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ADVOCACYADVOCACY

A few definitions –

What is it??
◦ “The protection of cultural property through activities 

that minimize chemical and physical deterioration and 
damage and that prevent loss of informational content.  
The primary goal of preservation is to prolong the 
existence of cultural property.” (NEDCC’s PRESERVATIONexistence of cultural property.   (NEDCC s PRESERVATION 
101 – INTRODUCTION TO PRESERVATION)

Provide an appropriate environment (temperature, RH, light).
Provide education on proper care and handling to staff and 
users.
Secure collections against theft.
Prepare for disasters.
Avoid inappropriate “repairs” – DO NO HARM!

IMPROVED SHELVING FOR THE WASHINGTON STATE 
LIBRARY’S TERRITORIAL COLLECTION

B-60, new art storage
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IPI’s “Stored Alive” – funded by NEH, IMLS, 
and the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation

http://www.imagepermanenceinstitute
.org/shtml_sub/storedalive.html

What is it??
◦ “The treatment of library or archival materials, 

works of art, or museum objects to stabilize them 
chemically or strengthen them physically, 
sustaining their survival as long as possible in their 

i i l f ” (D J h D P ’ A LIBRARYoriginal form.”  (Dr. John DePew’s A LIBRARY, 
MEDIA, AND ARCHIVAL PRESERVATION HANDBOOK)

Appropriate treatments are made by a professional 
conservator to stabilize the item.

Requires knowledge of the chemistry and physical nature 
of the item.
Requires an understanding of what caused the item to 
deteriorate.

http://www.wsulibs.wsu.edu/MASC/co
nserve.html

http://www.gosmithsonian.com/nighta
tthemuseummovie/

Cooking
Science
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Gardeningg
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Seattle Art Museum, with 
Conservator Nicholas 
Dorman
Nicholas Dorman at theNicholas Dorman, at the 
Seattle Art Museum 
Conservation Studio, talks 
about restoring 'The 
Triumph of Valor Over 
Time' - a painting from 
1755-1760 by Italian artist 
Giovanni Battista Tiepolo. 
Kelly O films.

http://sitemaker.umich.edu/k
elseymuseum.digdiary/home

http://www.digitalarchives.wa.gov/Archive
smonth/content.aspx?page=posters

A Brooklyn Museum 
t t d iconservator studying an 

object on the Museum 
blog

http://www.brooklynmuseum.org/com
munity/blogosphere/bloggers/tag/dig
diary2008

http://www.filmpreservation.org/proje
cts/frameset_projects.html
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Poem Scroll with Deer, Japanese, Edo period, early 17th century

http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/exh
ibit/interactives/deerscroll/enter.asp#

Expert 
partners:    
Getty 
conservators

Curator Julie Emerson with experts Antoine Wilmering and Brian Considine

conservators 
study SAM’s 
Italian Room 
with curator 
Julie Emerson

First major conservation project in the new 
studio 

Neri di Bicci, Virgin and Child with Six Saints, c.1456, tempera on wood panel, 
55 1/8 x 64 1/8 in.  Photo Credit: Paul Macapia (Before conservation)

Removal of Neri di Bicci painting from St. James 
Cathedral in Seattle, WA

Painting undergoing X-radiography 
at Virginia Mason Hospital

Photographs: Gordon Lambert

http://www.heritagepreservation.org/PDFS/COClo.pdf
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Venus & Adonis
After Titian

Could this re-
discovered painting 
really be by Titian’s 
own workshop?own workshop? 
Conservation could 
enlighten scholars 
and audiences alike.

www.dulwichpicturegallery.org.uk/support_us/adopt_an_
old_master/ http://www.preservationdirectory.com/PreservationBlogs

/ArticleDetail.aspx?id=767&catid=4

http://www.heritageconservation.net/ http://www.speakupformuseums.org/

hhttp://www.preservationn
ation.org/take-
action/advocacy-center/


