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.Two ·major trends in evacuee thinking have been apparent since last
March. The . dominant one through July was the persistence of the
conviction that centers could not be closed out completely. - The
other, which developed slowly tt:.:r:'-' ugh the sprin"g,and sumner , was
that resettlement on the West Coas t was possi ble even before the
end of the war. The two points of view have gone through dynamic
changes, each gaining and losing adherents as WRA policy develop
ments have unfolded and the war, housing shortage, and West Coast
prejudice and discrimination have played on conceptions of the
future.

1. The Idea of the Residue

The evacuee view that centers should exist for the duration of the
war goes back to evacuation, when they were led to believe that
the centers would be uwarduration" homes. It lost some ground in
the face of satisfactory relocation outside the centers by Nisei
and some Issei, but it had remained throughout the three years of
center life the generally accepted view among Issei.

When WRA presented its policy of center closure in December, 1944,
i t. I'~quired more than three months before there was any g.::-meral .
accep~ance even of the belief that the agency was in ea r ne s t . It
was only after,repeated stat~ments by project o f~ i c ia ls , visits to
allcent~rs by the National Director during ~hi ch he d i s ~ us s ed the
policy with evacuee groups, and the failure of . the All-Ce~ter Con
ference to influence 1!'IRA in important ways t.ha t. La r ge n umber-s of
evacuees became convinced tha t WRA had stated i t.s ac t na L intentions.
Perhaps by April most evacuees were living wj.t ll the Ld ea of center
closure in some form. This acceptance did nut hov:e ver result in
widespread decisions to relocate. Influenced by a vQriety of mo-

, tives, ranging frpm simple sa tisfaction wi th J'e2.cc 8. t t on center life,
through fear of reception outside, to convi8tior.. of the injustice
of closing centers during the war, the great majority of people
waited.

By'June most of the persons in the centers had a 'settled conviction
that, even though VffiA was determined to relocate everyone, ? large '

, number could not and would not relocate either until more assistance
was given or they were simply ordered out of the centers. There
would, in ·o t h er words, be a ' "residue. n The residue concept ' had been
formulated earlier, in 1944, when there were rumors of conter clo
sure, but now it became a constant subject of discussion and a cen
tor political issue. By the ena of June it was ~s basic an elemont

in evacuee thinking as the war, West Coast prejudice, or government
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obtusity. Almost all responsible. evacuee leaders believed in it
and many members of 'pr o j ec t staffs sharedvthe b:elief. Estimates
of the oxtent of tho residue were freely made. Most were a third
to a half lower than such estimates "made in 'J a nua r y by councils
and other evacuee bodies. A widely accupted estimate by Poston
evacuees was about 5000 for that centero At Minidoka in June
'eva c uee leaders spoke in terms of a residue of 2000. At Topaz
estimates in late July r?nged from 1000 to . 2000. The residuG was
regarded as inev i table unless VillA changed its policy in .some way.

Once accepted, the idea of thE; residue led necessarily to certain
further questions. For example, "What about schools in the fall
for the children of persons 'who cannot r elocate!'" During the
spring schools were raised as an l.ssue with WRA. Closing them by
't h E; end ' of the summer was regarded as a broken promis e and as un-
just to those who couldn't rolocate. The MJnidoka Council sought
l egal grounds f'o r r equiring WH1'l. to continue the schools I), The PTA
and other groups in various c enters protested and cast about for
means of continuing the schools. In most contcrs groups of parents
ccrrt i.nued through Augus t to mak» plans for gi vi ng their chi ldren
schooling in th e centers.

A s ocond important question was '~lhat will be done with th e residue
ultimately after WRJ'1. clos es out?" This was a constant point of dis
cussion in all centers. Speculation developed along innumerable
lines: Gila and Pos ton would remain open; Manzariar wouLd r oma ln
open as an old .p ooples' hOlli0; ' the Justice Department would take over ~

a new a gency would bo created; utc. The feeling wa s stronG that WRA
must have some und isclos ed plan for taking care of the residue.
This f oeling grew, a nd the issu0 was taken up in some councils.
VlRA ' ~ refusal to admi t a r csid ue was branded as unreal istic. As
o.iscussion continued, feeline against VillA hardened. It was held
that it was inhumane not to r evc a l the pl an for di s posa l . WPJ'i.
should l8t people know their fate. ·If on the ot her hand there was
no plan that VIaS oven more inhumane, for i.t would !TI8an . that unro
locatable people would be f orc ed out 2t the end with nowhere to go.
Feeling of this sort was strong in Topaz and other c enters by the
e lla of J u.ly.

Evacue e thinking concernine Cl r esidue ~as bas ed, at l east in part,
on lack of information concerning the pos s ibi l i.ti es f or t he various
kinds of peopl e then loft i n thcl centers. Tnus pers ons classified
as internees (such as r enunciants of citi.zenship) by the Justic e
Departnent, those exclud ed from t h0 coast by Army ord ers, dopend ency
cases, larg8 families with d epleted resources and other hardship
cases, persons able but disibclined for personal reaS 0ns t o leave
the centers, repatriates, persons too timid to take. the step to
leave, and those who felt that they should hav e interne e status
were all lumped together in the concept of the residue. The r osidue
idea had bec ome an unanalyzed stereotype which for many was some
thing to lean on in 'their search for security and a block to indiv-
idual initiative. .
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But · the residue theo;ry, was based on a good .deal more than lack
of information about ·the plans ,for various types of cases. It
was rooted in the , exp eri~nc e of the past three years. It was
nourished 'by the feeling that 'a governmeht ,commitment .f or '''war
duration homes" was not being lived up to and by the hos t i.Lit.y
which, characteristically,had developed tow~~d an agency charged
with the problems "qf people made dependent through no fault of
their own. ' It was fanned by each new shooting incident or evidence
of anti-evacuee feeling on the West Coast. It rested in the feel
ing of helplessness of family heads isolated in centers . and unable
to see the way to a new start outside. ' I t ' wa s rooted in the feel
·i ng that the government was not being as generous as it might in
helping evacuees toward a readjustment. If there had been complete
isolation in the centers ~uring t~is period, 'i t is' likely that the
residue viewpoint 'would have been the only one of ,a ny consequence
,and the overwhelming majority would have settled· back "to regard
·t h ems el ves as <;ill members of the residue. There were, however~
other forces working against the acceptance ' of the idea, and these
gathered momentum during June and JUIY~ .

,2 . Relocation Wes~

By March l ' on.Ly about 700 persons had left the centers for the t.hr.se
West ··Coast states ~ These 'were mostly property owncr-s , usually in
dividuals with exceptional confidence in themselves and their
ability to buck antagonism. Despite the opening of the West Coast
only between 500 end 600 persons were leaving the centers weekly
by the end of March. This was, howeve~, almost double the weekly
average for March the previous year. Much of the increase was ob
viously due · to We,st Coast .movement , but still three times as many
were going eastward as west. Relocation ,t hr ough the winter and
early spring was still largely determined by the eastv~rd base, but
it was clear that a new factor was already wqrking strongly.

'The terminal departures do not indicate the major factor which "was
ultimately to influence r-eLoca tion most "p r of oundl y . This ' was the
vo Lume of explora tory moveme.nt to t.he West Coast'. Per-sons. on short
term leave, "scouts" as they came to be called" ·looking. over ,t he '
old territory at their own expense, began ·to .go .out in thG ~wintet.

By April their numbers had reached considerable ' proportions '. ' · At '
Posten in April, there were mora than twice as many "seauts" out to
California points as persons .who had pernianentlyleft the center'"
for the coast: 410 on shor.t teru as against 183 'on terminal leave.
The ,n umber of scouts continued to multiply during the spring. ' In-

, ~v i tably they influenced attitudes in the centers. They came' back
with a wide variety of stories, some good and some bad, but all of
actual experiences in which friends and relatives had confidence.
The basi~ for real participation in relocation pianning was steadilJ
being laid. New attitudes about the possibility of return despite

,t h e war slowly grew up, a ttitudes not at all char-ac t.er-Ls t.Lc of re..:.
location center thinking up to this point.



•

-4-

The month of April marked the turning point in feeling about the
West Coast. In general during the early months of the year evac
uees in the centers accepted the constantly reiterated statements
written by West Coast friends that "the ,time is not yet ripe for
return. II I Numerous shooting and 'arson Lncident.s in the Central
Valley of CaLf.f'ornd.a re-inforced this view, 'a s did the sudden ap
pearance of anti-Japanese organizatio~s in Oregon and Washington.
Well on into May the dominant objectibn raised to West Coast re
location was fear of violence at ~h e hands of West Coast people • .
Nevertheless already in April began to appear wrumistakable signs
of a new positive approach to re-establishment on the West Coast.

Two indications of this new approach may 'be singled out as examples.
In the same week, the last week in April, two events occurred which
reveal the trend most c l.earLy , On April 27, the Buddhist Churches
of America under the l eadership of Bishop Matsukage announced a
,pl an for the reestablishment of headquarters outside the Topaz cen
ter and for a systematic participation in resettlement with the es
tablishment of hostels in Wes t Coast regions. At the same time a
Christian minister Rev. D. Ki t a gawa was at Heart Mountain telling
his experi ence during a return to an actively hostile community,
Whit e River, Washington. He spread widely through the centors a
letter announcing his cunviction t ha t the only way to combat West
Coast hostility was to return'in numbers to ,the old cOffiDuniti es and
meet it face to fac e. Thes e particUlar events by no means affected
large numbers of eva cuee s instantaneously. They are merely in
dicative of the influences wh i ch were beginning to operate on a
small scale among the evacuees themselv es, focusing the problem and
influencing group after group to participate in the settl ement of
its own future and to resume the old frontal attack on prejudice.

By June another typo of influenc e was beginning to be felt. This
was the change in attitudo of prominent pers ons in the centers who
had been publicly oppos ed to r elocation. Some wont out on scouting
trips, came back hnd with no declaration of change of view quietly
slipped out of the centers with their families. Others came back,
described their experiences publicly, plumped for r elocation, and
one day wont out. The term "bandwugon " leader, began to be heard,
as defections from the so-called "sit-tighter" gr o ups increased.
Any s ensG of unity which the sit-tighters may ha~ e felt was steadily
undermined. As one prominent Mi n i doka l eader said in duly: "You
can't really tell who's who any more. Wha t a man says in public
doesn't count. He may go out tomorrow." Whet was happening was
the disintegration of the comounity into individuals who were put
ting the solution of their personal problems before any group con
siderations.

The greater number of community leaders were not however behaVing
in this way. I Many had never been in the ranks of "the opposition."
Others under the sway of the residue theory continued to hammer at
WRA. for more relocation aid. Still others, perhaps the most ef
fective and most respected, worked hard, despite conviction that. ..
,t h er e would be a residue, to help others solve their relocation
pToblems and to coordinate individual planning with what assistance
was available from the government.
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Relocation figures mounted slowly but steadily through May. In
mid-May they were little above those for the same period i n 1944.
In June, however, there was a slight upsurge, bringing weekly, de
partures from all centers to about 1100. By the end of July, after
a brief 'midswnmer slump, it appeared that the new influences had
reached a .maximwm and that the centers had settled down to a higher
summer relocation rate than in previous years , ',but not one whi ch
would result in emptying the , centers · by the end of the year. Th is
was pretty much in accordance wi t h the predictions of thos e who held
to · the residue theory, maintaining that r elocation would rise sharp
ly after Mayas a result 'of the new reloca t.i.on bas e on the We s t ',
Coast, but that it ,would fall or level off to a "plateau," not ac-
celerating in late s~er and fall. '

By August. a l mos t as many persons were going west as east. The --fig
ures, however, hardly r eflected the mounting interest ' in ,th~ : West

Coast. At t i t.ud es in the centers indicated t hat 't he ma jor block to
a stea dily a ccel era ting r eloca ti on ra t e lay mainly in housing. '
Pco ~lo were 'pi l i ng ' up in the hoste l s on the West Cons t, ~ esrit~ the
cons tant opening of more hostels • Ti~ e T C ';'JetS extr-eme difficulty in
locating either permanent or temporary ' plac es to live ,and the ac
counts of t.h ese difficulties wer e influencing ,people 'i n the centers.
Three months ·ea r l i er the major 'anxiety had been fear of violenc e.
Now that fear had hecome relatively unImportant and: the chief
obstacl e ev erywhere was l ack of housing. Although root ed i n reality
the coric er-n ov er housing' was steadily becoming an obs essLon ,'

The shift from West Coast violence ' t o housing as the --chI ef' relocation
anxiety indicated a profound chcngr in Gent~r'attitudes~ ' P~ople

wer..e in touch a ga i n in an intimate way ' wi th t.ho- West Coast a nd "their
former communities. Anti-Gvacue e feeling was admitted to be sporadic
and localized. The orientation was definitBly 'ou t war d ' now. ' Wor r i es
were tied in with practical difficulties in the oid localities.
Still the idea of the residue was domt nant in:' the- "c en t -er s and vt.he
real shortage of housing was suffici ent to cause ' a' majority of people
to regard themselvas as members of the r- es i.due , '

3. The Disintegration of the C enter~ "

During August the whole situation in the centers changed with un
predict8d r apidity. By the middl e of August, Poston which had been
sauntering along with one of the lower ·relocation rates sudd ently
began to lead a l l ,c en t er s in weekly departures. This was i ndicative
of a general turn toward accelerated r elocation activity. The 're
location figur es for the third week in August were twic e the number
which had become routine in July. ' Thr ee weeks 'later eve n this figure
had nearly doubled to a total of 3;748 departures for th e wee k from .
all centers. The increaseS'varied considerably from centor :to canter:
reflecting local influences, but all centers except Manzanar showed
sudden rises a t some time during the period • . There wore obviously
new factors at work. ' ,
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It ~s difficult to assess the relative importance of the new fac
tors. One which had- some influence it/as cercta i .n.Ly the ' recent de-

l " .

.veLopraerrt.s in VillA .pol -icy·, all .c errt er-Lng on making: center closure
. 'mor-e definite. From De.cember .t.hr c ugh early June WM indicated no

new t ea tures of closing policy • . People. knew only ; ~that WM in
tended· to close centers not later than January 2, 1946. By the tinE
.t h e residue theory had crystallized ' in evacuee thinking, however,
a new.feature was announced, namely, that the smaller units of · .
Poston and· Gila would , cl os e by October 1. There was no pronounced
evacuee reaction and no apparent effect on relocation fi gures. It
is probable that the announced dates for these units eliminated

, s om~ of the speculation to the effect that Gila and Poston would be
retained for the residue. It also sharpened the question which
everyone was asking: "What will be done with those still in cen
ters when they close?" Within a month the closing schedule for all
centers, somewhat in advance of January 2, was announced, .Aga i n
there was .no pronounced evacuee reaction or any Lmpor-t.arrt .effect
6ri.ielo9at~on figures. If the announcement had any great effect
on persons who had not already been planning relocation, it was
chiefly to convince them that qome agency other than VniA would

.ul t i ma t el y take over the restdue. However, there was some indica
tion that it gave impetus to l eaders who were actively working to
help other eVbcuees solve their relocation problems. Aside from
this the major effect was probably to stimulate the relocation
staff in the centers to ~orG intensive effort. Early in AURust the
fin&l implementation of VillA .pol i cy was announced in Admi ni s t r a t i ve
Instruction No. 289, which provided for the scheduling of departure
quotas for all centers so that they would be empty on the dates set.
Whatover general reaction there may have been to this was almost
imLlediately submerged in the announc ement of peace with Japan.

The closing of hostilities between Japan and the United States has
probably been the crucial fQctor ~n the now general acceptance of
relocation. WRh policy; after the summer of 1942, hinged not on
the duration of the war, but r ather on exc.lusion from the former
residence area, as crucial in the determination of liquidation dates
for the centers. The most common Iss ei view, on the other hand,
was that the war had given ris e to the camps and that such havens
of neutrality, once established, should remain until the war was
over. . .

The reaction to pe&ce was immediate. It is true that poorly in~

formed persons and some who disbelieved American war news on prin
ciple did not accent the announcement promptly. Even a month later
there we're individuals who still ·f e l t that it did not ring true. '
They had not expected such an enp, and the suddenness with ·which
it came caught, them unpr-epar-ed, The better informed amor.g the .
Issei, however, accepted the new situation within a w€ek or two,
and most of these were in influential. positions among the evacuees.
As one chairman of a ~ap8nese Nationals committe-e"said, ·"We feel'
that there is no longer a fence around the center;" and another,
"We have nothing to argue about now." Even before the Army li:ftej
its restrictions on segregees and individually excluded persons
the tide had turned. By the first of September the movement out
ward was steady and on such a scale that it taxed the processing
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facili ties in most centers ~ Even the' continued housing shortage
seemed to retard ve.ry little the gener-aL exodus. Only Manzanar
lagged.

By the middle of September life in the centers was charged with
a sense of teflporariness. Populations had been reduced from 40
to 70 per cent in a space cf eight months. Center newspapers had
been discontinued. The process of merging messhalls had long
since been accepted and had now become a routine matter, usually
smoothed during the first consolidation meal with a pleasant cere
mony. Councils were generally disintegrating, although most con
tinued to hold meetings. Except at Me n zana r , block closures .had
been resisted, and consequently the emptiness of blocks occupied
by only a few f aInilies contributed to the ghost town atmosphere.
Social activities had largely ceased, especially in the centers
nearest to closing date.

~he sense of temporariness was hei~ltened by a gradual development
of confusion. In the centers about to close the work of maintenance,
keeping the blocks clean, janitor service, even messhall work was
done by volunte5rs and consequently irregulurly and none too ef-

. ~ i c i ently . Most activity was in dismantling apartments, crating
household goods, hauling baggage. Evacuees were helping each other
voluntarily, much as they had in the early days when the centers ;
were startingo Projeqt directors' worries shifted sharply to those
of getting ' baggage packed and haUled, to appointed staff mcrale, and
to how to maintain services for the appointed staff o The most ur
gent problems were all suddenly tied up with the ways and means of
departure.

It was clear that center disintegration had reached a point at which
it could not be reversed. Whether or not every center closed to the
day on s chedule, there was no doubt thet the view of centors as
places holding a ny security whatever hed vanished. The roal prob
lerosof relocation had been shifted back to the communities of the
West Coast where they originated.


