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During his twelve years in Congress, Joel was always 
in the minority party, but was so well liked and trusted 
by members of both parties that he could play an 
effective role. He organized social events for House 
members and games like softball and Pickle-Ball. 
People got used to each other and the Washington 
delegation began to work on common interests. Joel 
was the glue that held the delegation together. When 
he retired after fi ve re-elections, as he had promised 
before his fi rst election, he came up to talk with me 
about possible new avenues. He really did not have 
much support in his family for running for lieutenant 
governor and we had a long talk over lunch. I told 
him he would be a natural in that role and could turn 
the job into a very useful public service. He did run, 
was elected, and became a very popular lieutenant 
governor by using his unique talent for bringing 
people together.

— From the foreword by Jim Ellis
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During his twelve years in Congress, Joel was always 
in the minority party, but was so well liked and trusted 
by members of both parties that he could play an 
effective role. He organized social events for House 
members and games like softball and Pickle-Ball. 
People got used to each other and the Washington 
delegation began to work on common interests. Joel 
was the glue that held the delegation together. When 
he retired after fi ve re-elections, as he had promised 
before his fi rst election, he came up to talk with me 
about possible new avenues. He really did not have 
much support in his family for running for lieutenant 
governor and we had a long talk over lunch. I told 
him he would be a natural in that role and could turn 
the job into a very useful public service. He did run, 
was elected, and became a very popular lieutenant 
governor by using his unique talent for bringing 
people together.

— From the foreword by Jim Ellis


