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This is an interview with l'larjorie Soteror otr ApriL 12, 1985.
The intervier,ver is Lorraine I'{cConaghy for the i"luseum of
t{istory and Industry.

Iiolv did your family get to Tacoma?

By train. lly f ather's invention (of
open pit copper mines of Hontana)
he sold hls paatent.

in the mi-nes of l,lontana?

l.lrs. Sotero Inlas he ever
Iived long enough that I could have

I'Irs. Sotero Yes, not long, and then he got a j ob
on the railroad. After he v,rorked on the railroad, that gave
him the incentive to bring his family to Tacoma after he sar""?
rvhat nas there. lle sar"r that Tacoma was better than what was
in I'tontana, for his family.

A. Did he continue to vrork on the rail-road after you carne to
Tacoma?

li{rs. Sotero Yes, for awhile, and he got another
job after v/e got here. But I couldn't tetl you all the jobs
he had, because I vras going to school.

In the meantirne, hetd take his truck
and go out to find second-hand lum}:er to build our house.
Everytime payday'd come, he'd get some lumber and bring it
home and build more. He'd go out there and build a little
more and build a little more, until he finally got it in
shape where he could move his family in. Then l.re moved in
and he finished it while vre lived there.

Q. Iie vras a real go-getter?

! You knovr I wish he had
done something for him.

0. He was very protective of you and your sister...
l,lrs. Sotero Oh, yes and also my mother! She
couldn't do a thing! ft vras that old style family where the
\romen do not do anything but housevrork, children, and
cooking. Thatrs how we v/ere raised - that's the vray things
came. l{e v/ere f orced to be that tray.

0. And you were quite isolated in the white community?

I{rs. Sotero Very much so... Just like you read
about the covered vragon days vrhen there would be a famity
with teen-age kids and therers nothing for boys but to go out
hunting with their f ather r or f or girls to cook r.;ith their
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mother. This vrad alt. But I vrasn't here in the covered
wagon days!

I just came along, and there was
nothing for me but to do just r,rhat I could.

0. There rrere no other I'iegro children in school with you?

l"lrs. Sotero llo. I,'lell, there were some, but I
didn't know thern. !'ie didn't become acquainted until I vras
ready to graduate from intermediate school. The more you're
around people, the more you learn how to become acquainted
and how to talk with people.

I rvas sort of a naive-talking person.
I altiays saiC, ttYes r ITld t am, tt ttbJo , ma 'an I tt ttYes , sir, " ttNo,
sir, t' to everybody.

Q. You sound very shy, and very compet.itive, at the same
time. Thatrs an interesting combination.

I'!rs. Sotero VIelI, I had to be, I had to be. I'rn
still a competitive person, and I was in ray work, even before
I retired.

Q. You set your sig'hts on the University of triashington and
you wanteC to be a social lvorker. i^/hat vras going through
your rnind? I'iho did you vrant to work r^rith?

l'4rs. Sotero I vranted to work to make things
better for anybody like me. I didn't have it easy; I hacl it
hard. f was trying to figure out v.rhat I could do to r:rake it
easier for anybody 11-t"1 came along like me, trying to get
educated and trying to do things that you see other people
doing.

I vrasnrt satisfied l,/ith being the low
man on the totern pole - I vrasn't satisfied with that.

0. llovr difficult clid you find it to get accepted at Lhe
University of liashi-ngton?

I'Irs. Sotero It wasntt hard, if you had the money.
In those days, all you had to do was have the rnoney and
credits, and go to class - that vras all. They didn'L pay any
attention to your you just went ahead and attended class.

e. How long did you go to school?

i{rs. Sotero Just one guarter.

Q. I'Ihy did you decide to quit?

I,lrs. Sotero I'{oney, the Army, and the vrar.

0. lihat kind of a j ob did you take?

l'Irs. Sotero I'ihen I came out, l"rorl<i-ng for $30.00 a
month, hovr much schooling could one get on that? And the job
that I had consumed all rny time and if I vranted to make any
kind of money, I vrould just have to quit. I^IelI, I decided to
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just quit and get sone money together, but hovi could you save
any money on 530.00 a month?

A. You were vlorking as a donestic?

i,{rs. Sotero Yes. I couldn't (save rnuch money).
It r.ras impossible, ancl I was just bunlpi-ng my head against a
rvall. Thinl.,ing I could, but not doing itr t/as disgusting.
So I just said, vrhen the v,iar came along, "tr'lhy should 1go.-to
school r+hen I can do social work l'/ithout going to school?"
It was hard for rne trying to get it in.

Q. Did you find some of the racial barriers had fallen
because of the rvar?

llrs. Sotero

A. Do you think you
got before the vrar?

l'{rs. Sotero

Yes.

coulci have gotten the kinC of j ob you

No, rlor no.

Q. E>rplain that to me.

l.{rs. Sotero I'{eII, Iett s see. I t 11 tell you one
thing T did. tiorking for $30.00 a month, I did make enougth
money to go to dancing school. Cornish, thenr vlas only a
dancinq school. But I had my sights set not on the lowest
things - I wanted to get as high as I could. get. Cornish'r.ias
supposed to be very sophisticated., and T vranted to go there.

Have you ever heard of Sevj-}la Fordt
the dancer vrho danced l,rith the catherine Dunham Troupe?
i'iell, Sevilla Ford d.anced in the same school but she had a
Iot of baching. She had her family here, ancl she cricintt have
to do nothing else but go to school and dance. I had to
work, and then go to school, and then try to dance, and then
try to have the energy to do the things I lvanted to do.

tr"ihen she graduated from Cornish
this vras before the war - Cornish vras veryr very prejudiced.
They accepted us, but under the circumstances that !'te have a
private teacher in private classes out of Lhat building. But
this vras a Cornish teacher.

0. You mean that. the class was completely segregated?

l"irs. Sotero Oh, yes! Even frorn the building.
l.lowadays, if you had a Private

teacher, it rvould cost a lot of gloney, but rvhat they viere
trying to do vras to keep people frorn knowing that a colored
person was going to Cornish School. Yet anybody that was
witting to pay Lhe money, they \^/ere lvilling to accept it.
They gave lessons aS a teacher; they gave lessons privatelyt
and-Cornish School vras teaching us - how they did it, I don't
lcnovr, and hovr much expense they had to go through. But vre
vrere the first colored to enroll at Cornish. They lfere So
prejudiced, that's vrhat they did for approximately one and a

Then along cane Sevila Ford who had a
half years.
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family here. And her family saicl that she was going to Eo to
school there, and her family kept on and untiI1 finall1" she
was accepted in the school.

i.'ie never qot to go in the school. By
that tir.re, I vias f inisheci with dance classes. I didn't vrant
to dance any more because I didn't have any family here - my
roother didn't have a husband, and she vras barely getting by.
She would sevr clothes for noney in places to keep her a
little rnoney coming in, so that she could have somethingt
too.

The quicker vre got out of the house,
the better it l.ras f or her because nother couldntt support us.

Q. Cornpared to Tacoma, the Seattle blacl" cornmunity vras
extensive, r,rasn t t it?
i4rs. Sotero tdot that
larger, buL I could vralk all day
never see a colored person.

i'irs. Sotero Yes, very snall.
count the families on my han<ls.

much. It was a little
in dorvntovrn Seattle and

I could alrnost

Q. Really?

i.lrs. Sotero Do you knot+ most all of the colored
people here vlere vrartime migrants? llhen +-he vrar broke out,
Boeing had advertisernents everywhere in the South, and those
that didn't have anything - not a hone or anything - were the
ones ready to pick up and leave. If you don't have anything,
and you }lnow you can go somer.Jhere else and get moreT 1'otlrre
going to go to the jobs advertised.

A, So the prer.;ar black conmunity !'Ias quite snall.

0. I{hat kinds of jobs vtere blac}; people allorvecl to do in
Seattle in 1 939? Coulc1 you be a policeman? A bus driver?

l.{rs. Sotero No, you couldntt be a bus driver, you
couldntt be a policeman. There r'terentt any buses then
there r^rere streetcars. They didntt have any colored men
d.riving the streetcar. They didntt have buses thenr so
theref ore there r.reren t t any colored bus drivers.

But there vreren't enough of them to
even sdyr "I wanL this job; I vrant that job." You took vrhat
they gave you. You r'rere either a janitorr or doing hard
labor digging ditchesr you rvorked for the city doing the
lorvly jobs like digging holes, and helping with the sevters
and stuff like that. But you could sdyr "I r'rork for the
city." fThose lvho had top jobs I didn't knolv. ]

I{orv, the post office started opening
up rvhen the vrar broke out, and a lot of the men had j obs - I
coulcln't tell you vrhat kind because I didn't know people that
well at that time, and I donrt knoi+ r,rhat kind of jobs they
\'rere doing.

I l<novr that they saved their money
and bought their homes. In order to live herer You had to
save your money and buy a hone because renting vlasntt
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anything that was popular then. You didn't have rentals.
You either lived in the house you \.rere buying then' or you
didn't live in any house at all. Everytime you lived in a
place, it vras l'rith the intentj-on of buying. i{or.,raddysr you
can go anyvrhere and rent, but then you didn't do it as easy
as you do now, unless you vrere a single rnan and you go and
live in a boardingr house. The lady of the house rvould cook
for everybody that ]ived there and everybody lived in a room
of their o$rn, and they'd go to v,'ork and come back. It v,ras
just a place to hang their clothes, but it vras her money that
she made, turning her house into something like a boarding
house.

0. And there vJere big housing projects, vreren't there,
during the vrar?

llrs. Sotero Yes, they came about during the r+ar.
The vrar and the Army built these big housing projects for
armed forces families; then they found out they hacl to build
housing for all these people that they had advertised to come
up to Boeing and to Bremerton. They hacl to have all of these
people here then to take care of ships and planes, and they
had to have housing.

O. ft must have been so crowded.

I{rs. Sotero Oh, it vras a jungle. Then things
opened up. Everybody vras vrorking; nobody was not urorking.
You just had to be somebody laying in the gutter with a
bottle aIl- the time to not work. And in order to get even
that, you had to worl<. ISut you could get a job today, and if
you were an alco}:olic, buy your liquor, ancl get another job
tomorrorv. Thatrs the way it rvas. It vras easy to get ivork
then.

A. L'lhat l',i-nd of a job did you get?

I'irs. Sotero 1^/or]<ing for the Army Fi-nance Office,
at Third and Union, in the office building catty corner from
the five and ten cents store downtovrn. That vras Army Finance
- it occupied that whole building. That'rs lvhere I r'rorked and
I had a good job.

0. You rvere about to say something
and, f'm sorry, I interrupLed you...

l.'irs. Sotero I'Iomen coulcl
they ryanted. They vrorked in tloeing,
in ship-building, they helpecl build
Bremerton.

about \^/omen and the l^rar,

get any kind of a job
they vrorl',ed as riveters

a lot of ships at

0. tr'trere black iromen as able to get that training that would
allovr them to become ski1led?

l"lrs. Sotero They v/ere trained on the job. i.iobody
came here [already trained], from the fielcls or from the
slums. Nor^r you hear these Southern accents everl'r.rhere.
There was no vray for thern to get any kind of education. so
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they trained on the job.
The cornpany gave them a little jobt

and this is r,rirat they did all day long. You train then to
put rivets in, and that's all they did all day 1ong. [Then
they got raises and learned rnore every day. I

e. I.lith your perspective, as somebody interested in social
science, seeing this trenendous change, hovr did you think of
it? Did you thinl< this was going to be a good thing in the
Iong run for these foliis that had been recruited from Alabama
and stucl< here in Seattle t ot what?

I.trs. Sotero I don't icnow what I thought. I
couldn't associate with them because they couldn't associate
with me at first- they didnrt tike me and to them, I talked
funny

O. I{as there a division vrithin the black conmunity between
the old-timers and the nevr-comers? It sounds llke they rnight
not have had a lot in common...

I'lrs. Sotero Ftro, there vras no division. They
didn't have time for any division - there vlas too inany good
tines. Everybody just finally got to knorv each other...

The vrar vras bad. And everybody v,ras
frightened. If you lool-, up on top of some buildings, you see
these big round things that used to turn back and forth?
They v/ere air raid vrarners. You v/eren't here during that
time, but in tl-re rniddle of the day, they'd test out the
r+arnings, and they vrere very loud.

People dontt realize how avrful trtrorld
I^iar lI l,ras.

Q. irTere you frightened?

l:{rs. Sotero Yes, I vJas frightened. But I was
frightened because I r-ras afraid the lvar vras coming over here.

f.ie ha.cl a iTlap on our service club
bulletin board., and rve'd put pins into it. Iihen men were
shipped out, i.re'd take a" pin and put al1 the different
colored threads, a different color for each batta3-ion, and
we'd take the thread and tack it vrhere they rvent r,{ith pins.

Sure it vras scary. And I got more
frightened, when I finished wor]< and had our program set for
the evening, and T l.;ould gro down and help the Red Cross
vrorkers as they served coffee to the men goingi overseas. The
men on our post r.rere all clrivers for the convoys, and the
convoys used to take the raen f rom Fort Lavrton and Fort Letqis.
Fort Lalyton r.ras one of the staging areas vrhere all the men
gathered, and vrhen they'd get a battalion together, the rnen
from our cam[) would take a convoy and picl., up the battalion.

The convoy viould pass }:y you for
about five minutes before the end of it v,rould come nothing
but men going overseas and that r.ras one battalion!

The n:en fron our camp r.rould tal:e the
rnen, vrlth all their gear - and that's when you start getting
scareC. Youtd see grown rnen crying, getting on the boats, and
we served them coffee and cookies and cigarettes. That ivould
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bother me.
But the thing that bothered rne the

most was watching thern come bacl<. Itd go down and watch some
of the boats come back after the men had served their time
overseas. Sorite r.+ith no armsr no legs - you just can't
believe it the basket cases, where they had no arns or
legs. Then we would cry.

Q. trihen the Japanese-Anericans Iiving along the Pacific
Coast corridor were interned, it vras spring of 1942r did it
touch you personally through any friencls?

l1rs. Sotero Yes, through my closest frienclt
Shigel<o Tamaki, I'll never forget her, and I havenrt seen her
since.

(a pause)

l4rs. Sotero You I d Eo dor"rn there and see these
guys going overseas, ancl see them corne back... And then when
[fre war started getting closer and. closer, youtd start to get
frightened. People don't knorr.

0. Itts because ilre vron it that itts so easy to forget that
we could have lost it.

Let me asll you ho',7 did you coiYle to worl'* at Camp Jordant
from the Army Finance Office?

I'trs. Sotero There tras an officer r'riro used to come
up there narned Captain Cohen, and he rvas out looking for
girls that he tirought vrould be suitable for that job. He r'ras
tfte Special Services officer and he d.idn't knovi anybody in
SeattIe.

t.lost of the vlornen r'lho were here at
the time tJere f ron other places, and he l'rantecl somebody he
thought. was stable enough to take his job someone r*ho was a
perrnanent res j-dent.

Q. Describe the job - l'ihat kind of job vras he trying to
fill?
!Irs. Sotero He f ound out that I wantecl to go to
college and to be a social vrorlier, and couldntt get my
eclucati-on because r^ror]',ing t';ot-ild take aII day, going to school
vrould tal<e all day - which one dj-C I rvant.? vrhich one could I
do? I had to vrork. He said, "You can corne and worl< for ust
and v,re can arrange things later on after you get established
if you lvish to go to school, and the armed forces rvill see
that you get some schcoling for this and give you a
recommendation. t'

I'iel1, he l<ept on and kePt on, and I
thought to myself, "This is the first time Irve ever had a
job this Eood I clon't vrant to leave it. An opportunity
1it,e this never cane to me before the vrar, and Itm going to
hang on to this opportunity and raake something of it."

He }<ept on and kept on and he alrnost
rnade me lose my job. So I thought, "i'iaybe that is a good
j ob. tt
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He kept shovring me different
parnphlets and things, about the jol:, saying "Read thisr" ancl
finally l was convinced. l told him that I iraC to put in my
resignation because f didntt r';ant to leave r'rith a bad record.

a. There rvas no r^ray of arrangiing a transfer? Yott l{ere
basically going to another branch of the same service...

I.irs. Sotero t'io, it vrasn't that kind of job it
t"tas severance here and start newr r.'ririch I did. So I l+ent to
rvork out there, and l're Cidntt have our uniforms in the
beginning. rrfe vrere shovrn vrhere to vrori< an<l where our
headquarters were, and rvhat our basic vrork was
entertainnent for the servicennen. This vtas their home ailray
frora hone, and this was 1il<e their living room where they
could come af ter their dayts v.rorl< vlas done and sit dovrn and
do the things a rnan lilced to do, sit. and srnoke, and vrrite
letters, and listen to music. And mayl:e in the evening there
would be come kind of enterLainrnent that the directors of the
club r+ould plan. And that vras our job.

That is hovr rre opened that little
service club. I'Je had shor,rs and we vrould recruit entertainment
from the servicernen who vrould vol-unteer. There lrere a lot of
men coming through that \"/ere great entertainers. tr'Ie really
had sorfle very good shovrs. That made our job easy, r,rhen v.re

ran across the good entertainers. II did take advantage,
too, of a class for runninq a movie machine, and received an
Army license to do this. So vre could get our own movies. l

The Army gave us a jeep that we used
during the oay to get florvers, and we vrent to Beals llholesale
Flower Shop in Seattle that on Friday nights vrould give us
the f lowers that they couldn't sell-, The service club vzas
just beautiful - we had flovrers everyivhere! This macle it
nice, homelike.

lle had a budget a certain amount of
money we could spenC for entertainnent in the service club.
And if the Arny said you v/ere to spend $500.00, you spent
$500.00, no less, and nothing rnore. A lot of tirnes, I l.iould
have $487 and something, and vre nould have to buy the rest in
candy to rnake it come out even. The Arrnlr didntt redo any of
their paperwork, after it lvent out.

I'le vrould buy different things, Iike
balloons and prizes. lie would go aII over tor.rn to different
private clubs, like the trag1es and the Elks, and the Y,
sometimes the USOts vrould send us some entertainrnent. And
sorne of the entertainment that was going overseas to
entertain servicemen - all those who could and r"/oul-d came and
entertained our servicemen.

0. i.lhite entertainers?

lnlrs. Sotero Oh, y€sr vrhite and colored because
they vrere going to be entertaining all the men.

At Fort Levris, I I 11 never forEet the
Dunham Dancers came, and they rvere all colored, but since the
Arml' r.rasn't integratecl, they had tvlo shows - one shovr for the
coloreC, and another shor,r for the vrhites. Can ycu imagine?
That's one thi-nE I rvas a little bit upset about vrith the
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Dunhani dancers - that they would allow tr'ro shovrs. It loolced
1i1',e to me they should have ask-ed, "FIow corne r.re have to clo
two shows?" And I r,rouldntt have done it, if I r'rere then.

But, when \,ie came to Canp Jordanr it
vras basically all colored. There were three cantonments:
Cantonment 1 was headquarters, and Cantonment 2 vras all of
our camp and the service cl-ub, and Cantonment 3 r,ras very
small and it was mostly the office men vrho worked in the
office, and thel' vrere mostly r,rhite.

A. tr^ihere was it physlcally?

l.Irs. Sotero Camp Jordan r.ias on Spokane Street and
First in Seattle. All of that from that Dutch Tavern on the
corner, all the rvay bach to the bridge v'ias Carnp Jordan, all
the rvay back there. And you see all those buildings, you
ryouldn't t.hink there r,ras an army carnp there. It was all an
Army base.

Q. It hadntt been there before the r.rar, had it?

l..Irs. Sotero No, there vras nothing there but
sr./amp. The landbelonged to the ForC Company, and the li'ord
Company leased the propertlr to Lhe Army for this camp. And
so it r"ras built. AII the barracks vtere temporary buildirlgsr
of course, but they v,rere built b)' the ulrmy.

0. I{hy r+as it built there?

l,Irs. Sotero It had to be centrally located
because of tire convoys going to the boats right dor'rn here at
the Port of Embarlcation, and theytd go to Fort Ler.ris at 4 or
5 otclocli in the morning and pick up the servicemen. And
then they'd take them all at the same time and put them on
the ships.

Q. So it vras a motor pool battalion?

I,irs. Sotero ft vras a convoy just a trucking
conpany.

0. And there probably hundreds of men in it?

i,{rs. Sotero Yes.

0. !'trho vras George Jordan?

Iurs. Sotero I didn't knovr, dt tire tine, vrho
George Jordan v,ras nyself . itrhen we opened the camp, they told
me that it was named f or a colored man during ljorld tr'/ar 1. I
could never find a picture of him, then.

Side B

l"Irs. Sotero And thatrs all. FIe r'las a rlan vrho had
gotten a Congrressional lledal of Honor for somethj-ng he dic1,
and here he is. (ltrs. Sotero shovrs me a Xerox lrith George
Jordanrs photo and historyr anC that Xerox is in this file.)
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Just thinl<, I have
just novr found out

a. I ' 1l copy this

l.1rs. Sotero Yes. Be sure I get it back. I found
a friend at the Senior Citizens [Center], ancl this woman had
some books on colored history with pictures and things that
arentt - excuse ne for sayipg this, but lthites didnrt rvrite
about achievements of the colorecl nen. Theref,ore, there rvas
no record made of George Jordan. This book l.ras made l:y a
colored nan r.rho kept pictures of different people l'rho clid
different things. At the Senior Center, they asked for
material for February, vrhich was ldegro ilistory l4onth, to put
on the board., and I put ny display on the boarC. This woman
said, "I remernber Camp Jordan, but C.ontt. you have a picture
of him?"

I said, rtllo, I c-lon t L, tt

And she said, tt\,{e1l, Itve got a
AnC I borrovred the book and made a copy.

]:een avray from the Army this long - and
vrho George Jordan was !

and put it in the file , if that's okay?

littIe boo].,. "

Q.

I said, "rrve got to have a copy of
this to put vrith my display." Until then, I didn't l-,now l+ho
George Jordan vras. I r,.rent dovrn to the rnain library to find
out what they had on Canp Jordan. There was nothing! but a
little 3 x 5 card saying that Cainp Jordan existeC in Seattle,
not even a thing about r.rhere it lras or r.,rho or anything. The
ner"/spapers were on us all the time about what r'/e were doing
I t ve got rnore Lhings that vrere in the papers because the
nevispapermen r,rere alvrays out there.

Q. Camp Jordan r,ras ]:asically in dor,"'ntown Seattle, and had a
few hundred men stationed at it. Almost entirely black. i'ias
it intentionally segregated?

l'1rs. Sotero
integrated,

Yes, this vras bef ore the arrny r.ras

I'fere the officers l.ihite?

i.Irs. Sotero Oh, yes! Off icers lrere r,rhite, but as
the rvar r.vent onr we got colored officers, iust for the }ooks
of things, I guess. I don't ltnor.r, but I never sa\,r a colored
officer in my life until I r'rent to Camp Jordan - nor.r and then
one v,'ou1d cone through. Finally, we had a fer.,' stationed at
our camp.

They had tr,ro or three battalions of
Puerto Rj-cans that came through, and couldntt speak English.
They came to Camp Jordan, and as they came off the boat,
they'd separate them - the white-looking ones vrent this \,ray
and the dark ones vrent this t/ay.

There was one narned Jesus I
remember him - he looked just exactly like an /trfrican though
he spoP,e English. And there rvas another, his brother - he
introduced hj-r.r, "This is rny brother. tr',le both have the sarne
parents." And they Lool< his brother to Fort Lawton because
they put the r,rhit.e-lookingi ones there, and Carnp Jordan got.
aII the colorecl-looking ones.

ltost of these guys didntt knorv hovr to
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speak trnElish, and the Army callecl this "orj-entationr" trying
to teach thern that. if yourre r'rhite-looliing, youtre supposed
to stay with the whites, and if yourre colored-lookingr you
stay v,'ith the colored. This vrhat they ca1led "orientation."
Q. \'fas there rnuch turnover at Canp JoriLan?

l.Irs. Sotero No, not much. It was all the sar.le
men because they v/ere trained to do the convoy rvork and
clriving.

0. OI<ay, where vrere they fron?

I'irs. Sotero They r.rere from everyvrhere. tJe had
Ner* Yorkers, we had Southerners - a lot of them \{ere
Southerners - because they cleaned out the South of men that
v/ere eligible for the Arroy. Thatrs whlr s lot of the wornen
came up here, because their nen vrere aII rn the service.
They just left to r'ror].. in Boeing and at Sremerl-onr or
wherever they could get vrar vrork.

0. The service club was on the base; the USO was off the
base. Did you r.Jork in a USO as vrell?

i"{rs. Sotero That T,./as riy entertainnent ! I'ie
weren't, in the beginning, a1lor.recl to date any of the men on
our post.

0. Ilhy?

itrs. Sotero Because there r.iould be a lot, of
dissension. So you rrrerentt allowed to date any of the men on
your arny post. i^le had to be aloof .

tior'/ if v"'e'd go dor"rn to the USO, that
v/as a horse of a different color. !,le were rneeting them uncl.er
dif f erent ci,rcumstances.

C. I,Ihat aid you do at the USO?

I'lrs. Sotero Basically, there trere dances at the
USOrs. They could reach all men vrith nusic and dances and
games. And they had cardrooms r,rith cards.

Q. llere you a junior irostess?

i'irs. Sotero Yes, anybody who lrent there and
diontt r,rork. there r,ras consiclered a junior hostess.

A. r,lhat r/ere your responsibilities?
i.trs. Sotero l,le didntt have any. lle were just
sorne of the people at the USO. You sign up as a junior
hostess, and did what a junior hostess vras supposed to do
cLancing with the servicenen, and entertaining servicemen.

0. Did. you vrear your Army uniformr or did you go home and
dress up?
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lJrs. Sotero l,{o, Iro go home and dress up. I
never r"rent lEittr ny ltrml' uniform on. l3ecause there r.louldntt
be any fun in it for the servicemen because they knew they
v/ere restricted with the directors of Army service clubs.
When they savr that unifor:rn, they respected it so I alvrays put
on my civilian clothesr so they vrouldn't mind dancing vrith
us.

The USO gave field trips also, vrhere
they would have buses and send girls to Payne Field, I"icChord
Field, !-ort Larn'ton, Camp Jordan, all over, and r.rhen the USO
\.rasnrt having sonething dovrntown, vre'd r,rant the girls to come
out to our canp ruhen we v/ere having a special dance, and they
l+ould come.

0. \tras it an integrated group of junior hostesses?

I,Irs. Sotero Yes, it l.ras. The USO was integrated.
But if vre gave a dance on our post, before the Army vlas
integrated and as long as I was at Camp Jordan, the Arrny
\,vas not integrated so all of the girls vre got from the USO
were colored girls - "I,lo.,,i you come on and bring your
friends." And r,re would send a bus to a certain place to pick
them all up and bring them to camp.

I{hen we had dances after the Army rvas
integrated, and vre had girls of aII nationaliti-es, we vrould
go dolvn to the telephone company, and at that tine, the
telephone conpany vrasn't hiring colored girls as eraployees,
but vre'd gc dovrn to the telephone company, and the girls
vrould all meet there rirho would lik,e to go out to the Army
dances, and vre vrould pic!< up the girls and bring them out to
Fort Lar.rton, to our dances out there. The girls r.rould plan
on going to the dances. They'd jusL bring to vrork vrhatever
they needed and dress and go straight from r,rorl<.

0. llhat v;as the difference, if there vras dtryr between your
service club ancl a USO?

l,irs. Sotero A lot of difference, because they
didn't have to have entertainrnent every day - just be open
every day, Thel' maCe special plans for therr entertainnent.
One night might be a clance, but another night was just game
night. It was just a place for the fellas to go - they don't
have to stay on the post and they don't have to r.;alk the
streets. It l'ras dorvnlown.

3ut if they couldnrt get a pass off
the post, therers r.rhere they came to us. Our service club
r.u'ds their home aliay froin horner oR the post. If they did-nft
have a pass, and couldn't go off the post, they came to the
Army Service CIub.

0. Did you end up giving much advice?

l,irs. Sotero All the time. I taught r:lany men how
to vrrite their nanes so they could sign the payroll. They,
l.rhite and colorecl, vrould cone frorn the South, r,.rithout any
education, ancl a loL of them didntt knovr hovr to write their
nanes. z\nd they llere ernbarassed to knor,,' tirat they did not
knor,y how to l.,rrite. They vrould come to me in privacy, and I
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trouldn't tell anybody that l taughL hirn hor+ to vrrite his
nane. l.{any of thesi. ldot only co}ored - whites, all
nationalities. !'ihen they'd come from the f ielCs at home, and
they didn't have eiucation - it just v;asn't the thing dol'rn in
the South. ithen you livecl in the South and ycur livelihood
v/as your place and 1'sur fields and the r,tay you raised food'
you dj-dn t t worry ahout books. I,'lriting and books v,reren't
going to give you any food there. Education r+asn't in the
book for then.

A. Iihat other kinds of problems did they bring to you?

i.irs. Sotero I really didn't do too much ruitl-r
heavy prohlems for nten because they had a chaplain. ff they
had real bad problems, l'd send them over to the chapel
because the chapel wasn't very far frocr the service club.
The chaplain r+as a man r.rho could hani.le a lot of things that
I vrasn't allowed to. lJe had sone conscientious objectors,
vrho r"rouldn't raise arns for anything, rzho had the arrny
uniforrn on. Tirose i.rere the men that the chaplain r.iould tal<e
care of I couldn't ta]-.e care of anything like that.

A. Did you ever irear any conplaints or anEer about bl-ack
servicernen not being served in Seattle restaurants?

lirs. Sotero During the r,rar, nobody dared have a
place that vrouldntt serve thern - not in the middle of t.own.
They vrouldntt have it verlr long. Servicenen 'vlere avJay frorn
hone - they had no \'\,'j-vesr or girlfriends, or farnily here, and
the only thing they hacl rvas their buCdies. t,lhen they'c1 gro to
toryn frorn the Army carnp, they'i usually go j-n a bunch - eight
or ni-ne, someti-mes ten. The men r.tould leave altogether ancl
stick together, those that lil<ed the same kind of things
would go together, and if anything happened to one of thern,
it rnight as well have happened to all of them. So they
wouldntt dare run a resLaurant like titat.

I do knor,r that rihen my brother got
out of the service, and he vras at IIt. Leviis fror: French
Indochina, where Lhey had it bad, he cane to Tacoma and he
vrent into the Armir l.rith his vrhite buddies, and carne out of
the Arny vrith his l.rhite buddies, because they all came f rom
the same place. They vrent into this restaurant in Tacoma, as
they came from f'ort Lei.rj-s, vrith their uniforms on, ready for
their discharges f::on the Army after fighting this terrible
war, and rrent in this Iittle place and they refusecl to serve
ny brother. 1'ie11, they might as well have refused to serve
all of thern. They tore the place up. They all had to go to
the guardhouse, but they didntt have to stair very long - just
overnight - because they knel.a what had happened.

a. There were Italian prisoners of war?

i'irs, Sotero At Fort Larvton. Don't you renenber
hearing about the riot? It was in al-l the papers. I didnrt
cone in contact r,rith thern, thouEh Ird seen then. They'cl be
laying on the Erass, doing nothj-ng, and Fort Lavrton rvas a
staqing area where our men \,,?er€ getting ready to go overseas.
They thought might not ever come back, anci here these guys
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(the rtalian prisoners) were ouL lolling on the grass and,
Iaughing, and malling f un of the colored because they vrere
black. And layinE out there, ancl t.hey liere prisoners of war?
It r^ras in the papers. After thatr they took all the ltalian
prisoners away, and shipped all those raen out of there. The
prisoners \-iere causing more trouble - that ';ras ho;+ the riot
started, and it vrent on and on and on and on, and there vras
no control. i'ihen you get a vrhole baltalion of men out there
and out of controlr oo officer could control them. [A real
bed of leot coals. l (The service club had been built by Gernan
prisoners of r,rar. )

A. !{ere there any injuries?

l.{rs. Sotero Oh, yes ! But t}rey }leep that
undercover, ancl they dontt tell everything. You don't hear
the inside story of everything that goes on inside an Army
post rvhen you're not allor'rei on it.

irhen they had a staEing area, where
the men r?ere gettiirg ready to go overseas, everythj-ng rvas a
military secret anyrday - rvhen they moved, hovr many nen t^Iere
collected. Those men on the posl vJerentt allovred to leave,
and there those Euys vrere, Iaying out on the grass, laughing
and giggling, anC thelr l',nevr they v,rere nocl'.ingi then. And
thatrs horv it al-I starteci.

0. So essentially the Italian prisoners rr'€re better treated
in some \.rays than the black solclj-ers. . .

I',irs. Sotero They r'/ere, they def initely were.
They didn't give them any duties on the post, like cleaning
up or picking up papers, llothing. They just laid out on the
grass. Iri see them because I worked at Fort Laviton.

0. i',ihat lrere you doing at Fort Lawton?

iirs. Sotero i'{or}iing in the service clu}: - the
same thing - except the Army was integrated then, They dic"l
not send an Arroy overseas anyrnore that v,ras not integrated,.
The lJnitei States wasn't gaining anything fightinq r,ritir a
battalion of this lcind, and a battalion of that kind, and one
of Filipinos, and one of colored, and sending each one to do
a certain job. They had to clo it altogether, if they lrere
going to lrin.

Q. Do you thini< that the r.rar really did acl'rance people's
understanding of each other?

l,lrs. Sotero Oh, definitely. t'lhile I \,ras
st.ationed at rrort Lavrtonr the colonel }-,ner,r that we haC
everything to io r',rith the service club. IIe couldn't say vrhat
r./e could oo in the service c1ub, unless it r'ras illegal or
immoral. The service club was ou-r baby. FIe washec his hanCs
of it - he just gave us a little advice and thatrs all.

lle rEere going to have a dance, and
since they viere getting reacl.y for a shipnent soon, v/e decided
to ]rave a big blowout dance. ile Cidn't ]:novr whether this','ras
the last rveel<end or not - nobocly knev,'.
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So r"re decideci tnis particular rreekend
l're vrould have a beautiful dance and li'e rnade it a forrnal - all
the girls vrho came out had to be dressed forroally. I{e l.ranted
the men to act accordingly, tle went downt.oi'tn anC spent a lot
of our clu]: rnoney, and got bal-loons r.rhere youtd pull the
string and all the balloons vrould fal1, and r','e had a band out
of this world. You could get any irind cf music you ivanLed.
I,ie had flor.rers - rre just r.rent all out for that dance - punch
bor,vl, everything.

So tl:e colonel tolcl ne, "You knor.r
there's t.roubl-e vrhen you start mixing the v;omen with mixed
Fren. t'

And I said, "l]ell, I thinll it rvill go
over all right." I r"rasn't golng to let hin talk me out of
1t, and lte gave it. I believe that vras the first n:ixed dance
they had. The colonel tried to tall< you out of things he
didn't lilie and tried to keep this separatecl army going.

OJcay, \.7e gave the dance and that
dance vras the best we ever had. And Irve got pictures ryhere
tire white boys are dancing r,rit.h the colored girls, and the
colored boys are dancing lvith the white girls - and it r'ras

- just the most beautiful. And tire guys kept cominq back, t.,'.ro
and three days Iater, to say, "!ie had a good timer" and
complimenting us on that dance and hoi,r nice the girls i7ere.

The way I did it I knelr the colonel
vrould lbe furious] if anything happenedr so f saicl I wanted
an IiP at every door and f didn't allovr one girl to step her
foot ouL any door, and every rnan r.rho came in had to be on hj-s
best behavior and in his best uniform. f didnrL r';ant
anything happening. So the girls didn't go out, and I told
thern that thel' couldntt dance all evening with one lnan thel'
could only Cance trro clances r,.rith one man, and thatrs all.

ft 'r,rent over good.

A. It must have been a r+onderful experience for a lot of
those people, and it nay have been a very ne\{ experience,
too.

I"irs. Sotero The colonel didnrt complirnent us and
didn't say anything v/rong, but he just knev,' that some-thi_ng.
would qo rrrongi.

A. I'tras your staff integrated at aT" service club?

I'irs. Sotero l"ly sister and I vrere the only staff .

e. Even at Fort Lar'rton?

I.lrs. Sotero Yes, tr'ro vaonen to a service c1ub.

0. Did the l,iegro sold.iers tend. to cone to your service club
because you T//ere l.legroes?

i{rs. Sotero They hacl ti'ro servj-ce clubs. One l.,ras
nanned by tr,ro nhite girls. As it vrasl \r'€ didntt have
degrees; my sister and. I didn't have the chance to finish and
get our degrees. Those t',yo ["rhite] wonen up there had
degrees - thatrs the only thing they had on us. They rrent
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completely by the book, ancl they didn't have many at their
affairs.

I{e t d sdy, "I^Ihy clon't you guys go on
up to that other service club?"

Ancl they t d sa1t, "oh r \rt€ don't lik'e
that place up tirere."

But theyrd just cone in d.roves to our
service club.

A. i{hit.e men?

!.irs. Sotero

A. But the coloreC

l.irs. Sotero

white, cantt cor.r.ie

here?"

Yes, and colored men.

guys never nent to the other service club?

Oh, yes they clid! Oh, there lias
alr.vays a certain nurnber that nould go, but vrhen it cane clor.rn
to entertainrnent, they were at our service clul:. A1l of them
r+ou1d com.e dotrn there.

And I usecl Lo thinl" to nyself , ttoh, I
hope I can stay together ton:-ght - tle're having
entertainment ! "

And when a USO sho';/ t^Iould cone
through, that vras going overseas, they vroulC send some of
their entertainment that dicin't mind going out on the post so
they v,rould get their practice in on hor.r itts going to go over
vrhen they get overseas. Theytd cone and rehearse on us, and
v,'e vrould have soi"ne of the besi entertainnent ! You riouliin t t
believe !

tr'le would have so many nen in there.
llvery chair would be taken, and theytd be sitting all over
the fLoor. They i"rould. be standing all- over, and you trould
just see the nass of their uniforns.

it nould get so hot in there. Our
service club could have been bigger, for many of our
entertainnents.

But those girls up there r+ent b]' the
icook. "I';ellr you cantt do it that vray!t'

AnC ltd sdyr "I Contt care al:out that
o1d boo]<.. I l<novr v,',rat people lilce. If you'd thinkr Youtd know
that they don't lil.,e that."

One time, \,ile had a bunch of rnen cone
1n and they vrere getting ready to ship overseas. This t"ras
',.rhen the Army vras integrated, and sone colored guys carfle to
rls r and there \,./as a little vrhite of f icer standing at the door
and he r.las chasing the r+hites out, "Go on up to your ovrn
service club ! I'

Ile ciidnrt l<noi",' the service club r*as
f or all, and so sone of the colored guys, who \^tere shipping
out together ancr they not l',nor';ing if they \'rere corning back cr
not, said, "This is my buddy. This is who Irr: gioing overseas
.,.1i th . "

one said to ne, "If my friend, r,rho is
in here, then Irn not coming in here!"

1 said, "I'lho said he can't come in

iie said, t'There's an off icer at your
door tellinq tl:ein to go up there."
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t'/ell, I went out. (You see' the
servicemen didn't dare to say anythinE derogative to any
officer) And this little officer nho looked to me to be about
24 or 25 years old, vras using his authority, "You go up to
your onn service cluif !" And nobody could say anything to hirl
because ire r+as an officer. The servicernen had a nane for
officers li]',e that - "nj-nety day wonders."

I r.zent out, ancl since I knew theY
coufCn't say anything to hj-m, but l tolct that little officer
off in front of all of the servicemen. :-Iis face rvas so red!

Ancl I said, "And llhatrs more, I clontt
want to see you doi.rn here any more ! And you get in your j eep
and get out of here. This is for the servicemen anywaylt'

And the guys li'ere i-aughinE beirind
their hands, but I r'ras rnad! ,Ttren the colonel of the Post
i"rouldntt do anything against the service c1ub. FIe always
asl',ed rne before he did anything and. here tiris little guy r.ias
doing it on his or+n!

I said, "I"lell, Itm going to beat hi-m
to the draw. I'II call headquarters." And I called the l'lP
stations and I saio-, "I r,aant to linor'l the name of the
"officer-of-the-Cayrt'and I r.rant you to tell him I dontt rvant
hin dorvn here do1zq1e1". IIers turning servicemen avlay from the
service club Iand creating dissension. ]

I did this because f knett he t'las
going to go up there and tell a lie. I got ny bit in first.
One of tire servicenren carie dovrn a r.reek later, and said-, t'They
shlpped that guy overseas the next day."

I bet that man was rnad at ne.

A. I bet he was.

8. t'lhat l.ras the access to training li]<e for black servlceraen
and minority servicernen. You've said that this was a motor
pool. In the llavy, nost l.Iegroes v;ere conf ineC to the
stevrards, r.ias there more nobility in the Army?

ilrs. Sctero Yes, there \,Jas. They could do more
things. There's riore room out there. In a ship, they're
conf ined rilore 

There's more to r.vork vrith in the
Army. idlth vehicles, tirere vrere a lot of colored meciranics -
gooc meciranics! - r.'rho l<nel tire inside and outside of a motor.
Hor^r are yor: going to P.eep a man dorvn tike that r'rhen youtve
got all these trucks - r.rh1r, sure! werre going to 1et that rnan
talie care of the vehicles! He can do it! i{e knor.'rs nore than
vre clo about it !

Of course, they learneo the army lray
of drivi-ng, lrut they learnecl how to drive the truck,s, and
they had to pass a test. They had a testr but then most of
them knew hon to d.rive an:/\.ray. i'lost of thern ttere
hard-r,rorking rnen rvho kneti hor'z to drive a truc]-'.

0. i'Iell, in tha.t
helped ldegroes and
af terr,rard?

l'1rs. Sotero

case, lvould you say that r\rrny training
other racial minorities to rnove up in jobs

In every rlay r in every !Jo1r o It
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helped people to get a new outlook, both white and colored.
Every nationality learned something about the other that we
didn't know before the war, and we never would have known
before.

The whites learned something; the
colored learned something. A11 of us learned something. The
war taught us something. That's the only thing you can say
about a war it does make you more broad-minded, make you
learn a lot of things that you never would have learned.
Things therets no way in the world you would have learned,
war can teach you.

Q. That may be the only good thing to say for war.

Mrs. Sotero Yes, thatrs the one thing that you
can say good of it. They would recruit men into the service
before they found out that they were able to do Army duty.
They \dere in. Thatrs the only way they could get the Army
to recruit first and then weed out those that rearly coul-dn't
do it.

We had one man that was recruited
into the service who had been an embalmer down in the South
somewhere, where they didn't have any protection at all.
This man vras like this (aII hunched up) and his eyes vrere
wild - you could see there was somethj-ng $rrong with him. He
ltas practically embalmed on down his throat, all Lhe way down
to here (his upper chest). They had to give him an honorable
discharge.

Q. You mean he was chemically burned?

Mrs. Sotero WeI1, in embalming, you breathe all
those fumesr you know. He came from the South.

During the War, men vrere recruj-ted
first, since they were needing as many as there rrrere for the
Army. Then if found to be 4-I' or not capable of remaining in
the Service, then he would be discharged. Thatts why World
War fI was the worst war for the U.S.A. - all homefronts were
affected. Seatt1e, Washington was no different from any
other place.
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