
This is the paper "Ihlch Sher'U'f William Bi1lings used, em February 9,
1886, to swear in practically all the prominent citizens of Olympia to que]l
the Chinese riots, when the hoodlum element of town undertook to set fire to

G:fili~r.to\\'n and run the Chinese out or to\\TI. Prompt and' detel'mihec action
prevented the mob from accomplishing this. In adjacent counties; where the
sheriff was not so fearless nor the t wnspeople so cooperative, ver~' innumane
treatment was accorded the Chinese. Tbere; Chinato\\TI \"ias burned ana the
Chinese were forced, through fear ror their Iives, tr leave town penniless
and without provisions. The Olympia Chinese never forgot Mr. Billings' fear
less championship of their rights; and each Chinese Ne\1 Years for forty years
afterwards; his family was the recipient of Chinese nuts, tea, and other
OrHntal eif'ts.

The paper starts out neatly, but as the riot-got ~orse and the need
for deputies more urgent, the writing becomes almost illegible. The names
signed to the succeeding pagesreadlike a roster of Olympia's mo_t prominent
men. A. A. Phillips, Ike QPpenl;eimer, General T. M. McKenny, Jos. Chilberg,
A. F. Steele, Francis Henry, S. M. pereival, E. A. Stevens, Charles Pewitt,
perbert NcMtcken, Mark Reed, T. M. Reed, and many others, were sworn in
as deputies .or the emergency. .
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MRS. BLANCHE MAHLBERG

STEPHEN COURT. APT. 1.A

1230 INDIAN STREET

BELLINGHAM WASHINGTON 98225

July 16, 1969

~r. Delbert J. McBride, Curator

State Capitol Museum
211 West 21st Avenue
Olympia, Washington 98502

•

Dear Mr. McBride:

Thank you so much for the Xerox copy

of the document wherein my father, William

Billings, sheriff of Thurston County, swore

in duputies in averting an anti-Chinese

riot in Olympia in 1886.

J,

I

L
I am glad to know' that the State Library

has a collection of documents referring to

early-day Olympia. I am sure I have some

such mementos and will keep the Museum and

the Library in mind as they come to hand.

As I live in an apartment, much of my be

longings is stored away.

" ... °f·,,';}).,1
•

'"

r
I

J
With best wishes, I remain,
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Sincerely,

/,7 /110
Blanche Billings Mahlbe
(I.lrs.L.J.)
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