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The Alaska Gold Fields. 
iHERE WM ",m , CO"""y b",,, knOW" by o'm' ,II 

over tbe world than that whicb, since July, 1897. has 
been called "The Klond ike . " It IS the Indian name 
of a smallslream running into the great Yukon River in 

Canadian territory; a stream that on all the maps and charts, 
except the very recent ones, is named" Reindeer River" or 
" [Jeer River." Now the name" Klondike" stands not only for 
this little river, but also for an extensive gold-miging district 
containing many similar streams, many, if not all of them, as 
well stored with placer gold as the Klondike was when Car­
mack found it in the summer of 1896. 

Tbe name became celebrated in a very brief time for a 
potent reason. It is the most remarkable gold find in history. 
Many accounts have come from tbe far north since the name 

VIEW OF DAWSON CITY. 

was first heard, and many people have gone there and returned. 
They hav.e given many differing accoun.ts of the region, the 
climate and the life, but on one point all accounts generally 
agree: that gold is there, in quantityas great as was stated in 'the 
beginning; that the Klondike is not a little stream into which 
all the nuggets were washed, hut that there are an unknown 
number of others like it in richness that are scattered over a 
wide extent of country now known generally as the" Klondike 
District." Many of these streams have been partially pros­
pected, none of them entirely_ So far as known all the finds 
show a richness that leaves this northern region still unsur­
passed as the last and greatest gold find In mining annals. 

The Klondike and the entire district of that name, lie east 
of the eastern boundary of Alaska, and on Canadian soil. But 
nearly all the miners and trading companies t,here are citizens 
of the United States. Their supplies are mostly purcbased in 
the United States and duty paid upon entering Canadian terri ­
tory. Canada exempts from all duty miners' blankets, personal 
clothing in use, tents, hroken packages of provisions being used, 
also cooking utensils in use and 100 pounds' of food for the 
journey, charging ordinary customs duty on everything in ex­
cess of this amount. The duty is about the same as charged 
by the United States on Canadian goods. . . 

West of the boundary line, and in the vast territory held by 
the United States under the name of Alaska, there had already 
been discovered rich placer claims. The facts of geology, and 
the experiences of professional minerlj, engineers, prospectors 
and all others whose interest it has been to investigate, show 
that equally as important discoveries are destined to be made 
on our own soil. The situation so far is that attention was for 
a time diverted from the older mines to the rich find on the 



Klondike, and then tl e winter of 18<)7-8 inte rvened. Every per­
son who has the intention of mining in the Alaska fields should 
understand that it is impos ible that the gold sbould all have 
been washed into one stream or in to th e streams of a compara­
tively li mited territory, and that otherterritory adjoining, of the 
arne character In nearly all respects and similarly situated, 

should lack fie lds of equal richne s. A glance at the map will 
show more small streams runDlng into the Yukon on the west 
Ide, and immediately west of Dawson City and the Klondike, 

than there a re in the latter district. The country IS practically 
the arne in all other respects. Few, if any, of these streams 
have been pro pected, and certainly not any of them entirely. 

The great gold fields of Alaska a re all as yet practically 
unknown. The real harvest is waiting for th e thousands who 
are yet to come. 

Some of the General Facts. 
These may be briefly stated. Alaska was the Ru sian 

America of the old-time geographies. It was purchased by the 
United States from Russia in 1867 as a fnendly ac t, and with­
out the least idea of the country coming to the front as the scene 
of any event that would g reatly inte rest mankind. \Ve paid for 
it '7,2oo,ooo-a few cents an acre. It is an immense country, 
being 1,100 miles long [rom north to sou th, 800 miles in width 
from east to west, and containing nearly 600,000 sC] uare miles, 
or about 370,000,000 acre . I t has, until recently, been very 
thinly populatt!d, by either Indians or white men, and is still 
largely unexplored. But this possession has not been without 
profit. Before any gold interest had been exci ted it had fur­
nished some SOO,ooo,ooo of that metal, with other northern p ro­
ducts, amounting in the aggregate to about ~65,ooo.000. 

Tbe COUntry has o~great river-the now famous Yukon. It 
TUns fro m the northeast toward the southwest in a genera l direc­
tion. The Junction of the two rivers that make it, the LeweE 

A YUKON S'TEAMER. 

and the Porcupine, being wi thin the eastern boundary of Alaska. 
This great st ream is navigable for ri ve r steamers of the usual 
size, nearly 2,000 miles [rom its mouth, to where the Lewes and 
Pelly rivers join, and [or smaller boats both these streams are 
navigable for considerable distances above this point, and in­
cluding also the streams named in th e map, the Hootalinqua, 
Big Salmon and others. Many other streams flowing into the 
Yukon are navigable, and some of them are destined to be as 
well known in time to come as the Klondike now is. Among 
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the e are the Porcupine, the Tan~na, \Vhite, Stewart, Birch, 
opper and othe rs. Of the smaller streams, like the Klondike, 

there are hundreds. It should be noted that it is in these smaller 
streams that the gold-bearing g ravel has thus far been found. 

The M inin g Conditions: 

There are, in the Alaska district, various mining conditions 
that are new. These condi tions will be found to attend all opera­
tions in any part of the country that lies east of the coast range, 
which has a different climate from that part of the country that 
is on the coast. orne of these conditions are favorable, some 
are less so, and all are new. ~Iost of the country is covered by 
a coat of Arctic moss, which is so thick that it must be scraped 
or burned away before the ground can be seen. Another 
peculiarity is that the ground is always frozen, Eight inches to 
one foot of the su rface is thawed every summer, the remainder 
remaining frozen, as it has been for an unknown time, To 
begin mining the surface is thawed by, building a fire on the 
surface. The thawed earth is then taken out, and another 
fire made; the process being repeated until the gold-bearing 
gravel is reached. 

Sometimes this gravel lies near the surface; at other places 
at a depth of several feet. It is, of course, richer when it lies 
on or near the bedrock. In most cases so far this is found at 
a depth of from sixteen to twenty-two feet. 

Another peculiarity-thi time much in favor of the miner 
- is that when he strikes "pay-dirt" he knows it, Miners all 
speak of "dust," no matter what form the gold is in. But 
there is, stnctly speaking, no "dust" in this field. All the Klon­
dike gold has so far been found in the form of lumps, or 
"nuggets," visible to the eye, and often capable of being 
picked out of the gravel with the fingers. It is, however, all 
" panned" or "washed." 

The grave l, unlike other gold-bearing gravel elsewhere, is 
almost jet-black, and amid this blackness the little particles of 
gold shine. The gold-measures lie, as placer-gold must always 
lie, in or near a stream, or where water has at some time flowed, 
and in such places it must be looked for. Of course, the reader 
need not be informed that placer-gold is never found where it 
naturally belongs. It has always been washed to that place from 
some other locality. \Vhen it has not been washed and is still 
in the rock, It is " Lode Mining." This is the extensive and ex­
pensive process of our own western mining regions. It is min­
ing in which only large capital can indulge, and is in the hands 
of wealth almost exclusively. Placer-mlDing is where nature 
has taken the gold out of the rock and washed it into the water­
courses, and the miner, so to speak, picks it up. The Klondik.e 
and Alaska fields are all so far" poor man's mining." 

A ctual Mining in Alaska. 

The processes are the same in all essentials as they are 
elsewhere. The miner's pan is a Russia-iron pan some four­
teen inches in diameter, with sloping sides, and the trick of 
using it is readily caught from others. It is always necessary 
at first, and with a pick and a shovel, constitute eve ry placer­
miner's first equipment. 

The "rocker " or "cradle" is an oblong box with a per­
forated metal sc reen at the upper end, and with wooden cross­
pieces or "rimes" along the bottom. The pay-dirt is thrown 
on the screen, water is poured on this steadily, and the box is 



ROCKING THE CRADLE . 

rocked I ike a cradle 
by means of an up­
right handle. The 
heavy gold sinks 
and lodg es against 
the riffles while the 
lighter sand, grav­
el and earth is 
washed off. 

The sluice is an 
enlarged rocker. 
It may he of any 
~ength, and water 
is turned into it 
from a stream. 
The pay dirt is 
shoveled in at the 
upper end and the 
gold sinks and 
lodges against the 
.. riffles, " while all 
lig hter material is 
ca rried out at the 
lower end by the 
current. 

All these processes a re old, and in respect to them 
nothing new in tbe working of the Alaskan gold fields . 

there is 

The Climate of Alaska. 
Sufficient time since occupancy by white men has not yec 

ela psed to show the average temperature of winter and summer 
for a period of years in northern and eastern Alaska and the 
K lond ike region. There is a question now whether winter on 
the upper Yukon is really harder to endure than it is in the 
cold er reg ions within the lines of the United States. It is cer­
ta in tba t women and children have spent winters in northern 
Alaska without harm, and that fur-hunters and frontiersmen 
wintered there habitually long before the gold discoveries 
occurred. The Saxon blood has the characteristics of being 
capable of enduring in health all the climates that have so 
far been discovered, and it endures cold better than it does 
excessi ve heat. 

There are in Alaska two climates, and a description of them 
is here abbreviated from an official report by Mr. W. L. 
Moore, Chief of the weather bureau of the Department of 
Ag riculture. He says: 

.... " The strip of the mai n land or perhaps twenty miles back from the 
seat following the sweep of th e coast as It curves to the northwestward to the 
western ex.tremity of Alaska, forms a distinct cl imatic divisi on which may 
be te rmed temperate Alaska. 

I . The temperature rarely fall s to zero; wi nter does not set in until about 
December first. and by th e last of May the s now has d isappeared except on 
the mountains. The mean winter temperature of Sitka is 32.5 degrees but 
little less th an th at o( Wash ington, D . C .. .. The tem pera ture changes Irom 
month to month in temperate Al aska a re small , not exceed ing 25 degrees 
from midwinter to midsum me r. The average temperature of July. the warm­
est month of summer, rarely reaches 55 degrees. and the highest temperature 
for a single day seldo m reaches 75 degrees. 

II The rainfall 01 tempe rate Alaska is notorious the world over. not only 
as regards t he quantity that fa ll s. but also th e manner of its (a llinlf-in long 
and incessant rains and d rizzles. Cloud and fog abou nd, there bewg, on an 
average. but 66 clear days in th e year." 

Then comes the opposite, the climate of the interior. Mr. 
Moore sa ys of this: 

.. T he cl imate o( the interior, including in that designation practically 
all o[ the country except a narrow [rLoge of coastal margin and the territory 
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referred to as temperate Alaska, is ooe of extreme vigor io winter wllh a 
brief but relatively bot summer, especially wheo tbe sky is free from clouds . 

.. In the Klondike region in mid,noter tbe sun rises from 9.30 CO 10 
a. m., and sets from 2 to 3 p. m., the tota1len<ttb of the daylight being about 
four hours:' -

Snow may be expected at any time afte r September first, 
and may continue until the end of May. In May the StlD rises 
about 3.00 a. m. and sets about 9.00 p. m. In June it rises 
about 1.30 a. m. and sets about 10.30 p. m., giving twenty bours 
of daylight, and good twilight the remainder of the time. 

The mean summer temperature of the interior ranges be­
tween 60 and 70 degrees above, varying with the relative 
elevation, being cooler where tbe ground is bighest, and 
warmer in the valleys. 

Supplie . 
The United States Army ration for one man, for one day, is 

as follows: Three quaners of a pound of pork, or bacon, or 
one pOtlDd and a qnarter of fresh or salt beef, twenty-two 
ounces of flour or soft b read, or one pound of hard bread. One 
man is expected to use in one hundred days, besides tbe issue 
per day above mentioned: Ten pounds of rice aT eight quarts 

AN ALASKA MINING CAMP. 

of beans, ten pounds of coffee, or one and one-balf pounds of 
tea, fifteen pounds of sugar, four quarts of vinegar, four pounds 
of soap, two quarts of salt. Estimate for a year's supply will 
be found by multiplying the first by 365, and the last 2}6. It is 
a ration tbat has been tested by experience. 

What to Take With Yo u. 
Various lists have been publisbed giving articles required 

for a year's supply in Alaska, which period every one should 
be provided for. These lists vary in extent and amounts to 
such a degree that it is our suggestion that in purchasing an 
outfit, the advice of some reliable establishment, having experi­
ence in this particular line be taken. By so doing, the best 
quality of goods can be obtained at reasonable prices and 
many unnecessary a rticles and waste will be avoided thereby, 
as they are in a position to best know just what is required, 
and besides, supplies will be securely packed and admit of easy 
handling en route,whicb in this particular alone is no small item. 

It is furtber suggested that supplies be plainly marked with 
name and address oE owner, and that tbey have besides some 
distinguishing mark, so that the goods can be recognized at 
a glance. 



T he co t of <l suitable oUln t of reliable goods will vary 
from 5180 upward. 

Routes . 
\Vhile there may be some difference of opinIOn as to the 

best routes from the various Pacific Coast gateways to the 
Klondike and Alaska gold fields, there 'is no question as to the 
~orth-\\'estem Line (Chicago & ~orth·Westem Ry.) being 
the most desirable route to an Francisco, Portland, Seattle, 
Tacoma, Vancoll\'er, Edmonton or A beroft. Through cars 
a re run every day in the year between Chicago and San Fran­
cisco and Portland, on the faste t schedules, and via St. Paul 
and ~Iinneapolis the quickest and best service is offered with 
union depot connections and through cars without change 
from St. Paul and ~Iinneapolis lO eattle, Tacoma, Portland, 
Ashqoft and ' "aocouver. From these various terminals, it is 
Intended lO have ample means of transportation for the large 
number of people who will go to the goldfields early thlS 
year, and the choice of routes, about all of which so much 
has been and is being published, must be left to the determina­
tion of the individual or party. 

Routes to the Cold fjeld . 
No. I -Chicago and North·Western Rail,!vay and through 

car connections to Seattle, Tacoma, Vancouver, Portland or 
San Francisco; tbence steamer to Taiya (Dyea); thence Via 
Chilkoot Pass as follolVs:-See map. 

MILES. TOTAL 

Talya (Dyea) ro n ead of Caooe Navigation... .... 6 
Thence to Summit of Cbilkoot Pass .. _ .... " " .. .. 10~ 16~~ 

Head of Lake L lncLenHlD. . .. .... .... ... O~.l 261,~ 
Foot of Ll£ke Llndeman ... ...... .... ... 8 3-l~ 
Head or Lake Bell nett .... .... ......... 1 3oY, 
Foot 01 L:tke Bennett.. ................ 26!<\: 61 'U 
Foot 01 CarJbou rOssing . .. . ........... 2~4 G4v, 

b~~~10~f~~a'k~\1-:,~fk.:'.: :: .. :::: ::::::: 1~3~ ~~ 
Foot of Lake Marsb .................... 20 I06J4 
Head of Canon ...... ... .......... . ..... 163a 123 
Foot of Cafton.. ....................... 3!. 123:1( 
Head lJf Wbite Horse Rapids. . .. .. .. .. 1'10 125),( 
Tabkeenab Hiver ............ ........... 14la 140 
Head of Lake Leberge ........ .. ........ 16 156 
Foot Lake Leberge ............. .... .... 31 187 
Bootallo'lua River ...................... 29 216 
Ca "air Bar. .. . . . . . ... . . .. .. . . .. .. . . .... 26 24.2 
Big Salmon River..... .... .............. 7 249 
I-iltle l:ialmon Rivel' .... ................ 3G~ 285Y, 
Five Fmger Rapids ..................... 58Y. 344 
Rink "Hapids ..... ... .... .... ............ 6 350 
Pelly ]{i\ e r (Fort Selkirk) ............. . 53~ <103Y, 
IV-hlte River .... .... .... .. .. .... .... ... 96 499Yo 
'tewart River..... ...................... OYo 509 

flixty·Mile Post ......................... 20 529 
Dawson City ............................ 2IJ 549 

N. B.-It b reported. upon what is cODsidered good authorit)·. that a 
cable tramway. which will carry poth passengers and freight , will be in 
opera lion early in the season O!l8ql! over the Chilkoot Pass. 

No . 2-Chicago and North·Western Railway and through 
car connections to Seattle, Tacoma, Vancouver, Portland or 
San Francisco; thence steamer to Skaguay; thence via White 
Pass to Lake Lindeman, about 40 miles; thence from foot of 
Lake Lindeman to Dawson City, same as Route No. I-See map. 

No. 3-Chicago and NOTCh·Western Railway and through 
car connections to Seattle, Tacoma, Vancouver, Portland or 
San Francisco; thence steamer to Ft. Wrangel; thence up 
Stikeen River, about ISO miles, to Telegraph Creek; thence 
overland trail to Lake Teslin, about I1S miles; thence by lake 
and riverto Dawson City, about 500 miles.-See map. 

No.4-Chicago and North·Western Railwa: ' and through 
car connections to Seattle, Tacoma, Vancouver, Portland and 
San Francisco; thence steamer to Juneau; thence up Taku Inlet 
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about.p miles; thence overland, about 140 miles, to Lake Teslin; 
thence by lake and river to Dawson City, same as Route 1\0. 3 
- ee map. 

No.5-Chicago and North-Western Railway and through 
car connections to Seatt le, Tacoma, Vancouver, Portland or 
San Francisco; thence steamer to Haines; thence via Dalton 
Trail, about 350 miles overland, to Flo Selkirk; th ence q5~ 
miles by river to Dawson City, or route can be varied at 
Hootchi l ndian Village, about 300 miles overland, by taking the 
1\ordenskiold RIver about cp miles to the Lewes River; thence 
by river 205 miles further to Dawson City.-See map. 

No.6-Chicago and I orth-\Vestern Railway and through 
car connections to Seattle, Tacoma. Vancouver, Portland or 
~an Francisco; thence steamer via t. Michaels to Dawson 
City, about 4,500 miles-time 30 to 40 days from Pacific Coast. 
Yukon River not generally open to navigation before June 
15-30 nor usually later than October I.-See map. 

CHILKOOT PASS. 

No. 7- Chicago a nd i\orth-\Vestern Rail way and Soo PaCIfic 
Route to Edmonton; thence overland 90 miles to Athabasca 
Landing; thence ri vcr and lake to Ft. McPherson, 1792 miles; 
thence via Peel River or Porcupine River to Klondike district. 
-See map. 

No. B-Chicago and "orth-Western Rai lway and through car 
connections to Ashcroft, B. c. ; thence overland by trail and river 
to T elegraph Creek, 7~o miles from Ashcroft; thence overland 
trai l to Lake Teslin"about 115 mile, thence by lake and ri ve r to 
Dawson City, about 500 miles, same as Route No. 3.-See map. 

Route to COpp r Ri er and 
ook Inlet District. 

ChIcago & North-Western Railway and through car connec­
tions to Seattl e, Tacoma, Vancouver, Portland or San F rancisco, 
thence steamer to Sitka and Orca, the port of en try for th e 
Copper River District. Average t ime from ' orth Pacific Coast 
points to Sitka, abou t fi,'e days; itka to Orca, three days. 
Persons destined to Cook Inlet District, contin ue by steamer to 
Homer and T yoonok.-See map. 

Rates of fare. 
Rates from Pacific Coast points for the season of 1898 have 

not been defiinitcly determined upon as we go to press, yet 
to give some idea of what may be expected we quote the pas· 
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senger rates from Seattle, T acoma a nd Por tla nd for the seaso n 
of 1&)7, th rough ra tes bei ng obtained by addin g the rates [rom 
sta rt ing point to Seattle, T acoma or Portl and to the ra tes of like 
class therefrom , same through rates ap plying via e ither g ate­
way named or via San Fra ncisco and Va nco uver as well. 

Wrao{.(e l 
.Jtul eau. 

Fi rst cia s. ,325.00 
I. a:!.oo 

4U.(j() 

Second .~I ass , g::lZ 
Hkaguay llU<l Dyea, 
hitka, - - - - ~o.oo 

300.00 

2.;.00 
22.00 

:l50.00 To Uf<wsrJn Cily, via. ' t. ) Iichael'i, 
lW pounds 1)[ baggage free wi tlJ each lirsl-das and secood-cla", ticket. 

Every effo rt is being made to have ample means of transpo r­
tation fro m the various Pacific Coast poin ts to ta ke care of th e 
larg e numbe r of peopl e who will go to the Alaska gold fields the 
comIng season. Rates for both passengers and fre igh t will be 
reasonable, but as they will be subjec t to change we woul d re­
fer you to your nearest ticket agen t for rel iable informa ti on 
concerning- th ese ma tters at the tim e you a re ready to go. 
He wIll be able to quo te you through ra tes via th e Chicago &: 
J orth-Weste rn Ry.-Th e North-W estern Line- and otherwise 
assist you in making a rrangements for the journey. 

ROUTE VIA 

The North·Western Line, St. Paul aDd Minneapolis. 

THE ~onTll·"\·E8TERN LIMITED leavi ng Oh icago 6.30 p. m . da i b", NewlYeqll ipped 
throughout witb Buffet, Smoking nod L ibrur)' ars. Private Comrlll. r tment S leep­
ing Can , Pa lace Sleeping Co ra Ilnd Din i ng Ca rs Cm oAoo t o ST. PAUL und MISNE ' 
APO LIS. r n lnce S leeping Cars nod Tourist Sleepi ng Car s ST. P AUL a nd Mn.""XE_ 
APOLlt; LO SEATTLE, 'IAc olrA, POItTLA-"'\D, .As n c n OFT an d VA.NCOUVER, nn d menltf 
on Din in g Curs nnd nt first-c lnss Vining Stntions. 

TH E NWHT EXPllESS leoving Chicago ]0.15 J). m . dai ly. Solid Train with Pa lnce 
SJeelJing Oars a nd Free Recl ining hair Cnrs CBI CAGOtoST.PAUL nnd M~NEAPOL18. 
Palnce looping au Dnd T o u rist S leeping Cars ST. IJt.UL a nd :M..INNEAPOI~lA to 
SEATTLE, TACOll.A, P ORTLAND, AJH:l CROE'T nnd V AS COU'VE fl, nnd meu ld o n Dining 
Ou.T8und a t ficRt.-c ioss 1Jin ing Rt.ationR. 

STATIO NS T I ME OAf OF TH E WEEK 

--C.-&-N-.-W. Ry- . --1- --. I 
Lv ·rucn"'o .. . .. . .. . . ,..... .. 6.80 pm 10.15 pm Su.n :\10n \TUe. \-\'ed T hur F ri Snt 

A:r Mi n neal'oJi.s .. ........... 8.90 am ~.05 pm Mon Tue Wed rI'h ur Fn Sat IS on 
Nort hern Pao;fio Ry. 

At St. Pa uL . .•. . .... ..... .. . 7.50 Am 11.30 am Mon l'l·ue Wed T hu r F ri Sli t 8un 

Lv S t . PuuI.. ...... .. . .. .. .. . .... . ... 4.00 pm :\10 n Tue \-Yed 'l'h u.r F ri SRt S un 

~~~~~ae ... ::: : : :: .:: : ::::: :::: :: : : . J:~~~ ~:~r J~illI l §~~ ~~~ I~fo~ ~1~en ~~~ 
~~~~U1er;d :::::: :: :::::::::I: : :: : :: : : ~:~:~ig~\~~i ~:~ ~~:~ ~I~~ i~: ~~:~ 

Great Northern fly. 

f;~~o~~~· .:::::::::::.:::: :: ::::::: tre :~~~d rh~r;~~d §~ltUr ~~~ ~~n ~~l~ 
As Reat Ue .. ................. .. ....... JO.ao am Thur F ri Isnt Snn Mon 1 tl e Wed 

Lv St. P au l. ......... .... .... .. ....... 9.W 3m 'Mon T ue Wed Thur Fri Sat !::iun 

Ar Por t. land .... . .......... ....... ... . U .15 am T b u r lFTi Sat Shn Mon T ue Wt:.d 
Canadian Paeijio Reu te. I 
~~~J~~r:to.n .::: :: .:::.: : :. ::::: :: :. ~:~~~ ~'.~~. ~~~~~~ .. ~.(~~ .. ~.~~l .. ~.~~ I~:~~ .. 
Ar.\.sb crnft ......... ... ..... " .... .... 212am T hurFd Sat Su n 1\f Ofl Tue Werl 

!~~::L~f~.~~.r::: : .. ~ .... ::::,:::::: :: : !:~ :: il~~~ ~~t ~:t ~~:~ ~g~ ~~~: ~::~I 

RO U TE V tA 

The North-Western line, Omaha, Ogden and San Fran cisco. 
THE OVE R LAND L I M I TED--DA I LV. 

CAL I FCRNIA IN 3 DAYS. 

Solid Vestibul ed Train. Double Drawi ng-Room Palace S leeping Cars Chi cago 
to Sfln FrunciBco. Opholst.e red T ourist S leeping Oars Oh icago to Sllcr umento a nd 
San F rancisco. Palace S leepi ng Oars nnd Buff&t, Smoking ri nd Li.brary Cars 
Ohicngo to SnIt Luke . Free RecliJlin ~ 0 h air Cnrs Ohicugo to Ogden . A 11 Menls 
nerved" n II]. carte " in Di.ning lard Ch icago Lo San F rll.nc isoo. Personu lJ y Oon­
d nctec1 li:xctlr!:iiou'f eve ry Thu rsd ay. 

~ ~ --- TI-T-'-~-E----'7, ::::::::O:A:V:O:F::T:H:E::W:E:E:K::::::: 
t~§~!t~~:'~:::::::: : ::: ::: :::~ : : : :':::1 ~:~:~~~ll }~~~i :1¥:!lr\~~~r\~~~ur\m lt~J!l 
~~~~~~~~~t~it.~::::::: . . :::::.:.::: ~:~ :~~Jle~ ~~~~lr~~illrA~i ~~~\ ~~~ ~\~~I 
A..!!3."n~r~i~ . ..:. ......... .... R.m pm \.r~.d :tbur Fri Ant Run Mon Tu e 

10 



ROUTE VIA 

The North-Western Line, Omaha, Ogden and San Francisco, 
T H E PACIFIC EXPRESS--DA I LV. 

Palnce S1eel1inIJ C~'UlO And Free Reclining- Chnir Cars C":hicngo to Den .... er and 
Gral1uer. Throu~h Palace Sleepinl,;-f'nr nccommodations to San Frllllcisco. 
Ur,boJ;<te red Tourist Sleeping 0Rr~ C'hic8ltO to 811n Frnncisco. "lIenls serveci un In 
cHrte" in DininJ; ('art' und at fir::.l·clu:;., Dining Stations. Per.sonall~· Conducted 
Excl1T"'-\ions eVf~ry ThurlOdny. 

ST ATIONS TIME DAY OF THE WEEK 

Lv {;h ieo~o ......... ~ .. JU.~:KJ 11m Sun :\1011 Tup- We(f '1'iluJ' Fri 
.-\r UOlllhll... ... •• ...•.•.• ..... •... . 3.:-)) pm .\-lo n Tue ' Wed ThurlFri Sat 

:~~8~:t:~~::::::·.-··:~: .. :·:::::::::: 4:~::~~~~ ¥~.~~r}:~ur§'~l I ~~~l ~[o~ 
.-\r Hilit Luke Cit}" ... ,. :i.SO am '''ed Thur F'ri Sat ISUIl )[on 
.\.r SnC'rnmen to ............... , .... 5.'i() am Thllr Yri Rat Sun 'Ion Tue 
Ar ~nn Francisco .... .............. 9A5 am Thor Fri Sot RUJl .1\1 011 Tue 

ROUTE VIA 

The North -Western Line, Omaha , Granger and Portland, 
THE PAC IFI C EXPRESS--DAIL..V. 

Sut 
}-iun 
lion 
Tue 
Tue 
IYad 
" 'ed 

Palnce Sleeping Cars Chicago to Portland, via Granger and Pocatello, Tourist 
Sleeping Cars nnd Free Reclining Choir Oars Chicago to Omaha nnd thence to 
Portlnud. 1I:leal., Berved "a 10 curte" in Dining Cars and At first-class Dining 
, mtioJlJ-'. 

STATIONS TIME DAY OF THE WEEK 

Lv Chicngo...... ... ..... ............ 10.30 pm Sun ':\lonTue " 'ed '-Thur Fri Sat 
.\.r On1l1Iln ........... ,. ...... .. ....... 3.30 pm M Oil Tue Wed Thur (j'el Sut SUD 
,\.r Chey8Iine........ ................. 'UO am Tue Wed Thur Fri Rnt SUll ~Ion 

~~~~~l~e'Jo.::::::::::::~:::::::::::· g:i3~:~Pe~l ~~:rj:~iur[~l ~~~ ~ro~ I~I~!l 
~r Huntington............ . ........ 2.00 pm "~ecl Thur Fri Sat Sun ).lon Tue 
Ar POTtJnu.d . . ~) ~~hur Fyi Sat SUll ::\100 Tue . Wed 

ROUTE VIA 

The North-Western line, Omaha, Ogden , Sacramento and Portland, 
THE OVERLAND LIMITED-- D AILV. 

Solid Vestibuled Trnin. Upholstered TOURIST SL'EEPING CARS to PORTLAND 
via SACRAMENTO and • SUASTA HOUTE," also througb Palace Sleeping·Oar nccom~ 
modations. Palace Drawing-Room Sleeping ·nrM Ohicago to Slilt Lake and San 
Francisco. Butfet, Smoking nnd Library Care Cbicago to Sn It Lake. Free Reel in­
int( Cbnir Cur .. C' hi cngo to Ogden. Meals served" a In carte" in Dining Cars and 
ut fir~t-c ln8R lJi ning St8tion!l. Personnlly Conducted Excu rsions every Thursday. 

STATIONS 

J ... v CillCngO ....................... .. 
Ar OUlnhn ........... , .. _ ... _ ....•.. 
.-\rOgll,'n .... . ...................... . 
At Suit Luke City ............... .. 
~\ r RnCYAmento ..... _ ....... _ ...•.... 
AI' \!'Ihillnu 
Ar PortlAnd .. 

TIME DAY OF THE WEEK 

tt(.() pm SUIl )Ion Tue Wed 'IT}lUrFri 'Rat 
8.10 am ~ron ITue .Wed Thur ft'ri 'But lSun 
1.-1.0 pm Tue 'Ved ,Thur F'ri Snt Sun \1on 
3.10 pm Tue " 'ed Thur,Fri SRt SUll .Mon 
4.50 pm Wed Thur Fri RAt ,Sun : :\lon Tue 

~:~ ~~ t.~ir r;~~ j~~~ l ~lU~~l : ¥::~1 I ~~~ ~~gr 

Time Required to Reach 
the Gold Fields_ 

The time b y steamer from North Pacific Coast points to 
Taiya (Dyea) averages from four to five days. 

From Ft. vVrangel, Juneau, Skaguayand Taiya to Dawson 
City, the time via the various routes depends largely upon vary­
Ing conditions of weather, roads and rivers, amount of freight to 
be transported , size of party, etc. Under the most favorable 
condi tions, it is reported the trip can be made via the most 
direct routes in fifteen days- perhaps in less time, but in the 
majority of cases, more time will be required. 

From Haines, via the Dalton Trail it is reported by persons 
who have been ove r th e trail, that the trip to Dawson can be 
made inside of fifteen days, under the most favorable condi-

" 



Hons, but this is probably less time than the average miner 
could pack across the country. Time here a lso depends 
largely upon the condition of the weather a nd roads, and the 
energy displayed by the party. 

From the Pacific Coast points to Dawson City, via St. 
Michaels, the average time is placed between thirty and forty 
days. Much depends upon the wind and weather, and the con­
dition of water in the Yukon. 

New Gold Fields. 

While the center of interest at present is in the Klondike 
region, of which Dawson is the chief city, yet the discoveries 
are believed to be only in their infancy, and that new Eldo­
rados will be the common report during 1898. The map in 
this folder is engraved from the most reliable information 

SLUICE MINING. 

obtainable and the known' gold-producing districts are clearly 
marked thereon. Much il1terest IS now being taken in the ter­
ritory tributary to the Stewart River, the second largest branch 
of the Yukon; also in the Copper River and Cook Inlet districts 
in Southern Alaska, and important developments are looked 
for in the gold fields located on the Tanana River, southeast 
of Weare. 

Parties. 
Nobody should think of going alone. From a point of safety 

if no other it is bettel to have two or more go together and 
when the party is larger a considerable amount can be saved 
in the purchase of supplies, as there are many articles required 
that will answer for the use of a whole camp as well as for 
one or two persons. Representatives of the Chicago & North­
\Vestern Railway will take pleasure in being of assistance in 
organizing parties and will make appointments upon being 
advised. 

Rates and Information. 

General information as to routes will be found in these 
pages, and representatives of the Chicago & North-Western 
Railway will be pleased to confer with persons interested in 
making the trip, and will assist in the forming of parties, and 
giving the latest information concerning the wonderful dis­
coveries in this new Eldorado, besides quoting the most favor­
able rates, and otherwise being of valuable service. 
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UNITED SH lES MINING LAWS. 

The mining laws of the Un ited Sta tes were 
not made appl icable in Alaska when they were 
passed, and hence has arisen a misapprehen­
sion, many persons not knowing that they were 
made to apply to that territory by the Acts of 

{uly 4. 1866, and May 17, 1874. The general 
and-laws do no t a pply to Alaska now, exapt : 

The township la~vs, providing for t he incorpo­
ration of townshIps, and the acqUlr1ng of title 
the reto by townshi p trustees, and the laws 
reg ul a ting trade a nd manufactures, and giving 
each qualified person 160 acres of land in a 
square and compact form. 

The United States mining law is, in b rief , as 
follows: 

.. The term I placer claim,' as defined by the United 
States Supreme Court, is ground within de fin ed bound­
aries which contains mineral in its earth, sand or grave); 
lrround that includes valuable deposits not in place. that 
15, not fixed in rock, but which are in a loose state. and 
may in most cases be collected by washing or amalgama­
tion without milling." 

Th e manne r of locating placer mining claims 
diffe rs from th at of locatmg claims upon vei ns 
or lodes. In Idca ting a vein or lode claim, th e 
United Sta tes statutes provide th a t no claim 
shall extend more than 300 feet on each side of 
the middle of t he vein at the surface, Or 1,500 
fec t a long the vein, and tbat no claim sha ll be 
limited by mining regulations to less than 
twenty-five fcet on each side of the middle of 
the vein at the surface. 

In locatin~ placer claims, the law provid.s 
that no locatIOn of such cla im upon surveyed 
la nds shall include more than twenty ac res for 
each indIvidual claimant. The Supreme Cou rt, 
however, has he ld that one person can hold as 
man y locations as he can purchase and rely 
upon his possessory t itl e; tha t a separate pat­
en t for each location is u nnecessary. Locaters 
have to show proof of citizenship or intenti on 
to become citizens. This may be done in the 
case of an indiVIdual by his own affidavit; in 
the case of an association incorporated by a 
number of indivi uals by the affidavit of the ir 
authorized agent, made on his own knowledge 
or upon informat ion a nd belief; and in the case 
of a company organi zed nnder the laws of any 

Fo rt 1 

state or territory, by the fi l ing of a certified copy of 
th e charter or certIficate of in corporation. 

A patent fo r any land claimed a nd located may be 
obtained in the following manner: 

.. Any person, association or corporation authorized to locate 
a claim, having claimed and located a piece of land. and who 
has or have complied with the terms of the law. may file 
i n t he proper land offi ce a n a pplication for a pat~nt under 
oath , showing such compliance, together with a plat and field 
notes of the claim or claims in common made by or under 
the direction of th e United States Surveyor General. s'pwing ac~ 
curatel), the boundaries of the claim or claims, whic,/I shall be 
distinctly marked by monu ments on the ground, and sl,al) post a 
copy of such pla t, together with a notice of such application for 
a patent, in a conspicuous place on the la nd embraced in such 
plat. previous to the ap pli cation for a pa tent on such plat: and 
shall file au affidavit of at least two persons that such notice has 
been duly posted. and shall file a copy of the notice ill such land 
offi ce, and shall thereupon be enti tl ed to aJ'3tent to Ule land in 
the manne r follOWi ng : the registrar of sai land office, u..P01l the 
filing of such application, plot. field notes, notices and affidavits. 
shall publi~h a notice t hat such application has been made. for a 
period of sixty days. in a newspaper to be by him des~gnated as 
published nearest to such claim: and he shall post such notice in 
his office for th e same period. The claimant at the t ime of filing 
such application or at any t ime thereafter. wit hin si xty days o-f 
publi catio n. shall fi le with the registrar a certificate or the United 
:States S urveyor General. that !joo wo rth o f labor ha3 been ex~ 
pcnded or improvements made upon the claim by himseH or 
grantors : that the plot is correct. wi th such furth er description 
by referen ce to natural objects or permanent monuments as shall 
identify t he claim and furn i5h an accurate description to be in· 
corpora ted in the p a tent. At t he expiration of the Sixty days of 
publication. the claimant s hall file his affidavit showios that th e 
plat and noti ce ha ve been posted in a conspicuous place on th e 
claim during such period of publication." 

If '"a adverse claim sha ll have been filed wi th the 
registra r of th e land office at the expiration of the said 
sixty days, the claimant is entitled to a pattnt upon 
the payment to the proper officer of $2.50 per aC re 
for a placer claim. In the case of a lode claim, tbe 
price is S5 per ac re. 

The location of a placer claim and keeping pos­
session thereof until a patent shall be issued are sub­
ject to local laws and customs. 

ADVERSE CLAIMS. 

When a n adverse claim is made durino- the sixty 
days period of publication, it must be unde r oatb of 
the person or persons making tbe same, and shall 
show tbe nature, boundaries a nd extent of such 
adverse claim ; an d all proceedings, exce pt publica­
t ion of notice and filing affidavits th ereof, are stayed 
unti l the controversy is settled by a court of compe­
tent jurisdiction o r the adverse claim is waived. 
Within th irty days a fte r fIling adverse claim, cOll test­
ing party shall begin proceedillgs to determl11e the 
question of ri ght of possession, and shall prosecute 
the same with reaso nable diligence to fin al judgment. 
Failure so to do operates as a waiver. Atter such 
judgment, the party entitled to possession may file 
wi th the registra r a certified copy of the judgment 
rull , together with a certificate from the surveyor 
general that the requisite amount of labor has been 
done on the claim and the descnption required in 
oth er cases, and s hall pay to the registrar $5 per acre 
of such claim, whereupon th e whole proceedmgs and 
judgment roll shall he certified by the registrar to 
the general land commissioner a nd the pa tent issues. 

~;\IINISTERING ·OF OATI-I S. 

All affidaoyits requ ired under the mining la ws of 
the United States may be made before any officer 
authorized to administer oaths within th e land distrIct 
where tbe claim ma.y be situated , and all proofs may 
he taken before an y such officer. 

CANADIAN MINING LAWS. 
(Approved by Order in CotntcillVo. u&J, of 21 May, 1lA77, 

as amended.) 

T he Klond ike District is governed by regulations 
of the Canadian Government, being distinctly east of 
the boundary line. There is a Gold Com1!'J!;sioner, 
whose office is at Dawson City, and it is there that all 
locations are made and licenses secu red. A digest of 
the Canadian mining laws is as follows: 

Bar diggings shall mean any part -of a r iver oveT which t he 
water ex tends when the water is in its flooded state. an::! which is 
not covered at low wate r. 

Mi nes on benches shall be known as bench diggings, and sha ll 
for the purpose of defining t he size of such claims. be excepted 
from dry dig~ings . 

Dry Aiggmgs shall mean any mine over ,weh a ther never 
extends. 

A miner shall mean a male or female over the age of 18, but 
not under that age . 

Claim shall mean the pe rsonal right of property i n a {Jlacer 
mine or diggi ngs during the time for wh ich grant or such mine or 
diggings is made. . 

Legal post shall mean a stake staud iDfif not less t han [our 
reet above t he ground and squared on four stdes for at least one 

}~~~ f~~I~e~l~ec~~s tl~Of~~:!d1~ ~h:~ua'~~ ~~:~l a~~;i~ ~~p ao\ Ii::! 
cut off and squared or fac ed to the above hetght and size. 

Close ~easo n shall mean the peri od of the year duri nJ{ which 
placer m ining is generally suspended. The period to he fixed by 
lhe go ld commissioner in whose district the clai m is si ~uated . 

Locality shall mean the territory along a river (tributary to 
the Yukon. a nd its affiuentsL 

Minerals shall include all minerals whaboever other than coal. 

NATU RE AND SIZE OF CLAIMS. 

Bar d iggings shall be a strip of land 100 feet wide at high­
water mark, and thence extending along in to the river to its low­
est wate r level. 

The sides of a claim forhar diggings shall be two parallel lines 
run as nearl y as possible at r ight angles to the stream, and shall 
be marked by four legal posts, one at each end of the claim at or 
about high -wa te r mark. also one at each end of t he clai m at or 
about the edge of the wate r. One of the posts at h i~h'water 
mark shall be legibly marked with the name or the nllner and 
dale upon which the claim was s taked. 

Dry diggings shall be 100 feet square and shall have placed at 
each of its four corners a legal post, upon one of which shall be 
legibly marked the name of the mme r and the date upon which 
the claim was s taked. 

Creek a.nd river claims shall be 100 feet long. measu red in the 
direction of the general course of the stream. and shall extend in 
wid th from base to base of the hil l or ben ch on each s ide, but 
when the hills or benches are less than 100 fee t apart. t he claim 
may be 100 fee t in depth. The side!; of a claim shall be two par· 
allellines run as nearly as possible at r ight a ngles t o the s tream. 
The sides sha ll be marked with legal posts at or about t h e edge 
of the water and at the rcar boundaries of th e claim. One of t he 
legal p osts at t he stream shall be legibl y marked with the name 
of the miner and t he date upon which the claim was staked. 

A bench claim shall be 100 feet square. and s hall have .placed 
at each of its Jour corners a legal post upon which shall be legibly 
marked the name of t he miner and t he date upon which the claim 
was staked . 

Entry shall ouly be gra nted for alternate claims. t he other al­
ternate claims being reserved for the Crown, to be disposed of 
at public auction. or in such manner as may be decided by the 
Minister o f the l ntt:ric r. 

The Pt! nalt y for trespassing upon a claim reserved fo~ the 
Crown shall be 1l11111ediate cancellatIOn by the Gold CommiSSIOner 
of any entry o r entri es which the person trespassing may have 
obtained. whether by original entry or purchase. to r a mining 
claim, and the refusal by the Gold Commissioner of the acceptance 
of any application wh ich the person trespassing may at a n y time 
make fo r a claim. In addition to such penalty, the Mounted 
Police. upon a requi~ition from the Gold Commissioner to that 
effec t. shall takE! the necessary steps to eject th e trespasser. 

In defining the size or the claims. they shall be measured l1Ori­
zontally. irrespective of inequaliti es on the surface of th e ground. 

If any person or persons shall discover a new mine. and s uch 
discovery shall be established to th e satisraction of the Gold Com­
missioner, a creek and river claim 200 feet in length may be 
granted. 

A new stratum of au r iferous earth or g ravel situated in a lo­
cality where the claims are abandon ed s ll :111. for this purpose. be 
deemed a n ew mine. althoug h t he same locality sball have been 
previously worked at a differe nt level. 

A c1alln shtlll be recorded with the Gold Commissioner in 
whose district it is si tuated within three days after the location 
thereof. if it is located within ten miles of the Commissioner's 
office. One extra day sha ll be allowed for making such record for 
every additional ten mile~ and fraction t hcreof. 

An entry fee of S I5 shall be charged t he first year and an annual 
fee of $ 15 for each at the following years. 

A royalty of ten pc r cent. on the gold mi ned shall be levied 
and collccted by officers to be appointed forthe purpose . provided 
the amount!'oO mined and taken from a single claim doe" not ex­
ceed fi ve h undred dollars per week. In cas.e the amount mined 
and taken from any sin~le claim exceeds fi ve hund red dollars per 
week, there shaH be leVIed and coll ected a royalty of ten per cen t. 
upon the amount so taken out up to five hundred d oll a rs, and 
upon the excess, or amount taken from a ny single claim over five 
hundred dollars per week. there shall be levied a nd collected a 
royal t y of twenty per cent., such royalty to form part of the Con­
solidated l~.evenue, and to be accounted for by t he officers who 
collec t the same in due course. The ti me and manner in which 
sueh royalty s hall be coll ected, a nd t he persons who shall co llect 
the same, shall be provided for by regulations to be made by the 
Gold Commissioner. 

Derault in payment of suc h royalty. if continued for ten days 
after n otice has been posted upon the claim in reSipect of which it is 
demandt:d , or ill the vicinity or such claim, by t heGoJd Commis· 
sioner or his agent{ shall be followed by cancellation of t he claim. 
Any attempt to de raud the Crown by withholding any part of the 
revenue thus provided ror , by making false statements of t he 
amou nt taken out. shall be punished by cancellation of the cl aim 
in respect of which fraud or false ~tatements have been comm it ted 
or m..lde. In respect of the facts <i s to such fraud or iaJse state· 
ments or non~paYIll.ent 01 royally, the decj~ion of the Gold Com­
missioner shall bennal . 

The entry of every hold er of a grant for placer mining must 
be renewed, and his receipt reHnquished. and replaced every year. 
the entry fee being paid each time . 

No miner shall receive a gran t for more than one mining 
claim in the same locality ; but th e same miner may hold any 
number or claims by purchase. a nd any number of miners may 
unite to work. t heir claims in common upon such terms as they 
may arrange. provided s uch agreement be registered with t he 
Gold Commissioner. and a fcc of f,5-?aid fe r e~ch :, cgi:.tn:.t~'O Y'". 

E very miner s hall. during t h e continua nce of his g rant. have 
the exclush'e right of ent ry upon hi s own claim for the miner-like 
working thereor. and the cons t ruction o f a residence t hereon. 
and shall be entit led e x.clusively to all t he proceeds realized there­
from; but he shall have no surface rights therein. and the Gold 
'Commissioner may grant to the holders or adjacent claims s uch 
right of entry t hereon as may be absolutely neo:essa ry ror the 
working or their claims. upon such terms as may to him seem 
reasonabl e . He may also gra nt pe rmits to miners to cu t t imber 
thereon for th e ir own u!\e, upon payment of th e dues prescribed 
by the regulations 10 th at behal f. 

Exery miner shaJl be entitled t o so .much o f. t he water natu r­
ally flowing t hrough OT .p ::tst his claim. a nd not a lready lawfully 
appropriated, as sh all , m the opinion of the Gold CommiSSioner. 
be necessary ror t he due working thereof, and shall be entitled to 
drain his own claim free of charge . 

A claim shall be deemed to be abandoned and open to t he oc· 
cupatioll and entry by any pe rson when the same shall have re­
mained unworked on working days by t he grantee thereor or by 
some' person on his pehaif for t he space ot seventy~two hours. 
(t hree consecutive days) unless sickness or other reasonable 
cause be shown to the satisfaction of the Gold Commissionel . 
or unle~s the grantee is absent on lea ve g-iven by the Commis­
sioner. and the Gold Commissioner, upon obtaming eviden ce 
satisfactory to himself that t his provision is not being complied 
with, may cancel the ent ry gi\'en for a claim. 

KLONDIKE AND ALASKA GOLD FIELDS. 
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