PSRW, will be at the March 12, 2008 meeting.  A group photo will be taken, and 
Sam and Brian will share their thoughts on what PSRW means to them. 
 
A brief overview of all the committees was given.   
 
COMMITTEES 
 
The Celebration Event Committee: 

• determines the event location  
• Coordinates set up, donations, food, parking, any entertainment, agency display booths, 

clean up, etc. on the day of the event 
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The Extra Mile Award Committee: 
This award was created in 1992 to honor state employees who surpass the expectations for 
exemplary service by going above and beyond the call of duty.  Last year, one winner, Emma 
from Ecology was honored for starting the first program in the nation to safely dispose of old and 
unused pharmaceuticals.  
 

• Helps distribute the nomination form throughout agencies/higher education for all state 
employees to nominate fellow workers and/or teams for going above and beyond normal 
work duties 

• evaluates and scores the nominations received 
• selects the top 10-15 nominations 
• Arranges for an elected official to visit the winners and present them with certificates.  This 

recognition takes place within the nominating agency 
 
 
The Longevity Award Committee: 
This award was created in 1999, to commemorate Ralph Munro's 20 year service as the 
Secretary of State.  The award is given to employees who have been in state service for at least 
40 years and every 5 years thereafter.  In 2005, Cleo Kirkland was honored as the first Longevity 
Award winner with 50 years of state service.   
 

• Works with the Department of Personnel and higher education to obtain a statewide list of 
employees who have completed at least 40 years of consecutive state service 

• Verifies length of service with agencies (no breaks in service)  
• Creates certificates for award winners 
• Helps arrange recognition at Vancouver, Spokane and Tri-Cities events 

 
 
The Leadership Award Committee: 

This is a new for 2008.  Public Service Recognition Week honors employees but very few awards 
recognize the outstanding work of management.  The Extra Mile Award is solicited to recognize 
outstanding employees and the Leadership Award would do just the opposite.  It would be sent 
out to agency staff via PSRW representatives, Payday FYI and press releases both electronically 
and hard copy and would also be posted on the Productivity Board website.    
 
The nominations would come to the Productivity Board who would work with the Longevity 
Committee to select maybe the top 20 and from that Sam Reed and Brian Sonntag, as the PSRW 
Co-chairs, can select the top 8 or 10 to be honored. 
 
Recognition would be in the form of a certificate or plaque presented by Sam, Brian or the 
nominees’ agency head. 
 

• Committee will select top 15-20 nominations 
• From of the committee selections, Secretary Reed and Auditor Sonntag will choose 

winners 
• Arranges for winners to be recognized 

 
 
 



PSRW 2008 Minutes 
3 

 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Overall, remember that participation in PSRW is purely voluntary.  We greatly appreciate all the 
time and resources participating agencies and representatives donate. 
 
The Secretary of State’s Productivity Board staff and Public Information Officer must approve 
everything regarding PSRW that is prepared for statewide distribution.  PSRW representatives 
may distribute anything they need within their respective agencies – this is just for statewide 
distribution.   
 
A theme for 2008 was discussed and will be added to the January agenda for discussion.  Past 
themes have been: 

• Going Above and Beyond (2005) 
• Public Employees: At Your Service (2006) 
• Proudly Serving Washington (2007) 

 
Dates for 2008 PSRW events around the state: 

• Vancouver, May 6, 2008 
• Olympia, May 7, 2008 
• Spokane, May 8, 2008 
• Tri-Cities, May 9, 2008 

 
 

Next Meeting: 
January 9, 2008 from 10:00 – 11:00 AM 

State Library Building 
6880 Capitol Blvd S 

Tumwater, WA 
 


	COMMITTEES

