Proposal for a Washington State Initiative

What this initiative will do when passed: Require owners of revolvers and auto loading pistols and rifles to be responsible and accountable for crimes committed with their weapons. 

What this initiative will not do when passed: Ban guns or interfere with responsible gun ownership - This is a simple weapons ownership responsibility and accountability measure and nothing else.

The reasoning for this initiative:

Citizens of the United States and the State of Washington are uniquely privileged to own firearms with few limitations as to their fire power and destructive capability. The vast majority of Washingtonians accept responsibility and accountability for what we do including the ownership of powerful weapons. But alas, in every society, ours included, there is a micro portion that refuse to accept responsibility or be accountable for their actions. Allowing criminally irresponsible persons to wreak mayhem, death and destruction on us with these powerful weapons is no longer acceptable. 

The first purpose of this initiative is to deny ownership, as much as is possible, of weapons to the irresponsible using a system of licensing of those weapons known to be the criminal’s weapons of choice. And secondly, the responsible owners of these weapons need to be strictly accountability for their safety and security. All physical control and security of all weapons rests in the hands of the license holder. Safe and secure methods of storing these powerful and dangerous weapons are of paramount concern to the public. Information concerning safe and secure methods of storage is available in countless places including your local law enforcement agency.
1.
All revolvers, auto loaded rifles and auto loaded pistols, new and used, and owned by Washington residents shall be licensed to the owner in a manner similar to the concealed weapons permit in use today (RCW 9.41.070).  During the licensing process auto loading rifles and auto loaded pistols will be test fired. The cartridge case sample will be retained and associated with the license record for that weapon. 
License transfer, renewal costs and distribution of fees will be determined by the state. Licensing fees shall be sufficient to bear all costs. Local law enforcement agencies and the State Legislature shall determine the time allowance for the required weapons licensing grace period but the time shall not exceed one year. The State Legislature may add as necessary other types of weapons to the list of guns to be licensed but none may be removed. Washington State Legislature should immediately enact legislation dealing with non-resident weapons possession.
2.
If a gun owner allows his or her weapon to fall into the hands of a person who commits a crime with that weapon, the owner becomes an accessory to that crime.
3.           Lost or stolen weapons must be immediately reported. Failure to report a lost or stolen weapon carries a class 2 felony charge.
4.
Possession of a non-licensed revolver or auto loading rifle or pistol will carry the charge of a class 2 felony and the seizure of the illegal weapon(s). The surrendered weapons will be disposed of at the discretion of the arresting police agency.

