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— From the text

In 1967, we were the minority party. So I knew it was going 
to take some extra maneuvering to get an open housing bill 
passed. My tactic was to plead for them to see the light, the 
rightness of my cause. And I remember one time when I 
corrected  Slade Gorton, the brilliant Republican majority 
leader. He was trying to make a point that the Republicans 
were used to being in the minority in the Legislature and 
he said, “Mr. Smith doesn’t know how it feels to be in the 
minority.” And I said, “Oh, yes I do!” My comment caught 
him off guard. And everyone laughed—Democrats and 
Republicans—they could see that I spoke the truth with 
humility and humor. And so they gradually came around to 
accept my position. And I taught Slade what he was saying. 
But Slade and I were friends, and I remember  Shelby Scates 
wrote that Slade was a “not-so-secret Smith admirer.”
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