

7) File Formats for eRecording. 
The Advisory Committee recommends that electronic recordings be converted to (if necessary) and preserved as image files along with their associated metadata.  If Model 3 submissions are accepted, they shall be converted to a digital image until the viability of preserving these eRecordings in their native format (i.e., XML, XHTML) has been demonstrated.  Document images should be submitted as defined in WAC 434-663-305 and meet all state requirements for recorded instruments as defined in RCW 65.04.045 (Recorded instruments — Requirements — Content restrictions — Form).

Comments

TIFF: The Tagged Image File Format (TIFF) is widely adopted within the property recording industry and by County Recorders that have imaging systems.  TIFF is a non-proprietary format that is recommended for storing scanned images. 


PDF: Portable Document Format (PDF) is another commonly used file format in the property recording industry.  PDF files capture the appearance of the original document, can store both text and images, are difficult to modify, and can be rendered with free, cross-platform viewer software.  PDF is based on publicly available specifications, and as of January 2007, Adobe, the creator of the format, is releasing the 1.7 version of the format to become an international standard through the International Standards Organization (ISO). 


XML: Extensible Markup Language (XML) is the recommended file format for long-term preservation of any metadata. 


Metadata: Metadata is commonly described as "data about data." Metadata is used to locate and manage information resources by classifying those resources and by capturing information not inherent in the resource.  In the eRecording context, metadata may be generated automatically or created manually and it may be internal or external to the digital object itself.  

