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You have been appointed to serve on a 
committee that will write an argument in 
support of or opposition to a statewide 
measure appearing on the 2012 ballot.

Checklist
  Argument

	 Committee roster

	 Committee contact information

	 Rebuttal

Argument
Arguments consist of up to 250 words, including no 
more than four headings. Headings may not exceed 15 
words each and will be printed in bold type. Headings 
are calculated in your total word count.

Hyphenated words count as two words unless the 
hyphenation is listed as one word by dictionary.com.

Photographs or charts are permitted. Each square inch 
of chart or photograph will substitute for 50 words. 
Bulleted lists are not permitted. 

The body or your argument may not include bold, 
underlining, or all caps. Italics are permitted for 
emphasis. Bold, underlining, or all caps will be removed 
and replaced with italics. 

No more than five paragraphs are allowed for arguments. 
Excessive paragraph returns will be removed.

Once submitted, arguments cannot be changed by 
the committee unless requested by the Office of the 
Secretary of State (OSOS) or court order.

Committee roster
You may nominate up to four additional committee 
members. Submit your committee roster with your initial 
argument. 

Committee member names will be printed in the order 
submitted on the roster. Each committee member may 
use up to eight words as a title or identification. Name 
and title or identification will be published exactly as 
submitted, or as defined in WAC 434-381-160. 

Committee contact information
Each committee may submit contact information 
consisting of a telephone number, an email and a web 
address for publication. This information does not 
count toward argument or rebuttal word limits. Provide 
contact information on the committee member roster 
form on page 3.

Rebuttal
After both committees submit their initial arguments, 
OSOS will transmit the statements to the opposite 
committee. Both committees may then prepare rebuttal 
arguments. 

Rebuttals may consist of up to 75 words without 
headings. One paragraph is allowed and excessive 
paragraph returns will be removed.

Rebuttals may not include bold, underlining, or all caps. 
Italics are permitted for emphasis. Bold, underlining, or 
all caps will be removed and replaced with italics.

Rebuttals cannot interject new points that were not 
addressed in the opposite committee’s argument.

Once submitted, arguments cannot be changed by the 
committee unless requested by OSOS or court order.

Review proofs
A proof copy of the page as it will appear in the voters’ 
pamphlet will be sent to each committee for review. Only 
errors made by OSOS may be corrected. Committees 
may only request changes to their own content.

Changes to proofs must be received within three 
business days after proofs are sent to committees.



Deadlines
The committee members will write an argument in 
favor of or opposition to the ballot measure.

From the day the initial two members of each 
committee are appointed, the committees have ten 
business days to submit their arguments to OSOS.  
A roster of all committee members must accompany 
the argument. 

Once arguments for both sides are received the 
arguments are exchanged. After the exchange, the 
committees have five business days to submit a 
rebuttal to OSOS.

Relevant RCWs and WACs
For more information consult the following.

RCW 29A.32.060 pertaining to voters’ pamphlet 
arguments and rebuttals.

WAC 434-381-120 pertaining to deadlines.

WAC 434-381-160 pertaining to committee names and 
contact information.

WAC 434-381-170 pertaining to argument format.

WAC 434-381-180 pertaining to editing arguments.
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How to submit information
Although you will receive official notification from 
OSOS via letters in the mail, daily correspondence is 
typically conducted via email. 

email
We prefer email. Please submit arguments and roster to 
voterspamphlet@sos.wa.gov.

mail
A CD containing arguments and rosters is acceptable.
Voters’ Pamphlet
Office of the Secretary of State
PO Box 40229
Olympia, WA 98504-0229

Questions?
Call (800) 448-4881

Email voterspamphlet@sos.wa.gov

mailto:voterspamphlet%40sos.wa.gov?subject=Ballot%20Measure%20Committee
mailto:voterspamphlet%40sos.wa.gov?subject=Committee%20Question
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Committee Roster
Completing this form is required only if submitting by mail. Information should be typewritten or neatly 
printed and returned with your initial argument. 

If submitting by email (preferred), include all information requested on this form. 

  In favor of...		   In opposition to...		  Measure  ____________________________________________________

The following will be published in the voters’ pamphlet. It does not count toward word limits.

Committee telephone number _________________________________________________________________________________________

		                              (include area code)

Committee  email address _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Committee  website ____________________________________________________________________________ ________________________

Committee members listed below will draft an argument for the voters’ pamphlet.
Name					     Title or Identification (up to 8 words)

1. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

			 

Enclosure checklist if mailing your information, please include...

  	 Argument, printed and on a CD

	 Committee roster

	 Committee contact information

	 All materials must be received ten business days after 
	 the appointment of the initial two committee members.

Mail 
Voters’ Pamphlet
Office of the Secretary of State
PO Box 40229
Olympia, WA 98504-0229

Email
We prefer email. Please submit your arguments and 
roster to voterspamphlet@sos.wa.gov.

mailto:voterspamphlet%40sos.wa.gov?subject=Ballot%20Measure%20Committee

