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Media Relations Update

02.14.05

· Digital Library Collections/How Technology is Making History Accessible
Based on conversations with Marlys Rudeen at the State Library, a pitch was crafted that focused on the incredible amount of historical documents that are being saved at the same time that they are becoming accessible via technology. 

A general pitch using the hook of the Washington’s first newspaper being available on-line and including projects from around the state was crafted for major media:

· Northwest Cable News

Reporter Ed Muir will cover the story via the Everett Public Library. He is scheduled to interview Margaret Riddle and David Dilgard on Tuesday, February 15th at 2:30 p.m. Margaret and David have both been briefed on messaging and are comfortable with being interviewed (both have been on camera in the past.) Margaret will emphasize projects being done around the state and encourage public to stop by their local library.
· KUOW Radio

Pitched segment idea to locally produced program The Beat. Will follow-up week of February 14th.
Specific library/regional pitches were also crafted and sent to the following media:
· Ellensburg Daily Record

· Yakima Herald-Republic

· Bremerton Sun
· Peninsula Daily News

All pitched. Follow-up week of February 14th.

· Virtual Reference/Why Ask Jeeves When You Can Ask A Librarian

Based on time spent at the “Virtual Reference” meeting last week, and initial conversations with attending librarians, this looks like an interesting story to pitch. Follow-up with librarian Buff Hirko will take place on Tuesday February 15th (she was out of town following the conference) as will further conversation with Cindy Wigen at Whitman County Library.
We see this story as being worthy of many areas in the state. Without doubt, after speaking with people at the conference, the project is a huge success in Whitman County, so a pitch in that area is definite and we’ll follow-up later this week and next. Possible print media could include:

· Spokesman Review

· King County Journal
· The Olympian

· Bellingham Herald 
 
· Clark County Juvenile Detention Center/Meet An Adult That Can Actually Talk With Teens (And She Happens to Be A Librarian!)
Based on conversations with Sue Vanlaanen and Trish Segal, a pitch was crafted that focused on the incredible outreach being done by Trish within the teenage community in the Fort Vancouver Regional Library System (about 40,000 teens). Trish not only commands respect as “the library lady” at “Juvie”, she has worked with local teens to create an annual Battle of the Bands as well as a teen film festival. She is a great picture of the modern librarian.
Note, this idea has been conveyed to the local reporter at The Columbian that covers the library (Tom Hoyt) on a number of occasions and he has chosen not to cover it. Because of this, the pitch was sent to the following:

· The Portland Oregonian (Vancouver Bureau) 

Follow-up this week.
· North Central Regional System/Wow It’s Big – And That’s Not All 
Based on conversations with Dan Howard, a couple of pitches are in the works. One pitch is about the size of the system and diversity of the patrons. They do an amazing job reaching their communities – including the mail-order system that involves creating a catalog three times a year and maintaining a mail order system that is unheard of in this day and age for libraries. Another pitch is focused on Dean Marney – the NCRS Director. Like Trish, he shatters the “typical” librarian thought. He teaches yoga, boxes, is a published author of children’s books, majored in dance and is an accomplished piano player.  
The first pitch idea was sent to the following media:

· Moses Lake Columbian Basin Herald

· Spokesman Review

· Lake Chelan Mirror
· Coulee City News Standard

Follow-up will occur on the week of the 14th. Possible pitch to Spokane television at this time.
 The second pitch (Dean Marney) is very specific and targeted:
· The Wenatchee World

This pitch has not been sent. Waiting to confirm if such a story has been written (Dan thought something may have been written a few years ago).
· Other Ideas we’re pursuing this month and next (Specific and General)
· Kittitas Valley Community Hospital Library
· Yakima Nation Library
· “Quiet” vs. “Exploring” – contrasting the perceptions of libraries vs. the dynamic places they are today

 

