                                                            Definitions

(1) ”Cannabis” means all parts of the plant Cannabis, whether growing or not; the seeds thereof; the resin extracted from any part of the plant; and every compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of the plant, its seeds, or resin. For the purpose of this chapter, “cannabis” does not include the mature stalks of the plant, fiber produced from the stalks, oil or cake made from the seeds of the plant, any other compound, manufacture, salt derivative, mixture, or preparation of the mature stalks, except the resin extracted therefrom, fiber, oil, or cake, or the sterilized seed of the plant which is incapable of germination. The term “cannabis” includes cannabis products and useable cannabis.

(2) “Hemp” means any cannabis plant or product of that which contains equal to or    less than 1 percent THC.
(3) “Patient” is defined in RCW 69.51

(4) “Provider” is defined as “Designated Provider” in RCW 69.51

(5) “THC” is defined as tetrahydrocannabinol. 
The Washington State Safe Cannabis Act 2012
We the people of the State of Washington have recognized the medical value and use of cannabis since 1998, thereby invalidating its Schedule I criteria. 

It is also well known fact that hemp does not meet the Schedule I criteria in any manner.
Therefore, it is the intent of this initiative to completely remove cannabis from the Washington State Pharmaceutical Schedule, differentiate hemp from medical cannabis, protect valid patients from arrest and provide for safe access to medication. 

The State shall amend WAC 246-887-100 to remove cannabis from the list of Schedule I controlled substances. Furthermore, the State shall classify hemp as an agricultural product, provided that the THC content is equal to or less than 1 percent.
The State shall amend RCW 69.51 and provide patients and their providers with protection from arrest instead of an “affirmative defense”.

The State shall recognize that not all patients can grow their own medication and often have difficulty obtaining a reliable and safe provider. The State shall recognize that retail outlets are necessary and allow for safe access to cannabis for patients by amending the statutes that criminalize the use, possession, cultivation, processing, transportation, storage, distribution, gifting and/or selling of cannabis in any form, or method of ingestion by patients or their providers for their patients.
The State shall allow the delivery, distribution, dispensing, transferring, preparing, repackaging, labeling, relabeling, selling at retail, or possession of cannabis intended for medical use by qualifying patients, and or providers, including seeds, seedlings, cuttings, plants, useable cannabis, and cannabis products, and may not be arrested, searched, prosecuted, or subject to other criminal sanctions or civil consequences under state law, or, have a real or personal property searched, seized, or forfeited pursuant to state law, for such activities, notwithstanding any other provision of law. 
Current medical and scientific studies have ascertained that THC blood levels do not necessarily indicate or measure a persons’ impairment. In determining impairment in regards to DUI levels, cannabis patients cannot be considered impaired by testing blood level THC. Impairment arrest/conviction must utilize an alternate and valid impairment assessment. 

A nonresident who is duly authorized to engage in the medical use of cannabis under the laws of another state or territory of the United States may raise an “affirmative defense” to charges of violations of Washington State Law relating to cannabis, provided that the nonresident is in compliance with all other provisions of Washington State law.

Regardless of jurisdictional arguments, all state, local, elected, appointed, hired employees, officers, and officials shall refuse to and shall not cooperate with or assist federal, state, or local officials or employees who would eradicate cannabis authorized for patient use, act for seizure or forfeiture, or any liberally construed purpose of this Act, or to cooperate under any contract or arrangement to repeal or circumvent this Act directly or indirectly, or to follow or to abide by any federal laws or regulations that are in conflict with this Act.  Further, no such person acting alone, or with any other person or legislative or executive body, may contact or agree to cooperate with or to assist federal officials, employees, agencies or departments to obtain any money, property, gain, or advantage by the arrest, prosecution, conviction, or deprivation or seizure of property of anyone acting within the age provisions of this Act. 
The State of Washington is ordered to protect and defend all provisions of this Act from any and all challenges or litigation, whether from individuals, officials, cities, counties, the state or federal governments.

In the event that any sections of this Act are in conflict with any other laws codified in the Revised Code of Washington, the provisions of this Act shall control.

If any provision of this Act or this application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the Act or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected.

This Act shall become effective immediately upon passage.

