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The Alaska Gold Fields.

HERE was never a country better known by name all
over the world than that which, since July, 18g7, has
(\9 been called **The Kiondike.”’ Itis the Indian name
of a small stream running into the great Yukon River in
Canadian territory; a stream that on all the maps and charts,
except the very recent ones, is named “Reindeer River” or
“Deer River.” Now the name “ Klondike" stands not only for
this little river, but also for an extensive gold-mining district
containing many similar streams, many, if not all of them, as
well stored with placer gold as the Klondike was when Car-
mack found it in the summer of 18¢6.
The name became celebrated in a very brief time for a
potent reason. It is the most remarkable gold find in history.
Many accounts have come from the far north since the name

VIEW OF DAWSON CITY.

was first heard, and many people have gone there and returned,
They have given many differing aecounts of the region, the
climate and the life, but on one point all accounts generally
agree: that gold is there, in quantityas great as was stated in the
beginning; that the Klondike is not a little stream into which
all the nuggets were washed, but that there are an unknown
number of others like it in richness that are scattered over a
wide extent of country now known generally as the “ Klondike
District.” Many of these streams have been partially pros-
pected, none of them entirely. So far as known all the finds
show a richness that leaves this northern region still unsur-
passed as the last and greatest gold find in mining annals.
The Klondike and the entire district of that name, lie east
of the eastern boundary of Alaska, and on Canadian soil. But
nearly all the miners and trading companies there are citizens
of the United States. Their supplies are mostly purchased in
the United States and duty paid upon entering Canadian terri-
tory. Canada exempts from all duty miners’ blankets, personal
clothing in use, tents, broken packages of provisions being used,
also cooking utensils in use and 100 pounds of food for the
journey, charging ordinary customs duty on everything in ex-
cess of this amount. The duty is about the same as charged
by the United States on Canadian goods.
West of the boundary line, and in the vast territory held by
- the United States under the name of Alaska, there had already
been discovered rich placer claims. The facts of geology, and
the experiences of professional minerg, engineers, prospectors
and all others whose interest it has been to investigate, show
that equally as important discoveries are destined to be made
on our own soil. The situation so far is that attention was for
a time diverted from the older mines to the rich find on the
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Klondike, and thentl e winter of 1897-8 intervened. Every per-
son who has the intention of mining in the Alaska fields should
understand that it is impossible that the gold should all have
been washed into one stream or into the streams of a compara-
tively limited territory,and that other territory adjoining, of the
same character in nearly all respects and similarly situated,
should lack fields of equal richness. A glance at the map will
show more small streams running into the Yukon on the west
side, and immediately west of Dawson City and the Klondike,
than there are in the latter district. The country is practically
the same in all other respects. Few, if any, of these streams
have been prospected, and certainly not any of them entirely.

The great gold fields of Alaska are all as yet practically
unknown. The real harvest is waiting for the thousands who
are yet to come.

Some of the General Facts.

These may be briefly stated. Alaska was the Russian
America of the old-time geographies. It was purchased by the
United States from Russia in 1867 as a friendly act, and with-
out the least idea of the country coming to the front as the scene
of any event that would greatly interest mankind. We paid for
it 87,200,000—a few cents an acre. Itisan immense country,
being 1,100 miles long from north to south, 800 miles in width
from east to west, and containing nearly 600,000 square miles,
or about 370,000,000 acres. It has, until recently, been very
thinly populated, by either Indians or white men, and is still
largely unexplored. But this possession has not been without
profit.. Before any gold interest had been excited it had fur-
nished some $60,000,000 of that metal, with other northern pro-
ducts, ameunting in the aggregate to about $65,000.000.

The eountry has one great river—the now famous Yukon. It
runs from the northeast toward the southwest in a general direc-
tion. The junction of the two rivers that make it, the Lewes
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and the Porcupine, being within the eastern boundary of Alaska.
This great stream is navigable for river steamers of the usual
size, nearly 2,000 miles from its mouth, to where the Lewes and
Pelly rivers join, and for smaller boats both these streams are
navigable for considerable distances above this point, and in-
cluding also the streams named in the map, the Hootalinqua,
Big Salmon and others. Many other streams flowing into the
Yukon are navigable, and some of them are destined to be as
well known in time to come as the Klondike now is. Among
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these are the Porcupine, the Tanéfna, White, Stewart, Birch,
Copper and others. Of the smaller streams, like the Klondike,
there are hundreds. Tt should be noted that it is in these smaller
streams that the gold-bearing gravel has thus far been found.

The Mining Conditions.

There are, in the Alaska district, various mining conditions
that are new. These conditions will be found to attend all opera-
tions in any part of the country that lies east of the coast range,
which has a different climate from that part of the country that
is on the coast. Some of these conditions are favorable, some
are less so, and all are new. Most of the country is covered by
a coat of Arctic moss, which is so thick that it must be scraped
or burned away before the ground can be seen. Another
peculiarity is that the ground is always frozen. Eight inches to
one foot of the surface is thawed every summer, the remainder
remaining frozen, as it has been for an unknown time. To
begin mining the surface is thawed by building a fire on the
surface. The thawed earth .is then taken out, and another
fire made; the process being repeated until the gold-bearing
gravel is reached.

Sometimes this gravel lies near the surface; at other places
at a depth of several feet. It is, of course, richer when it lies
on or near the bedrock. In most cases so far this is found at
a depth of from sixteen to twenty-two feet.

Another peculiarity—this time much in favor of the miner
—is that when he strikes “pay-dirt” he knows it. Miners all
speak of “dust,” no matter what form the gold is in. But
there is, strictly speaking, no “dust” in this field. All the Klon-
dike gold has so far been found in the form of lumps, or
“nuggets,”. visible to the eye, and often capable of being
picked out of the gravel with the fingers. It is, however, all
“ panned " or “washed.”

The gravel, unlike other gold-bearing gravel elsewhere, is
almost jet-black, and amid this blackness the little particles of
gold shine. The gold-measures lie, as placer-gold must always
lie,in or near a stream, or where water has at some time flowed,
and in such places it must be looked for. Of course,the reader
need not be informed that placer-gold is never found where it
naturally belongs. Ithas always been washed to that place from
some other locality. When it has not been washed and is still
in the rock, it is “ Lode Mining.” This is the extensive and ex-
pensive process of our own western mining regions. It is min-
ing in which only large capital can indulge, and is in the hands
of wealth almost exclusively. Placer-mining is where nature
has taken the gold out of the rock and washed it into the water-
courses, and the miner, so to speak, picks it up. The Klondike
and Alaska fields are all so far “poor man's mining.”

Actual Mining in Alaska.

The processes are the same in all essentials as they are
elsewhere. The miner’s pan is a Russia-iron pan some four-
teen inches in diameter, with sloping sides, and the trick of
using it is readily caught from others. It is always necessary
at first, and with a pick and a shovel, constitute every placer-
miner's first equipment.

The “rocker” or “cradle” is an oblong box with a per-
forated metal screen at the upper end, and with wooden cross-
pieces or “riffles” along the bottom. The pay-dirt is thrown
on the screen, water is poured on this steadily, and the box is




rocked like a cradle
by means of an up-
right handle. The
heavy gold sinks
and lodges against
the riffles while the
lighter sand, grav-
el and earth is
washed off.

The sluice is an
enlarged rocker.
It may be of any
length, and water
is turned into it
from a stream.
The pay dirt is
shoveled in at the
upper end and the
gold sinks and
lodges against the
“riffles,” while all
lighter material is
carried out at the
lower end by the
current.

All these processes are old, and in respect to them there is
nothing new in the working of the Alaskan gold fields.

ROCKING THE CRADLE.

The Climate of Alaska.

Sufficient time since occupancy by white men has not yet
elapsed to show the average temperature of winter and summer
for a period of years in northern and eastern Alaska and the
Klondike region. There is a question now whether winter on
the upper Yukon is really harder to endure than it is in the
colder regions within the lines of the United States. It is cer-
tain that women and children have spent winters in northern
Alaska without harm, and that fur-hunters and frontiersmen
wintered there habitually long before the gold discoveries
occurred. The Saxon blood has the characteristics of being
capable of enduring in health all the climates that have so
far been discovered, and it endures cold better than it does
excessive heat.

There are in Alaska two climates, and a description of them
is here abbreviated from an official report by Mr. W. L.
Moore, Chief of the weather bureau of the Department of
Agriculture, He says:

...."The strip of the main land or perhaps twenty miles back from the
sea, following the sweep of the coast as it curves to the northwestward to the
western extremity of Alaska, forms a distinct climatic division which may
be termed temperate Alaska. }

*The temperature rarely falls to zero; winter does not set in until about
December first, and by the last of May the snow has disappeared except on
the mountains. The mean winter temperature of Sitka is 32.5 degrees, but
little less than that of Washington, D. C....The temperature changes from
month to month in temperate Alaska are small, not exceeding 2; degrees
from midwinter to midsummer. Theaverage temperature of July, the warm-
est month of summer, rarely reaches 55 degrees, and the highest temperature
for a single day seldom reaches 75 degrees.

“The rainfall of temperate Alaska is notorious the world over, not only
as regards the quantity that falls, but also the manner of its falling—in long
and incessant rains and drizzles. Cloud and fog abound, there being, on an
average, but 66 clear days in the year.”

Then comes the opposite, the climate of the interior. Mr.
Moore says of this:

“The climate of the interior, including in that designation practically
all of the country except a narrow fringe of coastal margin and the territory




referred to as temperate Alaska, is one of extreme vigor in winter with a
brief but relatively hot summer, especially when the sky is free from tlouds.

“In the Klondike region in midwinter the sun rises from 9.3 to 10
!a. m.}.\and sets from 2 to 3 p. m., the total length of the daylight being about
our hours.

Snow may be expected at any time after September first,
and may continue until the end of May. In May the sun rises
about 3.00 a. m. and sets about g.00 p. m. In June it rises
about 1.30 a.m. and sets about 10.30 p. m., giving twenty hours
of daylight, and good twilight the remainder of the time.

The mean summer temperature of the interior ranges be-
tween 60 and 70 degrees above, varying with the relative
elevation, being cooler where the ground is highest, and
warmer in the valleys.

Supplies.

The United States Army ration for one man, for one day, is
as follows: Three quarters of a pound of pork, or bacon, or
one pound and a quarter of fresh or salt beef, twenty-two
ounces of flour or soft bread, or one pound of hard bread. One
man is expected to use in one hundred days, besides the issue
per day above mentioned: Ten pounds of rice or eight quarts
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of beans, ten pounds of coffee, or one and one-half pounds of
tea, fifteen pounds of sugar, four quarts of vinegar, four pounds
of soap, two quarts of salt. Estimate for a year’s supply will
be found by multiplying the first by 365, and the last2%4. Itis
a ration that has been tested by experience.

What to Take With You.

Various lists have been published giving articles required
for a year's supply in Alaska, which period every one should
be provided for. These lists vary in extent and amounts to
such a degree that it is our suggestion that in purchasing an
outfit, the advice of some reliable establishment, having experi-
ence in this particular line be taken. By so doing, the best
quality of goods can be obtained at reasonable prices and
many unnecessary articles and waste will be avoided thereby,
as they are in a position to best know just what is required,
and besides, supplies will be securely packed and admit of easy
handling en route,which in this particular alone is no small item.

It is further suggested that supplies be plainly marked with
name and address of owner, and that they have besides some
distinguishing mark, so that the goods can be recognized at
a glance.
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. The cost of a suitable outfit of reliable goods will vary
from $180 upward.
Routes.

‘While there may be some difference of opinion as to the
best routes from the various Pacific Coast gateways to the
Klondike and Alaska gold fields, there is no question as to the
North-Western Line (Chicago & North-Western Ry.) being
the most desirable route to San Francisco, Portland, Seattle,
Tacoma, Vancouver, Edmonton or Ashcroft. Through cars
are run every day in the year between Chicago and San Fran-
cisco and Portland, on the fastest schedules,and via St. Paul
and Minneapolis the quickest and best service is offered with
union depot connections and through cars without change
from St. Paul and Minneapolis to Seattle, Tacoma, Portland,

1 & Ashcroft and Vancouver. From these various terminals, it is
“intended to have ample means of transportation for the large
- number of people who will go to the gold fields early this

year, and the choice of routes, about all of which so much
has been and is being published, must be left to the determina-
tion of the individual or party.

Routes to the Gold Fields.

No. 1—Chicago and North-Western Railway and through
car connections to Seattle, Tacoma, Vancouver, Portland or
San Francisco; thence steamer to Taiya (Dyea); thence via
Chilkoot Pass as follows:—See map.

MILES. TOTAL.
Taiya (Dyea) to Head of Canoe \avlgation 6 6
Thence to Summit of Chilkoot Pass.. o0 109( 163¢
Head of Lake Lindeman. 9% 2645
A Foot of Lake Lindeman 8 344
g Head of Lake Bennett . 1 35'%
i Foot of Lake Bennett.. 26% 613
s+ Foot of Caribou Crossin: 2 415

= Foot of Lake Marsh. .

. Head of Cafion ...... =3 . 16% 123
¥ Foot of Canon.. .. % 123%
o Head of White Horse Rapids 1% 125%
8 Tahkeenah River.. . 14% 140
s Head of Lake Leberge ...... . 16 156
¥ Foot Lake Leberge.. o 18 . 81 187
ad Hootalinqua vaer .29 216
o (Cassair Bar.. 26 242
o, Big Salmon River.. 7 249
3 Little Salmon River 364% 285Y%
= 3 Five Finger Rapids 5814 344
i3 Rink Rapids........: 6 350
s Pelly River (Fort Selkirk).. . 53% 403
e R PEERIVEE .. .. cdabs. remesscwosrs s 96 499'%
gt Stewart River........ 9% 509
2% %ixty-MnL Pnst ...... ) 520
= Dawson City.. s a 20 540

N. B.—It is reported. upon what is concldered good authority, that a
cable tramway, which will carry both passengers and freight, will be in
operation early in the season of r%qS over the Chilkoot Pass.

No. 2—Chicago and North-Western Railway and through
car connections to Seattle, Tacoma, Vancouver, Portland or
San Francisco; thence steamer to Skaguay; thence via White
Pass to Lake Lindeman, about 4o miles; thence from foot of
Lake Lindeman to Dawson City, same as Route No. 1—See map.

No. 3—Chicago and North-Western Railway and through
car connections to Seattle, Tacoma, Vancouver, Portland or
San Francisco; thence steamer to Ft. Wrangel; thence up
Stikeen River, about 150 miles, to Telegraph Creek; thence
overland trail to Lake Teslin, about 115 miles; thence by lake
and river to Dawson City, about 500 miles.—See map.

No. 4—Chicago and North-Western Railwa:* and through
car connections to Seattle, Tacoma, Vancouver, Portland and
San Francisco; thence steamer to Juneau; thence up Taku Inlet




about 42 miles; thence overland, about 140 miles, to Lake Teslin;
thence by lake and river to Dawson City, same as Route No. 3
—See map.

No. 5—Chicago and North-Western Railway and through
car connections to Seattle, Tacoma, Vancouver, Portland or
San Francisco; thence steamer to Haines; thence via Dalton
Trail, about 350 miles overland, to Ft. Selkirk; thence 145%
miles by river to Dawson City, -or route can be varied at
Hootchi Indian Village, about 300 miles overland, by taking the
‘Nordenskiold River about go miles to the Lewes River; thence
by river 205 miles further to Dawson City.—See map.

No. 6—Chicago and North-Western Railway and through
car connections to Seattle, Tacoma, Vancouver, Portland or
San Francisco; thence steamer via St. Michaels to Dawson
City, about 4,500 miles—time 30 to 40 days from Pacific Coast.
Yukon River not generally open to navigation before June
15-30 nor usually later than October 1.—See map.

CHILKOOT PASS.

No. 7—Chicago and North-Western Railway and Soo Pacific
Route to Edmonton; thence overland go miles to Athabasca
Landing; thence river and lake to Ft. McPherson, 1792 miles;
thence via Peel River or Porcupine River to Klondike district.
~See map.

No. 8—Chicago and North-Western Railwayand through car
connections to Ashcroft, B.C.; thence overland by trail and river
to Telegraph Creek, 740 miles from Ashcroft; thence overland
trail to Lake Teslin,about 115 miles, thence by lake and river to
Dawson City, about 500 miles, same as Route No. 3.—See map.

Route to Copper River and
Cook Inlet Districts.

Chicago & North-Western Railway and through car connec-
tions to Seattle, Tacoma, Vancouver, Portland or San Francisco,
thence steamer to Sitka and Orca, the port of entry for the
Copper River District. Average time from North Pacific Coast
points to Sitka, about five days; Sitka to Orca, three days.
Persons destined to Cook Inlet District, continue by steamer to
Homer and Tyoonok.—See map.

Rates of Fare.

Rates from Pacific Coast points for the season of 1898 have
not been defiinitely determined upon as we go to press, yet
to give some idea of what may be expected we quote the pas-
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senger rates from Seattle, Tacoma and Portland for the season
of 1897, through rates being obtained by adding the rates from
starting point to Seattle, Tacoma or Portland to the rates of like
class therefrom, same through rates applying via either gate-
way named or via San Francisco and Vancouver as well.

Wrangel - - - - First Plass, $525.00 Second class, 813.00
Juneau, - - - 32.00 o 17.00
hk.»gu.ly an(l Dyea, - 38 40.00 3 25.00
Sitka, - o 40.00 e 22.00
To Dawson (,lty via st chlmr-ls 300.00 g 250,00

150 pounds of baggage free with each first-class and second-class ticket.

Every effortis being made to have ample means of transpor-
tation from the various Pacific Coast points to take care of.the
large number of people who will go to the Alaska gold fields the
coming season. Rates for both passengers and freight will be
reasonable, but as they will be subject to change we would re-
fer you to your nearest ticket agent for reliable information
concerning these matters at the time you are ready to go.
He will be able to quote you through rates via the Chicago &
North-Western Ry.—The North-Western Line—and otherwise
assist you in making arrangements for the journey.

ROUTE VIA

The North-Western Line, St. Paul and Minneapolis.

THE NORTH-WESTERN LIMITED leaving Chicago 6.30 p.m. daily. Newly equipped
throughout with -Buffet, Smoking and Library Cars, Private Compartment Sleep-
ing Oars, Palace Sleeping Cars and Dining Cars CHICAGO to ST. PAUL and MINNE-
APOLIS, Palace Sleeping Cars and Tourist Sleeping Cars ST, PAUL and MINNE-
APOLIS to SEATTLE, TACOMA, PORTLAND, ASHCROFT and VANCOUVER, and meals
on Dining Cars and at first-class Dining Stations.

Tae Nicar Express leaving Chicago 10.15 p. m. daily. Solid Train with Palace
Sleeping Cars and Free Reclining Chair Cars CHICAGO to ST. PAUL and MINNEAPOLIS,
Palace Sleeping Cars and Tourist Sleeping Cars ST. PAUL and MINNEAPOLIS to
SEATTLE, TACOMA, PORTLAND, ASHCROFT and VANCOUVER, and meals on Dining
Cars and at first-class Dining Stations.

STATIONS TIME i DAY OF THE WEEK
C. & N.-W. Ry. | |
Lv Chicago. .| 6.30 pm| 10.15 pm Sun |Mon Tue. |[Wed Thnr Fri |Sat
Ar 8t. Paul .. .| T.50am| 1180 am|Mon Tue |Wed |Thur/F Sat  |Sun
Ar Minneapolis............. 8.30 am| 12,05 pm|Mon |Tue |Wed {Thur Fri Sat  |Sun
Northern Pac:fio Ry
Ly 8t. Paul.. s ol Mon |Tue Wed |Thur/Fri |[Sat Sun

Wed Thur Fri |Sat |Sun |Mon [Tue
1L10am|{Thur Fri |Sat |Son |Mon |Tue |Wed
1159 am|Thur Fri |Sat |[Sun |[Mon |Tue (Wed

Ar Portland. . b,

4.

.00 pm|Thur Fri |Sat |Sun |Mon |Tue (Wed
Great Nurthern Ry,

Ly 8t. Paul.. Mon (Tue Wed [Thur Fri |Sat |Sun
Ar .\'pokxme Wed 'lhur Fri [Sat |Sun [Mon |Tue
Ar SBeattle.. Thur Fri [Sat [Sun |Mon [Tue (Wed
Ar Portland.. Thur¥Fri Sat |[Sun |Mon (Tue (Wed
Canadian Pacific Route.

Ly 8t, Paul.. AR Mon Tue Wed |Thur Fri |Sat |Sun

Ar Calgary.... Wed |ThurFri |Sat |Sun [Mon |Tue
Ar Edmonton . ‘hur,

Ar Asheroft . 212 am|Thur{Fri [Sat |Sun [Mon Tue Wed
Ar Vancouve 1.00 pm|Thur Fri |Sat |Sun Mon |Tue [Wed
Ar Beattle.... coieo icivien. ..l 525 pm|Thur ¥ri |Sat [Sun |Mou |Tue [Wed

ROUTE VIA

The North-Western Line, Omaha, Ogden and San Francisco.

THE OVERLAND LIMITED--DAILY.
CALIFORNIA IN 3 DAYS.

Solid Vestibuled Train. Double Drawing-Room Palace Sleeping Cars Chicago
to San Francisco. Upholstered Tourist Sleeping Cars Ohicago to Sacramento and
San Francisco. Palace Sleeping Cars and Buffet, Smoking and Library Cars
Chicago to Salt Lake. Free Reclining Chair Cars Chicago to Ogden. All Meals
served “a la carte” in Dining Cars Chicago to S8an Francisco. Personally Con-
ducted Excursions every Thursday.

STATIONS TIME 1 DAY OF THE WEEK

Ly Chicago 6.00 pm Sun (Mon [Tue |Wed |Thur|[Fri [Sat

Ar Omaha . 8.10 am Mon {Tue |Wed |Thur(Fri [Bat (Sun
Ar Ogden......,. 1.40 pm Tue |Wed |Thur|/Fri [Sat |Sun |Mon
Ar Salt Lake City. ,3.10 pm/Tue |Wed |Thur|Fri [Sat [Sun |[Mon
Ar Sacramento. . 4.50 pm Wed Thur{Fri |Sat |[Sun [Mon Tue
Ar San Francisco, .. 845 pm Wed (Thur Fri |Sat |Sun [Mon (Tue




ROUTE VIA

The North-Western Line, Omaha, Ogden and San Francisco.

THE PACIFIC EXPRESS--DAILY.

Palace Sleeping Cars and Free Reclining Chair Cars Chicago to Denver and
Granger. Through Palace Sleeping-Car accommodations to San Francisco.
Upholstered Tourist Sleeping Cars Chicazo to San Francisco. Meals served “ala

carte’ in Dining Cars and at first-class Dining Stations. Personally Conducted
Excursions every Thursday.

STATIONS TIME | DAY OF THE WEEK

.| 10.30 pm|Sun |Mon |Tue Wed [Thur Fri |Sat

3.30 pm Mon Tne |Wed Thur/Fri |[Sat |Sun

2 7.30 am|Tue |Wed lThur Fri |Sat ‘Sun on

200 am Wed ‘Thur gat Sun Mon ‘I‘ue
3.30 am Wed | Thar| Frl at  |Sun

Tue |Wed

Ly Chicago
Ar Omaha .
Ar Denver.
Ar Ogden..
Ar Salt Lake Oi
Ar Sacramento
Ar San Francis

i

550 am Thur Fri [Sat (Sun [Mon
9.45 am Thur Fri [Sat Sun |Mon |Tue |[Wed

ROUTE VIA

The North-Western Line, Omaha, Granger and Portland.

THE PACIFIC EXPRESS--DAILY.

Palace Sleeping Cars Chicago to Portland, via Granger and Pocatello, Tourist
Sleeping Cars and Free Reclining Chair Cars Chicago to Omaha and thence to

Portland, Meals served “a la carte” in Dining Cars and at first-class Dining
Stations.

STATIONS | Time | DAY OF THE WEEK

103l)pm Sun [Mon |Tue Wed |Thur Fri |Sat
3.30 pm| Mon Tua Wed |Thur|Fri Sat |Sun

Ly Chicago.
Ar Omaha
Ar Cheyenne

.| 710 amTue |Wed Thur/Fri (Sat Sun |Mon
Ar Granger. 825 nm[Tue Wed Thur Fri [Sat Sun |Mon
Ar Pocatello... ‘ 3.10 am Wed Thur’Fn [Sat [Sun |Mon |Tue
Ar Huntington . .| 2.00 pm/Wed |Thur Fn 1Sat Sun ’Mon Tue
Ar Portland .... ..| 7.20 am Thur|Fri Mon Tue IWed

ROUTE VIA

The North-Western Line, Omaha, Ogden, Sacramento and Portland,

THE OVERLAND LIMITED--DAILY.

Solid Vestibuled Train. Upholstered TOURIST SLEEPING CARS to PORTLAND
via SACRAMENTO and *SHASTA ROUTE,” also through Palace Sleeping-Car accom-
modations. Palace Drawing-Room Sleeping Cars Chicago to Salt Lake and San
I'rancisco. Buffet, Smoking and Library Cars Chicago to Salt Lake. Free Reclin-
ing Chair Cars Chicago to Ogden. Meals served “ a la carte” in Dining Cars and
at first-class Dining Stations. Personally Conducted Excursions every Thursday.

| 1
STATIONS TIME | DAY OF THE WEEK
|
LvC hl(ugn 6.00 pm Sun [Mon Tue |Wed [Thur Fri [Sat
Ar Omaha. 810 am Mon (Tue Wed |Thur|Fri [Sat |Sun
Ar Ogden., .. 140 pm Tue |Wed (Thur/Fri |Sat ' |Sun |Mon
Ar Salt Lake ( 8.10 pm Tue Wed Thur Fri [Sat |Sun |Mon
Ar Sacramento. 50 om Wed [Thur Fri (Sat |Sun |Mon (Tue
Ar Ashland... 20 pm Thur Fri |Sat |Sun (Mon |Tue |[Wed
Ar Portland...... 9.30 am Fri_ [Sat Wed Thur

Time Required to Reach
the Gold Fields.

The time by steamer from North Pacific Coast points to
Taiya (Dyea) averages from four to five days.

From Ft. Wrangel, Juneau, Skaguay and Taiya to Dawson
City, the time via the various routes depends largely uponvary-
ing conditions of weather, roads and rivers,amount of freight to
be transported, size of party, etc. Under the most favorable
conditions, it is reported the trip can be made via the most
direct routes in fifteen days—perhaps in less time, but in the
majority of cases, more time will be required.

From Haines, via the Dalton Trail it is reported by persons
who have been over the trail, that the trip to Dawson can be
made inside of fifteen days, under the most favorable condi-




tions, but this is probably less time than the average miner
could pack across the country. Time here also depends
largely upon the condition of the weather and roads, and the
energy displayed by the party.

From the Pacific Coast points to Dawson City, via St.
Michaels, the average time is placed between thirty and forty
days. Much depends upon the wind and weather, and the con-
dition of water in the Yukon.

New Gold Fields.

While the center of interest at present is in the Klondike
region, of which Dawson is the chief city, yet the discoveries
are believed to be only in their infancy, and that new Eldo-
rados will be the common report during 18¢8. The map in
this folder is engraved from the most reliable information

SLUJCE MINING.

obtainable and the known' gold-producing districts are clearly
marked thereon. Much interest is now being taken in the ter-
ritory tributary to the Stewart River, the second largest branch
of the Yukon; also in the Copper River and Cook Inlet districts
in Southern Alaska, and important developments are looked
for in the gold fields located on the Tanana River, southeast
of Weare.

Parties.

Nobody should think of going alone. From a point of safety
if no other it is better to have two or more go together and
when the party is larger a considerable amount can be saved
in the purchase of supplies, as there are many articles required
that will answer for the use of a whole camp as well as for
one or two persons. Representatives of the Chicago & North-
Western Railway will take pleasure in being of assistance in
organizing parties and will make appointments upon being
advised.

Rates and Information.

General information as to routes will be found in these
pages, and representatives of the Chicago & North-Western
Railway will be pleased to confer with persons interested in
making the trip, and will assist in the forming of parties, and
giving the latest information concerning the wonderful dis-
coveries in this new Eldorado, besides quoting the most favor-
able rates, and otherwise being of valuable service.
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| ' Pt.Barrow UN'TED ST‘.TES MIN'NG LAws state or territory, by the filing of a certified copy of Locality shall mean the territory along a river (tributary to
| roCorament | C-Simpson LAN ' the charter or certificate of incorporation the Yukon, and its affluents).
solern . ot :
[ S0 AN . P Minerals shall include all minerals whatsoever other than coal.
/St C O C E 1 N The mining laws of the United States were A patent for any land claimed and located may be
} 1 C 3 = not made applicable in Alaska when they were obtained in the following manner : NATURE AND SIZE OF CLAIMS.
i Pt.BelcHer w9 T e e passed, and hence has arisen a misapprehen- cI;il}r:lylgigz?'c?:fgxz‘::?t;%?i%gg{ggrgﬁggczm???zgl;Jodlocar:e el diﬁgings Suibe soin of lfmd o ‘}fEt e h]igh-
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B gech®" P a sion, many persons not knOWIng that tgey were  has or have complied with the termspoi the law, may file :sztta;;ﬁ?rle.vg?d Ao oo sk S LY

r/‘m ¥ LIVERPOOL made to ggﬁp]y to that territory by the Acts of in the proper land office an application for a patent under The sides of a claim for bar diggings shall be two parallel lines
wioty )

; ~ C.Dalhousiel e s W KT D ) {uly 4, 1866, and May 17, 1874. The general oath, showing such compliance, together with a plat and field  run as nearly as possible at right angles to the stream, and shall
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notes of the claim or claims in_common de by or und i
L and-laws do not apply to Alaska now, except:  the direction of the United States Surveyor G’gzefal. iwowiﬁ“ a‘zt Eﬁo“g? E’?Z?,.‘ivyafgl‘ ;}gﬁﬁ‘ El%it%noenif teii%" ::g (gfﬂg}?ecl:?:inmaatt g;
Th_e township ]aws, providing for the incorpo- gt_xrqtelyl the boundaries of the claim or claims, whicn shall be  about the edge of the water. One of the posts at high-water
5 ration of townships, and the acquiring of tile Gt marked by mpuients on hegiomd and shll posts ksl be logibly perked i the mame ofthe niner and
1 A il 3 ry staked.
: thereto. by township trustees, and the laws a patent, in a conspicuous place on the land embraced in such Dp diggings shall be 100 feet square and shall have placed at
regulating trade and manufactures, and giving P'at previous to the application for a patent on such plat: and  each ofits fout rommiers & legal post, upon one of which shall be

each qualified person 160 acres of land in a shall file an affidavit of at least two persons that such notice has  Jegibly marked the name of the miner and the date upon which
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been duly posted, and shall file a copy of the notice in such land the claim was staked
' %5 square and compact form. ?}f)ﬁce. and s?allll th‘ereupgn be entitled f(:o a lategt jti‘g the land }iln Creek:nfi river claims shall be 100 feet long, measured in the
The United States mini is, i i e manner following: the registrar of said land office, upon the  direction of the general course of the stream, and shall extend in
' P e S tollows : mining law is, in brief, as filing of such application, plot, field notes, notices and affidavits,  width from basegto base of the hill or bench on each side, but
oieiile . OWS & ’ sha]lgublxs.h a notice that such application has been made, for a  when the hills or benches are less than 100 feet apart, the claim
Chabane E “The term 'glacer claim,’ as defined by the United  Period of sixtydays, in a newspaper to be b{ him designated as  may be 100 feet in depth. The sides of a claim shall be two par-

States Supreme Court, is Fyound within defined bound- ublished nearestto such claim; and he shall post such notice in  allel lines run as nearly as possible at right angles to the stream.
aries which contains mineral in its earth, sand or gravel; is office for the same period. The claimant at the time of filin The sides shall be marked with legal posts at or about _the edge
ground that includes valuable deposits not in place, that ~ Such application or at any time thereafter, within sixty days o of the water and at the rear boundaries of the claim. One of tﬁe
is, not fixed in rock, but which are in a loose state, and publication, shall file with the registrar a certificate of the United  legal posts at the stream shall be legibly marked with the name
may in most cases be collected by washing or amalgama-  States Surveyor General, that $500 worth of labor has been ex-  of the miner and the date upon which the claim was staked.
tion without milling.” pendted Ol;h"tﬂﬁ;m'e]mf!}’ls made up‘?tlrl‘ thehdfah?h bydhimself_ or A bench claim shall be 100 feet square, and shall have placed
. i) " rantors : that the plot is correct, with such further description  at each of it: legal post hich shall be legibl

. The manner of locating placer mining claims  §yreforence to natural objects of permanent monuments as Shall  aiacked the fe of the suiner and the date wpon which fhe iaim
differs from that of locating cldims upon veins identify the claim and furnish an accurate description to be in-  was staked.
or lodes. In locating a vein or lode claim, the ¢Orporated in the patent. At the expiration of the sixty days of Entry shall only be granted for alternate claims, the other al-
Tilted States stabittas provide ta i 5 publication, the claimant shall file his affidavit showinz that the  ternate claims being reserved for the Crown, to be disposed of

= : provide that no claim  plat and notice have been posted in a conspicuous place on the  at public aucti ri ch manner as may be decided by the
3 . A St P! ction, or in su e y y

shall qxtend more thgm 300 feet on each side of  claim during such period of publication.” Minister of the Interior.
the middle of the vein at the surface, or 1,500 If mo adverse claim shall have been filed with the . Thehl’?lnﬁ“y for 5!551’“5“"‘{] gpon fﬁai&" I'(ff‘cerved for the
feet along the vein, and that no claim shall'be registrar of the land office at the expiration of the said  of orr Sl be e At e O o treamassing. may have

i & s > : 2 ; : of any entry or entries which the person trespassing may have
limited by mining regulations to less than sixty days, the claimant is entitled to a patent upon  obtained, whether b?r original entry or purchase, for a mining
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"\’“/-/./Ocmcm, /\/UJJ’ twenty-five feet on each side of the middle of the payment to the proper officer of $2.50 per acre claim, and therefusa
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aet ; : ithhe Gold Commissioner of the acceptance
ARCE i S . a7 of any application which the person trespassing may at any time
R therexln at the bu[rface. i : for a plac‘er claim. In the caseof alode dlaim, the O 3 PP Con W Cn b S Suchppena"lzty' tyhe M inted

5 riemarell n locating placer claims, the law provides price is 85 per acre. Police, upon a requisition from the Gold Commissioner to that
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B that no location of such claim upon surveyed The location of a placer claim and keeping pos- effect, shall take the necessary steps to eject the trespasser.

3 ; > . : In defining the size of the claims. they shall be measured hori-

Ianc}lls. S}clla”' ]]Il'Cllu(]]E_ more ﬂ}[{\l}l’: t;venty acres for  session thereof untila patent shall be issued are sub- o eally rrespective of inequalities on the surface of the ground.

each individual claimant. e Supreme Court, ject to local laws and customs. 1f any person or persons shall discover a new mine, and such

i |, however, has held that one person can hold as ADVERSE CLAIMS discovery shall be established to the satisfaction of the Gold Com-
“t.Franklin .

S ? . missioner, a creek and river claim 200 feet in length may be
When an adverse claim is made during the sixty granted.

g 2 3 = ) A new stratum of auriferous earth or gravel situated in a lo-
days period of pubhcatlon, it must be under oath of cality where the claims are abandoned shall, for this ]furpose. be

many locations as he can purchase and rely
upon his possessory title; that a separate pat-
ent for each location is unnecessary. Locaters
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52 5 : 2 the person or persons making the same, and shall deemed a new mi 1 2 i :
: TFT.NO r DT < ’ L emed a new mine, although the same locality shall have been
L4 s RMAN havbe to show ‘px)nof o{‘}ﬁltlzenshlp or intention o0 the nature, boundaries and extent of such  previously worked at a different level. :
5 -Rodney’~, . to become citizens. 1s may be done n t}}e adverse claim: and all proceedings, except publica- A claim shall be recorded with the Gold Commissioner in
case of an individual by his own affidavit; in . f : 4 a P LRES, pt P whose district it is situated within three days after the location
C.Nome . At s tion of notice and filing affidavits thereof, are stayed thereof, if it is located within ten miles of the Commissioner’s
tt f d b
1€ case of an association Incorporate Y2 yntil the controversy is settled by a court of compe- office. One extraday shall be allowed for making such record for
NORTOR ¢ e wrlinte numbe.r of individuals by th(_: affidavit of their tent jurisdiction or the Sdieree claim = Evaived everx additional ten miles and fraction thereof.
o R Mt.McKinley ", 3 R authorized agent, made on his own knowledge Within thi d I T2 > n entry fee of $15 shall be charged the first year and an annuval
| 4 . . ﬁ“ iy 000 or upon information and belief; and in the case ithin thirty days after filing adverse claim, contest-  fee of $15 for each o the following years. :
[ ST.LAWRENCE RSN There o - é A Lye==" ¢  oroanE ¢ ing party shall begin proceedings to determine the A royalty of ten per cent.on the gold mined shall be levied
| A= 2P g/ ¢ 4 7 L.Tingle & 77 XQ\ Ze of a company organized under the laws of any hcion” of right of possession, and shall prosecute and collected by officers to be appointed for the purpose, provided
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the amount so mined and taken from a single claim does not ex-
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L. Mentista Failure so to do operates as a waiver. y After such  and taken from zlmy single claim exceegs five hlundrfed dollars per
. N Y 4 judgment, the party entitled to possession may file ek there shallbe leved and colleted g oyaley of e per cent
7 S.ECSoeLf- East Cape ; - q N, Py - with the registrar a Certlﬁ_ed copy of the judgment upon the excess, or amount taken Prom any single claim over five
J 2.3 A |‘ < P /7 A g S R FT.SIMPSON roll, together with a certificate from the surveyor hund]red (fiollars per week, theﬁ: shal]l be l?vied and cfo]}ectced a
ez} \ Rapids * ', o o & -
5 [ Kipniak é}(} Y Aoseretsid X R e No” gt s general that the requisite amount of Jabor has been  {YAN ARICER PG Se Gecounted for by The officers who
e £ N ‘Andreat: fiioly Cross Kiutens B : /_’,k;'\,_ 2 done on the claim and the description required in  collect the same in due course. The time and manner in which
Dyer _/gusitvak® % Redoubt ~ > *Say, & J!" other cases, and shall pay to the registrar 85 per acre sueh royalty shall be collected, and the persons who shall collect
;S : Kiomakot 3 A ton bl 2 pay g 5 P th 11 be provided for b [eins tolbe e aaib
. : s o "Iy & / EPelly of such claim, whereupon the whole proceedings and  {i&3me, shall be provided for by regu‘ations te be mace by the
> ] ) : > : 3
[ 'I — TR iy, D8 - 2 5 judgment roll shall be. C§rt1ﬁed by the registrar to Default in payment of such rovalle. if continued for ten days
‘ ) : v F, Atootchi L. g) W= . the general land commissioner and the patent issues.  afternotice has been posted upon the claim in respect of which it is
[ 2 A ansina . < K . demanded, or in the vicinity of such claim, by the Gold Commis-
: \ S ADMINISTERING -OF OATHS. - sioner or his agent, shail be followed by cancellation of the claim.
' i : Wi T S All affidavits required under the mining laws of 13 SR 0 Scliud (e GowR Y BIIOICs 2 Part o the
vite/Hovee 3 ; 5
| Pra ' MNW Raps. the Un,‘ted States may be mad? before any officer  amount taken out, shall be ?unished by cancellation of the claim
(] b oot Tuniimk (0 Livkell L. authorized to administer oaths within the land district  in respect of which fraud or false statements have been committed
| ST.MATTHEW 1. i /Jf\ > & h the clai be siti d d all fs or made. In respect of the facts as to such fraud or false state:
A Tikehik *‘.} whnere € claum may De si1 unated, and a Proe: may = sy T £ P :
,50 C.Upright L RGNVAR Ingemnlut}/ be taken before any such officer. Irg;a;tig:;rn:g]aﬁa&?}fnné.cf royalty, the decision of the Gold Com: {
1 ) 2 JAgivarik ~L C.Suckii The entry of every holder of a grant for placer ‘mining must
‘ 1 R weegams ’m ?:§~ il : be renewed, and his receipt re}inq—m%hzd and replaced every year,
> 3 Kakwok il T S CANADIAN MINING LAws_ the entry fee being paid each time. e
‘ 4 : us ¥ = % (Approved by Order in Council No. 118y, of 21 May, 1897, clai11:?nT}lxge;a:I};allocr:I‘i:g}l’Yebl?t gtlila: ts;r(x)lre xrr:?iferthrﬁﬁyonlfoﬁmalgg
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} 1 x : : =G .(zme'na'ed.) 5 number of claims by purchase, and any number of miners may
‘ ! S o ?) cHAEOBTYy) fLake The Klondike District is governed by regulations unite to work their claims in common upon such terms as they
! C.Newenham v HuSEisn [ el of the Canadian Government, being distinctfy eastiof Sy Bianety gigg'jfegnguqc?eeag{;imﬁ?; e erezgstggeid g e s 25
el - e =~ o g ~ - o er, a ~pa qr-each registrations S B
N - C.Peirca ?e(‘t‘ the boundary line. There is a Gold _Conﬂi‘Ssmner, Every miner shall, during the Continuance of his grant, have Y
-~ o ;vhose office is athawson City,and it is therc that all  the lszxclus}llve right o‘i er;\try upon his own cflalm fordthe mix;}er—like
1 ocations are made and licens ured. 1 t working thereof, and the construction of a residence thereon,
1 & © . s s ENSE8oLE efi A digest of and shall be entitled exclusively to all the proceeds realized there-
1 5 the an.adfan mining laws is as follows: from; but he shall have no surface rights therein, and the Gold
3 |‘ = A T H{-A B)AuS .-G A g5 Bar diggings shall mean any part of a river over which the - ‘Commissioner may grant to the holders of adjacent claims such
‘ e [~ - 5 wa:er extegdst\]vhen the water is in its flooded state, and which is righl: of erfltrr_\" ther]eon as may be habsolutely necessa;‘y for the
‘ 5 E/_r’-j P not covered at low water. working of their claims, upon such terms as may to him seem
‘ e PRIBILOF l' "9) Wahpisen Mines on benches shall be known as bench diggings, and shall reasonable. He may also grant permits to miners to cut timber
| o L ISLANDS . ‘ . FT. for the purpose of defining the size of such claims, be excepted  thereon for their own use, upon payment of the dues prescribed
0 |‘ A Lol MC MURRAYJ(, b fronbdrydqhggmgs. N » s by t;::e regulationshi;rllntl};at be}ﬁllg e
ST.GEORGE 1. 3 nZly S Clearivgter: ry.diggings. s mean any.mine over which a civer never. ... _ Every.miners e.entitled to so much of the water natur-
Ee 1 21 L k. extends. ally flowing through or past his claim, and not already lawfully
L Il Tiv 2 S A miner shall mean a male or female over the age of 18, but  appropriated, as shall 181 the opinion of the Gold Commissioner,
7Y o R not under that age. ; be necessary for the due working thereof, and shall be entitled to
|‘ iace Pelican S Claim shall mean the personal right of property in a placer  drain his own claim free of charge.
- L.g7 E x}\_ine‘ or diggings during the time for which grant of such mine or A claimdshall be deemed to be a\?]and%ned and o;;lerht(})‘ the oc-
1 diggings is made. g cupation and entry by any person when the same shall have re-
‘ m H N g Legal post shall mean a stake standing not less than four  mained unworked on working days by the grantee thereof or by
1 3 2 ;. A ol feet above the ground and squared on four sides for at least one some person on his behalf for the space ot seventy-two hours,
\ [ gsnuumm ¢ N > : ' foot from the top. Both sides so squared shall measure at least (three consecutive days) unless sickness or other reasonable
feranos JacksohQ ey 0N ; Stewart \ ATHABRSCA four inches across the face. It shall also mean any stump or tree  cause be shown to the satisfaction of the Gold Commissioner,
[ F I = e = = I LaNDING | cut off and squared or faced to the above height and size. or unless the grantee is absent on leave given by the Commis-
| Akutg, I Dpizon Entrance Close season shall mean the period of the year during which  sioner, and the Gold Commissioner, upon obtaining evidence
P | placer mining is generally suspended. The period to be fixed by  satisfactory to himself that this provision is not being complied
OUNALAS, 4 0 GRA ‘;.4 the gold commissioner in whose district the claim is situated. with, may cancel the entry given for a claim.
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