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A report relative to the occupation of tl,e island of San Juan . 

ArRn. :?G , 1%0.- Laitl U]~ r m tilt' t.ll •le. anrlunlt·reJ. to be print c·r1. 

DEP.mT:IlEXT OF STATE, 

Washington, .AJrril 23, lSGO. 
SIR: In compliance with the rc~nlution of the Hou•e of lt<'prest•nta

tives of the Gth instant, I transmit a copy of the n•port of Henry R 
Crosbie, esq., relative to the occupation of the island of Sau Juan. 

I have the honor to be your obedient sen·ant, 
LEWIS CASS. 

Hon. \VILLIA:Il PE!I":"ifl!i"OTON, 
Speaker of the House of flrp1·esentatives. 

M1·. Crosllie to fJeneml Cass. 

\VASHINGTON, D . C., .April:), ISGU. 
SIR : In compliance with your re•1uc•t, I transmit herewith a com

municati on embodying the facts and occurrences with ret;nrd to tile 
occupation of the Island of San Juan . 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your ohcdienf " 'n·ant, 
HENRY It. Cl:U:-illlK 

H on. L EWI S CAss, 
Secretary of State. 

T he first permanent occupation of the island of San .Tuan was 
effected on t he 13th day of December, 18:i3, l•y the Iandin~ from the 
Hudson's Bay Company's steamer "Bteaver ' ' of a flock of 1 ,:UJO •he~p,_ 
under charge of l\Ir. Charles J . Griffin, then a clerk, no~w ~ chwf 
trader in the company's service, and who has ever since remamed on 
the island in charge of their property and interests. Th{: ]•lace ~~d, 
however, been frequented the three previous years as a fisl.wg station; 
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the fishing part ies were res]Jectively under charge of l\Iessrs. Sim]l
~<on aud !llcDonald, buth clerks in the company 's sen-ice; they oc
cup~ed ~he island sim ply the few weeks of the ~almon season, aban
donm~ 1t as soon as that was over. 

No English settler or colonist has e\·er been on the i~land, and no 
occupation or claim was attempted to be set up previous to the nar 
1853. In the summer of that year the propriety of claiming and oc
cupying it wa~ discussed by the cluef factors of the Hudson's Bay Com
Jmny at Victoria, and having determinfd on doing so, llir. 1\icD,mald 
the same who had been in charge of the fishing pnrties fur the tw~ 
previous year~, was designated as the person to open a sheep farm 
and thus make the claim through the company in behalf of the Ena: 
l i•h govern ment .. This was determined in tht month of July. Dela)~, 
how.,ver, arose t11l the early part of December, when, on the arrival 
of Mr. Griffin from F ort Simpson, it was deemed that he was a more 
suitable l' erson, and he was accordingly forthwith despatched tn Sun 
Juan for that purpose. 

On learning of this invasion of American soil, J. 1\f. Ebey, the 
collector of customs for the Puget's Sound district, at once not.itied .Gov
f>rnor Douglas that the sheep were liable to seizure for being brow•ht 
with in the jurisdiction of his custom-house withNlt paying dt;ty. 
Governor Douglas tlwreupon claimed it as British soil, and appointed 
l\lr. Griffin n stipendiary magistrate for the island of San Juan, tts a 
dependency of Vancom·er's island, thu~ extending the English laws 
over the island. 

'l'he United States collector having no means of enforcing the col
l ection of the customs-there wa:; at that time no revenue cutter in the 
district, or other available force-protested against the action of Gov
ernor Douglas, notifying him that m·eutuRI!y this unjustifiable intrn
sion would have to be accounted for. He also appointed a (' uit~d 
St.ates inspectur of customs to remain on the island, directing him to 
keep an account of all gocds and dutiable eflects that might be landed 
by the Engl ish. Shortly afterwards a complaint was sworn to against 
lllr. \Vehber, the iuspector, by Captain Sangster, the collector or Yan
coll\·er' s island, and on that complaint, the purport or which was the 
very a·bsnrd one of calling himself a custom-he. use officer, a warraut 
was issued. Captain Sangster himself, acting as constable, placed his 
hands on W ebber's shoulder, and attempted to arrest him in the 
Queen's name. \Vehbcr declined to obey the arrest, threatening to 
shoot the first man who interfered with l1irn in the possession of his 
ri..,htful liberty, saying, first, that he had committed no crime; and, 
sc~oudly, that he was on American soil, an d wuuld not recognize th~ir 
riuht to issue any process again8t tim. 'l'he wnrrant of arre~t is stt!l 
iu

0
.Mr. \Ve bbcr's possession. '!'he constable having handed it to him, 

on his rt>quest to see it, he retained it as proof, should there be any ne
cessity lor such, of tue strange and absurd course of conduct pursu~d 
by the Hudson's Bay Com1>any and the English colonial autbonues 
of Vancouver's island. 

:Mr. vVebher remained o.n San Junn about a year, but was forced at 
last to leave on account of the daily insecurity of his life lrom the_ 
n or.thern 1 ndians, on se1·er.al.occasions having to seek the shelter of 
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the Htulson's Bay House, at one time remaining se-reral days within 
their enclosure without darin11: to go out. 

He was succeeded in office by Oscar Olney, who left from the same 
rea~on after a few months, and he in turn by the present inspector, 
J'aul K. Hubbs, jr., all of whom have, at different times, been com
}Jelled, temporarily, to avail themselves of the protection of Mr. 
Griffin, the Hudson's Bay Company 's agent, and which, in justice to 
him, I must say was always freely accorded. 

This feeling of insecurity, however, ~ffectually prevented the settle
ment of the island, which would otherwise, from its position anJ its 
agricultural advantages, been years ago almost entirely taken up by 
farmers. 

At the first session of the legislative as•embly of Washington 
Territory, in 1854, the upper part of Island county, which, by its 
oq:anization in 1852 by the Oregon legislature, included within its 
boundaries the islands of San Juan, Lopez, Orcas, Blakely, Decatur, 
and Shaw, was organized into the new county of '¥hatcom. 

The assessment of San Juan was made with the other parts of the 
county the same year, but the enforcement of the tax was not made 
till :\larch lR, 1855, when the sheriff, in pursuance with the req uire
ments of the law in such cases, seized thirty odd sheep on the Hudson's 
Bay Company's farm, and sold them t o the highest bidder, the pay
ru~nt of the taxes due the county ha,·ing been refused by )fr. Griffin. 

It is lor this seizure the Hudson ' s Bay Cnmpany have had the 
a'surance to present a claim through the British minister to the ~:>tate 
Department for the moderate sum of nearly $15,000. AR a more full 
and complete answer to this extravagant claim, to show how ont of all 
proportion to the damage incurred is the amount claimed, I annex 
herewith a re\'icw of the report of Governor Dou~las published in the 
"Pioneer & Democrat," at Olympia, Washington Territory, April 
30, 1858. 

W'hatcom county never relinquished her claim, and the taxes were 
regularly assessed each year, though no attempt was again made to 
enforce them, in the st.rong hopes that prompt an<! energetic s teps 
would be at once taken by the government to prevent any further 
necessity of having thus rigidly to assert her rights. The county 
authorities, in order to prevent any collisiun or difficulty, which they 
saw would be inevitable should they follow their original determina
tion, contented themselves by simply each year making the annual 
assessment, feeling confident that in the end the rightful dues would 
be paid, looking torward to a speedy settlement of their undoubted 
right of sovereignty over the island. 

The same was also the cour8e of conduct pursued by the custom
bouse inspector, he merely taking an account of the vessels arriving 
anrl the goods landed. 

'l'he last assessment was made on the 20th of l\Iav, 18il9, at wh ich 
time there was due the county $935. There were 4,:.oo sheep, 40 
head of cattle, five yoke of oxen, 35 horses, and 40 hogs on the islan<l, 
the property of the company, with about 80 acres fenced and und er 
culti,·ation, sowed principally with oats, peas, and potatoes. There 
were attached to the Hudson's Bay Company 's station, besides l\Ir. 
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Griffin, l·ighteen ~<en-ants, three only of whom were white, and those 
three w~re natural ized American citizens, and exerciaeil tl1eir ri.,ht s 
as such at the territorial election held on the second 1\londay in July 
last, at which time there were twenty-nine actual settlers on the 
i8land. 

The request was made by tl1e American settlers as early as !\lay to 
General Harney to give them a small force, say a detachment of 
twenty men, something that would give tl1em a feeling of securitv as 
continued apprehension "~>as equally as bad as actual danger; it·l;ad 
prevented the settlement of San Juan and the adjoining isolated 
islands for years, this being the stopping place or point of departure 
from whenc~ the northern marauding Indians issued to commit their 
llcpreilationH. Already several murders had bt-en committed in the 
11ei gh borhood, some of them quite recently , and they claimed that 
protL>etion which citizens had a ri ght to demand of their go,·ernment. 
He was urgently asked to \'isit the island, to view its resources and 
its advantngeo11S po;ition . He d id so on his inspecting tour, a few 
wet·ks later , of the military posts on the sound after his return from a 
visit to Vancouver's island. 

The settlers afterwards drew up the request in writing, which they 
had before verbally made, aTl(l forwarded for hi s action thereon. At 
the same time l•e was also informed of the expectation of the settlers, 
tlH1.t one of their number would be arrested by the English authori· 
ties. 

In Rcconlance with this request, General Harney placed upon the 
island Captain Pir·kett's corn pan)' of the 9th infantry. Trnops hn<l 
previou~lr h~>en sent there in small de!f!Chments to inquire into out
rages •·ommit.tetl. What. was a'ked was permanent protection, and 
n ot till occasional visit of an inadequate force at long intervening 
periuik Not. the mosfremote idea was entertained by the settlers th at 
tiJC thus nffording them the protect ion to which they were entitled 
was to l1e made the excuse lor the excitement so very unnecessarily 
creHted hy the in•liscreet action and demonstration made by Gm·ernor 
Dnnglas. They the le~s apprelwnded it., because thos~ of their own 
number who had been thrown most in contact with the English authori
tieP were cnn\'inretl that thP Eul!;lish themselves did not conscientinusly 
b•·li eve t!•ey had any lq.:itimate right whatever t<J the island. It had 
~impl.1· l11'('n locah•d on by the Hmhon' s I3ay Company, to giYe t.o a 
sl1adow~· claim the sub,tance of an occupation , hoping that they 
would be left und i~turhcd in possess ion long enough to dignify the 
pretence into something like a right~a mere stroke of colonial policy, 
perhaps ~uccessfu l from it• Yery audacity. By claiming all the islands 
to the Rosario straits, rather than have any di fficulty-and we were 
t o he rompellt·d to b~lie•e, if possible, we were on the verge of it-a 
compromi•e would be effected hy th e ad option of "\Vashington chan
nel, a nnrrow 8trait between the islands of San Juan and Lopez, in 
f•>nw parts a scant quarter of a mile across, and the ~urrende! ~o them 
of Pviut. R .. herts, at the mouth of Fraser river, thus obt.ammg the 
mo~t. ,·alnable of the islauds-indeeJ the only one they cared about. 
Tite>e ar~ known to ha\'c been their hopes and expectations ever since 
they touk the bold step of occupying San Juan. 
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The same day that Captain P ickett lanrled , her Britannic )Loie•tr' s 
ship "Satellite" came i_nto tl_•e ha~bor of S:tn Juan and lalHl<col. }l~jor 
De Conrey as the Enghsh st1pen<hary magJotrat.e. At t),.. t ime the 
"Satellite" left Victoria it"'"" not known that there were any Ameri
can troops on the island or to be phtceol there. C11pta in Pn·~nst.. the 
commander of the "Stttellite," stMed that it was nut even known at 
Victor ia such a movement was c\lntemplated. He ha-i C<•rne o\·er hv 
dirtction of the colonial gm·ernor to instal the English mag istrate in 
his position as the ci.-il official of the island. 

So man~· false statements hare been 1•nbliohed in the "London 
Times," which arc somewhat oliicial in their nature , being written by 
J\Ir. Dona!U Fmser, a membe1· of the executive council of Vancouver·, 
island, and which are taken for the true history of the afl'air, ioRtea<l 
of bei ug, as t hey most generall.v arc, exactly the reverse . that I olcern 
it proprr here to say, in contraolict.iou of some of those misreprescnta
tio~>s, t hat no American mag istrttte or a ny other eivili11n whatever 
came with Captttin Pickett. As the magi•trate of 'vVnatc:om c·mtJt.y, 
on my arrival in the st.eamer " Const.itution, " on the :;~th July, I 
came merely for a temporary '·isit ; find ing there was a n Eu:.di"h 
official claimin g to be the civi l authority of the islantl, I renu.ine•l as 
such on the part of the Uni t.c<l States. J diLl •o in ac:cordance witl, my 
own judgment of what was my dnty in the premi"es, inform ing the 
English magi•trate tlHLt whilst I coni<! not for a moment acknnwletlge 
he ha<l any right whatever to exercise any magi"tcrial fn11ctious on 
the islam!, and the attempt to execute a ny process he might issue 
wo uld be at once promptly met , yet I felt sure th at, lt1king into con
s ideration the disastrous consequences that mi~ht ensue by a collision 
on t he part of the civil authority, he would do whatever lay in h is 
pnwer to avoid so deplorable a result.. By direction of Govel'tlor 
Dou;.:ltts, the British naval Ioree were I o obey any command or req ui
sition that be might make upon them for assistance. 

lllajor de Conrey re<!l ized the rcspo nsibili t.y of his pooition, an •! 
acted throughout the whole difficulty with a discretion and gnnol feel
ing which temletl \'ery much to preserve <tniet arul peRcc. T hat he 
was appointed lor· the express purpo.~e ot seeing llrit isb laws enforcetl 
npon the island is be\·oud doubt. His c:Jmm!ssio!l is J ated J uly 2G, 
185\l, and he was noti fied that he WllR t.o b~ appointed nearly a month 
previous. T hese are facts that cannot be disputed. 

Governor Douglas' s lttter t <> General Harn"y is no' correct in two 
essen tial1wints : one with regard to l\1r. Dallas, and the other as to 
the intended a tt•; nrpt. to apprehend an American citizen. 

lllr. D;~llas, it is true, did not come over in a man-of~ war; he en me 
over in toe Hnd .~on 's Bay Company ' s st<'alner "Beaver ;" nor coul d he 
have known tili aft er his ar r ival, as the occurrence lnHI taken place 
but a lew h ours pn•vious, anything with regan! f.o the diffi culty. His 
subsequent indiscreet. conduct., and the cunt roll iug influence lw pos
>esses over Govenror Douglas, is the whole cause of all the trollblc on 
that score. 

l\lr. Dallas is not It chief factor; his powers are much mnre cxten
si\·e. He is one of the directors ol tn.e Htubon·s I:ay Company, and hR .~ 
extraorJinary powers gmute<l him by the compauy, as will be seen by 
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his commission. So far from not being connected with the gov~rn
ment, he has been tver since his residence on Vancouvt>r's island-tor 
nearly the last two years-a member of the executive council, as is 
also Mr. Donald Fraser, who was with him at the time above al
luded to. 

Immediately on his return from San Juan, the appointment of a 
magistrate for the island was determined on, and the agent of the 
Hudson 's Bay Company was directed to lodge a complaint against the 
party referred to, not only on the ground of the killing of the animal, 
but also as a trespass upon lands belonging to the company, in addi
tion to which he was direckd to proceed against any other of the set
tlers that he might deem interfered with his sheep runs, or where,·er 
l1e might f.hink proper to place his flocks or other stock. This cannot, 
with truth, be denied. 

As that would leave it at the option of the agent to claim the whole 
island, or, to the same effect., all the grazing portions, the result would 
have been, if enforced, the removal of all the settlers. 

The only inference that can be drawn is, had there been no proba
'!:Jility of at once an active resistance to the execution of process, the 
orig-inal intention wonlfl have been carried out. 

'l'he governor says further, in his letter, that had there been any 
complaint against an American citizen, he should have referred it to 
Anwrican authorities, and that he paid no attention to a complaint 
which was made by an English subject upon one occasion, out of re
spect to the friendly government to which the alleged offemler belonged . 
Thoroughly conversant with the oxurrences that have taken place on 
Dan Juan from 1853 to the present time, I am , iu common with other 
residents of the island, at a loss to know to what or whom hf' alludes. 
That he does not hesitate to take notice of exceedingly frivolous com
plaints, the one he forwards to General Scott with regard to the fine 
aml imprisonment of a man who was engaged in the nefarious tratlic 
ofliqnor to Indians is in itself an evidence. 'l'he reply to his commu
nicatitm is hereto appended. 

'l'he i"lan<l of San Juan does not cum manu, as l1as been asserteu, the 
entmnce to tl.e harbor of Victoria, nor the passage northward to the 
settlements in British Columbia. 

It is not in any manner, nur could it hy any mean~ of offence or de· 
fence, become essential in a military point of view to the protection ~>f 
either of the l3ritish coloni€~. The cntranoe to the lmrbor of \' ictorm 
is full eighteen miles from the nearest portion of San Juan, and the 
Canal del Haro has a width of over seven miles. It is the only one of 
the channels that is over a cannon shot across. 

Their claim is based upon the statement that in olden times the 
captains of th~ir brigs aud trading vessels more frequently used the 
Hosario straits; that it was more frequently usccl is owing to th~ ti•ct 
of the Canal del Haro, which is in reality but a continuation of the 
Straits of Fuca, being a broad, deep arm of the sea; in case of atlverse 
winds or calms the anchorage was both tlifficult to reach, anti w~JCn 
found afforded but poor holtling ground, whereas Rosario straits IS~ 
much IlRrrower cha11nel, iu some parts not two miles across, and af· 
lunlcd everywhere secure anchorage. Yet on this flimsy pretext of 
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the act.ion and caution of lludson's Bay Company captaim, wl10 were 
well aware if they lost !I vessel their employment c,eased . is based their 
claim that the Itns!l.rio etraits iR the channel desi~nated as the houn
dary b~· the treaty of 184G, notwithstanding th e fact that in all the 
discussions in the United State Senate at the time of its ratification 
the Canal del Haro was especi11.lly alluded to as the boundary. 

From Victoria to Fraser ri\·er, by the way of Rosario straits, is 
nearly twenty miles further than by the Can r•l del Haro. The steam
ers and other American vessels, durin:; the Fraser river excitement, 
went a still nearer passage inside of Saturna island, called the "Act.i,·e 
pass," but which the BritiRh surveying steamer "Plumper," that 
came out eighteen months after the Gnited States coast, survey steamer 
"Active" had surveyed and named the fame-indel'd went throul(h 
it with the sailing directions of the " Acti\'e" -\·ery coolly puts down 
on the chart as the "Plumper pass," a piece of appropriation that rc
semhlcs only their claim to the islands. 

In 184(1 the ve8selH owned by the Hudson's Day Company, inde
pendent of their ships bringing their supplies direct from l<;ngland 
an(l returning with furs, were the steamer "Beaver," the brigs 
"1\Iary Dare " and" Cadboro," and the schooner'· "Cna," 

The "Beaver" went up north as far as Sitka, supplying the 
northern posts and trading with the Russian Indians; the ";\Iary 
Dare" and '·Una" traded t o the Sandwich [slands, whibt the 
"Cadboro" was more especially for the posts on J;'raser river and 
Puget's Sound. 

The "Beaver" used the C11nal del Haro, as did also the "Cad
born," when •he had a leading breeze. Une of the passages out of 
the Canal del Haro into the Gulf of Georgia is named the C>tdboro 
passage. All of the vessels had been years employed in the fur 
trade; the "Beaver" since 1835, the first steamer ever on the l'acific, 
an<! the "Callboro" as far hack as 1829. 

The island of San Juan is nineteen miles long, with a wi(lth of 
seven miles, containing about 50,UUO acres of land. The soil is 
fertile. There are on it many 11rairieR, and, as the woods have not 
that thick matted undergrowth so common to the Oregon coast, is 
easy of access in all directions. The causes LEfore assigned are the 
only reasons why it has not been before entirely occupied. 

'l'here is but a small band of Indians r&Jiding on the i•land, a part 
of the Lummi tribe of Bellingham Day. '£he Sanich and Uowitchins, 
of Vancouver 's island, both large tribes, frequent it in great numbers 
during the fiRhing season in summer. The Sanich are a tribe whose 
winter camping grounds adjoin the town of Victoria. 

As their land is of great value, and t•xceedingly desirable aR a con
tinuation of the water front of the town, the motion was made some 
months since in the colonial legislature, and gravely discusse~, to re
move them from Victoria as Reriously interfering with_ th ~ wt.er~sts 
of the community, and locate them permanently on the .slancl of Han 
Juan. It was introduced and urued mainlv bv the Rper>k(•r, Dr. 
Helen chen, a son·in-law of the gove~nor. Parties ·of the Bella-Beii_Ri?> 
li'Iilbauks-chim-zi-ans, Hyder, Stickens, and Tonga•, constantly VISit 

the island. The three last tribes are the most dangerous of all, 
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though neue are t o be trusted; tl1ey live far to the north. T11e 
Hyders are from Queen Charlotte island ; the Sticken~ and Tougas 
from the Ru•sian posscRsions. It is these northern lndianR that keep 
the whole upper part of the sound in a state of continual dread. 'i'heir 
canoes are large, carrying generally from 20 to 30 paddle~, some
times double that number, all being well armed, each canoe havin" 
an arm-chest, in which there is stowed a gun for each man, in adJ~ 
tion to the one beside him lor immediate use. They move rapidly 
from point to point, await a £worable opportunity to commit a depr~
dation, and then push at once for their homes. Vihat conduces in 
some manner to the protection of the settlers is, that the tribe~ of the 
sound are our outpoRts of alarm; between them there is a! wars an 
open war . though, as tlJe northern Indians are bold and remarkably 
athletic men, having a singul~tr resemblance to the Tartar race in 
complexion and appearance, they never attack them uulesR in much 
greater numbers, and only then wh en at a great disadvantage. 

As they !JCVcr have been punished for th~ir depredations, each year 
they increase in boldness and numbers. The Stickens are the In
d ians who committed the rnunle1·s in Bellingham Bay in 1854, and a 
brand1 of the tribe called the Ka-acks, the mmder of Colonel Ebcy, 
in the sua :mer of 185!). 

The heads of the persons murdered are always carried off as tro
}'hies, around which, on their arrival amongst their tribes, are per
formed ceremonies similar to th e scalp dance of the plains. 

From the admirable manner in which the Hudflon ' s Bay Company 
l1ave managed the Indians- treating them with kindness, and at the 
same time with great firmness; just so sure as they committed an 
outrage on perRons or property, just so sure were they certain to be 
promptl y punislted, never allowin g tl1at terrible delay of which our 
frontier settlers ha1•e so bitterly experience:i its evils, to rob the ex
ample of its proper effect, bnt doing whatever they deemed ju~tice re
quired at once, and thorougblv, thus insuring to their agents and 
em ploye,, even in the most distant and isolated regions, entire 
securi ty- one of their rmmber could go anywhere through the most 
warlike of the tribes or remain in their neighborhood unmolested, 
whiJ,t.nnAmerican dared not trugt. him~elfin their Yicinit.y,ex9eptby 
dcceivi ug them as to his uationalit.y. The Euilson' s Bay Company 
servant s cunld n •main in safe h · on San Juan: the Americans could 
not. 'i'h e question re~•>h·ed it•eif iuto whether the island was to be 
abandoned or the settlers pn•tected. 

[I'iom:er and Dl-rnocmt, OtymJiia, W. 'f. , l:"l id:ty, Apri1 30, HiUS. J 

Reply to the report upon the daims {O'r damages assessed by Go-cernm· 
1Jou9los, Victoria, V. 1. 

Statement and valuation of sheep, the property of the Hudson's BaJ 
Company, Jorcibly siezecl and carried off, on March 80, 1855, hy Elhs 
llarn~s. fheri ff of \Vhatcom county, \Vashington Territory, aitled a:n!l. 
assisttd .by the armed posse of said count.y, in the name and 1ehali ot 
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tl1e United States of America, and of losses resultin~ from t11e vio
lent acts of the said E llis Barnes, in consEquence of the tlnck8 hl'itw 
driven into the woods, and there destroyed by beasts of prey, aud 
t hrou""h other causes. 

Car~ied off by Sheriff Barnes and posse, of 'Vhatcom counh·: 

12 choice Southdown rams, at £20 ..... .• ...... . .... .. ..... . 
8 Cheviot rams, at £20 .. . ... •• ... . .... . ... . ........ ..•. . ... .. 
6 Leicester rams, at £25 . ... . ... ... . ............. .. . . ... .. . . . 
8 merino rams, at £25 ........... .. . ... ..... . .. . .. . .. ... . ... . . 
Number of sheep missing in conEequence of t.he flocks 

having been driven in to the woods: 
I5G South down ewes, at 33s. 4d . .. .. .... • .•....... . ... .. . . . ... 

63 Southdown lambs, at 15s ..... . ... .. .. .. ...... . .. .. ... .. ... . 
86 Cheviot ewes, at 32s. 4d ... . .. . .. . ...... ... . ..... . ... .. . .. .. 
23 Che••iot lambs, at 15s ..... . .. .. ... . .. ....... .. . ... . .. ..... .. 
25 Leicester ewes, a t. 33s. 4d . .. ...... ...... ........ . .. ....... . 
56 merino ewes, at 508. f.d ..... ......... . ... .............. .. .. 

Cost of collecting and restor ing flock : 
Hire of 10 men for 8 days, at 12s. Cd. per diem .... ... .. . 
Hire of steam-vessel "Beaver," for protection of prop-

erty under my charge ......... ....... .. .. ......... .... . . .. .. .. 
Pay of 8 men for 8 days, hired to protect the property 

in my charge, at 12s. 6d. per diem ... ..... . ..... ..... .. .. 
Incidental losses through the deranl'ement and suspen

sion of business in comequence of Sheriff Barnes's vio-
lent acts .... .... ...... .. .. . .... ......... ............... ...... . .. . 

.l s. d. 
24 0 8 0 
HiO 0 0 
]:ill 0 0 
200 0 0 

2GO 0 0 
-17 0 0 

14:> 6 8 
17 5 0 
41 ]'' " 4 

141 8 0 

50 0 0 

500 0 0 

40 0 0 

1,000 0 0 

Total. .. ...... ........ ... ... . .. . .... ..... ... ... .. . 2,\J !lll 13 0 
=========== 

CHARLES J. GRIFFIN. 

SA~ JuAN, Jrr./y 2r., 18!>5. 
I hereby certify that this is the sign ature of Charles J ohn Griffin, 

and that he is a person worthy of credit . 
JA:tiiES DOUGLAf', 

Governor of Vancal! Vc>·'s J.,/and. 

HunsoN's DAY HousE, Dccen.bcr G, 1::,55. 
:tlh Lonn: ' Vith reference to the depnty !!:Overnor's !etten; of the 

11th and 24th of July, and Ilfr . Hammond's of ,July l:l and Aug-nHt ~ . 
I have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter just recei:ed !'rolll lllr. 
Douglas, gm•ernor of Vancouver 's island, dated Vtctuna, Sc·ptemb?r 
28, 1855, covering an account of the damage cau~ecl tu the_ Hu<l,"m s 
Bay Company by the unjustifiable proceedinr:s of the Uut t.ed .:-- tates 
authorities in the isle of San Juan to"ether with a C•>pv of the further 
correspondence 011 the subject beh~ee~ me, Isaac Stc\'e.ns, governor of 



10 ISLAND OF SAN JUAN. 

"\'Vashington Terri~ory, and Governor Douglas. I have to beoo that 
your lord•hip will call upon the government of the United S~tes to 
reimburse the Hudson's Bay Company for the illegal acta of their 
offic£:rs. 

I hsve, &c., 
A. COL VILLE, Governor. 

Earl of CLARENDON, K. G., &c., &c., &c. 

'We publish the above bill of particulars that it may be seen by all 
acquainted with the facts what an egregious swindle has been at
temptcu . "\'Ve doubt whether, in the history of the many efforts to 
defraud the United States treasury, there has been a single instance 
characterized by such cool assurance as the present effort of Governor 
Dou~las, of V~tncouver's island; he claims the sum of £2,990 138• 

nearly $15,000, as damages on account of the seizure of Mr. Burnes' 
sheriff of "\'Vhatrom county, of certain sheep, to pay the taxes du~ 
from the persons ancl upon the property on San Juan or Bellevue 
island. 

A sim pie statement of the facts is all that is necessary to show the 
fraud attempted and thf! falsehoods perpetrated in the bill rendered 
by the 1-lndson's Bay Company through their agents. 

The first leg islature of ·washington Territory, on the organization 
of V.rhatcom county, included San Juan island within its boundaries; 
the question was not misecl as to the legality of its being within our 
territory ; every honest, sensible, disinterested man, even on the Eng
lish sitle, acknowledged that. Ill the adjustment of the Oregon dispute 
tl> e parallel of 49° Wall adopted as the compromise ; the line was de
flected on striking the Gulf of Georgia, so as not to separate the 
jurisdiction of Vancouver' s islanu. The parallel of 49° of north 
latitude carried out as the boundary would have included within our 
limits the principal settlement on Yancouver's island, the most valuable 
11ortion of that island. The only just interpretation, therefore, that 
can he given t.o the treaty- it" clear intent and meaning-is, that 111l 

land south of 49° , with the exception of Vancouver's island , belongs 
to the United States. The question is not on the relative merits of 
either one chaunel or the other; the nearest channel on Yancouver' s 
island, whether it is best (as it happens to be) or worst, is the line of 
separation, es1>ecially as, by all international law, islands not specially 
designated and set apart are appurtenant to the adjacent continent and 
not to another island. 

The present English commissioner, a high-toned, honorable gentle
man, especially appointed to examine and ailjudicate the dispute in the 
matter of the island, >tncl not likely to surrender an iota of his country 's 
rights, at once, after an examin~ttion of the subject, will, we dou_bt 
not, concede our claim to San .Jutm is a just one. Therefore the shenff 
was simply perform in~ his duty in collectin~, according to law, the 
tax of his county, an!l in consequence the Hudson's Bay Company 
have no claim for damages; on the contrary, are still indebted to 
Vl'hatcom county a considerable sum for arrears of taxes. 



1SLA::ID OF SA5 JGA~, 11 

If they are within our domain they must abide by the law !If the 
land in common with e¥ery citizen of the United States. It caun!lt 
be termed unju•t, since it was not a special tax levied upon them. It 
falls alike un all, whether national or foreign. If they were not wil
lin" to abide by it they had only to remove from with.in our borders 
to be hee fi·om its action. 

TIH' question, and the only question, in the affair is, whether le"ally 
the sheriff' was in the a~tu'll discharge of his duty. If he was, ~lwn 
there was no damage; tf he was not, then what amount of thmage 
was actually done? That he was in the discharge of hiR duty, the 
e••iuence is the fact of his being the duly elected anti qualified sher iff 
of\Vhatcom county, anti that San Juan island is a part of that county , 
But that the fraud may be Reen in all its bearing•, we will sh1te the 
amount of loss actually incurred. 'l'he sheriff took with him a po&•e 
comitatus on proceediug to San Juan island to collect the tax due, as 
he was informed its collection would be resisted. He therefore noti
fied that, in pursuance of law, he should seize and bell sufficient 
property, to the highest bidtler, to satisfy the demand. Previou' to 
doing so, however, desirous by every proper means to prevent dilli
culty, he, and others with him, advi>ed .1\Ir. Griffin, the a'ieut in 
charge, to either bid the sheep in or pay the tax under protest ; tha t 
the tax was lawfully due, and as a public officer he was compelled to 
the course he had taken ; they appreciated the un plea,antucss ul his 
position, and would rlo everything consistent with duty to free him 
from the censure of his employers of the Hudson's Bay Company. 1\lr. 
Griffin would have done so, but from positive nrders from the chief 
factor, Governor Douglas, which he dare not disobey. H is onlt rs 
were to resist the collection of the tax with all the force at his cmu
mand. He saw, however, it would be useless, as th e sheriff was 
determined to execute his duty at all hazards. Had Gu\·eruor D~>nglas 
himself been present (and it was a matter of regret. that he was not 
instead of l\1r. Griffin) the result would have been the same. On )lr. 
Griffin rcliisin"' to pay the tax, even under protest. he wao asked 
where the flocks were. He said they were on the other side of the 
islaud. The party th~n left tle sheriff, stating they would uex t 
morning seize the sheep and sell them in the manner prescribe<!. by 
law. 'l'hey, however, returned about tluee o'clock in the monu_nl.( 
and found near Mr. Griffin's house lorty-five rams in a pen , whoch 
were immediately seized, and about noon were sold to the high t·st 
bidder. 

Vvhilst the purchasers were securing their rams, and }~ad taken 
some thirty-four of them to the boat, leaving one of the P:""e m ?}oar~e, 
some of the shepherds rode up and ga¥c the '' •hepherd s r:Hll . 'l he 
rams, obeying the well-known signal, jumped the pen .and ran away. 

The whule damage, then, if any, can only he the tlll!ty· lour ranos, 
and nothing else. So far fmm tlte sheep bei11g driven .znlo the 1wuds , 
lite flocks were neitltt?' seen 1t01' sought ji,r. . . . . 

'l'he claim for hire of the steamer " Beaver" IS an Item wl11 ch ID 

itself is sufficient to stamp the whole aff~tir as an unr~iti gate<l fraud . 
The "Beaver " so far frmn bcincr a hired stpamer, Js , as c\·cry oue 
knows, the pr~perty of the HmLm~'s Bay Company. Besitles which, 
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she di·l not come to the island. Sbe steamed up, it is true; came out 
two or three miles fi·om Victoria harbor and then returned. Tiy that 
time whoever was in char"e lmd come to the conclusion that it was 
hcttcr not to interfere with a sheriff in the di•charge of his duty. 
Since then G,l\·emor Dou"las has been Yery profuse in his abuse 
term in~ all concerned "filibuster• and Bheep-stealers. •· \Vere the~ 
so, in his opinion, why did he not gi,·e orders for the "Beaver" to 
overtake an ti capture them? The truth is, the governor himself was 
more than doubtful of the propriety ot his own course. 

Hi re of eigh teen men sixteen days, at 12s. 6rl.- say three dollars 
per diem! Another absurdity. 'l'be Hudson'" Bay Oomyany employ 
Indian" nt from two to three blankets per month. 'l'he1r shepherd ·s 
ray is £17 per annum. 'l'heir bailifi'o, as was shown hy a contract 
latdy exhibited in court at Olympia, only get £()0 per annum. 1\Jr. 
Griffin, the agent, received but £iUO per annum. 

'l'he lumping charge of £1,000 is only equalled by the keeper of a 
tavern who entertained one of the Bona partes 1U his travels, aml who, 
the next. uwnJing, after footing np the Lill as largely as possible, not 
making it reach beyond eighty dullars, put down "twenty dullars for 
kick ng up a grand f!tss generally," with the idea all that would he 
looked at was the aggregate, and not the items. 

'l'he statement. of .llr. Uriflin was made by Go,·ernor Dougla,;'s direc
tion, and doubtless his own individual specification. It was mo"t 
probably merely 51·grnd by 1\fr. Griffin after Leing thus drawn up by 
direction of Governor and Chief Factor Douglas. 

Guv<•nwr Duugl><s is a partner in the coucer·n, and, as the cla;m over 
anti a hove the cost and expense of the thirty-four rams is a clear profit, 
will Le the largest gainer by the transaction. 

'l'hen , also, ~lr. Unlvill~ claims on behalf of the Hudson's Bay Oum
}lany. 'l'he If nelson 's Bay Oumpany is a trading company, and by the 
very tenet of its charter is prohibited from agricultural pursuits. 'l'o 
oL1•iatc that tlifticnlt.y the Puget' s Sound Agricultural Company was 
organizccl. \."et this claim is not on behalf of the Puget's Sound C•Jm
pany-an agricultural and stock-raising association-but of the Hucl
son ·sHay Compauy. 

'l'he t:cct of tbe whole matter is, Governor Dou,..Jas, anxious to gi,·e 
some iittle notoriety with his government, claims"' a part of the >oil of 
this territory as belonging to the British government; lands, umlPr 
co,·er of night, a flock of sheep on San Juan island, which, so tar hom 
being a wurthlcss island, as he represents, contains several tlwusand 
acres of fi~rt1le land, and which he himself had intended, in C<lse the 
claim was made good, to purchase for his own individual use. 

The quid occup•lllcy is frustrated by the authorities of the county 
collecting the claim lor taxes. He th en lay~ claim tor damages. 'Yhat 
those damages are we l1ave all Heen; whnt Mr. Douglas alleges them 
tube the written doccmen~s exhibit. "'e ha•l always Lelie,·e·.l that 
in dc;tliug with Englishmen we had to deal with a frank, ont•poken 
peo ple. If olll' opinion is correct, then Governor Douglas ~ oes not 
i11 this alli1ir exhibit the cl~;uact.eristic lair-play of an Engl,.Innan. 
II<.> s;tyo t hat the amount claimed is a less damage than. would. be 
grauted in a court of law. He seems to labor mu.ler the unpreoswn 
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that boldness of assertion will supply paucity of facts . So far fn1m 
it if that bill of particulars was sworn tD in anv court eith~r in the 
u'nited States or England, it would render the indiviuu~l so "'vearin"" 
su~ject to the penalties lor petjury, and all others connected there': 
with accomplices in the endeavor to obtain money under false pre
tences. 

["Alta Californian."] 

A. G. DallaB, cl!iif ojjke1· of the Hud•on's Bay Company's lerrilory. 

Alexander Grant Dallas, now residing in Victoria, and son-i n-law 
of GoYernor Douglas, has been for more than a year the chief (lffi .~er 
of the Hudson's Bay Company in Americ~, and he !!o,·erns a domain 
almost as extensive as that of the United States . His powprs areal
most absolute; at least, they are very great. The folio win<> is a copy 
of l\Ir. Dallas's commission : 

0 

To Alexander Grant Dallas, esqu;,·e, lzereby appointed president of 
council: 

By virtue of the charter to us given by King Charles the Second, 
by his letters patent, under the great seal of Englanu, bearing date 
the second day of l'llay, in the twenty-ReCOn(l year of his reign, we do 
l1ereby appoint you, Alexander Grant Dallas, to preside at all coun
cils which shall or may be held within our 'l'erri tory of ltupert's 
Land, or within the territory comprehended under the grant of exclu
sive trade with the Indians in parts of North Ame•·ica, ami bearing 
date the thirteenth day of ~fay, one thousand eight hundretl ant! thirty
eight, as well as in all other places where trade is carried on by the 
said governor and company, until you receive au vice to the contrary. 

You are therefore, in virtue of th is commission, to do and perform 
all such duties as are now or hereafter may be performed by a presi
dent of council abroad. And we do hereby direct all our governors, 
chief factors, chief traders, and all other sen·ant•, to ol"'Y all such 
ordero as you may think proper, under the authority of this collllll iH
sion, to give them, as president af,>resaid. And yoa are to obserYc 
and follow such orders, from time to time, as you shall rt'Cl' ive h om 
the governor and Company of Adventurers of England, tmdio;; into 
Hudson's 13ay, or our successors ti1r the time being. . 

Given under our common seal at our house in Lont!on, tills 18th 
day of October, 1858. 

By order of the governor, deputy governor, and commit.lee. 
[L. s.) THO~IAS FRA:-iER, 

Secreftrry. 
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SAN JuAN IsLAND, W. T., 
November 30, 1859. 

SIR: In answer to the complaint made by William Moore, of alleo-ed 
injustice received at the hanJs of the civil authority of Wasbing~on 
Territory, and forwarued by Governor Douglas, on the ground that 
the complainant is a British subject, I have to state that fome sixteen 
months since this man was sick and destitute at Wbatcom, and 
was taken care of by the authorities at that place at an expenBe to 
the county of nearly three hundred dollars. He then claimed to be 
an American citizen, and so far fi·om abandoning that claim during 
the latter part of July and the earliest part of August, when there 
was serious apprehension of a collision, made himself extremely use
ful in obtaining and conveying information with regard to the English 
movements. It was on account of the services thus rendered that I 
requested Colonel Casey that he should have the privilege of stGp!Jing 
within the military reserve or confines of the camp for the purpose of 
selling his vegetable and other commodities, which request was 
granted on assurance being given that he would not sell any liquor to 
the soldiers. Shortly afterwards representations were made to me 
from all quarters--the camp, the Hudson 's Bay Company employes, 
and the citizens-that Moore was selling large quantities of liquor, 
both to soldiers and Indians. On a complaint made to that effect a 
warrant was i"sued for his apprehension. He was convicted mainly 
on the evidence of his own partner. After trial be was remanded to 
the guard-house for sentence next day, at twelve o'clock, for safe
keeping. His effects were taken in charge by the sheriff. It was en
tirely optional with the prisoner to pay the fine of fifty dollars and 
costs, or to be subject to imprisonment for the usual number of days. 
He chose the former and was discharged. The penalty amounted in 
all to bixty-five dollars, and not seventy-five dollars, as be has falsely 
sworn. On his di~charge he expressed his extreme· penitence, and 
showed its utter insincprity by engaging the very next day more ex
tensively in the traffic than before, and I was again called upon to 
issue a warrant, to avoid the service of which he fled the island. 

I ba,·e gone into details further than necessary, although the right 
of inquiry ceases from the fs:ct that the man, to my own knowledge, 
hus lor the last two years clmmed to be an American citizen, in order 
to show that the whole complaint was simply "a made up case." 

The "injustice" in this matter is evidently against the law and not. 
the individual. 

To those who have seen the intoxication prevalent amongst the 
Indians on the island for the last few months, and the great trouble 
and annoyance that has arisen entirely from that cause, the complaint 
must seem more than an absurdity, and I cannot refrain from ex
J>res8ing my utter a~tonisbment that Governor Dono-las should have 
linwarded it, the more eo from the fact that there ~vas an English 
magi•trate on the island, llfnjor de Conrey ; in addition there were 
also Captain Prevost, commanding H. B. lli. ship" Satellite," and 
llir. Griffin, the agent or the Hudson ' s Bay Company, either of W~l?m 
could have furnished a true version of the affair ; indeed the Bnt1sh 
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roa""istrate was the Fource from whence this complaint should have 
originated, as he. was place~ ?n the !sland for the. avo_wed purpose of 
seeing that the r1ghts of Bnt1sh subJects were not mfnnged upon. 

I take pleasure here in stating that. so far from captiously endeavur
in"" to thwart my efforts in preserving quiet and order, lll>~.i •>r De 
Co

0
urcy has done whatever lay in his power to aes ist me. \Vhen a 

similar complaint was made to him by a person engaged in the same 
trade as :Moore, he replied that " he came to the island for the pur
pose of seeing the laws enforced, and not to assist in brmkin ;,; them 
by throwing a shield around those en~agecl in illegal traffic." 

In reviewing the transaction, all that I can blame myself with is 
the mistaken leniency of not inflicting a penalty more in pruportion 
to the mischief created. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

His Excellency R. D. GnoLSoN, 
Governor of Washington Territory. 

HEXRY R. CROSBIE. 

P. S.-As an evidence of how little just cause Governor Douglas 
has to take exception to any of my official acts, 1 enclose herewith let
ters from Colonel Casey and Captain Pickett, the military com
manders of the island. 

This complaint seems as much a matter of astonishment to the 
En)!) ish officials that I have alluded to as it is to myself. It is too 
plainly put in us '' a set-off" to that against the colonial authorities. 
The gonrnor is determined to make trouble if he possibly can 1•ffect it. 

H. K C. 

SAN JuAN, ·w. T ., August l~, 1859. 
DEAR Sm: I take great pleasure in expressing my thanks fur your 

as'i ' tance during the past two weeks, and also that I con,ic!er our 
present position without a conflict in a grwt measure due to your 
urbanity and judicionA management of what might have become serious 
aff11irs. As a civil official yuu have been of material service, not only 
in supporting me, but in mainta ining the supremacy of the U uited 
States over what is most undoubtedly our own soil. 

Very truly, your obedient servant, 
GEO. E. PICKET r, 

Hon. H. R. CRO."BIE, 

Coplain \Jth Infantry. 

San Juan, W. T. 

SAN JeAN, vV. T., Novembe•· 15, JS:i9. 
Since the lOth of Au<>"ust last ] have b~en in command of the U nite<l 

States troops, who helJ the military occupancy of the ]~land -~f S!m 
Juan. During this time H . R . Cwsbie, esq., held the ofiit-e of JUstice 
of the peace on the part of the Territory of Washington. 

Collision with the British naval forces to arrive from the threa·cm·d 
conflict between the ci\·il authorities of 'the island, has at t imes been 
quite imminent. 
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'l'hat no such collision has taken J'\ace is, in my opinion, due in 
part, to th e prudent, conciliatory, an patriotic manner in which Mr. 
Crosbie has performed the duties of his office. 

SILAS CASEY, 
Lieutenant Oolond 9tA Infantry, 

Commanding on San Juan !&land. 


