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July 2, 2008

The Honorable Norm Dicks
United States House of Representatives

Dear Representative Dicks,

The federal Department of Veterans Affairs has now prohibited its employees from assisting patients in completing voter registration forms or ballots. I urge you to stand up for our men and women who risked their lives for our country and review this practice. 
Veterans utilizing these facilities should have the same opportunity to register to vote as any other citizen in our country.  

I commend Washington State’s Department of Veterans Affairs for its continuing work on registering voters. However, the federal Department of Veterans Affairs’ policy contradicts these efforts and disenfranchises veterans throughout the United States.

The policy is based on the Department’s belief that registering voters could be seen as harming the appearance of its neutrality, interfering with patient medical care and violating the federal Hatch Act, which limits federal employees from participating in political campaign activities.

Assisting patients with voter registration would not harm the appearance of neutrality and would not violate the Hatch Act.  Assisting veterans would not interfere with patient medical care. 

In addition, many veterans who are already registered to vote are at risk of losing this precious constitutional right by not updating their voter registration information. Voters’ registrations are canceled if they remain inactive through two federal general elections. 
Assisting our veterans with voter registration is the least our country can do after all they have sacrificed for our nation’s freedom. 

I appreciate your attention to this issue. Please call on me if I can provide you with any additional information at (360) 902-4199.







Sincerely,








SAM REED








Secretary of State
