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History
 
The Combined Fund Drive (CFD) is one of 
the nation’s only independent workplace  
giving programs for public employees. 
Through the CFD, state and higher  
education employees and retirees are 
invited to give to the charity of their choice 
through payroll contribution and agency 
fundraising events. 

To date, donors have pledged more than 
$110 to charities in their communities and  
throughout the world, changing the lives of 
those most in need. 

The program was established in 1984 in an 
Executive Order by Governor John  
Spellman with the help of former Secretary 
of State Sam Reed (then Thurston County 
Auditor).

In 2000, the Ethics Board deemed  
the Combined Fund Drive an official part of 
state business , which means that state  
employees are allowed to visit the website, 
manage their donations, and even  
volunteer for CFD events during working 
hours.

Donors 

•	 State Employees
•	 Higher Education Employees 
•	 State Retirees



Volunteers  

Without our volunteers, the Combined Fund 
Drive could not function as a viable giving 
organization. 

Over 1,700 active volunteers are stationed 
in various state offices and higher  
education campuses across the state, 
administering the program and promoting 
charitable giving to their offices. 

Each agency has a campaign leader to  
facilitate CFD activities.These leaders are  
chosen to help promote events and payroll 
contribution marketing in specific  
departments. 

Charit ies

There are only two requirements for a  
charity to participate in the Combined 
Fund Drive. They must: 

1. Have registered with the Internal 
   Revenue  Service as a charitable  
   organization. 

2. Be registered to do business with the  
    Washington Secretary of  State. 

 
The program is only one of  
four states that give more than 
$5 million annually (New York, 
Texas and California are the 
only other states that generate 
more money per year).

 
$5.2 million was pledged in 
2012.

 
There are currently more than 
5,000 member charities enrolled 
in the Combined Fund Drive. 

More than 16,000 employees 
are giving through monthly  
payroll contributions, with the 
average donor gift averaging 
more than $350 annually. 

Facts & Figures 
$5 million annually! 

$5.2  million in 2012! 

5,000 member charities!

16,000 donors!
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