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DEDICATED
•

To the

Pioneers of the Big Bend, Who Have Overcome Most Formidable
Difficulties, Stood Like the Rock of Gibraltar Against

Prejudice and False Report. and
Made This Now Famous Country to Blossom as the Rose.

Although no sculptured marble should rise to their memory, nor eng-raved stone bear record of their deeds, yet
will their remembrance be as lasting as the land they honored.-Daniel Web8ter.

If boundless plenty be the robe,
Trade is the golden girdle of the globe.
Wise to promote whatever end He means,
God opens fruitful Nature's various scenes.
Each climate needs what other climes produce,
And offers something to the general use;
No land but listens to the common call,
And in return receives supplies from all.

-Co"'Per.
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PREFACE.
compiling a History of the Big Bend country-one of the most important sections of

the State of Washington. the authors of this work have encountered, of course, those
obstacles that are inseparable in the construction of any pioneer History of the West.
Territorial legislative acts and the records of early county commissioners were vague

and indeterminate in those days. In many respects they are conflicting and confusing. This,
more particularly, applies to political history and educational affairs.

/

But from this mass of data-official records. state and county documents, combined
with interviews with the earliest and most reliable pioneers-the authors have endeavored to
mine facts and smelt them into an accurate and conscientiously written history of pioneer
days. avoiding as far as possible doubtful statements and conflicting reports. This has been
done with a full realization of the responsibility attending the writing of an original county
history.

Part I., which concerns itself directly with the prominent events in the history of the
Territory and State of Washington since 1550, is a comprehensive abridgment of the earliest
history, from the most authentic data obtainable, written by eminent historians of the United
States, England and Spain. In this connection we acknowledge our indebtedness to the late
George Bancroft; Hon. Hall J. Kelley; the" journal" of Captain Lewis; letters and other docu
ments written by the ill-fated Dr. Marcus Whitman; "Oregon: the Struggle for Possession, " by
William Barrows; "Astoria," by Washington Irving~ Congressional Reports on the Oregon
Question; Washington's Correspondence with john jay; the Colfax (Washington) Commoner;
correspondence af james Douglas; Barton's "Washington Legislative Hand Book· and
Manual"; correspondence printed in the Olympia Pioneer; the eminent Western hi,:;torian.
Hubert Howe Bancroft; state papers of Governor Isaac Ingalls Stevens; Archibald McVickar
and Hon. A. A. Denny.

Many have been the friendly ccradjutors who have kindly and cheerfully assisted us in
the compilation of this volume. We desire to here frankly state that in no instance has any
one of these pioneers, business men or even temporary residents. of the vast country tra
versed-the great wheat belt of Washington, bearing on every hand. undeniable evidence of
thrift and prosperity-refused to assist us or failed to greet our wqrk w\th encouragement.
We cannot too cordially thank each and all of them.

The editorial fraternity Ilas been exceptionally friendly. To L. A. Inkster. Lincoln
County Times; james Odge~s. Davenport Tribune; Howard Spining, Wilbur Register; R. D.
Anderson, Sprague Times; H. L. King, Franklin County Register; C. T. Geizentanne~,

Franklin County News-Recorder; joseph G. Tuttle, Bil;" Bend Empire; Benjamin Spear,
Douglas County Press; Dan 1- jones, Coulee City News; Pettijohn & Swenson, Ritzville
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Times; W. H. Hughes, Hartline Standard; Gibson & Thompson, Adams County News; AI
P. Haas, Lind Leader; J. F. Dealy, Hatton Hustler; Gale Smith..Washtucna Enterprise,
due acknowledgment is made for valuable assistance in our work upon this History.

To Judge N. T. Caton, County Auditor A. L. Brown. of Davenport; A. T. Greene. L.
E. Kellogg, R. S. Steiner, John R. Lewis, S. C. Robins. Douglas County; J. M. Snow. of
Spokane; George R. Roberts, Douglas County; Charles Rankert. Franklin County; Mrs. J. G.
Bennett, George Sinclair, J; F. Cass, Jr., George W. Bassett, Otis Algoe and J. J; Mer
riman, Adams County, and many others, our thanks are sincerely tendered for the many
courtesies extended by them.

The general and introductory history is the production of Richard F. Steele. The
special histories of Lincoln, Douglas, Adams and Franklin. Counties were written by Richard
F. Steele, assisted by Arthur P. Rose.

THE PUBLISHERS.
Spokane, Washington. 1904.



ENDORSEMENTS.

We, the undersigned, citizens of Adams County, \Vashington, having been selected as a committee to examine
the man~cript of a History of this County to be published by the Western Historical Publishing Company, certify
as follows:

We, as pioneer residents of the· County, have read the narrative of the events recorded, and to the best of our
knowledge find it to be a true, impartial and candid record of the leading historical incidents that are woven into the
annals of Adams County. The treatment of the subject is fair and comprehensive, and, to the best of our belief,
accurate. As such we give it our cordial endorsement.

MRS. JAMES G. BENNETT,
GEORGE SINCLAIR, SR.,
EDGAR DEWITT GILSON,

Committee.
Ritzville, Adams County, September, 1904.

We, the undersigned, citizens of Douglas County, Washington, having been selected as a committee to pass
judgment on the merits of the History of said County to be published by the Western Historical Publishing Com
pany, do hereby certify as follows:

We are pioneer residents of the County, have always taken especi~l interest in its development, and have been
active participants in many of the incidents described in said History. We have read the manuscript narrative of
these events, and it has our unqualified endorsement as a conscientious History and literary work of merit. In the
treatl\?ent of the subject it is impartial, accurate and reliable, and we cordially recommend it to all.

A. T. GREENE,
L. E. KELLOGG,
C. J. STANLEY,
J. M. SNOW,

Committee.
Waterville, Doulrlas County, July, 1904.

We, t},e undersigned, residents of Franklin County, Wa>hington, having examined a portion of the manuscript
of a History of Franklin County to be published by the Western Historical Publishing Company, and made such
corrections as were deemed desirable, cordially testify that the work gives evidence of careful research and conscien
tious attention to facts.

D. W. PAGE, Mayor of Pasco,
CHARLES RANKERT,
W. S. HELM,
HENRY L. KING,

Committee.
Pasco, WaShington, August, 1904.

We, the undersigned, having examined that portion of the History of Lincoln, DOURlas, Adams and Franklin
Counties to be published by the Western Historical Publishing Company relating to Lincoln County, bear testimony
that it gives eVIdence of extensive reading, research and conscientious adherence to facts, and presents, to the best
of our knowledge, an accurate, comprehensive and impartial record of events. As such we endorse and commend it.

H. SPINlNG,

L. A. INKSTER,
N. T. CATON,

Committee.
Lincoln County, May, 1904.
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PART 1.

GENERAL HISTORY
CHAPTER I.

DAWN OF DISCOVERY.

•

Few students of history have failed to ob
serve the immediate impetus given to maritime
exploration by the royally proclaimed exploit
of Columbus in 1492. Only nine years after the
caravels of the Italian navigator had dropped
anchor in American waters, off San Salvador,
a Portugese sailor, Gaspar Cortereal, was cau
tiously feeling his way along the Atlantic coast.
This was in the summer of 1501. This voyage
of Cortereal reached as high, on the Atlantic
mainland of North America, as 42 degrees
north. Certain historians have claimed that the
explorations of Cortereal really antedated the
discovery of Columbus. But of this there is no
authentic evidence; there is an accumulation of
testimony to the contrary. By eminent cosmo
graphists the year 15°1 is now accepted as the
period of Cortereal's exploits on the coast of
the Atlantic, in the vicinity of modern New
England. This expedition of two caravels had
been sent out by Manuel, King of Portugal.
There is no proof that this voyage had any
other object, at least any other result, than
profit. Seizing fifty Indians he carried them
away, on his return, and sold them as slaves.

As Cortereal was among the earliest on the
Atlantic seaboard, so Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo,
or Cabrilla, as the name is variously spelled,
is admitted to have been the earliest navigator,

along southern California. It was evidently
the intention of Cabrillo, to continue his voyage
far higher on the Northwest Coast, for he,' too,
had heard of the mysterious "Strait of Anian,"
and was enthused with most laudable geograph
ical ambition. But fate ruled otherwise. Ca
brillo died in the harbor of San Diego, Cali
fornia, in January, 1543, fifty-one years after
the momentous achievement of Columbus on
the southeastern shores Gf the present United
States. The mantle of Cabrillo fell upon the
shoulders of his pilot, Bartolome Ferrelo. To
within two and one-half degrees of the mouth
of the Columbia river Ferrelo continued the
exploration, tracing the western coast of the
American continent along this portion of the
Pacific, and to Ferrelo has been accredited the
honor of having been the first white man to
gaze upon the coast of Oregon.

But back of that dimly outlined shore which
Ferrelo skirted, above latitude 42 degrees, far
inland, lay the immense, wonderful territory
which afterward became Oregon. It is not
susceptible of proof that Ferrelo ever gained
north of the present Astoria, although this
claim was at one period urged by Spain. But
a country which could solemnly lay claim to the
whole Pacific ocean would not be at all back-

•

ward in declaring that one of her navigators
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was the first to sight the Northwest Coast, and
that, too, far above the point really gained by
Ferrelo. It is not considered likely that he
reached above the mouth of Umpqua river.

In 1577 Francis Drake, ai privateer and
freebooter, a pirate and plunderer of Spanish
galleons, yet withal a man of strong character
and enterprising spirit, attempted to find a
northwest passage. Drake probably reached
as high as latitude 43 degrees, and dropped his
anchors into the shoals of that region. No in
land explorations were achieved by him, and
he reluctantly abandoned the search for Anian,
returned to Drake's Bay, on the coast of Cali
fornia, and subsequently to England around the
Cape of Good Hope. En passant it is notice
able that during the famous Oregon Contro
versy, which obtained ascendancy in interna
tional politics two hundred and fifty years later,
the discoveries of Drake were not presented by
England in support of her claims for all terri
tory north of the Columbia river. Whether
Great Britain was doubtful of the validity of
discoveries made by a freebooter, or attached no
importance to his achievement, the fact remains
that they were not urged with any force or en
thusiasm.

Cabrillo and Ferrelo were not emulated in
maritime discoveries in the waters of the
Northwest Coast, until 1550. But on the
shore-line of the Atlantic, Cartier, for six years,
between 1536 and 1542, had made a number of
inland voyages, ascending the St. Lawrence
Gulf and river five hundred miles, past the site
of Montreal and to the falls of St. Louis. In
the far south Hernando De Soto, contemporary
with Cartier, had sailed coastwise along the
Florida peninsula and penetrated that tropical
country until forced back by swamps, morasses
and everglades. Inland exploration in the mid
dle of the sixteenth century comprised, prac
tically, in its northern limitations, a line cross
ing the continent a few miles below the 36th
parallel, from "the Colorado to the Savannahs,
Coronado advancing Into the modern Kansas,

having passed the line at its central part. The
Pacific had been explored sufficiently only to
barely show the shore-line to the 44th degree of
north latitude.

In the way of northern exploration on the
Pacific coast Spain had, in 1550, accomplished
little or nothing. But fifteen years afterward
Spain became aggressive along the lines of mar
itime activity. U rdaneta, in 1565, planned and
executed the initial voyage eastward, opening
a northern route to the Pacific coast of North
America. He was followed, from. the Philip
pines, by Manila traders, eager for gain, and
for two centuries thereafter, through the rise
and decline of Spanish commercial supremacy,
these active and energetic sailors reaped large
rewards from the costly furs found in the
waters of the Northwest Coast. It is fair to
say that the spirit of commercialism contributed
far more toward development of the region
of which this history treats than did the more
sentimental efforts of geographical science.

Still, the latter spirit was not without its
Iapostles and propagandists. Among them was
'one who called himself Juan de Fuca, a Greek

of Cephalonia. His real name was Apostolos
Valerianos. Acting, as had Columbus, under
royal commission from the King of Spain, he

I sailed bravely away to find the legendary Strait
i of Anian-the marine pathway between the
i greatest oceans of the world. The name of
, Anian, a mythical northwestern kingdom, orig-

inated in 1500, and is said to have been taken in
honor of a brother of Cortereal. The real strait
was discovered by Russians in 1750. These
Russians were fur-hunting Cossacks, who
reached the Pacific coast of North America in
1639. Their point of rendezvous was at
Okhotsk, on the sea of that name.

Though the voyage of Juan de Fuca proved
fruitless it must be conceded that it was con
ceived in the interest of science; a move in be--half of international economics, and honorable
alike to both Spain and the intrepid navigator.
In 1584 Francisco de Gali reached the Pacific
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coast, from the west, in 37 degrees 30 minutes;
some say 57 degrees 30 minutes. He was con
tent to sail southward without landing, but
recorded for the archives of Spain the trend
and shore-line of the coast. By the same route
Cermenon, in 1595, met with disaster by losing
his vessel .in Drake's Bay, a short distance
above the present city of San Francisco.
Prominent among numerous other voyagers,
mainly bent on profit, were Espejo, Perea,
Lopez and Captain Vaca.

_'\s has been stated, the earliest explorations
of the Northwest Coast were maritime. They
\I'ere. also, in the main, confined between lati
tudes 42 degrees and 54 degrees, mainly south
of the boundary line finally accepted by Great
Britain as between Canada and the United
States. Even in that twilight preceding the
broad day of inland discovery, there were wars
bet\l'een nations, with "Oregon" the issue, and
some compromises. Later came the advance
guard of inland explorers who found, at the
occidental terminus of their perilous journeys,
a comparatively unknown seaboard 750 miles
in extent, below the ,'ast reaches of Alaskan
territorY and the Aleutian Islands. From the

•

far north came Russian explorers, and they en-
countered Southern navigators who had come
l1p\\'ard from the ambrosial tropics. They com
pared notes, they detailed to each other many
facts. intermixed with voluminous fiction. but
from the whole was picked out and arranged
much of geographical certainty. Four nations
of Pacific navigators came to what afterward
was known as Oregon, related their adventures,
boasted of the discoveries each had made. dis
cussed the probability of a northwest passage,
the "Strait of Anian,"-and the Northwest
Mystery remained a mystery still.

The Spaniards, between 1492 and 1 550.
were in the lead so far as concerns actual geo
graphiC'll results, of all other European sailors.
Spain. through the agency of the Italian. Col- i
umbus. had discovered a new world: Spain had !
meandered the coast-line for 30,000 miles. 1rom I

60 degrees on the Atlantis coast of Labrador,
round by Magellan Strait, to 40 degrees on the
coast of the Pacific. Vast were the possibilities
of the future for Spain, and the world did
honor to her unequalled achievement. From a
broad, humanitarian view point, it is a sad
reflection that so many of the golden promises
held out to her should have, in subsequent cen
turies, faded away as fades the elusive rainbow
against the stonn-cloud background. But
Spain's misfortune became North America's
opportunity. England, too, and Russia,
watched and waited, seized and assimilated so
rapidly as possible, piece by piece the territory
on which the feet of Spanish explorers had been
first planted. That it was the survival of the
fittest may, possibly, remain unquestioned, but
it is a fact that Spain's gradual yet certain loss
of the most valuable territorv in the world has

•
furnished many of the most stirring episodes
in the world's history. Spain has lost. sold.
ceded and relinquished vast domains to nearlv

, -
all the modem powers. And not the least valu-
able of Spain's former. possessions are no\\'
under the Stars and Stripes.

Thus far has 'been hastily sketched the
salient facts concerning the earliest maritime
discoveries of the Northwest Coast. Kone of
the Spanish, English, Russian or Italian na,-i
gators had penetrated inland farther than a few
miles up the estuary of the Columbia river. It
was destined to remain for a class of explorers
other than maritime, yet equally courageous
and enterprising. to blaze the trail for future
pioneers from the east.

To Alexander Mackenzie. a native of In
verness. knighted by George III. is accredited
the honor of being the first European to force
a passage of the Rocky Mountains north of
California. On June 3, 1789, Mackenzie left
Fort Chipewyan. situated at the western point
of Athabasca lake, in two canoes. He was ac
companied by a German, four Canadians, two
of them with wives, an Indian, named English
Chief. and M. Le Roux. the latter in the capac-
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ity of clerk and supercargo of the expedition.
The route of this adventurous party was by the
way of Slave river and Slave lake, thence down
a stream subsequently named the Mackenzie
river, on to the Arctic Ocean, striking the coast
at latitude 52 degrees, 24 minutes, 48 seconds.
This te:rritory is all within the present boundar
ie3 of British Columbia, north of the line finally
accepted as the northern boundary of "Oregon"
by the English diplomats.

Singular. as it may appear there is no
authentic history of the origin of this term
"0 "Th . hI'regon. ere IS, owever, cumu atlve
testimony to the effect that the name was in
vented by Jonathan Carver, who pushed his in
land explorations beyond the headwaters of the
Mississippi river; that the name was exploited
and made famous by William Cullen Bryant,
author of "Thanatopsis," and late editor of the
New York Evening Post,. that it was fastened
upon the Columbia river territory, originally
by Hall J. Kelley, through his memorials to
congress in r8r7, and secondly by various other
English and American authors. Aside from
this explanation are numerous theories adduc
ing Spanish derivatives of rather ambiguous
context, but lacking lucidity or force. It is
likely that no more etymological radiance
will ever be thrown upon what, after all, is a
rather ~nimportant, though often mooted
question.

The expedition of Mackenzie, crowned with
results most valuable to science and territorial
development, comprised one hundred and two
days. At the point he first made, on the Pacific
coast the explorer executed, with vermillion
and grease, a rude sign bearing the following
inscription: "Alexander Mackenzie, from Can
ada by land, July 22, r793." Subsequent ex
peditions were made by Mackenzie to the coast,
one of them via the Peace river.

But now comes one M. Le Page du Pratz,
a talented and scholarly French savant, with

the statement made several years ago, that
neither Mackenzie nor Lewis and Clarke were
the first to cross the Rockies and gain the
Northwest Coast. Our French student claims
to have discovered a Natchez Indian, being of
the tribe of the Yahoos, called L'Interprete, on
account of the various languages he had ac
quired, but named by his own people Moncacht
Apt\, "He Who Kills Trouble and Fatigue."
M. Le Page declares that this man, actuated
mainly by curiosity, a stimulant underlying all
advancement, unassisted and unattended, trav
eled from the Mississippi river to the Pacific
coast so early as r743. This was sixty years
before President Jefferson dispatched Captains
Lewis and Clarke on their governmental expe
dition, the results of which have proved so im
portant and momentuous in the history of the
development of Oregon and Washington.
Moncacht Ape, it is claimed, met many tribes
of Indians, made friends with all of them, ac
quired portions of complex dialects, gained as
sistance and information and, eventually gazed
upon the same waters upon which Balboa had
fixed his eyes with enthusiasm, many hundreds
of miles to the south.

It can not be denied that hardly has a great
discovery been heralded to the world ere some
rival genius springs up to claim it. Possibly
it is this spirit which may have actuated M. Le
Page in producing the somewhat mysterious
Moncacht Ape, to pose as the pioneer of North
western exploration. But we, of to-day, are in
no position to combat his claims, reserving to
ourselves the undeniable fact that Mackenzie,
Lewis and Clarke were the first white men to
gain, overland, the Northwest Coast.

From r500 to r803 this greatly abridged
foreword has traced northwestern discoveries.
V'le now enter upon a brief description of the
glorious achievements of Lewis and Clarke in
that portion of their journey so fruitful with
results to Washington and Oregon.
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MISSISSIPPI TO THE COAST.

Eleven years before the departure of Lewis
and Clarke, on their expedition to the North
west, President Jefferson, in 1792, proposed a
plan to the American Philosophical Society, in
volving a subscription for the purpose of em
ploying a competent person who should pro
ceed by land to the Northwest Coast. It is at
this period that Captain Meriwether Lewis
emerges from the obscurity of his military post
at Charlotteville, Virginia. It had been ar
ranged that M. Michaux, a French botanist,
should become the companion of Captain
Lewis. These two had proceeded on their
journey so far as Kentucky, at that time one
of the western states, when an end was put to
this initial enterprise by the French minister,
who suddenly discovered that he had use for.
the botanical abilities of M. Michaux else
where. The latter was recal1ed.

But this plan, which had grown in devel
opment of detail since its inception, was not
abandoned by Jefferson. In 18°3, on the eve
of expiration of the act for the establishment
of trading posts among Indians, the president
again brought forward the scheme which he
had first proposed to the American Philosophi
cal Society. The object sought was to trace
the Missouri river to its source, cross the
Rocky Mountains, and gain the Pacific Ocean.
This was most satisfactorily accomplished, and
because this expedition first sighted the Pacific
in latitude 46 degrees, 19 minutes 11.7 seconds,
it becomes an important factor, within the ter
ritorial limits of this history. The confidential
message, transmitted by President Jefferson to
congress, in January, 1803, had been favorably
received, and results were far beyond his most

sanguine expectations. Xot only had the orig
inal plan been ful1y appro\'ed, but it was consid
erably amplified in its details, and Captain
Lewis had been given as a companion, William
Clarke, brother of General George Rogers
Clarke. To Captain Lewis, to whom was given
full command of the expedition, instructions
were imparted concerning the route, various
objects to which inquiries should be directed,
relating to geography, character of the country
traversed, the different inhabitants, biology,
and such other scientific information as it was
possible to obtain.

Coincident with this momentuous under
taking another, and equal1y important negotia
tion was being carried to a successful conclu
sion. This was the Louisiana Purchase, from
Napoleon Bonaparte, by which the United
States acquired title to a domain whose extent
and topographicllocation made that other terri
tory to which Lewis and Clarke were en route,
"Oregon," an almost absolute necessity.
Louisiana, at that period extending from the
mouth of the Mississippi river to the, then,
indefinite boundaries on the north of Montana
and the Dakotas, had been recently ceded by
Spain to France. The latter power, by a treaty
involving the payment to Napoleon of
$15,000,000, ceded it to the United States.

Fol1owing the return of the Lewis and
Clarke expedition, a donation of land was made
by congress to the members of the party. This
was in 1807. Captain Lewis was appointed
governor of our newly acquired territory of
"Louisiana," and Clarke was made agent of
Indian affairs. But while on his way to Phila
delphia, to supervise the publication of his jour-
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nal, in 1807, Captain Lewis was stricken with
death.

That portion of Lewis and Clarke's expedi
tion with which this history concerns itself re
lates chiefly to the achievements of these in
trepid captains after they had entered the terri
tory known as "Oregon," and from which the
states of Oregon, Washington and Idaho were
carved: And what was this territory, at that
period a terra incognita? Major Joshua
Pitcher, early in 1800 contributes the following
brief description:

The form or configuration of the country is the
most perfect and admirable which the imagination can
coriceive. All its outlines are distinctly marked; all its
interior is connected together. Frozen regions on the
north, the ocean and its mountainous coast to the west,
the Rocky Mountains to the east, sandy and desert
plains to the south-such are its boundaries. Within
the whole country is watered by the streams of a single
river, issuing from the north, east and south, uniting
in the region of tidewater, and communicating with the
sea by a single outlet. Such a country is formed for
defense, and whatever power gets possession of it will
probably be able to keep it.

This was published in Volume I, No. 39,
senate documents, Twenty-first Congress, sec
ond session. A more extended description is
sketched later by Mr. Parker, who says:

Beyond the Rocky Mountains nature appears to

have studied variety on the largest scale. Towering
mountains and wide-extended prairies, rich valleys and
barren plains, and large rivers, with their rapids, cata
Tacts and falls, present a great variety of prospects.
The whole country is so mountainous that there is no
elevation from which a person can not see some of the
immense range which intersect its various parts.
From an elevation a short distance from Fort Van
couver, five isolated, :conical mountains, from ten to
fifteen thousand feet high, whose tops are covered with
perpetual snow, may be seen rising in the surrounding
valley. There are three general ranges west of the
Rocky chain of mountains, running in northern and
southern directions; the first above the falls of the
Columbia river; the second at and below the Cascades;
the third toward and along the shores of the Pacific.
From each of these branches extend in different direc
tions. Besides these there are those in different parts
which are large and high, such as the Blue Mountains,
south of Walla Walla; the Salmon River Mountains,

between Salmon and Kooskooskie rivers, and also in
the region of Okanogan and Colville. The loftiest peaks
of the Rocky Mountains have been found in about 52
degrees north latitude, where Mr. Thompson, astrono
mer of the Hudson's Bay Company, has ascertained the
heights of several. One, called Mount Brown, he esti
mates at sixteen thousand feet above the level of the
sea; another, Mt. Hooker, at fifteen thousand seven hun
dred feet. It has been stated, farther (though probably
with some exaggeration) that he discovered other points
farther north of an elevation ten thousand feet higher
than these. Between these mountains are widespread val
leys and plains. The largest and most fertile valley is in
cluded between Deer Island in the west, to within twelve
miles of the Cascades, which is about fifty-five miles
wide, and extending north and south to a greater extent
than I had the means of definitely ascertaining; probably
from Puget Sound on the north, to the Umpqua river
on the south.

The Willamette river, and a section of the Colum
bia, are included in this valley. The valley south of
the Walla Walla, called the Grand Rand, is said to excel
in fertility. To these may be added Pierre's Hole, and
the adjacent country; also Recueil Amere, east of the
Salmon River Mountains. Others of less magnitude
are dispersed over different parts. To these may be
subjoined extensive plains, most of which are prairies
well covered with grass. The whole region of country
west of the Salmon River Mountains, the Spokane
woods and Okanogan, quite to the range of mountains
that cross the Columbia at the Falls, is a vast prairie,
covered with grass, and the soil is generally good.
Another large plain which is said to be very barren,
lies off to the southward of Lewis, or Malheur river,
including the Shoshone country; and travelers who have
passed through this have pronounced the interior of
America a great, 'barren desert, but this is drawing a
conclusion far too broad from premises so limited.

Aside from Captains Lewis and Clarke, the
party of exploration consisted of nine young
men from Kentucky, fourteen United States
soldiers, who had volunteered their services,
two French watermen, (an interpreter and
hunter), and a black ser:vant, employed by
Captain Clarke. Before the close of 1803 prep
arations for the voyage were all completed, and
the party wintered at the mouth of Wood river,
on the east bank of the Mississippi.

The start was on May 4, 1804, and the first
reach, made on the sixteenth, was twenty-one
miles up the Missouri. Of the many surpris
ing advantures encountered in ascending this
river to Fort Benton, it is not the province of
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this history to recount. It was toward the
Northwest Coast that their faces were set, and
the advent of these pioneers into the future
"Oregon" becomes of material interest to
present residents of this section.

August r8, r805, fourteen months from the
departure of this expedition, it had reached the
extreme navigable point of the Missouri river,
stated in Captain Lewis' journal, to be in lati
tude 43 degrees, 30 minutes, 43 seconds north.
The party was now, for a certain distance, to
proceed by land with pack horses. Tribe after
tribe of strange Indians were encountered, a
majority of whom met the explorers on friendly
terms. The party endured hardships innum
erable; game was scarce in certain localities,
and at times the weather was inclement. They
forded unknown streams, and christened many,
Lewis river, Clarke's Fork, and others.

Particular inquiries were made regarding
the topography of the country and the possibil
ity of soon reaching a navigable stream. In
answer to such questions an ancient chief, who,
it was claimed, knew more concerning the
geography of this section of the northwest than
anyone else, drew rude delineations of the vari
ous rivers on the ground. It soon developed
that he knew little about them. But some
vague information was gained sufficient to
show that the different streams converged in
one vast river, the Columbia, running a great
way toward the "setting sun, and at length los
ing itself in a great lake of water, which was ill
tasted and where the white men lived." Still
another route was suggested, an analysis of
which convinced Captain Clarke that the rivers
mentioned debouched into the Gulf of Cali
fornia. He then inquired concerning the route
used by the Pierced-nose Indians who, living
west of the mountains, crossed over to the Mis
souri. According to Captain Lewis' journal
the chief replied, in effect, that the route was a
very bad one; that during the passage, he had
been told, they suffered excessively from hun
ger, being obliged to subsist for. many days on

berries alone, there being no game in that part
of the mountains, which was broken and rocky,
and so thickly covered with timber that they
could scarcely pass.

Difficulties, also, surrounded all routes, and
this one appeared as practicable as any other.
It was reasoned that if Indians could pass the
mountains with their women and children, no
difficulties which they could overcome would
be formidable to the explorers. Lewis sets
down in his journal: "If the tribes below the
mountains were as numerous as they were rep
resented to be, they would have some means of
subsistance equally within our power. They
had told us, indeed, that the natives to the
westward subsisted principally on fish and
roots, and that their only game was a few elk,
deer. and antelope, there being no buffalo west
of the mountains."

It was decided by Captain Clarke to ascer
tain what difficulty, if any, would be encoun
tered in descending the river on which the
party was fhen encamped. Continuing down
the stream, which runs nearly northwest,
through low grounds, rich and wide, they
came to where it forked, the western branch
being much larger than the eastern. To this
stream, or· rather the main branch, was given
the name of Lewis river. The party followed
it until confronted by insurmountable ob
stacles; it foamed and lashed itself through a
narrow pass flanked by the loftiest mountains
Captain Clarke had ever seen. The Indians
declared that it was impossible to descend the
river or scale the mountains, snow-capped and
repellant. They had never been lower than the
head of the gap made by the river breaking
through the range. Captain Clarke decided to
abandon the route. It was determined to pro
ceed on their course by land. On being ques
tioned their guide drew a map on the sand, rep
resenti!'1g a road leading toward two forks of
another river, where lived a tribe of Indians
called Tushepaws. These people, lie said, fre
quently came to Lewis river to fish for salmon.



10 GENERAL HISTORY.

Through the broken, hilly country through
which flo\v the tributaries of the Columbia the
party pressed forward. On the 29th Captain
Clarke and his men joined the main party,
which had made a wide detour in order to gain
information regarding a more feasible route.
Although August was not yet passed the
weather was quite cold, and during the night
ink froze in the pen and frost covered the
meadows. Yet the days were warm, and this
atmospheric condition grew more pronounced
as they drew nearer the "Oregon" climate.

The expedition began the passage across
the mountains August 30, 1805. Accompanied
by the old guide, his four sons and another
Indian, the party began the descent of the
Lemhi river. Three days later all the Indians,
save the old guide, deserted them., There being
no track leading across the mountains it became
necessary to cut their way through the dense
underbrush. Although the Indian guide ap
pears to have lost his way, on September 4,
after most arduous labor in forcing a passage
through the almost impenetrable brush, the
party came upon a large camp of Indians. The
following day a "pow-wow" was held, con
ducted in many languages, the various dia
lects suggesting a modern Babel, but it proved
sufficient to inform the Indians of the main ob
ject of the expedition. These Indians were the
Ootlashoots, a band of the Tushepaws, on their
way to join other bands in hunting buffalo on
Jefferson river, a,cross the Great Divide. Part
ing from them the toilsome journey was re
sumed. The party was seeking a pass across
the Bitter Root mountains. Game disappeared.
On September 14 they were forced to kill a colt,
their. stock of animal food being exhausted.
And with frequent recurrence to ,the use of
horseflesh they pressed on through the wilder
ness. An extract from Captain Clarke's jour
nal of September 18, conveys an idea of the
destitute condition of his party:

•

We melted some snow and supped on a little porta-
ble soup, a few cannisters of which, with about twenty

pounds' weight of bear's oil, are our only remaining
means of subsistence. Our guns are scarcely of any
service for there is no living creature in these mo~ntains

except a few small pheasants, a small species of gray
squirrel, and a blue bird of the vulture kind, about the
size of a turtle dove, or iay. Even these are difficult
to shoot.

,

Arriving at a bold, running stream on Sep-
tember 19, it was appropriately named "Hun
gry Creek," as at that point they had nothing to
eat. On September 20 the party passed down
the last of the Bitter Root range and gained a
comparatively level country. Here they found
another band of strange Indians, people who
had neyer looked upon the face of a white man.
They proved hospitable and the party remained
with them several days. The Indians called
themselves Chopunnish, or Pierced-noses, the
Nez Perces of to-day. The expedition was no\\'
in the vicinity of Pierce City, at one period the
capital of Shoshone county, Idaho. On a white
elk skin, the chief, Twisted Hair, drew a chart

•
of the country to the west, to explain the geog-
raphy and topography of the district· beyond.
Captain Clarke translates it as follows:

"According to this the Kooskooskee forks
(confluence of its north fork) a few miles from
this place; two days toward the south is another

i and larger. fork (confluence of Snake river), on
which the Shoshone or Snake Indians fish: fi\'e
days' journey further is a large river from the
northwest (that is, the Columbia itself) into
which Clarke's river empties; from the mouth
of that river (that is, confluence of the Snake
with the Columbia) to the falls is five days'
journey further; on all the forks as well as on
the main river great numbers of Indians re
side."

On September 23 the Indians were assem
bled, and the errand of the party across the
continent explained. The talk satisfied the sav-

•
ages; they sold their visitors provisions for
man and beast and parted with amity. But
immediate progress was somewhat delayed by
illness of different members of the party. They
were nearly famished when they encountered



GENERAL HISTORY. II

in "Oregon" as the "Great River." Dangerous
rapids crowded the stream; disasters were en
countered far too frequently to prove assuring
to the voyageurs. October 14 another canoe
was blown upon a rock sideways and narrowly
escaped being lost. Four miles above the point
of confluence of the Snake and Columbia rivers

I
the expedition halted and conferred with the
Indians. During the evening of October 16
they were visited by two hundred warriors who
tendered them a barbaric ovation, comprising
a procession with drums, torches and vocal
music far more diabolical than classical. Here
seven more dogs were purchased, together with
some fish and "tw,enty pounds of fat dried
horseflesh." At the point where the party were
then stationed the counties of Franklin,
Yakima and \Valla Walla now come together;
the junction of the Snake and Columbia rivers.
The Indians called themselves Sokulks.

Habit and experience necessarily render ex
I. plorers more far-sighted and astute than the

I
ordinary citizen of civilized habitat. But the
prescience of the former is by no means in
fallible. Lewis and Oarke were now about to
set forth upon the waters of the mighty Colum-
bia, a famous stream variously known as "The
River of the North" and "The Oregon;" a
great commercial artery whose convolutions
were subsequently to be insisted upon by Great
Britain as the northern boundary of "Oregon"
territory. But the magnitude of this stream,
and its future importance in international poli-
tics were, of course, unknown to Lewis and
Clarke. These explorers had no knowledge of
the "terminal facilities" of this stream other
than that contributed by the legendary lore of
Indians, dim, mythical, and altogether theoreti
cal. And with this absence of even a partial
realization of the great significance of his mis
sion Captain Lewis writes in his journal of Oc
tober 17, 1805:

"In the course of the day Captain Clarke,
in a small canoe, with two men, ascended the
Columbia. At a distance of five miles he passed

the Nez Perces, and had eaten too heartily fol
lowing their privations. September 27 they
camped on Kooskooskee river and began the
building of canoes. Gradually the health of
the men was recruited, and the early days of
October were passed in making preparations to
descend the river. According to Lewis' jour
nal the latitude of this camp was 46 degrees
34 minutes 56 seconds north. It should be re
membered that the Kooskooskee is now the
Clearwater, flowing into the Snake river which,
in turn, empties into the Columbia. October
8 the party began their long and adventurous
voyage in five canoes, one of which ser,ved as
an advance pilot boat, the course of the stream
being unknown. They were soon assailed by
disaster, one of the canoes striking a rock and
sinking. The river was found to be full of
rocks, reefs and rapids. At the confluence of
the Kooskooskee and Snake rivers a night's
camp was made, near the present Idaho town of
Lewiston, named in honor of the commander
of this expedition. And from this point the
party crossed over into the territory now
bounded by the limits of the state of Washing- ,
ton. Experience in this camp finds the fol- I

•

lowing expression in Lewis' jouma!. I

Our arrival soon attracted the attention of the I n
dians, who flocked from all directions to see us. In the
<"<ning the Indian from the falls, whom we had seen at
Rugged Rapid, joined us with his son in a small canoe.
and insisted on accompanpying us to the falls. Being
again reduced to fish and roots, we made an experiment
to \'ary our food by purchasing a few dogs, and after
having been accumtomed to horse-fl<sh felt no disrelish
for this new dish. The Chopunnish have great numbers
of dogs, which they employ for domestic purposes, but
ne\'er eat; and our using the flesh of that animal soon
brought Us into ridicule as dog eaters.

. On October 11, having made a short stage
111 their journey, the party stopped and traded
with the Indians, securing a quantity of salmon
a~d seven dogs. They were now on the Snake
nver and proceeding rapidly toward the Col
umbia, known to all the various Indian tribes
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an island in the middle of the river, at the head
of which was a small but dangerous rapid."

With this simple introduction to the most
important episode of his journey across the con
tinent Captain Lewis faced the Occident that
held so much in store for thousands of the
future. On the 19th the voyageurs began to
drift down the Columbia. Rapids impeded
their. course, many of them dangerous. Short
portages were made around the more difficult
ones, and forty miles down the stream they
landed among a tribe known as the Pishguit
pahs who were engaged in drying fish. Here
they smoked the pipe of peace, exchanged pres
ents and entertained the Indians with the strains
of two violins played by Cruzatte and Gibson,
members of the exploring party. October, 21
they arrived at the confluence of a considerable
stream, coming into the Columbia from the left,
and named by the party Lepage, now known as
John Day's river. Six years later, John Day, a
Kentucky Nimrod, crossed the continent on
the trail blazed by Lewis and Clarke, bound for.
Astoria, at the mouth of the Columbia. From
the rapids below the mouth of this stream the
party gained their first view of Mount Hood,
prominent in the Cascade range, looming up
from the southwest eleven thousand two hun
dred and twenty-five feet. On the day fol
lowing they passed a stream called by the In
dians Towahnahiooks; to modern geographers
known as the Des Chutes. This is one of the
largest southern tributaries of the Columbia.

Five miles below the mouth of this stream
the party camped. Lewis and Clarke had
learned from the Indins of the "great falls,"
and toward this point they had looked with
some apprehension. October 23 they made the
descent of these rapids, the height of which, in
a distance of twelve hundred yards is thirty
seven feet eight inches. Around the first fall,
twenty-five feet high, a portage was made, and
below the canoes were led down by lines. At
the next fall of the Columbia the expedition
camped, among the Echeloots, a tribe of the

Upper Chinooks, at present nearly extinct.
They received the white men with much kind
ness, invited them to their huts and returned
their visits, but the Echeloots were then at war
with another tribe and at all times anxious con
cerning an expected attack by their enemies.
Following a long talk with Lewis and Clarke.
who were ever ready to extend their good offices
toward making peace between hostile tribes,
the Echeloots agreed to drop their quarrel with

•
their ancient enemies. Here, too, the chiefs
who had accompanied the expedition from the
headwaters of the streams, bade the explorers
farewell, and prepared to return eastward. Pur
chasing horses of the Echeloots they went home
by land.

The closing days of October were passed
in descending the Columbia, in which portion
of their voyage they met a number of different
tribes of Indians, among them the Chilluckitte
quaws, from whom they purchased five small
dogs, some dried berries and a white bread or
cake, made from roots. They passed a small.
rapid stream which they called Cataract river.
now known as the Klickitat. Going thirty-t\\·o
miles farther they camped on the right bank oj
a river in what is now Skamania county, Wash
ington, which is either the White Salmon or
Little White Salmon. On the last day of Oc
tober Captain Clarke pushed on ahead to ex
amine the next of the· more difficult rapids.
known as "the great shoot." This obstacle was
conquered, however, although not without a

•
number of hair-breadth escapes, and on 1\0-
vember 2 the party were below the last of all
the descents of the Columbia. At this point
tidewater commences and the river widens.

From tidewater to the sea the passage was
enlivened with incidents sufficient to quicken
the pulse of the enthusiastic explorers. Near
the mouth of Sandy river they met a party ot
fifteen Indians who had recently come up from
the mouth of the Columbia. By them they were
told of three vessels lying at anchor below. It
was certain that these craft must be either
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.-\merican or European, and the explorers could
ill conceal their unbounded pleasure and antici
pation. A group of islands near the mouth of
the Multnomah, or modernly, Williamette, had
concealed this stream, upon which is now situ
ated the city of Portland, from view. The voy
ageurs had missed this important river en
tirely. Proceeding westwan:l the explorers
obtained their first sight of Mount Ranier, or
:\'1ount Tacoma, nine thousand seven hundred
and fifty feet high. Nearing the coast the party
met Indians of a nature widely divergent from
any whom they had before seen. Captain Lewis
says:

•
These people seem to be of a different nation from

those we have just passed; they are low in stature, ill
shaped, and all have their heads flattened. They call
themselves Wahkiacum, and their language differs from
that of the tribes above, with whom they trade for
wapatoo roots. The houses are built in a different style.
being raised entirely above ground, with the eaves about
five feet high and the'door at the corner, • • • The
dress of the men is like that of the people above, but the
women are dad in a peculiar manner, the robe not
reaching lower than the hip, and the body being covered
in cold weather by a sort of corset of fur, curiously
plaited and reaching from the arms to the hip; added to
this is a sort of petticoat, or rather tissue of white cedar
bark, bruised or broken with small strands, and woven
into a girdle by several cords of the same material.

These Indians, as a tribal nation, have en
tirely disappeared, but their name is perpetu
ated by a small county on the coast of Wash
ington, north of the Bay of Columbia.

Practically the Lewis and Clarke expedition
reached the end of its perjlous trip across the
continent on November IS, 1805. Of this
achievement the Encyclopaedia Britannica
says: "They had traveled upwards of four
thousand miles from their starting point, had
encountered various Indian tribes never before
seen by whites, had made scientific collections
and observations, and were the first explorers

to reach the Pacific coast by crossing the con
tinent north of Mexico."

The closing statement of this article par
tially ignores the expeditions of Sir Alexander

. Mackenzie who, while he did not cross the
continent from a point as faJ; east as Washing
ton, D. c., made a journey, in 1789, from Fort
Chipewyan, along the great Slave Lake, and
down the river which now bears his name, to
the "Frozen Ocean," and a second journey in
1792-3 from the same initial point, up the
Peace and across the Columbia rivers, and
thence westward to the coast of the Pacific, at
Cape Menzies, opposite Queen Charlotte
Island. Only to this extent is the statement
of the Encyclopaedia Britannica misleading,
but it is quite evident that there is no pro
nounced inclination to do an injustice to the
memory of Mackenzie.

The Lewis and Clarge party passed the
following winter in camp at the mouth of the
Columbia. Before the holidays Captain Clarke
car,ved on the trunk of a massive pine this
simple inscription:

WM. CLARKE,

DECEMBER 3, 1805, BY LAND FROM THE U.

STATES IN 1804 AND 5·

During the return of the expedition the
Clarke division came down the Yellowstone,
in Montana. On a mass of saffron' sandstone,
an acre in base, and four hundred feet high,
called Pompey's Pillar, twenty miles above the
mouth of the Big Hom river, about half way
up, the following is carved:

WM. CLARKE,

JULY 25, 1806.

•



CHAPTER m.

THE OREGON CONTROVERSY.

The strugggle of five nations for possession
of "Oregon," a domain embracing indefinite
territory, but including the present states of
Oregon, Washington and Idaho, and a portion
of British Columbia, ran through a century and
a half, and culminated in the "Oregon Contro
versy" between England and the United States.
Through forty years of diplomatic sparring,
advances, retreats, demands, concessions and
unperfected compromises the contest was
waged between the two remaining champions
of the cause, the United States and Great Brit
ain. British parlimentary leaders came and
went; federal administrations followecl each
other successsively, and each in turn directed
the talents of its able secretaries of state to the
vital point in American politics, Oregon.

The question became all important and far
reaching. It involved, at different periods, all I
the cunning diplomacy of the Hudson's Bay I
Company, backed by hundreds of thousands of
pounds sterling; it brought to the front con
spicuously the life tragedy of a humble mis
sionary among the far western Indians, Dr.
Marcus Whitman; it aroused the spirited pa
triotism of American citizenship from Maine to
Astoria, and it evokecl the sanguinary defi from I
American lips, "Fifty-four forty or fight." I

It closed with a compromise, quickly, yet
effectually consummated; ratification was im
mediate, and the "Oregon Controversy" be
came as a tale that is told, and from a live and
burning issue of the day it passed quietly into
the sequestered nook of American history.

To obtain a fairly comprehensive view of
this question it becomes necessary to hark
back to 1697, the year of the Treaty of Rys-

wick, when Spain claimed, as her share of
North America, as stated by William Barrows:

On the Atlantic coast from Cape Romaine on the
Carolina shore, a few miles north of Charleston, due
west to the Mississippi river, and all ·south of that line
to the Gulf of Mexico. That line continued beyond
the Mississippi makes the northern boundary of Louis
iana. In the vall<ar of the lower Mississippi Spain
acknowledged no ri"al, though France was then be
ginning to intrude. On the basis of discovery hy the
heroic De Soto and others, she claimed up to the head
of the Arkansas and the present famous Leadville, and
westward to the Pacific. On that ocean, or the South

. Sea, as it was then called, she set up the pretensions of
sovereignty from Panama to Nootka Sound or Van
couver. These pretensions covered the coasts, harbors.
islands and even over the whole Pacific Ocean as then
limited. These stupendous claims Spain based on dis
covery, under the papal bull of Alexander VI, in 1493.
This bull or decree gave to the discoverer all newly
discovered lands and waters. In 1513 Balboa, the Span
iard, discovered the Pacific Ocean, as he came over the
Isthmus of Panama, and so Spain came into the owner
ship of that body of water. Good old times those were.
when kings thrust their hands into the new world, as
children do theirs into a grab-bag at a fair, and drew
out a ri,-er four thousand miles long, or an ocean, or a
tract of wild land ten or fifteen times the size of
England.

Nor was France left out at the Ryswick
partition of the world. She claimed in the
south and in the north, and it was her proud
boast that from the mouth of the Penobscot
along the entire seaboard to the unknown and
frozen Arctic, no European power divided that
coast with her, nor the wild interior back of it.

At the date of this survey, 1697, Russia was
quiescent. She claimed no possessions. But
at the same time Peter the Great, and his minis
ters, were doing some heavy thinking. Result!
of these cogitations were afterwards seen in
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the new world, in a territory known for many their navigation and trade north of 54 degrees,
years to school children as Russian America, 40 minutes.
now the Klondyke, Dawson, Skaguay, Bonanc Right here.falls into line the Hudson's Bay
za Creek, the Yukon and-the place where the Company. Between Great Britain and Russia
<Told comes from. Russia entered the lists; she a compromise was effected through a lease
'"became the fifth competitor, with Spain, Eng- from Russia to this company of the coast and
land, France and the United States, for Ore- margin from 54 degrees, 40 minutes, to Cape
gon. Spencer, near 58 degrees. Matters were, also,

< Passing over the events of a hundred years, satisfactorily adjusted with the United States.
years of cruel wars; of possession and dispos- The final counting out of Russia from the
session among the powers; the loss by France list of competitors for Oregon dates from 1836.
of Louisiana and the tragedy of the Plains of During a controversy between England and
Abraham, we come to the first claims of Russia. Russia the good offices of the United States
She demanded all the Northwest Coast and is- were solicited, and at our suggestion Russia
lands north of latitude 51 degrees and down withdrew from California and relinquished all
the Asiatic coast as low as 45 degrees, 50 min- claims south of 54 degrees, 40 minutes. And
utes, forbidding "all foreigners to approach now the contest for Oregon was narrowed
within one hundred miles of these coasts ex- down between Great Britain and the United
cept in cases of extremity." Our secretary of States. But with the dropping of Russia it
state, John Quincy Adams, objected to this becomes necessary to go back a few years in
presumptuous claim. Emphatically he held that order to preserve intact the web of this history.
Russia had no valid rights on that coast south On May 16, 1670, the Hudson's Bay Com
of the 55th degree. Vigorous letters were ex- pany was chartered by Charles II. Headed by
changed and then "the correspondence closed." . Prince Rupert the original incorporators num
Great Britain took sides with the United' bered eighteen. The announced object of the
States. Our protest was emphasized by pro- company was "the discovery of a passage into
mulgation of the nGW famous "Monroe Doc- the South Sea"-the Pacific Ocean. During
trine," the substance of which lies in these the first century of its existence the company
words: "That the American continents, by the really did something along the lines of geo
free and independent condition which they graphical discovery. Afterward its identity,
have assumed and maintained, are henceforth 'was purely commercial. Twelve hundred
not to be considered as subjects for coloniza- miles from Lake Superior, in 1778, the eminent
tion by any European power." Frobisher and others had established a trading

Subsequently it was agreed between Russia post, or "factory," at Athabasca. Fort Chipew
and the United States, in 1824, that the latter yan was built ten years later and Athabasca
country should make no new claim north of 54 abandoned. From this point Mackenzie made
degrees, 40 minutes, and the Russians none his two overland trips to the Pacific, treated in
south of it. With Great Britain Russia made a the two preceding chapters. Commenting
similar compact the year following, and for a upon these expeditions, from a political view
period of ten years this agreement was to be point, William Barrows, in the "American
binding, it being, however, understood that the Commonwealths" series, says:
privilege of trade and navigation should be free "The point reached by Mackenzie on the
to all parties. At the expiration of this period Pacific is within the present limits of British
the United States and Great Britain received Columbia on that coast (53 degrees, 2 I min
notice from Russia of the discontinuance of utes), and it was the first real, though unde-
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I
signed step toward the occupation of Oregon by
Great Britain. That government was feeling
its way, daringly and blindly, for all territory
it might obtain, and in 1793 came thus near the
outlying region which afterward became the
coveted prize of our narrative." (Oregon:
the Struggle for Possession.)

Between the United States and possession
of Oregon stood, like a stone wall, the Hud
son's Bay Company. It was the incarnation
of England's protest against our occupancy.
Such being the case it is a fortuitous opportu
nity to glance, briefly, at the complexion of
this great commercial potentate of the North
west Coast. Aside from geographical discov
eries there was another obj ect set forth in the
Hudson's Bay. Company's charter. This was
"the finding of some: trade for furs, minerals
and other considerable commodities." More
over an exclusive right was granted by the
charter to the "trade and commerce of all those
seas, straits and bays, rivers, lakes, creeks' and
sounds, in whatsoever latitude they shall be,
that lie within the entrance of the straits com
monly called Hudson's Straits." The charter
extended, also, to include all lands bordering
them not under any other civilized government.

Such ambiguous description covered a vast
territory-and Oregon. And of this domain,
indefinitely bounded, the Hudson's Bay Com
pany became monarch, autocrat and tyrant,
rather an unpleasant trinity to be adjacent to
the gradually increasing and solidifying do
minion of the United States. Then, with the
old company, was united the Northwestern
Company, at one time a rival, now a compo
nent part of the great original "trust" of the
Christian era. The crown granted to the new
syndicate the exclusive right to trade with all
Indians in British North America for a term
of twenty years. Their hunters and trappers
spread themselves throughout the entire north
west of North America. Their fur monopoly
extended so far south as the Salt Lake basin
of the modern Utah. Rivals were bought out,

undersold or crushed. The company held at
its mercy all individual traders from New
Foundland to Vancouver; from the head of the
Yellowstone to the mouth of the Mackenzie.
With no rivals to share the field, the extent of
territory under the consolidated company seems
almost fabulous one-third larger than all Eu
rope; larger than the United States of to-day,
Alaska included, by, as Mr. Barrows states,
"half a million of square miles." And it was
preparing, backed by the throne of England,
to swallow and assimilate "Oregon." Con
cerning this most powerful company Mr. Bar
rows has contributed the following graphic de
scription:

"One contemplates their power with awe
and fear, when he regards the even motion and
solemn silence and unvarying sameness with
which it has done its work through that dreary
animal country. It has been said that a hun
dred years has not changed its bills of goods
ordered from London. The company wants
the same muskrat and beaver and seal; the In
dian hunter, unimproved, and the half-breed
European, deterioating, want the same cotton
goods, and flint-lock guns and tobacco and
gew-gaws. To-day as a hundred years ago the
dog-sledge runs out from Winnipeg for its
solitary drive of five hundred or two thousand
or even three thousand miles. It glides silent
as a spectre over those snow-fields and through
the solemn, still forests, painfully wanting in
animal life. Fifty, seventy, and hundred days it
speeds along, and as many nights it camps
without fire, and looks up to the same cold
stars. At the intervening points the sledge
makes a pause, as a ship, having rounded Cape
Horn, heaves to before some lone Pacific is
land. It is the same at the trader's hut or 'fac
tory.' as when the sledge man's grandfather
drove up the same dogs, the same half-breeds
or voyageurs to welcome him, the same foul,
lounging Indians, and the same mink-skin in
exchange for the same trinket. The fur ani
mal and its purchaser and htmter, as the land-
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scape, seem to be alike under the same immut
able law of nature :-

<; 'A land where all things always seem the
same,' as among the lotus-eaters. Human pro
gress and Indian civilization have scarcely
made more improvement than that central,
silent partner of the Hudson's Bay Company-

bea "the ver.
OriginaIly the capital stock of this com

pany, at the time the charter was granted by
Charles II, was $50,820. Through profits
alone it was tripled twice within fifty years,
going as high as $457,380, without any addi
tional money being paid in by stockholders.
The Northwest Company was absorbed in
1821 on a basis of valuation equal to that of
the Hudson's Bay Company. Then the con
solidated capital stock was $1,916,000, of
which $1,780,866 was from profits. And
during all this elapsed period an annual divi
dend of ten per cent had been paid to stock
holders. One cargo of furs, leaving Fort
George for London in 1836, was valued at
$380,000. In 1837 tRe consolidated company
organized the Puget Sound Agricultural Com
pany. This was intended to serve as an offset
to encroachments of colonists from the United
States which settled in Oregon. In 1846 the
English government conceded United States
claims to Oregon, and at that period the Hud
son's Bay Company claimed property within
the territory said to be worth $4,990,036.67.

With such gigantic and powerful competi
tion for the territory of Oregon it is surprising
that even as determined a government as the
United States should have succeeded in oust
ing it from its trespass on our property. Nor
could this have been accomplished had it not
been for the pluck, skill, determination and in
domitable energy of our hardy pioneers. While
the sale of rabbit skins alone in London, in one
year, ordinarily amounted to thirteen hundred
thousand, the company found its profit also in
the beaver, land and sea-otter, mink, fisher,
muskrat, fox, raccoon, sable, black, brown and

2

grizzly bear and buffalo. And in search for
these fur-bearing animals the hunters of the
company braved every danger and spread
themselves over the wild half of North Amer
ica. So far from carrying out the provisions of
its charter relating to geographical discovery,
early in the nineteenth century the company
threw every obstacle p05sible in the way of such
discoveries. Evidently it feared rivals. Sir
John Barrow, in his history of Arctic Voyages,
says: "The Northwest Passage seems to have
been entirely forgotten, not only by the ad
venturers who had obtained their exclusive
charter under this pretext, but also by the na
tion at large; at least nothing more appears to
have been heard on the subject for more than
half a century."

And what of the darker deeds of this mys
terious, silent, yet powerful commercial aggre
gation? In 1719 it refused a prop05al from
Mr. Knight that two vessels be sent by him to
look up a rumored copper mine at the mouth
of an arctic river. In 1741 the company
showed signs of hostility toward a Mr. Dobbs,
engaged in the same enterprise. The failure
of Captain Middleton, commissioned by the
Lords of Admira1ty to explore northern and
western waters of Hudson's Bay, is attributed
to a bribe of five thousand pounds received
from the company. The beacon light at Fort
York was cut down in 1746 to insure the com
plete wreck of an exploring party then aground
in that vicinity. Much of the information con
cerning auriferous deposits brought back by
Mackenzie from his two journeys was sup
presed. The Hudson's Bay Company had set
its face against mineral development. Even
that industry was a rival. Following the assas
ination of Dr. Marcus Whitman by IndiaRs, in
1847, one of the suvivors of the massacre was
refused the protection of Fort WaIla Walla
then under command of an agent of the Hud
son's Bay Company. On the whole this aggre
gation of English capital seems to have been
as antagonistic to English enterprise as to
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American commerce, but all the time working since their original ones were not broad enough
like a mole under ground. to enable them to determine the true St. Croix."

Previous to the \Var of 1812 England had In 1841 another commission ran a boun-
:strenuously urged the Ohio as the western limit dary from the head of the St. Croix, by the
'Of the colonies. She seduced various Indian head of the Connecticut, to the St. Lawrence;
tribes to oppose western immigration. In 181 I thence through the middle of its channel and
General Harrison, afterward president, at- the middle of the lakes to the outlet of Lake
tempted to hold a friendly conference with the Superior, occupying the whole of seven years.
great Tecumseh. The meeting was disrupted by And yet the line had not been carried through
the latter, and it required the battle of Tippe- Lake Superior to tl1e Lake of the Woods. Fi-

•
canoe to teach the warriors a bloody object les- nally, in 1818, this was done and an agreement
son. Then followed the \Var of 1812. In this reached, though this line was not on the 49th
Great Britain made an effort to recover the parallel, from the Lake of the Woods. to the
northwest, but failed signally. But the Hud- Rocky Mounmtains, the line that was offered
son's Bay Company was England in North by Great Britain, accepted by one administra
America. And when the nation failed the com- tion, refused by another, and finally adopted in
mercial syndicate succeeded-for a time. While stead of "Fifty-four forty or fight." Still the
the United States had legal, she had not, owing English commission was loath to part with the
to the interference of this company, actual pos- Mississippi valley. They asked for a right of
session and occupancy. I way to the headwaters of that stream. At the

Following the close of the Revolution and I same time the southern limits of their northern
i

the treaty of 1783, an attempt was made to run I,: possessions did not come within one hundred
a northern boundary for the United States. It , miles of the source of the Mississippi from
looked well on paper. It traversed wild, unex- whence its waters flow more than three thou
plored territory unknown to either party to the sand miles to the Gulf of Mexico. The com
agreement.. mission, however, abandoned this claim and

"Thus," says Barrows; "the northwest turned, to stand resolutely on latitude 49 de
point of the Lake of the Woods was assumed grees. During negotiations with England, in
for one bound from which the line was to run, 1818, a compromise was effected which pro
to the northwestern point of the lake and thence vided for a joint occupation of Oregon for ten
<due west,' to the Mississippi. The clause in the years. In 1827 it was renewed, to run indefin
treaty reads thus: 'to the said Lake of the itely, with a provision that it Could be termin
Woods, and thence through the said lake to ! ated by either party on giving one year's notice.
the most northwestern point thereof, and from i The Ashburton-Webster treaty of 1842 fixed
thence on a due west course to the river Missis- I the line between the St. Croix and St. Law
sippi.' But the head of the river prm'ed to be I renee. In 1846 another commission failed to
:a hundred miles or more to the south.. So that accomplish results in extending a line to the
little prominence in our otherwise straight I westward through their inability to agree on
boundary is the bump of ignorance developed I the "middle of the channel" between the main
by two nations. The St. Croix was fixed by i land and Vancouver Island.

I
treaty as tl,e boundary on the northeast, but a ! Not until 1872 was this latter question de-
special 'Joint Commission' was required in Icided. It was submitted to the Emperor of
1794 to determine 'what river is the St. i Germany as final arbiter. He decided favor
Croix,' and four years afterward this commis- I ably to the claim of the United States. Thus
sion called for an addition to their instructions this boundary question was prolonged eighty-
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nine years. under eight treaties and fifteen spec
ifications, until final adjustment in its entirety. I
The Oregon boundary remained in dispute up !

to 1847, It may here be appropriately re
marked that the Joint Boundary Commission
of 1818, agreeing on the 49th parallel, might
have carried the line to a satisfactory point had
they not been stopped by fur traders. Two
companies were then attempting to gain pos
session of the territory.

The expedition of Lewis and Clarke, 1804-
6. opened the eyes of England. Jealous lest
Americans should gain an ad\·antage. Laroque
was sent· by the Northwestern Company to
sprinkle the Columbia river country with trad
Ing posts. But Laroque gained no farther
westing than the Mandan Indian village on the
:\Iissouri. In 1806 Fraser, having crossed the
mountains, made the first English settlement by
erecting a post on Fraser Lake. Others soon
foIlo\ved and New Caledonia came into exist
ence, It had remained for daring frontiers
men to open the dramatic contest for posses
sion of Oregon. Diplomats and ministers had
dallied and quibbed. Now the contest had be
come serious and earnest. A German immi
grant. John Jacob Astor, was destined to playa
prominent part in future strategetic movements
for this possession. At forty years of age he
was established in the fur business on the great
lakes. Later. he had another post at the mouth
of the Columbia river. Astoria, a freight port
for furs incoming, and beads and trinkets out
going. In 18ro he dispatched an expedition
of sixty men from St. Louis to the Columbia.
Ffteen months after, depleted by death, the sur
\'ivors reached Astoria. Another company of
about the same number arrived by way of Cape
Horn some time earlier. Other ships followed,
and in 1813 Mr. Astor suffered the loss of the

•
Lark, shipwrecked on the Sandwich, now the
Hawaiian Islands. Nor was this the worst. Of
Mr. Astor's partners, a majority had sold out
to the Northwest Fur Company of Montreal,
an English organization. Property which Mr.

Astor had valued at $200,000 had been thrown
away for $40,000. He saw signs of treachery.
But so far, despite these handicaps, he had out
witted his competitors. They had planned to
forestall him at the mouth of the Columbia.
The failure of Laroque had defeated this
scheme. Another division of the Northwest
Company, in 181 I, had attempted to reach there
ahead of the sagacious American trader. This
party was snowbound and compelled to winter
in the mountains. When they eventually ar
rived Astoria was a reality. The importance of
these events is worthy of notice. Had Laroque
or the other parties anticipated .'\stor, strong
and cumulative evidence would have been af
forded England of prior possession, and this
evidence would have been a power.ful leverage
during the long controversy which followed
concerning the northern boundary of Oregon.

Then, too, the defection of Astor's partners
who had sold out to the Northwest Company
led to an incident in the Oregon Controversy
which is significant. Mr. Barrows says:

"The leading partner in it, and the one who
afterward led off in its sale, received them
(representatives of the Northwest Company)
in a friendly and hospitable way, and not as
ril'als; when they returned from their vain
expedition he supplied them, not only with pro
visions, but with goods for trading purposes
up the river, where they established trading
huts among the Indians and became rivals of
the Americans. Strange to say when the ques
tion of priority of occupation and national sov
ereignty was under discussion at London, fif
teen years afterward, the English put in these
huts of this returning company, as proof that
the English were as early if not earlier in the
Columbia than the Americans."

Here is a case in point which eloquently il
lustrates the supremacy of commercialism over
sentimental statesmanship. Astor's partners
had turned over the post, practically, to the
Northwestern Company. The United States
had been solicited by Great Britain, previous to
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the "Var of 1812, to favor. the Northwest Com
pany as against Mr. Astor, and this request
had been refused. \\Then the war opened Eng
land flamboyantly dispatched a naval force to
the Columbia under orders "to take and destroy
everything American on the Northwest Coast."
On the arri\'al of this fleet in 1813, the com
mander had the barren satisfaction of running
up the English colors and naming the post St.
George. Already it had passed into English
hands via the Northwest Company.

Bad faith of his partners and the chances
of war had, temporarily defeated the plans of
:'fr. Astor. American interests on that coast
\\'ere under a cloud. But the United States was
destined to win out, The 'War of 1812 ,,'as
fairly on. It had been declared on June 12,
1812; the treaty of peace was signed Decem
ber 14, 1814. It contained this clause ma
terially affecting our interests in Oregon: ".-\11
territory, places and possessions whatsoever,
taken by either party from the other during the
war * * * shall be restored without de
lay." Did this provision cover Astoria? Ap
parently the English thought not, for when, in
1817, an American vessel was put in readiness
to occupy that post Mr. Bagot, the English
minister at Washington, opposed it. Two
points are noted in his protest: The post had
been sold to the Northwest Company prior to
the war: therefore ne\'er captured. Secondly,
"the territory itself was early taken possession
of in his majesty's name, and had since been
considered as forming a part of his majesty's
domains." But repossession was granted
despite the protest. In 1818 the Stars and
Stripes again waved over Astoria and the name
"St. George" was relegated to the limbo of the
obsolete.

But the Oregon Question was not dead;
only hibernating. It sprang into life at the
behest of the eloquent Rufus Choate. From his
seat in the senate he said:

"Keep your, eye always open, like the eye
of, your own eagle, upon the Oregon, \iVatch

day and night. If any new developments or
policy break forth, meet them. If the times
change, do you change. New things in a new
world. Eternal vigilance is the condition of
empire as well as of liberty."

For twenty-seven years the threads of dip
lomatic delay and circumlocution were spun out
concerning the status of Oregon. Theoret
ically Astoria had been restored to us; prac
tically the Northwest fur traders thronged the
land, The English company had built a stock
ade fort. It looked as if they intended to hold
possession of the mouth of the Columbia vie
et armis. Indian tribes ranged themselves on
the side of the English. Their minds had been
poisoned; insiduous words had been breathed'
into their ears to the effect that the Americans
\vould steal their lands; the English wanted
only to trade with them for furs. And for more
than'ten years follo\ving the treachous sale of
Astoria, there were scarcely any Americans in
the country. Greenho\\' in his "History of
Oregon and California," declares that at the
period when the Hudson's Bay Company was

I before parliament, in 1837, asking for renewal
Iof its charter, they "claimed and received the
I aid and consideration of government for their

energy and success in expelling the Americans
from the Columbia regions, and forming set
tlements there, by means of which they were
rapidly converting Oregon into a British
colony."

Astoria was restored to the United States
by the Treaty of Ghent in 1814. Yet in that
document there is no allusion made to the

I Northwest Coast, or in fact, any territory west
I of the Like of the \iVoods. Our instructions to

the American plenipotentiaries were to concede
nothing to Great Britain south of the forty
ninth para~lel. Thus the question was left in
abeyance witH no defined boundary between
English and American territory west of the
Lake of the "Voods, The southern boundary
of Oregon was, also, in doubt. It was not
definitely fixed until the Florida Purchase.
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Then it was decided that parallel forty-two, on
the Pacific, running east from that ocean to the
Arkansas, down the river to longitude one hun
dred; on that meridan south till it strikes the
Red river; down the Red river to longitude
ninety-four; due south on it to the Sabine
river; and down the Sabine to the Gulf of
Mexico, should define the southern and western
boundaries of the Louisiana Purchase of 1803.
which up to that period had remained indefin
ite. This act fixed, also, the southern boundarv

•

of Oregon.
Until 1820 congress remained dormant so

far as Oregon interests were concerned. Then
it was suggested that a marine expedition be
dispatched to guard our interests at the mouth
of the Columbia and aid immigration from the
United States. Nothing resulted. In 1821 the
same question was revived, but again permitted
to relapse into desuetude. Mr. Barrows does
not use language too strong when he says:
"There appeared to be a lack of appreciation
of the case, and there was a skepticism and leth
argy concerning that half of the union, which
have by no means disappeared."

In 1814 the question having been reopened
in London Mr. Rush claimed for the United
States from the forty-second to the fifty-first
parallel. This section would embrace all the
waters of the Columbia. Per contra the Eng
lish demanded possession of the northern half
of the Columbia basin. This would have given
us. as the northern boundary of Oregon, the
Columbia river from a point where it intersects
the forty-ninth parallel to its mouth. It is well
to examine. at this point. what such a boundary
would have meant to ·Washington. Had it been
accepted there would. probably. never have been
any state of \Vashington, at least. not as sub
sequently defined. It would have meant the
loss of the following territory, comprised in
the counties of Klickitat. Skamia. Cowlitz.
Clark, Wahkiakum. Pacific. Chehalis. Mason,
Lewis. Pierce. Jefferson. Clallam. Kitsap. King.
Snohomish. Skagit. \Vhatcom. Yakima. Kitti-

tas, Chelan, Okanogan and Ferry, a territory
comprising forty-three thousand, seven hun
dred and sixteen square miles, two-thirds of
the area of the present state of Washington.

Thus remained the status of the dispute un
til 1828. Joint occupancy had now continued
ten years. It must be conceded that the coun
try, owing to this provision, was now numeri
cally British. And English ministers were
eager to avail themselves of the advantages of
this fact. They said: "In the interior of the
territory in question the subjects of Great
Britain have had, for. many years, numerous
settlements and trading posts-several of these
posts on the tributary streams of the Columbia,
several upon the Columbia itself, some to the
northward and others to the southward of that
river. * * * In the whole of the territory
in question the citizens of the United States
have not a single settlement or trading post.
They do not use that river, either for the pur
pose of transmitting or receh-ing any produce
of their own to or from other parts of the
world."

Yet why was this the condition in Oregon
at that period? Simply because the aggressive
ness of the Northwestern Company had op
posed American colonization and fought each
and every advance made by our pioneers. com
mercially and othendse. Nor can it be denied
that for many years Oregon was unappreciated
by the east. To-day it appears. to unreflecting
minds, an extravagant boast to say that only
one-fifth of the domain of the United States
lies east of the Mississippi river. And yet the
statement is true. Only in 1854 did the initial
railway gain the banks of the Father of \Vaters
-at Rock Island. From there progress to the
northwest was. for many years, slow, perilous
and discouraging. Truly, it was a difficult
matter for Oregon to assert herself. In 1828
an "Oregon wave" had swept over congress.
amid considerable feverish interest and pro
longed eloquence. Protracted debate was had
on a bill to survey the territory ,,-est of the
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mountains between 42 degrees and 54 degrees
40 minutes, garrison the land and extend over
it the laws of the United States. The measure
was defeated, again the question slumbered.

But the daring American pioneers of the
west were by no means idle. Unconsciously
they were accomplishing far more toward a
final settlement of the "Oregon Question" than
all the tape-bound documents sleeping in the
pigeon-holes of English parliamentary and
American congressional archives. Of these
pioneers Captain Bonneville should not pass
unnoticed. He was of the army, and with one
hundred of his men he made a two years' hum
ing, trapping and fur-trading expedition, from
the Missouri to the Colorado, and thence to the
Columbia.· In 1832 Nathaniel J. Wyeth or
ganized a company of twenty-two persons, in
Massachusetts, for western exploration. En
thusiastic descriptions of Oregon, written by
HaIl J. KeIly, had contributed greatly to awak
en this interest among the scholarly young men
who formed Wyeth's party. On July 4, 1832,
they had arrived at Lewis' Fork of the Colum
bia. Among them were sickness, disappoint
ment and insubordination. Here the company
divided. Several left to return east; among
them Jacob and John, brothers of Captain
Wyeth. Nathaniel Wyeth and his remaining
companions reached Snake river, and one hun
dred miles north of Salt Lake, established a
trading post. He was ruined by the ever ag
gressive Hudson's Bay Company, which placed
a rival post, Fort Boise, below Fort Hall.
British ministers had impudently declared that
Oregon was settled by Englishmen; that
Americans had no trading posts within its lim
its. And why not? Read the following from
Mr. Wyeth's memoir to congress:

"Experience has satisfied me that the entire
weight of this company (Hudson Bay) will be
made to bear on any trader who shall attempt
to prosecute his business within its reach.
* * * No sooner does an American start
in this region than one of these trading parties

is put in motion. A few years wiII make the
country west of the mountains as completely
English as they can desire."

To the same congressional committee WiII
iam A. Slocum, in a report, goes on record as
follows: "No individual enterprise can com
pete with this immense foreign monopoly es
tablished in our waters. * * * The In
dians are taught to believe that no vessels but
the Company's ships are allowed to trade in the
river, and most of them are afraid to seIl their
skins but at Vancouver or Fort George."

Small wonder that at this time there were
less than two hundred Americans west of the
Rockies. And Canadian law, by act of par
liament, was extended throughout the region
of the Columbia. TheoreticaIly it was joint

i occupation; practically British monopoly. So,
I late as 1844 the British and Fureign Review
I said, brutally: "The interests of tpe company

are of course adverse to colonization.* * *
The fur trade has been hitherto the only chan
nel for the advantageous investments of capital
in those regions."

Truly the Hudson's Bay Company had
adopted a policy of "multiplication, division
and silence." Because meat and beef conduced
to pastoral settlements, so late as 1836, the
company opposed the introduction of catttle.
One of the missionaries stationed at Moose
Facto~ has written this: "A plan which I had
devised for educating and training to some ac
quaintance with agriculture native children,
was. disallowed. * * * A proposal made
for forming a smaIl Indian village near Moose
Factory was not acceded to; and instead, per
mission only given to attempt the location of
one or two old men, .no longer fit for engaging
in the chase, it being carefully and distinctly
stated, by Sir George Simpson, that the com
pany would not give them even a spade toward
commencing this mode of life."

In 1836 when Dr. Marcus Whitman and his
party were entering Oregon, J. K. Townsend,

I a naturalist sent from Philadelphia to collect
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specimens of fauna and flora, said to him at
Walla Walla: "The company will be glad to
have you in the country, and your influence to
improve their servants and their native wives
and children. As to the Indians you have
come to teach they do not want them to be any
more enlightened. The company now have
absolute control over them, and that is all

. "they reqUIre.
And right here is the crux of the differences

between the United States and England con
cerning the territory of Oregon. It was the
aim of the former to develop, improve and civil
ize the country; it was the expressed determina
tion of the latter to keep it in darkness and sav
agery. For in North America the Hudson's
Bay Company was England and English states
men were under the complete domination of
this company's abject commercialism. It has
pleased modern English writers to describe
Americans as "a nation of shop-keepers." But
throughout the whole Oregon contrDversy the
t·nited States stood for progress and civili
zation; England for the long night of ignor
ance and barbarism-for profit. Summed up
by Mr. Barrows the relations to Oregon of the
two countries were as follows:

"The Americans struck Oregon just where
the English failed, in -the line of settlements
and civilization. One carried in the single man
and the other the family; one, his traps and
snares, the other his seed wheat and oats and
potatoes; one counted his muskrat nests, and
the other his hills of corn; one shot an Indian
for killing a wild animal out of season; and
the other paid bounty on the wolf and bear;
one took his newspaper from the dog-mail
twenty-four or thirty-six months from date,
and the other carried in the printing press; one
hunted and traded for what he could carry out
of the country, the other planted and builded
for what he could leave in it for his children.
In short the English trader ran his birch and
batteaux np the streams and around the lakes to
bring out furs and peltries, while the American

immigrant hauled in with his rude wagon, the
•mneteenth century and came back loaded with

Oregon for the American union."
In 1840 the flow of American immigration

into Oregon, especially the missionaries, Lee,
Whitman and Parker, alarmed the Hudson's
Bay Company. It strenuously opposed the
advent of wagons and carriages. Immigrants
were lied to at Fort Hall; were told that it
would be impossible to proceed farther on

I wheels. It is recorded that on this account
many of them reached Dr. Whitman's mission
in a deplorably destitute condition. But all the
artifices of the company could not check the
hegira from the east. It is reserved for an-

I other chapter to relate the experiences of these
pioneers. We have to do here, mainly, with the
final settlement of the great "Oregon Ques
tion" between England and the United States

I -the political struggle for sovereignty.
In 1843 Sir George Simpson, governor of

the Hudson's Bay Company, who had made a
tour of the continent, challenged us in these
words: "The United States will never possess
more than a nominal jurisdiction, nor long
possess even that, on the west side of the Rocky
Mountains. And supposing the country to be

I divided tomorrow to the entire satisfaction of
I the most unscrupulous patriot in the union, I '
I challenge congress to bring my prediction and

its power, to the test by imposing the Atlantic
tariff on the ports of the Pacific."

Thus the great international question of
! tariff was brought into the, Oregon Contro

versy. But we mnst not jump to the conclusion
that Sir George was without some foundation
for his vaporous remarks. At that time the
Hudson's Bay Company had twenty-three posts
and five trading stations in the northwest; it
had absorbed ten rival companies, not leaving
one American or Russian, and had been the
means of putting to rout seven immigrant ex
peditions seeking homes in Oregon.

The Oregon boundary question was still in
dispute. But those Americans familiar with
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the subject were destined to temporary disap
pointment. In J827 it had been referred,
through a convention, to the King of the
Netherlands as arbiter. Both parties to the dis
pute had rejected his decision in 1831. Five
efforts had been made to adjust the boundary
by President Jackson, and five failures had re
sulted. The administration of President Van
Buren closed with the matter still unsettled. In
1842 Lord Ashburton came from London to
negotiate a boundary treaty \\ith Daniel \Veb
ster, secretary of state. A certain boundary
treaty was negotiated, August 9, J842, the h\o
ministers signed it: it \,'as ratified by the sen
ate on the 25th; by the Queen soon after, pro
claimed on No\'ember 10. 1842-and the Ore
gon boundary \\as not in it. Nothing official
whatever alluding to Oregon \\as found there
in. The only boundary touched was one "be
ginning at the monument at the source of the
river St. Croix," terminating at the Rocky
Mountains on the forty-se\'enth parallel. Little
wonder that sectional feeling developed in the
far west.

Dr. Marcus \Vhitman, whose connection
with the "Oregon Question" is treated in an
other chapter, had arrived in \Vashington too
late for any effectual pleas for consideration of
the matter in the treaty just signed. Still. as
Mr. Barrows says. "The pressure of Oregon
into the Ashburton treaty would probably ha,'e
done one of three things, prevented the treaty
altogether, excluded the l.'nited States from
Oregon, or produced a war. Delay and ap
parent defeat were the basis of our real success,
aTjd the great work of Marcus \Vhitman, by
his timely presence at \Vashington, was in
making the success sure."

\Vith Oregon left out the Ashburton treaty
had been ratified. The outlook \\'as. indeed.
gloomy. As a reAex of the insiduous teachings
of the Hudson's Bay Company the following
extract from a speech delivered by Mr.
McDuffie in the C nited States senate is inter
esting. He said:

What is the character of this countr)'? Wh)', as
I understand it, that se"en hundred miles this side of
the Rocky Mountains is uninhabitable. where rain
scarcely ever falls-a barren and sandy soil- mountains
totally impassable except in certain parts, where there
were gaps or depressions, to be reached only by going
some hundreds of miles out of the direct course. 'Well,
now. what are we going to do in a case like this?
How are you going to apply steam? Have you made
anything like an estimate of the east of a railroad run
ning from here to the mouth of the Columbia? Wh)',
the wealth of the Indies would be insufficient. You
would have to tunnel through mountains fi\"e or six
hundred miles in extent. * * * Of what use will

I this be for agricultural purposes? I would not, for that

'

I purpose. gi,'e a pinch of snuff for the whole territor)'.
I wish it was an impassable barrier to secure us against
the intrusion of others. * * * If there was an em-
bankment of "'en fi\'e feet to be remo\'ed. I would not
consent to expend fi"e dollars to remo,'e that embank
ment to enable our population to go there. I thank
God for hi, merc)' in placing the Rocky Mountain,
there.

.\t the time this speech was being delivered
Dr. Marcus \Vhitman was on his wav from
Oregon with "the facts in the case:' informa
tion destined to shed a flood of intelligence on
a rather benighted congr.ess. And, in reality.
our country ,,-as rapidly nearing the end of this
interminable contro\·ers\,. An area of terri-

•

tory sixty-three times the size of Massachusetts
and four times as large as Great Britain and
Ireland was about to come under the protecting
regis of the United States government. The
Hudson's Bay Company had declared. through
its emissaries. that a wagon trip to Oregon was
an impossibility. The same sentiment had been
voiced in the United States senate. It remained
for Dr. Whitman to prove the falsity of stich an
audacious statement. He led a party of two
hundred wagons through to his mission on the
mouth of the Columbia, arriving in October.
1843. And this, too. against vigorous opposi
tion from the Hudson's Bay Company. at Fort
Hall. Then the people began to manifest a
lively interest in the question. This interest had
been stimulated in December. 1842, by a mes
sage from President Tyler, in which he said:
"The tide of population which has reclaimed
what was so lately an unbroken wilderness in
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more contiguous regions, is preparing to flow
over those vast districts which stretch from the
Rocky Mountains to the Pacific Ocean. In ad
vance of the acquirements of individual rights
sound policy dictates that every effort should
be resorted to by the two governments to settle
their respective claims." January 8, 1843, con
gress received news that Dr. Whitman had
made good his claim, and reached his destina
tion. with ~gons, in Oregon. Party spirit,
for there were two parties to the Oregon Con
troversy, aside from the British, ran high. Dr.
Winthrop said: "For myself, certa:inly, I be
lieve that we have as good a title to the whole
twelve degrees of latitude," i. e., up to 54 de
grees 40 minutes. Senator Thomas Benton
voiced the prevailing sentiment of the time in
these words: "Let the emigrants go on and
carry their rifles. We want thirty thousand
rifles in the valley of the Oregon; they will
make all quiet there, in the event of a war with
Great Britain for the dominion of that coun
try. The war, if it come, will not be topical:
it will not be confined to Oregon, but will em
brace the possessions of the two powers
throughout the globe. Thirty thousand rifles on
the Oregon will anihilate the Hudson's Bay
Company and drive them off our continent and
quiet the Indians."

Rufus Choate spoke for peace. He was
followed by pacificatory utterances from others.
Still, there was sufficient vitality in the "Fifty
four forty or fight" to elect President Polk on
such a campaign issue. The population of Ore
gon at the close of 1844 was estimated by Mr.
Greenhow at more than three thousand. The
Indian agent for the government. Mr. White.
placed it at about four thousand; Mr. Hines
said: "In 1845 it increased to nearly three
thousand souls, with some two thousand to
three thousand head of cattle." The west was
warm with zeal and anticipation. In the house
of representatives Mr. Owen, of Indiana, said:
"0 .regon IS our land of promise. Oregon is our
land of destination. 'The finger of nature'-

such were once the words of the gentleman
from Massachusetts (J. Q. Adams) in regard
to this country,-'points that way;' two
thousand Americans are already dwelling in
her valleys, five thousand more * * * will
have crossed the mountains before another year
rolls round." It was the opinion of the senator
from Illinois, Mr. Semple, that ten thousand
would cross the Rocky Mountains the follow-
•mg year.

At last are· oluLi0n was introduced in C0n
gresss "affirming Oregon to be part and parcel
of the territory of the United States from 42
degrees to 54 degrees, 40 minutes, and that
notice should be given at once to terminate the
joint occupation of it:' It was held on the floor
of the house that "no doubts now remain in
the minds of American statesmen that the gov
ernment of the United States held a clear and
unquestionable title to the whole of the Oregon
territory:'

In the region at this time the Hudson's Bay
Company had about thirty "trading posts."
Really they were forts and powerful auxiliaries
to an internecine war. Seven thousand citizens
of the United States were in the same country.
The question of another war with England had
become a live and important issue. To have
stood solidly for 54 degrees, 40 minutes, would
have meant war, and as one gentleman ex
pressed it, "a war that might have given the
whole of Oregon to England and Canada to the
United States." During forty days the ques
tion of giving notice to England of discontinu
ance of joint occupancy was discussed in the
house. It was carried by a yote of one hun
dred and sixty-three to fifty-four. The
struggle in the senate v:as longer. An
idea of the engrosoing nature of the
Oregon topic may be gleaned from the
fact that three score bills and resolutions were
kept in abeyance on the calendar for future ac
tion. Daniel Webster prophesied that war
would not result; that the incident would be
closed by compromise and that the compromise



GENERAL HISTORY.

would be on the boundary line of the forty
ninth parallel. The attitude of the two coun
tries was this: We had offered forty-nine de
grees from the mountains to the Pacific ocean,
not once, but several times; England had of
fered forty-nine degrees from the mountains to
the Columbia, and by that stream to the sea. A
comparatively narrow triangle of land only lay
between the demands of England and conces
sions of the United States. Most excellent
grounds for a compromise. April 23, 1846,
the notice passed the house by a vote of forty
two to ten, with important amendments strong
ly suggestive to both governments to adjust
all differences amicably. No one longer feared
war.

From the point on the forty-ninth parallel of north
latitude where the boundry laid down in existing
treaties and conventions between the United States and
Great Britian terminates, the line of boundary between
the territories of the United States and those of her
Britannic Majesty shall be continued westward along
said forty-ninth parallel of north latitude to the middle

of the channel which separates' the continent from Van
couver's Island, and thence southerly through the mid
dle of the said channel, and of Fucca's Strait, to the
Pacific ocean: Provided, however, that the navigation
of the whole of the said channel and straits south of
the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude, remain free
and open to both parties.

Thus reads the first article of the final
boundary treaty between England and the Uni
ted States, so far as concerns Oregon. But to
mould it into this form and sign the same, fifty
four years, two months and six days had been
required by the two countries. On July 17,
1846, the document, previously ratified, was
exchanged in London between the two govern
ments. But Captain Robert Gray, of Boston,
had discovered the Columbia river May II,

1792, and -fully established a United States
title to tj1e country which it drains. It re
mained yet for a boundary commission, in
1857, to run the line. The first meeting of the
commission was held July 27, of the same
year.

CHAPTER IV.

TRAGEDY OF WHITMANS' MISSION.

"Who will respond to go beyond the Rocky
Mountains and carry the Book of Heaven?"

This was the startling question asked by
President Fisk, of Wilbraham College. It was
an editorial inquiry published in the Christian
Advocate in March, 1833. Yet this ringing
call for spiritual assistance was not initiative
on the part of President Fisk. A Macedonian
cry had been voiced by four Flathead Indians,
of the tribe of Nez Perces, or Pierced-noses.
They had come down to St. Louis from the
headwaters of the Columbia, the Snake, Lewis
or Clarke's rivers, far to westward of the

Rocky Mountains. They were strangers in a
strange land; almost as singular in dress,
speech and accoutrements to the citizens of St.
Louis as would be visitors to us from the
planet Mars. Yet in their distant teepees
among the western foothills of the Rockies,
these four chiefs had heard of the "White
Man's Book" from eager, pushing, tireless and
resourceful pioneers who had followed the trail
made by Lewis and Clarke. Alone and un
assisted by government appropriation, they
had followed the same course down the Mis
souri and the Father of Waters three thousand
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miles to 51. Louis. This was in 1832. The
peculiar mission 0: these Indians was the open
ing act of the Whitman tragedy. Mr. Barrows

_, ' "The massacre ran riot through eightsa). '
days, and Dr. Marcus Whitman and wife, of
th~ American Board, and thirteen or more as
sociates, were savagely killed on the 29th of
Koyember, 1847, and days following. It was
the bloody baptism of Oregon, by the like of
\\'hich the most of the American states have
come to form the union."

At the period of the arrival of these four
;\ez Perce chiefs Indians were not an uncom
mon sight in St. Louis. At certain seasons the
suburbs of the city were fringed with teepees
and wickiups. So, at first, but little attention
was paid to them, otherwise than to note their
strange dress and unknown dialect. It is not
difficult to gather how they had learned of the
White Man's Book. Their own rude eloquence
addressed to General William Clarke at part
ing conveys this information. After a long
time passed in the city, after two of them had
gone to the happy hunting ground, the survi
vors made their desires known, and it appears
their request was, perforce, denied. Transla
tion of the Bible into an Indian dialect is not
the work of a few days or months. The two
remaining Indians decided to return home;
their mission a failure. The pathos of their
complaint is in the spirit, if not the words, of
one of the chiefs in his farewell speech to Gen
eral Clarke:

"1 come to you over a trail of many moons
hom the setting sun. You were the friend of
my fathers who have all gone the long way.
I come with one eye partly opened, for more
lIght for my people who sit in darkness. I go
b k 'h Iac' WIt both eyes closed. How can I go
back blind to my blind people? I made 111Y
way to' . he . . ) ou WIt strong arms, through many
nemles and strange lands, that I might carry

back much to them. I go back with both arms
br.aken and empty. The two fathers who came
WIth u<-th 'b .. e raves of manv wmters and wars-

I '
, -we leave here by.your great waters and wig-

wam. They were tired in many moons and
their moccasins wore out. My people sent me
to get the \Vhite Man's Book of Heaven. You
took me to where you allow your women to
dance, as we do not ours, and the Book was not
there. You took me to where they worshipped
the great spirit with candles, and the Book was
not there. You shewed me the images of good
spirits and pictures of the good land beyond,
but the Book was not amnog them to tell us
the way. I am going back the long, sad trail
to my people of the dark land. You make my
feet heavy with burdens of gifts, and my moc
casins will grow old in carrying them, but the
Book is not among them. When I tell my
poor, blind people, after one more snow, in the
big council, that I did not bring the Book, no
word will be spoken by our old men or by Ol1r
young braves. One by one they will rise up
and go out in silence. My people will die in
darkness, and they will go on the long path to
the other hunting grounds. No white man
will go with them and no White Man's Book
to make the way plain. I have no more
words."

Of this utter failure to secure a copy of the
Bible, Mr. Barrows says, pertinently:

"In what was then a Roman Catholic city
it was not easy to do this, and officers only were
met. It has not been the policy or practice of
that church to give the Bible to the people,
whether Christian or pagan. They have not
thought it wise or right. Probably no Chris
tian enterprises in all the centuries have shown
more self-sacrificing heroism, foreseen suffer
ing and intense religious devotion than the la
borers of that church, from 1520, to give its
type of Christianity to the natives of North
America. But it was oral, ceremonial and pic
torial. In the best of their judgment, and in
the depths of their convictions, they did not
think it best to ruduce native tongues to writ.:
ten languages and the Scriptures to the vernac
ular of anv tribe."-
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But the eloquence of this speech had fallen

on appreciative ears. A young clerk in Gen
eral's Clarke's office, who had heard the sad
plaint of the chief, wrote to George Catlin, in
Pittsburg, historian and painter, an account of
the scene. Thereafter events moved rapidly;
the seed was sown and the harvest was about
to be fulfilled. One Indian only lived to return
to his people, without the Book, but it cannot
be said that his mission was a failure. The edi
torial appeal of President Fisk produced re
sults. Measures were at once taken by the
American Board of Commissioners for For
eign Missions, and the Methodist Board of
Missions to send missionaries to Oregon.
Revs. Jason and David Lee were pioneers in
this scriptural crusade. They went under ap-

. pointment of the Methodist Board. They were
followed the next year by Revs. Samuel Par
ker and Marcus \Vhitman, M. D., sent by the
American Board of Commissioners. In the
summer of r835 the latter arrived at the Amer
ican rendezvous on Green river. Accompanied
by a body of Nez Perces, from which people
the four chiefs had gone to St. Louis, Rev.
Mr. Parker went to Walla Walla and on to
Vancouver. And with him he carried the
"Book." Dr. Whitman returned to the states
the same fall, married Narcissa Prentice, and
organized an outfit with which he returned,
with his bride, to Oregon, arriving at \Valla
Walla in September, r836.

•
The question as to whether or no Dr. Whit-

man "saved Oregon to the United States" will
remain forever a question of casuistry. Events
might have shaped themselves as they subse
quently did, had Whitman not made his long
midwinter ride to Washington, D. C, to lay
his facts and fears before the president. Every
thing might have resulted in the retention by
the United States of all of Oregon south of the
49th parallel, had no warning cry come from
the far northwest, a culverin shot announeing
the attempt of England to seize the country,
not only by force of majority colonization, but

through artifices of the Hudson's Bay Com- I
pany. At a dinner in Waiilatpu, attended by

•

Dr. Whitman, news was received that a Colony
· I

of English, one hundred and forty strong, were I
then near Fort Colville, three hundred and fifty!· ,
miles up the Columbia.. A young priest leaped :
to his feet, threw his cap into the air and cried:
"Hurrah for Oregon! America is too late
and we have got the country!"

This is but one of the many significant
signs witnessed by \Vhitman. He was a man
of foresight; he had seen and realized the
wealth, position and future possibilities of Ore
gon as had no other American at that period.
And he rode on to \Vashington and told hi;
story. It will be read in the preceding chapter
that not until he had done so did the American
congress act. Of the personality of Dr. Whit
man one who knew him contributes the follDlY
ing picture:

"Marcus Whitman once seen, and in our
family circle, telling of his one business he had
but one was a man not to be forgotten by the
writer. He was of medium height, more com
pact than spare, a stout shoulder, and large
head not much above it, covered with stiff.
iron gray hair, while his face carried all the
moustache and whiskers that four months had
beeen able to put on it. He carried himseli
awkardly, though perhaps courteousiy enough
for trappers, Indians, mules and grizzlies, hi,
principal company for six years. He seemed
built as a man for whom more stock had been
furnished than worked in symmetrically and
gracefully. There was nothing peculiarly
quick in his motion or speech, and no trace of a
fanatic; but under control of a thorough
knowledge of his business, and with deep, ar
dent convictions about it, he was a profound
enthusiast. A willful resolution and a tena
cious earnestness would impress you as making
the man." .

Sordid motives have been attributed to Dr.
Whitman's efforts in behalf of Oregon. One
writer has assumed that his sole object was to
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I

Continuance of his little mission atsecure .
\
" "1 tpu But there is abundance of evidence',all a .

that his ideas were of broader scope than this.
Let it be noted that efforts to depreciate Whit
man suddenly ceased as late as 1891. That
rear there was found in the archives of Wash
: gtOll DCa letter from him proposing a111 , • 0'
bill for a line of forts from the Kansas river to
the Willamette. In the Walla Walla Union
Journal of August IS, 1891, the letter was first
published. It has been reproduced in ~r. 0 ..
\\'. ~ixon's work, "How Marcus WhItman

O "Sared regon :

To tht Hon. James W. Porter, Secretary of War:
Sir :-In compliance with the request you did me the
honor to make last winter while at Washington, 1
herewith transmit to you the synopsis of a bill, which,
ii it could be adopted, would, according to my exper
i~J1ce and obsen-ation, prove highly conducive to the best
interests of the United States generally; to Oregon,
whue I have resided for more than seven years as a
missionary, and to the Indian tribes that inhabit the
intermediate country.

The government wilJ doubtless for the first time
be apprised through you, and by means of this communi
catioll, of the immense migration of families to Oregon.
which has taken place this year. 1 have, since our in
len-iew, been instrwnental in piloting across the route
described, in the accompanying bill, and which is the
only eligible wagon road, no Jess than fam
ilies, consisting of one thousand persons of both sexes,
with their wagons, amounting in all to one hundrt:d and
twenty-six; six hundred and ninety-four oxen and
","en hundred and seventy-three loose cattle.

Your familiarity with the government's policy,
duties and interests. render it unnecessary for me to
more than hint at the several objects intended by the en
closed bill, and any enlargements upon the topics here
:mggested as inducements to its adoption, would be quite
superflous, if not impertinent. The very existence of
such a system as the one above recommended suggests
the utility of pOSloffices and mail arrangements, which
It IS the wish of all who now live in Oregon to have
granted them, and 1 need only add that the <:ontracts
for this purpose will be readily taken at reasonable rates
tor transporting the mail across from Missouri to the
mOllth of the Columbia in fony days, with fresh horses
at each of the contemplated posts. The ruling policy
propostd, regards the Indians as the police of the
COUntry· \Vh b', 0 are to e relied upon to keep the peace,
not onh· f th I. or emse ves, but to repel lawless white men
and prevent b d' ..' an Ittl, under the solitary guidance of the
'lipenntend t f hen 0 t e several posts, aided by a well-

directed system to indu<:e the punishment of crimes.
It will only be after the failure of these means to pro
<:ure the delivery or punishment of violent, lawless and
savage acts of aggression, that a band or tribe should
be regarded as conspirators against the peace, or pun
ished accordingly by force of arms.

Hoping that these suggestions may meet your ap
probation, and conduce to the future interests of our
growing country, I have the honor to be, Honorable
sir, your obedient servant,

MARCUS WHITMAN.

Certainly it is reasoning from slender, un
substantial premises to assert that the great in
fluence exerted upon President Tyler and Sec
retary Webster by Whitman was founded on
so slight a pretext as saving to him, personally,
the humble mission at Waiilatpu. Whitman
must have been a man with "an idea," larger
than that to have commanded respect from the
ablest statesmen of his day; to have crystalized
public sentiment into a desire for the whole of
Oregon; to have smelted patriotism into the
heraldic proclamation of defiance to England,
"Fifty-four forty or fight."

If Whitman were purely selfish, why should
he have announced his intention, in 1843, of
personally conducting a large train across the
mountains? Security of his mission did not
depend on this. On the contrary the advance
of civilization, with attendant churches, would
tend to do away entirely with missions to the
Indians.

As we approach the melancholy close of Dr.
Whitman's varied career as explorer, mission
ary and statesman, one can not fail to be im
pressed with a feeling that less devotion to a
patriotic sense of duty would have conduced to
his personal safety. Two antagonists were ar
rayed against him and his political, as well as
his spiritual, plans; primarily the Hudson's Bay
Company, and the Indians, indirectly influ
enced by the ~ame commercial corporation. The
policy of the company was to keep the country
in the condition of a vast game preserve for the
purpose of breeding fur-bearing animals.
Naturally this pleased the Indians. It was di
rectly in line with their mode of Ii fe. The pol-
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•anes.
Of this direful plot Whitman was apprised

by Istikus, a Umatilla friend. The: doctor

\Vhitman tragedy and the immediate cause of
the outbreak. Undoubtedly this will be found
to lie in the innate superstition of the savage,
educated or uneducated. Following the return
of Whitman from Washington, in 1843, the In
dians in the vicinity of the mission at \Vaiilatpu
were restless and insurbordinate. There is evi
dence that at this period Whitman scented dan
ger. He contemplated removal to The Dalles
for safety, and had even gone so far as to ar
range for the purchase of the Methodist Mis
sion at that point. Two personal enemies were
arrayed against him; Tamsuky, a Cayuse chief,

I and Joe Lewis. The latter, was a sullen, re
vengeful half-breed, one who had 'wandered to
the mission, been befriended by the doctor, and
secretly became the head center of a murderous
plot.

Measles became epidemic among the In
dians during the summer of 1847, introduced
among the Cayuse tribe by immigrants. It was
Indian medical practice to treat all fevers by
placing the patient in a sweat-house, followed
by a bath in ice-cold water. Under, such ig
norant ministrations many of the patients, of
course, expired. They died, too, under the
medical attendance of Dr. Whitman, whose ut
most vigilance could not save his patients from
the sweat-house and the fatal douche. It was
at this critical period that the treacherous Lewis
circulated reports that the doctor was poison
ing instead of healing his patients. Lewis af
firmed that he had overheard Whitman and
Spalding plotting to obtain possession of the
country. It was finally decided by some of the
mfluential chiefs of the tribe to demand of Dr.
Whitman a test case of his professional skill.
An Indian woman afflicted with the measles

,was given in his charge. The terrible alterna
tive, secretly decided upon, was this: Should
the woman recover, all would be peace; should
she die the Indians were to kill all the mission-

"Freedom's battle, once begun,
Bequeathed by bleeding sire to son."

icy of American colonization was smybolized
by the axe and the plow; complete demolition
of profitable hunting grounds. And of this
latter policy Dr. Whitman was high priest and
propagandist.

Since the discovery of America Indian wars
have been like

In a letter written by Washington to Jay,
in 1794, the first president says: "There does
not remain a doubt in the mind of any well
informed person in this country, not shut
against conviction, that all the difficulties we
encounter with the Indians, their hostilities, the
murders of helpless women and innocent chil
dren along our frontiers, result from the con- I

duct of the agents of Great Britain in this
country." Historical justice demands, how
ever, that we assign the primary cause of the
Whitman massacre to the entagling circum
stances of the Indians on the Columbia, under
two rival peoples and conflicting policies. Also
the general character of the Indians as uncivil
ized and superstitious, must be duly considered.
Before the tragedy, as since, many Americans
were cruel, deceitful and aggressive in their
treatment of the unsophisticated savage. Those
who have philosophically watched the trend of

'. current events in the past twenty-five years need
not be told that more than one Indian outbreak
can be directly traced to low cupidity and
peculation among our government officials. To
a certain extent this cruelty and deception had
been practiced upon the Indians by lawless
white men prior to the Whitman massacre. To
day we can not come into court with clean
hands for the purpose of accusing the English
pioneers of Oregon. If their policy was one
designed to check the march of western civili
zation, it was certainly devoid of the sometimes
satanic cruelty shown by Americans towards
the Indians.

We now come to the savage details of the
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t eated the story with levity. Not so Mrs.
~hitman. With the sensitive intuition of
woman, she fully comprehended the dread sig
nificance of Istikus' story, and, though intrepid
by nature, the heroine of a dangerous pioneer
journey across the continent, she became
alarmed, and was in tears for the first time since
the death of her child eight years before. Dr.
Whitman reassured her the best he could, and
renewed his promise to move down the river.
It was too late. On the fatal 29th of Novem
ber, r847, great numbers of Tamsuky's adher
ents were in the vicinity of Waiilatpu. Their
sinister presence added to the alarm of Mrs.
Whitman. Survivors o£ the massacre said
that the hills were black with Indians looking
down upon the scene. About one o'clock in the
afternoon of the 29th, while Dr. Whitman was
reading, a number of Indians entered his room,
and, having attracted his attention, one of them,
said to have been Tamchas, buried his hatchet
in the head of his benefactor. Another savage,
Telaukait, one who had received nothing but
kindness, beat the face to a pulp. Bloody work,
thus began, was speedily followed with relent
less brutality. None of the white men, scat
tered and unsuspecting, could offer adequate
assistance. They were quickly shot down with
the exception of such as were remote. Five
men escaped. After incredible suffering they
finally reached a place of safety.• Mrs. Whit
man was the only woman who suffered death.
Other women were outraged, and children, boys
and girls, held in captivity several days. Will
Iam McBean, the Hudson's Bay Company's
agent, at Fort WalIa Walla, refused to harbor
Mr. Hall, who had escaped as far as the fort,
and he subsequently perished. A courier was
despatched by McBean to Vancouver but this
man did not even warn the people at The Dalles
of danger. Happily they were unmolested. So
SOOn as Jam D I th· .es Ollg as, en chIef factor In the
place of D Who
h

r. Itman, heard of the massacre,
e sent Pet Sk 0 ..er een gden, With a force, to

reSCUe the .
survIvors. Ogden exhibited a com-

mendable zeal and efficiency, and by the expen
diture of several hundred dollars, ransomed
forty-seven women and children.

FolIowing are the names of the victims of
this outbreak; the people slaughtered during
the eight days of murderous riot: Marcus
Whitman, Narcissa \Vhitman, John Sager,
Francis Sager, Crockett Brewley, Isaac GiIIen,
James Young and Rogers, Kimball, Sales,
Marsh, Saunders, Hoffman and Hall. After
wards there was found on the site of the massa
cre a lock of long, fair hair, which was, un
doubtedly taken from the head of Mrs. Whit
man. Among the relics of this tragedy, in
Whitman College, it is now preserved. An ac
count of the escape of Mr. Osborne was pub
lished a number of years ago. It is a graphic
description of the horrors of the event, and
from it we take the following extracts:

As the guns fired and the yells commenced I
leaned my head upon the bed and committed myself and

•
family to my maker. My wife removed the loose floor.
I dropped under the floor with my sick family in their
night clothes, taking only two woolen sheets, a piece
of bread and some cold mush, and pulled the floor over
us. In five minutes the room was full of Indians, but
they did not discover us. The roar of guns, the yells
of the savages, and the crash of clubs and knives, and
the groans of the dying continued until dark. We
distin<:tly heard the dying groans of Mrs. Whitman,
Mr. Rogers and Francis, till they died away one after.
the other. We heard the last words of Mr. Rogers in
a slow Yoice, calling, "Corne, Lord]esus, come quickly."

Soon after this I removed the floor and we went out.
We saw the white face of Francis by the door. It was
warm. as we laid our hand upon it, but he was dead.
I carried my two youngest children. who were sick, and
my wife held on to my clothes in her great weakness.
We had all been sick with measles. Two infants had
died. She had not left her bed for six weeks till that
day, when she stood up a few minutes. The naked.
painted Indians were dancing a scalp dance around a
large fire at a little distance. There seemed no hope
for us and we knew not which way to go, but bent
our steps toward Fort Walla Walla. A dense, cold
fog shut out every star and the darkness was complete.
We could see no trail and not even the hand before the
face. We had to feel out the trail with our feet. My
wife almost fainted, but staggered along. Mill Creek,
which we had to wade, was high with late rains and
came up to the waist. My wife in her great weakness
came night washing down, but held to my clothes. I
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braced myself with a stick, holding a child in one arm.
I had to cross live times for the <:hildfen. The water
was icy cold and the air freezing some. Staggering
along about two miles Mrs. Osborne fainted and could
go no further, and we hid ourselves in the brush of
the Walla Walla river, not far below the lodges of
Tamsuky, a chief who was very active at the commence
ment of the butchery. We were thoroughly wet, and the
cold, fog-like snow was about us. The cold mud was
partially frozen as we crawled, feeling our way into the
dark brush. We could see nothing the darkness was so
extreme. I spread one wet sheet down on the frozen
ground; wife and children crou<:hed upon it. I covered
the other over them. I thought they must soon perish
as they were shaking and their teeth rattling with cold.
I kneeled down and commended us to our Maker. The
day IinaJly dawned and I could see Indians riding
furiously up and down the trail. Sometimes they would
come close to the brush and our blood would warm and
the shaking would stop from fear for a moment. The
day seemed a week. I expected every moment my wife
would breathe her last. Tuesday night we felt our way
to the trail and staggered along to Sutucks Nima
(Dog Creek), which we waded as we did the other
creek, and kept on about two miles, when my wife
fainted and could go no farther. Crawled into the
brush and frozen mud to shake and suffer on from
hunger and cold, and without sleep. The children, too,
wet and cold, called incessantly for food, but the shock
of groans and yeJls at lirst so frightened them that they
did not speak loud. Wednesday night wife was too
weak to stand. I took our second <:hild and started for
WaJla WaJla; had to wade the Touchet; stopped fre
quently in the brush from weakness; had not recovered
from measles. Heard a horseman pass and repass as
I lay concealed in the willows. Have since learned it
was Mr. Spalding. Reached Fort Walla WaJla after
daylight; begged Mr. McBean for horses to go to my
family, for food, blankets and clothing to take to them,
and to take care of my child till I could bring my
family in should I live to lind them alive. Mr. McBean
told me I could not bring my family to his fort. Mr.
Hall came in on Monday night, but he could not
have an American in his fort, and he had him put over
the Columbia river; that he could not let me have
horeses or anything for my wife or children, and I must
go on to UmatiJla. I insisted on bringing my family to
the fort, but he refused; said he would not let us in.
I next begged the priest to show pity, as my wife and
children must perish and the Indians, undoubtedly, kill
me. but with no success.

There were many priests at the fort. Mr. McBean
gave me breakfast ·but I saved most of it for my family.
Providentially Mr. Stanley, an artist, came in from
Colville, and narrowly escaptd the Indians by teJling
them he was "Alain." H. B., meaning that his name
was Alain and that he was a Hudson's Bay Company
employe. He let me have his two horses, some food
he had left from Revs. Ellis' and Walker's mission;

also a cap, a pair of socks, a shirt and handkerchief,
and Mr. McBean furnished an India.. who proved 1II0S/

faithful, and Thursday night we started back, taking my
child, but with a sad heart that I could not find mercy
at the hands of God. The Indian guided me in the thick
darkness to where I supposed I had left my dear wife
and children. We could see nothing and dared not call
aloud. Daylight came and I was exposed to Indians, but
we continued to search till I was about to give up in
despair, when the Indian discovered one of the twigs I
had broken as a guide in coming out to the trail. Follow
ing this he soon found my wife and children still alive.
I distributed what little food and clothing I had and we
started for the Umatilla, the guide leading the way
to a ford.

Mr. Osborne and family went to William
ette Valley where they lived many years, as
honored members of the community, though
Mrs. Osborne never entirely regained her
health from the dreadful experiences incident
to the massacre and escape.

The most ingenious casuisty will fail to
])alliate the heartlessness of Mr. McBean. At
the present day when charity, chivalry, nay,
self-sacrifice to aid the suffering meet with
heartiest approval from nearly all civilized na
tions, it is difficult to conceive of such base mo
tives as appear to have actuated him. That he
reflected the baser qualities of the Hudson's
Bay Company's policy, no one can reasonably
deny. It seemed necessary to him to show the
Indians that so far from reproving their con
duct the representative of the company was in
sympathy, if not in actual collusion with the
savage conspirators. McBean's attitude on this
occasion stands forth as one of the darkest
chapters in the history of the Hudson's Bay
Company's "joint occupancy" with Americans
of the territory of Oregon.

If further proof were wanted of the appar
ent understanding between the Indians and the
company the case of the artist who gave his
name as "Alain," representing himself as con
nected with the interests of the Hudson's Bay

•
Company is before us. Refusal of assistance to
Mr. Osborne by the priests at Fort Walla Walla
is readily understood. Their tenure of spiritual
office wai dependent on the company. Their
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heartless action was not based on theological
No difference of creed enteredantagOOlsm.

. the matter They were guided simply byInto •
rsonal interest; they were but another form

pe .. Hd'
oi the abject creatures to whIch the u son s
Ba Company sought to reduce all their de
pe:dents. But in the annals. of A~erican his
tory there is no more pathe~c re~lta~ than the
story of Osborne's and Hall s rejectIOn at the
English fort to which they had fled for. shelter.

A less distressing case of a few weeks later
is presented in the following extract from
some reminiscences of Mrs. Catherine Pringle,
formerly of Colfax. Mrs. Pringle was one of
the Sager children, adopted by Doctor and Mrs.
Whitman. The story of the "Christmas din
ner" which follows was given by her to the
Commoner, of Colfax, in 1893 :

The Christmas of 1847 was celebrated in the midst
oi an Indian village where thE: American families who
kept the day were hostages, whose lives were in constant
danger. There is something tragically humorous about
Ihat Christmas, and I laugh when I think of some things
that I cried over on that day.

When the survivors moved to the Indian village a
set of guards was placed over us, and those guards were
vagabond savages, in whose charge nobody was sate.
Many times we thought our final hour had come. They
ordered us around like slaves, and kept us busy cook
ing for them. Whenever we made a dish they compelled
us to eat of it first, for fear there was poison in it.
They kept up a din and noise that deprived us of peace
by day and sleep at night. Some days before Christmas
we complained to the chief of the village who was sup
posed to be a little generous in our regard. and he gave
us a guard of good Indians under command of one
whom we knew as "Beardy." The latter had been
iriendll' to Dr. Whitman; he had taken no part in the
massacre, and it was claimed that it was through his
mtercession that our lives were spared.

. We hailed the coming of Beardy as a providential
thmg, and so, when the holiday dawned, the elder folks
resoived to make the children as happy as the means
at hand would allow. Mrs. Sanders had brought across
the piams with her some white flour and some dried
peaches. and these had been brought to our abode in
William G ' " .ray S mISSIon. WhIte flour was a luxury and
so were d . d
b ne peaches then. Mrs. Sanders made white

read on Ch . .. nstmas mornIng, and then she JIlade peach
Pie. Beardy had been so kind to us that we had to in-
Vlle him to Ch .
m . OUr nstmas dinner. We had ever so

any pIe .
s, It seemed, and Beardy thought he had tasted

3

nothing so good in all his life. He sat in one comer
of the kitchen and crammed piece after piece of that
dried pie into his mouth. We were detennined that he
should have all the pie he wanted,even if some of us
went hungry, because Beardy was a friend on whose
fidelity probably our lives depended.

And so we had our Christmas festival, and we sang
songs and thanked heaven that we were still alive. After
dinner, and about an hour after Beardy went away, we
were thrown into alarm by a series of mad yells and \'r'e
heard Indian cries of "Kill them! Tomahawk them!"
A band of savages started to attack the' Gray residence,
and we saw thtrn from the windows. Our time had
come and some of us began to pray. The day that
opened with fair promises was ahout to dose in despair.
To our amazement and horror the Indian band was led
by Beardy himself, the Indian we counted On to police us
in just such emergencies. He was clamoring for the
death of all the white women. Fortune favored us at
this critical juncture for just as the Indians wtre enter
ing the house messengers arrived from Fort Walla
\Valla. The messengers knew Beardy well, and they
advanced on him and inquired the reason for his wild
language.

Me poinsoned 1" cried Beardy, "Me Killed. White
squaw poisoned me. Me always white man's friend,

I now me enemy. White squaw must die."
• That would be a liberal translation of the Indian

words. Then followed a colloquy between Beardy and

I
the messengers, and from the language used we learned
lhat Beardy had suffered from an overdose o' American

I pie, and not knowing about the pains that lie in wait
after intemperate indulgence even in pie, he rushed to
the conclusion that he had been poisoned. It required
a long time for the messengers to convince Beardy that
they were innocent of any intention to ('aust him pain,
but that he was simply suffering from the effects of
inordinate indulgence in an indigestible luxury. The
messengers talked Beardy into a reasonable frame of
mind; he called off his horde of savages and peace once
more spread her wings over the William Gray mission.
We were all happy that night-happy that Mrs. Saun
dres' pie had not been the means of a wholesale
slaughter of white families on Christmas day.

The messengers I speak of brought good news from
the fort. Succor was at hand, and on December 29th
we were moved to the fort and started down the river
to The Dalles. January 3, 1848. The Christmas of the
year 1847, as it was celebrated in this territory, offers
something of a contrast to the yuletide merriment in all
the churches and homes to-day.

We have described the Whitman Mission,
Whitman's mid-winter journey, his work for
Oregon and the massacre. It remains to speak
of the Cayuse war which followed as a nat
ural sequence.



CHAPTER V

THE CAYUSE WAR.

Friends of Mr. McBean have come forward
with an explanation of his treatment of the
refugees from the Waiilatpu massacre. It is
claimed tht his reluctance to do any act which
appeared like befriending Americans was
through fear of the Cayuse Indians and a be
lief that they were about to begin a war of ex
termination upon Americans, their friends and
allies. Therefore it would be dangerous to
assist such Americans as were then seeking re
fuge from massacre, outrage and torture.

It was reserved for Americans, however, to
take the initiative in this war. News of the
Whitman tragedy stirred the hearts of genuine
men; men in whose veins ran the milk of hu
man kindness instead of ice-water. On the day
following the massacre Vicar General Brouillet
visited the \Vaiilatpu mission. He found the
bodies of the victims unburied; he left them
with such hasty interment as was possible, and
soon after met Mr. Spalding whom he warned
against attempting to visit the mission. This
was, indeed, a friendly act on the part of the
Vicar General, for the horrors of this tragedy
did not come to a close on the first day. While
it was safe for Brouillet, in close touch with the
Hudson's Bay Company, to repair to that sad
scene of desolation, it was not considered safe
for any Americans to visit the spot. On Tues
day Mr, Kimball, who had remained with a
broken arm in Dr. Whitman's house, was shot
and killed. Driven desperate by his own and
the sufferings of three sick children with him,
he had attempted to procure water from a
stream near the house. The same week Mr,
Young and Mr. Bulee were killed. Saturday
the savages completed their fiendish work by

carrying away the young women for wives. Of
the final ransom of the captives F. F. Victor, in
"The Rivel' 0 f the West," says:

"Late in the month of December (r847)
there arrived in Oregon City to be delivered to
the governor, sixty-two captives, bought from
the Cayuses and Nez Perces by Hudson Bay
blankets and goods; and obtained at that price
by Hudson's Bay influence. 'No other power
on earth,' says Joe Meek, the American, 'could
have rescued those prisoners from the hands of
the Indians,' and no man better than Mr. Meek
understood the Indian character or the Hud
son's Bay Company's power over them."

On December 7, r847, from Fort Van
couver, James Douglas sent the following let
ter to Governor Abernethy:

SIR :-Having received intelligence last night, by
special express irom Walla Walla, of the destruction of
the missionary settlement at Waiilatpu, by the Cayuse
Indians of that place, we hasten to communicate the
particulars of that dreadful event, one of the most
atrocious which darkens the annals of Indian crime.

Our lamented friend, Dr. Whitman, his amiable and
accomplished lady, with nine other persons, have fallen
victims to the fury of these remorseless savages, who
appear to have been instigated to this appalling crime by
a horrible suspicion which had taken possession of their
superstitious minds, in consequence of the number of
deaths from dysentery and measles, that Dr. Whitman
was silently working the destruction of their tribes by
administering poisonous drugs, under the semblance of
salutary medieines.

With a goodness of heart and a benevolence truly
his own, Dr. Whitman had been laboring incessantly
since the al'pearance of the measles and dysentery
among his Indians convertsJ to relieve their sufferings;
and such has been the reward of his generous labors.

A copy of Mr. McBean's leiter, herewith trans
mitted, will give you all the particulars known to us of
this indescribably painful event. Mr. Ogden, with a
strong party, will leave this place as soon as possible
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for Walla Walla, to endeavor to prevent further evil;
and we beg to suggest to you the propriety of taking
immediate measures for the protection of the Re\". Mr.
Spalding, who, for the sake of his family, ought to
abandon the Clearwater mission without delay, and re
tire to a place of safety, as he cannot remain at the
isolated station without imminent risk, in the present
excited and irritable state of the Indian population.

I have the honor to be, sir. your most obedient
servant, JAMES DOUGLAS.

,
The reception of this letter was followed

by intense excitement- among people in the
Wallamet settlement. The governor was au
thorized to mobilize a company of riflemen, not
exceeding fifty in number, their objective point
being The Dalles, which they were instructed
to garrison and hold until such time as they
could be reinforced. Three commissioners
were chosen to carry out such provisions. The
commissioners addressed a circular letter to the
superintendent of the Methodist Mission, the
"merchants and citizens of Oregon" and the
Hudson's Bay Company. This document is
raluable as explaining existing conditions in
Oregon at that date, December 17, 1847:

GENTLEMEN:- You are aware that the undersigned
have been charged by the legislature of our provisional
government with the difficult duty of obtaining the
necessary means to obtain full satisfaction of the Cayuse
Indians for the late massa~re at Waiilatpu, and to pro
tect the white population of Qurcommon country from
further aggression. In furtherance of this subject they
have deemed it their duty to make immediate applieation
to the merchants and citizens of the country for the
requisite assistance.

Though clothed with the power to pledge to the
fullest extent the faith and means of the present govern
ment of Oregon, they do not consider this pledge the
only security to those, who, in this distressing' emer
gency, may extend to the people of this country the
means of protection and redress.

Without claiming any special authority from the
government of the United States to contract a debt to
be liquidated by that power, yet from all precedents of
hke character in the history of our country, the under
Sign d ., e teel confident that the United States government
~11l regard the murder of the late Dr. Whitman and his
ady, as a national wrong, and will fully justify the
people of Oregon in taking acliv.e measures to obtain
;edress for that outrage, and for their protection from
Urther aggression.

The right of self defense is tacitly acknowledged

to every body politic in the confederacy to which we
claim to ·belong, and in every ease similar to our own,
within our knowledge, the general government has
promptly assumed the payment of all liabilities growing
out of the measures taken by the constituted authorities
to protect the lives and property of those who reside
within the limits of their districts. If the citizens of
the ~tates and territories, east of the Rocky Mountains,
are justified in promptly acting in such emergencies, who
are under the' immediate protection of the general
government, there appears no room for doubt that the
lawful acts of the Oregon government will receive a
like approval.

Though the Indians of the Columbia have com
mitted a great outrage upon our fellow citizens passing
through the country, and residing among them, and
their punishment for these murders rna)", and ought to
be, a prime object with every citizen of Oregon, yet,
as that duty more particularly develops upon the gov
ernment of the United States, we do not make this the
strongest ground upon which to found our earnest ap
peal to )"ou for pecuniary assistance. It is a fact well
known to every person acquainted \...·ith the Indian
chara'cter, that by passing silentl)" over their repeated
thefts, robberies and murders of our fellow citizens, the)"
have been emboldened to the commission of the ap
palling massacre at Waiilatpu. They call us women.
destitute of the hearts and courage of men, and if we
allow this wholesale murder to pass by as former ag
gressions, who can tell how long either life or property
will be secure in any part of the country, or what
moment the Willamette will be the scene of blood and
carnage

The officers of our provisional gO\'ernment ha"e
nobly performed their duty. None can doubt the readi
ness of the patriotic sons of the west to offer their
personal services in defense of a cause so righteous.
So it now rests with you, gentlemen, to say whether
our rights and our firesides shall be defended or not,

Hoping that none will be found to falter in so high
and so sacred a duty, we beg leave, gentlemen, to sub
scribe ourselves,

Your servants and fellow citizens,
JESSE ApPLEGATE,
A. L. LoVEJOY,
GEO. L. CURRY,

Commissioners.

This patriotic communication produced a
certain effect, though not, perhaps, financially
commensurate with the hopes of its authors.
The amount secured was less than' five thousand
dollars, but this sufficed to arm and equip the
first regiment of Oregon riflemen. In the
month of January they proceeded to the Cayuse

•

countrv.•
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Weare now acquainted with the agency
through which the ransomed missionaries,
their wives and children reached the Willa
mette valley in safety. Concerning the people
,,:ho were brought from Lapwai and Tchima
kin, it may be said to the credit of the Indians
that though one band, the Cayuses, were mur
derers, two bands, the Nez Perces and Spo
kanes, were saviors. Few narratives are more
thrilling than that relating to Fathers Eells and
'Valker, who attended the council of theSpo
kanes at Tchimakin, which council was to de-

o

cide whether or no to join the Cayuses. On
•

their decision hung the lives of the missionaries.
Imagine their emotions as they waited with
bated breath in their humble mission house to
learn the result of the Indians' deliberations.
Hours of animated discussion followed; argu
ment with the Cayuses emissaries; and finally
the Spokanes announced their conclusions in
these words: "Go and tell the Cayuses that the
missionaries are our friends and we will defend
them with our lives."

The Nez Perces arrrived at the same con
clusion. Bold though these Cayuses were-e
the fiercest warriors of the inland empire-e
their hearts must have sunk within them as they
saw that the Umatillas, the Nez Perces and the
Spokanes and, even at that particular period,
the Hudson's Bay Company, were all against
them, and that they must meet the infuriated
whites from the Willamette. The provisional
government had entered upon the work of
equipping fourteen companies of volunteers.
The act of the legislature providing for this had
been passed December 9, 1847. A large ma
jority of these volunteers furnished their own
horses, arms and ammunition. This, too, with
out thought of pecuniary gain or reimburse
ment. The response to the circular letter of
the commissioners had been prompt, open
handed and hearty.

Coruelius Gilliam, father of W. S. Gilliam,
of Walla Walla, was chosen colonel of the reg
iment. He was a man of superlative energy,

brave and resourceful, and, pushing all neces
sary arrangements, he set forth from the ren
dezvous at The Dalles on February 27, 1848.
Several battles occurred on the way into the
Cayuse country, the most severe being at Sand
Hollows, in the Umatilla country. Fi"e Crows
and 'Var Eaglt:, famous fighters of the Cayuse
tribe, had gathered their braves to dispute the
crossing of this region with the Oregon ritle
men. Five Crows flamboyantly claimed that
by his wizard powers he could stop all bullets
while ,,yar Eagle's gasconade was couched
in the boastful statement that he would
agree to swallow all missles fired at him.
This same spirit of braggadocio has, through
out all historical times, animated pagan sol·
diers. During the war with the Filipinos the
natives were solemnly told by their priests that
all bullets fired by American soldiers would
turn to water before reaching them.

Mark the result of the engagement between
the avengers of Dr. \,yhitman and the supersti
tious Cayuses. At the first onset the "Swallow
Ball" was killed, and the "wizard" was so seri
ously wounded that he was compelled to retire
from the war.

Nevertheless the Indians maintained a
plucky fight. A number of casualties were sui
fered by the whites. But at last the Indians

! were compelled to break, and the way for the
i first regiment of Oregon riflemen was clear to
•

o Waiilatpu. The desolated mission was reached
by Colonel Gilliam's command March 4. Here
the soldiers passed several days to recuperate
from the effects of a short but arduous cam
paign, and give to the remains of the martyrs
of the Whitman massacre a reverent burial.
Some of the dead had been hastily covered with
earth by Vicar General Brouillet, and his com
panions; others when ORden .ransomed the
captives. but afterward they tad been partially
exhumed by coyotes; hyena-like allies of the
dastradly Cayuses.

The Indians had now fallen back to Snake
river. Following them thither the whites were,
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somewhat, outgeneraled by the wily savages, an
event that has been duplicated several times in
Indian wars of more recent date. The Oregon
riflemen surprised and captured a camp of
Cayuse Indians among whom, as was afterward
divulged, were some of the murderers of Dr.
'Whitman and his friends at Waillatpu. The
Machiavellian Cayuses suddenly professed
great friendship for the Oregon avengers, and,
pointing to a large band of horses on a hill,
declared that the hostiles had abandoned them,
and gone across the river. This deception was
sl1ccessful. Completely deluded the whites
surrounded the camp and, rounding up the
horses, started on their return. It was the hour
of temporary Cayuse triumph. The released
captives, mounting at once, began a furious at
tack on the rear of the batallion of riflemen
,~hich proved so harrassing that the volunteers
were compelled to retreat to the Touchet river,
and finally, although they repelled the Indians,
they were forced to turn loose the captured
horses. These animals the strategetic Indians
immediately seized and with them vanished
over the plains. They had outwitted Gilliam's
men. Not only had they secured life and lib
erty for themselves, but had actually recovered
the bait with which they had inveigled the vol
unteers into a trap.

It was SOon made evident that the Cayuse
Indians had no real desire to fight. The whites
insisted on a surrender of the murderers of Dr.
Whitman and his people. Finding that the vol
unteers were in earnest in making this demand
the treacherous tribe scattered in different di
rections; Tamsuky, with his friends, going to
the headwaters of the John Day river. There,
de£~ite various efforts to capture them, they re
roamed two years. In r&50 a band of Uma-
till 'as undertook the task of securing them for
~ ,

aI, and after fierce and desperate resistance,
killed T uk .ams y and captured a number of hIS
murderous compatriots. Of these captives five
were h d .ange at Oregon CIty, June 3, r850.

The Cayuse Indians, however, assert that

only one of these condemned and executed In
dians were really guilty of participation in the
horrible deeds at Waiilatpu. That one, they de
clared, was Tamahas, who struck Dr. Whitman
the fatal blow. The claim that the others were
innocent may be true, so far as the actual mur
der of the doctor or his friends is concerned.
but as accessories to a great-indeed, a national
crime they were, undoubtedly, guilty. If they
were not, it is but one more instance of lament
able failure to apply either punishment or mercy
accurately, which has characterized all Indian
wars on both sides. The innocent have
borne the sins of the guilty in more ways
than one.

In this Cayuse war many men, who after
'ward became famous in Oregon and \Vashing
t0n history took an active part. Among them
may be named James Nesmith, who was United
States Senator. He was the father of Mrs. Levi
Ankeny, of Walla \;Valla, present United States
senator from Washington. William Martin, of
Pendleton, Oregon, was one of the captains in
the corps of rifle men during this war. Joel
Palmer, Tom McKay, J. M. Garrison and
many others bore their part in the beginning, or
later in the maturer development of the coun
try. Colonel Gilliam, who had shown himself
to be a brave and sagacious commander, was
accidentally killed on the return of his trooops, a
most melancholy close of a career full of prom
ise to this country, then slowly unfolding its
wealth of varied industries.

In taking leave of this stirring epoch in the
history of a certain portion of the, now, state of
Washington, pursuit, capture and punishment
of principals and instigators of the murder of
Dr. Whitman, and his associates in missionary
work, it may be said in the way of retrospec
tion that, grevious as was the end of Whitman's
career, no doubt it will ultimately be seen to
have produced greater results for this region
and the world than if he had survived to have
enjoyed a well-merited rest from his labors.
Subsequent development of this section, the
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founding of \Vhitman College, and the whole
train of circumstances arising from American
occupation of Oregon may be seen, in some
measure, to have grown out of the tragedy at
vVaiilatpu. Here. as elsewhere, martyrdom
appears a necessary accompainment to the most
brilliant progress in civilization.

'Vhile the offense of these Indians can not
be condoned, charity compels the admission that
the ignorant creatures were scarcely more re
sponsible than the wild beasts who, also. dis
puted this territory ,vith civilized man. The
very superstition which it is the duty of e,-ery

missionary to eradicate from pagan minds as
speedily as possible, is primarily to blame for
the undoing of Dr. 'Vhitman. Steeped in this
barbaric superstition, pampered by the Hud
son's Bay Company, treacherously deceived by
agents and emissaries of the great octupus of
the Northwest Coast, we can not hold these
sa,-ages to a higher degree of responsibility than
the source from which they drew their grew
some inspiration. But in 1848 the progress of
western civilization demanded their suppres
sion, if not ultimate remo,-al, along with the
coyote and rattlesnake.

CHAPTER VI.

OTHER I~DIAN OUTBREAKS-1855-1858.

Previous to J 859 the territory of Oregon
comprised the present states of vVashington,
Oregon and Idaho. It is not within the proy
ince of this history to follow the careers of In- I
dian "braves;' Indian thie,-es and Indian raps
callions along the entire course of their devious
warpaths throughout all of the country out
lined aboye. Of the Indian wars immediately
affecting 'Vashington, the territory covered by
these annals, it becomes our duty to treat them
in an impartial yet concise manner.

The massacre of the 'Vard train, by the
Snake Indians, occurr.ed near Fort Boise in the
autumn of 1854. Determined to show the In
dians that the government would not remain in
active in the face of such outrages Major Gran
,-ille O. Haller organized an expedition with
which he pushed over into the Snake country,
from Fort Dalles. Xothing tangible resulted
from this march other than a demonstration in,

force; the Indians retreated into the mountains;
Major Haller and his soldiers returned to The
Dalles. During the summer of 1855. however,

he made another attempt to reach the Snake In
dians, and this time successfully, finally captur
ing and executing the murderers of the Wanl
party.

Discovery of gold in the vicinity of Fort
Colville incited a stampede to that country.
This was in the spring of 1855. At that period
Governor Stevens was making his famous east
ern tour through the territory engaged in treat
ies and agreements ,vith the ,-arious tribes. and
this gold discovery so excited the members ot
his escort that it was with difficulty they \\'ere
prevented from deserting. On meeting \\'ith
the Kettle Falls, Pend d'Oreilles, Spokanes and
Coeur' d'AJenes Governor Stevens had told
them that he would negotiate with them for the
sale of their lands on his return. Offers to jJur
chase lands by the whites had always been re
garded with suspicion by the Indians. To them
it appeared the preliminary step toward sub
jugation and domination of the country which.
perhaps was not an unusual view of the matter.
The gradual but steady increase of the white
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'as far from pleasing to the Indians; theymenII. .
dl'ssatisfied with the tenns of treaties al-were .

d . neO'otiated, and one chief Peupeumox-rea I b

mox' "Yellow Bird," ~as on. the eve of repudi-

t· 0' the sale of certam terntory.a Inb

The first note of defiance was sounded by
Pierre Jerome, chief of the Kettle Falls Indians,
abont .\ugu~t I, 1855. He declared emphat
icallr that no white man should pass through
his ~ountry. This declaration was soon fol
101l'ed by rumors of murders committed by the
Yakimas..\. number of small parties had set
forth from the Sound en route to Fort Co1
rille. yia ~isqually pass and the Ahtanahm
Catholic mission. Such was the report com
municated by Chief Garry, of the Spokanes, to
.\. J. Bolon, special agent for the Yakimas. It
,,"a5 Bolon's intention to meet GOl"ernor Stev
ens on the latter's return from Fort Benton. and
assi,t at the councils and treaties. But on re
ceiring these sanguinary reports Bolon rashly
deflected his course for the purpose of investi
gating them. He went, unattended to the Cath
olic mission to meet Kamiakin, and was mur
dered by Oll'hi, a nephew of Kamiakin, and
chiei of the Umatillas. who treacherouslv shot-
him in the back.

Then Kamiakin declared Irar on the whites,
IIhich war. he said. he was prepared to carry
0n fiye years, if necessary. The gauntlet had
betn thrown down and war was inevitable. The
rumor of whites having been killed by the
Yakimas was confinned by miners returning
£n,m Fort C1oville, on September 20. A
requisition for troops from Vancouver and
Steilacoom was at once made by acting GOI'o
ernor Mason. Fears for the safety of Governor
Stevens warranted sending a detachment to his
aSSIstance. A force of eighty-four men from
Fan Dalles, under Major Haller, was ordered
to proceed against Kamiakin and Peupeumox
moxt· ]'£" 110 C l1e s most to be dreaded. Haller's
°hbjective point was the Catholic mission, the

Ome of K . k'amla m. He set forth October 3.
Indians were discovered the third day out.

A sharp skirmish ensued in the afternoon of
that day, and at nightfall the Yakimas with
drew. Of Haller's force eight men were killed
and wounded. On the following day the fight
was renewed, the whites being without water
and having but very little food. 'The Indians
attempted to surround Haller, and so sharp was
their attack that at dark a messenger was des
patched to Major Raines, at The Dalles, asking
for assistance. On the third day of this en
gagement, which II'as in reality a signal defeat
for the whites, the cavalry horses and pack ani
mads were turned loose to find water and grass.
Haller determined to return to The Dalles, and
was again attacked by the Indians who, for ten
miles, harassed the retreating soldiers with a

, sharp, running fire. The force separated into
two divisions, one of them being under the com
mand of Captain Russell. Two detachments
of reinforcements failed to connect with Haller,

I for any effective stand against the enemy, and
I Major Haller reached The Dalles with a loss
I of fh'e men killed, sel'enteen wounded and con
i siderable government property. It was esti
I mated that the Indians suffered a loss of forty
I

killed.
The disastrous result of this initial cam

paign against the Yakimas inflamed both sol
diers and civilians, Preparations for a war of
considerable magnitude ,vere hastily made. It
was reported at Forts Vancouver and Steila
coom that there Irere fifteen hundred fighting
braves in the field against the whites. One

i company of volunteers ,vas called on from
I Clarke, and one from Thurston county, these

I
i companies to consist of eighty-five men each.

,t
' Acting Governor 2\fason asked for arms from

the commanders of the revenue cutter Jefferson
Davis and sloop of war Decatur., which were
furnished promptly. Company B, of the Puget
Sound Volunteers. ,ras organized at Olympia,
Gilmore Hays, captain, James S. Hurd, first
lieutenant, \Villiam Martin. second lieutenant,
Joseph Gibson, Henry D. Cock, Thomas
Prathar, and Joseph White. sergeants; Joseph
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S. Taylor, Whitfield Kirtley, T. Wheelock and been extremely critical and fault-finding. He
John Scott, corporals. On the 20th they re- was particularly severe on the volunteers nor
ported at Fort Steilacoom and on the 21st, un- did he spare Majors Raines and Haller. One
der command of Captain Maloney, set out for of General Wool's orders, which appears to
White river to reinforce Lieutenant Slaughter, have given great offense to the citizen~ of Ore
who had gone into the Yakima country with gon, was to disband the company enrolled to
forty men. proceed to the relief of Governor. Stevens. and

The history of Nesmith's campaign against this order was subsequently bitterly resented
the Yakima Indians is uneventful. J. W. by the governor. The result of Wool's con
Kesmith was placed in command of several vol- duct was what might have been expected; con
unteer companies, organized by proclamation tentions between the regulars and volunteers,
of Acting Governor Mason, numbering, rendering void their efficiency and making it
all told, about seven hundred men. They impossible for them to co-operate. Practically
were enrolled at Seattle, Olympia, Van- futme campaigns against the hostiles were in
couver and Cathlamet. James Tilton was the hands of the volunteers. January 1I, 1856,
appointed adjutant-general of the volun- General \iVool received information of Indian
teer forces and Major Raines was in com- troubles in Southern Oregon and California,
mand of the regulars to cooperate with and he left for San Francisco, having first as
Nesmith. The volunteers and regulars formed signed command of the Columbia River Dis
a junction at Simcoe Valley on November 7.: trict to Colonel George 'iVright, with head
The day following there was a sharp skirmish quarters at The Dalles.
with the Indians, but the latter finding the force In the Puget Sound district the year 1855
of the whites greatly augumented were timid, was punctuated with a number of Indian trag
and more inclined to retreat than advance. Be- edies. Lieutenant McAllister and M. McCon
ing supplied with fresh horses they could escape nell, of McConnell's prairie, were killed by the
easily. and were driven up the Yakima river to hostiles in October of that year. Sunday, the
a narro\\' gap in the mountains where they 28th, in the White Valley, the Indians fell upon
made a feeble stand. Haller and Captain Augur the farming settlements. W. H. Braman, wife
charged them, upon which they retreated and and child, H. H. Jones and wife, Simon Cooper
fled down the other side of the mountain, leav- and George E. King and wife were killed.
ing the whites in possession. On the loth they Others escaped to Seattle. The death of Lieu
made another stand, and an attempt was made tenant Slaughter, in December, 1855, cast a
by the volunteers and regulars to surround heavy gloom over the "arious communities then
them. Owing to a misunderstanding a charge in the territory. \Vhile in command of sixty
\vas made at an inopportune moment, and again five men, on Brannans' prairie, Lieutenant
the "'ilv foe were enabled to retreat in compar- Slaughter was sitting at night in a small log
ati \'e safet~·. On reaching the Ahtanahm mis- house. For the purpose of drying their wet
sion it was found deserted and, after a number clothing the soldiers had started a small fire
of unimportant movements, Nesmith pushed on near the door of the cabin, and the Indians.
to Walla Walla. Major Raines reported to guided by this light were able to shoot Slaugh
Ge:1eral 'iVool, who had recently arrived in the ter through the heart. Without uttering a
territory. The latter was supplied with four word he fell dead from his chair. An attack
thousand stand of arms, a large amount of am- on Seattle, in December of the same year. was
unition and had with him fifty dragoons. repulsed with heavy losses to both sides. the

General \Vool at this period appears to have !. sloop of war, Decatur. taking a prominent part
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, this fight and doing good execution. Other
~nited States vessels, including the Active and
Massachusetts, were conspicuous in defense of
the town. It was aboard the Decatur that the
sanguinary Patkanim delivered the heads of In
dians for which a bounty was offered. Pat
kanim had entered into a contract with the ter
ritorial government by which he was to receive
eighty dollars apiece for all heads of Indian
chiefs, and twenty dollars for the heads of war
riors. Subsequently these ghastly trophies were
forwarded to Olympia. In this horrible hunt
for hostile heads Patkanim was assisted by
eighty warriors of the Snoqualimich and
Skokomish tribes, and, also, a chief called John
Taylor. The United States 'navy at that time
rendered most valuable services in repulsing
Indian attacks along ·the shore-line of Puget
Sound, Working in conjunction with the land
forces of the whites the guns of the ships at
times did terrible execution among the painted
sal'ages. On the morning of October 22, 1856,
a party of Indians surrendered to the com
mander of the Massachusetts and wer.e taken
to Victoria. It was generally supposed that the
severe treatment accorded unfriendly Indians
on the Sound would result in the abandonment
of depredations in that vicinity. But on August
II, 1857, a party of savages landed at Wbidby
Island. killed a man named 1. N. Eby, decapi
tated him and looted his house before an alarm
could be given. Nor was this the extent of
later depredations. It became necessary for
vessels heavily armed to cruise in the sound
and through Fuca Strait.

Our territorial limitations demand that we
return to the Yakima countrY where Indian hos
tilities were renewed. In O~tober. 1855 rumors
were rife of a combination of Oregon and
Yakima Indians. It was reported, also, that the
?es. Chutes, Walla Wallas and Cayuses were
Inclined to be unfriendly. To prevent such a
combination Indian Agent Olney had been sent
from The Dalles to Walla Walla. It was con.
strued as an unfavorable circumstance that

Peupeumoxmox should have been found on the
north side of the Columbia. Other signs indi
cated the truculency of Peupeumoxmox, and he
even denied that he had ever sold the Walla
Walla valley. To Olney it seemed apparent
that the chief was preparing to join the Ya
kimas in a war against the whites. It was de
cided in conference between Agent Olney and
McKinlay, Anderson and Sinclair, officers of
the Hudson's Bay Company, to destroy the
amunition in Walla Walla to prevent it from
falling into the hands of the Indians. It was,
therefore, thrown into the river. All whites
were then ordered to leave the country, and this
order included Sinclair, who abandoned prop
erty in the fort valued at $37,000.

To a winter campaign against the Indians
in the Yakima valley, Colonel Nesmith was
stoutly opposed. He directed attention to the
fact that his horses and men were exhausted,
some of the latter being severely frost-bitten
and otherwise unfit for duty. One hundred and
twenty-five of them had been discharged. How
ever, Governor Curry ordered Major M. A.
Chinn to proceed to Walla Walla and join
Nesmith. This order was followed by a general
uprising of the Indians. Chinn resolved to
fortify the Umatilla agency, and await rein
for.cements, believing it impossible to form the
contemplated union with Nesmith. Accord
ingly Chinn, who had arrived at the agency
November 18, 1855, where he found the build
ings destroyed, erected a stockade and named
the same Fort Henrietta, in honor of the wife
of Major Haller. Later Kelly arrived and suc
ceeding reinforcements gave him four hundred
and seventy-five men. The first sally from
Walla Walla was made on December 2. The
force of three handred and ninety-nine men
was met by Chief Peupeumoxmox, who carried
a white flag at the head of a band of warriors.
Following a conference the Indians were held
as prisoners and, during a subsequent attack
on Waiilatpu, were killed.. The truculent chief
of the Walla Wallas met his death early in the
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insurrection of which he was the instigator.
The fight at Waiilatpu continued through the
7th, 8th and 9th, the fortunes of war being tem
porarily with the Indians. Reinforcements for
Kelly arrived on the roth, from Fort Henrietta,
thus enabling the whites to snatch victory from
the jaws of defeat, and continue the pursuit of
the Indians until nightfall. Kelly then built
Fort Bennett, two miles above \Vaiilatpu.

It is impossible to attempt a description of
the battle between the upper and lower cascades
of the Columbia river without being brought
face to face with another bltmder of General
\Vool. However valuable may have been his
services during the Mexican war, and no one
could justly censure any portion vf his career
in those campaigns, truth compels the state
ment that General \Vool's knowledge of Indian
warfare was limited. Undoubtedly his inten
tions were the best, but he appears singularly
unfortunate in a number of his military orders
while at the head of the troops in \Vashington
and Oregon.

About the middle of December, 1855, Kelly
received news of the resignation of Colonel
Nesmith. The latter was succeeded by Thomas
R. Cornelius, and Kelly, anxious to return to
civil duties, gave his command to Davis Layton.
A. M. Fellows took the place of Captain Ben
nett, Fellows being succeeded by A. Shepard,
and the latter by B. A. Barker. Thus was
effected a partial reorganization of the volun
teer forces in the Walla Walla valley. On the
return of Governor Stevens, who arrived in
camp December 20, he expressed himself as
highly gratified by the assistance rendered us
by the Oregon trooops. During the ten days he
remained in the Walla Walla valley, a com
pany of home-guards, composed of French
Canadians, was formed and officered by Sidney
E. Ford, captain, Green McCafferty, first lieu
tenant. It was decided, after discussion with
the Oregon volunteers, to intrench \Valla Walla
and hold the same until the regular trooops
were prepared to prosecute another campaign.

Similar means of defense were provided for the
Spokane and Colville.

Before his return to Olympia GOvernor
Stevens expressed his appreciation of the serv
ices of sixty-nine K ez Perce volunteers in a
substantial manner. He directed that they be
cordially thanked, mustered out of service and
their muster rolls forwarded to Olympia for
future payment. No one can gainsay this
judicious measure, for it was of the utmost im
portance to retain the friendship of any tribe of
Indians disposed to be at all friendly toward the
whites. In return for the generous treatment
by Governor Stevens the Nez Perces coven
anted to furnish horses with which to mount
the Oregon volunteers.

The return of Governor Stevens and Kellv.
•

the one to Olympia, the other to Oregon City,
was marked in each instance by a series of pub
lic ovations from the people. January 19, 1856.
the governor was received with a salute of
thirty-eight guns; Kelly was given a public
banquet and escorted to the hall, an honor
worthily bestowed on one who, without doubt,
had prevented a dangerous coalition between
the Indians of Northern \Vashington and
Southern Oregon. But the praiseworthy
efforts of Oregon were not to cease at this point.
A proclamation was issued by Governor Curry
on January 6, 1856, asking for five companies
to be recruited in Yamhill, Polk, Clackamas.
Marion and Linn counties, supplemented by
forty men to round out the skeltonized company
of scouts under Captain Conoyer. These troops
arrived at Walla Walla about March 1.

Nine days later the campaign was opened by
Colonel Cornelius who started with six hundred
men. The plan was to proceed along the Snake
and Columbia rivers to the Palouse and Ya
kima; thence to Priest's Rapids and down the
east bank of the Columbia to the mouth of the
Yakima. During this march a few Indians
were found, but no heavy engagement followed,
and the command reached the Yakima March
30. Here ominous reports wer~ received. Be-
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en the two cascades of the Columbia were
twe

U
mber of settlements. These had been ata n

t ked bv hostile Indians.ac •
One blunder of General Wool's, to which

attention has been called, was made at this junc
ture. 011 his arrival from California he had
found at Vancouver three companies of in
fantry. He ordered two of these to repair to
Fort Steilacoom. The territory of the hostile
KJikitats and Yakimas adjoined a portage be
t\\'een the cascades, on which portage a large
quantity of government stores was exposed.
This I\'as a strong inducement to the Indians to
attack the point, and it should have been heav
ily O'uarded. On the contrary the company at

, b

the Cascades, on March 24, was sent away,
\\'ith the exception of eight men under com
mand of Sergeant Matthew Kelly. The latter
I\'as a member of the 4th in fantry. The upper
aud lower ends of the portage were connected
hy a wagon road. The stream above the port
age was named Rock Creek, on which was a
sal\' mill. In this vicinity were a number of
families and the trading post of Bradford &
Company. An island in the river was con
nected ,,'ith the mainland by a bridge. The first
steamer to run on the Columbia, trading be
n\'een The Dalles and the Cascades, was the
.11ar3'. This craft was at her landing near Rock
Creek. The block-house was! located about
midway between the t,vo cascades and near it
hed the families of George Griswold and \\1.
K. Kilborn.

General Wool, after giving his orders.
\\'hich resulted so disastrouslv had returned to-,
California. The force of Colonel Wright had
mO\'ed from The Dalles; his rear left un
guarded. At the upper settlement of the Cas
cades, on the morning of March 26, a force of
Klikitats and Yakimas appeared with hostile
demonstrations. Some of the settlers had gone
to their daily avocations, but the hour being
early, the crew of the Mary had not reached
th: boat. The Indians who had taken their po
sltlon under cover of darkness opened the

fight, if such an attack on almost defenseless
settlers could be termed a fight, with a rapid
rifle fire from the brush. One of the whites was
shot dead and a number wounded at the first
volley. It developed into an Indian massacre
accompanied by all the horrid features inci
dental to such scenes, and those who fell vic
tims to rifle balls were immediately toma
hawked and scalped. Among the first to fall
was the family of B. \V. Brown. Himself,
wife, a young boy and his sister, eighteen years
of age, were slain and thrown into the river.

Bradford & Company's store, a log struc
ture, appeared to be the only place of refuge,
and to this fled the workmen on the bridge and
a number of settlers. Then began the memor
able siege of the Cascades. Of the forty people
gathered in the store building eighteen were
able to make a defensive showing, and armed
with nine government rifles which, with some
ammunition, had been left of the store to be for
warded to Vancouver. they replied to the fire of
the enemy to the best of their ability. All ad
vantages of position were with the hostiles.
They were concealed on higher ground and, ap
parently, had the settlers at their mercy. It was
in the first onslaught of this savage attack that
James Sinclair, one of the Hudson's Bay Com
pany's agents, was killed. He was shot through
an open door in a manner similar to the assas
sination of Lieuten!nt Slaughter.

Prm'identially the steamer Alary was not
captured. An attack was made upon the boat
and the fireman. J ~mes Linsay, shot through the
shoulder. A negro cook, having been wounded,
leaped into the stream and was drowned. One
Indian was shot and killed by the engineer.
Buskminister. and John Chance, son of the
steward, killed another hostile. To effect the
escape of the boat it became necessary for Har
din Cheno",eth. tIle pilot, to manipulate the
wheel while lying prone on the floor of the pilot
house. The families of Sheppard and Vander
pool ventured from the shore in skiffs, and were
picked up in midstream. The gallant little
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jacent house by three soldiers. The congres_
sional report of "Indian Hostilities in Oregon
and Washington Territories," II-I2, gives the
names of the plucky garrison of this block
house. They were M. Kelly, Frederick Beman,
Owen McManus, Lawrence Rooney (killed in
the first attack), Smiley, Houser, Williams,
Roach and Sheridan. On the second day of the
fight the latter four went out and returned
with the dead and wounded.

An attack on the Lower Cascades did not
result in loss of lives. Many of the settlers

•
were warned of the assault on the block-house
by a half-breed boy, who informed W. K. Kil
born and urged him to leave the neighborhood.
Kilborn owned a Columbia river freight boat,
and by means of this craft he saved the lives of
his own family and those of several others. Ar
riving at Vancouver Kilborn apprised the resi
dents of that place of the outbreak. This news
threw the people into consternation, and they
expected momentarily to be attacked. The dif
ficult problem presented was to send reinforce
ments to the Cascades and retain, at the same
time, sufficient force to prote'ct Vancouver. To

I the Hudson's Bay Company's fort, for greater
safety, Colonel Morris removed the women and
children of the garrison. In his "History of
Washington, Idaho and Montana," Hubert
Howe Bancroft states that Coloneil Morris
"refused arms to the captain of the volunteer
home guards in obedience to the orders of
General Wool." Mr. Bancroft says further:

"I take this statement from a correspondent
of the Olympia Pioneer and Democrat of April
25, 1856, who says that KeIIy, of the volun
teers, went to the officer in command at that
post and requested to be furnished with arms, as
all the arms in the country had gone to furnish
a company in the field-Captain Maxon's. 'He
was insulted-told to mind his own business.'
A few days later a consignment of arms from
the east arrived, for the use of the territory,
and the settlers were furnished from that
snpply."

Mary was then off up the river for succor. Sev
eral fatalities afterward occurred among the
settlers and a number of hairbreadth escapes
are recorded., The Indians fired the miIl and
lumber yards and tried desperately to burn the
log store. The absence of water was added to
the elements of horror surrounding the be-

. .
seiged settlers. Within the store one man was
dead, Sinclair, and four others severely
wounded. A few dozen bottles of ale and whis
key comprised the liquids available for thirty
nine people, the greater number being women
and children.

In this dire emergency justice demands that
credit be given to a Spokane Indian in the party
who risked his life to procure water from the
stream. At first he succeeded in getting water
only sufficient for the wounded, but the suc
ceeding day he was enabled to fiII two barrels
and convey them inside the store. Meanwhile
the imprisoned settlers were harassed by fears
for the safety of the Mary. The capture of this
boat meant utter failure to receive reinforce
ments and relief.

The attack on the block-house below Brad
ford & Company's store was simultaneous with
the assault above. The garrison comprised nine
persons, five of whom only were inside the
structure at the time of the unexpected attack.
The Indians had massed themselves on an ad- I

Jacent hill. One of the garrison who had been
caught outside the block-house was, shot
through the hip, but managed to crawl to the
door, where he was admitted. Cannon was
brought to bear on the enemy, and soon
afterward the neighboring settlers came
running to the rude fort for protec
tion. A number of them were kiIled, but such
as reached the fort alive were taken inside. Dur
ing four hours a heavy fire was kept up by both
sides. and an attempt to fire the block-house at
night was repulsed. The Indians prowled about
with horrid yeUs, and did what damage they
could do to surrounding property. Some pro-

• •
VISIons were procured on the 27th from an ad-
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If such was the order of General Wool it
. ;nly exhibits a marked degree of hostility

cer,~.

toward the volunteers of Washington and Ore-
and unpleasantly emphasized one moregon,

blunder on tlle part of the veteran of the Mexi-
c;.11 war. It will be noted in another portion of
thi, chapter that the brunt of the fighting in the
,,,nouS Indian outbreaks fell upon volunteers.
The efforts of the regulars were purely sup
plementary and were not conducted with the
success worthy of the most ordinary tactician.

Lieutenant Philip Sheridan, of whom we
now hear for the first time in connection with
military movements, on the morning of the 27th
leit on the steamer Belle for the Cascades. With
him were a small detach'ment of one company
assigned by General Wool for the protection of
Vancouver. Fugitives were met, in the river;
some of them on a schooner, others in a
balteau. The men among these settlers, flying
for their lives, immediately volunteered to re-

•

tum and participate in the punishment of the
hostiles, an exhibition of manliness which fully
illustrates the spirit which invariably animated
the Washington and Oregon volunteers, despite
the severe and unwarranted strictures of Gen
eral Wool. A reconnoitre was made by Sheri
dan on arriving at the lower end of the portage,
and the condition of affairs at the Cascades and
the block-house was gkaned from some Cas
cade Indians. On the Washington side of the
Columbia Sheridan landed his men; the boat
being sent back for more ammunition to Van
COuver. Two of Sheridan's men were shot
down while effecting a landing. Relief of the
block-hot1se was not effected immediately as
the party was unable to advance during the day.

On the steamer Fashion another relief party
\ras enroute from Portland. Thirty men had
been recruited by Benjamin Stark and H. P.
Dennison on the 26th, and this number was in
creased by other volunteers from Vancouver.
It IV~S midnight, the 26th, that Colonel Wright
Tetelved news of the attack on the Cascades.
He had removed from The Dalles with his

troops to Five-Mile Creek, where he was en
camped. With two hundred and fifty men he
went back to The Dalles, boarded the steamers
Mary and Wasco, and reached the Cascades on
the morning of the 28th. At the latter place
it was the belief of the garrison that the Mary
had been captured by the Indians. With only
four rounds of ammunition left, and in ignor
ance of the arrival of Sheridan, the settlers in
their desperation had determined to board a
government flat-boat and go over the falls
rather than fall into the hands of the Indians.
The pleasure with which they caught sight ()f
the Mary and W usco rounding the bend of the
river can be better imagined than described.
With the timely ari val of these troops the In
dians disappeared. Under command of Colonel
Steptoe two companies of the 9th infantry, a
detachment of dragoons anq the 3rd artillery
advanced to the block-house and from this point
to the landing below. Lieutenant Sheridan's
command corning up at the same time alarmed
the Indians and they vanished with remarkable
celerity. Colonel Steptoe lost one soldier and.
one hostile was killed. Subsequently nine In
dians who were identified as having engaged
in the massacre at the Cascades were captured
and executed.

It was the opinion of Governor Stevens,
formed after his return to Olympia, that Indian
hostilities in the immediate future were to be
confined to the Yakima country and Walla
Walla valley. January 21, 1856, in a special
message addressed to the legislative assembly,
he dwelt with great earnestness on the desirabil
ity of acquiring title to the country unincum
bered by Indian claims. This had been the mo
tive of his recent trip to the country of the Nez
Perces, Coeur c'Alenes and other tribes far to
the eastward of the Cascade range. He said
that nearly all the different tribes whom he had
interviewed had been, apparently, quite willing
to concede this point. But the governor added
that he had been deceived in this respect, and
that it would now be necessary to send soldiers

•
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Stevens to deploy troops east of the Cascade
range. Of this fact the Indians in that country
took advantage. It required the best diplomatic
efforts of Lieutenant-Colonel Graig to hold the
Nez Perces and Spokanes to their allegiance.
and finally, July 24, Captain Robie informed
Colonel Shaw that the Nez Perces had become
recalcitrant, declared hostile intentions and re
fused all offers of government supplies. It \\':'S

at this annoying juncture of affairs that Gal"
ernor Stevens decided to go to \Valla Walla
and hold a council. He found conditions de·
cidedly worse than had been reported. .-\1
though Colonel Wright had been pressed to
join the council he declined, urging that it
would be better to establish at \Valla Walla a
strong military post with Stepoe in command.

This council was not crowned with the
most satisfactory results. The Cayuses, Des
Chutes and Tyghes, although they arrived in
the yicinity of the meeting place, were disposed
to be sullen and unfriendly. They refused to
pay a visit to Governor Stevens, exhibited signs
of hostility by firing the grass and otherwise
gaye evidence of malevolence. Kamiakin and
Owhi, Yakimas and Qualchin, of the C<rur
d'Alenes, also refused to attend and passed their
time sowing seeds of dissension whenever and
wherever opportunity offered. On the r rth oi
September the council opened and closed dis
mally on the 17th. It became necessary for
Governor Stevens to remove to the immediate
\'icinity of Steptoe's camp through fear of via·
lence from the Indians. No pipe ,of peace was
smoked and no satisfactory results achieved.
The Indians demanded to be left in peaceful
possession of all the country claimed by them
as "domains," and declared most emphatically
that no other terms would be accepted. It \,as
with no little difficulty that Governor Stel'ens
succeeeded in getting out of the country alive.
His train was attacked on its way back to The
Dalles and two of the escort killed. Following
this humiliating repulse of the governor, and
after his return to the Sound, Colonel Wright

from the Sound into the Indian country east of
the Cascades. Furthermore he was opposed to
treaties and favored extermination.

In this conclusion Governor Stevens was,
as e\'ents subsequently proved, greatly de
ceived. So far from confining their depreda
tions to the Walla Walla valley the Indians
were even then making preparations to raid the
coast of the Sound. Althogh the ensuing war
\vas, for a period, confined to the country north
of the Steilacoom, terror ran riot in other iso
lated and unprotected localities. Many mur
ders were committed and a great deal of valu
able property destroyed by the remorseless sav
ages. Then it was that Governor Stevens re
turned to Olympia and ordered a portion of i
the southern battalion to the Sound country, !

During the spring of r856 a decisive engage- I

ment with the Indians was had at 'White river, ,
resulting in the complete rout of the savages, '
although they outnumbered the whites two to
one. Governor Stevens proclaimed martial
law. Fighting occurred on John Day river and I
in June, r856, Major Layton captured thirty- I
four warriors. A spirited engagement between
the Indians and Colonel Shaw- took place on the
Grand Rond, but following this the hostiles
broke up into small bands, but sufficiently ag- I

gressive to create considerable activity among I
Ithe. troops. One of the most effective methods I

adopted to dishearten the enemy was that of I

stopping supplies and capturing the Indians'
horses in various raids. Some of the savages
were neutral; nearly all of them needy; and
during a vigorous march through the country
Q\'ertures made by the United States were, in a
large number of cases, accepted. Of the
Wasco, Des Chutes, Tyghe and John Day
tribes, nine hundred and twentv-three surren--
dered, and four hundred of the more truculent
Yakimas and Klikitats surrendered to Colonel
Wright. Following this they received gov-
ernment aid. .

\Vhile these scenes were being enacted on
the Sound it had been impossible for Governor
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marched to Walla Walla and ordered all the
chiefs to meet him in council. It was, evident
ly, the intention of Wright to adopt drastic
measures, but few Indians attended the coun
cil and, like the preceding one, it bore no,
intit. Those who came said, sullenly, that they
were opposed to confirmation of the Walla
Walla treaty. Troops were at once thrown
into the various posts, including Mill Creek,
Fort Dalles and the Cascades settlement, and
preparations made to secure all from invasion
during the approaching winter.

Throughout this summer and while at
tempts were being made to paci fy the Indians
east of the Cascade range, hostilities continued
on the Sound. The Puyallups and Nisquallies,
at a council held at Fox Island, August 4th,
cot1\"inced Governor Stevens that an injustice
had been done them through the limitations of
their reservation. An enlargement was recom
mended by the governor, and a resurvey or
dered, which absorbed thirteen donation claims.
Subsequently congress appropriated $5,000 to
ward improvements.

The story of the capture and execution of
Leschi is, perhaps, one of the most sensational
Indian episodes in the career of Governor Ste
,'ens. Leschi, together with Nelson, Stahi,
Quiemuth and the younger Kitsap, had been
ringleaders in the attack on the Decatur, in the
Sound, and now Governor Stevens desired to
try them for murder. These Indians had at
tended the council with Colonel Wright, in the
Yakima country, and Wright had paroled them.
At that period an attempt was being made to
quiet the Indians east of the Cascade range.
In the opinion of Wright, of whom these five
savages had been demanded, it would be unwise
at this juncture to give them over to certain ex
ecution, but the governor was insistent in his
demands, and again made requisition for the
hostiles. To this demand nearly all the army
officers were opposed, believing the policy to be

•unwIse.

In November Leschi was arrested. Slug-

gia and Elikukah, two of his own people, be
trayed him into the hands of the whites. At
that period Leschi was an outcast and, practi
cally, outlawed by both Yakimas and whites.
The traitorous Sluggia and Elikukah found him
and handed him over to Sydney S. Ford who
forwarded him on to Olympia. Leschi was
now to stand trial for the killing of A. B.
Moses. At the first trial, November 14, the

•

jury failed to agree. March 18, 1857, a sec-
ond trial was had, resulting in conviction
June 10 was the day set for his execution.
The attorneys engaged for Leschi's defense
appealed the case to the supreme court, and this
appeal served as a stay of proceedings and de
ferred execution beyond the day assigned.
However, the verdict of the lower court was
sustained and January 22, 1858, was set as the
day for the hanging of Leschi. McMullin,
who had succeeded Stevens, was now governor
of Washington. Friends of Leschi appealed to
him for pardon; seven hundred settlers vigor
ously protested. The execution was to be at
Steilacoom and on the day set there was a large
audience. This time, however, the death pen
alty was delayed by friends of the condemned
by a most peculiar legal manipulation. Shortly
before the time for the execution the sheriff and
his deputy were placed under arrest by a Uni
ted States marshal. The charge against the

. prisoners was that of selling liquor to Indians.
In vain an attempt was made to reach the
sheriff and secure the death warrant, without
which it would be impossible to strangle Leschi
legally. But that officer was retained in close
custody until the period set for Leschi's hang
ing had passed. The "United States marshall"
in these proceedings was Lieutenant McKibben,
stationed at Fort Steilacoom, who had been ap
pointed for that express purpose. All in all
this coup was in the nature of a ruse on the
part of the regular army, between whom and
the citizens of the territory there was at all
times considerable friction.

Indignation at this perversion ot justice and
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palpable miscarriage Elf law ran high among the
people. Public meetings of protest were held
and the legislature appealed to. This body pro
ceeded to adjust matters in a moot strenuous
manner, repealing certain laws and enacting
new ones until the legal coils around Leschi
were deemed sufficiently strong to insure his
punishment. Again the prisoner was tried and,
although his counsel demurred to the jurisdic
tion of the court, he was overruled and Febru
ary 19, 1858, the Indian who had so success
fully fought off the hounds of law was hanged.
It is a matter of historical record that few of
the more acti ve Indian participants in the vari
ous outbreaks on the Sound escaped. Three
of them were assassinated by white men in re
venge for the murder of friends; a number
were hanged at Fort Steilacoom; one of his
own people killed Kitsap in June, 1857, on
Muckleshoot prairie, and Leschi's friends re
venged themselves by taking the life of the
treacherous Sluggia. Comparative peace was
restored to the Sound country, yet the horrors
of the outbreak were long remembered. To
the Puyallup and upper White River valley
many of the settlers did not return until 1859.

Patkanim, the horrible blood-hunter, who,
for American gold, trafficked in human heads
as nonchalantly as he would deal in wolf-pelts,
did not long survive the war. The following
estimation of this barbarian is given by the
Pioneer and Democrat under date, January 21,
1859: "It is just as well that he is out of the
way, as, in spite of everything, we never be
lieved in his friendship."

Indemnity claims following Indian troubles
,

on the Sound amounted to some twelve thous-
and dollars, which sum was appropriated by
congress. But the actual expenses incidental
to the conduct of this war, a war in behalf of
the peace and prosperity of Washington and
Oregon, approached quite nearly six million
dollars, or exactly $5,931,424.78, divided as
follows: Washington, $1,4810475.45; Ore
gon, $4,449,949·33. Payment of $1,409,-

604.53 was made to the Oregon, and $5 19,
593.06 to the Washington volunteers. At that
period the, eminent editor and publicist, Horace
Greeley, had not advised the young men of the
country to "go west," and he was unkind
enough to say, in the New York Tribune:
"The enterprising territories of Oregon and
Washington have handed into congress their
little bill for scalping Indians and violating
squaws two years ago. After these (the
French spoilation claims) shall have been paid
half a century or so, we trust the claims of the
Oregon and Washington Indian fighters will
come up for consideration."

The scene of Indian troubles now remOl'es
itself to a point in eastern Washington more
immediately identified with the limitations oi
this history. In April, 1858, the mines in the
vicinity of Colville had become attractive to
"stampeders," and two white men pushing on
into the "gold country," had been slain by a
party of savages belonging to the Palouse tribe.
A petition for troops, signed by forty residents
of Colville, had been forwarded to Colonel
Steptoe. The latter informed General Clarke
of the fact and advised that an expedition be
sent north to punish the savages and protect
the settlers. Adding to the crime of murder
the Palouses had gone down into the WalIa
Walla country and driven away a band of gm'
ernment cattle. The Palouses who, it was
claimed, had killed the Colville miners, were

I found by Colonel Steptoe at the Alpo\vah.
Steptoe had left Walla Walla May 6, r858,
with one hundred and thirty dragoons en rOl/te
for the country of the Nez Perces. On ap
proach of the whites the Indians fled. Because
Steptoe placed no confidence in a report he re
ceived on the 16th that the Spokanes were
making arrangements to attack him he, unfor
tunately, found himself surrounded with a force
of six hundred miscellaneou9 "braves," includ
ing warriors of the Coeur d'Alenes, Palouses,
Spokanes and Nez Perces. They were attired
in war paint and had chosen a pooition where



GENERAL HISTORY. 49

hom three sides they could assault Steptoe's
detachment of troops. During a short parley
the Spokanes confirmed the reports that they
were on the war path, and announced that they
purposed to do considerable fighting before the
whites would be permitted to ford the Spokane
ri\'er. Doubtless the Indians were emboldened
in their conduct by the fact that these dragoons
of Steptoe's were without other means of de
fense than their small arms. For this inexcus
able blunder no reason has ever been assigned,
and none could be that would, at this day, be
acceptable to a military man. The savages
rode along side by side with the troops and
hurled at them insults and cries of defiance.
At nightfall the chiefs demanded to know the
reason for this invasion of their country.

No explanation was made that in any way
pacified the chiefs, although Steptoe said that
haying learned of trouble near Colville he was
on his way thither to inquire into the cause of
it. The chiefs pointed out the fact that he was
not on the Colville road at all. Unfortunately
he had been led astray by a guide. Timothy, by
name. Without suitable arms, and otherwise
unprepared for fighting, Steptoe decided to re
treat. He began his return to the Palouse on
the 17th. A few miles away a party of Cceeur
d'Alenes were gathering roots, and to them the
Spokanes appealed asking their assistance in
bagging an enemy whom the Spokanes, par
ticularly, did not intend to allow to leave the
country alive. A Cceeur d'Alene chief. named
Vincent, attempted to hold a parley with Colo
nel Steptoe, but firing was commenced by the
Palouses and the skirmish soon resolved itself
•
IOta a general engagement. Encumbered by a
pack train, which it was necessary to guard;
passing over ground rough and most favorable
for Indians and their mode of warfare Step
toe's command labored under a serious disad
vantage. and were in no condition for anv
effective fighting. The savages charged a co~
pany commanded by Lieutenant Gregg. but
the prompt support given by Lieutenant Gas-

4

ton repulsed the Indians and they suffered se
verely at this point. Twelve of them were
killed, induding Jacques Zachary, brother-in
law of Vincent: James and Victor, the latter

• •
one of the powerful chiefs of the Cceur d'
Alenes. Later on, while attemping to reach a
stream of water, Lieutenant Vvilliam Gaston
and Captain Oliver H. P. Taylor were killed.
The result of this "Battle of Steptoe Butte,"
fought at a place seven miles from the present
town of Colfax, must be, impartially, recorded
.as a defeat for the whites. On the morning of
the 19th the retreating troops reached Snake
river and from this point continued on to Walla
Walla.

The animosity of the Indians exhibited in
this disaster has been variously explained. The
most plausible reason for it lies, probably, in the
fact that the Cceur d' Alenes had been told of
the proposed government road through their
country. from the Missouri to the Columbia
river. This was subsequently completed by
Lieutenant Mullan, from Fort Walla Walla
to Fort Benton.

o In June, 1858, active preparations were
made to avenge the defeat of Steptoe. Quite a
large body of troops were mobilized at Fort
Walla Walla, some of them being brought
from San Francisco and other California
points; some from the Sound. Here for a
period of time they were industriously drilled
in the tactics of Indian warfare. This was to
be an expedition against the Cceur d' AIenes
and Spokanes; another was being put in motion
against the Yakimas. The campaign plan was
to have Major Garnett move toward Colville
with three hundred men. co-operate with Cap
tain Keyes, and "round up" the tribes of In
dians. Major Garnett was to leave August
15; Captain Keyes left Walla Walla on the
7th. Fort Taylor was built at the junction of
Tucannon and Snake rivers. which, with its
six hundred and forty acres of reservation, was
intended as a permanent post. Here Colonel
Wright arrived August 18. The expedition
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consisted of one hundred and ninety dragoons,
four hundred artillery and ninety infantry, the
latter armed with Sharpe's rifles. Seventy-six
miles north from Fort Taylor Indians appeared
on the hill~ and fired on a company of Nez
Perces Indians who had been enlisted as volun~

teers by the whites and uniformed as regular
:soldiers. Soon after,,-ard the hostiles retreated.
'They reappeared on September I, in force.
and one of the most important battles of this
particular Indian war was fought. The victory
was plainly with the whites, the savages losing
twenty killed and many wounded.

But the Indians were desperate. Colonel

Wright resumed his march September 5th, and
was again attacked by the enemy. Shells from
the howitzers burst among them; the fire of the
whites was deadly, and defeat of the Indians
complete. On September IO the GEur
d'A1enes surrrendered, and the redoubtable
Vincent was not the least active in inducing
this submission. They had attempted to stay
the progress of civilization through their wil
derness and civilization would not be stayed.
Whatever of home or country they once had
was gone. Henceforth enterprise, industry and
intelligence were to supplant barbaric ignorance
and Indian squalor.

CHAPTER VII.

TERRITORY AND STATE.
•

"The West" of the days of the Revolution i,
was embraced within the limits of the Atlantic I

coast and longitude 89 degrees west from I
Greenwich, or 12 degrees west from Washing- I
ton, D. C. Compare this narrow strip of terri- i
tory with the magnitude of the Northwest of to
day and remember, also, that the geographical I
center of the United States, from east to west, !

lies at a point in the Pacific Ocean six hundred I,
miles west from San Francisco, California. I

From the latter fact we are enabled to obtain a 1

fair comprehension of the extreme western ex
tension of our Alaskan possessions.

States have increased, territorially, since the
surrender of Lord Cornwallis. The "midgets,"
smaller than many western counties, lie along
the Atlantic shore. Washington, the "Ever
green State." of whose stirring and romantic
past this history treats, is more than three
fourths the size of New York and Pennsyl
vania, combined, or more than equalling the
size of all Kentucky, Connecticut, Massachu-

setts, Delaware and Maryland. Its area is
6g,994 square miles. Its entire western boun
dary is washed by the waves of the Pacific; the
great '''ill-tasting lake" of the Indians; discov
ered by Balboa and once claimed in all its sub
lime immensity by Spain as her own national
property. From British Columbia it is sep
arated by the Strait of Juan de Fuca, which
forms its boundary until it reaches a point where
the 49th degree of north latitude crosses the
strait. Thence the northern boundary line of
Washington runs east on the 49th parallel two
hundred and fifty miles nearly to the 1 17th de
gree of longitude west from Greenwich, and
thence south to the 46th degree of latitude;
thence west on that degree until the Columbia
river is reached, where Klickitat, Walla Walla
and Yakima counties converge, the Columbia
river then forming its southern boundary on to
the coast.

The Puget Sound Basin and the great val
ley of the Upper Columbia combine to greatly
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diversify the topography of Washington. Be
tlveen these two distinctively marked territor
ies runs the Cascade Range of mountains, north
and south, separating "The Inland Empire"
irom "The Coast," or variably, "The Sound
Country." This mountain range is, in its en
tirety. one of the most imposing on the North..
.\merican continent. Creeping upward from
the far south, for hundreds of miles but a su~

cession of low hills, or chain of buttes, the range
gro\\·s bolder in contour and height until to the
far north Mount St. Elias accentuates its most
imposing altitude. Volcanic, snow-capped
cones rise to heights of fifteen and twenty
thousand feet, and a number of the highest of
thcse are within the boundaries of \Vashington.

In a preceding chapter outlining the "Ore
gon Controversy," it was noted that in 1846,
"hcn the southern line of British Columbia was
finalh' determined, all that remained south of

•

that boundary to the 42d parallel was called
Oregon. In r849 a territorial government was

•

granted covering all the original Oregon. It
lias then an indefinite region embracing the
lands lying between the Rocky Mountains and
the Pacific Ocean, and north of the 42d parallel.
In ISS! steps were taken toward dividing Ore
gon. All that portion north and west of the
Columbia river was thrown into a new territory,
supplied with a distinct territorial government.
Xo opposition having appeared either from the
Oregon legislature or from congress the con
summation of this division was effected in
18:;3- Then \Vashington embraced the rather
indefinite territory of Idaho. Oregon became a
state in r859. Washington, then including
Idaho, was under territorial government, re
maining thus until March 3, 1863, when the
territory of Idaho was set off by congress. The
eastern portion of Washington, from a line
near the II7th degree of west longitude, and
portions of Montana Dakota and Nebraska,
combined to form the creation of Idaho at that
period.

Of the first inroads of civilization, aside

from the Hudson's Bay Company, into the ter
ritory of Oregon, then including Washington,
Archibald M'Vickar writes:

The earliest emigration from the United States
for the purpose oi settlement in this territory was in
,832. Three years afterward a small party went out
by land with Nathaniel Wyeth, of the Boston Fishing
and Trading Company under the direction of Rev.
James Lee and David Lee, who established a mission
settlement among the CaHopoewah Indians, on the
Willamette river. This colony afterward received some
small accessions, and in November, 1839, Rev. James
Lee sailed from the United States for the Columbia
river with a party of fifty-four persons, among them six
missionaries and a physician, with their families. This
pany arrived safely out, and the annual report of the
missionary society of the Methodist Episcopal church,
in May, 1841, presents a favorable account of their
labors among the Indians. Some parties of young men
had started for the Columbia from states bordering on
the Mississippi. The whole number directly attached to
the mission is only sixty-eight, including men, women
and children. The first settlers along the river, accord
ing to Mr. Parker, who visited the country in ,835,
.consisted of Canadian Frenchmen formerly in the em
ployment of the Hudson's Bay Company.

i
i "The .Oregon Controversy," and "Tragedy
I of \"hitman's Mission," preceding chapters,
j ha\'e traced in outline the more important de-

tails of this early settlement. Western Wash
ington, on the coast, was the first portion of the
torritory settled. The advantages of sea coast
fishing and fur-trading, of course, account for
this fact, together with its accessibility by voy
ages around the Horn, and proximity to the
more fully developed settlements of California.
The name, "Puget Sound" was much more
familiar to eastern people and students than the
coasts of Oregon or Washington. Thus, in a
general way, the resources of western Wash
ington became gradually known to a certain·
limited number of the inhabitants of the ex
tr.eme east. Concerning the various enterprises
of these pioneers of Washington Hubert Howe
Bancroft has pertinently said in his "History of
Washington, Idaho and Montana:" "In the
previous chapters I have made the reader ac
quainted with the earlier American residents of
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the territory north of the Columbia, and the
methods by which they secured themselves
homes and laid the foundation for. fortunes by
making shingles, bricks and cradling machines,
by building mills, loading vessels with timber,
laying out towns, establishing fisheries, explor
ing for gold and mining for coal. But these
were private enterprises concerning only indi
\'iduals, or sma!! groups of men :It most. and I
now come to consider them as a body politic,
\yith relations to the government of Oregon
and to the general government."

The plan of this history demands that we
pursue the same course in the treatment of our
subject, and also to show how nar.owly \Vash
ington escaped being called "Columbia." The
proyisional government of Oregon adopted in
1843 did not include the terrritory north of the
Columbia river. So late as 1845, at the time of
the Hudson's Bay Company made :I compact
with this provisional government. there existed
no county organizations north of that river with
the exception of Tualatin and Clackamas "dis
tricts," which claimed to extend northward as
far as 54 deglees 40 minutes. But these dis
tricts were not peopled by American citizens,
and not until the compact went into effect was
there established an American settlement in the
region· of Puget Sounu. and a new district
created called Vancouver. The first judges
were M. T. Simmons, James Douglas, and
Charles Forrest. John R. Jackson was
sheriff.

Lewis county was created December 19,
1845. Primarily its northern limit extended to
S4 degr.ees, 40 minutes, or was supposed to,
comprising territory north of the Columbia,
and west of the Cowlitz, rivers. In r846 it was
represented in the legislature by W. F. Tolmie;
Vancouver county by Henry N. Peers, the lat
ter described as "a good versifier and fair leg
islator." He was an attache of the Hudson's
Bay Company. The initial agitation for a new
territory north of the Columbia was made July
4, 18S!. At Olympia a number of American

citizens of the Sound had assembled to appro.
priately celebrate the day. In his oration Mr.
Chapman alluded eloquently to "the future
state of Columbia." His remarks awakened an
enthusiastic response. and the same evening a
meeting was held, the avowed object of which
was to procure a separate territorial gOl'ern
ment. Of this meeting Clanrick Crosby was
chairman; A. M. Poe, secretary. H. A. Golds
borough. 1. N. Eby. J. B. Chapman and C.
Crosby addressed the audience. Their speeches
were followed by the appointment of a commit
tee on resolutions which recommended that a
meeting to be held August 29 at Cowlitz land
ing, the object of which "to take into care
ful consideration the present peculiar position
of the northern portion of the territory.' its
wants, the best methods of supplying those
wants, and the propriety of an early appeal to
congress for a division of the territory." The
convention thus called was attended by t\l'enty
six delegates. It adjourned the following day.
having defined the limits of twelve intended
counties, requested the benefits of donation
lands, petitioned congress for a plank road
from the Sound to the mouth of the Cowlitz.
and a territorial road from some point on
Puget Sound to Walla Walla, and otherwise
memorializing congress on the important sub
ject of division. It was the expressed inten
tion of the delegates to move, should their re
quest be denied, for immediate admission into
the union as a state. It is needless to say that
enthusiasm ran high at this meeting on the
Cowlitz. At that period the population of
the territory under consideration was less than
four thousand souls.

Nothing tangible resulted from this meet
ing, although The Columbian, a weekly news
paper, published at Olympia, continued the agt

tation for territorial division and independent
organization. November 25, 1852, a conven
tion was held at Monticello, on the Cowlitz. '

river, at that period an enterprising munICI-
pality of Northern Oregon. Congress was
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again memorialized and the document .for
warded to Han. Joseph Lane, territorial dele
gate. This memorial contains so concise and
graphic a des~ription of early territorial ~n~i

tions that it IS deemed best to reproduce It 10

full :

To the Honorable, the Senate and House of Repre
sentatives of the United States, in Congress assembled:

The memorial of the undersigned, delegates of the
citizens of Northern Oregon, in convention assembled,
respectfully represent to your honorable bodies that it
is the earnest desire of your petitioners, and of said
citizens, that all that portion of Oregon Territory lying
north of the Columbia river and west of the great
northern branch thereof, should be organized as a
saparate territory under the name and style of the Terri
tory of Columbia, urging these reasons: In support of
the prayer of this memorial, your petitioners would
respectfully urge the following, among many other

•reasons, VIZ.:

First: That the present Territory of Oregon con
tains an area of 341,000 square miles, and is entirely too
large an extent of territory to be embraced within the
limits of one state.

Second: That said territory possesses a sea coast
of 650 miles in extent, the country east of the Cascade
mountains is bound to that on the coast by the strongest
ties of interest; and, inasmuch as your petitioners be
Ii"'e that the territory must inevitably be divided at
no very distant day, they are of the opinion that it would
be unjust that one state should possess so large a sea
board to the exclusion of that of the interior.

Third: The territory embraced within the bound
aries of the proposed "Territory of Columbia:' contain
ing an area of about 32,()(X) square miles, is, in the
opinion of your petitioners, about a fair and just medium
of territorial extent to form one state.

Fourth: The proposed "Territory of Columbia"
presents natural resources capable of supporting a popu
lation at least as large as that of any state in the union
possessing an equal extent of territory.

Fifth: Those portions of Oregon Territory lying
respecti,'ely north and south of the Columbia river must,
from their geographical position, always rival each
other in commercial advantages, and their respective
citizens must, as they now and always· have been, be
a<tuated by a spirit of opposition.
. Sixth: The southern part of Oregon Territory, hav
tng a majority of voters, have controlled the territorial
legislature, and benefit from the appropriations made
by congress for said territory, which were subject to the
disposition of said legislature.

Seventh: The seat of the territorial legislature is
now situated, by the nearest practicable route, at a dis
tance of four hundred miles from a large portion of the
CItizens of Northern Oregon.

Eighth: A great part of the legislation suitable to
the south, is, for local reasons, opposed to the interests
of the north, inasmuch as the south has a maj ority of
votes, and representatives are always bound to reflect
the will of their constituents, your petitioners can enter
tain no reasonable hopes that their legislative wants will
ever be properly regarded under the present organiza
tion.

Ninth: EXlj>rience has, in the opinion of your
petitioners, well established the principle that in states
having a moderate sized territory, the wants of the
people are more easily made known to their representa
tives there is less danger of a conflict between sectional
interests, and more prompt and adequate legislation can
always be obtained.

In conclusion your petitioners would respectfully
represent that Northern Oregon, with its great natural
resources, presenting such unparalleled inducements to
immigrants, and with its present large population, and
rapidly iocreasing by immigration, is of sufficient im
portan~e, in a national point of view I to merit the foster
ing care of congress, and its interests are so numerous
and so entirely distinct in their character, as to demand
the attention of a separate and independent legislature.

Wherefore your petitioners pray your honorable
bodies will at an early day pass a law organizing the
district of country above described under a territorial
government, to be named "The Territory of Columbia."

Done in convention assembled at the town of Monti
cello, Oregon Territory, this 25th day of November,
A. D., 18,52.

G. M. MCCoNAHA, President.
R. V. 'WHITE, Secretary.

This memorial was signed by forty-one
other delegates. Congressional Delegate
Joseph Lane earnestly supported the bill for
the formaJ1:ion of Columbia Territory subse
quently introduced. February 10, 1853, the
bill, amended by Mr. Stanton, of Kentucky,
striking out the word "Columbia" and insert
ing in lieu thereof "Washington," passed the
house by a vote of 128 to 29, and on March 2,

without further amendment, it was passed by
the senate. It should be taken into considera
tion that the bill, as passed by both houses, did
not limit the new Territory to the boundaries
prescribed by the memorial of the Monticello
convention. Our national legislators took a
broader view of the matter, and continued the
line of partition from a point near Walla
Walla, east along the 46th parallel to the Rocky
Mountains. This was a far more equal di-
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vision, and included what is now the "Pan
handle" of Idaho, an area considerably larger
than the present state of Washington. At that
period, according to a census taken in 1853 by
Marshal Anderson, the counties in the new
Washington Territory contained the following
population: Clarke, 1,134, Island, 195, Lewis,
616, Jefferson, 189, King, 170, Pierce, 513,
Thurston, 996, Pacific, 152; total, 3,965. Of
these 1,682 were voters.

The first Territorial governor of Washing
ton was Isaac Ingalls Stevens, who was ap
pointed to this office and, also, made e;; officio
Superintendent of Indian Affairs of Washing
ton Territory, and by the secretary of war was
given charge of an exploration and survey of a
rail road from the headwaters of the Mississippi
to Puget Sound. In a communication to A. A.
Denny, dated at \Vashington, D. C, April 18,
1853, Governor Stevens said:

"Herewith you will find a printed copy of
my instructions from the secretary of war, by
which you will see an exploration and survey
of a railroad from the headwaters of the Mis
sissippi to Puget Sound is entrusted to me
* * * A military road is to be built from
Fort Walla Walla to Puget Sound. Captain
McClellan, an officer distinguished for his gal
lantry in Mexico, has command of the party
who will make the exploration of the Cascade
range and the construction of the military road.
His undertaking of the task is a sure guarantee
of its accomplishment. I expect to pierce the
Rocky Mountains, and this road is to be done
in time for the fall's immigration, so that an
open line of communication between the states
and Sound will be made this year."

Isaac Ingalls Stevens was born in the his
toric and classic town of Andover, Massachu
setts, and educated at West Point, from which
military institution he was graduated with hon
ors in 1837. For several years the young of
ficer was in charge of the New England coast
fortifications. During the war with Mexico
he was attached to the staff of General Scott.

Four years preceding his appointment as T~r

ritorial Governor of Washington he was asso
ciated with Professor Bache in the coast sur
vey. It will be seen that the duties assigned to
Governor Stevens were manifold and ardu
ous. Aside from the appointive office of gov
ernor of a young, though important Territory,
he was to superintend the construction of a mil
itary road from the Sound to the Rockies; sur
vey the line of what eventually became the
great transcontinental highway, the Northern
Pacific Railroad, and at the same time superin
tend the complicated affairs of the savage and
turbulent Indian tribes between the coast and
the Rocky Mountains. Certainly a heavy re
sponsibility to be placed upon the shoulders of
one man. The sagacity and efficiency with
which he met these heavy responsibilities haye
been recorded in preceding chapters of this
work. It was his destiny to be called higher.
In May, 1861, news was received at Olympia
of the surrender by Major Anderson of Fort
Sumter. "The Irrepressible Conflict" be
tween North and South had for years worn
heavily on the patriotic spirit of Governor Stel'
ens. He was a pro-slavery democrat, yet he
loved his country and placed her national and
indisoluble interests above party or purely
sectional benefits. In reply to a speech wel
coming him home from his perilous expedition
among hostile tribes of Indians he said: "I con
ceive my duty to be to stop disunion." These
were brave words, for at this period the Terri
tory of which he was chief executi ve \\'a:;

thickly populated with avowed secessionists.
Dissensions were ri fe in his own partl'.

Assaults were made by the press upon his pa
triotism and even his personal character was
assailed. He was accused of attempting a coali
tion with Lane and Grim for the purpose of
forming an independent Pacific republic. Vis
ionary and chimerical as was this scheme; Im
possible for one of the sterling patriotism of
Governor Stevens to cherish for a moment. the
charge found many professed believers among
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his opponents. With th.e darkening of war
clouds Stevens, who had mtended to stand for

election, renounced the project and hastened
:-Washington to offer his services to the gov
ernment. July 31, 1861, he was appointed col
onel of the 79th New York Infantry, and was
among the first of the defenders of Washington
and Arlington Heights. In March, 1862, he
received a commission as brigadier general, and
on July 4, was made a Major General of vol
unteers. Such was his rapid rise by promotion
in the army. His death was a fitting close of a
heroic life. At the battle of Chantilly he seized
the flag which had fallen from the dead hand of
a color sergeant, and was shot in the forehead,
dying upon the field. Sudden was the revul
sion of feeling in Washington Territory when
news of his death was received. The legisla
ture passed resolutions in his honor, and crape
Iras worn by the members ten days. He died
at forty-four years of age. In a letter touching
upon the character of Governor Stevens, writ
ten by Professor Bache, of the coast-survey,
he said:

"He was not one who led by looking on but
by example. As we knew him in the coast
survey office, so he was in every position of life.
* * * This place he filled, and more than
filled, for four years, with a devotion, an en
ergy, a knowledge not to be surpassed, and
which left its beneficient mark upon our organ
ization. * * * Generous and noble in im
pulses, he left our office with our enthusiastic
admiration of his character, appreciation of his

•
servIces. and hope for his success."

The apportionment for the first Washing
ton Territorial legislature was made by Gov
ernor Stevens soon after his arrival from the
east. The proclamation concerning the same
was made November 28. 1853, designating
January 30, 1854, as the day for election of
l~gislative mennbers. February 27 was the
hme set for the meeting of the legislature and
Olympia the place. Nine members composed
the original council: Clarke county, D. F.

Bradford, William H. Tappan; Lewis and
Pacific counties, Seth Catlin, Henry Miles;
Thurston county, D. R. Bigelow, B. F. Yantis;
Pierce and King counties, Lafayette Balch, G.
N. McConaha; Jefferson and Island counties,
William P. Sayward.

Twice this number of mennbers composed
the house, viz: Clarke county, F. A. Chenow
eth, A. J. Bolan, Henry R. Crosbie, A. C.
Lewis and John D. Biles; Thurston county, C.
H. Hall, L. D. Durgin, David Shelton and Ira
Ward, Jr.; Island county, Samuel D. Howe;
Pierce county, H. C. Moseley, L. F. Thompson
and John M. Chapman; Jefferson county, Dan
iel F. Brownfield; King county, A. A. Denny;
Lewis county, H. D. Huntington and John R.
Jackson; Pacific county, John Scudder.

In this legislative membership we have a
fair roster of the pioneer statesmen of Wash
ington Territory. The most of thenn have been
stricken by the hand of death, but the work
they did in laying the foundation of Washing
ton's future territorial and commonwealth im
provennent can never be stricken from the pages
of history. One of .these mennbers, Hon. A. A.
Denny, representative from King county, in a
paper read before the Historical Society, at
Tacoma, said:

At the time of the Monticello convention, Thurston
I county embraced all the territory north of Lewis county

to the British line, and the session of the Oregon legis
lature, just prior to the division of the territory, fanned
out of Thurston county Pierce, King, Island and Jeffer
son counties, making a total of eight counties in Wash
ington Territory when organized, Clarke county at that
time extending to the summit of the Rocky Mountains.
The first session of the legislature fanned eight new
counties. Walla Walla was fanned at this session, em-

. bracing all the territory east of the mouth of the nes
Chutes river and running to the forty-ninth parallel on
the north and the parallel of forty-six degrees thirty
minutes eastward to the summit of the Rocky Moun
tains, and I well remember that a board of county officers
was appointed and representation in the legislature pro
vided for. but when the succeeding legislature convened,
no members from Walla Walla appeared, and it was
found that no organization of the county had been made
for want of population, and the widely scattered condi
tion of the few who then inhabited that vast territory.
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It will be recalled that so early as 1852 the

impetuous members of the Monticello conven
tion were determined to demand admission to
the union as a state should congress deny terri
torial division. But thirty-seven years were
destined to pass before the culmination of such
an event. And yet, during a large portion of
the last half of this period Washington was a
sta'te in all but name. Her statesmen and poli
ticians indulged in commonwealthian struggles
much the same as those at present exploited by
older states in the union. In 1859-60 a cer
tain faction plotted for the removal of the Ter
ritorial capital from Olympia to Vancouver. It
was secretely arranged by legislative manipu
lation to apportion Territorial institutions as
follows: to Vancauver the capital; to Seattle
the university; to POI't Townsend the peniten
tian'. An act to this effect passed both bodies

•

of the legislature. It carried. however. two
fatal defects; no enacting clause was inserted,
and it violated the terms of the organic act by
attempting a permanent location of the capital.
Consequently the la\\' fell to the ground of its
own legal impotence. As in Louisiana, in
1872. two legislatures were in session in Wash
ington, or rather the regular body at Olympia
and a "rump" organizing at Vancouver. The
supreme court's decision on the removal law
brought the factions again together at 01 ympia.
In 1861 the corner stone of a universitv "'as
laid at Seattle, A. A. Denny donating eight.
and Edward Lander two, acres of land for that
purpose. In this circumstance, also, the Ter
ritory of Washington assumed many of the ef
fects of modern statehood. through subsequent
"mismanagement" of university funds. Truly
a state in all but name!

Quite similar in point of contention for the
capital was the strugle for the possession of the
custom-house between Port Townsend and
Port Angeles. In August, 1861, Victor Smith
arrived from \iVashington. D. c., with creden
tials as collector of United States revenue.
Possessing the confidence of the national ad-

ministration he was accused of utilizing it to
further an intrigue for removal of the custom
house. It was openly charged that he \I'as
speculating in Port Angeles real estate and
working for his personal financial interests. Be
sides this Smith was one of the original "car
pet-baggers," even at that early day detested
by the democracy in Washington Territory.
which party was, numerically, quite powerful.
Removal of the custom-house from Port
Townsend to Port Angeles was recommended
by Secretary Salmon Portland Chase, and in
June. 1862. congress passed a bill making the
change. A subsequent act of congress was in
the nature of "a bill for increasing revenue by
reservation and sale of townsites.'· It was at
this point that the crux of Smith's real estate
enterprises became apparent. Port Towllsend
citizens were wild with excitement. Thev ac-•
cused Smith of a defalcation of $15,000, but he
promptly repaired to the national capital and
showed conclusively that the alleged crime wa,
nothing more than the transference of one
fund to another. This custom-house imbroglio
continued for some time, in the course of which
the guns of the revenue cutter Shubrick were

I shotted and brought to bear on the town of
I Port Townsend. Finally. after many seriom

complications. involving numerous arrests and
much ill-feeling. the custom-house was re
moved from Port Townsend to Port Angeles.
George B. McClellan. afterwards general
commanding the army of the Potomac. had re
ported favorably upon the change of location.
Here the institution remained until December
16, 1863, when the town of Port Angeles was
washed away. causing the death of Inspector
William B. Goodell and Deputy Collector J.
W. Anderson. In 1865 the custom-house was
taken back to Port Townsend. and the same
year Victor Smith was lost in the wreck of the
steamship Brother Jonathan, wrecked near
Crescent City, involving the loss of three hun'
dred lives.

For a number of years the residents of
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Washington had been engaged in various wars
with Indians. Therefore it was not unusual
that some most excellent fighting material was
to be found among the ex-volunteers of the
Cayuse war, Steptoe's invasion and the im
portant battle of White River. In May, 1861,
news of President Lincoln's call for volunteers
was received at Olympia. Henry M. McGill
was acting-governor; Frank Matthias adju
tant-general. The latter appointed enrolling
officers in each county in the Territory, at this
period comprising twenty-two, east and west
of the Cascades. The same summer Wright.
now brigadier general, was placed in command
of the department of the Pacific, and Colonel
Albermarle Cady of the district of the Colum
bia. Colonel Justin Steinberger came to the
coast in January, 1862, and enlisted four in
fantry companies, one each from Port Madi
son, Walla Walla, Port Townsend and What
com. From the Olympia Standard, of July 20,

1861. it is learned thait a company had prev
iously, in May, been enlisted at Port Madison,
designated at the Union Guards, consisting of
se"entv men. officered as follows: William

• •
Fowler, captain; H. B. Manchester, first lieu-
tenant; E. D. Kromer, second lieutenant; non
commissioned officers, A. J. Tuttle, Noah Falk,
William Clendennin, Edgar Brown, S. F.
Coombs, R. J. May. J. M. Grindon, John Tay
lor. The Lewis County Rangers, mounted,
were organized in June. 1861, Henry Miles,
captain; L. L. Dubeau, first lieutenant; S. B.
Smith, second lieutenant. To the four com
panies enlisted by Colonel Steinberger four
more were added from California. General AI
"orc! assumed command in July. and Colonel
Steinherger went to Fort Walla \Valla, where'
he relievec! Colonel Cornelius. of the Oregon
cavalry. These troops were stationed at Walla
Walla and Fort Pickett.

In 1860 the discovery of valuable aurifer
ous deposits at Pierce City, Oro Fino. Oro
:rande and other points along the Clearwater,
In what is now Idaho. but was then included in

Washington Territory, created a stampede
which his seldon been equalled in the history
of gold discoveries in the territory. At that
period a treaty with the Nez Perces existed
which, theoretically, estopped travel across the
Indian country. Practically it did nothing of
the sort. From a few hundred the number of
miners increased to thousands. On the Colum
bia river lines of steamers plied between the
western portions of the Territory to old Fort
Walla Walla, conveying men and freight as
near as possible to these seductive placer mines.
where pay dirt was found averaging one hun
dred dollars a day to the miner. In May the
steamer Colonel Wright came up the Columbia
and Clearwater to within forty miles of Pierce
City. At this landing was founded the "spas
modic" mining town of Slaterville, with its
canvas saloons and rough board shanties. In
July five thousand men were prospecting the
country, or washing from ten to one hundred
and fifty dollars a day from the earth. "Town
lot" people and merchants reaped a substantial
reward for their industry. It is stated that the
weekly receipts of gold dust at Portland from
the Clearwater district was $100,000. Deady's
"History of Oregon" says: "The Colville and
Oro Fino mines helped Portland greatly; and
in 1861 built up the Oregon Steam Navigation
Company. Loaded drays used to stand in line
half a mile long. unloading at night freight to
go in the morning, that involved a fortune."

It was but natural that the steadily increas
ing tide of immigration to this district should
materially affect the political status of the Ter
ritory. From west of the Cascades the pendu
lum of political power swung to the east; to
the vicinity of Shoshone and Walla Walla
counties. More judges were required east of
the mountains. District courts were estab
lished at the countv seats. It was. however. the. .

destiny of Washington Territory to lose the
richest portions of these mining districts. Con
gress passed an act, which was approved by
President Lincoln, March 3. 1863, organizing
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the Territory of Idaho out of all such territory
of Washington lying east. of Oregon and the
II7th meridian of west longitude. The popu
lation of the remaining Territory of Washing
ton was then only r2,519. Yet in 1860 it had
been less than half this number.

Twelve years before the admission of
Washington into the union agitation concern
ing this subject was precipitated. Congres
sional Delegate Jacobs in December, 1877, in
troduced a bill for admission, and when it was
fully realized that a constitutional convention
was to be ordered, the old question of 1852
sprung to the front, "Washington" or "Col
umbia"? June II, 1878, the convention as
sembled at Walla Walla. By the constitution
then adopted a new eastern boundary was
marked for the proposed state, including the
Idaho "Panhandle" and much of the mineral
territory lost in 1863. Twenty-four days were
passed in "concentrating" and "smelting" the
various provisions of this document, and, al
though no enabling act had been passed by
Congress, the constitution was adopted by the
people at the succeeding November election for
delegates. As the entire proceedings of this
convention were void and nugatory, it is need
less to devote space to their consideration. As
illustrative of patriotic zeal and alert progres
siveness, however, the attitude of the people at
this period is worthy of record.

The administration of Governor Watson C.
Squire was one especially worthy of commen
dation. He was appointed in r884, succeeding
William A. Newell. Squire was a man of rare
executive ability, a veteran of the Civil war,
and became one of the most prominent factors
in advancing the interests of the Territory and
promoting its progress toward statehood. He
was born May 18, r838, at Cape Vincent, New
York, and in 1861 enlisted in the 19th New
York Infantry as a private, rising to the rank
of first lieutenant. He then resigned, was
graduated from the Oeveland law school in,
r862, and then recruited a company of sharp-

shooters of which he was given the command,
being assigned to the Army of the Cumberland.
He served on the staffs of both Generals Rose
cranz and Thomas and was, after the war,
agent for the Remington Arms Company. In
1879 he located in Seattle, and ten years there.
after was elected president of the statehood
committee, holding its meeting in Ellensburg
in January of 1889. In framing memorials
afterward presented to congress in behalf of
statehood he was most assiduously employed
and his efforts met with cordial appreciation
from the people of the Territory.

During the administration of Governor
Squire occurred the "Chinese Riots," on the
coast, opinion of his policy in the Territory be
ing at that time divided. But it is certain that
his courageous attitude in behalf of law and
order won the approval of a large majority of
the most influential and intelligent citizens of
the nation at large. It was at this period, 188j,
that the first attempts, under auspices of the
Knights of Labor, were made to expel China
men from the Territory. Riots occurred;
Chinese were killed and bloodshed and dis·
order ensued at Seattle among the coal miners.
Governor Squire, November 5, 1885, issued a
proclamation commanding the establishment of
peace, and to this so little attention was paid
that disorder increased rather than subsided,
and several Chinese houses were fired and the
occupants driven away. Troops were promptly
forwarded from Vancouver and, the secretary
of war being informed of the conditions, Pres
ident Cleveland issued a proclamation couched
in more drastic terms than had been that of
Governor Squire. Its effect was temporary;
in February, r886, other outbreaks took place
and in efforts to protect the "celestials" a num
ber of lives were sacrificed and conditions re
solved themselves into overt rebellion. Gov
ernor Squire declared martial law. Its pro
visions were carried out with firmness, if not
severity. Order was restored, but the execu
tive found himself placed between the hostile
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attacks of the proletariat, and the hearty com
mendation of President Cleveland, his cabinet
and the members of the Territorial legislature.

Squire's administration was marked by
healthy progress and steady improvement in
the various industries and material welfare of
the Territory. During his incumbency the
penitentiary was built at Walla Walla, an addi
tion made to the penitentiary at Seatco, and an
insane asylum erected at Steilacoom. At the
close of r885 the Territory was free from debt
and with a surplus of $roo,ooo. That his best
efforts were ever directed to further the inter
ests of Washington is amply proven, not only
by gratifying results, but by his carefully pre
pared and luminously written official reports.
The one forwarded to the secretary of the in
terior in 1884 was a concise and valuable his
tory of the Territory for several years ante
rior to his administration, embracing much in
formation that had been ignored by preceding
executives. In explaining his object in thus
\'oluminously presenting these valuable statis-
tics Governor Squi re said: .

"I have diligently corresponded with the
auditors and assessors of all the counties of the
Territory, furnishing them with printed blanks
to be returned, and with all the managers of
rarious educational and business institutions.
Besides drawing on my own knowledge of the
Territory, gleaned during a residence here dur
ing the past five or six years, I have gathered
and compiled a variety of important facts from
leading specialists in reference to the geo
graphical, geologic, and climatic characteris
tics, the coal and iron mining, horticultural,
agricultural, and manufacturing interests, the
fisheries and the flora and fauna of the Terri
tory. The data thus offered, together with the
summary reports of our charitable and penal
institutions, and an exhibit of the financial con
dition of the Territory, if published, will not
only be of great service in encouraging and
stimulating our people, but will furnish re
liable information to the intending immigrant,

and will indicate to congress the rightful basis
of our claim for admission into the union of
states."

In the last paragraph of this quotation may
be traced the central thought which appears to
have actuated Governor Squire in his untiring
efforts. To accomplish the admission of Wash
ington he spared no labor in collecting an ar
ray of statistical information that could be
molded into powerful arguments for state
hood. And to these reports is due largely the
great volume of immigration which flowed into
the Territory on the wheels of the Northern
Pacific railway. From 75,000 in r880, the
population increased to 210,000 in r886. In
the latter year this pioneer railroad 'company
operated four hundred and fifty-five miles of

. railway within the boundaries of Washington;
the Oregon Railroad and Navigation Company
two hundred and ninety-five miles; the Colum
bia and Puget Sound Company forty-four
miles, and the Olympia and Chehalis Company
fifteen miles, which, together with other com
pleted lines, gave to the Territory eight hun
dred and sixty-six miles of railroad. The ef
fect on all industries may be easily conceived.
The building of shipping tonnage was stimu
lated on the coast; the output of produce east
ward increased wonderfully. The wheat mar
ket was, at that period, still in the east, and in
r886 the Northern Pacific Company trams
ported 4,r6r tone of wheat and 1,600 tons of
other grains to the Mississippi river; the Ore
gon Railroad and Navigation Company took
out 250,000 tons of wheat, flour and barley to
southeastern points. These appear, at this
date, insignificant figures compared with the
present volume of grain business, but eighteen
years ago they gave indubitable proof to the
people of the eastern states of the remarkable
fertility of the soil of Washington Territory.

Associated with Governor Squire in the
Territorial offices were R. S. Greene, chief jus
tice; J. P. Hoyt, S. C. Wingard and George
Turner, associate justices; N. H. Owings, sec-
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retary. The delegate to congress was Thomas
H. Brents. The federal officers were John B.
Allen, United States district attorney; Jesse
George, United States marshal; C. Bash, cus
toms collector; C. B. Bagley and E. L. Heriff,
internal revenue collectors; 'Nilliam McMicken,
surveyor-general; John F. Gowley, registrar,
and J. R. Hayden, receiver of the United States
land office at Olympia; F. W. Sparling, regis
trar. and A. G. Marsh, receiver, of the Van
couyer land office; Joseph Jorgensen, registrar,
and James Baden, receiver, at Walla Walla; J.
M. Armstrong, registrar, and John L. Wilson,
receiver, at Spokane, and R. R. Kinne, reg
istrar, and J. M. Adams, receiver, at Yakima.

Governor Squire was succeeded in 1887 by
Eugene Semple. Although a republican, he
had won the confidence of a democratic admin
istration at \Vashington, D. C, and was re
tained in office long after his place could haye
been conveniently supplied with a democratic
partisan. His attitude during the Chinese riots
had done much to establish him in the estima
tion of President Cleveland. At the time of
Semple's accession the questions of statehood
and woman suffrage were agitating the people.
Affairs were somewhat disquieted. The suff
rage question had been defeated by popular vote
in 1878, but the legislature of 1883-4 had
passed an act conferring this privilege upon
women, and the act had been declared unconsti
tutional by the courts, but not until the women
of the Territory had enjoyed the benefits of
voting, holding office and serving on juries for
two years, were they disfranchised. In 1886
woman suffrage became an exceedingly lively
party issue; the republicans favoring, the dem
ocrats opposing the same. There had, also,
been a "capital removal" scheme injected into
the campaign, and strong "North Yakima" and
"Ellensburg" factions developed in the "In
land Empire." A large number of those favor
ing statehood had assumed, upon what logical
grounds is rather obscure, that with admission

into the union the "panhandle of Idaho, lost
in 1863, would be restored to the state. This
remote probability was, however, employed as
an argument in favor of capital removal, but
h "t " ftht e strenuous coas ers 0 e extreme west

stoutly opposed a location of the seat of gov
ernment east of the Cascades, and the hopes of
the Yakima Valley people were doomed to dis
appointment. During the second term of Gov
ernor Semple, Charles S. Voorhees succeeded
Congressional Delegate Brents, and Jame;

, Shields succeeded Hayden in the Olympia land
office. N. H_ Owings continued as secretarv.
R. A. Jones was chief justice, Frank Allyn.
George Turner and 'N. G. Langford associate
justices.

The fight for admission continued braveh'
In 1886 the Tacoma board of trade resolved
that "The commercial independence of Wash
ington Territory acompanying the completion

!

'
I of the Northern Pacific railroad to tide-water

should be supplemented by its political inde-

I
' pendence as a state of the American union. Ad

mission can not in decency be delayed manr
, years longer. whatever party influences mar

'
Isway congress. The census of 1&)0 will shOll'

a population within the presem limits of the
I Territory exceeding 200,000. and a propertv
i. valuation of at least $200,000,000." Prer·
! iously the claims of Washington for admi;·Ision had been urged by Governor Squire in one
I of his reports. in forceful language. assigning

among other reasons "the sterling. patriotic.
and enterprising character of its citizens: it;
present and prospective maritime relations with
the world: its position as a border state on the
confines of the dominion of Canada, the most
powerful province of Great Britain; its wealth
of natural resources and growing wealth of'its
people; the efficiency of its educational system.
requiring that its school lands should be allotted
and utilized; its riparian rights should be set
tled, capital and immigration encouraged. and
the full management and control of municipal
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and county affairs should be assumed by the
legislature, whi~~ is" not allowed during the
Territonal condItion.

According to the report of Governor
Semple for 1888 the population of Washington
Territory was 167,982; the taxable property
was $84,621,182; the revenue produced by a
tax oi two and one-half mills, $212,734.92; the
amount oi coal mined, 1,133,801 tons; the lum
ber output 320,848,203; the estimated capacity
oi the combined mills 1,043,796,000 feet; the
total railway mileage 1,157·3, broad-gauge,
and 40 miles narrow-gauge. The same year an
insane asylum at Steilacoom was completed at a
cost of $100,000 and $60,000 appropriated for
a hospital ior the insane at Medical Lake. The
citizens of Vancouver donated land, and the
legislature appropriated money for the erection
at that point of a school for defective youth.
The national guard consisted of two regiments
oi infantry and one troop of cavalry.

Such, in rough outline, was the material
condition of the Territory of Washington on
the eve of statehood. On the anniversary of
President Washington'S birthday, February
22, 1889, congress passed an enabling act pro
posing the terms on which the Territory might
be admitted into the union. By these pro
risions the governor was, on April 15, 1889,
to call ior the election of seventy-five delegates
on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
:'lay, to meet in constitutional convention at
Olympia on July 4, 1889, for organization and
iormulation of a state constitution. The en
abling act by virtue of which Washington Ter
nlory was permitted to call a constitutional
convention embraced other territories. Its title
was as follows: "An act to provide for the
dlVlsion of Dakota into two states and to en
~ble the people of North Dakota. South Da-
ala, Montana and Washington to form con

st t .I uhons and state governments. and to be ad-
mItted into the union on an equal footing with
the original states, and to make donations of
public lands to such states." The land grant to

Washington was: "For the establishment and
maintenance of a scientific school, one hundred
thousand acres; for state normal schools, one
hundred thousand acres; for public buildings at
the state capital, in addition to the grant here
inbefore made, for that purpose, one hundred
thousand acres; for state charitable, educa
tional and reformatory institutions, two hun
dred thousand acres."

To defray the expenses of the constitutional
convention the sum of $20,000 was appropri
ated by congress. It was further provided that
t1\1ere should be appointed one district judge,
United States attorney, and United States
marshal; the state to constitute one judicial dis
trict to be attached to the ninth judicial dis
trict; the regular terms of court to commence
in April and November; the clerks of the courts
to have their offices at the state capital; the
judge to reside in the district and receive a
salary of $3,500 per annum, and the courts of
the state to become the successors of the terri
torial courts.

On July 4, 1889, the delegates elected to
the constitutional convention proceeded to bus
iness at Olympia. Following is the represen
tation of the several counties:

Stevens, S. H. Manley, J. J. Travis;
Spokane, C. P. Coey, George Turner, J. Z.
Moore, J. J. Browne, T. C. Griffitts, H. F.
Suksdor, Hiram E. Allen; Lincoln, H. W.
Fairweather, B. B. Glascock, Frank M. Dal
lam; Kititas, J. A. Shoudy, A. Mires, J. T.
McDonald; Whitman, J. P. T. McCloskey, C.
H. Warner, E. H. Sullivan, J. M. Reed, James
Hungate, George Comegys; Adams, D.
Buchanan; Garfield, S. C. Cosgrove; Franklin,
W. B. Gray; Columbia, M. M. Goodman, R. F.
Sturvedant; Walla Walla, Lewis Neace, D. J.
Crowley, B. L. Sharpstein, N. G. Blalock;
Yakima, \V'. F. Prosser; Clarke, Louis Johns,
A. A. Lindsley; Skamania, G. H. Stevenson;
Pacific, J. A. Burk; Wahiakum, O. A. Bowen;
Cowlitz, Jesse Van Name; Mason, Henry
Winsor, John McReavy; Chehalis, A. J. West;
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. Jefferson, Allen Weir, George H. Jones, H.
C. Wilson; Skagit, James Power, Thomas
Hayton, H. Clothier; Whatcom, J. J. Weisen
berger, E. Eldridge; Snohomish, A. Schooley;
Island, J. C. Kellogg; Kitsap, S. A. Dickey;
King,. R. Jeffs, T. T. Minor, T. P. Dyer, D.
E. Dwrie, John P. Kinnear, John P. Hoyt, M.
J. McElroy, Morgan Morgans, George W.
Tibbetts, W. L. Newton; Pierce, T. L. Stiles,
P. C. Sullivan; Gwin Hicks, H. M. Lillis, C. T.
Fay, R. S. Moore, Robert Jamison; Thurston,
John T. Gowey, T. M. Reed, Francis Henry;
Lewis, O. H. Joy, S. H. Berry.

J. Z. Moore, of Spokane Falls, was elected
temporary chairman of the convention, and Al
Ien \Veir, of Port Townsend, was chosen tem
porary secretary. Permanent organization was
effected by the election of John P. Hoyt, of
Seattle, president, John 1. Booge, Spokane
Falls, chief clerk, and Clarence M. Bartin,
Tacoma, reading clerk. The deliberations of
the session occupied fifty days. At the election
of October I, 1889, the constitution framed by
these seventy-five deleg-ates, represen{ing twen
ty-eight counties, was adopted by the people.
All in. all it was an instrument fairly well
adapted to the requirements of the people of
Washington.. Although not extravagant the
salaries allowed state officers were liberal; the
corporations were treated impartially; it pro
vided for five supreme judges and ordained su
perior courts in all the counties; fixed the num
ber of representatives at not less 'than sixty
three nor more than ninety-nine; and the senate
at nor more than half nor less than a third of
that number; and claimed all tide-lands except
such as had been patented by the United States.
The question of woman suffrage, prohibition
and capital removal were voted upon separately.
Of the votes cast 40,152 were for adoption of
the constitution and 11,879 against it. Pro
hibition was defeated by a vote of 31,487 to
19,546; woman suffrage was again laid aside
by 34,513 votes against, and 16,527 for, that
question, and for location of the state capital

Olympia received 25,490 votes; North Yakima,
14,718; Ellensburg, 12,833; Centralia, 607;
Yakima, 314; Pasco, 120; scattering, 1,088.

At this initial state election John L. Wilson
was chosen for congressman and Elisha Pyre
Ferry for governor. The other state officers
elected were Charles E. Laughton, lieutenant
governor; Allen Weir, secretary of state; A..
A. Lindsley, treasurer; T. M. Reed, auditor:
William C. Jones, attorney general; Robert B.
Bryan, superintendent of public instruction:
W. T. Forrest, commissioner of public lands.
Ralph O. Dunbar, Theodore L. Stiles, John P.
Hoyt, Thomas J. Anders and Elman Scott
were elected to the supreme brench. All of these
succeessful candidates were republicans. Oi
the one hundred and five members of the legis.
lature elected one senator and six representa
tives were democrats. Following is the per
sonnel of the first WashingtoJ;l state senate and
house of representatives

Senate F. H. Luce, Adams, Franklin and
Okanogan; C. G. Austin, Asotin and Garfield;
C. T. IVooding, Chehalis; Henry Landes.
Clallam, Jefferson and San Juan; L. B. Clough,
Clarke; H. H. Wolfe, Columbia; C. E. For
sythe, Cowlitz; J. M. Snow, Douglas and Ya
kima; Thomas Paine, Island and Skagit; W.
D. Wood, J. H. Jones, O. D. Gilfoil, John R.
Kinnear, W. V. Reinhart, King; W. H. Knee
land, Kitsap and Mason; E. T. Wilson,
Kittitas; Jacob Hunsaker, Klickitat and Ska
mania; J. H. Long, Lewis; H. W. Fair
weather, Lincoln; B. A. Seaborg, Pacific and
Wahkiakum; John S. Baker, ,L. F. Thompson,
Henry Drum, Pierce; Henry Vestal, Snoho
mish; Alexander Watt, E. B. Hyde, B. C. Van
Houton, Spokane; H. E. Houghton, Spokane
and Stevens; N. H. Owings, Thurston; Platt
A. Preston, George T. Thompson, Walla
Walla; W. J. Pa~kinson, Whatcom; John C.
Lawrence, J. T. Whaley, A. T. Farris, Whit
man.

House W. K. Kennedy, Adams; Will
iam Farrish, Asotin; L. B. Nims, J. D. Merl-

-
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calf, Chehalis; Amos F. Shaw, John D.
Geoghegan, S. S. Cook, Clarke; A. B. Luce,
Clallam; A. H. Weatherford, H. B. Day, Col
umbia; Chandler. Huntington, Jr., Cowlitz; E.
D, Nash, Douglas; C. H. Flummerfell, Frank
lin; W. S. Oliphant, Garfield; George W.
Morse, Island; Joseph Kuhn, Jefferson; J. T.
Blackburn, W. C. Rutter, W. H. Hughes,
Alex, Allen, W. J. Shinn, George Bothwell, F.
W. Bird, F. B. Grant, King; M. S. Drew, Kit
sap; J. N. Power, J. P. Sharp, Kittitas; Bruce
F. Purdy, R. H. Blair, Klickitat; S. C. Herren,
Charles Gilchrist, Lewis; P. R. Spencer, T. C.
Blackfan, Lincoln; John McReavy, Mason;
Henry Hamilton, Okanogan; Charles Foster,
Pacific; George Browne, A. Hewitt, George B.
Kandle, Oliff Peterson, James Knox, Stephen
Judson, Pierce; J. E. Tucker, San Juan; J. E.
Edens, B. D. Minkler, Skagit; George H. Stev
enson, Skamania; Alexander Robertson, A. H.
Eddy, Snohomish; J. W. Feighan, J. E.
Gandy, S. C. Grubb, J. S. Brown, A. K. Clarke,
E, B. Dean, Spokane; M. A. Randall, Stevens;
W. G. Bush, Francis Rotch, Thurston; Joseph 1

G. Megler, Wahkiakum; Joseph Painter, Z. K.
Straight, James Cornwall, Walla Walla; R.
W, Montray, George Judson, Whatcom; J. c.
Turner, E. R. Pickerell, J. T. Peterson, R. H.
Hutchinson, B. R. Ostrander, Whitman; John
Cleman, Yakima.

On joint ballot the republican majority of
the legislature was ninety-six, thus insuring the
election of two United States senators. \Vat
son C. Squire and John B. Allen were elected,
their respective votes on joint ballot being sev
enty-six and seventy-one. In the United States
senate Mr. Squire drew the short term, expiring
March 4, 1891, and Mr. Allen'served the long

•

term, expiring March 4, 1893. In January,
1891, Mr. Squire was re-elected for six years.
The omission of the signiture of Governor
Mason to a certificate accompanying a copy of
the constitution adopted, caused a delay in the
proclamation of President Harrison, and in
consequence of this the legislature had assem
bled before Washington was actualy a state.
On November II, 188g, the proclamation was
issued by the President, attested by James G.
Blaine, secretary of state, and Washington
stepped into the ranks of that sisterhood at
whom she had long looked with rather envious
eyes. During the past fifteen years her course
as a state has been one fulfilling the most san
guine expectations of her sponcors. Indeed, a
retrospective glance shows scarcely one unwise
step taken by the leading factors in her political
and industrial history from the first agitation
for territorial division until to-day.

At the date of admission into the union
Washington had, approximately, a population
of 200,000. The census of 1900 accords the
state 518,103, and the past four years have ma
terially increased these figures. From twenty
eight counties at the period of admission the
state now has thirty-six, and Indian reserva
tions to the number of fourteen. We can not
more fittingly close this portion of our history
than with the words of the late Julian Ralph,
written ten years ago:

"Washington is in every material way a
grand addition to the sisterhood of states. With
the easy and rich fancy of the west, her people
say that if you build a Chinese wall around
Washington, the state will yield all that her
inhabitants need without contributions from
the outer world."

•
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PART II.

HISTORY OF LINCOLN COUNTY
CHAPTER L

•

CURRENT EVENT5-1854-1887.

The original county formed in eastern
Washington was \Valla Walla. It was the
creation of the first Territorial Legislature of
\\"ashington, in 1854" These were its bound
aries: Commencing its line on the north bank
oj the Columbia river, opposite the mouth of
the Des Chutes ri\'er, in Oregon, and thence
running north to the 49th parallel of
north latitude. and it comprised all of
\\"ashington Territory between this line
and the Rockv Mountains, which at

•
that time included what" is now north-
ern Idaho and a part of the present state of
Jlontana, in addition to the greater part of the
present eastern \Vashington, The whole of
this \ast territory then contained less than a
dozen American citizens and the creation of
lI"alia Walla county has been spoken of as a
"Iegislati\"e absurdity."

The officials appointed to jurisdiction O\'er
this immense county failed to quali fy ; the suc
ceeding legislature in 1855 appointed others.
In this age of place-hunting and patronage-beg
ging it is interesting to note that none of the
gentlemen last appointed seemed to desire the
honors or emoluments of public office, and as
n~ne of them qualified for their positions the
\Valla Walla county organization was of mere-
ly "nOlntnal character as was the case the year

5

previous. But in January, 1859, Walla Walla
county was successfully organized, The county
seat was located at a small settlement which had
sprung up near Mill Creek. Its first name was
Steptoeville; then Waiilatpu, and at the first
meeting of the commissioners it was given the
name of Walla \Valla. In 1858 the Territorial
Legislature organized the county of Spokane.
These were the boundaries: Beginning at the
mouth of the Snake river, thence following the
river to the 46th parallel; thence east to the
crest of the Rocky mountains; thence following
the divide of the Rocky il10untains north to the
49th parallel; thence down the Columbia river
to the place of beginning. In the bill, county
commissioners and other. officials were named,
but county organization did not materialize
de facto. The following year new officials
were named with the result that none qualifie,L
It was a duplication of the \Valla Walla organ
ization. In 1860 another "act to create and or
ganize the county of Spokane," was passe,l by
the Territorial Legislature. County organiza
tion was effected-a county comprising about
one-third of the state of Vv'ashington, and por
tions of Idaho and Montana. Pinkney City,
about three miles from the present town of Col
ville, Stevens county, was named as the county"
seat of all this wide expanse of territory. In
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January, 1863, the legislature created the coun
ty of Stevens, the same being taken from Walla
\Valla county. It was located at that period en
tirely west of the Columbia river and along the
borders of the British Possessions, and north
of the Wenatchee river. March 3, 1863, con"
gress forced a division of this large county by
organizing the Territory of Idaho from the
eastern portion of Washington. This greatly
reduced the size of the Brobdingnagian Spo
kane county.

In 1864, by legislative act the county of
Spokane ceased to exist, and thenceforth it was
known as Stevens county. The county seat
remained at Pinkney City, or Fort Colville,
these names being interchangeable. vVhitman
county was cut off in 1871; at that period it
included Adams and Franklin counties. Octo
ber 30, 1879, Spokane county was organized
from a part of Stevens county. At that time
the area included Spokane, Douglas and Lin
coln counties. The boundaries of Spokane
county, as created at that time were as follows:
Commencing at a point where the section line
between sections 21 and 28, in township 14,
range 27, Willamette Meridian, Washington
Territory, strikes the main body of the Colum
bia river on the west side of the island; thence
west to the mid-channel of the Colum
bia river; thence up the mid-channel of
the Cclumbia river to the Spokane river;
thence up the mid-channel of the Spo
kane river to the Little Spokane river;
thence north to the township line between
townships 29 and 30: thence east to the bound
ary line between Washington and Idaho Ter
ritories; thence south on the said boundary line
to the fifth standard parallel; thence west on
said parallel to the Columbia guide meridian;
thence south on said meridian to the fourth
standard parallel: thence west on fourth stand
ard parallel to the range line between ranges
27 and 28; thence south on said range line to
the section line between sections Nos. 24 and I
25, in township 14, north, range 27 east, Willa-

mette Meridian; thence west to the place of be-
• •gmnmg.

Within these boundaries were the present
counties of Spokane, Lincoln and Douglas, with
an area of 8,844 square miles. The legislative
session of 1883 changed the map of eastern
Washington. In the Big Bend country, with
which we have to deal particularly, the four
counties which form that country were created;
Lincoln and Douglas from the western portion
of Spokane county, and Adams and Franklin
from the western part of Whitman county.

We have traced the county formations of
eastern Washington so far as they effect Lin
coln county. The Spokane county, as formed
in 1879, remained intact until 1883, when the
present Lincoln county was formed. But be
fore proceeding with the creation of the county
let us look into the early settlement before it
became a county. All these changes indicated
a period of voluminous immigration. The days
of the aborigines, the explorers, the fur traders
and the missionaries, which we have glanced
at in brief panorama, were merging into those
of the agriculturist, the miner, the tradesman
and the scholar, with the soldier on the stage
during the brief intervals between acts.

Previous to the advent of white men Lincoln
county contained an Indian trail extending
from east to west. It was considered one of the
most popular Indian thoroughfares in east~rn

\Vashington. The over-night camping place
was the spring where now is located the tOWll
of Davenport. Bunch grass was abundant in
the neighborhood and the present site of Dav
enport was in the nature of an oasis.

Otto Woolweber, residing eight miles north
of Reardan, Lincoln county, an enthusiastic
delver after, data relating to the early history
of the west, has in his possession valuable writ
ings and maps, once the property of Governor
Isaac Ingalls Stevens' surveying party which

•

passed through the Territory of Washington In
1853. From this source we learn that a detach
ment of this party under Lieutenant Richard
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\rnold traversed a portion of what is now Lin-
•

coIn county. From Fort Colville Lieutenant
Arnold followed the Columbia down to the
point "'here Hunter Creek (Paw-Waw) forms
a confluence with that stream. From here he
crossed over the ridge toward the Spokane
rirer, camping November, 16, 1853, on the
north side of this stream where now is located
the Detillion bridge. On the 17th he crossed
the Spokane and traversed the Spokane and
Columbia bluffs to the Columbia river and that
erening camped where Peach, or Orchard Val
lelo is now located. Still following the bluffs,
down the Columbia he camped on the 18th
near Hellgate and on the evening of the 19th
near where Tipso is located. The party entered
the Grand Coulee, the altitude at this point reg
istering 1.435 feet, and on the 20th went into
camp where now stands Coulee City, Douglas
county. At this place Lieutenant Arnold

· jo\1t1d the altitude to be 1,642 feet above sea
· Jerel. They explored and followed the Grand

Coulee to the Columbia river reaching it .No
\'ember 25th. From this point the party march
ed to Fort Walla WaIla.

So early as 1858 what is now Lincoln coun
ty was traversed by a party of miners on their
way to the famous Fraser river mines. Hun
dreds of sanguine, stalwart men passed through
the Territory of 'Washington and up the Okan
ogan ri\'er, that year, to the newly discover.ed
gohl fields which, at that period had created
the wildest exci tement, as did the Klondike
country in the 90'S. There is substantial evi
dence that at least one party en route to the
Fraser river made its way there via Lincoln
Connt)'. A company of 350 men and several
thousand head of stock left The DaIles, Oregon,
bound for Fraser, river. They traveled from

· l' .
he Dalles to WaIla \VaIla where government

officials were then building the fort. Here the
company employed an Indian to guide them to
the mouth of the Okanogan river. The guide

· lost tl '11e tral and the mining party struck the
Columbia, opposite the mouth of the Sans Poil

river. From there they made their way to the
Okanogan country. It r,equired a number of
days to cross the Columbia. In due time they
won their way to the Fraser river, about thirty
days out from The DaIles to the diggings.

Among the party who crossed the Big Bend
plains in 1858 were J. R. Whitaker, who in
188 I returned to Lincoln county and settled on
a ranch near Harrington, and Hiram F. Smith,
better known in politics and mining circles as
"Okanogan Smith." Returning from the Fra
ser river country in 1860 Mr. Smith took up a
ranch at the foot of Osoyoos lake, in what is
now Okanogan county. Here he resided for
many years and did much for, the advancement
of that northern country. In 1861 William
Newman, after whom Newman's lake was
named, came to the present site of Sprague.
Here he became proprietor of a station for trav
elers and government express animals. At that
early period Mr. Newman's nearest neighbors
were a lone settler at the mouth of the Palouse
river, and Mr. James Monaghan. The latter
came to this country in 1860 and established a
ferry on the newly completed military road
where it crossed the Spokane river, some twen
ty miles below the faIls. Mr. Monaghan sub
sequently had charge of what was known as
the Lapray bridge.

One of the first permanent settlers-if not
the first-to locate in what afterwards became
Lincoln county, was R. M. Bacon. Mr. Bacon
left his home in Boston in 1860 and headed for
the west. Three years later he came to the Col
ville vaIley, in Stevens county, where he re
mained until 1871. He then came to the Crab
creek country, in Lincoln county, and engaged
in raising cattle. Save for an occasional band
of Indians and the wild animals that ranged
over the prairies. the entire country was a wild
waste, destitute of life and denounced by mili
tary authority as a howling desert. Mr. Bacon
confesses that he was a trifle lonesome the first
year he passed in the Crab creek country, but
after that he was satisfied with his lot. He says
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that occasionally the Indians were a little ugly,
hut he was never. molested, and did not think
there was ever real cause for alann. Within a
few years after Mr. Bacon's arrival in this part
of the country other hardy pioneers came and
settled in his vicinity. In course of time a post- .

office was established on Crab creek, known as
the Crab creek Post Office. Mr. Bacon became
the first postmaster in Lincoln county. Mail
was received once a week by stage.

'When the first settlers ventured out upon
the broad bunch grass plains of Lincoln county
and other parts of Central \ Vashington, only
the bottom lands along flowing creeks were con
sidered of any value, and in such places these
early pioneers sought to make themseh'es
homes. For agricultural purposes the uplands
were considered worthless; fit only for roving
bands of cattle, horses and sheep. But a few
years later and it was discO\'ered that the up
lands were the better, and settlers who located
upon them soon found that they were more
eligibly situated than those II'ho had preceded
them and chosen homes on creek bottoms.

Undoubtedly the oldest settler of Lincoln
county, or of the whole Big Bend country, \I'as
Samuel Wilbur Condin (sometimes spelled
Condit,) but who was better known through
out the northwest as "\Yild Goose Bill." Feb
ruary r, 1895, the \\'ilbur Register explained
editoriallv, as follows:-

"As there seellls to be some question con-
cerning the correct orthography of '\Vild Goose
Bill's' name, the Register will state, on the au
ity of his own signature, that the proper spelling
is Samuel \ Vilbur Condit. The surname was

originally Condin, hut some years ago it was
erroneous] y spelled Condit in a patent from the
government, and this orthography Bill accept
ed, and has since spelled his name accordingly."

Samuel Wilbur Condit, \\'ho was known
personally or by reputation to almost every man

woman or child in the Pacific northwest, as
"Wild Goose Bill," was born in Orange, Xew

Jersey, about 1835. Being from childhood of

an adventurous disposition he struck out early
for the west in search of fortune. He stopped

for a time in Illinois, but soon pushed On to
the golden shore 'of Cali fornia, where he ar.
rived at an early day. Thence he drifted north.
ward, and in the 60's he was engaged in
freighting over the trackless plains of the Big
Bend from Walla Walla to the placer camp;
along the Columbia river. The exact date thai
he came to this country is uncertain. In an

inten-iew in 1889 he made the statement that
he had lived in the Big Bend thirty years which
would make the period of his arrival in 1839.
Condit, or Condin, was a "squaw man," and
-for years lived in a country where the face oi a
white man was seldom seen. About 1875 he
became known to the fell' early settlers of ml

ern Washington. At that period he was prv
prietor of a cayuse pack train engaged in tran;
porting supplies from \Valla \Valia and other
points which were then supply depots for the
unsettled region embracing northern Idaho and
northeastern \,Vashington, to miners and pro;·
peetors scattered through the mountains. and tv

sun'eyors Il;ho were then exploring the conn·
try, seeking a feasible route to the seaboard jor

the Xorthern Pacific railroad. Condin had
made frequent trips through the Big Bend

country to the mines of the north. It was O~

day, long ago, that he first saw the site Irhert
\Vilbur now stands. He stood on the diriding
ridge south of town, and S::l\V the clear Iratef;
of the Little Ridge, fringed with a luxnfiant
growth of aspens, willows and cottonlm11.

meandering down the valley and off throngh a

natural meadow to the beautiful lake ne,tling

among the rocks a mile below. Then anel there
he resolved that at some future time he wonld

•

call this channing spot his home. and he tre·
quently made it his resting place during long

and toilsome journeys.
At length, probably about 1875, becoming

wearied of his nomadic life, he pitched his (en
t

in this beautiful valley and made it his pef
. 'as nnmanent home. The land at that tIme II-
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surveyed, but he staked off his claim, built a
cabin, disposed of his pack train, invested all of
his available cash in horses and cattle and
branched out into the stock-growing business.
Later, when the land was surveyed, Condit

. made his filing, and afterwards made final proof
and acquired title from the United States gov
ernment to the land on which is now located the
10\111 of Wilbur. It was at this time that the
O'ol'enltl1ent made the mistake of engrossing
~

the papers and land patent under the name of
"Condit.·' According to the rude forms of
marriage practiced among her tribe he took to
himself an Indian maiden. His frontier ranch,
marked on the early maps by hardy explorers I
as "\rild Goose Bill's Place," was the ground. I

occupied by the site of the present flourishing
tullU of Wilbur. Here, for many years, he
tontinued to reside with his Indian wi fe by
\Ihom he had three sons. A mass of sensational
sturies have been floated concerning Condin's
I\ild life. It has been asserted that he had
killed innumerable Incnans "for interfering
\Iith his domestic relations." His killing rec
ord, however, embraced five Indians, shot in a
running fight while resisting arrest. The story
\Ihich has been repeated many times, that he
killed the man who first dubbed him "Wild
Goose Bill," is untrue. The following, his last
will and testament, made just prior to his tragic
death. is of historical intererst:

"Condin's Ferry, January 19, 1895. Know
all men by these presents that I Samuel VV'ilbur
Condit being in my right mind & knowing
that life is uncertain do make my last will and
testament on this day of our Lord January the
n1l1teant eightten hundred & nity five it is my
desire to give my son george Conduit my prop
pert)' known as Condine fery & to will & be
queath to my son Wille)' Condit five dollars &
fil ',tI. cents the balance of my property real &
jllrSme! to my cripple son Charles excepting
m '
, )' mterest that myself & R. J. Reave Hold
JOl11tl)' on setcion eight I will my interest on the

. same to R J Reaves & his Heirs & assigease I

alsor appoint R J Reave my Adminesterater &
exectuor without bonds stipulating that he see
to my cripple son Charles & that he is well taken
care of as long as he Lives my propperty
known as the Mitchell place I bequeath
to R. J. Reaves provided he pays the
Mortgag on the same it is my de
sire that R. J. Reaves rents my proper
ty & aplyes the rents to the maintence of my
cripple son Charles in case of His Death it is
my desire that my sole property shall be aplied
to the School fund of \Vilbur, & also that theree
Be enoughf sold to pay all of my Just debts.
Hoping & trusting that R J Reaves will act in
good faith I revoke all former wills up to this
date witness my Hand & Seal

"(My Hand & Seal)
"Samuel Wilbur Condit

"Witness George G. James
"Burt D. \Voodin"

"Wild Goose Bill" had his good traits, but,
raised in a rough school, in which self-reliance
and the unbounded freedom of the frontier that
inculcates the impression that might makes
right, endow a man with unconventional char
acteristics that would not be regarded as en
tirely the pink of propriety, Bill, had, also, his
weaknesses. Condin located and lived on the
land now embraced in the townsite of Wilbur.
He also owned a ferry on the Columbia river,
that was operated for many years, and other col
lateral that made him a comparatively wealthy
man. There were no white women in the land
when Condin first settled therein, and he took
unto himself an Indian wife. By her he had
several children. Later in life he married an
other squaw and a child was born that developed
into a helpless cripple. In his later years the
whole affection of the old man was concentrated
in this deformed, epileptic, speechless offspring.
His intese love for the unfortunate child was a .
redeeming feature in the rough, frontiersman'!,;
life. The manner in which S. W. Condin se
cured the cognomen, "Wild Goose Bill," is told
by the Lincoln County Times:
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"It is said that Mr. Condin received his pic

turesque nickname when he was a callow youth
of twenty summers. The Big Bend country
was, as yet, unsettled. Condin was out on a
hunting expedition and he wanted game. Sud
denly he espied a large flock of geese on a lit
tle rivulet. His heart stood still. Cautiously
he crept closer and closer to the unsuspecting
quarry. The geese rose and fell on each little
ripple, an~ with the proverbial stupidity of
geese imagined themselves in safety.

"The huntsman drew nearer and nearer.
"Suddenly the sport commenced. Condin

began shooting, and in a short time had bagged
the entire flock. Then a woman who had set
tled on a neighboring clearing, approached and
viewed the scene of slaughter.

"What business have you killing my pets?
she yelled in a voice pitched in C alt.

"The story got out, and the man who mis
took a flock of tame birds for wild ones, wore
the original title, 'Wild Goose Bill: until his
death. The virago was appeased by the pay
ment of several pieces of silver, but the incident
came down from mouth to mouth to the present
generation."

Many years previous to the advent of white
men in the Big Bend country it is known that
Chinamen carried on placer mining along the
upper Columbia river. These Celestials have
worked the gold from the sands of that river.
ever since, in a primitive way and undoubtedly
fortunes have been secured. One of many
spots visited in the early days by the Chinese
was in Lincoln county, opposite the mouth of
the Sans Poil river.

Sam Wow, an aged Chinaman and a pio
neer miner of the Columbia bars, in this vicin--
ity, is now a resident of \Vulbur. Sam claims
to have first done placer mining her.e about
1864, and travelers through the country ten
years after this date state that he was engaged
in work there. Sam is uncertain of the exact
date when he came to the country, but he re
members that he was ushered in by the worst

snowstorm that ever. visited the locality. Ac.
cording to his description any storm of later
years would certainly have to take second place
in the climatology of \Vashington. He came
in from the east and states that in places the
snow was ten feet deep and the cold terrible.
As a consequence of that ·first trip to the Colum
bia placer fields Sam \Vow lost the first joint
from each one of his ten fingers, and, also.
suffered the separation between himself an::
several of his toes. But he was not to be de
terred by such a calamity. He had entered upon
a prospecting tour which included a visit to the
upper Columbia, and thither he went. Age and
continual stooping while shoveling the gravel
from placer beds have imparted a permanem
twist to his body; his manner of walking im
parts the impr.ession of an animated corkscrew.

Captain John McGourin, an early settler
of Lincoln county, came about 1875.

June 14, 1877, Chief Joseph's band of Xez
Perces took up arms, their field of operations
being Camas Prairie, "in Idaho. The United
States government at once proceeded with yigor
to suppress the uprising, but the troops did not
arrive in time to pr.event the murder by Indians
of many defenseless and inoffensive settlers.
Reports gained currency that the Palouses.
Couer d' Alenes, and Spokanes had gone on the
war-path, and that Chief Mos.es was on his way
south to join the hostile warriors. A general
feeling of uneasiness prevailed among the set
tlers of eastern \Vashington. . Then the people
were thrown into a panic and the wildest and
most ludicrous excitement prevailed. Utterly
unfounded rumors of massacres and depreda
tions were passed from person to person and,
as is usual in such cases, they lost nothing of

•
their hideous aspect in the course of their tray'
els. In Whitman county fear assumed the pro
portions of a panic. Reason appeared to hal"e
temporarily surrendered her citadel and wild
fancy ruled. The stock, which at the time hap
pened to be in corrals, were left without food
or drink, while the animals fortunate enough
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io be at liberty when the "scare" developed,
wandered about at will. Settlers hastily re
paired to Colfax. Wagons were driven down
the steep hills heading to the Whitman county
seat town at a gallop. Never befor,e or since
hare the streets of Colfax witnessed such a
scene of turmoil. It is certain that had there
been any Indians in the vicinity disposed to
make an attack but feeMe resistance could have
been offered under the circumstances. Many
of the fugitives dared not trust even Colfax
or Palouse for protection, but pushed on until
Walla Walla or Dayton had been reached.
Rifles, revolvers, shotguns and weapons of all
kinds were hurridly made ready for use. Men
rushed about excitedly while women and chil
dren greeted each new report of butcheries with
loud lamentations and wailings. The Indians,
many miles away, were no doubt totally un
conscious of the commotion they were causing,
and, as was afterwards discovered, the northern
Indians were somewhat perturbed, believing
the whites were meditating offensive 111ther
than defensive warfare.

Settlers on Crab creek, now within the ter
ritory comprising the counties of Lincoln and
Douglas, like the settlers in \Vhitman and other
portions of eastern Washington, abandoned
their homes so soon as the first danger note had
been sounded. They set out for Walla Walla
and other points, but before proceeding far on
their journey some of the bolder ones decided
to return to their, homes and brave all dangers.
Meanwhile a small band of Columbia river In
dians on their way from the camas grounds,
had discovered that everything was deserted
and had' helped themselves to whatever they
could find in the way of provisions, clothing
and stock. The returned farmers saw these
depredations, and not remaining to ascertain
their true extent, fled in haste, circulating all
Sorts of exaggerated reports. Their stories
had the effect of confirming the general impres
SIOn of an uprising of the northern Indians.
Among the many settlers who rushed to Col-

fax there were a few logical enough to desire
some certain evidence of the presence of Indians
in their section. About twenty of these organ
ized themselves into a scouting party, and 011

the second day of the scare set out on an expe
dition. They saw no traces of hostilities. None
of the farms which they visited had been in
any way disturbed, but the cattle in the corrals
were beginning to feel the pangs of hunger and
thirst, and were endeavoring to make their
wants known by brute signals. At Fort How
ard, Idaho, the party was informed that Joseph's
band had not crossed the Clearwater, a bit of
news which, no doubt, proved very soothing to
the friends at home. It was said by some one
that the Catholic missionary, Father Cataldo,
was being detained at his mission by the Coeur
d' Alene Indians, and two of the party, D. S.
Bowman and James Tipton, set out for that
'place to investigate, while the rest returned to
Colfax. Messrs. Bowman and Tipton found
the Indians greatly excited, believing the "Bos
tons," as they called the Americans, were pre
paring to attack them. They had construed the
warlike preparations as evidence of hostile in
tent on the part of the whites and were prepar-

•

ing to defend themselves if assaulted. The
same was true of the Palouse and Spokane
tribes. There can be no doubt that the service
of the two dauntless white men in this matter
was of inestimable value. They allayed the
fears of the red men, explaining the true situa
tion and convincing them of the pacific dispo
sition of the whites. The account which they
brought back to Colfax had a pacifying influ
ence there, and as further evidence that no harm
was intended they bore certificates of peaceful
intentions from the chiefs. These had been
procured by Father Cataldo. The arrival of
these two men at Colfax was most opportune.
The settlers returned to their homes and found
that in some instances the Indians, far from en
tertaining a hostile thought, had even protected
the crops from damage by loose cattle and taken
care of the deserted property.

, "..•
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June 30th, Rev. H. T. Cawley, a mission- homestead his property consisted of three

ary stationed at Spokane Falls, wrote concern- horses, a dilapidated wagon and only a few dol
ing the attitude of the Indians in that vicinity: lars. One of the horses was killed by an acci
"I hasten to give assurance of the pacific dis- dent the first winter.. His nearest neighbor
position of the Spokanes, also of the Snake lived fifteen miles distant. After erecting a
River, Nez Perce and Palouse Indians camped small "shack" Mr. Strout drove to Colfax
here. In public council held last Monday at the for his winter's supplies and seed for the fol
'Falls,' they unanimously declared their friend- lowing season. Upon reaching home he had
Iiness toward the whites, and we have found remaining in money just ten cents. Undaunt
them thus far unusually careful" to avoid giving:ed, himself and wife started in to build up a
offense. The Spokanes, have, of course, been . home in the new country. Their many make
solJlewhat alarmed both at the gathering of the . shifts are amusing to talk of at the present day,
whites at Colfax, and at the 'Falls,' but now but were, indeed, trying at the time. The\'

•
that all have returned to their homes every- I dro\'e a long distance to a neighbor's and made
thing has quited down." \ an arrangement by which Mr. Strout took a

It is evident that no real danger ever exist- ';sow to feed and winter for half the pigs. ;\lrs.,
ed and that the scare was utterly baseless in i i Strout secured a hen, half of the brood to be
fact. The northern Indians never contempla- ; paid for the use of the bird. During the winter
ted an outbreak and the hostile tribes returned the couple managed to get hold of a IVlexican
east over the Lolo trail, utterly ignoring the dollar; in the spring it was pawned to a sheep
Palouse country. Ludicrous though the white herder for a mutton. Mr. Strout was unable
stampede may seem, a momentous crisis exist- to redeenl the pledge. For flour they dried
ed, for such were the conditions prevailing wheat in the oven and ground it in a coffee mill.
among both whites and Indians that an indis- The shifty expediences to get along were only
creet act on the part either might have precipi- similar to the experience of many of the early
tated a barbarous and sanguinary war. settlers. However, Mr. Strout never despaired.

•

. In 1878 O. B. Parks, one of the pioneer Serious accidents he encountered, once accident-
settlers of Lincoln county, came from Califor- Iy shooting himself from which he barely re-

. .
nia and settled one mile north of the present covered. He was treated by physicians from
site of Davenport. The same year J. G. Keth- Sprague and Fort Spokane; at another time he
roe located on a homestead in the netghbor- suffered from a fearful kick in the face. But
hood of Reardan, and Barney Fitzpatrick set- ad\'ersity did not remain with him always.
tied on a stock ranch and engaged in the busi- Gradually he accumulated land and personal
ness of raising cattle. Soon after the establish- property until he became independent.
ment of Fort Sp~kane he contracted with the The original settler to locate a homestead
United States government to supply the troops in the "Egypt" country was Joseph M. Nichols,
with fresh beef. who came there in 1879.

Among the very earliest to make a home in Mr. C. C. May, president of the Big Bend
Lincoln county were Mr. and Mrs. A. D. National Bank, Davenport, came to Lincoln
Strout. They secured a homestead four and county in the earliest days of its eventful his·
one-half miles southeast of Davenport in 1879. tory in 1879. At that period he was a member
Taking the limit of the number of acres a muni- of a government surveying party. He was
ficient government grants to every bona fide pleased with the country and decided to locate
settler, Mr. Strout's original possession con- here. Securing a homestead within five miles
sisted of 160 acres. When he settled on his of the present site of Davenport he erected a
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small house consisting oi one room, measuring
from the ground to the ceiling seven feet. A
-ear or two later he added a second room and
;()'ai~ a third. Concerning the condition of the
c~untry at that pioneer period Mr. May said:
"Why, we could travel for. weeks and not see
a \rhite man. The only white person I remem
1Jer was 'Wild Goose Bill,' who was holding the
fort at what is now the town of Wilbur."

Mr. May has left his impress upon the com
nmnity in which he resides, and. has labored
assiduously to build up the country. In 1880
he was chosen one of the commissioners of Spo
kane county, which then comprised the present
counties of Lincoln and Douglas. Although
he has been pressed to accept many other. offices
this is the only one he ever held in this locality.

In ]879 A. G. Courtright settled on a farm
a short distance east from where Mondovi now
stands. In company with his son he conducted
the stage station there for .many years. It was
an inn, or caravansary, for all travelers who
passed back and forth from the Big Bend pre
"ious to the advent of railroads. Among other
early pioneers were Mr. and Mrs. L. A. Ken
neely who came to the country in 1879, settling
on a homestead a few miles southeast of Dav
enport. T. M. Cooper, who became prominent
as a business man and active politician, came
also in 1879, settling near the present site of
Creston. The same year Byron Richards lo
cated on a homestead near old Mondovi.
Among others who "spied out the country"
the same year and found it good were James
Hurlbert, who made his residence one and one
half miles west of Davenport; Horace Parker,
locating in the Crab creek country near the pt;es
ent town of Lamona; and Mr: and Mrs. John
Oakley who pitched their tent in Egypt, comhg
here from California.

lI-1ajor John Worts, now a resident of Dav
enport, is a pioneer of Lincoln county havino-. , '"
paId his first visit to the country in 1879. He
traveled over the greater portion of the pres
ent LinCOln county, and his description of the

country at that early period is intensely inter
esting. Only a few hardy pioneers had pIe·
ceded him and for miles and miles he pushed
on without encountering a white man. Majnr
Worts states that the number of wiid fowl
then in the country was astonishing, and ce
clares that he dare not make a true statement
of the facts, desiring to retain his excellent rep
utation for veracity. April 2 I, 1879, Mr. Worts
camped at the spring, now in the heart of the
city of Davenport. He did not at this time
become a citizen of the town, or of Lincoln
county, but a few years later he came ,back,
made a permanent location and operated a saw
mill in the nqrthern part of the county.

The year 1880 witnessed the establishment
of a United States government military post
within the boundaries of what a few years later
became Lincoln county. The condition of the
country at this period may be described as wild.
There were a few settlers along Crab creek in
the southern part of the county and active pre
parations for the building of the Northern
Pacific Railway had ipduced a few people to
come to what is now Sprague. The inhabitants
of the eastern upper portion of Lincoln county
could, probably, be counted on one's fingers.
The site for Fort Spokane, or Post Spokane,
as it was first called, was selected in Septem
ber, 1880, by General O. O. Howard, depart
ment commander, and Lieutenant Colonel Mer
riam, of the Second U. S. Infantry. These
officers selected the site on the beautiful bench
just above the Spokane river, only a short dis
tance from where that river flows into the Col
umbia. It was one of the prettiest among the
frontier posts and was selected because it was
in easy striking distance of the Colville Indian
•

Agency, just across the river. To this newly
selected post were brought five companies of
the Second Infantry and one troop of the Sec
ond Cavalry under command of Lieutenant
Colonel Merriam. These troops were brought
from the foot of Lake Chelan, where they had
been for some time exerting a wholesome in-
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fluence upon the Chelan Indians. Shortly after
the establishment of Fort Spokane Lieutenant
Colonel Merriam \\"as remo\'ed to Fort Colville,
in Ste\"ens county, and Major Smith became
commander-in-chief during his absence. No
permanent improvements were made at the new
fort until 1882, when Fort Coh'ille was aban
doned and Lieutenant Colonel Merriam again
assumed command, remaining until the comple
tion of the fort in 1885. \Vith his return the
erection of buildings was begun and the place
became known as Fort Spokane. The fort was
constructed on elaborate principles. The go\"
ernment expended thousands of dollars, install
ing handsome quarters for officers and privates,
such store buildings as were necessary, a sys
tem of water works and all the accessories need
ful for a first-class military station. There
were a dozen large frame buildings on the
north side of the enclosure, utilized as
officers' quarters. There were vast bar
racks peopled by the men in the ranks,
brick guard houses, commissary buildings.
stables, etc. A system of water works com
posed of a pumping station on the river and a
large reservoir on the hill side south of the
fort, carried water throughout the grounds.

In 1885 the buildings were completed and
Lieutenant Colonel Merriam was relieved by
Lieutenant Colonel Fletcher, and the Second
Infantry was exchanged for three companies
of the Fourth Infantry. The following year
Major Kent, of the Fourth Infantry, assumed
command at the fort. Other commanders in
the order named have been: Lieutenant Col
onel Mears, of the Fourth Infantry. who died
at the fort in 1890; Lieutenant Colonel Cook,
of the Fourth; Major Carpenter, of the Fourth;
and Major McGoughlin, of the Sixteenth In
fantry.

The spot is one of the most beautiful in the
state. The grounds are a net-work of sewers
and water mains. There was a double system
of water works in use at the fort; one a reser
voir of pure spring water on the hill, high above

the garrison, and piped down. to the quarters
for the domestic use of both officers and men',
the other source of supply was by means of a
steam engine located at the Spokane river, forc.
ing water through another set of pipes for the
stables, fire and irrigating purposes.

Another prominent Lincoln county settler
of 1880 was \V. H. Vandine. In the autull1n
of that year he entered a homestead claim three
miles north of what subsequently developed into
the tO\\'ll 0.£ Davenport. ~orthern Lincoln
countv recei\'ed its first settlers, outside of a

•

few who have been mentioned heretofore. in
1880. Many came to Egypt that fall. The iol·
100ving year others came, nearly all settling in
Egypt and quite a colony was there in 1881.
\Villiam Yarwood was one of the first settlers
in central Lincoln county, taking up a home
stead near Harrington in 1880. Still, it is trne
that only a comparatively few hardy pioneers
had settled in what later became Lincoln conn·
ty prior to the building of the Northern Pa·
cific railroad through the southeast corner oi
the county in 1880-1. \Vith the construction oi
this line of road settlement began to push ant
rapidly over. the lands in the southern part oi
the county tributary to the new railroad. The
first settler in the Reardan neighborhood was
J. F. Rice who went there in 188I. Isaac Mul
hiem settled near Mondovi long before the
formation of Lincoln county.

The winter of 188I was one to try the
"summer soldier. and the sunshine patriot."
Snow fell to a great depth and for many clays
travel was interrupted. Most of the stock in
the country perished. Mr. Barney Fitzpatrick,
mentioned elsewhere, and one of the earliest
settlers in the county, a number of years after
ward told of an experience he had during that
severe winter. He was caught in the storm at
Deep Creek Falls, and realizing that the block
ade would last for some time he struck out for
home on horseback. At that time he livecl a

•

short distance west of the present townsite ot
Davenport. There were only a few scattered
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houses over the route traveled by him, but he
managed to reach one every night. He was six
days making the trip. The snow was soft and
so deep that he had to break a path for his
animal amI when he succeeded in gaining his
home he was completely exhausted.

In early days the United States government
transported all of its army supplies in \¥ash
inulOn Territory with four and six mule teams.

"So frequent were the trips from one post to
another that the trails they followed became
established roadways for all travelers in those
da,·s. The great, heavy army wagons would
w;ar cuts through the prairie sad and the rains
would wash these out each season, compelling
the army trains to follow a new track along the
old one; and these in turn would be washed
out, thus continuing this plan annually until
a well-defined and c1earlv marked trail would

. -
be de,·eloped. For many years after the use of
these trails had been abandoned and even
ailer the advent of the railroad through
the Territory these government trails
would be referred to in describing the
topography of the country. \"hen the
settlers came and took up homesteads in the
country they would designate their homes as
being at such a point along "the old govern
ment trail." One of the best known of these
trails in eastern \¥ashington traversed what
later became Lincoln countv. It was in use-
during the time when army supplies were trans-
ported from Walla :Walla to Fort Spokane, and
was used not only by· military men, but also by
immigrants and miners who were traveling in
this direction. A favorite camping place for.
these caravans was at Cottonwood Springs, the
best water supply along the entire route. A
\'olume of water as large around as the hub of
a wagon wheel, and as cold as ice, continually
pOurs out from Cottonwood Springs, creating
qUIte a little stream or creek along the banks
of which a small forest has grown. It was
this cool water and the welcome shade that in
duced the army caravans and the immigrants

to camp here. This greatly appreciated spring
is in the heart of the city of Davenport, county
seat of Lincoln county.

In 1882 and 1883 Lincoln county suffered
from a most peculiar. pest-the cricket scourge.
Pioneers tell us that the cricket epoch was the
most remarkable ever encountered in a new
country. Myriads of large, black crickets,
measuring from one to two inches long swarmed
out of the earth and up through the snow, am
devastated the fields for two seasons. The)
made their first appearance in 1882. Settlers
combined their forces and dug ditches, sur
rounding their farms with pits five rods apart,
and men, women and children worked day and
night with brooms, sweeping the pests into pits
and destroying them. The bulk of their crops
destroyed, families subsisted on peas and fish
throughout the season. If people could have
obtained the means to escape, the country would
have been depopulated. The scourge was worse
during the year 1883 than the previous season.
The appearance of the crickets the third year
created a panic among the settlers. The peo
ple fully realized that the destruction of the
crops then meant ruin. But they met the enemy
with the courage of true \Vashingtonians-a
courage which then amounted almost to iero
city. Deeper were dug the ditches, their mileage
was extended, and the broom brigades fought
with the desperation of people forced to fight
for their lives. Just as the insects were about
to conquer for the third time and the settlers
were almost ready to yield in despair, a heavy
rain set in, succeeded by frost and the crickets
tumbled into the pits to rise therefrom no more.
Great was the rejoicing \"hen it became known
that the cricket pest was completely extermin
ated.

Prior to the organization of Lincoln coun
ty, in 1883, very little' was known of the coun
try then called "\Vestern Spokane County;' ex
cept by those who had actually taken up a resi
dence in the new district. There were no rail
roads and no stage lines. Occasionally some
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party would make an extended trip on horse
back to the western country, the journey re
quired many days and numerous hardships.
Returning he would give flowery descriptions
of the fertilitv of this vast region, then contain-

•
ing but a few scatter.ed settlers; hardy pioneers
who had held their place in the van of the ad
vance of civilization. Such was the condition
of affairs when the county was organized. At
the time of the organization of Lincoln county
it was quite sparcely settled. Farms and farm
houses were few ami far between. Few acres
of the fertile soil had been mutilated by the
plow. There were no luxuries; few comforts
of life. The occasional road was only an in
distinct ribbon across the broad expanse of un
broken plain, as erratic in its course as the
steps of a drunken sailor. Everything was in
the rude, primitive condition common to west
ern pioneer Ii fe. Sprague was the only town,
given some importance by being the end of a
di vision on the Northern Pacific railroad.
Harrington and Davenport were villages, the
rudest, cheapest looking, most uninviting im
aginable, and Reardan, Wilbur, Almira, Ed
wall, Odessa and other now flourishing towns
were not dreamed of.

Not without strong opposition did the coun
ty of Lincoln come into existence. Perhaps no
other county in vVashington encountered more
determined antagonism than this. Judge' N. T.
Caton, at present a practicing attorney at Dav
enport, was the author of the bill creating Lin
coln county. At that period he was a resident
of \/Valla Walla county and was serving in the
Territorial Council. The settlers of the terri
tory proposed to be cut off from Spokane coun
ty were unanimously in favor of the bill. The
only opposition was from the Northern Pacific
Railway Company, yet it was nearly powerful
enough to defeat the bilL The reason for, the
railway's opposition was this: The Northern
Pacific Company had determined that Cheney
should be the coming town of eastern Wash-

ington. Spokane Falls was to remain a village.
Cheney was the county seat and would, un
doubtedly have remained so for many years
with the old Spokane county intact. With the
setting off of the western portion the railway
company saw that Spokane Falls would be able
to secure the county seat as it was more cen
trally located. With the building of the North.
ern Pacific road and the location of headquar.
ters at the little town of Sprague, which came
into life \dth the building of the road, Spokane,
Cheney and Sprague, all of which were then in
Spokane county, entered upon a ri valry that at
times became more interesting than friendly.
Cheney had been successful over Spokane in a
county seat contest; Spokane formed an alliance
with Sprague by the terms of which there Iyas
to be a new vote on the county seat question.
and Lincoln county was to be organized Ivith
Sprague as the county seat. 'fhe combination
worked, and a bill was passed by the legislatnre
providing for a revate in the Spokane county
seat contest. The success of the latter part of
this agreement will be seen by a further perusal
of this history.

The bill as originally introduced in the
Council provided for the naming of the new
county Sprague, in honor of John W. Sprague.
at that time general superintendent and agent
of the Northern Pacific Railway. It did not
name Davenport as the temporary county seat.
but left the location of the county seat with the
voters. How the county came to be named Lin
coln instead of Sprague is told by Judge Caton,
the author of the bill, and its most ardent sup
porter; Colonel Houghton, who had been form
erly in the employment of the Northern Pacific
Company looking after the company's lands,
was not on friendly terms with John W.
Sprague. Colonel Houghton was a member of
the Territorial Legislature of 1883, and op
posed the bill for the creation of Sprague coun

. ty. It appeared to Mr. Caton that much of this
opposition might arise from the proposed name
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vi the new county. He sought an interview
,lith the ex--official of the Northern Pacific Rail

road Company.
"Colonel," said Mr. Caton, "it appears to

me that we are making a mistake in naming
this new county after a living person. One can
neyer be sure in such a case that the name will
reflect credit upon the community. On the
other hand if we name it after some one who
has gone before and upon whose name there
can be no stain, we run no risk of the name dis
gracing us. Now, as we are naming the other
counties in the Big Bend country after noted
.-\mericans who have passed away, what do you
say to changing the name of this one from
Sprague to Lincoln?"

"Just the proper thing," replied Colonel
Houghton, and from that time he became a
supporter of the bill.

The measure passed the Council without a
dissenting vote, but in the house it was strongly
opposed. 1. N. Peyton in 1883 was associated
with J. C. Davenport in the control of the town
site of Davenport, and through his influence the
bill was amended so as to name Davenport as
the temporary county seat. In this form, but
not without opposition, it passed the house. It
will thus be seen that the first county seat fight
in Lincoln county occurred prior to the creation
of the county. Judge Caton and the supporters
of the Lincoln county bill in the Council did
not desire to have any town named as the tem
porary county seat, wishing to leave the matter
entirely in the hands of the voters, but to fail
to promptly concur in the house amendment
would prove fatal to the passage of the meas
nre at this session, as only a few days remained.
The Council, therefore, promptly concurred, al
though much pressure was brought to defeat
the bill. Mr. Caton was offered $1,000 to use
his influence against concurring in the house
bill.

Concerning the manner in which Davenport
was named as the temporary county seat of

Lincoln county in the bill creating the county,
the Sprague Herald of July 23, 1890, said:

"The bill named Sprague as the temporary
county seat and also contained a provision for
the permanent location of a coUlity seat by pop
ular vote of the people. \V"hen the measure
reached the house later on it was referr.ed to the
committee on counties in that branch. Colonel
1. N. Peyton succeeded in having the name of
Spragu~ struck from the bill and Davenport in
serted. The people of Cheney were opposed to
the bill because the division of Spokane county,
of which Cheney was at that time the county

•
seat, meant their death knell. It was thought
this change would kill the bill, for the wildest
imagination never supposed a county seat would
be located at a place thirty miles from a rail
way and telegraphic communication, and ap
proachable only by wagon roads which during
the winter were impassable, and that, too, a
place existing only in name. But the people of
Sprague concluded to accept the bill as amend
ed relying on the good sense of the voters of
Lincoln county to restore her birthright, in
which she was not disappointed."

The substitution of Davenport for Sprague
as the county seat in the Lincoln county bill
came perilously near defeating the measure.
November 20, N. T. Caton presented a petition
to the council signed by 420 persons, objecting
to Davenport being named as the capital of the
county "as there are only two houses in that
locality, and it is forty miles from any railroad
line:'

In a later number of the Herald appeared
the following:

"When the bill finally came from the com
mittee on counties, through some occult influ
ence Davenport was substituted for Sprague.
It was supposed at that time that Cheney, actu
ated by spite, and some of the people of Spo
kane at least, who owned property in Daven
port frolll nlotives of profit, had brought un
due influence to bear upon a member of that

•
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committee to make the change. When the peo
ple of Sprague had been apprised thereof they
were justly indignant. A mass-meeting was
held which was attended by Senator White
house and others from Spokane who endeavor
ed to explain the change. Sprague had it in her
power to kill the bill and allow the division of
Spokane county to go by default, and that ques
tion was under consideration. But one of her
citizens being called upon for an opinion spoke
in substance as follows: .

" 'It is true, fellow citizens, that we have
been betrayed and deceived. We have asked
for bread and have been given a stone. Whether
Spokane and her delegation are responsible for
this I know not, but this I know, that so long
as we remain in the same county with Spokane
Falls so long will we be dominated by Spokane
capital and Spokane influence. It is better,
therefore, for us to cut loose therefrom-accept
the bill, then, even in its obnoxiOlJs form, and
trust to the whirligig of time to set all things
right.'

"This reasoning prevailed and Spokane
county was divided."

The bill for the division of Spokane county
and the creation of Lincoln county passed the
house November I, 1883, by a vote of 13 to 9,
as follows: Ayes-Barlow, Blackwell, Brooks,
Clark, Coply, Kincaid, Kuhn, Martin, Miles,
Shaw, Shoudy, Young and Mr. Speaker. Nays
-Besserer, Brining, Foster, Goodell, Hun
gate, Lloyd, Ping, Stitzel, Warner, Absent,
Turpin. The bill was passed amid much excite
ment. There was a large audience in the gal
leries. Jacob Stitzel made a strong speech op
posing the measure and was followed by Mr.
Small\\'ooc1, who, upon invitation by the house,
spoke in advocacy of the bill.

Following is the text of the measure as it
finally passed:

An Act to create and organize the County of Lincoln.
Sec. I. Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly

of the Territory of Washington: That all that portion
of Spokane county, Washington Territory, described as

follows: Beginning at the point in Tonwship No. 2']

north, where the Colville guide meridian between ranges
39 and 40 east, Willamelte meridian, intersects the
Spokane river, and running thence south along said
meridian line to the township line between townships
numbered 20 and 21 north; thence west along said town_
ship line to its intersection with the Columbia guide
meridian between ranges numbered 30 and 31, east
"Villamelte meridian; thence south along said meridian
line to the township line between townships numbered
16 and 17 north; thence west on said township line to
the range line between ranges 27 and 28 east, Willa
mette meridian; thence s-outh on said range line to the
section line between sections numbered 24 and 2,5 in
township No. 14 north of range No. 27 east, Willamette
meridian; thence west on said section line to the mid.
channel of the Columbia river; thence up said river in
the middle of the channel thereof to the mouth of the
Spokane river, in the middle of the channel thereof,

·to the place of beginning, shall be known and designated
as the county of Lincoln.

Sec. 2. That John Bartol, Edward D. Willis and
John McGourin are hereby appointed county commis
sioners of said county of Lincoln.

Sec. 3. The county commissioners above named are
hereby aUlhorized within twenty days after the approval
of this act, and upon ten days notice, to qualify and enler
upon the discharge of their duties as such commission·
ers, and are hereby empowered to appoint all necessary
county officers necessary to perfect the organization of
said county; and the county commissioners aforesaid,
sheriff, auditor and the other officers appointed shall
hold their offices until the next general election and
until their successors are elected and qualified accord
ing to law.

Sec. 4. That the iustices of the peace, constables,
road supervisors and other precinct and school officers
heretofore elected and qualified, and now acting a.
such, residing in that portion of Spokane county which
is by the provisions of this act included in- the county
of Lincoln, are hereby continued as such officers in said
county of Lincoln until the next general election, and
until their succes'Sors are elected and qualified.

Sec. 5. That all taxes levied and as'Sessed for the
year 188.1 upon the persons and property within the
boundaries of Lincoln county, as herein described, shall
be collected and paid to the treasurer of the count)' of
Spokane, and shall thereafter be paid upon demand,
according to assessment, to the treasurer of the county
of Lincoln.

Sec. 6. The county auditor of Lincoln county lS

hereby authorized to take transcripts of all records,
documents and other papers on file Or of record, in the
office of the county auditor of Spokane county, which
may be necessary to perfect the records of said Lincoln
county, and for this purpose he shall have access to
the records of said Spokane county without cost.

Sec. 7. The county seat of the county of Lincoln

,
•
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'I 11\- located at the town of Davenport temporarily,\,,' lere .
- . 'J tJle same shall be permanently located by a vote of

lIl1.l •
the electors of said county at the next general electIOn.
"t the next general election the permanent location of
;h collnt)' seat of Lincoln shall be submitted to the

I 'i-Ied ejectors of said county, and the place receivingqua I
the majority of votes shall be the permanent county
scat of Lincoln county.

Sec, 8_ The county of Lincoln shall be attached to
the COlInty of Spokane for judicial and legislative pur
po:,eS' until otherwise provide~_

Sec, 9- This act shall take effect and be in force
from and after its approval.

Approved November 24, 1883·

By tracing the boundaries of Lincoln coun
t\' as described in the preceding act of the leg-,
islature it will be found to embrace the present
counties of Lincoln and Douglas. It will,
doubtless, prove news to a large majority of
Lincoln county citizens that Lincoln county, at
one time, included Douglas county, but such is
the case. The bill creating Lincoln county was
apprO\'ed by the governor November 24, 1883,
and it was four days later, or on November 28,
that the Douglas county bill was approved.
Of course there had been no county government
organized during this time, but the Douglas
county bill reads "all that part of Lincoln coun
t\'. etc."
•

The creation of Douglas, took from terri-
tory of Lincoln county, described in the act, the
following. All that portion of the county
hOllnded as. follows: Beginning at' a point
where the Columbia guide meridian intersects
the Columbia river on the northern boundary
of Lincoln county, and thence running south on
said Columbia guide meridian to the township
line, bet\\'een townships Nos. 16 and 17; thence
runn1l1g west on said township line to the range
line between ranges 27 and 28; thence south on
said range line to the section line between sec
tIons 24 and 25, in township 14, north, range
2i east; thence west on said section line to the
mid-channel of the Columbia river; thence up
said channel of said river to the-place of be
ginning. This left Lincoln county with boun
I .
(anes as they are today. Nearly every year

since that time some effort has been made to
divide the county, but as yet success has not
crowned these efforts.

The birth of Lincoln county dates from De
cember 18, 1883. On that day John Bartol, E.
D. Willis and John McGourin, who had been
named as commissioners in the act authorizing
the organization of Lincoln county, convened
at Davenport, the temporary county seat. There
was present with these gentlemen Attorney S.
C. Hyde. Having taken the oath of office the
board at once proceeded to business. Commis
sioner Bartol was elected chairman. Arrange-
ments were made with Barney Fitzpatrick for
the rent of a building, 24x36 feet in size, at $10
per month for the use of the county officers who
were named by the commissioners.'

The creation of this new county was the
signal for the influx of hundreds of settler.s.
People living at a distance learned of these rich,
broad acres awaiting the advent of the husband
man and commenced floating in. Farms were
soon under cultivation, villages sprang into
existence and the region soon became known
as the great wheat belt of the state of \Vash-
•mgton. .

The month of November, 1884, was accen
tuated by the most exciting e\'ent in the his
tory of Lincoln county; the struggle between
the towns of Sprague and Da\-enport for, pos
session of the county records and the county
seat. October 10, 1890, six years subsequently,
the Lincoln County Times explained the condi
tions of 1884 as follows:

"At the time Lincoln county was formed
•

and Davenport was made the temporary county
seat, the upper portion of the county was
sparcely populated. A considerable number of
people were collected around Davenport, better,
known as 'Cottonwood Springs,' Harrington,
l\-Iondovi and other points, while Sprague was
a growing town of 600 or 700 population. At
the general election of 1884 the people were
called upon to vote upon the location of the
county seat. There were three candidates for
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the'honor, Davenport, Harringtun and Sprague.
The campaign preceding the election was hot
and furious. At that time womeli were entitled
to the ballot. As a matter of course few voters
entitled to a vote failed to exercise that privil
ege, while considering the extent of the popula
tion, the figures would indicate that the purity
of the ballot was not a feature of the election.
The total vote polled was 2,277. Of this num
ber Sprague r.eceived 1,256; Davenport, 819;
and Harrington, 202. ~prague cast 1,023

votes. "
This contest was, indeed, spirited. Preced

ing election day Davenport was hopeful; even
jubilant. But the majority vote declared that
Sprague was to be the permanent county seat
of Lincoln tounty. Charges of fraud were at
once preferred. Sprague on that day cast over
one thousand votes. This, it was alleged, were
as many, if not more, than the entire roster of
the inhabitants of the town. It is a matter of
record that this number is nearly hvice as many
as the town polled before or since that eventful
day. Many stories are told of how Sprague
"got out" its vote in this election. In the heat
of another. county seat fight six years later, the
editor of the Lillcoln COUllty Timcs tells his
version of how the town of Sprague won the
contest of 1884:

"By invading the holy sanctity of God's
acre, where hallowed ground is bedewed with
the tears of broken-hearted mourners and vot
ing the names inscribed upon the marble shafts
sacred to the memory of some beloved one. By
:forcing little innocent children to vote, whose
very natur.es,. guided in the paths of probity
through the influence of the orisons whispered
at the motller's knee, rebelled against the crime.
BY'voting passengers on through trains who
had no more interest in Lincoln county than
the natives of Alaska, and who, without con
sidering the responsibility of defrauding a peo
ple, looked upon the transaction as a joke."

Concerning the fraudulent voting at the con
test of 1884 the Wilbur Register presents as

dispassionate a view as can be secured. No
vember 20, 1896, it said:

"Had the election laws at that time been as
strict as they are now in the state, which was'
Wen the Territory of Washington, the perman
ent location would have been made to the satis
faction of all concerned. Then a simple ma
jority was all that was required to locate or re
locate a county seat. Besides all persons of
either sex \vho had arrived at the age'of twen
ty-one years could vote for, Territorial officers
anywhere in the Territory, and for countyoffi
cers or county issues anywhere in the county.
There was no secret ballot and interested par
ties could prepare the ballot and conduct the
elector to the polling place never leaving him
until his ticket was deposited. There was much
talk of fraudulent voting, both by residents and
non-residents of the county; and the charge
that men who then resided in Sprague inveigled
boys and gi r1s scarcely in their 'teens to vote at
that election has never been disproven.

"Many indictments were brought for illegal
voting, but by some hocus-pocus none of them
ever reached trial. The recollection is that they
were quashed on the ground that the grand jury
was itself illegally convened."

The people of Sprague replied to the resi
dents of Davenport with counter charges. The
Sprague Herald thus speaks of the 1884 elec
tion:

"In that election Davenport polled 192 votes
on the county seat question, while in 1886, 1\1'0

years later, her entire vote was 79. And yet in
the face of these figures she has the audicity to

charge fraud upon the people of Sprague."
Mr.. Da\·id Vinyard states:
"A number of Sprague people were arrested

on charges of iIleg-al voting at the 1884 election,
and were tried at Cheney, then the county seat
of Spokane county, but no convictions resulted.
Feeling between the citizens of the two towns
was strong during these trials and the shedding
of blood was narrowly averted in one or ~I\'O

instances."



REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PEOPLE WHO USED TO DWELL IN THE BIG BEND AND
WHO OFTEN VISIT IT AT THIS TIME.



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.,

-
Following the election the board of can

vassers reported their findings to the board of
county commissioners, and at 2 :30 o'clock, <.,n
the morning of November 13th, the board haY
inO' been in continuous session since two o'clock
otthe day before, the commissioners passed the
following order: "Whereas it appearing to the
satisfaction of the board that the city of Sprague
has received a majority of the votes cast for
county seat, it was moved, seconded and carrie.l
that this board adjourn to meet at Sprague :';0
vember 13th, at 2 o'clock p. m., and advise the
count\" auditor to notify the other county offi-

•

eel's to remove their offices to that place as soon
. ,,

as conwment:
In accordance with this order the commis

sioners met at Sprague at 2 o'clock on the after
noon of the 14th. There were present in ad
dition to all the commissioners the sheriff, pro
bate judge and treasurer. Attorneys were

. c"lIed in to consult the board relative to procur
ing the records from Davenport. In the mean
time the 'auditor was instr.ucted to purchase the

. necessary books and papers to transact the busi
ness of his office and the other county office:;.
.\ ielv days later a building was leased from H.
\1". Fairweather for court house purposes, at
a rental of $35 per month. At this meeting of
the qth the board passed the following order:

"Whereas, It appears from the official count
oi the votes cast at the latc general election made
by the board of ca:nvassers, that the city of
Sprague has r,eceived a majority of al1 the votes
cast at saiel election for county seat, and there
iore, by virtue of section 9, page 20, laws of
\\'ashington. 1883, is the lawful county seat
oi Linculn county; therefore the county audi
tor, the wunty treasurer, sheriff and judge of
probate cuurt are herehy ordered to remove
their records and offices to the city of Sprague
In Lincoln county,"

. It was not within the power of the commis
Sioners to legislate the r,ecords to Sprague, how
ever. On the 15th the board took official notice

6

that the records were forcibly detained in Dav-·
enport by passing the fol1owing order:

"It is hereby ordered by' the board that;
Whereas, It has come to the knowledge
of the board that the public records of
the county have been forcibly taken from
the possession of the different officers,
who are the legal custodians thereof, and
are in danger of being injured or destroyed, and
the public business is greatly retarded; There
fore the prosecuting attorney is hereby ordered
to take such legal measures as may be necessary
to recover to the proper officers the possession
of the records of Lincoln county."

Meetings were held every day by the board,
at which the best methods of securing the rec
ords were discussed. On the I 8th the board
decided to calI on the Territorial government
for aid in securing the records. Accordingly
the fol1owing telegram was dispatched to the
governor:

"V{. C. 'Squires, Governor \Vashington
Territory, Olympia, \Vashington Territory:

"An armed mob has forcibly taken posses
sion of our county records and refuse to de-

o

liver them to the proper county officers. The
sheriff is unable to disperse the mob or re
cover the records. Can you assist our sheriff?

o

Please answer. "John Bartol,
"\~'. A. Busey,
"John McGourin.

"County Commissioners Lincoln county,
Washington Territory."

Sheriff John Cody also telegraphed as fol
lows to the goyernor:

"\\1. C. Squires, Governor \Yashington
Territory, Olympia, W. T.

"An armed force has seized the records of
the county and refuse to deliver the same to
the proper county officers. I am unable to get
sufficient aid to recover the records or disperse
the mob. Can you assist me? Please answer.

"John Cody, Sheriff Lincoln county.
I "\\'. T. Sprague, November 18, 1884,"
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On the other hand the people of Daven- nouncement was made that the man "'ith the

port and the settlers in the upper portion of the hardihood to attempt to cross this stream would
county, believing that the election had been car- have his anatomy full of button-holes. Eren-.
ried by fraudulent means, dispatched a mes- body "'as in deadly earnest. But the S]lrag~

senger post haste to procure an injunction re- contigent was after the records and they gal
straining the county officials from removing them without the burning of powder ur the
the records from Davenport until an inHsnga- spilling of gore. It is only due to the defenders
tion could be made. Meantime the roads lead- to say that the force came down at an unex.
ing into Davenport from all directions "'ere pected moment when none of them Irere on
lined with men carrying muskets, revolvers, duty. It is fortunate that the affair ended as
\Vinchesters and other weapons of warfare.;oll it did. Still there was some excitemelJt at.
determined to hold the fort at Davenport. For tendant on this raid. \\Then Maloney drore
three long weeks night and day did they guarl1 across the creek and his errand became knowlI
and garrison the city. A ditch on the hillside the inflammable Dick Hutchinson stepped ior.
in the town, and a ridge marks the place where ward with a pistol as long as his arm and dared
breastworks were thrown up. They are pointed Maloney to shoot it out with him at tweilly
out to the visitor to this day-memorials of that paces. But Maloney had business to attend to

perilous period. During these weeks of Hmili- and refused to accommodate the warlike Dick
tary lall." the men at their posts were anxiously with an exchange of shots. Those were great
looking for the promised injunction which, for old days, and while a tinge of feeling may y~

the time being, would make the records secure. linger among a few of the participants, it is
But in vain. The injunction was not secured. too slight to affect the friendships of longer
Becoming weary of waiting one by one the standing."
members of the "army" returned to their Among the members of the sheriff's po;se
homes. Meanwhile Sprague was awaiting her which went to Davenport and returned in trio
opportunity. Suddenly a force swept down urnph to the county seat were H. A. Langley.
upon Davenport from sixty to one hundred C. \V. Scabron, Joseph Wormald, J. M. Hen·
strong and armed to the teeth. No resistance derson, George Monk, George Rhein, A. Rick·
was made. Davenport surrendered the county ert, \\Tilliam Calaran, W. O. Montgomery..\.
records. Yet it was not a complete surrender J. Jessup, c. E. Jones, A. Riggs, P. Dencer,
as is shown in a later event in the history of I c. F. Martin, J. Dunlap, E. D. Coffee, John
this county. l\hrtin J. Maloney was at the i Kelly, Rosengren, A. Turnbull, L. Patterson.
head of the army of deputies who came up from T. Murphy, S. \\T. George, L. l'vlalthe\rs,
Sprague and removed the county records from Thomas O'Brien, W. Murry, Charles Shields.
Dal·enport. In describing this memorable event J. F. Murray, O. Lavin, H. E. Bedford, John
in the history of the county the Lincoln County O. Griffin, H. S. Hughes, Frank Wall. E. G.
Tillles in after years said: Pendleton. Others who took part in this his·

"I t Ivas a serious matter at the time, but tory-making period of the county as depnty
many is the laugh the old timers have had over sheriffs and guards of county propert)' II' ere
it since. :-Ir. :Maloney marshaled his ~osts on Martin J. Maloney, J. c. Burns, J. H. Fried
the brOIl' of the ridge at the head of Harker lander, Lee A. Wilson, James Nelson and C. E.
street. The defenders of the court hot)..se had Carrington.
rifle pits a10n::; the slope of the opposite ridge The dramatic story of Sprague's capture of

,,:herc the court house now stands. The creek Ithe. county records fr?~ Davenport. is o~
"as a dead-hne. and the blood-curdhng an- which the few now hvmg who partlclpat
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in the historical event never tire of relating. I~

mnst be admitted that feeling ran high at this
crucial period, and one of the most remarkable
ieatures connected with the affair is that it
was unaccompanied by bloodshed. To Davi9
Vinyard, who since 1880 has been a resident
oi Sprague, and who was an active participant
in the removal of the Lincoln county records,

. we are indebted for the following account of
the complication:

"We left Sprague about 180 strong armed
. to the teeth with rifles, and revolvers and each
one ,rith a commission as deputy sheriff. John
Cody ,ras sheriff of the county and, naturally,
the leader of the party. The majority of us
were horseback, although a number made the
trip in carriages. I was, at the time, in the
draring business, and drove over my dray
,ragon for the purpose of carrying back the
county records-and you may believe that we
were determined to bring them back. It was
no summer picnic that we were on. Of course
Ire knew that the people of Davenport and the
country in that vicinity had for some time been
uneler arms and were not likely to surrender
the records without a fight, but we were out
to get them and were prepared for any emer,
gency, On our way over we threw up en
trenchments at different places where we could
stop and defend ourselves if attacked on our
way back. The trip to Davenport was with- ,
out particular incident. Arriving there we dis
Corered that entrenchments had been thrown
np in rarious places, but the majority of the
deienders we found had retired to their ranches.
They had been on guard for three weeks, and
many had returned home to look after their
places.

"Our party advanced upon the trenches
and finding them unoccupied we stationed o'ur
selres behind the breastworks which the Daven
pOrt defenders had erected, and .coming to the
bUildi I . ,ng W llch held the county records and
~ h', lch had served as a temporary court house
We follne! two men on guard on the outside.

These we quickly captured. Then we ap
proached the court house. Sheriff Cody rapped
on the door and a man of powerful build, with
a rifle in his hand, opened the door just wide
enough to look out. The next instant the door
went down with a crash and the defender was
looking into the muzzle of Sheriff Cody's six
shooter. He was quickly disarmed' as were,
also, three other men, who were on guard in
side the building. While the rest of the posse
were on guard in the entrenchments around
the court house, about twenty of our men set
to work loading the records on to the wagon
and in a very short time we were on the back
trail for Sprague with the precious records in
our charge. On our way back and before we
had left Davenport very far behind we met two
parties of armed men on their way to Daven
port. They had received word that we were
after the records and were coming to the rescue.
The parties were too small to show resistence,
but with threats that we would never cross
Crab creek with the books they hurried on to
Davenport for the purpose of raising a force to
intercept us before we could reach home.
However, we were not molested and landed
the documents safely in the new county seat."

According to Territorial Governor Sem
ple's report for 1887 the value of taxable prop
erty in Lincoln county in 1885 was $1,623,
495; in 1887, $2,069,085, an increase in two
years of $445,590. November 29, 1886, the
county commissioners accepted the court house
erected at Sprague by Chris P. Nygard. the
builder. The cost of this structure was in the
neighborhood of $10,000. The Lincoln County
Times, in a reminiscent mood, wrote as fol
lows concerning conditions from 1885 to 1890:

"The pioneer settlers enjoyed a few privi
leges, and no luxuries, but they were not har
rassed with debts. Government lands could not
be mortgaged and settlers were compelled to
pay as they went. They did not have money
to pay with, but they traded around so as to
balance accounts. So long as this time lton-
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ored practice prevailed the people were com
parati\'ely happy and contented, and did not
much concern themselves about a gold standard
or a silnr standard, a high or lOll" tariff.
There were enthusiastic partisans then as later,
but the notion had hot yet taken possession of
them that their individual prosperity depended
upon directing the affairs of the national gov
ernment upon any new plan. This became the
dream of later years. How well are the pros
perous years betwen 1885 and 1890 remem
bered! This was the era of money borrowing,
when mortgaging farms became a mania. Fic
titious values were placed on property; the
speculative spirit was at its height, and there
was no limit to credit. This was believed to
be a time of prosperity, and no one stopped to
think that a day of reckoning must come. But
it finally did come and without much warning.
Many who had cansidered themselves well off
-who had made partial payments on a lot of
property, suddenly found their resources for
raising money cut off, and their property grad
ually slipping away from them."

December 29, 1899, the Times continued:
"From 1889 to 1893 the state of Wash

ington passed through a feverish and unnatural
boom.. There was not a city, town or hamlet
in the state that did not expect to become a

second Chicago, and in Lincoln COUnty there
were several places that had aspirations. Peo
ple were afflicted with a town lot mania. In
flation was the order of the day and the most
unheard of values were placed on town prop
erty, with nothing in sight, or even prospective,
to justify such figures. Several towns of the
county were touched with the spell of this mad
ness, and people talked of $500 a front foot
for lots, when butting up against the back doors
of the few houses of the prospective city was
a limitless expanse of almost unoccupied terri
tory, much of which was open to homestead or
pre-emption, with a government price affixed
thereto of $2.50 per acre. But those were great
days and the man who talked a few hundred
a foot front made himself imagine that in a
short time the same lots would reach the tholl
sands.

According to the United States census oi
1890 the population of Lincoln county was
9,312. In 1900 it had jumped to I I,96<}. and
in 1903 to I8,S7!. This is an increase of 55. 1

per cent. in three years, the eighth largest in
crease of any county in the state in point of
numbers. The 1903 census is estimated from
school statistics taken from the school report;
of the several county superintendents.

CHAPTER II.
•

CURRENT EVENTS-1887 TO 1896.

Rather too sanguine hopes were awakened
.
In the minds of Davenport residents in Jan-
uary, 1887, by unfounded railroad enthusiasm.
The moving spring of this unwarranted ex
citement was the survey of the "Sprague &
Big Bend Railroad" from the town of
Sprague to "\\'ild Goose Bill's," a distance of

forty-two miles. It was the claim of the engi
neer at that time that this road could he built
for $7,000 a mile. It was, also, the recoll1'
mendation of Major Sears that a branch road
be built to tap the Mondovi, Fairview & Dav
enport countries, leaving the main line. at
Minnie Falls Mills, on Crab creek. This IUle



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

. ted could be constructed for $4,000
he eslllna . . .

'1 But nothIng eventuated from eitherper 1111 e.

f I -schemes and gradually the well-ad-o t le~e .
. . I (Ietails of the enterpnse faded fromrerilSel

l11eIl10n '.

Oc;oher 3. 1887, a number of towns in
Lincoln cpunt)' were placed in telephonic com

nlllnication ,rith Spokane. VV. S, Norman, a
\rell-kmllrn telephone expert and manager, of
[he latter cit)', purchased from the United ,
States ~p,'ern!11ent the telegraph line between
Fori SjXlkane and the "Falls," which he at
once transformed into a telephone line. Offices
,rere established at Deep Creek, Mondovi,
Darenport, Egypt Postoffice, and at the Post.
"hieh was the terminus of the line. This was
kn(l\n1 as the Spokane, Big Bend & Fort Spo
kane Telephone Company. It was of incalcu
lable benefit to towns within the system, and
the enterprise displayed by Mr. Korman was
dulr appreciated.

The year 1887 was one punctuated with
railroad projects, In December Northern Pa
cific snrveyors invaded Lincoln county and ran
Jines for a contemplated railroad, They were
under the direction of H. S. Hudson, chief
ciril engineer of the Northern Pacific Rail

road Company, and Major J. 1. Jamison.
:\.pril :q, 1888, word was received that

the contract for grading the first sixtv miles
of the Seattle, Lake Shore & Easter~ Rail
road from Spokane Falls westward into the
Big Bend country, had been let to the firm of
Burns & Chapman, the prominent contractors.
The closing of this contract was the occasion
of .mutual congratulations among Davenport
CUlzens, Spokane Falls had been asked to

subscribe for $175,000 worth of stock. This
had been done, the entire amount being raised
IIlthll1 four days from the time of opening
the stock bo k 0 f . .

. 0 s. ne 0 the prOVISIOns of
thiS subsc' . .. nptlon was that forty miles of the
road should b . ..e eqUIpped In time to transport
the season's crop.

JIay 17, 1888, the following correspond-

ence from Cheney, Spokane county, appeared
in the Portland Oregonian:

"The presence of Engineer Jamison, of the
Northern Pacific Railway Company, in this
place, and the fact that he has been quietly
purchasing rights of way for the much talked
of railroad from Cheney to Medical Lake and
therrce to the Big Bend country, has again ex
cited the hopes of the people to a high pitch,
although they have been unable to learn any
thing official about the future. That which
apparently gives point to the action of Mr.
Jamison in the eyes of the people here is that
he should appear promptly a iter ,,'ork had
been actually begun on the Spokane end of the
Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern raih,'ay, and
the definite location of its line, a distance of
forty miles in the direction of the Big Bend
country, Appearances indicate that either a
big game of bluff is being played by some-·
body, or there is going to be some lively work
done by these ri"al roads, and that, too, in the
near future, while, as has been already stated,
there are some circumstances which the peo

ple here think are full of suggestion."
About this time Paul F. Mohr, chief engi

neer of the Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern
Railroad, said in an interview:

"Work on the line is progressing fairly
well. The contract has been let to Ryan & Mc
Donald, of New York, and Smith & Burns, of
Baltimore, to build the entire uncompleted

portion of the line from Squak, forty-two
miles east of Seattle, to Davenport, in Lin
coln county, which is the tetminus of the fifty
mile portion now under construction westward
from Spokane Falls. The distance is 240

miles, and this part of the road must be fin
ished within two years. Chapman & Burns
are building that portion of the line westward
from Spokane Falls to Daveriport, and will
finish it about September 1st,"

Mr. Mohr gave the following as the course
of the road east of the Cascades:

"It will pass at, or near, Ellensburg, but,
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possibly, not through it. From Snoqualmie
Pass to Ellensburg, the Seattle, Lake Shore &
Eastern ,viII parallel the Northern Pacific.
Thence it will ntn southeast,,'ardly to near
Priest Rapids, the head of navigation on the
Columbia River, thence northeasterly to Dav
enport; thence easterly to Spokane Falls,"

Such was the condition of Lincoln county
railway affairs in August. 1888, On the 27th
instant Frank M, Gray, of Davenport, re
ceived the following Il'ire from D, F. Percival,
Cheney:

"Grading forces commenced here on Big
Bend road (Central 'Washington) this morn
ing under Contractor Hunt. Large force of
men at work; more will be put on. \Vork will
be pushed as fast as possible to Davenport."

Within a few days after the reception of
this cheerful message about four hundred
graders were throwing dirt at different points
between Cheney and Davenport, and on Octo
ber 26th Mr. Percival again wired Mr, Gray
from Chenev:-

"Track layers on the Cheney & Davenport
(Central Washington) road commenced this
morning from here. Look out for the keers
when the bell rings."

Tuesday, Xovember 27th the first train
on the Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railroad
made its appearance at Medical Lake, Spo
kane county, At that time \\lleatdale was its

•

terminal point toward which it ,,'as building
at the rate of h,'o miles a day. It was the
plan of the projectors of this road to complete
forty-five miles to \\'heatdale, near Daven
port. by December J, 1888, and then cease
,york for the winter. going forward to the
momh of the \Venatchee river, on the Colum
bia, the f"l!u"'ing season. At the same period
the plan of the projectors of the Central \\Tash
ington road was to "construct a railroad from
a point on the main line of the Xorthern Pa
cific. at or near the to\\"n of Cheney, in Spo
kane county. extending- thence in a general
northwesterly direction to a point at, or near

the tOl\"l1 of Dalienport, in Lincoln COUnty.
thence in a general northwesterly direction ;~

the west side of what is known as the middle
crossing of the Grand Coulee, in Douglas
county, in the Big Bend country, and thence
in a general westerly and south westerly (hrec
tion to an eligible point on the Columbia. near
the mouth of the Wenatchee river, in the
county of Douglas, all in the Territory of
'\'ashington."

Thus it "'ill be readily perceived that these
two companies had thr.Qwn out surveys om
practically the same routes. But the first train
to arri,'e "at or near Davenport," was a Con
struction train of the Seattle, Lake Shore &
Eastern Railway Company. This was on De
cember 3, 1888, and yet this terminus was
then several miles south of town. From this
point freight and passengers were com-eyed
to Da,'enport hy teams. At this period trarel
was brisk and Illany hack and freight wagon;
were in active commission caring for the large
volume of trade. At one time it was seri
ously considered by the company to build a
rival town at the terminal point. Still Daven
port possessed so many advantages in the Iyay
of location and eligibility that this idea was
abandoned.

January 1, 1889, the Central Washington
was graded into Davenport and track-laying
was proceeding as fast as practicable, Feb-

I
I ruary 14th this road had come within the cor

porate limits of Davenport; the town now
had its first direct rail communication with the
outside world. Heretofore the work of track
laying in the eastern portion of Lincoln county
had been seriously hampered by sno\\' and
se,'ere ,,'eather. Consequently the date of the
arril'al of the initial train was somewhat later
tha1'l had been anticipated. Tuesday, Febnlary
12th, the working crew, the steam track-layer
and the trai n accompanying with material had
swung into sight around the bend, a mile or
more to the east. All day 'Wednesday the
<:rew worked steadily onward toward the depot
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lIds arri\'ing in town that evening, the
o-rOll -'
'ft' 'shin"" touches being given to the road on

nJ. t'l

the day following. The scene of operations
o was I"isitecl \Vednesday by crowds of people

'l'OUS to \yitness the automatic working ofan:\
the patent track-layer, Each face was wreathed
"ith a smile of satisfaction, and it was the
nnil"ersal opinion that this grand entree of a
railroad "'as destined to insure a rapid growth
"i the to\rn and increased prosperity, It was,
in fact. a gratifying realization of one of those
cro\':ning e\'ents in the annals of a community
that im'ariably meets hearty approval, and often
enthnsiastic commendation. Small wonder
that upon this consummation of their hopes
the citizens congratulated each other.

The construction of the Central \Vashing
ton raihl"ay was conducted with no grand
flourish of trumpets or noisy demonstration.
The company had decided to build into the Big
Bend. and proceeded to carry out the plan with
0nt ostentation. No subsidy \vas \'oted, nor

. lIas the progress of the line ad\'ertised abroad.
It was a business proposition, pure and simple.
and as such it was carried out to a successful
conclusion. The steady progress of the road '
lIas only anxiously watched by that section of
couutry ready to reap the benefits of such a
line. The construction was done under the di-

o reet supervision of Engineer C. F. Reardan,
and in every respect the work was first-class.
Inclemency "of the weather occasionally
checked \york for a day or two, but the means
employed for laying track were the most per
teet that the ingenuity of man had. so far,
produced. and with it Mr. Reardan pushed for
ward to his objective point.

The Central Washington railroad began
rllnnmg regular trains to Davenport. The
freight business of the Seattle, ,Lake Shore &
Eastern railway dwindled away to absolutely
nothlllg. temporarily, and much of the pas
senger traffic was, also, lost. But the latter
road effected a coup. It arranged to deliver
trel It'g 1 1I1tO Davenport at the same rates

charged by the Central \Vashington, and, for
awhile, so successfully did it carry out this
plan that the contractor plying between the
terminus of the road and Davenport had more
business than he could conveniently handle.

An immediate result of the construction of
a railway through a portion of Lincoln county
was a large influx of settlers, especially during
the spring of 1889, and considerable land was
purchased, pre-empted and homesteaded.
June 14, 1889, General Tyner published the
follo\dng concerning the wonderful change re
cently effected in Lincoln county:

"Think of the sllOrt time ago when Lincoln
county was an unknown quantity, as much so
almost as Central Africa, and then think what
three or four years have done. From an unoc
cupied prairie country given up to the rever
berating echoes of the howling coyote. or the
paths of roaming Indians, now the railroad
track has absorbed the Indian trail; the loco
motive the coyote's yelp; new depot;: and ele
\'ators, steam elevators, which although but
recently completed, handled over 100,000
bushels of unsold wheat. K my the live news
paper publishes the events of the world which
the cowboy formerly peddled to straggling
camps. Now families are breaking up sod on
great farms over which restless herds of stock
grazed at will but a few moons ago.

It may prove of interest to learn that in
1888, less than 20 years ago, there were in
Lincoln county only 67 persons and firms who
paid taxes on over $4,000 worth of property.
The names of these and the amounts upon
which they paid taxes at that period were:

Northern Pacific Railway C0ll1pany,$296,
788; First Kational Bank, Sprague, $22,000;
Edward }{amll1. $20.365; Harrington, Furth
& Company, $25,400; John Enos, $19,800;
Brown, Glasscock & Company, $16,095; E.
M. Kinnear, $15,945; William Bigham, $15,
OID; Gehres & Hertrich, $15,176; R. O.
Porak, $ID,444; H. W. Fairweather. $10,245;
Hoffman & Stevens, $10,240; C C May,
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$9,780; G. 1'1. & L. C. Fisher, $9,004; B. B.
Glasscock, $9,595; J. H. Lamona, $9,535;
John BalL $8,5°5; Pauline Robbins. $8,555;
J. H. Shields. $8.565; William Dittenhoefer,
$8,525; \Villiam Greene, $8,IIO; Jensen.
Brooke & Company: $8,650; J. H. Nicholls
and \vife. $7,135: David Gunning, $7.°3°;
John Hogan, $7.720; George Benninghoff.
$7.89°; R. M. Bacon. $6,960; C. Hartson.
$6.016 James Hubbard. $6,335; ?\'ll1rphy &
Burns. $6.215; Frank Ringuett, $6,135: Max
Sw;sman. $6.310; G. C. Turner, 56.220: Poul
son & McKinnie. $5.025; P. Myer,. $5.525:
W. J. BurrOl\·S. $5.715; A. Sawyer. $5.350:
Clay Fruit. $5,825; \\'. 1'1'1. Stafford, $5.000;
J. \"'alters, $5,275; C. W. Washburn, $5.870:
E. M. Jones, $5.800: Adam Ludy. $5.040:
C. O. Lybecker, $5-410; T. H. Brents, $5.460;
\\'. N. Bowen. $4.420; Thomas Dawant,
$4.7°0; B. Fitzpatrick, $4,150; A. Dowell,
$4,120; J. Harding. $4,020; D. X. Hyde,
$4·590; 1. Irby. $4,680; J. W. Johnson,
$4-400; J. G. Kethroe. $4,625; Lafollette
Brothers, $4,000; Joseph Lapray, $4,87°; H.
McCool, $4,525; H. McNeilly, $4,825; D. K.
McPherson, $4.555; John Nee, $4.97°: L.
Popple, $4,35°; 1. Ravenaugh. $4,325: C.
Smith, $4,85°; John Turner, $4,19°; W. L.
Smith, $4,785; J. R. Whittaker, $4.295; T. R.
Moore, $4,265.

During the late 80's and early 90'S the
discoveries of rich silver mines in the Salmon
River district, Okanogan, were causes of con
siderable travel through Lincoln county. All
those going into the mines from the east trav
ersed the county, and there were numbers of
them. The route from Spokane was by way of
Deep Creek Falls and Mondovi to Davenport.
Lea\'ing Davenport the course was northwest
erly. passing Brown's and "VVild Goose Bill's"
ranches where now stands the town of \Vilbur,
thence on through Keller, to "\Vild Goose
Bill's ferry on the Columbia river. The distance
from Davenport to Keller was about forty
miles, and from Keller to the ferry forty miles

I
. farther. Crossing the Columbia river was ef.

fected by means of a steel \:ire ferry, carrying a
i large boat. From thiS pomt the trail ran in a
. northwesterly direction over the Colville In.
I! dian reservation. the Okanogan River beino

crossed at Jones' Ferry. Through stages ra~
from Sp'okane Falls to Ruby and Salmon Citro
(the latter being after\\'ards called Conconul":)
ilJlll the trip required three days' time. ' ..

In July. 1889. \vork was commenced on
the extension of the Central \\'ashington froll1
Da\'eupon ,,"estward. To Contractor Kirkin,
dall was all'arded the contract to push the road
through to a point on the western boundan
of the county known as Almira. J 11ly 26th
the Times published the following:

"TIle meeting of the committee frOI11 this
town (Davenport) and the officials of the
Seattle. Lake Shore & Eastern Railwav COIl1-

•
pany was held at Spokane Falls Monday. July
21St. The result of this conference was that
Mr. Mohr offered to have his road built into
Davenport in thirty days provided he receired
$15.000 and right of way. A representatire
meeting was held here Tuesday evening last
(July 22d), when the foregoing proposition
was presented, and the unanimous conclusion
arrived at that the money should be raised and
the right of way given. A committee consist·
ing of Messrs. Nicholls, Ratcliffe, Newman,
McAvinney, Luce. May, Finney, Edwards.
Simmons, Ramm, McMillan, O'Connor. Essig,
Drumheller and Forrest was appointed to s0

licit subscriptions."
August 16th the Times added the follOlI"

ing anent the same matter:
"A very enthusiastic meeting of the citi:

zens of Davenport was held at the offices ot
the Big Bend National Bank on Monday last
(August 11th) to hear the result of Mr. David
\Vilson's conference with the Seattle COIn
pany's officials regarding the construction of
the road to this point. Both business and
property interests were well represented on the
occasion and the unanimous opinion of the
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tl'l]O" \ras that trains would be running intomee b

tOll'n not later than October I st, next.
":\1r. Wilson stated that he had met Mr.

, Paul F. Mohr, vice president of the Seattle
Company at Tacoma, and had submitted a

· proposition to him to the effect tha~ the ~ople

here would give the company the nght ot way
from present end of track to Davenport; would
"rade the road-bed, build culverts, leave the
b

, track ready for the ties and donate the neces-
sary depot grounds provided his company
\muld furnish a competent constructing engi-

· neer, survey the road and supply alI the rails,
lies, fastenings, switch-stands, buildings and
all other necessary materials and appliances to

· complete the road. This proposition was made
by ).II'. Wilson in lieu of that made by the
Seattle Company a short time ago. in which
the residents of this section were asked to
subscribe $r 5.000 to the stock of the road,
which is just about double the amount that wiII
no\\' be required to carry out the desired object.
~lr. Wilson read a letter from Mr. Mohr stat
ing that his company would accept the pro
posal made.

"A committee was appointed to solicit sub
scriptions and a list was immediately made
headed as folIows: David Wilson, $r ,000;
May & Luce, $500; John H. Nicholls, $250 ."

October II, 1889, the Seattle, Lake Shore
& Eastern railway was completed into Daven
port. But this had not been accomplished
\\'ithout a struggle. Of this battle between
gIants the Times said:

"The road bed of the Seattle Lake Shore,
& Eastern is graded into town and by Tues
day, October 8th, the iron ,:as laid' to the
Northern Pacific crossing, only a short dis
tance south of the school house and within
the town limits, and the cars would today be
ll111nlllg into the depot yards at the head of
Morgan street were it not for an impediment
that the new arrival ran into. It was nothing
less than the opposition of the Northern Pa-
cific """pIe h b' ..

l''V W 0 are arnng the crossmg With

a locomotive. From an employee of the road
we learn that the Seattle officials picked up a
frog at Medical Lake that was the property of
the Northern Pacific and had it on the ground
here ready to put in Tuesclay. \Vhen Superin
tendent Riordan, of the Central \Vashington,
was notified of this fact he ran an engine down
to the crossing with a force of men, loaded
the frog on board and carried it off. He then
had an engine stationed across the track and
there it has remained up to the present time,
night and day. Both parties are watching
each other, the Seattle men to get across, and
the Northern Pacific men to prevent it. Of
course the crossing \I'ill eventually be made,
but the hitch is putting the Seattle outfit to
'considerable expense.. besides it is the source
of great annoyance to the people of Davenport
who are anxious to see the new road in opera
tion. \Vednesclay the Seattle passenger train
arrived at the crossing, and the iron could be
laid to the end of the grade in a few hours if
the impediment were out of the way. So far
the proceedings have been conducted without
any violence. Further work wiII be tied up
until the strong arm of the law makes the
Northern Pacific officials give way."

It is sufficient to say that this annoyance
was of short duration, and when the Seattle
Company had provided its own frog, it was
put in without further objection on the part of

the Central Washington people.
Sunday night, August 18, r889, at 10 :30

o'clock, fire broke out in the government saw
miII at Fort Spokane, and within a short
period everything was consumed with the ex
ception of the engine and boiler. These latter

were slightly damaged, but not su'fficiently to
disable them. The fire originated in the en
gine room and the damage, including the loss
of lumber, was estimated at $5,000.

The year r889 will be remembered by resi
dents of Lincoln county as "the year of the
crop failure"-an event so unusual that it is
well worth recording. It is not often that the
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fertile soil of the Big Bend proves recreant to
the trust reposed in it. The season was a
promise and a disappointment. In the spring
everything bore a most propitious aspect. The
broad acres of Lincoln county were beautiful
carpets of rich verdure. The grain was
healthy, vigorous and heavy, and the harvest
bade fair to be the largest ever garnered. But
Prm'idence willed otherwise. \Vhen the pros
pects appeared the brightest the withering
blight ·of steady and excessively hot winds
came sweeping over the country, and with it
perished the hopes of the husbandman. There
followed a long siege of dry, hot weather, and
it is astonishing that there was anything of a
crop at all left. The farmer, however, cut half
a crop, but to the many who had sowed their
fields for the first time this misfortune was
more than usually se\·ere. The consequences
of this partial crop failure-for partial it was
-was to create a financial stringency in the
Big Bend which was se\'erely felt.

A serious wreck occurred on the Central
\Vashington railroad, six miles west of \Vil
bur. Wednesday morning, January 8, 1890.
The road had been blocked with snow for a
long time and the first train out consisted of
engines Nos. IOO and 447, one box car and
two way cars. This train left \Vulbur about
10 :30 o'clock a. m.. for Almira, to clear the
track. \Vest of tmm a cut of eight feet deep
was encountered. full of solidlv drifted snow.

•

The h\"O engines made a nm for the cut but,
the hard condition of the drifted snow caused
both locomotives to jump the track. The en
gines rolled over and fatally injured the engi
neer and fireman of 447, Messrs. Melcher and
Burroughs. Tim Raridon. the old-time con
ductor, who \I·as on the head engine, jumpec'
through the cab windo\v before the engine fell
over, escaping \vith a se\'ere shaking up and a
fell" bruises. Engineer F. Gorman. of No.
100. and his fireman. ~-rcClellan. had a verv

-close call. but escaped \vith a slight scalding.
"Engineer ~Je1cher was the most severely

injured and died in a few days. His injuries
were internal, caused by being jammed in the
debris, and also from inhaling steam. His
fireman. James Burroughs, suffered terriblr
being held against the boiler-head among tl;;
burning coals which had been thrown frOIll
the fire-box, and the escaping steam from the
bursted pipes. Help was immediately SUIll
moneel from Wilbur and all that was possible
\\'as done to relie\'e the sufferers. The cut
\vhere this accident occurred is about ISO feet
long and the head engine, 447, had not ad
"anced within more than 75 feet before it leit
the rails, running on the ties about fifty ieer
more, ,,"hen the pilot appears to have struck
some obstacle, doubled up, or buckled, tOni
off the front trucks and shot the engine orer
on the right side at right angles to, and almost
clear, of the track. The second engine wa'
keeled over on its left side and imbedded in the
side of the cut."

Fourteen years prior to the important de
cision of the federal supreme court in the case
of the Northern Securities Company's "mer
ger" Lincoln county found herself with some
thing in the nature of a "merger" on her OI\n
hands. This was in July, 1890, and of it the
Times said:

"Rumors ha\'e been in circulation here for
some days to the effect that the Seattle, Lake
Shore & Eastern Railway Company had fallen
into the hands of the Northern Pacific. The
following telegram from President Oakes. at
the ~orthern Pacific Railway Company to the
Spokane Falls Globe confirms the report:

" 'The Northern Pacific Company has pur
chased a little more than a majority of the cap
ital stock of the Seattle, Lake Shore & East
ern-that is. alx.lt1t $3,00,000 out of $5,000,
ooo--and has leased the remainder of the prop-,

erty upon the basis of six and three-quarter
per cent interest on the outstanding bonds. and
the further issue of bonds to complete the hlle
to the International Boundary, a total of about
$5,000,000. The annual rental will be ahou t



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.
•

$8.000.000, but inasmuch as the Seattle Com-
any has thus far earned its interest, the North

~rn' Pacific is not likely to be called upon to
make good any deficit. The Northern Pacific
\rill enter upon the operation of the Seattle
road on the 25th of July.' "

This \'irtual consolidation of the two lines
\ras particularly unsatisfactory to both Daven
port and Spokane. The former town had ex
pended several thousand dollars for the pur
pose of securing a competing line into the Big
Bend Country, while Spokane had subscribed
$175,000 in stock to the Seattle, Lake Shore
& Eastern road.

Early in January, 1890, Lincoln county, in
common with all of eastern \\'ashington, was
risited b\' perhaps the worst snow storm in its

•

historv. For more than a week the settlers of
• •

the county wer.e without communication with
the outside world. Railroads were blockaded
and many passengers on the various trains
were snowbound in different towns. The
\rorst feature of the storm was the loss of
stock occasioned by its severity. All feed was
cO\'ered by snow, and so heavy were some of
the drifts that many cattle perished in them.
It was, in fact, next to impossible for stock
men to ride around and drive in range cattle.
However, this loss was nothing to what would
ha\'e resulted in such a storm several years
pre\'ious, Settlement of the country nad cur-

•

tailed the range and there were comparatively
br head of stock running at large. Farmers
had learned wisdom by experience, and in the
main, they had prepared for such an emer
gency by keeping up their stock and winter
feeding them. Still, the losses trom this source
were quite severe.

The drifting snow blockaded the railroads
as effectually as though a deluge had obliter
ated the tracks and it was onIy by persistent
labor that the wheels were again set in motion.
The wind began blowing January 1st, and
whirled the light snow across the country.
Every cut, no matter how deep, was piled level

full, placing an impregnable face to the loco
motive. Trains on the Central Washington
and Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern roads ar
rived in Davenport from Spokane Falls
Wedensday night, January I, and from that
time until the 6th no train was able to make
its way through, January 3d the powerful
snow plow of the Central V/ashington left
Davenport, urged on by three engines, and a
passenger train followed in its wake. At
Reardan the monster plow plunged into a cut
and there stuck fast. Two other engines were
almost pulled to pieces and considerably dam
aged in an endeavor to extricate, or force on
the plow. This condition of affairs continued
until Sunday, the 5th, when a rotary snO\\'
plow began work out of Cheney. This mun
ster cork-screw \\'orked a clearing until it
reached a point a few miles east of Reardan.
when it, too, was disabled and taken back jm'

repairs. Returning on Monday it had a track
open and traffic was resumed east of Daven
port. The western end of the route was then
attacked and opened in the course of a te\\'
days. The rival road, Seattle, Lake Shore &
Eastern was not so successful in opening its
track, having no snow-plow, and spring had
opened before it was in running order. The
town of \Vilbur was cut off from all outside

communication 31 days.
Following this severe storm of January

the weather continued cold until March, there
being another storm the latter part of Febru
ary. This, too, added to the woes of the stock
man and the railroads. This latter storm was
particularly se\'ere on stock, and that which
was running at large was almost completely
wiped out, \\'hile even where animals were fed
there was considerable loss. During the
period of the February storm cattle and horses
that had escaped the January attack were
emaciated and in no condition to withstand
further cold weather. Settlers who had L'een
feeding ran out of hay, and th~ snow remain
ing long into the usual springtime, much of
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ter had closed in there ,,'ere 40.800 sheep "'ith,
in the boundaries of Lincoln county, and that
10.875 perished in these two storms.

By the older citizens of Lincoln county the
I spring of 1890 ",ill be remembered as the

"hanl times" period. Property \vas cheap:
business stagnant. Each community in the
county suffered from the baleful effects of short
croJls and an unusually se\'ere winter. nut
sangnine hopes arose al>tn-e this depression.
It was the belief of nearlv all that it \I'as but

•

temporarv. and that \"ith the customan
, .

"bumper crop" for which the county has al·
most uni\'ersallv been noted financial affair;-
would resolve themseh'es into more fa\'orable
conditions.

In 1890. according to the government
census. Lincoln countv was accredited with a-
poulation of 9.;)12. .-\nd this wonderful in-
crease had near1\- all accumulated since the-
era of raihYay construction through the county.

\\'hile the subject of squirrels may appear
a rather unique one to occupy a place in the
history of any county. old residents of the Big
Bend country "'ill agree with us that for se\"
era! years, beginning with the spring of 1890,
the squirrel question assumed large and omin
ous proportions. \\'hile these pests dio not
make their first appearance this year, it "as
at this particular time, however, that they
came in hordes. They were, indeed. promi-
nent. In political conventions platforms were
framed containing "squirrel planks," and the
issue appeared momentous. Columns a;fter
columns ,,·ere. in the daily and weekly press.
devoted to the treatment of tne squirrel el'i!.
Patent exterminators as numerous and 1 aried
as the hues of Joseph's coat were put on the
market. but each in turn was cast aside and the
scourge was only eliminated by the death of
the pests from natural causes. A correspond
ent of the Farmingtoll Joumal wrote:

"The squirrel which proved such a pest to
the farmers ot Lincoln county for several
years was an animal indigenous to the great

the stock which had heretofore enjoyed the
advantage of care succumbed. In summing
up this disaster the Lillcolll CO/lilt)' Times of
March 7th said:

"Continual storms amI se\'ere weather ha\'c
put an end to all hopes of cattlemen, and the
loss among range cattle and horses amounts
almost to annihilation. A loss of eighty or
even ninety per cent. is not too high an esti
mate. Ko portion of this section 11as escaped.
E\-en where the farmers prepared to feed their
stock through the "'inter they did not calcu
late on so prolonged a season, and feed has
failed. \\'e hear the most distressing accounts
of the losses and men \I'ho last fall were con
sidered "ell-to-do are toda~' bankrupt * *
* * Each day \I'e hear the names of old
settlers mentioned who ha\'e lost about all
their stock. One instance is told of a cattle
man whose feed \"as exhausted before the last
big storm. He could not "'itness the suffer
ings of the animals. They were all driven into
a canyon and there left to perish. The coun
try west of Davenport is strewn \"ith dead ani
mals, and their bleaching bones \"ill long re
main sad reminders of this terrible winter.
The effect of the season on cattle has conclu
sively proved one thing, and that is that the
range in this section has become too limited
for large bands of stock."

During the spring succeeding the memor
able "hard "'inter" of 1889-90 travelers
throughout the country reported that dead cat- i

tIe and horses were scattered e\·ervwhere. As
•

a rule these dead animals would be found in
bunches of half a dozen or more, as if the poor
creatures had cro\\'ded close together for
warmth. The atmosphere of some sectiOn>
was permeated by a dreadful stench from these
decaying carcasses. There were far too many
of them too be buried and in a number of in
stances giant powder \\'as used to blow the
bodies to atoms. A gentleman thoroughly
familiar with the sheep industry informed the
editor of the S praguc H crald that before ",in-
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b
. 1\,!'110' between the Rocky Mountains andastn b .

the C;scades and Sierra Nevadas, and is de-
scribed by naturalists under the name of the
'\rhistling marmot of the great plains of the
Columbia.' In habit it was a hibernating ani
mal and made its first appearance in this lati
tude about the middle of March, and in fact its
habits were so regular that they have been
knO\rn to burrow through snow-drifts of from
t\\'O to there feet deep, and it returned to its
burrow about the middle of August or first of
September. It got in its worst destructive
\\ork ill July and August, ","hen preparing for
its \yinter rest, and the damage was done by
cutting dorm the grain and stripping it of the
lea\'es. as it laid up no winter store at all. At
the approach of the autumn season the mar
mot would retire to his burrow and close the
mouth of it with earth and then roll himself
in a ball of dried grass and lie dormant until
the next spring, when he would again emerge
ane! enjoy life for a brief period."

Those farms in the western portion of Lin
coln county appeared to be more seriously af
fected by the inroads of the pestilent ground
squirrels. There the country appeared to be
literally alive with them. In some instances
farmers dug deep trenches around their fields
in an effort to keep off the squirrels. :Mr.
Geer. of Geer postoffice. killed 1,100 squir
rels \yithin the space of four, days, and a
tarmer near \Vilbur succeeded in making away
with 16.000 during the summer. And al
though this slaughter continued there ap
ptared to be no diminution in the exasperat
mg number of squirrels. Bounties and free
pOIson ran the county in debt $4°.000. Squir
rel scalp bounties were offered by the county
commissioners. Commenting upon this the
T/l llrs said: "It is astonishing the number of
squirrels that have fallen victims this spring,
ane! it would seem that the ranks of the pests
must be almost annihilated by the war that has
heeu waged against them this spring. The first
week the commissioners were in session up-

J,vard of 30.000 scalps were cashed in and full
returns have not yet been received. Yet while
this number appears large, the mortality has
made no perceptible reduction in the squirrel
population...

During the autumn of 1890 the Central
\Vashington railway was completed to Coulee
City, in Douglas county. The preceding year
it had reached Almira. Some inside history
concerning the building of this road was con
tributed by Mr. C. P. Chamberlin, who be
came its receiver. In his report published in
February, 1896, he said:

"In 1887 a Mr. Jamieson made a survey
and located a line for the building of the Cen
tral \Vashington railroad from Cheney, in Spo
kane county, to a point a few miles We'3t of
Coulee City, in Douglas county, Washington,
a distance of one hundred and seventeen and
thirty-seventh-one-hundredths miles. The con
struction of the Central \Vashington railroad
was begun at Cheney on July 10, r888, and
completed to Coulee City in 1890. The road is
completed one mile and forty feet beyond COIl
lee City, and grade built for about eight miles
beyond the end of the track, or nearly to the
top of Grand Coulee,' on the west side.

"Starting at Cheney tJ:te road, as built. fol
lows the Jamieson sun-ey to a point about two
miles west of Medical Lake, a distance of about
twelve miles west of Cheney. At this point
the road, as built, leaves the Jamieson survey
and runs almost due north for about two miles.
following down the stream known as Deep
Creek for about three miles, crossing the stream
on a 44-span trestle bridge, 703 feet long and
40 feet high, built on an eight-degree curve.
The road then runs west about one mile, thence
north two miles, thence southwesterly, thence
nor.thwesterly and westerly to point of intersec
tion. west of Reardan, with the Jamieson sur
vey, being a distance of eighteen miles from
where the constructed line left the Jamieson
survey, to point of intersecting it again. This
change nCfessitated the making of sharp curves,
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deep cuts, high trestles, sags and increase of
grades and lengthened the road about four and
four-tenths miles in the eighteen miles, whereas
the Jamieson survey from section 1, township
24, west, range 40 east, ran nearly on a tangent
in a west-northwesterly direction, all the way
to where the constructed line intersects west of
Reardan, making scarcely any cuts, a much
easier grade and distance shorter four and four
tenths miles. Xearly all the grade was built
and right of way secured on the line of the
Jamieson survey before the change was made
to where the road is now built.

"At a point about one mile west of Daven
port the road, as built, turns south and south
west, thence west to Rocklyn, thence north
west to Creston, a distance of about twenty
t\\·o miles. Some ten miles of this distance
the road, as built, passes through a belt of scab
land, composed of basaltic rock, necessitating
numerous rock cuts, making this ten miles the
most expensive piece of road to build between
Cheney and Coulee City. The J amieson sur~

vey, in covering this distance, runs west-north
west from Davenport until nearing the scab
land, that road, as built, passes through, when
it runs south avoiding the scab land and rock,
crossing back to where the road is now built
between Wilbur and Govan, making a much
shorter route. The advantage of the Jamieson
SUf\'ev over that of road as built for above dis-,
tance was a sa\·ing in distance, grades, curves,
and avoiding the rock cuts. At about the 86th
mile post, near Almira, the road as built again
leans the Jamieson survey, runs northwest for
about two and one-half miles and thence south
westerlv for about fourteen and one-half miles,,

intersecting the Jamieson survey again at about
mile post 104.

"On the Jamieson survey the grade is de
.scencling the \\'hole distance, while on the road
as built it rises to an elevation of 2,108 feet,
three and one-half miles west of mile post 86,
making this difference; Jamieson survey,
length. 16 miles; road as built, length, 18

•

miles; Jamieson survey, grades not exceeding
7 per cent.; road as built, six miles, .8 to 1.5
per cent. ; twelve miles, .4 to .8 per cent. grades.
About the only explanation that is .given for
this change of the construction of the road is
that about the time of the beginning of the con
struction of the Central \Vashington railroad
there was a townsite company formed and com
posed almost entirely of the Northern Pacific
officials, who were either in charge of the con
struction of the Central \Vashington railway-,
or occupying positions that gave them prom-
inence in controlling and directing the affairs
of the Northern Pacific Railway Company. It
is a matter of regret both to the owners and to
the patrons of the Central \Vashington rail
way that this townsite company could not haye
secured as favorable terms for their purpose
along the line of the Jamieson survey as where
the road was built."

The story of the county seat contest of 1890
between Davenport and Sprague is one re
plete with dramatic, even sensational interest.
It is a recognized truth that the residents of
the 11<;>rthern and western portions of Lincoln
county never considered the county seat as per
manently located at Sprague. It had always
been regarded as a matter of course that at some
future day the question of relocation would
again be submitted to the arbitrament of the
ballot. Firm in this belief the voters time and
again elected county commissioners with the
distinct ante-election understanding that they
should swing their official influence to prevent
construction of any expensive county buildings.

The summer of 1890 appeared to be an au·
spicious time in which to' reopen the burning
question of county capital removal. Construc
tion of the Central Washington and Seattle,
L3.ke Shore & Eastern railroads through the
northern part of the county had caused a rapid
settlement of that portion of the Big Bend.
New towns had sprung up and each had \le
qui red quite a formidable voting strength. Ag
ricultural and industrial conditions surround-
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lars on the 4th day of March, 1891, for the
purpose of erecting such buildings.

"THE BIG BEND NATIONAL BANK.

"c. C. May, Cashier."

I

<4
30

384
31

o

Sprague.
19
3
3

Reardan 132

Davenport 201

Miles 37

Butte 30

Sedalia 20

Condon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 24
South Sprague 6

Union , '" 51

Saturday evening, October 18, 1890, a
meeting of Wilbur business men was held in
Mr. Benson's office for the purpose of discuss
ing the county seat question as it affected "Vil
bur, and arriving at some positive conclusion'
as to which point-Davenport or Spragule-e
offered the least obstacle to the division of the
county on a north and a south line. The meet
ing was called at the solicitation of Davenport
gentlemen who had passed the four preceding
days canvassing the town, and who personally
gave notice to all whom they desired to attend
the meeting. The deliberations were of a very
informal character, and it soon became appar
ent that Sprague was regarded as being in a
better position to meet the wishes of the people
of \Vilbur than was Davenport. Upon an ex-

•
pression of the meeting being taken it was
found that an unanimous feeling prevailed to
assist Sprague in the contest.

The vote of \Vilbur was an important fac-'
tor in this contest and to secure it Sprague put
forth strenuous efforts. On the other hand
Wilbur citizens were extremely anxious that
a county division should be effected whereby
a new county should be formed of which she
might become the capital. The Wilbwr Reg
ister joined forces with Sprague in this move
ment and Davenport was defeated by the fol
lowing vote by precincts:

i
Precincts. Davenport.
Meridian 16

"Davenport, Lincoln County, Wash., Oc
tober 6, 1890.-This is to certi fy that there
has been deposited in the Big Bend National
Bank of Davenport, Washington, the sum of
ten thousand dollars for the purpose of erecting
count),' buildings at Davenport, Washington,
if the county seat shall be removed from
Sprague to Davenport as a result of the elec
lion to he held the fourth day of November,
18<)0. In case the county seat be so removed
the Big Bend National Bank will pay into the
C0I1I1t)' treasury the sum of ten thousand dol-

,
in" the twO towns of Davenport and Sprague

"'e radically different from what they wereIrel .
I '11" the memorable contest of 1884, SIX

(\11"1 "

r" pre,·ious. At that 'Period the central and,"ea ~

;lorthern portions were little more than rolling
bunch-grass prairies. Settlements were few
and far between. Now the aspect was decid
edly changed. Nearly every district surround
.1; Dal'enport and trending to the southward
II"
Iras occupied by thrifty farmers. It was pro-
posed by the citizens of Davenport to build
free of cost to the county a court house building
the expense of which should be not less than
$10,000. Three-fifths of all ballots cast were
necessary to remove the county seat, all of
Irhich votes must be in favor of one particular
place of removal.

Fully 1,200 voters signed the petition to
the county commissioners, which was presented
Angust 5th, and permission was granted by
them for an election to be held in No\'ember.
Thus the I8g0 compaign for county seat hon
ors was fairly on, and exceedingly warm. It
was the ardent, and natural desire of Sprague
citizens to investigate the exact condition of
the promised $10,000 for court house purposes.
Dal'enport realized the fairness of this propo
sition and that amount was promptly deposited
in the Big Bend National Bank. Mr. C. C.
May, cashier made affidavit to the following. ,
statement:
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•

54 20

27 3
5 5

15 9
7 208

21 68
122 I

II 8

49 18
4 33

14 10

90 4
19 15
29 3
9 25

13 69
91 3
99 3
II 12

Brents .

Wilbur , .

Earl ,_ " .. '" .
Grand Bluff .

Harrington .

Willow Springs .
North Sprague ..

Mondovi .
Enos .

Crab Creek .
Yarwood .

Sassin " .

,

FairvIew .
Liberty .
Welch Creek ..
Grand Coulee .

..
Inkster _ ~ .

Wilson Creek .....•. " .
Larene .

vation, who at once threatened to gu un tht
war path and extenninate all the white settler
in the country. At this period the Dakota In~
dians afflicted with their historical Messiah
craze, were on the war path, and in conse
quence anxiety was felt in many sections oj

eastern Washington. The citizens of the upper
country petitioned the governor of the state
for troops and anns with which to deiend
themselves. Guns and ammunition were at once
for_warded, but the hostile Indians were finally
induced t9 remain quiet without further blood.
shed. It was subsequently confessed that the
danger was more fancied than real, and certain
newspapers went to the extent of hinting that,

992 aiter all, Stephen was not the actual murderer
of the freighter, Cole. While no portion oi

Sprague received a majority over the two- Lincoln county was directly threatened, con·
fifths vote required and the county seat re- siderable excitement was manifested by settlers
mained with her. r in the northern portion, especially along the

During the winter of 1890- I residents of IColumhia river opposite the Coh'ille Resena·
Lincoln county were seriously affected by an i tion..
annoying wheat blockade, It appeared impos- i The following from the Wilbur Regist,.,
sible to secure transportation for the fanners' ! under date January 23, 1891, explains the na·. ,

grain; there was a car-famine ,,,ith consequent I tur.e of the scare in so far as it affected Lincoln
inacti\,ity of the market. Many buyers had ad- j county:

r
"anced money on wheat upon 'which they could: ·'Mr. _\1 Stevens, a prosperous horseman
not realize. This condition of the local wheat I irom Grand Coulee, came in from that place
market continued until after Christmas when I !\'Ionday last (January 19) with the startling
plenty of cars were received and the congestion Iinformation that the Indians were crossing 'he
removed. I ri ver in large numbers and that the settlers in

In January, 1891, there occurred an Indian i that dcinity were becoming considerablY
"scare" on the Colville Reservation and in cen- alarmed. He imparted the news to Mayor Hay
tral Okanogan county. A brief outline of this and at the same time requested him to use his
event may not be out of place here. Cole, influence i;l obtaining guns and ammunition
a freighter plying betwen \Vilbur and the ior their use. The request was immediately
north country, was murdered by an Indian boy complied with and the arms will, probably, ar·
named Stephen, or such, at least, was the sup- ri\'e to-night. Mr. Stevens says that the In
position. The latter was arrested and lodged dians are acting in a very mysterious manner.
in jail at Conconully, the county seat of Okan- They cross to this side of the river and then sud·
ogan county. _\ party of citizens from Alma, denly disappear, no one knows where. Some
and other sections of the county went to the of the more timid are of the opinion that the
jail, removed Stephen and hanged him from Indians are gathering in some of the canyOnS
a tree a short distance below Conconully. This along the river and some dark night will break
act greatly angered the Indians on the reser- out and massacre the whole settlement. Tlus
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is hardly probable, however, as the Indians in
this part of the country are at present so few in
numbers that they would hardly dare attack
,ettlers this side of the river. If there is any
outbreak it \\'ill more than likely be in the neigh

'borhood of Ruby City, where the trouble origin
ated. 11 is all very well to be prepared, though,
for it is hard to tell what the red devils would
not do. and a few hundred rifles distributed
amollg the settlers along the river would be a
great 'inducement' for the Indians to stay at

••home.
Follolring the temporary settlement of the

c"unty seat question resulting in a victory for
Sprague, the matter of county division ,,'as
taken up at the earnest demand of the people
of \\'ilbur. Objection was made by Da\'en
I"n to any division having a north and
:,)mh line of demarcation, but the town was,
apparently, Irilling to allow the division ques
li"ll to proceed provided an east ami west line
Iras adopted thus separating Sprague from Da
renpon, 11 was hoped that by this means the
latter town would e\'entually secure the county
seat. To this proposition, however, the con
;em of Sprague could not be obtained. In the
legislature tll"O bills for county diyision wer,e
introduced, one by Representatiye Isaac M.
Cushman providing for a north and south line
a ielr miles west of Da\'enport, designating
\\'illll1r as the new county seat and christening
the proposed new political dil'ision as "Big
Bend County." A second bill provided for di
risi"ll on an east and west line, but nothing
tangible resulted from either of these two meas
lIres. "\nother plan which receiyeu some con
sideration but did not materialize was in the
nature of a compromise whereby the county
Iras to be segregated into three di\'isions, Big
Bend to he designated as the western county,
Grant that of the east and Sprague to remain
the COUllty seat of Lincoln county. But it was
destilled that the county should not only re
m '

a1l1 \I1tact, but that Davenport should, eventu-
all\', secure the capital. The following sum

7

mary of the complication was published March
6, 1891, by the Lincoln County Times:

At the opening uf the campaign last fall the re
location of the COUnty seat was the all-import,mt ques
tion of the hour, It was believed that a more central
location was generally desired, and that its removal
to Davenport would result to the financial advantage of
the tax payers of the county. Davenport was regarded
as well situated and therefore designated as a con
testant for county seat honors. Sprague realizing ,that
to rely upon her merits as compared with those of
Davenport was likely to result disastrously to her,
formed an alliance with \Vilbur whereby that town
was to throw her vote and influence in the balance with
Sprague, in consideration of which the latter would
secure such a division of the county as' that Wilbur
would be the county scat of the new division. The im
probahility and impracticability of the proposition was
apparent to everybody except the \Vilhur people them
sel,·es. They eagerly caught at this offer and labored'
hard and faithfully in the interest of Sprague, and by
her efforts barely succeeded in retaining that town
as the county S'eat of Lincoln county for another term
of years,

Hal'ing faithfully fulfilled her promises she con
fidently expected that Sprague would redeem her pledges
by aiding the north and south di"ision over the Rocky
Canyon. * * * V cry naturally Sprague could not
afford to aid such a division as it would have left her
in a helpless condition to contend with an adversarJ
in the event of another contest. It was' but natural that
she should try to protect herself, and if by a reiteration-of her good will she can succeed in bringing Wilbur
to her support gain. when she needs her, why, she will
do it.

It was in the latter part of September, 1891 r

that Lincoln county, in company with the Big
Bend, achieved distinction at the Tacoma Grain.
Exposition and this too in a manner that ac
corded her high standing among the grain
growing sections of the coast as a cereal pro
ducing country. The managers of the expo
sition placed Lincoln as the first county in the
state in a showing of wheat, oats and barley;
"Valla "Valla county the first in fruits and Ya
kima county the first in hops. Each county in
the state was represented by most attractive dis
plays, and a strong effort was made by \'\fhit
man to carry away the laurels in the cereal ex
hibit, but the honor was accorded to Lincoln
county,

•
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In March, 1892, the formal transfer of the,
Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railway was
made to the Northern Pacific Company. Still
the road had been under practical control of
the latter company for nearly a year previous.

The Big Bend Chief tells an interesting
tale of the discovery of the Great Northern
Toute down Crab Creek by the Urquhart
Brothers, the well known stockmen. Presi
dent James J. Hill had surveyors out trying
to locate an eligible route down to the Colum
bia river, but the grades were all steep. The
Urquhart Brothers, who were watching with
decided interest the movements of the company,
became acquainted with the difficulty exper
ienced by Mr. Hill. Mr. Donald Urquhart,
therefore, wrote the Napoleonic railroader a
personal letter agreeing to find him a route de
void of "toboggan slides." At first nothing was
heard from Mr. Hill, but one evening, some
weeks later, a party drove up to Mr. Urquhart's
home and desired to renlain over night. The
following morning they stated that their errand
was to find the route of which Mr. Urquhart
had written to Mr. Hill. Accordingly Donald
hitched ~p a team and after a month or two
;5pent in running surveys proved the correctness
of his statement made in the letter. The en
gineer, who made the survey met the party at
Rock Island and could hardly believe the evi:
dence of the field notes. More especially was
he hard to convince as he had made several in
vestments along the northern. route for himself

,and friends with almost a <;ertainty that
the road would be constructed along that
survey. The only error, made by Mr.
Urquhart was at Trinidad, where the loop
is now made to avoid crossing the canyon
at that point. He still maintains that the can
yon can be bridged with safety. With
in a year from the time that the letter was
wr.itten to Mr. Hill the whistle of the locomotive
might have been heard in the Crab creek valley.

The Great Northern 'Railway was built
through Lincoln county in 1892. Preliminary

surveys were made all over eastern Washing.
ton and many rumors were afloat as to the
probable course thr,ough Lincoln county. For
a period it appeared reasonable that Some of til!
towns in the northern portion of the county
would be on the line as it was thought that the'
crossing of Grand Coulee would be made at '
Coulee City. In fact tlte Great Northern Com.
pany filed their map in the Waterville land of.
fice showing this route. September 30, 11392,

the Gr.eat Northern was completed to the C0-
lumbia river. .

For many years non-resident stockmen
were in the habit of driving their herds to Lin.
coin county each successive summer. Early
in the year 1892 a mass meeting of Lincoln
stock-raisers was held at Fellows station. on
the Central Washington railway and organized
the Lincoln County Stock Protective Associa·
tion. The following resolution was then
adopted: "Resolved that we will no longer sui·
fer such grievance, and we hereby gi\"e notier
to non-resident stockmen that any further at·
tempt to encroach on our ranges will encounter
the united and determined opposition of this
organization. A word to the wise is sufficient.'

In the spring of 1892 the two companies of
soldiers then stationed at Fort Spokane were
called to the Coeur d'Alene mines where they
took an active part in the labor troubles at thai
point. They remained during the summer, re
turning to the fort November 17th.

In March, 1893, the squirrel pest reap
peared, but it was ardently anticipated that it
marked the beginning of the end of the trouble,
This, however, was an error. It was reported
that these animals were emerging from their
winter quarters in large numbers and were
starving at a rate threaterilng total extern1l0a·
tion. Thousands of them were obser\"ed scur·
rying across the snow in vain search of some
thing to eat. The Lincoln County Times col11'
mented on, the phenomenon as follows:

"There is at least one ,advantage of a b,1ck·

ward spring that is likely topreve of untold
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I to the grain producers of the county.ra ue
The lillie rodents who prey upon green wheat

, fields and lI'ho scamper over ~ thousand hills
• in countless numbers long before this time
, 1110st rears, are making a desperate and unsuc-

cessi;1 struggle for existence this season. It
is more than a month since they began to peep
iorth and though they are great rustlers in
dn' ,reather they have a great aversion for

· sn~,r and cold, consequently many of them are
· passing to their reward and if the balance are

properly looked after will soon join them."
Yet in March, 1894, the ravenous rodents

reappeared in large numbers in the southern
.and central portions of Lincoln county. They

appeared, however, to be traveling northward
and it ,ras freely predicted that they would
;oon disappear into the Columbia river. There
\ras obser\'ed, also, a decrease in their numbers.
In certain portions of the county many were
"rormed out by floods. Still, in the face of all
this the squirrels apeared as pestiferous as ever.

In .-\pril, 1895, the Wilbur Register said:
"The story as told by the Register two

\reeks ago regarding the destruction of squir
rels by small red lice has been confirmed during

, the last iei,' days by men who have investigated
the matter. J. F. Opitz, who h,'es on Lake
creek, was in town Mondav and sal's that there- -
i5 absolutely no doubt that the lice are killing
the squirrels by the thousands. \ \-'here ther.e
\"ere twenty squirrels last year there is not
one now, although the lice only affect the squir
rels in certain localities. Mr. Opitz says that
his neighbors have caught a number of the
Sljuirrels in traps, which had been attacked by

the lice, and in every instance the squirrels were
nothing but skeletons. Jack Sterrett and others
liring out that way say that it is surely the lice

that are destroying the pests, and all advise
that the people living up here should try to se

Cllre SOme of the squirrels having the lice on
. them an,! turn them loose where they are likely

to Scatter the vermin."

It is evident that these lice did some good

in the way of killing the pests, but not until
June, 1896, was the nuisance abated. At that
period they began to die off in large numbers

from disease. July 3d the faculty of the Ag
ricultural College at Pullman sqid: "The dis
ease is one affecting the throat. It shows itself
in one or more abscesses, the outside of which
resembles a crust, or scab. Later this abscess
may form a large, ugly looking ulcer. The
symptoms are not aggravating until toward the
termination of the disease, when the affected
squirrel "'ill turn round and round in a circle,
be thrown into spasms or convulsions, death
following immediately."

July 17th the Sprague Herald said: "The
squirrels in this section have ceased to be a
pest. They are all either dead or dying."

Thus closed one of the most pesti ferous
afflictions which the farmers of Lincoln have

ever been called upon to face.
The proposed abandonment of Fort Spo

kane met with a sturdy and, temporarily, suc
cessful opposition from the citizens of Lincoln
county. The question was first broached in

October, 1893. At that time General Carlin,
of the Department of the Columbia, in his an
nual report recommended this couriSe to the
government, together with a number of other
smalh;r forts. General Carlin, also, advised the
establishment of a new post near the city of
Spokane. This recommendation appears to
have been anticipated, so far as it applied to
Fort Spokane. as only a few soldiers were there
in October, 1893. The Lincoln County Times
was fully alive to the merits of the questio:l.

and October 20th said:
"It is well known that the city of Spokane

has had designs upon the acquisition of thi"
military post for years past merely for the ad
vantages that would grow out of governme;lt

appropriations. for the erection of necessary
buildings. to the city as a whole, and the inci
dental advantages that would be reaped from
a monthly soldierly pay roll to the bus

ness community as a part. Why should

•
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the government abandon a post conceded
to be the best planned in this di\'ision
and upon \,'hich so much money has been
expended? It is near the border line, quite
accessible, and will most probably be on a line
of railroad at no distant day, If local advant
ages are to be considered Lincoln county pro
tests that she has prior claims which are en
titled to as much oonsideration as any claim
that can be advanced by Spokane as a county or
cit\" "

•

In November of that year canvassers were
in the field securing names of Lincoln county
settlers remonstrating against abandonment,

It was held by the signers of these petitions
that the fort was as necessarv then as it had

•

been ten years previous. They claimed that,
as the fort was between two Indian reserva
tions, Coh'ille and Spokane, the post served as
a restraint upon such Hbad Indians" as might

be disposed to do mischief of any description,
These Indians were ah\'ays able to secure ,,'his
key occasionally, notwithstanding a close watch
kept upon them by the military, and when they
did so procure it they ,,'ere exceedingly dan
gerous. RemO\'al of Fort Spokane would ren
der it for easier for them to procure whiskey,
At that period it ,\'as one of the best constructed
posts in the northwest and upon which consid
erable money had been expended by the gO\'
ernment. For these and other reasons the citi

zens of Lincoln county earnestly protested
against abandonment and respectfully asked
that the war department should thoroughly in
vestigate the matter before acting upon the
recommendation of General Carlin. :'\othing
was done farther in the matter at this time, In
April, 18<)4, several companies of infantry and
two of cavalry were added to the garrison. and
not until the breaking out of the Spanish \I'ar,
in 1898, was abandonment of Fort Spokane
effected. The troops then went io the iront
and were not, subsequently, returned,

In 1894 what were known as the ;'lieu
lands" were thrown upon the market in Lincoln

county. Pre,'ious to this the question had been
particularly to people residing in the north'

I western portion, vexatious and unsolved. For
a number of years these residents had been
holding lieu lands by "squatters' rights," im
pro\'ing and cultivating thenl, yet all the time

afraid to leave them, even for a day or 50.

through a wholesome fear that they would I,
·'jumped." There were several townships oj

these lieu lands along the Columbia river which
were especially valuable, .'\t last, through the
influence of the \Vashington delegation in COil,

gress the lieu lands were placed on the market
and the actual settlers on them could "quiet
title" by purchase, \vhich the most of them did.

The memorable Coxey Army l1101"emelit
\vhich took the country by storm did not pa;;
Lincoln county by in 1894. The ;'Coml11ol1
wealers," as they \,'ere called were then trarel,

ing eastward from the Sound cities on their
way to join HGeneral" Coxey on his march tOo
Washington, D. C. Sprague. being a railroad
point of prominence, secured the majoritl' "j

trouble from this source, although other tOIYU;
in the countv were not unmolested. ;\lal' 6th

• •

! a Sprague correspondent of the S /,o"alle' Ro'
,'iI'''' sent in the following:

"This morning Sprague citizens \ritnes,e<1
a no\'el sight. During the night freight train;
from the ,,'est brought several hundred oi the
industrial army, The passenger train "];,,
unloaded about se\'enty-fi,'e riding on "hlilll!
baggage" and hrake-beams. After breakiasl
this morning, which the industrial arm\" re'

ceind thmugh the kindness of our" citi7.~n;.

the army attempted to board freight train ~"

58 which leaves this station at 7 a, m. The
I army swarmed upon the box-cars like hee'
! The cre\\' made several attempts to get thel11

!
i off and started several times, but each time It:1(

army would climb upon the cars again. 'I'

I nall\' the train backed down into the yard and. '

the officials hit upon a novel and dangerouS
plan. Thev made the train a double-header

with two PowerfUl engines, also haying the
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°tell elwine as "pusher." After clearing the
SWI 0

train of the army it was backed down almost
w the lake west of town, and then made a fast
run through our city, going at the rate of fifty

miles an hour.
"About one hundred of the army started out

Iralking east and intended to board the trail1
rroin<T up the hill, but on account of the double-
b "header they were fooled. A live-stock train
eastlJonnu \vas brought to a halt by an indus-

o irial Il"ho set an air-brake from the trucks of
"ue of the cars. The officials ordered the stock

o uuloaded and slvear they will not carry the
"Comlllol1\vealers" if not a 0 wheel turns for a
month .. ,

Jlay 8th another dispatch was published, it
appearing that a temporary check was put to
the lalrlessness, as follows:

"El"erything is very quiet in our city today.
.\11 the industrial 0 army took their departure
during the nig11t on the stock and freight train
Irhieh left here about 3 a. m. Although about
25 Depnty l..:nited States Marshals arrived here
from Spokane to escort the stock train out of
tolrt1 the Coxeyites all caught on going up
grade east of town. There are six or seven
Deputy United States Marshals under com-

o mand of Captain V. M. Massey stationed here
to keep the Commonwealers off all trains, and

o some of them were more boisterous around the
saloons and depot than all of the Coxeyites
who have been visiting us for the last few days.

o There are 600 or, 700 of the army strung along
the railroad from Ellensburg, who will' arrive
here within the next few days."

o The cattle train from Sprague was brought
mto Spokane at 6 o'c1ock on the morning of
the 8th inst. The marshals found that the

o train was in possession of the industrials who 0

would not move under their orders to get off
the right of way, some of the army telling them

o that they would not dare shoot. During the ex
Citement one man was clubbed. As the cattle
train started up the marshals ran alongside to
keel Co .p t le xeyttes off. But the litter started

to rush by them for the brake-beams and the
marshals began shooting. 1\0 one was injured,
but the Commonwealers discovered that the
marshals meant "business."

About a dozen of the army reached Daven
port Saturday noon, May 12th. At the ex
pense of a number of citizens of the town they
lunched at the Dale House (since destroyed by
fire), and then continued on their way to Wash
ington, D. c., rejoicing. They came over the
mountains from the \IOest and succeeded in
stealing a ride o\'er the Central vVashington
Railway to within a mile or two of town. They
did not move forward on their march until a
little recruiting had been done. The following
dispatch, under date of May 16th was sent °in
to Spokane from Davenport :

"A man named Rippitos, of this place, en
tertained a large number of people today with
a discourse upon the Coxey movement. .-\fter
he had finished speaking enlistment began and
within a short time nearly one hundred men
had joined the army. Quarters \"ere offered
them by Jack Redick, who allows them to use
his old wagon shed, where they will spend the
night. A grand demonstration took plaoe this
afternoon, the men parading, colors flying
and headed by the Davenport brass band. They
will remain here a few days to complete re
cruiting and will then depart for \Vashington,
D.C."

Thus ended Lincoln countv's adventure
•

with the Coxeyites, but the same month of the
same year 'high water was a fruitful topic of
discussion as 'well as in other portions of the
state. June 7th, the floods continuing, the
bridge at Fort Spokane was carried out. Un
der date of June I7th the Lincoln County Times
said: I

"People living along the Columbia river
tell frightful tales of ruin and devastation re
sulting from the high waters. Houses, barns,
stacks, dead horses and cattle and even human
beings have been seen floating down the river.
It is related that one day when the waters had

•
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about reached their height a man and two 'girls
were seen strapped down to a floating raft drift
ing down the current. It was impossible to
rescue them. The river was so swift and vio
lent in most places that it was almost sure death
to venture into the current with a boat."

June 22d the waters of the Columbia and
Spokane rivers and other streams were slowly
subsiding and no further mischief was feared.
It was admitted, however, that these streams
had never been known, by the oldest residents
of the country, to rise so suddenly or to such
a height. But on June 29th Crab creek, in
the southern portion of the county, became a
mighty river, carrying away bridges, fences
and grain. This was the first time this stream
had ever reached any extraordinary height due
to spring floods.

The Northern Pacific Railway strike, in
1894, and under the auspices of Eugene V.
Dl"bs and the A. R. U., which affected the en
tire system, played an important part in the
history of Lincoln county. Directly and in
directly to it may be traced some of the im
portant events which transpired later-notably
the removal of the county seat from Sprague
to Davenport two years later. It was the cause
of certain dissensions between the two ambitious
towns. One Saturday in June, r894, a num
ber of farmers assembled in Sprague and in
the name of Lincoln county, adopted certain
resolutions concerning the great strike then
pending. This meeting was presided over by
John Cody, and A. J. Lacy, J. C. Murray and
O. T. Terwilliger drafted the following reso
lutions which were adopted:

Rcsoh'cd, That we, citizens of Lincoln and ad
joining counties in mass meeting assembled, in the city
of Sprague, \Vas'hington, hereby express our emphatic
condemnation of the plutocratic money powers that
have so systematically done all that could be done to
oppres~ the poor generally, and of the management of
the Pullman Car Company who are the direct cause

•
of the strike on all the sections of railroads now out and, ,
be it further

Resolved, That we hereby extend our hearty sym
pathy to all the unfortunate toilers who have been re-

duced to enforced idleness through the iniquitol1s and
tyrannical action of the management of the Pl1l1 man
Car Company in reducing the wages of their emplovee'
to starvation price. and especially do we extend ·ou;
sympathy to and hereby declare our approval of the
action of our citizens who are employees of the Korth_
ern Pacific Railroad Company in their determination 10

insist upon the equitable adjustment of the wages, and
the restoration to their positions of the employees that
have gone out, and be it further

Resolved. That we as a body assembled hereby
pledge ourselves to do all in our power to alleviate ",;,
condition of suffering or want, and that we are willing
to contribute everything within our power that may be
needed for the purpose of the strikers or their families.

It should be remembered that this period
was one of ~ntense excitement throughout the
entire country. Similar meetings and similar
resolutions were held and passed in manr
places. Indeed, it may be truthfully asserted
that these resolutions of sympathy were mild
in their character compared to many others of
like import. Viewed in the calm retrospection
of history they do not appear at all anarchistic
or revolutionary. But conditions at that time
were inflammable. It is this fact that tended
to bring on a strong division of public senti
ment. And to this division must be ascribed
the intensifying of the bitterness which origi
nated in r884 between the to\'\.fiS of Sprague
and Davenport as well as between citizens or
each to\Vl1. The action of this mass meeting

,

in Sprague was at once seized upon by cer-
tain people in Davenport to create a spirit or
animosity against Sprague. The more conser·
vative citizens of that town realized that such
a condition must be palliated. A dispatch from
Sprague. dated July r6th, will more f\llly ex
plain their position:

"This evening a large meeting of citizens
and business men was held and resolutions \"ere
passed for law and order. The assemblage was
resolved to protect from insult and- vi0lence
all men who desire to go back to work aile
hundred citizens were sworn in as deputy sher
iffs. It was also resolved to enforce the or·
dinance keeping boys off. the streets after 9
o'clock p. m. The meeting was very entltu-



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY. 103

Thus much for the conflicting attitudes of
the citizens of Lincoln county concerning the
great strike. As for the strike per se, two
companies of infantry were called from Fort

W"ercClS it has come to our attention that numerouS
fal;e and misleading reports have been published and
'rcnlated with regard to the cond,tIon of affaIrs at

~I "lIe nne! the sentiments and opinions of citizens
~prao • ,
during the strike. and

rl'/lcrras, The reports not only do Sprague and
her citizens an injustice, but are calculated to do much
harm. therefore be it

Rf!iol'i!cd, By the citizens and busineS'S men of
Sprague in mass meeting assembled that we denounce
a.' ialse the report that Sprague is solid, for the strike;
that we believe that even among railroad employees
there arc a large number who are and have been op
posed to the strike from the beginning as unj ust and
ill-advised; that the report that Troop A of Sprague
refused to return home behind non-union men is abso
Intely untrue; and especially is it false that the people
oi Sprague-or a respectable portion of them-approved
their alleged refusal to do so. On the contrary the
citizens of Sprague are loyal to the flag and to the
law~. and are outspoken in their opinion that it is the
dnty of a soldier to obey orders under any and all cir
cumstances, and that refusal so to do should be met with
s,r\"ere punishment.

lYe condemn the false and exaggerated reports of
the disturbance Sunday night, the 8th instant, as the
iae:ts are: That beyond the throwing of rocks at a train
and the bnrning of one small trestle and the partial I

Imming of another, no great damage was done and
there was no uhowling mob" as reported. \"'le are quite
positive that had the Tekoa militia, who were aboard
the train. done their duty there would have been no
disturbance whatever. Had they even made a show
of resistance. instead of remaining in the cars, the
hoodlums who started the row would have heen in
timidated and 'there .would have been no trouble at
all: be it further

Rrso/"cd, That for the purpose of indicating the
altitude of the business men in this matter. and in
order to preser:ve law and order and aid the authorities
, '

In protecting the employees and property of the North-
ern Pacific. should such aid be necessary. we organize
ourselves into a law and Order league, the members
thrreof to he Sworn in as deputy sheriff~.

RrsohlCd, Further, that these resolutions be given
due publicity and especially be furnished to papers in
Spokane. Tacoma and Seattle for publication.

. stic and the citizens
Sla.

ace shall be preserved..
pe . I
Intions were unammous y

are determined that
The following reso
adopted:

Spokane Sunday night, July 8th, and early
Monday morning left for Sprague by special
train to report for duty. A bridge was burned
down in front of them, however, before they
reJ.ched there, but the train crews succeeded in
patching it up and they passed over. This
train ,was manned by amateurs, a saw mill en
gineer being in charge of the locomotive.
These soldiers returned from Sprague July
25th, although the strike had been declared
off on the 2 I st inst. July 13th Division Super
intendent F. W. Gilbert, of the Northern Pa
cific, who had temporarily removed his head
quarters from Sprague to Spokane, returned
to Sprague and opened up his headquarters in
that town, where he held himself in readiness
to act upon the application of all ex-employees
for reinstatement for duty.

July 13th the Lillcoln County Times said:
"Locally there is some sympathy with the

strikers, but sentiment is practically unani
mous in favor of the presen'ation of laws, the
restoration of order and against the destruc
tion of property anel intimidation of workmen
by threats of violence by organized bodies."

The Northern Pacific strike also affected
•

the Central \Vashington railway. Monday,
July 9th, a special carrying soldiers came over
the line and this was the first train into Daven
port since the tie-up. Mail for all parts of the
county was brought to Harrington, on the,
Great Northern and other postoffices on that
road, which were not affecteu by the strike,
and distributed to the different towns 'by
stages. Some intended for the northern part
of Lincoln county was taken to Colville, Ste
vens county, via the Spokane Falls & North
ern line. then, as now under the management
of the Great Northern officials, and thence car
ried by stage to Fort Spokane, and thus dis
tributed throughout the county. Saturday
afternoon, July 14th, the first train on the Cen
tral Washington, in 18 days, arrived in Wil
bur, Lincoln county, The citizens of that
town turned out en masse to \\'elcome the de-
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layed transportation. The engine was guarded
by three deputy marshals.

The last act in the interesting and sensa
tional career of "vViJd Goose Bill" took place
in the latter part of January, 1895, resulting
in his death together with that of a man named
Barton Park. Concerning this double tragedy
the Lincoln COll11ty Times in reporting the
event said:

•

"The shooting affair between '\Vild Goose
Bill' and Barton Park. in which both were
killed, occurred at the King ranch, about ten
miles distant from '\Vild Goose Bill's' place
on the Columbia riwr. There were four wit
nesses to the deed. The whole trouble ,,-as
over a woman, Millie Dunn, by name, \\"ho
was married to a young man by that name in
Davenport a couple of years ago, but from
whom she secured a divorce several months
since and for some time had been living with
"Wild Goose Bill,' whose proper name was
Samuel Wilbur Condin.

"Condin, who had a squaw wife, induced
her to leave and soon became greatly attached
and very jealous of his young mistress. She,
however, soon tired of 'him and took up with
Jack Bratton at the King ranch. This preyed
upon Condin's mind and he drank heavily and
is supposed to have been well under the influ
ence of liquor when he started upon his fatal
journey to the King ranch accompanied by
Bert Woodin. Arriving there Condin jumped
out of the wagon and went into the house and
Woodin drove to the barn with the team. En
tering the house Condin shook hands with all
present, Bratton, Park and Mrs. Dunn. It is
said he next asked the woman to go back and
live with him and on receiving a negative an
swer, pulled a revolver and fired two shots at
her, both taking effect in her left arm. It is
belived that Park interfered here by firing a
shot, and the woman states that at this inter
ference Condin turned upon Park, shot him
through the breast and started out the door.
Park, though fatally wounded, grasped a rifle

within reach and fired upon the retreating
Condin, killing him, and fired another shot at
Bert Woodin taking the heel off of his
(Woodin's) boot. He then dropped down
and expired almost instantly. Bratton. who
had been the cause of hostilites, slipped out oi
the door as the shooting began and lost no
time in placing distance between himself and
danger.

"Condin had passed through many a skir
mish. and always come out unscathed and was
a stranger to fear. But that he anticipated
trouble and probably a fatal termination I\a'

e\·idenced by the fact that he had made a new
will leaving the most of his property to his
crippled half breed child before starting out
on this last journey. Those who know Con
din best scarcely credit the story that he began
shooting at a defenseless woman unless he in.
tended taking his own life immediately after.
The woman's left arm was badly shattered,
and it is possible that it will cost her her life.
\Voodin and Bratton who escaped, the Tillles
is informed, have quit the country. The re
mains of young Barton Park were brought to
town last Saturday and interred in the cem
etery. "

Tuesday, August 13th, occurred a bad
wreck on the Central \Vashington railroad
just east of Almira, which resnlted in the
death of Fireman Prytz and serious injury to
Engineer' Hobart. The train consisted of
fourteen cars of cattle belonging to W. H.
Fleet, of Coulee City, en route to Chicago,
and one car of horses owned by Griffith Jones,
consigned to Wisconsin. The train \\'as com
ing down grade at a rapid rate, and when the
curve was reached, near Almira, the engme
and the enti re train with the exception of the
horse car, a cattle car and the caboose, went
over into the ditch twenty feet below, piling

k' aone car of live stock upon another ma tl1g
frightful wreck. Of the 314 cattle 150 were
either killed or maimed, making their destruC
tion necessary.. Fireman Prytz fell under the
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· boiler and was killed almost instantly by scald
in" water. Conductor Roberts, Brakeman
D~wns, \Y. H. Fleet and three or four others
were in the caboose and escaped injury.

In May. 1896, war broke out between the
railroads and the sheepmen. On the 13th in
stant the following dispatch was sent to the

· SPOkcsl1wn-Re'",;-UrdJ, Spokane:
"Sprague, May 13.-Some time ag-o the

'\orthern Pacific railroad company served no
tices on all the sheepmen who have been in the
hahit of grazing their flocks every spring with
in a radius of IS miles of Sprague, in Adams,
\rhitl11an and Lincoln counties, to keep off

· their lands. Some of the sheepmen have
iormed a combination to remove, shear and
ship their wool over the O. R. & N. railroad
and some over the Great Northern. The
'\orthern Pacific Company hearing of the
same. sent the following communication to
the stock association:

"Sprague, Wash., May 7, I8g6.-To Jack
:\!cElroy, John Graves, M. Parks, committee,
and an other cattlemen, ranchers and members
oi the Stock Grazing and Protective Associa-

· tion. Gentlemen:-You are doubtless aware
that the Northern Pacific Railway Company
has been sustained by the United States Court,
at Walla Walla, in its contention that sheep
cannot graze upon railroad land without per
mission of the company. Of course this means
that any land owned by you need not be fenced
to prevent sheep from grazing upon it.

"Now the company does not propose to
drire sheepmen out of the country,: but it
does wish to extend such protection to the cat
tle Olrners and small farmers as is possible,
~nd at the same time treat the sheepmen
talrl"• •

"Your association in the effort to protect
Yourselves from sheep depredations, might
carry the thing too far. We think you all
\l'ould preier to accomplish the result by fair
means in conjunction with efforts of the rail-
~doo h .mpany, rat. er than by puttmg your-

~e1ves in the attitude of law breakers. VVe be
.lieve that a reasonable arrangement can be
reached, and would like to meet you all at
Sprague next Monday, May I I, 18g6, at 10

o'clock a. m., and talk over this whole matter.
The railroad land department desires to ascer
tain what route can be used for the sheepmen
to pass up to Sprague and shear and get back
immediately after shearing, doing the least
possible damage to you. I will be here to rep
resent Thomas Cooper.. the Northern Pacific
Railroad Company's land agent, of Tacoma,
and it is possible that Mr. Cooper may be here
himself. Therefore, in your own interests, we
trust you will meet us as suggested without
fail. Signed, E. F. Benson, Land Examiner
for N. P. R. R. Co.

"The stock association had a meeting with
Mr. Benson present, and discussed this mat
ter and came to the following conclusion:

"Resolved, After discussing the matter of
co-operating with the Northern Pacific Rail
road Company in its efforts to bring the sheep
men of Adams, \Vhitman and Lincoln coun
ties to Sprague to sheer, it is unanimously
agreed that we. refuse our consent for them to
come north of the line running west from the
head of \Valled Lake to Rock creek, in Adams
and Lincoln counties."

"The following dodger has been printed
and will be scattered where it \\·ill reach all
sheepmen:

"'Public Notice.-To all owners and
• •

herders of sheep: You are hereby notified
not to herd or graze your sheep north of a
line running west from the head of Walled
Lake to Cow creek, and east from the head of
Walled Lake to Rock creek. By order of the
Stock Grazing' and Protective Association.
Signed, Jack McElroy, John Graves, M.
Parks.' "

The prevailing sentiment existing in Lin
coln county concerning the loss of the com
peting line of railroad, the Seattle, Lake Shore
& Eastern Railway, is voiced in the following
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extract from the Lillculll Collnty Timcs of
date, July 14,1896:

"The Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern Rail
road. a branch of which was extended from
Spokane to Davenport during the winter of
1889, and for which the property holders of
the town put up liberally for the purpose of
inducing the management to run through, in
stead of around the place.. has just been trans
ferred to the committee of the mortgage bond
holders and the deed placed on file in Spokane.

"This deed conveys the road, commencing
in the city of Seattle and running to SaJla]
Prairie, 62 miles; a line commencing in
Woodinville, King county. running to Sumas,
101 miles; a branch known as the Hilron
branch, and 18 miles of additional branches
and spurs; also the main line in the eastern
division, commencing at Spokane and running
west to Davenport. The transfer includes all
the rights of way, franchise, rolling stock.
buildings, etc., and 2,500 shares of stock in
the Union Depot Company, at Spokane. and
its leasehold estate for 99 years in the depot
grounds; also the railroad company's title to
tide and shore lands in King county.

"The company was enjoying an era of un
equaled prosperity at the time this road \vas

built through Lincoln county, and the people
and the railroads all seemed to have plenty of
money. Roads were being built everywhere.
and scarcely a week passed that a party of Sur
veyors did not pass through looking up a route
for some projected line. It was not hard for
them to raise the necessary money to induce
the Seattle road to build in, which was be
lieved to be a necessary thing in order to build
up the place so that other roads could be Con
trolled that talked of penetrating the Big
Bend. These were thrifty days when people
heard little and cared less about free silver and
sub-treasury schemes. All went along smooth
ly enough for two or three years and then a
reaction set in. Railroads quit buildiug.
money began to get scarce; all sorts of politi
cal nostrums were advocated; taking short
cuts to ease and fortune, and then the husiuess
failures began. No more was heard of pro
jected railroads, and the Seattle, Lake Shore
& Eastern line. after a hard struggle. finally
ceased to be operated altogether between Daren
port and Spokane, and now reverts to the bond
holders. Railroads, as well as individual"
overestimated themselves, strained their credit
and now a good many of them have valuable
experience but a good deal less money."

CHAPTER ID.

CURRENT EVENTS-1896 TO 1904.

Agitation for removal of the county seat
from Sprague was renewed the spring of 1896.
Harrington \vas ambitious, and in March the
Independent. of that town. announced that
Harrington \\"C,uld be a candidate. The town
of Edwall also listened to the buzzing of the
county seat hee. and \I'as. for awhile, ambit
ious to become the H Ill! of Lincoln county. It
was well known that \ \'ilhur would not feel

justified in refusing the honor, and Davenport
considered herself the logical candidate. Con:
ditio1Js were such that unless a number at
to\\'l1S entered the race and thus divided the
vote, removal from Sprague to Da"enpo~

might be considered a certainty. The cit,· at
Sprague which, until the year previous was.
unquestionably, the principal town of the
county, had encountered a series of disasters
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from which it could not, immediately, recover.
The fire of .~ugust 3. 1895, which is elsewhere
treateel in this work, laid waste the town. It

• , 1111cluestioned that a new Sprague would
\I a.
spring from the ashes of its desolation had not
the :\orthern Pacific Railroad Company de
cide,l to remove their machine shops from the
tOIn! and establish division headquarters else
\"here. This was a blow harder than the fire.

Davenport formally entered the county.
seat contest April 6th. A mass meeting of the
business men of the town assembled in the
council chambers and it was largely attended.
The situation was exhaustively discussed and
it was the unanimous opinion of the meeting
that Davenport should become a contestant.
Editoriallv the Lillcoln COUll'" Times said:• •

"In entering the field for the county seat
Da\'enport does not intend to make any attack
on Sprague, the present seat of county govern
ment. She entertains the most kindly feeling
for that place and all its citizens, and would
not like to see a single one of them suffer loss
by reason of the removal of the county seat.
Ho\vever. the removal of the seat of county
go\'ernment to a more central point is an
urgent public necessity, and overbalances all
private considerations as to individual losses
occasioned by the change."

April 25th the citizens of Harrington held
a mass meeting and, also, decided to enter the
contest. Under the law each town that de
cideel to become a candidate for county seat
p~ivileges was obliged to present to the board
at county commissioners a petition signed by
qualified electors of the COWlty equal in num
ber to one-third of all'the votes cast at the last
preceeling general election. Both Davenport
anel Harrington complied with this provision
and became contestants. It is generally ad
m,'tted that Harrington was not very sanguine
at securing' the prize. It was at the earnest
SOlicitation of Sprague and for the sole pur
POse of dividing the vote in order to prevent
a re-Iocation. The conditions at that period

are thus outlined by the Spokesman-Review of
date July 29, 1896:

"Davenport has filed with the county com
missioners a petition asking for an election for
the removal of the county seat to Davenport.
This petition has been acted upon by the
county commissioners and the issue will come
up at the general election this fall. Harring
ton has also filed a petition and is on the list
as a candidate.

"The conditions have been changing ma
terially in favor of Davenport. In the past
two years the south half of the county from
which Sprague derives its voting support has
been reduced at least five hundred votes, one
half of the reduction being on account of the
changed conditions at Sprague alone. Besides
this it is argued by Davenport people that
Sprague is situated three miles from the south
line of the countv and six miles from the east-
line. Thus the county seat is in the corner of
the county and the people in this section be
lieve it should be more centrally located. Dav
enport agrees to replace without a dollar's ex
pense to the county, county buildings similar
to those at Sprague. Harrington is not con
sidered to have any chance at all in the fight.
The friends of Davenport are aligning them
selves and the final result will come in No
vember."

I t was not until the latter part of Sep
tember that Davenport mobilized her forces in
earnest for the impending campaign, From
that date the contest on her part was most vig
orous and aggressi\·e. September 18th Dav
enport citizens executed a bond in the sum of
$18,800 in favor of the commissioners con
ditioned upon the selection of Davenport as
capital of the county, and pledging the bonds
men in that event to erect "a court house and

•

county jail at a place in Davenport, Washing-
ton, satisfactory to the county commissioners

I of said county, which said court house and

I
county jail shall be of the same size, material,
and capacity of said county buildings now in
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Sprague, the present county seat, and contain
the same number of rooms, and apartments
similarly arranged, each said court house and
jail to be built on yards and lots of land a5
large as the lots and yards on which the pres
ent county court house and j ail at Sprague are

. situated; and im'est and deliver to Lincoln
county on or before the said first lay of July,
1897, good, absolute and sufficient title to said
lots. yards. premises. court house and jail
thereon; and remove from Sprague to Daven
port, Washington. all the public records.
books, furniture, safes, fixtures and appara
tus of whatever kind and nature now used in
and about said county buildings at Sprague,
and place the same in good and regular order
in the county buildings to be built in Daven
port, as aforesaid."

Those who executed this bond \vere: C. C.
May, F. H. Luce, William Finney, Melissa
Finney, H. C. Keedy, Lizzie Keedy, Albert
'V. Turner, Alice Turner, E. E. Plough, Mar
garet Plough, George Oswalt, Mary Oswalt,
John H. Nicholls, Emma Nicholls, Walter
Mansfield, Mary P. Mansfield, James S. Ink
ster, Laura Inkster, Robert Tischner, Rosina
Tischner, Fred Quehlke, Margaret A. Queh
Ike, Herman Kruger, Dora Kruger, B. O. Gib
son, Louisa Gibson, Peter Leipham, Phebe
Leipham, Fred McLellan, Henry J. Whitney,
Mrs. Fred McLelland, H. Josephine Whit
ney. A. F. Lambert, H. W. Knapp, Ida M.·
Knapp, Dennie Moylan, Lula Moylan, A. L
Smalley, Clarence G. Snyder, Hugh H. Mc
Millan, Fred Lauer, L. A. Inkster, W. H.
Moore, Mary E. Moore, Adam Knox, Katie
Knox.

Those who were favorable to either
Sprague or Harrington for the countv seat

•

assumed the same position taken in the mem-
orable contest of 1890, viz: That Davenport
did not have the money required to construct
the county buildings. The bond that had been
executed was attacked and it was further al
leged that "there were not to exceed three men

on the bond who were worth a five cent piece
over and above.i ust debts and liabilities."

But it appears that Davenport had the
money. 111is was attested by the follOwing
sworn statement by C. C. May, Cashier of the
Big Bend 1'<ational Bank:

"Davenport, 'Vashington, October I-J.
1896.-This certifies that there has been de.
posited in the Big Bend National Bank, oi
Da\'enport, "Vashington, the sum of ten thous.
and dollars ($10,000) to be used only. or as
much thereof as may be necessary, for the pur.
pose of erecting a county court house and jail
of the same size. material, dimensions. aliI!
number of rooms as the county buildings nO\r
located at Sprague, Lincoln county, "'ash
ington, in case the county seat shall be reo
moved from Sprague to Davenport, as a result
of the election to be held on the 3d day of \0,
vember, 1896. This deposit is without am
resen'ation whatever, to be paid out only for
purpose herein named and as a guarantee that
said buildings together with all of block 94
in Columbia Addition to Davenport, which

i block is 21 5X250 feet, will be com-eyed toI Lincoln county, 'Vashington, free from an)'
incumbrance whatever, on or before August

II I, A. D., 1897; and that said Lincoln countr
shall not incur any expense in the removal of
the county records, offi\::e and vault furniture
and fixtures and jail cages, from Sprague to
Davenport.

"If Davenport fails to construct said build
ings and deliver same together with said block
of land to Lincoln county, Washington, by
good and sufficient warranty deed with the
usual covenants, on or before the first day of
August, 1897, or fails to remove the records
aforesaid from Sprague to Davenport within
sixty days after the result of said election is
declared; or fails to furnish suitable offices.
free of expense to Lincoln county, to be used
pending the construction of said county build
,·ngs, then and in that event the said $10,000,

(or so much thereof as may be necessary Ie
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The Davenport correspondent of the
Spokesmall-ReviC'IL' thus described the joyous
ratification of the result:

"The citizen~' of Davenport celebrated the
county seat victory last night. in an enthus
iastic and inspiring manner. At 7 :30 o'clock

enter into this agreement, or all their hopes
would be nullified. They did so, There was
no politics in the agreement. Republicans,
Democrats, Populists, Prohibitionists' were
combined in the movement. It was the future
of a whole community dependent upon the
promise of Wilbur, and Wilbur appears to
have lived up to the contract nominated in the
bond.

At the November general election of 1896,
the contest was settled in favor of Davenport.
The official vote was, Davenport, 1582; Har
rington, 240; against removal, 537. Follow
ing is the result of the vote by precincts ;.

construct said buildings) becomes due and

able to the order of the board of countypa\'
co;nmissioners of said Lincoln county, \Vash-

inO'ton.
'" "By Big Bend National BanK, per C. C.

~lay. cashier."
This certificate was deposited with the

count\' treasurer on the 16th day of October,,
and du!v acknowledged by J. J. Brown, county

•

treasurer. The bond in the sum of $18,800
was placed in the hands of the county commis
sioners. The following letter explains their

action in the matter.
"~Ir. C. C. May, Davenport, Washington,

Dear Sir ;-The bond furnished by the citizens
of Davenport for the erection of county build
ings and expense of moving the records and
fixtures from this place to Davenport in the
el'ent that the voters of Lincoln county, on the
3d day of November, declare in favor of lo
cating the county seat at Davenport, is on file
in the auditor's office. vVe have examined the
allO\'e mentioned bond and believe it to be
g-ood and sufficient for the purpose given, but
do not think it our duty to take any action
Il'hatever in regard to the matter, as the bond
placed on file with the county auditor is just
as binding as if approved by the board. Re
spectfullv,

•

"L. V. Allen.
"T. G. Stevenson.
..A. E. Stookey.

Commissioners."

For the second time vVilbur held th~ bal
ance of power; she had the deciding votes in the
Impending contest. And again \Vilbur thrust
the issue of county division into the campaign.
She demanded that the representative business
men of Davenport should pledge themselves
to assist when in some future time she should
attempt to divide Lincoln county, Of course
such an obligation could only be binding upon
th .e SIgners. Hard as the terms were Davenc

POrt's leading residents were compelled to

Precincts. Davenport. Harrington. Against
Reardan 153 0
Mondovi 100 I

Fairview 81 2

Lassin , .', . . .. 29 8
Larene .....•.... ,.... 97 0

Inkster .. ,............. 90 0

Miles ... ,............ 29 0

Davenport , 242 0

Union 58 2

Harrington ,.,.... 59 73
Liberty ,'. .. . .. .. 5 46
Sedalia , . 4 26
Crab Creek 4 3
Grand Bluff ,. 4 14
Enos ...........•..... 16 3
Yarwood.. . .. 4 26
Condon 62 I .

Meridian 40 2

Grand Coulee .. 54 I

Wilbur 113 2

Colu~bia . . . . . . . . . . . .. 44 I

Butte 59 0

Brents 8g 0

Welch Creek 73 0

Wilson Creek 40 I

North Sprague ........'l 7
South Sprague 7 16
Earl 2.' ~• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • '.' oJ'

240

Rem.
·8

3
13

41

I

o
I

o
I

1

II

2

13
16

2

o
1

4
5

16
6
2

2

·1

6
'55
225

.1

537
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a torchlight procession was formed, which
marched up and down Morgan street several
times, headed by a traveling brass band which
added to the enthusiasm. by furnishing the
liveliest kind of musil;. Cheer after cheer
went forth from the procession, and was re
echoed by those who thronged the sidewalks.
Finally a halt was called in front of the Co
lumbia hotel, a table was provided, and onp'
citizen after another was carried by stalwart
hands, placed on the table, and requested to
deliver a speech, until a dozen or more short
speeches were made by as many representative
citizens. Then the procession, including the
ladies, who also took part, in a body entered
the theatre and listened to the evening's enter
tainment. Bonfires and the firing of anvils
were the other features of the celebration."

Preliminary steps were taken to contest
the legality of this memorable event. The
ground upon which the action was based was
that the $10,000 contributed by Davenport
citizens was a bribe to the voters by which
they were induced to vote the county record
away from Sprague. Concerning this matter
the Times said, editorially:

"There is no foundation for such a con
test upon which any hope for success is based,
for there is no case on record where a suit has
ever been sustained based upon such grounds,
and there is not the slightest probability that
this suit will be successful. The purpose is.
evidently, an attempt to delay the removal of
the records, but it will not succeed."

But this threatening war cloud passed
harmlessly away. Monday, November 20th
the county commissioners convened at
Sprague and quietly issued an order for the
removal of the county records to Davenport
December 14th. No contest suit was actually _
filed, consequently none could we withdrawn.
Thus ended the county seat contest of twelve
years standing, and \\'hich had intermittently
cropped up, surrounded by all the multifarious
bickerings and bitterness incidental to such

procedures. Davenport was officially declared
to be the county seat after 12 o'clock, mid.
night, December 14th. On the 16th instant the
county records arrived in Davenport. The
records, furniture, etc., were brought in by rail
in charge of a committee of Davenport citi.
zens. The condition of the roads made it im
possible to bring them overland. Three cars
were required to transport these official effects
and they were three days in transit. The
county officials, on their arrival in Davenport,
secured offices in various buildings until the
court house could be constructed. In January

, ,
1897, the citizens of Davenport paid into the
county treasury $6,000 in cash, and gal'e a
deed to a block of land upon which to erect
a court house. The commissioners decided
that $6,000 would more than pay for the
erection of a county building equal to the one
formerly used at Sprague. but decided to add
to it and erect one sufficient for present needs.
The action of the commissioners in this mat·
ter reads as follows, and was signed by all the
commissioners, Friday, January 15th:

Ordered that the $6,000 received from the citizen;
of Davenport for the erection of a court house and
jail be placed in the county treasury and credited to a
fund to he known as the "court house fund." upon which
only warrants for the erection of such buildings ,hall
be drawn. The above matter coming on for hearing,
and the citizens of Davenport having agreed to plact
$6,000 gold coin of the United States. in the hands 01
the county commissioners, and a deed to block 9-4.
Columbia Addition to the Town of Davenport. pro
yided that the commissioners release the signers of the
bond and certificate of deposit ginn, from all liahilily
in the premises, except ~s hereinafter stated. and the
board being fully advised in the matter and having made
careful estimate of the cost of replacing and 'duplicating
all buildings of the same size, material and tilli:,h as
those formerly used as a court honse and jail at Sprague,
and the board being fully satisfied that said ,mn wlll
erect and build better and more substantial hnildings
than those formerly occupied: It is' therefore nrdered
that the said amount and the deed to block 94. Columh12
Addition to the Town of Davenport, the receipt of which
is hereby acknowledged, be, and the same is herehY,
accepted in full payment from the citizens of Dal'e.-

. the
port as per their bond and agreement on file Ill.

office of the county auditor and certified check der,oslted
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.. 1 ounty treasurer; and it is further ordered thatwltn t lC C
" 'r' of said bond be, and they are hereby, re-the ::,>Igm: ::'> _ •

d from all liability on account of the agreement
lease 'h 'd b d d h k

I "'deration for whlc salon an c ec weream can .. , .
, except that the citizens of Davenport furmsh

g,ven, ' iii ' I 'I h
r)' quarters for the county 0 Cia s untl t e newtcmpora .

I Ol,se
"
s built but m no ca,. later than the firstconrt I )

day of ."ugust, 1897,

Subsequently the commissioners decided to
erect a court house at a cost of $10,000. March
1St a coutract was let to Fred Baske to builc1
a county building at a cost of $12,119.9°.
This handsome structure was completed in due
time as per contract. At Sprague, Monday,
Tulv II th, the old court house, jail and lots
~n ~rhich they were located were sold at public
auction. These buildings cost Lincoln county
orer $10,000. The buildings were sold for

$300.
"The year of the bumper wheat crop,"

1897. marked the return of prosperous times.
•

Farmers and business men of Lincoln county
were cheerful. Mr. David Wilson, who for
many years past had been interested in the
10ll'n of Davenport and who always took a
prominent part in Lincoln county affairs, at
the close of the year 1897, wrote as follows
concerning the financial condition of the farm-

•

ers and the size of the year's crops:
"Careful estimates of this year's wheat

crop in Lincoln county place it at 6,500.000
bushels, which at prevailing prices, equals $4,
500.000. Taken together with other cereals.
live stock, fruit, minerals, etc., the cash value
to the t ,500 farmers of Lincoln county wilJ
be $6,000,000, or $4,000 apiece a result un
heard of heretofore in any county in the

United States. * * * * * The area
of Lincoln county is about 1,500,000 acres, di
vided as follows: Grazing land (including
about 250,000 acres of timber,) 7°0,000
acres: agricultural lands, about 800,000 acres.
Of the latter 350,000 are under cultivation,
there hWing been seeded to wheat alone this
year (JR97) approximately 250,000 acres,
Which \'ielded an average of 29 bushels to the

acre, some of which sold as high as 78 cents

per bushel. * * * * * The crop of
1897, in many instances, yielded a return that
would pay all expenses for raising, marketing
the same, pay the full market price for the
land, and leaves a handsome profit besides."

The result of this big crop was that nearly
all the mortgages in the county were paid off,
and there were many purchases of railroad and
other land. Almost every tillable quarter sec
tion in the county was purchased or leased for
farming purposes the next year. Mr. Frank
M. Dallam, the present editor of the Palmer
M ountGin Prospector, of Loomis, Okanogan
county, wrote as follows:

"The Lord was good to the people of

Lincoln county in 1897, * * * * *
Hard times had rattled at every door. Crops
were light, and even had they been enormous,
the market was dead and the prices did not pay
the harvesting. A cloud 'was over the com
munity; business was at a standstill; the
deadly mortgage was eating away the farm,
and lines of care and trouble were penciled
upon every face. At a time when the strain
was the greatest, and many had laid down
their burdens when faint and weary with de
ferred hope, by surrendering their homes,
fortune lit up the gloom by a radiant smile
that brought joy and comfort and luxuries
to hundreds of households. The broad acres
laughed with the burden of golden grain and
an advance in prices lifted many into compar
ative wealth and set many more upon their
feet and gave encouragement and unusual
vigor to the husbandman. The touch of
fortune that made the farmer prosperous sent
new blood through the arteries of trade. The
step of man became more elastic, cheerfulness
took the place of former shadows, a feeling of
renewed life and hope animated everyone, and
business felt the thrill or returning activity."

This encouraging access of prosperity
found its reflex in the dailv movements of the-
people. In December, 1897. nearly every
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eastbound train out of Lincoln count)' carried
from one to half a dozen citizens on their way
to former homes in the east to pass the winter
with relatives and friends. The majority of
these east-bound pilgrims were farmers who
had been rewarded by bounteous crops, had
paid off their indebtedness-mortgages and
other obligations-and still had left a generous
surplus. This was, by no means, the first year
favorable to the farmers throughout the
county, although the three previous seasons
had resulted in a combination of light crops
and low prices. On many of them this had
exercised a depressing effect. And while there
were many outgoing residents, on temporary
vacations bent, reports of the generous crops
of the Big Bend and the prosperity of Central
Washington reached the far east and the "mid
dle west." The result was that hundreds of
new settlers flocked into Lincoln county in the
spring of 18«)8. They came fmm all parts of
the union; they settled in all. parts of the
county.

April 17, 1898, Companies Band E, of
the Sixteenth U. S. Infantry, who had been
stationed at Fort Spokane for two years, left
for the seat of war.' Their point of embark
ation was New Orleans.. These troops were
under command of Major William H. Mc
Laughlin, and other' officers of the command
were Captains \V. C. McFarland, G. H. Pal
mer, and C. R. Tyler and Lieutenant E. C.
Carey. On their arrival in Davenport the
soldiers were given a cordial reception by the
citizens of the town. They departed over the
Central Washington, and were heartily
cheered at all the stations along the line. The
fort has never since been garrisoned.

During the summer of 1898 there was de
cided in the superior court of Lincoln county a
callsus celebre, kno\\'n as the De Rackin case.
This was a suit brought by Samuel E. De
Rackin against the county for payment for
publishing the delinquent tax list of Lincoln
county. The case attracted attention through-

out the state and interested Lincoln county cit
izens for several years. Mr. De Rackin was
for some time the publisher of the Sprague
Mail, and was awarded the delinquent tax list
for publication by the county treasurer. The
publisher canied out his part of the work sat
isfactorily and presented a bill to the COuntr
for $4,500. The commissioners refused to ai.
low the bill and in lieu thereof, offered !\ir. De
Rackin $140. Under protest this amount was
accepted by the publisher, and he immediatelr
brought suit against the county for the bai
ance claimed. The lower court decided
against him, but he carried it to the superior
court and secured a reversal. At the second
trial, held before Judge William E. Richard
son. he secured a verdict for $840.60, less the
$140 already paid. The last act in the case
took place Monday. August 29th, when a com·
promise was reached, the commissioners par·
ing $700 rather than appeal the case. De
Rackin won, but others secured the monel'.
\Vhat \vas left after settlement of the at
torney's fees was garnisheed by the Fidelitr
Xational Bank.

The \\-heat crop of 1898 was equal to that
oi tIle previous year. Prices ranged around
fiity cents a bushel. Owing to the scarcity oj
freight cars there was some delay in moving

I this mammoth crop.
The close of the year 1898 marked the re

moval from Lincoln COWlty of an old land
mark-nothing less than a railroad. The Se
attle, Lake Shore & Eastern Railway, Ivhich
had created so much enthusiasm among the
citizens of the county at the time of its COil

struction, but which was operated only a short
time was of no use to the companv which. -
owned it and the rails were taken up ancl util-
ized in the extension of branches in Idahu.,
The destroying hand of time has since erased
the embankments, and a few cuts thf<lugh tIle
barren "scab land" are all that is left to indicate
that a railroad ever passed that way_

In the legislature of 1899 an eff.,rt wa'
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de to create a new county from the westernrna .
part of Lincoln~.and ~e eastern part of Doug-
la, counties, with Wtlbur as the county seat

f the new division. This project failed, ando .
it is still claimed that the failure. is owing to.
the abrogation by Davenport of its agreement
".jth Wilbur pending the last contest for the
county seat. There is, of course, a radical dif
fereuce of opinion existing today upon this
qnestion, and the situation may be briefly ex
plained as follows: The citizens of Davenport
contend that the crux of the agreement be
tween Dal'enport and 'Vilbur at the time of
the county seat contest in 1896, was, simply,
that DaI'enport should remain neutral when
eyer Wilhur should bring forward the county
diyision project. On the other hand the Wil
bnr people insist that the agreement bound
Dayenport to do all in her power to assist in
the al!l'anCel11ent of the division. And thus
the respectil'e positions remain today. The di
yision project was abandoned on discovering
that Douglas county did not have the required
I~)pulation to leave 4.000 people in the county.

Tuesday, February I, 1899, Lincoln
connty lI"as \'isited by the most sudden blizzard
in its history. For several days before the
storm broke in all its wintry fury the weather
had been so spring-like that the people had be
gun to think that winter had actuallv retired,

irom the lap of Spring. Monday night a
conple of inches of snow fell, but Tuesday
morniug \\"as pleasant; the wind having hauled
[0 the southeast. Gradually, during the fore
nOOn. the light prevailing wind shifted to the
northea,t. Suddenly, about noon, snow be
gan falling. accompanied by a terrific gale.
For six hours the wind howled and the falling,
driiting snow was so dense that one could nor
see across the street: the cold was intense.
Bnsiness in all the towns of the county was
practically suspended. By six o'clock the
)nOIl ceased falling, but the heavy gale con
tinued, and '-'ITednesday morning, although
clear, lias cold. Beginning with this blizzard

8

of the 1st inst., the county fell heir to a con
tinuous spell of Arctic weather that surpassed
the memory of the pioneers of the county.
For several days the mercury did not rise
above zero, and from 10 to 22 degrees below
were common records. This atmospheric con
dition continued until the 10th inst., an oc
currence so unusual in this climate that it ex
cited the wonderment of other states than this.
This season will be remembered as the "cold
winter," and as such 'is worthy of more than a
passing remark. . .

In April, 1899, Fort Spokone was officially
abandoned by the United States government.
Since the departure of Companies Band E, to
the Spanish War, the fort had been left in
charge of Sergeant B. Coughlin. With him
were Post Quartermaster Sergeant B. Bech
told, Commissary Sergeant A. Smart, Hospital
Steward J. Sweeney and two privates. In the
spring of 1899 Sergeants Couglin, Bechtold
and Smart reported for duty at the new post
recently established at Spokane, Sergeant
Sweeney to Boise City, Idaho, and the two

• •

privates to their regiments, at San Francisco.
The movable property at the fort was taken to
Fort Wright. at Spokane. Fort Spokane had
been a source of considerable income to the
people of northern Lincoln county, as much of
the produce consumed by the occupants of the
fort was drawn from the adjacent neighbor
hood,. and it was with regret that the people
witnessed its abandonment.

The epidemic of smallpox, in its mildest
form, which passed over the country in the
spring of 1899 touched Lincoln county. Sev
eral sporadic cases were reported in June from
the southern and western portions of the
county. Stringent measures were at once
taken bv the authorities. Fear of the disease

•

more than any grave results from it, created
consternation in certain quarters. Every
school and Sunday school was ordered closed
until further notice by the sheriff. The county
was scoured by officials enforcing quarantine
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regulations. Vaccine points were in demand,
and the "sore arm" became the rule; its absence
the exception. There were many wila rumor~

afloat; people shunned the more thickly pop
ulated towns; business suffered in consequence..
Places where a case of smallpox had' never
been known suffered equally with those in
which the disease had appeared. Nonnal con
ditions however, \vere soon restored, and the
panic became as a tale that is told.

But in the fall of the same year the people
\vere thrown into a condition of far greater ex
citement on account of the mysterious disap
pearance of Ruth Inman from the \Vatson
home, Parrott postoffice. Locally the event
created as great a sensation as the kidnaping
of young Edward Cudahy, in Omaha,

Mr. and :Mrs. c. A. Inman resided at
Creston. Sunday afternoon, October 22d, ac
companied by their children, they drove to the
home of Mr. 'Watson, a few miles south of
Creston. While there little Ruth played in
the yard with several other children, all older
than herself. \tVhen last seen by the older
members of the party, who were in the house,
Ruth was sitting in a buggy; the last seen of
her by the other children she was going toward
the house, and to them it seemed she entered
the Watson residence. So far as known this
'was the last seen of the little girl alive. \Vhen
Ruth was missed search \\'as at once made, and
no traces being discovered, great alarm was
experienced and the neighborhood was sum
moned. Throughout the night the search was
continued unweariedlv. From far and near

o

people flocked to the scene. Time and again
each foot of ground was gone over with the
earnestness of agonized anxiety. There was
no sib'll of the lost infant.

l'\ovel11ber 8th, under the direction of
Sheriff Gardner. a svstematic search was com-

o .

menced. Detective Joe \Varren, of Spokane,
was called upon and responded with his pro
fessional sen'iccs. Xotices were printed and
distributed, im'iting all who could possibly

abandon their business to j~in in the search.
One hundred men assembled at the Watson.
farm house. Part of this force was mounted
and again the surrounding country was beaten
by footmen and horsemen. Nothing was left
unexamined; wells, outhouses, ponds, badger
holes, indeed, every hiding place wherein so
small a body as little Ruth's might be hidden,
was carefully searched and minutely examined.
It was not a careless, perfunctory skimming of
the surface of the ground. Each member of
the party experienced a deep and intense in
terest in the proceedings. They were actuated
by heartfelt sympathy for the stricken pa:ents;
anxious to clear up the weird mystery ot her
taking off. It was in vain. Each succeeding
day's attempt proved as fruitless as that of
the first. Had she been translated Ruth Inman
could not have more completely dropped from
mortal ken. The people of the surrounding
country were not only mystified; they were
awed and astounded. It appeared certain that
had the child been killed and devoured by some
wild beast, at least a shred of her clothing
would have been found. Then belief became
strong that human agency was at the botton'
of the mystery. The most gruesome stories
were in circulation. Kidnaping was the far
orite theory. Another gypsies; another In
dians. Along these lines a number of clues
were run down to end in a dead wall. A large
reward was offered for news of the little
wanderer.

A sensational incident of the search was
the part taken by Mrs. Layson, of Medical
Lake. She claimed to be a spiritual medium,
or clairvoyant, possessing the gift of second
sight. To Sheriff Gardner she made the
startling announcement that coyotes had eaten
the child, and that all that was left was a little
shoe with a foot in it. She declared, further
more, that she could go to the spot and find the
shoe. This she would do if her expenses \,ere
paid. Tuesday, November 14th, Mrs. Layson
visited the scene of the disappearance and after
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spending a day going over the country ?b
sen'ed that it was a remarkably good locatlon
for kidnapers to ply their trade.

Sunday, November 19th, the rtly~tery of
•the past month was cleared. The result re
realed the saddest case of infantile sUffering
and death that had ever occurred in the
connty. On that date Hugh Johnson and F.
~J. Lynch were hunting cattle at a point some
he or six miles south of the \Vatson home.
They noticed what they at first supposed was
acast off" jumper." But after riding on a short
distance the thought of the lost child came to

. them and they decided to return and examine
the "rags" that had attracted their attention.
tpon close inspection they discovered that this
clothing was a child's dress. Without pausing
for further examination they rode in hot haste
to Wilbur from which place the parents of
little Ruth and the sheriff were notified.

Early the following morning Sheriff
Gardner, Deputy Sheriff Charles Gardner, De
tectiye Joe \Varren and Mr. Inman repaired
to the scene. What they found was horrible in
the extreme; shocking to men who had seen
death in all its forms. Only a small quantity
01 the remains could be found after a long and
thorough search, and the few fragments were
scattered over a large space. The skull, per
lectly denuded of flesh, a few pieces of bone
and some entrails were secured. The two
outer garments worn by the child were almost
perfectly intact. The underclothing was torn
II1to small shreds. The shoes and stockings
conld not be found. The locality where the
remains were discovered was the summit of a
hi"h a d k'd -~ n roc y n ge about five and one-half
mIles southeast of the Watson farm. It was
a mile beyond the zone encompassed by the
searchino- rt' Th" pa les. e country between the
honse from which the child had disappeared
and the pia I h .ce w lere t e remams of the body
Were fou I'

IlC IS very rough and broken. There
are small I k d" a es, eep and rocky draws and
steep hills I .

'. t IS almost beyond comprehension

how a child so young was able to walk so far,
for the trip is a severe tax on a strong man.
The back of the dress was mildewed as though
it had lain in one position several weeks. The
general opinion was that the child wandered
and tottered along until she fell from sheer ex
haustion and died from exposure, for the night
she disappeared was very cold. It was the
opinion of the doctors that the child had met
death in this way, and had not been touched by
animals until after death.

In the spring of 1899 a dozen or more cit
izens of Davenport interested in the projeCt of
forming a fair association met at the store of,
William Finney and perfected an organization.
Other meetings were held and soliciting
committees appointed to receive subscriptions
for stock. Several hundred shares were sub
scribed and a corporation was formed known
as the Lincoln County Fair Association. Land
was secur,ed for grounds, a race track was
made, a well dug and the necessary buildings
erected. The association was incorporated, the
capital stock being $ro,ooo, by A. W. Turner,
1. Breslauer, William Finney. Frank M. Dal-. '

lam and John H. Bond. The initial exposi-
tion of the Lincoln County Fair Association
was held at the grounds \Vednesday, Thurs
day and Friday, October 19, 20 and 21. The
scope and value of these fairs increase from
year to year and interest is awakened by the
common desire of neighbors and neighbor
hoods to excel in the special lines in which they
may be interested. Since organization the fair
has been held every season.

The population of Lincoln county, as given
by the United States census of 19°°, was Il,

969. The same year the wheat yield of the
county was 6,750,000 bushels, or 75°,000
more than ony other county in the state of
Washington; almost half as much as the whole
state of Oregon. The cereal crop of 1901 was
one· of the largest ever produced in the
county. Reports from the four points of the
compass indicated,that the yield ran from 20 to
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35 bushels per acre. The acreage as well a~

yield exceeded that of 1900·
During the fall of 1901 came a large num

ber of eastern settlers to the southern purtion
of Lincoln county. The light lands, which
before had been considered of small value, pro
duced surprising crops during the preceding
year or two. This fact caused a rush to this
portion of the Big Bend, Lincoln and Douglas
counties, and the vast tract of land which had
been given over to grazing was rapidly taken
up in homesteads.

Sunday, April 27, 19°2, Billy Gibbons,
one of the noted characters of Lincoln, was
fatally shot by Deputy Sheriff Nickell, of
Okanogan county. One week previous to the
killing a band of eight horses had been run out

•
of the country by Billy Gibbons, George Wild
and a third party unknown. Three of the
horses were disposed of near Almira, at which,
place tpe trio were camped when discovered
by the pursuing officials.. Constable Phillips,
of Almira, in company with a party of ball
players, recognized Gibbons as they passed the
camp on their way out of town, Sunday morn
ing. Phillips returned to Almira and notified

, Nickell who had reached Almira considerably
ahead of the fugitives. Gibbons and Wild sep
arated and each one came into town from dif
ferent directions. \Vild was observed entering
a livery stable and here he was rounded up,
arrested at the point of a gun, and handcuffed.
Presently Gibbons was seen to enter a saloon.
Nickell followed him in; two or three as
sistant stood watch at the doors. The deputy
encountered Gibbons and ordered h'lIll to throw
up his hands, at the same time covering him
with a revolver. Instead of complying with
this order, Gibbons seized a man with whom
he had been talking, and held him between
himself and the officer, at the same time at
tempting to back out of the door and reaching
for his own gun. Gaining it he shot at Nick
ell, and missed, but the aim of the latter was.
better; he sent a bullet through Gibbons'

breast, which lodged in the muscles of the
back. This shot, doubtless, saved severalliv .. es,
for the subsequent fusillade by Gibbons was
not effective; he appeared dazed and never
seemed to raise his gun high enough. How-"

ever, he succeeded in getting away temporar_ .
ily, and partially out of the officer's range,"
mounted his horse, rode to camp, exchanged"
horses and galloped off. He was purused and ""
found eleven miles out lying on the ground ex
hausted, having thrown his gun over the
fence. Gibbons was taken back and medical"
aid summoned, but the first shot had been fatal"
and at midnight, Monday, April 28th, he died.

The Gibbons family, George, Hugh, Har
vey and Bill, were well known throughout the
county. Bill first ran afoul of the officers in
1893, and in 1894 was convicted of wheat
stealing and was sent to the \Valla \\'alla
penitentiary for a term of years. He escaped
from jail at one time, but was subsequentlr
recaptured. In August, 1898, he and one Paul
had an encounter with Deputy Sheriff :'lc·
Namara, near Harrington, Paul escaping aiter
an exchange of shots. Gibbons was taken but
afterwards released. At the time of his death
he was twenty-eight year old. The spirit of ad·
venture was strong within him, and "rustling""
horses and cattle was a business he followed.
perhaps as much for the danger and excite·
ment connected with such a life as fro111 aliI'
pecuniary ach'antage derived from it. Be
was continually under the surveillance of the
officers and his death wound receiYecl in a"

pistol battle with one of them was a logical
culmination of the wild career he had led.

In :May, 1902, a census of Lincoln countr

was taken by the assessor, and there was found
to he 15.474 inhabitants, an increase of 3·5°4
•
111 two years. .

July 12, 19°2," the Lincoln County PIO'

, A " . ed at Crabneer s ssoctatlOn was orgamz . .
creek, at the conclusion of an informal plcmC

of pioneers. The following officers ",err
elected: Jacob Smith, Sprague, president: J. J
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Bro1rn, Edwall, vice president; W. L. Crowell,
Harrington, secretary; George E. Snell,
Sprague, treasurer. ~t was thr~wn open to
membership for all reSidents of Lmcoln county
I\ho had become such prior to 1890.

~[onday, August 4, 1902 , will be remem
hered by the people of Lincoln county as a day
of important and unusual events. Sometime
vrerious elaborate arrangements had been
made for a conference between the farmers of
the Big Bend country and the presidents of
three <Treat railll'ay lines, 'vVe have said that

~

·this was an unusual event, but the implication
extends no further than this section of the
conntrY, For several years privious it had

~

been the practice of President J. J. Hill, o'f the
Great ?\orthern Railway Company, to hold

·"he]rt·to-heart talks" with the farmers and
stockmen of the states of the middle west;
these meetings assembling at various time~

· "11<1 at \'arious places. But to the residents of
tbe Big Bend this conference was ,\11 innova
tiOli, It was unique, attractive, and the in.
terest excited was widespread.

Dayenport had been selected as ·the plac6
· at which to hold the conference between ship
pears and the leading officials engaged in the
busl11ess of transportation. Invitations had

, been extended to Presidents J. J. H ill, of the
Great Korthern, C. S. Mellen, at that period
preSident of the Northern Pacific, and A. L.
Mohler, of the Oregon Railway & Navigation
Company. On the day named the follow in'"
dn . I '"

, II1gUlS led gentleman connected with the
transportation industry arrived in Davenport.

I Great Northern-President James J. Hill;
Jo 10 F. Stevens, general manager; Louis Hill.
aSSistant to ] ] H'll F .. '. I; . S. Forest, supenn-
tendent S ka F, po ne ails & Northern Railway.

T
Northern Pacific-President C. S. Mellen'

. tiles Hann f d .,
S

' . a or , general traffic manager; W.
, Gilbert s .
, ,upenntendent; Thomas Cooper

assistant to tile 'd 'o . presl ent. .
B )1:11R. & N.-President A. L. Mohler, R.
·l\lerge If', nera relght agent; B. Campbell,

assistant traffic director of the Harriman lines;
J. P. O'Brien, superintendent; W. W. Cotton,
general attorney.

At the Central Washington, station these
gentlemen were met by a reception committee,
after which followed a general introduction.
The freedom of the city was tendered the
guests by Mayor G. K. Birge, which President
Hill affably acknowledged. The visiting of
ficials who had arrived in their private car
were driven to the Auditorium in carriages at
10 :30 o'clock, a. m. J. Grier Long, N. \V.
Durham and R. H. Hutchinson represented
the Spokane chamber of commence. Among
other prominent visitors were Don Ryrie of
Spokane, E. J. Lake of Elk. George W. Seal
of Addy, Julius Siemens of RitZ\'ille, Rev. W.
R. Cunningham of Ritzville, Stanley Hallett
of Medical Lake, D. W. Metcalf of Wilbur,
Howard Spining of \Vilbur, C. G. Garrettson
of Harrington, H. C. Farrell, F. H. McKa~

and H. Morarity of Spokane and a representa
tive of the Spokane Chronicle. A delegation
from Reardan included the following: John
Raymer, Peter Fram, Claus Carstens, C.
Shannon, John Wickham, and W. B. Warren.

Farmers and stockmen fr0111 every part of
the Big Bend were present in large numbers.
Shortly after ten o'clock in the forenoon of
this gala day the crowd, constantly increasing
in size, began to gather at the Auditorium
wherein the conference was to be held, and
where the oratorical portion of the exercises
subsequently took place. Mr. James Odgers,
editor: of the Davenport Tribune, presided and
introduced the speakers, of whom President
Hill was the first. He showed conclusively
that, while he was an acknowledged genius in
railway building and railway management, he
was more than this, a man fully conversant
with the various branches of diversified farm
ing. President Hill was followed by Presi
dent Mellen. The latter sprung something in
the nature of a surprise. He announced the
contemplated construction of what is known as
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the "Adrian Cut-off," a line of road since built
between Coulee Citv, the terminus of the-
Central \\'ashington Railway, and the town
of Adrian, on the Great Northern Railway,
about h\'enty miles in length. President Mel
len said that the road would cost $350,000,
and that it was a gift, as the country through
which it would pass was barren and unprofit
able, all of which is doubtless true. But he
said that this matrimonial alliance between the
Northern Pacific and Great Northern systems
would place Davenport and other towns along
the Central Washington Railway on a through
line to the coast, thus saving the haul to
Spokane and doubling back on the main lines,
west. This announcement was greeted with
cheers and other exhibitions of marked en
thusiasm. President Mohler made a few re
marks mainly in a humorous vein.

Following the speaking at the Auditorium
the entire assemblage repaired to the Armory-
Hall. Here a banquet had been prepared to
which, in the language of the average convent
ional newspaper, "all did ample justice."
President Hill mingled with the crowd and
touched elbows with everybody in a most
friendly spirit. In the afternoon the differ
ent delegations met with the railroad presi
dents in the lodge room over the Auditorium.
Here all the grievances were presented, dis
cussed, and measures of relief promised. Mr.
T. M. Cooper presided at this meeting. Charles
Bethel, John F. Green, J. W. Fry, T. C. Lakin,
W. P. Nichols, W. H. Childs and Mr. French
presented the side of the farmers and business
men in as favorable and forcible a style as pos
sible. They placed the cost of raising a bushel
of wheat at from 35 to 42 cents. Mr. Hill oc
cupied the floor about half the time replying to
questions and explaining why certain rates
were maintained. The discussion was con
ducted along the most amicable lines. There
was an absence of any bitter criticism of the
railroads, some of the farmers going so far as
to say that they had no particular criticism to

make. President Hill, however, made no
definite promises, further than to say that af
ter confering with the farmers in other sec
tions, the presidents would consider the ques
tion as to how great a reduction in freight
rates they could make. .At 4 o'clock, p. m..
the conference adjourned, and the presidents
and other visitors immediately went to the
depot and returned to Spokane the same

•eve111ng.

Shortly after this visit a reduction of ten
per cent was made on grain rates from eastern
\iIIashington to Puget Sound, and also to east.
ern markets.

It. was in Lincoln county that the gmt
man-hunt after the desperado, Harry Tracy.
came to a tragical close. This is not the place
to rehearse the history of his original crime,
or to feed the morbid appetite of youth \"ith the
story of this outlaw's miserable and worthless
life. It is sufficient to say that he, in company
with one Merrill, escaped from the penitenti:Jn
in Oregon, overpo\\'ered and killed the guard

I and fled north and eastward. Having after
ward murdered· Merrill in cold blood Tracy
continued on his way east, crossed the Cas
cades and entered the Big Bend country Yia
Moses Coulee. Until he reached the Eddy

I farm, near Creston, Lincoln county, he suc-

'
I cessfully evaded pursuit, although closely
I harried by Sheriff Cudihee, who was hot on

his trail. Shortly after Tracy's escape, and
while he was committing his first desperate
deeds of blood, the Lincoln Co::nty Times COil

tained the following editorial. Subsequent
events proved the Times to .have been right,
vet at the time it was written the editor of
~he journal had not the faintest idea that the
concluding act of the tragedy was to be played

on Lincoln county soil. He said: .
! "The Oregon convicts who have esca~ed
I 'd t1 un-t over the Washington line are, eVI en y, .
I pressed with the t~i-ror their names inspire.

.1' Upon entering some farm house they, an-
nounce their names and then proceed to Issue



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEl\D COL:KTRY.
----------------,'---------------

I ,. '\' thml<Th obedience would immediately
orCel:'l£· b .

. II "1"\ consecjuence. They are hable to go10 0\\ ' ~ <

, <T'till,t the real thing' somewhere in theirup abC ~

"tra\'els, ItO\le\'er.
The following concise account of the final

scelles in the life of this miserable criminal and
deo'enerate, Tracy, is taken from the columns
of~the Dac'clI/,arl Tribune, and is uncolored

I)Y prejndice:
, "T\IO months, lacking three days, from the

time Harry Tracy killed the guards and es
caped from the Oregon penitentiary, his re
mains Ilere brought to Davenport, he having
;ent a reml\'er bullet through his brain, shoot
ing himseli in the right eye, From the day he
left the timber and took his chances in an open
countr\', it was only a matter of time when he

, '

,\"Ould be captured or killed.
"To George Goldfinch more than any other

person belongs the credit of hastening the end,
George Goldfinch is a young man about 19
leal'S of age, He met Tracy near Lou Eddy's
place on Lake creek, fifteen miles southwest of
Dal'enport, Sunday afternoon, August 3,
1902 , He came upon a man in camp on the
high dil'ide, Ilho im'ited him to take tea with
him, The boy refused, having recently par
taken of dinner. Tracy passed himself off as a

, .
mmer and insisted upon the boy eating, stand-
ing with a revolver and rifle in his hand, The
conlersa tion started about the crops in gen
eral, then to the Jeffries-Fitzsimmons fight,
and finally drifted to Tracy. He asked where
Tracy lIas, and Goldfinch replied that it was re
ported he lIas near \Yilbur. Then the man re
plied. "1 am Tracy'-' He then demanded of
the boy to gnide him to Lou Eddy's place and
coiled up a rope that had been dragging, say
mo- It Ins ' I I '
• b ",t Jac sIgn, and accompanied him
lour miles tn Eddy's place and went to the
house,

"D .
Urillg the trip he said if the road was

Obstructed I " I .
'; d c ump of bushes or hIgh rock

to hale C, 'Idtincll I b I' I h' . 'crap e nl1C 1m as he dId
not 1-'- '

ce'll e tbat he should be the one killed

should there be a posse ahead of him, \Vhen
they arrived at the house he informed Lou and
Gene Eddy who he was, and as Lou had his
team. hitched up, going to Ben Hurley's, he
made Lou put his team hack in the ham, and
all three go into the field and cut ha" for-
Tracy's horses, At the house 11e got Lou to
fix a holster for his remh'er, sharpen his razor,
knife, and mend his cartridge helt, as the loops
were too large for the cartridges, After
I\'ard Tracy took a bath. shal'ed and ate sup
per. He let Goldfinch dep<1rt, threatening that
if he informed as to his \I'hereabouts he IrotJld
find the tIro Edd;'s stiff in the morning. at the
same time saying he might lea\'e that el'ening
and take Lon \I'ith him. Goldfinch left for
B1enz's ranch Irhere he was employed, and told
B1enz that e\'ening, asking his advice as to
I\' hat course to pt1r!'t1e. but recei ved no satis
factory ans\l'er. Coldfinch, having left a let
ter at Edd\" s, returned Mondav and \\'as sa-- ' ,

luted with a "hello" from Tracy, 11'110 asked
\I'here the sheriffs I\'ere, and I\'as answered
that he didn't kncJ\\', Trac\' at the time was at
\\'ork helping the Eddy hoys to put on a track
to the barn door, He had no rifle and simply
had his re\'oh'er upon his person.

"Goldfinch returned home. \I'ent to Cres
ton and called up Sheriff Gardner, asking the
operator not to make it public. A posse \\'as
immediately formed at Creston, and Tuesday
evening, about six o'clock, Tracy was disco\'
ered in a wheat field on the Eddy place and a
number of shots were exchanged. Marshal
O'Farrell met Goldfinch at Fellows, by agree
ment, and together they \\'ent to Eddy's. where
they took up a position within forty yards of
the house, in a gulch, the only escape in that
direction, The Creston posse had the ad
"antage in position. having Tracy at a disad
vantage. Guard I\'as kept during the entire
night and at the first dawn of morning all
closed in, and the corpse of Tracy was found
in the wheat field under the bluff, with the
right leg broken and a bullet through the
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-
brain-the latter ha\'ing been fired by his own
hand. Tracy had remarked at Eddls that he
didn't mind being killed, if he was killed out
right. and not burned at the stake, as he
dreaded. \Vhen found the revolver was
grasped in his right hand with his finger still
on the trigger \vhich sent the bul1et upon its
deadly mission, only one cartridge having been
fired from the rnolver.

"The remains of Tracy, and his camp
accoutrements were brought to Davenport and
taken to the undertaking parlors of O. \\',
Stone. \Vithin a few minutes every man, wo
man and child seemed to be drawn toward
Harker street. Coroner R. P. Moore impan
eled a jury and examined the remains before
them. It was found that he had been shot
t,,'ice in the right leg. one bullet striking him
in the hip and ranging downward; the other
bullet broke the leg above the ankle, The
missile which did the deadlv \wrk entered the-
right eye, ranging upward, and coming out
near the cro\vn. Coroner Moore called the
following jury \\·ho viewed the remains of the
dead convict, Tracy: P. W, Dillon, A. J.
Grailt, G. K. Birge. \Villiam l\e\\'ton, L. A.
Davies. and E. E. Lucas. George Goldfinch
was the first witness. Doctors \Vhitnev,, '

Moore and Lanter corroborated each other as
to the manner by which Tracy died-from a
self-inflicted wound' from a 45-Col1's remlver.
the ball entering the right eye and coming out
at the back of the head. Dr. Lanter then stated
how young Goldfinch came to Creston and sent

word to Sheriff Gardner. A posse of five \vas
organized by Constable Straub, of Creston,
and they arrived at the house of Lou Eddy
about 4 o'clock that evening. They ap
proached the house from the \\'est side and
saw a man answering in dress and descrip
tion to Tracy, coming out of a blacksmith shop.
Dr. Lanter had thought that they had better
take a shot, but Smith advised caution. They
were advancing with drawn guns when Tracy
discovered them. He then dodged behind a

horse and went toward the barn and when
within tweh'e feet he made a jump and landed
inside. secured his gun, came out of the barn
another way and, shielding himself behind two
hay stacks, struck out for a large rock in the
barley field adjoining where he opened fire,
which \Va~ promptly returned.

"Tracy made a good target, as every time
he rose to shoot he showed his white shirt.
,\fter the exchange of eight shots he shiited
his position and cra\\'led into the barley. The

I posse kept shooting whene\'er they sa \I' any
,movement. K 0 shots \\'ere returned. and in

the course of three-quarters of an hout a mnf,
fled shot was heard in the field and that was
supposed to be the fatal one \\'ith which Tracy

i took his life. Dr. Lanter and Smith fired t\\'o
i, shots, and then lay down to a\\'ait events. This
. was at 4 :30 o'clock in the evening.

I "Tracy was found lying almost on his face.
j his leit hand holding his Winchester rifle, his
I re\'oh'er in his right, pointing to his forehead.

He had. before taking his life, dragged him
self a distance of forty yards, indicating that
his leg had been broken behind the rock. Con
stable Straub talked with Eddy who \vas mo\\,-

i ing hay, before Lanter and Smith came upon
Tracy at the house. At first Eddy denied that

•
he had such a person around, but admitted that
there was a \·isitor. Straub corroborated
Lanter as to the shooting. Sheriff Gardner ex
hibited the Colt's revolver, and said he fired

•

one shot. The balance of the evidence was In

the same strain. and the jury found a verdict

~hat the deceased man was Harry Tracy, and
that he had come to his death from a gunshot
wound inflicted by his own hand."

SUell is the repulsive story as told by a lo
cal journal of good repute. There have been
bickerings and recriminations by the score con

I cerning the exact details of this tragedy in the
I Eddy barieyfield; it would be impossible for

the most careful historian to separate fact from
II' fiction; to assert that he, the writer, could pose

, . liller-as an impartial arbiter of questIOns lIllll
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able, questions still debatable it the time of
the present writing. But as reported by the
local papers of the immediate community in
which these scenes occurred we give the story to
our readers without malice and with charity
for all. During, or soon after the fight, the in
terchange of shots between the Creston posse
and the hunted desperado, Sheriff Gardner ar
rired on the scene. It is his testimony before
the coroner's jury that he fired once into the
field. He then sent to Davenport for rein
forcements to guard the field until morning.
Throughout that night armed men gathered
around the battleground anxious to be "in at
the death," still unconscious that the cold hand
of death had already been laid upon Outlaw
Tracl".•

It Iras on \Vednesday morning that the re-
mains of Tracy were brought to Davenport
and taken to the office of an undertaker.
Throughout the day crowds lingered in t11e
ricinity anxious to obtain a vielv of the dead
bandit. It was a gruesome spectacle, as he lay
on the lioor in his blood-stained clothes, the
top of his head gaping open from the self
inflicted gun-wound. He was awaiting identi
fication by Oregon authorities \vho were ex
pected in on every train. Stories grow with
repetition and travel. This is particularly
true of the many \dld statements regarding al
leged "Tracy relic hunters." In papers out
side the state of Washington it has been pub
lished that the remains were denuded of the
clothes; that the hair was cut away. This was
a gross exaggeration. Relic hunters did pick
up a few buttons and other trinkets, but they
did not cut any clothes off, and the dead man;s
hair "as untouched. 'While the body lay in the
undertaker's parlors the Lincoln County Times
said:

The sensational events of the life of the
outlaw (lur.ing the few days he passed at the
ranch of Lou and Gene Eddv were told to the

• •
II"flter bl' Lou Eddy. The many reports pub
hshed all( t th . 'd

. lU e mCI ents of these few days con-

Rict with each other and, in many accounts, with
the truth. The following account of the tragedy
and the events leading up to it is written from
notes furnished the writer by Mr. Eddy, and
describes the tragedy as witnessed by the man
who had more opportunity to study the char-·
acter of the outlaw than any other. person he
encountered in the course of his famous break
for liberty, and who was an eye witness of all
the el'ents that transpired on his ranch.

The Eddy ranch is located in a rough and
rocky scope of country, del'oted almost entire
ly to stock grazing. Surrounding the house
and barn of the Eddy boys on nearly all sides
rise walls of rock, of similar formation of those
of the Coulee walls, but of lesser proportions.
The entire aspect is wild in the extreme. To
this place on the afternoon of Sunday, August
3, 1902, at ahout 3 :30 p. m., Harry Tracy, the
outla,,', accompanied by George Goldfinch,
came. Tracy had met young Goldfinch at a
point about five miles west, and they had jour
neyed together to the Eddy ranch. He had re
vealed his identity to Goldfinch, and just before
arriving at the ranch he said he guessed he
might as well tell the Eddys who he was.
Tracy was armed with his 30-30 \Vinchester
rifle and his .45 Colt's re\'olver, and had with
him two saddle horses.

Tracy and Goldfinch came direct to the
barn, where they found Lou Eddy. To the latter
the outlaw told who he was. He stated that he
understood that he was a stock raiser and de
sired to procure t,,·o saddle horses to r.eplace
the ones he had, having ridden his all the way
from .\Venatchee making their backs sore. Mr.
Eddy examined the horses and finding some
shoes loose he put these in condition. The out
law said he would rest a\vhile and pull out that
evening. George Goldfinch expr.essed his in
tention of leaving, but to this, at first, Tracy
strenuously objected. His intentions were to
remai.n here a few days to recuperate although
he had not yet made this known, and he did not
wish Goldfinch to leave for fear of his giving
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information of the bandit's "'hereabouts. He
told NIL Eddy that he had no money but would
work for his board during his proposed stay
with him. The Eddys were building a barn and
inquired of Tracy if he could do carpenter
work. He s:lid he was not a carpenter but
guessed he could make himself useful. Ac
cordingly the following morning the notor
ious outlaw set to work carrying boards and
nailing them on the roof. He worked all day
Monday and nearly all of Tuesday, and Mr.
Eddy says he was a first-class workman. During
these t"o days Mr. Eddy had an excellent op
portunit;i for studying the character of the man
who had forced his presence upon him. Tracy
spoke freely of his past life and, as Mr. Eddy
expressed it, "he could talk an arm off a man."
He "as a sociable and agreeable talker. He
stated that the newspaper reports of his killings
were exaggerated; that he had not killed nearly
so many people as reported. He, eYidently, had
no use for bankers nor money loaners. He

•

spoke intelligently of the issues of the day. At
night he slept in the open air, as was the custom
of the Eddy boys during the hot weather. His
sleeping place was about six feet from "here
Gene Eddy slept.

Tracy was ever on the alert and continually
kept a lookout for possible posses. 'While at
work on the roof of the barn he would never
allow either of the other workmen to get behind
him. , \\Then it was necessary for one to pass
behind him Tracy would alwavs turn and face

• •

him, saying something commonplace, as though
the turning was done simply to speak and not
because of suspicion. The Eddy boys on sev
eral occasions talked over the advisabilitv of

•
attempting to capture or kill Tracy. They de-
cided to take no chances and to undertake noth
ing of the kind unless success was assured.
Goldfinch, believing that the outlaw had depart
ed Sunday night, as he had stated that such
was his intention, came to the Eddy ranch
again Monday to learn if anything had hap
pened. This was late in the e,'ening. Sus-

picion that the boy would 'inform against hil1I
had been allayed in Tracy's mind, and ag-ain
Goldfinch "as allowed to take his departnre.
He returned to Adam Blenz's ranch, where he
was working. and early the next morning 'rent
to Creston, and notified the Lincoln county au
thorities. It was 5 :25 o'clock Tuesday el'en
ing, that anyone at the Eddy ranch first sal\"
anv of the members of the Creston posse. LOll

IEddy "as mowing hay about one-half a mile
I northwest of the house, when Messrs. Strauh
I and Lillingren drove up and inquired where
I Tracy was. Mr. Eddy unhitched and came to
I the barn. Tracy was- in the yard when Eddy
i came in about 6 o'clock. Suddenly Tracy, who
Ikept a constant lookout, uttered an exclamation

and demanded of Eddy:
"\\Tho are those men with guns ?"
He had espied the other three members of

the posse who, armed with rifles, had appeared
! on a bluff only a short distance from the bam

Tracy sprang behind the horses and ordered
Edd,' to lead them to the barn. When ,,'ithin

•

a few feet of it Tracy made a jump and "as
shielded from his pursuers by the building. He

I ran along the side of the barn and, entering. se-
I

cured his rifle. Then in a stooping position he
made a run for the large rock in the barley field,

i about 200 yards northeast of the bam. He was
I not seen by the posse until just before he reached
I the rock and onlv one shot was fired before he

•
gained it. It was behind this rock that Tracy
brought all his cunning into play_ He would

I run from one corner of the rock to the other,
putting up his cap as a mark, but never in range

I when his head was in it. Both sides opened
i fire. Mr. Eddy says the posse fired eight times.
. Tracy five and Sheriff Gardner once. After

several shots had been exchanged Tracy was
seen to either jump, or fall, from the rock into

I the barley field. It was then that Gardner pnt
in an appearance and fired a shot into the field.
\\Tithin one minute another shot was heard just
before sundown-evidently Tracy killing him
self-and then all was still. The body of Tracy
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,yas found at daybreak the next morning. It
,yas immediately taken to Davenport.

"A. bitter fight is on between the Creston
posse and Sheriff Gardner:-a legacy of the
!;andit, Tracy, who was killed on the Eddy
farm a week ago. The Creston posse stoutly
maintain that no officer was near at hand wh~
the fight with Tracy occurred, that .Marshal
O'Farrell: of Davenport, did not arrive on the
ground until an hour later, and that Sheriff
Gardner and his son, Charles, were two hours
behind the fight. On the contrary the marshal
and sheriff claim that they were in at the
windup. The following morning Sheriff
Gardner took charge of Tracy's remains and
brought them to the undertaker's rooms at
Dayenport. The coroner, Dr. Moore, then
took possession of the dead man, held an in
quest and appointed members of the Creston

. posse to escort the ren1ains to Salem, Oregon,
and secure the reward. Sheriff Gardner
declared that the coroner had no authority
to do anything of the kind, and announced
that he, himself, would take the remains to
Oregon the next morning. He was sup
ported in the position he took by Prose
cutiug Attorney Caton. The Creston men
were greatly incensed over the sheriff's action,
and the most serious trouble was feared,
as they, the Creston men, were armed, and
stated that they would resist the sheriff's at
tempts to take the body at any cost. It was at
this stage of the proceedings that Sheriff
Gardner acceded to their: demands, and an
nounced that he would allow them to go to
Oregon with the body.

"Arriving at Salem, the Creston men were
refused the reward, the governor informing
them that a message had been received from the
sheriff of Lincoln county requesting him to pay
no rewards until all claims were presented and
c 'dansI ered. No settlement has yet been made.
Sheriff Gardner claims that he is entitled to a
share of the reward. It is understood that a
conference will be held between the different

claimants this week, and that an effort will be
made to reach some agreement. Meanwhile
the Creston people are thoroughly wrought up
over the affair and sentiment throughout the
county appears to be strongly in their favor."

The last scene in the Tracy drama was en
acted in the courts of Lincoln county in June,
1903. It concerned the $2,500 reward offered
by the state of \Vashington for the capture of
Tracy. The contest was between the Creston
party-Dr. Lanter, C. A. Straub, Maurice
Smith, J. J. Morrison and Frank Lilliangreen
-who attacked and captured Tracy. At first
there were a number of other claimants in com
pany with young Goldfinch, including Sheriff
Gardner, but later they all withdrew their
claims. On motion of plaintiff's attorney the
jury was instructed to bring in a nrdict for the
members of the Creston posse. Young Gold
finch, unfortunately allied himself against the
men who participated in the capture, and in the
legal contest was beaten. Sentiment, however,

•
was strongly in the boy's favor, and the public
would have been pleased to have seen him
share in the reward. Ther.e is one point in this
matter that, so far, has been overlooked by the
"public." It is evident to the candid reader
that Goldfinch was betrayed from the start. He
telegraphed Sheriff Gardner concerning the

whereabouts of Tracy. He did more, he re
quested the operator to keep his secret. It was
the duty of the operator to do this. But a man
named J. J. Morrison, who was in the office at
the time, spread the news. He communicated it
to the Creston people. The posse hastily or
ganized by Constable Straub, and, unknown
to Goldfinch, marched on the doomed outlaw.
Goldfinch had, also, made an appointment with
Marshal O'Farrell, an appointment which he
kept to the letter. All of Goldfinch's informa
tion' so far had been turned into the proper
official channels. No wonder he felt chagrined
to find how sadly his plans had miscarried. Cer-

. tainly Goldfinch has a grievance.
The \Vashington Tracy reward, $2,500, was
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paid over to the Creston men in December,
1903, thus ending a long controversy. The
Oregon reward, $1,500 had been pre\'iously
paid.

Undoubtedly Tracy was insane. His ex
ploits throughout Lincoln county as well as in
other parts of the state indicate a condition of
violent dementia. His reckless dalliance at a
ranch in a countrv alive with armed men look-

•

ing for him, and permitting strange people to
go and come was, certainly, taking such des
perate chances as ilO man in his right· mind
would have taken under the circumstances. By
this utter neglect of ordinary precautiol1 his
pursuers were frequently thrown· off the "em.
From the time of his escape from the Oregon
penitentiary Tracy's actions were devoid of
rationality. He failed to take advantage of the
most favorable opportunities to get out of the
country. He, at timse, exhibited cunning, and
appeared resourceful, with wit enough t.) es
cape out of the state on a freight train. Or he
mi'ght have continued among the mountains.
gradually working his way to some place }f
comparative safety. But to undertake to 1 i·le
thrcugh an open country, accompanied by a
pack horse of strikingly peculiar markings, nro
claiming his name at every house in a bomlv.stir
manner, was to court pursuit and certai'l cap-

•

ture or death.
Friday, December 19, 1902, an awful double

murder was committed four miles southeast of
Almira. Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Lewis, residing. on
their ranch, were brutally murdered by a party,
or parties, who, at the present writing have
never been apprehended. To this day the hor
rible deed is shrouded in mystery. Judge and
Mrs. Lewis were an aged couple, well known m
Lincoln county where they had resided fnr
many years. They were well-to-do, so hI' as
this world's goods are concerned, but r0tob~ry

does not, conclusively, appear to have been fhe

object of this terrible deed. Judge Lewis "'as
found in the house, lying on the floor, face
downward. The body of Mrs. Lewis was dis-

covered out in the corral, a qU;lrter of "- n1ile
distant, a shapeless heap covered with stlaw.
A tenant of Judge Lewis discovered the <icac:
bodies Sunday morning, December 21st. The
day before. Saturday, the tenant had been tr the
place in search of some stock, but did not enter
the house and did not notice the body of ~\'f rs.
Lewis which, as stated, had been covered with
loose straw and refuse.

Tuesday morning the county commissi:.ners
met and offered a reward of $500 for the cap
ture of the murder, or murderers, of J . .c\.
Lewis, and an additional reward of $500 for
the slayers of Mrs. Lewis. At that time it was,
singularly enough, assumed by the commission
ers that the old couple had been killed by differ
ent parties. However, Commissioner Thomp
son, \vho visited the premises and saw the bod
ies, arri\'ed at the conclusion that both victims
had been slain \vith an old, dull axe which had
been found lying by the side of Judge Lell'ls.
but \I'hich previously had always been kept ont
at the corral wherein was discovered the ghast
ly remains of :Mrs. Lewis. It was his opinion
that she was the first victim. Evidently she
had made strenuous resistence. Her hands and
arms were horribly cut and mangled, ShOWlllg
the desperation of the poor old lady's fight for
life. There was not so much evidence of a
prolonged struggle on the part of Judge Lewis:
the top and back part of his head had been
beaten in; the wounds .had been inflicted, ap
parently, after he fell. The object of this brutal
crime may, possibly, have been robbery as it
might, also, have been revenge. The safe was
open and the money gone. Judge Lewis sel
dom kept less than $500 in the safe, and at times
as much as (,\-0 or three thousand dollars. He
frequently loaned money, dealing .mainly with
those II'hose financial stress impelled them to
pay a high rate of interest, and were unable to
secure funds elsewhere. It ·is for this that the
theory of revenge rises superior to that of rob
bery as an incentive. It was suggested at the
time of the tragedy that had robbery only been
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planned different ",:eapons wo~ld, ~ikely, have
been used. Over thIs ghastly cnme mtense feel
itW I,"as engendered throughout the entire Big

"Bend country. It was peculiarly cruel and cold-
blooded. It is said, with every .evidence of
truth, that if the guilty party could have been
located at the time, vengeance would have
quickly followed in the form of lynching. This,
11l1ll'ever, was denied by those who possessed
greater faith in the law-abiding citizens of the

countv.
• •

"Judge" Lewis (he had been a justice of
the peace), was a man about 76 years old, and
his \I'ife nearly the same age, had been pioneers
of Lincoln county. They lived within them
seh'es, expended little for clothing or anything
else, and had succeeded in accumulating prop
erty to a considerable amount; they were known
to be in independent circumstances. ] udge
Lewis distrusted banks. He never deposited
money in them, but kept his surplus funds in a
safe in the house. At the time the crime was
committed the safe was unlocked. Thi~ fact
indicated that business of some nature was then
being transacted. In addition to the county
rell'ards Dr. L. Lewis, of \Vilbur, offered re
\I'ards of $250 in eacl: case for the capture of
the perpetrators of the crime. At the pr:esent
IITiting no apprehensions have been made and
the affair remains a mystery.

But Lincoln county had not yet supped full
of horrors. Closely following the Tracy trag
edy and the mmder of the Lewis family, came
the Thennes killing at the little town of Govan,
betll'een \Vilbur and Almira. Friday evening,
April 3, 1903. a masked man entered a saloon
in Govan, shot and almost instantly killed C.
F. Thennes, the only witness to the tragedy
being one Kleeb, the bartender. The latter
faIled to recognize the assassin. The murderer
came through the door revolver in hand walked, ,
up to Thennes, and with the declaration, UNow
I have got you," began firing. The two men
grappled and no other word was spoken on
either side. Six shots were fired three of which,

took effect. Kleeb, the bartender, lost no time
in getting out of the way, when the bullets be
gan to fly, but saw the assailant disappear out
of the same door through which he had entered,
after he had emptied his revolver. Thennes
was still on his feet, and with the assistance of
Kleeb reached the doorsteps of the hotel before
he fell prostrate and expired. He never spoke
after being shot except to ask for a doctor.

Thennes formerly lived in Davenport and
Reardan, and was not known to have any en
emies. The motive for this crime was not rob
bery, whatever else it may have been. The
most plausible supposition was that the assassin
of Thennes was also connected with the mur
der of ] udge and Mr·s. Lewis, the latter affair
having been shrouded in mystery, and that
Thennes was in possession of incriminating
evidence likely to lead to the arrest of the
guilty party, or parties. It was reported that
Thennes had said when intoxicated that he
could lay his hands on the Lewis murderers.

For this crime one Cyrus Victor was ar
rested, tried and found guilty in the fall of 1903.
Nothing in the evidence, however, connected
him with the Lewis murders. In March, 1904,
Victor was granted a new trial. At this writ
ing this is still pending.

An event in the history of Lincoln county
was the good roads c01wention held at Da ven
port, Friday and Saturday, ] une 19 and 20,

1903. From every part of the county repre
sentatives were present, and the attendance was
flattering. Much general information concem
ing this important exploitation was dissemin
ated. The members of the convention assem
bled in the court room where thev were called

•
to order by H. ]. Maskentine. H.]. Hinckley.
of Edwall, was chosen temporary chairman and
Lee Warren temporary secretary. N. T. Caton,
Davenport, Commissioner Thompson, of Al
mira, Ex-Commissioner Crisp, of Harrington,
Richard Riffe, of Mondovi and]. H. Nicholls,
of Davenport, were appointed a committee on
permanent organization. Saturday the folJow-
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-
ing permanent organization ,,'as perfected: H.
M. Thompson, president; J. H. Nicholls, vice
president; T. C. Lakin, secretary; John F.
Green, treasurer; Henry Jenson, of Sprague,
W, \Y. Finney, of Odessa, Michael Koontz, of
Sprague, Peter Leipham, of Da\'enport, and
Frank Hardin, of Larene, executive committee.
Addr.esses ,,'ere made by Prof. O. L. 'Waller,
of the State Agricultural College, at Pullman,
and ?vIr. Thompson, City Engineer of Spokane.

In October, 1903, articles of incorporation
\vere filed by the Lincoln county Historical As
sociation, which held a meeting at Harrington.

The organization of the association was Com
pleted with the following officers: President,
N. T. Caton; vice-president, George M. Witt,
Harrington; secretary, VV. L. Crowell, Har
rington; treasurer, G. E. Smith, Crab Creek;
historian, .T. C. Lakin, Harrington; trustees,
John F. Green, S. C. Kinch, Aaron lvIiller. ,
Jacob Smith, T. C. Lakin.

A second "good roads convention" was held
at Davenport \Vednesday and Thursday, Feh
ruary 10 and 11, 1904. and although the
attendance ,,'as small considerable int~rest was
manifested and much good was accomplished.

CHAPTER IV.

CITIES AND TOWNS.

said that the land surrounding it is not excelled
in point of fertility by that of any other agri
cultural district in the Gnited States. The lo
cation of Da\'enport is a natural point of gravi
tation from this rich section of \Vashington's
territory. The selection of this site would seem
simply dictated by good, common sense and
business sagacity; it is an ideal, eligible location.
The splendid springs adjacent to the city would,
in themseh'es, prove strong inducements to one
seeking a townsite, but aside from these there
are many other points equally persuasive.

Davenport lies in a circular valley of len!
but not low or swampy land. From the rim of
this valley rise the undulating lands that sur
round it, by easy, almost imperceptible, ascent.
On one side of this attractive vale low hills rise

•
more abruptly than do those adjoining them;
natural barriers against occasional winds that
s\l'eep over the prairies. The surrounding coun
try is a succession of rounded knolls, the sides
of which recede in graceful curves; the utility
of which is excellent drainage. The' elevation
of the city proper is 2,470 feet, one of the high-

i est points in Lincoln county. In the spring of

DAVENPORT.

It is situated in the center of a wide scope of
gently rolling prairie, and it may truthfully be

Tranrsed by three railways, two of them
the main lines of great transcontinental systems,
Lincoln county is, as ,,'ould necessarily be the
natural result, well supplied with thrifty, sub- !
stantial cities, towns and villages, They lie :
along the Columbia river, the Central \Vash
ington, Great Northern and _Torthern Pacific
railways, and between these four great arteries
of transportation are numerous smaller villages
and settlements supplying, in a business way,
the immediate necessities of their adjacent
farming communities. In 1903, acconling to
the report of the \Vashington State Bureau of
Statistics, there ,,'ere in the county 129 school
districts and, eleven towns maintaining graded
schools. At this period the number has been
increased as will be seen from the chapter de
,'oted to the educational interests of Lincoln
county, Of the more prominent towns the lead
ing one is the capital of the county.
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1902 the population of this city was 1,393, a
CTain of 393 since the government census of
~goo; the present ~~ulation is given by the
state bureau of statIstIcs as 1,72 9.

The history of the town of Davenport dates
frOIll the year 1880. Early in that year a man
by the name of Harker took up his abode at the
head of Cottonwood creek, on the present town
site and surrounded by no familiar neighbors,,
other than the rather unsocial coyote, solitary
and alone he began the life of an honest gran
ger. Where now stands' the. thrifty, enterpris
inCT town of Davenport he was the sole inhabi-

t>

tant; his the homestead from which was carved
the townsite. But Mr. Harker soon disposed of
of his slender equity in the land. The large
spring near the center of the town was, at that
period, surrounded by a grove of cottonwood
trees. For several years the postoffice estab
lished in its vicinity was known as Cottonwood
postoffice.

While Mr. Harker was the sole person re
siding where is now Davenport, there were a
few settlers at a distance. "Harker's place"
was located on the road leading through the Big
Bend country, and there was more or less travel
continually. Those were the days of the earlier
immigrants and homeseekers in this portion of
eastern \Vashington. Mr. Harker was the pre
siding official of Cottonwood Postoffice. He
might also, have been termed the pioneer busi
ness man of the town, although he did not
carry in stock a very complete line of goods. A
few articles of general merchandise he had,
howel'er, and these he disposed of at fairly re
numerative prices to travelers and incoming
settlers, But it was destined that Mr. Harker
should not long remain monarch of all he sur
I'eyed. According to Mr. H. H. McMillan,
to whom we are indebted for much of the in
formation concerning earlier Davenport, the
anginal business house was established .in July, .
1881. John H. Nicholls turned the first sod
and laid the foundation of the first building in'

Davenport, a combination structure to be util
ized as store, dwelling, postoffice and hotel.

At this period Davenport was known as
"Cottonwood Creek." But with equal proprie
ty the town might have been aptly named
"Nichollsville," for were not Mr. Nicholls and
his estimable wife for several years the life, the
inspiration, the good genii of the place? Mr.
Nicholls' store was situated on <f Harker street,"
and he hauled his goods from Cheney and Spo
kane Falls, located on the main line of the
Northern Pacific railroad, then but recently
completed. .Previous to this time provisions
and other freight had been hauled from Colfax
and Walla Walla. Mr. Nicholls was a sag
acious, energetic business man, of fine social
qualities and strong character. He rapidly
grew prosperous but with ,the advent of the
Central Washington railroad he disposed of his
business interests in "Cottonwood Creek' to
Mr. William Finney.

The succeeding structures to follow the ini
tial edifice were a feed stable and saloon, which
were, also, built by Mr. Nicholls. The latter
conducted the feed stable; the saloon was under
the proprietorship of John Courtwright, who
subsequently became a leading Mondovi farmer.
These few business ventures rounded out prog
ress and development of "Cottonwood Creek"
for the year 1881. The succeeding year of
1882 was accentuated by two events in the brief
history of the "Creek." One of these was the
arrival of Robert Cameron, who pur.chased
the saloon mentioned and at once christened it
"Bob"s Place." The other event of the year
was of greater importance, being no less than
the organization, or rather, inauguration of a
rival city. Mr. Nicholls' town was located on
the lower ground where now stands the business
portion of Davenport. In 1882 Mr. J. C. Dav
enport came to the country and planned the
building of a rival town on the higher land to
the south, about midway between where the
Central Washington Railway station is located,
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and the Nicholls store on Harker street. Mr.
Davenport and one or two associates erected
five buildings-an extensive store and ware
house, a saloon, blacksmith shop and dwell
ing. To this "opposition" village was given
the name of Davenport in honor, of fts founder
and leading spirit, but by the inhabitants of the
"lower town" it was called "Over the Hill."
This embryonic city, however bright its pros
pects at its inception, was short-lived. It fell
a victim to the fire-fiend, two of the most
prominent buildings being destroyed. They
were not rebuilt. Richard Traul, owner and
proprietor of the saloon, quietly withdrew to
the "old town" of "Cottonwood Creek," where
he took possession of the Harker house and re
habilitated it to such an extent that he was en
abled to pursue his saloon business in tranquil
prosperity. But following in the wake of Mr.
Traul came the name, "Davenport," and the
waif from the rival city was C<!ptured and it
immediately replaced that of "Cottonwood
Creek." By one stroke of misfortune Daven
port lost not only its entity but its cognomen.

The year 1883 brought to Davenport-the
new Davenport-A. Melzer, who at once erect
ed and became proprietor of the Cottonwood
brewery. The pioneer lawyer of Da\·enport.
J. c. Small, located the same year in a build
ing erected by him. In company with many other
pioneer professional men, Mr. Small sagacious
ly conducted the development of his homestead
in addition to looking after the legal interests
of the community. Subsequently he formed a
law partnership with C. H. Pryor, at that pe
riod superintendent of public instruction of
Lincoln county, but this association was soon
terminated by the death of Mr. Pryor. About
the same time James Rogers built a hotel which
he successfully conducted for, over two years.
At this period there were many favorable in-'
centivesto the growth of Davenport, including
the creation and organization of Lincoln coun
ty in 1883-4, and the temporary location here'
of the county seat. A building to be used for

court house purposes was erected and rented
to the new county officials. In this enterprise
a prominent part was performed by Mr. Ber.
nard Fitzpatrick. To the little village of Dav.
enport the year 1884 added such staunch In",

as Henry Keedy, Colin Campbell, J. W. JOhn.
son, Deen & Green, a general merchandise. finn
and a number of others. In the fall of 188~

occurred the most important and exciting event
in the history of Davenport-the great and
memorable county seat contest-in the course
of which all the county records were removed
to Sprague, in the extreme southern portion oj
the county. The interesting and rather spec.
tacular details of this sensational event will be
found in full in the first chapter of this History
of Lincoln County.

June 12, 1884, the first issue of the LincO/II
LcadC'r made its appearance. From a perusal
of the initial production of this joumalistic
venture, which existed only a few months, one
gains a fair idea of the progress made by Dal"
enport up to that period. J. H. Nicholls \I'as
the moving spirit of the "cross-roads village"
in those days. He conducted a general mer·
chandise store, a hotel, a livery stable and was
postmaster. The business houses consisted oi
the City Hotel, Rogers & Boyce, proprietors,
J. H. Nicholls, mechant, J. W. Johnson, black.
smith, A. Melzer, brewery, R. J. Cameron and
Dick Radcliff, saloons, \Vhite & Cameron,
hardware, J. ,c. Small, attorney, and M. )1.
Hopkins, physician. North of the tOll'n
was a sawmill operated by Wamer. &
Roe. Local items stated that Cal Simmons
was about to burn a kiln of brick and C. H.
Pryor had recently opened the public school.

During the earlier portion of 1885 there
were in Davenport three substantial business. .
houses. Perhaps the most important acqUISI-
tion to the city during this year was the Lincoln
County Times, published by F. M. Gray. Two
general mercantile stores were established the
same year, one by Kaminsky & Son, of Cheney,
and represented here by Louis Kaminsky; the
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utiler a branch sture by the widely known firm
"i O"tr(lski, Breslauer & Co., also of Cheney,
~lr. Dreslauer having charge of the Davenport
Yenture, James E. Roe, at one period inter
ested in the sawmill business near Larene, was
a resident of Davenport a short time during the
year 1885, and here he erected a building later
known as the Boyes hotel. Quite a number of
newly arrived citizens appeared upon the scene
in 1886, among them being Thomas Edwards.
Samuel Sullivan op<:ned a furniture store, Dr.
\\'ilitnev came, ami J. A. Hoople established a

•
harness shop. January I, 1887, there were in
Dal'enport three general mercantile stores, one
saddle and harness shop, one drug store, one
butcher shop, one law and real estate office, one
lalYyer, t\\"o wagon shops, two general black
smith shops, three livery and feed stables, one
hotel, one contractor and builder, two agricul
tural implement agencies, two saloons, one doc
tor. one hardware store, one school house, one
iurniture store and one newspaper. Here; then,
were nearly all the representative commercial
and professional enterprises usually found in
any wide-awake, progressi\'e western town.
The present gave promise of a flattering future
which has been fully realized. There were.
many new comers during the year 1887-8 and
a number of new business enterprises were es
tablished. Foremost among the upbuilders of
the town was Mr. C. C. l\·iay, who came in
18i9, He had at once engaged in the real es- I
tate business and contributed to the practical I
del'elopment of the young town by erecting a I
number of substantial buildings. As said then I
hy the Lillcoln County Timcs:

. A new year has never dawned upon Da\"cnport \~ith
bnghter pro' d

~pccts an greater pronlise than does the
year 1888. Through every channel of indutry that per-
tainS to th Ie genera advancement of the town and conn-
try, the outlook i 'f 'buM' s most grah ymg. An era of railroad

t
~ng lS approaching, immigration of a most suh-

s antlal eha . .
Ih' racter win certamly commence so soon as

e\\'llltcr sub 'd'" ' . .and d ' SI t.:S, mines on all 51des are beltlg opened
CI'elolled 'j' h 'so \I lIe promIse to be of the greatest

urce of Co ' I 'mmerCIa benefit possible to the countr)',
9 .

and last but not least the farmer who confidently looks
forward to the transportation of his grain by rail next
season, has' made extensive preparations for a largely in
creased acreage from which he expects handsome profits.
Taking things altogether we are to be congratulated
u)lOn the brilliant prospects the future has in store
for us, and while we thus rest complacently upon the
assurance of good times, we extend an invitation to
others to come and share prosperity with us, believing.
our town and country affords s'Uperior inducements to
anyone combining a little energy with enterprise' to
accumulate a fair proportion of world's goods.

In addition to those alreadv mentioned there-
were, according to an article written by Mr. H.
H. McMillan, on December 24, 1888, the fol
lowing business houses in Davenport on that
date: two hotels, Hay & Grutt, general mer
chandise; Finney, general merchandise; Os
borne, photographer; Jackson Brock, la\vyer;
Herrin, agent for Frank Brothers, implements;
Moore & Son, harness and shoe shop; Olil'er,
drayman; Kruzer. Brothers, butchers: Ratcliff,
butcher; Turner, implement agent; Dearling,
li\'ery stable: Tuttle, blacksmith; Markham,
livery stable: Lee, sewing machine agent; Poul
son, blacksmith; Olson, jewelry ami \\'atch
making; Robinson, notions and restaurant;
Goodsell. millinery; O'Connor, saloon; Boon,
saloon; Cra\dord, barber; l\-Ierriam, restau
rant. :\t this period there were two church or
ganizations iu Davenport, the M. E., the earlier
of the two in its origin, and the Presbyterian,

The approach of the Seattle, Lake Shore &
Eastern railroad to its temporary tenllintlS

•

\\'itbin a little less than five miles of DaYenport
in December. 1888, appeared to be a signal for
something approaching the nature of a 1.:oom,
December ith the Lincoln COllllty Timcs said:

"On every side one sees new buildings un
der course of construction and the sound of the
carpenter's hammer extends far into the night.
The new, depot is among the principal buildings
nOlv in process of erection and around it centers
most () f the interest of our citizens. Freight
from the terminus of the new railroad, but a
short distance a\\'ay, is landed in town dailv.-
Strangers seeking locations in alI branches of
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business select this town as headquarters and
all acknowledge that few places in eastern
\~'ashington offer the ind.ucements of the Big
Bend. The elevator is daily stor.ing large con
signments of grain, preparatory to shipping to
other points, and freighters' teams make this
city their destination instead of surrounding
to\\"llS. The ;boom' has struck Davenport <Ind
"'ill stop ,,'ith us for some time."

In December of that year the residents of
Da\'enport began to ambitiously voice the opin
ion that their municipal home was then larger
than Chenev, and that \\'ithin six months it

• •

would rival in size the city of Spragne. Kew
buildings were going up daily, the real estate
market was active and great was the volume of
general business. January 18, 1889, the Lill
COlll Coullty Times as e\'idence of enterprise
and municipal energy, began agitation for the
remo\'al of the territorial capital from Olympia
to Da\·enport. Truly, this was a worthy ambi
tion if a trifle audacious. It was, however, the
concensus of opinion that Davenport "had no
more show than a rabbit." But Ralph Waldo
Emerson had long before advised his readers
to "Hitch your wagon to a star," and the edito~

of the Times was simply following the advice
of the Sage of Concord.

During the early part of 1889 Davenport
was, certainly, a lively town. The real estate
men were very active in booming the place and
much money was spent in advertising. Kot
only did Davenport gain a local reputation as a
coming town, but in the cities of the Sound, as
well, was it advertised as the coming metrop
olis of Central \Vashington. The result was that
real estate moved freely and lots were sold at
profitable rates. Each day witnessed the arrival
of strangers in the town who either engaged in
business or sought employment. The accommo
dations ,,'ere not sufficient to care for all who
came. "People are arriving e\'ery day and are
disappointed in not finding quarters to occupy.
Any number of cottages and business houses
could be rented at once," said the Times. "It

is to be regretted that the town is not prepared
to give immediate accommodations to those de.
si ring to locate, but that deficiency will be rellJ.
edied in the early spring. It is a most satis
factory condition of things and is wnclusive
proof that Davenport will be a scene of gr.eat
activity so soon as the weather justifies begin.
ning in earnest outdoor work."

In February, 1889, circulation was given
to a report that the title to the townsite of Dav.
enport was defecti\'e, and that purchasers oi
town property were securing nothing more
tangible than a straw deed to such property as
they acquired. It was asserted by the LillCOiJl
Coullty Timcs that this rumor had been giren
wings by a newspaper published in Sprague.
At that period Mr. Frank M. Dallam was eJitor
and publisher of the Timcs and he proceeded to
investigate the conditions of real estate affairs,
February 8th he wrote as follows conceming
the matter, showing conclusively that the title
to the townsite of Davenport was perfect:

The southeast Quarter of section No. 21. lown·
ship No. 25. north of range No. 37, E. W, M.. was
bought by John C. Davenport and associates about tl!<
year 1882, from the Northern Pacific Railwav Company.. .
on the contract plan, and a few blocks were platted a~d

recorded as the town of Davenport. The deferred pay'
mentS' due the railroad company were not made, hence
the railroad company only could perfect title, However,
this does not concern those interested in the present
town of Davenport, built on Margan's, Columbia, Tim
mons', Essig's, DiBon's, and Hogan's additions, the
title to all of which property being legally and tech
nically perfect. There was never but one houS" built
on the Quarter section of land bought by John C. Daven'
port, and it was destroyed by fire in 1882, and nO oppor'
tunity is offered for sale on that Quarter section byan1
person or corporation, hence any interest that John C.
Davenport and associates owned, then or now, does rot
interest us in the least. The title to all lots on the
market in Davenport is absolutely perfect, and everl

. d' idualspurchaser receives a warranty deed signed by m IV
. 'b'l't nd greator a corporatIon of known responsl 1 1Y a

wealth.

Saturday, May 8, 1889, the Big Bend Na
tional Bank, of Davenport, opened its doorsfor

business. This was the first banking inslilU
'

tion in the place and it enjoyed a large and mer'
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ilOriously confiding patronage. Tuesday even
ing. May 28th, of the same year, there was o~

Q"anized in Davenport a board of trade. ThIS
;esult \I'as brought about largely by the patriotic
efforts of Mr. David Wilson. Followtng the
decision to organize such an institution these
officers I,"ere elected: Dr. F. H. Luce, presi
de:1t; J. H. Nicholls, vice-president; Frank M.
DJllam, secretary; J. Hoople, treasurer. An
executive committee consisting of the four of
ficers named and C. W. Christie, David 'Nilson,
H. H. IIId,Iillan, C. C. May and Willard Her
ron was selected. The charter members of the,
Dal'enport board of trade were: F. H. Luce,
J. H. Kicholls, J. H. Hoople, Frank M. Dal
lam. C. W. Christie, David Wilson, H. H. Mc
IIlillan, C. C. May, Willard Herron, William
Finney, T. L. Edwards, W. E. Ratcliff, Dr. J.
H. Whitney, J. L. West, George Oswalt, Mr.
Rowe, Thomas O'Connor, Mr. Olson, C. L.
Simmons, L. C. Keedy, Mr. Madden, J. c.
Small, Mr. German, Mr. Fischner, George
Weal'er, T. J. Robinson, Mr. Hader, H. Born,
D. H. Mathom.

One of the most important enterprises es
tablished in Davenport during the summer of
1889 was the brick yard, by James E. Roe, of
Spokane Falls. Previously, owing to the scar
city of material, building operations had been
seriously handicapped, and the advent of this
enterprise was hailed with enthusiasm by the
residents of the town.

Wednesday evening, August 14th, the first
united efforts were made in the way of afford
Ing adequate protection from fire. At Keedy's
h~1I a meeting was held the ostensible purpose
ot which was to organize a fire company. But
at first there was considerable apathy, tack of
enthusiasm being plainly noticeable. In its re
port of this meeting the Times said: .
. "For a time it was so extremely chilly, ow
Ing to the conspicuous absence of several prom-
Inent cit' h'Izens, w 0, It was supposed ought to
take SOme' t . .

III erest m s~ch a laudable object, that
the chance .s were a hundred to one that nothmg

would be accomplished. But the arrival of Mr.
A. W. Turner, who called the meeting to order
and stated the object for which they were met,
caused a visible melting of the icicles."

Speeches were made by Mr. Turner, Judge
J. T. Robinson, Major Hoople, A. P. Oliver,
H. C. Keedy, E. E. Plough, Prosecuting Attor
ney Christie and Thomas McGowan. A com
mittee on organization consisting of Frank M.
Dallam, David Glasgow, E. E. Plough, H. C.
Keedy and Martin McGowan was named. Yet
this was all that was at that time accomplished
in the way of organizing a fire company. A
second meeting was called for the purpose of
perfecting the inchoate organization, but only
one or two were present and the enterprise was,
for the time, abandoned. The people were luke
warm--or cold-in regard to fire protection
and thus no company was formed until several
years later.

Work was steadily progressing on the Cen
tral Washington railroad during the summer
of 1889, and lively times were experienced.
One thousand men were employed on the new
line by the company, and numerous buildings
were erected in town. Visiting strangers-and
possible investors-were driven about the coun
try by industrious real estate men and shown
the various natural facilities for money making
offered by a most fertile and productive soil. It
was the claim advanc~d at this time that, dur
ing the summer. of 1889 the city had made a
larger growth than any other place in eastern
Washington, aside from Spokane, and this
growth, it was urged, was of a permanent char
acter. In the fall of this year considerable
work was accomplished in the way of street
grading..

The story of the incorporation of Daven
port is one replete with incident. The first at
tempt to incorporate the town was made in
April, 1889, although the subject had been
widely discussed during the previous winter.
A petition was circulated and signed by almost
every resident taxpayer: Saturday, April 6th,
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this document was placed in the hands of Judge
Nash who was vested with the power to grant
or refuse the prayer of the petitioners. This
permission, or judicial order, was issued in
May following. The first regular meeting of
the Board of Trustees of the town of Davenport
was held in the office of C. C. May on Monday
morning, May 15, 1889. Those present were
J. H. Nicholls, H. C. Keedy and Thomas
O'Connor. The absent members were A. \V.
Turner and H. H. :McMillan. The board was
organized by the election of J. H. Nicholls,
president, and \Villard Herron, town clerk. The
following officers were appointed: J. M. Boyes
marshal; C. \"1. Christie, town attorney.: A. P.
Oliver, street commissioner; \"1. M. Finney,-
treasurer; F. C. Lee, assessor.

The new town board did not attempt to
create a revolution in municipal affairs by the
enactment of drastic or oppressi ve ordinances.
They moved slowly and without immoderate
exhibition of authority and it is, perhaps, as
well that they did so as subsequent events
proved that the entire process of incorporation
SO far had been illegal. Howe\'er, the effects
of their work were realized by the citizens and
Davenport was gre'ltl)' benefited by the (sup
posed) incorporation.

The year 1889 was the most prosperous in
Davenport's history, before that period, and the
improvements completed in those tweh'e months
footed up over a quarter of a million dollars.
Let us review with Frank :M. Dallam, at that
time editor of the Lillcolll COIlIl!;' Times the- ,
progress of Davenport during this year. De-
cem1:er 27th, he said:

"Prior to 1889 Davenport was little more
than a cross-roads p05toffice. * * * The
promised advent of railroads and the construc
tion of the same was a material factor in push
ing ahead the place, although before that event
a few houses had sprung up around the original
structures that had constituted the 'town.' No
one who has been absent a year would recog
nize the Davenport of today, as the Daven-

port of a year ago. It is vaslly impruved
in every respect. and the people who have
since the first of last January located in
our midst are congratulating themselves that
their lines have been dropped in such a pleasant
place. One year ago today the only means oi
reaching Davenport was by stage, a private Con
veyance or on foot. The distance to any point
on the railroad was long and the trip tedious.
The town was isolated. There were only a
few houses and a small population. People al
ready here were confident and cheerful, how
e\'er, for the location was such that it was only
a question of time until railroad communica
tion would be established, and then a bright fu
ture was assured. A year ago last summer the
construction of the Seattle. Lake Shore &
Eastern road was commenced by a coman)" oi
capitalists. It was headed westward through a
rich farming country. The jealous eyes of the
:-Jorthern Pacific officials saw that the trade oi
a vast inland empire was about to be \rrested
from them by a competitor. A. branch of the
great transcontinental line must be thrown out
to counteract the effect of the building of the

I other road. To think was to act. Ground lIas
at once broken on the Central Washington. and
rapidly h\"O ribbons of steel stretched off into
a section that had never echoed to the shriek
of the iron monster. The people of Da\'enport
\\'atched anxiouslv the movements of the rilal,
coinpanies. A year ago this month the sound
of the approaching locomotive could be dis
tinctlv heard far off to the southeast. In Feb-,

ruary the Central \Vashington crew spiked the
iron into the corporate limits and conuectlon

with the outside world was complete. The ad
vent of this railroad was the cause of much re
joicing and a new impetus was given to the
place. By a great mistake the Seattle. L1ke
Shore & Eastern was built to within four miles

. d forof town, and there the terminus remal11e
some months. At last the enterprising citize~~

raised the necessary amount to grade the roa
. . dh ad-

way into town and then Davenport ha t e
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vanta<Ye of a competing line with all points east

1 \~est at the same time insuring for its beingam \ ,
a railroad center, as no .road will be constructed
across the state in future years without being
compelled to pass through this place.

"With the first sign of spring, and before
the snow had disappeared from view building
operations commenced. Not only did the rail
roads make ,'aluable improvements, but individ
uals vied with each other in erecting substantial
business houses and attractive homes. The
<tran-glin<Y business center assumed a more corn-
u to 0

pact appearance; the residence quarter spread
out: nell' firms became established, and clear up
to the time cold weather set in, only a few weeks
ago. the trowel and hammer. and saw kept up a
steady refrain, an accompaniment to the march
of improvement, and the sweetest music that
ever tickled the tympanum of an enterprising
people. \Ve are not prepared to give a detailed
list of the improvements that have been made.
Ire have not the names of the builders nor the
cost figures. Everybody who possessed the
requisite capital did not hesitate to invest in per
manent structures. Handsome brick and frame
buildings, the product of a single year, attest
the public spirit and confidence of our people.
Mr. Da"id Wilson has done much toward assist
ing in the development of the place. Messrs.
Luce. Christie, Squier, Small, Nicholls. Germain,
GrislI'old, Keedy, Plough, Turner, Oswalt &
Hughes. G. R. Oswalt, McArthur, Snyder &
Tischner. l"Ioylan, Edwards, Mothorn, \/Vorts,
Zuehlke, and scores of others, \\·hose names
would be mentioned if we could call them to
mind at this hasty writing, have aided in this
building up of a town. Public and private edi
fices ha"e sprung up. The flats about town that
did not contain a vesticre of a habitation twelve

'"mouths ago are now thickly dotted with com-
fortable homes. Two large brick blocks and a
dozen neat two-story frame business houses
have been constructed. A hotel has been added
to the IJlace 'h' h . . .

. ' • \I IC , 111 archItectural appearance,
fun1lture 'I '<tnt management IS second to no hos-

telry in eartern Washington, and we bar none.
The members of the Presbyterian congrega
tion have contributed their share by the erection
of an elegant place of wol-ship. Altogether the
total amount of money expended in Davenport
in private, public and corporation work during
1889 will foot up to over $250,000.

"During the year the town has been incor
porated and the advantages of this movement
have been apparent. There is better order kept
and the board is composed of progressive citi
zens possessed of the requisite push to help on
a growing place. Considerable street grading
has been let and when completed the improve
ment will add materially to the appearance ot
the town, making a better impression on strang
ers and encourage people to renewed activity."

By a decision of the state supreme court,
handed down early in 1890, it ,,'as held that the
incorporation of all towns under the Territorial
laws was void and possessed no legal standing.
Between the incorporation of Davenport and
the rendering of this judicial opinion Washing
ton had been admitted in to the union as a state.
In company with a number of other towns in
the state Davenport was thrown out of the in
corporated class and at 'once relegated to primi
tive villagehood. Steps were at once taken to
secure legal incorporation. In March Attorney
Ayers drafted a petition to the legislature on the
part of Davenport in regard to the illegal in
coropration. The petition was favorably acted
upon by the legislature and the prayer of the
petitioners granted. Thus the acts of the trus
tees and officials of Da\'enpOl't were made se
cure so far as persecution of their actions done

in good faith were concerned.
At the session of the commissioners of Lin

coln county, in May, 1890, the following peti
tion was,presented:

To the Honorahle Board of County Commissioners of
Lincoln County. State of Washingtoo:

The undersigned reS'Pectfully represent to your hon
orable body that they are qualified electors of the County
of Lincoln and State of Washington at this date, and



134 HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUN fRY.

that they arc residents within the limits of the cor
poration hereinafter prayed to be established and in
corporated, and within the limits hereinafter mentioned,
fixed and described; that within the following described
limits are now fi"e hundred people as nearly as' your
petitioners can state. The aboyc mentioned limits and
proposed boundaries of said corporation are"" as £ol1o,\'s,
to-wit: Section 21, in to,\'nship 25, north of range 37,
east of the Willamelle Meridian, in Lincoln county,
State of \Vashington, and 1110re particularly described
as' follows, to-wit; Commencing at a point at the north
west corner of section 21, at the intersection of s'cc
tions 20, 17 and 16, said township and range, thence
funning east 320 rods, more or less, along the southern
boundary line of section 16, to the intersection of S'eC

tions r6, J5 and 22, said town and range; thence south
320 rods, more or less along the western boundary of
section 22, to the intersection of sections 22, 27 and 28,'

said town and range; thence running west along the
northern boundary of section 28, 320 rods more or
less, to the intersection of sections 28, 29 and 20, said
town and range; thence running north along the eastern
line of section 20, 320 rods, more or less, to the place
of beginning, according to the United State~ govern
ment survey thereoL

Wherefore, the undersigned, your petitioners, pray
your honorable body to incorporate the territory lying

,within said boundaries and the inhabitants thereof as
a town under and by the name of "The Town of Daven
port," under and by virtue of, and in accordance with the
provisions of an act of the legislature of the State of
Washington entitled "An act providing for the organi
zation. classification, incorporation and government of
municipal corporations and declaring an emergency."

Dated at Davenport, Wa~hinglOn, April ] 5, 18g0,

This petition was signed by exactly one hun
dred citizens. It was presented to the county
commissioners, favorably acted upon, and they
named May 20th as the date of a special elec
tion for the purpose of voting on the proposi
tion. Upon that date the election was, accord
ingly, held. There was no t1t1usual excitement
and only a slight vote was polled. Against the
regular ticket a light opposition was manifested
in certain quarters. The following \\'as the vote
cast: For incorporation, 1°5: against incor
poration, 1. For mayor, A. \Y. Turner, lO2;
for treasurer, \Villiam Finney. lO5; for coun
cilmen, R. Tischner, lO2; P. W. Dillon, 99; H.
D. Mothorn, 97; John Peet, 85; T. O'Connor,
88; George Oswalt, 32; J. A. Hoople, 12.

Having now passed through the various

processes made necessary by the enactment oi
a law in relation to the organization of towns
by the first legislature of the new State oi
\Vashington, Davenport at last succeeded in the
accomplishment of its wishes on June 9, 1890,
The follO\ving dispatch marks the official be
ginning of the new municipal government:

"Olympia, June 9, 1890: Certified COpr
of order of county commissioners incorporating
section 2 I, township 25, north range 37. [,
\;\,T. M" and the inhabitants thereof under and
by the name of The Town of Davenport, tiled
this 9th day of June, 1890. •

"ALLEN \VEIR,

"Secretary of State."
July 12, 1890, a special election was held

to vote on a proposition to issue $lO,ooo in
bonds for. the purpose of building a school hense
in Davenport. There were cast 79 votes. of
which 71 were in favor of the proposition, tire
against, and three votes were not counted, On
the question of material for the contemplated
edifice 70 votes were for a brick, and fil'e lor
a frame, building.

The board of trade organized in the spring
of 1889 passed into innocuous desuetude, From
a condition of inchoation it had become mori
bund. Accordingly on \Vednesday evening,
December 15, 1890, the business men of Dar
enport assembled for the purpose of placing
upon its feet a new board of trade, The meet
ing was well attended and after a number of
those present had voiced opinions concerning
the undeniable benefits to be derived from snch
a commercial organization the following offi
cers were selected: P. W_ Dillon, president;
A. \V. Turner, vice-president; George Oswalt,
second vice-president; Guy L Smith, secretary;

J. A. Hoople, treasurer.
November 20, 1891, the Times said: "The

city council has at last taken steps to proY!de
the town with fire protection adequate to itS

needs, having ordered a truck and hook and
ladder outfit at a cost of nearly $700. The

f col11town has long been without any means 0
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I attina the fiery element and that she has not
) b • •

suffered serious loss in consequence IS oW1l1g
'e to aood fortune than anything else. A

mOl b
lot ,ras purchased on the corner of Sixth and
Morgan streets on which suitable buildings will

be erected in a short time."
But by the time the apparatus arrived a new.

cit,· council had taken office and the new mem-
be;s declined to accept it. Thus the matter of
proriding suitable fire protection was allowed
to languish, and the whole affair was side

tracked temporarily.
Xotwithstanding the fact that an unusually

light crop had been harvested, and that Daven
port relied almost entirely on its agricultural
trade. the town forged to the front during the
year 1891. Over $60,000 \\'Orth of improve
ments were made within that year. Among the
principal improvements \yere: New school
house, $8,000; David Wilson, brick block, $8,
000; William Finney & Company, brick store,
hooo; J. A. Hoople, brick store, $5,000; Rob
ert Tischner, brewery, $5,000; McGowan's
planing mill building, $5,000, total $36,000.

January 30, r892, initial steps were taken in
Da\'enport toward the organization of a Post
of the Grand Army of the Republic. Those
\\ho assumed an active participation in the pro
ject were Jackson Brock, J. D. \V'oodin, \V. D.
Kipp, A. P. Oliver, F. F. Hall, T. L. Edwards,
George S. Rodgers, Emil Graf, John \Volf, W.
H. HOlrard, Joseph Park, H. J. Whitney, S. L.
Burrill. Archev Markham" .
. On the first of October, rB92, there was put
111 operation a flouring mill in Davenport, an
enterprise which had for several years been
agItated. This enterprise was established by
.'\. A. Dayis and G. \V'. Howard, and had a ca

P~Clty of 150 per day, with a storing capacity
at 40,000 bushels of grain. .

Satmday, May 6, r893, a volunteer fire
company \ras organized, starting in life with
Orer thirty members. This was the first organ-
IZatIon of tl k' d' h .le tn 111 t e hIstory of Davenport,
althou"h . h

b , ,\S we ave seen, attempts had been

previously made to place one upon its feet. The
town had been quite fortunate in its freedom
from fire during the ten or twelve years of its
existence, never having suffered from any con
flagration of serious proportions. The follo\\'
ing were the initial officers of the new company:
\Villiam Finney, president; H. J. ·Whitney,
vice-president; A. C. Shaw, secretary; C. C.
J\1ay, treasurer. These were named as trustees:
F. \V. McGowan, C. G. Snyder, and L. A. Ink
ster, for the one year term, and A. VV. Turner,
P. \V. Dillon and G. K. Birge for the six
months' term. D. \V. Glasgow was unanimous
ly chosen chief and was empolyered to select
two assistants. Still, it was not until the fol
lowing September that a fire engine was pro
cured and placed in commission. It was not
long after the organization of the company be
fore its necessity was fully realized, eYen before
the engine had been procured. June r 7th ~Ic

Gowan Brothers' hardware store was burned,
entailing a loss of $r 2,000, cO\'ered by insur
ance to the amount of $7, roo. The Times
said: "The town escaped destruction by a
very narrow margin. The burned building \\'as
surrounded on all sides by frame structures, and
but for the efficient \york of the newly organ
ized company the greater part of the tOlm
\yould surely ha\'e gone up in smoke."

This narrow escape resulted in much good
in accelerating the procurement of suitable
equipment for the fire company. The sum of
$500 was raised by popular subscription "'ith
\\'hich to purchase apparatus and to this sum the

town council added $15°. On May r, r 895. oc
curred one of the most serious fires that had vet

•

occurred in Da \'enport, resulting in the loss of
!I\'O Rosenquest residences and the one of H.
H. Plough, The total loss was abvut $3.400
cO\'ered by $2,400 insurance. This fire was fol
lowed two weeks later by another, which dis
troyed the city mills causing a loss of about
$5,000, with insurance of $2,500. \V. L Tur
ner's residence burned about this time entailing
a loss of between $2,000 and $3,000.
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An event of great importance to the town of

Davenport took place during the year 18¢.
This was the construction of a wagon road
from this town to the Cedar Canyon mine in
Ste\'ens county. The citizens of Davenport
subscribed money for. the road, and in May
contracts were' let for beginning the work.
These rich mines of Cedar Canyon "'ere pro
ducing large quantities of ore and by the enter
prise of Davenporfs citizens in building the
road this was brought here for shipment and
has resulted in considerable financial benefit to
the business men of the place. Unusual acti\'
ity in the building line was witnessed during the
autumn of 1896. The prospect of securing the
removal of the county seat from Sprague \vas
the principal cause of business re\'ivaL In Xo
vember the city council decided to erect a jail
consistillg of 1\\"0 stories, the lower one to be
utilized as a city lockup and the upper one for
council chambers, .At this period every dwell
ing house in Davenport was occupied, and there
were inqui ries every day .from new arrivals in
to\vn for this line of accommodation, \Vhile

•
some hasty building ,,'as done the season ,,'as
too far advanced for any immediate relief to
these house seekers, and it became a serious
question how the influx of population incident
to the to\m's ne,,' relationship \vas to be pro
\'ided for.

A. financial panic succeeded the fe\'erish
boom of 1892. There was a season of depres
sion from 1893 until 1897, al~d during these
inten'ening years the people of Da\-enport ,,'ere
attempting to successfully soh'e the puzzle of
"ho\v to get something to eat." Little time or
inclinatiun had thev to devote much attention

"
to building enterprises. Still, Davenport did
not suffer.from this backset to so great an ex
tent as other less eligibly located to\\"1lS, True,
business dragged to a certain extent. and it was
a struggle for all classes of business men to
keep their heads above water. And \'et from

"
year to year marked additions ,,'ere made to the
young city.

The town entered upon the year 1897 under
most favorable conditions. Future prosperity
seemed assurred, \Vhile no sensational prog.
ress was made in a business sense during 1!l96,
there was considerable advancement in the line
of growth and material development, much
improvement in trade and a better, stronger
feeling' existed among all classes of business
men. The first day of January, 1897, found
nearly e\'ery house in town occupied and an
increasing demand for more.

For several weeks fullowing the remO\'al oi
the county records from Sprague to Davenport
the most absorbing question among the busi·
ness men and citizens generally was the loca·
tion of the court house building, a topic by no
means original ur unique. Apparently a mao
jority of the citizens favored a location on the
north side of the main street, although some de·
sired it placed on the south side. This matter
,,'as decided finally by the county commission·
ers, on Tuesday night, February 7th, by a se·
lection of a location on the north side on the
block deeded by the citizens of Davenport.
Concerning this temporary division of opinion
the Lincoln COUllty Times said:

"Excitement ran high Sunday afternoon,
and the commissioners themselves were, appar'I
ently, undecided what to do up to the time oi
taking final action. It was reported that they
\vere fa\'orable to the south side location. and
those friendlY to the other side. who were Ihe

•

dominating element in town, began to bestir
themseh-es to prevent the location going south.
In the e\'ening, between 8 and 9 o'clock, aiter
the commissioners had met to take final action,
a meeting of the north side advocates was called
in Turner & Plough's old store room to derise
some means of prevailing on the commissioners
to adopt the originally proposed site in Colul11'
bia Addition. This meeting had been called

. t
to order for some time and several pronJlllell

I citizens had expressed themselves qUIte "igor
ously, when some one came in and ~lnollnced
that the commissioners were writing out an or-
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der for the location of the court house on block
Columbia Addition. This announcement

94. 'f d h hwas greeted with VOCI erous an earty c etrs,
and the gathering filed out the door and down.. ,
the street to the comnUSSlOners room to ex-
press their approval of the action taken:

"The chief worker for the south sIde was
P. W. Dillon, and had he been supported by an
equal number of the town's people would, in
all probability, have made a successful fight,
for the commissioners themselves, personally,
favored a location nearer the depot."

.-\s a result of abundant crops and the re
turn of prosperous times throughout the coun
try Davenport, in the fall of 1897, assumed a
thrittv. indeed, a jocund air. The merchants..
all conducted an extensive business. Not since
the palm)" days of '89 and '90 had there been
such a volume of ready cash in circulation.
EYerybody, from the capitalist down to the Si
\I'ash who sawed wood or refused to saw
\\"ood-was prosperous and happy.•

The opening of war with Spain awakened
a commendable patriotic spirit in Davenport,
and this sentiment animated all classes of citi
zens. In :May, 1898, it was decided to organ
ize a battery of light artillery, and, acco~ding

1y, a tormal petition was forwarded to Gover
nor Rogers and Adjutant General Ballaine ask
mg to be mustered into the state militia. En
rollment papers were at the Big Bend drug store
and many signers signified bv their acts their
• •
mtention. or desire, to become members of this
organization. If it was impossible to sen'e as
members ot a battery the signers declared their
entire \\"illingness to serve as infantrymen. The
Company was organized Saturday, May ;;28,
the tollowing officers being elected: Captain,
J ]. Sargellt; First Lieutenant, Henry G. An-
der'on' S d L' .. ,econ leutenants, C. H. McCourt,
]. A, Prudhomme; First Sergeant, Patrick
Corbett· CIS" a or ergeant, O. T. Oswalt. It was
deCided t . . .o orgamze as lIght artillery, but to
serve as' . .

mtantry If necessary, to be included in
the next II fca or troops. A few days later the

adjutantcgeneral authorized the company to be
mustered in as infantry. The company drilled
twice a week. And thus Davenport for the
first time became represented in the military;
service of the United States.

,

One of the most destructive fires in Daven-
port's history broke out early Thursday, morn
ing, September 8, 1898, a conflagration which
licked up a number, of business houses on Har
ker street. The ominous cry of "fire!" aroused
the slumbering population and after the first
alarm was given the cry was quickly taken up,
and within a few moments people of both sexes
came pouring down to the scene of destruction
from eyery direction. The sky was illuminated
by fierce flames which covered the roofs and
came streaming down out of the windows and
doors of the wooden buildings adjacent to Will
iam Finney's large brick store. Rapidly the fire
spread from one wooden shack to another, al
though scarcely a breath of air was stirring ex
cept that created by the flames themselves. It

, .

was difficult to tell in which of the wooden build-
ings the fire had originated, for flames swept
over two or. three of them almost simultaneous
ly, but it was subsequently learned that the ini
tial point had been in the Dale house, a frame
building next to Mr. Finney's store. Within a
very few moments following the alarm the fire
engine was placed in position down by the
creek which flows along Spring street, south
and back of the row of wooden structures fac
ing on Harker street. Here the fire had se
cured great headway. From the first it was ap
parent that none of the wooden buildings could
be saved, and for awhile it looked as though
the entire business portion of the town must be
swept away.

Had a stiff breeze prevailed it would not
have beCfn possible for the volunteer firemen,
with the appliances at hand, to have saved a
single building along Harker. or Morgan streets.
Fortunately scarcely a breath of air was stir
ring, and what little there was came from the
north, the most favorable quarter. The store

•
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house and oil room back of the Finney block
was soon a mass of flames. The rear door
leading into the store burned out and flames
'were immediately communicated to the interior.
In less than an hour after the alarm had been
sounded the entire structure \Yas reduced to a
mass of smouldering ruins. The sheds in the
rear of Millis' store and the adjoining stores
fed the flames, and from here they seized upon
the windo\Y and door frames in the rear of the
bank and other brick buildings. The efforts of
the firemen \Yere then directed entirely to the
work of preventing the destruction of the brick
block west, along Morgan street, from the
bank. There was no lack of willing hands and
\Yater was laid on the superheated brick walls
with good effect. Valuable service was also
rendered by the bucRet brigade. Streams of
\Yater were poured from the back windo\\'s and
along the roof. By I :30 the volunteers had the
fire well under control. Its onward march east
across Harker street was checked bv heroic,

effort, although the large plate glass windows
in the Hooper block were shattered. Thus the
fire was confined to the wooden buildings south
along Harker street. The only brick building
destroyed was the large store of William Fin
ney. The frame structures destroyed were the
Dale House, John Hanson's barber shop. the
Oleson restaurant, and the saloon building oc
cupied by Ellsworth Shaw.

During the porgress of this fire men and
\vomen were constantly employed transporting
goods across the street from the brick store
buildings, and some damage resulted from
breakage. The grocery store of H. D. Barber
and the millinery store of Miss Mary Moore
were destroved. There were a number of nar-- .

row escapes and one man was so badly burned
that it was feared he would not recover. The
unfortunate man, Samuel Koehn, \Yas a tailor
in the employ of Daniel Delin. He attempted
to find his way down the stairway which was
was full of flames and smoke. He rushed
through it all.making his escape with great dif-

ficulty. He had been assisted out of his rOOl1l
by T. Larson, a carpenter, who heard him in
side trying to make his way out. Mr. Larson
was, also, badly burned about the face and head.
Mrs. Mahet, the proprietor of the house, escaped
with her child by jumping out of the top win
dow at the rear of the building. A number oi
others made similar escapes with scarcely a
stitch of clothing.

Following are the losses not covered by in
surance: Dale House, owned by William Fin
ney, $2,000; Oleson restaurant, owned by J u(lge
Small, $600; E. Shaw, saloon, $600.

Follo\\'ing are the losses of those carrying
insurance, the amounts being the amount oi
insurance paid by the companies: William Fin,
ney & Company, $11,650; E. Shaw, $500: ~L

Millis, $636.50; H. D. Barber, $419.35; Man
Moore, $57; G. T. Logsdon, $6.50; S. Kruger.
$75; Maria A. Wainwright, $235; Mrs. E. G.
Wilson, $564; C. R. Petrie, $76; H. \y

Knapp, $78~ H. C. Keedy, $289.
Following this disaster the city council e;,

tablished a fire limit consisting of all of blocks
78 to 79, inclusive, and the south half of blocks
80 and 83, inclusive, of Morgan's Addition.
This limit included the blocks between Morgan
and Spring streets from the town hall to the
Times office, on the south side of Morgan
street, and half the blocks on the north side oi
Morgan street,

Despite the fact that considerable building
was done in the summer, of 18gB, there \\'as a
dearth of living houses and many who \\ollid
have moved to town could 110t do so owing to
lack of accommodations. The destruction b\
fire of the Dale House deprived many of a
place of residence. During the summer months
several families made their homes in' tents.

More rapid advancement in business condi·
tions was made in the young town. during the
year 1898 than ever before in its history. T!le
sun of prosperity that had kissed the bountl tlll

h larkwheat fields had, also, shone through t e [
cloud of depression and gladdened the hearts
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of all. It was a season of magnificent croP$
and the han·est inspired confidence and awak
eneu nell' hopes in almost every family. The
pulse of trade was quickened, investments were
encouraged and the season was one of general
reril'al and convalescence from a low, financial
icrer. Commenting upon these favorable con
ditions the Lincoln County Times said:

"In this fortunatelY located little city it is
el·iuent in the renewal of building, the appear
ance of new faces in the streets, and a more
cheerful disposition among the old residellts
that all are hopeful of the future. This growth
oi population has necessitated the construction
of new business houses and the building of
numerous residences, many of them handsome
and substantial homes. The example of those
II"ho first started building last spring was a
spur to others to follow, resulting in a wonder
iul grolrth in the place.

''It would simply be impossible to enumer
ate separately all the buildings erected in Dav
enport during 1898. "!\0 portion of the town
has suffered neglect. On enry hand can be
seen el·idence of this rapid grO\vth. The total
amount of money invested in these improve
ments foots up to thousands of dollars. On
~lorgan street three handsome brick buildings
were added to the business blocks, two of them
erected by David Wilson and one by Dr. "'hit
ney. Ole Hair also put up a large and very
neat brick block on Sixth street. During the
year the secret societies completed the two
Story auditorium at the corner of Ninth and
Morgan streets. This is . a very creditable
structure, and supplies a long felt want in the
nature of a public hall. The public school has
been enlarged by a new addition that in its di
mensions is about the size of theorginal build
mg. But it is in the number of new residences
that Da I'enport excelled during 18g8, far sur
passltlg the record of any previous year. Fully
fifty new residences were constructed durinO"
~he season. Among these were homes bui);
y Fred Hulsman, H. N. Martin, David Wi1-

son, J. B. Pershall, Mr. Earls, Mrs. Rogen:, H.
H. Hulton and C. E. Weyland.

The militia company organized in the spring
of 1898 disbanded before the second call for
volunteers was made. \Vord was received from
the authorities at Olympia in August that a
company from Davenport could be mustered
into state sen' ice. Preparations were at once
made for the forming of a battery, and \Ned
nesday e\'ening, September 13th, the company
consisting of 28 members, was mustered in as
Battery A, by Captain Lyons, of Spokane. Fol
lowing were the officers and members of the
company:

Captain, H. G. Anderson; First Lieutenant,
O. T. Oswalt; Second Lieutenant, Frank Dal
lam, Jr.; Sergeant, Emil Graf; Color Bearer,
J. J. Sargent; George Bertonerer, J alek Hop
kins, Roy Millis, Stephen Jayne, Antone
Kotsch, Charles Smith, Fred S. Knapp, John
H. Snyder, M. W. Miller, James A. Redick,
Ira B. Hyatt, Louie D. Todd, Lee Moore, T.
Jayne, R. P. :Moore, E. D. McDonneIi, J. \Y.
Gibson, W. Kennedy, Stephen O'Leary, H, S.
Omacht, H. L. Perry, T. Goodlad, T. R. Jayne.

The adjutant general issued a general order
consigning the \'arious military companies of
the state to organized regiments. The Second
Regiment \vas composed of Company A, at
Spokane; B at Colfax; C at Goldendale; D at
Walla \Valla; E at Spokane; F at Yakima; G
at Garfield, and Battery A., Light Artillery. at
Davenport. The Davenport boys were also at
tached to the First Battalion of the Second
Regiment, \\,ith Companies A, E, and G, the
Spokane and Garfield warriors, commanded by
Captain E. \V. Lyons. of Spokane. In Janu
ary, 1899, the Davenport Company was sup
plied with arms. The battery was one in name
only, as the organization was armed and
equipped as an infantry company, having
Springfield rifles.

Saturday, July 2, 1899, a special election
was held in Davenport for the purpose of voting
on a proposition to issue bonds for establishing
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a system of water works. There were 239 votes
registered. Ko great interest was manifested
and only 176 votes were cast. Of these 132
were favorable to the proposition and 44 against
the same. These bonds were sold and in Au
gust work was commenced on the plant.

Battery A. of Davenport, left on Saturday,
November 4, 1899, for Seattle to participate in
the welcome extended to the members of the
First Washington Volunteer regiment on its
return from the Philippines. The battery was
in charge of Captain Henry Anderson and ,
First Lieutenant Richard Oswalt. Forty-two
members of the battery took part in the excur-

•
sIan.

Davenport's new system of water works
was placed in operation Saturday, December 9,
1S99. This was the consummation of tll'O
years of exertion. Several propositions had
been considered by the city authorities and there
had been some lively skirmishing over the prop
osition. It had been at last decided that the
municipality should 0\\"11 the plant. L pan
reaching the next step was to decide upon the
source of supply. Several sources were exam
ined, but the one finally selected was that
known as the "lower spring," which II'as pur
chased from C. C. May for $1,000. The town
at last secured a small system, but a good one
which promises to meet all requirements. The
construction of the system is such that its ca- I
pacity may be increased and the pipes extended
at any time. i

The year 1899 was but a continuation of I
IB98 in the matter of improvements of a per- I

manent nature. Two handsome brick blocks IIwere erected during this year and many resi- i,
dences. A conservative estimate places the :

!

value of improvements for 1899 at $100,000.
June 9, 1900, a school election was held at
which it was voted to bond the district for $20.
000, the sum of $15,000 to be applied to the I

erection of a new school building, and $5.000 to
pay indebtedness, The \'ote was 187 for; 78
against. In December, 1900, the new high

school building was completed as a cost of about
$16,000. During the winter of 1900-1 Daren_
port was visited by smallpox in the prel'ailing
mild form. Public schools were closed and
public gatherings of all kinds were discontinUed
for a short period. Twenty-one buildings were
erected in 1900 at an estimated cost of .$40,000.
Tuesday evening, October 22, 19°1, the Dar
enport Commercial Club was organized, a bodr
\I·hich has accomplished much on the lines oj
betterment of the town and the. settlement [oi
the surrounding country. C. E. Meyers was
the original president, and A. 'vV. Turner, yice
president; F. \V. Anderson, treasurer, E. L.
Spencer, secretary.

In ?\()\'ember, 19°1, the militia companr
was disbanded. For some time previous the
company had existed as an independent organi
zation, not being assigned to any regiment. The
muster out II'as made by Lieutenant Jolm Kin
zie, X. G. \\'., and the arms and equipments of
Battery :\ were shipped to Olympia.

Concerning municipal illumination the Lill
eo"/ COlll/ly Times of March 13, 1903, said:

"The town of Davenport was illuminated
?I'Ionday, :\Iarch 9th for the first time \rith
electric lights. The last piece of machinery Iras
placed in position and the last connection Iras
made about 3 o'clock in the afternoon, when
the s\I'itch was turned on, the same instant a
bright light beaming forth from each lamp in
the city. ?\ot the slightest difficulty occurred
and everything worked with complete and es'
act precision from the start. The electric light
plant has been delayed to a late day, consider
ing the town's size, but it is one of the latest
impro\'ed plants inexistence, and it has many
adl'antages not' offered in any city supplied at

an earlier date."
Saturday evening, June 20, 1903, the IOlrn

was scorched with one of the hottest blazes iI1

its history. At 5 o'clock p. m., flames broke out
from the roof of the old M irfor office, corner
of Spring and Harker streets. More than half

<\11a gale was blowing from the southwest. .
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I tt ·tl·])le matter was as dryas tinder, andcuIll J ,:,

\\'ithin the space of a few moments the entire
building was a mass of smoke and flames.
I-:ext to this building stood a Chinese laundry,
formerlv the Cameron saloon; then the Tripp
livery barn; next the old store building owned
by]. H. Nicholls, and last the little building
olvned by the Bowers Brothers, which was
practically <Iestroyed. The manner in which the
fire boys fought the flames was deserving of the

•
highest commendation. The last stand was
made at the Bowers residence where there was
a desperate fight between man and the devour
ing element. Although the firemen were pro
tected by coats and wet blankets several of them
were badly scorched. The Tripp Ii"ery stable
was filled with horses and rigs, but the animals
and almost everything in the building was
saved, yet the flames swept through it so sud
denlv that the escape of two or three men who

• •

were working in the loft were cut off, and they
were compelled to jump through the ,,·indows.
This was the largest and best building in the
row. The large O'Leary residence on the brow
oi the hill above where the fire was raging was
ablaze at one time and was saved only by des
perate efforts.'

The heaviest loss fell to .T. L. Tripp, who
OIrned the livery barn, occupied by the Brink
Brothers, valued at about $4,000, on which only
$500 insurance was carried. The old Mirror
building was owned by Mr. Breslauer and was
valued at $400, insurance, $250. The laundry
owned by Fred Lauer was valued at $600, no
insurance. The Chinaman lost several hun~

(lrd (Iollars worth of fixtures. J. H. Nicholls
lost $500 or $600, no insurance. The fire or
iginated from fire-crackers with which some
boys Irere playing in the Mirror building. The
buildings destroyed were the first erected in the
tOM of Davenport. ,They formed the original
town. and w'ere built by]. H. Nicholls and
Robert Cameron in 1881-2.

In Xovember 101"\3 Davenport became am-b' .' , ,,~,

lllOllS to be advanced to a town of the Third

Class. A town of this class is divided into
wards and is entitled to seven· councilmen and
all its officers become elective. The first re
quirement is that the town must contain a popu
lation of not less than 1,500. Tuesday, Decem
ber 8th, an election was had in accordance with
.a petition which had been circulated by Louie
Todd, and the vote was 132 for, and 4, against
advancement. A census of the town was sub
sequently taken by Enumerators Todd and
Donahue who found a population of 1,616, an
increase of over 50 per cent since the census of
1900· The result placed Davenport in the
Third Class.

The first secret society organized in Daven
port was that of the Odd Fellows, in 18&}, with
eleven members. The Masonic Lodge was or
ganized the same year, with a membership of
seventeen. In the spring of 1890 the Knights
of Pythias organized with a membership of
thirty-five. The succeeding order was the
Good Templars who perfected an organization
in December, 1891, its initial membership being
twenty. At present the fraternal societies of
Dannport are: Columbia Lodge No. 56, De
gree of Honor; Excelsior Lodge No. 246, 1.
O. G. T.; Davenport Lodge No. 64, 1. O. O.
F.; Loyal Americans; Davenport Lodge No.
55, A. O. U. W.; Arcadia Lodge No. 58, A. F.
& A. M.; Lincoln Tent No. 62, K. O. T. M.;
Davenport Chapter No. 25, R. A. M.

Davenport was the home of the first church
organized between Spokane and' the Columbi"
ri,·er. It ,vas the First Presbvterian and \Va,•
instituted in the fall of 1884, chiefly through
the efforts of H. H. McMillan. During five
years Mr. McMillan labored as its pastor, hold
ing services in the public school building. In
1889 a building was erected. Sunday, Decem
ber 14,.1902, this handsome edifice was dedi
cated. It cost $10,126. Today Davenport is
represented by the following congregations:
Baptist, .German Lutheran, Catholic, Presby·
terian, Christian, First German M. E., First M.
E., St. Luke's Protestant Episcopal.
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In December, 1903, the public schools of
,Davenport had outgrown the then commodi
ous school building.

Davenport is a town iIi. which much atten
tion has been given to the planting of trees,
cultivating lawns, and otherwise beautifying
homes. The result of such commendable h
bors is a beautiful transformation, and the many
examples thus set will, 'doubtless, be follo\\'ecl
by others who may succeed the present genera-

•

tion. The first impression of the visitor to
Davenport, and after a casual glance about, is
that it is a town of churches and schools, for ir!
every part of the town are to be seen those em
blems of civilization. The churches are large
and are modern.in style and appointment. The
high school building, constructed of white
pressed brick, is the largest and finest structure
in the county. Davenport is the educational
center of the Big Bend, and students come frJ11i

the surrounding country to attend the schOl'ls,
their graduates being accepted in al1 the hightt
institutions of learning throughout the statc.
There are two commodious meeting places for
public assemblages, the Auditorium and Arm.
ory hall. The Auditorium is equipped with tl;~

necessary scenery to accommodate drama~jc cn.
tertainments of all classes, and Armory hall
serves for general entertainments. Da veli[Jor;
is the trade center for a vast territory, supply.
ing the country beyond the Columbia river. a
distance of over 30 miles. A large per cent 0:
the Cedar Canyon mines in Stevens c[-umy

finds its outlet through this city. There are
two banks in the town" about a dozen grQ(wr
and general merchandise stores, two large ho·
tels, a number of smaller ones, besides an
equally large representation in other lines of
business. Five doctors and ten lawyers are en·
gaged in the practice of their professions.

CHAPTER V.

CITIES AND TOWNS-CONTUiuED.

CRESTON.

One of the most eligibly located towns on
the line of the Central Washington railway is
Creston. It IS situated at the foot of BrO\vn's
Butte, a gently sloping hill, and a prominent
landmark in this locality. It is in the center of
what is known as the Brent's country, one of
the exceptionally rich farming sections of Lin
coln county. The elevation is about 2,500 feet
above sea level. The distance west from Dav
enport is 30 miles. It is surrounded by a wide

-expanse of exceedingly fertile farming coun-
try. The populatio:. is about 450.

Of the country surrounding Creston it may
be said that it varies in a number of particu
lars. There are rocky canyons and "scab"

lands; there is, also, a large area of fanning
land that cannot be surpassed anywhere in the
western country. Especially is this true of
the Brent's country to the north and north·
west. The "lay of the land" is ideal for agri·
cultural purposes; the soil is deep and heavy
and not subj ect to frosts that occasionally in
jure grain farther west; it retains mosture
much better than the lighter soil to the south.
Still, good homes, surrounded with an air of
prosperity are found even in the canyons and
"scab" lands. Creston is, annually, the shipping
point for from 300,000 to 400,000 bushels of.
grain, varying with different seasons. In 1902

Orchard Valley marketed at Creston 8,800
boxes of berries and fruits, realizing $7°,0<)0,
and this, too, at prices .below the average of
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other years, or over $222 per acre for the land
under cultivation.

Creston, so named because of its elevation,
being the highest point on the Central Wash
in!'ton railway came into existence with
"the building of this road in 1889. The

100rnsite was railroad land. In the spring
of J 890 this townsite was platted by
H. S, Huson; the instrument was filed June
23. J890. The original structure was a store
building brought down from Sherman by
Henry Verfurth. In it he opened a small store,
the first mercantile establishment in Creston.
l1r. Verfurth became, also, postmaster when
the gOl'ernment decided to establish an offite
at this point. Nearly synchronous with the ar
ril'al of Mr. Verfurth in the prospective town
came A. H. Hesseltine, who conducted a black
smith shop, and Henry Mangus, the latter be
coming proprietor of the second store. The
Lincoln County Times of May 2, 1890, stated
that Creston contained at that period a depot
building, a hotel, one or two other small struc
tures-"and prospects of some day becoming
a good town." These "prospects" have been
amply fulfilled.

But there was scant prosperity the first five
years to encourage the new comer. The own
ers of the townsite went into bankruptcy; a
receiver was appointed. In the town proper
the population was limited to five or six famil
ies. Creston was up against a dead wall-at
a standstill. Her neighboring towns were ad-

•

vancll1g; some rapidly; others more slowly.
]. J. Dodd is one of the pioneers of Creston.
He settled there in 1893 and began the practice
of law. Not until 1897 did the town of Cres
ton come to the front. It will be remembered
that this was the year of Lincoln county's
"b "umper wheat crop. Then she awakened
:rom a comatose condition new settlers flocked
Into the immediate vicinity, and the village,
keeping pace with its industrial surroundings,
began to grow and thrive. The incciming of
settlers with some capital was akin to Jhe stim-

ulant of rare old wine. New business firms
opened up new establishments. Messrs. PhiliIt
Laber and Daniel \;Yorby were important fac
tors in building up the town during this pros
perous year. Still, it is a strange, puzzling
reflection that Creston should have lain so
long dormant while other tpwns in the county
were forging to the front. But the progress
she has made since awakening from her cat
aleptic condition possesses many e1eme[lts of
surprise. As a dot on the map of the state of
\Vashington Creston dates back to the time of
the founding of a number of other small towns
on the line of the Central Washington rail
road. But as a town entitled to rank as im
portant among the Big Bend communities it
has but few years of history behind it. Less
than four years covers the period of real ex
pansion in Creston. Of course at its inception
the town possessed no hall and no secret so
cieties, except perhaps one or two minor or
ganizations in a moribund condition; it had no
bank; no mill; no prescription drug store; no
furniture emporium-in fact its circle of busi
ness was so incomplete that the trade it should
have supplied with all things needful was
compelled to seek other towns for many
of the necessaries of life, saying nothing
about the luxuries. And while in those "other
towns" the people, of course, purchased many
articles which might have been procured at
Creston had the assortment of goods been
large enough. And thus trade was driven
away solely through lack of a few important
lines of goods. The town had few substantial
dwellings; perhaps half a dozen telephones and
no rival lines. There was not a wind pump
or tank in the village for sprinkling a lawn or
fighting an incipient blaze; there was no news
paper to advertise the town's existence to the

, ' .
outside world.

And this doleful concLition iingered for
years following the platting of Creston. Then
"a change came o'er the spirit" of Creston.
The Puget Sound and Seattle Wheat Compan-



144 HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.
--------.,--------------- --~-

ies erected two large and substantial grain
ware houses in tlle fall of 1900. During the
succeeding few months Laber & \Vorby tripled
the capacity of their building and increased
their building and increased their stock accord
ingly. Hmvie's, now Fox's dry goods store
was added to the business of the town. A
strong lodge of Odd. Fellows was instituted.
A newspaper appeared on the scene, All things
considered there was a transformation of the
mise en scene most agreeable 'and surprising
to the inhabitants of Creston. And this sud
den manifestation of a new spirit in the town
attracted a largely increased trade: stocks of
merchandise increased in volume and assort
me'\1t. The absolute necessity of a hall led to
the organization of the Creston Hall Associa
tion, and the erection of a fine, commodious
auditorium at First and D streets, Before
this was completed the Creston State Bank \\'as
organized and made ready for occupancy .and
business. R. E. Wright's ne\\' pharmacy. one
of the most elaborate in the Big Bend, \\'as
opened beside the new bank. ?l1eanwhile the
family of fraternities had been increased by
the birth of the Rebekah degree lodge. and
lodges 6f the W. O. \'T. and A, F. & .\. ~I.

Then the mill proposition was taken IIp-a
$35,00 plant-the Creston Roller -'fills. \\'as
completed. A large stock of furniture and un
dertaking goods was opened, at present mer
ged in the partnership stock of Foster & Cllll}r
er. Smith & Salter opened a ne\\' stock of
merchandise, the firm subsequently hecoming
Dodd & Salter.' They added a line of farm
machinery and implements. 1\\'0 skilled
blacksrniths an(1 machinists eliminated the ne
cessity of traveling to \Yilbur or Da\'enport
for \\'ork in their line. A new barber shop. an
other meat market, a je\\'eler's and general
repair shop and the head office of a mining
company located in town. The telephone ser
vice increased to nineteen in Septemher, 19°3,
and eighteen in the countrv. .-\t hean' ex-. . '

pense Creston enterprise constructed a \\'agoll

road from the town 25 miles northward into
the rich mineral belt of the "South Hal f" of
Colville Indian reservation and established one
of the best ferries on the Columbia river.

The new movement in home building dot.
ted the town with cottages of the substantial

•
comfortable order. Kearlyall these were built
as homes for new comers to the, practicalh-

, ,
new town, and today rental property is alto-
gether too scarce. \Vithin two years the pop.
ulation of. Creston doubled; the increase beina

"of a most desirable class of people. One new
church was added in 1903, that of the Saints,
and a .\1. E. class (South) was organized.
These 1\\'0, with the older organizations. Pres.
byterians and Baptists, gave the town that
year four religious congregations. And while
these marked impro\'ements were taking place
\\'ithin the city, the territory surrounding ",as
being settled by a well-to-do, hospitable and
\\'ide-;!\\'ake people, loyal to the town ami

proud of t~e country they have de\'elopecl frol11
the nati\'e bunch grass.

In retrospection go. back to the days oi
1889. Then was built the Central' \Vashing,
ton raih\'ay. Creston was only a small trading
point with a postoffice, the "jurisdiction" oi
which extended from the Columbia river to tbe
railroad on the south, with a width of perhap;
ten miles east and ,,'est. \Vriting August i.
190 3. the editor of the Creston NC'lc's said:

"The gro\vth of Creston for several yem
was slo\v. but about t\\'O years ago a new im
petus \\'a"s gi\'en to it, since which time the de
\'elopment has been rapid and substantial. The
population has 'doubled and at the election held
in April there \\'ere IOZ persons entitled to rote
in the to\\'ll. Kew residences have sprung lip
in every C)uarter of the town and of a better
class. and a large amount of rebuilding and im
proving hds been done. New additions hare
heen platted and real estate values have appre·
ciated steadily." .

The only fire of any importance in Creston
occurred February 4, 1902. "It destroyed the
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Sumerlin House, Dr. Lanter's office and the
plant of the Creston News. The lo:ses were.
\\'. B. Sumerlin, house, $600, no Insnrance:
Dr. Lanter, $1,000, insurance, $800; D. F.
Peflly, $440, insurance, $300. Laber & Wor

1)\-'s loss \yas small.
. The town of Creston became known
throughout the length and breadth of the

country in August, 1902, as the home of the
men \\ho captured Outlaw Harry Tracy. This
sensational eyent is treated in a previous chap
ter of the "History of Lincoln County."

Initial steps toward incorporation of Cres
ton \\-ere taken early in the year 1903. A mass

•
meeting \\-as held January 3d, and it was de-
cided to ask the county commissioners to call
an election for the purpose. To this petition
there were 82 signers out of a total of 96 legal
\"(lters in the to\m at the time the petition was
circulated. To this petition the commissioners,
acquiesced and the election was set for April
~. 1903. At this election 86 ,-otes were cast.
Illcorporation carried by a ,'ote of 77 to 6.
The result of the election for city officials re-

o

snlted asfollO\ys: For mayor, .-\. E. Stookey,
79: Councilmen: Patrick Kelly, 78; J. M.
Dungan. 74; E. W. Watson. 77; Philip Laber,
75: E. Zeigler, 74. Treasurer, F ••\. Duncan,
-8I .

At the present writing there are five church
organizations in Creston, viz: Baptists, Pres
hyterians, Catholic, Saints, and :Methodists.
\\"ith the exception of the Methodists all have
church buildings. The fraternal societies are
represented hy the Creston Lodge, No. 123, l\.
F. & 'v. .\1.: Creston Lodge, No. 174. I. O. O.
F.: Creston Star Xo. 132, Rebekah; Creston
Lodge X(\. 37 I. W. O. W.: Blizzard Circle
:"\1), -\-\2. \Y. O. W .. and M.W. A.

:\pril 20, 1904. Frank M. Spain, state or
ganizer for the Retail Grocers' and General
~[erchants' .\ssociation, <::ompleted the organ
IZatHlIl of a local branch of the Inland Retail
Dealers' ,. . t' Th Ii ... h'

.. ","UCla lOn. e rms JOinIng t IS
organlzat'" Ion were: Laber & \Vorby. Jump

10

& Frizzell, Newer & Kiblen, Hough & Glover,
\V. R. Foster, G. W. Sigler, C. F. Jenne, Will
iam Johnson and George B. Rees. Officers
elected were: President, T. F. Frizzell; vice
president, Philip Laber; secretary. E. J. Win
ter; treasurer, G. \V. Sigler.

WILBUR.

One of the most promising and enterpris
ing towns in the Big Bend is \Vilbur. It is
situated in an oblong basin with a small clear
creek running through the center of the town,
and abrupt, basaltic cliffs, not of very great
elel'ation, on the north and south. At one time
this spot was, evidently, a lake; there is still.
marshy land on the east and west ends of the
basin, some distance from the townsite.

In Lincoln county there was no town Ivest
of Davenport prior to the construction of the
Central \Vashington railroad. When this line
became a realitv talk flowed voluminouslv of

• •
other towns, villages and cities in the Big
Bend. "Wild Goose Bill's" place, thirty-eight
miles west of Davenport, was accorded a post
office by the department at \Vashington, D.
c.. and gi"ell the name of \Vilbur, the middle
name of Samuel Wilbur Condin (Wild Goose
Bill.) It was then considered a likely place
ior a to\yn and the future has not disputed the
judgment of the locators. It was on the stage
line from Davenport to the mines In the north
ern part of the state, one day's drive from the
county seat. Therefore, in the spring of 1888
\\'ilbur boasted of a hotel, two stores, two feed
stables, two blacksmith shops, a saloon and a
drug .store. The pioneer merchants of \Vilbur
\yere J. M. Parrish & Company. They opened
a general merchandise store in October.

January I, 1889, \Vilbur contained but six
,

or seven houses.. and was small and insignifi-
cant, indeed, compared with the town of a year
later. Outside of a radius of thirty miles Wil
bur had scarcely been heard of. Those who
made their home in the pla.:e at that time hoped
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not without some doubt and secret misgivings,
to build up a town of modest proportions. That

within a few months it would assume the sub
stantiality and prominence that it did was be
yond their wildest expectations. In February,
1889, Wilbur had three general merchandise
stores, tlYO hotels, one drug store, two feed
stables, two restaurants, one blacksmith and
one butcher shop, one carpenter shop, one sa
loon, and quite a number of comfortable resi
dences_ The town had been platted in April,

188g, by Samuel Wilbur Condin, (Wild Goose
Bill.) In May of that year the building of a
lailroad to \Vilbur had become an assurred
fact. Surveyors were put to work establish
ing a grade through the rocky canyon and
officials high in authority in the Central Wash
ington Company announced, without reserva
tion. that the road was coming to \ ViIbur.
Authenticity ,yas giyen to this information by
the actiYity displayed by railroad officials in
securing interests in the "'ilbur to,vnsite.
:-Iessrs. Huson, Riordan, Ashton and other
members of the Columbia To,Ynsite & Invest

ment Company, composed of parties of the
. "inner circles" of the railroad company. vis
ited \Vilbur and had a conference ,yjth S. \\!.
Condin, O\yner of the \Vilbur to\YI1site, and
Eolland T_Ree,-es. ,,-ho represented :Mr. Con-

•

din. These townsite buyers came prepared to
entertain any proposition :-1r. Condin might
h:\\-e to offer in consideration of the railroa,1
locating a depot at "-ilhl1r. Comlin leit it

clllirely to the gelltlemea to say what the ne,,
rO:ld desired. Their proposition ,,-as one-half

illlerest in the original to\\"Esite and the addi
tion. as ,,-ell as in the proceeds of s:lles made,
:111(1 a like interest in an ullplatted eighty-acre

tract of deeded hnd adjoining. in consideration
of which the road ,Yould locate a depot on the
original to\nlsite before the close of the year.
:\lr. Condin asked for. and recei"ed time to
consider this proposition. and. being materially
aided b,' lot olmers in the nell" town. conclu
ded to accept the terms of the railroad melT.

Thus the management of the Wilbur tOwnsite
passed into the hands of a company of ener

getic men who possessed ample capital and
vim with which to develop the resources of the
.town.

The effect that the certainty of the railroad
coming into town was soon seen in the erection
of new buildings and the inauguration of new
business enterprises in vVilbur. \Ve quote
from the Register of May 25th:

"Notwithstanding the fact that three larae
"saw mills in this vicinity are kept running at

their full capacity the supply of lumber arail
able for immediate use is inadequate to meet
the demands of the many contractors and
builders now engaged in \Vilbur. Five new
buildings have been completed within the past
,,-eek; six more are in course of construction
and lumber is being hauled on to the ground;
for se,-eral others. There is no doubting the
Success of "-ilbur. A grand and glorious iu
ture is already secure."

C. E_ Huson, a brother of the railroad
engineer. soon afterwards arri"ed in \\ilbu;,
and assumed control of the townsite busine;,
for the company.

The first incorporation of .\Vilbur ,,,as Oil

March 25, 1889. This incorporation ,,,as in'
accordance ,yith the Territorial la \\' w!J;cn

prO\-ided for -incorporation of towns by order
of the district court. The district court of the

Fourth Judicial District, sitting at Sprague.
issued a decree incorporating vVilbur and nam
ing municipal officers. The officials appointed

entered upon the discharge of their duties and
the town was under mllllicipal government un
til a decision of the supreme court declared all
such incorporations void. This was aiter the
admission of \Vashington as a State. Numer
ous other towns throughout the state aside
from \Vilbur were thrown out by this sweep
ing decision. N:othing discouraged, howerer,
the citizens went immediately to work to se

cure a lawful incorporation.
June I, 188g, we find in Wilbur business
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houses as follows: Two' hotels, one bakery,

saloons one drug store, four physicians,tll"O . , .
one restaurant, one newspaper, one feed stable,
one barber shop, one meat market, one livery
stable, one millinery store, one furniture store,
one lawyer, two carpenter shops, three black
smith shops, one real estate and loan agency,
one harness store, one land, loan and insurance
agency, and three general merchandise stores,
lI'ell stocked. There were "boom" times in
Februarv and March, 1889. Real estate own-

•

. ers and agents were jubilant. Although forty
acres of ground had been platted the previous
fall Wilbur first sprung into prominence early
this year. June 7th the Register said:

"The boom has struck Wilbur. A class of
enterprising, rustling young men came here in
the months of February and March joining
the fell" others already located. A dozen build
ings \yere all that could be counted on the
to\msite of forty acres. Invigorated by the
hreezes of spring, with all hands joined, those
haying the destiny of Wilbur in their keeping
\rent conscientiously to work to carry out a
glorious future for their foundling. \Vhen it
was announced that the Central \Vashington
snrreyors were in the field our people were up
and stirring. Nothing was left undone to se
cure the entrance of that road to \Vilbur. \Vhen
the 'officials of the company visited the town
to definitely decide the matter thev were met
i,,' a liberal spirit by the townsite' proprietor.

. Condin, and the people of \Vilbur. The result
is before vou."

•

The following summer of 1889 was one of
gre1t activity. The ring of the hammer and
the hum of the saw were heard throughout
~\e length and breadth of the townsite. June'
Ith the Register editorially remarked:

"In scarcely three months the half dozen
structures have increased imtil the numerous
and substantial buildings in Wilbur 'proclaim
the dime' f: .. nSlons 0 a large Village. The volum-
!Ilous stocks of goods and the characters of her
business . .men give satisfactory assurance to the

stranger that Wilbur already is a business
city."

The result of this activity on the real es-
• •

tate market was marvellous. Cautious and ex-
perienced dealers swarmed into Wilbur .and an
excellent class of business men with capital
came to the new town and expressed a deter
mination to invest and settle. Town property
was immediately in great demand and as this
became daily more and more scarce, prices ad
vanced until lots that a couple of months earl
ier could have been purchased for $150 could
not be bought on June 1st for $1,000. Speak
ing of the rapid rise in town lots during the
space of one week the Register said: "Th~

started in at $450 per lot last Saturday, ad
vanced to $650 Tuesday, and as we go to press,
(Friday) for a fifty-foot lot on Main street
$800 is refused. Lots on Railroad avenue,
Cole, Knox and Ann streets have experienced
an advance of about 400 per cent. on their
price two months ago."

Although \iVilbur's hotel accommodations
at this time were by no me~ns meagre, the rush
to the new to\\"n was such that they proved in
sufficient. K 0 pretentious buildings were
erected by townsite speculators and "boomers"
for the purpose of unloading property, to re
main forever empty, useless monuments of
false pretense, but day by day and week by
week during the summer and fall of 1889, the
growth and development of \Vilbur went stead
ily on. In company with every town which
comes into existence with the building of a
railroad, Wilbur, for a few months, suffered
from the "tough'" element. The great army
of "grafters" and disreputable people who are
drawn to such towns like the magnet to the
pole, were in \Nilbur, and made their presence
disagreeably felt. But subsequently there was
a sifting out of these characters by the law
abiding people, and they gradually passed away
to more congenial fields. .

October 1st the roadbed had been com
pleted; the track was laid into Wilbur,an
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event oi the utmost importance in the history
of thi" t,'wn. .\nd the arri\-al of the railroad

\\'a" the "ignal for renewed activity in build
ing operatilms: "The railroad ha,,; reached \\'il
bur" \\'as the talismanic word that hnlllght ne\\'
enterprises to the town. From far and near
throughout the Big Bend country attention
was attracted to "\Vilbur on the plains'" ,\1
though the arrival of the road had been thor
oughly discounted by anticipation, the most
sanguine little thought that it would calise the
stir and bustle that it did. A bank was or
ganized, a mill started, a stage line was estab
lished to the Okanogan mining country. a new
hotel was built and new enterprises by the score
were placed on foot. Only the scarcity of lum
ber retarded building operations. but despite
this fact most gratifying progress was made,

In December, r888, the to\ms of -Wilbur
and ,\lmira were "unknO\\'Il, unhonored and
unsung'" They came into existence within a
few months subsequently. ho\ve\'er, and they
are entirely \\'orthy of the great, goaheaditive
west. Of _course the construction of the Cen
tral \Vashington rdad \\'as the raison d' ('Ire

of their being, and the initial point of their ca
reers. \Yilbur. especially, has grown with re
markable rapidity, But they are both flourish
ing to\\'llS oi -Lincoln county and both places
contain many large business establishments,
lively populations and most excellent prospects
of continued prosperity, \\'ilbur's first board
of trade \\'as organized Saturday. January 25.
r89o, On the list of members some iortv,
names were enrolled_ Great interest lIas man
ifested by the organization in the advancement
of the tOIVll along industrial and commercial
lines, The officers of the board were: D_
Fitch, president: H, A, Johnson, vice pre3i·
dent; G. X, Portman, treasurer; E, F, Benson,
secretary; P, D, Oliphant, assistant secretarv,

•

It is alleged that, while many acknowledged
the beneficent influence of the new board. hali
the work done by it was not credited to it, Still
here are some of the actualities which it ac-

I
I LlIlJ1

l
Plis

S
hed: It &im~arted ad.life-gJC\:ing impetus

to t le torage • rorwar mg ompan)' (In,
corporated) which erected a commodious store
house neat the depot; it had printed and dis-
trilmted thousands of papers and circulars that
were the means of attracting considerable at,
tention, capital and some immigration to the
place; it was through their untiring efforts
that tlle Columbia River Milling Company was
induced to locate in Wilbur, and this in itseli
shows more to its credit than any accomplish,
ment of any other similar organization in east,
ern \Vashington.

By the spring of r890 \Vilbur had g1'(JIII1

to a town of no little importance in the Big
Bend country, Since the advent of the railroad
its growth had been considerable and in the
amount of business done ranked well up Irith
the other towns along the line, Let us go hack
to :'londay, April 28th, and visit this toml ill
company with that bright newspaper mall_
Frank M. Dallam. This is how Wilbur ap'
peared to him at that time:

",\ great change has taken place in "-ii,
bur during the past tI\'O years. Just lIl'O l'eJr,

I ago, while on the Ilay to the miues, Ire r;xlt
dOll'1l the hill into '\Vild Goose Bill's' ranch,
as it was then generally known. About rhree
or four houses of very primiti ve design OWl'

pie:! the flat. It was an oasis to us them ior
Il'e \\"Cre weary of pounding a saddle for tlr"
days and glad to see any kind of a shelter. lIe

i
: I\ere not prepared to see the change that h',;
I been \\'rought \"ithin so shurt a time. the Willi

of the aell'ent of a railruad, .\ person sentre, a
fine I'iew of the place cnmin<T in from the e,H, II;'" ,
lookinO' directl)' d()\\'n UI)un the t, 'IYl], tltt

'" --I
w1Jole place can he taken in at a glance, II I-

bur presents a very attractive appearance iJ\l1ll

the cars, It is concentrated, as it c,mld not
very wel1 otherwise be and, from a distance
looks compactly built. ' The newness of tlte
buildings has not had time to wear off, and one
understands at once that the town is the crea'
tion of a few months. Having hali an hour;
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leisure. the result of traveling on an extra
freight, we sauntered over the business portion
oi the tOWIl. A nearer inspection shows many
gaps to /ill in to make the streets solidly built
up. hut the people are hopeful and there is no
«)<1<1 reason why a much larger growth is not
"l

pos.,ible. The town is laid out uniformly with
R(l(,<1. Iride streets. A spasmodIc effort has
heen made to put down sidewalks, but some
oi the property owners faltered in the good
\rork. ~Iost of the business buildings are
Jarg'e and creditable structures, and show that
the o\rners have el'ery confidence in the place,
or they Irotlld not put so much money in per
manent improvements. The stores, of which
nerr branch of trade is represented from the

•

hank to the htlckster shop, carry large stocks,
anri irol11 \\11at we could learn are doing a
<T"ori business. Like other towns along the lineb

\\'ilhur is feeling the influence of hard times
and rery little building is now in progress.
HOlrel'er, we believe this is only temporary
and before fall we expect the place will enjoy
a c\ll1siderably increasc;d growth. A large
amount of freight is shipped from here to the
mines. which is a great advantage to the
t

.,oll'n. '

Wilbur had a serious time in securing in
corporation. '''''e have seen how the first act

•

oi incorporation was thrown out by action of
the supreme COtlrt when the Territory joined
the sisterhood of states. There were other dis
appointments in store for the ambitious town.
.-\ petition for the re-incorporation of \Vilbur
lI'as presented to the board of county commis
sioners in the 'spring of 1890. 'It was signed
by ninety-eight legalized voters. The peti
tIoners claimed that there was at that time a
population of 350. The following was spread
upon the record of the commissioners: '

. In the matter of the petition for the incorporation
~' the town of Wilbur, the prayer of thc petition was
,ranted, and the boundaries of said proposed incorpora
lion fixed on the followin... lines, to-wit: Commencing
at the h -"

. nort east corner of the south west quarter of
sectIon 8 h'., towns Ip 26. north of range 33, E.' W. M.;

running thence west one-half mile to northwcst corner
of said southwest quarter, thence south one-quarter mile
to the northeast corner of the southeaS'l quartcr of the
southeast quarter of section 7. township and range
aforesaid; thence west one-half mile to the northwest
corner of southwest quarter of southeast quarter of said
section 7; thence north one-quarter mile to the north
east corner of the southwest Quarter of said section 7;
thence west J4 mile to the northwest corner of northeast
quarter of southwest quarter of said section 7; thence
south one mile to southwee;-t corner of southeast quarter
of northwest quarter of s.ection 18, said town and
range; thence cast three-quarters of a mile to the
southeast corner of northeast quarter, said section 18;
thence north one-half mile to northeast corner said
s'ection 18; thence east one-half mile to southeast corner
of southwest quarter of section 8: thence north one
half mile to place of beginning.

The number of inhabitants in said described bound
aries are found to be 350, and the hoard hereby orders
and appoints the following election officers: John
ThomS'OD. inspector: R. D. Reardan, nell Hart, j l1dges.. '

A mass meeting of voters was held to nom
inate candidates for town officers to be voted
for at the time of the incorporation election.
It was decided to place two tickets in the field
by the same convention. And these candidates
were named: Mayor, Dr. J. P. Tamiesie,
John Thomson; Treasurer, John Thomson, H.
A. Johnson; Councilmen, H. A. Johnson, J.
M. Parrish, P. Lyse, A. H. Maddock, M. E.
Hay, J. H. Robertson. S. Britton. W. H. Coch
rane, D. R. Cole and P. D. Oliphant. T,he
election .was held Saturday, May 24th. The
result was a unaliimous vote for incorporation.
The vote, however, was light, many of the citi
zens being engaged on contract work away
from home, principally at Coulee City. Inter
est was added to this election by the number
of tickets in the field, as well as by the attempt
of certain 'non-residents to cast ballots. The
following vote was cast: For' incorporation,
62; against incorporation, 0. For mayo!" A.
H. Madtlock, 37; Dr. J. P. Tamiesie, 33. For
treasurer, G. G. Stambaugh, 55. For coun
cilmel}: J. M. Parrish, 69; P. Lyse, 66; W.
H. Cochrane, 6o; H. A. Johnson, 58; S. Brit-
ton, 42. , ,

But still incorporation was not a fact. The
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following excerpt from the proceedings of the
county commissioners explains the condition:

The board proceeded to eanyass the election returns
of the town of Wilbur for incorporation, and being well
advised in the premises, ordered the same laid over
for future consideration, assigning the following reason,
to-wit: The board of county commisS"ioners of Lincoln
county, \Vashington, make this statement of their rea
sons for declining to issue an order incorporating the
town of Wilbur, though the vote of the citizens of the
proposed town was unanimously in favor of such in
corporation. When the board met on the first Monday
after the election, viz: May 26, '1890, it appeared that
an error had been made in the election notices, in
this', that the notices included in the boundaries of the
proposed town territory that was outside of, and not in
cluded in the boundaries of said town as prayed for in
the petition for incorporation; wherefore the board
concluded that this error was fatal to a legal incor
poration of the town of Wilbur, and for this reason
alone declined to issue the order for its incorporation.

This ukase of the board of county commis
sioners was met by energetic counter action.
An appeal for relief was at once made to the
superior court. \\'ith the result that the follow
ing mandate to correct the notices of election
was issued:
"State of \Vashington. in the Superior Court

of Lincoln County, holding terms at Spra
gue; V/allace Mount, Judge:

"In the matter of the incorporation of the
town of \Vilbnr. Order to correct an omis
sion in the election returns. It appearing upon
affidavit of A. H. Maddock in the matter of
the incorporation of the town of \Vilbur that
an error had been made in the publication of
the names and that the official ballots \\'ere not
prepared. the board of county commissioners

•

are hereby required to correct such error. or
show cause why the same should not be cor
rected at my chambers on the 5th day of Au
gust, 1890. at ten o'c1ock in the morning.
Dated this August 4th, 1890."

The same day the board made the correct
ion and the town was duly incorp0rated as a
town of the fourth class. The following were
declared elected the first officers of the tomI:

A. H. Maddock, mayor; G. G. Stambaugh,
treasurer; Peter Lyse, W. H. Cochrane. S.
Britton, and \V. H. Gardner councilmen, .-\r
ticles of incorporation were filed with the sec
retary of state at Olympia, August II, 1890.
thus giving the town of \Vilbur the pri\'ilege
of enjoying municipal government once more.

According to the United States census of
1890 Wilbur was accorded a population of
405. and it therefore ranked as third in size
in the county of Lincoln. There were quite
times in \Vilbur during the year 1891. The
season was not marked by the man-e1ons
growth that had distinguished it the prel'ion'
year. This does not mean that it retrograded,
but the "boom" times were over and the to\\I1
was solidifying to a firmer basis. Several pro
posed routes clf the oncoming Gn~at l\on!Jern
railroad \\'ere lively topics of discussion during
the greater portion of this year. \Vilbur Iranted
this road, and for a period it seemed as if she
woulel surely secure a competing line, and thm
become an important junction. But the Crab
Creek route was finally selected and Wilblll
was compelled to content herself with the Cen
tral \Vashington spur of the Northern Pacinc.

\\'ilbur's first dis:lstrous fire occurred early
Sunday morning, October 4, 1891. In addi
tion to an extensive property loss three persons
were destroved in the flames and a fourth lI'a",

fatallv burned. The fire broke out in the builcl-,

ing of Daniel \Vaguer, on the corner of lIlain
and Knoz streets, at two o'c1ock in the morning,
consuming that building, Lyse Brothers' bnt·
cher shop, and G. M. 'Nilson & Company';
drug store. The fire originated from the e~

plosion of a lamp that had been left burning
owing to the. sickness of one of the Wagner
children. The flames spread rapidly and had
gained considerable headway before the clan
ger was discovered. Misses Caroline and \Vin
nie Wagner, in whose room the fire started.
and with whom the sick child was sleeping.

The\'were awakened by the smoke and flames, :,
immediately gave the alarm cries of "fire;
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pistol shots brought out the town; the work
oi rescue and saving property began.

The family of Mr. \Vagner,. comprising

e!e"en persons, together ,,,ith an adopted son,
Gl1,tai Hannss, and the cook, C. \Valker, oc
cupied the upper story of the building, and all
had narrmr escapes. Three of the children.
Hannss and \\'alker, escaped by the rear stairs,
and Jlr. "-agner and four children found safe
t,- in jumping from the windows. Mrs. \Vag
ner ran do\\'n stairs after a pail of water. Re
turning she entered the room where the fire

uriginated. belie"ing the children were still
there, The building by this time was wrapped
in flames; she was overcome by the heat and
;moke and was burned to death_ ~ittle Annie.
ten years old, started out by the l1allway, but
got only as far as the outSIde door, where she
peri,hed. In the meantime 1\1r. \Vagner heard
the cries oi Robert, six years old, in the same
roO!11 irom ,,-hich he had escaped; he returned
and rescued the boy by dropping him out of the

window into tIle arms of J- H. Robertson. re
ceiring a se,-ere scorching about the head ,,-hile
so doing. The child had inhaled the deadly
flame. ho\\'e,:er, and died the follo,Ying day,

There ,ras still another child. Charlie, four
rears old in the room, but so intense was the
heat that a rescue was impossible. :\ilr. \Vag
ner then quitted the building only to learn that

his wi ie had perished, and the scene ,,,as touch
mg and hean-rending.

Friends gladly cared for the homeless and
motherless children. The horrible event cast

a gluo!11 orer the surrounding country, for Mr.
Il'agller and his family were pioneers and

among the most respected people in the coun
ty, Rapidly spread the flames and soon caught
the I.\'se Brothers' butcher shop, the building
adjoining on the west and thence on to the, ,

next buiilling. G. M. Vv'ilson & Company's
drug store, Men and women worked hard to

sare the "tnck in this store but the heat soon
hec< 'ame nnbearable and only a small amount
'ras sa - I T,'e( , he small warehouse between the

drug store and J- M. Parrish & Company's
, -

building was torn dO\I'11, which probably, sa,-ed
that store. As it ,,,as it was only after hard

work and the use of plenty of water, salt and
~ret blankets that the flames were kept from
bursting out of the side exposed to the heat.
It was the same ,,,ith the Yount building across

the street on the east. occupied by B. \V. F ei
der, je,,'e1er, and Dr. B, H. Yount, as an office.
\Vet blankets and water ,,,ere freely used and

•

this building was saved. }. H_ Robertson's
blacksmith shop ,ras badly scorched. but was
saYed from destruction. The Big Bend sa
loon began to smoke during the hottest part of
the fire. but willing hands came to its rescue.

Had either of these buildings caught fire it is
highly probable that the entire business part
of the to\\'n would ha,-e been destroyed. There,
doubtless. ne,-er ,\'as a fire under more fayor
able atmospheric conditions. There ,,'as not the
faintest sign of a breeze other than that caused
by the roaring flames; had there been no one
could tell the extent of the damage which
,,,ould haye resulted. The heat arising from

the burning buildings carried shingles and
cinders high in the air, depositing them almost
a tnile south and ,,,est of to\\'n. There ,,-as no

fire organization of any description; merely
blankets and small garden hose attached to
pumps. The losses in property were about as
follows;

Daniel "-agner, building, $4,000, no in
surance; Lyse Brothers' butcher shop, and fix

tures, $1,200. insurance. $400; G, "V. "Vilson
& Company's drug store, building and stock,

$7,000, insurance. $2.100.
During the "hard times" of 1893 to 1896

\Vilbur suffered with the rest of the country at

that trying, period. The harvesting of the

bountiful crop of 1897 marked the end of this
depression in Wilbur. During the fall of 1897

there were marketed at \Vilbur 368,000 bush
els of wheat. This grain placed in circulation
something like a quarter of a million of dol
lars, cash_ In the summer of 1899 a wagon
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•

road was constructed between ,Vilbur ami the
•

flourishing mining camp of Republic, now in
Ferry county. This road was built by the
state. an appropriation of $8,000 having been
made by the legislature for that purpose. The.
building of this public highway, it was thought I

would result in much good to the town. Re
public. at that time. was as lively a mining
camp as ever existed in the state of \Vashing
ton. There \vas no railroad, and only a round
ahout \\"agon road to the camp. By the build
ing of this road from \Vilbur the trade of the
t\\'O or three thousand people who rushed into
the new "diggings," was to be thrown to the
new Lincoln county town. But the road \vas

•

in poor condition. and at different times the
people of \Vilbur raised by popular subscrip
tion $2.000 \\-ith which to repair it. And by
the time the road was in fair condition, and the
energetic business men were about to reap the
re\\'ard of their activity, two railroads were
built into Republic and the expected benefit
to Wilbur did not materialize.

The disastrous fire of 1901 is thus describer'
by the Wilbut' Register of July 12th:

Wilbur's record of fires would fill a good sized book,
and in one instance three lives were lost. But no fIre
of the past would compare in property loss with the one
which visited our little city last Friday e"ening (J lily

•
5, I<)OT). ] ust about two minutes after the mill whistle
blew for 6 o'clock p. m., the alarm of fire was shouted
in the street. Men ran with buckets from all parts of
town to the big store of M. E. & E. T. Hay. from which
smoke was already issuing. In some unaccountable
manner fire had started in the basement and two or
three of the clerks who had rushed down stairs had just
time to locate it in the dry goods department. which was
partitioned off at the southwest comer of the building.
Those who reached the basement were driven out by
dense smoke before they could gain the seat of the
conflagration, tbough Mrs. 1'vI. E. Hay and those con

nected with the store declare that they had heen within
that rOOm not more than ten or fifteen minutes hefore
the fire, and had not noticed even the slightest odor
of smoke. There was a large tank full of water on a
high tower at the rear of the store, and two or three
lines of hose were qui~kly attached to the pipes leading
therefrom. But by that time 110 Jiving heing could
approach near enough the seat of fire to reach it effect
ively with the small hose. Indeed, only a few minutes

had elaps-ed until· e"ery occupant had been driven
to the street by the suffocating smoke and flames which
so rapidly followed. The open stairway at the rm
of the grocery department, near the middle of the huild
ing, acted as a chimney to the seething furnace in the
basement, and it was only a few moments until the
whole interior of the building was wrapped in Ham{'~.

So rapid and tierce was the work of destruct inn that
nothing was s3"ed from all the big stock except a fl: w
vehicles from the implement department, alth0ugh but
a slight breeze was stirring from the southwest. It
was ~r)on apparent that with nothing at hand to fig1J!
tire hut buckets the whole north side of ?\Iain strm
wa",' in jeopardy. and with the wind gradually risinl'
a~ the tire increased in heat and power the dal1~cr \\;\:
. .
11111111111.'11(. •

En'ryollc owning persoual property ill the thrl:<ll
cncd district hegan 1110\'ing In a hurry, The ~tn'ets Weft'

soon tillrd with a throng of scurring humanitv and all
kinds of personal effects were tumbled out and mo\"ct!
hy short stages beyond the zone of fire. It W;h' nll!~'

a short time after the flames broke alit until lhe clllir('
block on the north side of l\Iain street, facing the hig
store. was. also, in flames. and a little later all ebe
in the block was being consumed with the exception
of Robertson'S' dwelling. Just a5 a number of ot)m
buildings oposite of the north and east of that hlock
were beginning to burn the wind veered ~l1d·

denly from the southwest to the northeast, and in tell

minutes more fully one-fourth of the town was :-<lwd.

after having been given up as lost. ]. H. Rohert;",,',
dwelling and Dr. Starr's big hall cOllld not han' with
stood the fire more than five minuteS' longer. anc1 L('\I"i.'·
saloon and the Register office could not have held 0Ut
longer than ten minutes. All the glass in the front
of the latter building was cracked in various' directjl)1J~

by the heat. On the west side of the lire the ballk
and Parrish's store were protected by wet blanket~

over the big windows, and the buildings, being of brick
no damage wag done except the checking of one bi~

glaS' in the bank building. The old Keller huil(lill~

which stands against the west wall of the Hay .,tore.
wa~ '""ed only hy vigorous work. The flames lapped
around the front of the wall and fired the \roode"
structure, which was saved only by the tearing off of
boards from the cOfller and all along the top. 1'01·
lowing the change of wind canIC a new danger. The
lumber yards of the Hays' was situated just acro~~ the
alley i:.outh of the store, containing. possibly. a million
feet of lumber, and the tank tower and lumber at the

. Ir'thenortheaS't corner were already on fire, Just \\")C r .

reversed wind could exert the greatest force ill bnlllng

fl
. h .. , d . led thatthe ames. About that lIme the aut orllles eCil

the Chism building at the opposite end of the alley con-
. 1 portlOl1

stltuted a menace to the yard and the sout lefll
. h d wi,h ,of town, and 'It was thrown to t e groun .

charge of ten pounds of giant powder. The Ill"t tlJ(ng

f 'f h Id at he donewa~ to save the lumber, or 1 t at cou n -
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I
. portion of the town to the south and west was

a argo b' d f h. .1' doon~d. Finally the .g tan" topple rom t e
,ure} d - '11", ,d fell to the groun , but lIre was st. ragmg m
tOWt'r .. I
the lOwer and piles of cedar posts and stacks of lumber.
~Iready a bucket line had been formed which was
. _.' 19 water from the creek near by, and hose at-pa:,>):; II ..,
tached to a pump on a statIOnary englOe was bemg
ntilized by the efforts of a half dozen to a dozen men
working the pump. Soon the braces of the tower had
hllrned asunder and the timbers came crashing down
among the men and across the piles' of lumber. A man
named John McHale was struck by the falling timbers
and severely, though not fatally, hurt.

By this time the fire in the Iumber became so s'erious
thnt twO or three dozen ladies ,,,,·ho were anxious spec
tator:" \'oluntccred their services for the bucket brigade
alld the line was extended right into the fire and smoke,
the ladies passing the empty buckets back, while the men
pa."d them forward filled with water. Many a tired
Illan echoed the sentiment 'IGod bless the ladies," and,
incleed, they furnished the balance of power necessary
to control that fire. Merchants and men of all occu
pations came from Creston, Almira and the adjoining
cOllntry and worked manfully until all danger was past.
About ten o'clock another stream was turned on from
a hose attached to a pipe line that had been laid from
the mill, and from that time on it was only a matter· of
extingnishing the fire that was confined to the bottom of
two or three big lumber piles. About midnight the
bllcket line was disbanded and the ladies went home,
but the fire was not entirely subdued until four o'clock
Saturday morning. Several persons were slightly in
jured and H. G. Coonse, of Hesseltine, received quite a .
'haking up by falling from Dr. Starr's building, al
though he was able to go home on Saturday morning.

It was not dreamed that a single life had been lost
unlil about one o'clock p. m., Saturday, when a casual
sightseer passed among the ruins, and noticed a human
skull in the vault of a closet which had stood in the rear
oi Carpenter's saloon. That discovery created wild ex
citement for a time, and an examination made it evi
dent that someone had perished there, though there was
but a small mass of bones and charred flesh remaining.
Inquiry Soon de,'eloped the fact that a man named Jack
~Iadigan, known among his associates- as "Coyote Jack,"
had been about the saloon in the afternoon of Friday,
hut had not been seen nor heard of since. He was at
Almira on the Fourth of July, where he was drinking
prett)' freely, and his acquaintances say that he was
always sleeping' after a spree, going to sleep a~ywhere

and at any time. He came over with some Wilbur
boys, arriving just ''before noon on Friday, but had quit
d"nking though not yet quite himself.

The total loss reaches somewh.ere in the neighbor
hOOd of $155.000, of which amount M. E. & E. T. Hay
eSlImate their loss at $135,000. J, H. Robertson, black
sn1llh shop and a detached building containing a'large
amount of hard wood, $3.500; .A. B. Walker, barber

shop and fixtures. $1,200; C. M. Carpenter, Hotel Wil
bur and furniture and Vestibule saloon, $7,000; Finne
gan & Peterson, Hermitage saloon, stock, $4,500; :M.
Cooney, Spokane building, occupied by Hermitage sa
loon, $2,000; A. F. Cole, livery barn:$t,500; E. Peder
son, household goods and supplies in Hotel Wilbur,
$600. To offset all this loss the Hays' carried $7,000
on building and stock, besides a separate policy to cover
all damage to lumber; J, H. Rohertson, no insurance;
A. B. Walker, $600; C. 11. Carpenter, $4,500; Hermitage,
$1,500; Cooney, $600; Cole, no insurance; Pederson,
$300. .

The' energetic character of the citizens of
\Vilbur was prominently tlisplayed following
the disastrous blaze. New buildings at once
took the place of those destroyetl. In the
spring of 1903 a system of water works was
established in Wilbur at a cost of $12,000. In
October of the same year an elaborate lighting
system was installed by the \Vilbl1r Electrical
Company. The churches of \\"ilbl1r are rep
resented by the Presbyterians. Baptists, M. E.,
and M. E. South, Catholics, E\'angelical Luth
eran and Gemlan Lutheran. Of fraternal so
cieties there are many, including Tuscan
Lodge No. 81, A. F. & A. M., Tuscan Chapter
No. 64, O. E. S., Wilbur Lodge Ko. III, K.
P., Wilbur Lodge, No. 74. A. O. U. W., R. L.
McCook Post Xo. 39, G. A. R., Wilbur Camp
No. 415, W. O. W., Columbia Tent No. 65,
K. O. T. M., Big Bend Lodge No. 161, L O.
O. F., Danish Brotherhood, Charity Lodge 1.
O. G. T., M. W. A., Loyal Americans, El Mo
dello Rebekah No. 136, 1. O. O. F., and But
tercup Circle Women of \\[oodcraft.

ALMIRA.

The land upon which is located the town of
Almira was pre-empted in the 80'S by C. C.
Davis, several years before the construction of
the Ceptral \Va~hington railroad. Here Mr.
Davis erected a building and carried a small
stock of mixed merchandise for the accommo
dation of the few settlers then in the vicinity.
Consequently Mr. Davis is entitled to the rank
as the pioneer merchant of Almira.
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One of the e\'ents pregnant with import
ance in the history of a to\\"n is its christening.
Messrs. Odgers and Reed had completed ar
rangements with Da\'is for the purchase of a
part of his interests and, also, for the estab
lishment of a tOl\"n. But the name had been
left open for suggestion. N a decision was
reached until 1\1rs. Almira DaYis, wife of the
original owner of the land, was in the act of
signing her name to the deed. The two gen
tlemen purchasers had not before known Mrs.
Da\'is' given name, and it appearing a pretty
and euphonious cognomen to those interested
in the prospecti\"e town, one of them col1o
quial1y observed:

,

"\Vhat's the matter with calling the town I,,
Almira?" I

I
l'\othing \\"hate\"er appeared to tbe "mat- !

ter," and thus it was unanimously christened.
Previously the farm had been kno\\'n as "Dav- I

isine." July 26, 1889. the lFilbur Register I
I

said: "That place may make a town in the '
future. There is considerable \acant land for
it to grow on. If you desire to learn of the
'glorious future' in store for the to\\"n. just
confer "'ith 'Tom' Hodges. the resident town
site agent. He never tires of reciting it."

•
It haying become a settled and authentic

conclusion that a railroad would pass in the
immediate vicinity of the Davis ranch, a town
site was laid out and platted. and everything
prepared for the building up of the town of

. Almira. The status of the place on August 2,

1889, as told by the townsite owners in an ad
\-ertisement in the H/ilbur Register is as fol
1011's: •

"Almira is the new townsite. fifteen miles
west of \Vilbur, and it will be the terminus of
the Central \'Vashington railroad. It is sur
rounded by magnificent agricl11tural and stock
raising lands, and wil1 be the commercial cen
ter for a radius of thirty miles and railroad
freighting terminal for the far west. Almira
has excellent openings for all classes of
business and business men seeking loca-

tions should by al1 means visit Almira.
There is an abundance of good "'ater
to be had at the depth of from 1 5 to 30
feet. T 01\'11 property placed on the market
less than a week ago has already experienced
an ac!l'ance and desirable locations are being
rapidly sold and are now in the hands of sec,
ond parties. Builders and contractors are ai,
ready there in large numbers erecting busines,
blocks for parties \vho stake their fait11 in the
future of the to\vn and have determined to
locate and enter business at Almira. Real
estate in\"estors are offered a golden oppor
tunity in Almira town property."

Six \\'eeks aiter the platting of the to\\11
it was conservatively estimated that there \I'ere
$15.000 worth of improvements. Among the
first business men in the new town were Odgers
& Reed, to\\'nsite owners, Joseph Simeno, PerrI'
Barker. Tony Richardson, E. Grutt & C0111
pany. G. X. \Vatson, F. Irwin. John Hartline.
Frank Lingle, Robert Strutt.. Skee & Walford.
]. C. Kel1er and C. C. Davis. The Central
\\'ashington railroad reached Almira 111 me fall
of 1889 and the place openeci up with bright
prospects. But cold weather came, accompan
ied by snow as building operations were C0111
menced. and nipped its ambition in the bud,
Had the road reached this point a few months
earlier. ,\lmira would. doubtless. have heen
a good-sized town by the time winter set in.
.\s it \\"as it did not assume metropolitan ap
pearances that fall. It became a typical rail·
road tOlm, It was known that the road was
to be extended westward the fol1owing SU111
mer. and the buildings erected in the main "ere
of a temporary character, the absence of paint
being a striking feature, yet adding somell'hat
to the picturesqueness of the village. Until the
road was completed to the Grand Coulee :\1·

mira remained the terminus. All trains ran to

this point, connections by stage being made to
t I'llpoints westward. These facts made me 0\

furiously active, but it was rreely predicted that
the construction of the road to the Coulee \I'ould
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proye a death-knell to the hopes of Almira.
But such was not the result. More buildings
were erected in the spring of 1890, and there
were quite a number of people transacting.busi
ness in the new town. Among other enter
prises Iyas a mercantile estaplishment o.wned by .
Barker & :Madden, a newspaper published by
Harry Hubler, and a hospital in charge of Dr.

~

L. .M. Willard. James Odgers, one of the
OIl"I1ers of the townsite, was a busy man in Al
mira during this transition period, disposing of

tOlyn lots.
TIle location of Almira was on the north

east quarter of section 32, township 26, north
range 31 east. fifteen miles west of \Vilbur, and
commanding one of the finest agricuitural belts
of the Big Bend country. Paradise Valley, on
the Iyest; \Vilsoncreek, Douglas county. on the
southlyest; Voorhees, Lincoln and the Califor
nia settlements on the north and northwest. If

.\las the nearest railway point to \Vaterville,
Lake Chelan and the Okanogan country; the
natural keystone of supply. This was in Sep
tember, 1889. So fast as material could be
secured substantial buildings were erected of
Irhich the following were. in existence on the
ahove date:

]. C. Keller, of Hesseltine, general mer
chandise, 26x60, two stories; \Vatson & Irwin,
general merchandise, 22X56, two stories; Tony
Richardson. store, 20X42; Barker & Madden,
saloon, 16x60; Joseph Simons, butcher shop,
and residence, 2ox36, two stories; Reed & Od
gers, one story building, 18x36, used for a
printing office and store; Robert Strutt's black
smith shop, 26x40. A Mr. Jennings, of Wil
bur, was preparing plans and specifications for
a hotel on a large scale. Hartline & Tingle's
hardware store was just .completed. Watson
& Irwin had a commodious livery barn a"nd
Corral in Course of construction together withf . ,
a air stock of rough lumber. Twenty thou-
sand dollars' worth of real estate had recently
changed hands. In 1890 the population of Al
mira wa -6 Is I ~. n November of that year AI-

mira became a town in the prohibition class.
The last saloon had closed its doors; the active
prohibitionists had said that it "must go," and
Almira was, temporarily, the only town in the
great Big Bend country without a saloon.

Sunday, January 3, 1892, Almira was vis
ited by a fire which burned out several of the
principal business houses of the town. Hart
line & Lingle, hardware merchants. sustained
a loss of $5,000, covered by $2,500 insurance.
This fire is supposed to have originated from
a lamp that had been left burning in the store.
From this building the flames rapidly spread to
the adjoining general merchandise store of J.
\V. & E. E. Hartline, and in a short time only
heaps of smouldering ashes remained to tell the
tale. The loss of the latter firm was $5.000
covered by $3,000 insurance. D. C. Johnson
lost a building valued at $1,000 upon which
there was no insurance.

Four years later., January 17, 1896. three
people lost their lives in a fire at Almira: Julll1
Lewis, aged 16; Henry Le\vis, aged II. ami
\Villiam Taylor, aged 21. TIle Lewis boys.
whose parents had separated some years before
and left Almira, were living alone in a small
shack in the town. The Taylor boy was pass
ing the night with them. Efforts to save these
young men were unavailing. and when the em
bers had cooled their charred remains were
found.

In February, 1903, the Almira Outlook
editorially said:

"Three years ago (beginning of 1900), the
town of Almira was, practically, at a stand
still. At that period it had, perhaps, one hun
dred inhabitants. Many of the buildings were
beginning to look old and worn. A small
amount of business was done compared with
what is now transacted. Nearly three-fourths
of the townsite was not on the market, most of
it having against it delinquent taxes of from
six to ten years standing. The remainder was
not considered as valuable, but was held by

•
parties from olltside whose prices were not at-



156 HISTORY OF THE BlG BEND COUK fRY.
--------------------, ~-------:----------_.-"-

chosen \\'ould haye been as the Yote sho\,s he.
100v. T \\'0 tickets were in the field, the "Citi.
zens," ami the "Peoples."

For Mayor-J. C 'Johnson.. C, 65; D. \\'
Potter, P .. 20.

For COllncilmen.-E. J. Burke. C, 72; C.
F. Deets, C, 53: H. M. Thompson, C. ~6:

Frank In\'in, P .. 42: J. Zimmerman, C, 40'
. . '

.-'1.. NIchols, P .. 40: \\ . E. Hersperger. P.. 3;:
\\'. H. EI·ers. P .. 35: \\' ..'\. !{olie, C, 30: i.
\\'. Henley. P., 12. .

For Treasurer-Van HO\Yard, C, 62: C.
:Vr. Phillips. P., 23.

Thi" defeat for incorporation was, douht.
les", compas,ed hy di\'ergent \'iews regarding
the complexion of the ticket carrying candi.
dates for nlllllicipal officers. There "'as, abn.
considerable wrangling over the limits of the
territory proposed to be ·ll1corporated.

The fir"t destmcti\'e fire, im'oh'ing grc:lI
property I. ":'. occurred Thursday ll1ornin~.

:Ylarch 2 r. 1903. It originated in 'the office :,i
the Almira .\"(7".1'.. edited by Lee :McCarty. ~Ir.

Dallam, the printer, had started a fire in the
I office and qepped out for a few minutes. Far·

ther than thi" nothing is kno\\'n of its inception.
The building was owned by J. C Keller. It had
recentIy !Jeen remodeled, with an addition
which \\'as used for a lodge room. The \rind
carried the flames to the east, across the street.
!Jut despite this the proximity of the tiro

Thomas :'Ilackier buildings to the printing oi·
fice, prO\'ed thei r destruction. One of the,e

building" \\'as occupied by ~. O. McKee, as a
saloon. The ice house of CRust. \dlich stood
close to these buildings, was, .also, in the path
of the fire as \\'as the Rust barn. The latter
\,as Sin'erl onl\" !Jy the o-reat exertion" ()f the. - ~

fire-fighters on that side. Meantime gn"d "'ork
was being done on the east side of the street.
A large number of men carried water in buck·
ets from nead)\' wells. Blankets were spread- .
to partially I)rotect some of the plate glass 111• . k
the stores, especially in the new Keller bnc
block. Yet in spite of these precautions all bnt

tractive to purchasers. To all this, soon after,
was added a rumor that the title to the first
mentioned property was not clear, it being said
that competent authority had made a report to
that effect. This. howe\'er, prO\'ed to he erron
eous."'

During the years 1900 and 1901 ;'l.lmlra
to"k on a ne\, life. Fresh enterprises were
inaugurated in the town, the population in

creased, and from a country village it began
to merg-e into a prosperous to\,n. The Big

Bend Oulluok of January 17. 1902. said:
"Almira is still gro\,ing. If you don't be- i

,

lie,e it, come and see for yourself. During ,i
the past twenty months activity in building has f

scarcely diminished at anyone time. There
has been no sudden impetus, no 'mushroom
growth,' in a single night, a day, or even six
months, but there has been a steady increase.-
\\'ith the exception of a short period last \\·in-
ter, from one to six buildings ha\'e been in prog
ress of constmction during all seasons of the
year."

In April, 19°2, the assessor's population
\vas given as 289. This included' only resi
dents on the platted townsite.

The first steps to\\'ard incorporating Al
mira were taken Monday, April 30, 1903. A
mass meeting was called to discuss the matter.
About sixty residents were present and the sub
ject was warmly debated by nearly all of the
leading citizens. There was manifested to the
enterprise some opposition. A Yote was taken,
and at that time only fiye present registered
themseh'es as opposed to the proposition. Then
it was decided to circulate a petition asking
permission of the county commissioners to vote
on the question. Saturday, Tvlay 23d, was
named a" the date for holding the special elec
tion. To the petition there \,ere 67 signers.
The special election was held on the day named
by the commiss~oners. There \\'ere cast a total
of 85 votes, of which 43 were against the meas
ure, and only 39 in favor of incorporation. Had
the majority been the other way the officers
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I, 'Il!' ,)n the fire side of the building were here distinguished themselves by their timelytwO 19. :-. '- .
ruined. . efforts in fighting fire. The private system of

For a time the Hotel Almira was threat- water works in connection with the barber shop

I Tllis edifice was situated on the north materially aided in saving this property. Hadene(,
side of the street. Copious showers of water it taken fire it is highly probable that several
and wet blankets alone saved it. Some of the other buildings would have been destroyed. As
buildings to the southeast were in danger for is was $100 covered the loss in this quarter.
awhile. but little injury resulted. The prin- Other buildings that required herculean
cipal losses were the buildings of Messrs. KeI- work to save were the combined residence and
ler. 1Iockler and Rust, and the printing plant shop of Peter Peterson, the Hughes'& King
of the Almira News. The totality of the loss store, on the east, Hughes' blacksmith shop,on
tI-as estimated at $6,000. the west, Blinn's warehouse, Felder's jewelry

In October of the same year another de- store and Hays' implement addition on the
structil'e fire visited the city. On the evening north and the Mitchell & Salter livery barn on
of the 27th instant the residents of the place the southwest. The plate glass in Hughes &
Il'ere startled by the alarm of "fire!" voiced by King's store, the Palace barber shop and Kel
a number of people. A few rushed to the bell ler's store was badly damaged. Among the
of the Baptist church where the tolling hammer heaviest losers from this fire were Postmaster
\I'as utilized to warn the inhabitants of the im- ( McCleary, A. H. Knox, and Pangborn &
pending disaster. This fire had originated in Aldridge. The postoffice building belonging
the kitchen of the Hotel Almira, on the north- to J. C. Keller, was without insurance, but this
Il'est corner of j\lain and Third streets, during loss was light. Not an article of D. W. Pot
a hrief absence of those who had been in the ter's grocery stock was saved, and it was with
room. Opinion was divided as to whether great difficulty that he secured his books. He
the fire Il'as caused by a gasoline lamp or the carried about $1,200 insurance. The Hotel
stove. This portion of the building was old, Almira, owned by Mrs. F. Heffenish, was in
well seasoned, and it burned fiercely. When sured for something over $2,000, a figure much
discovered the conflagration, was beyond con- below cost. Mads Peterson owned the build
tro!. "Jr. Pangborn, one of the proprietors of ings occupied by Henry Knox, as a meat mar
the hotel. nlshed up stairs, rousing the guests ket; they were insured. Nearly all of the
as he \lent and dragging children from their buildings destroyed by this blaze were prompt
beds in their night clothes. The cook was com- Iy replaced by better structures.
pelled to jump from a window. From the ha.: Incorporation of Almira was fipally effect
tel the fire ate its way west and northward ed. The second election to vote on the propo
agall1st an almost imperceptible breeze, to the sition was held Friday, January 22, 1904.
adjoining apartmentsand buildings, wiping out Quite a little opposition was manifested, in fact.
Dean Brothers' and Chris \Valter's saloons, and for a while, sufficient to cause some of its sup
Knox's meat market, Potter's grocery and porters to fear defeat at the polls.' However.
:-Iort. McKee's saloon. It then jumped across this opposition was greatly exaggerated, and it
the street to the east, destroying the postoffice served'the purpose of consolidating a large vote
building, but here the flames were, for the first among the friends of the project. There were
time, held in check. The most desperate bat- cast 76 votes, 56 for, and 20 against incorpor
tie was that made to save the Palace barber ation. Only one ticket for municipal officers
shop, a short distance north of the postoffice on Iwas in the field. Following were the officia:Is
the east side of Third street. Several'ladies elected: Mayor, J. C. Johnson; treasurer, Van
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Howard; councilmen, Charles T. Deets, A. W.
Blinn, J. c. Keller, F. E. Kunz and N. O. Me
Kee.

There are three church organizations in Al
mira, Baptists, Methodists and Congregational
ists. Of fraternal societies there are Almira
Tent No. 82, K. O. T. M.; Almira Hive No.
49. I. O. T. M.; Almira Camp No. 9,204, M.
W. A.; Almira Lodge No. 192, I. O. O. F.;
Almira Lodge No. 127, A. F. & A. M., and
the \Voman's Christian Temperance Union. At
present the population of Almira is about 400.

HARRINGTON.

On the main line of the Great Northern
railway, fifty-one miles west of Spokane, fif
teen miles from Davenport, the capital of Lin
coln county, and twenty-five miles from Spra
gue, is Harrington. It is an important railway
point with a population of 650, an increase of
200 within two years. There are in the town
six large grain warehouses and one flouring
mill, and the combined capacity of these cereal
depots is considerably over one million bushels.

On all sides of Harrington the country may
be said to be solid wheat land with an occas
ional pasture tract that is continually in reqnis
ition. Although in some places a number of
sections are owned by one party the greater
number of farmers are located on half anel
quarter sections, and they find this amount of
land adequate to earn them a good livelihood.
The town proper is well platted, both as to
drainage and eligibility for building operations.
On the east is School Hill, a most attractive I

and desirable residence location. Third street,
the main business thoroughfare, runs directly
north and south, with a gentle slope northward.
Through the town, coilrsing diagonally, is a
small creek the bed of which will, undoubtedly,
in the future, become the main line of a sewer
age system. Of the many fine business blocks
and residences within her limits Harrington is
justly proud. The usually conceived idea of

the eastern visitor to the west is that its towns
are composed of clusters of rude huts thrOwn
hetrogenously together without regard to com
fort or attractiveness. But with Harrington
this is far from being the case. All the brick
blocks are artistic and substantially construct.
ed. The city has been built with an eye to svm-

•
metry in its future growth. No buildings now
standing in Harrington would look outre, or
misplaced in a city of many thousands of in
hibants. Harrington is the commercial center
of a most extensive wheat belt, and within a
short distance of the geographical center of
Lincoln county. It lies near the head of Coal
Creek Valley, at an elevation of 1900 feet above
sea level.

Its early history is replete with interest. In
1879 Adam and Jacob Ludy came to the point
immediately adjoining the quarter section
where Harrington now stands, and here they
homesteaded property. They erected a small
building in which to house themselves, the pio
neer structure of Harrington, and among the
first habitations of Lincoln county. The fol·
lowing extract from a prize essay written by
Miss Gertrude Adams, is of historical interest:

";\ traveler in the veal' 1880 who chanced
~

to be \\'andering through Lincoln county. in the
Territory of \Vashington, would ha\'e seen
what at first appeared to be a barren tract of
land, but on closer observation he would hare
discovered that the soil was very fertile and
would be producti ve if cultivated: N"ear the
present site of Harrington the first thing that

•
attracted theeye would have been huge masses
of rocks, piled up in picturesque attitudes. and
a small stream winding its way between them.
In the surrounding country might be seen a
few shacks, nothing more, where certain coW
boys camped and herded their cattle.

"Of course in new countries towns are laid
out certain distances apart. There was noth
ing unusual about the site chosen for this city
of Harrington to make it any better than any
other. First a few shanties, one of which was
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used as a postoffice, while the mail was carried
by a mail carrier in what was denominated a
';tacre.' And while the town grew quite rapid-

b • • "

I , it was all the time groWIng to stay.v,
o It was during the earliest days of Lincoln
countv's history that the establishment of Har-

•
rington was accomplished. In 1882 the firm
of Harrington, Furth & Robinson, all residents
of Calusa county,. California, purchased 1,5°0
acres of land in what was at that period the
1110st unsettled portion of the Big Bend, and
near the present site of the town of Harrington.
This company's property was, in 1892, deeded
to the California Land & Stock Company.
?\earlv all of the earlier residents came from

•
Yolo or Calusa counties, California. These
pioneers had faith in the country. They began
the cultivation of wheat, at first in a small and
inconsequential way. The initial movement in
the project of building a town was made in
1882. Mrs. Horace L. Cutter secured control
of the property, purchasing it from the North
ern Pacific Railway Company, and surveyed a
to\msite \vhich, in honor of \111. P. Harrington,
\\as given his name. The townsite plat was
110t placed on record until May 12, 1883. Of
course there was a raison d'eire for this move
ment in behalf of a townsite project. It was
thi,: In 1882 the Northern Pacific Railway
C011jJany ran a survey through one corner of
the quarter section of land upon which the town
of Harrington is now located. Positive in the
belief that the new road would be built on this .
orig-inal survey, Mrs. Cutter purchased from
the raihray company this quarter sectioil of
land. But the project to run the line over this
sun'ey \\'as abandoned; Mrs. Cutter did not
SUcceed in disposing of any of the lots.

Although the townsite had been laid out in
~882. it was not until the spring of the year
lollO\\ing that the town contained inhabitants.
Then Edward Willis and. Charles Billings
erecterl a small store building in which they dis
played a modest stock of general merchandise
and thm hunched the first store in the town 0:

Harrington. All of their goods were freighted
in from Sprague; consequently the pi-ice of
them remained rather high. In 1890 they dis
posed of the business to Fred Graff. In the fall
of 1883 a postoffice was established; Edward
\IIIillis was postmaster; Harrington was entitled
to a place on the map of the state of 'Washing
ton. As the nearest railway point at this time
was Sprague, on the Northern Pacific, twenty
five miles away, it is obvious that settlement
should take place slowly. Even had it been dis
covered at that time that wheat would grow,
here in luxurious abundance, shipping it to mar
ket was not practicable. The few settlers were
contented to raise a little stock, thus earning a
meagre livelihood. But the f0110wing year saw
the business enterprises of the youthful town
considerably augmented by the establishment
of a blacksmith shop and a hotel, although it

. is candidly confessed that the latter was idle
the greater portion of the time. In June of the
same year the Lincoln County Times \vas first
thrown to the breeze at Harrington by F. M.
Gray. And this was the signal for the ambi
tious and go-ahead town to enter into com
petition for county seat honors. This forma
tiv'e period of her historv is told in the first

•
chapter of Part II, of this work. But Har-
rington was never, really, in the race, and Mr.
Gray removed his printing plant to Davenport
in 1885. ll1ere was a: saloon in Harrington,
doing business a portion of the time, and in
J 886 the citizens of the town voted on the pro
hibition question with the following result:
For prohibition, 22; against prohibition, 32.

vVithout materially increasing its business
enterprises the town continued to exist barren
of startling events to mar the even tenor of its
\vay until the construction to this point of the
Great Northern railway in 1892. Preceding
this momentuous epoch the population of Har
rington was quite limited, there being only five
or six fall1iliesresiding in the town at the time
work was commenced near there on the Great
Northern grade. When it became known that

"-< - " , ..
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the company had selected the Crab Creek route
through Lincoln county, and that the town of
Harrington was listed as one of the stations on
the new road, the heretofore comatose settle-

ment took on new life and animation. This
was early in 1892. YIrs: Cutter, the owner of
the to\n1site. disposed of a portion of her in

terest to Messrs. Glasscock, Moore and others,
"'ho formed the Harrington Townsite Com
pany. F, '!\'I. Lighthiter ,,-as employed as

agent and during the summer of that year a
number of lots were sold to those coming to
the new town to engage in business. During
this period Harrington enjoyed its most excit

ing, if not most prosperous times, Hundreds
of railroad graders made the to\l'n headquar-.
ters, As is invariably the case there came in
their \I'ake all classes of the genus homo, in
cluding those who virtuously desired to engage
in legitimate business, and those \yho did not,
Boarding and lodging houses, restaitrants, sa
loons, dance halls and gambling hells sprung

up in short order to entice .from the railroad
laborers their hard earned dollars. On :\0
vember I, 1892, track-laying ,,'as completed to "
Harrington, ,

There ,,-as, undoubtedly, a "boom" of mag- !
nificent proportions in Harringtnn during this I
period of railroad excitement. Crowds of pros- ;

pecti \'e settlers flocked to the tOIl'n ; hotels were
•

O\-errun: beds could not be secured at any I
!

price and a "shake-do,,-n" on the floor \yith i
;

blankets was at a premium. Sel'eral nell' town- ,
site additions ,,'ere laid out and platted, and one I
correspondent \\'fiting from Harrington de- i
cleared that forty carpenters ,,'ere then at \I'ork

I
on ne,,- buildings. Ho,,·eYer. the greater por- I
tion of these improvements \I'ere temporary,

\\'ith the departure of the railrood laborers a
number of the business men closed their stores
and went elsewhere, The permanent growth
during this year was not large, .\ number of

lots were sold, however, and plans made for
extensive improvements the following year.

One of the most important factors in the

building UJl of the country around Harrington
and 'lIle that has resulted in much good to the
to\Yl) \I'as the operations of the California Land

& Stock Company, whose headquarters had
been established at Harrington. This companl'

wa,; urganized in 1892 with a capital of $300:.
000. Previous to this a number of non-resi
dents owned about 3,000 acres of land in ihe
I'icinity of Harrington. They combined their
property at the time and added to it until it
now it controls more than twenty-five section;.

The officers of the company are Jacob Furth.
of Seattle. president; W. P. Harrington (after
whom the town was named), of Calusa, Cali
fornia, vice-president; Luke Robinson, San

Francisco, treasurer; John F. Green, Harring
ton, manager, Many thousands of acres of
land in this I'icinitv are sown to wheat each-
year, and sel'eral hundred head of horses are
employed to take care of the ·crops,

Fire \-isited Harrington Friday morning,
:'I'larch 2. 1894, causing a loss of about $2j.OOC.
nearly all covered by insurance, The principal
sufferers \yere the owners of the vVilson build

ing, \'alued at $4,000; proprietors of the Great
Eastern Clothing Company, $15,000; King &
Ree\'es, druggists, $3,000, These building;
lI'ere of brick, and among the best edifices in
tOll'n, This conflagration was the work of an
incendiarv,-

Friday. May 1 I, 1894, the coal sheds of the
Great :\orthern Railroad Company were de
stroyed by fire, involl'ing a heavy loss,

From the building of the railroad in 1&1~

until the spring of 18gB the growth "t
Harrington, while not of "boom" pro
portions, was steady and sure. The mam

moth cereal crop of 1897 produced a
reaction from the heavy depression ot
the preceding five years, and, in common
with all the other towns in Lincoln county.

•

Harrington enjoyed the benefits of this reVI-

val. In the spring of 1898 there were in town
four general merchandise stores, a harness

shop, hardware and furniture store, drug store.
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The first school in Harrington was organ..
izell in a small, one-room building, and the
school was taught by one teacher for terms of
varying length. The number of pupils in
creased, but it was not until 1897 that a large,
t,Yo-room building was erected to meet the in
creased demands for educational privileges.
Two teachers were then employed. In 1900
there were 138 pupils enrolled in the Harring
ton schools and a third teacher was engaged
and another building rented. In 1901 a brick
school house was erected at a cost of $7,000,

•• •contammg SIX rooms..
During the autumn of 19°1 the people of

"It is doubtful if any other town in Lincoln
county has done so much toward material de
velopment in the past year as has Harrington.
The principal enterprise carried to a successful
consummation during the past twelve months
was the erection, 'at a cost of $25,000, of the
handsome flouring mill of the Harrington Mill
ing Company. This magnificent manufactur
ing plant was built almost exclusively by local
capital during a dull year, and bespeaks vol
umes for the enterprise and energy of the pea
pIe. To illustrate the amount of business done
during the years 1898 and 1899, the follo\ving
table showing receipts and shipments of goods
via the Great Northern railroad is given:

Fo,..."..ardcd.

Receipts.

18<)<),

6,000 tons.
7 cars

6.; cars
26 cars
12 ears
3 cars
I car

'899,
80 tons-'

720,000 bush.
16 cars
43 carso cars

1898·
Merchandise all kinds .. ' , ' , . ' 25 tons
Wheal , ... , .. , ..... , ... ,. ,400,000 bush.
Cattle ,., .. ,: ... ,.. . •.. ',.. 16 cars
flour and feed .. ' .. , ... , .. , .

,

1898·
~ferchandise, all kinds 1,500 Ions
Agricultural implements 3 car:;
\Vood , .... ", ... ,."., , .. ,. 31 cars
Lnmber and shingles " ....• ,.", 9 cars
Wheat 0 cars
11achinery 0 cars
Brick and cement 0 carS'

tWO IH,tels. livery stable, blacksmith shops, meat
market. barber shop and two saloons. During
the summer and fall of this year' the town en
joyed a most sub.stantial growt~. Quite a
number of new resIdences and busIness houses
were erected, and Harrington was on the crest
of the ,\,ave of prosperity.

Tanuary 18, 1899, the First Presbyterian
Cln;rch of Harrington, was dedicated. This
Il'as the first church edifice to be erected in the
place. and cost $2,600. The initial steps to
Il'anl holding religious services in Harrington
were taken as early as 1884, when the citizens
built a public hall to be used for church, school
aud otherassemhlies. For ten years this build
iug supplied all the demands in this line in the
\'illage, During the autumn of 1894 the Pres
b\'terian Church Society was organized by Rev.. .
\orman McLeod, with a membership of nine-
teen. TIlese ,yere Mr. J. Brace, elder, and wife;
}lr. and l1rs. Laugtnour; Mr. and Mrs. Gun
ning: Mr. and :\Irs. Hayes; Mr. and Miss Or
nan: :\11'. and }\'Irs. Durie and two daughters;
lIfrs. :\Iargarett Plough; Mrs. \V. F. Glasscock;
}liss Eya Thomas; Mrs. John Harding and'
IIlrs. Thompson. Dr. N. McLeod was pastor
at large for the Spokane Presbytery, but served
the church at Harrington for mOl'e than two
rears, holding services in the school house,
Plough's hall and the German Methodist church
building, At the end of that time the work in
the Harringtou field stopped, no regular preach- .i
Illg sen'ices being held for about tW0 years. I
Il'ith the exception of such services as \\'ere
gll'en by C. .'Ie. Phipps and Dr. T. M. Gllnn.
Synodical missionary.

January I, 1899. the business houses of
Harrington included three general merchan
dise stores, a harness shop, five hotels and res
taurants, three confectionery stores, two livery
stables. tll'O blacksmith shops, two lumbe:
yard 1 .. s, a lauk, newspaper, grocery store, butcner
shop, aUIl a hardware implement and furni
ture store. April 6, I~, the Harrington Cit
1=1'/1 said:
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Harrington began taking active steps to incor
porate the to\\'n. There had been considerable
increase in the population during the past two
years. and many new buildings were erected.
Katurally incorporation was the next thing in
line. Harrington, being one of the oldest towns
in the county, and' having been outstripped in
the race for supremacy only because there were
not enough county seats to go around, had now
come to the front in excellent condition.

N'O\'ember 12, IgOI, agitation for incorpo
ration begun in earnest. A mass meeting of ci ti
zens was held that evening at which 47 citizens
were present and discussed the advisability of
having a municipal government. A vote was
taken and thirtv votes were favorable to the

•
proposition; seventeen against. A committee
consisting of A. C. Billings, Dr. Steters. A. G.
:Mitchum, S. L. B1umaner and \Vallace Crowell
were appointed to secure signers to a petition
asking the county commissioners to name a
date for a special election to vote on the ques
tion. To this petition there were sixty-four
signers. The election was held Friday, April
4. Ig02. A convention for the purpose of
nominating candidates for municipal officers
had been held Monday, March 31st, with the
following result: l\fayor, A. C. Billings; treas
urer, A. R. Graham; councilmen, Thomas Han
sard. \Y. A. Ivloore, John A. Chisholm, Dr. M.
F. Setters, George \\'ilson.

One hundred and nine "otes were cast a;
this election; 64 for incorporation and 45
against. The only ticket in the field was the
one nominated at the citizens' convention the
preceding :--Ionday and the gentlemen named
thereon sen'ed as Harrington's first municipal
officials. The election had actually been antic
ipated by the convention.

The present church organizations in Har
rington are the Preshyterian. Baptist, Evangel
ical and Catholic. Of fraternal lodges there
<Ire fi"e: I'brrington Lodge Xo. 160. I. O. O.
F.; Harrington Lodge '1'\0. 122, K. of P.;
Harrington Court, Ko. 85, F. of A.; \\'. O.

YV. and \Vomen of Woodcraft; Rebekahs',
Rathbone Sisters; A. F. & A. M.

The city hall was completed in 1904 at a
cost of $g,ooo. The city is provided with an
excellent fire department. The water supply is
abundant and of exceeding purity. There are.
in fact, two water systems, and cool, crystal
\\'ell water may be tapped in rock veins at a
depth of from twenty to thirty feet.

DOWNS.

This village is one of the newest in Lin·
coIn county. It is on the Great Northern rail·
road, fourteen miles west of Harrington, fii·
teen miles east of Odessa, and twenty-eight
miles south,vest of Davenport, the county seat.
Although Downs was not established until
early in Ig02, it has gained a population of 200

people and has outstripped many of its older
r.ivals. Its buildings are all new and snbstan·
tiat, and visitors to Downs are favorably im·
pressed with its appearance. The remarkable
growth of the town and the many public im·
provenlents which one sees here are the direct
result of concerted action on the part of the
citizens and all business men generally. It
would be hard to find in the length and breadth
of the Inland Empire a town of 200 inhabi·
tants in which the business men are more ener·
getic or more keenly alive to the interests 01

their home community.
In the summer of IgOI where now stands

the town of Downs was the ranch of H. S.
Amon. This land consisted of a sage-brush
tract and scab rock was very much in evirlence.
A person journeying through this part of the
country on the Great Northern train at that
time would hardly predict that inside of a year
a flourishing town would there make its appear'
ance. But such was the case. It was during
the trouble between the Great ,Northern offi·
cials and the Yarwood brothers, at Mohler. that
it was decided by the railroad authorities to
find a new location for side trackage and the
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possible site for a new town. H: S. Amon
quickly grasped the opportunities and off~ed

the officials all the land needed for extra Im
prol'ements free of charge, provided they
lI"ould build their tracks at the present loca
lion of Downs. This was quickly done by the
railroad company; side-tracks were extended
and the station \yas named "Downs" in honor
of Ihe late assistant general superintendent, P.
1. Do\\,ns, who with his only son, was killed
near Xyack, Montana, in a railway wreck in
:\ugust, 1901. Downs was platted January
Lt, 1902, by Howard S. Amon.

After the company had decided to establish
the new station a town was quickly built. The
first building erected was the Great Northern
\rarehouse. Immediately after George Easson,
one of the lelding merchants of Mohler, erected
a store building at Downs and "opened a general
stock of merchandise. later selling the business
to O'Connor & Sherman. A postoffice was es
tablished and George Easson was made post
master. D. W. Dahl built a hotel building and
Iras DOlI"ns' first landlord. The next business
house was the hy saloon, conducted by Lee
\ratson. S. Page and J. Salvay built the first
residences and they were soon followed by sev
eral others. The depot was completed in De
cember, 1902. Other business enterprises that
Irere SOon started in the new town were one of
the largest hardware stores in Lincoln county,
bl" H. L. :\mon. a restaurant by George Ingalls,
and a blacksmith shop by M. Gallagher. The
town was still very young when Mr. Amon sold
the remaining townsite land to John O'Connor.
The latter. at once began a system of improve
ments. He established a lumber yard in the
\'ilJage that would be a credit to a large city,
later selling it to Hansen Brothers. Mr.
O'Connor and D. Sherman purchased George
Ea .

5Son s stock at Downs and Mohler, and
erected a substantial store building, consoli
dating the two stores at Downs. Another ad
dition to the town when it was in its infancy was
a drug store by Dr. Freer.

For some time Mohler, two and one-half
miles above Downs, was an important rival of
the new town. But Downs had the hacking of
the railroad company. In the spring of 1903
the sidetracks at Mohler were taken up and the
town which had incurred the enmity of the rail
road capitulated. Some of the business houses
and most of the 'business men came to Downs.
During the autumn of 1902 there was organized
what was known as the Downs Business Men'!,>
Association, an organization which has brought
about practically all the improvements that have
made the municipality the progressive city that
it is. The officers selected to guide tl;Je opera
tions of the association were Dr. F. N. Freer,
president; T. O. Ramsland, secretary; and T.
D. Slosson, treasurer. This organization is
still in existence and doing everything in its
power to advance the interest of the town.
Among other things this business men's associ
ation accomplished during 1902 was the es
tablishment and editing of the Dowlls Dispatch,
the building of sidewalks throughout the town,
and the bringing to Downs of a number of busi
ness enterprises. The succeeding year witnessed
many more improvements. A system of water
works was put in by John O'Conner, the town
site owner, at a cost of $8,000. The citizens de
sir.ed a suitable school house and public funds,
not being available, three of Downs' energetic
citizens, S. Page, D. C. Hansen and Frank
Couples, erected a handsome building at a cost
of $4,100, and took chances of being reim
bursed later. To the credit of the \'oters be it
said, that when the matter of voting bUilds to
pay for this building came to an issue, there W:l';

not one dissenting yote against issuing !nnd"
to the amount of $3,250, all that could at that
period be legally voted. The school now hotS

an enrollment of 78, and two teachers are em
ployed. A local telephone exchange was es
tablished in April, 1903, and three separate
barb wire telephone lines penetrate the

•

country surrounding Downs. The Bank of
Downs was another institution established iii
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the spring of 1903, through the efforts of the
Business ~len's Association. Total impro\·e~

ments for the year footed up $38,000. A Meth
odist Church is now being built at a cost of
$1,7°0, There is a lodge of the M, W, A. and
a brass band of se\'enteen pieces.

EDWALL.

The first settler in the country of \\hicI, the
tOl\-n of Edwall is the center was Peter Ed\l"dl,
who came to the then uninhabitated COUllifY iOl
1881. He took up a ranch near the pre.:;ent
site of the town that bears his name and en
gaged in farming. Sometime after ~l1'. Ed
wall settled here M1'. \Villiam Spence, of Melli
cal Lake, homesteaded the land upon which was
afterward built the town. This land was pur
chased by .M1'. Edwall in 1887.

'\then the Great ~orthern Railwav built-
through central Lincoln county the l~ight of
way crossed Mr. EdwaIrs land. Forty acres of
this land he platted into a to\\"llsite which he
named Edwall. The count\' records sholl' that
this filing of the plat \\'as made :\by 19, 1892.
The railroad erected a I\-ater tank and other
buildings at the station. Friday night, Decem·
bel' 7, 1893, occurred a disastrous wreck on the
line of the Great Xorthern Railway at Edwall.
Train Ko. 16 was standing at the \\ater tank.
Train K o. 15, expecting a clear track, came
along from the east anJ Jashed into the stand
ing train. Engineer Joseph Shinski and Fire
man \Vallace were instantlv killed. \\'hen one-
hundred yards away Shinski saw the train
standing in his way and \\'histJed for "down
brakes." I t was too late. The two engines
piled up and were thrown twenty feet from the
track. Two oil cars were immediately behind
the tender of No. 15. The oil caught fire and
the wreck was soon in flames. Shinski's body
was found under the wreck. The fire immed
iately surrounding him \\'as extinguished and
the body recovered, the upper part having been
burned beyond recognition. \Vallace's body

was not scorched by the flames. The oi·j tanks
burst and the fire consumed fiye cars.

Eye witnesses of this terrible accidel1l say
that w'hen the oil cars took fire a terrible ex,
plosion followed: the flames shooting up nearly
200 feet. The blaze appeared to spread out
O\'er the sky. and for a few moments it ap,
peared that the entire town was about to be
em-eloped by the consuming flames. Fortun,
ately they spent themselves before reaching the
ground. 11 \\'as a lurid sight and resulted iu
the destruction of railroad property probablr
to exceed $5°,000.

To the credit of the people in the Edllall
country be it said the first building erected lIll

the tOlnlsite \\as a church. A number of farm,
ers hacl in 1893, settled in the vicinity, aud
these people raised money and erected a place
of worship-a church of the Methodist (South,
persuasion. The same year the first store build,
ing was built by a gentleman named Enlo\\".
from :YIedical Lake. Owing to lack of iuml;
:'Ill'. Enlo\\' did not complete this building. but
disposed of his interest to :'111'. Edwall. The
latter finished the structure and the follOlliug
\'ear :'I'1essrs. Gill and Moffatt opened the fir;1

! ~tore in this building. This firm was the onl,
I business house in Ech\'all until the following

year, when Lemly & Randall erected a bnilding
and engaged in the saloon business. In I&)i
the second mercantile house was staned hy
Thomas Campbell. He came from :'Ileclical
Lake with a stock of goods. Commencing \lilh
this year Edwall began to grow and its ex'
pansion since has been of a substantial nature.
Today it is a town of about 275 inhabitants. Ii
has a number of general merchandise store'.

I n·tn\"warehouses, bank, a newspaper, anr 1 ' ..

other business establishments. The l\'lethoch,t
(South) , German Methodist, Catholic and
Baptist churches have organizations, the tl~rec

first named having church buildings. l'ra'
. . t d b)' theternal orgamzatlOns are represen e .

Masons and the Woodmen of the Wor1r\. fifty
scholars are enrolled in the public schools.
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,rhich employ two teachers. Edwall is on the
main line of the Great Northern Railway,
t,renty miles east of Harrington, eighteen
miles from Davenport and.seventeen '!Jiles from

Sprague.
Most of the land in the yicinity of Edwall

is de"oted to wheat raising. It is a volcanic ash
ami contains great strength and richness. It is
in these fields that the great amounts of wheat
are produced, the yield running from twenty to
fort" uushels to the acre. Many of those now
fanning here came into the country with little
or nothing, and today these are the men of af
Huence. The whole of the country around the
to\m is in a progressive condition, and the farm
houses are aruong the best in the state. Among
the prominent business houses are the Bank of
Edwall, of which Mr. Frank Carpenter is
cashier; the mercantile house of Gill & Com
pany, doing an excellent business and the larg
est establishment of its kind in the town; the
feed mill and creamery of S. P. Hay, whi;:h
does an excellent business in the farming coun
try thereabout; a hardware and implement
house, a blacksmith and tonsorial artist and
other enterprises, as well as a first-class hotel
conducted by Butler Brothers.

MOSCOW.

When the Great Northern Railroad Com
pauy built its line through Lincoln county in
1892 , what were called "stations" were estab
lished at regular intervals along the line. At
first these consisted generally of a sign-board
upon which was painted the name of the station.
One of these was Moscow a few miles west of,
the other signboard called Edwall. In the sum
mer of 1894 Moscow fell heir to something in
th~ nature of a boom, principally through the
efiorts of Mr. Wells. A postoffice was estab
lished and Mr. Thomas Denson was made the
gO\'ernl11ent official there.

And yet this postoffice was destined to
be of temporary benefit only. Owing to some

difficulty between Postmaster Denson and the
train postal clerks the office was discontinued.
So near as the facts can be ascertained the
trains were oftentimes irregular; the postmaster
was not always on hand, and occasionally the
mail pouch was thrown off either above or. be
low the platform, where on several occasions it
was permitted to remain O\'e, night. Thus the
mail clerks and postmaster acquired the habit
of reporting each other to departmental head
quarters, until the officials finally tired of the
constant friction and ordered the office discon
tinued. However, another office ,,'as subse
quently established.

It was not until the autumn of 1898 that
a townsite of Moscow ,,,as platted by Mr. N.
S. Long. Settlers in the vicinity desired to
make this place their shipping point and a small
village made its appearance. December 4, 1903,
the Lincoln COUll!)' T i Illes said:

"The townsite of l\,foscow was purchased d

short time ago by F. \V. Anderson, of Daven
port, from John O'Connor, of Downs. The lit
tle city has taken on new Ii fe and promises to
share the prosperity being enjoyed by the vari
ous towns throughout the county. A neat four
room school house has been erected; a new de
pot has been promised. The old school build
ing will be remodeled and utilized as a church.
A state bank will be started and a lumber yard,
a. hardware store and other enterprises will be
added to the business portion of the town.
\\That is now the main street of Moscow is to
be abandoned to mercantile establishments and
occupied by warehouses. Hereafter the main
business street will run 110rth and south, just
west of the business center of the town."

The population of Moscow is about 1 75.

ODESSA.

Considered as an enterprising western town
Odessa has a most desirable location. It lies
in a broad, productive valley, with Crab creek,
a fine stream, traversing the place. It is 10-
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cated on the Great Northern Railway, twenty
five miles from Harrington, and the same dis
tance from Ritzville, in Adams county, on the
south. It is a Russian settlement and named
for the celebrated wheat shipping point of the
Muscovite empire.

Although one of the youngest tows in Lin
coln county Odessa has come into prominence
within the past few years and is rapidly taking
its place in line with the most progressive mu
nicipalities in the Big Bend. Unlike the earlier
settled portions of Lincoln county, where
single individuals control and farm several sec
tions, the agricultural population adjacent to
Odessa is closely clustered and there are two or
three settlers to the section. They are mostly
German-Russian or Bohemian farmers. George
\·V. Finney was the founder of the town of
Odessa and he is the earliest pioneer of this
portion of the county, having homesteaded the
land upon which now stands the town. It was
platted by Mr. Finney in the summer of 1899
in generous lots of 50XI25 feet. Of Mr. Fin
ney and his brother, Richard, the Big Bend
Chief, published at Wilsoncreek, Douglas
county, said:

"George and Dick Finney came to the Crab
creek country from Missouri at an early day,
and engaged in stock raising, the only line of
business represented here. Dick located as a
homestead what is now Odessa, but later re
linquished it for the purpose of filing on a tim
ber claim. George homesteaded a piece of land
in the same localitv. Later the brothers came-
into possession of the Odessa tract and when
they dissolved partnership George, rather re
luctantly, took possession of it. He attempted
to raise wheat on the to\\"nsite of Odessa, but
made a failure of it and decided that he had
nearly a worthless ranch. A change came,
however, and he platted a portion of it."

The Odessa Record continues the story of
the birth of the town:

George W. Finney may properly be called tbe father

of Odessa. He settled in this part of Crab Creek vaHev
in 1886, filing on the land where the greater portion ~i

OdesS'a now stands, as a timber culture claim. There
were only a few settlers up and down the creek in
those days and it was not until the year 1S92 that the
Great Northern Railway was built through this part
of the country to the coast. Houses were miles apart
and Ritzville and Harrington were the nearest trading
points". Up to six or seven years ago (1897) stock
raising was carr"jed on quite successfully in the valier
and for years Mr. Finney's cattle roamed at will over
the ground now occupied by the growing young tOW11

of Odessa.
It was in the winter of 1897-8 that Mr. Finn,,·

first conceived the idea of building a town here, and
he set about to interest other~ in the project. The Great
Northern then had a sidetrack here and the place was
known as Odessa siding. In the month of January,
18gB, Roy E. Trantum, W. N, Schoonover, and J. B.
Ziegler landed here, driving across country from Ritz
ville to investigate the possibilities- of opening a genera!
merchandise store. They were well pleased with the
location and believing that it would some day make ;]
good town. ~tfessrs. Tantrum and Schoonover decided 1(1

erect a store building. :Mr. Finney fnrnished them with
a site and they employed Mr. Ziegler to build for them.
By l\Jay the building wa~ completed and their stock
consisting of general merchandise and lumber haying
ar.f"ived! they commenced business.

In June the Odessa postoffice was estahlished and
~I r. Schoonover was appointed postmaster. Other"
had arrived on the scene by this time and a few build
ings were put up and another store started by Gu~t,

Zabel. In the fall l\Ir. Ziegler was appointed justice oi
the peace and notary public and opened a real estale
and insurance office. It was then evident that then'
would be a town, so l\lr. Finney employed J. W. Strack.
then city engineer of Spokane, to survey and plat the
town. (The town was platted July 17, ISgg. hy George
W. Finney.) The following spring L. G_ Nuelse" alld
George Unsoeld bought Trantum & Schoonover', stock
of merchandis'e and !\oIr. Nuelsen succeeded :Mr. Schoon·
over as postmaster, which office he held until Fehruary.
Igor. when Dr. Connell, the present postmaster. \Vas ap
pointed to succeed him. In the fall of ISgg 1. T. Whi;tlrr
came here as agent for the Great Northern Railway Co",:
pany. The depot was not built until the early part at
the year 1900, and he transacted the company's husinc5.:'
in Adams & Company's grain warehouse, now owncd
by the Seattle Grain Company.

At this time the population consisted of betwecn
fifty and one hundred people, During the year otheT'
came and several new busines-s enterprises were started.
In Octoher Trantum & Schoonover's addition to the
town was platted and they sold several lots. But it wa;
not until the summer of 1901 that the town began, to

show rapid growth. During that year th. populatlO l1

increased very rapidly and before the year was Ollt It
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b ed' over four hundred souls. In May, Finney's

num cr .
First Addition was platted and about the same t.me
\1 . Ziegler laid out another addItIon to the town on
;h; west. These two additions now constitute the
"' ler part of the residence portion of the town. The
o:'ssa State Bank was established in April, 1901, with
George A. Kennedy, our present mayor, as cashier.
The Odessa Record made its appearance on May loth,
wi,h the name of M. F. Devlin at the masthead. Last
"ear (1902), the town was incorporated, the mill, the
;lCW brick school house, and several brick blocks were
erected and numerous new business enterprises estab
lished. In ,he fall another new addition to the town
was laid out and platted, by Messrs. George \"1. Finney

and J. ]. Pattee.

During the summer of 1903 Mr. Roy E.
Tranturn, one of the prominent business men of
Odessa, contributed the following personal
reminiscence to the Odessa Record:

Five years ago the 7th of last January (1898),
). B. Ziegler, W. N. Schoonover and myself landed in
Crab Creek valley at a point known as Odessa sidetrack,
on the main line of the Great Northern Railway, coming
across the country with a team and wagon from Ritz
\·ille. the county seat of Adams county, to investigate
rhe possibilities of opening a general merchandise store.
The land tributary to Odessa, which is now fenced and

•
producing the finest kind of wheat, was then a "ast
rolling prairie. and not a cabin or fence to greet the eye,
bill it was nevertheless, a magnificent picture. We were j
'" well pleased with the location and believing that there
was a glorious future for the country surrounding."I. Schoonover and myself decided at once to erect
a s'ore building and forthwith employed ;\1 r. Ziegler,
then a contractor~ to erect a building 24x50 feet.

We had to wait about two months for our build
ing material, and in the meantime :Mr. Ziegler filed a
homeS'tcad right on a vacant 4O-acre tract a short dis~

tance from our location, and built a cabin thereon. The
tract i!' now known as Ziegler's addition to Odessa.
During the con~truction of 'our store building there
appeared upon the scene C. V. Drazan, an enterprising
young immigrant agent. and he wa~ so well pleased with
the COulltry, and foreseeing the grand opportunitie:; to
he achicYed. he at once S'ecured the agency of the N orth
ern Pacilic Land Company~ acting as their resident
agen.t. and commenced advertising the country and its
POSSIbilities. and to him a large share of t>rai~e is to
be given for the numher of industrious farmers who
snrronnd 011r bus)' little burg. By May we had a very
good stnck of general merchandise. lumber and wood.
In June W. N. Schoonover was duly appointed post
master. which office was much appreciated by the people
~our locality. Previous to this time we had to go to I

mona {or our mail, a distance of twelve miles east

and it was a great inconvenience. It was evident that
we would have a town, and Mr. Finney employed the
S'ervices of J. \"1. Strack, a surveyor from Spokane, to
layout about ten acres in blocks and lots, and Mr.
Finney then gave us a deed to one lot 50 x 100 on which
our store was built. The lots sold so well that since
that time Mr. Finney has had several additions staked
out. Joe Jilk and Frank Ardolf were the next to erecr
a building for a hotel and a 5"dloon. Mr. C. V. Drazan
then built an office and in the fall Gus. Zabel built a
a store and put in a stock of general merchandise.
At about this time J. B. Ziegler was appointed justice of
the peace and notary public, also securing the agency
of the American Central Fire Insurance Company. Mr.
Ziegler has been very prosperous, which he deserves
for his integrity and earnest work for the welfare of the
town.

The Great Northern Express Company appointed
the writer express agent the same fall which was another
felt want in our neil';hborhood. The following spring
L. G. Nuelsen and George UnSXleld succeeded the firm
of Trantnm & Schoonover in general merchandise. L. G.
Nuelsen succeeding \"1. N. Schoonover as postmaster.
At about this time the Odessa school district was laid
out and a school houS'e built which has lately been re
placed by a modern four-room brick structure that is a
credit to our community. Odessa has progressed much
more rapidly than any of its neighbors, and there is room
in plenty for those who desire to locate in a prosperous
locality.

In 1900 there were fil'e business houses in
Odessa and a census of the town \yould haye
disclosed a population of only 30. But the ad
jacent country was beginning to be well settled
and 600,000 bushels of wheat wer.e shipped
from the town. Of the rapid growth of Odessa
the Seaffle Post-ll/telligellccr in June, 1902,

said:
"Just west of Lamona on the Great ~orth

em Railway is one of those surprises \I'hich
meet the traveler who comes through this sec
tion for the first time in two years-the town of
Odessa. There was no Odessa beyond a sign
post and a water tank in 1900. There is quite
a good deal to Odessa now, and every bit there
is lively. The wheat and grain shipping and
the trade of the farmers in the surrounding
country made this town. It has three hotels,
unless more have been built during the past
week. It has two business streets well lined
with stores. It has a number of brick business
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blocks anel se\'eral really handsome residences I
among its houses. Everything is very new but
everything is well established. The place is
growing as fast as material can be secured for
buildings and men to erect them."

The first steps toward incorporation were
taken June 9, 1902. On that date a mass meet
ing of citizens was held at Smith's Hall. Senti
ment was almost unanimously in favor of the
proposition and a committee was appointed to
secure signers to a petition to the county com
missioners asking the privilege of voting on the
question. Seventy-two signatures were ob
tained and the petition was presented July 28th.
The elate set for election was September 13.
1902. Fifty-seven votes were cast, of \\-hich
fifty were for incorporation and one against.
Following is the vote for municipal officers:

For Mayor-George A. Kennedy, 45; L.
G. Nuelsen, 8; J. B. Ziegler, I.

For Councilmen-Joseph Kriegler, 55; J.
B. Ziegler, 51; J. P. Weber, 51; S. S. Barney,
48; A. Bigham, 48; Roy E. Trantum, 4; Julius
Krinkle, 4; Paul Alten, 2; F. Logsdon, I; L.
P. Zimmer, 1.

For Treasurer-E. J. Kriegler, 54.
The first meeting of the new ci ty council

was held October 1st.
The memorable Crab creek flood and its

effect on the town of Odessa is thus described
in the Record of date March II, 19°4:

"Odessa passed through the worst flood
in her history this week. The oldest settler in
this vicinity of the Crab creek valley has never
witnessed its equal. The water, which had been
unusually high this season, began to rise rap
idly Tuesday morning and about 8 o'clock a.
m., a telephone message was received from
Barney Minard that the worst was yet to come
and warned all to be prepared for it. Though
living Lut a few miles from Odessa, it requires
about six hours for water to traverse the space
from Minard's to town, and preparations were
at once begun to save our city bridges. Every-

body worked with a will; in a few hours all
were anchored and none too soon, for when the
work was completed the water was up to their
stringers. The old Finney flume, one of the
landmarks of Odessa, was next threatened. and
on account of the decayed condition of the same
it was decided to anchor one side and cut out
the part across the main channed for the preser.
vation of the hridges below. Shohly after nOon
the water was out of its ?anks and ftoodiug
parts of the town, especially the southern aud
western portions. About this time the water
had lifted Bob Smith's shop from its founda
tion but no further damage was done to that
building. The people of Ziegler's addition were
compelled to leave their homes and seek refuge
on higher ground. By four o'clock nearly the
entire town, except the north side and main
street was covered with water. Later some or
the Main street cellars began filling up aud at
7 :30 p. m., there were eight inches of water
flowing through Main street and from six to
twelve inches over. every bridge in the city,
with the water still slowly rising. Many of our
people had left their homes and were spending
the night with friends more fortunately situ·
ated. It is said that Henry Sieler's home ac
commodated about fifty people that el·ening.
At midnight the water began to recede and has
been falling steadily ever since.

"\Vhen one recalls the immense body of Ira
ter which swept over the flat on which our city
is located the small amount of damage done ap
pears hardly credible. Not a bridge left its
foundation, although some of the approaches
and a few perpendicular and batter posts Irere
washed out. The county, however, did not fare
so well. Commissioner Kellum informs us thiS
morning that there is not a bridge left on Crab
Creek east of Odessa. From all parts of LI11
coIn county come reports that bridges hare
been washed away and roads rendered nnfit for
travel. The Great Northern roadbed between
this place and \Vilsoncreek has been greatly
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I . O'cd bv the flooding of the tracks and traf
(al11a~ .. . . '
fie has been practically at a standstill since

. "Tuesday evemng.
The present school district of Odessa was

org-anizec1 in December, 189.7, and on January
1O~ J898, the directors of the newly formed dis
trict held their initial meeting. George W.
Finney donated the present beautiful site in
the southeastern portion of the town, and a
school building was erected. The growth of
this school has been rapid. .The single room
frame building soon became too small and an
addi tion was erected and another teacher em
ployed. Early in 1902 it was found necessary
to again increase the school facilities of the
to\\'Il, and the old building was disposed of and
in its place was built a handsome four-room
brick structure, provided with modern equip
mellts. at a cost of $7,000. Those who have
taught in this school and rendered most efficient
senice are Miss Anna L. Johnson, Mrs. F. J.
~IcKay and Miss Carrie B. Weir. There are
eight grades taught in the schools.

Municipal improvements are still progress
ing in Odessa. In October, 1902, a flouring
mill was completed with a capacity of 400 bar
rels, and a total warehouse capacity of 60,000
bushels. In 1904 a system of water works was
installed costing $14,000. For this purpose
$12,000 in bonds were voted, in May, of that
year, there being 45 votes in favor of the bonds'
and 5 against them. Odessa has four grain
warehouses shipping from 750,000 to 900,000
bushels of grain annually.

The churches of Odessa comprise the Pres
byterian, German Lutheran, German Congrega
tional, Baptist and Catholic. Of fraternal so
cieties there are the A. O. U. W., 1. O. O. F.,
D. of H. and F: of A. In May, 1902, the
population of the town had increased to 436
and it is at present estimated at 800.

REARDAN.

The present population of the livelv little
•

city of Reardan is approximately six hundred.
It is located fifteen miles east of Davenport,
twenty-three miles west of Spokane by wagon
road and forty-Qne miles by rail, and ~>nly two
miles west of the division line between Lincoln
and Spokane counties. Reardan is, indeed, a
prettily situated town and surrounded by an ex
tensive area of rich farming country contribut
ing to its importance as an eligible trading
point. Grain is delivered to Reardan for ship
ment from miles around, especially from that
garden spot, the Crescent country, which sup
ports a large population and where as great im
prpvements in the line of handsome country
houses may be found as in the same extent of
territory elsewhere in the county.

For a number of years before the construc
tion of the Central \Vashington Railway in
1889, there was a town on the present site of
Reardan. It was known as Fairweather, that
being the name of the village originally laid out
just east of the present townsite of Reardan.
Fairweather was platted September 23, 1882, by
William F. Hooker and John W. Still, residents
of Cheney. But during this time Fairweather
was, practically, a town in name only, although
in its palmiest days it boasted of a store, a hotel
conducted by M. Olson, and a blacksmith shop.
In the earlier days a postoffice named Capps was
located on the ranch of J. S. Capps, one mile
north of the present site of Reardan. "Capps'
place" was on the old Fort Spokane stage road.
W'ith the completion of the railroad to this
point Fairweather took on a new ambition and
became a hustling little business point. But
this event in its history was followed by the loss
of its name, Fairweather, and the substitution
of two names in its place, The postoffice was
moved down from Capps', and for a time the
new "burg" assumed that name, On the rail
way time tables. however, the station was
designated as Reardan, in honor of Engineer
of Construction C. F. Rear,dan. \Vithin a
short period that became the generally accepted
name of the town.
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Dm-ing the summer and fall of 1889 quite
a lively business point sprung up supplanting
the original town of Fairweather. Of course
the completion of the Central Washington
Railway was the cause of this sudden access of
activity. The first building erected was a ware
house 120x30 feet in size, put up in June by the
Northern Pacific Elevator Company. The rail
way company built an elegant depot and Mr. C.
A. Pearce became the local agent. During the
autumn of the same year he erected a residence,
the first in the town. The original store build
ing was erected in August by M. Olson, who
moved his stock of goods down from the old
town of Fairweather. Shortly afterward the
postoffice of Capps, was discontinued and Mr.
Capps, the postmaster, occupied the same posi
tion in the new town, the office for a period
thereafter being known as "Capps'." The same
fall James Brand opened the second store in
town; A. W. Childs established himself in the
drug business and A. Lutzhoft opened an imple
ment house. These were the only business
houses introduced in Reardan during the year
1889. Possibly not to exceed twelve or fifteen
people passed the winter in the town of
Reardan.

By the United States census taken June 1,
1890, we find that the town had gained a pop
ulation of thirty-one. Two new firms started
in business in 1890, Mr. Wickham and J. ll'I.
Warren. By the summer of 1891 Reardan had
improved wonderfully, supporting four gen
eral merchandise stores, a drug store, harness
shop, furniture store, saloon, two hotels, barber
shop, two butcher shops, blacksmith shop and a
boot and shoe store.

It may be said that from 1892 until 1899
there ,\-as, practically, no growth of any dis
tinctive importance to the town of Reardan.
But the country in the immediate vicinity was
thickly settled and the town depended entirely
upon Its agricultural resources. The "hard
times" through which the entire country was
passing produced its -effect on the new town

and business was stagnant. With the develop..
ment of the country and enormous cereal crops
accompanied by good prices of the late 90·s
Reardan came rapidly to the front. It may be
remarked that the year 1899 was the most pros
perous one in her history. One of the import_
ant enterprises of this year was the erection oi
a flouring mill by the Washington Grain & ~lill

ing Company. The original capacity of this
mill was 125 barrels; this has since been in
cceased to 400 barrels. In November of this
year the Reardan Exchange Bank was organ
ized by local capital.

In February, 1901, a petition for the in
corporation of the town of Reardan was thrown
out by the board of county commissioners. The
cause assigned for this failure to incorporate
was an insufficient number of" petitioners, prim
arily, and secondarily, to the opposition, or at
least, indifference, of several leading property
holders in the town. But the proj ect \ras not
doomed to failure; only temporary delay. In
June, 1902, the population, according to the
census returned by Assessor D. M. McRae. lias
378. This was a fine showing and greatly en
couraged the friends of incorporation. Another
petition was circulated and presented to tl,e
commissioners. This was in 1903. This ],~

tion had been preceded by a mass meeting held
January 31, at which the sentiment was all11(J'(
unanimous in favor of incorporation. The p'.
tition was signed by 79 voters and the e!ecti,;l1
set for April 4th. There were cast III votes. 01

which 68 were for and 34 against incorpora
tion, nine not voting on the proposition. The
first municipal officers were M. Moriarty.
mayor ; T. G. Stevenson, John vVickhall1, John
Raymer, C. S. Warren and J. c. Driscoll.
councilmen; Frank Garber, treasurer: L. A

• J ceDale, marshal and \"1. D. Barnhart. po 1

judge.
During the fall of 1903 the people of Rear

- I Colldan undertook and carried to a successttl
• 1

elusion a work that is destined to result 1n O1l\C"

good to the town. The citizens subscrihed $5·-
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000 to build a wagon road from the falls north
of Reardan to the Cedar Canyon mines in Stev
ens county. With this road completed Reardan
now enjoys an excellent trade from that dis
trict which formerly went to Davenport and

Springdale. .
..\ugust 21, 1903, the Reardan Gazette said:
"Reardan has five general merchandise

stores. two hardware and implement stores, two
lumber yards, two drug stores, one bank, tw.)
livery stables, two barber shops, two butcher
shops, one jewelry store, one confectionery
store, one millinery store, three blacksmith
shops, three saloons, five large grain ware
houses, a 4oo-barrel flouring mill, two doctors,
one lalryer, one newspaper, one real estate of
fice, one hotel, one restaurant, a handsome aud
itorium and lodge room. There are also three
churches and a fine school building. Fra
ternal societies comprise the Odd Fellows, Re
bekahs, Woodmen of the \Vorld, \Vomen of
Woodcraft, Maccabees, Fraternal Army of
..\merica and Grand Army of the Republic.
There is, also, a public park adjoining the town
on the east owned by citizens or Reardan, con
taining a ball ground and grand stand. So
rapidly as possible this 'breathing space' is be
ing beautified and in time will become one of
the greatest attractions of the town."

The territory north of Reardan is supplied
with the free rural postal delivery. The neigh
horing farming country is connected by a barb
wire telephone system. So far in her history
Reardan remains one of the few towns that have
never received a set back by any serious con
flagration.

MONDOVI.

T\\'o and one-half miles northeast of the
to\\'I1 of 11 d ", ', - on OV1 In the early 80's was estab-
hshed a postoffice known then as Mondovi but
I ' '
ater as "Old Md'" Th'on OVI. IS was the first
POstoffice e t bl' h d . .s a IS e In northern Lincoln
COuntl' It .

• . \I as on the old Fort Spokane stage

line and was the stopping place for, travelers
over that route. A gentleman by the name of
Christian was postmaster; he also carried a
small stock of goods which he disposed of to
the very few settlers in his vicinity. Old Mon
dovi passed out of existence with the birth of
New Mondovi, or Mondovi proper. The pros
pect of the Central Washington Railway being
built through this territory gave an impetus to
the later town. In its issue of January I, 1889,
the Lincoln County Times contributed the first
intimation that a town was in existence at that
point as follows:

"Mondovi is experiencing a boom in a small
way. John Raymer is erecting a mill near the
ranch of Isaac Mulberin and will soon be ready
to do custom sawing. The railway is graded
into that burg and they are patiently waiting
for track-laying to reach that point. The ware
house now being built at that point will receive
grain on arid after January 7th, and the farm
ers are holding their grain until then. Consid
erable building will be done early in the spring."

This "boom" mentioned by the Times was
a rather limited affair. No business houses
made their appearance in 1889 nor in
1890. However, during the latter year a post
office was secured and J. \Volverton beca.me
postmaster. According to the United States
census of 1890 Mondovi was credited with hav
ing a population of sixteen. It was in 1891 that
Mondovi enjoyed its first and only "boom,"
D. F. Percival and Stanley Hallet, of Cheney,
purchased a half section of land at that point
and attempted to build a rival to the town of
Reardan. J. H. King, who had ,been living at
Deep Creek, for some time previous, was se
lected by the townsite owners to push the fur
tunes of the new enterprise. Mr. King estab
lished a blacksmith shop, a restaurant and liv
ery stable and became postmaster. For quite
a period he was the only business man in town,
but later a gentleman from Cheney opened a

•

store, which he sold after a few months to his
clerk, John M. Siegman, who has conducted
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the first and only store in Mondovi ever since.
For several years the town made no growth of
moment, but being in the center of a rich and
extensive wheat country much grain is shipped
from this point and Mr. Siegman enjoys a sub
stantial and lucrative trade. January IS, 1897,
the Times again touched upon the subject of
Mondovi:

·!Iandoyi was born during ubuomH days in the great
west and provision was made for a mighty city. Profit
able farms were ahandoned for agricultural purposes
and converted into town blocks and lots and placed
on the market at figures that prorni'>ed fonunes in re
turn. They were well advertised abroad and many sales
were made; all went well for a time. Many lots were
sold but no brick blocks sprung up or even wooden
ones. In fact the boom was confined entirely to the
sale of real estate, and as time paS'Sed and taxes became
due, with no sign of material growth in sight, the air
<:astles began to vanish. Sales ceased and taxes upon
highly valued town property became burdensome. Grad
ually town additions began to revert into good farm~'

until only a small but sufficient portion of the original
townsite remained. The idea conceived that a great city
could be built up in such a way was, of course, an idle
dream, yet it was a natural product of "boom" times
when any kind of speculation seemed to prosper. It
was a fair sample of the enterp,ise that contributed to
the "hard timeS'" in the west in the early go's--enter
prise that ruined credit.

Mondovi is surrounded by a fertile farming coun
try. but she was hopelessly handicapped from the
start in the contest for commercial importance b,Y
the preS'ence of larger and well established rivals on both
sides, so she could not reasonably have been expected
to develop into anything but a small country town.
Early in January, 18<)7, by action of the count)' com
missioners, the town was reduced in area to just a few
blocks, nearly the entire townsit~ reverting to tile owners
as farm land~.

The fire record of Mondovi is confined to
one conflagration. Monday evening, Febru
ary 5, 1894, the large warehouse owned by Sen
ator R. A. Hutchinson was burned. The build
ing contained 16,000 bushels of wheat, and of
this amount 12,000 bushels were destroyed.
The loss was large and only $4,500 insurance
was carried. This fire was supposed to have
been the work of incendiaries.

At present Mondovi is a town of about 100
people. There are several warehouses, a gen-

eral store, a saloon, hotel, blacksmith shop, and
feed mill. There are two churches, MethOdist
and United Brethr,en. Mondovi is seren
miles northeast of Davenport.

GOVAN.

Govan is a town of about 100 inhabitants,
situated on the Central \Vashington Railway.,
six miles west of \Vilbur. As a place on the
map Govan (named in honor of one of the
Korthern Pacific ci"il engineers) came into ex
istence in the autumn of 1889, with the buiJd.
ing of the railroad. But it was several years
afterward before it gained the distinction oi

being called a "town." For some little time
after the railroad was built Govan was quite a
lively camp, although, in a business way, hlll
little progress was made. One of the principal
causes of Govan being Ii ,'ely during the spring
of 1890 was the fact that a large sand bank \\'as
located ill its immediate vicinity. \Vood. Lar
son & Company, railroad contractors, made
GOYan their headquarters and a large force of
men were employed there engaged in digging
sand for railroad work. There was a steam
shovel and four gravel trains were utilized in
this work. Chief Dispatcher Stitson had a car
here during the time this work was in progress.
and handled the movements of all trains. Frank
M. 'Dallam visited Govan April 28, 1890, and
made the assertion that Govan had nothing to

recommend it, ami that it would never he an\
thing more than a station. \Vhile Mr. Dalla01'S
prediction has not been entirely substantiated
his prognostication was comparatively correct,

I as Govan has been outstripped by nearly all its

rivals.
•

According to the L'nited States census ot

1890 Govan was credited with a population ot

thirty-three. Ten years later its population
was twenty-one. Since then, however, the to\1'n

I· omthas advanced and has become a trac tIlg P
and is improving. Apostoffice was established
in 1895. The townsite of Govan was platted

June 24, 1899, by Carrie A. Hesseltine.
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SPRAGUE.

:;pragllC, the second in siz,e of the present
IOll"Ib of Lincoln county, hes 111 a deep valley,
in conformation so narrow that it might be ap
propriately denominated a coulee. This entire
rallel' is bordered by steep ledges of black, vol
calli~ rock. In 1889 there were neither trees
nor gardens \\'ithin the, then, busy and compact
(;tl". ,-\ntl what little could be seen beyond the

,

basaltic rocks certainly did not suggest agricul-
ture as a I'ery important asset: But were one to
dril'e llorth\I'ard he would have come out on a
tine. high, rolling plateau; the soil consisting
oj a rich. brown loam. At the present writing
handsome shade trees line most of the streets,
especially in the residence portion of the town,
IIhich is noted for its f:ine lawns, well dressed
and in excellent condition.

1n compiling this History of Lincoln County
it has seldom been necessary to refer to dates
prior to the latter part of the 70·s. It was then
that the l'ery earliest settlers came to the coun
trr, Before that period it was something of a
l'topia-unknown except to a comparati\'ely
ielr explorers. However, we learn that as
carly as 1839 a party headed by that earnest
pioneer missionary, Rev. Cushman Eells. vis-'
ited the site \vhere now stands the' city of
Sprague, Cndoubtedly this was the first com
pany of I"hite people to camp on Lincoln county
soil. The data for this interesting history is a
letter written by Rev. Eells to a lady in

Sprag-ue, under date of January 12, 1892. Fol
IlIlIing is an extract from this epistle:

"On the afternoon of the 14th of March,
1~3~. ]{el', Elkanah \\Talker, wife and baby
hoy, :'Ilrs. Eells and myself camped at the west
ern!llost of three springs near, the present site
'J! the city I)f Sprague. On the next morning
as the animals were being caught, Mr. Walker
lias injnred by the kick of a horse. The result
\l'as ca I'd<111:> (1 not move that day. The
lI'eather \ras fine. I walked in the direction of
the present ci1\·. The occasion was favorable

•

for meditation and the praY,er-fitting pr,epara
tion for the work we were saari to enter upon,
Please take a leap over forty-three years and one
month. If I mistake not, on the 14th of April,
1882, I conducted a preaching sen-ice in
Sprague. The chapel was the dining room of
a small hotel presided over by Mrs. Baker. My
understanding is that that was the first service
of the kind ever held in that city."

Patrick Cumasky, \vho took up a homestead
in 1869, was the first settler in the locality of
Sprague, He was follo\ved in 1871 by Patrick
\\iallace and in 1872 by \Villiam Burrow, col
loquially kno\\'ll as "Hoodoo Billy." \Vhen a
small settlement began to spring up in 1879, in
anticipation of the advent of the )Jorthern Pa
cific Railway, the place was given the name of
"Hoodooville," in honor of Mr. Burrow. Dur
ing 1878-9 many parties were attracted to the
vicinity of Sprague and by them much specula
tion \I'as indulged in as to the prospective
towns to be built along the line of the oncoming
railroad, then represented by grade stakes.
.-\mong the first of these parties was one in

I which L. E, Kellogg, at that period a resident
I of Col fax, \Vhitman county, was a member.

At present Mr. Kellogg is auditor of Douglas
countv.-

Prior to the construction of the 1\orthern
Pacific Railway through the Territory of
\Vashington, the country surrounding the spot
where the town of Sprague later made its ap
pearance was inhabited by only a limited num
ber of settlers. The only place oi an)' im
portance in the vicinity where these hardy pio
neer could secure provisions was the then
small town of Walla Walla. There the United
States govemment had established a military
post, garrisoned by a fair complement of regu
lar soldiers. They were stationed there· to
guard settlers from Indian depredations and
also to keep open channels of communication be
tween them and the outer world, But the town
of Sprague was not fairly launched on munic
ipal life until the summer of 1880. The work
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of grading the Northern Pacific road was be
gun at Ainsworth, at the mouth of the Snake
river, in 1879; the work of completing the road
to the spot where Sprague is located requir,ed
over a year.

One of the exemplary rules established by
the Northern Pacific Company at the time it
was building its road through \Vashington was
that no liquor should be sold within one mile of
the proposed line of track. In June, 1880, E.
.\1. Kinnear and Patrick Wallace opened a sa
loon to accommodate the men employed in
grading the road, at a point just one mile north
of where Sprague now stands. To this day
the place is known as H\Vhiskey Rock." At
this point the saloon flourished until the ban
against such resorts in Sprague was removed.
The first building erected upon ground which
is now within the corporate limits of Sprague
was put up by the Northern Pacific Company
for the storage of grain and commissary stores.
This was in June, 1880. Later this building
was utilized for a number of years as a livery
stable. It was located on Railroad Avenue.
The commissary store was conducted by Edwin
Dane, who was a time-keeper in the employ of
the railroad company. Shortly afterward he
engaged in business for himself and opened a
second store, but did not long remain
ther,eafter. The railway commissary storehouse
was merely a temporary affair, intended to sup
ply the wants of the graders in the company's
employ. To E. M. Kinnear belongs the honor
of being the pioneer business man of Sprague.
In July, 1880, he erected a store building and
stocked it with a small assortment of goods.
Mr. Kinnear came from Colfax, where, it is
said, he operated a peanut stand for a shan
period. His Sprague business expanded until
he had an establishment of mammoth propor
tions within a few years. Until the railway
came he freighted his stock in from Colfax.
The same year Willis Misner opened a black
smith shop.

The year 1880 did not witness an abnormal
•

growth in the town. The railroad graders were
about the only people from whom to derive sup
port, the countr,y not yet being settled to any
appreciable extent. Still, even the graders con
trived to add to Hthe gaiety of nations," and
they livened up the town. During this year the
townsite was surveyed by Dr. Miller and the
plat \\'as filed with the auditor of Spokane
county Decenlber 27, 1880, by the Northern
Pacific Railway Company, per Walter Sprague,
The new town had been named in honor oi
General John \V. Sprague, who from 18i9 to
1883 was in charge of the Northern Pacific
Company's interests on the Pacific coast, as
general superintendent, assistant tr,easurer and
land commissioner. Mr. Sprague died in Ta
coma, December 24, 1893. Among those \rho
settled in the new town in 1880, or who had
previously come to the vicinity, were Patrick
\Vallace, \Villiall1 Burrow, Commodore Downs,
H. L. White, James N. Campbell, Patrick
Cumasky, Frank Sturgis, David Vinyard, Ed
win Dane, E. M. Kinnear" Dr. Miller and
others.

The spring of 1881 witnessed the arri\'al of
new enterprises in the young city. The railroad
became a finality. The rails were laid into tuwn
Sunday, May 16th. Shortage of material had
considerably delayed the arrival of the road and
during the winter work had been interrupted.
Let us glance at the town at this date. There
were then the two small general stores of E. M.
Kinnear and Edwin Dane, a livery stable con
ducted by Patrick \Vallace, a boarding house tn

a tent presided over by a Mr. Brown. and an
other of which Mrs. O'Toole was the land
lady, two saloons, one owned by Patrick Dillon:
the other by Alfr,ed Rickett, conducted by \\'il
liam H. White, and a blacksmith shop O\rned

by Willis Misner.
During the construction of the Nortbern

Pacific Railway, and for some time subse-
t\' 'quently. Sprague was a typical western C1.,

high carnival ruled at all hours; the town grew
like Jonah's gourd. The prominent factor tn
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this "boom" was the location ~here of railroad

h I llarters Handsome residences and sub-eac q , .
stantial business houses were erected; prosper
'. '.s in evidence on every side. \Vith the
ItI "".
,,:onderful development of the surrounding
country business expanded; Sp~gue developed
into a city of prominence. The advent of the
railroa<l Iras the signal for increased activity.
Residents of Sprague at that transition period
tell us that the amount of stock shipped from
the tOlm during 1881 was something enormous.
Sheep raising was carried on to some extent by
a number of parties in the vicinity, and all
seemed to be seized with a desire to patronize
the nell' railway. The company immediately
erected its depot and selected Sprague as the
location for the railway shops for the Idaho
division. Work on these was at once com
menced and about 350 men were employed on
the shops, round houses, etc. Officials of the
road looking after its interests built handsome
homes for themselves, thus contributing to the
town an appearance of permanency. The erec
tion of these beautiful residences by the railway
officials enters largely into the history of
Sprague and a chapter might be written profit
ably on this one subject. But many of these
officials were subsequently placed on trial
charged with appropriating the company's ma
terial for their homes. It was alleged that the
lumber whicll was supposed to have been used
in the company's buildings had been surreptit
iously utilized by employees. Northern Paci
fic stone was used in the foundations; Northern
Pacific bricks for chimneys; Northern Pacific
paint found its way on to the outside and inside
o~ buildings while men drawing pay from the
);orthern Pacific Company were enlployed in
the construction of private buildings. It is
I . .

c amled that from ten to fifteen houses were
fu .

us constructed; the trial of the predatory of-
~clals was a landmark in Sprague's history.

et no one was convicted.

. As with many other towns one of the orig-
Inal inst't' .

I 11110ns 111 Sprague was the brewery,

established in 188r. In that year R. O. Porak
and Charles M. Rasch came overland in a
prairie schooner from The Dalles, Or.egon, and
both at once entered into business, Mr. Rasch
engaging in a saloon enterprise while Mr.
Porak directed his attention to the brewing
of beer. "The Kettle," which at this time
composed this primitive br.ewery, was placed
between two rocks; the institution was in work
ing order. The product of this little establish
ment met with a ready sale and the owner, care
fully husbanding his profits, enlarged the plant.
Within a few years he was established in a
stone and brick building.

\Vhile there was considerable activity in
the new town it was not until about May, 1882,
that the postal authorities saw fit to grant
Sprague a postoffice. J. J. Burns was made
postmaster. The second general store (Mr.
Dane having gone out of business) to be opened
in Sprague was one owned by Gehres & Hert
rich. These gentlemen had selected a lo
cation during the winter of 1881-2, and in
March they arrived with their goods, opening
up for business on the 28th of that month.
When they arrived the snow had melted; the
townsite was covered with water. Unloading
their stock near the present depot site they
packed them through the inundation to the
store building. Victor Hertrich, alluding to the
opening of their business. says that the first
sale made was that of a suit of clothes to David
Vinyard.

April 20, 1882, the new railroad shops were
opened by an elaborate ball. Pioneers of the
town well remember, this momentous event.
On that. day the town was \'isited by a "cold
snap." The ground was cO\'ered by" four inches
of snow; the thermometer registered ten de
grees below zero. There is no disputing the
fact that these shops were responsible for the
future prominence of Sprague in Lincoln
county. Else Sprague would never, have been-
recognized in the 80'S and early 90'S as· the
"best town in eastern Washington." Several
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consisting solely of a hook 'and ladder truck
and a small band of determined men, success~

fully combatted two fires in the early history
of the town which threatened the total destruc_
tion of the place. Upon the organization of the
department Master Mechanic Jonathan Er<UIS

was elected chief and J. N. Campbell, assistant.
No active part was taken by Mr. Evans as he
was prevented from doing so by his duties with
the Northern Pacific Company. , Full responsi
bility fell upon the shoulders of Mr. CampbelL

The company organized December 13.
1882. The following month the hook and lad.
der truck was puchased from the Portland, Ore
gon, fire department, the members of the com

pany. assisted by a few other citizens, paying
for' the apparatus. Its cost in Portland \ras
$450; the freight to Sprague, $50. Later. upon
the complete organization of the company '-,i
fire fighters, it was presented to the city. .\
complete list of the members of this comp:'l1:'
is c:ot in existence. Eight of them, who il!:'

a 1Il1111L>er of years were closely identified ,',i'li
the organization, were John Bartol, J. ;.:.
Campbell, A. S. Hughes, Ed. Pendleton, Benja
min Ettleson, C. M. Rasch, David Vinyard and
\\'. P. Murray. Other members who serreu
\vith distinction during the &l's were H C.
Smith, C. M. Samson, W. J. Slattery, P.
Beardsley, George Beardsley, Fred Cooper, T.
Foley and T. N. Murphy. With the growth oiI the town it became necessary to add other ap'
paratus, and two hose carts were purchased,
thus completing the organization of Hose Com
panies :t\os. I and 2.

The city of Sprague was incorporated under
a charter enacted by the Legislative Assembly
of the Territory of \Vashington. It was ap
pr:oved by the governor November 28, 188}
This charter provided for the government ,),
the city by a mayor and six councilmen to be
elected by the people for a term of one year.
to serve without pay. It provided, also, for
a marshal to be elected by the peOple, and a
justice of the peace and assessor to be chosen

hundred thousands of dollars were expended
by the Northern Pacific Company in improve
ments in this young city. In the extensive shops
repair work for the entire Idaho division was
done; for a certain period all cars were con
structed at this point; old cars and engines over
hauled and rebuilt. From the date of the es
tablishment of the shops until 1895 the pay
roll of the Northern Pacific Company here av
eraged fully $30,000 per month.

The first celebration of Independence Day
ever held in Lincoln county occurred in
Sprague, July 4, 1882. Hon. W. H. Small
wood was orator, and George S. Brooke, presi
dent, of the day. W. H. Carr served as chief
of police. Prayer was offered by Rev. G. W.
Shaw. Even at this early day Sprague boasted
of a brass band and a competent glee club. In
1882 the first hotel-the National-was erected
by Brown & Dane. This year: also witnessed
the establishment of the first school with a roll
of about thirty scholars, and the first church,
the Episcopalian. This house of prayer was
built by popular subscription, led by V. W.
Sanders.' Its erection amply demonstrates the
proverbial.push and energy of the citizens of
Sprague. R. R. Jones was the contractor. The
timbers were framed on Saturday evening, and
on Sunday morning all the able-bodied men in
town worked on the building. That forenoon
the edifice was completed and in the afternoon
services were held. During the latter part of
1882 the first newspaper, the Sprague Herald,
was established. December. 13th, of the same
year ,a volunteer fire department was organized.
It was a hook and ladder company, the first of
the kind in the Territory of \Vashington north
of the Snake river, and e'!st of the Cascade
mountains. John Bartol served as the first
president and for: many years he remained at
the head of the Sprague fire department, and
Wa.!>, in fact, for a number of years the oldest
fire.department president in the Territory. This
pioneer, and now historic, organization, before
the hose carts and other appartus were added,
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by the city council. The officials named in
the act were George S..Brooke, mayor.; E. M.
C near William A. FaIrweather, R. O. Porak,,[\..ID, .
B, B. Glasscock, L. A. Conlee and Patrick Wal-
lace councilmen. That year the city govern
ment was organized. Martin J. Maloney was
elected the first marshal and FrankWilso~was
selected to serve as justice of the peace. At the
time of this incorporation the city contained a
population of about five hun~r.ed people. Of
the town at about thIS penod (1882) the'
Herald said, under date of May 25, 1892:

",-\lthough Sprague in the early 80's was
the largest town and the best business point in
northern Washington, still it enjoyed for a
10nO" time the unenviable distinction of being an

"uudesirable place for residence; of having the
Irorst site and environments; and being the
poorest built and most shaggy place this side of
the mountains. And all this was true to a con

siderable extent, for r.ailroad officials, having
no other object in view, fixed upon the site as
the 11I0st advantageous and best adapted one
ior dil'ision headquarters and the location of
their machine shops, and not being troubled
Irith any aesthetic taste, they were oblivious to
the picturesqueness of the shores of Lake Col
rille, and quite indifferent about the once rug
ged surface of the town site in this coulee, or
its craggy surroundings. \Vhat tended fur.
ther to excite such comment in connection with
the natural disadvantages we had to begin with
\\'as the general aspect of the place 'when nearly
a thousand people were swarming about the
Iinsy hil'e; for aside from there not being a
~reen tree, or shrub or. flower, or blade of grass
\lithin the corporate limits, the streets of this
at one time 'City of Rocks' were all ungraded
and in horrible condition and outside of the,
then imposing headquarters, the huge machine
shops and a few business houses nearly all
I 'paces of residence were one-story frame str.uc-

tur .
es at most unprepossessing appearance, and

well calculated to evoke a broad smile from the

12

•

passersby, as well as the unfavorable impres
sions which were so common."

Beginning with the establishment of the
railroad shops in 1882 there had always existed
an element of uncertainty in the growth and
prosperity of Sprague, arising chiefly from
doubt and speculation concerning the perma
nence of division headquarters. Yet despite
this quasi-uneasiness the town improved, {Q"ew
and prospered until it became, as 'said by the
H crald, the best town of its size in the Terri
tory of \Vashington, and probably unsurpassed
by any other city of 2,500 inhabitants on the
Pacific coast. Its enterprises were always
directed by a class of business men who never
contemplated defeat' in any undertaking to
which they might put their hands. The mo
mentous county seat fight of 1884 has been
voluminously treated in another chapter of this
work. Of Sprague, as it appeared to him in
1884, Mr. Frank M. \Vinship, for many years
editor of the Spraguc Herald, writing in Jan
uary, 1889, said:

We landed in Sprague early in 1884. shortly after
the days of tents and Udugouts," and at a time when
her citizens were beginning to think of something more
than a mere camping outfit, Some good, substantial
buildings were then taking the places of temporary
structures, and it seemed as though Sprague was des
tined to make rapid strides toward becoming the
metropolis of eastern Washington. But as time slipped
by and we failed to see improvements in the business
portion of the city, which her growth and natural sur
roundings demanded, we, were at a loss to know how
it was that firms doing the immense amount of business
that many of them w~re should be contented to transact
their business in old shells that would hardly shield
their goods from inclement weather. \Ve have some
times been amused while standing in front of some of
our business houses carrying stocks of goods worth
from $50,000 to $60,000 to note what little attempt was
made to advertise the business of these firms. We have
seen from time to time in the show windows of these
same firms a beautiful conglomeration, of disorder in
the matter of displaying their goods. For instance, we
have noticed boots and shoes, gaudy beads, dry goods,
apples, potatoes and onions all together on One string.
Was this because the ,proprietors supposed that only
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as ft,1rnished by Sergeant Bartol shortly afll'T
organization:

E. G. Pendleton, captain; R. G. Paddo k fi
lieutenant; Thomas O'Brien, second lieutenan~.'J~~
Bartol, first sergeant; J. N. Campbell, second se:gearn'
M. P. Murpby, tbtrd sergeant; Wallace Mount, fourth
sergeant; W..T. Murray, first corporal' W F B• . . rown,
second corporal; Thomas Meagher· thl'rd co, rporal'
a,arles A. Hagen, fourth corporal. '

Privates-B. F. Burton, G. S. Brooke A B B k
J- • • roo t,

J. J. Burns, John Bracken, Thomas Block, SAC I. . . On et
John Cody, George Case, Len Curtis, George CosgrO';
Ja~es DIllon, J. P. Deredesheimer, P. Dencer, H. W'
~atrweather, J a~es Fairburn, F. M. Gray, David Hig:
gms, J. J. Harm, W. Hinshaw, A. S. Hughes, S. G.
Jackson,O. c. Jensen, John Palmer, A. Schneider, \V. S,
Specklnllre, J. S. SmJlh, Thomas Smith, W. J. Slattery,
George M. Fray, G. A. Wood, L. A. Winney, T, .\.
WIckham, P. Wallace, B. B. White, H. W. Brooke
G. S. Johnson, G. R. K1nick, J. W. Kelly, W. B. LOll:
man, 1. G. McGinnis, H. T. Murray, J. J. Maloney
J. W. Miller, M. S. Weeks, S. Newman, R. M. Poner:
William Pea, W. F. Robertson, Frank Ringuit, Knox
Johnson, Charles B. Johnson, Willis Kinder, H. lie·
Ginnis, S. P. McGinnis, M. Mullett, M. J. Maloney,
S. G. McMillan, Ira G. Nelson, W. H. Olds, IV. P.
Putman, F. M. Quinlan, L. P. Reardon, T. $. Roodma~
R. D. Rairdon.

In the election for officers of Troop A. in
May, r888, the following candidates were suc·
cessful: Charles B. J ohnson, c~ptain; B. B.
Glasscock, first lieutenant; Dr. Smith, second
lieutenant. In this capacity Captain ]olmson
served for many years.

A Sprague citizen, writing of the improre
ments in his town in September, 188i, said:

I want to have a little general talk about our im
provements under way and prospective, to show that
our sister city, Spokane Falls, hasn't got it all her ow,
way.· To start with is the new mill, the brick and stone
foundation of which is already up. The building will
be 36'48 feet in size, three stories and basement. The
capacity of this mill will be 75 bartels per day. The
warehouse already up is 30x70 feet. An engine room
will be built, the engine to ~ 35-horse power. The
town council is receiving plans for putting in a system

. re-
of water pipes and sewers. Plans are also being
ceived for establishing a system of electric lights. An'
other industry talked of here is a foundry. As a
shipping point Sprague stands second between Helena,
'{ . ' 3t the
" ontana, and Wallula JunctIon.' TransactIOns

-------~---~-----
Siwashes would see their display, or .was it lack of taste
and enterprise on the part of our business men?

We have solved this query as follows: .Many of
our business men came here when Sprague was only
a railroad camp and started their enterprises on a
small scale' and built up large commercial interests
and were satisfied to ply their avocations in buildings
wholly at variance with the growth and demands of their
trade, and making the prosperity of their city a secondary
consideration, content while they, themselves, were ac
cumulating fortunes, to let the city take care of herself.
Some of these same old fogies have even gone so far
as to discourage parties desiring to locate here by tell
ing them that business was dull and everything was
being overdone, when in truth there was not a business
man in the city who was not making money. We are
glad to note that within the last two years this great
evil has been, in a large measure, overcome. Some of
the old fogies have left and men of enterprise have
come in, and those of the old ones who remain see
the necessity of keeping pace with the times. Many
n<iw buildings have. been erected that would be a credit
to any city, and with those in contemplation, in another
year the business portion of the town will wear quite
a metropnlitan air.

June 28, 1886, the Gity of Sprague voted on
the question whether or no intoxicating liquors
should be sold within her corporate limits. The
result was favorable to the "wet" element, the
vote being: For prohibition, 90; against, 283.

. Lincoln county's original flouring mill was
erected at Sprague in r88i. Pledges from
farmers were secur.ed by the promoters to fur
nish 50,000 bushels of wheat. A considerable
portion of this pledged wheat came from a dis
tance of 35 or 40 miles. Huffman & Stevens
were the proprietors of this enterprise. It' is
aver,red that every bushcl of wheat grown in
188i between the Columbia river and Rock
creek was marketed at this mill, totaling ex
actly 52,000 bushels. In this connection it is
interesting to note that this same territory in
190 r yielded at least 12,000,000 bushels. Dur
ing the spring of r88i a cavalry company
known as Troop A was enrolled, an organiza
tion destined to play an important part in the
town's history, and one.in which the people of
Sprague took great pride. Following were
the members, officers and privates of Troop A,
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erage about $25,000 per month, and this season
depot av h' d fne-half million pounds of wool were s 'ppe rOm
orer a ... I B 'ld'

d this bus'iness IS zncreasmg year y. U1 mg
here. an . .
, ' nlents are very bnsk. Three dwelllllgs, thosellnprove . .
of ~je5sr5, ]. H. Shields, Frank ?heres and WIlham

D
' hoefer will cover $14,000 filllshed. It IS safe to
ltlen ' . ., .

place the amount at $75,000 whIch IS bemg spent III

building operatIOns. .,

Saturday morning, November 13, 1887,
Sprague ",as visited by a fire which, destroyed
iour buildings, The losers were MISS Callan,
millinerv; Thomas McAllister, harness store;

•
lones & Kygard, furnitu:e, and McInnis, pho-
;ographer. All carried insurance with the ex
ception of Mr. McInnis. In addition to the de
stntction of her store Miss Callan lost consider
able money which was in a trunk that was
burned.

In the beginning of the year 1889 Sprague
was a busy town of 1,600 people. She exhibited
positi\'e evidence of prosper.ity in the improve
ments of her streets; the erection of brick busi
ness blocks; in her large public school and, court
house. Here was located a Catholic school (St.
Joseph's Academy), and many men found
lucrative employment in the railroad shops.
Sprague was the principal headquarters for the
Idaho division of the Northern Pacific Railway
Compauy, and the company had a large, hand
some building for the use of its officials. A
brewery using the barley grown in the sur
rounding country and hops from Puyallup Val
ley brought considerable money to the town and
the neighboring farmers. The same year wit
nessed many impr,ovements, public and private.
These included an electric light plant and a sys-

,

tem oi water works. New business houses were
•

erected; a creamery established and, takep. alto-
gether, it ,,-as a year of great advancement for
the town. Aside from the improvements men
honed a new brick city hall was built. Prior
to the erection of this edifice the city council had
been meeting in a woodshed. '

h During the first decade of Sprague's history
t e town never experienced what might be cor
rectly denominated a "boom." It had no oc-'

casion for one nor did it attempt to manufacture
.one with the usual ingredients of "hot air" and
imagination. But up to the period of its great
and almost incalculable disaster through fire it
enjoyed a steady growth. Many of the towns
in eastern Washington coming into existence
in the 80'S bought advertising space in the Port
land Oregonian, the Minneapolis Tribune and
other papers for the purpose of attracting atten
tion to them. But this was not the case with
Sprague. It permitted its own steady march to
interest the stranger within, or without its
gates. From the time of its inception its course
was one of uninterrupted smoothness. It made
such improvements as time and circumstances
would permit. Nearly all the streets and ave
nues ,\-ere graded; its public buildings consisted
of a commodious opera house, Masonic Tem

ple and city hall. Up to a certain eventful date
no floods nor fires nor blizzards marred the

•

city's progress during the first decade.
But the year 1890 began with a "boom"

of colossal proportions. Never before in the
town's history had there been such marked
activity in real estate as was witnessed in March
of this year. Business lots that had been
on the market for months at merely nominal
figures were now snapped up quickly and
eagerly. All descriptions of property advanced
rapidly. The underlying cause fer. all the "com-

•
mercial tumult" was the announcement that
the Northern Pacific Railway Company would
at once begin the work of doubling the capacity
cif its car shops, round houses, etc., and would
expend $250,000 in improving its property. It,
was on the wings of, romor, also, that the Ore
gon Railroad & Navigation Company was about
to establish a new railroad east and west of
Sprague, and that Sprague would be headquar
ters for the construction work. The possibility
of the erection of a smelter here affording em
ploYment to 2,000 men did not in the least
diminish the enthusiasm of the citizens. A fran
chise was granted by the city council for the
construction of a street car line to be completed
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within ninety days. A choice and sightly tract
of land in the suburbs was platted. The city pur
chased twenty acres more to be used as a public
park. In its issue of March 27th the Sprague

Herald said:

Sprague, at this period, was certainly enjoy
ing a "boom" of magnificent proportions. Real
estate agents received orders by wire to inc
vest in Sprague properties from capitalists.
"Sprague real estate riot for sale at any price,"
was a common telegraphic answer to inquiries
received by people who owned property in the
town which was apparently to become a city.
April 3d the H crald said:

The past week 'has been one of unusual activity,
there having been eighty-two transfers in the city. As
yet prices are held at an advance of about twenty-five
per cent. over last week. Still, real estate in Sprague is
lower than that of any other city of impo'l1ance in the
state. Choice business locations may be purchased
at from $2,000 to $5,000. Residence l6ts are selling at
prices varying from $75 to $600. Our people are in no
wise excited but are simply awakening to the fact
that Sprague has advantages which warrant her in
taking a more conspicuous place among Washington
cities.

"

Washington was now a state. During the
summer of 1891 the question of reincorporating
the city ,of Sprague was taken up. Experience
had demonstrated that' there were many defects
in the old charter, some of which limited the
powers to such an extent that the growth and
advancement of the city was greatly retarded.
The legislature of the new state at its first ses
sion under the constitution, among other acts,
provided by a general law charters for cities,
including a charter for cities of the third class.
To remedy the defects of their, city charter the
people of Sprague desired to reincorporate un
der this law. Accordingly they cir.culated for
signatures, a petition and the same was pre
sented, asking for some action toward securing
a new charter'. Originally Sprague had been
incorporated under the old Territorial lal\'.
\Vashington was now a state. The supreme
court had decided all such incorporations void
and issued a mandate authorizing special elec
tions for such purposes. The result of this
election, called by the county commissioners,
was an almost unanimous verdict in fa\'or of
re-incorporation. ,Under the new dispensation

S . th f b B 'Id the following municipal officers were elected, all
pragu~ IS, e scene 0 a very usy season. U1'

ing operations are developing rapidly and as soon as each Democrats wi th the exception of Councilman
structure is finished it is at once occupied. Calls are con- 0 C J nsen'. . e .
tinually being made for workmen, Not enough laborers George S. Bro,oke, mayor; John Bartol.
can be had to carryon the work necessary to the rapid
growth of the city. Sprague in the infancy of its tr.easurer; George Maguire, assessor; R. ~l.
growth resembles Spokane during its miraculous ad- Houck, health officer; T. M. Cooper, F. J.
vancement of a couple of years ago. This week two Gehres, John Garvey, T. N. Murphy. W. P.
real estate offices have been established and the trans-
fers number over one hundred. With all its advantages Putman, James Stewart and 0: C. Jen,en.
Sprague is destined to become one of the foremost cities councilmen.
in Washington. At any rate the confidence of those As illustrating the laxity oi railroad. land
who have been purchasing real estate must be very '1

. h'l office and other officials it is stated that not untlgreat or they would not mvest so eavi y.
\ June, 1895, did the Northern Pacific Railway

This boom, however, was of short duration. Company receive a patent from the government
The new railroad was not built;· the proposed to the land comprising Sprague's townSite.
improvements in the shops did not materialize; Meanwhile the real estate had been sold ane!
the smelter was not constructed; the street rail- resold many times and passedarollnd among
way system gained the "survey" stage and went many parties. In December, 1892, the Sprague
no farther. By the official census taken by the IHerald said: "All that is definitely known IS

-gove~ent in 1890 the population of Sprague I that the city is floating around' somewhere .11l

was given as 1,722. J the east half of section 23. but whether Its
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point of beginning is at the north or south
coOler stake, or somewhere in the middle of the
east half, is something that· no man can find
out fr.om the records. So the question, 'Where
is Sprague at?' is a very pertinent one."

In :\Iarch, 1892, by a vote of 182 to 46, the
citl' decided to issue bonds in the amount of
$'~'ooo to purchase the properties of the water
;,~)~ks and electric light companies, both of
Irhich had heretofore beefl operated by private
indil'iduals. The first election held for this
purpose was declared illegal. June 17 another.
election Iras carried for the proposition by a
nine-tenths vote, and a transfer of these proper

ties procurer!.
:llarch ,8, 1894, Sprague was visited by the

greatest flood hitherto known in her history.
This unusual r.ise began on the 17th; and on
the el'ening of that day the high water line had
been reached; on Sunday morning it was "out
of sight." During a period of se\·enty-two
hours that portion of the city between the rail
road and an alley near the old opera house was
inundated, the average depth on a level being
about eight inches. The low land lying east of
the railrl'ay shops was totally submerged, as was
the tract west of the mill. Three boats plied
the waters which surged through the business
portion of the town. The floors of manv stores

•

and saloons were covered with water.
:\prij 25th the Herald said: "Bradstreet's

Commercial Agency gives Sprague the best
rating of any city in the state. In effect, it says,
it is the soundest and safest citv in which to do
business in the state of \Vashington. There
has never been a business failure of any signifi
cance in the city."

The gr.eat strike of the Northern Pacific
railway employes in the summer of 1894 is
exhaustil'ely treated in another chapter. But
this industrial imbroglio played such an impor-
tant .part In the future of the town that we deem
it best to here reproduce some of the more
salient features. July 8th the strike assumed
threatening proportions. Concerning the acts

of lawlessness on this date the Sprague Herald
of July 11th said:

Everything pertaining to the strike has been going
on in the same even tenor that it started with and

•
nothing occurred to injure the cause of the A. R. V.,
until last Sunday night (July 8th), when the train
bearing Company K. National Guards Washington. of
Tekoa, came in manned by "scabs." Hoodlums threw
rocks at the engineer and the scab crew. and two box
cars were On the main track in front of the train.
The engineer opened the throttle and got down out of
sight owing to fear, and the next instant crashed into
the cars. In the meantime a car loaded with engine
oil was run down the track to the second bridge west
of town and set on fire. hurning car, oil and trestle to the
ground. This was not all. The large trestle east of
town had also been fired hy unknown parties, though
it was discovered in time to extinguish the flames before
much damage was done, only about fifteen feet of the
trestle being burned. This is supposed to he the work
of hoodlums or sympathisers, but there are many who
will make the A. R. V. bear the blame. Is it nOt detri
mental to their cause? To be sure it is. Citizens of
Sprague generally regret this occurrence. Company K
was· detained the remainder of the night and nearly all
Monday, leaving in the afternoon as soon as the trestle
was repaired. About t I o'clock !>[onday forenoon a
train bearing a company of regulars from Fort Spokane
Came in from the east and repaired the trestle which
checked their progress. A train from the west bearing
Company B, First Infantry, Seattle, came in shortly
after noon and they were compelled to repair the trestle
west of town to get into Sprague. The soldiers used
rails to pry off the car trucks. They were nearly fi"e
hours making the necessary repairs. Had not the
burning of these bridges occurred our city would not
have had to submit to and be placed under martial law.

There are two companies of Vnited States Regulars
from Fort Spokane encamped on the lawn around the
headquarters building under command of }I-lajor Car
penter, viz:- Company H, with fifty-one men, com
manded by Captain Wehster, and Company G, fifty-two
men, commanded by Captain O'Brien.

The various meetings held in the city anent
this industrial disturbance have been fully
treated in the "Lincoln County History" of,
this work. Opinion was divided, and while
there was considerable undercurrent of svm-

•

pathy for the strikers, few were found who de-
sired the railway company to 'remove its shops
and division headquarters from the city. Yet
all this was done in ·the future. July 27,
1394, the Lineo/II COlt1lt)' Times said:
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"The division headquarters of the Northern

Pacific have been moved from Sprague to Spa-,
kane, and Superintendent Gilbert is quoted as
saying that the shops would in all probability
be moved also. This would prove a severe
blow to Sprague and a loss to the entire county.
The taxes derived from the location of the
shops in the county is by no means inconsider
able and their removal would be unfortunate.
This action of the railroad company has been.
hastened, if not entirely precipitated by the ap
parent sympathy for, and the support given to,
the strikers in most they have done, by the
citizens and business men of Sprague. If the
public meetings recently h~ld there'denouncing
unlawful acts and pledging support to the laws
had taken place at the beginning of the trouble
as they should, it is not probable that the head
quarters or anything else would have been
moved."

But temporarily there was a lull in the
strained anxiety of the citizens of Sprague.
The blow did not fall immediatelv in the full

•

intensity of its force. Since Sprague became
a town rumors would periodically make their
appearance to the effect that the shops were to
be removed to Spokaile. Following the strike
these rumors gained in volume. Frank M.
Winship, editor of the Sprague Herald, was
in St. Paul, Minnesota, shortly after the trouble
and interviewed General Manager Kendrick
concerning these rumors. July 23d he wired
his paper as follows: .

"To Herald, Sprague, Washington.-I
have just inten-iewed General Manager Ken
drick, of the Northern Pacific Railway Com
pany. He says there is no foundation what
ever for reports that the railroad shops at
Sprague were to be removed. The headquar
ters removal is permanent. Agitators will not'
be re-employed. Frank M. Winship."

August 8th the Herald congratulated its
readers thus: "The shop whistle never sounded
more musical than it did this morning in sum
moning a number of the railroad shop em-

ployees to work again, after the six weeks'
lay-off caused by the strike. Although the
whole force has not yet been assigned to dulY
it is believed it is a question of only a few da,:s
\"hen the shops will again be swarming with
men am,;ous' to make up for the time worse
than lost."

To this the Lincoln COlmty Times added:
"Everything appears serene at the county seat
again, work in the 'car shops having been re
sumed, although business is still quiet amon~,
the merchants. The strike has necessarily been
injurious to trade, and the town is only recol'
ering from the bad effects."

Following the A. R. U. strike GOI'ernor
McGraw appointed a court of inquiry to il1l'es·
tigate the conduct of the Spokane, Tekoa and
Sprague militia during the trouble. The coun
reported September 15th. It found Company
G, of Spokane. guilty of mutinous conduct al
Tacoma on July 7th, and that all the member;
then present, except Charles E. Nelson. par
ticipated or acquiesced in the mutiny. The
court recommended that the company be dis·
banded and would favor the dishonorable dis
charge of the mutineers, but for the fact that a
courtmartial would be necessary to impose this
sentence. The court found captain J. \\'.
Stearns. of Tekoa, in permitting his company
to be stoned by a mob at Sprague, absolutely
wanting in proper knowledge of his duty, and
recommended his discharge.

Concerning the Sprague company the cou~

found that while a considerable number ot
Troop A were in sympathy with the strikers,
there was no disloyalty, except on the part of
its sergeant" \V. H. Evans, who organized a
squad of men to cheer the Spokane mutineers
at Tacoma, and Sergeant A. P. Sully and Pri
vate Kennedy, who deserted at Tacoma. The
discharge of Evans, Sully and Kennedy was
recommended. Governor McGraw approved
the findings and at once issued orders to carry
them into effect.

In October, 1895, Troop A diSbanded. The
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primary cause of this was the disastrous fire
that swept the town. It had ever been a popu

lar organization.
One of the tragic events in Sprague's his-

ton' during the year 1895 was the murder of,
Constable L. A. Conlee by Alfred Symes,
which occurred June 25th. The constable had
arrested Symes, an alleged stock thief,in
Sprague, and both prisoner and officer set out
on horseback for Ritzville. Sprague people
\rere informed that Conlee had been murdered
on the following day, his body having been
found about four miles above Ritzville.. Later
information showed how the victim had met
his death. He had been shot six times through
the bodv and head. The exact details of the

•
crime remained a mystery, but it was surmised
that Symes, who was riding just behind Con
lee succeeded in jumping on behind the can.
stable. o\'erpowering him and securing his re
ro!l'er with the above result. Shots had been
distinctly heard by two or three partie~ and
50me boys sa II' Symes dragging the murdered
man away from the road. It was learned that
S!'mes went immediately to his cabin, got sup
per. and then left a marriage license he had
taken out the clay he was arrested. Sprague
business men offered a reward of $500 for the
apprehension of Symes dead or alive.

The latter was locally known as "Jesse
James," and possessed an unenviable reputa
tion. He hacl boasted that if Conlee ever at
tempted to arrest him he would kill him. He.
had come to Lincoln county about eight years
preVIOUs. August 11, 1895, .Symes was cap
tured in .M issoula county Montana by Sheriff
Th "

ompson, of Adams county, Washington.
and E. D. Gibson, of Ritzville. Admitting the
kllIing tl .le prIsoner set up the plea of self-de-
fense He t . d ..' was ne In Adams county, found
guilt)' and . dsentence to death. In January,
18<)6: JUdge Upton, of Walla Walla, commuted
the sentet t . .. lce' 0 mneteen years 111 the peniten-
tJary \ I

. : 11 appea was taken to the supreme
COurt, but the sentence of the lower court was

affirmed in June, 1899. During the spring of
1903 Symes was released on parole.

Saturday, August 3,189s;is a date that will
not be forgotten by any living person who \vas
in Sprague that disastrous day. For one of the
most destructive conflagrations that ever de
vastated Eastern 'vVashington reduced the busi
ness portion of the city to ashes; rendered hun
dreds of people homeless and destitute of food
and made absolutely necessary the solicitation
of aid from outlying towns. An area compris
ing 320 acres was burned over; every building
in the tract destroyed, and entailing a monetary
loss of $r,250,000. At noon a fire alarm was
rung for a blaze in Bryant's chop and feed mill,
corner of Railroad avenue and D street. .'\.nd
thus the destiny of Sprague-the history of
Lincoln county-was changed by the careless
use of fire in the chop mill on an exceedingly
windy day. Quickly the department responded
to the call, but far more rapidly was the blaze
fanned by the strong gale into a roaring fur
nace. The most determined fire fighters.L-and
there were none better in the state were driven
back almost as soon as they arrived upon the
scene. From one building to another leaped
the fire and within five minutes it was apparent
that the entire town was threatened. At one
corner of C street the flames forked; one branch
reaching out north of the railway track, con
suming in its way the Northern Pacific grain
warehouse, the National hotel and the entire
row of wooclen buildings at a corner of B street.
From this point it leaped to the Pacific hotel
and the string of. frame structures in the rear.
rhence it jumped to the railway headquarters'
building and Porack's brewery. These were
totally destroyed as was the residence of Mr.
Porak.

Meanwhile the southern wing of this fiery
onslaught swept into ruins the buildings on
Railroad avenue and First and Second streets,
including the Commercial hotel, the city hall,

the store of R. Newman & Company and the
Masonic Temple. From here the flames won
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mill. $1,000:
shop. $500 :

chop feed
blacksmith

Young removed his instruments to a field east
of town. made new wire connections and sent
and received messages as rapidly as possible.
Scenes at the burning of the round house were
sensational. Flames rose to a height of one
hundred feet, bursting from every POrtion oi
the rooi. Engine after engine was run out
only to be met by advancing flames that drore
engineer and fireman from the cabs. Twe11lr.
four locomotives were destroyed; sel-en onir
,,-ere saved.

\Yithin four hours of the inception of this
disaster Sprague presented a scene of utter
desolation. Smoldering ruins marked the Spot
where once stood a prosperous citv. )lot orer

•

half a dozen business houses were left stand·
ing_ These included Gehres & Henrich's
general merchandise store, the Sprague roller
mills, the First N'ational Bank. Jensen. Kin~

~

& Company and E. Redding & Company. .\11
the ne,vspaper offices of the city with the excep
tion of the H crald were burned out. The post
office was among the first buildings to go. One
of the unfortunate features of this disaster 1I'3S

the comparatively small amount of insurance
carried by the business men. Man}' carried
none at all and some of them were ruined. Fol·
lowing ,vere the losses sustained by the dis·
aster:

Korthern Pacific Railroad Companv.$7°O·
000, made up as follows: Twenty-four loco

motives and fifty-four freight cars. $32.;.000;
•

shops, machinery, etc., $5°,000; headquarters
building, master mechanic's office, passenger
station, $5°,000; freight and freight ware
house, ice house and ice, grain warehouse and
oil and oil hou~e, $75,000. There ",as also
half a mile of track destroyed 'md abollt 7.000

tons of coal and 5,000 cords of wood. IOgethe~

with the coal bunkers and ,wood sheds. all 01
•

which brought the loss up to nearly, if not

quite three-quarters of a million dollars. Other

losses:

J. W. Bryant,
Archie McIntosh,

their way to the buildings west of the car shops,
and in another ~linute they were melting into
ruins. It ,vas impossible to do anything to
sa,-e the railroad building owing to the fact
that the water-pipes had burst in this portion of
the city. A few moments later a terrible explo

sion occurred as the oil tanks burst. and timbers I
and flames rose high in the air. The fire was i,
checked on the west side by the brick buildings
of the First National Bank and Jensen, King
& Company, the occupants placing wet blankets
over the windows and fighting the flames des
perately. Mayor Sanderson at this time ar
rived from Medical Lake and ordered the
building of Ben Ettleson, corner of C and First
streets, blown up 'rith dynamite. This was
done and the entire ro,v of business houses on
C street, between Fi rst and Second streets.
,,-ere saved. From this point the flames pur- I
sued a southeasterly direction and destroyed !

!
the drtlg store of \\'. P. Putnam, the ?rlasonic :
Temple. the county jail, the old opera house, !

I
and the residences of R. R. Jones and E. H. I
Stanton. Here the flames were checked bv the :. ,

use of more dynamite. The fire s,vept east as "
far as the stock yards, completely obliterating

!
every residence and business house in that por-
tion of the city.

Eye witnesses testified subsequently that
I

the flames of tHis fierce oncoming volume of ;
fire reached a block in advance of the burning i
buildings, spreading in e,-ery direction ,vith i
the rapidity of a whirlwind, dri"ing people be- I
fore it in all possible haste unable to save any- I

thing from their burning houses and flying ,r

panic stricken to places of refuge on the out- I
skirts. It is estimated that there were m-er 200

buildings in flames at one time. While the fire
was about a block away fr0111 the county jail
the prisoners were released. It is said they did
excellent work assisting the neighboring busi
ness men to save their goods, hut disappeared
when the flames were under control. Among:
the first buildings to encounter destruction was
the Northern Pacific railway station. Operator
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Gehres & Hertrich, $300, insured; Sprague In
dependent, $2,000; Dr. Jacobs, dentist, $500,
insured: Murphy & Burns, four bUilaings,
$10,000; stock, $5,000; ~tooke& Amery, stock
of hardware, $10,000, Insurance, $5,000; va
cant lil-ery barn; Davis & Gray, grocers, $10,
000, insurance, $5,000; Mrs. M. Heard, build
inO' and millinery stock, $5,000 insured; W. A.

b

Buckley, $200; Knights of Pythias building,
$300 ; James Coy, laundry, $500; R. Winters,
saloon, stock and fixtures, $500; -Commercial
Hotel, huilding and contents, $3°,000; J. W.
Littlefield, bakery, $3,500, insurance $1,5°0;
Sprague Packing Company, $10,000; C. W.
Littlefield, grocer, $5,000; J. F. Hall, general
l1locchandise, $8,000, insured; Cooper & San
derson. $300, insured; E. M. Kinnear, capi
talist, $30,000, partially insured. His loss in
cluded tlVO r~ws of buildings, one on
B street and one on First street, about
ten in all; Merritt & Salisbury, law
yers, $200; insured; H. N. Martin, law
yer. $200, insured; Fred Stipes, shoemaker,
$400: T. F. Meagher, postmaster, $1,000, in
surance $500; J. J. Burns, saloon, $800; C. F.
Eckhart, cigarmaker, '$500; Frank Parker,
shoemaker, $roo ; George Troy, restaurant,
SjOO, insured; \V. P. Murray, two store build
ings, $500; Model Restaurant, $600, insured;
E. H. -Peterson, barber, $400; J. H. Linder,
tobacconist, $1,200; J. \V. Reed, jeweler,
$1,000, insured; Hugh McQuaid, fish, $200;
Charles Hagen, carpenter, $800, insured; Mrs.
Moore, $300; H. P. Hicks, tinsmi'th, $150 ;
]. \\'. Ryan, salOon, $5,000, insured for $4,500 ;
R. !\ewman & Company, general merchandise,
$20,000, insurance $12,000; city hall and jail,
$6.000. insurance, $5,000; Sprague Jonrnal,
tj~; Palmer & Rey, two presses, $3°0;. A.

0\\ e, household goods $300 ' L F Williams1. "0' ,
lousehold goods, $500 ; R. B. Morrison, house
and contents, $1,200; Judge N. T. Caton,
bUlldmg, $250, insured; Daniel Winter, house
and contents, $1 000' Methodist Church$ , , ,
2,000, insured; R.' R. Janes, house and con-

tents, $800, insured; Masonic Hall, $4,000, in
sured; county jail, $2,5°0, insured; W. P.
Putnam, drugs, $3,500, insured; Pacific Hotel,

•
$5,000; National Hotel, $3,500, insured; Otto
Arnold, $800; A. Van Allen, blacksmith, $400;
Williams Brothers, second hand goods, $600;
A. W. Holland, building, $500, insured; James
Culross, tailor, $300; Herbring Block, $24,000,
insurance $18,000; \V. H. Olds, drugs, $4,000,
insurance $2,000; G. H. Gilpin, dry goods,
$15,000, insurance $7,000; Chicago Store,
$10,000, insurance, $7,000; Ben Ettleson, sa
loon, $3,000; John Kirk, butcher, $2,500; W.
A. Peters, harness, $500, insured; George Cos
grove, saloon, $2,000, insured; \V. R. \Vhite,
tailor, $1,000; R. L. \Vells, jeweler, $1,000;
Lee & Astrup. saloon. $800; Joseph \Vormald,
building, $500; Paul Herold, barber, $800; E.
\Veyer, boots and shoes, $1,000; Thomas
Smith, vacant building, $300.

TIle day following the .fire was the Sabbath,
but for the stricken people of Sprague it was a
day of unceasing labor instead of rest. And
there were throngs of people upon the si:reet
viewing the scenes of the recent conflagration.
No new fires originated, but thr.oughout the
burnt district embers were still smoking and in
a few places the fire had not diminished to any
appreciable extent. The forenoon was passed
in tearing down dangerous walls and removing
every possible structure which might cause a
recrudescence of the flames. The Northern
Pacific coal bunkers were still burning at a
lively rate. \Vith the exception of an old hand
car house the company's property was com
pletely wiped out in Sprague. This was fitted

•up for a depot and t~legraph office and Super-
intendent Gilbert at once began fhe construction
of a temporary building for railroad use. Sun
day morning found the city without a saloon,
hotel or restaurant or eating house of any de
scription, and but three stores. But so fast as
workmen could nail boards together new
structures were run up. By evening a number
of business houses were established in sheds,
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tents and in the limited number of residence·
houses left standing.

The morning of November 22, 1896, Spo
kane became the terminus of. the passenger and
freight division of the Northern Pacific Com
pany, under Superintendent Gilbert. Between
forty and sixty families removed from Sprague
within ten days, many of them following divis
ion headquarters to Spokane.

For a number of years following the great
fire Sprague was, indeed, a stricken city. Peo--
pie who had previously done all in their power
tov,,-ard building up the town became discour
aged and apathetic. The fire, the removal of
the railway shops, the loss of the county seat,
desertions of business men and· erstwhile influ
ential citizens were severe blows to a once
prosperous and energetic city. A heavy debt
contracted by the city in palmier days was left
to the new Sprague. Two years of exceedingly
stringent times followed, and the town which
contained 2,500 people August 3, 1895, num
bered hardly 400 during the succeeding few
years. Then came a most gratifying change. ,
Agricultural pursuits began to pay better and I
new life was infused into those who had re
mained and faced the storm. Speaking of the
condition of Sprague in 1901 the Times of

•
March 29th said:

"Today we can look upon our city WIth a
feeling of extreme pride, as few places have
ever overcome so many obstacles and prospered
as has Sprague during the past four years.
Signs of prosperity are all around us. Resi
dence property offered for sale in 1896 for $50
with no buyers is now greedily purchased for
$200. More than 200,000 acres of farm lands
in this immediate vicinity have been purchased
and improved. Thousands of dollars have been
invested by men of means who have energy
and push inestimable in value. Not a vacant
dwelling house stands within the city limits.
Good sidewalks, good streets and a splendid
water system are sustained by the city with
funds to spare. \\Thile working on a local

paper shortly after the fire. the editor of the
Times penned these words: 'Phoenix-like, from
the ashes of the old Sprague wiII arise a new
Sprague that will ~ greater 'than Sprague has
ever been.' And he still hopes to live to realize
the truth of that statement." .

The Sprague Roller Mills were burned at
an early hour_Saturday morning, January 18,
1902, entailing a loss of $60,000 fully covered
by insurance. They were erected in 1887 with
a capacity of 350 barrels per day.

Church societies are represented in Sprague
by the Baptist, Methodist Episcopal, Free Meth
odists, German Lutheran and Catholic. The
fraternal institutions comprise the A. F. & A.
M., K. P., 1. O. O. F., United Artisans, Mac-

•
cabees, W. O. W., M. W. A. and Foresters.

CRYSTAL CITY.

One of the youngest towns in Lincoln coun
ty is Crystal City. It lies on the bank of the
Spokane river just above the site. of old Fon
Spokane. It i5 understood that the owners oi
the Crystal mine are to install a smelter near
their property and this has, doubtless, proved
the incentive for the existence of Crystal City.
The townsite was laid out December 23, 1903·
by B. W. Wolverton at which time the plat
was filed. There is considerable ore taken from
the Cedar Canyon district which is tributary to
to the new town. January I, 1904, the Lil/colll
COlltlty Times said: .

. "The long looked for Crystal City has made
a start, and several new buildings are going up,
but the scarcity of lumber is retarding opera
tions. Mr. Kennet, formerly salesman for Ben
ham & Griffith, wholesale grocers of Spokane,
is erecting a store and it is reported that Grutt
& Sons have purchased the old O'Shea build
ing and are going to put in a store. Mr. Kennet
is also putting up a livery and· feed stable. J.
H. Gardner is putting up a building supp0:ed
to be a blacksmith shop. Lots are going hke
the proverbial hot cakes~ and Captain Gray

h I · h'"says t e sme ter IS a .sure t nut·
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The nell' to\yn appears to be the outgrowth,

or successor, rather, of Grayville, which came
't existence in May, 1899, It was located
JI1 ° .
,orne 600 ieet from the Crystal mine. But July
~oth, of that year, fully one-fourth of Grayville
went up in smoke and ashes. The only store
in the place owned by \71/. M. Stevens and G. J.
\eul11eister was destroyed entailing a loss of
about $3,000 upon which there was $1,400 in
surance, Since that event Grayville appears to
hare languished until it was supplanted by the.
new town of Crystal City. The postoffice,
kno\nJ as Miles, was established in the early

80's,
LAMONA.

The pioneer general mercantile store of La
mona was opened in 1896 by J. M. Newland.
This establishment was subsequently disposed
of to J. H. Lamona who became, practically,
the founder of the town. It is a pretty site for
a lillage lying about midway between' Mohler
and Odessa, on the main line of the Great
Korthern railway. Mr. Lamona is at present
a resident of Spokane.

IRBY.

Where stands the town of Irby is one of the
. oldest settled portions of Lincoln county. The
. Irby ranch was taken up by Mr. 1. Irby about
I8i8 and he held it continuously until 1902
when it was sold to V. A. Johnson. In 1903
It was sold to the Babcock-Cornish Company:
\~ritingof Irby in 1903 the Spokesman-Review
saId: .

"The CO~lpany that will handle the prop
erty has been incorporated under the name of
the ~abcock-Cornish Company: One of the
prmClpal stockholders is E. J. Babcock, of Dav-
en '

port, Iowa, the secretary and manager of the
Secur't F' I

I Y Ire nsurance Company. There is a
large wheat belt contiguous to the ranch but
th f '
Ke atmers have been compelled to haul to

rupp or Odessa bec;iuse the railroad hereto-

fore has not been able to acquire sufficient
ground for a commercial siding. Ground for
this purpose has now been' obtained and within
a short time the siding will be built. Work will
soon be commenced in the erection of wheat
warehouses, and it is believed that the first year's
haul to them will amount to between 300,000
and 400,000 bushels. The corporation will es
tablish a bank at the place early in the season,
and plans have also been drawn for the erection
of a flour mill. On the property there is a fall
on the creek that gives 6o-horse power, and the
mill will be placed here this summer. At pres
ent there is nothing at the station of Irby save
the ranch and station house, Many attell)pts
hav.e been made to secure ground for ware
houses but the former owners would not sell.
The department at Washington, D. c., has
granted a postoffice for the place and it will
soon be established and a store opened."

MOHLER.

In March, 1893, it was a consensus of opin
oin that in the town of Mohler, on the Great
Northern railway and a fe'" miles east of Odes
sa, Harrington had a formidable rival. August
24, 1894, the Lincoln County Times ~aid:

"Yarwood Brothers have just opened agen
eral store at Mohler station, and the people of
that vicinity are pleased to have the convenience
of such an enterprise. The new store will cer
tainly prosper and bids fair to become an im
portant factor, toward the establishment of a
flourishing little town. The next thing wanted
at that place is a postoffice." ,

But in December, 1900, the Spokesman-Re
view supplemented the above with the follow-
•mg:

"The death knell of the prosperous little
town of Mohler, situated eight miles southwest
of Harrington, has been sounded by one of the
two parties interested in its dissolution. Mohler
is on the main line of the Great Northern rail
way and is an important wheat station on that
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road, some 500,000 bushels of grain having
been marketed there this season. There are two
stores, saloon, meat mark,et, hotel, blacksmith
shop, five warehouses and other business esta~

lishments, and a large amount of trading was
done between these different business men and
farmers who li"e in the surrounding country.
The Great Northern in laying out improvements
for the coming summer decided to add another
sidetrack to its yard at Mohler, provided the
necessary ground cottld be secured. Yarwood
Brothers, owners of the townsite demanded
$r,ooo for the land on which to build a siding,
but this was considered entirely out of reason
by the officials. The Great Northern is making
preparations to tear ttp the siding already at
Mohler, and will move the same two miles
north, where a station will be erected and side
tracks put in. To make doubly sure of the case
another station and siding will be located four
miles southwest of Mohler'. This action will
cause a removal of the five warehouses now lo
cated at Mohler to these new towns and thus
effectually shut out all trade with Mohler. Two
warehouses belong to the Great Northern, one
to the Orondo Shipping Company, one to Yar
wood Brothers, and one to Crowley & \Vill
iams."

These drastic measures were taken by the
railway company, and Mohler passed into his
tory. Following .the removal of the sidetracks
Great Northern trains ceased to stop at the
station. In May, r903 the Lillcoln County
Times sounded the following requiem over the
death of the once ]i"ely little burg:

"The town .of Mohler, on the Great North
ern road, has gone out of business. The few
little business houses that were there were a
short time ago loaded on to flat cars and carried
over to Downs, a distance of four miles. The
sidetrack at Mohler, it will be remembered, was
taken up by the railroad company a few weeks
ago, since which time the trains have been pass
ing through without stopping. This abandon
ment of the town by the company is believed to

have been inspired by a desire on the part of~
officials to punish the townsite owners Who a
couple of years ago r~fused to part with SOme
of their property at figures agreeable to said
officials. Since that time it was given out tha
the place was to be wiped from the map-an:
it has come to pass."

OTHER TOWNS.

In r88r a postoffice was established a fell'
miles north of where now is Creston, and it \I'll

called Brents. This was the only postal station
west of the old Mondovi postoffice. Pioneers
of northern Lincoln county tells us that the resi.
dents had a hard time to preserve the existenc1
of this office as no one desired the honor oi
serving as postmaster. Nearly all the peopl1
in the vicinity at one time or. another held ti~

position. For many years Josiah Cole kepr
a small grocery store at Brents Postoffice. H1
disposed of his business about the time the Cen·
tral Washington railroad was built throuuh

• •
the county and subsequently removed to "·il·
bur: Brents postoffice was discontinued ill 1890,
.when a postoffice was established at the station
of Creston.

Hellgate is a postoffice situated on the Col·
umbia river in the northern part of the county.
It was formerly known as Layton poslOffice.
but in r894, ,by petition of patrons of the OffiC1.
the name was changed to Hellgate. The change
was made on account of the weakue;;
of the average penman for flourishes. Fre
quently addresses were so written the mail went
to Dayton instead of the proper destination.
Layton.

Rocklyn is a station on the Central Wash·
ington railroad west of Davenport. The place
is quite an important grain shipping point.
There are three warehouses and a general store
in the place. Two or three families compnse
the town. The postoffice was established In
Spetember, 1898. During that year the first

Erau'warehouse was erected and the German -
gelists built a church edifice.



-.",.

.-
~•

-.
- •

- '. .....
•

HAWK CREEK PALLS. UNCOLN COUNTY



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY. 189

\Vaukon is a postoffice and station on the

Great Northern railroad' in t~e extr~me e~st~rn
part of Lincoln county. It ISo a gram Shlppll1g
point and maintains one store.

Gral'eJle was platted May 18, 1889, by A.
\1. Cannon and Alphonse Gravelle. The place
'a' 011 the line of the. old Seattle, Lake Shore

\\ ( :'I

& Eastern railroad and was quite a grain ship-

ping point during the short, time the road was
operated. There was a store there.

Other postoffices in the county at the pres
ent time are Tipso, Plum, Clark, Sherman, Hes
seltine, Peacb, Egypt and Larene, in the north
ern part of the county, and Earl, Crab Creek
and Latt in the southern portion, none of which
are located on railroa.ds,

CHAPTER VI.
,

DESCRIPTIVE.

To Ir;';te a history of the Big Bend coun
try Irithout the prefatory introduction of Lin-,
coIn county would be like the play of "Hamlet"

•

'rith Hamlet ten thousand miles away, If one
\rill consult a map of. the state of \Vashington
he \rill see that. to the Great Bend of the Col
umbia, from the soUlhwest <;orner of the Spo
kane Indian Reservation to Pasco, near the
confluence of the Snake and Columbia rivers,
Lincoln county is the door-way from the east.
\\ithin this territory, recognized as the Great
Bend, are embraced a close approximation of
10,014 square miles. Practically it includes
Ihe counties of Lincoln, Douglas, Adams and
Franklin. But a writer in the Spokesman
R,,'ie;:,' has more particularly generalized this
limitation as follows:

"The purpose of this sketch is to define just
what part of the state comprises the Big Bend
country, and to call attention more especially
to that part of the bend beyond the Grand Cou
lee and nearest and closest within the embrace

. of the great Columbia river.

"People speak of it as anywhere west of
Spokane city to the Columbia, which is rather
Indefinite NT' h .. elt er would a lme drawn from
Where the C I b': C, 0 urn la commg down from an-
ada veers \\'estward at the mouth of the Spo
kane river, to a little below the mouth of the

Snake river at Wallula, enclose all of the land
•

that belongs to the bend. Such a line, though
it would touch both horns of the great crescent
formed by the Columbia, would yet leave out
vast areas that are part and parcel of the land
in question. The line for instance would
pass miles west of Davenport, And would you
ask a man of Davenport his nationality he
would aver- he was a Big Bender. And he
would be right. In point of fact all of Lincoln
county, Adams, Franklin, "Where the Barley
Grows," Douglas of course, and parts of. Spo
kane and vVhitman counties make up this pe
culiar country. A Spokane county man living
east or north of the city of Spokane will tell
you he lives in the Inland Empire; and of course
he does. Go west or north of Deep Creek in the
same county and he will tell you he lives in the

•
Bend. And though geographically he may not.
so far as lines and boundaries go, yet according
to the character of the country and the nature
of the soil he does.

"Go south of Spokane city and you are on
Moran prairie; which in itself is an enviable
distinction as the Moran Prairieites will care
fully explain to you, though they will not easily
allow you to become one of their chosen num
ber except at a price the market price of

.Moran prairie land. * * * Whitman
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county is given over to the Palouse, and
all within range of Steptoe Butte be-

•longs to it, as all within sight or ken
of Pilot Rock,. on the west wall o·f the
Grand Coulee, belongs of right to the Bend.
So should the northwest corner of Whitman,
by virtue of the' character of the soil, even as
the southeast portion of Adams is of the Pa
louse. But all of Lincoln and all of Douglas
is Bend country. Franklin is given over to
the powers that be in irrigating ditches, and so
is between the Palouse and much water.

"So the Big Bend country of Washington
comprises all that land lying within the bend
of the Columbia river proper, which is west of
a line drawn from the mouth of the Spokane
river southwest to Wallula, a little below the
mouth of the Snake river. And besides this, all
that land lying west of Deep Creek and south
of Spokane river, from the mouth of the former
to the mouth of the latter. It is a high rolling
plateau, much diversified by butte and coulee
and draw, and two thousand feet above the
level of the sea. A land of lost creeks and blind

,

springs, ~ich in a lava soil that has the knack
of growing crops with the aid of a minimum
rainfall. A drive straight west from Spokane
will bring you through a series of well appoint
ed farms that have long ago passed the home
steading sfage and have all the earmarks of
prosperity. Davenport, Creston, \Vilbur, Ga
van; Almira and Hartline are towns along the
Washington Central railway that thrive under
the stimulus of the backing of farms whose soil
is as good as any in \Vashington. You will be
struck with the business activity of these towns
no less than by their neat appearance. The
man fresh from the smoky east is startled, to
say the least, at the newness of-say Almira, for
instance. She looks asif just from the hand of
the workman. Like an easter bonnet just out
of the bandbox. A peculiarity of the climate
is that a house looks new for yea~ even though
not painted. And whereas, in' the smoky cities
of the east all houses attain a uniform color in

so long a time which is short-though the
colors be ever so varied, here in the Big Bend
color is color, ana remains blue, green, yellow
or red, as the case may be, until the pigment
itself has lived the term of its natural life. The
effect is one of indescribable neatness, and you
can't help but believe but that the artist of the
'spotless town' famous in the trolley cars, came
here for inspiration and a model.

"North of Almira and extending to the
Columbia, and from Creston in the east to the
wall of the Grand Coulee, is the Ridge Country.
This section is claimed to be the best wheat
land in the state. Here is the "California set.
t1ement," of men who found better lands than
those in the Golden. State. Working with a
threshing outfit there last fall, the writer has
seen an output of twelve hundred S3.cks a day,
and an average of one thousand sacks for thirty.
six days running, and the machine never got
beyond a distance of two and one-half miles
from the spot where it threshed the first stand.
This was Tipso, and it was not a good year for
wheat either. West from Davenport you 'I'ill
drive through a long stretch of rocky land
"scab rock," as it is called. Much of the land
here it fit only for grazing. But from Creston
on to the Coulee you will b.: tmversing the best
wheat lands in the state, and will also be within
striking distance of the' famed \Vilsoncreek
country, south of Almira, and Hartline, ·in
Douglas county."

That vast semi-circle or liquid periphery,
the Columbia river, was immortalized by Will·

. "iam Cullen Bryant in his poem "ThanatopsIS,
as "The Mighty' Oregon." From the point
mentioned, on the Spokane reservation, it
makes a bold sweep to the westward. This
great turn made by the swiftly flowing river
on its way to the sea, if closely examined, wiII
be seen to form the profile of a human face, of
aspect stern, yet dignified, and looking intre
pidly across the Cascade Range to the -wave
swept western limits of the state. It is with t~e
territory bounded in the main by the Columbia
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that this history has to dea~.and descri~, as

ndidl)' and fairly as the abIlIty of the WrIters
:d facts car.efully collated will pennit. Natur
ally, owing to its' geographical position, Lin
coin count)' will be first considered. There has
been much written so far in this work concern
in"" its impressive history. It becomes the pro
ri~ce of this chapter to describe its topography,
boundaries, general agricultural and industrial
classification and resources.

Lincoln county is reached and penetrated
from Spokane by three railway lines, the Great
Korthern, Northern Pacific, and the Washing-

•
ton Central, a branch of the Northern Pacific.
What is known as the Spokane & Seattle branch
of the latter system, a line fifteen miles and
961 feet in length, was .completed out from Dav
enport, the county seat of Lincoln county, to
the southeast, but is not at the present time in
operation. The proceedings of the State Board
of Equalization for 1903 gives the lengths of
the line in operation in the county as follows:
Great Northern, 64 miles, 4,964 feet; Wash
ington Central, 66 miles, 375 feet; Northern
Pacific, 16 miles, 2,025 feet: The equalized
rate of taxation was fixed at $6,600 per mile.

Lincoln is· bounded on the north by Ferry
county. and the Spokane Indian reservation,
separated by the Columbia and Spokane rivers;
on the west by Douglas; on the south by Adams
and a portion of Whitman counties, and on the
east by. Spokane county. Its area is 2,299
square miles, or about 1,471,360 acres. The
mean elevation of the county is about 2,000 feet
abore sea level. One of the highest points is at
Davenport, which is 2.470 feet. Geographi
cally illustrative of the size of Lincoln county
General Tyner said: "If a single county in
Delaware or Rhode Island should be enlarged
to the dimensions of Lincoln county then the
balauce of either of these states wouid not af
ford room enough on which to hold a world's
exposition."

. East and west across the county the distance
. IS 54 miles; north and south an average of 45

miles. Of this area four-fifths is rolling prairie;
the remainder timber . land lying along the
streams in the canyons of the Columbia river.
The soil is a decomposed volcanic ash of vary
ing depth, exceedingly fertile, and while it is an
ideal soil for wheat culture it is equally adap
ted to nearly all descriptions of agricultural,

products indigenous to the temperate zone. Of
the entire area of the county about 750,000
acres are agricultural, 400,000 grazing and
about 300,000 acres timber lands. A writer in
the Northern Pacific Railway Bltlletin says:

"The agricultural lands are rolling, undul
ating prairies, and for the most part produce
equally well throughout the county. Occasion
ally, however, in some of the lower altitudes
the rainfall is deficient and on this account the
agricultural lands are graded, first, second and
third class. The first-class lands are quite well
settled and under cultivation, and here but little
opportunity exists for cattle raising, which is
one of the great industries of the county, but
in the second and thir.d-c1ass districts there is
sufficient "open range" contiguous to enable the
farmer to graze his cattle on the range durin~

eight or ten months of the year, and pasture
them on...his stubble and feed at his s\raw stacks
in the winter:"'----Thus it is that examples of the
most thrifty and industrious farmers in the
county are found upon these second and third
class lands. The yield of wheat varies from I.e.
bushels 011 the third-elass lands to 45 bushel!>
per acre on the choicest lands. While the staple
crop of the county is wheat, oats, barley an.
rye yield equally well on the rolling foot lands.
The wheat fields of the Big Bend country fin.
no competitors outside of the state of Wash
ington' and here their only r~vals are those of
the far-famed Palouse country, which is sim
ilar: in character and soil. The harvesting of
the crop is always carried on under the most.
favorable conditions. No rains prevail to dis-,
color the grain, nor winds to shell it. The. .
threshed wheat lies in piles on the field or oa
railway platfonns, sacked, and ready for ship-
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ties of wheat grown here a~e Little Club and
Blue Stem, the latter ranging higher in price
than the former. The average yield per acre
will range in the neighborhood of twenty bush
els. Yet in many instances crops have been
marketed that gave returns to the producer oi
from 50 to 60 bushels to the acre. Fall and

I
, spring wheat are both sown and do equallv

,,'ell. In size farms range from 80 to 3.~

I acres. The bulk of the crop is harvested with
I headers and threshers and combined harvesters.

These latter machines are operated by 32

horses, simultaneously reaping, threshing and
I sacking the wheat. Harvesting usuall)' begins
I about the latter part of July, continuing through

August and into September. During these
: months there is but little precipitation, they be
I ing the dryest of the year.

The government records for a period of ten
years show that the annual precipitation of rain
and snow 'in Lincoln county was 13.06 inches.
and the mean monthly temperature, as recorded
by the gO\-ernment observators at Fort Spo
kane, Lincoln county, for 1895, shows that Jan
uary "'as the coldest month, with a mean oi
23·8 degrees above zero, while July was the
hottest, with a mean of 67.5 degrees, the mean
temperature for August being 67. The county
may be said to be as near absolutely free irom
cyclones and tornadoes, or violent atmospheric
disturbances as any other in the world. The
ai~ is clear, bracing and invigorating, \"ith an
unusual number of sunny days continuing
through the summer months, with cool nights.
Rarely does the thermometer indicate a tem,
perature below zero or above 80 degrees. The
water supply of the county is ample. On its
northern boundary flow the Spokane and Col
umbia rivers. There are many smaller streams
flowing through the territory and the county'S
dotted with lakes. Bituminous coal of the most
desirable description is mined east of the Cas
cades which is laid down here at a fair price.
but it is not in great demand owing to the gen
erous quantities of wood in the county. The

------------------",

ment without danger of injury by the elements.
"Fmits of all kinds also thrive here, such

as apples, pears, peaches, apricots, cherries,
plums, prunes, grapes and all sorts of berries.
Peaches, apricots and grapes grow only in deep
canyons. By diversifying his products, includ
ing stock-raising, the farmer of Lincoln county
finds himself prosperous."

The report of the \Vashington State Bureau
of Statistics, Agriculture and Immigration, for
1903, published at Olympia, states that the total
number of acres of land in Lincoln county, ex
clusive of town and city lots. was 1,140.392,
and that the total number of acres of improved
land was 373.159 at the date of publication of
the report. Since then these latter figures have
been materially increased. The "aluation of
real and personal property in the county for
1903 is given as follows:

Valuation of land. including city and town
lots, exclusive of impro"ements, $5,941,325;
valuation of improvements on land, town and
city lots, $969,589; valuation of land, toml and
city lots. including improvements, $6,910,914; ,
nluation of personal property, $2,399,981 ; i
,-aluation of railroad tracks, $955,610; total i
valuation of real and personal property inc1ud- i
ing railroad tracks, $10,266,5°5. !

Assessors' returns for the same vear show
~

18-414 horses, mules and asses of an average I
!

value of $25, and a total "alue of $406,350; I
I20,310 cattle, of an average "alue of $16 and a

total of $324,960; 1,174 sheep at a valuation of
$2 a head, and totaling $2,348; 6,840 hogs of a
total valuation of $19-440. But it should be re
membered that all these figures have wonder
fully increased since the date of the publication
of the report. Yet at the present writing they
are the only late authentic reports obtainable.

The claim is made, and authentically sus
tained, that Lincoln is the largest, wheat pro
ducing county in the United States, raising in
1900 and 1901 more bushels of this standard
cereal than any other one county within the
limits of the union. The two principal varie-
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t"on of ""rasses is treated by the editor ofqnes It:>"

he Linco/II TUlles as follows:
t . " h

"One of the domestic grasses grown WIt
most success in Lincoln county is what is known
as brome grass. It roots deeply, forms a tough
sod. withstands the drought and also thrives
nnder tramping and pasturing. It appears to
be the only grass particularly adapted to this
soil. Clover and timothy are cultivated with
some success on bottoms where there is more
moisture. and those who have had experience
\Iith these grasses in Minnesota and \Viscon
sin claim that they werenot any more of a suc
cess iu those states in early days, but that in
crease iu the rainfall, together with the fertiliz
ing of the soil. enabled the farmers to produce
hoth c101"er and timothy with great success in
late year;;. It is claimed that the same will be

•

tnJe of our upland farm lands after a few years
vf fertilization. The native bunch grass indi
genous to Lincoln county, while very nutritious,
will not endure close pasturing. matures the first
of July, and. therefore, does not grow any more
that season. Stock like it however, better than
other grass and they fatten on it. Even after it
bleaches out with rain and snow stock seek
aiter it anel thrive on it.' But as before stated,
it Irill not stand steady pasturing. so that other
grasses are being introduced to take its place
on stock fanns."

The "barbed wire telephone" in Lincoln
county is unique. although it has no monopoly
in this particular district. It is a net work of
telephone lines extending throughout the coun
trl districts. the farmers utilizing their barbed
wire fences for lines. The only expense in
Curred is the purchase of instruments which en
ahle them to become connected. not only with
the o\1tside \\"orld, but what is in reality a super
Ior at!r-antage. \\"ith their immediate neighbors,
SOme of whom may reside many miles distant
so large are the farms in some localities.
II herere tl, r lese country telephones have been
,ntrod\1c I 1 '., . et. auc they may appear extremely pn-
mlhre the\" d d . . d'. . are regar e as an m Ispensable

13

convenience. The barbed wire telephone has
robbed farm and ranch life of its former isola
tion. The farmers' wives can calI up their neigh
bors at pleasure. The family physician may be
summoned by wire at critical moments. It is
unnecessary to dispatch a hurried messenger
boy on horseback. The farmer who breaks any
of his machinery may converse with his dealer
in town, or a machine factory hundreds of miles
distant. In many other ways he finds this prim
itive service of the greatest benefit to him.

Orchard Valley, a district entirely devoted
to fruit culture, is situated near the mouth of
Hawk creek. In this it resembles the fanTIs
along the Columbia and Spokane river bottoms.
Orchard Valley, in common. with these river
fruit farms, comprises sandy bottom lands,
more than one thousand feet below the upland
wheat fields, that can be irrigated and will pro
duce almost every variety of fruit aside fmm
those of a purely tropical nature. Each recur
rent season the Orchard Valley fruit famlers
ship car-loads of strawberries, apples, peaches,
and pears. The first crop of strawberries is
marketable in June and July; in October a sec
ond crop matures. These fruit farms are all
irrigated, and the land is valuable. A few
acres of fruit-bearing orchard are all that one
man, or the average-sized family can success
fully manage. The Orchard Valley bottom, on
which some forty families reside, resembles a
large village. There is yet considerable fruit
land along the river and canyon bottoms, more
elevated and difficult to irrigate than the im
proved farms lower down, but in time this, too,.
will be supplied with irrigating ditches, and
planted to fmits and berries. These fruit farm
ers are in comfortable circumstances. Their
land has become quite valuable. A large por,

tion of the fruit product is shipped to Spokane
and other outside points at a distance. Peaches
usually retail on the market from 50 to 60 cents

per box, apples from 50 to 95 cents, prunes
from 40 to 50 cents per crate, plums from 40 to
75 cents, pears from 50 to 90 cents and for
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strawberries the producer generally receives

$1.50 per crate.
The last half dozen years has witnessed the

greatest development in the fruit industry of
Lincoln county. Mr.. Robert Neal was the first
to engage in it about fifteen years ago, on the
Columbia river. Not many years since the
Orchard Valley flat was an open waste on which
horses and cattle ranged the year round. It is,
and was then, a beautiful spot. It overlooked
the river and was sheltered on both sides by
timbered hills and grassy glades, over which
roamed large bands of horses and cattle. Its
beauty has been still further enhanced by ele
gant homes and fruitful orchards-scenes of
thrift and enterprise. In the midst of this ely
sian scene is a fine school house building, and
though it is situated several miles from a rail
road the community is supplied with a telephone
system connecting them with the surrounding
towns, and cities. Altogether it is one of the
most prosperous and happy neighborhoods in
the coimty.

Nearly all the rich bottom lands along the
Spokane and Columbia rivers and the deep can
yons that lead down to them from the upland
prairies are devoted, almost exclusively, to the
cultivation of apples, pears, peaches, plums,
apricots. cherries, strawberries, blackberries,
etc., and these lands are very valuable. The
river channels lie about one thousand feet be
low the level of the prairie land, the descent in
many places being quite steep, and occasion
ally the slopes are covered with forests and
brush. In other places the hillsides are rocky
and rough, and again the descent is formed by
a series of plateaus, or terraces, covered with
more or less timber or brush, over which stock
ranges both summer and winter, the locality
once being the r:etreat of deer and other wild
animals.

Concerning the cultivation of fruit the
Northern Pacific Bulletin says in 1897, and
quite conservatively:

"\~Thile Lincoln county has never claimed

to be a fruit country (which statement 1V0uid
not at present be borne out by the evidence)
there is hardly a farm to be found which ha;
been occupied for any length of time, which
does not possess its orchard sufficient not only
for supplying the wants of its owners, but also
to enable him to add to his income by sale of
fruit. Certain localities are especially famous
for their fruit, the warm, sandy river bottoms
where irrigation can be easily applied, being
utilized almost exclusively in this direction. '
* * As many as 10,000 quarts of strawber.
ries have been taken off a single acre. Lincoln
county is especially famous for its apples, which
possess keeping qualities of a very high order.
It is not unusual to find Ben Davis apples and
Newton pippins from Lincoln county on the
markets in good condition in June and July.
Aside from its grain and fruits the county is
noted for its dairy products, the native grass
bein'g extremely nutritious, while alialfa is a
very profitable crop. Poultry, also, is raised,
quite successfully, and the farmers are learning
that the poultry yard can be counted upon to
furnish a very considerable audition to their
revenues. The farmer who knows how to
handle bees is also sure of a handsome income
from this source."

It is interesting to watch the evolution of
any new county. Each successive year it pre
sents a new aspect. The editor of the Lillcoln
County Times thus describes that portion ofthe
county under consideration lying between
Sprague and Davenport, as it appeared in 1888:

"The road runs up hill and down, the face
of the country everywhere being decidedly un
dulating. On the rounded summits of the hills
one can see far off, north, east and west, over

. .. On thevast stretches of the same hIlly prame.
southern horizon lies the long, pine timber belt.
This woody district terminates about ten miles
east of Sprague. The highest elevation sur
mounted during our drive from Sprag:ue t~

Davenport affords a pleasant view down the
d' Valvalley of Crab creek, and also into Lor 5
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'h'cl1 it is claimed, is the finest agricultural
leyl\) , .

" I'n this vicinity. On the far northernregIOn

J
'on 60 or 70 miles distant, you see the bluelonz ,

summits of the mountains lying north of the
Biu Bend of the Columbia river, between the

O"uths of the Spokane and Okanogan rivers.n1 '
The prospect affords a striking impression of
a;1 immense fertile region, rich in possibilities
jar agricultural development and very sparsely
occupied as yet by settlers. All this region be
longs to what is known throughout the state of
Washington under the general name of the
'Biu Bend Country.' It contains more good land

"still in possession of the United States govern-
ment. and open to homestead entry, and pre
emption claims, than can be found in any other
region ,i-est of the Rocky Mountains."

Surprising, indeed, is the change that has
taken place in the physical aspect of Lincoln
countv since the above lines were written. Six-

•

teen years have elapsed and there is no more
gorernment land open to homestead entry. The
absence of settlers noted has been supplied with
a thrifty class of solid, substantial farmers, and
the wide waste of rolling prairie virgin soil
is now dotted with farm houses, cattle and or
chards, It is a transformation worthy, the en
terprise and business sagacity of the inhabitants
oj Lincoln county, and one upon which it is
good for the eye of man to dwell.

The mining industries of Lincoln county,
while not approaching in importance those of
the northern tier of counties in the state, are
not unworthy of serious consideration. Within
its limits there are no large deposits of mineral .
bearing ore or numerous "flattering prospects."

.StIli, Cedar Canyon, in the southern portion of
Sterens county is, practically, contributary to
Da,:enport, and this city transacts considerable
bUSiness with that district in the way of mining
and other supplies. According to the report of
the Washington Geological Survey, "Lincoln
COunty lies, practically, altogether within the
domain of the Columbia basalt a formation in
Which met II'f . 'a 1 erous vems do not occur." ,Along

the northern boundary of the county, however,
especially near the confluence of the Columbia
and Spokane rivers, metamorphic rocks appear
which were never covered by the lava, and in
these veins of ore occur. For several years
mining has been carried on in this section and
many ledges prospected, some of which prom
ise to become valuable producers in the future.
The contemplated erection of a smelter at the
new town of Crystal City has renewed activity
in mining cir.cles. The formation of the Crys
tal City district is granite, traversed by feldsite
and blue porphyry dikes and innumerable
quartz veins. Rhyolite, andisite, and phonolite
dikes are also in evidence. Pitney Butte, one
of the heaviest mineralized buttes in this section,
has been the scene of considerably activity.

In 1889 a large body of high grade ore was
exposed on the Pennsylvania. A shaft was
sunk to the l00-foot level and two drifts run on
the vein. Two cars of or.e were shipped during
development. In the fall of 1901 the shaft
house and other buildings were swept away by
fire since which time nothing but assessment has
been done. L. N. Miner and associates are driv
ing a tunnel on the Nettie M" and are now tn

1SO feet with ore in the face showing brittle sil
ver carrying gold. These people also run the
Silver Cup NO.1 and II, Big Bend and Great
Western. Several hundred feet of tunnels and
drifts have been run on the Silver Cup No, 1I,

several shoots being encountered carrying val
ues of from $4 to $40, A picked sample from
the surface of this property assayed 230 ounces
of gold, and 278 ounces in silver. The Big
Bend has a 30-foot ledge averaging $14. This
property has been developed by a 40-foot shaft
and a 30-foot drift. The Great Western is a
promising property showing free gold. James
Young is working on a feldsite dike carrying
free gold.

C. Grutt and sons are pioneers in this camp
and have done considerable development work
on their several properties among which are'the
Cupid, Independence and Storm King on Pit-
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ney Butte and White Faun, Blushing Morn and,
Lone Cabin on Grutt's Butte.. The Cupid is on
the Pennsvh'ania lead and carries the same

~ ~.'

grade of ore. This property is equipped with
a large shaft house, bunk house and blac)<smith
shop. The Lone Cabin was the first location in
the camp, then known as the Egypt. It is de
veloped by several tunnels and shafts. The ore
averages about $35 in gold, copper., silver and
lead. Clarence McCullough and associates are
doing assessment work at Carp Lake and are
taking out some high grade gray copper ore
running as high as $85 to the ton. Mr. Mc
Cullough is one of the pioneers of this district
and has unbounded faith in its ore bodies.

Drs. Turney and Kelley have a finely equip
ped property in the old LeMarch. A loo-foot
shaft on the ledge has opened showing a shaft
of fine ore. The latest strike is on the Thomp
son property, situated on the river road. High
grade chloride ore has been encountered in the
150 foot tunnel. Perhaps this is destined to
become one of the big mines of the northwest.
A crew of men have been at \\'ork to determine
the extent of the are body. The Drum Lom
mond, a recently incorporated company, has a
fine ledge showing and has a force of men at
work developing the property.

The Crystal mine is located about a quarter
of a mile east of the old Fort Spokane buildings,
on a slight ridge, somewhat above the flat
stretch of bench land upon \\'hich the govern
ment buildings are located. A. ridge that is
one of a succession of raises that piled up to
gether make the bluffs that mark the course of
the brawling Spokaner:iver, that. through cen
turi,es of erosion, has _eaten an erratic pathway
far down belo,,' the level of the plateau. The
Crystal mine is not a reCently discovered prop
erty. Away back in 1881, when Fort Spokane
was first selected as a site for an army post, J.
W. Nicholls and another party located the
claim and did upon it a vast amount of work.
Two shafts were sunk on the lead to a consid
erable depth, but the owners did not have the

. means to ~ushthework. At one time FrankR
Moore, who··condueted a store near the po .
.., ~

cont,nbuted mean.s_ towards opening the ledge.
An ~xpertwas Imported who declared there
was nothing- in it, and consequently the sinews
of war were not fqrthcoming. The property
has seen many changes of ownership and the;e
has been considerable litigation over it. In the
spring cf 1896 the Crystal Mining Company of
Spokane, began work upon two ledges one 'and
one-half miles to the eastward of the mouth
of the Spokane river. One of these ledges is
nine, and the other eight feet in width. Each
has a northeast and southwest strike. In the
de\'elopment of this i)roperty three shahs hare
been sunk an aggregate depth of 425 feet; drifts
have also been driven to the extent of 540 feet
The average assay value of the or,e is auum
$40 per ton, in silver and lead. The companr
has a 32-horse-power hoisting engine and a
50-horse-power boiler. . The total cost of all
development work in 1902 was estimated at
$28,000. The manager was John Gray, of
Spokane.

In addition to the Crystal, in the same ri
cinity, are the Gray Eagle and Spokane mine;.
upon which a great deal of development has
been done. .-\ short distance north of there. on
the Pitney Butte mountain. are the Pennsrl
vania, Pitney Butte. Silver King and Egypt
properties, which show are, and upon which
some development was done a few years ago.
The work on the latter properties has been
nearly all done by Davenport parties.

Egypt, lying twenty miles Ilorth of Daven
port, is one of th.e-most familiar localities in 1M
county. Very fertile are the lands of this sec
tion, timber: is abundant: and Egypt was one of
the first places to attract the attention of pros,
pective settlers. The district to Which the name
of Egypt is applied is about ten miles long and
from· two to four miles in width. Along the
east side a range of low timbered hills skirt

. fcl
the body of farming land. Nearly 1,000 e
below flows the Spokane river, from three to



AS HELLGATE, COLUMBIA RIVER, APPEARS
FROM AN ELEVATION OF 1,000 FEET.

a:KlNG STRAWBERRIES. LINCOLN COUNTY. 11,595 POUNDS OF LINCOLN COUNTY WHEAT
GOING TO MARKET.
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six miles east, and from this range of hills
the country falls off suddenly into a series
of benches, or rough, timbered hills, with an
occasional valley threading down between them.
To the Irest is Hawk Creek canyon and tribu
taries. This huge canyon which debouches into
the Columbia river has its source just below
Dal'enport, perhaps two miles distant, and its
depth ranges from a few, to over 1,000 feet,
increasing in depth as it approaches the Colum
bia. Egypt lies between this mammoth can
yon on one side, and the basin of the Spokane
ril"er on the other. This makes the approach
irom either way quite. steep, and through which
yehicles can proceed in a few places only. It
iorms one of the most picturesque sections in
Lincoln county. There is an abundance of
timber on either side. To the east and north
lie the great Spokane and Columbia river
basins; beyond are the timbered mountains and
fertile nlleys of the Colville Indian Reserva
tion.

The first settlers of Lincoln county were at
tracted to this district because of its dark, rich
soil and the generous abundance of timber, sup
plying them not only with ample quantities of
iue!, but enabling them to build log houses and
fences at a period when lumber was not to be
had at any price. In Egypt all the tillable land
"

IS now under cultivation; its grain fields have
added wealth and comfort to the thrifty, pr,os
perous population. Nearly every quarter sec
tion of land is supplied with commodious barns
and comfortable residences. Still, a productive
soil is not the only resource of Egypt. The
pille forests that mantle the hill slope down to
the river banks have provided employment for
many sawmills during the past ten or fifteen
yea ' ".' rs; ItS mmes are an added resource the im-. ,
partance of which cannot be even approximately"
estimated at the present time.

Allusion has been made previously to Or-
chard Valley Th .. h' .. . e vIsItor to t IS spot IS re-
mInded of a village in the midst of beautiful
surroundings. This locality, sometimes called

Orchard, and sometimes Peach Valley, is at the
mouth of Hawk Creek canyon, just above its
confluence with the Columbia river. This land
is devoted to the cultivation of fruit, but as yet
only about 320 acres are irrigated and planted
to orchards. It is a neighborhood of neat, hand
some residences and well-to-do citizens. This
community has a postoffice, store, church build
ing, a large, two-story school house, a public
hall and a fruit dryer. These Orchard Valley
fruit lands are worth from $ ISO to $500 per
acre. There is very little on the market at these
prices. There are about 800 acres of unirri
gated fruit lands adjoining, and on a higher
elevation. Doubtless these will be equally valu
able in the future after the construction of an
irrigating ditch. Orchard Valley lies more
than 1,000 feet below the prairie farming lands,
and is so completely sheltered that the temper
ature is mild and it is free from late and early
frosts.

One of the noted scenes of Lincoln county's
many natural attractions is Hell Gate. Of this
locality George W. Curtis writes as follows:

"Hell Gate is where the waters of the Col
umbia river dash down through a rocky gorge,
whose perpendicular walls rise hundreds of
feet above the water's level. Here in the cen
ter of the stream are two giant pillars of rock,
grim and foreboding; they stand like evil sen
tinels over this angry flood that sweeps irresist
ably through the narrow gate at their feet. With
a ceaseless roar the river forces its way through
these gaps, tearing its waters into froth and
foam and bearing the flakes like silent sails on
toward the sea. Ere the confines of these spec
tral rocks are reached, the water, like a troubled
spirit, recoils, leaps, bounds, circles and eddies
-then, like a maddened beast, springs against
the inunovable walls of rock and loses itself in
the seething maelstrom below."

The appended interesting statistics concern
ing the growth and development of Lincoln
county are from the Wilbur Register of Octo
ber, 1901 :
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"This, as equalized by the state board, was

$9,539,352.
"The total assessment for 1902 was $7,940 ,

158; for 1903, it was $7,089,357.

"The earlier records of the county are im
perfect, and the first year's'reports in which we
could find a record of the number of acres of
land under cultivation is for 1886, 'when the
total was given as 42,665. From our own
knowledge of the rapid strides in improvement
during those early years, we are positive that
the first assessment in 1884 did not show over
20,000 acres under cultivation. Indeed, we be
lieve it was much under that figure. In 1892
the assessors' returns showed 125,626 acres.
For the year 1901 the figures have jumped up
to 397,258, and the probability is that the
amount broken this year will bring the aggre
gate fully up to a half million acres. In as
sessed valuation for each year the records are
more perfect, though the total is given for the
original assessment in some years and in others
the total of the equalization by the state board.
Following is the valuation for each year.:

1884 $1,107,871
1886 1,752,807
1888 2,338.043
18<}o. . . . . . . . .. 5,138,597
1892 5,399,897
1894· . . . . . . . .. 5.555,545
1896 -.. 5,235.734
1898 ·.··,. 5,671,832
1900· . . .. . . . .. 6.497,07°

1885· $1,623,395
1887 '" 2,060,936
1889· . . . . . . . .. 3.391,880
189I. 5.632439
1893 6,147,636
1895 5.512,251
1897 '" 5.399,815
1899 6,322,542
190I. .. .. .. 5,839,883

"These figures show a rapid and uniform in
crease with two exceptions. The first was in
1900 when the lieu lands were assessed for
the first time, which made an unusual and fit.
tional increase in the total valuation. The other
break was due to shrinkage of values caused hI'
the financial panic of 1893· The recovery \\';s
slow, the figures of 1893 not being reached un.
til 1899. In 1897 when the tide had full\'
turned, the figures are almost identical with
those of 1892. Since that time the increase has
made the same steady growth of fonner years

• •
with the exception of 1901, when the "bumper"
wheat crop incited the state board of equaliza.
tion to make quite a heavy raise in the assess.
ment."

Crab creek is an erratic stream which floII'5
through the southern portion of Lincoln and
Douglas counties, in a torturous course t;O

•
miles before reaching the Columbia river. The
source of the main stream is near the town of
Reardan in the extreme eastern portion of Lin
coln county. In certain localities Crab creek
is a large, deep stream and again it sinks from

sight to reappear miles beyond, until far west·
ward, and south, the thirsty sands of the desert
drink it up, and it finds its way to the Colum
bia underground. A few miles east of the
source of Crab creek is the sourte of Deep
creek, which flows eastward and northward,
and becomes a stream of respectable size before
contributing its contents to the turbulent Spo
kane river.
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POLITICAL.

By the legislative act creating Lincoln coun
ty, John. Bartol, E. D. Willis and John Mc
Gourin were named as county commissioners.
They were empowered to appoint the other
county officials, and were to serve until the sec
ond Monday in January, 1885. At the first
meeting of the board, December 18, 1883, the
commissioners appointed officers as follows:
.-\uditor, James H. Robertson; Sheriff, John
Cody; Treasurer, C. C. May; Assessor, R: A.
Hutchinson; Probate Judge, W. H. Small
wood; Surveyor, J. E. Ludy; Coroner, J. S.
Smith; Superintendent of Schools, C. W. WaI
ters; Sheep' Commissioner, J. R. Whittaker.

Mr. May, the appointee for county treas
urer, declined to serve, and William Yarwood
was appointed to this office. Dr. Smith re
moved from the county, and the office of coro
ner was first held. by Dr. W. H. Olds. Mr.
Whittaker declined the office of sheep commis
sioner and W. F. Glasscock was elected to the
position. In the fall of 1884 Commissioner
Willis died and on November 3d W. A. Busey,
of Crab Creek, was elected for the unexpired
term.

For a number of years the political com
plexion of the candidates cut a small figure. Of
the first officers John Bertol, chairman of the
board of county commissioners, was a Demo
crat. A majority of the county officials, how
ever, were Republicans.

For the first few years in Lincoln county
election returns were not retained on file. How
e:er, we find the following officers serving, be
glnning the first of January, 1885, having been

chosen at the November election of 1884:
County Commissioners, J. H. Lamona, chair
man; Horace Haynes; R. O. Porak; Auditor,
P. K. Spencer; Probate Judge, E. F. Benson;
Superintendent of Schools, C. H. Pryor; Sher
iff, John Cody; Surveyor, J. E. Ludy; Treas
urer, William Yarwood.

At the election of 1884-the first-nearly
the whole Republican ticket was elected, many
of the officers who had been previously ap
pointed being continued in office.

The election of 1886 was devoid of sensa
tional features, and resulted as follows: Audi
tor, P. K Spencer; Sheriff, R. D. Riordan;
Probate Judge, William M. Chandler; Asses
sor, D. K. McDonald; Surveyor, A. G. Mit
chum; Superintendent of Schools, C. H. Pryor,
who' was succeeded by Mrs. Pryor after his
death; Coroner, J. S. Smith; Treasurer, T. M.
Cooper; Commissioners, John Inkster, Sr.,
Charles Schroeder and G. Garber. Inkster was
elected chairman of the board.

At the election of 1886 the political status
•

of the county admiriistration was completely re-
versed

l
and nearly the entire Democratic ticket

was successful.
The Democratic county convention was

held at Davenport Saturday, August 4, 1888.
R. A. Hutchinson, chairman of the county
central committee, was named for presiding of
ficer, and D. K. McDonald was made secre-

•
tary. The event of this convention was the
deadlock for sheriff. T. N. Murphy, of Sprague,
R. D. Riordan, of Sprague, and Charles Bethel,
of Wilson Creek Precinct, were placed in nom-
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ination. Thomas Ledgerwood, of Larene, and
V. VV. Brooks, of Davenport, were then placed
in nomination and Bethel withdrew in favor
of Ledgerwood. Two more ballots resulted in
no selection, when Riordan withdrew in favor
of Ledgerwood; then Brooks and Murphy did
the same, and Ledger:wood was chosen by ac
clamation. Otherwise the com-ention was har-

•momous.
Wednesday, August 15th, the Republican

county convention was held at Sprague. There
was a good representation of delegates from all
parts of the county. Major Boyd, retired, of
Fort Spokane, chairman of the Republican
county central committee, called the convention
to order, W. A. Fair,weather was made per
manent chairman and Guy Smith secretary.
This convention was sensational and exciting,
there being a number of candidates for nearly
every office. There was a lack of harmony iiI
Republican ranks, and many accusations of
"jobbery" were bandied to and fro.

The election was held. Despite the coolness
of the day the largest vote heretofore cast in
Lincoln county was polled November 6, 1888.
The result, although a surprise in certain par
ticulars, proved satisfactory to the residents of
the county. The difference in size of the num
ber of votes cast for the different officers can
only be explained by the fact that many of the
voters did not cast a full ballot. It will be seen
that the Democrats and Republicans each had
representation at the court house for the suc
ceeding two years. The vote:

For Congressman :-John B. Allen. 908;
Charles S. Voorhees, Democrat, 713; Judge
Green, I I.

For Adjutant General: - Hillory Butler,
Democrat, 892; R. C. O'Brien, Republican,
872 ; Brown, 4.

For .Brigadier; General :-J. J. Hunt, Demo
erat, 753; A. P. Curry, Republican, 969; Broo
man, 4.

For Joint Councilman :-C1ay Fruit, Demo-

crat, 749; J. M. Snow, Republican, 870; Wal.
ters, 4.

For Joint Representative :-Frank M. Quin.
land, Democrat, 635; P. K. Spencer, Repub
lican, 992.

For Prosecuting Attorney:-N. T. Caton,
Democrat, 731; \-Vallace Mount, Republican,
895·

For County Auditor :-T. M. Cooper,
Democrat, 862; 'v\'. B. Lottman, Republican.
747; Sanderson, 12.

For Sheriff:-Thomas Ledgerwood, Dem
ocrat, 715; Richard Fish, Republican, 906.

For Treasurer :-R. H. Chilton, Democrat,
864; Guy Smith, Republican, 758; Willough·
by, I.

For Assessor :-D. K. McDonald, Demo
crat, 893; C. E. Willoughby, Republican, 74-1;
Chandler. I.

For Probate Judge :-c. H. Hannum. Dem·
ocrat, 785; Jackson Brock, Republican, 847

For Surveyor :-A. G. Mitchum, Demo·
crat, 829; Jerry Rockhold, Republican. 793

For School Superintendent :-S. R. Wesp,
Democrat, 597; Mrs. C. H. Pryor, Republican,
1,001; Smith, 12.

For Coroner :-H. J. Whitney, 1632; Olds,

27·
For County Commissioners: - Matthew

Brislawn, Democrat, 718; Gotlieb Garber, Dem
ocrat, 769; Charles Schroeder, Democrat. 787;
John Inkster, Sr., Republican, 864; T. B. Ca·
rey, Republican, 866; Matt Breeze, Republican,

972 .

May 14, 1889, an election was held in Lin
coln county to choose delegates to the Wash
ington Constitutional Convention. The state
was about to be admitted into the union. The
district comprised all of Lincoln, and a portion
of Douglas county. The Democrats met 10

convention at Davenport and named H. 1
Frost, of Wilbur, and B. B. Glasscock, of
Sprague, as their nominees, The Republican
convention was held at Sprague, and·Frank M.
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700 489 604 265

These figures show that hardly more than a
third of the vote of the county was polled. LOcal
preferences and indifference in others tended
t . fl .
010 uence voters to such an extent that no po

litical . 'fislgm cance could be drawn from the
result. The question of party was ignored
throu~hout the territory, and this election was
no CrIterion of the comparative strength of' the
two I" Ipo Ihca organizations.

W
The first election after. the admittance of

a h's IOgton into the union was held October I,

1S89. The first named in the following table
are Republicans; the last Democrats:

For Governor :-E. P. Ferry, 1,104; Eu
gene Semple, 863.

For State Representatives :-E. K. Spen
cer, 1,063; C. T. Blackfan, 1,°32; H. W.
Brooke, 966; C. H. Schroeder, 847.

For Superior Judge:-W. Mount, 1,033;
N. T. Caton, 922.

For. State Senator :-H. \"'1. Fairweather,
972; C. C. May, 961.

For State Senator Fourth District :-F. H.
Luce, 1,169; H. F. Smith, 788.

For County Clerk :-H. Spining, 1,035; J.
W. Anderson, 919.

For Constitution :-1,477.
Against Constitution :-293.
For Woman Suffrage :-487. Against

Woman Suffrage, 1,179.
For Prohibition :-674. Against Prohibi

tioll, 1,082.
For State Capital:-North Yakima, 767.

Ellensburgh, 999. Olympia, 82.
The political atmosphere of the spring of

1890 was highly charged with the Farmers'
Alliance sentiment. Many organizations were
perfected throughout the county, and the tidal
wave swept nearly every farmer into one or an
other of these camps. July 12, 1890, there was
organized at Davenport a Lincoln County
Farmers' Alliance. Previously local orders
had been organized in eight different localities
in fhe county. As this organization was to play
an important part in the poli tical history of the'
county for some years to come, an account of
this initial meeting will prove of interest. W.
E. Allison, county organizer, called the meet
ing to order and was elected temporary chair
man. George M. Witt was selected for tem
porary secretary. Following is a list of the
several alliance orders in the county. at the time,
and the members who participated in the organ
ization of the county ltead center.

Harrington Alliance; Frank Glasscock, Wil
liam Yarwood, George M. Witt, J. L. Ball.

21

2

10
8
2

5
I

18
6
3

12

5
2

10
18

3

3
33
4
7
5

39
o
2

47

21 4
12 14
4 26

21 10
I 12
6 22
8 14

10 19
14 8
23 20

8 13
19 16
12 8
0 0
4 4

18 II

7 8
II 9
16 6
44 9

I 19
II 3

3

Sassin .............••
Fairview . .

Larine .............•• 15
II

lIeridian 9

Yarwood .
Crab Creek 14
Hinshaw .. , ,.... 10

26
15
24
6

Spring Creek ..
Welch Creek .
Sedalia 21
Grand Coulee .
Grand Bluff 12

Dallam, editor of the Lincoln County Times,
and Hon. H. W. Fairweather, of Sprague, were
selected as candidates. The result of t~e elec
tion was in the nature of a grand surprIse. It
resulted in the election of one Democrat, Glass
cock, and two Republicans, Fairweather and
Dallam, to serve as delegates in the constitu
tional convention. In the following result, by
precincts, the vote of a few precincts in Doug
las county, which was in the district with Lin
coln county, is not given, but they did not
affect the general result in the least:

Precincts Fairweather nanam Glasscock Frost
Sprague , 299 51 304
Darenport 61 109 35
:lIondori 55 58 10
:lIiIe, 23
IIlkster . .. . .. . . . .. . •.. 15
Harrington 10

Earl ,................ 3
Condon. ... .. ..... . . .. 16
Wilson C kree .....• . . I

Union .......•.•..•.• 3
Butte. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. I I

Brents. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 23
Enos . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . .. 20
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Union Alliance; James Lowery, John Saw

yer, Peter Leipham, W. P. Nichols.
Reardan Alliance; J. S. Capps, Fred Gar

ber, \Y. H. Capps.
Liberty Alliance; T. C. Lakin, Jacob Smith,

Miller, Kruger.
Crescent Alliance; M. S. Taylor, Joseph

.Boyd.
Bald Ridge Alliance; A. W. Plummer, L.

Rowse, George Smith, Le\'i Rouse.
Mondovi Alliance; John Mowyer, John

Glazebrook, W. E. Allison.
Lincoln Alliance; G. \Y. Stuart, H. K. Mar

tin, 1. Minnick, R. A. Hutchinson.
The officers of the Lincoln County Farm

ers'Alliance elected were R. A. Hutchinson,
president; John Glazebrook, vice president;
Jacob Smith, treasurer; H. N. Martin, secre
tary; \V. H. Capps, Inner Doorkeeper; Fred
Garber, Outer. Doorkeeper.

As illustrative of the strength of the Farm
ers' :\Iliance movement in \Vashington, it may
be said that there were 186 organized local al
liances in the state in 1891. \Vhitman county
headed the list with 49. Next came Spokane
county with 25; then Lincoln, 22; Garfield, 17;
Walla Walla, 15; Columbia II, etc.

In the general election of November, 18g0,
party lines were not drawn very closely in any
of the various precincts in Lincoln cOlmty. Few
straight tickets were cast on either side. But a
faint idea of the politics of the county could be
gleaned from the vote cast this year. But, in the
main, the Democratic ticket prevailed over that
of the Republicans. There was, however., con
siderable sectional feeling displayed. Append
ed is the official Yote of Lincoln county for 1890,
as compiled by Auditor. Cooper, Judge Brock
and Commissioner Breeze, while sitting as a
canvassing board;

For Member of Congress :-John L. Wil
son, Republican, 875; Thomas Carroll, Demo
crat, 812. Wilson's plurality, 63.

For State Representative :-Frank Atkin
son, Democrat, 850; J. S. Capps, Republican,

7II; L. N. Cushman, Republican, 867; R. .\
Hutchinson. Den'locrat, 1,022. Hutchinson.'

. C Splurahty, 155; ushman's, 17.
For County Attorney;-J. W. Merritt, Re.

publican, 1,029; T. A. VVickham, Democral
1,001. Merritt's majority, 28. '

For County Clerk :-Howard Spining, Re.
publican, I, I 34; John Thomason, Democrat,
853. Spining's plurality, 281.

For County Auditor :-J. W. Anderson,
Democrat, 1,220; B. A. Knapp, Republican.
804. Anderson's plurality, 416.

For Sheriff :-Richard Fish, Republican,
1,026; A. G. Mitchum, Democrat, 1,006. Fish's
plurality, 20.

For Countv Treasurer :-R. H. Chilton. ,
Democrat, 1,139; W. H. Howard, Republican.
847. Chilton's plurality, 292.

For Assessor :-D. K. McDonald, Demo
crat, 1217;. \V. H. McQuarrie, Republican.
656. McDonald's plurality, 561.

For Surveyor :-c. H. Hannum, Democrat,
1,096; R. J. Ree\'es, Republican, 620. Han·
num's majority, 476.

For School Superintendent :-H. X. ~lar·

tin, Democrat, 954; Mrs. C. H. Pryor, Repub
lican, 1,103. Mrs. Pryor's majority, 149·

For Coroner:-J. P. Tamiesie, Republican,
930; B. H. Yount, Democrat, 870' Tamiesie's
plurality, 60.

For Sheep Inspector :-James Lowery, Re
publican, 1,077; W. L. Smith, Democrat, 918.
Lowery's majority, 159.

For Commissioner, District No. I :-c. F.
•

Bassett, Republican, 693; B. Ettleson, Demo-
crat; 824; S. A. Gibson, Independent, 484·
Ettleson's plurality, 131.

F C ., D" t N 2 _fohnor ommlsslOner, Istnc 0.·.

Inkster, Sr.., Republican, 1,03°; J. F. Nee, Dem'
ocrat, 916. Inkster's majority, 114·

For Commissioner, District No. 3:-H.
McManis, Republican, 860; A. J. Stookey,
Democrat, 1,029. Stookey's majority, 169·

F B d· h Co n, 4. agall1sl.or on mg t e un'J' 39 '
1,237·
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For County Seat :-Davenport, 1,212;

Sprague, 956. .,
Sprague's maJonty over the three-fifths

necessary for, removal of the county seat was

88.
The birth of the Populist party was nothing

more nor less than the Farmers' Alliance or
ganization entering politics. This propaganda,
introduced in the county in the winter of 1889
90, was organized to advance the interests of
agriculture. Enthusiastically it was taken up
br many energetic farmers, and some politi-

• •
cians. The latter, after the organization had
been thoroughly completed, began agitation for
a political union and the formation of a new
party. At first the r~sults were anything but
encouraging, especially to the advocates of p0

litical reform. But they were far from being
discouraged, and after a number of futile at
tempts the alliance voted to enter politics. The
success of this new party during the succeed
ing few years may be gleaned from the results
of the elections.

Saturday, May 14, 1892, marks the date of
.,

the adrent of the People's Party into Lincoln
county politics. On that date a large number
oj farmers from all parts of the county gath
ered at DaYeIlport to participate in the initial
ceremonies taken in the organization of the new
party. T. H. Bums, organizer of the F. A. &
1. D., was present and was the leading spirit
of the affair. W. A. Grant was made perman
ent chairman and George Witt secretary. All
present who were willing to renounce allegiance
to the old parties and endorse the platform of
the St. Louis Industrial conference of Febru
ary 24th, were allowed to participate in the
organization. Some twenty-eight signified
their mtention of becoming members of the new
party. ExeCutive and county central com
mittees were appointed, a date set for the coun-
ty co .. n~entIon, and the People's Party was born
-In Lmcoln county. July 13th the party met
at ~avenport and placed in the field a full coun
ty tIcket.

June IS, 1892, Lincoln county was honored
by a state convention within the limits of her
boundaries. The new-born People's Patty con
vened at. Sprague on that day and chose dele
gates to the National Convention at Omaha,
July 4~

The election of 1892 was hotly contested.
There were four county tickets in the field
Democratic, Republican, People's Party and
Prohibition. For the first time in her histor:y
one of the citizens of Lincoln county received
a place on the Republican state ticket, or any

.other state ticket, for that matter. F. H. Luce,
of Davenport, was the unanimous choice of the
state convention for Lieutenant Governor, and
he was elected.

Following is the .vote in detail:
Presidential Electors: - Harrison, 915 ;

Cleveland, 933; Weaver, 559.
For: Governor :-John H. McGraw, R.,

858; Henry J. Snively, D., 866; C. W. Young,
P., 687.

For Members of Congress :-William H.
Doolittle, R, 863; John L. Wilson, R, 872;
Thomas Carroll, D., 902; James A. Mundey,
D.; 832; J. c. Van Patten, P., 609; M. F.
Knox, P., 594.

For State Representatives :-T. C. Lakin,
R, 834; W. N. McNew, R., 842; John F.
Green, D., 916; Isaac H. Long, D., 800; vVill
iam Priest, P., 617.

For Joint Senator :-Rollin J. Reeves, R.,
956; R A. Hutchinson, D., 1,185.

For Superior Court Judge:-Wallace
Mount, R, 1,041; N. T. Caton, D., 852; Jack
son Brock, P., 529.

For Prosecuting Attorney:-J. W. Mer
ritt, R, 1,046; C. H. Neal, D., 1,134.

For Auditor :-E. W. Watson, R, 838; ],
W. Anderson, D., 1,090; R D. Duffield, P.,

500.

For County Clerk:-J. B. Gray, R., 1,015;
J. W. Hartline, D., 767; Frank Garber, P.,

594·
For Sheriff:-T. P. Donahue, R., 1,044;
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D. K. McDonald, D., 767; W. A. Grant, P.,

574·
For Treasurer ;-Howard Spining, R., 957;

R. H. Chilton, D., 860; J. J. Brown, 1\, 613.
For Commissioner, First District :-L. V.

Allen, R., 1,01 I; B. Ettlesori, D., 723; C. A.
Belfre, P .. 636.

For Commissioner, Second District;- C.
P. Turner, R., 779; John Moylan, D., 837;
Peter Leipam, P., 669.

For Commissioner, Third District :-M. F.
LaFollett, R., 844; A. J. Stookey, D., 842;
Luke Hale, P., 539.

For, School Superintendent :-A. S. Mel
cher, R., 858; H. N. Martin, D.,. 1,000; C. C.
Gibson, P., 549.

For Assessor:-J. E. Vest, R., 884; Ferd
Brislawn, D., 834; E. W. Thorp, P., 663.

For Surveyor:-Jerry Rockhold, R., 1,030;
Josiah Cole, D., 1,030. There two candidates
drew lots and Rockhold won.

For Coroner ;-W. H. OIds, R., 91 I; B. H.
Yount, D., 895; R. A. Burge, P., 596.

The general election of 1894, in this county,
may be regarded as a landslide for the Popu
lists. There were three tickets in the field,
Republicans, Democrats and Populists. The
campaign conducted by the latter party was ag
gressive. Still, the vote was close, and the
Populists won mainly through a most perfect
Qrganization, backed by intense enthusiasm.

The official vote in the county was as fol
lows;

For Congressmen ;-\"1. H. Doolittle, Re
publican, 860; S. C. Hdye, Republican, 925;
N. T. Caton, Democrat, 589; B. F. Hueston,
Democrat, 432; W. P. C. Adams, Populist,
1,020; J. C. Van Patten, Populist, 1,030.

For Judge Superior Court :-R. O. Dun
bar, Republican, 926; M. J. Gardon, Republi
can, 882; T. N. Allen, Democrat, 481; B. L.
Sharpstein, Democrat, 447; H. L.' Forrest,
Populist, 1,031; J. M. Ready, Populist, 980.

For Representatives to the Legislature:
J. B'. Irvine, Republican, 871; C. E. Meyers,

Republican, 884; J. F. Gl~ee.ll, Democrat, 637;
J. W. Johnson, Democrat, 385; P. K. Spencer

. Populist, 985; G. M. Witt, Populist, 1,063. '
For Assessor;-J. E. Vest, Republican,

926 ; John Moylan, Democrat, 708; H. 1.
Amme, Populist, 868.

For County Attorney:-W. T. Warr:en,
Republican, 802; A. C. Shaw, Democrat, 744;
Jackson Brock, Populist, 916.

For Auditor :-E. W. Watson, R., 902: G.
F. Kennedy, D., 599; John Gunning, P., ()80.

For County Clerk:- J. c. Martin, R., I,.

016; John Hartline, D., 499; S. 'E. DeRackin,
P., 920.

For School Superintendent :-E. F. Elliot,
R., 1,025; W. W. Hutton, D., 473; E. F. Scar
borough, P., 968..

For Sheriff:-T. P. Donahue, R., 1,131;

S. A. Stanfield,. D., 209; William Williams,
P., 1,159·

For Sur,\-eyor:-Jerry Rockhold, R., 1,

008; Josiah Cole, D., 455; J. W. Scwarer, P.,
941.

For Treasurer :-J. J. Inkster, Republican,
999; A. G. Mitchum, Democrat, 443; ]. J.
Brown, Populist, 1,01 I.

For Coroner :-L. Lewis, Republican,9j2;
O. B. Parks, Populist, I, II9.

For Commissioner, Second District :-J.
Inkster, Sr., Republican, 321; T. M. Snyder,
Democrat. 158; T. G. Stevenson, Populist,

381.
For Commissioner, Third District :-M. F.

LaFollett, Republican, 337; J. Grimm, Demo·
crat, 138; A. L. St06key, Populist, 423·

On the tenth day following this election,
the last allowed by law for the filing of an
election contest, the few defeated populist~, and
the Republicans bOth entered contest suits. The
Populists contested the entire Sprague vote,
alleging illegal registration. The Republicans
contested the vote of several precincts, alleg
ing illegal voting. S. E. De Rackin, Populist

. test
candidate for county clerk, filed a con
against J. c. Martin, the Republican clerk elect,
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alleging that the registration in the city of
Sprague was illegal, and that the three Sprague
precincts should be. thrown out.. This would
have given the electIon to the plamtIff. On the
same grounds Harry Amme, Populist candi
date for assessor, filed a contest against J. E.
Yest, and Oliver Terwillager brought suit
a91linst E. F. Elliot, candidate for school super
il~tendent. Following the filing of these con
tests T. P. Donahue filed contest against '/Vill
iam H. Williams, Populist sheriff elect, claim
ing that in Harrington, Yarwood, Columbia,
Reardan, Grand Coulee, Fairview, Mondovi,
Sassin. Willow Springs, Sedalia, Liberty and
Crab Creek precincts, votes were cast for him
self and counted for Williams, and that the
ballots were not officially stamped in some of
the precincts. J. J. Inkster, also, filed a con
lest against ]. ]. Brown, Populist treasurer
elect, taking the same legal position as Don
ahue.

These contest cases were all withdrawn by
the middle of December. The Lincoln Cowlty
Times said:

"This was, doubtless, the best thing to do.
:\n)' changing of the result, whatever good
reason there might have been, would have
heen resisted by many people who would have
expressed their disapproval on the first op
portunity presented."

During the year 1895 political affairs in
Lincoln connty were kept at concert pitch by
sundry efforts to remove Sheriff S. E. De
Rackin from office. De Rackin was the editor
of a People's Party paper, published at
Sprague. and had been made sheriff by the
board of county commissioners upon the resig
nation of William Williams who had been,
elected at the election of 1894. It is claimed
t1~at De Rackin was quite unpopular, not only
Wtth his political opponents, but with members
of his own party, as well. His bondsmen were
released from liability, a~d being unable to
procure others, he was deposed by action of the .
Com . .

mtsstoners. Sheriff Raclon however re-, ,

fused to vacate, and for nearly a year the con-, .

test waged warmly. The matter found its
way into court and De Raclon lost. An ap
peal was taken to the supreme court, but in
January, 1896, De Rackin v.oluntarily resigned
the office of sheriff and wound up the .contest
which had been long drawn out, bitter and ex
pensive. But he still continued to mix in mat
ters political. February 2, 1896, he caused the
arrest of County Commissioner Stevenson on
a charge of having overdrawn his salary. The
trial of Stevenson was held in March, and he
was promptly acquitted. Following is the
record of the commissioners' proceedings in re
Raekin:

"In the matter of the resignation of S. E.
De Rackin, the board having declared the of
fice of sheriff vacant and appointed Frank
Garber as sheriff to fill said vacancy, and said
De Rackin having been contesting the appoint
ment of said Garber, and said resignation hav
ing been filed by way of compromise, the same
is hereby accepted."

The political raid on Sheriff De Rackin by
members of his own party could have but one
result. It split the People's Party asunder.
The campaign of 1896 commenced under a
cloud. The antagonists were known as the
Martin-De Rackin, and the McMillan-Conway,
factions. The Populist county convention was
held at Davenport, June 18th, and resulted
in the seating of the McMillan-Conway forces
and the complete humiliation and overthrow of
the opposing faction. A full Populist ticket
was nominated.

August 19th the Republican county con
vention was held at 1/Vilbur, and another ticket
placed invitingly before the people for their
franchise. The fusion forces, Democrats, free
silver Republicans and a number of recalcitrant
Populists got together in county convention at
Harrington and placed a third ticket in the
field. The general election of 1896 was held.
A canvass of tl1e votes developed the fact that
the Populists had a plurality of from 800 to
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1,000 on the state ticket, and from 100 to 500
on the county ticket. The Republicans cast
nearly 800 votes. The Populists from 1,000
to 1AOO and the free silver people from 100 to
600. The silver ticket did not have the
strength with which it had been credited. F 01
10\ving is the vote in Lincoln county:

:YlcKinley electors, 779; Bryan electors, 1,

700.
For Governor :-P. C. Sullivan, Republi

can, 816; John R. Rogers, Populist, 1,613.
For Joint State Senator :-S. H. Chase, Re- :

publican, 795; F. M. Baum, Populist, 1,640. !
For Representatives :-G. \V. Stewart, Re- I

publican, 774; H. C. Anderson, Republican,
785; John Wickham, Free Silver, 559; George
Witt, Populist, 1,584; C. T. In'in, Populist,
1,141.

For Judge Superior Court: - Wallace
Mount, Republican, 1,066; C. H. Neal, Popu
list, 1,444.

For Sheriff :-W. H. Yarwood, Republi
can, 744; T. M. Cooper, Silver" 682; O. G.
Devenish, Populist, 1,098.

For County Clerk:-J. c. Martin, Repub
lican, 1,062; J. L. Alkire, Populist, 1,406.

For Auditor:-J. E. Vest, Republican,
699; John W. Siegman, Silver, 592; J. W.
Gunning, Populist, 1,257.

For Treasurer:-]. H. Nicholls, Republi
can, 829; E. E. Shafer, Silver, 100; O. G.
Griffith, Populist, 1,283,

For Prosecuting Attorney: - Llewellyn
Davies, Republican, 844; A. W. Salisbury,
Silver, 644; ] ackson Brock, Populist, 1,044.

For Assessor :-A. S. Campbell, Republi
can, 813; P. H. Wolford, Silver, 368; P. M.
Lyse, Populist, 1,341.

For Superintendent of Schools :-E. F.
Elliott, Rt:publican, 1,066; Alice Neal, Popu
list, 1,443.

For Surveyor :-Finch, Silver, 445; Ludy,
Populist, 1,528.

For Commissioner, First District :-Au-

gust Dawell, Silver, 568; F. G. Crisp, Popu.
list, 1,356.

For Commissioner, Third District :-I. X
Cushman, Republican, 835; W. L. Robinson
Silver, 433; A. E. Stookey, Populist, 1,201. '

County Seat Removal :-For Davenport,
1,582; for Harrington, 240. Against remoral,
537·

The sweeping victory of Populism in 1896
inspired an enthusiasm that carried the partr
into the campaign of 1898 apparently rig.
orous and confident. Their convention was
held in Davenport Thursday, June 23d. It
proved an interesting convocation. W.:-1.
Priest, of Fairview, was made chairman and
1. J. Minnick, secretary. Early in the dayani
mation was imparted to the affair by the with
drawal of the Reardan delegation from the
convention hall, the reason assigned being that
all their delegates had not been seated. Some
time before the convention was called to order,
a committee of Populists had investigated the
acts of the county commissioners in regard to
the countv's settlement with the railroads con--
cerning the payment of delinquent taxes, and
had reported that the railroads had secured the
best of the agreement. As a result the Popu
lists incorporated in their platform the follow
ing plank:

Whereas the people's party has been a strenuous
advocate of the imperative mandate, claiming it would
be a great safeguard against corrupt and in,uflicient
office holders, and in harmony with free institutions and
would secure more competent and faithful sen'ants as
office holders, and whereas the commissioners of Lin·
coIn county have proveR themselves incompetent to care
for the best interests of the people of this county by their
unbusinesslike methods of compromising the railroad
taxes whereby the county suffered great loss.

Therefore we ask s-aid commissioners to resign their
offices on the ground of unbusinesslike methods, thus
putting in practice what we preach so far as we have
the power.

Instead of resigning in accordance with this
singular request the commissioners came before
the convention and explained their acts con-
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• fY the taxation of railroads and other
cermn"
matters. The Populists then turned their at-
tention to the nomination of a ful~ county ticket.

The Lincoln county RepublIcans gathered
in convention at Davenport Wednesday, July
;qth, and placed in nominatio~ a county ticket.
T. F. Hill was selected chaIrman and J. P.
La\\'fence, secretary of the convention, which
was harmonious throughout. The Democratic
convention was held at Davenport Thursday,
September 1St. T. M. Cooper was chosen
chairman and Henry Anderson, secretary.

The election of November. 8, 1898, was pre
ceded by a long campaign. The three tickets
in the field contained, each, candidates for all
the various offices. Fusion between the Demo
crats and Populists did not materialize, al
though an attempt was made to defeat the Re
publican candidate for representative by com
bining the vote of the Democrats and Popu
lists on two of the candidates, one Populist and
one Democrat. But a great change had oc
curred in the complexion of Lincoln county
politics within two years. The Populists who
had proved so strong in 1896 were completely
overthrown in 1898. Not one of their candi
dates was elected. The cause of the Populists'
defeat was the voluntary support given Repub
licans by Democrats. The county went strong
ly Republican; every candidate, with the ex
ception of prosecuting attorney and auditor" be
ing elected, the two latter offices being cap
tured by the Democrats. The official vote of
the county is appended:

For Members of Congress :-F. W. Cush
man, Republican, 1,055; W. L. Jones, Repub
hcran. 1,016; J. Hamilton Lewis, Populist, 805 ;
\\. C. Jones, Populist, 742 ; A. -C. Dickinson,
~rohibitionist, 34; C. L. Haggard, Prohibi
!lomst, 25; \Valter. Walker, Socialist Labor,
2i; :\1. A. Hamilton, Socialist Labor, 33.
'I For State Representatives :-H. A. P.j' eve RR .' rs. \.epublican, 1,076; James M. Parrish,

epublican. 1,093; Charles \"1. Bethel, Demo
crat, 428: Byron W. Richards, Democrat, 298 :

George M. Witt, Populist, 576; W. M. Priest,
Populist, 415.

For Sheriff:-J. H. Gardner, Republican,
9°3; John Moylan, Democrat, 625; O. G. De
Vinish, Populist, 496.

For: County Clerk :-William H. Yarwood"
Republican, 932; R. P. Short, Democrat, 342;
J. P. Alkine, Populist, 72I.

For Auditor :-GeorgeW. Weaks, Repub
lican, 819; J. W. Anderson, Democrat, 84Q;
E. J. Holland, Populist, 354.

For Treasurer :-S. S. Shipherd, Republi
can, 891; P. H. Dencer, Democrat, 386; C. G.
Griffith, Populist, 737.

For Prosecuting Attorney :-L1ewllyn Dav
ies, Republican, 747; N. T. Caton, Democrat,
881 ; Joseph Sessions, Populist, 399.

For Assessor :-George G. Grimes, Repub
lican, 976; J. W. Mann, Democrat, 418; 1. J.
Minnick, Populist, 598.

For Superintendent of Schools :-Lena
Bemis, Republican, 883; Mrs. Dora Morgan,
Democrat, 337; Alice E. Neal, Populist, 789.

For Surveyor :-Jerry Rockhold, Republi
can, 1,008; J. E. Ludy, Democrat, 852.

For Coroner :-c. M. McKinley, Republi
can, 985; M. T. Setters, Democrat, 550; Daniel
Winters, Populist, 429.

For Commissioner, First District :-Hugh
S. McNeilly, Republican, 1,005; Jacob Smith,
Democrat, 506; L. Y. Williams, Populist, 458.,

For Commissioner, Second District :-Eli
D. Kellogg, Republican, 854; Frank Hardin,
Democrat, 653; J. B. Pershall, Populist, 483.

The Republican county convention of 1900
was held at Davenport, Tuesday, July 10th.
Lieutenant Governor F. H. Luce was elected
chairman, and H. J. Neilly, of Wilbur, secre
tary. Nearly every precinct in the county was
represented and the convention moved without
friction. A full county ticket was nominated.

.Throughout the county, at this period, many
McKinley and Roosevelt and Bryan clubs wen:
organized. The Democrats and Populists held
their conventions at Davenport \Vednesday,
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District :-Will
1,361; Henry

can, 949; J. W. Anderson, Democrat, 2,099.
For Treasurer :-S. S. Shepherd, Republi.

can, 1,388; 1. J. Minnick, Democrat, 1,616.
For Prosecuting Attorney:-W. T. War.

ren, Republican, 1,2II; N. T. Caton, Demo
crat, 1,838.

For Assessor :-G. G. Grimes, Republican,
1,403; D. M. McRea, Democrat, 1,612.

For. Superintendent of Schools: - Lena
Bemis, Republican, 1,486; Alice Neai, Demo
crat, 1,556.

For Surveyor :-E. C. Davis, Republican,
1,361; George R. Sawyer, Democrat, 1,642.

For Coroner :-c. P. Richards, Republican,
1,203; R. P. Moore, Democrat, 1,716.

For Commissioner, Second District :-E.
D. KeIlogg, Republican, 1,331; ]. R. Dayid
son, Democrat, 1,700.

For Commissioner, Third
iam Gemmill, Republican,
Thompson, Democrat, 1,625.

The Lincoln county Republican COtmn·
tion of 1902 was held at Wilbur, Thursday,
July lOth. C. E. Meyers presided m'er the
convention and R. M. Dye was elected secre
tary. The Democrats convened at Harring
ton Tuesday, July 15th, and placed in nomina
tion a fuIl county ticket. P. VV. Dillon presided
over the convention and Frank Garber sen'ed
as secretary. During the two years preyious
there had been a considerable influx of popu
lation in Lincoln county, and this added yote
seems to have materiaIly aided the Republican
party. The remarkable splitting up of the yote
shows that there was a strong independent
sentiment to be reckoned with which neither
of the two parties was able to control. We ap'
pend the vote:

For Congressmen :-F. W. Cushman, Re
publican, 1,553; W. L. Jones, RepubliCln,
1,531; W. E. Humphrey, 1,512; Cottnll,

-8'Democrat, 1,252; Holcomb, Democrat. 1,2;, ,

I Cole, Democrat, 1,249·
For State Representatives: - George E.

July 18th, and the resulting movement was
complete fusion of the two parties which, practi
caIly; sounded the death kneIl of the Populist
party. The candidates nominated all went on
the ticket as Democrats. Still, the Populists
named candidates for one representative, com
missioner for the second district, sheriff, treas
urer, clerk and assessor. The Democrats
mimed candidates for one representative, com
missioner for the third district, auditor, prose
cuting attorney, school superintendent, sur
veyor and coroner. Of the Populist conven
tion T. G. Stevenson presided as temporary
chairman and E. A. Hesseltine as temporary
secretary. George M. Witt was made perma
nent chairman and E. A. Hesseltine was con
tinued permanent secretary. The Democratic
convention was presided over by John Bartol,
chairman, and Edward Sharp sen'ed as secre
tary. The campaign was spirited, but one of
the cleanest ever known in Lincoln county.
Personalities were conspicuous by their ab
sence. There were poIled in Lincoln county
3,184 votes.

For Governor:-J. M. Frink, Republican,
1,130; John R. Rogers, Democrat, 1,851; R. E.
Dunlap, Prohibition, 62; William McCormick,
Social Labor, 6; W. C. B. Randolph, Social
Democrat, 27.

For State Senator :-M. E. Hay, Repub
lican, 1,390; Gotleib Garber, Democrat, 1,621.

For State Representatives :-A. L. Smalley,
Republican, 1,355; J. A. Talkington, Republi
can, 1,261; John Raymer, Democrat, 1,6lO;
J. J. Cameron, Democrat, 1,536.

For Superior. Court Judge :-H. A. P.
Meyers, Republican, 1,286; C. H. Neal, Demo
crat, 1,740.

For Sheriff:-J. H. Gardner, Republican,
1,632; L. A. Kennedy, Democrat, 1,389,

For County Clerk :-W. H. Yarwood,Re
publican, 1,573; C. C. Gibson, Democrat,
1,460.

For Auditor :-R. D. Anderson, Republi-
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Smith, Republican, ~,421; J. E. Howard, Re
publican, 1,460; J. J. Cameron, Democrat, 1,-

43J .. .
For Sheriff:-J. J. Inkster, RepublIcan,

'79' J F. Hall, Democrat, 1,372 •I,,) , .
For County Clerk:-W. W. Downey, Re-

publican, 1,528; F. B. Squires, Democrat, 1,-

358.
For Auditor :-W. H. Yarwood, Republi-

can, 1,364; A. 5. Brown, 1,57°.
For Treasurer :-C. G. Hettman, Republi

can, 1,269; I. S. Minnick, Democrat,

1,648.
For Prosecuting Attorney:-R. M. Dye,

Republican, r,554; T. M. Maxwell, Democrat,

1,345·

For Assessor :-S. G. Noble, Republican,
1,508; D.avid McRea, Democrat, 1,409.

For Superintendent of Schools :-Charles
Deets, Republican, 1,425; Alice Neal, Demo
crat, 1,500.

For Surveyor :-Jerry Rockhold, Republi
can, 1,445; George R. Sawyer, Democrat,
1,469·

For Coroner :-Freer, Republican, 1,461;
Dr. Setters, Democrat, 1,421.

For Commissioner, First District:
Charles Kellum, Republican, 1,473; Charles
Bethel, Democrat, 1,399.

For Commissioner, Third District:-J. P.
Martin, Republican, 1,574; Bishop,

•
Democrat, 1,293.

CHAPTER vm.
•

EDUCATIONAL.

In the Terri torial days of 1884 the first
board of education of Lincoln county convened
at Davenport Wednesday, August 13th. T!.e
members were C. R. Walters, Superintenden'.
C. H. Pryor and Jessie M. Harvey. The board
organized by electing Mr. Pryor, chairman,
and Jessie M. Harvey, secretary. The purpDse
of this meeting was to examine applicants
lor teachers' certificates. Only three were J.Jrt:~

ent; Miss Maude Brace Miss Edna Benson,
and ~Irs. M. A. Markham. Each of these
candidates for pedagogic distinction having
passed the examinations successfully was
granted a third grade certificate.

At Sprague, February II, 1885, was held
the second meeting of the educational board.
There ,vere eight successful candidates for cer
tificates. yiz: First Grade Marian H. Parker
and Dell Turner' Second grade Addie
Tumer, Sadie McGo~rin, J. W. 'Shearer, Lottie

14

A. Bartlett, Maude Brace and Miss E. T. Ben
son. At the following meeting the same year,
in August, there were nine successful candi
dates for certificates.

The first teachers' institute ever held in the
county convened at Sprague August 4th t;l

11th, inclusive, 1885. Those present were:
Carrie Vest, A. G. Maxey, Carlotta.A. Bart
lett, J. L. McCollum, Mrs. Kate Devenish,
Maude Brace, Edward Davis, George W.
Jackson, Sr., Dora Hinshaw, Lizzie Yarwood,
L. S. Brooks, Minnie Keaton, Anna Htighe~,

William Yarwood, Rosa Hughes, J. L. Rea
sonet, M. ,H. Parker, J. W. Shearer, Miss I. L.
\~alters, C. R. Walters, A. G. Mitchum, C.
H. Pryor, Dell Turner, Addie Turner, Sadie
McGourin.

Since then these highly beneficent institutes
have been held annually.

In 1883 the few who had cast their lot
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within that portion of Washington in which
Davenport is located organized the first school
district and built a frame building which, at
that period, was considered quite pretentious.
The board of school directors comprised O.
B. Parks, J. D. Woodin and L. A. Kennedy.
Mrs. Bond was clerk of the district. Mr. C.
H. Pryor, who afterward became county super
intendent of schools, was the first teacher in
Davenport. With the construction of the Cen
tral vVashington railroad, quickly followed by
a voluminous increase of population, more
school room to accommodate the children was
found absolutely necessary. In 1890 the old
school building was vacated and a new one
containing four rooms was erected on the plat
eau south of the business portion of Davenport.
But even this commodious building soon
proved inadequate to accommodate the number
of pupils seeking instruction; two additional
spacious rooms were added. From this period
the growth of the Davenport school district
was rapid. The succeeding years culminated
in 1891 in the erection of the handsome mod-,
ern two-story and basement brick building; the
Davenport High School. It contains nine
rooms, is heated by a furnace and provided with
the latest improved system of sanitary drain
age.

In 1898 Professor J. H. Perkins was prin
cipal of the Davenport schools. Aside from
the eight grades of the common schools a,
high school course was added, requiring four
years for graduation. The first to graduate
under this improved and augmented curri
culum were Minnie M. Level, Bertha John
son, Xettie Hale and Kate Rogers.

For the purpose of comparison with later
data the school report of County Superintend
ent C. H. Pryor for 1887 is given:

';al ue of all school property in county $14.405
N umber of school houses in county 40
N umber of districts in county 55

, Number of s'~hooJs maintai..ed 47

Teachers' salaries
Male-$39.
Female-$3I.

Children enrolled-I,02o.
Ayerage attendance--827.
Since the organization of Lincoln county th

b f h I h
. - enum_

er 0 sc 00 s as Increased from 25 to 5' It·
h d

··· ,. IS tru,
t at most 'stncts supphed but a short term of h

d
. SC~

an companng our schools and pay with that of Id'
. . 0 er

counties, It seems, at first glance to be discOll .. . ragmg
but when we reahze that the count) is yet ,'" 't .'I S Ill.

fancy and note the progress that it has made in th,
past three or four years, the prospect is most e

• nCOUf'

agmg. Few new counties contain as much,

December 20, 1889, closed the first term
of the Cortland Academy, at Sherman. It was
considered very successful. •There were in at.
tendance 25 pupils. August 15, I Bgo, the Wil-
bur Register said: .

"The chief obj ection to the Big Bend is
removed. A good education can now be re
ceived at home. At the Cortland Academv

•

and Business College, near. Sherman, there is
the commercial course which prepares for busi·
ness, the normal course for teaching, the classi
cal course for college or practical life, also the
course in the common branches which affords
instruction in the elementary studies, for both
children and adults. Rev. Arthur B. Cort is

•

principal and E. M. Bogart, of Omaha, business
college associate principal, assisted by Mrs.
Cort and others."

It was proposed to build a town to be called
Cortland at this college. Forty acres were to
be platted and placed on the market. The lots
were to be sold to families on the following
plan. Those paying $100 tuition to the academy
and erecting a building at a cost of $1 So were
to be given a warranty deed for a lot. No
saloons or immoral houses were to be allowed
to operate with the the limits of the proposed
college town. Of the Cortland Academy the
following officers and trustees were elected:
A. B. Cort, president; M. E. Hay, treasurer;
John Thomison, secretary; J. P. Tamiesie ani
J. M. Parrish. In June, 1891, the Lincoln
Coullty Times said:
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"Cortland is a place of which many have
heard, and some have a vague idea as to what
it is and where it is, but few understand what
the real purpose and character of the place
. It is situated about eight or nine miles north
IS.
oj Wilbur, and at present consists of Cortland
Academy, a number of lodging houses for
pupils and a few residence buildings. It takes
its name from Rev. Cort, a Presbyterian min
ister who located on the land some two or three
years ago, and conceived the idea of laying the
foundation of important future work by begin
ning in a small way to build up a school. He
diligently set to. work and built a large log
structure in which he began teaching, first with
onlv a few scholars who later increased in num-

•
bers. He succeeded in awakening great in-
terest, not only among the pupils who attended,
but among the people of the Big Bend in gen
eral who are interested in its success. Today
he employs three assistant teachers, including
his wife, and is now ~rranging to erect a large
frame building which will be as well equipped
for academic work as any academy in the
state. Mr. Cort is enthusiastic in the work
he has begun, and expects to see the time when
Cortland will be an important place, known far
and wide for its educational advantages."

Despite this flattering endorsement and the
conscientious work of Mr. and Mrs. Cort, the
academy was not a financial success, and in
18g2 it ceased to exist.

The long-heralded school for the Indian
children of the Spokane and Colville reserva
tions opened Monday, April 2, 1900, at old
Fort Spokane, Miles postoffice, Lincoln coun
ty. with 135 pupils on the roll. The post build
lllgs, or such as were fit for the purpose were
turned over to the Department of Indian Af-f . .
airs by the War Office soon after the abandon-

ment of the place as a military post, following
the S~anish war. This is perhaps one of the
most mteresting institutions in Lincoln county,
or 1ll thO .

IS portion of the state. For school pur-
POses the location is an ideal one; claimed by

inspectors and other. supervising officials to be
about the finest that is occupied by any Indian
school in the United States.

In February, 1903, Superintendent F. F.
Avery published the following description of
the school in the Lincoln County TimRs:

"The Fort Spokane school though not
strictly on an Indian reservation is classed as
a reservation boarding school for the reason
that it draws its pupils directly from reserva
tions, not from other schools, and is under
general supervision of an Indian agency.

"About 225 pupils were enrolled last year
( 1(02) . Each year those who are enrolled
are gathered in as early as practicable in the
fall and remain until the end of June, the
months of July and August being a vacation
period during which they are allowed to go
home, and during which employees, also, al
ternate in taking leaves of absence, thirty days
with pay being allowed for ten months' contin
uous service. As nearly as possible the school

. is made a comfortable and pleasant home for
the pupils, and they are in every way reasonably
provided for. In clothing each boy is allowed
three suits and extra pair of pantaloons per
year, one of the suits being a substantial and
handsome uniform. Each girl is allowed one
dress of all wool dress flannel, and four other
dresses, none of them of less desirable material
than an ordinary quality of gingham. For
both boys and girls the allowance of shoes, un
derwear, etc., are also sufficienty liberal. Each
pupil has a single bed properly furnished. Each
has three or four clean towels per. week; and
in every possible way well being is provided for
and correct tastes and habits are cultivated.
This is regarded as being, perhaps, the most
important part of Indian education.

"The pupils range in years from five to
eighteen years. About one-half are full-blood
Indians, many of whom entered school unable
to speak a word of English. The remainder
are of mixed blood. Both classes average
fairly well in natural intelligence and both ;l.re
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-
more easily controlled than average white chil
dren. The primary and intermediate grades
of an ordinary common school education are
given, anti the best text books and appliances
are supplied and good teachers employed. But
more stress is laid upon domestic and other
industrial training than upon class work. Each
pupil goes to school one-half of each class-day
(from Monday until Friday, inclusive), and
works one half of each day from Monday
to Saturday inclusive. Only the little ones
are omitted from this program, and for them
a kindergarten is provided. The boys rotate
through the carpenter shop, the bakery, the
farmers' department and the industrial teach
ers' details, which latter include all kinds of
miscellaneous chores. The girls rotate through
every department of domestic work, the
kitchen, the laundry, the sewing room and mis
cellaneous work. In the sewing room, for ex
ample, they are taught to cut and fit as well as
to make their own clothing, and to do all
kinds of repairing neatly and properly. The
same general method is followed in each de
partment. And, as a rule, the results are rea
sonably satis~actory. The girls who receive
this training for a few years go out and make
a good deal better homes than those who do
not receive it. The boys as a rule do very much
better than those who grow up in ignorance
and without forming any habits of systematic
industry. The force of employees is such as
is necessary for a school organized on the lines
indicated. There is a superintendent; a nn
tron and two assistant matrons; a seamstre~s,

a cook, a baker, a laundress, a f:lrmer, a car.
penter, an industrial teacher, four class-room
teachers, and a few miscellaneous employees
most of whom are assistants of thos~ men··
tioned. All of these are expected to be, anti
required to be, not only workers, but instruc
tors; and no position in an Indian school is
easy to fill satisfactorily. Yet the service us
ually becomes attractive to those who remain
long enough in it to become thoroughly ac-

customed to it, and the civil service Comm'
IS·

sion usually has ample lists of eligibles from
which to certify applicants for most classes of
positions.

"Visitors with any intelligent interest and
with tact enough to realize that the pupils are
simply human, and do not care to be looked
upon and talked about as though they were
wild animals, are always welcome. There is a
story told of one visitor at an Indian school,
who, with more curiosity than tact, stopped a
little Indian boy with the inquiry: 'Say! ,\re
you civilized?' To which he very promptly and
pertinently replied, 'Yes; are you?' And this
story is quite illustrative, as well as properly
vouched for."

November 27, 1903, the School BlIllelill, an
eight-page monthly educational journal, edited
and published by Miss Alice Neal, County
Superintendent of Public Instruction and de,
\'oted to the interests of Lincoln county, made
its initial appearance. Following is the aunual
report of Miss Neal for the year 1903:

Number of children 5 to 2t years old , ;~9

Enrolled in public schools ·+923
Average daily attendance .. , , •....... ·3·0jl

N umber of departments maintained ' 1;';

Average monthly salary; male , $.48.f>'I
Average monthly sala~; female ,., ~;llS
Pupils graduated from common schools during year..'11
Number of S'Chool houses in county, i!I

Of these "5 were frame buildings, one log aud j brick.
T I ·' j,Ilolota seating capacIty .,., , , .
Estimated value of county's school property.. $I~.2l1-;o
Total number of districts in county llS
Teachers holding state or territorial certificates ,,
Normal department state university 6
Elementary certificate state nonnal . ,
Advanced cours-e state normal , .
F· d 'fi 19trst gra e cerlt .cates ,.......... 1'6
Second grade certIficates 6
Third grade certificates I

R dan Da"There are graded schools at Sprague, ear p h
enport, Harrington, Wilbur, Almira, Creston, e~c.~
Edwall, Mobler, and Odessa. Tbe Davenport schoo I

a b igb scbool.

From Monday, April 11th, to the 15t~
inclusive, 1904, there was held at Davenp<J
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t" the most interesting and instructiveone 0 .

I ers' institutes that ever assembled III theteac 1
state. The program arranged by Miss Neal
\ras one calculated to prove of gr~t benefit

'er\' teacher in the county. The exercisesto e\ •
were attended by Professor A. E. Winship,
oi Boston, one oi the most prominent educators
in the United States, and throughout the week
he delinred daily addresses which were listened
t0 with profound attention.

Following is the complete roster 'of the
school teachers of Lincoln county, January I,

I C)04 :
:\lice Lang, Mrs. J. A. Rife, Nellie Lan-

gan, Eya Switzer, Frank Beck, of Mondovi;
Chloe Wilcox, Belle Baldwin, P. T. Mellon,

•
Elnora Strong, May Baldwin, W. H. Scott,
oi Ed\rall; Earl Yule, C. A. Hersey, T. A.
Da\'ies, Marva Frink, Louise Kirkpatrick, Gert
rude Cosgrove, Ella Craig, Margaret Craig, E.
~lcDonald, Robt. Simmons, Maggie Orlowski,
~Irs. J. A. Gee, Katie Neilly, Edith Mills,
Alice Bartlett, J. N. Moore, of Sprague;
Brooks Livingston, W. H. Padley, Kate Wol
iord, :Maude Clifford, Oma Hamilton, D. M.
Smith, Anna L. Evans, Daisy Kenworthy, of
Reardan; Lillian Mackey, George E. Craig,
Sadie Hettman, Alice Brookings, W. D. Mof
iatt, Minnie Level, Josie O'Leary, Mrs. E. S.
Grai, Grace Donnell, Bertha Johnson, Bertha
L. Powell, Eroise Knowles, Carrie B. Weir,
Kathryn Lentz, B. E. Mower, C. W. Jarvis,
J. R. Williams, Bernice Jones, Jennie Heald,
Ora Pershall, of Davenport; Blanche Switzer,
Florence Samis, Andrew Brown, of Egypt;
Stella Cheeley, Mrs. J. A. Hall, Ida L. Will
Iams, F. E. Emmett, F. E. Stokes, Louise
Peffley, Anna L. Cole, Mabel M. Moody, Har
rel' Jones, of Creston; Leonard Heaphy, La
DCona Williams, Harry W. Davis, Alvan
. I daren on, Bemetta Stookpv Bessie RobertsB . -J> ,

Eessle M. Agnew, Pearl Owen, Della E. Green,
AII~ ~avies, E. C. Bierbaum, Mary Waltman,
Sblga11 E. White, Emilie R. Mode, Addie

axe, Ida Hankel, J. W. Falkner, of Wilbur;

Mrs. J. Childs, Grace Berner, of Rocklyn; Ora
M. Seidell, Elfleda Graves, C. W. Crippen,
Mary Dew, of Mohler; W. A. Cummings,
Mrs. C. Mapes, of Tyler; Blanche Shane, J()
seph Kung, Edgar Hopkins, Mrs. Hendryx, of
Sherman; Frank Thomas, C. C. Baker, Mar
tha Samuels, Bessie Fox, Margaret Scott, Lil
lian Scott, Della E. Wilson, James A. Braden,
Mollie 1. Swing, S. R. Wesp, Minnie Kerr, of
Harrington; F. E. Hoskins, Effie L. Jackson,
of Moscow; M. L. Cory, Edgar Allison, May
Ryan, of Larene; W. J. Phipps, of Hesseltine; .
Nettie \Villiams, of Clark; Robert Pitzer,
Charles Deets, Elsie 1. Turley, Nellie John
son, C. L. Goodyear, Rosa Sanford, of Almira;
Maude Bennett, W. G. Hardy, of Govan; D.
Dallas, Sarah Williams, of Peach; W. J.
Beaghley, Marjorie Nichols, of Waukon; Irene
Hennessy, of Lamona; Nettie Lang, of Curby;
Caroline Clements, Clara Weisgerber, Sara R.
Howard, Grace Austin, Alice C. Dorman, Mar
tha Kottke, Eura J. Snowhill, Ida E. Wilson,
J. G. Wardin, Agnes J. Lambert, of Odessa;
Dulce Wallace, of Griffith; Ida Grinn, of
Knipp; E. H. Gipson, Estella V. Hinckley, of
Downs; Segrid Lehn, of Manila.

St. Joseph's Academy is a convent and
school instituted at Sprague in 1886-at first
on a limited scale-but is at present quite a
prominent· educational institution along re
ligious lines. It is attended by scholars from
all parts of the state, and even from outside
tile boundaries.

The object of the academy is to impart
a thorough and refined Christian education to
young ladies. Simplicity and solidity are com
bined in the methods of instruction. Care is
taken to strengthen and develop the character
by the triple cultlfre of the mind, heart and
body; and thus make of the students practical
young women and useful members of society
-aan honor to themselves and a benefit to their
fellow creatures. As regards religious instruc
tion no distinction is made in the reception of
pupils on account of their religious opinions,
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and no interference is made with the religious
convictions of non-Catholics; but, for the main
tenance of good order, all are required to con
form to the regulations of the house.

The preparatory department aims at im
parting a thorough English education. This
object is obtained by careful instruction in
Christian doctrine, reading, spelling, etymology,
elements of rhetoroic, arithmetic; civil govern
ment, geography, grammar, sacred history,
composition, elements of algebra, United States
history, physiology, national literature. A thor
ough knowledge of these branches are required
for promotion to the academic department, and

a certificate of proficiency is granted on corn
pletion of the grammar course. The academic
department is commercial, literary and scienti.
fie. The first year is devoted to Christian doc.
trine, Bible and church history, higher arith.
metic and algebra, general history, classical
literature, rhetoric and composition, science,
physics and botany and bookkeeping. The sec
ond year to Christian doctrine, geometry, as.
tronomy, literary analysis, logic, rhetoric, and
composition. The third year, to church his.
tory, geometry, rhetoric, literature, criticisms,
review common branches. Drawing and men
tal arithmetic are taught in all the grades,
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES

LINCOLN COUNTY

LEROY FURGESON is a farmer re
siding two miles east of ~arene, ~nd eight miles
north of Davenport. He 1S a natlVe of Putnam
county, Indiana, born Oct~be.r IS, 1848. His
father, also Leroy by chnsttan name, was a
native of North Carolina, and his mother,
Lavina (Condray) Furgeson, was born in
Knoxville, Tennessee. Mr. Furgeson has one
brother, Thomas T., residing at Sweet Home,
Linn county, Oregon, and he served twenty
two months in the Union army during the Civil
War, and was wounded in the battle of Pea
Ridge. Later he was honorably discharged
and returned to the duties of the civilian.

When a child, our subject removed with
his parents to Marion county, Iowa, during the
early days of that commonwealth, was brought
up there on a farm, and married, October I I.

1868, to Sarah A. Pope, a native of Oskaloosa,
Iowa.

Mrs. Ferguson's father, \Villiam PoPe, was
a native of the state of New York, and died in
California at the age of seventy-seven. His
f~ther, Benjamin, was a soldier of the Revolu
h?n, and died in Iowa at the advanced age of
mnety-four. The mother of Mrs. Furg-eson,
Dorcas (Lathors) Pope, was born in Adams
county, ~hio, and is now living with her
daughter III her eighty-fourth year. 0

S In 1873 Mr. 0 and Mrs; Furgeson came to
anta Clara county California and five yearslat h 0,' , 0oer t ey drove overland to Linn county,

. regan, Where Mr. Furgeson engaged in farm
~ng. ~hey came in a wagon to their present 0

w~~e 1!1 1888. Having brought from Oregon
them a small herd of stock, they took land

, .

and engaged at once in farming and stock rais- ,
ing. They now own a section of land, about
Sao acres of which are choice tillable soil. They
have good buildings, improvements, et cetera,
plenty of fine water, and a quantity of timber.
Mr. Furgeson now makes a specialty of raising

•gram.
Both Mr. Furgeson and his wife are active

members of the Methodist Episcopal church at
Larene.

Mr. and Mrs. Furgeson have been parents
of seven children, two of whom, Amy M. 0 and
Bertie M., have departed this life. Those living
are: William T., married to Mollie Ledger
wood; James Edmund, married to Myrtle
Hubler; Floyd, married to Ella Howard;
Frances, wife of \V. L. Slater, of Douglas
county, and Mildred.

Mrs. Furgeson's three brothers, George
James, and Edmond, served in the Union army
during the Civil War, the last two in the 0

Seventeenth Iowa. 0

Mr. Furgeson is one of the substantiaL '
well-to-do and influential citizens of his 10- •
cality.'--_......---

•

HENRY, S. WYNHOFF. John. H.
Wynhoff, a native of Germany, together .with
his two brothers, Anthony and }<\cob, all' con
cert players, and his wife, Dora (Appledom)
Wynhoff, a native of Holland, came to the
United States in 1854, and settled' near Mil"" 0

waukee, Wisconsin. ,0 'Withth~m 0 caine their 0

family of children,of wtikh.our subject; Henry.
S., was a member. His brothers' and sisters:

•

•

o •

."
o

tiL"
~.. '- ,r ,!:c.:"

~ .' ~t' . c.. . . .. ...
,

,
_.' .' '-,;~; ;-,',.,:~i;:- ·~.ro_ \< . - '. " -
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are: John, Herbert, Mrs. Fredrika Look, Jacob
and Mrs. Dora Ritchie. The following mem
bers of the family are dead, Mrs. Johanna
Hage, Mrs. Mary Verfurth, who owned the
first store in Creston; Theodore, who died in
service duting the Civil war, and Henry, \vho
died in Germany prior to the parents coming to
America.

Henry S. \\Tynhoff lived with his parents
on a farm near Milwaukee, until he grew to
manhood. November 8, 1870, he was married
to Mary O. Haas, born in Racine county, \Vis
consin, July 22, I8S!. Her father, Phillip
Haas, and mother, Rosa (Seitz) Haas, both
native Germans, came to the United States in
1844. and settled in \Visconsin. She is the
third of nine children. Mrs. Alice ;\ioritz.
Jacob. Joseph, Phillip, deceased, Peter B., Fer
dinand. Henry, Rosa and August.

In 1876 Mr. and Mrs. \\Tynhoff remO\'ed to
Kankakee ,county, Illinois; in 1881 to Bremer
county, Iowa; in 1888 to Spokane. \Vashing
ton, and thence to Hell Gate on the Columbia,
In this sparsely settled country they took a pre
emption claim, kept a store, and raised fruit.
Selling all their land except forty-four acres,
they moved in th~ spring of 1898 to their pre
sent home six miles south of Peach. Here thev

•
have 800 acres on the banks of Ha\vk creek.
300 acres of which are hay land. a good home.
a barn of two hundred and fifty tons of hay
capacity, an orchard, and a large berry patch.
Mr. \Vynhoff makes a specialty of raising h~y,

cattle and horses.
Mr. and Mrs. \Vynhoff have been parents

of nine children, Theodore, Alma, Addie, wife
of Charles Cole, with the Spokesman-Re\·iew.
Spokane; Veronica, wife of Frank Young,
with the Spokcsman-Reviez(', Spokane: Leo,
attending Blair Business College, Spokane:
Ottile Mary; Frank J, and Walter S. On
August 25, 1890, occurred an event of great
sadness to this family. Anna and Ottile
Mary, aged sixteen and six, respectively, were
accidentally drowned at Whiteshore, on the
Columbia.

•••

WILLIAM ROBERTSON, one of the in
trepid pioneers. "dlOse labors have made the
Big Bend the garden spot of Washington,
dwells now about two miles northeast from
Sherman, where he has a magnificent estate of

about h\'elve hundred acres of choice wh
land. Thi.s holding he secured partly by g~~:
~rnment nghts an? partly by purchase. The
Improvements are II1 keepIng wlt.h the value of
the place and Mr. Robertson IS one of th
wealthiest men of this portion of the countye
H.e has gained this enviable position by reaso~

?t real wor~h and by ma~ifestation of marked
n~dustry, WIsdom and thnft. Se;ing the value
ot th: ~ountry, he purchased and Improved land
\"hIC!l m. turn has produced bounteous returns.
, \VIIham Robertson was born in Aberdeen.

Scotland, on July 11, 1852, the son of Charles
and ElIzabeth (Mutch) Robertson, natives of
Scotia's fair hills. also. In 1861, the family re
moved to Ontario, where the father far~led.

There our subject completed his education
which "'as ~"ell begun in his native land, and in
1875 he journeyed to the Golden State and
soon thereafter went north to British Columbia

•
"'here he did sawmilling. Thence he returned
to Ontario and farmed for some time. In 1882,
he came west a second time, this journey end
ing temporarily in Dayton, \Vashington, but
during the same year, he found his wa" to
Lincoln countv and selected a homestead ,,:here

"
he now resides. Since then, Mr. Robertson has
continued in wise labors here and is one of the
leading and substantial men of the region.

I

I In 1879, Mr. Robertson married jliss
Catherine Galloway, who was born in Ontario,

I

I on June 25. 1861, the daughter of Mathew and
I Jeannette (McKay) Galloway, natives of On-

tario. and of Irish and Scotch parentage. re
spectively. To this marriage the following
named children have been born, Mrs. Annie E.
Carpenter, Mary C, Charles M., William H..
Grace J., Archie M., David M., James G.. and
John H.

•••

FREDRICK S. KINER. For nlore than
a decade the subject of this article has been
one of the energetic and substantial agricul
turists of Lincoln county and has certainly
done well his share in the development and tlp
building of the country. He was born in Io\\'a
on January 24, 1863, the son of William H.
and Sarah A. (Wheeler) Kiner, natl\'es of
Ohio. The father followed cooperin~ an~
farming. Our subJ'ect was educated 11l th

. In
common schools and spent the intenms . h
working on the farm. After the days Wit
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I bo)ks were over, he remained with his
schoo l . d I

tl'! twenty-two, bemg engage on t le
father un . f h' If. Then he went to farmmg or Imse
tarll1

d
· tinued with success there until 1892,

an con " k' h dwhen he came to \\ t1bur, ta ~ng ":- omestea ,

b t 'Ixteen IUlles southwest of Wtlbur. Later
a au s· . b fi '1he bought a quarter section a ~ut ve I!l1 es
southeast from Wilbur, where his h~me IS at

ent and here he has devoted himself topres , . . . I . D
farming and stockralsl~g smce t lat tIme.. ur-
illO" these years, Mr. Kmer has been addmg to
I .~ estate until he now has four hundred and
1l0"hty' a~res of fertile wheat land, which is
el" ad II d"lai<l under tribute to pr uce annua y IVI-
<lends in excellent crops.

In 1886, Mr. Kiner married Miss Idella J.,
daughter of Levi A. and Mary J .. (Latta)
Courtney natives of Iowa. Mrs. Kmer was.,
lJOrn in Iowa on January 28, 1865. She has
one sister, Mrs. Anna Greenhard, at Birming
ham. Iowa; two half sisters, Mrs. Amelia
Kuhn, in Washington, Iowa; Mrs. Clara Peter
son, in Batavia, Iowa; and one half brother,
Alvin Cassidy, of Fairfield, Iowa. Mr. Kiner
has the following brothers and sisters: James
~1.. Rosa A., deceased, Joseph L., Frank S.,
Edward A., Rebecca J., and Mary E. Mr.

. Kiner has prospered well since coming to Lin
coln county OM'ing to his energy, skill, and
sagacity in handling the resources of the coun
try. He stands well among the residents and
is a man of good ability. Fraternally, he is
affiliated with the W. W.

Five children have been born to Mr. and
~Irs. Kiner, Iva P., Maida M., Glenn F.,
Lilla I., and Blanche H.

•••

BRUNO W. FELDER, in his chosen oc
cupation: that of jeweler, has done creditably
as IS eVIdenced constantly by his skillful and
carefUl work. He has a fine establishment in
Wil~JUr and handles a thriving business,
ar I ..nes a arge stock of goods and he does much
repalrlnO"

b'

8 Bruno W. Felder was born in Missouri in
.r 33, being the son of Abraham and Kather,~
~e (Mettler) Felder, natives of Switzerland.

runo W. Felder's ancestors came from the
COuntrv wI h'l h .I / . lence al t e finest Jewelers and
~hec lanlCS the world has ever known. The fa-

er came t M" .o ISSoun when thIrty-five years

of age and followed his profession, being a
physician of' very high reputation. He re
ceived his degree from Heidelberg university,
Germany, as well as from some of the other
leading universities of the world and started
very high in the profession. He died in 1883.
The mother's father, Dr. Mettler, was one of
the most prominent and skillful physicians in
Switzerland. After a primary training in the
public schools, our subj ect received a college
education in VVeston, Missouri, after which he
took up the jeweler business, becoming very
skillful and proficient. For five years, he was
thus engaged in St. Louis and in 1871 went to
Atchison, Kansas, continuing there in the same
business for four years. After that, he did
business in Alton, Illinois, for a short time,
and then spent eight. years in Colorado. Fol
lowing that, we find him in the jeweler business
in Los Angeles, and on January 13, 1890, he
located at Wilbur, Washington. Here he
opened a jeweler store and has since continued
steadily in business. He has a handsome resic
dence in Wilbur besides other property and also
half a section of land in Yakima county, Wash
ington.

In January, 1891, at Los Angeles, Califorc

nia, Mr. Felder marded Miss Emma Fleshman,
who was born in Humboldt county, Califor
nia, on October 2, 1866. Her father, Herman
Fleshman, was a wealthy merchant of Hom
boldt county.. Mr. Felder has the following
brothers and. sisters. Zeno, Harry, Louis,
Nina, Eliza, Paulina, Gussie and May. To Mr.
and Mrs. Felder one child has been born, Her
man A.

Mr. Felder is affiliated with the A. O. U.
W., the W. W., and the K. O. T. M. He is
a substantial member of society, wealthy and
well esteemed.

•••
FLOYD HUDKINS resides one mile

south from Sherman where he has a large es
tate of eight hundred acres, the same having
been cleared through his industry and wise
management. The farm is well improved with
buildings, fences and so forth and supplied
with plenty of stock and machinery. Mr. Hud
kins came to the Big Bend six years ago and
he had fifteen hundred dollars in cash. He
went into debt for one half section of land and
raised enough wheat the first year to pay for
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the same, two thousand eight hundred and sev
enty-five dollars. He then bought another; half
section for five thousand dollars and paid for
that in two years. He has added more by pur
chase having his fine large estate.

Floyd Hudkins was born in West Virginia,
on February I, 1847, being the sob of Elisha
and Rachel (Mearns) Hudkins, both natives
of West Virginia and people of substantial
wealth and excellent standing. Our subject
came with his people to I11inois when a boy
and there received his education. When he had
arrived at his majority he emigrated to north
west Missouri and took up farming. For fif
teen years, he toiled there and then went down
to southwest Missouri where he farmed for a
time. In 1897, Mr. Hudkins came to Oregon
and remained for a short time traveling thence
to his present location in Lincoln county, be
ing one mile south from Sherman.

In 1874, Mr. Hudkins married Miss Mar
garet, daughter of Daniel and Emily (Thomp
son) Diamond, natives of Pennsylvania and
Delaware, respectively. Daniel Diamond was
descended from Irish and Holland Dutch an
cestors, who settled in Pennsylvania in very·
early days. He was a pioneer in Iowa, where
he opened up a farm. About 1861, he traveled
to Nodaway county, Missouri, where he en
dured the rigors of a pioneer life, having to
transport all his supplies for seventy-five miles
by wagon. For twenty-one years he resided
there. Mrs. Hudkins was born in Iowa, in
1854, and has the following named brothers
and sisters, Walter, Arthur, Abe, Hugh, Mrs.
Jessie Patrick, and John. Mr. Hudkins has
brothers and sisters named as follows, Walker,
Andrew. Mrs. Lea Brant, and Mrs. Mary Mc
Call. Mr. Hudkins has an enviable standing
in the community and is recognized by all as a
man of ability and integrity. He is always
found on the side of those principles which are
for the advancement and benefit of all.

•••

THORNE HOUSTON is one of the
substantial and wealthy farmers of Lincoln
county. He resides about one-half mile east
from Sherman where he owns a fine farm of
nearly four hundred acres. He acquired title
to the same by purchase, having gained all he
possesses, since coming to Lincoln county,

through his own industry and wise manage_
ment.

Thorne Houston was born in Smith cou _
ty, Virginia, on I?ecember 20, 1875, the SOn ~f
~obert an?~~tt1e ( Cole) Houston, both na
tIveS of VlrgmJa. The father was occupied i
farn1ing and mercandisi~gduring his life. Th~
common schools furnIshed the educational
training of our subject and with his mother
one brother, and two sisters he came to Lin:
coIn county in 1885. They settled near Sher
man and owing to the fact that their financial
assets wer,e very low, the boys were forced to
work out to get the means to improve their
homesteads. They believed in the resources
of this country and soon began to purchase
land. In 1897, our subject bought one-half
section just one mile east from Sherman. He
has made various other purchases since, hay
ing given his entire attention during these years
to farming. He has made an excellent recor,d,
and the skill with which he has improved his
farm and made it productive has shown him
to be a capable and wise man.

In 1899, Mr. Houston married !vIiss Nellie.
daughter of Frank and Carrie (Shane) Hop
kins, who now dwell three miles east from
Sherman. Mrs. Houston was born in Asotin,
Washington', on January IS, 18'78. She has
two brothers. William and Edgar, and one sis
ter, Ruth. Mr. Houston has one brother, Wai
ter and two sisters, Mrs. Maude Jones and Mrs.
Bertha Graybill. To Mr. and Mrs. Houston
one child, Esther, has been born.

••••
•

FRANK ARTHUR HOPKINS is one ot
the pioneers of LiI1coln county and has so suc'
cessfully wrought here that he is the possessor
now of four hundred acres, well stocked and
improved, which lies about three. miles north
from Sherman. Mr. Hopkins has shown com
mendable industry and wisdom in his efforts
in this county and is classed as one of the Ifi

fluential 'and substantial citizens. He;.S
born in Iowa <?n May 6, 1855. ,~~
parents were MIles S. and Laura 'k
(Culver) . Hopkins, natives of New yo~.
The father came to Council Bluffs, oWf;
in 1852 and there engaged in mercan:~I'
business. Later, he went to Nebraska and
lowed merchandising in that state. He was
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d ded from Stephen Hopkins a signer ofescen .
h Declaration of Independence. The famIly

t e . h .. old and promlOent one, aVlOg many mem-
lsan ., . boh' h f
b Of literary dlstlOctlOn, t 10 t e pro es-
ers . 1 l'f 0 b'. 5 and in commerCIa I e. ur su Ject wasSian
d Cated in Iowa and Nebraska, then learned

eu '. d h Bthe printer's trade, bemg enga~e on t e urt
COUllty Pilot and The Burtol1wII, both ne~s-
apers in Burt county, Nebraska. He contm
~ed in this occupation until 1877, when he came
to Walla \Valla. He immediately took the
contract of freighting military supplies during
the Bannock and Nez Perce wars. In 1878,
Mr. Hopkins took a pre-emption in the Palouse,
which. however, he sold in 1880, coming thence
to Sherman, Lincoln county. Thus we see that
jor nearly a quarter. of a century, he has de
yotecl himself to improving and building up
this party of the country, achieving a success
commensurate with his efforts. In 1884, Mr.
Hopkins settled on a portion of his present es
tate as a homestead and has since added until
he has now the large farm mentioned above.

On March IS, 1887, Mr. Hopkins married
Jliss Caroline A., daughter: of Henry and Mar
tha (Taylor) Shane. The mother was born
in Ohio where also Mrs. Hopkins was born on
September 13, 1856. The father was a native
oj Ohio also and came to Nebraska in 1874.
The grandparents of Mrs. Hopkins were early
pioneers of Ohio and among the first settlers
oj that now thriving state. Mrs. Hopkins has
one brother, Stanley and six sisters, Mrs. Ellen
Crabbe, Mrs. W. Jack, Mrs. Martha Wallace,
Mrs. Esther Clark, Mrs. Margaret Rogers, and
Blanch Shane. To Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins the
following children have been born, Mrs. Nellie
Houston, Stanley, who died at the age of seven,
Edgar A., William H., Ralph, who died when
an mfant, and Ruth E.

•••
PETER MARTIN is one of the venerable

rcside~ts of Lincoln county. He has wrought
her~ Sll1ce 1888, with marked industry and sa
gacIty and has gained as a result of his labors
afi.ne estate, well improved and productive. He
;CSldes about four miles north of Sherman and
~I~ne of .th~ respected and esteemed citizens.

. Martm IS a descendant of the old Norse
men whose explorations are among the most
Wonderful of any nation on the globe. He is
Possessed of the vigor and progressiveness of

his people and has manifested the same during
a long and useful career.

Peter Martin was born in Norway, on De
cember IS, 1832, being the son of Martin and
Dorotha (Paulson) Hanson, natives of Nor
way. They came to Minnesota in 1854, which
state was then an unsur;veyed vastness of prairie
with no railroad connections nearer than Chi
ago. Our subject received his education in
the common schools of Norway and when twen
ty-one came to the United States, settling with
his parents in Minnesota in 1854. For thirty
four years, he was an industrious tiller of the
soil there and then he decided to sell his prop
erty and come to Lincoln county. This was in
1888 and since that time, Mr;. Martin has been
one of the well known farmers here. In 1874,
Mr. Martin married Miss Alete, daughter of
Martin and Carrie (Peterson) Thompson. The
following children have been born to our sulr
ject, Martin, Andrew, John, Marie, Albert,
Clara D., Peter, M. Lizzie, Henry, and Emil.
Mr. Martin is now seventy-one years of age
and is entitled to pass the closing years of his
well spent life in the quiet enjoyment of that
competence which his industry and success have
amassed for him. He has held many offices of
public trust in this country and has ever shown
himself worthy of the confidence of the peo
ple. Mr. Martin's spirit may be discerned from
the fact that when he came to this country, he
immediately set to work to master the English
language and soon became a very proficient
English scholar.

•••
D. FRANK PEFFLEY was born near the

little town of Bainbridge, Putnam county, In
diana, on May 5, 1854. His father owned a
sawmill and a small farm, and in work in and
on these possessions, the youthful days of our
subject were spent. Peffley Pere believed in
the strenuous life for; boys and followed his
theories rather severely.

At the age of seventeen, Frank quit the pa
rental roof and began life for himself. He did
various work and then learned the carpenter
trade. Having always been Inclined toward
books, he began work in earnest to acquire a
good education, and sought it until he was the
proud possessor of his first certific;lte for teach
ing. Then he taught, went to school, and did
private studying for some years.
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In the spring of 188o, he turned his face

westward for the last time, having pre\-iously
sojourned in trans-Mississippi terr.itory and

returned each time to his native place. Loca
tion was made in Bourbon county, Kansas, and
the following sixteen years were spent in or
near Fort Scott, with the exception of one and
-one-half years in New Mexicco. He taught
but gradually relinquished his hold on that
profession for ne\vspaper work, taking· UR
reportorial anel editorial labors on the Fort
Scott dailies. Later he mastered the mechanical
portion of the business. He also had some of
the unusual experiences of the novice as pub
lisher of a weekly. In the spring of 1896. he
left Fort Scott, which for years had been the
scene of his labors and hardships, together with
some degree of success. He engaged in teach
ing and in newspaper work in Iowa until the
fall of 1899. when he journeyed on west to
Lincoln county. Locating near \¥ilbur, l~e took
up teaching for a year and then went to Cres
ton, where he filled the principal's chair for
(me year.

In August, 1901, Mr. Peffley began the
publication of the Creston N e--J.'S, a venture of
his own.

Mr. Peffley was married in 1883, at Fort
Scott, Miss Susan Martin becoming his bride.
Two daughters have been born to this union,
Louise and Sara, now grown to womanhood.

Mr. Peffley has written much of a literary
<:haracter, both in verse and prose, besides num
erous contributions to school journals and on
political and other. topics. He handles the pen
with ease and fluency and many of his produc
tions have received the recognition of compe
tent literary people. But he has never had the
ambition to write for money and has made no
effort to get before more than his own little
world in letters.

....
,

,

JAMES P. TUFTS dwells about four
miles northwest of Sherman. He came to
Lincoln county in 1885 and has been instru
mental in openin'g up the country and building
up the county, which is one of the leading ones
in the great state of \¥ashington. From the
time when Mr. Tufts settled in Lincoln county
until the present, he has given his attention to
farming and also to stock raising. In the form
er occupation he has made an excellent success

and is known as one of the substantial and'
dustrious agriculturists of the region. In

James P. Tufts was born in Springfield
Illinois, and there gained his early eUl1catio
from the city schools. After. that, he went i
farming and continued steadily in the same i(
that section of the country until he came w~
and took a homestead where he now resides

In 1902, Mr. Tufts married Mrs. Artil
Penix, daughter of James and Katherin,
(Benn) Unsell, natives of Missouri. Mrs
Tufts was born in Missouri, on December 0

1862.' Mr. Tufts has always taken an acti\~
interest in politics and has held a number 01
offices of trust, always discharging the dutie,
encumbent upon him in a capable and faithful
manner.

•••

\VILLL\::\I H.HOWARD is a well kno\\11
business man of Creston, being at the head oi
a prosperous real estate and insurance business.
He has demonstrated his ability to make a SIlC

cess of the enterprise and is considered one oi
the most capable men of this section.

'\!. H. Howard was born in Monmouth.
Illinois, on September 5, 1840, being the son
of Henry C. and Cynthia A. (Bonner) HOII

ard, natives of Kentucky. In 1843, the father
moved with his familv to Missouri ami there-was judge of Barry county, besides holding
other offices of trust. After attending the pub
lic :schools of Missouri, our subject completed
his education in the Cherry Grove Seminarl
of Abingdon. Illinois. \\Then rebels invaded
Springfield. Missouri, our. subject \vas thrust
through with a sabre and left weltering in his
own Llood for dead. His father and brother
were taken 'prisoners and desolation reigned all

every hand. Fate decreed that Mr. Howard
should not end his existence in that untimely
way. Recover.ing from his wound he enlisted
in the Seventy-first Illinois Infantry. For
three months he was in active dutv and re
ceived his c1i~charge, his time being' Ollt. He
immediately re-enlisted in the One Hllndred
and Thirty-seventh Illinois Infantry for one
hundred days and served the time II-jth great
cr,edit to himself. As soon as those clays wert
done he again enlisted this time in the Sevent 1

Illinois Calvary wher~ he served with distnt
tion until the close of the war, then he gave ~s
attention to farming in Iowa and South Dako a

,
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t'l 1880. when he came to what is now Cres-
un1. Th" h'Washinoton. IS time stamps 1m as
ton. "'. f h' fed'. l' the early pIOneers 0 t IS avor regIOnone a

d for nearly a quarter of a century, Mr. How-
a

1
: I has devoted himself steadily in faithful la

~~~'s in this county. .He did general farming
and stock raising until 1900, when ~e sold a
portion of his mterests and devoted hImself to
real estate and insurance. Mr. Howard has al
ways been a prominent man in this section, has
hel~l many offices, and at the present time is
pulice judge.

In 1872, Mr. Howard married Miss Mari
etta 1. Wilson, of Sidney, Iowa. In 1881, he
\Ias called to mourn her death. In 1894, Mr.
Howar,d married Mrs. Desdemona Dearling
oi Davenport, \Vashington. By his first wife,
the following named children have been born to
~1r. Howard: J. Edgar, an abstractor in Dav
enport, Washington, and representative to the
legislature for his district; Mrs. Ena F ergu
son, hying on the ranch; George L., a profes
sor in the Western Iowa College at Council
Bluffs, Iowa. Mr. Howard is secretary and
part owner of the Silver Hill mining company.

•••

KATHAN E. WALKER. This respect
able and esteemed citizen, who is also to be
classed as one of the early pioneers of Lin
coln county, is now dwelling just south from
Sherman where he has four hundred and eighty
acres of land. As early as 1886, he settled in
this vicinity and has since given himself to
the basic art of agriculture. He has always
labored for those measures which have tended
to upbui]d and improve these sections and is
knOwn as a progressive man. He is an advo
cate of good schools, better roads and all those
thmgs that make an enlightened and advanced
community.

Nathan E. Walker was born in Virginia, on
~ebruary 2~. 1857, being the son of Garrett
0: a~d A~ehne V. (Skinner) Walker, natives

I \ lrgl1Jla and tillers of the soil. The first
tW~ty years of our subject's life were spent
In IllS native state, during which time he gained
an ed .ucatlOn, then he journeyed west to Kan-
sas. For about six years he remained in that
~ountry then came on to the more favor.ed sec
10h

n of Washington, taking his present place as
a omestead. .

In 1887, Mr. Walker married Miss Flor
ence M., daughter of John W. and Mary E.
(Kees) Highland, natives of Iowa. Mr. and
Mrs. Walker are highly respected peopie owing
to their uprightness and r,eal worth.

•••

CHARLES A. STRAUB is proprietor of
the O. K, livery stables at Creston, Washing
ton. He has a nice assortment of rigs, keeps
fine horses, and does a good business.' Mr.
Straub is known as a man who never leaves
undone anything that will enhance the comfort
and safety of his patrons and is ever alert in
the interest of his business.

Charles A. Straub was born in Ohio, on
October I, 1861, being the son of George and
Elvina (Coffman) Straub, natives of Ohio.
The father was a wagon maker and followed
that business during his life. He was a vet
eran also of the Civil War. Our subject re
ceived a good common school education in his
native state and resided there until 1890, when
he turned to the west and traveled in every
state and territory west of the Mississippi val
ley. Having thoroughly ?atisfied himself as
to the resources of every portion, he finally se
lected Creston as his stopping place, settling
here in 1891. He took a homestead just south
from town which he proved up on. In 1898,
Mr. Straub built the O. K. Stables and since
that time has been engaged in the livery busi
ness.

In 1893, Mr. Straub married Miss Ida Gol
lur, a native of Illinois. They are highly re
spected people having hosts of friends in this
part of the country.

•••

FRED L. WATSON is owner and man
ager of the Creston roller mills. This is one
of the important industries of Lincoln county
and has been built by the subject of this article.
The plant is fitted with all the latest improved
milling machinery and has an output capacity
of four hundred barrels per: day. Mr. Watson
is a practical business man and has demon
strated his ability to handle large industries,
being possessed of the happy faculty which en
ables him to grasp the outlines of business yet
allows no details to escape his notice.
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Fred L. Watson was born in Michigan, on
March 5, 1862, the son of J. B. and Kate
(Fryant) Watson, natives of New York. The
father was a prominent and influential citizen
in Michigan and held various offices of tr.ust.
Our subject received his education at Valpa
raiso, Indiana, there g'dining the degree of
Bachelor of Arts in 1885. After finishing his

. college course he went to the farnl in Michigan
and turned his attention to the cultivation of
the soil until 1892, when he came to vVash
ington. He soon located at Creston and com
menced buying wheat. In this business he was
prospered until 1892, when he erected the mill
spoken of above and continued in buying wheat
and handled the milling business also.

Mr. \\Tatson is one of the well known busi
ness men of Lincoln county and has established
for. himself a very enviable reputation.

In 1895, Mr. \Vatson married Miss Anna,
daughter of August Lillengreen, a native of
Minnesota. To this union one child, Beatrice,
was born in 1899.

•••

E. C. LANTER, M. D. Creston is to be
congratulated in securing as a resident this tal
ented and skillful physician. Just entering the
prime of life, Dr. Lanter has demonstrated him
self to be a thoroughly proficient man and mas
ter of the arts of medicine and surgery. The
high standard demanded by the public in phy
sicians is fully met in every particular in Dr.
Lanter. A man of integrity and uprightness,
thoroughly imbued with a high sense of honor
and the deep responsibility of his stewardship,
the doctor. has inspired in the public a confi
dence in his wisdom and ability as a success
ful physician. In addition to this, Dr. Lanter
is a thorough student and possessed of a keen
perception and force which he brings to bear
in his studies. This has marked him as a man
of excellent ability. In fact, Dr. Lanter is a
man who is thoroughly abreast of the advanc

'ing times in medicine. He has one of the finest
equipped offices in the county and as is to be
expected is handling a large practice.

E. C. Lanter was born in Green Forest, Ar
kansas, on June 16, 1878, being the son of C.
F. and Mattie (Ross) Lanter, natives of Knox

. ville, Tennessee and Dardanelle. Arkansas, re
lipectively. The father was mayor of Vernon

City, Texas, and held other offices of prom
inence, being an influential man. The mothe ..
father was a professor in the Arkansas Ind rs
t~ial tlniversi.ty. After graduation from ~~
hIgh school 111 Green Forest our subject e _
tered the Marion Simms college at St. Lou~
Due time was spent in training there and t·
1896 he matriculated in the Vanderbilt tn~
versity of Nashville, Tennessee. He receired
his degree of Doctor of Medicine and at once
entered upon the practice at Green Forest. He
soon had a very large practice on his hands
but in July, 1900, he determined to Come west
and accordingly in that year, located in Creston.
From the beginning, Dr. Lanter had a good
practice and is now considered one of the lead
ing physicians of this part of the county.

In 1903, Dr. Lanter married Miss Ella Vi
vian Frazer who was born in Slayton, Jvlinne
sota, on May 30, 1879.

• ••

ALFRED E. STOOKEY is at the present
time at the head of a lumber business in Cres
ton, where he has prospered as he has done in
all his efforts since coming to the west. :l1r.
Stookey is one of the best known business men
in Lincoln county. So well has his ability and
wisdom been appreciated that he was ch()sen by
the people for county commissioner of Lin·
coin county, and served for six years. In all
of this public service he has manifested the same
wisdom, integrity and uprightness that charac
terized him in his private enterprises.

Alfred E. Stookey was born in Illinois. on
March 4. 1845, being the son of E. and Ja~e
(Parker) Stookey, natives of Ohio. The la
ther was a farmer and settled in Illinois \I'hen
a young man. Alfred E. was reared and edu
cated in Illinois and engaged there in farming
until 1868 when he journeyed to Kansas and
continued in the same occupation. He returned
to Illinois in 1874 and farmed until 1882 "hen
he came to Lincoln county, taking up gOl'ern'
ment land. He gave his attention to the cultI
vation of the soil and bought and sold land,
having now an estate of five hundred and (\I'en
ty acres of first class wheat land. Mr. Stooke~
was prospered in his labors in Lincoln count\
as a farmer and in 1898 bought a half interest
in a general merchandise establishment at Cres-

. . b . sand Jflton. He was engaged 111 thIS USlJ1es
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. e'na- his estates until 1903, when he sold
Ol"el se J " I b b' . h' hthe store and opened a urn er. USll1ess ll1 w IC

. enO"aa-ed at the present tIme. Mr. Stook-
he IS "" d d' 'd. 1 s a beautiful an commo IOUS resl ence
ella ' . dd".' Creston and other property 111 a 1tlon to
III • d
Irhat has been menhone . . .

In 1868. Mr. Stookey mamed MISS Mary,

\ O"hter of M. F. and Elizabeth (Harrison)
(3U" . . .. ". S k\rooley. natives of IlhnOls. 1\'.1rs. too ey was
born in Illinois, on March 7, 1852 . To thIS
mion the following children have been born;
~'Irs. Lenora Wilcox, in Seattle; Mrs. Lizzie
Huddleston, living at Creston; Elgin M.; and
Ed\\ard B.

In 1892 Mr. Stookey was called to mourn
the death of his beloved wife. She had always
lired a devout Christian and died soothed and
sustained by the faith which had been her,
guide throughout life. Mr. ~tookey is a con
sistent member of the BaptIst church and a
man of excellent standing.

•••

JAMES ELLIOTT is proprietor of the
Big Bend stables and city marshal of Creston.
Washington. He is one of the progressive
business men of this town and is always allied
with the cause of advancement and progress,
haring demonstrated his ability in many lines of
endeamr. Mr. Elliott has always been dwell
ing on the frontier and most of his life has been
spent in sections where there were no railroads.
In his career he has shown those stanch qualities
of the true pioneer and has assisted materiall v
... -

111 opelllng many sectIOns that are now well
settled.

James Elliott was born in Ontario, Canada,
on Octoher 28, 1859, being the son of Robert
and Sarah J. (Young) Elliott. The father
was a native of Ontario and a prominent citi
zen ther,e, having held various offices of import
ance. The mother was born in Ireland and
came to Canada when a child. Our subject re
cel\'ed his education in the world-famous
s~hools of Ontario and then came on West to
\orth Dakota. He soon journeyed from there
:0 Coeur d' Alene and just after Col. \\Tallace
\lad completed his cabin in what is now \Val-

Tacle. Idaho. Mr. Elliott completed the second.
liS I' . 8 .fi la~ 111 J 8:;. Mr. Elhott operated the

k
rst

pack train into \\Tardner and was well
nOlr;l Ih· . I

1'1I,g 10ltt northern Iclaho. In 1889,

he came to the Big Bend country and opened
up a farm. For three years he was 'engaged
in freighting into the Okanogan country. In
1891, Mr. Elliott first located in Creston and
operated from that place as his headquarters.
Later, he took up the hotel and feed stable
business and has continued in the same since.

, In 1890, Mr. Elliott married Miss Bettie
J., daughter. of S. R. and Amanda ( York)
Comer, natives of Kentucky and Tennessee, re
spectively. The father was a veteran of the
Civil \;\1ar and was one of the earliest pioneers
to California. To Mr. and Mrs. Elliott, two
children have been born, Harvey L. and Carl
V. Mr. Elliott is a membt:r of the W. W.

• ••

JAMES J. DODD is one of the well
known professional men of Lincoln county.
On March 13, 1894, Mr. Dodd was admitted
to practice law in the superior courts of the
state of Washington. In January, 1899, he
was admitted to the supreme court and to the
United States district and circuit courts. At
the time of his admission the Lincoln county
papers contained the following paragraph: "J.
J. Dodd, of Creston, one of the best known
citizens of Lincoln county, successfully passed
his examination for admission to the bar on
Monday and was order.ed admitted by Judge
Mount. The examination \vas conducted by C.
H. Neal and Judge Caton, and Mr. Dodd an
swered every question correctly with one excep
tion. He was highly complimented by Judge
Mount who said that Mr. Dodd had passed the
best and highest of any applicant ever admit
ted to practice law in Lincoln county."

J. J. Dodd was born in Jacksonville, Illi
nois, on February 8, 1831, the son of Uriah
and Ally D. (Hutchins) Dodd, natives of Vir
ginia. The father went to Kentucky when a
boy and later to Illinois where he followed
farming. He had two uncles·of the Dodd fam
ily and three uncles on his mother's side, who
fought in the Revolutionary war. The latter
were named Cook. The two oldest were killed.
at the battle of Bunker Hill. The mother had
two uncles also in the war of Independence.
Our subject had very scanty opportunities t~

gain an education in his youthful days and the
little log school house in Hancock county, Illi
nois, was the scene of his studies until four
teen when he started out to meet the r.espon-
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the famous Sioux Indian raid, he and 11' f
'1 . f . IS am-I y \\'ere dnven rom the home and were f

fl h · I" I arcedto ee to save t elr lves. n .1882. ,Mr. Hills
came to 'Valla Walla and reSIded in dl'ff

f' . erent
partsdo 'Vads~mP1.on for a N~ear. Our subject
was e ucate In 1\ 1~1lle~ota, eb~aska and Kan
sas. \vhere the famIly lIved prevIOus to com'
to Lincoln countJ:. Owing to th~ fact that t~~~
\\'ere on the fr~ntIermost of the tIme, opportun_
Ity for educatIon was scant, and young Hills
had to gather as best he could from the earl
district schools and home study. In 1883 hY

L · I ' ecame to mco n county and settled where we
find him today. He was forced to make annual
pilgrin:ages to the Palouse and Walla Walla
countnes to earn money during harvest seasons'
to purchase food supplies for the ranch. His
labors were trying and his path beset with
many hardships and obstacles, but he succeeded
in spite of all opposing forces and now has a
splendid estate in a fertile and rich country,
Such reward to the sturdy pioneers is certainly
\'ery becoming and one is pleased to see thos~

\\'ho bore the burden and heat of the dar nOlI
enjoying the fruit of their labors in this farored

•regIon.
In 1880, Mr. Hills married Miss Rosetu.

daughter of John P. and Eliza (Thompson)
Harris. The father was a pioneer to Sullilan
countv. Indiana, and the mother was born in

I
' that state. They were the parents of the jollo\I'

ing named children: '\Tilliam, James. deceased,
~annie. Tyra, Herbert, John, and Elizabeth.
From Indiana. the parents came to the Big

I, Bend country and have materially assisted in it;
npbuilding. Mrs. Hills is a native of IndIana,
To Mr. and Mrs. Hills one child has been born.
Mildred, now living and three deceased in in'
fancy.

sibilities of life. In 1857 he commenced read
ing law under Judge Thomas S. Richardson,
of Memphis, Missouri, having in previous years
given himself to arduous personal research in
literary lines. During this study his health
broke down and he desisted to crossed the
plains in 1859 to California. He r.emained at
St. Helena. Xapa county, until 1862, then re
turned to Illinois and in 1865 to Missouri. In
1876 he went to Kansas. In 188o, we find him
in the Cherokee nation and in 1888, he came on
to Lincoln county, with teams.' Here i11I890,
he again commenced the study of law under
Judge J. Brock of Davenport and was admit
ted to the bar as stated above.

In 185 I, :VIr. Dodd married .-\deline .-\.
. Browning, who was a very scholarly lady. She

was born in Tennessee, on December 31, 1830.
In 1868, Mr. Dodd contracted a second mar
riage, his former wife having died, and Miss
:Mary A. Moss of Kentucky, then became :Mrs.
Dodd. The following children have been born
to Mr. and Mrs. Dodd; Uriah Eo, Mrs. Adelina
Ettenborough, :Mrs. Allie L Cm'ey. John Boo
George H. and Maxey M. Mr. Dodd voted
for; Franklin Pierce in 1852 and has voted for
every Democratic president since. He is one
of the stanch and stable men of the party and
has ever manifested a keen interest in political
matters. Mr.' Dodd has certainly gained a
marked distinction in fitting himsel f for the
practice of law at the stage of Ii fe in which he
did, as well as in having the successful practice
he has conducted since.

•••

HENRY HILLS resides about five miles
south from Creston, where he o\\'ns a nice
large estate, a part of which was secured
through the go\'ernment rights of homestead,
preemption, and. timber culture, and the bal
ance bv purchase. He has labored faithfully
here for more than tw'enty years ane! now has ~
good showing to demonstrate the \\'isdom and
energy he possesses.

Henry Hills, was born in ~Iinnesota, on
March 12, 1859, being the son of James Land
Minen'a (Thomas) Hills. natives of New
York. The other children are: Adella Amoan,
Charles c., ~nd Mrs. Hattie Harmon. The
father came to Minnesota in the early fifties
and began to open up a farm. In 1862, during'

•••

THEODORE n. GEER is not only a pllr
neer but a descendant from ancestors who made
worthy records in this land. He is closely re,
lated to some of the leading men of the west
and has done a lion's share in the development
of the country. He now resides in Wilbur
Washington and came to what is noW Lmeo n, tury
county, in 1880, nearly a quarter of a ce;ress.
ago and since that time has has been a pro"
ive. prominent and capable citizen. her

. Ill' . n OctoT. D. Geer was born III 1I10IS, 0 S
. Fed' k HT Geer Ira13, 1843. HIS father, r enc vv· '
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Stella May, Walter T., Charles V., Eva A.,
Ida R., Hattie F., Lester G., and Annette A.

By way of reminiscence it is interesting to
note regarding the worthy pioneer, Francis X.
Matthew, that, in the trying times of the strug
gle between the Hudson's Bay Company men
and the American settlers as to who would
have the supremacy in the early days, he was a
stanch worker for, the American interests.
\,Vhen the curcial test came in the meeting called
in the \Villamette \'alley, it was found that one
hundred and two were there, fifty for the es
tablishment of a proyisional government by the
Americans and fifty solidly for the Hudson's
Bay Company, which was trying to hold the
territory for the kingdom of Great Britain, and
two who \\'ere cloubtful. Mr. Matthew was
successful in influencing these two for the
American cause and so the dav won in the- ,
glory of which he should recei\'e no small
share.

.

EDWARD DUNHAM, }L D., is well
known in Lincoln county, having been identi
fied with its interests for years. During his
stay here, as ,,'ell as befor.e, he has been occu
pied in the practice of medicine together with
dispensing drugs and at the present time he
stands the o\vner and operator of a good drug
store and a large practice in medicine.

Edward Dunham was born in New York,
on. October 17, 1827, being the son of Daniel
and Harriet (Sturdevant) Dunham; nati\'es of
Connecticut, and both actin and prominent
members of the Baptist church. Our subject
received his education in Michigan "'hither the
family moved when he was a child. Upon com
pleting school life he gave himself to the study
of medicine, operating under different precep
tors until he received his degree. In 1871, he
began the practice in Michigan and continued
there successfully until 1889, \vhen he came to
Lincoln county. In 1898, he settled in Creston
and established a good practice besides hand-

I ling a first class drug store and the doctor is
well known throughout this part of the coun
try and has shown himself to be a strictly pro
fessional gentleman.

In 1882, Dr. Dunham married Miss Emma
Schram, a native of Canada and the daughter
of William and Sarah Ann Schram.

In 1849, Dr. Dunham was united in mar-

. 1 Columbus Ohio, and crossed the plains
born 11 '
· 8.,6 settlin CT in Oregon, where he engaged
In 1 -t . '" h"· I nllJerinO' Later, he gave IS attentIOn toIn u o' .

J
ercantile busmess and also operated a hotel

tie m '1 f P I d H'at Butte\'ille, twenty nu es rom art an. e
died in J900, aged eighty-.one.. The mother of
our subject was Mary (PrentIce) Geer, a n~-

t· 'e of NelY York. She shared her husband s
1\ I' d h .·ourney across the p ams an at er pIOneer

labors and was a noble and faithful woman.
Her death occurred in 1892. Our subject
\I'as three years of age w~en he ~ame with his
parents on the \\'estern t:lP and I~ Oregon he
amI' up and receIved hIS educatIOn. In a<1
Jition to working on a farm, he also labored
II·jth his father in the store and when twenty
\'ears of age \I'ent to farming for himself. For
tom \'ears he conducted his father's estate an<1
in 18'67 \I'ent to the mines at \Varren, Idaho.
He labored there nine months and in 1868,
Irent to \\'ork on a steamboat on the \Villamette
ril'er. Jn 1876. we find him in eastern Oregon
engaged in the stock business. Then he \vent to
Irestern Oregon again and finally came to what
i, nOlI' Lincoln county, settling about seven
miles southeast from where the town of Vv'ilbur
nOlI' stands. He owns four hundred and fortv

J

acres of fine. well imprO\'ed land, a good resi-
dence in Wilbur. and a block of lots in the same
tOll'n.

In 1863. occurred the marriage of T. D.
Geer and Philomane !\fatthew, a nati\'e of St.
Louis. Oregon. Mrs. Geer's father, Francis
X. :-Iatthew. was born in Montreal, Canada,
and came to Oregon in 1842. He is still living
on the old donation claim that he took that
year. being aged eighty-six. It is right near
P?rtland and he is one of the early pioneers
ot that no\\, thri\'ing state. During his earlier
years, he was employed by The American Fur
Company and was closely identified with the
early hIstory making incidents of Oregon. He
lI'.as a \'ery acti\'e participant in the settlement
at Oregon and a strong and patriotic American.

lIlr. Geer is a full cousin of ex-governor
Geer of Oregon and also of Davenport the
!!'re t '. '
~ a cartoo111St. He was the second post
master i J' I .
II n .II'CO n countv and IS well known to

a th II' , J!\b eo (tImers. HIS first Yote was cast for
. raham Lincoln and he has been a stanch Re
PublIcan since.

ch;IJ~ Mr, and Mrs. Geer the following named
. en have been born Fred E. Henrv R.

15 ' , ..'
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riage to Miss Susan Ellis, a native of New
York and the daughter, of James and Triphosa
Ellis, also natives of New York. To this mar
riage were born Mrs. Addie Jones, of Dayton,
\Vashington, and Mrs. Francelia J. Green, of
Canada.

•••

WILLIAM H. EVANS is master of the
king of trades, blacksmithing, and has so con
ducted his labors that he has wrought out a
first class success. He has shown himself a
natural mechanic and in addition has so closely
followed the ar,t, that he has gained a skill
which places him in the. lead in all kinds of
work turned out of a blacksmith shop. At
present he owns a large shop, twenty-five by
seyenty feet, on Second street in Sprague, and
it is well equipped with a full supply of all
kinds of tools and appliances for modern black
smithing. He has secured and holds a large
patronage and has the reputation of being as
fine a workman as there is in the country.

William H. Evans was born in Dodge coun
ty, Wisconsin, on September. 7, 1866, the son
of Robert T. and Annie (Prichard) Evans, na
tives of \Vales and immigrants to the United
States when young. The father is now living
retired in Columbus, Wisconsin. The mother
died in 1889. vVilliam was sent to the common
schools until he had acquired a good education
and then gave his time to the assistance of his
father on .the farm until twenty. At that age
he came to Sprague and for a time wrought
in a dairy here, after: which he worked in the
railroad shops. Six months later, he returned
east to attend the funeral of his mother. He
remained there for some time and then re
turned to Sprague and entered the blacksmith
shop of Snider Brothers, and after learning the
trade worked at it until four years had
passed by. The next year was spent in the rail
road shops, after which he bought a half in
terest in the shop of Gill, Jack & Company,
where he wrought until the fire swept this un
fortunate town. Following that he wrought in
the shop of Van Allen until 1898, when he
started a shop of his own. Here he has con
tinued steadily until the pr:esent, increasing his
equipment and patronage all the time. Mr.
Evans is one of the good citizens of the town
and has the confidence of the people.

At Spokane, on July 19, 1892, Mr. Evans.

mar~ie? Miss Gina, daug~ter of James A. and
Chnstll1a (Peterson) Slevertsen, nati ves of
Norway. The father was a sea captain a d
died thirty-one years since. The mother n
now dw~ling in ~inn~polis, Minnesota. ;~
our sub] ect and his wife,. four childr.en have
been born, Annie, Ethel, Nellie, and Raymond
Mr. EvanS has a pleasant and comfortabl~

home on Second street and other property be
sides what has been mentioned. He came here
without capital of any kind a~? has made every
dollar he now possesses, beSides winning his
success by dint of hard and honest labor and
his anvil sings out each day the merry chimes
of honest industry. Mr. Evans is a member
of the K. P. and the M. W. A. He is also
chief of the fire department and was first ser
geant of the National Guards, Troop A., durin.
the Northern Pacific strike in 1886. h

•••

JOSEPH E. BITTNER, M. D., is a prac
ticing physician of good repute in Sprague,
who has won the esteem and confidence of all
0ecause of his meritorious work and kindly
qualities. In addition to being possessed of a
natural ability of high order, fitting him es
pecially for ,the work that he has taken up. he
had fortified himself in the best courses before
he began action and in addition thereto keeps
thoroughly posted in the times by careful and
extensive reading. Dr. Bittner has had ample
experience in practice in addition to the pre
paration mentioned above and this combined
with his other chances, places him high in the
school of physicians in the state of Washington,

Joseph E. Bittner was born in Quebec, Can
ada, on October 10, 1862, being the son of
Joseph G. and Domitilde (Ioncas) Bittner, na
tives of Quebec. The father was in the em
ploy of the Canadian government until hiS
death, in July, 1894. The mother, dIed m
1903. Joseph E. was first placed in the Qne
bec seminary where he graduated with honors,
receiving the degree of B. A. in 188r. .Im~~
diately subseqt:ent thereto, he had matncula

in the college of .phy:sici~s.and su~geon~a~~
Quebec, from which institution he lIas g t
uated in due time, having followed the m~s
extensive course in the curriculum. Then

h
rre·. II' e

Bittner removed to Newpor.t, Tennessee,. 'an
he entered g~neral·practice and 'was phys

lCI
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. a lar<re company for some time. After that,
lor " h" h D1 entered into partners Ip WIt r. R. C.
~~lith in l\ewport and together they practiced
until February, r889, when our subject came
10 Pasco, \Vashington. That was the scene
oi his labors until r896, when he removed to
Sprague where he has been ever since. He re
ceived excellent patronage here, and now has
as much work as he can handle. He has shown'
himself a man of ability and in addition to his
o-eneral practice is medical examiner for the
k)cal insurance orders in Sprague, for the New
l'ork Life Insurance Company, The Mutual
Liie of l\'ew York, The Etna of Hartford, The
Fidelity Mutual of Pennsylvania, The North
Irestern of New York and The Banker's Life
oi Des I\'loines, Iowa.

On November 25, r886, at Newport, Ten
nessee, Dr. Bittner married Miss Minnie J.
Clark, who died in r892, leaving one child,
Godfrey E., now attending Gonzaga college in
Spokane. In r894, Dr. Bittner contracted a
second marriage, Miss Lillian M. Henry becom
ing his bride at this time. Her parents are
?llarshall M. and Mary (Ottinger) Henry,
both deceased. By the second marriage, Dr.
Bittner, has two children, Joseph E. and Ber
tha D.

The doctor owns a beautiful residence at
the corner of Third and D streets, which is sur
rounded with a lovely lawn, supplied with or
namental trees, shrubs and so forth. The house
i.s modern in every respect. He has recently
tur11lshed more extensive offices and operating
rooms, \vhich are supplied with the most up-to
date appliances known to the science.

•••

, ELLSWORTH M. THORP, who now re
Sides about nine miles east from Sprague, is
one of the first pioneers to the Big Bend coun
try, HIS labors here for thirty years have been
cOmmendable, both in improving the country
and I~ making for himself a comfortable for
~ne lor the golden years of his life, now soon

gmnmg to run apace. He is also to be highly
~Ommended as one of those brave men who
azarded their lives that. there might be pre-

served t t1 .
, , 0 lose who now'enJoy them the free
lIlStltub f 'un ,on~ 0 our, beloved country, and save

sulhed 1'1'0 t ' .. h
d ' 111 reason s m1l11Ons t e stars

an stnl) 1. 'es. II" 11Ch now, thanks to those same

brave men and their fathers who fought be
fore them, float over the proudest and grand
est nation the sun ever shone on.

Ellsworth M. Thorp was born in Boone
county, Illinois, on December 6, r846,the son
of Edward and Phoebe (Ellsworth) Thorp.
The father was born in Manchester, England,
came to this country with his father when
twelve, and died in Kansas, in r869. The
mother of our subject died when he was nine
years of age. She was born in Indiana. Ells
worth was educated in the public schools in
Iowa and when only seventeen enlisted in Com
pany F, Thirty-eighth Iowa Infantry, being
mustered in at West Union Iowa in March" ,
r862, for three years or until the war closed.
He was at the taking of Vicksburg, fought at
Yazoo Pass, Fort Morgan, Fort Blakely, then
was at Mobile, and later was on duty at Gal
veston and Houston. At the expiration of his
time, he was mustered out, having served as a
faithful private in arduous and trying places
for the entir,e time. He was mustered out at
Keokuk, Iowa. After the war, he settled in
Iowa for a time then went to Kansas, remain
ing there until r868. In that year, he crossed
the plains with an immigrant train. landing
in the little mining town of Helena, Montana.
For two years he sought the precious metal in
that section, being in company with Dr. At
kinson, who is said to be the first discoverer
of gold in Montana. His brother was with him
and about r870, they came to the Big Bend
country. The brother stopped on Crab creek
and our subject went on to the sound. Win
tering there and in the \Villamette valley, he
decided to return to this side of the mountains
and accordingly came to Walla Walla. In the
fall of r873, Mr. Thor:p came thence to Crab
creek and took a piece of land. He cultivated
the same but did not file on it. In r875, he
went thence to Los Angeles county, California,
with an immigrant train, and there met his
future wife. Seven years were spent in that
country and in r882, he came back to the Big
Bend. He landed here with a four-horse team
and twenty dollars. He homesteaded a place
near. where he now lives and bought more. His
estate consists now of eight hundred and forty
acres of choice hay land, which is well im
proved 'with excellent seven-room residence,
barns, and other buildings, besides fences, and
everything needed to make the place first class
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and up to date. Mr. Thorp has been school
director and road overseer at different times

•

and he evinces a keen interest in the welfare of
the country and its progress.

At Los Angeles, California, in 1876, Mr.
Thorp married Mrs. Elizabeth Knight, the
daughter of Simon and Deborah (Daily)
Feeler, natives of Virginia and North Carolina,
respectively. The father followed farming in
Missouri, and there remained until his death.
The mother also died there. To Mr. and Mrs.
Thorp the following named children have been
born, Mrs. Eva Puis, who is the mother of two
children and is living in' Lincoln county; Ed
ward, in Montana; Alice Gibson, with her par
ents; and Mrs. Frances Bogle, in Lincoln coun
ty. Mr.. Thorp is a cousin of Colonel Ells
worth, who was said to be the first man killed
in the Rebellion.

• ••

LOUIS V. ALLEN, who resides about five
miles southeast from Harrington, is one of the
well known and highly respected citizens of
Lincoln county. . He owns a half section of
choice wheat land where he resides and his in
dustry and thrift have improved it in fine shape.
His residence is a tasty cottage, beautifully sur
rounded with elegant shade trees and his en·
tir.e place bears the stamp of the man. Commo
dious buildings are in evidence and all machin
ery and other accoutrements necessary on a
first class farm are supplied in abundance. He
also raises some stock.

Louis V. Allen was born in Moore prairie,
Jefferson county, Illinois, on April 19, 1841,
the son of Able and Prudence (Wilkes) Allen,
natives' of Kentucky and South Carolina, re
spectively. The father: was a pioneer of Illi
nois and a man of prominence, being especially
interested in school matters. He died in the
Prairie State in 1863. The mother died in Illi
nois in 1866. She was descended from the pa
triot stock which furnished fighting men for
the Revolution and the \Var of 1812. Our
subject received his education in the public
schools of his native place and labored with
his father on the farm until twenty. At that
time, he was one of the young men filled with
patriotism and love of country, so that when
the call came for men, true and brave, to beat
back the hosts of treason, he promptly stepped

forward and offer.ed his services, and life t
if such need should be, to save our belol~d 00.

stitutions and the land of the free. He \l1~;
enrolled at. McLea.ns~ro as private. in Com.
pany D. SIxth Illmols Cavalry, in Gener I
Sherma~'s c~mman.d. Words are not neede~
to descnbe hIS serVIce, as an outline of his ca.
reer there is better encomium than words could
possibly be. We append herewith a partiallisl
of the engagements participated in by Mr. .~I_

len; Dyersburg, Olivebranch, Coffeville. Boli.
ver, Ripley, Covington, Belmont, an expedition
for sixteen days in the midst of the confeder
acy, Port Hudson, Clinton Plains, Byhalis,
Granada, Salem, Oxford, Pulaski. Franklin
and Nashville, besides others. He Il'as dis
charged on March 18, 1863, re-enlisted on the
same day and was later promoted to the rank oi
first lieutenant. His honorable discharge oc
curred on October 16, 1865, at Salem..-\Ia
bama. Following that he came to Illinois and
farmed there until 1869, then moved to another
portion of the state and dwelt until 1872. :iext
we see him in Jasper county, Missouri. Iyhence
in 1877, he went to Salem, Oregon. It Iras in
1879, that he came to \Vaitsburg, Washington,
that being his first trjp to this state. One year

, later he journeyed to the territory nOlI occn
pied by Lincoln county and located \yhere he
lives today. It was his lot to land here Irith
out capital. except a good stock of determina
tion and hands willing to labor. The success
he has the privilege of enjoying at this time.
is the result of his labors and of it, ?dr. Allen
may well be proud. In political mallers. he
hasalways taken a lively interest and has serred
the county as commissioner. for five years. HIS

name appeared on the Republican ticket. the
principles of which party he supports. He has
also been school clerk.

•
At Springfield, Illinois, on F ebrl1ary IJ'

1864, Mr. Allen married Miss Ruth ?vI. Knox,
who is the dauo-hter of Thomas J. and ;,larr

'" 1 In(Danley) Knox.. The father was lorn .
'Wheeling, Virginia, and later renloved t? lIh
nois and for man)' years was treasurer at ?aln.

. . t t Ie
gamon county and also served as Justice 0

peace. He died in 1857. The mother ~~~~
born in Lexington, Kentucky, and died 111 I

nois, in 1861. One child was born to them,
Mrs. Estella Howard, who resides in Daren;
port, \Vashington. M r. Allen is a Il1en~ber 0

the G. A. R. and takes great interest II1 It.



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY. 229

----------,---~------

NOAH B. McKY has for eighteen ye~rs
• section foreman on the Northern Pacific

beenaId h-'! d He is a man of rea worth an su
ral roa . h' I .. h'

t'a! qualities and IS· ong service III t IS
~1' .
important capacity is abundant proof of hiS

b'!'tv to handle successfully the labors en~
all; . d' h .
f ted to him. HIS stan III t e community
.ruS . t h h h' f the best and the nIce proper y t at e as
~sc~tlmulated shows his success in faithful en-
deavors, .

Koah B. McKy was .born In Fayette coun-
t\' on April I, 1852, being the son of John and
S~rah (Jackson) McKy, natives of Ohio. The
father was sheriff of Richland county, Wiscon
sin for a time and served in the Civil War in
the Twenty-fifth Wisconsin Volunteers, being
an orderly sergeant. He died in Richland
countv Wisconsin, in 1896. The mother died.,
in Wisconsin, in April, 1898.

Our subject was educated in the schools
,,,here he lived and r,esided with his father on
the farn\ until twenty-one years of age, then
began ihdependent action, taking up stock buy
ing. He bought for one firm for five years
then purchased a farm for himself and oper
ated the same until 1880, when he came to
Ritzville, Washington. Shortly after! he en
tered the employ of the Northern Pacific and
later was transferred to Sprague, having charge
of the yards here and the section. His faith
fullness and reliability have won for, him the
confidence and good will' of his employers and
he has done well in the line for promotio~.

In 1880, at Richhllld, \Visconsin, Mr. McKy
married Katie A. Halin, who is the daugh
ter of Bernard C. and Guenney (Davis) Halin.
The father was a marble cutter and also did
fanning, He served as auditor of Richland
count~, .Wisconsin for some time and. during
the C.ml \Var, was captain in the regiment.
He dIed in the Badger' State in 1890. The
m?ther was born in' Wales and came to Ohio

\w~th her parents when young. She died in
\' ISC . .

low' onslll, In 1895. Our subject has the fol-
J 109 brothers and sisters John Newton
J~~rer, Jerome, Mrs.' Mary 'J. Conkals, Mrs:
Mc~ Ewen, , and. Mrs. Lucy .Berrett. Mrs.

J
y has 11me brothers and sisters' Thomas. H . ,

.! harry; Arthur; John' Edward' Emmett'nt th Dr . " , ,
Mrs e. 11lted States army in the Philippines;
Cosien~h.ce ~erson, in Chicago;. Mrs. Lucy
Bertha Gn ~Jchn:ond:. Wisconsin; and Mrs.

tl1111mg, In Lmcoln county. .

To Mr. and Mrs. McKy the following
named children have been born; Ger;trude,
teaching instrumental and vocal music in \Vhit
man college; Gwen, teaching music in Sprague;
and Oscar, at home.. Mr. McKy's daughters
have shown marked talent in music and are
building a fine reputation for themselves in
this art. The family home is a beautiful seven
room cottage, tastily surrounded with lawn
and shade trees on the corner of Fourth avenue
and C street. The good taste of Mrs. McKy
is manifested in the furnishings of the beauti
ful home and she is known as a lady of refine
ment. Mr. McKy owns in addition to the prop
erty above mentioned, a section of wheat land,
all under cultivation. Mrs. McKy is handling
a fine dressmaking and millinery business in
the building next to the postoffice in Sprague
and has much patronage.

They are estimable people and have won
their position in society by reason of their
worth, uprightness and industry.

Mr. McKy is a member of the 1. O. O. F .
. and has served on the city council for five years,

being in office at this time.

•••

WILLIAM BRADLEY is one of the well
known pioneer citizens of Sprague. . At the
present time he holds a responsible position on
the Idaho division of the Northern Pacific. He
has risen' to this pOsition and held it fo'r many
years by r.eason of real worth and ability. An
account of his life will be interesting and en
couraging to many who are laboring to obtain
success and it is with pleasure that we append
the same.' .

William Bradley was born in Ireland, iIi
1859, the son of William and Mary (Feeley)
Bradley, both natives of' the Emerald Isle,
where also' they remained until the time of
their death. The common schools of his na
tive country furnished the educational training
for: young Bradley and when twenty he started
for the New W orId, sailing for New York
where. he arrived in due time. After three
months in that metropolis, he came on to Min
nesota where he worked on the Northern Pa
cific. He was in the construction department
for three years and in the spring of 1883, came
to Sprague, taking a pOsition in' the same de
partment and on the same road. For three
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months, he was an ordinary hand on the sec
tion, then was promoted to the position of sec
tion foreman. For six years he faithfully dis
charged the duties of that position before the
next step of promotion came and during this
time as during all the years of his service for
the company, he had been making an especial
study of everything connected with the con
struction department of the railroad. Tflere
was no detail too small to escape his notice nor
was there any problem too great but that he
ultimately solved it and the result was that
when he was fully competent for his promotion,
he was called.to take up the responsible and im
portant position of road master.. He was duly
installed in this position and since that time,
has continuously served on the Great Northern
Pacific railroad with ability and execution that
have made him a very important factor on this
division. Mr. Bradley has not only displayed
a thorough knowledge of everything connected
with his department but is also well acquainted
with the railr.oad in general. In addition to the
happy faculty of handling men to the best ad
vantage, he is a man of excellent judgment and
very keen in observation. Very nearly a quar
ter of a century has elapsed since he first en
tered the employ of the Northern Pacific rail
road and he is practically the only.one of the
old railroad men with the company now who
were here with them when he came to Sprague.
It is not merely chance that Mr. Bradley has
won and held the position that he occupies but
it is the result of painstaking labor and stanch
attention to business in every detail and those
who \vould emulate such a career must banish
the idea from the mind forever that it is "luck"
and a "pull" that bring success in the indus
trial world. On the contrary it is merit and
ability and a man who is handling large inter
ests today, learned yesterday to care forI everv
detail of the affairs that were under his supe(
vision. however small they might be. All of
\vhich is proof of the old proverb, "He that
is faithful in the least is faithful in much."

On Kovember 6,1894, Mr. Bradley married
Miss Mamie, daughter of Frank and Helen
(Morey) \ Vilcox. the wedding occurring in
Sprague. The father was born in \Visconsin,
followed merchandising, and now lives in Port
land. The mother died in Portland a number
of years ago. Mrs. Bradley has the following
brothers and sisters, Guy R., Paul D., Gert-

rude, Elmer. Mr. Bradley ~vas one of a family
of five children, those beSides h1mseif bein;
J ames, Robert, Mrs. Norah Finan, and jlr~'

Annie Mahoney. .
Mr. and Mr.s. Bradley are both members f

the <;atholic church and are devoted and su~.
stantlal people. They own a handsome brick
residence on the top of the hill near the Catholic
church in Sprague and the grounds are beauti.
fully laid out and supplied with lawn, ROller,
shrubbery, trees and so forth. Mr. Bradle',:
also owns a half-section of wheat land which
is well improved and the land r.ented. He
came here with no capital and is nolY a man
of means.

To Mr. and Mrs. Bradley, three children
have been born, Robert, Marie, and Loretta, .
all at home and attending school.

• ••

CHARLES HOFFMAN has won a suc·
cess in the Big Bend country of which he mar
justly be proud. He is to be classed as on'e
of the pioneers of this section, as well as manr
other portions of the west, and the real pioneer
spirit has been manifested in him during these
days of labor and self denial. Intimately ac·

•

quainted with mining in the well knO\m camps,
being associated there in the days when much
lawlessness existed, Mr. Hoffman has seen
much of the hard side of mining life.

Preferring the quieter life of the farm, he
turned to that occupation and has worked ,rith
gratifying success which will be mentioned
hereafter.

Charles Hoffman was born in Saxony, Ger
many, on January 14, 1846. His father,
Charles Hoffman was a butcher and \ras bom
in Saxony where also he died. The mother:
Teresa (Leudhoff) Hoffman, was a Intire ot
the same country and died when our subject
was born. Charles received a fine education m
the schools of Germany during eight succes
sive years, under the best of training, then ,raS
accepted as a reser.ve in the army but \"as nere~
called into the service, In r873. he starte
from Hamburg to New York and went thelflce

. or
to St. Louis where he followed butchenng

, h' . Denyer,a year and half. Next we see 1111 1n t
' h \\'~1

Colorado, in the same business, then ed the
to the mining districts of Colorado. an .
adjacent territories, and was especially aC
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. t I I'n Leadville in the early days of its

quaIll e( h C d'. _ellt Then he started for t e oeurexClteln '. f
Alene country, but oWing to the heavy fall 0

. Ilad to stop at Thompson Falls. There
sno\\, . h h h
J f Hawed butchenng for tree mont s t en
le a h' A S

On through to Was Ington. sprague
came . . f h
was the more lively and promIsing 0 t e two
tOlms of Spokane and Sprague, he located there
and opened a butcher shop. Two years later,
he sold out his shop and ~ought a place where
he now resides, eight ~IlIles northwest ~r?m

to\\'n. Then he gave hImself to stock r.alsmg
and finding the hills productive of wheat,
turned his attention to that and thus he has
continued since.

At Denver, Colorado, in 1875, Mr. Hoff
men married Miss Aggie, daughter of David
and Edith Schaufler, natives Qf Germany,
where they remained until their death. To Mr.
and Mrs. Hoffman the following children have
been bam; Edward, deceased; Albert, living
in Portland, Oregon; Rose Miller, in Lincoln
countv' Carl. Anna, Marie, George, Frank-, -
and Walter, all at home and Maudie, deceased.
Their home is a nice two story, nine room
residence provided with all modern conven
iences. It is situated in Crab Creek valley, in
beautifully laid out grounds, surrounded by
handsome shade trees and fine orchards. Mr.
Hoffman has provided a fine waterworks sys
tem which brings water to every portion of the
house and grounds of the lawn. He has a fine
windmill and pump house surrounded by a fine
orchard. He owns eight hundred acres of land
together with a lease of four hundred and
eighty acres of school land. He raises many
thousands of bushels of wheat each year in ad
ditIon to handling considerable stock. At the
present time he has some well bred cattle and a
good band of horses. The place is provided
with all machinery, buildings and other im
provements that are needed on a first class farm
and Mr. Hoffman is to be commended upon
the magnificent success that he has won.

•••
JAMES MACDONALD dwells about

fourt~C11 miles southeast from Sprague and is
OCcupied in farming and stotk raising. Like
~~ny of tl~e leading men of the Big Bend coun
l), Mr. Macdonald came here without any
~~s. By careful attention to business and

lI1g much of the resources here given, he

has come to be a wealthy and prosperous man.
His home is a fine story and one-half, eight
room cottage, well supplied with every con
venience and surrounded with everything that
makes a place comfortable and attractive. It
is the center of an estate of one thousand and
forty acres of excellent wheat land. In addi
tion to this, Mr.. Macdonald owns a section and
one-half of pasture land and handles a section
and a half to wheat. He owns nearly two hun
dred head of cattle, plenty of horses for the
carrying on of his large estate and all machin
ery necessary.

James Macdonald was born in county An
trim, Ireland, on December 12, r848, the son
of Alexander and ISabella (McCapin) Mac
donald, natives also of that county, where they
both died, the father in r867 and the mother
in 1894. James r,eceived his educational train
ing during the first thirteen years of his life
then assisted his father on the farm, after which
he went to the city of Belfast and engaged as
clerk in a grocery store, retaining that position
for nine years. In April, 1870, he sailed from
Glasgow, Scotland, to New York by way of
Quebec, Canada. For a time he operated in a

.Iumber yard in the metropolis of America, then
went to Lehigh county, Pennsylvania and
wrought in the iron works for six years. After
this he journeyed to Nashua, New Hampshire,
and wrought two years in the machine shops.
Then he determined to come west and accord
ingly journeyed to the Big Bend country via
San Francisco. For two years, he was fireman
on the Northern Pacific here then took a home
stead where he now resides. Mr. Macdonald
has one brother and two sisters, Isabella and
May, living with him, and Thomas A., de
ceased, who was a machinist on the Northern
Pacific for fifteen years. In addition to the
pr.operty mentioned, Mr. Macdonald owns a
half interest in a threshing machine outfit which
does a good business each year in the adjacent
country.

Fraternally, he is a member of the Masons,
while in religious persuasions he belongs to the
Episcopal church. Mr. Macdonald has great
reason to take pride in the labors he has per
formed in this country and the success which
he has achieved, while also he has so conducted
himself that he has won the good will of all
who know him and is considered one of the
leading men of this part of the country.
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HENRY C. STA?\TLEY. born August 27.

1838. in Edwards county, Illinois, was the son
of William and ~1aria (Gum) Stanley, pio
neers of Ed,yards county. \Villiam Stanley
was born in \Vashington county, Ohio, re
moyed at an early age to Edwards county,
"'here he held the office of justice of the peace
for t\\'enty vears. and where he died. February,.- - .-
1892. being at the time of his death in his sev-
enty-seventh year. His wife was native of
"'Tabash county, Illinois, lived for a time in
Ohio. and died about five years ago in the same
county as did her husband, and at about the
same age.

1\1r. Stanley gre,y to manhood in the county
of his nativity, where he attended school held in
a primitive log house, one of his schoolmates
being Elmina Gould, to whom. August 30.
1859. he was married, Mrs. Stanley's father I

was Philander Gould. born in \Vest Virginia.
but reared in ~ew York. At the age of nine
teen he removed to Edwards county. "'here he
spent the remainder of his life. dying- in his
seventy-fourth year. in 1890, Mrs. Stanley's
mother. Sarah KnO\dton in single life. ,yas
born in Amherst. l\1assachusetts. in 1816.
raised a family of ten children, to ,yhom she
,,'as ever a faithful and devoted mother. and
died in 1876.. Both she and her husband were
ambitious, energetic and relentless workers
throughout their lives.

Soon after their marriage, Mr.' and :Mrs.
Stanley migrated to Clay county. Illinois. and
in 1877 to Murray county, Minnesota, where
they continued to make their home until coming
to Lincoln county, \Vashington, in 1892. Ar
riving here they at once settled on their present
farm. seven miles north and two miles east of
Mondovi, which at that time was unimproved
railroad land. \Vith the scanty means at his
oommand. Mr. Stanley at once began earnestly
tQimprove his land, and as times permitted
added to his original holdings until he now has
four hundred acres. for the most part agricul
tural land, adorned with a good seven-room
house. commodious barn, outbuildings. etc.. all
of which represent the work of his own hands.
Besides his' home. he has a quarter section of
land near Fruitland, Steyens county.

Nine children. six of.whom are living. have
been ·bor:n to :!vIr. and Mrs. Stanley. The
names ofthose living are:' Ira P.and \Villiam
T.; of Stevens connty; and Edson G., Elmer

c., Florrie E. Reynolds, and Rollo C. all of
Lincoln county. '-

Both the parents are devoted members of
the United Bretheren church and are activel.
interested ·in educational matters. j

Mr. Stanley served in the Civil war. e '
lis.ting i~ C~llnpany F. One Hund,red and Fort~,
tlmd IllinOIS R~gular Infantry, .111 April. 1864.
and was gl\'en an hono~able dIscharge in the
fall of .the same year. hIS service having been
chle:Jy,1l1 the states of Tennessee and Arkansas
?vrr. Stanley cast his first vote for Abraham
Lincoln. in 1860, and has since been an un,
s,yen'ing Republican.

•••

. OLE S. HAIR has resided in Davenport
for a 11umber of years and owns considerable
property here at the present time. He also
operates the Granite saloon and is well known
throughout the county. He ,yas born in
Thorndhjem. ?\Tonl'ay, the son of Simon and
Martin (Nilson) Hair, natives of NOT\vay.
The famil y is one of the old and prominent on~s.
dating its history back for four hundred \'ears.
The members of the family are all long ·Iired.
The grandfather Iiyed to be one hundred and
eighteen. Some of them own vessels 011 the sea
and others follow various industries. Our sub
ject was one of fiye children, Caroline. Sophie.
Annie, Matilda, and Ole S. His education was
secured in his native place and at the age of
fifteen, he started to work for himself. He
learned shoe making and followed that trade
until nineteen, then came to America in 1880.
He wrought in Minnesota for two years. then
went to Winnipeg and did railroading for four
years and later, we find him in Port Arthur,
Ontario, where he started a saloon. In'1889,
he was in Tacoma, later in Sandpoint and
finally, about 1892, he came to Da"enport
which has been his home place since. He
bought a saloon and has operated it until the
present. Mr. Hair owns various city property,
among which is a brick block "'here he con
ducts his business, and a tree claim \\'hich has
two million feet of fine pine timber. It IS In

Klickitat county.- He also has considerable
mining property, which is considered very
good.

In 'political matters he takes a keen an1
active part. Fraternally, he is a member 0
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F !' and in 1899 was appointed deputy
the "-L '-be' d

d' chief ranger, havmg en appomte
aran - h R d M
b _ ' lce He also belongs to tee en,
tll'lce SII ' " d
h

' passed the chairs m that 10 ge,a1'lDg

•••

WILLIAM L. S~ITH is one of the ~argest

lel't" owners of Lmcoln county, HIS suc-proj _, '
cess in' the finanCial world has been achieved
through his careful and devoted labqrs and the
wise handling of the resources of this country.
From the time of his settlement here, .he was
one of the foremost among the progressive men
and e,'ery one who knows him can testify to his
uprightn'ess and ab~lity. _'.

William L. Smith was born m Santa Clara
count\'. California. on December 8, 1866, His
father, Laurence S.. was born in Ireland and
came to America when a young man. He lo
cated on a farm where Sacramento now stands,
beina one of the pioneers of California. He is
now"a wealthy and leading citizen of the Sacra
mento valley. The mother of our subject was
Ann (Kits) Smith, a native of Ireland. She
was married in her native country and came to
America with 'her husband. Our subj ect re
ceiYed his education in the district schools of
California. and then came on to Oregon, where
he took up freighting. He is well acquainted
by experience with the different phases of fron
tier life and has had many thrilling adventures.
In 1882 he took government land in western
Oregon and farmed for one vear. It was one

•
year later when he located his place, six miles
north from where Odessa now stands and en
gaged in stock raising and general farming.
He continued to purchase land at various times
until he now owns over four thousand acres
throughout the county, besides one of the finest
reSidences in Odessa, property in Ritzville and
much other property. He has been devoting
hiS attention largely to feeding stock, horses,
cattle and sheep, and is one of the best known
~tockmen in this portion of \Vashington. He

as brought some fine blooded s.tock into the
I

County and has done -much to improve therades here. Recently, he sold his sheep and is_
r~ndhng cattle almost exclusively. Mr. Smith,
I emany of the worthy men here began life as

apoo b 'r oy and evenything that he now pos-
sesses is th I .th the resu t of hiS own efforts. It seems

a e has been especially favored by Dame

_Fortune, as he can not remember any enterprise
in which he has started wherein he has not
gained success. To the observant eye, the main
reason for all this is the ability and close atten
tion to business manifested by Mr. Smith. He
now dwells in Odessa and owns a very fine
business block there. No man of the county has
done more to build up the country than has our
subject. In educational matters and local af
fairs he has always been deeply interested and
has been very liberal in public donations.

Mr. Smith was married in 1883 to Ella 1.
Despain, a native of Oregon. To this couple,
seven children have been born: Charles M., a
business man of Odessa; Anna M., Ruby,
William P., Hazel, Mark and Joseph. On
December 10. 1901, Mrs. Smith was called
hence by death. She was a noble woman, be
loved by all.

_In fraternal affiliations, 1\11'. Smith is a
member of the 1. O. O. F.

•••

GEORGE E. DARBY, who resides about
four miles south from, Downs, is one of the
leading stock men of the Big Bend country and
owns one of the largest estates in central \Vash
ington. He was born in Hartford. Connecti
cut, on August 19, 1860, being the son of
John E. and Sarah (Bradshaw) Darby. The
father was born in Connecticut and followed•
carpentering. He journeyed to Chicago in the
early seventies. where he remained the balance
of his life. His ancestors came to the United
States in 1650 and some of them participated
in every war of the colonies and of the United
States. The mother of our subject was the
daughter of an English officer. She was born
in Quebec and came to New England when a
girl. George E, went with friends of the fam
ily via the Isthmus to California when a mere
bov and received his education from the com--mon schools of that frontier country. He lived
chiefly in Santa Cruz. For a time. he worked
in, a California powder manufactory and in
1883, came to Portland. The following year,
he was in Spokane and also joined the rush of
prosr.;ctors to the Coeur d' Alene country. For
sometime he continued prospecting and mining
in that -section and northern Washington and
was the first man on the ground of the Old
Dominion mine, located near Colville, Wash-
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ington. He also prospected some in the Okan
ogan country. Mr. Darby has interests in the
Slate creek mines and in other places. He
owns a part also of the Mammoth group. Af
ter sometime at mining, he went into business
in Spokane and continued there until 1896, in
which year he bought a three-fourths interest
in what is known as the Lamona ranch. This
ranch is said to be the first one taken on Crab
creek. John H. Lamona located it in I8iI. It
consists of twenty-four hundred acres of land
beautifully situated on Crab creek. The creek
at this point is plentifully supplied with trout
and the location of the place and its environ
ments, make it one of the most beautiful in this
whole country. A number of hundred acres
lie on the level bottom while considerable is de
voted to pasture and wheat raising. Mr. Darby
has supplied the place with excellent farm
buildings and every convenience known to a
general stock farm. Two years since, he
bought the other quarter interest and now owns
the entire estate. He has a great many cattle
and horses and has made a good success in his
labors.

•••

ANSEL BALDWIN is one of the men to
whom Lincoln county milY point with pride, as
he has not only gained a nice competence for
himself and family, but has so conducted him
self in his pilgrim way that he has the cohfi
dence and good will of all who know him. He
is now in the golden years of his life and is
spending them amid the surroundings which he
has seen built up and with friends and relatives
who made the journey a pleasant one.

Ansel Baldwin was born in Chautauqua
county, New York, on April 21, 1835, the son
of Aaron and Permelia (Chamberland) Bald
win, natives of IVarren county, N ew York, and
Litchfield, Connecticut. respectively. The fa
ther died in Crawford county, Pennsylvania,
in 1882 and the mother: died in the same county
in 1873. Ansel was educated in the public
schools and when twenty we find him in Io\va
operating a blacksmith shop. In 1857, he went
to Kansas as a freeman, and in I8Sg-, took the
dangerous and trying trip across the plains, to
California. Learning of the discovery of oil
in Pennsylvania, he returned thither 'and be
gan the business of manufacturing drilling
tools which he continued until 1870, when he

became an oil producer himself. In I8&:!. he
came to Walla Walla and seven years later h
journeyed to Lincoln county and bought hi:
present home ranch. It lies. about five miles
west from Sprague and consIsts of four hun
dred acres. For a time he operated it as a
dairy ranch, and then turned his attention to
raising wheat. In this labor he has been rerr
successful and has accumulated a fine propert\:.
In addition to the home place, he has a farm in
Adams county and. also another. in Lincoln
wunty. At the present time, Mr. Baldwin is
more retired from the activities of life and is
en joying the competence that his labor has pro
vided.

On September 3, 1874, in Pennsyll'ania,
Mr. Baldwin married Miss Adelia A. Camel.
Her father, John Cauvel, was born in Center
county, Pennsylvania, and there follO\l'ed iarm·
ing until r.etired from more active life. He is
now residing there. He has served meral
terms as commissioner and assessor. He is
aged seventy-seven. His wife is still lil'ing.
aged seventy-four and she, :ilso, is a natire oi
..hat county. To Mr. and Mrs. Baldwin iour
children have been born, Howard S., John .-\.,
and Orvin c., all deceased, Arthur A.. who is
now at home. He has taken a course in the
college in Pullman. Mr. Baldwin came tothis
country with very little means and has gamed
his property by care and labor, always gl11ded
with excellent wisdom. He has won and reo
tains the esteem and confidence of his fellOlrs.
and is a man of good qualities. He is a mem'
ber of the 1. O. O. F. and the K. P. Mrs. Bald
win is a member of the Rathbone Sisters.

•••

GUSTAVE A. HENKEL was born 10

Lancaster, Wisconsin, on October IS. I 86?
the Son of Henry M. and Wilhelmina (Hoff)
Henkel, natives of Germany. They came~
the United States in 1860. The father fol1ol\
farming and hotel keeping until 188,:;. \\'he;.~e
died, being in Wisconsin at that tll11:. :
mother. is living in Cassville Wisconsll1. nOli

. '~In
aged seventy-three. Gustave was edncat I'

. . 1as eanthe common schools of W ISCOnS1l1 an( 't
. If He wenas seventeen began work for hlmse. . 888

to Dakota and wrought on a farm .t1ntJ!o~ane:
in the fall of which year he landed 111 S~ 1897
He operated at different things unt!
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.1 he located in Sprague and opened a liquor
\1 len . d h' ..which has occuple IS attentIOn since.
store, . d' h h db'He 0\\n5 the bul! mg were e o.es usme~s

on Nlain street and aI~ a cottage m the resl-

I Ce portion of the cIty. Mr. Henkel was
(~ f h' '1 .chosen a member 0 t e CIty c~uncI In 1.900,

I ich position he has held continuously Since,
~e:ng in that office now. He has the fol!owing
brothers and sisters, J a.cob c., !'1rs. Ehzabeth
~Ienziner, Mrs. Ann Jelde, LoUIS \V., John J.,
and J. C. .

On November 9, 18g8, Mr. Henkel marned
~Iiss Jessie McDonald. Her parents, John. A.
and Agnes (Irving) McDonald were natives
of Scotland. The father died on June 7, 1900·
The mother was in Canada at the time of her
death. Mrs. Henkel has one sister and two
brothers, Mrs. Mary Sirginson, John A. and
Willi~m. To our subject and his wife three
children have been born, Merle G., Gustave E.,
and Arta G.

Mr. Henkel is a member of the F. A. and is
an industrious and progressive man.

• ••

AuGUSTUS DAWELL is to be classed
as one of the earliest pioneers of the territory
now embraced in Lincoln county. He resides
three miles northwest from Sprague, on a
fine estate of eight hundred and eighty-five
acres. Over seven hundred acres are choice
wheat land and are cropped annually to this
cereal. His residence is a six-room cottage,
beautifully located in a fine artificial grove and
close by a large living spring; while commo
diOUS barns. outbuildings and so forth are
clustered around, and this estate is a valuable
and beautiful one. Mr. Dawell has plenty of
stock and machinerv and is one of the wealthy
men ?f this portio~ of the county. He came
here In 1880. bought railroad land and added
to the estate as the years went by'until it has
~eache? its present proportions. During the
ard tImes from 1893-96, Mr. Dawell succeed

ed very well and all the time has been attended
WIth prosperity.

August Dawell was born in Prussia Ger-
man" 0 '

J. on ctober 22 1834 the son of John
and E1' "Izabeth (Wise) DaweIl, natives of Ger-
~any. The father died in his native land and
a e mother in Nebraska. Our: subject received

good common school education in the

Fatherland and in 1852, sailed from Ham
burg to New York. After landing, he
learned the blacksmith trade, following
the same in Chicago, then crossed the
plains in 1855, to California. He was mining
in Idaho, Oregon, Nevada, Utah, Washington
and in various other places in the years subse-

. quent. He was first in Washington, in 1862.
He participated in the Salmon river: gold ex
citement, then came to 'Walla Walla and finally
in 1880, located where he now lives. Mr. Da
well remarks that there were less than a dozen
settlers within ten miles of him. when he lo
cated and all supplies had to be brought from
Walla Walla. He labored along faithfully,
however, and his reward is due to his industry.
Mr. Dawell has two brothers, William and
Ernest.

At Salt Lake City, in August, 1872, oc
curred the marriage of Mr. Dawell and Miss
Hannah Jensen, the daughter of Peter and In
geborg (Peterson) Jensen, natives of Schles
wig Holstein, Germany, where they both re
mained until their death. Mrs. Dawell has two
sisters and one brother, Margaret Schus, So
phia Stevens. and Harry. To Mr. and Mrs. Da
well, five children have been born, Gus E., Os
car W., Charles, Harris B., and Lulu. Mr. Da
well located and worked some fine mines, and
one, the Ontario, which he located near Salt
Lake and sold in 1861 for thirty-one hundred
dollars, has been worked all the time since and
is one of the great mines of the country.

•••

SAMUEL C. KINCH is one of the lead
ing men in Sprague. That he is a thoroughly
self made man will be evident to anyone read
ing the account of his career. He has achieved
abundant success in the lines of endeavor pur
sued and is certainly to be commended for the
marked industry and energy manifested
throughout. Mr. Kinch is handling a nice drug
trade in Sprague, having a well equipped and
stocked store. .

Samuel C. Kinch was born in Grindstone
City, Michigan, on August 31, 1867, the son
of Samuel and Augusta M. (Lemman) Kinch,
natives of Canada and Lockport, New York,
respectively. The father was a merchant in
Grindstone City and died there in 1878. The
mother is now dwelling in Seattle. Our sub-
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ject received his education in the common
schools and at the age of eighteen, secured a
third grade certificate and commenced teach
ing. By personal investigation and careful
study while he was teaching, he fitted himself
and secured a first grade certificate. For five
years he gave his attention to teaching in Wash
ington and in 1890 and '91 was principal of
the Medical Lake schools of this state. During
odd moments. he studied pharmacy and later
took a course in the National Institute of Phar
macy, in Chicago, and in 1897, opened a drug
store in Sprague where we find him doing a
nice business at the present time. He had come
to this state in 1888 and soon after arriving
here, bought the relinquishment of a party in
Rattlesnake Flat and homesteaded the place.
He taught school, worked at day's labor and
kept up his studies until he fitted himself for
the position that he now occupies and accumu
lated also, during this time, a magnificent es~

tate of thirty-five hundred acres of excellent
wheat and grazing land. A portion of the es
tate is irrigable and he also has on his home
stead, a fine water power. Mr. Kinch owns a
nice residence of eight rooms, tastily surround
ed with trees and lawns, in Sprague, and other
property, in addition to what we have mention
ed. He certainlv has made a most excellent•
success in his labors for his entire holding has
been gained through his own endeavors since
coming to this state.

In September, 1898, at Sprague, Mr. Kinch
married Mrs. Emma Bracken, whose parents
were John and Elizabeth (Watson) Lucas, na
tives of Iowa and Ireland, respectively, and
now deceased. The father was a miner in Cali
fornia in early days. Mr. Kinch has one broth
er, Frank, and two half sisters, Mrs. John
Copeland and Mrs. C. F. Cunningham. Mrs.
Kinch has the following brothers and sisters;
John, George, Mrs. Louisa Harker, Mrs. Eliza
beth Cameron. To Mr. and Mrs. Kinch two
children have been born, Frances, aged four
and Samuel c., J r., an infant.

• ••

OSCAR J. FAHLEN, a leading business
man of Sprague and now at the head of the
city brewery, is a native of Munich, Bavaria,
and was born on November 3. 1864. His par
ents, Andrew and Elizabeth (Schutle) Fahlen,
were born in Munich, Bavaria, on September

12, 1818, and at Leis~u, Madgeburg, on Oc
tober 19, 1820, respectIvely. The mother d' d
in 1878 and the ~ather served_ i~ the Dan::h
and German wars 111 r848-49 and IS still livin

. ~e retir~d from business in. r886. Our sut
Ject receIved a good educatIOn in the public
scho.ols and then attended .the Heidelberg uni
versIty. He learned brewmg from his father
and in r884, sailed from Bremen to Norfolk
Virginia. Thence he went to Philadelphia and
worked at his trade and soon came to Tacoma
where he entered the services of John Schull
proprietor of the only brewery in that city at
that time. Later, Mr. Fahlen enlisted in' the
United States army and served in the cam
paign against Sitting Bill in r890-91. He also
served in the Spanish-American war with the
Third Artillery. He was honorably discharged
and returned to San Diego, California, and fol
lowed his trade until 1893, when he came to
Sprague, and leased the Sprague brevYery irom
R. O. Porak. He has remodeled and ow
hauled the same, putting in all modem brewery
appliances needed, and has the plant navy in
excellent shape and is running it at full ca
pacity. If the trade he has worked up contin
ues, he will have to double the capacity of the
brewery in a very short time.

At Sioux Falls, South Dakota, on May 28,
r899, Mr. Fahlen married Miss Bertha Becker,
the daughter of a prosperous farmer. Her
parents, Frederick and Christina B., are still at
Sioux Falls, South Dakota. To Mr. and Mrs.
Fahlen three children have been bom, Elouise,
Hellena and Oscar G.

Mr. Fahlen belongs to the 1. O. O. F., the
F. A. and the Sons of Herman. He is a thor
ough and energetic business man and stands at
the head of a very prosperous business. He
has one of the finest breweries in the state and
superintends it himself, turning out the finest
product to be found in this part of the country.

•••
•

]. FRANK BRISLAWN resides about SIX

miles north from Sprague on an estat~ of fOUf

hundred acres which he purchased 111 1897
The place is provided with a tasty tw~ S~Of~,
five room residence, barns and other butld tl1g:,
plenty of farm machinery and stock, and he/,
one of the leading farmers in this portion of tile
country. Mr. Brislawn gives his entire atten
tion to farmine- and has made an excellent suc-
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t··t He was born in Linn county, Iowa, Icess 0 1. .

S tcn1ber 3 1874. HIs parents, Mathewon ~ ' .. .
and Mary E. (Caranaugh) Bnslawn,. were

·1 Nlontgomery county, Pennsylvama, on
born 11 • ., bPI
O ber 20 1850, and In PittS urg, ennsy-

clO , I·' .
. ·a respectively. They are now wing III
\ am , b' f
L· oln county. Our su Ject was our years

Inc . h h' D
t· ae ,,·hen he came· Wit IS parents to ay-

o ao h f '1\rashington, and the next year. t e ami y
lon, H . d d

O·ed to Lincoln county. e receive a goo
111\ . dlbo d '11'common school educatIOn an a re Wit 1 liS
father until twenty-three, then bought a farm,
where he nOlI· resides, and started for himself.
Thus far in life he has made a commendable
success ,,·hile the wisdom and energy he has
sholrIl 'in the past bespeak excellent things for
him in the ftlture.

At Sprague, on November 25, 1897, Mr.
Brislawn married Miss Elizabeth, the daugh
ter of John and Mary (Clark) McGough. The
father was born in Ireland and died in Lincoln
county, in 1899. The mother was also born in
the Emerald Isle and now lives in Sprague.
Jlr. Brislawn has the following brothers and
sisters; Tohn H., Michael T., Joseph \V., Mar-

•

garet E., Matthew P., Mary A., Lewis A.,
.-\nastasia .-\... Ellen. Mark G. Mrs. Brislawn
has fire brothers and sisters, namely, Peter E.,
Rosa A., Mary J., John, and Mrs. Almira Mc
Glade. To Mr. and Mrs. Brislawn four chil
dren have been born, Francis G., Paul G., Guy
JI., and Maurice ].

J'lr. Brislawn belongs to the Catholic
Knights of America,while he and his wife are
members of the Roman Catholic church.

• ••
A. ROBERT FRANSEEN, like many of

Our best citizens, came to us from Sweden. He
~O\\" resides about nine mile$ north from
Sprague, where he owns something over a half
~ecilon of land, and devotes his energies to
tannmg. He has accumulated his property
almost entirely since coming to this country in
1893 and the fact that he is owner of a half
s~tion of good land, well improved with plenty
ot stock and implements indicates his indus-
try and thri ft. '

P A. Robert Franseen was born in Smalland
~O\'1~lCe, Sweden, on April 1, 1865, being the

n 01 Frank and Johanna (Josephson) Fran
~en, natl\'es of Sweden and now living in

malland. Our subject worked on his father.'s

•
farm in Sweden until twenty-two, having
gained his education in the meantime. Then
he sailed from Malmo, Sweden direct to Phil
adelphia. From that metropolis, he journeyed
to Minneapolis, where he worked on the rail
road construction and in the woods of \:Viscon
sin for over two years. Then he journeyed to
Great Falls, Montana, whence he came to Spo
kane. In 1893, he came to this country and
three years later rented land. In 1899, he pur
chased his present place. Since he had no cap
ital whatever to start with, upon arriving here,
he was forced to undergo the hardships inci
dent to a settler in a new countrv and has done

•
so well in his endeavors, that he ranks with the
substantial men of" the community.

At Smalland, Sweden, on December 18,
1886, 1v1r. Franseen married Miss Adrina
Johnson, and one child has been born to them,
Ernest, who has spent most of his life in Swe
den, and is now attending school in this COUll
try.

:!Ifr. Franseen is.a member of the 1. O. O.
F. and M. W. A. He and his wife belong to
the Swedish Lutheran church. Mr. Franseen
has six brother.s and sisters, John, Carl, Anna,
Edward, Mrs. Olevia Swenson, and Esther.

•••
ANDREW W. HARRISON resides about

four miles southwest from Edwall, in Lincoln
county. He has spent over twenty-five years
of his life in this county and is well entitled to
be classed with the earliest pioneers. He has
given his attention largely to farming since
he has been doing for himself, has made a
success in his labors, and owns one hundred and
sixty acres all cultivated. He has a nice two
story residence, large bam, plenty of build
ings, and other improvements. His farm
equipments, stock and so forth are first class
and he is one of the most progressive and broad
minded men of the section.

Andrew VV. Harrison was born in Mont
gomery county, Iowa, on September 9, 1871,
and his father, Hon. Andrew Harrison was
born in Ohio and later moved to Indiana, thence
to Iowa, and from there to California in 1875.
Four years later, he came to the territory now
embraced in Lincoln county, bringing his fam
ily in wagons. He took the place where our
subject now resides as a homestead and en
gaged in farming and stock raising, but now re-



HISTORY OF THE I}IG BEND COONTRY.
•

-----------~--------------

sides near Cheney. In r898, he was elected -to
represent the fifth legislative district of Wash
ington, his name appearing on the Republican
ticket. He received a very handsome majority
and did excellent service for his constituents.
Our subject's mother, Mary (Babb) Harri
son, was born in Iowa and now dwells with her
husband in Spokane county. Our subject came
to this section with his father in r879 and ow
ing to the scarcity of schools, received a very
limited education, which, however, he has sup
plemented by careful reading until he is a well
informed man. He engaged in handling stock
on the range for some time and when twenty,
went into the sawmill business. This con
tinued for a short time, then he turned to
farming.

On September r3, 1893, Mr. Harrison
married Miss Stella, daughter of Leroy and
Christine (Ault) Ableman. The father was
born in Wisconsin and came to Lincoln county
in r8g0 and still resides near the home of our
subject. The mother died in r894. He has
the following brothers and sisters; Mrs. Anna
Tucker, Mrs. Nelson, Ethel, Mrs. Estella Wal
lace, Mrs. Belle Vaughn. Mr. and Mr,s. Har
rison both belong to the Modern Brotherhood
of America and also to the Evangelical church.
They have six children, Eva, Prudence, Har
vey, Orville, Pearl, and Florence. Mr. Harri
son is a thorough westerner, having spent most
of his davs on the Pacific coast and the suc--cess that he has achieved is such that he mav-well take pride in it. He stands well in the
community, is a very progressive man and
verv alert to forward those measures \vhich

•
are for the benefit of all.

•••

ELMORE A. McKENNA, who is now
holding the po~ition of agent for the Northern
Pacific, at Sprague, is a man of varied and

. extensive experience and well known' ability.
He was born in Kingston, Nova Scotia, on
May 20, r863, the son of Joseph L. and Eunice
S. (Felch) McKenna, natives of Nova Scotia,
the father of Kingston, and the mother of Tor
brook. The father is of Scotch-Irish ancestry
and is a highly respected man in his commun
ity. He is deacon of the Baptist church and
has shown himself a man of real principle and
worth. At present he is eighty-fotlr years

o~ age and the mother, two years YOunger
dIed October 30, 1904· The father is 'n!
hale and hearty for his age. The mother 'I. was
of Enghsh ancestry and her grandfatl1er 11
jor Parker, was in the king's army at th~ ;i~'
of the Revolution. She is. also a relative o~
Marcus \Vhitman, of fame in the northwest
Our subject was favored with a good educa:
tion, partly gained before he left home and
finished by his own efforts after commencin"
teaching, which he did when sixteen. \Vhe~
eighteen he learned the art of telegraphy and
was at Hali fax in the \Nestern Cnion 'office,
In 1884, he landed in Boston, and two years
later was in St. Paul. Thence he was sent
by the Northern Pacific to Mandan, Dakota,
and in September. 1886, he came to Sprague,
still in the employ of that company. He con.
tinued with the company until 1893. holding
various stations throughout southeastern
\Vashington and in Idaho. Then he resigned
his position and entered into business with the
well known financier, John P. Vollmer, ac
cepting the position of bank cashier at Genesee,
Idaho. During this time he was lieutenant
colonel of the Idaho National Guards. First
Regiment. Upon the breaking out of the Span
ish war, he enlisted as a private in Company
B, First Idaho Volunteers and at San Fran
cisco was appointed captain in the First United
States Volunteer Signal Corps. June 16,
1898, they sailed from San Francisco and irom
the time he landed in the Philippines, he was
in the most active and arduous service, He
was the senior signal officer in the field. They
built many lines of telegraph and laid many
cables and much of it was in the fiercest,
weather and under galling fire. Mr. Mc
Kenna was in sixteen engagements with the
natives and also participated in taking Mallila
from the Spaniards. He was under Generals
Anderson and Lawton and was especially as
sociated with the unfortunate Lawton in hiS
brave career. In June, 188g, Mr. McKenna
came home and the second day of the follow
ing September he was honorably discharget~
H€ then went to work for the Northern PaCI
again and after a time at Lind, he was sta;
tioned at Sprague, where he is at the presen

time rendering first class service to Ius col11-

pany. NIr
At Genesee, Idaho, on June r9, 1899, hte;

McKenna married Miss Isabelle, the daug
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. J I and Thalia L. (Krum) Owen. The
~t I 0 U1 I'a" born in England, served in thetaller \' ~

. '1 \"ar and is now postmaster at Genesee.
(In v" .' f h
The mother was born tn OhIO and her at er

e of the pioneers of Ashtabula county
was on N
in that state, an.d also of the sta~e ~f ~-

b ka For a tIme he was a shenff tn Ilh-
ras . h h'l. To I'K r and Mrs. McKenna tree c 1-nOIS in .

dre~ hal'e been born, Beatrice E., Raymond 0.,
d DOllo-las E all at home. Mr. McKennaan "' .,

belongs to the K. P., the A. F: & A. M., and
the W. W. At the pres~t time .he IS wor
shipful master of the masomc lodge tn Sprague.
In J896, Mr. McKenna was can?idate. for state
auditor in Idaho on the Repubhcan tIcket, but
Olrino- to the silver issue, he went down with
the b~lance of the ticket.

The home place in Sprague is a tasty cot
tage on Third street, wher~ Mrs. McKenn.a
presides with gracIOus dlgmty and makes It
the center of refined hospitality. Mr. Mc
Kenna owns a quarter section of land north
from Sprague, another quarter south of town
and a half interest in four hundred and eighty
acres near the town. The farms are well
improved and produce annually bountiful crops
of wheat.

•••

JAMES POWELL is one of the earliest
settlers in Lincoln county and is now one of
its substantial citizens. He resides about one
mile east from Sherman on land which he se
cured by government right nearly twenty-two
years ago. During those lone years, Mr.
Powell has labored steadily and faithfully in
the one line of industry and has succeeded
well.

James Powell was born in England, on
JUly 30, 1857. His parents, John and Eliza
(Hobbs) Powell, were both natives of Eng
1aoe1. The father was a skilled gardner and
followed that vocation all his life. The public
schools of his native land gave our subject
hiS educational training and at the early age of
~eYenteen, he bade farewell to England and
nends alld came to the .United States. Later,
~ went to Canada and for a number of years
t ereafter. he was engaged in railroading in
~anous portions of that country and the United

j
. tates. III 188o, Mr. Powell came to Cali
orOla al ]. MF '. II In ay, 1881, he embarked at San
ranclSCO, on the steamship, Republic, for

Portland. At the mouth of the Columbia,
while a terrific storm was raging, the ship
parted, and he lost all his effects. One boat
with thirteen in was lost. Much heroism was
displayed by the officers of the ill-fated ship,
but nothing was more striking than the bravery
of the stewardess. She calmly assisted. the
officers, and refused to leave the wreck until
the last minute. Mr. Powell went to Lewis
county, Washington, and in 1882 came to the
Big Bend country with a surveying party in.
charge of Major Truax and Mr. Snow, chief
engineer of government survey. He was so
taken with the fertility and beauty of this
country that he immediately secured land
where he now lives. Shortly thereafter he

.went to Walla Walla and engaged on a farm
for some months then returned to his preemp
tion where he has resided since.

• ••

EDWARD F. STANG resides about four
miles northwest from Moscow and is engaged
in farming. He owns one quarter section of
fine wheat land and cultivates one entire sec
tion. He came to this countrv about five-years since, with very limited means, and is
now the owner of the land above mentioned,
a good many improvements, a band of cattle,
and sixteen horses. He also has plenty of
equipments for his farm work, besides other
property. All this has been gained in the Big.
Bend country through his labors and wise
management.

E. F. Stang was born at Lemon, Wyoming
county, Pennsylvania, on September I I, 1867,
the son of William and Catherine (Leipham)
Stang, natives of Germany. They came to the
United States when young and the father fol
lowed cabinet making and carpentering until
his death, on the farm in \iVyoming county,
Pennsylvania. The mother still resides there..
Our subject was reared in' his native county
and there received.a good education. His first
work in life was on a farm and later he oper
ated as teamster. In the spring of 1899, he
came on west from Pennsylvania to Lincoln
county, Washington and the same summer
purchased the land that he now owns. He has
given himself entirely to farming and stock
raising since coming here and has labored with
energy which has brought about excellent re-
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suits. He expects soon to erect a tasty resi
dence upon his land and otherwise improve it.
Mr. Stang has the following brothers and sis
ters, 'William H., Richard J., Mrs. Pena
Thompson, George P., Mrs. Lena Brown, Mrs.
Mary Bush, Louis P., and Mrs. Jennie Arney.

At Skinner's Eddy, in Wyoming county,
Pennsylvania; on March 3, 1897, Mr. Stang
married Miss Eva Carney. Her parents are
Daniel and Sabina (Leipham) Carney. The
father was born on June 20, 1824 at Carney
Flats, Pennsylvania, where his ancestors had
resided for over one hundred years. He died
on December I, 1896. The mother was born
in Wyoming county, Pennsylvania, and is now
residing at Davenport, in Lincoln county. She
has one brother, J. E. Carney, who lives in
Davenport. Mr. Stang has shown himself a
first class citizen, progressive and public minded
and is always interested in the welfare and
improvement of the country.

•••

DANIEL L. PORTCH dwells about one
mile north from Sherman where he has a good
estate and devotes his attention largely to farm
ing. He has also followed other vocations as
will be noticed by the following.

Daniel L. Portch was born in Chicago, Illi
nois, on August 25, 1850, being the son of Ed
ward M. and Hannah Lally, natives of Eng
land and Ireland, respectively. They both
C<1me to Chicago when children and there were
married. The father was a ship owner and
trafficked on the great lakes. The common

. schools of Chicago furnished the education of
our subject and at the age of sixteen, he en
tered the employ of the Western Union Tele
graph Company, continuing in the same until
nineteen, and became a thorough master of
telegraphy. He was holding a responsible posi
tion at the time he resigned. In 1872, Mr.
Portch moved to a farm some sixty miles
northwest from Chicago where he operated in
company with his father for five years. In
1878, he entered the service of the Chicago
Telephone Company, where he remained until
1883. During those years Mr. Portch was
foreman of their construction department,
traveling in various sections of the south. In
this capacity, he was brought into a very re
sponsible position and met face to face some

of the hardest problems in handling electr' 't.
H b fi " lCIJ

e ecame very pro clent. m this art and i;
today a thorough and practical electrician. In
1884, Mr. Portch came to Sherman and took
land, whence four years later, he went to S
kane and engaged in the employ of the SjJoka[lO-
d" I h H neIstnct te egrap company. e was in char

f h .. . d ge
o t elr entire constructIOn epartment and dd
commendable work in building and rebuijdi~
their system after t~e fire. .After that. ~I;
Portch was engaged m handlmg electric wires
for a street car system in Helena, Montana.
In 1890, he returned to Spokane and entered
into partnership with his brothers, John H.
and \Villiam A., in farming, preferring that
to the life of an electrician. Mr. Portch has
two other brothers, Giles M. and Ed,rard.-\.,
and also the following sisters, Mrs. Frances
N. Rogers, Mrs. Annie Crosby, and Mrs. Julia
W. Byrne. Mr. Portch has gained distinction
not only as a substantial business man but also
by his attainments as an electrician, hal'ing been
counted one of the most skillful and best
posted men in this line in this part oi the
country.

•••

HARRY B. FLETCHER, a \rell knolln
Lincoln county farmer, is equally prominent
both as a school and church worker. He has
a choice three hundred and twenty acre iarm
near Sherman, all under cultivation anti \leH
improved, where he makes his home during the
summer months, but during the school year
he lives in \Vilbur in order to afford his iamily
better educational advantages than can be har!
in the country.

Mr. Fletcher was born August 23- 18S6.
in Muscatine county, Iowa, and is one oi three
children. He has a sister, Mrs. :'lIar:' E.
Gristey, of Miami, Indian Territory: and one
brother, William Henry, of Prescott. \\ ash
ington. His father, Samuel D., was born an(~
reared in Wheeling, West Virginia. and Ila,
one of the pioneer settlers of Muscatine countl.

I· d f 'ncr thenceIowa where he Ive orty years, gOI '" 'II
' \\a ato Kansas in 1872. In 1877 he came to k

\Valla. and at the time of the Indian ontbrea
. . h turned towas at Camas Pralne. He t en re

. al11e west
his Ka!,~as hOI?e. In 1884 h.e agam C _ketch.
on a VISit to hiS son, the subject of t~llS '. his
and while here died, being at the time mtller

ch • mo •sixty-third year. Mr. Flet er 5
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_ (Overman) Fletcher, a native of High
Su,an- . I . d d
I· 1conntv OhIO, a so IS ea .
an' . '. f d . I tMr. Fletcher IS a :nan o. e ~c:tlOn.a a-
. I1ts l1'lving received hIS trammg m the

talllllle ., , C I 0
ar schools and Mohaska 01 ege, at s-<rra111111 . .kI sa Iowa. He went WIth hiS father to

S
" 0°';11'1'11 Johnson county, Kansas, and in 1880
pnn", ' d

he went to Leadville, Colorado, and engage
in 111ining. On C?etober 21, 1881,.he was mar
ried to Miss Carne Allen, whose blrt~placewas
. \\;averlv Iowa. Mrs. Fletcher s grand-
In . , C I' f . .
f;]ther. Samuel Fisher, went to a I orma m
1849 and after a short stay returned home.
L;]ter he went from \Visconsin again. to t~e
<raid fields of California and there remamed till
his death ,,,hich resulted from disease of the,
lun<rs. He had married Miss Annie Marie
\Ya~1ard. a native of Batavia, New York. She
died at Homer, Iowa, where she was an early
settler. She had been a devoted Christian all
her hfe and did much for the poor and sick.
.\t her death, loving and grateful friends
erected a monument to her memory. Mrs.
Fletcher's father, Thomas C. Allen, was born
;'iol"e111ber 5. '1829, and died November 24,
J862. at Benton Barracks, St. Louis. He was
a marble cutter and married Harriett M. Allen,
\rho "as born March 23, 1839, near Laporte,
Indiana, anel died at \Vilbur, October 28, 1903·
Their marriage occurred November 8, 1855,
and to them three children were born, Henry
:\.. Jlrs. Fletcher, and Francis M.

In the spring of 1882 M1. Fletcher removed
to Waitsburg, Washington, and engaged in the
hotel bnsiness, and the following year he
bought his present farm near Sherman. He
has besides this property a handsome home in
1lllbnr. two choice lots in Spokane, and a
half interest in a paying mine, known as the
Lel:OI , near Keller, vVashington..
, fo?vIr. and Mrs. Fletcher have been born

eight chilclren.-Clarence, Blanche D .. Samuel
D. Byron, Zelia, Josie, Clifton. and Florence.
. Mr. Fletcher is a member of the W. of W.
~~a~ernity. and el.der .in the Presbyterian church.

,hlch hIS wIfe IS also a member. Upon
c~ml11g to Sherman, the Fletchers found neither
clurch nor School there so they opened their
own hons t 1 h ' .

l eo Jot. They orgamzed a Sunday
5Clo01 )f I' ht I . ( W 11C Mrs. Fletcher was superin-
en, ent and I h . .

tl ' . ater t ey were mstrumental m
le erect f

bUilt in Ion 0 a ~welve hundred dollar church,
1897, w1th a present membership of

16

•

seventy-five. The church was organized by
Rev. Arthur B. Coart, with an original mem
bership of ten. The church now has a Y. P.
S. C. E. with a membership of seventy-five.

Mr. Fletcher is one of the useful and sub
stantial citizens of his county.

•••

GEORGE W. SHERMAN who at the
present time is a leading merchant of Sherman,
is a man of substantial qualities and wealth
as is evidenced by a review of his career which
is appended herewith..

George \V. Sherman was born in Jackson
countY,\Vest Virginia on the banks of the
Ohio river. His parents were Isaac B. and
Samaria (McClenathan) Sherman, natives of
Massachusetts. The mother was born on N0
vember I, 1805, in Palmer, of the Old Bay
State. The father went to Virginia with his
family and bought land for twelve and one
half cents per acre and became very wealthy.
He followed farming all his life. The mother
was a school teacher when sixteen years of age,
being engaged thus in Ohio. Our subject went
with the balance of the family to Ohio when
eight years of age and there receiyed his edu
cation in the common schools. He came to
Kansas in 1870 and for five years was occupied
in tilling the soil. In 1875, ,,-e find him ip.
Seattle and later he went to \Valla \Valla where
he again gave his attention to farming for a
time. As early as September, 1881. Mr. Sher
man came to Lincoln county and after due
search, settled where Sherman now stands. He
established the postoffice 'and was the first in
cumbent of the office. His attention was largely
given to farming for a time and later he
launched into the commercial world. For
fourteen years, he was the obliging and popu
lar postmaster and in addition to these duties
continued to improve his' farm and handle his
merchandise. He is now one of the wealthy
men and has t11e confidence and good' will of
all.

Mr. Sherman has one sister, Amanda M.
and two half sisters, Sallie and Elizabeth. He
also has two half brothers, Lyman Stedman
and Henrv C. Sherman. Mr. Sherman has al-

•
ways taken an active interest in building up
Lincoln county and in political matters is found
allied with those principles which are for the
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development and protection of all. He has
never embarked on the matrimonial sea, being
content with the quiter joys of the celibatarian.

•••
THEODORE BODEAU is a very pros

perous hardware merchant of Govan, Wash
ington. He has a most excellent trade on ac
count of his industry and uprightness and has
the respect of every citizen in the community.

Theodore Badeau was born in the Grand
Dukedom of Luremburg, on April 10, 1854,
the son of Charles and Mary Badeau, natives
of Luxemburg. The father was an agricul
turist there and a man of excellent standing.
The schools of Luxemburg furnished the edu
cational training for Theodore and when of the
proper age he was apprenticed to learn the
carpenter trade which he followed after that
for a number of years. In 1872, he came to
Minnesota, where he engaged in farming. In
1881, he settled in what is now Lincoln coun
ty, being one of the very first pioneers of that
section. He took a preemption and later added
by purchase until he now owns nine hundred
acres of excellent wheat land. This large prop
erty makes a handsome income annually. Mr.
Badeau is one of the wealthy and influential
citizens of the county. In 1891, he retired from
the farm, rented the same, and moved to Govan
where he established a large hardware store.
He has a large and well assorted stock and does
a thriving business.

In 1889, Mr. Badeau married Miss Kath
erine Ney, a native of Luxemburg, whose pa
rents dwell now on the farm. To this union
four children have been born, Alfred, Ernest,
Blanche, and Orlando. Although Mr. Badeau
has never attended. an English school, he is
very well posted in English literature and is
a master of the language.

•••
THOMAS CONNERY resides in the

north suburbs of \Vilbur, where he has the
valuable estate of three-fourths of a section.
He is considered as one of the most substantial
men of the vicinity and has certainly merited
the approval and commendation of his fellows,
both on account of the ability. shown in
'achieving success in financial ventures as well
as in manifestation of uprightness and un-

. swerving integrity, a characteristic of his walk.

Mr. Connery has done much railroad work
invariably he has received especial comm~~
and approval from the officials on aCCOunt f
his excellent and thorough work. His is t~
motto, "What is worth doing is worth 'Ie,
d . " weomg.

Thomas Connery was born in Ogdensbur
New York, the son of Michael and Catheril~'
(Meagher) Connery, natives of the good ol~
Emerald Isle, whence they sought a home in
the new worl~. The date when Mr. Connery
first saw the light was May 14, 1854, and the
good inheritance of the true Irish blood was
his 1ega~y, .which. has brought him many a
success m hIS vaned career. Our subject re
ceived his education in the schools of Milwau
kee, Wis~onsin, and succeeding those days he
began his life's work in the capacity of far~er.
Then he took up railroad work, and to his
credit it may be said that although he has
wrought in this capacity in many states of the
union and on many roads and in many differ
ent departments, still he has never held a posi.
tion in which he did not receive especial praise
from the officials in charge. In the Centen
nial year, 1876, Mr. Connery came first to \rhat
was to be the Evergreen State, but his stay at
that time was not long. He returned to his
work in other parts of the country and again
in 1882, he came to Washington. In 1893 he .
purchased a quarter section of land just out
side of Wilbur and settled to build a home. He
has succeeded admirably and now has the fine
estate mentioned above. In addition to thiS,
Mr. Connery' has property in Tacoma, Port
Angeles, Puget City, and in other locahties,
He has seen much of the world and has been
wise in his investments in various sections.

In 1889, at Tacoma, Mr. Connery married
Miss Nora, daughter of Darby and Ellen
(Quinn) O'Leary, natives of Ireland, and both
deceased. Mr. Connery has two brothers,
Patrick and John. On Mr. Connery's place
is located the only plant for the manufacture

.of brick in the surrounding c~untry. Th~~:
is a large deposit of fire and tIle clay on bed
farm, which is supposed to be the only
in the Big Bend country.

•••
ALMON J SMITH is noW the e~cient
.' .h' h 15 one

and popular postmaster at Gova~, w IC county.
of the desirable sections of Lmcoln



,

HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY. 243

H handles also a good mercantile establish
e t carrying a well assorted stock of gen

::~ ~erchandise, such as is c~l1e~ f~r in t~e
ounding country. Mr. Smith s WIsdom m

:~rrcommercial world and his skil1ful buying
h e'e placed before his patrons the best that
c:~ be procured at the price which competes

'I'th the large centers of commerce. He has
" . . h1ad many years of expenence m t e mercan-
t;le world and the result is that he is wel1 posted
and a master in his business.

Almon ]. Smith was born in Michigan, in
1850 , the son of T. P. and Sal1ie (Woods)
Smith natives of New York The father was

" .a minister In the BaptIst church and preached
the O'ospel for years, being highly esteemed

b O'and a man of influence. ur subject was edu-
cated in the common schools of Michigan and
aiter the days of that training wer,e done, he
engaged in farming in the \Volverine State.
Later we see him in Minneapolis where he
filled the position of salesman in one of the
large department stores. Two years were thus
spent, and in 1888 Mr. Smith came west to
Lincoln county, being one of the pioneers of
the county. He soon selected land and took
a homestead and then turned his attention to
commercial life again. He was engaged in
one of the stores of Wilbur for a number of
years, and in 1.897, he opened his present busi
ness in Govan. His was the first store in the
tOlrn and the following year he was appointed
postmaster, which position he is stil1 fil1ing
\I'Ith acceptability. Mr. Smith does a good
la.rge business and is one of the prosperous men
ot the country.

The marriage of Mr:. Smith occurred when
Miss Elizabeth Tucker became his bride and
to them have been born two children, Mrs.
~[ary ,Thompson, and Mrs. Lettie Scott. Mrs.

mlth s parents are John and Elizabeth
(Jefferes) Tucker, who came from England.

--.........---
MATHIAS J. KELLEY.. This gentle

man IS a well respected and capable agricul-
tunst ",I, 'd bo ., 0 resl es a ut three mIles north-
Irest f W'I
th

,rom I bur on land he secured through
e nght .h' 1 ot purchase. Mr. Kel1ey has devoted

t~mse f steadily to farming since he came to
q~S county in 1898 and has a good place of one
of arter section, well improved and productive

good crops.

Mathias J. Kelley was born in Sullivan
county, Missouri, on August 17, 1862, the son
of Hon. P. J. and Sarah J. (Warr,en) Kelley.
The mother was born in Missouri, while the
father was born in Lee county, Virginia, in
1837. He migrated with his people to Mis
souri when a child and at the breaking out of the
Civil War enlisted in Company C, First Mis
souri Cavalry, but was forced to take his dis- '
ch?-rge on account of a wound. He crossed
the plains in 1865 and made settlement near:
Walla Wal1a. Here he accumulated a large
amount of property and then removed to Mil
ton, Oregon, where he is living at the present
time, the owner of a fine estate of both town
and country property. He is a prominent citi
zen and has been chosen by his acquaintances
to represent his district in the state legislature,
where he acquitted himself in keeping with his
wisdom and ability manifested through a long
and successful career. Mathias J. was edu
cated in the public schools of the state of
Oregon and then began to assist his father
on the farm. For a number of years he was
occupied thus and finally in 1898 he came
thence to his present place, which he purchased,
and settled to farming.

In 1892, Mr. Kelley married Miss Mary,
daughter of Wil1iam W. and Anna E. (Jones)
Davies, who was born in Walla \Valla county,
on April 17, 1873. The parents are of Welch
descent and her father now' resides in Cali
fornia and the mother died in 1879. To Mr.
and Mrs. Kelley there haye been born four
children. Claud H., Lloyd H., Susie G., and
Hugh H.

• • •

DAMIAN WAGNER is certainly to be
classed as one of the early pioneers of Lincoln
county, since he located here in 1883, over
twenty years ago. He has labored assiduously
since those early days of settlement in al1 the
stages of development through which the
country has passed, ever doing wel1 his part
in development and upbuilding as a capable and
faithful citizen. Mr. Wagner now dwel1s about
six miles south from Wilbur where he has a
magnificent estate of eight hundred acres. The
nucleus of this was taken as a homestead and a
timber culture claim in the days when the coy
otes were the chief companions of the hardy
pioneers who weathered the rebuffs of nature
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to bring under the pale of civilization this fer
tile country. Mr. Wagner wrought with wis
dom and continuity of purpose and the result
is that he is now one of the highly respected
citizens, possessed of a fine competence, and a
man of influence.

Damian Wagner was born in Baden, Ger
many, on May 27, 1845, being the son of
Leanhard and Katherine (Wagner) Wagner,
both natives of Germany. The former came
to IlIinois when our subject was an infant and
there the father was soon recognized as one
of the prominent men as he had been in his
native land. Our subject received his early
education iu Belville, IlIinois, and at the time
of the outbreak of the Civil War, he enlisted
in Company H, Ninety-seventh Illinois, being
in the Thirteenth Army Corps of the Second
Brigade. He served with distinction under
General Andrews in the Mobile and Red River
Campaigns and at the close of the war re
ceived an honorable discharge. He then gave
his attention to the quieter occupation of till
ing the soil in Illinois, then came on to Mis
souri, and finally in 1883, as stated above, he
located in Lincoln county, \Vashington. In
addition to general farming, Mr. \Vagner gives
considerable attention to raising first class
blooded stock and has a fine herd at the present
time.

In Missouri, in 1874, Mr,. \Vagner married
Miss Christine' Beck, a native of Germany,
and to them have been born the following
children, Katherine, Caroline Drumheller,
George, Ledwine, Lenhard, Annie, deceased,
Robert, deceased, Charles, 'deceased, and
Frank.

•••

WILLIAM J. VANSKIKE was born in
Kentucky, on August 3, r865, being the son
of Samuel and Jane (Lyle) Vanskike, natives
respectively of Missouri and Kentucky. The
father was a veteran of the Civil \Var and
brought his family to Walla Walla when our
subject was a child. In that city William J.
was educated and remained until 1890 when
he moved to the vicinity of \Vilbur. After
prospecting the country thoroughly, Mr. Van
skike purchased a section of land where he now
resides about fQur miles northwest from Wil
bur and immediately set himself to the p:eas
ant task of making a home. He has :Ie :om-

plished this in a commendable manner anel'!.
a very valuable and pleasant place. NIr \i '"5
skike has given .his entire attention to t;,.,' i~~:
provement of hiS estate and to general f
ing since coming here and is one of the :;~
ful and successful wheat producers of the' H;~
Bend country. '
. In r893, Mr. Vanskike married Miss Rub"
da~ghter of ~ra~k and Mary (Wilson) Hi(e:
natives of III11101S, where Mrs. Vanskike \Va
born al~o. The fruit of ~he marriage has be~
one child, Carl E. It IS of interest to note
that when Mr. Vanskike came to Lincoln
county his assets were less than nothing he
being in debt; but owing to his energy and the
wise management of the resources here, he has
accumulated a fine property and a good com
petence.

• • •

ROBERT H. BANDY, who is one of the
heavy real estate owners of the count" of
Lincoln, is also one of its most substantiai and
capable citizens. He has won for himself the
distinction of carrying unsullied the priceless
legacy from worthy ancestors of a good name
and a high sense of the responsibilities of his
stewardship in this world. He is a son oi the
Old North State, and his birth occurred on
April r7, r856. The parents are Rufus and
Letty E. (Abernathy) Bandy, natives also of
North Carolina, being 'descended from promi·
nent and wealthy planters. The father sened
with distinction in the Civil War under Lee.
During the war his property was largel\' de
stroyed and as the schools were neglected. our
subject had little opportunity to gain the edu·
cational trainincr that is available usuall\' to theh .t , .

rising generations in this land. Owing to tms,
he was forced to gain by personal app1:catJOn

and by constant' reading the information 1\'1(h

which he is so welI fortified at this time, \;
the age of twenty, he purchased a plal1t~tlOno

. . I I'h1e11two hundred acres to the cultlvatlon 0' '

he devoted himself with energy and wischrn.
B ,r!vIn 1888 the western fever attacked Mr. J\

and the only cure was to cOIfle to the ferl l ~
region of Lincoln county. He soon sel~ct~
land where he now lives, two miles west tro (
Wilbur, and which is now one of the elegal1

d
and valuable estates 'of Lincoln county, a~
which is handled with becoming wisdom. Iv ~
Bandy has in this farm fourteen hundred acr
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of fertile \I·heat land and. also owns other prop
. The nucleus of hiS estate was taken as

e~~~rnment land, the good old homestead ri~ht
~in()" utilized to secure the same. He has Im-

~d his estate well and has an elegant home.
pro~n 1877, while still in North Carolina, Mr.
Bandv married Miss Amy E., daughter of
~lal"C~lS and Betsy E. (Keener) Beal, planters
~i ;\orth Carolina. Mrs. Bandy was born in
that state and has shared the successes of her,
husband along the journey of life until the
present, being a true helpmeet in ach;eving
their goodly competence. To them have been
born the following named children: George. a
pharmacist in Wilbur and proprietor of a first
class drug store; Mary A. Johnson; William
G,; Edward; and Robert E. Mr. Bandy has
gil'en'his children the advantage of a good edu
cation, thus fortifying them for the batt!e I)f
liie in exceptionally good manner.

• ••

FRED VAN BUREN who lives about
four miles northwest from \Vilbur is one of
the industrious and progressive agriculturists
of Lincoln county. He was born in Minden,
Germany on April 20, 1867, the son of Chris
tian and Caroline (Shirfner) Van Buren. na
tll'es of Germany. He was educated at his
home place until fourteen, when he came to
Peoria, IlIinois. He landed there with five
dollars in his pocket and was soon at work
o~ a fann for wages. In 1885, he came to
\\alla Walla where he continued work on the
farm for three years, then he went to Baker
(Ity, Oregon, and bought a farm which occu
pied IllS attentlOn for some time and later was
sold, It was 1892 when he came to Lincoln
county and bought half a section of land where
he now resides, From that time until the pres
est, Mr. Van Buren has given his attention toihe improvement of his estate and to general
o~r~~lg. having now one of the valuable places

h' is part of the country. He has shown
Imself t b h .f .

. 0 eat f1 ty and wise farmer deserv-
1I1g the est d .h' eem an credit generously accorded
i~m by his fellow citizens. It is very gratify-

B
g to see the fine competence that Mr. Van
Uren has . d . ..co ,game Slpce he started 111 thiS new
untrv wi th I h .I . ess t an Sixty-five dollars.

Mar~ ~892..Mr. Van Buren married Mrs.
.. cDamel, the daughter of Michael and

Sarah (Banning) Whitesides, natives of Illi
nois, and to this union one child, Caroline,
has been born. By her former marriage, Mrs.
Van Buren' has one child, Do\\'ney.

• ••

WILLIAM STOOKEY is one of the
pioneers of Lincoln county and has shown him
self possessed of those stanch qualities of in
tegrity and energy which have wrought out
tor him in this vale a fine competence, while
his standing in the country which has grown
up around him, is of the very best.

William Stookey was born in Illinois, on
March 24, 1872, the son of Allen J. and Susan
(Louderman) Stookey, who are mentioned
elsewhere in this volume. His opportunity for
education was very limited as he came with the
family to this section when still young and the
frontier is not usually filled with schools. This
spot in Lincoln county was as well fa\'ored as
is usual, and young Stookey was enabled to
secure a few weeks of educational drill during
some winters. The rest of his time was spent
in handling the farm work with his father and
later in life he worked the estate for his father.
Being guided by sound wisdom and the' coun
sels of a sagacious father, Mr. Stookey in
vested in land, buying three-fourths of a sec
tion about four miles southeast from \Vilbur,
where his home is at the present time. He has
a fine farm, good improvements, some stock,
and is a prosperous and well to do citizen, who
has the high esteem and good will of all.

In 1898, Mr. Stookey married Miss Phoebe,
daughter of John and Susan (Waters) Mc
Carty, natives of Pennsylvania and Illinois, re
spectively. The father was a pioneer to Illi
nois and a substantial citizen. To Mr. and
Mrs, Stookey two children have been born,
Trilby L., and Allen V.

•••

LAURS NELSEN is one-of the good sub
stantial farmers of Lincoln county who have
made it what it is today, one of the banner
counties of the west. Like those who do in
stead of dream, Mr. Nelsen has taken hold
with his hands and made for himself a good
home place and competence in this favored re-

•glOn.
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•••

Laurs Nelsen was born in Denmark, on
July 12, 1849, being the son of Nels and Anna
(Andersen) Lorensen, natives of Denmark.
The father was a citizen of prominence and
held various offices of trust in his native coun
try. Our subject received his educational
training from the public schools of his native
country and as soon as his time with the days
of school study were over he gave his entire
attention to handling his father's farm, where
he had also been engaged during the interims
from his studies. At the age of twenty-five,
Mr. Nelsen had saved enough from his labors
so that he was warranted in purchasing his
father's farm, which he did. The old home
stead then became his property and it was his '
home until 1892, when he sold and came to
this country. After due search in various por
tions of the west, he decided to take a home
stead in Klickitat county, in this state, and
there he toiled with varying success until 1899,
when he came to Lincoln county and here
took up farming. He is located about three
miles west from Wilbur and has a good place.

In 1875, while still in Denmark, Mr. Nel
sen married Miss Mary Sorensen, daughter of
Soren and Meta M. (Miller) Rasmusan, na
tives of Denmark, where also Mrs. Nelsen was
born and reared. To this marriage the fol
lowing children have been born, Nels, Soren,
Marie, Anna, Christina, Hansena, and Mary.

--------------------:-------------------..

a homestead as the nucleus of his present fi
S · h . I h neestate. mce t at time le as labored h

'h' . ~Wit ..crowmng success as mentIOned abow. In
additIOn to that, Mr. Bean has won the estee
and confidence of all who know his l1pri"h~
ness and excellent qualities. b

. On February 14, 1881, Mr. Bean married
MIss Francma, the daughter of \Villial11 and
Katherine (Stookey) Lion, wealthy and pros
perous citizens of Illinois, where also they were
born. Mrs. Bean has the following brothers
and sisters, Haskel, Harley, Ira, Robert. Les
ter, Charles, Laura Cramer, Lella Brown
Maranda and Pearl. Mr. Bean has three broth:
ers, Marion, Joseph, Robert, and one sister.
Ethel. To Mr. and Mrs. Bean have been born
the following children: Ray, Roy W., Ethel.
Grace, Ina May, and Blanche V.

Mr. and Mrs. Bean had their full share oi
the strenuousness needed to endure and brare
the life of the pioneer. They drove to their
claims with t\\'o yoke of oxen, carrying their
provision from Cheney, which town aftemard
became their trading point, and is distant
eighty-five miles.' For five years they hauled
all the water needed on the farm, a distance oi
five miles, in barrels. The squirrels were their
enemies and drove many of the settlers array
from the county. For three years Mr. Bean
lived with his family in a log cabin t\"eIre ieet
square, with dirt floor, and thatched fOoL De·
spite all these hardships they persevered and
have become leading and wealthy people oj the
country.

]. N. JASPER BEAN is certainly to be
commended for the wisdom: and thrift that
has given him his real estate in Lincoln county.
He resides about four miles west from \Vilbur
and owns two thousand acres of excellent
wheat land. The estate is well supplied with
commodious and substantial buildings and im
proved in a becoming manner.

Our subject was born in McDonough coun
ty, Illinois, on April 20, 1857, being the son of
Marvel and Amelia (White) Bean, natives of
I1Iinois. They are very wealthy and prominent
people in their section of I1Iinois. Jasper was
educated in Colchester in his native state and
had the misfortune of losing his mother while
an infant. After his school days were finished,
he began farming in Illinois and remained at
the same until 1883. In that year, he sold his
place and came to his present location, taking

•••

HANS HANSEN has an excellent iarll1
about five miles northwest from Sherman. He
is one of the early settlers of this part of Lin·
coIn county and has shown commendable Ill

dustry and tenacity in his labors he;e Sillce.
Mr. Hansen has one of the finest larms 111
this vicinity. He took part of the land as a
homestead in 1886 and has added since by pur·
chase until he has a large estate and the IlI1

f
'

h· 0provements upon it have made 1m one
the most handsome places here. Mr. Hansell
has displayed excellent wisdom an~ taste ~ll
improving his farm and the result IS that e
has a home place in which he may take pardon·

able pride. . ' 011
Hans Hansen was born In Denmark.

. . fH~January 16, 1848, bemg the son a
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a native of Denmark. The mother
Laursen, . f 1
of our subject was also a

h
,:atlve. 0 l~fle shame

tr" and thev spent t elr entire let ere.
coun ) , . h h 1 f h'
H

was well educated m t e sc 00 SOlSans f .
I e Place and then went to armmg, con-
lOrn d'l f .
. . 10' the same stea I y or sixteen years.

tmUU b •
It \Vas r886, when he came to the Umted
States and located ~is pr~sent pla~e and since
then he has given hlS entire attentIOn to farm
ing and stock raising. .. .

In r886, Mr. Hansen marned MISS Anna
Kelson who died in 1900· In Igor, Mr. Han
;en cOI;tracted a second marriage, Mrs. Anna
Mortensen becoming his wife at that time.
~Ir. Hansen has two step children, Camilla and
Kristian M. Kristensen. Mrs. Hansen and
her children are natives of Denmark, and all
helong to the Lutheran church. Mr. Hansen
is a man of integrity and has the esteem of.
his fellow citizens.

•••

JOHN McNEIL is one of the industrious
farmers residing about four. miles northwest
of Sherman. He was born in Quebec, Canada,
on February 14, 1866, being the son of Alex
ander and Mary (Cameron) McNeil. The
former was a native of Scotland and came to
Canada when a young man and the mother was
a native of Canada. Coming thus of good
stanch Scotch parents, our subject was well
fortified for the battles of life. He received
a good common school education in Canada
and then engaged in the lumber business. He
follO\yed thatsteadily until r885 when he came
to Spokane. After locating in this western
country, he decided to take up lumbering again
and followed that for some time, after which
he took a homestead near Sherman the first
filing being in r886. After settling' upon the
place, Mr. McNeil gave his attention to im
proving his farm and now it may be said that
he has one of the excellent home places in this
~art of Lincoln county. .Buil;Iings, fenc:s, and
. ther. Improvements are III eVidence. HIS farm
IS well culti vated and he is known as one of the
prosperous men of this section. It is to his
credit to say that when he came here he had
very little means but now has a goodly com
petence, owing to his thrift and wisdom.
f Our Subject had his share of the depriva
\:.~~ and hardships during the pioneer days

all supplies had to be transported from

Spokane, eighty miles away, and wheat sold
at seventeen cents per bushel. By perseverance
and industry, he weathered the storms, how
ever, and now, with the other substantial ones
of this country, he is permitted to enjoy the
rich rewards of his labors. Mr. McNeil has
one sister, who with his mother, resides with
him. The latter. is eighty-two years of age.
His father died in r901. Mr. McNeil is a
member of the K. P. and the W. W.

•••

ALLEN J. STOOKEY, who resides about
four miles east from \Vilbur is not only one of
the hardy pioneers of this portion of what is
now Lincoln county, but is also one of the
heaviest real estate owners in this section and
a prosperous and highly respected citizen. He
was born in Illinois, on April 23, 1843, the son
of Elijah and Jane (Parker) Stookey, natives
and pioneers of Ohio. The father followed
farming and was an influential man in his
regions. Our subject was educated in his na
tive state and farmed with his father after the
days of school life were over. He was occu
pied there until 1883, the year in which he
made his journey west. After due investiga
tion, he selected the spot where he now lives
and soon had used his government rights of
pre-emption, homestead, ami timber culture.
On account of there being no means of trans
portation in this portion of the country, there
was no market, so Mr. Stookey went to work
at carpentering at \Vilbur and other points.
His nearest neighbor was William Condin,
who is better known as "\iVild Goose Bill." a
noted pioneer character of the Big Bend coun
try. All supplies at this time had to be brought
from Spokane and Cheney and it took a num
ber of days to make the trip. Although it was
difficult some times to make a livelihood, still,
Mr. Stookey plodded along improving his es
tate and preparing for the times when he was
certain that the products of the soil would find
a ready market. He had great faith in the
country and always bought real estate as he
had opportunity, and now, when the Big Bend
country is r.ecognized as one of the most fav
ored and wealthiest portions of the great state
of Washington, his wisdom is recognized and
he is the fortunate enjoyer. of the magnificent
estate which he has acquired. He owns sev-
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eral thousand acres of valuable wheat land and
it is improved with the same sagacity and good
judgment that caused its acquirement. His
residence is one of the most comfortable and
valuable homes in the country and all other im
provements are in proportion.

In 1868, Mr. Stookey married Miss Susan
Louderman, a native of Illinois. Mrs. 'Stook
ey's father, John Louderman, was a native of
Ohio. To Mr. and Mrs. Stookey five children
have been born, Mrs. Nola Grinstead, Seth,
William, Emma Alderson and Carrie Howell,
the last two deceased. Seth was educated in
the Cheney normal and on October 7, I<JOO,

married Miss Minnie Partridge of Missouri.
He is now farming with his father. Mr.
Stookey has two brothers, Thomas J. and AI
fr,ed E., and two sisters, Rebecca J. Hunt, and
Mariette Morris. Mrs. Stookey has three
brothers and one sister, Phillip, Charles,
George, and Mary Sawyer. Mr. Stookey al
ways takes a keen interest in political matters
and has served his county as commissioner. and
also was an official in various positions in Iili-

•nOls.
•••

JAMES JESSE COLE, a native of Wash
ington county, Virginia, is a type of the true
southern gentleman, tr.ansplanted to northern
soil. His high sense of honor, integrity, and
wisdom have made him one of the respected
citizens of this section, and his holdings are the
result of his arduous labors and practical
wisdom.

James J. Cole was born on September 12,

1854, the son of Andrew and Polly (James)
Cole. natives of Virginia, and prominent peo
ple of Washington county. James Cole, the
paternal grandfather of our subject, was one of
the first settlers in Washington county. The
father was a veteran of the Confederate service.
Our subject received a liberal training in the
public schools and labored with his father until
twenty-one, when he started for himself in the
battle of life. In 1875, he landed in Douglas
county, Oregon, and there wrought as a farm
hand until 1879, when he journeyed to Walla
Walla, continuing labor there as before. In the
spring of 1880, in company with Newt Gren
stedt, Thomas Cooper. and J. C. Cole, our sub
ject's brother, James J. Cole came to what is
now Lincoln county and selected land in the

Brents country, this party being the first set
tIers ~here. Finding their. land .unsurveved
they hIred a surveyor who laId the hnes and the'
squatted on the land and went to work. for Y
few years our subject was obliged each yea

a

to go and labor in the harvest fields of Wall:
"yalla for money to purchase the winter'S sup
plies, but he soon began to gain a better retur
from the new homestead and in addition to th~
land secured by government rights, Mr. Cole
has purchased since, as the years have gone bv
until in the home estate he has eight hundred
acres all under. one fence. In another place he
has a section of fine wheat land and all this larae
amount is either utilized for the production ~f
cereals or for pasture. His residence is a
commodious and valuable structure tastefully
set and surrounded with all the accessory build'.
ings needed on a large farm., Mr. Cole is leader
in this part of the county and is a man to \\'hom
all look as exemplifying both sound wisdom and
upright principles and whose labors hare re
ceived the crown of unbounded success.

In 1874, Mr. Cole married Miss Mattie E..
daughter of Levi and Nancy J. (Houston)
Herren, natives of Virginia and Tennessee.
respectively. The father died while in serric.e
in the Civil \Var, but the mother is no\\' (llrell
ing in Virginia. Mrs. Cole was born in Wash
ington county, Virginia, on October 9. J85~.

\Vhile Mr. and Mrs. Cole have no children of
their own, they are raising a nephell'. amI
niece. Roy and Cordie Debord. Mr. Cole is a
member of the I. O. O. F. and the A. F. & :\,
M. He and his wife have always been found
on the side of all measures that have tended to
build up the country and bring about a better
condition both as to schools and other import
ant advancements.

•••

HENRY R. NESTOSS resides about four
miles northeast from Wilbur upon a fine es
tate that he has acquired through purchase and
to the improvement and cultivation of 1r!;Jch
he has devoted himself since 1890. }VIr. :-;es
toss is to be classed with the prosperous and
well to do farmers of Lincoln county. .

Hen1"iY Nestoss was born in NOflray. II;
1854, being the son of Reginald and Sheldah
Nestoss, natives of Norway. As soon as J;e
had arrived at the years for training 1n stl1( Y
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lI1enced studying in the public schools
he com , d' h '1. ~' nrav and contillue III t e same unt!
ot ;,0 • d" f h, t' rears of age, spen 109 portIOns 0 eac
!I\en ~ . . 'f h . dd" Wh" assistmg hiS at er 10 a tt!on. enrear n . .
, t\' ,'ears old Mr. Nestoss determmed tol\ren ,. ,
trr hi; fortune in the New World arid accord
, '0'11' came to Iowa. Three years were spent
nJ~ . . h f f hthere in labonng on t e arm or ,wages, t en
he came to ~orth ~akota where he farmed for
thirteen years. havlllg taken a homestead when
he first came there. In, 18gJ, he sold this prop
ertr and came west to the more salubrious c1i
rna'le of central Washington, and after; due
search and investigation decided to .purchase
the land \I'here he now lives and since that
time his home has been here.

In 1887, Mr. Nestoss married Miss Lena
Olson. and to them have been born three chil
dren. }Iabel, Oscar and Emma.

•••
T. E. ERIKSEN. a thrifty agriculturist,

\rho (hells about seven miles north from Wil- ,
bur. is also a man of influence in the political
realm of the county, where he has done much
excellent work of a reformatory nature.

T. E. Eriksen was born in Denmark, in
J8S-j. the son of Erik and Carrie (Therkelsen)
Kelson. nati,'es of Denmark. The education
of our subject was acquired from the common
schools and \\'hen eighteen he bade farewell to
his friends and native land and came to the
rnited States. He spent some time in Illinois
later journeyed to California. and then cam~
to Walla Walla and settled. In 1881 he came
to the line of the Northern Pacific then being
mnstructed: He was occupied in railroading
for some time and in 1883 came to Lincoln
COunty taking a homestead where he now re
:Ides.. Since then. Mr. Eriksen has been giv
mg hIS attention to the improvement and cul-
tl\'atlo fl' .n 0 lIS estate, except some vears when
he has resided in Spokane. .

I In 1901 Mr. Eriksen married Miss Lura
(aucyhter f R' . '
.) 0 ev. LClcester and Sarah (Fleld-
M~s i 1!en. residents of Tipso, Washington,
tl' \v nk.sen was born in Loyal, Clarke coun
th; ashl1lgton, and has three brothers and
res~' sls~ers: .Arthur, Guy, and Warren, all

. Illg I1l thiS state' Anna residing \'n Illi-nOlS' Lil!" . ' ,
I'ngt' Ie. 111 \,\lIsconsin . and Nellie in Wash-
. On. ME' " ,
Interest i~ r.. :Iksen has always taken a great

polItical matters and has done'some

meritorious work in the Populist movement
and the anti-saloon campaign. He was in
strumental in getting the first labor hall built
in eastern Washington and was a member of
the Trades Council from 1889 to IB9r, and
during this time was an ardent advocate of the
ownership of the water works, electric lights,
street railway system, and so forth in the city
of Spokane. Mr. Eriksen offered a motion
to instruct the delegates from Lincoln county
to vote for the initiative and referendum and
he could not get a second.

At the next convention he secured a sec
ond to the motion and the third year he secured
its passage.

Mr. Eriksen has the following named
brothers and sisters: N. A., a teacher; c., a
teacher; S., an attorney; ]., a manufacturer;
Carrie, a teacher of Greek; all residing in
Denmark; K, a decorator and painter, in Mil
waukee; F., a blacksmith, in Ballard, Wash
ington; and Nlrs. J. Petersen, of Spokane.
Hence it is worthy of remark that Mr. Eriksen
is connected by blood to the powers which en
lighten and bring about progress. His brother,
J. Eriksen, now operating a furniture factory
in Denmark, so, wisely manipulated his af
fairs that in a large and extended labor trouble'
he was enabled to keep his factory going
smoothly.

• ••

SIMON P. JENSEN resides about two
miles north of Wilbur on one of the finest es
tates in this par.t of Washington. He was
born in Vaida, Denmark, on August 5, 1863,
the son of Jens and Anna (Christensen) Nil
son, natives of Denmark. After a good educa
tion in the common schools of his own coun
try, Mr. Jensen came to Portland, Oregon, and
was employed there for a time and in r886,
took a homestead in Klickitat county, \i\Tashing
ton. After proving up on this, he sold it and
then came to Wilbur and bought a section of
land. Later he bought three-fourths of a sec
tion more, making him in all over a thousand
acres of good wheat land. \i\Then Mr. Jensen
landed in America he was without money but
by his industry and ability has amassed a com-'
fortable fortune and built an elegant home.
His residence is one of the finest in Lincoln
county and is a credit to his thrift and excel
lent judgment.
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In 1897, Mr. Jensen married Miss Edith,
daughter of John and Christina (Sorensen)
Matsen, natives of Denmark. Mrs. Jensen was
born in Denmark, on September 19, 1880, and
came with her parents to Klickitat county,
Washington, in 1888. To them three children
have been born, Albert, Kenneth, and Rasco.
Mr. Jensen is a member of the Odd Fellows
and an ex-president of the Danish Brotherhood.
The example that Mr. Jensen has set for in
dustry and sagacity is excellent and the reward
that he has reaped in his large estate and ele
gant home are justly his. Mr. and Mrs. Jensen
ar.e highly esteemed members of society and
have a host of friends.

•••

NELS H. HAGEN, who lives about one
mile northwest from \Vilbur, is one of the
popular and progressive farmers of this por
tion of Lincoln county and has hosts of friends,
being a genial man possessed of good princi
ples and industry. He was born in Norway,
on April 23, 1849, the son of Hans N. and
Mary T. (Skabo) Hagen, natives of Norway.
Our subject was educated in the schools of
Norway and in 1870, came with his parents
to \Visconsin. He was there engaged at var
ious industries until 1877, when he moved to
Polk county, 'Wisconsin and bought a farm.
For eleven years, he tilled this property and
then came to Wilbur and bought his present
place. He has a half section of fine land which
he has improved with buildings, fences and so
forth, it being one of the well kept places of the
county. \Vhen Mr. Hagen came to this coun
try, he was unable to speak or, write in English
but applied himself so thoroughly through per
sonal efforts, having no time to attend the Eng
lish schools, that he mastered the English
language, being able to speak and write the
same fluently and correctly.

On June 11, 1878, Mr. Hagen married
Miss Martha Nelson, daughter of Nels and
Annie L. (Nessheim) Stalheim, natives of
Norway. To them one child has been born,
Herman N. Mrs. Hagen is a native of Nor
way. Mr. Hagen is commander of the Colum
bian tent number 65 at Wilbur.

For eleven years after filing on his pr,esent
pla~e, Mr. Hagen wrought at carpentering,
whIch trade he had learned previously.

Through thrift and wise handling of the
sources of the country he and his wife Ire.. la~

gamed a fine competence and are now
. d . h f' f h . per.mltte to enJOY t e rUlts 0 t elr labor in tl

good things of life. Ie

• ••

CHARL~S A. PHILL~PS is the post.
master at \Vllbur, where he IS also one of the
leading business men in the commercial realm.
He is a man who commands the respect and
wins the esteem of all who know him, owina to
his uprightness, his business ability, and\s

,geniality. He was born in Polk county, Ore.
i gon, on August 30, 1854, the son of John and
I Elizabeth (Hibbard) Phillips. The father
I was born in Worcestershire, Englanel, learned
, the cabinet maker's trade and in 1835 came to

New York, whence he went to Apalachicola,
! Florida and did work on the Catholic mission

churches there. Thence he went to Kell' Or·
I leans in 1839 and the:-e ~arrjed El~zabeth Rib·
I bard. Next we see hIm 111 St. LOUIS, l\IISSOUfi.

and in 1845 he crossed the plains with ox-teams
to Polk county. He took a donation claim and
gave his attention to farming. The mother of
our subject was born in Shaftesbury, England.
on July 17, 1820, came to New Orleans in
1839, was married on February II, of that year
and went to St. Louis, Missouri. From that
point she came with her husband across the
plains. Our subject was educated in Bishop
Scott's school at Portland and in the \"ilia·

I mette University, then turned his attention to
! teaching. Later he was editor on the SJi\'er·
I ton Appeal, a paper in the valley, and in 1893
~. Phillips came to Woodburn, <?regon, en·
gaging there in the mercantile bus111ess, The
year 1894 finds Mr. Phillips in Wilbt~r I\'here
he purchased a half interest in the Pansh )ler·

I . d
cantile Company and in 1901 he was appolllte

postmaster of the town: He has gi"en the best
of satisfaction in this capacity and has shO\rn
his ability in his business career.

The marriage of Mr. Phillips ancl ,'\nna
M. Parrish took place at Silverton. OregoI1,O~
October 12 1887.' The father of Mrs. Plulhp',

, ' . 5t ben-
James Patterson Parrish was born 111 en, I
ville Ohio on April 23' 1823. He marne<" , born
Miss Mary Fairfax Hickman, who Iyas

. • 183~
in Barnesville, Ohio, on January 1J' 1'_

h 'll' , nceslO"John Hickman, one of Mrs. P I IpS a



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

, civil engineer. and was with George
lIas a di . b L
\rashingtol1 on the expe tIon ~ent y ord

F . fa v to survey the vast terntory, then soair ~, ..
!'tIe known and now embraced In the states
Itt Kentucky and Ohio. George Washington
of'was then a boy 0 sixteen.

Mr. Phillips has the following named
brothers and sisters, J. E., Samuel, Mrs. Eliza
beth McCarty, Mrs. Mary M~rtin, Mrs. Mar
tha Richardson, Mrs. AmelIa Basey, Mrs.
Cornelia Clagget, and Mrs. Hannah Barker.
To Mr. Phillips and his estimable wife the fol
lowing children have been born, Ethel E.,
Homer c., Mattie B., and Florence M. Mr.
Phillips is a member, of the M~ons and was
one of the founders of the W. W. lodge in
Wilbur, being consul commander of the same
for years.

•••

GEORGE N. MArZGER, D. D. S., is
one of the best known professional men in
Lincoln county, having been here for more
than a decade, during which time, as before
also, he has shown himself worthy of the con
fidence of the people, both because of his in
tegrity and his ability. He is at the head of
a large practice in dentistry in \Vilbur, where
he has one of the best equipped offices in the
central part of the state. Dr. Matzger is a
man of sterling worth and is a master in his
profession.

George N. Matzger was born in Benton
county, Oregon, on August 10, 1853, the son
of Hon. William and Abigail (Allen ) Matz
ger. William Matzger was an immigrant to
Oregon in 1847, whence two years later he
went to the gold fields of California and gaiqed
wealth. Returning to Oregon, he took a dona
tIOn claim of one section on the Mary's river
and e?~aged in farming, sawmilling, and
flourml1lll1g. He introduced the first well bred
stock into that community and was a prominent
man, He was a member of the convention that
framed the constitution of Oregon and took
a prominent part in that important work. He
~emoved to Walla Walla in 1863 and spent a
D~ade there. ~e was one of the founders ?f
8yton, Washmgton and located there In

b
I 7.2, taking up the' mer.cantile and milling
usmesse H .D s. e wasappomted postmaster of

h·a)~on under Hayes and held the office until
IS eath. He was a moving spirit in the or-

ganization of Columbia county and was a
prominent man of southeastern Washington.
The mother of our subject was born in Michi
gan, of Pennsylvania Dutch stock, and crossed
the plains in 1847 with ox teams, that being
the year of her marriage. She was a true
pioneer woman and was a 'brave helpmeet to
her successful husband.

Our. subject was trained primarily in the
public schools of Walla :Walla, then entered
Whitman college the next year after its open
ing. Three years afterward he went with his
father to Dayton and took· an active part in
the business operations there instituted. Later
we find him in the National Business college of
Portland whence he graduated. then went to
merchandizing for himself. Some years later
he sold and entered a law office, and studied for
one year, but not being pleased with the pro
fession he took up dentistry under a preceptor
in Dayton. He entered the Central Univer
sity in Kentucky in 1888 and in 1890 grad
uated with the degree of Doctor of Dental Sur,
gery. He immediately repaired to Whitman
county and opened an office where he wrought
until 1892. Then came a move to Wilbur and
in this place the doctor has practiced steadily
and successfully. since.

In 1877, Dr. Matzger married Miss Etta
L., daughter of Hon. S. M. and Mary (Har
gr,ove) Wait. The father was a cousin of
Chief Justice Wait and was a pioneer to Ore
gon as was also his wife. He founded \Vaits
burg, Washington, and was a partner of our
subject's father. The following named chil
dren have been born to Dr. and Mrs. Matzger,
Alvin K., Bell, Bessie, G. Waite, Byron L. Dr.
Matzger has one brother, W. O. Matzger, and
two sisters, Mrs. Nancy E. Long, and Mrs.
Mary A. Kryger. Dr. Matzger was town
clerk of Wilbur for twelve years, and is a
prominent and influential citizen.' He is past
grand of the 1. O. O. F. and is a member of
the W. W.

•••

JUDGE E. A. HESSELTINE is a mag
nificent example of wha~ one can do when pos
sessed of determination and energy. He is
decidedly a self made man and so well has he
completed the job that he has won the respect
and confidence of all who know him. He came
to this country with practically no capital at'
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all except two good willing hands and a reso
lute purpose to carve out the future for himself.
A brief outline of Judge Hesseltine's career will
be interesting to all.

E. A. Hesseltine was born in Brown coun
ty, Kansas. on June 25, I860,being the son of
Eli and Electa A. (Frazelle) Hesseltine. The
father was born in Norway township, New
York. in 1820. He became a pioneer to Ohio
and Kansas and during the Civil War was
<Jrderly sergeant on General Lane's staff and
,\vas postmaster in Ohio for several years. In
1863 he cmssed the plains with ox teams to
California and two years later came to Oregon
and there engaged in the lumber business. He
was a prominent business man of Clackamas
~ounty and had a good trade. Our subject's
mother' was a descendant of the Earl De
Frazelle, a prominent Frenchman who served
in the Revolutionary war with General Marion.
Our subject's maternal grandfather, A. D.
Frazelle, was an early settler in Ohio where he
followed the mercantile business. Our sub
ject's mother was born in Johnston, Ohio, in
1821. Owing- to the fact that his father was
a settler on the frontier in various new coun
tries, our subject was unable to attend school
much, consequently it became necessary for him
to use his spare hours in reading and acquiring
an education which he did with such marked
success that at the age of eighteen he was
enabled to teach school. He taught part of
the year and then went to school the balance.
Later, we find him attending night school while
he was eng-aged in labor in the day time. It
was as early as 1882 that Mr. Hesseltine came
to the Big Bend country and he selected the
homestead six miles north from Wilbur. He
taught school, improved his farm and contin
ued his studies. In 1887, he went into the law
office of Turner and Forster in Spokane, con
tinuing the study of law until he was admitted
to the bar. He became expert in land law and
w;<s the first attorney to open a law office in
Wilbur. He has steadilv anplied himself to the
law since together with the oversig-ht of his
farming interests, having now several thousand
acres of valuable wheat land. He has been city
attorney for a term. and police judge for eip'ht
years. Judge Hesseltine has one of the fine
residences in Wilbur, a good library and an
extensive law practice.

In 1895, Mr. Hesseltine married Miss Car-

rie A. Woodman, who comes from a prom'
M ' h' f'l SI h ment. IC Igan ami y. le as one uncle in the
legislature and one on the bench. Mr. Bes
seltine has three brothers, Apollos HR'
dolph F., and Rudolph U. To Mr. al;d i\t
Hesseltine one child has been born, Le~ ~'
Judge Hesseltine is a member of the K. 0'
T. M. and the town of Hesseltine was named
for h!m. C?n one occa.sion trouble was reported
brewmg With the Indians. Mr. Hesseltine of.
fered his services as scout. All the male set
tlers in the Big Bend then chanced to be in
Colfax making filings, except two, and as 1I1r,
Hesseltine was new in the country, he de
termed to fin~ out the truth of the reports,
It was said Chief Moses and his band were on
the war path. However, after investigation
the Judge ascertained the rumor to be ground:
less, but this is an instance of what the Bia,
Bend settlers had to be prepared for at all
times. ..t.•

C. H. HOLMES is today one of the pro
g~essive and leading business men of Wilbur.
He stands at the head of a large agricultural
establishment which owns its existence and
present proportions to his energy and sagacity,
When he started in this business in Wilbur
he had a very small stock of goods and a lim
ited capital. By constant and careful atten
tion to business and wise handling of the re
sources, he has come te be one of the wealthy
merchants of Lincoln county. His stock of
goods will invoice better than eight thousand
dollars and shows a marked skill in anticipating
the needs of the people by its selection. Dur·
ing his business career, Mr. Holmes has mam'
fested unquestioned integrity and ability and
his standing in the community today is of the
very best. ,

C. H. Holmes was born in Sauk Rapids, 111

1864, being the son of C. C. and Mary (Co
nant) Holmes, natives of . New York and
France, respectively. The parents were mar
ried in Illinois and then came on to Ml11ne
sota where the father opened the first gene~l
merchandise establishment in Sauk Rapldt
He rose to ~ position of prominence and wealt 1,

Our subject was educated in the public scho~IS
and came west at the age of twenty-four. n
1888, we find him in Spokane whence ~le can:

e

to Wilbur and engaged variously untIl 189/'
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T. H. FARIS is the proprietor of a well
appointed livery stable in Wilbur, where he is
doing a thriving business. He was born in
Smith county, Virginia, in r868, being the son
of \\Tilsonand Mollie (Derman) Faris, na
tives of Virginia. The father served all
through the Civil war as Major and Colonel
on General Lee's staff, participating in some
of the fiercest battles of the war, as Gettys
burg, Spottsylvania, and so forth. He was an
educator by profession and a very progressive
man. Oun subject received his educational
training in the common schools of Virginia and
wrought for his father on the farm until the
time of his majority. In r889, he went to
Nebraska and there labored for three years.
After that period, he returned to Virginia and
spent five years on the old home farm. In
March, r898, Mr. Faris came to Wilbur and
bought a half section of land. He improved
it well and sold it· and then bought three-

at Deep Creek. In r88r, he and James Court
right purchased Colonel Peyton's interest in
the store, and moved the stock to Cottonwood
Springs, now Davenport, where they conducted
business one year. Mr. Nicholls then bought
out his partner and for eight years was alone.
On coming to Davenport he erected the first
hotel in the place, and purchased one hundred
and sixty acres of railroad land, which now
includes the site of Davenport. He disposed
of half this land to Colonel Peyton, and later
sold the other half. Mr. Nicholls was the first
postmaster in Davenport, and the first mayor.
Subsequently he moved on to his farm, con
taining a section and a half of land, where he
at present resides. He is interested in blooded
stock, having many fine Jerseys, and two thor
oughbred bulls. He has an orchard of one

I thousand bearing trees, a large variety of small
fruit trees, and, also, owns, in company with
Dr. Whitney, a brick block in the city of Dav
enport.

In r88r Mr. Nicholls was married to Emma
A. Edes, daughter of \\T. H. and Sophronia
(Bigelow) Edes, natives of Maine. Mr. and
Mrs. Nicholls have two children, John R., and
Myrtle. Politically he is a Republican, and
fraternally a member of the Loyal Americans,
and the Order of Pendo.

• • •

1 Ie took up the mercantile business for
I\' len 1 h b' h'. It' }\fr Holmes as a usmess t at IShunse . ". . f
. sino' very rapIdly and ItS uture success
illcrea " . '. d fin . I b'l"" . sured bv his sagacIty an ancla a I Ity.
l' ill • 8 S k R 'd M'On March 4, r88 ,at .'. au apl s, mne-
sota, Mr. Holmes married Miss Emma Walt-

n Her father, J. S. Waltman, was a phy-
rna . . M' T hsician of pmminence m mnesota. 0 t em
hare been born seven children. Harry c., Roy
B.. Byron R., Cecil E:, Ida M., Earl c., and
Syh'ia. NIr. Hol~es IS a member of .t?e W.
\r. and is highly respected. In addItion to
the business above mentioned, Mr. Holmes
O\\I1S a fine residence in Wilbur and a farm
near by.

TOHN H. NICHOLLS, residing one mile
sOl1iheast of Davenport, Lincoln county, is en
gaged in gel}eral farming, stock raising, and
iruit growing. He ,vas born in Goderich, On
tario, Canada, June 27, r850, the son of
Thomas and Harriett Nicholls, natives of Eng
IamI. The father came to the United States
"hen twenty-two years old, located in Chicago,
opened a law office, became chief assistant to
the master in chancery, and burned out in r871.
Then he went to Minnesota, and from there to
California. He came to Washington in r885.
He opened a law office, at Spokane, but was
burned out again in the great Spokane fire, of
1889. He then came to Davenport where he
ll\'ed t\\'O years. On the death of his wife he
returned to Fairmont, Minnesota, and died
In 1900. To Thomas and Harriett Nicholls I
were born six children, Sophia, Cordelia, John Ii

H., Thomas, Hattie and Aimee.
Our subject was reared in Canada where

he received his elementary education, and later.
completed an excellent business education in
Chicago. He began the world for himself at
the age of eighteen years, he and his brother
takIng charge of an extensive farm in Minne
~ota. Later he removed to California where
e was made field boss and subsequently fore

man, on an extensive' wheat farm. He re
mamed here four years. Going to Chicago he
was for three years city buyer for a wholesale
drug house. He came to Washington and lo-
cated at F L k Sh our a es, pokane county, where
tee Wrkecl for I. N. Peyton during the win
e r 0 1879, and in the spring of r880 he, in
Ompany with Colonel Peyton, opened a store
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fourths of a section of land. He more than
doubled his money on the enterprise and then
invested on February 22, 19°2, in the livery
business in Wilbur. He has a very good
stock of rigs, fine traveling animals, and leaves
nothing undone for the comfort and conven
ience of his patrons, being a very popular livery
man. Fraternally, Mr. Faris is affiliated with
the army of Loyal Americans and stands well
in the community. It is greatly to his credit
to say that his present holding has been en
tirely gained since he came to this country,
having no means to start with when he located
in Lincoln county.

• • •

JERRY H. GARDNER is one of' the
pioneers of Lincoln county, is well known
throughout the country, has hosts of friends
and a first class standing. He resides in Dav
enport and owns considerable property.

Jerry H. Gardner was born in Genesee
county, New York, on August 6, 1841, being
the son of Jerry H. and Dinah (Bush) Gard
ner, natives also of Genesee county, New York.
In 1845, the former journeyed to Boone coun
ty, Illinois, and in 1850, they came to Iowa.
In April, 1863,. they left that state for the un
certain journey across the plains. They were
with a large train of over forty wagons and
horses were used to draw their. conveyances.
For three months they traveled before reach
ing San Jose, California. They had numer
ous battles with the Indians but owing to the
fact that their train was a large one, they came
through all right. The parents settled on a
farm and ther.e remained until their death,
which was in 1893, the mother aged seventy
nine and the father, eighty. They were the pa
rents of two children, Thomas M., who died in
1890, and Jerry H., the subject of this review.
The father was of Irish extraction and the
mother of Dutch. Our subject was educated.
in Allamakee county, Iowa and early learned
the blacksmith trade. He was just past twen
ty-one when they crossed the plains and as
soon as they arr.ived in California, started for
himself. He followed his trade until 1880,
when he came to Walla Walla. There he
was employed as blacksmith, by the govern
ment, to go to Colville. In November, 1882,
he was transferred to Fort Spokane and re-

mained there until he was eleeted sheriff .
1898. ~e was nomin~ted by the Rep~b~
cans agamst O. Devemss, Populist, and J
Morlan, I?e~ocrat and won t?e day by a hond:
some maJorIty. After serv1l1g the term h'

. II d h' , ISparty agam ca e 1m to run on the Republi.
can ticket and L. A. Ranade, Democrat wa
his opponent. Again, Mr. Gardner wa~ suc~
cesfuI. During this time occurred the capture
of the noted outlaw, Tracy, which is fully de.
tailed in another portion of this work.

In June, 1862, Mr. Gardner married Miss
Elizabeth Jackson, whose father, William
Jackson, • was a first cousin of the noted
General Jackson and they have in their
possession a continued history of the fam.
ily for. two hundred years back. Mrs.
Gardner was one of a family of six chil.
dren. Mr. Gardner is a very active and well
informed Republican, a real wheelhorse in the
campaigns. In addition to holding the office
of sheriff as mentioned above, he' has been
justice of the peace and deputy sheriff as well
as an incumbent of various other offices. iIIr.
Gardner has been an odd fellow for thirty-iour
years and is also a member of the A. F. &
A. M. Mrs. Gardner has passed all the chairs
in the Rebekah order and has also been to the

I grand lodge. They are highly respected peo
ple and are the center of a large circle of ad·
miring friends.

•••

CHARLES E. MYERS, one of the promi·
nent, enterprising business men of Davenport,
dealing in general merchandise, was born III

Homerville, Medina, county, Ohio, June 29,
1866, the son of David and Sarah (Kart)
Myers, natives of Pennsylvania. In 1850 they
removed to Ohio where the mother died. III

1879. The father still lives in Homerville.
Five children were born to them: H. M., 10

Lodi, Ohio; H. A. P., an attorney in Daven·
port; Maud, wife of J. H. Shepherd. of Spo
kane; Alice, wife of J. A. Koons, of Homer·
ville; and our subject, Charles E. Myers. B~t
ing received his first schooling in the pu hie

I Nort-schools of Homerville. he attended t le . d
western Ohio Normal' Universitv, at Ada, an
later' Ashland College, Ohio, r~ceiving ~; ev'
cellent practical education. He began 11 e r°s.

n
. yeahis own account at the age of SIxteen
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\,"hen twenty years old he began teaching, but

f lonths later he came to the state of Wash-
our n . L' 1. t locating m Larene, meo n county.

JOg on, I h d'Here he established a genera mere an Ise
and was also made postmaster. In 1894

store. 'ld' d'dI' stock of goods, bUl mg, an resl ence were
~~tro)'ed by fire, by which disaster he lost
three thousand dollars, having only nine hun
dred dollars insur~nce. When he came. to
Larene his cash capItal amounted to only nme
tv dollars. With indomitable pluck and energy
he rebuilt and re-established his business, but
in 1900 he removed t~ Davenp0:t, where he
added the jewelry busmess to hIS store. In
1901 he formed a partnership with W. J. 01
well.

March 13, 1888, Mr. Myers was united in
marriage to Bessie M. Hubler, daughter of
John and Olive (Johnson) Hubler, the father
a native of Pennsylvania, the mother of New
York state. They settled in Sullivan, Ohio,
where the father died. The mother resides in
Davenport with her daughter. Mr. and Mrs.
lIfyers have five children, Jay, Charles, David,
Philip, and Olive, all at home with their pa
rents.

In the campaign issues of the Republictl~l

party Mr. Myers manifests a lively and patriu
tic interest. He is a member of the Royal
Highlanders, of Davenport, his wife is a mem
ber of the same order, and both are members .)f
the ~lethodist Episcopal church.

• • •

JOHN P. O'FARRELL, city marshal of
Davenport, Lincoln county, deputy sheriff, and
secret service man, first came to the city nearly
eighteen years ago. He was born in Atchi
son, Kansas, March 2, 1856, the son of John
and Catherine Spellman, natives of Ireland.
They came to the United States when quite
young, and lived in Boston until their mar-.
nage. They removed to Kansas in 1856.
whe tl f 're le ather now resides. The mother
passed .f . aw~y III 1874. They were the parents
o nme chIldren, three of whom survive: Ed
~'ardl m Flagstaff, Arizona; Katie, living with

k
er father; and JOM P the subJ'ect of this etch. ., .

t' The latter received his elemental") educa
IOn 111 • I

COunty a. og school house in Pottawatomie
., Kansas. At the age of seventeen he

left school and carried a hod for his father,
who was a plasterer, and when twenty years
old he was appointed on the police force of
Kansas City, Missouri. Subsequently he was
appointed deputy sheriff of Pottawatomie
county, serving eight years under four differ
ent sheriffs. He was elected assessor, serving
two years, and in 1886 came to Sprague, Wash
ington, where he was appointed deputy sheriff,
and rounded up a party of horse thieves. In
1877 he came to Davenport, Lincoln county,
where he served as deputy sheriff until 1890,
",hen he was elected marshal of the city, which
position he still holds. He has served under
Sheriffs Reardan, Donahue, Gardner, and Ink
ster. He participated in the capture of the no
torious desperado, Tracey, but refused to share
in the reward offered by the governors of Ore
gon and Washington.

October 17, 1895, our subject was united
in marriage to Mary Davis, daughter of John
and Ann Davis, natives of Wales. Politically
Mr. O'Farrell is a Republican, and takes an
active interest in the campaigns of his party.
He is a member of the Elks, has passed through
the chairs of Davenport Lodge, No. 64, 1. O.
O. F., and is a member of Davenport Post,
No. 44, F. O. A., having gone through the
chairs there also. May 14, 1903, he was elected
supreme representative at Providence, Rhode
Island. In 1900 he was deputy grand chief
during six months. Mr. O'Farrell is a mem
ber of the Catholic church. He is a man of

. great force of character, progressive and public
spirited, .and in the community in which he
resides he is highly esteemed.

• ••

O. H. P. GIBSON. This venerable gen
tleman, now a resident of Davenport, has a
long and varied career and is one of the re
spected and esteemed men of the city. He was
born in Shippensburg, Pennsylvania, on May
la, 1815, being the son of John B. and Nellie
(Hennesee) Gibson. He learned the merchant
tailoring business and in 1836 came to Mis
souri, where he started a shop. Later, we find
him in Plattsburg then in Stewartsville, where
he was when the war broke out. On account
of taking in a partner who sympathized with
the south, Mr. Gibson's goods were all con
fiscated. Then he turned his attention to farm-
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ing. In 1883, he came west and located in
Spangle. One year later, he moved to Lin
coln county, and took a homestead upon which
he lived until 1896, in which year: he moved to
Davenport, vVashington, \>"here he now re-
sides. . .

In July, 1854, Mr. Gibson married Miss
Mary J. Deadley, a native of Kentucky. To
them were born eight children, C. c., B. 0.-,·
J. J., Louella, Laura E., J. S., J. W., and
George M.

Politically, Mr. Gibson is a good stanch
Democrat and always takes an active interest
in the campaigns. He has served as justice
of the peace and in other capacities. He is the
oldest Mason in the state of Washington, hav
ing become one in 1845, In church affiliations,
he belongs to the Methodist denomination.

•••

ANDREW J. COLE is to be mentioned
among the wealthy and respected citizens of'
Lincoln county. He resides about four miles
north from Creston on an estate, part of which
was gained by rights from the government and
the balance through purchase. The same is
one of the well kept farms of the county, is in a
high state of cultivation and producing large,
annual returns.

Andrew J. Ccile was born in Virginia. on
May 21, 1864. His parents were Andrew and
Mary (James) Cole, natives also of Virginia.
The father was a farmer and also taught school. .
He fought during the Civil War and later gave
his attention to farming. Our subject was well
educated in the common schools of his native
state, then returned with his father on the
farm until he had reached his majority. At that
time he came west to \¥alia Walla where he
was' employed for a few years and in 18g2, he
journeyed on to Lincoln county. Here he se
lected a timber culture claim and a homestead
'where he now resides. He has given his atten~

tion to farming since then. He has purchased
land until he owns an estate of eight hundred
and eighty acres. \\Then Mr. Cole came to
Lincoln county, he had no finances and started
here with a capital of two strong hands and a
determined spirit. He has succeeded in a verv-excellent manner and his success is due to his
indomitable will and sagacity.

In 1900, Mr. Cole married Miss Mary ,G.,

daughter of Peter J. and Mary A. (Sherw d)
Barbre, and a native of Virginia. To ~Ir00 d
Mrs. Cole two children have been born, E~"an
and Homer J. bene

Peter J. Barbre was a descendant of th
Barbre family well known in North Caroli e
Some of the ancestors were among the earllnat'

1 . S es
sett e:s 111 ampson county, that state, and at
onetIme they owned a large portion of th
county and .were prominent in the affairs oe
state. Peter J. early migrated to Virginia an~
settle.d in ~ashington county. In 1860, he
marned MISS Sherwood, whose parents came
from England. Mr. Barbre served in the (ilil
War..

In this work appears biographical mention
of several of Mr. Cole's family, who \rere

.worthy pioneers of this county. Our subject
had a full share in the hardships and ardu~us

labors incident to pioneer life. and has Iron his
way to wealth and prominence by yirtue of his
\\-orth and ability, as have also the other mem
bers of the family.

•••
WILLIAM FINNEY, a progressire and

influential citizen of Davenport, Lincoln COUll'

ty, is engaged in the general merchandise busi·
ness. He was born in Morgan county. Ohio.
June 12, 1833, the son of James and Rebeckah
(Briggs) Finney, natives of Pennsylrania.
They removed to Ohio in· 1802, \rhere they
passed the remainder of their lives, the father
dying at the age of ninety-three: the Illothe:
at eighty-eight. They were ·the parents 01

twelve children, five of whom are still liring.
Andrew, Joseph, Nancy, Susan, and \\·illiam.

The latter, the subject of this sketch. re
Ceived his earlier education in the public schools
of Morgan county, Ohio, and later in ,rash·
ington Academy, Guernsey county, ,,-here he
stood high in his classes and was graduated
with honors. At the age of twenty-one he com·
menced the world for himself, engaged 111

farming and other employments. In 1868 he
removed to Illinois where' he was interested
in the saw mill and lumber business which
he followed successfully for fifteen years. ~I~
then began the manufacture of bnck and t d
ing and for four years was also. intereste
. - , . ' -' u the
111 a general mercantile store. DI11 m" led
greater portion of the year 18&7 he :rare

in California,' and in i888 came to \\'ashIl1g-



ANDREW J. COLE



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY. 257.
--------~--------

I ating at Davenport. He purchased the
tJpn! oc r Store" in which he conducted busi-'. lonee , .

ntl'l 1898 when he was burned out, hIS
nesS u ' . nil' be'

b)' this dIsastrous co agratlOn 109
loss H b'l .thirt thousand dollars. e re Ul t, erectmg a

SYed brick front structure twenty-seven by
pres . d" d I. ht' eight feet 10 ImenSlOns, an a so aelg )- .
h dsome dwellmg. He owns ten town lots
aiD)avenport and his residence is supplied by a
JO' d'prirate water system installe at hIS own ex-

pense.· .. .
Mr. Finney was marned 111 1858 to Melissa

Hayes, a distant relative of President Ruther
ford B. Hayes, and daughter of Joseph and
Margaret (Logue) Hayes, natives of V.er
mont. They located in Ohio, where they died.
Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs.
Finney: Emmert, in Spokane; Addie, wife of
C. M. Waters, of Pullman, Washington; Will
iam H., with his father, and Othie, living with
his parents. In earlier days Mr. Fin!1ey"s poli
tical affiliations were with the Republican
party, but he is at present a liberal. At the
time of the incorporation of the city of Daven
port he became the first treasurer, was mayor
four years, and ser.ved two or three terms in the

•
city council. He is a member of the Masonic
Lodge, Royal Arch Chapter and Select Coun
cil. He joined the l. O. O. F. when twenty
one years of age. Mrs. Finney is a member of
the Methodist Episcopal church.

•••

HON. F. X. MATTHEW, one of the well
known and leading pioneers of the northwest,
IS to be represented in this volume as he has
had' more or less to do in the development of
the. regi?n covered herein andnas wrought wi th
a talthlul hand in arduous labors as a path
finder for over half a century. He was born
In Montreal, Canada, on April 2, 1818. His
parents were nativeS' of France and carne as
pioneers to the new world. He was educated
and reared until eighteen in his native land
and then he carne to the United States and
work d h'. e IS way from state to state until he
:~nYed in St. Louis. There in 1838 he entered

e employ of the American Fur Company and
at once turned his face to the unknown north-
west H . I . .t . . e was 10 al sorts of dangers lOCIdent
b
O

a hfe on the frontier amid savages and wild
easts and hundreds of miles from human habi

17

tations or civilization. He labored for this
company for. some time and in the course of
his employment, he crossed! the plains. three
times and had the satisfaction of knowing that
he was instrumental in saving the lives of
over two hundred emigrants owing to his
ability to make peace with the savages. He
labored at carpentering after leaving the com
pany until 1849, when he went to California
and there remained a few months. Thence
he carne to Oregon and settled in the Willa
mette valley. He was chosen one of the first
justices of the peace there and held various
other offices. He was county commissioner
and for two terms served in the territorial legis
lature of Oregon, and in all his public labor
he showed a marked faithfulness and ability.
He was beloved by all and was a man of honor.
In 1844 occurr,ed the marriage of F. X.
Matthew and Rosa Ossiant, and to them were
born eight boys and seven girls. Rosa Ossiant
was born in Canada, on June IS, I827,and came
with her aunt to Victoria when three years old.
Three years later, they went to Vancouver,
Washington, and then to the Willamette val
ley where she remained on her father's do
nation claim until her marriage with Mr.
Matthew. For fifty-seven years of married
life, Mr. and Mrs. Matthew dwelt happily on
their donation claim, reared their family, and
were leading and respected people of the val
ley. They were always noted for kind deeds
and charitable works. It was their delight
to feed the poor. and help the orphans and
many have been blessed by these kindnesses
and hearts full of gratitude to their benefactors
were found On every hand.

•••

ANDREW CULP was born in June, 1849,
in Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, being
one of a family of seven children. His pa
rents were Jacob and Barbara (Berlinger)
Culp. The school days of our subject were
very limited, as at the early age of. ten he
left his parents and began to earn his own
living. He was tossed about to various places
until sixteen years of age. At Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania, he enlisted in the regular army,
being enrolled in the Seventh Cavalry. His
first service in this regiment began at what is
now called Hays City, Kansas, and for thirty
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years he continued to wear Uncle Sam's blue.
During this long period, Mr. Culp participated
in many events that have been recorded in the
history of his country. Among those may be
mentioned the battle of Washita under Gen
eral Custer against Chief Black Kettle. At
this time his command secured from the Ind
ians Mrs. Shaw and Mrs. Foster who had been

•

held in captivity by the savages for two years.
Me Culp was at Santiago under General Shaf
ter, and at El Caney when in the night charge,
the one gatling gun served so well to gain the
victory. In the fall of 1898, Mr. Culp re
ceived· his honorable discharge after this long
service for his country which is seldom equaled.
Retiring from the army, he came west where
he had been the guardian of the pioneers in
the days gone by and selected a place where
the Spokane river joins the Columbia. He
owns three hundred and twenty acres of land
half of which is excellent for fruit, the balance
being adapted to pasture. He has a good house,
bam and so forth which are beautifully situ
ated on a rising table overlooking the river.
Although Mr. Culp has been in almost every
portion of the United States, he is quite con
tent to dwell in Lincoln county, feeling sure
that he has one of the best places that it is
possible for him to possess. He is making ex
tensive improvements on the estate and the
county is to be congratulated in securing Mr.
Culp as a permanent citizen.

In 1902, it was the happy lot of our sub
ject to take as his life partner, Mrs. Mary
Franz, the widow of Corporal Joseph Franz,
Company B, Sixteenth United States Army,
who died and "'as buried at sea, September 3,
1898, after participating in the war with Spain.

• ••

JOHN K. WORTS is a pioneer of the Big
Bend country and has gained distinction in
at least two lines since coming here, while
previous to that. he followed various occupa
tions in each of which he had achieved success.

John K. "Worts was born in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, on January 10, 1840, being the
son of John and Katherine (Gagle) \Vorts,
natives of Pennsyh·ania. They lived about
ninety miles from Philadelphia and there re
mained all their lires. each being ninety years
of age at the time of death. They were the

J?arents ~f. eight children, h~o of whom are !il'
mg, PhilIp and our subject. Both of h'
grandfathers of our subject were partie' t e
. h R l' Th . Ipantsm t e evo utlOn. e publIc schools d
Franklin college furnished the educationa~f
John K. Worts and at the age of twenty he
quit school and soon thereafter, at the tim .
the first call, enlisted in Company F N~
Pennsylvania Infantry. He was in the'mi;'i:
f . . h 1m
or sometIme prevIous to t e war. In their

hurry to reach Washington they were crowded
into ~x cars ~uch the same as cattle. tpon
reachmg Washmgton, he was appointed Cor.
por';ll 3:nd served his ninet~ days. (pon the
~xplratlOn of that he reenlIsted, participating
m the battles of Gettysburg, Antietam, and
other heavy engagements. Then he was taken
sick and languished in the war hospital for six
months after which he was mustered out. .~f.

ter regaining his health, he entered a machine
shop an,d mastered that art, then operated a
locomotive on various railroads until J87j. in
which year he came to San Francisco. He
spent one year in viewing the country and
during the centennial year, came to Portland,
Oregon. From 1876 to 1878 we find him again
as engineer on the railroad, this time operating
a locomotive on the Lake Shore in Washington.
Thence he went to Portland; from there to The
Dalles, and on February 4, 1879, he landed
in what is now Spokane. There were very
few people there then. He took a homesiead
on Four Mound prairie, bought a sawmill. and
furnished lumber. to the incoming settlers. In
1883, he came to Lincoln county and bought
a mill which he continued to operate until
1890. During these years he bought and sold
land and now has three-fourths of a sectiOn
well improved and cropped to grain. He also
owns one of the finest orchards in the Big
Bend country and in addition to this has city
property. .

In 1862, Mr. Wotts married Miss Adda,
daughter of BenJ'amin and Harriet Kline.

. T ~JShe has nine brothers and sisters. 0 • .

and Mrs. Worts, five children have been bor~;
Luther. in Lincoln county: Ella: Hattie. \rlte
of Fred B. Hincle, in Paterson. Kew Jerse),
Maggie and Fred in Philadelphia. r n

Mr. Worts is a good strong ReplIblca.
and one of the real workers at the campaign',. "'r d IS aHe belongs to the A. F. & A. l\'. an In
member of the English Lutheran church.



-

H1S'fORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY. 259

8-- ·Mr. Worts waS! called to mourn the
I / J" . • h .death of IllS wIfe, t ateven.t occur:rmg at
Schuylkill Haven, Pennsylvallia.

•••

OLIVER C. HOUCK, one of the earliest
oi the pioneers in Lincoln county,. is now liv
in" in Spokane, at E. 16()I PacIfic avenue,
\\'here he owns a beautiful residence. He is
retired from the more active duties o~ life
and with his good wife is enjoying the fruits
oi their thri ft and labors of the years gone
bl". :\11 the old timers of Lincoln county will
~ interested to read about Mr. and Mrs.
Houck, and it is a pleasure for us to append
the details of their careers.

Oliver C. Houck was born in Troft creek
Yalley, Fulton county, Pennsylvania, on June 8,
I8.p. His parents were John Z. and Deborah
(\\'oodcock) Houck. The ancestors on both
sides were true Americans and highly respected
people. The father died in Pennsylvania, his
natiye state, having been a life long member of
the Methodist church. Mrs. Houck, the
mother, died on June 4, 1892, at her son's
residence in Holden, Missouri, aged eighty
fire years and eight days. She was born in
Maryland, December 25, 1806, and married in
Pennsyh·ania. He rhusband died in AuguSt,
I86j. In February, 186g, she came to Holden
and there lived with her son until her death.
She was the mother of four sons and one
daughter. She lived a devout Christian life
and \yent home to the reward of the faithful.
Our subject was educated in the common
schools of Pennsylvania until 1860, when he
came on west to Illinois. He worked for wages
untIl h.ls marriage, then went to farming for
himselt. He rented land at first and became
able later to buy and selected a f~rm where he
dwelt for nine years. Believing that the west
had good things for him, he came out to Ore
gon. explored the country in various sections
at;d finally came to the vicinity of Colfax,
;\ ashl11gton, wintering in 1882 within six miles
rom that then small town The next year188 . . ,

3. he came to Lincoln county then a wild
and largely uninhabited r,egion.' After due
search he selected a farm place it was then
raw '. . '
\\'ilbP:al.ne, nIne miles northeast from. where

ur IS now located. He used hIS pre-
emptIqn and timber culture rights and thus

secured a half section of land. The opening
days of this country were times of labor and
deprivation and it took strong hearts to brook
all that came. The oldest son, Samuel, went
to Walla Walla and wrought in the harvest
fields to obtain cash for food, while the father
and the mother labored to improve the farm.
Mrs. Houck was a faithful helpmeet in those
days and labored along with her husband in
much of the out door work. Mr. Houck was
possessed of real keen foresight and saw the
future of the Big Bend and so bought railroad
land as he became able, which wise move, to
gether with their careful labors, placed the
family in very prosperous ways as the coun
try began to build up. They all continued to
till the land and Mr. Houck was known as
one of the leading men of his section. In 1900.
he and his wife decided to take the rest that
they had so well earned, and accordingly sold
a portion of the fine estate, bought the resi
dence where they now live, and removed hither
to pass the golden days of their years in rest
and amid more comforts than the farm pro
vides.

On September 25, 1862, Mr. Houck mar
ried Miss Rebecca M., daughter of Samuel
E. and Susannah (Jeffries) Parsons. To them
have been born the following named children:
Samuel J., on July 31; 1863; William P., de
ceased, his death occurring on March I, 1866;
Susannah D., on August 2, 1868; Sylvester L.,
on August 27, 1872; Emma L., on July 14.
1875. Mrs. Houck was born in Huntington
county, Pennsylvania, and received her educa
tion in Fulton county, Illinois.

"When Mr. Houck came to the Big Bend
country, he had to go to Brents for mail and
the nearest trading place was many miles dis
tant. The Indians were numerous and some
times troublesome. Mrs. Houck was obliged
to keep the blinds drawn to avoid the hideous
feeling from seeing wild faces peering in at
the windows. On one occasion several Ind
ians came to the house and asked for food.
She was afraid to say the husband was far
away, and so deceIved them by telling them he
was close by. They soon discovered he was
absent and so were more demanding. She
showed them unbaked bread and explained
that it was all she had, but not to be so easily
satisfied, the leader demanded food. Mrs.
Houck secured a stick of wood to try and de-



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

----------,-----------......

fend herself with, and just at that juncture,
the husband came and the savages retired. But
these days are past and they were preserved
from the threatened dangers and are now pass
ing their life in the comfort of the faith that
makes faithful and are blessed with many warm
friends to cheer and make happy the pathway.

•••

G. W. JAMES, a typical frontiersman,
is deserving of being classed with the leading
men of eastern Washington. \Vhile at the
present time he is living more retired from the
active labors of life, still in the years gone by,
he has been engaged in some of the large en
terprises of this section and has shown him
self a man of real worth and integrity. He was
born near Zanesville, Ohio, in 1836, the son of
James and Grizzella (Lyle) James, natives of
Pennsylvania and Ohio, respectively. The
father came to Ohio when a boy and in 1844,
went to Illinois. The next year he came to
Iowa and in 1866 crossed the plains to Cali
fornia. There he remained until his death in
1891, being then aged ninety-one years. The
mother died previously in Iowa. Our subject
accompanied his father across the plains but
previous to that time, had gained his educa
tion in the common schools of Iowa and Illi
nois. At the time of the Rebellion, he enlisted
in Company I, Sixth Iowa Volunteer Cavalry,
saw much active duty, and participated in some
furious Indian campaigns with General Sully
for a yep.r and one half. Before the war he
had taken a trip to California and returned east
then went with his father as stated above, to
the Sacramento valley. There he farmed un
til 1878 when he moved to Pataha in south
western Washington, where he bought fifteen
hundred acres of land. He was a prominent
farmer in that section until 1890, then went
to the Big Bend country. At that time he
had' about thirty thousand dollars worth of
stock but in one of the hard winters lost nearly
the whole bunch. Mr. James was among the
first men in Wilbur and built the first hotel
there. He is well known throughout the coun
try and especially on account of his true gen
erosity and kindness to his fellows. During
his long career, he has been instrumental in
assisting many struggling men in getting good
positions and has many friends here.

In 1856, Mr. James married Miss R '
Sharp, a native of Indiana. She accomposlna
her husband on both trips across the palOied

h bo aIDs
To them ave been rn the follOwing na ~

children, A~hur f!'-..' Grizella A., George~
Emma, LOUIS, WIlham, and Ella. "

It is well to note that Mr. James has b
on the frontier almost all his life. He "fen
marked distinction as an Indian fighter ao~
there is scarcely any portion of the linit~
States that he has not visited in person, H
and his wife are now spending the golden vear:
of their. lives in quiet retirement establjsh~d in
the love and confidence of many friends,

•••

WILLIAM CALLIOTT resides about
three miles northwest from Lamona, where he
has an estate of one-half section and is IJ(.

cupied with agricultural pursuits, He was
born in Sainte Genevieve county, Missouri, on
May 13, 1859. His parents, Jule and Emily
(Simino) Calliott, were born in the same coun·
ty as our subject and were prominent and
wealthy people. The father died in Sainte
Genevieve county, Missouri, twenty-three Year;

ago. William was educated in the district
schools of Missouri and worked on his father's
farm until he became of age. Then he rented
land in his native state and follo\\'ed farming
until 1888, when he journeyed west and finall,
secured a homestead where he now reside"
He bought another quarter and transionned
the two from the wild prairie to the fertile
farm in the cultivation of which he has been cc,
cupied since. The land is all fertile and raises
wheat, and Mr. Calliott has made an excellent
success in his labors. He has supplied the
place with all the improvements i1ecessary at
the present time and has manifested commend·
able thrift since coming here. Mr. Calholt
remembers that when he first located in thiS
section,' the country was very wild and bleak

ciOwing to the few settlers, no markets, and
many other things to contend WIth. he ha.
many hardships to undergo and arduous labor,
to perform. However, he plodded on steadily
and is now reaping the reward of hiS labo~,
He has also won the respect of all and stan S

exceptionally well in the community. C
In 1880, Mr. Calliott married ?IIiss ar~

line Rich, a native' of Missouri. Two years
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tl e nuptial feast, she was called hence
after I C II' dbv death. I~l 1888, .Mr. a.lOtt contracte a
. d nlarnage MISS Anme E. Swartz be-

seeon .' . Sh bo
coming his ,nfe on that oC,caslbo? eMwas C rln
· I same place as our su Ject. rs. a -
III t le
I' t's parents are Peter and Clara (Fallert)
~ot rtz natives of Missouri and well-to-do
a;~~cnl;urists. To Mr. and Mrs.. Calliott, eight
children have been born as follo"W.s, Henry, An
thony. William, John, Ruby, Elvma, Odell and
Suretha. .

~Ir. Calliott has recently added to hiS es-
tate bv the purchase of a quarter section.

•

•••

HARRISON GLASCOCK lives about
four miles southwest from Downs, where he
O\ms an estate of one thousand acres. The
farm is one of the choice ones in the section
and is well known over the entire county as
the Bigham place. Two hundred acres of it
are bottom land, under an irrigating ditch, the
balance being grain and pasture land. Mr.
Glascock has a residence commensurate with a
large estate, beautifully situated amid shade
trees and other pleasant surroundings, large
bams. outbuildings, and other improvements.
He has also a large orchard, and altogether his
estate is beautiful, valuable, and pleasant.

Harrison Glascock was born in. Yolo coun
ty, California, on January 8, 1855, being the
Son of George and Elizabeth (Brook) Glas
cock. natives of Virginia. The father emi
grated to California in the early 'fifties, set
thng on a ranch in Yolo county, where he re
mamed until his death in 1883. He was one of
the very early settlers and became a man of
prominence and wealth. The mother accom
panied her husband in his journeys. Our sub
Ject was educated in the district schools of Cali
fornia until eighteen, then followed farming
~n!ll he came to Lincoln county in 1883. He

rst settled on a ranch near where Harrington
now stands, where he remained until 1894. in
whIch year h h' 1;\: . e came to IS present ocatlOn.
· ~ab creek flows through the estate and furn
~l es the water for his irrigating ditch. Mr.
· as~ock devotes his attention mostly to rais
~~~hb~~~es and catt1~, having some fine thor
o! thO st~ck. He 1S one of the wealthy men
thro~s sec.bon and has g-ained his holdings

gh hIS own labor and skill. .

In 1888, occurred the marriage of Mr.
Glascock· and Frances J., daughter of J. N.
McKinney, a respected citizen of Oregon. To
this union, four children have been born,
Mabel, Laura, Viola, and Horace E.

•••

LA FOLLETTE BROTHERS, who are
well known throughout the Big Bend coun
try, are Millard F., John H., and Silas D. At
the present time they have rented their large
estate, which lies about eight miles north from
Almira, and are dwelling in the suburbs of
Spokane. They have been identified with the
settlement and upbuilding of Lincoln county
long before it was organized and are known
as prominent and substantial men. They are
natives of Floyd county, Indiana and the sons
of Joseph c. and America (Swank) La
Follette. The parents are both natives of
Floyd county and in 1883 came to \Vashing
ton. The father died at the age of eighty-five
in 1899. The mother had died four years pre
viously. Our subjects received their educa
tional training in the district schools of Indi
ana, the same being held in the primitive log
cabins of the day and they well remember the
split log seats and slab floors. The school
terms were about three months each year and
the balance of the time they spent on their
father's farm. Some of the time they worked
for the neighboring farmers. They finally de
cided to emigrate to Washington and accord
ingly, in 1883, found their; way to the terri
tory now embraced in Lincoln county. It was
then a part of Spokane county. They made
settlement as stated above, and as it was late
in the season, built themselves a dugout for
their home. Having never lived at a distance
from a stor.e, they were unfortunate in not
securing supplies sufficient to tide them over,
and, to use the localism of the day, their "grub,"
and especially the tobacco, became very short.
Pilgrimages were made to Sprague, Cheney,
and Spokane, their nearest points for supplies,
and they understand well the work of the pion
eer in opening up farms from the wild prairie
of Lincoln county. Although they had much
hardship and had to do an immense amount
of work, still there is no portion of their ex
perience so vividly impressed upon them as
the first winter. Mrs. Proebstel was the only
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woman among the neighbors and the winter
was decidedly gloomy and 10ne30me. 1 hey
had provided themselves with no reading mat
ter. and no mail could be gotten for months,
consequently they had to whittle and repeat
their fund of stories over and over to while
away the time. Occasionally they would
gather up the. inhabitants for twenty miles in
each direction and have a dance. At such
times our subjects furnished the music. They
were successful in their labors on their farms
and now own over fifteen hundred acres of
the choicest wheat .land to be found in the
Big Bend country. The entire estate is under
cultivation and is handled now by tenants.
In 1900 they moved to Medical Lake and en
gaged in the poultry business. Three years
later they decided to locate in Spokane. They
own five acres which are supplied with a resi
dence and all the buildings necessary to handle
poultry successfully. The same lies on Latah
creek, immediately southwest of Spokane. They
make a specialty of Minorcas and White Leg
horns. They had one other brother, Dave, who
is now deceased.

Millard La Follette is the only one of the
brothers married. His wedding occurred in
1896, when Miss Mary F. McPherson became
his bride. She was born in Vigo county, Indi
ana, the daughter of Thomas and Virginia
(Bennett) McPherson. She was educated in
the common schools of Indiana and \Vashing
ton, having come hither in the fall of 1889.
To Mr. and Mrs. La Follette, four children
have been born, Thelma and Thula,' twins,
Clara A., and Marion B. In 1903, Millard
La Follette was commissioner of Lincoln coun
ty. They are all members of the Masonic
order and are men of excellent standing, hav
ing always taken a keen interest in the up
building and welfare of the country, and show
by their labors, thrift and energy.

•••

SWEN P. SWENSON is one of the agri
culturists of Lincoln county who has won suc
cess by his labors here in which he may well
take pride. He resides about eight miles south
west from Harrington and there owns a large
estate of eleven hundred and twenty acres of
choice wheat land. He is one of the leading
and influential men of this section and has won

the respect and esteem of all who know 1.
Swen P. Swenson was born in Swedel Hill.

August 16, 1862, bein~ the Son of Swe~ ~
and Elna Swenson, natIves of Sweden II'. . le
father was a seafarmg man and aver)' succ
f · h' essul navIgator. After t e pnmary education .
our subject in his native land, he began an eO~
tended course of .stud~ in navigation. He ma~e
great headway m thIS art and soon went t
sea. He rose rapidly from sailor before thO
mast to different official positions and finall~
to captain of the ship. For nine years he nari
gated the sea, visiting all parts of the globe.
:£:Ie beca~e well known an~ bore the reputa.
tlOn of bemg a first class navIgator. Finally he
decided to retire from a seafaring life, 'and
accordingly, in 1887, he came to this country
and searched out a location in Lincoln count,:.
He took land in 1888 where he resides and h;s
added by purchase until he owns the estate men.
tioned above. He has supplied the farm \Iith
excellent buildings, plenty of machinery,
horses, and so forth and has shown skill, energy
and thrift in his labors and improvements. }Ir.
Swenson has made a remarkable success in
farming and has become wealthy as a result.

In 1890, occurred the marriage of Mr. Swen
son and Miss Polson, the daughter of Otto C.
Polson, who is mentioned in another portion
of this work. To this union five children hare
been born, Henry, Gus, Carl, Nellie, and Elna.

•

• ••

. CYRUS W. FINCH is one of the in
dustrious and prosperous farmers of Lincoln
county. He resides about two miles south
from Lamona where he owns four hundred and, .
eighty acres of choice wheat lanq,' all III a
high state of cultivation. The same is pro
vided with fine buildings and plenty of other
imp'rovements and all supplies needed on a first
class wheat farm. The entire property IS the
result of Mr. Finch's labors since r8<)o, he
having started in with no capital whatever.. He
has shown himself possessed of the qualItIeS
of the real pioneer as well as of business abIhty
that has given him a good success.

". oUO-Cyrus W. Finch was born in \vl11ona cHis
ty, Minnesota, on November 25, r869' y k

. N;If orfather Ruben Finch was born 111 1 'e\', , . I fantry
and served in the Sixth WisconslD n
during the Rebellion. At the close of the ,rar,
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I bored in Minnesota and settled on a farm,
he a one of the pioneers of that state. In
belOg L' 01 h' h896 he came west to mc n county w IC

1 hl's home until his death, in 1903. TI.~
was F' h b

tl er Mary A. (Sprague) mc, was ommal, . ba
. ~ew York and accompamed her hus nd
In • .' .
during his vanouS Journeys.. ., .

Our subject was ·educated m the dlstnct
hools of Minnesota and after he had laid

:~ide those tasks, took a position as h~ad li~e-
lan on the Glenmont steamboat, which phed

::et\\'een Stillwater and Winona. After that,
:llr. Finch went to Fort Assiniboine, Montana,
in 1891 and took a position on the survey of
the Great Northern railroad. He came west
rlith these people until he r,eached Lincoln coun
tr, where. in 1892, he took a homestead, the
s~me being part of his estate at this time. He
bought a half section more and has since de
roted himself to farming. He has a very com
fortable and beautiful home.

In 1898, Mr. Finch married Miss Lena
O'Hare. who was born and reared in Minne
SOta. One child, Mildred M., has been born
to this union.

• ••
JOHN C. INGLE resides one mile north

east from Lamona on one of the largest es
tates of the entire state of Washington. It
has been but comparatively few years, since
)Olr. Ingle landed at Harrington with two
cayuses, one a pack and the other a riding ani
mal. He had in addition thereto one hundred
and eighteen dollars in his pocket and these
were all his holdings. He went to work for
wages and soon thereafter took a homestead
and from that time until the present has been a
penod of prosperity to him. Notwithstand
mg the fact that he came just before the hard
limes, .landing here in the fall of 1890, he has
not failed in any of his enterprises. Although
he lost heavily through crop failures and so
forth, his general progress has never been
stopped. Since he put in his fir.st crop, he began'
to purchase land and has continued steadily,
~ddl11g to his holdings from time to time until
e
h

now has three thousand acres every bit of
IV Ich' fi '
d' 'd IS ne wheat land. He has the estate

IVj cd '. I11to three mammoth farms, each one
Ptrhovld~d with the best of buildings and all
o er 1m .provements. The places are con-
nected \. 'tl h .

\ I I eadquarters by telephone and he

directs the operations of his entire domain from
his residence. Mr. Ingle has not only shown
himself a master in the art of farming but
has clearly. demonstrated that he is possessed
of business ability of a very high order. The
carefulness with which every detail of the es
tate is conducted, together with a patent grasp
of the whole, and enterprise characterize all
of Mr. Ingle's undertakings and the success
ful combination of these two qualities bnng
him the most unbounded success. \Vithal, Mr.
Ingle is a genial, openhearted man, possessed
of a very active and penetrating mind and
guided by wisdom, which is evident to all. He
is also a man of very forceful character and
strong will power. An account of the details
of his early life will be interesting to all and
we append the same.

J. C. Ingle was born in Cleveland, Ten
nessee, on November 27, 1862. His father,
Elbert C. Ingle, was born in :Washington
county, Tennessee, and was known as a good,
substantial farmer and a veteran of the Civil
Vvar. Our subject's mother, Margaret Ingle,
was born in Blakely, Tennessee. Her people
were prominent and wealthy. Our subject re
ceived an initial education at Georgetown
Academy in Tennessee. At the age of sixteen,
he went to work for himself and not being
satisfied with the training he had received, suc
ceeded in working his way through Granby
University, in Missourj. This was the place of
hiS' literary training. It is evident that his
mind was not filled with untenable visions, for
immediately after his study at the university,
we find young Ingle out on the frontier of Kan
sas. He was soon working here for wages.
on the farm and continued the same for two
years. His wages were spent in securing a
good outfit with which he began exploring
western Kansas. In the course of this trip,
he took a preemption and improved the same in
such a manner that he shortly sold it for one
thousand dollars. After selling out in Kansas.
he made his way to Park City, Utah, and did
teaming until 1888, in which year he journeyed
to Salt Lake City and engaged in the transfer
business. It was August, . 1890, when he
started on horseback from Salt Lake City to
Lincoln county. Harrington was his ob
jective point and he made the journey without
especial incident, arriving here as stated above
with one hundred and eighteen dollars in cash.
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in Lewis county.
18-2 }lIS

II, /.

It is evident that Mr. Ingle was gaining his
experience from the time he sold his preemp
tion to the time he landed in Harrington, judg
ing from the state of his capital. However,
his experience was well worth the price he paid
for it, for from the time he landed in the Big
Bend, he began his career of success. It seems
almost incredible, yet Mr. Ingle has gained no
less than ten thousand dollars on an average
each year from the time he began work for
wages on a farm near Harrington, until the
present time. It is a delight for anyone to
view the large estate and see the methods em
ployed and precision exemplified in conduct
ing it. Very few people understand the re
sponsibility incumbent upon one in charge of
so large an estate, but Mr. Ingle's wisdom and
executive ability have been fully equal to the
task and from the time he commenced to accum
ulate property in the Big Bend country until the
present, few mistakes, if any, have occurred to
mar his continued successful progress.

In 19°1, occurred the marriage of Mr. Ingle
and Mrs. Minnie Duvall.

Mr. Ingle's standing is of the best in the
community and he has been interested in build
ing and improving this portion' of Lincoln
county. His example has stimulated much
worthy effort and he is considered one of the
influential and leading men of Lincoln county.

....
LEVI C. BISHOP, who dwells about six

miles north from Creston, in one of the finest
rural abodes of Lincoln county, has the dis~

tinction of having made this and the broad
estate of fourteen hundred acres which sur
sound his residence. besides much other prop
erty, by assiduous labor and skillful manipu
lation of the resources· placed in his hands in
this· new country, commencing without any
capital whatever. ~r. Bishop has forty acres
on the Couer d'Alene line out of Spokane, five
acres in Union Park, Spokane, and much other:
property. His home is pleasantly located. is
supplied with running water on each floor, and
shows excellent taste and judicious selection in
every point. Other improvements commensur
ate are in evidence and the estate is one of the
choicest in the county.

•

Levi C. Bishop .is descended from stanch
American patriots, his great grandfathers on

both sides being soldiers under General Wa h
ington in the Revolution. He was born s
Washington county, Virginia, on October ,In
1858, the son of Madison and Eunis (Gro )'
Bishop, natives. of ~ashington and Sm~~h
counties, respectively, 111 the Mother of Stat
The father was a veteran of the Civil War ae~
a substantial citizen. Our subject was educatd
in the public schools and then engaged in far e
ing with his father until 1882. The next \'~;
he came on to Walla Walla and took work On
a farm for some time. In 1884, Mr. Bisho
took a timber culture claim adjoining Where h~
hves. Later he took a pre-emption and then a
homestead and has purchased land since until
he has the large amount mentioned above. In
addition to making the fortune that he has. ~Ir.

Bishop has not forgotten that more priceless
heritage. a good name, and his honesty. interr.
r!ty and. U1:iform geniality and display of u~.
nght prInCIples have won the highest esteem
and confidence of the people.

In 1882, Mr. Bishop married Miss Sarah
E. Cole. whose brothers, Andrew J., James l.
and John c., are residents in the vicinity of
Creston. To Mr. and Mrs. Bishop. t\yO 'chil
dren have been born, Lury M. and Mary E.
\Vewish to note also that the grandfather of
Mrs. Bishop was descended from a prominent
American family of Revolutionary ancestry, as
mentioned elsewhere in this volume. Mr. and
Mrs. Bishop are the center of a large circle of
admiring friends, and their worthy labors bare
accomplished much for the sl1bstantial upbuilcl~
ing of the community and the forwarding ot

I proper enterprises.

• • •
RALPH PURCELL is one of the younger

men whose industry and thrift have accun1t1
lated good holdings in the Big Bend country.
He resides about three miles northwest from
Lamona on a half section of land, a portIon
of which he secured by homestead in 1898
and the rest by purchase. I t is a well improved
farm provided with buildings and other neces
saries and is handled mostly to wheat. Mr.
Purcell has a young orchard situated on bls

. lowsplace and everything about the premIses S 1

an air of thrift that commend very favorably
the owner in his labors.

Ralph Purcell was born
Washington, on December
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•-
f I Albert P., was born in Ohio and crossedat Jer, . . . h .
h lains to Washmgton Wit ox teams m
tep d' L .
h rlv 'sixties. He locate 1U eWls county

t e ea - . f' d'l f 1
d gave his attentIOn to armmg, stea I y 0-

an . 1..,_ 1 '1j'ing that occupatIOn on tll'" same pace untl
OI~1 the year of his death. At that time he
~?as ;1inety-one years of age and had won for

I 'mseli great respect and esteem from all the
]! h" 11Id pioneers of \Vas Illgton terntory ;as we
~s those who knew him in later years. The
mother of our subject, Susan (Lyons) Purcell,
\\as also born in Ohio and accomp'anied her
husband across the plains in the early pioneer
davs, She still lives in Lewis county. Our
subject was educated in the pub~ic sc~ools of
his native country and labored With hiS father
Dn the farm until 1898, when he came to his
present location and took a homestead as stated
<lbm'e, He has gained everything that he owns
from his labors as he started with no money
and has shown wisdom, integrity, and up
rightness that have won for him many friends.
He is very favorably known in this community
and stands well. Mr. Purcell has the follow
ing brothers, James, Benjamin, Elwood, John,
Grant, and Albert. He also has one sister,
Emma, a stenographer in Portland.

•••

FRED WALCH was born in Wurtemberg,
Germany, on November 20, 1858. His pa
rents, George M. and Katherine Walch, were
also ~atives of Germany and wealthy people.
The lather held public office most of his life.
!he mother came from a very prominent fam-
11)' 0 b'" U1: sn Ject was educated in Germany and
\larked lor. ll1S father on the farm until he was
twenty years of age. Then came the trip to
Amenca, after which Mr. Walch settled in
Po~tland, Oregon. Being entirely without
I:apltal, he at once engaged to work for wages
and cant' d' h .8 lllue III t e same until the summer of
I 86, In that year, he came to his present lo-
catIon abo t t '1t k u wo ml es north from Lamona and
~o a homestead and timber culture claims.
. e at Once started to improve the farm b'lt
OWInO' t th f 'f b a e act that there was no market for:nn products, he was obliged to go out and
\Iork for . .
~00n bo wages a portIOn of each year. He
{If . ught more lana and now has an estate

nIne hund d d' '
Which is 0' re an sixty acr~s, nearly all of

boad wheat land. As soon as there

was a market, he gave his entire attention to
farming and has made an excellent success in
this calling. He has improved the place in a
very becoming manner with buildings of' all
kinds, fences, windmills, orchards, and so forth,
and is one of the very richest farmers of Lin
coln coul'l-ty. Mr. \Valch uses each year a
combined harvester and has the most approved
machinery known for farm work. He owns
considerable property in addition to that men
tioned and is a wealthy man.

In 1887, Mr. Walch married Miss Anna
Hamersmith, whose parents are mentioned in
another portion of this work. To this union
three children have been born, Conrad G., J en
nie L., and Leonard L.

•••

GEORGE N. LOWE is a production of
the state of Washington, having been born in
Walla Walla, on May 29, 1866. The father,
E. T. Lowe, was born in Illinois and croS'icd
the plains to \Valla Walla with ox teams in
the early 'sixties. He followed building and
contracting for years in Walla \Valla and there
died in 1874. The mother, Martha C. Lowe,
was born in Virginia and accompanied her
husband across the plains. She died at Walla
Walla in 1879. Our subject being thus early
left an orphan, ",:as associated with \Villiam
Bigham, a large stockman of Oregon and
Washington. His early education was ob
tained in Walla Walla and later he attended
school in Spokane and an academy at Cheney.
In October, 1879, he made his first trip from
\Valla Walla to the Big Bend country in com
pany with Mr. Bigham, who had here a large
band of horses brought from Oregon. Mr.
Bigham was well known in early days through
out the country as one of the largest and most
successful horse raisers in the west. George
N. continued in his labors, riding the range
throughout the entire Big Bend country, until
he was twenty-two years of age. Owing to
the fact that the horses were brought from
Oregon, much extra riding was needed to keep
them from returning to those places. During
those years, the few scattering settlers had to
go to Walla Walla for mail until other post
offices were established nearer. When twen
ty-two, Mr. Lowe entered, the stock business
for himself and gave his entire attention to rais-



266 HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

-
ing horses. He had good success and soon
had a good sized herd of his own. His head
quarters were on Crab creek, near where Irby
station is now located. In 1891, horses so de
creased in value that there was no profit in the
enterprise still he continued until 1900, when
he sold his remaining herd of five hundred for
seven dollars per head. Then Mr. Lowe pur
chased railroad land where Lamona is now.
He secured eight hundred acres, one section of
which is first class wheat land. He first built
a good residence, then commodious barns and
made other improvements needed and is now
one of the substantial agriculturists of the sec
tion. Although Mr. Lowe commenced life as
a very poor boy, he has now gained property
until he is considered one of the well-to-do
men of Lincoln county.·

In 1889, Mr. Lowe married Miss Lue
Parker. Her parents, Horace and Louisa
(Johnson) Parker, were born in Pennsylvania
and New York, respectively. The father
walked across the plains in company with an
ox train in the early 'fifties settling at The
Dalles, Oregon. In 1879, he settled where
Lamona now stands. The mother came via the
Isthmus to Oregon and her marriage occurred
at The Dalles. Mrs. Lowe was born in Wasco
county, Oregon, and is one of a family of four
girls. She came to what is now Lincoln countv

•
with her parents when twelve years of age and
her education was received in the public schools
of Spokane. Mr. Lowe stands well in this
community and is a man of integrity and real
worth.

• • •

JOHN J. CORMANA came to the Big
Bend country about twenty years since, pos
sessed of 110 worldly goods but filled with the
determination to build himself a good home.
He at once took a homestead about seven miles
northwest from where he now resides and be
gan general farming. It was a very slow start
indeed, owing to the newness of the country
and the scarcity of settlers and the many things
with which he had to contend. He continued
in his labors with commendable application and
tenacity and soon had a small farm producing
well. He added by purchase from time to time
until he now has an estate of over sixteen hun
dred acres of choice wheat land all in a high
state of cultivation. The farm is supplied with

excellent buildings of all kinds needed, plent.
of machinery, including a combined harveste~
and a goodly number of horses and other stock'
Mr. Cormana is today one of the wealthy me~

of Lincoln county. He has also gained an ex
cellent standing among the people and is' a
representative citizen of the Big Bend CQuntr\'

John J. Cormana was born in Cald\\'~li
county, Missouri, on May 22, 1857, being the
son of John and Mary A. (McFall) Cormana

•
natives of Kentucky where also they were
reared and married. They came to l\1issQuri
in early days and engaged in farming, later
becoming wealthy in this occupation. Our sub.
ject was reared and educated in Missouri and
followed farming there until 1885, the year

•
he located 'in the Big Bend country.

In 1887, Mr. Cormana married Miss Alice
Reed, a native of Ohio. To them five chil
dren have been born, Carrie M., Claude E"
Bertha L., J. Elmer, and Charlie B, l\lrs.
Cormana's father was a prominent and wealthy
merchant in Ohio. Mr. Cormana has one
brother, William F., who is a mining man oi
British Columbia. Mr. Cormana owns a resi
dence in Harrington and part of the time he
and his family· dwell there.

•••

OTTO C. POLSON resides three and one
half miles northwest from Downs, where he
owns one half section of land. It is a well im
proved farm and is handled by the owner 111

a very skillful manner. Mr. Polson came here
with no means, but owning to his thrift and \\'15

dom has been prospered during all the years
since 1885 so that he is now one of the wealthy
men of the section.

Otto C. Polson was born in S\veden, on
May 7, 1840. His father, N. P. p~lson, \va~
also a native of Sweden and a promrnent rna
who died being aged thirty-three years. The
mother Carmine Polson was born in Sweden,
Our s~bJ'ect was an o~ly child and was but

d' 1 Befive years of age when his father lec.,
f I · nativestarted in the common schools 0 11S

country, then took charge of his m.other's fa;
until 1883 when he came to Cahforl11a., - twO
remained there, engaged for wages to~ t d
years, then came to Washington and se ecBe
his present place, from government land,! 'mS

took a preemption and timber culture cal
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and later bought a~d sold land. Like the other

I set tlers Mr. polson endured many hard-
ear y , .' h I
J

' and discouragmg tImes, nevert e ess he
SlIpS . h' I bo' d h b

tl'nued steadily m IS a rs an as eencan . d .
, II rewarded by contmue prospenty.

\Ie . A' MIn r867, befor~ commg to menca! .r.
polson married MISS C. Nelson, who dIed m
1886. In 1887, he married Mrs. Janet Brande
Srbecker, a native of Scotland. She came to
\\~'ashington in 1886. She had come to the
United States when a small child with her pa
rents and was educated at Salt Lake City. To
ll!r. and Mrs. Polson, two children have been
born Carl and Georgia.

To Mr. Polson and his first wife, two chil
dren were born, Arva, deceased, and Natalie,
wife of S. P. Swenson, now residing near La
mona, Washington. To the present Mrs. PoI
son bv her former husband, were born, Gus,, -
James, Erick, and Janet, all now residing in
Washington.

}.ilL Polson has always shown 'himself an
upright man and has hosts of friends in every
quarter.

•••

FRED L. HAMERSMITH is a merchant
at Lamona, Washington. In addition to doing
a good business in his store, he oversees his
farm of one-half section and acts as justice of
the peace. He was born in Buffalo, N ew York.
on May 7, 1866, the son of L. F. and Johannah
(Llbbert) Hamersmith, natives of Germany.
The mother came to the United States when
SIX months old. The father landed here when
a boy and became a very ,prominent doctor.
HIS pnmary education was received in Ger
n:any and his training was completed in Cin
cmnati, C?hio. He became very successful in
the practIce of medicine and operated in sev
eral states. In 1887, he landed in Lincoln
county and thereafter Jed a retired life until
hIS death, on January 10, 1900. He was de
scended from a very wealthy family of nobility
wh h' ,. IC. ;s prominent in France. Their home be-
mg In the territory which Germany wrested

O
fram France they became German subJ' ects.

ur b' ,su Ject s grandfather was an officer for
i~~:: i~, the ~rench army. Fred L. ca.me ~o
tl \\ Ith hIS parents and there studIed m'

Ie cammon h I '1g sc 00 s unt! they removed to Ore-
V~~;'t In r882, he entered the Willamette uni- )
, I Y and completed the Latin scientific

course. He then spent two years in the study
of medicine under a preceptor and intended to
fit himself for a professor of medicine, but at
the end of two years' his health broke down
and he saw it was useless for him to attempt to
continue further in the university. Accord
ingly, on September IS, 1884, we find him in
Lincoln county, Washington. He took land
by squatter's right near the present site of La
mona and commenced to ride the range. For
ten years he followed that occupation, putting
his earnings for the first five years into cattle.
The winter of 18B9-90 was so severe that he
lost the entire bunch. He continued on the
range until 1893, until he was injured by a
horse falling on him, so severely that he was
unfitted for further riding, then he learned the
blacksmith trade, then the carpenter trade, after
that the jeweler trade but not liking any of
them, determined to farm. Shortly after that, he
opened a store in Lamona and gave his atten
tion to that and renting his land. During these
years, Mr. Hamers:nith has given all his spare
time to scientific investigations and has written
some very good essays on subjects along these
lines. He is a man of first class education, care
ful and deep research, and is a great thinker.
He has conducted many experiments along
scientific lines and achieved results of consider
able good. Mr. Hamersmith is a substantial
man and looked up to in this community.

• ••

FRANK J. GUTH is one of the leading
merchants in Odessa, where he has resided since
the town was started. He was born in Man
kato, Minnesota, the son of Arnold and Mary
Guth, natives of Germany. They came to Min
nesota in 1856 and settled on land near where
Mankato now stands. The father became very
wealthy and is a prominent citizen there. Our
subject was educated in the public schools and
remained with his father until his majority,
then he took a position with S. Larson & Com
pany in Madelia, where he remained fO!,lf years.
In 18<)9. he came to the Pacific coast and spent
sometime in looking over the country, finally
deciding to locate in Odessa. For one year, he
was in the implement house here and in the fall
of 1901, he engaged as partner with L. P. Zim
mer, the owner of the implement house. They
soon added a large line of hardware and the



268
•

HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

next August bought out the former owners of
the Odessa Hardware Company, John Shaffer
and Frank Ardolf. They carry a full line of
hardware, implements, and so forth and are do
ing a large business.

Mr.. Guth is a member of the 1. O. O. F.
and is a popular man. He is possessed of ster
ling energy and has shown first class ability in
building up and handling the business which he
now ovms. He has gained wealth in his labors
and although starting with no capital whatever,
he has met with the success that faithfulness
and integrity merit.

• • •

OLIVER G. WILLIAMS, a worthy busi
ness man and farmer. of Lincoln county, resides
about three miles east from Odessa. He was
born in Ohio, on March 7, 1850, the son of
Joseph and Mary E. (Boyd) Williams, natives
of Bucks county, Pennsylvania, and Ohio re
spectively. The father moved to Ohio when a
young man and later to Missouri and became an
influential and well-to-do citizen. He held num
erous public offices and was a real American,
his ancestors being leading Pennsylvania peo
ple, among the first settlers in the colonies. Our
subject has ascertained through the investiga
tions of Mrs. J. K. Purcell, that his family dates
back to Roger Williams, the famous founder
of Rhode Island. Since then manv of the fam--ily have been identified with the Friends sect and
Joseph Williams was also a member of that de
nomination.

Our subject was educated in Ohio and Mis
souri and studied in the district schools. In
1868, he crossed the plains with teams to Salt.
Lake, where he did a great deal of freighting.
He also made several other trips across the
plains in the course of his labors. In 1870, he
returned to Missouri and there lived four years,
when he again took the western fever and this
time embarked for California. He was en
gaged in various occupations there and finally
settled in Modoc county. It was 1893, when
Mr. \Villiams came to Lincoln county and as
his first venture here was farming, he r.ented
land. Four years later, in company with T. J.
Crowley, he bought land near Odessa and Moh
ler and there now owns two sections and farms

•

four sections. He also has a half interest in a
general merchandise establishment at Mohler.
Mr. Williams has demonstrated himself to be a

man of sterling energy and good ability, hav
ing made a first class success in both his farm
an.d ~usiness la?ors.. It may also be stated at
thIS tIme that hIS entIre property holdings have
been accumulated through his own efforts as
he started in life without any capital whate~'er

In 1883, Mr. Williams married Miss Man:
F. Crowley. Her. parents were James and Mei.
vina (Gibbins) Crowley, prominent and well
to-do people of California. To Mr. and Mrs.
\Villiams eight children have been born Ona, ,
Ella, \Veldon, and Francis, and four deceased.

Mr. Williams is a member of the 1. O. O.
F., and enjoys the best of standing in this com
munity.

•••

LEE M. JOYNER is one of the respected
men of Lincoln county and also one of its weal
thiest citizens. His magnificent estate lies about
fi"e miles east from Odessa and is one of the
finest in the entire Big Bend country. It em
braces sixteen hundred acres of choice wheat
land and returns annually a most handsome div
idend. The,farm is provided with everything
needed on a first class \Vashington estate and
is handled in a very becoming manner by its
proprietor. His residence is one of the best in
the county and Mr. Joyner has shown excellent
taste and skill in laying out and keeping up the
estate. Lee M. Joyner was born in Louisiana.
on October 25, 1861. His father, Columbus
Joyner, was born in Kentucky and moved to
Louisiana during the Civil \Var. He ",as a
veteran of that conflict and died in the sen'ice.
The mother, Susan (Davis) Joyner. was bOr!Iin
Missouri and went with her husband to LolllS

iana when a girl. Her father was a ".en
wealthy and prominent planter. Our subject
was educated in the public schools of MISSOUfi

and Kansas. His mother moved back to MIS

souri when he was still a young child and 1115
boyhood days were passed in that state and
Kansas until 1874. In that year. he set~led on
a stock ranch in Cassia county. Idaho. bemg oc·
cupied there for four years. In 1878. he made
a trip to the Black Hills in Dakota and spent
one year there. Thence he journeyed to !Zan
sas where he was engaged in tilling the soil for
a few years. From that place he returned to

-' gaIOsouthern Idaho and took up stock ralsmg a k
In 1890, he landed in Lincoln county and to°

dgovernment land and also bought railroad Ian.
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He turned his attention to raising horses and
also handling some c~ttle for a number of years,

I Solei his stock mterests and bought landtJen . . d
crh to make the large estate mentIOneenout> . h' .

abore. Since then, he has gIven IS entIre at-
tention to raising the cereals and has made a
Ii succesS in thIs lme of endeavor. Mr. Joy-
~~ has won the r.espect of the people and is a

~e:'Y popular man. He and his wife h~ve four
children, Lena, Roy, Myrtle and BernIce.

:\1 r. Joyner is a memb~r o~ ~he Maccabees
and a progressive and pub~lc-spl.ntedma.n. He
has ahrays manifested a hvely mterest m edu
cational matters and in the upbuilding of the
country, having done much in these lines.

•••

JESSE P. COX is numbered with the early
pioneers of Lincoln county. He resides now
about four miles northeast from Odessa and is
occupied in general farming and stock raising.
He labored through the hardships of early days
\I'ith tenacity and energy which have been re
Irarded with an accumulation of property quite
gratifying. He has four hundred and eighty
acres of goodland. all fenced and well improved
\\'ith buildings and so forth, owns forty head of
cattle. some horses, and considerable general
property. Mr. Cox has gained, meanwhile, in
addition to his property the good will and re
spect of all who know him.

Jesse P. Cox was born in Gentry county,
JI,issouri, on December 27, 1854. His parents,
\\ J1liam and Cassander (Bounds) Cox, were
born in Tennessee and came to Missouri in
early days. The father is a veteran of the Civil
War anel is now a prominent and wealthy man.
The mother died when our subject was a child.
.\t the age of nine, Jesse rode a horse and drove
cattle from Missouri to the \Villamette valley,
belllg In company with his father and two
uncles. Settlement was made in Yamhill county
and th~ father turned his attention to farming
and mIll1l1g. Our subject received his educa
tIon 111 this vicinity but the opportunities were
IlI11lted. He assisted his father with milling
and f .armll1g there until 1867, when a move ,vas
made to Umatilla county. Here stock raising
employed them entirely and our subject rode the
~ange for many years. During this time the

lute Indians made a raid through Oregon
and Mr. Cox was forced to leave his farm for a

time as also were many other settlers. The
savages destroyed property and life in a reck
less manner customary to them, but on the farm
of Mr. Cox, they met their first resistance.
They succeeded in doing much damage to prop
erty but no life was lost here. Finally the out
break was quelled. Our subject was occupied
later in handling stock in Idaho, then in the
government employ as teamster. In 1873, he
moved to Idaho county and engaged in farm
ing.· Four years later, he returned to Uma
tilla county, handling lumber for a while in
Pendleton. Then he bought a ranch on Birch
creek, near Pilot Rock, where he made his home
until 1888. In that year, he sold all his prop
erty in Umatilla county and invested in stock
which he brought to his present location. The
second winter they were there, that of 1889-90,
he lost half of his stock through inclement
weather. It ,vas a year long to be remembered
by Mr. Cox as the snow lay two and one-half
feet deep on the level and the thermometer
ranged in the neighborhood of thirty degrees
below zero much of the time and he was forced
to ride ten miles each day to feed his stock. He
passed through all the hardships successfully
and has been prospered until the present time.
Mr. Cox is certainly to be classed with the real
builders of this country.

In 1877, Mr.. Cox married Miss Sarah
Beasley, who was born in Schuyler county, ::\Iis
souri, and came to Oregon with her parents
when a child. She is well educated, having
graduated from the Pendleton high school and
takes great interest in current literature. Her:
parents, \Villiam and Catherine (Prunner)
Beasley, were born in Illinois and Indiana, re
spectively. They crossed the plains to \Vestern
Oregon in 1865, where they now dwell, being
worthy people.

. To Mr. and Mrs. Cox the following chil
dren have been born, Mrs. Ora Colyar, han K.,
Jessie C. c., Perry \V., Elvan E., and
Lula L.

•••

CHARLES V. DRAZAN lives at Odessa.
He is one of the wealthiest land owners in south
ern Lincoln county and is a man of ability and
integrity. He was born in Bohemia, on Octo
ber 18, 1873. His parents were John and An
nie (Kovasik) Drazan, natives of Bohemia.
The common schools of his native country fur-



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

-
nished our subject his educational training and
following that period of his life, he began' tQ
work for wages. In 1893, he came to America
and hired out on a farm in Minnesota. Two
years later, he went to St. Paul, taking a posi
tion as interpreter for the St. Paul and Duluth
lines, ha \'ing learned the English language
thoroughly, during the time that he had then
lived in this country. He won the confidence
of his employers and was steadily advanced to a
responsible position. Later, he entered the em
ploy of the Northern Pacific land company in
the capacity of interpreter. In 1898, he came
west to Ritzville and soon thereafter, he jour
neyed to Odessa, where there were no business
buildings. He immediately entered the real
estate business, being appointed resident agent
for the Northern Pacific land company. He
did a fine business for years and soon had accu
mulated over two thousand acres of good wheat
land. Later, however, part of this was sold and
he now owns the balance which is well improved
w'ith farm buildings, fences, and so forth and is
producti\'e of excel1ent returns in crops. Mr.
Drazan started in the Cnited States without any
capital and has accumulated his present holding
by his ability and labors. He has also won the
confidence of the people and stands well.

In 1899, Mr. Drazan married Miss Mary
B., daughter of Joseph and Mary (Bartee)
Chalupsky. The parents came to Minnesota in
very early days, the father settling there in the
times when the Indians were hostile on every
hand. He had many engagements with them
but overcame all and became a very prominent
man. Mrs. Drazan was born in Lesueur coun
tv Minnesota. To Mr. and Mrs, Drazan 1\1"0- ,
children have been born, Walter E. and Mar-
ghery E.

•••

JACOB P. WEBER, of the firm of Weber
Brothers, is one of the leading business men of
Odessa. The firm carries a large stock of hard
ware and implements and does an extensive
business throughout the country surrounding.

Jacob P. \Veber, was born in Bonhomme
county, South Dakota, on April 18, 1875, the I

son of Philip and Mary (Barreth) Weber. The
father \\'as born in Russia of German ancestry
and came to South Dakota in 1874. He was.
one of the pioneer settlers of that section and
became a wealthy and prominent farmer. He

is now deceased. The mother of our subj et
was also born in Southern Russia and came Wfth
her. people to this country in 1874. Our subject
studied in the common schools of South Da.
kota, then worked on his father's farm nntil he
was twenty-two years of age. In 1897, he rem.
ed a farm in South Dakota and worked the
same for two years, then he came to where
Odessa now stands and located a homestead
eight miles south. Later, he bought other land
and continued farming until 19°1, when he
came into Odessa and bought a furniture store
of John Reimann and also bought the harness
stock of Charles L. Shaw. He operated the
t,,'o for some time, then sold the furniture es
tablishment and put in a large line of hard
ware and implements. In May, 1903, he took
four of his brothers in' partnership with him,
they being William, Leo P., Christian and John.
The firm does a large business and is one of the
leading establishments in this portion of the
countv. Mr. \Veber owns eighty acres of land-and a good residence in Odessa in addition to
his mercantile business. The firm occupies lIrO
large store buildings besides their warehouses,

In 1897, Mr. Weber married Miss Tressa,
daughter of Michael and Minnie (Sees) Patcer,
natives of Russia and now dwelling in South
Dakota. Mrs. Weber was born in Russia ai
German ancestors. To this couple tl\O chil
dren have been born, Martha M. and Mary JI.
:'Ir. \Veber. is a councilman of Odessa and a
member of the A. O. U. W. He and his Irife
belong to the German Congregational church
and are highly respected people.

• ••

FIELDON LOGSDON is one of the old
est settlers in the vicinity of Odessa. In fact:
there was but one other. settler in this part at
Lincoln county when Mr. Logsdon came here
in 1889. He gave his attention to general farm
ing until 1900 when he bought out the Odessa, , Hen-
Hardware and MercantIle Company. e d
tered into partnership with L. P. Zimmer ::~.
F. J. Guth. They opened a very extensl\'el1

' •

ware store and carry a full line of implement~.

Their store is provided with all c0l1l'emence;i
and the firm is doing a large business being \\e
known in this portion of the count~. lumbia

Fieldon Logsdon was born III Co 86"
county, Washington, on December 10, I /'
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be'n" the son of Joseph H. and Martha (Fu-
la)b LOlYsdon, natives of Kentucky. The fa-

qu b I" 86 . h dther crossed the p allls III I 3 WIt teams an
located on a farm in Columbia county, where
Starbuck now stands. Later. he moved to Walla
Walla county and there owned ~ ranch, whic?
he sold in 1888. He has now retIred f~om.bU~I
ness spending the golden years of hIs hfe III

the ~njoyment of the returns his labor has pro
rided.' The mother of our subject crossed the
plains ,,,ith he: husband ~nd was ?is constant
companion untIl her death III the spnng of 1887.

Fieldon was educated in the district schools,
then completed a course in Whitman College.
In 1889, he took a homestead near where Odes
sa now stands and shortly thereafter carne to re
side ,rith his family here. He owns four hun
<Ired and eighty acres of fine wheat land, which
is well improved with buildings, orchard, fences
and so forth. He has a 'good residence in
Odessa and a one-third interest in the mercan
tile business mentioned above.

In 1887, Mr. Logsdon married Miss Clara
E. Ridout, who was born in Jasper county,
lo\\'a. To them, four children have been born,
Alra H., Elsie H., Violet T. and Madge D.,
<1eceased. Mr. Logsdon has held various offices
of public trust and is now state councilman at
Ddessa. He is vice grand of the 1. O. O. F. at
Ddessa and is a popular and respected man.

•••

GEORGE W. NASH resides about eight
miles north from Govan, where he owns one
section of fine wheat land. He has a valuable
residence, plenty of buildings, large estate and
full equipments for the operation of the same.
The farm is all under cultivation and is one of
the excellent places in Lincoln county.

George W. Nash was born in Indiana, on
~o\'ember 13, 1866. His father, Thomas H.
l\ash. was born near Pittsburg, Pennsylvania,
and served all through the Civil War, being un
der Logan and Grant. He carne from Pennsyl
'lama to Indiana in early days and did good
work in the settlement of that section. The
mother of our subject, Martha (Dolans) Nash,
Was born in Indiana. She had three brothers
~n the Ci"il War. Our subject was educated
In the common schools of Missouri whither he
~~ent with ~is paren.ts.when quite young. Later

IIQrkeclm sawmllhng for a number of years,

then carne west, settling on his present location
in 1889. He increased his holdings by pur
chase until he owns a section. of land, as stated
above. Mr. Nash r,emarks that when he carne
to his homestead and invoiced his property, he
found that he possessed just nine dollars in
cash which was the larger portion of his entire
holding. He has been prospered exceedingly
in his labors on account of his wisdom and as-
siduity. .

In 1893, Mr. Nash married Miss Clara La
Follette, whose parents, Harvey and Susan
(Fullerwider,) LaFollette, were natives of -In
diana. Mrs. Nash was born in Wisconsin,
reared in Indiana and came to the Big Bend
country where she took a pre-emption in 1889.
She had two brothers, pioneers of Lincoln coun
ty, \V. J., deceased, who had a pre-emption and
homestead here; Grant A., who took govern
ment land which he has increased by purchase to
an estate of eight hundred acres; and one, Hon.
William L., the fruit king of the northwest, who
now resides at Wawawai, Washington. She is
a cousin of Governor LaFollette of \Viscon
sin. Various other members of the family have
held prominent positions. Mr. Nash has two
brothers, John D. and H. M.

• ••

RICHARD CONNELL, 1\.1. D., needs no
introduction to the people of Odessa and the
surrounding country. In addition to his large
medical practice, he owns a drug store as a
necessary accessory. He is also postmaster,
having been appointed to that position, Janu
ary 7, 1891, and holding it continuously since
that date.

R. Connell was born in Cattaraugus county,
New York, on April 5, 1856, being the son of
Martin and Johannah Connell, natives of Ire
land. The father came to New York when a
young man and began his career as a laborer on
a railroad. He rose to the position of assistant
road master and was a trusted official. Our
subject was educated in the common schools of
Ohio and Nebraska, where he went with his
parents when a boy. It was 1888 when he en
tered the Kentucky School of Medicine at

Louisville, Kentucky. He here pursued the
study of medicine and graduated in 1889 re
ceiving the degree of Doctor of Medicine. Im
mediately subsequent to that he went to Cali-
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fomia and began practice. In 1890, we find
him in Tenino, this state, following his profes
sion, and later he was at Fairhaven, where he
remained four vears. After that he went east-and took a post graduate course, being deter-
mined to keep thoroughly abreast \vith the rap
idly advancing science of medicine. After this,
he returned to North Yakima in this state, and
practiced t,here for one year. Thence he re
mOl'ed to Spokane and practiced there until
1900, the year in which he located at Odessa.
It is interesting to note that Dr. Connell started
in life ,,-ithout a dollar. He learned telegraphy
and used it as a stepping stone to his profes
sion of medicine, and by his own labors the
entire expense of gaining his education was
paid. He has now a lucratiye practice and has
won the respect and confidence of all.

In 1882, Dr. Connell married .iVliss Mary A.
Israel, a natiye of Iowa. She died in 189?,
leaving three children, Fred R., Hazel and
Sarah, deceased. In 1897, Dr.. Connell married
Miss Kina Hall, a native of Maine. They have
an adopted son, Henry. The Doctor has held
various offices of trust in the places ,,-here he
has resided and is a progressi\'e and well in
formed man. He is a member of the 1. O. O.
F., of the Foresters and also of the Spokane
Medical Society.

•••

HOX. IS,-\.-\C KEWTOX ClJSHMAX.
Certainly the Big Bend country is favored in
having such a large number of wealthy and
capable citizens. Not least among these is the
substantial gentleman of whom \ve nO\\' have
the pleasure to speak and who has shown him
self a man of principle and energy. He resides
about three miles south from \Vilbur where he
has an estate of eighteen hundred acres. Tweh-e
hundred acres of this are del'oted to the produc
tion of the cereals while the balance gives pas
ture to his herds. The place is well improved
and handled in a skill ful manner and is one of
the choice properties in central \Vashington.

1. ?\ _Cushman \vas born in Hartland, Ver
mont. on July 7. 1851, being the son of Clark
and Abagail F. (Tucker) Cushman, natives of
Vermont The father was born on the same
farm where our subject ,,'as and in 1838,
moved to Illinois but returned in two years to
Vermont In 1864. he sold the old h<tmestead

and went to New Hampshire, where he bo h
another farm, which was his home unnU~t
death in 1869. The paternal grandfather If IS

b· H 0 OUrsu Ject, olmes Cushman, was in the Re I
- d Wu·twnary war an on the staff of General Li

Fayette. Ro~rt Cushman, the ancestor of the
Cushman fa~l1tly, came to the new world the
next year atter the Mayflower. He was oi
Purit~n stock and t?e family. h.as always been
prom1l1ent :rhe primary: tr~1I1111g oi our sub
Ject ,,-as recen'ed 111 the dIstrIct schools oi Ve,
mont and New Hampshire" and in 1871, hee~,
tered the state normal school at Kormal I1r.
nois. taking there a t\yO years' course.' I~.
mediately subsequent to that, he taught a dis
trict school ior. six months where they had
sel'enty-fil'e pupIls. Then :Mr. Cushman turned
his attention to engineering, learning the trade
and that of the m~chinist, thorough!y. In 18i6,
Ive find 1.11m 111 :\: el'ada, a mechal1lcal engineer
111 the m1l1es and he also "Tought in Idaho and
California. In 1882, he came to The Dalles.
Oregon. and entered the employ of the O. R. &
X. rail,,'ay as a machinist The next year.
1883. he ~ame to his present location and 'took
a homestead and timber culture claim. T\\o
of his sisters took homesteads here and like a
large majority of the other early settlers, they
were obi iged to go to other portions of the
country to earn money to improve their land.
Mr. Cushman has labored steadily along until
the present time, winning an excellent success
in financial matters. He has alwavs manifested,
a studious spirit and surrounded himself Irith
good books. the result of which is that he has
a yery well informed mind.

Mr. Cushman had one brother, Olil"er. \rho
was captain of Company E, First Vermont Car'
aIry, during the Civil War. and was killed at
Cold Harbor in 1864. He has three sisters.
Mrs. Jennie Bridges, Mrs. Abbie C. Hine. and
Harriet E. The last named sister has always
made her home with her brother and is inter
ested with him in their large estate. She re
ceived the degree of A. B. in Oberlin Colle~e
and has tall"'ht in a number of the leachng co'
leges in this~ountry and also in Honolulu. She

. . h" tl UniI'ersltyspent sometime 111 teac lllg 111 le
of Idaho. ·nk n I .

Mr. Cushman has always taken a 'ee. s
terest in political matters and has helel ya

nou
f. . t" ed that 0offices arnona- \vhlch may be me,1 Ion, to

representative in the state legislature.
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THOMAS WALTERS

MR. AND MRS. CHARLES G. GERLACH

JOHN NICHOLASQN
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CH -\RLES G. GERLACH, one of the
. II-t -do farmers and stock men of Lincoln

we 0 b' 1'1 h
t . resides now a out elg lt ml es sout

cOun \. h" 88from \Vilbur. He came to t IS country In 1 3
without means an~ immedi.ately selected a
homestead which he Improved In the usual man-

hayin<r to ero abroad to earn the money to
ner, '" '" . '1 hdo it with. From that time untl t e present,
about t\"enty years, Mr. Gerlac? has been one
of the substantial and progressIve men of ~he

ounty. His labors have been crowned wIth
~ucce~s on account of ha:ring been directed by
wisdom and a keen foresIght. He has a large
estate which is well improved, besides other
property. It .may be said ?f Mr. Gerlach that
\\"herever he IS known, he IS esteemed as a re
spected and hospitable man. Noone can ever
say that he left his door hungry or uncared for.

. Charles G. Gerlach was born in Monroe.
~ljchigan, on March 3, 1863, being the son of
John and Mary (Erdinger) Gerlach, natives of
Germany. The father came to America when

"verI' young and settled .in Michigan and fol-
IO\\'"ed mechanical work and engineering. The
mother died when our subject was very young.
He had a very poor chance to gain an education
but was so industrious and painstaking in his
research that he soon came to be a well in
formed man. \Vhen twelve years of age. he
",as bound out to a farmer to labor until
t\l'entv-oue at which time he was to receive a

•
suit of clothes and one hundred dollars in
mane)'. So well did he perform his labor, that
the suit of clothes and the one hundred dollars
were given when he was twenty years of age.
That money paid his ticket to Walla Walla,
",here he worked for wages one year. The next
year. as stated above, he came to his present lo
cation where he now owns eight hundred and
t",ent), acres of land. The farm is one of the
typical ones of central Washington and is very
\"aluable.

In 1898. Mr. Gerlach married Miss Eliza
B.. daughter of Moses and Susan (Stauffer)
Brown, .natives of Canada and now dwelling
south at Wilbur.' Mrs. Gerlach was born in
Ontario on August 23, 1866. To this marriage
~~le child has been born. George R. Mr: Ger-

ch has one bro.ther, A. F., who was m the
stock business with him here for five years. He
IS now .f an engmeer on the Great Northern. Sot back as Mr. Gerlach is able to obtain in
ormation. the entire Gerlach family were me-

18

chanics. Our subject IS a blacksmith by trade,
but only to a very limited extent has he ever
labored of others.

• • •

THOMAS WALTERS is certainly to be
classed as one of the earliest pioneers of the
Big Bend country. There were probably not
more tha'n two or three settlers in the whole
region when he selected his home place and
entered the field of stock raising on these broad
prairies. He now dwells about eleven miles
south from \Vilbur on a farm of four hundred
and eighty acres which is well stocked and in a
high state of cultivation.

Thomas \Valters was born in Fulton coun
ty. Illinois. on March 13, 1835, the son of John
and Elizabeth (Borker) Walters. The father
was born in Tennessee and raised in Alabama.
He served in the Black Hawk war and was
a prominent and well-ta-do citizen of Illinois
in earlv days. The mother was born in Illinois.• •

descended from Welsh parentage. Her; father.
John Borker. was one of the earliest settlers in. .

Illinois. He was a prominent and wealthy citi-
zen and was widely known for his philanthro
phy and generosity. Our subject received his
education in the common schools of his native
state and worked for his father on the farm,
until 1859. when he crossed the plains with ox
teams to Walla Walla, arriving in that town
in August of the same year, it then being com
posed of a few dwellings, two stores, and one
saloon. Although many poor emigrants were
slain by the Indians on the road in 1859, our
subject and his train came across safely. Mr.
Walters immediately hired out freighting and
continued the same until 1861, when he went
to Orofino and began mining. He made lots of
money there, and in 1863 went to Boise in com
pany with his brother, John Walters. They did
well, mining, making as high as eight hundred
dollars per day. In 1865. they sold their min
ing interests and put forty thousand dollars into
freighting outfits. They transported goods
into the mines, receiving twenty-five cents per
pound and it is interesting to note that twenty
five cent pieces were the smallest change in that
part of the country. In 1865, Mr. \Valter
bought a farm in Walla Walla and after
freighting some years went there to reside. In
1874, he canle to his present location and no
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neighbors were nearer than twenty miles. His
trading \yas all done in \ Valla \Valla, one hun
dred and t\yenty miles away. The brothers of
our subject \\'ere John \V., who was in partner
ship with \Villiam for years and died in this
country. in 1900; Joseph. a farmer in Nebraska;
Tanney, a wealthy farmer of Illinois. Mr. \Val
ter has certainly experienced the hardships of
the rough days of the early west and has shown
commendable effort and wisdom during his
long and eventful career, and is now the owner
of a comforable and valuable property. He is
well known all over the Big Bend country and
is as highly esteemed as he is widely known.

JOHN NICHOLA..SON is one of the ex
tensive real estate O\vners of Lincoln county.
He has nearly two thousand acres of land about
four miles south from \Vilbur, which is de
voted to general farming and is one of the very
valuable estates of the Big Bend country.

John Nicholason was born at sea, under the
•

NOf\\'egian flag. on March 7, 1854. His father.
N e\yton Nicholason, a native of Scotland, was
the owner of a schooner with which he coasted
along the shores of Norway. On one of these
trips. he met Magline Larson, a daughter of a
prominent Norwegian family, who later became
his bride. Mr. Nicholason then went to Nor
way to live except what time he \\"as at sea. He
did business until the ship went down and he
was lost. Our subject was educated in the com
mon schools of Korway until eight years of
age, then shipped on the steamer Bergan. He
sailed to various parts of the world on Nor
wegian, Spanish. and English ships and after
ward came to Ouebec whence he went to De--troit, and worked as a common laborer. He
wrought through \Visconsin, Minnesota, Iowa.
and J'vIissouri. In 1871 he was a teamster for
General Custer, on the J\'Iusselshell. He was
one of the pioneers to the famous Black Hills
country and from there went to Montana, then
to Colorado and afterwards. in 1878, to the
Pacific coast. He \\-as in business in Seattle for
a while and then went to mining. In r882,
Mr. Nicho1ason came to his present location
and settled on a homestead. The land was in
disp~lte ancl for fourteen years the controversy
contll1u:d \\Ith the result that he finally won
out. HIS labor ?lHI business ability have gained

-------
~ fine competence ~nd in addition to the rna ..
Icent estate mentIOned, he has conside~~t.
other property. a Ie

In r&;)2, Mr. N icholason married Yl'S C. H d S ar·
ne "daughter of Jacob and Katl .
(J h ) \ . lenne

o nson hnderson, nattves of 1\or\\'a'
F ' I I . I \ and'm anc, respecttve y. Mrs. Nicholason'. was
born 111 \Vardo, Norway; on July 18 r8-8 T
this marriage five children have been'bor~1 'R 1°
Nina, Lena K., Edna, and Bjorn. ,Ot,

11r. Nicholason start.ed in liie with no
means and after he was eIght years of ao-e I'
I b I· d h " , liSa ors supp Ie t e means to support his wid-
o,wed mother.. ~e has ~raveled very exten.
sIVely, havmg VISIted vanous portions of th
globe, and his inquiring mind has given him ~
vast fund of information.

•••

WILLIAM S. HURLBERT, who resides
at Hesseltine, was born in Lake countv Indiana., ,
on April 13, 1842. His father, William H,
Hurlbert, was a pioneer of Ohio and Indiana.
The mother, Catherine (Bean) Hurlbert, died
when our subject was a child. William S.
went to Missouri with his parents when my
young and there received his education in the
common schools. He worked on his father's
farm until 186 I, when he enlisted in the Se\,
enth Missouri Volunteer Cavalry, under Gen·
eral Steele, and was west of the Mississippi in
the service. He had many exciting adventures
with the bushwhackers and in general fighting
and was one of the party who chased Quantrell
and his party for three days, Our subject cap'
tured that leader's horse with saddle, bridle,
saber scabbard, and overcoat but Quantrell sue·
ceeded in getting away. Mr. Hurlbert \\'as
mustered out in 1865 and nine years later came
to the Willamette valley in Oregon. He farmed
there until 1877, when he moved to the Palouse
country. Later he farmed in the vicinity of
Colfax and there continued until 1884 when he
took a homestead where he now resides. He
kept a small hotel for a number of years and IS

well known all over the country both to the
residents of Lincoln county as well as travelers.

In 1866 Mr. Hurlbert married Miss )lary
J., the dau~hter of Robert and Rachel (~t~·
can) Dixon, natives of Germany and." ~hi~
do farmers. Mrs. Hurlbert was born 111 1 m
and went to Missouri when a child. To n

e
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have been born the following children, Robert
D., William H., .George R, Sarah J., Mrs. Leah
R :\yo-ren LevI, and Adah G.
.~lIi:' an:l Mrs. Hurlbert are highly esteemed

.piol~eers of Lincoln county and number ~s
their friends all who have the pleasure of theIr
acquaintance. .In the early days he was one ?f
the leading freIghters of the northwest and In
1886, he was the h~aviest transporter of goods
to the Okanogan mInes.

•••

ROBERT R. NEAL is perhaps the most
extensiye fruit grower in Lincoln county. He
certainly has done considerable work and is de
serring of great credit. His place is about six
miles north from Hesseltine and consists of two
hundred and forty acres, forty acres of it being
irrigated. Mr. Neal has shown great wisdom
in laying out and handling the place and has
made himself a master, of the fruit business, as
will be discerned by the results he has achieved.

Robert R. Neal was born in Franklin coun
ty, Illinois, on March 29, 1852, the son of
Aaron and Elizabeth (Clumpet) Neal. The
father was born in South Carolina and moved to
Illinois in 1818. He fought in the Black Hawk
,var and was a prominent and well to do man.
The mother was born near where the battle of
Co,vpens was fought. Our subject received an
ordinary education from the public schools of
lIlinois and upon the completion of the same,
spent six years in buying and selling cattle in
Kansas. In 1882, he came to Sherman, \Vash
ington, and first filed on land in township 27,
range 33, it being the township in which Sher
man is now located. For four years, he re
mained there, meeting and overcoming the ob
stacles and hardships incident to a pioneer life.
Then he remained in his present location, tak
mg a homestead and bought eighty acres. Since
that tIme, he has given his undivided attention
to the study of the fruit industry, and carrying
on the same. He has a large orchard of all
leading yarieties of apples, both winter and fall,
a fine peach orchard, and also raises many pears,
~runes, plums, cherries, grapes, strawberries,
,nd so forth. Mr. Neal has never had a failure
111 the fruit crop in his section and in addition
to making an undivided success himself has
done an untold amount of good to the commun-

ity in stimulating worthy efforts in this very im
portant industry. He raised in 1893, thirty
thousand quarts of strawberries on three acres
and cleared nine hundred dollars on them. He
also raises cotton, tobacco, and sweet potatoes,
and in 1888 raised one yam weighing fourteen
pounds. There were enough others in the same
hill to make twenty-five pounds. He irrigates
his land from a large spring on the farm.

In 1878, Mr. Neal married Miss Louisa
Van Dusen. She died in 1894. In 1898, Mr.
Neal married Mrs. Tinnie (Park) Beers. He
has the following children, \Villiam R, Ollie
E., Fred 0., Frank L., Roy R, Nora E., Mat
tie M., and E. Alice. He also has one step-son.
Joseph Beers. In 1895, Mr. Neal was appoint
ed fruit inspector for Lincoln county and held
that office for six years. He is a man of pro
gressive ideas and good sound judgment and
the success he has gained is one of the choice
bits of Lincoln county history.

• ••

EDWARD J. KRIEGLER is at the head
of one of the largest mercantile establishments
of Odessa. The firm name is The Kriegler
Page Mercantile Co. and Mr. Kriegler is secre
tary and treasurer of th,e same. He wa~ born
in Bohemia. on November 27, 1871. HIS par
ents, Joseph and Rose (Pechacek) Krie&"ler,
were natives of Bohemia, and the father IS a
prominent and worthy mercl~antan.d land owner
in Austria. This son receIved hIS early edu
cation in the common schools, then later com
pleted a course in Landskron college, ~raduat

ing with especial honors as leader of .hls cla.ss.
In 1886. Mr. Kriegler went to Watennlle, MII1
nesota. 'where he was engaged on a farm for.
three years, then he turned hi~ attention to t~e
mercantile business there and In Dakota and 111

1899, located at Mohler in this coun~y. He
operated a general merchandise establIshment
and lumberyard there until 1901, in which ye~r

he disposed of his property and located In

Odessa. He handles all kinds of general mer
chandise hardware, lumber, coal and wood. In
1902, a 'stock company was formed in which
he is now general manager and they own the
largest establishment in this part of the country.

In 1900, Mr. Kriegler married Miss Louise
Kanne, a native of Minnesota. Her father,
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August Kanne, is a wealthy farmer in that state.
Mr. Kriegler was the first town treasurer of
Odessa and has held many other offices of pub
lic trust in the various places where he has
resided. He is a sterling business man and has
won the confidence of the people in this section
and is the recipient of an extensive patronage.

• ••

ROBERT JAMISON, who lives about one
mile west from Tipso, came from the Emerald
Isle. His forefathers migrated from Scotland
to Ireland and lived in the immediate neigh
borhood of President McKinley's ancestors.
Our: subject was born in An~rim county, Ire
land, in 1845. His father, William Jamison,
was born in the same place and was a promi
nent and upright man. He was a wann sup
porter of the Presbyterian church. His mother,
Nancy (Smith) Jamison, was born in Ireland.
Our subject studied in the common schools of
his native place, then worked for wages on his
father's farms until he came to America in
1883. One year thereafter he spent in
searching out the country and finally in 1884,
he settled on his present farm. His brother,
William, came to this section with him. Like
most all the other p,ioneers, Mr. Jamison was
forced to go out to work in the Palouse country
and Spokane to· secure money for food and
with which to improve the homestead. He la
bored along patiently, gaining ground each
year; until the land began to produce and since
then he had devoted his entire attention to farm
ing. He has' now a half section, well improved
and productive of fine annual dividends. In
1903, Mr. Jamison married Miss Elizabeth
Hale, a daughter of James C. and Fannie
(Craig) Hale, natives of Ireland and worthy
farmers. Mrs. Jamison was born and reared
in Ireland and has the following brothers and
sisters, William, a retired farmer in Wilbur;
Samuel and James in Ireland; Jane, in Ireland;
and Margaret, deceased.

- -----"•••

HENRY MENKE, who resides four and
one-half miles northwest from Hesseltine, was
born in Germany, on October 25, 1867. He is
a son of John and Mary (Ahlers) Menke, na-

tives of Germany. The father was a pro
f h· lUmentcontractor 0 IS country. Our subject .'

educated in the public schools of Gennall" :'as
I . .. alterw llCh he went to work for. \,:ages for two years

In 1884, he came to the Umted States and ..
tied in Nebraska where he worked for ,. set-
f · Th' be' , agesor nme years. en, It mg 1893 he J'

h
. , Our·

~eyed toI Wdas I.ngton and after due inrestiga_
tlon, se ecte hIS present location and took
homestead. He has bought various pieces ~
land since until he now owns .four hundred a~~
forty acres. Ne.arly th~ entIre estate is gOOd
wheat land and IS well Improved, having resi-I dence, large barn, orchard, and other equip
ments. Mr. Menke has a number of horses and
gives his attention mostly to raising grain. Like
many of the pioneers, he started with very little
capital aside from two good strong hands but. ,
now IS a wealthy man.

In 1897, Mr. Menke married Miss Lucinda
Dehmlow. She was born in Nebraska. the
daughter of Henry and Sophia (Will) Deh
mlow, pioneers to Nebraska. To this uniou.
four children have been born, Marie S., Freu
erick J., Paulina A. M., and an infant, unnamed.

Mr. Menke has the following brothers and
sisters, John, George, Garhard, Dedrick and
William. In political matters and local affairs,
Mr. Menke has always taken a keen interest and
displays good judgment and sound principles.
He has many warm friends and is highly re
spected in the community.

• • •

IDA WHITESIDE. Everyone ,,,ho re
sides in the northern portion of Lincoln coun'
ty knew Michael Whiteside, one of the prom
inent and highly respected citizens of the Big
Bend country. He came here in early days and
wrought with great skill in acquiring property
and in the upbuilding of the country.. He suc'
ceeded admirably. Owing to his gelllahtyand
accommodating ways, he was exceedingly pcp'
ular and had hosts of friends. . H is death oc-

. e mdecurred in 1902. The home estate IS on .
south of Hesseltine where his wido'''. the nn·

d· b' f' h' . I 'des Sheme late su Ject 0 t IS artlc e, res) . . h
was born in Missouri the daughter of Josla_
and Nancy (Mahar) Spencer. The fath~r ~a,
a native of Virginia and came to MissoUri "" en

I became aa young man. He settled there all(
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, t and well to do miller. The mother
Prommen . Oh' H. '1 Whiteside was born In 10. er
ot 11 rs. 0. . fl . I MIe were wealthy an m ueritla. rs.
~IP 'de came to Oregon with her parents
\\ utes l h 0. . . h

h 111'ld and received er e ucatlOn m t at
II' en a c

alld in Washington. In 1888, she mar-
state . ' fIll", d u'chaeI H. vVhiteslde, a natIve 0 mOls.
ne lVl1 • I'f' hSh hared with him the pIOneer I em t e west
un~lshis departure. During thi.s time they ac
cumulated a large estate of sIxteen hundred
acres, dil'ided into fo?r first ~la~s far?1s, each
of which is supplied WIth all bUlldmgs, Improve
ments and equipments needed. At the tIme of
his death, his property was valued from twenty
fire to thirty thousand dollars. To them were
born the following children, Mrs. Mary Van
buren and Jesse Whiteside.

Mrs. Whiteside is now residing in a beau
tiful house, one mile south from Hesseltine. It
is of modem architectural design, commodious,
and Irell finished. The surroundings are pleas
ant and tasty, while a beautiful orchard, run
ning water in the yard, and other desirable
things make it one of the choice rural abodes
of the Big Bend.

• ••

ALEXANDER D. ROBERTS, a pioneer
of 1886, lives about one-half mile north from ,
Tipso, where he owns an excellent farm which I

is well supplied with everything needed both for,
comfort and utility. Mr. Roberts started in life
amid the greatest adversity having no money
and no acquaintances and was forced to make
a little dugout for himself and wi fe and chil
dren to live in the first winter. A couple of
rough boards with a flour sack stretched over
the aperture served for a door and a window
and it was with the utmost endeavor that he
obtained the barest necessities of life. In early
sprlOg he packed his blankets from there
to Spokane, a distance of one hundred
and twenty miles, and had but one meal
enroute. He had left five pounds of
~our, and three pounds of bacon for

IS WIfe and children, but he soon secured work
and1had plenty of provisions. From that time
unlI the M .present, • r. Roberts has labored m-
cefssantly and all that he now owns is the result
o hIS 1"'15 I . be
ha . e) stowed labors. Those days of

rdshlp alld d " f'epnvatlon to the rontIersman

have passed away forever in this part of the
country, but they never can be too eloquently
told for it is utterly impossible to explain to
succeeding generations the efforts made, the ob
stables overcome, or. the trying ordeals passed
through.

Alexander D. Roberts was born in Missouri
on February 25, 1855. His father, J. William
Roberts, was born in Kentucky and went with
his parents to Missouri when an infant. His fa
ther bought land in Missouri at that time at
twenty-five cents per, acre and became a very
worthy and influential farmer. The mother of
our subject, Sarah (Walker) Roberts, was born
in Kentucky and moved to Missouri when
young. Our subject was educated in the com
mon schools of Missouri, then engaged in farm
ing and in due time carne to Spokane. He la
bored there and in the Palouse country until
sufficient was made to land him in Lincoln
county. Perhaps there is no one in this part of
the county who has seen greater hardships and
borne them with more excellent fortitude than
Mr. Roberts and his wife. They now have
everything thaJ a first class farm can produce
and are among the prominent and esteemed peo
ple here. Mr. Roberts has the following broth
ers and sisters, Joseph" A., Franklin T., David
c., Samuel, deceased, VY. \V., Mary A., de
ceased, Susie, Jennie and Carrie.

In 1881, Mr. Roberts married Miss E. Es
ther Page, a native of Nebraska. Her parents,
Alfred and Elizabeth Buchannon, were early
pioneers in Nebraska.. To Mr. and Mrs. Rob
erts, the following named chlidren have been
born: Mrs. Della M. Funk, in Spokane; Mrs.
Anna B. Lewis: Mrs. Carrie Nellie Ste
venson, Mrs. Sadie E. Stevenson, Roxie L.,
Eliglah L., Enoch F., 1. Pearl, Paul L., and
Joseph D.

• ••

EDWARD SPANGLE is one of the en
terprising and progressive farmers of Lincoln
county.. His estate lies about one four.th of a
mile northeast from Tip~o, and is devoted to the

. production of the cereals. He has it well
stocked with machinery and horses and every
thing necessary to a first class Washington farm
and improved with good buildings, fences, and
so forth.

Edward Spangle was born in Stanton, IIli-
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-
nois, on December 13, 1863. His father, G. W.
Spangle, was also born in Illinois and is a vet
eran of the Civil \Var. He came to \Valla
Walla in 1871 and the following year to a
farm at Spangle, vVashington, where he has
resided ever since. His brother, VV. M. Spangle,
the uncle of our subject, was the founder of
Spangle and it was named after him. The
mother of Edward was Mary A. (Whittaker)

.Spangle, a native of Missouri. Her husband
was among the prominent and early pioneers.
of western Washington. Edward Spangle was
educated at Spangle and remained on his fa
ther's farm until 1887, when he came to his
present location, taking a pre-emption and add
ing land since. He has devoted himself entirely
to general farming since coming here and has
made a success because of real worth and wise
management. Mr. Spangle has one brother,
John H., and two sisters, Mrs. Mary Spangle
Winn, and Mrs. Bertha Engelson. The first
is dwelling at Almira, while Mrs. Winn is liv
ing at Spangle. Mrs. Engelson is at Hessel
tine.

• ••

GEORGE W. PETERMAN has been post
master at Tipso since the establishment of the
office in 1899 and is also a merchant there. He
has a well assorted and complete stock of gen- I

eral merchandise and is favored with a fine pa
tronage. In addition to this, he owns farming
land in the vicinity and property in various
thriving towns in the Big Bend country.

Mr. Peterman was instrumental in estab
lishing the postoffice at Tipso, selecting the
name for the same, it being a Chinook word
which means grass.

George W. Peterman was born in Missouri,
on June 15, 1870, being the son of Edward and
Annettie (Smith) Peterman, natives of Penn
sylvania and Missouri, respectively. The father.
was a pioneer to Missouri and a prominent man
in his community. He came to Lincoln county
in 1888 and settled on a farm near Tipso, where
he is residing at the present time. Our subject
was educated in the common 'schools of Mis
souri and the Cortland academy. He was en
gaged with his father on the farm until he took
a position in Keller's department store at Al
mira. After that he carried the mail from Lin
coln to Barry for one and one half years. In

1891, he took a homestead where he is no I
IV ().

cated. He was not settled long befo h
opened his store and secured a good patr;e e

h· h . t1.. nagew IC IS constan y mcreasmg owino- to hi '
right business methods and careful treat~u(l

of all patrons. Mr. Peterman is a man of e~t
cellent business. a~ility and ha~ labored iai~~:
fully for the bUlldmg up of thIS cOllntry. Be
has one brother, Edward.

In 1897, Mr. Peterman married Miss Li _
nie Sanford, a native of South Dakota. S~
came with her parents, Tilley and Dora (Mill.
age) Sanford, to this country when she was
three years of age. The father was born in In
diana of English par.ents, while the mother was
born in Pennsylvania. They are now dwellin.
at Chelan. To Mr. and Mrs. Peterman on~
child has been born, Howard O. It speaks well
for Mr. Peterman that although still a young
man and starting in life with no capital what
ever, he has gained an excellent holding and has
now a fine business.

• ••

JOHN KLOBUCHER was born in Aus
tria on August 7, 1852.. His parents, Joseph
and Anna (Panjan) Klobucher, were also na·
tives of .Austria and well to do farmers. He
was well educated in the public schools of his
native country and went to "v'ork selling goods
on the road, in which occupation he soon earned
enough money to come to the United States.
He landed here in 1872 and soon made his way
to San Francisco where he was engaged until
1875, when he went into the mercantile busi·
ness. Later he operated a restaurant. In 1880
he went back to Europe on a visit and returned
the same year. In 1881, he came to Puget
sound and spent sometime in looking the coun·
try over. He was occupied as cook on the can·
struction of the Northern Pacific t11rough the
Big Bend country. He now lives, two miles
south from Lincoln postoffice, where he pur
chased land until he has a farm of six hundred
acres well stocked and improved. The orchard,
buildings and other things in evidence, maw'

, 'd'a~
fest both his skill and taste as well as 111 I~

his prosperity. Mr. Klobucher ~ame intod~
country carrying his blankets. on hIS back an:th
one occasion for thirty-six hours he was WI

out food on that trip. Being one of the v~
first settlers her.e, he was forced to endure gr
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hardships and although starting w,ithout means
. wealthy man at the present time.

he IS a h' d M'I 1884 Mr. Klobuc er marne ISS

L
.n Berghaus who was born in Austria. HeroUlse, .

father, Jacob Berghaus,. was a sk~lIed black
'th Her mother was also a natIve of Aus-

sm! . h I '1tria To Mr;. and Mrs. Klobuc er, seven c 11 -

d e~ have been born, Mary L., J. Edward,
!rank J., A. Emma, Vi.ctor W., Rudolph. c.,
and Marguerite. The chIldren have all receIved

good education and have made excellent pro
~ress in their school work. Mr. Klobucher is
one of the respected and progressive men of the
section and has done excellent work, both in
business for himself and in building up the
country. •••

MINOR SHAFFER is a wealthy stock
man, of Lincoln county, whose residence is about
two miles west from Tipso, where with his
brother, he has a fine large estate. In addition
to stock r;aising, Mr. Shaffer does general farm
ing and is one of the progressive men of this
section. He was born in Indiana, on October
24, 1857, being the son of Joseph and Emily
W. (DeCamp) Shaffer. The father was born
in Ohio and was a pioneer to California. La
ter he returned to Indiana, then moved to Iowa
where he died. The mother was of French
extraction and a native of Indiana, where her
people were pioneers. Our subject came to
Washington with his parents when a child and
received his education in the district schools of
Walla Walla county. Later the family moved
to Colfax where he finished his schooling. After
that he worked on his mother's farm and also
for wages until 1888, when he came to Lincoln
county. Mr. Shaffer returned to Colfax a_nd
spen~ one year and in 1890, came to his present
location. The land was unsurveyed and he took
~ squat~er's right to the place he now owns. He
~mmedIately set to work to build a home and
Improve the estate and with his brother, E. W.
~as bought land until they have a large holding.

hey Own a great many head of cattle and arei ell to do men. ~r. Shaffer .has on: ~rother,
MW. and three SIsters, Nettle, Mahssla, andC:nda, and also two half brothers, Frank and
M.arles Hub. In 1882, Mr.. Shaffer married

ISS !,Ima, daughter of Hiram and May Hull,
promlllent and wealthy people of Whitman

county. Mrs. Shaffer was born in Michigan
and came to Washington when a girl. To this
marriage, six children have been born, Emmett
S., Dean R., Loran R., Genevieve, Joseph and
Hiram.

Mr. Shaffer, like many other prominent peo
ple in Lincoln county, started in life with no
means and has gained his present possessions
by reason of his sagacity and thrift.

•••

JOSEPH G. DIXON, who lives about one
mile northwest from Lincoln postoffice, was
born in Tennessee, on November 10, 1868, be
ing the son of Joseph B. and Mary J. (Galar
har,) Dixon, natives of Tennessee. He was
educated in the public schools of Arkansas
whither the family moved when he was young.
Following the training of early days, he gave
himself to farming and for some time wrought
for wages there. In 1887, he came to \Vash
ington and was engaged in farming in different
localities. It was 1891, when he took a home
stead where he now lives and went to work to
build a home. He added to this land by pur
chase until he now owns three hundred and
sixty acres, and has succeeded well in making
a comfortable home and so shaping his property
that he receives a fine annual income from it.
Mr. Dixon has shown himself to be an indus
trious and progressive man and by his wisdom
and labors has gained his good holdings. He
has three brothers, Arthur, John G., and 'Will
iam M.

In 1897, Mr. Dixon married Miss Virginia
Fry. Her: father, George W. Fry, was born in
Missouri and moved to Arkansas when a young
man. Her mother, Pricilla (Dixon) Fry, was
born in Arkansas. To Mr. and Mrs. Dixon,
two children have been born, L. Lafayette and
Lora E.

•••

EDWIN B. CHILDS is a retired farmer
of Lincoln county. He has a large estate at
Hesseltine, which is rented. Mr. Childs is well
known through the country as one of the early
settlers and is a man who has labor,ed very
faithfully in the development of the country and
in gaining a good holding here. He was born
in Rock county, Wisconsin, on July 20, 1849.
The father, H. G. O. Childs, was born in New
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York in the earl v forties where he became in--terested in the manufacture of farm wagons.
The mother, Barbara (Harper) Childs, was
born in the Shetland Islands. Her people were
wealthy farmers in \Visconsin. After a good
thorough education, our subject engaged in the
manufacture of carriages. He followed that
until 1886, the year in which he came to Line
coin county. . He settled on a pre-emption,
which is now a part of his estate. He added
thereto by purchase, all of which has been put
under cultivation and is first class wheat land.
Mr. Childs has spent considerable of his time in
Spokane and other places as well as in Lincoln
county. He has the following brothers; \V. 0.,
a farmer in Hesseltine; M. L., living in Spo
kane, and \V. H., a mining man of Cedar Can
yon. Mr. Childs started in life a very poor
boy. and has gained his present gratifying
holding. entirely by his own industry and \vis
dom. He has so conducted himself that he has
won the confidence and respect of all and is one
of the honored citizens of this county.

•••

B.-\RNETT D. DIXO:J is a well-to-do
farmer residing one-half mile east from Downs.
where he has one of the most sightly farms in
Lincoln county, it being visible from the towns
of Downs, Mohler, and Harrington. On July
la, 1873, Mr. Dixon was born in Le\vis county.
\Vashington. on a farm about tweh'e miles
west from Centralia. His father "'as Elijah F.
Dixon, a native of the state of Vermont. who
removed early in life to Ohio and from that
state to Jackson county. Michigan. "'here he
\vas engaged in rafting lumber dO\m the Mis
sissippi river and also as a sailor on the Great
Lakes. He crossed the plains with a yoke of
oxen in 1852, engaged in mining in California
for a number of years and later came to Day
ton. Oregon. wh~re he was married to Eliz~
beth Goodrich, a native of Yamhill county,
Oregon. The couple then remO\'ed to Lewis
county, Vvashington, that being in 1872, and
there they settled on a homestead in the heavily
wooded section of the county. Here. Mr.
Dixon. Sr.. li\'ed the greater portion of the
time until his death in his sixty-eighth Year,
which occurred on December 2 I. 1888. . The
mother of our subject died at Lamona, \Vash
ington, in 1896, aged forty-nine years.

Barnett D. Dixon is the fourth in .
. f f f '1 .. II (lOlnto age a a amI v ongma y comprising .. - '. nine
chIldren, of whom seven are still hving. Curtis
F., Mrs. Dora Holden, our subject. Mrs, Emil
Etta Layender, M~ry Ohve, Mrs. Anni~
Breese and Maud Ahce. Those dead are Mr·
Ella Bradley and Joseph T. Dixon. All of th~
female members of the family. were schOOl
teachers with the exception of the last named
who has just been graduated from the stat~
norn:al school at Ellensburg.

l\.fr. Dixon grew to manhood on the farm
where he attended school and assisted hi;
father in clearing and cultivating his home
stead, In the fall of 1893 he came to Lincoln
county. where he followed the calling of the
cO\vboy for four years and got to be an expert
rider of wild horses. aDd when he arrind at
his majority he took a homestead and engaged
in farming. north of Lamona. He later sold
this farm and purchased three hundred and
t\venty acres where he still lives. all of which
is choice land and under cultivation. He has
the best of modern improvements fro111 his
handsome residence down to the most minor
appointment of his farm, including an excel
lent water svstem and one acre of orchard, He-also farms two sections of land besides his
place and owns all the stock and implements
required in the prosecution of his exte115il'e
farming business.

On June 30, IC)OI, Mr. Dixon took for his
wife Lela Alice Lockhart. a native of Sanders
county, Kebraska, and daughter of John and
Lucinda E. Lockhart.

Our subject is a member of the Harring
ton Lodge, K. of P. and enjoys a wide repu
tation for honesty and industry among Ius
fello\\' citizens of the Big Bend.

•••

J. GUS OLSO:\, is one of the younger men
who have won a brilliant success in Lincoln
county, He was born in Sweden. on No\'ember

30, 1872 , the son of Captain Nils G. and Alma
(Bergenhime) Olson natives of Sweden.

, I' onThey came to this country in 1886. sett Il1g
a farm and by careful labors and thrift became
wealthy. The father spent his early clays at
sea and held all the offices from seaman before

b' t re
the mast to captain of a craft. Our S~l Jec I
ceived his early education in the public sch~.S
of Sweden then came to California \\'ith liS,
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t and studied further in the San Fran
paren shoals He landed here in 1886 with his
CISCO sc . . h S k' t and later took a course In t e po ane
Paren s d . h h' f' ss College He labore Wit IS atherEusIne ' .

th farm for some years and In 1896 located
on e . h'l .his present place about elg t ml es soutnwest
from Harrington. Later, he added land by

hase and now has six hundred and forty
pu:~s in this farm, every acre of which is fine
~cheat land. The place is w~lI improved .with
buildings and all the ordinary machinery
eeded on the farm and in addition Mr. Olson

~as one of the latest make of combined har
\'esters. He has about forty head of horses
and other stock. He also owns a half interest
in four hundred and eighty acres of land near '
Lamona, the other half interest being handled
b\' his brother, Alvin E. Olson.
. On Febmary 15, 1903, Mr. Olson married

11iss Lydia Marks, a native of Germany, who
came to the United States with her parents
when a young girl. Mr. Olson has one brother.
Alvin E., a wealthy farmer in this vicinity, and
one sister, Mrs. Elonora Griffiths, who lives
near Mohler, Washington. Our subject and his
father were among the early pioneers in this
portion of Lincoln county and had to contend
with much adversity in getting a start. He
began life without a dollar of his own and is
now one of the wealthv men of southern Lin-

o

coIn county, and while he has been gaining all
this property, he has not forgotten to so con
<luct himself that he has won the esteem of all
\rho know him.
, Mr. Olson is and always has been a Repub

lican. He is well informed in political matters
and takes a keen interest therein. Fraternally,
he IS affiliated with the A. F. an'd A. M., the
L 0, O. F., and the Encampment.

• • •
MORRIS W. AHERN. a farmer residing

three and one-half miles southeast from
Downs. Washington. was born December 10
18 6' . •7 . III Sibley countv. Minnesota. He is thes f ~ ,
~n a ~10rris and Bridget (Keefe) Ahern.
Ath ~atIves of Ireland. The father came to

l1lenca at the age of nine years. to Adams
Countv \\T h" .Au .' 'as 111gton, 111 1888. and died on
In ~st 2.3, 1.903. aged sixty-five years. The

ot er. died 111 Adams county in 1896 . being
at t~ time in her forty-eighth year of life.

Ur subject is the youngest of a family of

seven children, Mrs. Mary Bassel, Lawrence,
John and Eugene, twins, and Mrs. Ethel Baker.
He came with his parents to a homestead six
miles north from Ritzville, in 1888, grew to
manhood there and attended school. On
December 28, 1898, he was married to Mary
J. Griffith, a native of Canada, born near Perry
Sound. Her father was Joseph F. Griffith, born
near Toronto, June 2, 1855, and her mother
was Mrs. Christina (Croswell) Griffith. Her
brothers and sisters are Charles R., Joseph,
Clara, Sophia, Naomi, Albert, Amos, and Ella.
Mrs. Ahern came to Ritzville with her parents
in the fall of 1889. Her father took a home
stead at what was afterwards christened Grif
fith's Corner, where he now owns five hundred
and forty acres of land, but he makes his home
in Manila, Washington.

The issue of the marriage of Mr. and Mrs.
Ahern are three in number, Lester Morris,
Ethel May, and Mildred Rose.

Mr. Ahern took his present place as a home
stead in 19°2, although he had previous to that
time purchased three hundred and twenty acres.
He now owns four hundred and eighty acres,
for the most part good agricultural land and
under cultivation. His improvements are many
and up-to-date in every detail, including an
excellent water system and a promising young
orchard. He also has a sufficient number of
livestock to enable him to successfully pro
secute his business. He owns a one-fifth inter
est in three hundred and twenty acres of farm
ing land in Adams county-his father's old
homestead.

Mr. Ahern started in in 1898 w.ith no
means, and is now in easy circumstances, hav
ing made every cent of his money by careful
management and hard toil.

, ..
GEORGE A. 'KENNEDY. cashier and

g-eneral manager of the Odessa State Bank at
Odessa, is one of the leading and popular busi
ness men of southern Lincoln county. He was
born in Page county. Iowa, on July 26. 1873.
being the son of \Y. K. and Amy B. (Tweedy)
Kennedy. The mother was born in Keokuk,
Iowa, and the father in Chicago. The family
came to Ritzville. ·Washington. in 1886, and
the father was a member of the first and second
legislatures in the state of \Vashington. He
was chosen from Adams county, being elected
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in 1889. He was also a member of the Repub
lican state central committee for ten years. He
is now retired and Iiying at Ritzville.

George A. was born and raised on a farm,
studied in the public schools and the Olympia
Collegiate Institute, and completed his educa
tion in the state uniYersity. On March, 1894,
he went to Olympia and was installed as assist
ant state librarian under Colonel Gilbert. The
colonel died in 1896 and our subject was ap
pointed state librarian to fill the vacancy. He
remained there until March, 1897, then re
turned to Ritzville and was occupied as sales
man in a store until 1898. At that time he was
appointed deputy postmaster at Ritzville, his
father being postmaster. In the fall of 1898,
he was elected auditor of Adams county. In
May, 1901, Mr. Kennedy came to Odessa and
took charge of the Odessa State Bank and has
continued in that capacity since. Upon the in
corporation of Odessa in 1902, Mr. Kennedy
was elected mayor and at the expiration of his
term was re-eJected and is now discharging
the duties of that office.

On September 29, 1897, Mr. Kennedy mar
ried Miss Pearl S. Burnell. Her parents,
Charles F. and Jennie (Tharp) Burnell, reside
at Everett. The father is a tradesman. The
mother's parents were among the earliest pio
neers in the state of Oregon. Mrs. Kennedy
was born in Pataha, vVashington, and spent
her early days at Pataha and Tumwater" in
which latter place she was married. To this
couple two children have been born, Marcus, on
August 21,1898, and Harold, in 1901. He died
on August 31, 1902. Mr. Kennedy is past grand
the 1. O. O. F. at Odessa, and is a member
of the W. W. and the A. O. u. W. He is
one of the bright. capable and substantial busi
ness men of Lincoln county. His ability and
his integrity are \yell known to all and he is
rapidly rising to be one of the leaders in the
Big Bend country. His popularity is unfeigned
and presaging the future by the past, there are
many bright things in store for Mr. Kennedy.
At this writing he is the nominee of his party
for state senator from Lincoln county.

• • •

WILLIAM L. MICHAELSEN is a mem
ber of the Odessa ~1ercantile Company. He
and S. L. Barney bought a general stock of

mercl:andise in I901 in Odessa and in I90 .
they mcorporated under the firm name of T~'
Odessa Mercantile Company and took in t\\'~
other partners, who are named elsewhere'
this volume. The establishment is one of t~n
finest in Lincoln county and does a large busi~
ness. They handle all kinds of general mer
chandise and hardware, implements, and 50

forth, and are capable and substantial business
men.

William L. Michaelsen was born in Colfax
county, Nebraska, on September 27, I8n. His
mother, Catherine M. (Holman) Michaelsen.
was born in Germany. She came to America
with her parents when a child. She was mar
ried at Columbus, Nebraska. The father of
our subject, Ludwig C. Michaelsen, was also
born in Germany and came to America at the
age of sixteen. He was one of the first settlers
in Nebraska and became a very wealthy fanner.
He held various offices of public trust until
18g8, when he went to San Francisco and there
operated a large fruit farm.

Our subject received a good common school
education and then completed the full English
course in the Schuyler high school. Immedi
ately subsequent to that, he entered a hardware
store in Schuyler, Nebraska, and remained until
I8g4, when he matriculated in the University
of Nebraska and graduated therefrom with the
degree of Bachelor of Arts. In 1895 Mr.
Michaelsen was appointed general manager of a
merchandise store at Creston, Nebraska. The
next year he married and bought a ranch. For
three years, he gave his attention to cultivating
the soil and then sold out and came to where
Odessa is now located. He took a homestead
and bought other land at various times until he
has now a full section. In 19°1, he entered the
mercantile field as stated above and since that
time he has prospered exceedingly. He o\\,ns
a fine residence in Odessa and a well improYed
farm besides his mercantile business.

The marriage of Mr. Michaelsen and lIIiss
Lephe J. Bentley, occurred in 1895. Mrs.
Michaelsen was born in Iowa and came to
Nebraska when fourteen. Her parents are C.
F. and Lephe A. (Ridell) Bentley, who were
prominent people in Colfax county, Nebraska.
where the father operated the largest farm 111

that portion of the state. They are now ~Sl
dents of \Vashington. To Mr. and rs.
Michaelsen, three children have been born,
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" R deceased; Lephe K, deceased; and!I'lanon .,
Helen M. .

Mr. Michaelsen 1S a member.of the 1. C? O.
F and the A. O. U. \V. He IS a promment

. of Odessa and has the esteem and goodman .
will of all the people.

•••

J. ALBERT TALKINGTON came to
the Big Bend country without money to speak
of. Having secured a homestead near where
Moscow is now located, he found he had a
familv to support and only five dollars in cash.
That'amount was spent for chickens and Mr.
Talkington began to work for wages at what
ever he could find to do. Being possessed of
plenty of pluck and energy, he prospered in his
course, improving his farm as he had oppor
tunity to do until 1893, when he raised a boun
tiful crop. He had the sickening experience of
seeing the entire crop spoiled by wet weather,
losing every bit of it. The next year he had
another fine crop and sold it all at eighteen
cents per bushel. This left him heavily in debt
and the next two years were still worse. In
1897, he secured a fine crop of wheat
and sold it at an excellent price. From
then until the present, he has contin
ued to prosper without any setback and
the result is that he is now one of
the we~lthy:men of the county. He has a sec
tIOn at chOIce wheat land one mile east from
Harrington which is improved with everything
needed on a first class ranch. An abund'lnt
supply of good water is forced to all parts of
the place where he needs it by windmill. Com
~ortable residence, plenty of barns and other
Improvements combine to make the place both
pleasant and valuable. Mr. Talkington has
a fine quota of the latest machinery, including
a combmed harvester.

Albert Talkington was born in Sebastian
county, Arkansas, on November 6 1861 the
S f J ' ,.on ° oseph and Rebecca Talkington. He
IS the oldest of a family of six children and
grew up on the old homestead in Arkansas• •
receiving his education from the adjacent
~chools. First he gave his attention to teach
mg for several years after which he followed
th 11"T~ ca mg of commercial traveler for one year.

. en he returned to Arkansas and took another
tTIp thO •

, IS time to Los ·Angeles, California. He

landed in that beautiful place on January 1,

1888, and engaged in the fuel business. He was
soon burned out, however, and in April of the
following year he came to Lincoln county and
took a homestead as named above.

On December 23, 1886, Mr. Talkington
married Miss Seymour V. McMillian, a native
of Texas. She had been reared in Sebastian
county, Arkansas. Her parents were \Vyatt
A. and Lavinia V. (Little) McMillian. They
are now deceased. The father \vas an educator
all his life. To this marriage six children have
been born, Brant, Pleasant P., Leonard L.,
Jessie F., Marshall P., and Floyd S.

Mr. Talkington is a member of the
Pioneers' Association and also of the K of P.
He is a well respected man and one of the lead
ing citizens of this part of the country.

•••

ANDREW J. SCOTT is eminently de
serving of the real title, pioneer and frontiers
man, for in three different new localities he
has opened fanns, two of them being in heavily
wooded districts. To one who knows nothing
about this arduous work, this may seen small,
but to an experienced man, the opening of one
wooded farm is a good life's work. However,
Mr. Scott was more than ordinarily strong and
active, or he never could have accomplished
this stupendous labor. At the present time,
he is dwelling about five miles northeast from
Harrington, where he has a valuable estate, of
one hundred and sixty acres, which is well im
proved and in a high state of cultivation. Since
1896 he has been retired from the activities
of the farm and the land is leased each year.
In addition to this property, Mr. Scott owns a
block of lots in Harrington, and has a good
competence for the golden years of his Ii fe.

In Sussex county, New Jersey, on Octo
ber 27, 1829, occurred the birth of Andrew J.
Scott, the parents being Stephen and Sarah
(Hammond) Scott, who were born in the same
place as our subject and lived to be eighty-eight
years of age. Andrew J. was well educated in
his native county and then began the work of
the teacher which was followed for three years.
\Vhen twenty-two he went to Oakland coun
ty, Michigan, and settled among the first pion
eers to invade that wooded country. He went
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she lacked only twenty days of being sevent
years of ~g~. Mr. Scott ~as been. a member. ~
the Chnstlan church S1l1ce hIS eighteenth
year and his wife was also a member of
the same denomination. He is now, han-ever
o\ving to situation, affiliated with the Evangeli:
cal people. Mr. Scott has the joy of reflecting
on a well spent life of honest industry, while
buoyed by the hope of that faith which makes
faithful,-the light for the golden days of a
long and useful life.

DANIEL LEONARD, a native of Ireland.
born August 15, 1845. grew to manhood on
a farm in his native country, came to Quebec
in 1871. and soon afterward to Muskegon.
Michigan, where he became an employee in a
lumbering business. Coming to Puget Sound,
Washington, in 1875. he engaged in the lum
bering business, and four years later he came

I to Spokane Falls, then a small hamlet. and
! filed a pre-emption on a quarter section of
i land on White Bluff prairie. In the spring of
i
I 1880 he sold his claim and came to his present
I

location. took up a homestead and engaged in
, the stock business. His residence is five miles
I southeast of Peach. on Hawk creek, where he, .I owns 1.000 acres of land. about 150 acres ot
i which are meadow upon which he raises hay to
I feed his large herds of cattle and h~rses. He

came to the country a poor man, but IS now one
of the wealthiest stock raisers in the vicinit\'.
He was trtlly a pioneer in this part of Lincoln
countv. since he was the first settler on Hall'k

•
creek and for months at a time he saw no one
save perhaps a band of Indians or a stra!re-Iing
stock man who chanced to pass by. He first
li\'ed in a small log cabin, but now has a
modern six-room cottage, and the best of 1m
pro\,ements on his farm. The first plow and
mowing machine he brought from Colfax, and
the first hay he cut was native grass and reaped
with the old fashioned scythe. .

Daniel Leonard has been twice mamed.
The first time in 1885 to Mrs. Bessie B. Curtin.
who died February 14, 1900. Mrs. Leonard at
the time of her marriage had two sons..~oseph
and Austin. The second marriage at Mr.
Leonard was to Mrs. Mary T. (Ivers) :Moral~
a native of Montreal, daughter of He,nry an
Anna (Beaubine) Ivers,. which marnage oc-

to work with his native energy and determina
tion and in an incredibly short time, he had the
monarchs of the forest reduced and a farm pro
ducing. Eighteen years were spent there al
together and then Mr. Scott removed to Mont
calm county, in the same state, where his neigh
bors were the deer, bear, and wolves. Here his
trusty ax was again brought forth and the
woods rang with the music of the chopper. He
was undaunted at the task of clearing another·
farm and soon had the sun shining in the
depths where shade had been for. ages. Settlers
came in and Mr. Scott was recognized as one
of the leading men of the section. For four
years he was justice of the peace and was a man
of influence in the community. In March, 1865,
Mr. Scott enlisted in Company C, Twenty
second Michigan Volunteer Infantry, but was
soon trans"ferred to the Twenty-ninth. He
served in Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee, and
Kentucky for seven months and then was hon
orably discharged. He is now receiving a pen
sion for his services. In March, 1886, Mr.
Scott, who had always wished to be on the wave
of ,,'estern migration, came to the Pacific coast
and sought a location in Lincoln county. He
settled where we now find him and since then
has given his attention to farming and stock
raising until the year when he retired from this
activity. His place is in Lord's valley and is
one of the fertile farms there.

On Thanksgiving day, 1856, Mr. Scott led
to the altar, Miss Harriett A. Sanford, who
was born in Albany county, New York. Their
wedding journey, which occurred the day of
their marriage was from Pontiac to Fenton
ville, on the first railroad train over that road.
Mrs. Scott's parents were Ervin and Sarah San
ford. Five children were born to this happy
union, Edwin C, married to Letta Smith and
now a preacher for the Baptist denomination in
Spangle, Washington, also a pioneer in 1882
to Lincoln county and a land owner of Lord
valley; Stephen E., married to Minnie Adams
and farming near Harrington; William, de
ceased; Josephine, wife of William Leonard, of
Stevens county, Washington; and Egbert A.,
married to Elizabeth Harper of Sprague, Wash
ington. On March 17, 1903, a sad day, Mr.
Scott was called to lament the death of his be
loved wife. For nearly a half century, they
had traveled on the pilgrim way together and
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d January 30 1902. The first husband
curre.' d
f M Leonard (hed seventeen years ago, an

a rs·ears after his death Mrs. Moran went
three y, k

,,', York City where she too a two years
to "e\\ . Sh h

I'n a school of nursmg. e t en went
course . hId h

B ffalo in company With er on y aug ter,
to u d' h I
N II ' Irene who is now atten mg sc 00 at, e Ie , f . .
Peach. Mrs. Moran followed her pro ~sslOn III

B ffalo until coming to Spokane m. r90 r,
w~ere she met and became the wife of Daniel
Leonard..

FRED B. SQUIRE was born in Illinois,
on June 25, r868. His parents, Henry and
Elizabeth (Guy) Squire, were prominent and
well educated people and both died when our
subject was four years of age. Being thus
early cast out in life, he was bound y~ a man
who kept him for ten years, th.en owmg to ,the
separation of him and his Wife, our subject
gained his freedom and came west to Kansas.
He labored during the summers and went to
school in the winters for four years, thus gain
ing a good fair education. It was r886 when
he came to Washington and the following year
he made a tour of the Big Bend country with
a team and wagon, looking carefully over the
entire section. In 188g, he filed .on a homestead
one half mile from where Almira now stands.
Like many of the old pioneers of this country,
he had to leave his place and work in the harvest
fields of Palouse and Walla Walla to gain fin
ances for: its improvement. He continued stead
ily at his labors until 1894 when he entered the
employ of Mr. Keller, a general merchant of
Almira. For six years he was a salesman of
this establishment and during this time he sold
his homestead and bought one hundred and
Sixty acres of fruit land on the Columbia river.
In 1900 Mr. Squire entered the real estate
business and has been more or less connected
with that since. In 1902, he was nominated for
county clerk, in Lincoln county, on the Demo
cratic ticket. Out of one hundred and twenty
elght votes in his home precinct, he received
one hundred and fourteen. Mr. Squire has
been giving his attention largely of late years
to handling fruit. He has on his farm, twenty
five acres set to five varieties of winter apples
and he has made a marked success as he has now
the finest winter apple orchard in his vicinity.

He has a beautiful residence in Almira, a block
of twelve lots, besides other proper,ty.

In 1890, Mr. Squire married Miss Mamie
Bosworth, a native of Missouri. She came to
Washington with her parents when a child and
was educated and raised at \iVaitsburg, being
a graduate of the high school. Her parents
were J. \iV. and Matilda Bosworth, prominent
pioneers of the \Vaitsburg country. To Mr. and
Mrs. Squire, five children have been born
Herman A., Oscar ]., Albert, Bernice A., and
Dessie F. Mr. Squire is one of the most popu
lar men of this section of the country on ac
count of his geniality and uprightness and he
has hosts of friends all through the Big Bend
country. He has ever labored for, the upbuild
ing and advancement of the country and has
certainly done commendable work in the lines
in which he has wrought.

•••

JOHN H. ROBINSO~ has the distinc
tion of being one of the very first settlers in the
Tipso country. His farm lies about one and
thr,ee-fourths miles from Tipso and is second
to none of the good places in the county.

John H. Robinson was born in No\'a Scotia
on April 23, 1856, being the son of James and
Jane (Holton) RolJinson, natives of England
and Canada, respectively. The father came to
Canada when a young man and took up the
business of contractor. In 1883, he came to
\Vashington, and Sprague was his home place
until his death. The first fifteen years of our
subject's life were spent in Halifax, where he
received his education, then went to railroading.
In 1882, he came to \'Vashington and wrought
on the Northern Pacific, making his headquar.
ters at Sprague. \Vhen he first came to the ter
ritory, it was direct to Sprague and he squatted
on' a quarter section. Then he went back to
railroading and as fast as he earned money,
improved the ranch. He has now three hundr.ed
and sixty acres of good land, plenty of horses
and cattle, abundance of machinery, fine orchard
and other improvements. On the place are a
number of very fine springs, which give a con
tinual flow of water for all uses.

Mr. Robinson has the following brothers
and sisters, William A., Mrs. Nettie Ramsey,
Mrs. Alice Wishard, deceased, Mrs. Adelaide



286 HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

-
McGuire, Mrs. Mary Roon, and Mrs. Jessie
Jennings.

Mr. Robinson has improved his present
holdings continually by his own efforts and
while he has been gaining "'ealth in this coun
try he has also won hosts of friends, owing to
his geniality ever expressed in kindness. Mr.
Robinson provided for his parents until their
death and since then has ne\'er seen fit to enter
the matrimonial relations. He has received the
confidence of the entire community and is a
man of first class standing.

•••

JOHN ZIMMERMAN is a very promin
ent and progressive man. He has been in Lin
coln county for twenty-t\VO 1Years and during
that time has manifested industry and sagacity
and has "'rought steadily, gaining a good hold
ing and impro\'ing the county; also he has so
conducted himself that he has now hosts of
friends. His estate lies about ten miles north
west from Almira and is one of the very best
in the county. An elegant residence is the

.home place and other improvements of a fine
character are in evidence on the farm. The es
tate is well laid out and carefully managed. In
addition to this Mr. Zimmerman has a very
handsome residence in Almira, \vhich is beau
tifully set with shade tr.ees and well laid out
grounds.

John Zimmerman was born in Ontario, on
January 27, 1857. His parents, Henry and
Mary (Krusp) Zimmerman, were born in On
tario and Germany, respectinly. The mother
came to Ontario at the age of twelve years and
is now living \vith her husband in California.
The father is of German ancestry and moved
to California in 1903, being now retired from
active life. The \"orld famous schools of On-·
tario, contributed our subject's educational
training and immediately after those days, he
began farming. In 1882 he journeyed \vest
to \Vashington and wrought as a carpenter on
Puget sound for some time. Later, we find him
in \iVeston, Oregon, working on a farm. Then
he came to Spokane, after which he "'alked out
to Proebstel springs, just north from Almira.
Being pleased with the country, in the spring
of 1883, he took a homestead ten miles north- I
west from Almira and also took a pre-emption

and timber. culture later. :tie has bought and
sold some sll1ce. HIS farm IS well supplied with
stock and machinery as well as other impro
ments. In addition to his farming Mr Zl

ve
-, . m-

merman has a steam threshing outfit which h
operates during th~ harvest season of each year~
He has the followmg brothers, \Villiam, Dan.
iel, Peter, Edward H., and Albert.

In 1887, Mr. Zimmerman married Miss
Parthenia \ Vhite and to them two children
ha\'e been born, A. Blessing and Marguerite.
~lrs. Zimmerman was born in Indiana and edu
cated in the public schools of that state. She
came to \Vashington in 1885 and in 188g was
appointed postmistress at Lincoln, which posi
tion she held for twelve years. Her parents
,,'ere David and Jane (Good) White, natires
of Indiana. Mr. Zimmerman is a civil engin
eer, having mastered that art perfectly in early
life, For a number of years, he was county Sur
veyor of Douglas county and rendered excellent
service. He takes a keen interest in political
matters and is a man ,,'ell informed on the ques
tions of the day.

•••

WILLIAl\1 WILLIAMS and his brother,
Daniel, have certainly demonstrated that they
are thoroughly able to win success in financial
matters. Thev are men of energy, wisdom and
ability, although their actions are tempered \I'ith
due consen-atism. At the present time they are
in partnership, having labored together for
vears. Daniel was born in Pennsylyal1la

;nd educated in Ohio. The have about
t\VO thousand. two hundred and eighty
acres of which nineteen hundred acres,
are fertile wheat land, besides about two
thousand dollars worth of property In'

\iVilbur and three thousand worth in Al
mira. On their. farm they have thirty-tw~
head of horses and abundance of every kind 01

. . ye-
farm machinery needed With other Irnpro
ments in proportion. All this fine holding ha~
been gained by the management and labors a
the Williams Brothers. .

William Williams was born in Walesbe:~
1864, the son of Benjamin and EltZ~h y
(Price) Williams, natives of Wales. ~I_
came to America in 1866 and settled in Pennsy,

. L' In countv,vama, In 1887, they came to mco .
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I they still reside. \Villiam was educated
wJere f 01 ' h' h h, h district schools 0 110 w It er e was

b
In t \t by his parents when a child. He fol
raug . I' fIll" d

I d milling m the coa regIOns 0 mOls anowe .
Ohio for six years and m 1884, moved to Iowa
where he fanned. It was 1888, that the bmth-

came to their present locatIon and com-
ers , I L' I Ienced acquiring tit e to mco n county rea
~:tate. They have laid their land under tribute
to crops constantly and the large income has
made them among the wealthy people of this
section of the county. They may well take
pride in what they have achieved. They are
esteemed of all the people who know them and
certainly among the substantial 'and progres
sive men of the Big Bend country.

•••

PETER McKAY, who dwells seven and
one-half miles northeast from Almira, is a son
of the Emerald Isle. His birth was on June la,
1860, and his parents were Michael and Mar
garet (Chambers) McKay, natives of Ireland
and prominent people. They came to America
in 1856 and retun,ed to Ireland in 1860. Our
subject was educated in the public schools of his
native land, learned the carpenter trade and
also the art of making oat meal. He conducted
his trade and the mill work for eight years, then
in 1887, he came to the United States and for
two years worked in Chicago. It was in 1889,
when Mr. McKay landed in Lincoln county and
soon thereafter he located a pre-emption and
then a homestead. He has since bought a half
section which gives him an estate of six hun
dred and fortv acres. The same is under culti-. -
vatlOn and provided with all the improvements
~eeded on a first class farm, the buildings be
mg convenient and substantial while his resi
dence is a comfortable home. Mr. McKay has
taken especial pains with his orchard and has
fitted .up his place in a tasty manner and the
samns one of the best in Lincoln county.

In 1889, Mr. McKay married Miss Ellen
vVallace, a native of Ireland where she was
:eared and educated. Her parents were Will
Iam and Margaret (Heron) \Vallace, natives
~f Ireland and wealthy farmers. To this union,

ve children have been born, Margaret J., \V.
~mes, Wallace J., Alexander c., and Richard.
• r, McKay has the following brothers and

sister, John, James, Michael, and Mrs. Cecilia
Murray.

Mr. McKay started in life without any cap
ital. He is one of the wealthy men of Lincoln
county today, and has gained his entire holdings
by his own labors. He has manifested skill and
wisdom here in the community while his ability
and uprightness have made him many friends.

•••

HERMAN F. HARMS is a popular and
respected man of Lincoln county. His estate
of one section lies seven miles north from Al
mira and is made valuable and beautiful by
having all kinds of improvements necessary on
a first class farm and his residence is as fine as
can be found in this portion of the country.

Mr. Harms has his place well provided with
all sorts of machinery, plenty of horses and cat
tle, and he is a progressive and up to date
farmer who enjoys life as well as makes money.

Herman F. Harms was born in Lee county,
Illinois, on April 14, 1860, being the son of
Anton \V. and Anna (Heckter) Harms, na
tives of Germany. He came to this country
when a young lad and was married in Missouri,
and in his early manhood settled on a farm in
Illinois, where he was one of the prominent and
wealthy men in his section. Our subject studied
in the district schools, then took a course in
the Sterling business college, after which he
accepted a position as salesman in a depart
ment store. In 1883, we find him in Colorado
exploring, then again he took a position as
salesman. It was 1887 that he came to \Vash
ington and after spending one year in travel
ing around settled on his present estate, in 1888.
He secured land by government rights and then
purchased enough to make one section.

In 1900, Mr. Harmes married Miss Lizzie
Crossgrove and to them one child has been
born, Eugene L. Mrs. Harms' parents, John
and Rachel (Deets) Crossgrove, were natives
of Ohio and Germany respectively. They were
married in Ohio, in 1867, migrated to Mis
souri in 1869, and are now prominent and well
to-do farmers ther,e. The father's parents were
early pioneers to Holmes county, Ohio, and fol
lowed farming. Mrs. HarIns has two brothers,
Jacob F. and William L.

The brothers and sisters of our subject were
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George A, a prominent-and well-to-do farmer
of Illinois; Anton W., a farmer in Illinois; Au
gusta K., an accomplished musician; Mrs.
Theresa S. Jurgens;' Mrs. Helen Braner; Mrs.
Lizette Sartorious, living in Florida; Mrs.
Amelia Freeze;' and Mrs. Frederica Miller,
both deceased.

•••

LEWIS ANDERSON is a typical repre
sentative of the Big .Bend country and of the
class who have come to our shores from foreign
lands to make worthy citizens of this grand re
public. He was born in· Sweden, on October
24; 1853, being the son of Andrew and Lena
(Christenson) Anderson, highly respected agri
culturists of their own country. After receiv
ing his educational training in his own country,
our subject started for America with simply
enought money to pay his fare here. He arrived
in Kansas in 1869 with a pair of good strong
hands and a determined resolution to work out
his fortune in this favored country. He immed
iately engaged with the railroads and wrought
through Kansas, Texas, Arizona and New
Mexico, until 1883, when he came to the Big
Bend country and worked for a while on the
construction of the Northern Pacific. The fol
lowing year, 1884, he located a homestead and
later took a timber culture claim, then bought
a quarter section. Like other early settlers of
this county, he was forced each year to go
abroad and earn money to improve the premises
and pay expenses but in' a very short time he

•
had the farm self sustaining and soon there after
had four hundred and eighty acres producing
fine crops. He has now one of the excellent
farms of the countrY,well improved with or
chard, residence, and other buildings. Upon
coming to this country, Mr. Anderson determ
ined to make himself master of the English
language and he has done so and is now thor
oughly able to read and write it with ease and
fluency. Mr. Anderson has two brothers,
Charles A, a bishop of the Lutheran church in
Sweden and a p~ominent and capable man, and
Swan J., a leadmg farmer in his country.

• ••
SHERM:\N P. PLANK, who resides

about two miles south from Creston, is one of
the prosperous agriculturists that have won suc-

cess in their labors in the Big Bend H'
be classed with the early pioneers ~f thi

e
15 to

of the state, and since coming here his IS boJ>3rt
h I . I h . , a rs

s ow p am y t e Industry which charact '
h · h'l h' II . enze1m, w I e IS exce ent holdmgs now d
strate the thrift and sagacity that have~
dominating his actions. n

Sherm~n P. P~ank. resides on the land he
took as a preemptIon In 1886. Since. he h
added by purchase until he has a generous a~
tate. He was born in Laird, Minnesota ~
November 20, 1864, the son of Joseph 'a d
Diant~a (Schmerhorn) Plank. The father w:s
born. m Gettysburg, Pen~sylvania, follOWed
farmmg, and came as a plOne~r to Minnesota
when a young man. The mother was born in
Albany, New York, came to \Visconsin when
seven yea;s old and then to Minnesota in 1854.
Our subject was educated in the common
schools of his nati\'e state and labored with his
father on the farm until t\venty-two. Then he
came to Walla \Valla and engaged as a hand on
the farms there. In 1885 he carne to Lincoln
county and did farm work. The next year he
preempted his place and since that time has
devoted himself to improving and cultivating
his own estate. He has gained a goodly compe
tence and has the farm well improved and re
ceives annually bounteous returns of crops,

In 1897, Mr. Plank married Miss Mary,
daughter of Eli and Mary A (Oliver) Wonch,
natives of Canada and \Vales, respectively,
Mrs. Plank was born in Redwood Falls, Minne
sota, in 1871. To this marriage the following
children have been born, Mary A., Francis C,
Ida R., and Eli L.

•••

CHARLES M. BARBRE resides about
five miles north from Creston and is known as
one of the leading farmers and most substan
tial citizens of this part of the county. He was
born in \Vashington county, Virginia, on ApTiI
I, 1867, being the son of Peter :T.'and Mary A.
(Sherwood) Barbre, natives of Virginia. The
father moved to Tennessee when a child. He
was a mechanic in early Ii fe but in later d~~s
followed farming. He is a veteran of the (11'11

War and he and his wife are verv prominent
church workers, being members of the Meth
odist church, South. Our subject received h,IS:
education in the common schools of Virgtnta
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soon as those days were over, he began
an as . h d Ltl task of learmng t e carpenter tra e. ater

Ie became an expert mechanical engineer and
hfe!1 ;eel that and carpentering for fifteen years.
o OIl . f h M h'H ssisted in the erectIOn 0 teat Ison
A~a~j works at Saltville, Yir~inia, th~ largest
I 1 of the kind at that time m Amenca. He

;I:~ assisted to put the machinery in the plant
and was engaged there for three y~ars. It was
8g8 when Mr. Barbre came to hIs present 10

I tio~ and rented a farm of one half section.
~e bought that and took a homestead in ad
dition. He has now four hundred acres of fine
land. two hundred of which are devoted to t~e
production of w.heat. He also handles stock m
:Hldition to r:llsmg wheat.
. In 1887, Mr. Barbre married Miss Molley
E. daughter of Jesse C. and Liddy (Sher
II'~od) Mountain, natives of Virginia. The
father was a mechanic and late in life engaged
in farming. To Mr. and Mrs. Barbre two chil
dren have been born, Wiley B. and James C.

Mr. Barbre has hosts of friends in Lincoln
countv and is a man of excellent standing in

•
the community.

•••
WILLIAM WALLACE RHODES is one

of the industrious farmers of Lincoln county
and his estate lies about four miles northeast
from Creston. He was born in Missouri. on
August. 1861, being the son of William Wal
lace anc1Sevilla J. (Hall) Rhodes. The father
was a native of Ohio and in 1862. started on a
journey overland to California. Owing to the
hostilities of the Indians, he stopped at Salt
Lake City where he remained for a time, then
~e returned to Denver, reaching there just be
lore the serious Indian outbreak. He was chief
of police in the citv of Denver for a long time,
and died Septem"ber 29, I 879. in his forty~
fourth year. The widowed mother, then mar
ried H. F. Warren. a native of Vermont and a
veteran of the Civil War. He is one of the
earliest settlers in this part of Washington.
Our subject was taken by his parents from Mis
saun to Salt Lake City when an infant and then
to penver, in which place he received his edu
callan. In 1875, he went to Del Norte, Col
orado, where he was engaged in freighting for
aShnl1rober of years. In 1882 he came thence to

er \ 'S. roan, Vashington, and settled on a farm.
IOce that time; he has given his' attention

19

largely to farming and also to buying and sell-·
ing realestate. He now owns a nice place as·
mentioned above and is occupied almost en
tirely in tilling the soil. In IS9I, Mr. Rhodes.
married Miss Anna, daughter of John and.
Mary (Wynhoff) Verfurth, and niece of H. S..
Wynhoff, mentioned elsewhere in this work..
Mrs. Rhodes was born in \Visconsin, on April
9, 1860. To Mr. and Mrs. Rhodes two chil
dren have been born, Survilla M. and Hilda
\Vynona. Mr. Rhodes has been on the frontier'
all his life and is a typical pioneer. He has:
traveled many thousands of miles and almost
entirely by team, having ridden on the cars but
a very few miles in all his journeyings.

•••

JONAS JESSEN was born in Germany, on
July 14, 1857,and now resides about seven miles
north from Almira on a fine estate that he has
acquired since coming to this country. He
is a prosperous farmer, a popular man, and a
patriotic citizen. His parents, Paul and Mary'
(Nickolansen) Jessen, were born in Germany_
The father served in the war between Ger
many and Denmark in 1864. Our subject was
educated in his native country and then worked
for wages until the age of twenty-one, when
he enlisted in the German army. In 1882, he
made his way to the New World and finally lo
cated in San Francisco. A year later, he came
to his present location and took a homestead
and preemption and afterward bought land until
he has four hundr.ed acres. He has given his.
attention to the cultivation and improvement of
his estate and has succeeded excellently. Good
buildings, fine orchard, and other improvements
are the result of his labors and his residence is
beautifully situated among shade trees, which
makes it one of the choice spots in the county.

In 1893, Mr. Jessen married Miss Johannah
E., daughter of Carl and Minnie Busch, na
tives of Germany. They came to Lincoln coun
ty in early days and now live north from Al
mira. Mrs. Jessen was born in Iowa. To this.
marriage five children have been born, Paul W.,
Nora M., Ruben c., Viola M., and Ruth E.,
deceased.

Mr. Jessen's parents were wealthy and
prominent people in Germany and although they
assisted him somewhat in his start here, yet the
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major portion of all that he now owns is the
result of his labors and \yise management.
\Vhen :Mr. Jessen first came to this country he
determined to master the English language and
he has done so thoroughly, being able to write
and speak it ,,-ell. He stands ,,-ell in the com
munitv and is an influential citizen.- ... -

WILLIAM H. KIRK is one of the men
who stepped forward and offered his serYices,
and his life, if need be, for the honor of the
stars and stripes when rebellion was rife in this
fair. land. He fought ,,-ith the vigor of the
patriot, with the determination and faithfulness
of the true soldier and made a record in which
he may well take pride. NIr. Kirk enlisted at
the breaking out of the \yar, at Quincy, Illinois,
in the Second Illinois Cavalrv. He seryed with-General Grant on his Mississippi campaign,
fought in the battle of Belmont and many
others, besides doing much skirmishing. He
assisted to occupy Island K o. 10, was then
ordered into the Kentucky territory and later
went to join Sherman. From there he went to
Join the Red River campaign. His time be
ing out in 1864, he receiyed an honorable dis
charge after which he returned to I1linois.

Reyerting more particularly to the early
life of our subject, we note that he \vas born in
Scotland, on May 25, 1838, being the son of
James and Ann (Halliday) Kirk, both natives
of Scotland. The father \yas a soldier in the
British army. Our subj ect was educated in his
nati\-e land until thirteen then \vent to sea.
After making many voyages, he came to Que
bec and there left the ship and \vent to work on
the Grand Trunk raih\·ay. In 1854, we see
him in Vermont, working on a farm and going
to school. Two years later, he ,,-as in the same
occupation in I1linois and there also, he sailed
some on the Great Lakes. He labored in Iowa
and in 1858 dro\'e oxen to Salt Lake City. Ow
ing to the fact that the ~lormons, as well as the
Indians, \vere yery hostile to the gentiles he
experienced much trouble and danger, yet came
through with his life. For a time, he was em
ployed in \Vyoming for the French traders and
in the quartermaster's department at Fort Lara
mie and in 1859, \Yellt back to Illinois, determ
ined to study some more. For two years, he

was occupied thus until joining the army
mentioned above. Three years were spent fS
Illinois after the war and in 1867, he. went t~
Missouri. A decade later, he came on to Kan
sas and the winter of 1883-4 was spent in
Cheney, Washington. The following spring
he came to his present location, about five miles
north from Almira, and took a homestead. He
also took a timber culture claim and has bought
land since until he now has seven hundred and
twenty acres of fertile grain producing soil.
He has a fine place, well watered by springs and
improved.

On March 6, 1867, Mr. Kirk married Miss
Harriett E., the daughter, of Rev. William and
Harriett E. (Tong) Crain. The father was
born in Virginia and reared in Kentucky and
was, during his life, a prominent Methodist
preacher. The mother was born in Missouri.
Mrs. Kirk was born in Schuyler county, lI1inois,
on April 20, 1847. To this worthy couple the
following children were born: James B., who
was a first class machinist on the Monterey in
the Spanish war and at Manila, during the time
of this service; Mrs. Harriett E. McKinnis,
whose husband is a farmer living at Fairfield,
Washington; William H., on a farm near Al
mira; Mary E., the \vife of Mr. Burke, a grain
buyer in Almira; Mrs. Effie A. Nelson, whose
husband is cashier in the Farmer's State Bank
at Nez Perce, Idaho; Mrs. Lethe A. Mitchell,
whose husband is a livery man in Almira; and
Viva L., a school girl.

• • •

GERHARD AND JOHN ROSENBALM.
About three miles north from Almira, on one
of the richest, medium sized estates of the
county, dwell the two brothers whose names
are at the head of this ~~e~ch. They are w~~
known men of responslblhty and wealth a

. I . Lincolnhave labored WIth excel ent success 111 h'
. t IS

county for nearly twenty years. DUring
time their uprightness and integrity have ever

. I they havebeen in evidence and the result IS t 1at Tl r
. . fl . 1 en Ie)hosts of fflends and are 111 uentla m '. d
. h f Alvll1 anwere born 111 Germany, t e sons 0.. f Ger-

Anna (Bremmer) Rosenbalm, natIves ad and
many. The mother was an educate. rthv
talented lady and their father was .a ~:owe;e
and prominent cloth weaver. Our subJec
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ed ted in their native land and wrought in

uca '11' h f
h 0 father's woolen ml , mastenng teart 0t elf .

cloth weaving. In 1882, they .determmed to
... the new world and accordmgly, came to
Ilell . d M'
\'ew York, whence they Journeye . on. to IS-

uri. For a time they were occupied 10 work
500' for wages and as it was their desire to see
:~~ country, they would work for a few months,
then travel. In this way, they explored Minne
sota, Dakota, Montana, and Oregon. In Ore
cron, they wrought in the woolen mills until
~886. when they journeyed to Lincoln county
and bought land where they now live. Since
then, they have been identified with this coun
try, its upbuilding, its 0 improvement, and its
prosperity. Dame fortune seems to have
chained her chariot to these men, as they have
been abundantly prospered and are among the
Irealthy and leading citizens. As yet they have
neYer seen fit to leave the ranks of the order
of jolly bachelors.

•••
GEORGE W. CROSSGROVE has labored

assiduously in Lincoln county for over twenty
years, manifesting during this long time, a
marked industry, uprightness, and interest in
the Irelfare of the country. His estate of nearly
one thousand acres lies about three miles north
from Almira and has been acquired by govern
ment rights and purchase. He has the same
III a fine state of cultivation and receives an
nually a handsome dividend from the crop of
cereals raised.

George \Y. Grossgrove was born in Dela
ware, on February 21, 1856. His patents, Jo
seph an~ Rachel (Carpenter) Crossgrove, were
of Engltsh descent. \Vhen George was an in
fant of eighteen months, he was taken by his
parents across the plains to California. Before
he was eleven year,s of age both his parents
had dO d ' .h Ie, and he was thus early thrust out 111:
t e world alone. It was decided best for him

b
to return to Delaware and accordingl)' he went
ack t th I'

o 0 e 0 d home place and worked for his
COUSIn until 187- " . I . hed 0 ~, gammg 10 t le meantime w at
heucatlOn he could. In the year last mentioned,
fa Journeyed again to California and there
locrmted until 1883, when he came to his present

a Ion tak' .
gro . ' 109 a preemptIon firs t. M r,. Cross-

Ie started' I'f' .gained h' .111 I e With nothmg and has
IS entlre holding as the result of his

labors and wisdom. He is now one of the lead
ing farmers of the Big Bend country, prosper
ous and of good standing. Mr. Crossgrove
has one brother, Joseph c., living in Delaware
and three sisters, Lydia E., Rachel E., and Mrs.
Mary R. Brown.

Mr. Crossgrove is popular in this commun
ity and has hosts of friends, but the quieter joys
of bachelordom have appealed thus far more
strongly to him than a matrimonial life and so
he is still without a helpmeet.

• ••

EDMOND J. BURKE, an old timer of
Almira, \Vashington, is a respected citizen of
Lincoln county and an energetic business man.
He is well liked and popular, owing to his
sound principles. The success he has achieved ,
is the due reward of his labors and wisdom and
although he has met numerous obstacles in his
career, he has invariably overcome them and is
now possessed of a large holding in this world's
goods.

E. J. Burke was born in \Vinona county,
Minnesota, on May 28, 1861. His father,
Thomas B. Burke, was a native of Ireland and
emigrated to America in 1848, settling on a
farm in Minnesota. In 1875, he moved to
Greene county, IO\va, and there farmed. The
mother, Sarah (Kain) Burke, was born in Ire
land and came to America when a young girl.
She died in 18&}. Our subject received his edu
cation in the district schools of Minnesota ami
Iowa then completed the same in the graded
schools Df Nebraska. He came to Idaho in
1883 and soon thereafter made his way to
\Vashington. In the spring of 1884, he came
first to Douglas county, \Vashington, and took a
homestead in what is known as the Grand Cou
lee settlement. Later he took a timber cul
ture claim and also bought land at various times
until he owns a total of nine hundred and sixty
acres. This is divided into several farms, each
of which is well improved with all the neces
sary buildings and fences. Mr. Burke started
in to raise stock in this country and handled
cattle for seven years. Then, it being 1891,
he sold his cattle, took a trip to California and
in 1892 returned to Almira, where he bought
grain for the Northern Pacific elevator com
pany. In 1893, he bought grain with J. c.
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Keller, in 1894, he was associated in the same
business with J. C. Johnson. Finally he sold
to Mr. Johnson and in 1898, went to the Palouse
country and bought a store. He operated thi~

for two years and then the same burned up. In
1900, we find Mr. Burke again in Almira, where
he bought a large grain warehouse. This he
sold the next year to the Puget Sound ware
house company and since then has been buying
grain for them. Since he quit the stock busi
ness, in 1891, he has rented his farms and they
bring him in annually a handsome income. Mr.
Burke started with a very limited capital and
is now one of the leading and substantial busi
ness men of this part of the country.

The marriage of Mr. Burke and Mary E.
Kirk, was celebrated in 1893. Mrs. Burke was
born in Maine, on July 13, 1875, the daughter
of William and Eliza (Crain) Kirk, who are
living near Almira, and are mentioned in an
other portion of this work.

Mr. Burke has one brother, Thomas, liv
ing near Almira. Mr. and Mrs. Burke have
one child, \Villiam E., born February 2, 1901.

• ••

AMEL H. KNOX is well known as one
of the leading business men of Almira. He is
proprietor of t1).e City Meat Market, one of
the finest markets in Lincoln countv. and which.'the ability of our subject has brought to its
present condition.

Amel H. Knox was born in \Visconsin, on
June 20, 1872, being the son of Fred and
Amelia (Wislinsky) Knox, natives of Germany.
They came to America when young and settled
in Wisconsin wher,e they are engaged in farm
ing. Our subject received his education in the
school adjacent to his home place, also assisting
his father during his young days on the farm.
Then he went to work for wages and as early
as 1890, came to Douglas county where he took
a homestead. He was one of the diligent and
enterprising farmers of that county until re
cently, when he sold his farm property and
moved to Almira wher:e he started a meat mar
ket. Soon after opening business he had the
great misfortune to lose everything by fire and
then he built a fine brick structure which is in
keeping with his business. Mr. Knox enjoys
a fine patronage and in the years in which he

has resided in this country has cleared
'd bl be' COn.Sl era e property mg now one of the 'II

to-do citizens. His strict business prin'lel ·
d ff b'l' h f Clpesan a a I Ity ave won or him the respe t f

all and given him an excellent patronage. c 0

In. 1900, Mr: Kno?, married Miss Kora Hill
a native .of Mlssoun, and to them two chil:
dren, Onn and Earl E., have been born

T.he building in which Mr. Knox does busi.
ness IS twenty by fifty feet and in addition t
carrying a full stock of choice meats and fish

o

he also handles fresh fruits and veg~

tables. His market is at) up-ta-date busi
ness place, provided with all modem ap.
pliances known to this business, and is
a model of neatness and taste. He also
operates a wagon throughout the surround
ing territory and supplies patrons sixteen miles
from town. In addition to the property men.
tioned, he owns a beautiful residence in Almira
and other interests.

•••

T. B. SOUTHARD is doing a real estate
and insurance business in Almira. He was born
in Arkansas, on October 20, 1875, the son of
Polk D. and Susan (Williams) Southard, na·
tives of Tennessee and Arkansas, respectively.
In the latter state the father became a promi·
nent and \vell-to-do business man and is pro
prietor of a large mill and cotton gin. Our
subject was educated in the public schools of
Salem, Arkansas, and in 1897, went 10 Texas,
where he engaged in the cotton business. Later,
we find him in Oklahoma and although he
registered at the time of the opening of the
Comanche strip, .he was unable to obtain land.
Then he returned to Texas and managed a
cotton gin for a while. Afterward, on January
6, 1903, he came to Almira, since which llme
he has been engaged as stated a?ove.. a

In 1903, Mr. Southard mamed MISS Id
jM., daughter of John and L. F. (Cotner) Lloy(,

natives of Missouri and later well-Io-do bUSI-
, born

ness people of Texas. Mrs. Southard was
in Texas, on October 16, 188~, and she ~::
met Mr. Southard in her natIve state. .
brother of our subject, Wi!liam E. Sout.h.~dh::
an attorney at law in AlmIra. He recel\ I in
education in Arkansas, served a~ cort~;a vas
the Spanish-American war, and m Ivy ,
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• ••

RICHARD T. HUGHES is a young man
of good substantial CJualities and \\'orth, well
known and appreciated in .'\Imira and the sur
rounding country, He o\\'ns and operates a
fine blacksmith shop. and stands at the head
of a good business, He \\'as born in Montgom
ery county, Iowa, in J 875. being the son of
Thomas and Jane (\Vil1iams) Hughes, nati\'es
of \Vales. The father came to America \\'hen a
young man and settled in Iowa on a farm. where
he gained both \\'ealth and prominence. In
1882. he sold his holdings there and journeyed
west to the E \'ergreen state, finally selecting land
about seyen miles north of the present site of

when he was a child. \\Then ten years of age
he was calIed to mourn the death of his father
and on account of that his advantages for se
curing an extensive education were cut short.
Dutiful and faithful, he remained with his
mother, assisting to handle the estate until 1880
when he went to Kansas and again worked for
wages in the construction department of the
railroad. He was very soon pr,omoted to be
superintendent of the same but later returned to
Missouri. In 1883, we find him in California
and the same year he journeyed to Spokane
and then located at Deep Creek, \Vashington.
That was his home until 1889, the year in \\'hich
he came to Lincoln county,

In 1885, Mr. Thompson married ~Iiss Anna
c., daughter of Ely C. and Mary K. (Scruggs)

I Johnson. The father was born in Kentucky,
I where he became a prominent and \\'orthy stock
I man. The mother \\'as born in Tennessee. Her

father was a rich planter and land o\\'ner of
that countrv.-To Mr. and Mrs. Thompson the fol1O\\'ing

I named children have been born, Grace 1.. l\Iary
I E., A. Raymond, Blanche E. and Floyd A.
I :\ofr. Thompson has the fol1owing brothers and
i sisters, A. I J., H. D., Mrs. J. Smith, :'lrs.

-".lice Hil1, and Mrs. K el1ie Fancher. Mrs.
Thompson is a talented and accomplished lady.
She \\'as born in l\Iissouri where she recei\'ed a
fine education. Mr. Thompson is a man of
excel1ent executi\'e ability, good practical judg
ment, and sterling \\'orth. He is r,easonably
acti\'e in politics and for t\\'o years \\'as county
commissioner of Lincoln counh',-

•••

HENRY M. THOMPSON has gained a
success in Lincoln county in which he may well
take pride. He landed here on March 15, 1889,
and settled on a homestead three miles \\'est
frol11 \Vilbur. He went to wor.k with a \yil1
ane! \ras soon in shape to buy more land. He
continued purchasing until he owned a section
and one-half al1 brought to a high state of cul
tiration and yaluable in producing excel1ent
crops. NIr. Thompson continued in charge of
his farm until 1902 when he sold the same for
tlrenty-two thousand dol1ars. He also has left
considerable land in other portions of the coun
try, Immediately fol1owing this sale, he moved
to Almira and erected one of the largest d\vel1
ing in this portion of the county. In addition
to handling his other estates and business he
is also the principal owner of the Almira Brick
& ~uilding Company and is one of the leading
busmess men of the county. It is extremely
mteresting to note that when Mr. Thompson
c~me to this country, his total cash capital \\'as
fitteen dollars. His possessions now are among \
the largest of any in this favored section.

Henry M. Thompson was born in Ohio,
on J-Iay 25. 1862, being the son of John \Y.
a~d Anne S. (Dark) Thompson, nati\'es of
;err Jersey and Wil1shire, England, re
pect1Yely. The father came to Ohio when

You. ng and became one of the leading men of I

~~at state. Tl:e mother crossed from E.ngland
:\l11enca \\'lth her mother when a chIld and

settled in Ohio. The public schools of Mis
SOurI contributed the educational trainino- of
our b' 0

su Ject. the parents having mo\'ed ther,e

a 1111 ., f . h Iessful exammatlOn a ter elg t mont 1S
a succ . . .. A k 1of study. After practlcmg son:e tIme m r an-

he came, in 1901, to Almira, where he be-
sas, . f I d h fi Ithe practIce 0 aw an now as a ne I
~l~~ntage. He has an ?ffice and a good library. 1

In 1892 he married MIss El1a Lyl.e, the daugh- !
ter of Allan and Eliza Lyle, promment farmers I
of Fulton county, Arkansas.

The Southard Brothers are, comparatively,
recent arri\'als in Almira, but they have built
up a practice of law here already, which shows
their ability and worth, and they ha:'e great
reason to be proud of the success which they
hare achie\·ed.
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Almira. He went into the stock business and
did well, but lost heavily during the hard 'winter.
Later, he gave up that business and went to
farming and now owns four hundred acres of
valuable land, just north of Almira. He and
his wife are highly respected people and are
among the pioneers of Lincoln county. Our
subject received his education in the district
schools of Lincoln county and then worked on
his father's farm for a number of years. In
1898, he rented a farm which he worked for
one year, then went to Spokane and was ap
prenticed to \V. T. Parker, a blacksmith, of that
city. Later, he went to work for the Diamond
Carriage Company, where he made a specialty
of horse shoeing, becoming very proficient in
this as well as in every part of his trade. In
1902, Mr. Hughes went to work for A. M.
Aiken at Almira and one year later bought him
out, since which time he has conducted the busi
ness himself. Mr. Hughes has one brother,
Abner, a school boy, and one sister, Mrs.
Charles Diebrel, of Spokane.

•••

HARRISON S. HUGHES is at the head
of a large mercantile establishment in Almira.
He handles hardware, furniture, harness, paints,
oils, and so forth, and has a large stock, his
hardware stock being the largest in this part
of the county. He is a young man of energy .
and ability. Having started in the Big Bend
country without means, he has gained his en
tire holdings as the result of his keen business
ability and industry. At the same time, :Mr.
Hughes has so conducted himself that he has
won the respect and confidence of all who know
him, and he stands in an enviable position in
the community today.

Harrison S. Hughes was born in Iowa, on
July 22, 1877, being the son of Henry and
Ella (Oplinger) Hughes. The father was born
in \Vales and came to America when a young
man, settling in \Visconsin. Later he removed
to Chicago, then to Iowa. He was a smelter
man in his early life and when he started in
Iowa he turned his attention' to farming and
became a very prominent citizen. The mother
was born in Pennsylvania and her father Peter
Oplinger, was a veteran of the Civil Wa; The
primary education of our subject was ob-

tained in the public schools of Chicago th'
augmented at Sprague, and final1y his tra" , IS

. Inmg
was completed at the Washmgton AgricultUral
Col1ege at Pul1man. In 1889, he started f
hi~self and soon bought a farm north of .~:
mIra. For three years he gave his attention to
that, then sold it and purchased the interest
o~ J. G. Jc;mes, of.the firm of Jones & Kunz.
~mce the ~Imeof hIS ~urch~se he. has continUed
m the busmess, devotmg hIS entire energies to
it and has achieved a fine ~uccess..Mr. Hughes
came to Sprague, Washmgton, 111 1885 and
since has always been identified with the Ever.
green State.

•••

MILTON C. SALTER is the proprietor of
the Almira livery stable, one of the leading
business establishments in that town, and which
has been conducted in such a manner that it
enjoys a thriving patronage. Mr. Salter has
a large establishment, excel1ent rigs, and a good
stand of driving and riding horses, and leares
nothing undone for the comfort and safety of
his patrons.

Milton C. Salter. was born in Michigan, on
April 10, 1868, being the son of John W. and
Ernaline (Clendenen) Salter. The father was
born in England and came to America when a
young man and settled with his parents on a
farm in Michigan. He learned the machinist's
trade which he followed a portion of his life
and also did contracting on the construction
work of the railroad. He was in the shops
of the leading railroads for over. thirty years
and is now a retired citizen in Michigan. The
mother was born in New England and died
when our subject was an infant. Milton C.
received his education in the district schools of
Michigan, then went to work on his grandfa'
thers' farm where he remained until 1885· In, koo
that year he journeyed west to Iowa and.w~r
some time for wages then returned to MIChlga;h
In 1887, he went to Nebraska and engaged WI

a sheep dealer. His business was to make Jour
neys to Nevada and other points and purch~e
large bands of sheep and take them across AI:
plains to Nebraska. In 1890, he came t0k'
mira, Washington and spent two years worb~~t
for wages. He then went into the horse

.' horses
ness and turned his attention to ralsl?g t
until 1900, in which year he opened hIS preseJl
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ble in Almira. Since then, Mr. Salter has
~ 'h' I'been paying constant ,attentIon to IS IVt:ry
b 'ness and the result IS a very fine patronage.

uSIIn 1900, Mr. Salter married Miss Florence
Coley. She w~ born .in India;ta and came to
Washington wIth her parents III 1888. They
lived sometime at Sprague and later moved to
Almira and now dwell on the farm near Hart
line.

To Mr. and Mrs. Salter, two children have
been born, Nita V. and Hazel M.

•••

BENJAMIN F. RICHARDSON, a re
tired farmer of Wilbur is one of the heavy
real estate owners of Lincoln county and an in
fluential and respected citizen. He was born
near Walla Walla, Washington. on October 9,
1868. The father, James H. Richardson, was
born in Illinois and crossed the plains in 1860,
selecting a pr:eemption near the present city of
Waitsburg. Later, he secured other land by
purchase until he had one thousand acres. He
conducted that estate for nearly twenty years
then built a flour mill in Huntsville and oper
ated it for thirteen years. Then he traded the
mill for a large tract of land near, Ritzville
which he farmed for a short time then sold in
1&]2. He is now loaning money in Lind, \Vash
ington. The mother of our subject is Tabitha
(Hicks) Richardson. She is a native of Illi
nois and came to Washington in an early day,
Our subject was educated in the district schools
of Walla Walla county, then completed his
t~aining in the Washington seminary at Hunts
vJ1le. After that he rented his father's farm
and conducted it for a number of years. In
ISgI he came to Lincoln county, Washington,
and bought railroad land four miles south from
Wilbur. To this he has added until he owns
an estate of twelve hundred and eighty acres
When he purchased the land it was all un~
?r?ken prairie, but he has improved it until
IllS now in a high state of cultivation and one
of the choicest estates in the county, and is a .
mModel Washington farm. In addition to this

r R' h ': IC a.rdson has a commodious and palatial
resIdence In Wilbur which is his home at the
present time.

F dIn 1889, Mr. Richardson married Nellie
u ge~ a native of Waitsburg. Her parents

are David and Melissa (Hammer) Fudge. The
father was born in Virginia and the mother in
Missouri. They were among the early settlers
in eastern Washington and are wealthy agricul
turists now. To Mr. and Mrs. Richardson four
children have been born, Itha F., Ross E.,
Beatrice M" and Harold C. Mr. Richardson
has the following brothers and sisters, James
H., Charles K, Noah, Byron, Martha, wife of
David Bridgman, Mary L., wife of Edward
Laing, Sarah L., wife of Charles Harsh, Min
nie, wife of Dennis McKay, Anna, wife of Jo
seph Moulton, and Mida, wife of Edward Mc
Caffey.

• ••

JOSEPH B. KENNEDY is a fine example
of what a man can do in the Big Bend coun
try, who is possessed of energy and wisdom.
He came here in 1896 and settled on a home
stead twelve miles south from \Vilbur. He had
nothing but the raw bunch grass sad as his
capital and he has wrought from these resources
a fine holding and is now considered one of
the wealthy men of the county. He owns over
one-half section of land in a high state of cul
tivation, well improved and supplied with
fences, orchards and so forth.

Joseph B. Kennedy was born in Ireland, on
November 14, 1860, the son of John and Mary
(Conn) Kennedy, natives of Ireland. The
mother came from Scotch ancestry while the,
father boasted his descent from the rich Irish
blood. The family came to America in 1863
and settled in Sheboygan county, \Visconsin,
where the father came to be a prominent and
well-to-do citizen. The school adjoining the
home place furnished the educationaJ training
of our subject and also in his younger days he
learned the important art of cheese making,
becoming very proficient therein. After fol
lowing this some time, he came to Washington
in 1885. For a time he was employed in the
Cascade tunnel, then went to Spokane and oper
ated as an engineer for seven years. In 1894
he entered the mercantile business and had a
store on Sprague avenue, near Division. This
continued for two years and in 1896 he sold
out and moved to his present location. He now
owns four hundred and eighty acres of ex
cellent farm land.

Joseph B. Kennedy was married in 1895 to
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Maggie S. Stauffer. She was born in Ontario,
Canada, the daughter of Jacob R. and Marie
(Sanburn) Stauffer, natives of Ontario and
Pennsylvania, respectively. The parents came
to Washington in 1892 and are now living a

. retired life. Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy have
adopted two children, Albert and Alberta, twins.
It certainly is greatly to Mr. Kennedy's credit
,,,hen we know that since 1896 he has gathered
a fine cQmpetence in worldly goods entirely as
·a result of his labors and careful management.
He also is secure in the esteem and confidence
·of his fellows and is known as one of the sub
:stantial men of the county.

• ••

GERHARD T. B. JURGENSEN is one of
the earliest settlers in what is now knO\nl as
Lincoln county. He resides about one mile west
from \Vilbur and O\\'ns and controls an estate
of nearly two thousand acres. He was born in
Denmark on August 21, 1834; the son of Re\'
erend Peter and Sophia C. (Brondstand) Jur
gensen, natives of Denmark and noted for their
Christian philanthrophy and charitable works.
In the Kolding Latin school, at Kolding, Den
mark. our subject received his early education
and during young manhood went to sea on. a
Danish vessel. He visited many portions of
the globe and finally the ship was lost at sea.
Returning home, he was apprenticed to a.
farmer and later rented the land, after which
he bought a farm in Denmark. The portion
of the country where he lived was taken pos
session of by the Germans, who forced every
Danish resident to swear allegiance to their
government or leave the country. They were
not allowed to dispose of their property and
through corruption of the government. Mr.
Jurgensen, with others was so harrassed by the
Germans. that he was obliged to leave, and was
practically driven from home without a dollar
of his hard earned property. In 1872, he landed
ill' America and worked for a time in Iowa and
Nebraska. In 1884. Mr. Jurgensen came with
his family to the BiR Bend country and took
a homestead and timber culture claims, which
were the nucleus of his present large estate. Bv
di~t of hard work, careful management, and
WIth the co·operation of his familv. Mr. J ur
gensen has accumulated his magnificent estate,
as· mentioned above. The same is very beauti
ful, well improver!; and productive.

In 1859, Mr. Jurgensen married Miss J
. Prysse, who died on March 4, 1900. R~tP'

Mr. Jurgensen contracted a second rna . Y,
Mt'S. Elsie Christenson becoming his wrrl·!tage,
h· . I" e ont IS oc~aslOn. t IS mteresting to note in this

connectIOn that Mr. Jurgensen learned the E
lish ~angua~e by his ?wn ~rsonal efforts, w~:
out mstructlOn, makmg hImself proficient 00th
in reading and speaking the same. By h·
honesty, integrity, and wisdom, Mr. Jurg~~
sen has won the respect and esteem of all \Vh
know hi!? and he is looked up to by the whol~
commullIty as one of the most substantial and
upright of men. Mr. Jurgensen has three Sons
and t,,·o daughters living namely, Rolger
Viggo, Aage, Mrs. Peter Lyse, Mrs. Agnest~
Downey, and Sarah, deceased.

•••
HOLGER JURGENSEN is one of the

younger men of Lincoln county, who has
gained a fine competence by his industry and
wisdom manifested during his residence here.
He was born in Denmark on November 5,
1867. being the son of G. T. B. and J. D.
(Prysse) Jurgensen. natives of Denmark and
named elsewhere in this volume. \Vhile Rolger
was sti 11 young. he came with his parents to
Iowa. thence to Tebraska and later. in 1884. to
the Big Bend country. Owing to the fact that
he left his native country when too young to
attend school and lived on the frontier where
there were no opportunities to attend school he
never gainer! but eighteen months of educa
tional tr.1.ining. Being a young man of energy
and dete! mination. Mr. Jurgensen decided to
secure an education through his own personal
efforts. He has succeeded admirably well, mak
ing himself proficient in the ordinary brand~es
of study and becoming master of the EllghsH
language. In.so doing, he has acquired a t~ste
for the best literature and has become famlhar
with the writings of the best authors. Mr.
Jurgesen remained with his father until t~en~'
two years of age then began life for hlmsel.
At that time he purchased six hundred a~~
of raw land which he has brought to a I ..

state of cultivation and improved in ·fine shhajlf-ch
d· 'd d w IThe estate produces an annual IVI en IlIfJI

makes Mr. Jurgesen one of the wealthy
of this vicinity. arne<!

On June 25, 19°1, Mr. Jurgensen Martha
Miss Gunheld, daughter of Gunder and
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(Foetene) Felland, natives of Norway. Mrs.
Jurgensen was born on Octo~r 31, 1871. Mr.
J rgensen is a man of upnghtness and has
1I~01l the esteem of all who know him. I~
the summer of 1904, ~r. Jurgensen was nom.l
nated on the Democratl~ ticket to represent IllS

district in the state legislature.

•••
SIMON PETERSON. For over twenty

years the subject of this article has been one of
the arduous laborers for the development and'
upbuilding of Lincoln county. He has wrought
here in no uncertain way and has accomplished
excellent results. Someone has said that the
strength of the nation is measured by the
strength and substantiality of its homes. Ac
cording to this true standard no one can give
too strong an endorsement of those who have
built up beautiful and substantial homes in this
frontier country. Mr. Peterson resides about-eight miles north from \Vilbur where he has a
fine estate, comfortable and valuable residence,
outbuildings, fences, and other improvements,
Il"hich make his place an ideal farm. He came
here in 1882, took a homestead from the raw
prairie, to which, later, he added a preemption
and then bought railroad land. Since that
time, Mr. Peterson has continued uninterrupt
ed!, in his labors here and has a wide circle•

of friends and acquaintances, being a highly
esteemed citizen.

Simon Peterson was born in Denmark on,
August 2, 1850, being the son of John and
Katherine (Steen) Peterson, natives of Den
mark. D~ring his youthful days, he gained
an educatIOnal training in the public schools
and then turned his attention to learning th~
art of blacksmithing. Becoming proficient in
thIS trade, he determined in 18hr-. to come to
tl U· ~,

Ie OIted ?tates. He readily found employ-
ment as a skilled blacksmith in Minnesota; later
~e was in Wisconsin, and then in Colorado con
~mued beating the anvil to the tune of honest
Industry until 1882, when he came to \Vilbur
as stated above.

B I~ 1886, Mr. Peterson married Miss Annie
Mert elsen, a native of Denmark. Mr. and

rs. Peterson came to this countrv without
any rno d -- ney an now have a very comfortable
Cornpeten T "
h'ld ceo 0 them have been born five
~n~ ~~~hn B., Christ J., Kate, Marguerette,

WILLIAM W. HOWELL deserves to be
mentioned in any volume that speaks of the
leading citizens of Lincoln county, since he has
demonstrated here his ability to handle the re
sources of the country in a successful manner
and has during these years, sho"'"11 himself to
be a progressive and capable man. He is now
spending the golden years of his life retired
from active business in the town of \Vilbur
where he has a beautiful residence.

William W. Howell was born in Kentucky,
on January 3 I, 1838, being the son of Thomas
and Sarah (Morris) Howell, natives of Vir
ginia. The father was a worthy agriculturist
and an influential citizen. His father, John
H., the grandfather of our subject, fought in
the War of 1812. The mother's father was
killed in the same war. The district schools of
Kentucky contributed to the educational train
ing of our subject and in 1854 he moved \yith
his parents to Illinois where they took up farm
ing, It was in 1862 that they bought ox team
conveyances and made the weary journey
across the plains to eastern Oregon. Our sub
ject spent sometime in washing the golden
sands of Placerville, Idaho, and in portions of
Oregon, then in 1853 made the trip to Illinois
on horseback. After farming in that state for
some time, Ire went to Missouri, but in 1872
returned again to Illinois and there made his
home until 1884, when he came to Lincoln
countv. He took a homestead about fi\'e miles-northwest from Wilbur and later bought t\yO
hundred acres of land and has improved the
entire estate in a becoming manner and it is now
one of the choice farms of the Big Bend coun
try. Mr. Howell has an excellent orchard and
all the conveniences of machinery and buildings
on his estate. He now resides in \Yilbur and
oversees his estates from that place. He owns
a fine residence in \Vilbur and is one of the es
teemed citizens of the town.

In 1864, Mr. Howell married r-.fiss Sarah
Bumgardner. In 1888. he was called to mourn
the death of his wife who left three children:
Orlando, and Vilasco. wealthy farmers near
\Vilbur, and Mrs. Mary Parker.

•••
BENJAMIN KING is a retired farmer re

siding in Davenport, Washington. BornJuly 23,
1839. in Mercer county, Pennsylvania. the son
of William and Margaret (McClaren) King,
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both deceased. at an earlv age he migrated with
his parents to Jackson county, Iowa, in the
territorial days of that commonwealth. The

•

family was among the first to settle in this
county. going there in the days when Indians
and wild game were so numerous as to render
farm life extremely unpleasant. The father
of Benjamin enjoyed the distinction of having
cast a vote for the first governor of Iowa.
After growing to manhood on the farm our
subject enlisted in September, 1861, in Com
pany 1\'1, Second Iowa Cavalry, and for three
years was engaged in the Civil War, fighting
for the most part in the states of Missouri.
Tennessee and Mississippi. During this time
he was engaged in some hotly contested battles,
among which might be mentioned the Corinth
and Iuka (Mississippi), as well as in numerous
skirmishes and brushes with the enemy. He
was given an honorable discharge at the close
of the war and returned to Iowa, ,vhere he
engaged in farming, and where, on January
26, 1865, he was married to Margaret A.
Dupuy. a native of Jackson county. Mrs.
King's parents were Lemuel and Nancy Dupuy,
pioneers of that locality.

In the spring of 1870 Mr. King fitted up a
"prairie schooner" and started west with his
wife and two children. The family remained
one year in Richardson county, Nebraska, and
from there went to Je\\'ell county, Kansas,
where he was among the first of the early set
tlers. Here :Mr. King took a homestead and
a pre-emption. five miles from his nearest
neighbor, in a country where wild buffalo were
so numerous that more than once he has stood
in his door and killed these animals at short
range. \Vhile in this county, where the fam
ily lived in a primitive plains "dug-out" a pair
of twins was born to Mr. and Mrs. King.
These children were known far and wide
throughout the state as "the Centennial
Twins." for the reason that they arrived on
the fourth day of July. 1876.

In the spring of 1882 the family started
again with the covered wagon, to Colorado,
and in the fall of that year they came to the
Black Hills. In the spring of 1884 they drove
to Umatilla cOllnty. Oregon, where Mr. King
farmed until the spring of 1888, when he came
o\'erland to Davenport. Three years later he
removed near \Vilbur, where he owns 320 acres

of choice grain land. He also owns a beaun I
home in Da\'enport where he lives. Mrs. K

1
u

died April 22, 1899, leaving the subject of tl~K
sketch and seven children; Elmer E., man' ~
to Dilla Charlton; Willi.am \Y., married I~O
Grace Phar; Clara c., WIfe of C. A. Bryant.
David D., ,?arried to Viola Alley; Alva A.;
Alma A., wIfe of Charles :~'dcKennon-thetwo
last named are the "Centennial Twins," and
Arthur.

The brothers and sisters of Mr. King are:
Marinus. J. H .. Mrs. Rebecca Sweesy, Mrs.
Sarah E. Jenkins. Mrs. M. M. Phillips. Mrs.
Martha J. Lyden, living, and Rotert M. and
Elizabeth M. King, deceased.

Benjamin King is a prominent member oi
the G. A. R. of Wilbur, and one of the foremost
citizens of Davenport.

•••
EDWARD ENGELSEN is a prosperous

farmer living three miles west from Hesseltine.
He owns a good estate and in addition to his
farm has bought and sold considerable land
since coming to the Big Bend country. Through
his wise labors, he has gained wealth and is
one of the influential and leading men of the
section.

Edward Engelsen was born in Hardanger.
Norway, in April, 1862. being the son oi
Engel A. and Mar-greta (Lussand) Bjotvedt.
The family came to \Yisconsin in 1868 and
there fath~r was a farmer and gained wealth
and influence in his latter years. Our subject
was educated in the district schools in Wiscon
sin and in Cortland academv. He came to
\Vashington at the age of twe~ty-oneand took
a homestead in 1883 at his present locatlo~.

His home place has been \\'ell laid out and IS,

supplied with good buildings, fences, orchard,
and all other conveniences necessary on a first
class farm. After taking his land, Mr. Engel
sen was forced to go to other parts of the coun'
try to earn money for his support and the ~I11
provement of the farm. He has the follow109
brothers and sisters, Martin, Ole, Mrs. B~~na
Gullicksen, 1"lrs. Carrie Nash, Susan, and 1 rs.
Emma Merkey. h

M· Bert aIn 1893. Mr. Engelsen married ISS been
Spangle and to them three childr~ have and
born. M. Gladys, deceased; GracIe M.,
Clare W.
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HANS M. HANSEN was born in Den
mark March 21, 1863, the son of Peter Han
sen ~nd Sine Jespersen. .He grew up on a
farm and attended the public ~chools, later
being graduated from the agrIcultural and
normal courses of the agricultural college at
Klank, Denmark.. In the s~ring of 1.889, two
vears following hiS graduatIOn, he sailed from
Copenhagen for the United States on the ship
Denmark. The vessel was wrecked about
fifteen hundred miles east of New Foundland.
There were nine hundred passengers aboard,
only one of whom was drowned, although the
steamer was a total loss. The remaining pass
encrers were taken aboard a passing ship, and
after a hazardous voyage of fifty-six days suc
ceeded in reaching the port of New York. A
short time was spent in New York, after which
Mr. Hansen came west to Minneapolis, Min
nesota, and from that point came to \Vilbur
in the fall of 1890. The following spring he
engaged as a section hand with the Central
Washington railway, and was soor1 promoted
to the position of foreman of his gang. He
remained with the company four years, when,
in 1894, he engaged in buying and selling
grain. Three years later he embarked in the
lumber business, at the same time keeping up
his speculations in grain. He later sold his
business and engaged with Peter M. Lyse in
the mercantile business. In February, 1902,
however, he disposed of his interests in this
business and engaged in his present business.
which is that of grain buying, real estate and
fa;.m loans, with his home and headquarters in
Wilbur, where he has one of the handsomest
resi~ences in the city. He owns three large
gram warehouses, one at Wilbur and two at
Govan, the three covering a total of about nine
thousand six hundred and forty square feet.
Each. branch of his business is in a prosperous
condition and is yielding him good returns.
. . In the lodge circles of his towr. Mr. Hansen
IS Identified with the Odd Fellows, the K. P"
and the K. O. T. M. .
D He was married in December 1889 to
a °drthea Bruhn, a native of Denr~ark. 'Mr.
~'I Mrs. Hansen have been parents of four
~l~dren. whose names are, Jennie, Carrie,

red B. and Sigvard T.
The family's church home is in the Luth

eran denomination.
Although coming to Wilbur without means.

Mr. Hansen has, by his habits of thrift. busi
ness sagacity, and relentless toil, achieved suc
cess to such a degree as to place him in the
foremost ranks of the business men of his town.

•••

MARCUS A. HANSEN lives on a valuable
farm two and one-half miles east and one mile
south of Davenport. Born on the island of
Bornholm, Denmark, May 23, 1853, he was
the son of Diderek and Maren Christina (Han
sen) Hansen, a brief mention of whose lives ap
pear in the sketch of James D. Hansen, who
is a twin brother of our subject.

The two brothers were raised together and
have always been in each other's company, so
their biographies cannot differ in any material
detail. Marcus A., with his brother, attended
school until fou'rteen years of age, and the two
came to the United States together in 1873.
From New York, where they first landed, they
went to Oshkosh, \illisconsin, and in 1874 came
to the coast. They went to Red Bluffs, Cal
ifornia, where they worked on farms until

•

1879, 'when they came by wagon to \Valla
\iIIalia, from that city to the Palouse country,
and to Davenport. then Cottonwood Springs.
in 1880. Here each of the brothers took
a homestead where they now live. On
account of the newness of the country,
which was then without road or, fence
and practically uninhabited, together with
the stringent financial condition in which
they found themselves after locating here,
they had many and unusually severe hard
ships to endure before gaining a start, but both
are now in a prosperous condition and greatly
attached to the country in which they live.

Marcus A. Hansen was married to Lena
Hansen on December 27, 1888. Mrs. Hansen
though of the same name, was in no wise re
lated to her husband prior to their marriage,
and was a sister of Hanna L. Hansen, who ten
years later became the wife of Mr. Hansen's-brother, James D. She was born in Lolland,
Denmark, the daughter of Hans Jensen, a
blacksmith by trade, who served in the war be
tween Denmark and Germany i.n 1864, and
Anna M. Jensen, both of whom are living in
the old country.

The brothers and sisters of Mrs. Hansen
are; Martin, living with the subject of this
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sketch; Fred. L., in Denmark; Mrs. Hansen,
and Christian, in Denmark. One sister Anna. ' ,
IS dead.

. Mrs. Hansen's health failing some years
Sll1ce. her husband took her to California. but
the change was of no avail. Returning to her
home she died June 12, 1903, leaving one
d.aughter, Ida M., the only issue of her mar
nage.

Mr. Hansen now owns three hundred and
twenty acres of choice and well-improved grain
land where he lives, and a half interest in a
forty-acre tract of timber. He has a handsome
nine-room modern house, good outbuildings
and first-class water facilities. He makes a
specialty of raising grain.

Mr. Hansen is a devoted member of the
Lutheran church.

•••
WILLIAM WACHTER, a native of Han

over, Germany, is now one of the wealthiest
real estate owners of the whole Big Bend coun-' ,
try. He resides about seven miles south from
\Vilbur on a magnificent estate of over thirty·
two hundred acres. This large body of land is
in a high state of cultivation and the annual
dividends are very large. Mr. \Vachter has im
proved his place with buildings and fences
ne~essary, having, also, abundance of stock, ma
chmery, and so forth. He owns a beautiful
residence commensurate with the magnificent
estate.

March 22, 1854 is the date of our subject's
birth and his parents were Hamme and Arnke
(Johnson) Wachter, both natives of Hanover,
Germany. The father died in Germany and the
widow came to the United States with \Villiam
w~en.he was aged fifteen, and is now living in
IlImols: T~e early education of our subject
was gamed 111 Germany and when he landed in
the United States he started in the battle of life
with no capital and has acquired his present
h?ldin~s entirely as the result of his industry,
hIS thnft, and his sagacity. In 1879, he left
Illinois and settled in Kansas. For four years
he was occupied contracting on the railroad and
in 1883, bought a farm which he tilled until
1888. Two years after that, he came across
the plains in wagons and took a part of his pres
ent estate as a homestead. The balance of his
land has all been acquired by purchase.

In 1880, Mr. Wachter married Miss Jo-

hannah, daughter of Joost and A '. nl1Ie (D
HartIg) Den Burger. To this m' en
following children have been bor:rrkage the
Annie E., Willie H. Hamme \" J' en

h
R.,, 'v., osep C

Emma M., Ada L., Glen H B th "
Ethel. ., er a, and

In addition. to handling his estate II
\Vachter has gIven attention for the I' ir.. ast ten
years to steam threshmg, and Owns one of h
best outfits in this part of the country H h

t
e

b . h' . . e as
ecome an expert 111 t IS and IS knO\"n
f h b

. as one
o t e su stantml and reliable men of h
country. t e

•••

JOSE~H ROSMAN: Like many of the
~nest Spe~1I11en~ of Amencan citizens, the sulJ
Ject of thIS revIew was born in a foreign c _
t B' . oun
~-y. emg Impressed with our great institu-

tI.ons and the magmficent opportunities of this
nch country, he came hither from Austria in
188I, settling first in Iowa. For sometime he
,vas engaged on a. farm there and in 1884 ,Yent
to Colorado, takll1g up mining and smelter
,,-ork. Later, we find him in the Anaconda
smelters in. Montana and in the spring of 18gJ
he found h~s way to Lincoln county. Seven and
one-half mIles ~outheast from Wilbur,he bought
a quarter sectIOn and turned his attention to
f~rming f?r sometime. He has bought land
Sll1ce, untIl he now owns one thousand and
eighty acres, eight hundred of which are into
wheat, while the balance is used for pasture,
The estate is well improved and provided with
necessary buildings and so forth. The ,,-hole
represents the personal labor, of our subject.
Coming to this county without any means what·
ever, he has gained these excellent holdings
by reason of his energy and industry and Mr.
Rosman may taken a pardonable pride in what
he has carved out.

Joseph Rosman was born in Altenmarkt,
Austria, on December 27, 1862, being the son
of Joseph and Catherina (Berich) Rosman,
both born at Altenmarkt. Our subject was well
educated in the schools of his native place and
at the age of nineteen started out in life for
himself as stated above.

In 1887, Mr. Rosman married Miss Cat~e.
rine, daughter of George and Annie (Muhc~
Mustich. Mrs. Rosman was bom and rear
in the same place as our subject, while her pa'
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rents also were reared and now live there. To
h' marriage, five children have been born,

]ol:eph R, Adolph F., William H., Albert M.,

and Mary T. . .
Our subject, after the depnvatlOns endured

nd after having by his sagacity secured so 'good
a competence for himself and family, feels the
~uture vears are secure. Thus in the respect of
his fell;w citizens, he can enjoy a repose in the
golden years of his life. He is a member of
the W. W. and his wife with him belongs to
the Catholic church.

•••

ANDREW J. PIERCE resides about eight
miles south from 'Wilbur on a fine estate of
eight hundred acres, which he has cleared as
the result of his labors in the course of seven
years. He was born in Indiana, on December
27, 1858, the son of Nehemiah and Elizabeth
R, (Green) Pierce, natives of Vermont and
Indiana, respectively. The father walked from
Vermont to Indiana when a boy and settled in
the wilds of the then new Hoosier state, clear
ing up a faml in the woods. His wife shared
his pioneer labors and they are now prominent
and highly respected people. Our subject was
educated in the district schools of Pike county,
Indiana, and after his father:s death, which oc
curred when Andrew was thirteen years of age,
he and his brother took charge of their mother's
farm. They handled that until 1885. In that
year he detennined to see the great world and
accordingly, journeyed until he reached Milton,
Oregon, and took a homestead near. He farmed
there until 1897, then came to his present loca
lion and began purchasing land. He has the
fine estate above mentioned, well improved. be
Sides more than half a section in Oregon. 'When
he landed in Oregon in 1886, he had no capital
whatever and it speaks well of the energy and
WI dse m ustry of Mr. Pierce when we observe
the large estates which he now owns. In 1885,
Mr. Pierce married Miss Mary c., daughter of
RObert and Narsissa (Brenton) Stuart natives
of I d' ,C' n lana. The father was a veteran of the
F:~;l ~ar., having enlisted in Company E,
p' y-elght Indiana Volunteer Infantry. Mrs.
Tierce. was born in Indiana, on June I, 1869.
~ thiS marriage the following children have

n born, Robert F., deceased, Charles H.,

Cecil E., Ruth, Olive, Alice, Herbert, deceased,
and Rachel.

Mr. Pierce has two brothers and one sister,
Alva, Nathan, deceased, and Mrs. Ama Smith,
deceased.

• ••

JAMES H. SHORT, who was born in Illi
nois on March 6, 1855, is now one of the in
dustrious and capable farmers of Lincoln coun
ty, where he has wrought for a score of years
or more. He dwells about ten miles southeast
from \Vilbur and owns a farm of one-half sec
tion which is well improved with a fine orchard
and so forth. The place is in a high state of
cultivation and produces abundant returns of
the cereals. The parents of our subject, Will
iam S. and Elizabeth (Garrett) Short, were
natives of Illinois and the father was occupied
with farming and stock raising.

James H. was educated in his native state
and labored during the years of his schooling
with his father on the farm. \Vhen twenty
three years of age, he went to Nebraska for a
short time, then returned to Illinois. In 1879
he went to Idaho and worked on a ranch for a
time, then returned to Illinois. I t was 1888
when he came to his present location and took
a homestead. Later he bought a quarter sec
tion of railroad land and is now handling the
estate in a very becoming manner.

In 1880, Mr. Short married Miss Louisa,
daughter. of James and Julia (Thompson)
Prather, natives of Illinois. Mr. Short has the
following brothers and sisters, Louis, Thomas J., .
E. B., YV. S., Rose, Mrs. Dicey McCracken,
Mrs. Addie Barnard, and Katherine. :Mrs.
Short was born in Illinois on January 16, 1862.
To Mr. and Mrs. Short six children have been
born, Samuel H., Homer D., Lester L., Zeno,
FIasco, and Irle L. It speaks much for the
ability and energy of our subject, when we re
count the fact that he started in life with no
means whatever and has gained his present
holding through his industry and wisdom. He
is a respected citizen and has hosts of friends.
Fraternally, he is affiliated with the Maccabees.

•••

THOMAS W. McCORD, a native of Indi
ana and now one of the stanch and well-to-do
farmers in Lincoln county, resides three miles
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south and two east from \Vilbur. He was born
on July 6, 1861, the son of Thomas H. and
Jane J\lcCord. The mother died when our sub
j ect was three years of age. The father was
born in Kentucky and mm'ed to Indiana in
1833, being a pioneer of that country. In 1870,
he came to Nebraska, ,vhere he labored as an
agriculturist, having those qualities of worth
and stabilitv that characterize the true fron-

o

tiersman. Thomas \V. was educated in the
district schools of Nebraska and worked for his
father until 1881, then came to Spokane in
1882, where he remained one year. In 1883,
he came to his present location, taking a home
stead and timber culture olaim and has since
bought land until he now has an estate of eight
hundred acres. The farm is well supplied with
buildings, a fine residence, first class orchard
and other "aluable improvements. \Vhen Mr.
McCord came to this country, he was possessed
of the capital of two good strong hands and a
courageous heart, and his entire holdings now
are the result of his industry.

Mr. McCord married Miss Gertrude Hire
in 1889 and to them have been born four chil
dren, Zennie E., Owen A., Lela, and Iven \V.

Mr. !v1cCord has the following brothers and
sisters, \Villiam H., Isaac, Joseph D., Sherman,
Charles, Mrs. Delilah Morgan and Ellen.

Mrs. :McCord was born in Illinois, on Jan
uary 15, 1871, the daughter of Franklin and
Mary Hire. The father was born in Ohio, came
to Illinois in early days, and in 1882 mm'ed" on
,,'est to \Vashington, where he now resides.
The other children of the family besides Mrs.
McCord are Oren R., William 0., Fred, John
"'., and :tI1rs. Ruby Vanslyke.

Mr. :McCord has been a school director con
siderable of the time since coming to this coun
try and is an enterprising and wide awake
citizen.

•••

ALICE M. ALLEN, who resides about ten
miles north from Krupp, was born in Indiana,
on December 15, 1854, being the daughter of
John and :-Iary (Ball) Higgs, natives of Eng
land. The father came to America in the early
'forties and settled in Indiana. In 1857 he
settled on a farm in Iowa where he became a
wealth" and well known citizen. The mother•

died ,vhen our subject \vas eleven years of age.

Miss Alice received her education in the district
schools of Iowa and kept house for her fath
until her marriage in 1871. Two years late

er

she came with her husband to Oregon and se~:
tied on a farm. After that, in 1880, they moved
to Lincoln county, settling on a piece of land
north\\'est from \Vilbur, in what is known as
Corbett draw. Mrs. Allen has labored faith.
full y as one of the pioneers of this country since
that time and now has the pleasure of enjoying
the success that she has earned. She oll"ns
three-fourths of a section of land in the wheat
belt here and a fine fruit farm in Oregon, be,
sides a residence and four lots in Wilbur. She
has certainly been blessed with excellent pros,
perity as a result of her wisdom and industrv.
During these long years of residence here, M;s.
Allen has gained hosts of warm friends and
stands exceptionally well in this community.
Her husband was \Villiam Allen and to them
,,'ere born: Frank, in \Vilbur; Mrs. John
Markey, mentioned elsewhere in this \'olume;
William J., and Dora Miller.

•••

AUGUST LILENGREE~. deceased. It
is ,,~ry proper that a memoir of this highly
respected citizen of Lincoln county be granted
space in a work that purports to outline the
careers of the leading men here. He was born
in Sweden and while still a young man came
to Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. Afterward he
mo\'ed to Chicago, Illinois and ,,'as there when
it was a very small town, From Chicago, ~e
traveled to Michigan, then to Indiana and 111

1868, he came to Minnesota and purchased a
farm near St. Peter. At that time Minnesota
,,'as poorly settled and he had to undergo many
hardships incident to a pioneer life. In 1886,
Mr. Lilengreen came to Whitman county and
the following year located in Lincoln county,
setling on a farm near Creston, He contIl1ued. . I
here as one of the substantial and lI1f1uentla
~itizens until his death in 1903. His wi.fdMary Dahlburg, was born in Sweden and die
at Creston in 1903. She was an exempla1
woman and they were both deeply mourne
at their demise. Three sons and two daughters
were left to mourn their departure, Albe~:
Frank, Ruben, Mrs. Ida Johnson and Mrs.
\Vatson.
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B way of reminiscence it is interesting to

tYh t Frank'Lilengreen was one of the five
note a

h captured Harry Tracy.
W °The children of August ~ilengreen are all
highly respected citizens of Lincoln county.

•••

ISAIAH STAMBAUGH, one of the
wealthy and respecte? ~en of the. Big ~nd

ntry has the distinction of havmg gamed
cou , . I I b
I · present large property mterests so e y y
liS h' . hhis wisdom and industry, avmg, m t e mean-
time, been called on to pass ~hr~ugh all t~e try
ing hardships and ~angers inCident to.plon~r
existence, all of which he ~as accomplished In

a becoming manner. He IS today one of the
citizens of Lincoln county that people look up
to having gained this esteem and confidence
fr;m his fellows by his upright walk and kind,
neighborly ways. .

Isaiah Stambaugh was born In Butler coun
ty, Ohio, on March 10, 1846, the son of ,George
and Sarah (Garrison) Stambaugh. The fathar
came from a Pennsylvania Dutch family of
prominence, while the mother was of English
extraction, her family being an old and in
fluential one. Our subject was taken by his
par.ents to Schuyler county, Illinois, when two
years of age. Soon thereafter, they went to
McDonough county, where Isaiah received his
education in the common schools. The father
died when this lad was eight years of age
and the widowed mother had the heavy burden
of caring for a family of six children in a new
country. The children were named as follows:
Samuel, Jacob, Isaiah, Margaret E., Rebecca
A., .and George G. They were all kept together
until the Rebellion broke out and then our sub-. ,
Jeet being sixteen, he took charge of the farm,
while his two older brothers went to fight back
the forces of treason. He continued with his
mother until her death in 1864, and then con
tmued on the home farm until his marriage.
i~ 1868, Mr. Stambaugh married Miss Mary
S .,.daugh~er of John and Elizabeth (Linton)

mlth, 'natives of Kentucky. The father was a
c?Oper and was in Kentucky in the days of
i~o~eer.hardships. He had much trouble with
b ~ ~Ians together with his other trying times,
/ arne one of the leading men of his sec
Ion and reaped the rewards of his labors. Mrs.

Stambaugh was born in Kentucky, on Novem
ben 18, 1844. To Mr. and Mrs. Stambaugh,
the following named children have been born:
John M., a merchant at Quincy, Washington;
Mrs. Sarah M. McKay; Mrs. Anna Elizabeth
Howell; Mrs. Tiney M. Cole; Silas Otis; and
Stella G.

Reverting to an earlier portion of our sul).·
ject's career, we notice that in 1869, Mr. Stam
baugh removed with his wife to Missouri, from
Illinois. In September., 1870, they returned
to Illinois. In 1882, Mr. Stambaugh turned his
face westward and eventually landed in the
Evergreen State. Upon investigation, he se
lected his present place, which lies about three
miles southwest from Creston. He had much
arduous labor to perform and many trying
things to encounter. However, he overcame
all and with his family weathered the many
severe storms both of the hard winters and of
adversity. He has a good place now and is one
of the substantial men of the county.

In 1873, Mr. Stambaugh was converted and
joined the United Brethren church, but since
coming to Washington, he has been allied with
the Methodists and is a consistent member of
that denomination. He is a zealous and actiye
worker in Sunday schools and in promoting
all good enterprises.

•••

JAMES T. JUMP, who resides three and
one-half miles south from Creston, is one of
the well-to-do farmers of the Big Bend coun
try. He owns an estate where he lives, part of
which was secured by homestead right and
part by purchase. He has manifested in his
labors, during his residence here, an honesty
and thrift, which have brought their sure re
ward and a gratifying competence, and he
stands today one of the substantial men of this
portion of Lincoln county.

James T. Jump was born in Missouri, on
September 28, 1867, being the son of Joseph
H. and Margaret (Breshears) Jump. The
father was born where St. Louis now stands
and was a well-to-do and prominent farmer in
Missouri. Later, he came to Washington and
died in February, 1896. The mother is a na
tive of Tennessee. Our subject received a com
mon school education in Missouri and Oregon,
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having crossed the plains in 1877. One year
was spent in Idaho and in 1878, he came to
'Valla Walla. After that, he lived for a time
in union county, Oregon. It was 1882, when
Mr. Jump came to what is now Lincoln county
and took a contract to carry the mail from Dav
enport to points west. For four years he was
occupied thus, and at various other labors until
1890 , ,,,hen he bought one hundred and sixty
acres of land just north of Creston. He after
ward sold that property and spent a number of
years in traveling. Finally, in 1899 he came to
Lincoln county, settling where we now find
him.

In 1902:Mr. Jump married Mrs. Mary
Lavina Cooper. Mrs. Jump's former husband,
John R. Cooper, was a native of Pennsylvania,
while she ,vas born in England. They had two
children Eleanoria Myrtle and John, the former, . .
born in :},Iichigan and the latter in IllInOIs.
:Mr. and Mrs. Jump are worthy and highly :e
spected people, being known as first class CItI
zens.

• ••

JOH-:\T W. SAWYER land~d in Seat.tle
from San Francisco and Portland 111 1878 WIth
only five dollars in his possession. He has now
a clear title to 2,000 acres of choice agricultural
land in Lincoln county; 'Vashington, and
30400 acres in NIorrow county, Oregon. His
home is nine miles southeast of Davenport. He
has the very best of modern improvements.
both in his house and out-of-doors. His barn,
granary. et cetera, are large and conveniently
appointed. he has a windmill, which places
water in his house, and a cistern that supplies
his stock \vith water. He has two farms near
each other. and both are equally well improved.

Born June 12. r856, John "YV. Sawyer is a
. native of 'Vyoming county, Pennsylvania. His
father. who is now deceased, was John, and
his mother .'\my (Leipham) Sawyer, the for
mer a native of Pennsylvania, the son of an
English father; and the latter of Germany.
The mother now lives at Manchester. New
Hampshire. and is seventy-seven years of age.

John W. Sawyer grew to manhood on a
farm, and in the spring of 1878 went to San
Francisco. From that city he went to Port
land, Oreg-on. then to Puget Sound, where he
followed lumbering. I

On September 16, 1879, he was married
Oak Harbor, \Vashington, to Julia Dixon ~
native of Puget Sound. She was the dallgh't
of Thomas and Jane Dixon. er

During the autumn of r881 Mr. and Mrs
Sawyer ca£I?e to Spokane~ where Me SawYe;
followed bndge constructIon work in the e _
ploy of the Northern Pacific Railroad Compa~y
for a space and late~ bought a tract of railroad
land south of MedIcal Lake. Here he Ii\'ed
only a short time when he sold out, and came
to Lincoln county in 1883. He soon afterward
located a homestead where he still lives. He
had many hardships and inconveniences to en
dure, and a hard struggle to earn money with
which to make the necessary improvements on
his land, but he was ever a hard-working and
industrious man and now takes just pride in
the success that has been attained by his efforts.

In fraternity circles Mr. Sawyer is identi
fied with the Royal Arch Chapter, the W. \V. ,
the Knights of Pythias and the A. 0. U. \Y.

• •socIetIes.
Mr. and Mrs. Sawyer have reared a prom

ising family of seven children. Frederick L
the oldest. is married to Lottie Long, and lires
near NIoscow, \Vashington. The next in age
is Amv E .. the wife of Fred :Morse, also of the

•
vicinity of Moscow. The five remaining at
home are, 'Villiam, Effie M., Calvin, Clarence
and Ernest L.

• • •

JOH::\' S. HUFFMAN started in life on a
tract of land near Davenport with almost noth
ing he could call his own, and is now one of the
wealthiest farmers of his county. He make~
his home in Davenport. He was the son ot
Elijah and Amanda (Markham) Huffman,
both natives of Pennsvlvania. and was born In

Bushnell, lllinois, the-date thereof being May
26, 1859. .' .

M r. Huffman's father died in llImols, and
in 1867 the subject accompanied his mother to
St. Joe, Missouri, and the following year to
Neosho county, Kansas, where he grew to man'
hood. _

He "'as married to Ida M. Samples, N?
vember 29, r884. Mrs. Huffman was born ~
Macoupin county, lllinois. and was the dau~)
ter of George \V. and Sarah A. (~ustarich
Samples, both native Kentuckians, m wh .

C"I ar ISstate the father a veteran of the IVI w ,,
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'II I' 'ng She carne with her parents toso IVI • 'fi
I h county in 186<}, and to PacI c county,
~~shon""on in 1887, where the family en
\-, as I!;;l,. . h fl f d

ed first in fishmg, a~d later In t e our, ee
~~ rain seJling busIness. They also. con
d t ~ the first drug store ever opened m the
t~~~,:of Ilwaco, t~e old ~uilding stiJl standing
in a class by itself m the lIttle town.

In February, 185)8, Mr. Huffman brought
his family to Davenport, having purchased. a
tract of land there in 189o~ and engage.d. In
fanning. In 1901 he combmed ~tock raIsIng
with farming, and has made a s~gnal success
of the business. He now owns eIght hundred
and sixty-three acres .of well cultivated and
productive land four mIles southeast of Daven
port stocked with finely bred horses, cattle,
and 'hogs. He also has a handsome horne in
Davenport, where he resides, a half interest in
a large warehouse of which his brother, George
W., owns the other half, and a city residence in
Ilwaco.

An active fraternity man, he is a member of
the A. F. and A. M., the W. W., the A. O. U.
W., and the Maccabees.

The family of Mr. and Mrs. Huffman con
sists of six children, as follows: Charles F., born
in Kansas; Newton, Raymer V., Edgar, and
Astor, born in Pacific county, Washington; and
May Belle, a native of Davenport.

Mr. Huffman is one of the substantial and
well-to-do Qusiness men of the county of
Lincoln.

•••

GEORGE W. HUFFMAN, a native of
Akron, Summit county, Ohio, born December
2, 1855, IS a farmer living four miles east of
Davenport. His father and mother, Elijah and
Amanda (Markhalu) Huffman, were born in
Pennsylvania. -
, At an early age the subject removed with

hiS parents to McDonough county, IIIinois,
where he lived until 1867, when the family
~galll removed to St. Joe, Missouri, and later
a Neosho, Kansas. His entire youth and

YOung manhood were spent on a farm.
M August 2, 1874, in Neosho county, Kansas,

r. Huffman was married to Sarah A. Sprig-
gle ., a natIve of McDonough county and
daughter of Emanuel and Cathrine A. (Mark

20

ham) Spriggle, both natives of Pennsylvania.
The latter died in Illinois, and the former in
vVashington county, Kansas, whither he had
removed in 1870. After the death of her
father, Mrs. Huffman went to Neosho county,
where she lived until her marriage.

In 1879, Mr. and Mrs. Huffman started
with a mule team to cross the plains, and after
a journey covering four months arrived at
Boise City, Idaho, where they remained untiJ
1883, when they drove on to Ilwaco, Pacific
county, vVashington, where Mr. Huffman con
ducted a hotel until the spring of 1886. They
then came to Lincoln county and filed a home
stead five miles southeast of Davenport. Being
in stringent financial circumstances at the time,
Mr. Huffman often found it difficult to "make
ends meet," but by hard work and strict econ
omy he somehow managed to do this, and
before many years could count himself in com
fortable circumstances. But few settlers had
located in the Big Bend at that time. Daven
port and Wilbur were towns unthought of, and
aJl supplies for the few pioneers must needs
have been freighted from Sprague. Mr. Huff
man did considerable of this freighting. con
suming two days in the round trip. As the
country developed his condition improved, and
has continued to improve until he now has
title to sixteen hundred acres of good grain
land, a cozy residence, and other good improve
ments as barns. outbuildings. et cetera. He
makes a specialty of grain raising. and with
his brother. John S., owns a warehouse in
Davenport of twenty thousand bushels capac-
ity. He has some of the finest stock and
poultry to be found anywhere in the Big Bend,
having taken the following first prizes at the
Lincoln countv fair recently: Best pair draft
horses; best pair of brood mares; vVhite Plym
outh Rock chickens; Pekin ducks, and To-
louse geese. . He has thirty head of draft
horses, and a drove of thoroughbred Poland'
China hogs.

To Mr. and Mrs. Huffman have been born
five children; Catura. wife of Charles S. Tur
ner, a farmer near Davenport; Eva, deceased;
Elijah, married to Hattie Hamilton, of Odessa,
vVashington; George E., and Emma A.

He is a member of the I. O. O. F., the A. O.
U. W., the W. W. and the K. O. T. M., all of
Davenport.
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SAMUEL R. COMER. The industry and
assiduous labors manifested by the subject of
this ar.ticle during a long and eventful career
are worthy of especial mention in the volume
that has to do with the leading citizens of the
Big Bend country. His life has been one of
activity, in which he has invariably been guided
by sound principles and unswerving integrity.
Much of his time has been spent on the frontier
and Mr. Comer is possessed of those sterling
qualities which make the typical pioneer.

Samuel R. Comer was born in Monroe
county, Kentucky, on August 12, 1834, the son
of Masten and Susan (Pinkley) Comer. The
father. was a Kentuckian and labored as a
farmer during his life. For thirty years he
was an honored elder of the Christian church
in Monroe county. The mother was born in
North Carolina and \Vasa devout and
faithful christian woman. \\Then Samuel
was still young, his father died, and he was
left with the extra burden of assisting
his mother provide for twelve father
less children. He secured an education
as best possible under those trying cir
cumstances and faithfully remained with his
mother until 1861, being then twenty-seven
years of age. Then came the call for men,
good and true, who would carry the banner of
freedom to victory against the minions of
treason. Young Comer was quick to respond
and enlisted jn the Fifth Kentucky Cavalry,
where he served his country for three years and
seven months. During this time he participated
in the battles of Nashville, Chickamauga, and
many others. He ,vas also with Sherman in
the memorial march to the sea and ever dis
played those virtues and qualities which make
the brave soldier. He was advanced from pri
vate to corporal and later to the position of
regimental quartermaster. Following the war,
Mr. Comer settled to industrial pursuits and in
1870 went to California. For ten years he
wrought there as a farmer and miner, then
came to Lincoln county in 1880. He took a
homestead and timber culture claim six miles
east from where Harrington now stands and
made that his home until 1895. Then he re-

,moved to Chelan and in 1900. came thence to
Creston, where he is making his home at this
time.

In 1857, Mr. Comer married Miss Elizabeth

York, a native of Tennessee. Her parent
Andrew and Louisie (~cCormick) Yo~Were
tlves of North Carolll1a and Virgin' ,na·

. I T h' . h la, reospectIve y. 0 t IS umon tree childre. n were
born, Claytall M., Arceme B., and Samuel
In 1867, Mr. Comer was called to mour thO
death of his wife. In 1868, he married a s~n~
tIme, MISS Amanda A. York, a sister of h'
former wife. becoming his bride. Their is IS

are, Joseph F., Bettie J., Mary E., Thomas ~e
Mattie S., Viola V., and Grover C. .,

Mr. Com~r assisted to survey the land near
Harnngton 111 1881 and he has done ma '
labors. for upbuilding and substantial impro::'
ment 111 thIS county, ,;he:e ~e is now spending
the golden years of hIS hf~ 111 t?e quiet enjoy.
ment of the competence whIch hIS skill has pro
vided.

• ••

EMARY D. GaLLAHER was with the
earliest wave of immigration that came into the
territory that is now occupied in Lincoln coun
ty; but owing to the fact that he was too young
to take a homestead he went elsewhere and en
gaged in labors. The vision of the fair prairies
of the Big Bend was always with him, howerer,
and the result was that in 1898, he came back
to his first love and settled on a homestead, fire
miles south from Creston. To this he has added
by purchase until he now has a fine farm of
three hundred and seventy acres, all good land
and well improved. He has bestowed his labors
here with wisdom and his place is now one to be
desired.

Emary D. Gollaher was born in Indiana,
in 1860, being the son of Allen and Eunice
(Daggett) Gollaher, natives of Indiana.. The
father was a veteran of the Civil War, Jour
neyed to California in 1870, thence to Wash
ington in 1889, and on to Lincoln county, III

1894. The mother died when our subject was
a mere child and he was soon called upon to
meet the hardships of an adverse world. The
result was that his educational advantages were

.' at
scanty and he received but little trammg.

La reahz'the hands of the school teacher. .ter, . self
ing the worth of knowledge he applIed hnn, . the
and is now a well read man, possessmg. ed
great advantage of having his knowledge m~x f
with a practical experience with the way' ~

. . lted IIIthe world and busll1ess, whIch has resu
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•••

. ad to him. He first came to Lincoln
!'feat go .' h f P ,
~unty in 1880, bemg m t e company 0 eter
cuddeback. He soon went to Spokane and ~-

d 'n labor for wages. From that pomt
gage 1 • I I" kh . urneyed to vanous oca Itles, ever wor -
eland I'nl'esting until finally in 1898, he came
109 a ' .
b k to Lincoln county, as mentioned above.

ac In 1886, Mr. Gollaher marrie~ Mis.s Nettie
H rsin a native of Iowa. To this umon, two

I aldre~ have been born, Frankie and Raymond.
Cl1 'h If I')olr, Gallaher has wrought WIt. a se. re lance

nd determination that have gIven hIm a fine
:UCCe5S in all his ventures and tod~y he is one
of the responsible and respected cItizens of the
county.,

DON ALD F. McKAY is one of the earliest
pioneers of the territory now included in Lin
coln county. 1880 is the year in which he
Irended his way into this then uninhabited r,e
gion and selected a homestead three miles south
Irest from where Creston now stands. He took
also a timber culture claim and at once went
to work improving the land. It was difficult
to make a living on the land in those days, anJ
for some time he was forced, as other settlers
were, to go out to other places and earn money
to buy provisions. Not to be daunted, how
em, he continued industriously and assiduously
in the work and soon began tv get good returns
from his land. From that time to the present
he has labored as one of the thrifty farmers
and has now a good estate and is prospered.

Donald F. McKay was born in Ontario,
Canada, on July 16, 1854, the son of John and
Jlary (Farres) McKay. The father was born
111 Scotland and there learned the trade of stone
cutting. When young, he married in Scotland
then came to Ontario and settled down. His
family remained on a farm and he followed his
trade more or less. The mother was a native
of Scotland. While our subject ,vas still an
mfant, he was left fatherless and soon there
after his mother died also. Thus deprived of
the care and direction- of parents at the time
they are sorely needed he was forced to meet
thet' ,
B. rymg hardships of the world largely alone.

em .' I
I, . g II It lO11t means he had to work for a
!I'm d ' .
t l an so had very little opportunity to at-
~1 schools. However, he was industrious in

rsonal research and has stored his mind by

car.eful reading since. Mr: McKay continued
in Canada until 1879, then traveled a year in the
west, visiting the centers of the Pacific coast.
In the fall of that year he landed in WalIa
Walla, and the next spring came on to the Big
Bend. He selected his present estate as a proper
one and settled to work as stated above. He
worked on the construction of the Northern
Pacific, in addition to improving his fann, and
his industry has been rewarded in a good hold
ing of property at this time.

In 1892, Mr. McKay married Miss Ida
R. Wonch, a resident of Medical Lake, and
her death occurred in 1901. The second mar
riage of Mr. McKay was consummated when
Sarah M. Stambaugh, of Creston, became his
wife. They are respected people and stand well
in the community, having shown qualities of
worth and uprightness. They have one child.
Ina Ruth.

•••

J. HENRY HILTON. About four miles
south from Creston, one comes to the estate of
the gentleman whose name appears at the head
of this article. It consists of four hundred and
eighty acr,es of good land, with improvements
commensurate with the place. :Mr. Hilton
makes his home here and of him one may say.
that he has always been a pioneer, having spent
most of his days on the frontier in various sec
tions. He is a man of broad experience and
substantial qualities.

Henry Hilton was born in Michigan, on
April 3, 1850, the son of Richard and Rachael
(Baley) Hilton, natives of New York and
Michigan, respectively. The father went from
his native state to Michigan in very early days
and was one of the pioneers who ,opened the
latter state for settlement. Our subject spent
the first fourteen years of his life in Michigan,
where he received his education from the com
mon schools. In 1864 he came to California
with his parents, and immediately upon his ar
rival in the Golden State, he took up freighting.
Later he did stock raising and his labors were
among the first efforts of civilization in what
is now Inyo county. He lived also in Los
Angeles for some time, and later took a band
of horses to Nevada, where he sold them to ad
.vantage. Immediately' following that he made
his way to Puget Sound, whence in 1877, one
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year after his arrival, he went to Oregon. For
twenty years he wrought in the Web-foot State
and then, 1897, came to Lincoln county and
purchased his present place. He has continued
here since, identifying himself with the in
terests of this section.

In 1884, Mr. Hilton married Miss Olive A.
Munson, a native of Stockton, California, and
the daughter of Stephen C. and Ursula Mun
son, natives of Maine.

While in Inyo county, Mr. Hilton was
deputy sheriff for two years and later he was
one who caught three of the twenty-six con
victs escaping from the Carson, Nevada, peni
tentiary. While Mr. Hilton was dwelling in
California in the early days, they were troubled
much with Indians. On one occasion they were
so bad that no one could. go and bring sup
plies, and the flour was used up in the settle
ment. They ground corn in coffeemills, but
finally were forced to make a fight against the
savages. When the stand did come, the set
lers were infuriated with the tormenting of the
savages and they fought with such determina-

pon that they drove those not killed into a large
. lake, which quelled their outbreaks since.

To Mr. and Mrs. Hilton, four children hal e
been born, Stella Mabel, Ethel Myra, Annie
Laura, and Henry Clyde.

•••

RAPHAEL GREENWOOD resides two
miles south from Creston, where he owns eight
hundred acres of the finest wheat land in this
section. He is one of the leading and r,espected
citizens of Lincoln county and has gained his
excellent holding by virtue of industry and
sagacity.· He was born in Three Rivers, Can
ada, on July IS, 1841, the son of Alexander
and Margaret J. (De Sieve) Greenwood.. The
father's ancestors were among the very earliest
settlers in Canada, coming from France. They
participated in the earliest wars and were in
the country long before the Arcadian exile.
Our subject received his education in the pub
lic schools of his native land and in 1862 went
thence to Illinois. There he farmed until 1893,
when he migrated to Lincoln county and se
cured his present estate by purchase. Since
coming here he has identified himself with the
interests of the country and has always given

his aid to further all projects for build"
and improving the country. He is l~ up
minded man, public spirited, and prog

a
road

I 868 M G resslVe.
n I , r. reenwood married ~r

Celina Raboin, who was born and reared" IhSS. mt e
same neIghborhood as our sub)'ect T h'

• 0 t IS
union.there have been born the follo lVl'ng. named
chIldren, Ralph.' deceased, Alexander, deceased
Joseph Fredenc, deceased, Lewis Causa '
Carrie Isabelle, Esther Leah, Phoebe Afue

,
Mor~is Ezra, Leonard, Ida May, and Elij~~
Carr.le and Esther have. been teachers in the
public' schools and LeWIS C. rendered to his
country good and valuable service. He en
listed in Company L, First Washington Volun.
teers, o~ J un~ 25, I 89~. ~fter his discharge,
he reenlisted 111 the Thl rtY~Slxth United States
Infantry at Pasig, on July 25, 11399. He was
discharged on January 23, 19°1, and the same
day was mustered into the police force. On
April 30, 1902, he was discharged from this
service, and immediately entered the engineer
force in Manila, serving until June 8, H)03,

when he was discharged on account of sickness.
He spent five and one half years in active sen-ice
for the United States government in the Philip
pines, and marked bravery, wisdom, and valor
were characteristic of him during this entire
time. He was under the command of Generals
King, Lawton, McArthur, :Wheaton, and Bell.
He captured many prizes during this extended
service among which may be mentioned a com·
mission and sword. which he took from an of·
ficer in the service of the natives. This com·
mission was signed by Auginaldo. He Iras a
close observer of the customs of the people and
while abroad learned the native language of
the Philippines, also the Spanish and became
~quainted more or less with other languages
spoken in that country. He visited (hilla,
Japan, and the Sandwich Islands.

Coming to the Big Bend country I\'henthe
. 'I t' e COiledgreat depreSSIOns swept ol'er t 1e en Ir d

States and when a winter of unexpec.ted an
unusual severity fell upon them, Mr. Gree~;
wood 1)ad a most trying time, both for hill;~e f
and for his family However, they were a. 0

. . I Id tace
that stanch and sturdy blood whlc 1 cou

. . d h thel' sur-and overcome dlf'ficultles an ence '. a
mounted 'ali' obstacles and endured all depnl'i
tions, thus winning their way to the best 0

success.
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B F. STEFFEY, who resides ~t ~r~ston,

boo n in \Vashington county, Vlrgmla, on
was r B"F d. 8 1863. His parents, enJamm . an
June 1 , ff Iff
Kancy (Snavely) Ste ey, w

h
er;e ahso Cn~ ~lveWs 0

V· . l'a The father foug tint e IVI arlrgm . . . d
d d'ed during service. Our subject was e u-

an I h I f h' .ted in the common sc 00 SOlS native state
cha took up saw milling. He became very pro-
t en d . ffi . nt in this industry an IS master 0 every
~~~ of the business, In 1889, he emigrated

from his native country to Creston and settled.
on a farm. He now has a .half section of goo.d
land which has been well Improved. In addi
tion to overseeing this property Mr. Steffey de
votes his attention to drilling wells, having a
fine plant for this business and. being very skill
ful in the work. He has dnlled many wells
throughout central 'Washington and is prepared
to do any work in this line. It is very interest
ina- to note that when Mr. Steffey came to this
cO~l1try, he had no finances ahead and his pres
ent very enviable holding has been gained en
tirely from his labors in this part of the coun
trv.•

In 1887, Mr. Steffey married Miss rVlar-
garet A., daughter of Henry and Elizabeth
Widner, natives of Virginia. Mrs. Steffey was
born in Virginia in 1870. To them the follow
ing children have been born. Josephine. Will
iam Henry, Myrtle R., Nannie E., and Lily.

Mr. Steffey remarks that the real facts of
the case are that when he landed here. he had
but thirty dollars of capital. The first five years
were those of trial and hardship. A small
cabin had to suffice for a dwelling, provisions
were scarce and wer,e to be hauled a long dis
tance. Mr, Steffey cut wood and hauled it
eleven miles selling at two dollars and fifty
cents per cord, to get provisions to subsist on.
But by long self denial and strenuous effort he
he and his wife got their first start toward the
competence they now enjoy,

•••

JOHNH, ROBERTSON. an earlv pio-
neer of th B' 'e 19 Bend and a blacksmith bv trade
Opened the first blacksmith shop in Wilbur at
~ tlme when Wilbur could hardly be called a
own,. and when he was compelled to bring his

supplIes f . hH ram elt er Sprague or Spokane.
e was born in Andrew county, Missouri,

February 13, 1849, the second of a family of
seven girls and five boys, all of whom are still
living, the youngest being over thirty
years of age. His parents, Holmes and Mary
E. (Cole) Robertson, were both natives of In
diana and pioneers of Andrew county. Holmes
Robertson served in the Missouri state militia
dur.ing the Civil War, and died in 1897, in his
seventy-fourth year. His wife died in 1895 in
her sixty-second year.

Mr. Robertson grew to young manhood on
a farm. In Feburary, 1865, he joined company
G, Fifty-first Missouri Infantry, and did general
duty at the prison at Alton, Illinois, until No
vember of the same year when he was muster,ed
out and returned home. The years 1867 and
1868 he spent in the employ of the K. P. rail
road hunting buffalo in Kansas, Colorado, and
New Mexico, during which time the buffalo he
slaughtered were legion. Returning to Andrew
county, he remained but a short time when he
took a position as a steamboat engineer on the
Ohio and Mississippi rivers, in which capac
itv he worked until the fall of 1870, \vhen he
w'ent to \Vhltehall. Michigan, secured work as
an apprentice in a blacksmith shop and remained
until he became a thorough master of the craft.
In 1887 he came to \Vashington stopping for a
time in Sprague, and then coming on to where
'Wilbur is now, where he opened a shop, and
has been in the business ever since. Since com
ing here he was burned out. suffering a loss of
$4,000, without insurance. but soon recovered,
and was again on the high way to prosperity.
He is now in partnership with William Tully,
has a large shop and does a business in propor
tion. Mr. Robertson is in comfortable circum
stances financially, owning- a first class home,
besides city property in Wilbur and Spokane.
Socially, he is a member of Big Bend lodge, I.
O. O. F., and is prominent in the order.

J. H. Robertson was married October 20,

1878, in Andrew county, Missouri, to Miss
Nannie Hart. who was born and reared in the
county of her marriage. Her parents. both of
whom are now dead, were Harrison and Mar
garet A. (Harrison) Hart. the former a native
of Ohio, the latter of Missouri. Harrison Hart
was a prominent man in the Missouri state mili
tia. His wife's father. Reuben Harrison, was
during his time one of the most prominent at
torneys in Missouri. Mrs. Robertson was well
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PETER W. CUDDEBACK, who is now
one of the industrious and substantial fanners
of the Big Bend country, was born in Illinois,
on February 24, 1843. His parents were John
and Sarah (Richardson) Cuddeback. natives of
New York and Ohio, respectively. The father
was occupied in boating on the canal in early
life, then married and came to Illinois, where
he settled down to farming. Our subject re
ceived his educational training in the common
schools of his native state and in 1861 came
across the plains with his parents to California.
For some time after arriving in the Golden
State, he was occupied in training wild horses,
but later turned his attention to freightmg and
farming. Thus he was engaged until 1879.
when he came overland, to \Valla Walla. In
the fall of that year he was in Spokane and the
following year he came to what is now Lincoln
county. This was in the spring of I~' ~e
selected land where his estate is noW sltuat d
about three miles southwest from Creston. a~.
took it as a homestead. No settlers werem liS
. d' . . . d b f "ere m(1elmme late VIC1111ty an ut ew \, f t
bounds of the present county. The carne. ass
that 'y~~r a?d the following and soon t~e Sl~.
of clvlhzatlOn sprang upon every han·

To Mr. and Mrs. Simons, eight children have
been born, named as follows; Minnie M A
B., Gilbert L., Mary N., Alva R., EI~ie"Ell:
Dollie, and Joseph William. '

Mr. Simons is a member of the I. O. O. F
He is a man who stands exceptionally well i~

the community. It is int~resting to note that
when Mr. Simons landed here an invoice of his
possessions showed him to have but five dollars
in cash, a horse and a set of harness. At that
time the cash was a great plenty as there lVas
no place to spend it. But it speaks well of ~lr.

Simons' ability that he commenced without anI'
capital and has come to be one of the \Vealth~

I farmers of central ·Washington. In early day's
I he used to travel to Deep creek for his mail a~d

during the summer would make pilgrimages to
settled portions of the state to earn funds to
buy provisions with. Continuing in this way
and ilT\Proving his farm between times he has
made an enviable showing which has given him
a good competence.

•••

WILLIAM FRANKLIN SIMONS re
sides about three miles north from Creston and
has the distinction of being one of the very first
settlers in what is now Lincoln county. He has
a very comfortable home, nice estate, good im
provements and by his thrift and business abil
ity has accumulated a good competence.

William F. Simons was born in Pennsyl
vania, on April II, 1855. His parents, Will
iam and Eliza J. (Brown) Simons, were natives I
respectively, of New York and Pennsylvania 1

and devoted their lives to agriculture. The I

father, moved to Pennsylvania when a young 'I'

man. \Vhen our subject was fifteen years of
age, the family came on to Nebraska and there I
he followed the occupation which he had begun
in his native state. After that he began work I

on the farm as a laborer and in 1875 went to I
Iowa where he worked for two years. It was I

1877 when fle took a journey to California and
soon learned the business of pilot and afterward
worked in a sawmill. In 1879, we find :Mr.
Simons in Oregon and the following spring,
which \vas 1880, he came to his present place,
taking a homestead which is' a portion of his
farm today. He has four, hundred and eighty I

acres in this farm and the same is well laid out I
i

and devoted to the production of the cereals. :
In 1890, :'1r. Simons mar,ried Mary I

C. Spencer, who was born in Missouri, on July
18, 1866. Her; parents were Joseph and Mar
garet (Brasshears) Jump. By her former mar
riage. Mrs. Simons has three children, Walter
W., Harold, Charles F., and James J. Spencer.

educated as a girl, and for a number of terms
taught school in her native county. Mr. and
Mrs. Robertson have been the parents of four
children, 1:wo of whom, Hart and John K., are
dead. The remaining two are Bessie M., wife
of \"1. P. Dalton, of Rosalia, well educated, es
pecially in music; and Myrtle A. Mrs. W. P.
Dalton is an active worker in her church, takes
a great interest in educational matters, at four
teen held a certificate to teach school, and is now
district secretary in her church for the \Voman's
Home Mission.

Mrs. Robertson was an organizer and mem
ber of the first church established in Wilbur,
which was the Methodist.
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cuddeback labor~d assiduo~sly put~ing forth
every effort to .bUlld a ~ome III the wilds of the
west. His capital co~slsted. of three cayuses, a
wagon, and his own mdomltable pluck, backed
b a good stock of energy. Each year he made
~CTrimages either to the Palouse country or to

pI" . I I dWalla Walla dunng t 1e 1arvest seasons an
there wrought for funds to assist in buying the
supplies for the balance of the year and to im
prol'e his farm. Soon he began to harvest
crops from his own-land and then the battle
became easier, and he soon gained a comfort
able competence. In addition to building up
his farm, Mr. Cuddeback has always labored
faithfully for all measures which were a real
benefit for the country. He has shown himself
a man of progress, ever. allied with the moving
interests of the county and a real champion of
good schools, excellent roads, and substantial
government. It is of interest to note.that Mr.
Cuddeback hauled the lumber which was used in
the construction of the first house in Davenport,
the same being sawed at Silver Lake.

•••

ROLLIN J. REEVES, who at the present
time is United States commissioner residing in
Wilbur, Washington, was born in Fort Madi
son, Iowa, November 25, 1846. His parents,
Joseph P, and Mary A. (Chamberlin) Reeves,
natives of Ohio and New York, respectively,
Il'ere early pioneers of Madison county, the
mother having lived there for sixty years, dying
In 1902. The father also is dead. The only
m~berof the immediate family, other than the
subject of this sketch, who is now living, is a
SIster, Mrs. Josephine Stewart, wi fe of a Los
Angeles physician.

Mr. Reeves spent his boyhood in his native
county, where he attended the district school
until reaching the age of fourteen, when he en
tered the high school in Chicago. He was grad
u~ted .from this school, and from the civil en
K~~eenng ~epartment of the University of

c~lgan, III the class of 1868, and is now
1~esldent of the alumni association of his Alma
1 ater for eastern Viashington. After leaving
col1~ge he was employed for one year as a civil
~~gmeer by the Cairo & Vincennes railroad,
. en with a college classmate spent a year tour
lUg Europe. Returning to America in the fall

of 1870, he resumed the practice of his pro
fession. In the employ of the Uilited States
government, he surveyed the following state
and territory boundary lines. In 1871, between
Minnesota and Dakota; 1873, between Wash
ington and Idaho; in 1877, between Dakota and
Wyoming; 1878-9 between Colorado and
Utah; 1880-1-2, between Wyoming and Mon
tana. In 1883, in company with Levi Ankeny,
Messrs. Dolph, Thompson, and Burrell, hees
tablished the First ~ational Bank of Baker
City, Oregon, and was made cashier of the in
stitution. In 1886 he came to Spokane and for
two years was engaged in the real estate busi-'
ness, after which he formed a partnership with
Samuel \Vilson Condit, a well known western
character, familiarly known by his sobriquet
"Wild Goose Bill" and \\'ith him surveyed and
platted the townsite of Wilbur. Since that
time Mr. Reeves has been closelv identified with-'the growth and development of· the little city
which it may be said with truth was founded
bv "Wild Goose Bill."-

On December 6, 1893, Mr. Reeves was mar-
ried to Nina Stuart. of Wilbur, the daughter
of J. L. and Alice Stuart, and to them have
been born three children, as follows; Eugenia,
born December 18, 1896; Ruth and Rolina,
twins. born October 22, 1899.

Mr. Reeves is rated as being well-to-do fi
nancially, owning quite extensive tracts of farm
property, and a large amount of city real estate.
He is a man of wide acquaintance, has hosts of
friends and is known by all as a good citizen.

•••

CHARLES C. HILLS, although one of the
younger men of Lincoln county, has achieved a
success here that would do credit to a man of
far riper years. An account of his labors will
be very inter,esting reading to people of Lincoln
county. At the present time he is engaged in
the real estate business in Creston where his
home is, and is doing a nice business, being a
man of energy and good judgment. He also
has other interests to oversee.

Charles C. Hills was born in Nebraska, on
December 3, 1873, the son of James L. and Mi
nerva (Thomas) Hills, natives of New York.
The father came with his family to Walla Walla
county in 1882 and the following spring moved.
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to Spokane, whence' he journeyed to Lincoln
county. He immediately engaged in stock rais
ing and farming, continuing the same until re
cently when he sold out arid moved to Daven
port where he is now living a retired life. Our
subject received his education in the common
schools of Lincoln county and is therefore a
product of the section in which the county may
take pride. Desiring a more extended education,
Mr. Hills went to Spokane and completed a
course in the Blair Business College. In 1893,
being twenty years of age, he started in life for
himself. He had nothing except what wages
he .had saved fr:om his work the year previous.
With this he made the first payment on a quar
ter section of land. rented t\VO hundred acres
more and in the fall sold his crop for enough
to pay for his quarter section. The next year
he bought horses and a half section of land,
also purchased a relinquishment which he home
steaded. Then three years fr:om the time of this
second purchase, he had a whole section paid
for. He has bought land in ad-dition since un
til he now has an estate of eight hundred acres,
all well improved, lying one mile west from
Creston. This magnificent holding he has
achieved by his own efforts in less than ten
years. This stamps ~'1r. Hills as a man of
knowledge, keen foresight, and excellent prac
tical judgment. He gives his attention to buy
ing and selling real estate in Creston and hand
ling his farm. Mr. Hills is a member of the
Masonic lodge, the 1. O. O. F., and the K. O.
T. M. He is a -popular young man, having
many friends and deserving the esteem accorded
to him.

•••

HON. JOHK RAYMER. In I8qo, John
Raymer came to Reardan and engaged in part- I

nership with O. A. Menger in the hardware
business, theirs being the first hardware store
in the town.. Four veal'S later he nurchasec! the• •
interest of his partner, since \vhich time he has
been in business alone. In I90I he built his
present large brick store building, also three
warehouses. and the following year added a
line of furniture to his hardware business his
being the only furniture store in Reardan. ' He
is a stockholder. director and vice-president of
the Exchange Bank of Reardan. and is one of
the wealthiest men of the town, a fact of which

he might well be proud, coming as he did t th
county almost without a dollar. 0 e

Born in Calhoun county, Michigan J
8 6 ' Une

IS, I 5 , he was the son of Peter and Me
(Bates) Raymer, both natives of New Yor?
They came to Michigan in an early day w~ .
the Indians were so numerous that the tilli~
of the land was a most hazardous occupation
Mr. Raymer has a brother and a sister still"
Mic;ligan, Charles Raymer and Mrs. Estel~~
Telfer.

At th~ age of fifte~n he .lef~ home to try his
fortunes In the lumbenng dlstncts of Michigan.
He worked here for one company seven years
the last four years in the capacity of foreman:
In r884 he came to Seattle, thence to Van
couver Island, and from there to Spokane. In
December, I885, he came to Davenport, and
engaged in breaking raw sod. Later he en
gaged in lumbering north of Davenport, and

•in the fall of I888 he bought a half interest in a
saw-mill which he removed to Mondovi. He
sold this business in I890 when he engaged in
his present occupation.

In the fall of r900 he was elected to the
House of Representatives from his county,
holding the office one term, and ever since the
~own of Reardan was incorporated he has
served on the citv council. He has ever been a-
liberal subscriber to all enterprises and a gen-
erous supporter of everything having a tend
ency to develop his town, and country. He
is an acti"e member of the 1. O. O. F., of which
he is a past grand.

May 4. r892, John Raymer was married to
Hattie Latham, a native of Canada. and three
children, Norman, John C, and Nelson, are
the issue of this marriage.

• ••
JULIUS C JOHNSON, who is the pres

ident and moving spirit in the Almira State
Bank, is a capable and prominent business man
of the Big Bend country. He has demonstr~ted
his ability as a financier and has won for hun
self a standing in this country second to none.

Julius C Johnson was born in Ge~a~y,

on September:' 23, I863, the son of c~nst1~
and Mary (Carstensen ) Johnson, natives d
Germany. The father was a prominent ~
wealthy agriculturist in his country. From t:
common schools of his native country our sU
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. eived his early training and then com
lee!t dr~ high school course, after which, in 1882
pete . k' I . S
h me to Amenca, rna mg sett ement m an
e ca d f ..

F 'sco He was engage or some time m a
~na . . . h

commission house, then III 1883 landed III w at
. ow Lincoln county. He took a homestead
:n~ timber culture just north of where Almira
now stands and has added later by purchase

nti! he owns one thousand acres of valuable
~heat land, all of which is in a high state of
cultivation. In 1892 , Mr. Johnson came to
Almira and took up the business of selling farm
implements and wheat buying. For five years
he followed this, then bought out La Follette
Brothers. Under the firm name of Johnson
& Stephens, he conducted this business until
1900, in addition to the grain and implement
business. In 1902, Mr. Johnson organized the
Almira State Bank and the building in which
it does business was the first brick structure in
Almira. The enterprise was started with
twenty-five thousand dollars paid-up capital
and five thousand dollars surplus. From the
my start this banking house did a large busi
ness and has far outstripped every banking in
stitution in this part 'of the country of the same
age. Mr. Johnson has demonstrated his ability
in the various lines of business which he has
conducted, and has gained for himself an ex
cellent standing among the people. He has two
brothers, C. N., a farmer north of Almira, who
came to this country with out subj ect, and Cars
ten. in Almira.

In 1893, Mr. Johnson married Miss Mable,
daughter of S. C. and Hannah (Johns) How
ard, natives of Iowa, now living at Old Mission.
WaShington. The father was a veteran of the
Civil War. Mrs. Johnson was born in Iowa,
on Dceember IS, 1873. To this marriage
three children have been born, Norma, \Valter,
and Raymond L.

I? the spring- of 1904 the town of Almira
:vas mcorporated and Mr. Johnson was elected
Its first mayor by an almost unanimous vote.

•••

ADRIAN S. BROWN the efficient and
energet' d' ,Dav IC au ltor of Lincoln county, resides at

O enport. He was born in Yamhill county
rego M 'n, arch 24, 1868, and althoug-h a young

~an has had an eventful. influential and stir-
ng career. His father, \Villiam H. Brown, a

native of Ohio, crossed the plains in 1865 and
located at Portland, Oregon, where he re
mained two years, going thence to Yamhill
county. In 1881 he went to Dayton, \Vashing
ton, and seven years later to Pasco, where he
was clerk and auditor of Franklin county
nearly four years. He was taken suddenly ill
and died in the hospital at \Valla Walla in
September, 1894. He was a prominent Dem
ocrat throughout Oregon and \Vashington, and
followed the business of contractor and builder
for many years, being highly respected and in
fluential. During the Civil 'War he enlisted
twice and was drafted once, after having been
rejected four times owing to physical defects.
While crossing- the plains he participated in a
number of skirmishes with the Sioux and
Cheyennes. Although never an office seeker
he was selected to fill a number of official posi
tions in Oregon, and these duties imposed upon
him were invariably creditably executed. The
mother of our subject. Harriet C. (Davidson)
Brown, a native of Ohio, went with her parents
to Iowa when she was ten years of age. She
witnessed the building of the first cabin on the
site of the present town of Marshalltown, Iowa.
In 1862 she was united in marriage to the
father of our subject, and at present resides at
Pasco, \Vashington, where she has large landed
interests.

Until he was thirteen years of age our sub
ject, Adrian S. Brown. was reared in Oregon,
then went to Dayton with his parents, where in
1888 he was graduated from the high school.
In 1888 he went to Pasco and entered the ser
vice of the Northern Pacific Railway Company,
rising to the position of chief clerk of the
freight office. During the strike of 1894 he
severed his connection with the company.
While assisting his father in the office of audi
tor of Franklin county, the latter died, and the
same fall our subject was elected to fill the
vacancy, serving two years. At the expiration
of the term he was nominated for county treas
urer on the citizens' ticket and, although de
feated, ran ahead of his ticket over one hundred
votes. Following a few months residence in
Seattle he went to Sprague. Washington. re
maining until December, 1898. working in a
flour mill and buying wheat. He then came to
Davenport where he accepted a position in the
office of the county auditor as first deputy and
clerk of the board of county c')mmissioners.
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In 1902 Mr. Brown was elected auditor of Lin
coln county. At the time of the organization
of the irrigation board of Franklin county he
was elected a member-the youngest, being at
that period only twenty-three years of age.

May 24, 1891, at Pasco, \Vashington, Mr.
Brown was united in marriage to Berta B.
Flanagan.. a native of Texas, and a niece of
'Webster Flanagan, ell).inent in the political
history of the Lone Star State, and a grand
daughter of J. W. Flanagan. United States
senator during the reconstruction period of the
southern states. Her father, Robert B. Flan
agan, was a native of Texas, his parents of
Virginia, and he was prominent and influential
for many years in the political circles of Texas.
She has one brother, James W., a native of
Texas, now residing at Havana, Cuba. For
two years he was traveling passenger agent for
a Mexican railway company and subsequently
became involved in a number of rebellions in
Central America. and at one time served as a
colonel in the rebel army. At present he holds
the responsible position of general manager of
Morgan & Company's steamship lines, with
headquarters at Havana. He was also \\Torld's
Fair Commissioner, being appointed by the
president of Cuba.

To Mr. and Mrs. Brown have been born
three children, Robert A.. Vivien H. and Ber
nardine. Our subject is a member of the K.
P., and post commander: the K. T. M., and
past commander; the 1. O. R. M.. of which he
is past sachem, and the Loyal Americans,
being ex-president. He has been a staunch
Democrat since his first vote, and in 1890 was
secretary of the Denlocratic central committee
of Franklin county, and chairman in 1892; a
member of the state Democratic central com
mittee during the campaign of 1892; and has
also sen'ed on many other important political
committees. During the campaign of 1900, in
Lincoln county. .:'vir. Brown was secretary of
the Democratic county central committee.

• ••

SAMuEL C. MARS is proprietor of
nearly two sections of land in Lincoln county.
One half section lies about six miles north
west from \Vilbur. while the balance is situ
ated in the southern portion of the county.
Mr. Mars makes his home on the farm near

\\Tilbur and devotes his attention almost
c1usively to general farming, ~andling b~~
places. They a~e both well supplt~d with build.
mgs ~nd other Improvement~,havmg stock and
machmery necessary to theIr operation. Nlr
Mars is one of the wealthy men of the COUnt'

and has made his entire holdings since comin~
here in 1886. He has spent almost all of his
life on the frontier, sometimes experiencing
the most thrilling adventures, and he was one
of that sturdy class who threaded their way
west in spite of all hardships and adventures
bringing in the civilization on the frontier'

• •
which we now enjoy.

Samuel C. Mars was born in Boone Count\". ,
Missouri, on June 5, 1848. His father, Eli
Mars, was born in Virginia and came with his
parents to Kentucky, when a boy. He settled in
Missouri. when it was a territory and is now a
wealthy farmer there. He married Miss Elimy
Cowen, a native of Missouri. Our subject was
educated in the schools of Boone county, then
turned his attention to farming for a short time
in Missouri. In 1875, he came farther \vest and
wrought in contract work in various places.
After that. he hunted buffaloes on the state
land in Texas. in which occupations he was
engaged for three years. He furnished Yari·
ous western markets with meat and hides and
did a thriving business. Mr. Mars has killed
as high as fifty-four buffaloes in one day. He
has experienced many thrilling ad\'entures In

this occupation and probably ...vas as famIliar
with the Rocky Mountain frontier as any man
at that time. After leaving Texas he \Yen~ to
Arizona. New Mexico. and Oregon, hunting,
prospecting and exploring. He d~ide.d to get
out timbers for the Oregon Short Lme 111 Idaho

. fterand was also occupied for three \\'mte~s a
coming to the Big Bend country in gettmg out
timber for the government buildings at Fort
Spokane. In 1886 he took a homestead ",here

. d . b r culturehe now hves and later adde a tIm e. hI'
claim. His other land has been aCCjUlred .'

. t spent 10
Purchase. After the three wm ers .

h· tIre at-
government service he has given IS en. . rOve-
tention to general farming and to the ImP

d
Ias

ment of his place. H~ has ~ rn~ farm:sn ~~r.
been prospered exceedl11gly 111 hIS labo. of
Mars has also won the respect a~d esteerthe
the people in the community and IS on~ 0 one
influential and prominent men. Bel' as
brother, BartonS., living near Hesse tme.
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In 1901 ~1r. Mars married Miss Laura B.,
d hter of Thomas B. and Rebecca (Resh)

E
augle The father is a veteran of the Civil war,
ng· d .. d'

h .. CT enlisted when a boyan participate III
a\ JIl" . Sh T
I luarch to the sea, with erman. he

t le '. PI' dther is a native of ennsy vaUla an comes
~~m Dutch ancestrr Mrs. Mars was born in
Fuller county, I11I1101S, and went to Iowa when a
child. After studying in the common schools
of Dl1page county, Illinois. she took a state
normal school course and is a well educated
lady. To this union two children have been
born, Albert Donald, deceased, and Annis Re
becca. • ••

CHARLES KOLB. secretary of the elec~

tric light company of \Vilbur, was born Octo
ber 8. 1866, in Fayette county, Iowa. His fa
ther. Christian Kolb. \vas born in Germany, and
cam~ to Chicago, Illinois, when that city was a
mere hamlet of a few houses. After a few years
here he removed to Fayette county, IO\va, being
one of the first settlers in the county, Dubuque,
eighty miles distant. being his nearest trading
point. He is still living there in his seventy·
fourth year. Mr. Kolb's mother, Catharine
(Becher) Kolb, also was born in Germany. and
came to Chicago in early life. and was there
married. She is still living at the age of sixty
eight.

Mr. Kolb is the fifth in a family of six chil
dren. Their names are; John Jacob, John ~ .•
Wilson H., Christian and Albert; all of whom,
with the exception of the subject, and Chris
tian, who lives in Spokane, are still living in
Iowa.

After passing through the public schools,
Mr, Kolb attended the Upper Iowa University.
beIng later graduated from the commercial
course of that school. As a young man he also
learned the carpenter's trade. He worked at
hiS trade, did contracting. and conducted a gro
cery business while in his nati\'e state before. ,
COmIng west in the fall of 1895. He worked
at Co?tracting and building in Lewiston, Idaho,
Asotlll, Northport and Spokane. Vvashington,
befo:e finally settling in Wilbur in 1897. Since
COmlllg to this town he has erected some of the
PrIncipal business buildings and residences of
:he city. In 1903 he was one of the incorpora
or~ of the Wilbur Electrical Company, and for
a lIme was its president, but is now its secre-

tary and manager, and is one of the largest
stockholders in the company. They have a
one hundred horse power engine in their plant,
and a dynamo of fifteen hundred light capacity.

Mr. Kolb is at the present writing vice
grand, and noble grand-elect of the \Vilbur
lodge of Odd Fellows, and is also a member of
the Fraternal Army of Loyal Americans. He
is widely known and highly respected in his
home city as being a good citizen and an honor
able, conscientious man.

•••
CORKELICS ROOKSTOOL, an early

settler of Lincoln county, lives on a farm three
and a half miles east of Davenport. He \vas
born in Elkhart county, Indiana, October 2,

1850, and was a member of a family of four
teen children, four of whom are now living.
His parents were Samuel and Mary (BrO\m)
Rookstool, the former a native of Virginia and
the latter of Ohio.

1\1r. Rookstool grew to manhood on a farm
in his native locality, and in 1868 went to ~\'Ii

ami county, Kansas, ,,;here he was married,
Kovember 17, 1874, to Harriet A. Williams, a
native of Davis county, Iowa, the daughter of
James B. and Sarah (Thomas) Williams. Mrs.
Rookstool emigrated with her parents to Adams
county, Illinois, then to Miami county, Kansas,
in 1856.

In 1878 Mr. and Mrs. Rookstool went to
California and located twenty miles south of
Sacramento, where they followed farming un
til the spring of 1883. when they came with a
wagon and team to Davenport, \Vashington.
There being but few settlers here at that time,
Mr. Rookstool had practically the entire coun
trv from which to select a homestead. The
h~mestead he filed on is located nine miles
southeast of Davenport. but he subsequently
sold this homestead and purchased three hun
dred and twenty acres where he now lives.•
Owing to the delicate health of his wife, he re-
moved to Loonlake, Stevens county, where he
remained a few years. and where he still has
fortv acres of land. His farm near Davenport
is ail fenced and well improved with orchard,
good well, windmill, house, barn, outbuildings,
and etc. He makes grain raising a specialty.

His secret society- affiliations are confined
to membership in the Loyal Americans.

Mr. and Mrs. Rookstool have had born to
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• • •

JOHN W. MAlE, who is conducting a
merchandise establishment in Creston. \vas born
in Clay county, Missouri. on December I~,

1853. His parents were Morris and Mary .
(J:Iixon ~ Maib, '?ath n~tives of Clal cou~,t~d
MiSSOuri, and .agncultuflsts. John \,. r~cel .
his education in the public schools of Mlssoun

and then engaged in farming near the old home
. h' t'l 18-1 then

Place. He contJllued t IS un I /, 'II. t t1-
?loved to .K.ansas and gave his attention °This
ll1g the SOli 111 that state for eleven years.

• ••

tbem two children; Sarah A., who died in De- California settlement, and engaged in' farmi
cember, 1886, aged ten years; and Ah,in \V" and teaching schooL \Vhile here he was nota~~
born July 23, 1895. public and justice of the peace for his neig:'

Coming to the country as he did, practic- I borhood, \\'hich at that time comprised very fe '
I d . h . W

ally without means, Mr. Rookstool had a diffi- sett ers as compare Wlt Its present population
cult time in getting a start in the Big Bend, but In 1895 he bought a home in Wilbur, in which
at last succeeded in placing himself and family he lived with his family during the school year
in circumstances of ease and comfort, and all and in 1900 he sold his farm and removed t~
that be has accomplished he owes to nothing i \Vilbur where he has since made his continuous
but his own industry, integrity, and good man- ! h.ome. J:Ie was admittcd to the bar in I<)OI,

agement. sJllce which date he has been engaged in the
practice of his profession in his home city, and
has built up a flattering business. He has also
been a member of the city council, and enjo"s
the trust and respect of his fellow townsmen.
His fraternity affiliations are limited to member
ship in the K. O. T. 1\1.

Mr. Scarborough was married. November
18. 1875. in Nodaway county, Missouri, to
Kancv M. Hicks. \vho is a native of
Schuyler county, Illinois, where she was
born in 1856. \\'ith her parents she
\vent to Red \Ving. Minnesota, and from
there to :!\odaway county, :Missouri. Her
father, Eli Hicks. died in :Missouri about 188i,
in his seventy-sixth year. while her mother.
\vhose maiden name was J alah Stallard, is still
living in her. eighty-eighth year, in Gentry coun-

I! ty, Missouri. Mrs. Scarborough has three sis
! ters and four brothers, three of whom are
, :YIethodist ministers.

To Mr. and Mrs. Scarborough have beell'
born six children: LavanchialvL. wife of
Charles Hill. at Hartline; Clarence, in Daven
port; Maud. who has charge of the telephone
office at \Vilbur' Ella her assistant; Eva, and, , .
Emma. The first named was born in Missoun,
the second in Nevada, and the other three In

Washington.

I
I

EDWIN F. SCARBOROVGH, a lawyer I
and pioneer of Wilbur, \vas born July 8. 1847, 1

in Jackson county, Iowa. His father, Captain I

Georg~ Scarborough, was a native of Connect
icut and a captain in the Black Hawk \Var. He
spent a great portion of his life in the state of
Illinois, in which state he was a member of the
legislature. During the war mentioned he be
came intimately acquainted with Abraham Line
coIn, and afterward was a client of that famous
man. He died in Illinois, in 1851, in his forty- I

sixth year. The mother of ~1r. Scarbarough-was Sarah (\Vilson) Scarborough. a nati\'e of
Ireland "vho came to the Lnited States at the
age of sixteen, and died in ::\oda\vay county,
Missouri, in 1882, being at the time seventy
1\\'0 years of age. The family originally com
prised four, children. They are. besides the
subj ect; Mrs. Eliza ?l1cMi1lan. of Paradise Val
lev, N e\'ada; Mary and Sarah Ellen, both de-
ceased. .

1,,1r. Scarborough divided his time between
Galena, Illinois, and Jackson county, Iowa, un
til 1863. when he went to Nodaway county.
Missouri, with his mother, and there received
a finished common school education. Later he

. was graduated from the high school of Marys
ville, Missouri, and at once began teaching. He
fo1lo\ved this vocation here until in 1879. wben
he \vent to Lewis, Nevada, and engaged in min
ing and at intervals teaching school. Return
ing to Missouri, he again taught school until
1882 wben he came to Cheney. \Vasbington,
via San Francisco and Portland. Two vears
'. .

pnor to commg west he began the study of the
law, which he continued upon arriving at Che
ney. In the fa1l of 1883 he came to Lincoln
county and settled on a ranch twentv miles

•
northwest of \Vilbur, in \\'hat is known as the I
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d 't 1882 in which year Mr. Maib came to
lila el 1 d In the metropolis of the Webfoot
port an . , d

he took up the coal and wood busmess an
state, d' be' I
I Ontracted on str,eet gra mg, mg t 1US

a so c . d L'
Pied until 1894 when he Journeye to m

occu "d 'hh'coin county, Mr. Malb was Imp,resse WIt t e
ources and excellence of thIS country and·

res ", I fC turchased land adJommg t 1e town 0 res on.
~e has bought since until he owns two hundred
and forty acres of first c1a~s wheat la?d ~d
joining the town. In 1902, m partnershIp wIth
John A. French, Mr. Maib bought a sawmill at
Creston. He traded his interest in it to Mr.
French for land the following year. In July,
1903, Mr. Maib deter~ined to add another
chapter to his· enterprises, consequently he
opened a general merchandise establishment in
Creston, being in partnership with H. B. Kin
ney, They have started out very nicely in the
business \vhich promises to become one of the
large ones of the county. The long experience
in varIous lines heretofore has fitted Mr. Maib
to take hold of this otherwise than a novice and
his excellent standing in this part of the country
will draw to them a goodly share of patronage.

In 1874, Mr. Maib married Miss Amanda
]., daughter of William and Malinda (Collins)
Archer, natives of Tennessee. Mrs. Maib was
born in Tennessee, on November IS, 1858. To
this union seven children have been born, named
as follows, Charles M" Henry, Arthur, Lottie,
~race, Gertrude and Virgil.

• ••

WILLIAM R. JUMP is one of the leading
business men of Lincoln county. The marked
success that he has achieved in his efforts in
this county certainly demonstrates that Mr.
Jump is possessed of no ordinary ability. At
the present time he is at the head of a large.
mercantile establishment in Creston, the larg
est In this portion of the county, and carries a
st?ck of about fifteen thousand' dollars worth
ot ,goods. The establishment is conducted on
strIctly progressive business principles.
o Wilham R. Jump was born in Missouri, on

ctoher 5, 1872, the son of Joseph H. and Mar-
faret (Bresshears) Jump, natives of Tennessee.
n 1877, the family crossed the plains with

teams to Washington and in this state and Ore
gon our subject received his educational train-

ing. In 1883, he came with his parents to Lin
coln county who began farming. This contin
ued for ten years and then our subject engaged
in farming for himself. It was 1902 when Mr.
Jump moved to Creston and engaged in com
mercial business. He started in partnership
with Thomas F. Frizelle and they now have the
largest establishment in this part of the county.
Our subject began farming in this county as a
hand for wages. Two years later, he bought
railroad land on credit. He cleared enough the

.first year to pay for it. In 1897, he bought ten
acres of fruit land near Peach at one hundred
and thirty-five dollars per acre, improved it and
in three years paid for it with the proceeds.
Then he bought thirty acres more for twenty
two hundred dollars and so arranged matters
that the proceeds of that paid for, the whole
property in two years. In 1902, he sold the
first ten acres of fruit land for twenty-five hun
dred dollars. Mr. Jump started wi~hout a
dollar and is now worth between fifteen and
twenty thousand dollars, all gained by honest
industry and careful business enterprises.

In 1898, Mr. Jump married Miss Etta L.,
daughter of William H. and Sarah Waters, re
tired farmers in Lincoln county. Mrs. Jump
was born in Iowa and moved to Lincoin county
in 1894. To this union one child was born,
William H., on January 12, 1900.

•••

SAMUEL M. COMAN is one of the earl
iest pioneers of Lincoln county and his party
were absolutely the first settlers in the country
about five miles north from Creston, there be
ing no white men within ten miles of that sec
tion when they located there in 1880. 1v1r.
Coman is now retired and living in Creston,
having gained a goodly competence by his in
dustry and wise management.

Mr. Samuel M. Coman was born in Indiana,
in 1830, and gained his education from the
common schools of Michigan and in 1856 went
to California via the Isthmus. He settled in
Trinity county and gave his attention to mining
for seven years and then went to work on a
ranch which was five miles from the nearest set
tlers. He followed farming there for fourteen
years and sold his produce to miners. In 1869,
Mr. Elijah Siegler bought a half interest in the
farm and together they operated it for. seven
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years then they sold it and moved across the
mountains carrying their families on mule back
to Humboldt county. They gave their attention
to farming there until J 880, when Mr. Coman
came to 'Walla Walla in the spring. There he
crossed Lyons Ferry to Ritzville and walked
to Medical Lake and then to Spokane. It was
in May, 1880, that Mr. Coman came out into
the Big Bend country and brought in his com
pany, John Cole, William Every, Tom Palmer
and George Snyder. He selected land about
five miles north from where Creston now is and
made settlement. Mr. Coman with the gentle
man last mentioned erected the first house in

. Sherman. Since that time, he has been one of
the progressive and industrious citizens of the
county and is now spending the golden years
of his life in quiet retirement from active labors,
ha"ing gained a goodly competence in the years
past. Mr. Coman's sister, Mrs. Eliza Ziegler,
taught the first school in Lincoln county. There
being no school house in the country then, Mrs.
Ziegler gave a room of her own house fo~ that
purpose. She had taught school much in the
east, Ohio and Michigan, and in California.
Many of the now bright and leading men and
women.of Lincoln county gained the rudiments

.of their education from this lady.

•••

ELIJAH ZIEGLER, who is now living a
retired life in Creston, is one of the earliest set
tlers in Lincoln county and is to be numbered
among the most progressive business men of
this part of Washington. He has large prop
erty interests in various sections of the state
and is no,,' overseeing his holdings from his
residence in Creston.

Elijah Ziegler was born in Ohio, on Janu
ary 31,1846, being the son of David and Eliza
beth (Smith) Ziegler. The mother descended
from Pennsylvania Dutch stock and was a
noted church worker. The father also came
from Dutch ancestry and was a native of Penn
sylvania. He followed the trade of a weaver
most of his life but was given largely to preach
ing the gospel and in the latter years was or
dained in the ministry and gave himself entirely
to that calling. In 1853, the family crossed the
plains with ox teams to California, consuming
six months on the road. Our subject received

his education from the common schools of C l'
f · d a~orma an at a very early age be
packing to the mines. For fifteen years~
followed that occupation. Like many other:
who ,~'ere engage~ thu~, he had many thrillin
expenences, especIally In combat with Indiang
He engaged in farming in California and d'~
exceedingly well, receiving as hi~h as fifty d~l
lars per ton for hay an? everythmg else in pro
portIOn. He packed hiS produce to the mines
largely, and made a goodly fortune. In 188;
11r. Ziegler came to what is now Lincoln connty
and settled on a homestead about five miles
from 'where Cr,eston now stands. He bought
and sold land at various times and now has four
hundred acres of the best land in Lincoln coun
ty, which is devoted to wheat raising. Mr.
Ziegler owns other property in addition and is
one of the wealthy men of the county.

In 1870, Mr. Ziegler married Miss Carrie,
daughter. of Han. Russell and Ann (McMath)
Coman, nati ves of New York and Pennsyl
vania, respectively. The father was a rery
prominent man in Michigan where he repre·
sented his county in the legislature and held
other offices of public trust. Mr. Ziegler was
one of the first councilmen elected in Creston
and is now holding this office the second time.
He is a man who has a wide acquaintance and
a large circle of friends and is respected and
esteemed by all. Mr. and Mrs. Zeigler are de
voted and consistent members of the Presby
terian church, and he is trustee of his churCh.

•••

WILLIAM M. WATKINS, a native of
Randolph county, Illinois, born August 25,
1850, is a farmer residing two miles southwest
of Davenport. He was the son of Washmgton
S. and Amanda (Waldridge) Watkins, th~
former a native of Tennessee and the latter 0

Todd county, Kentucky. The father, however,
removed to Illinois in an early day and spent
the remainder of his life in Randolp~ coun~~:
His father was Noel Watkins. and hIS gra
father was Captain William Watkins, a ~ap
tain in the patriot army during the RevolutIOn'
ary War. The mother, now nin:ty-o~e y~~
of age, is living in Sedalia. M1SSOU fl

Vk' s
brothers and sisters of William M. \ ~t a~
are, ~Joel W~, Abner ]., Mrs. Mildre .
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B
'n Mrs. Laura Edwards, and Mrs. Eliza-

ro\\ , . M' .. I h
b h Burton all living m Issoun WIt 1 t e ex-
et' d h h ..

t'on of the first name , w ose orne IS mcep I .
Douglas county, \Vashmgton.

William M. Watkins was reared in Illinois,
and was there married on May. II, 1876, to
Emma Gary, born near MemphIs, Tennessee,
May 18, 1856. Her father was William B.
Gary, a native of North Caroll11a, who died
near l\lemphis and her: mother was Sarah
(.ladden) Gary, a South Carolinian by birth,
who also died in Tennessee. The brothers and
sisters of Mrs. Watkins are James R., Ludie
F. Belle F., and Mrs. Sarah R. Curbo. :Mrs.
\Vatkins came to Randolph county, Illinois,
after she became a woman grown.

In the fall of 1876 Mr. WatkiIJs removed to
Missouri, and farmed for. eight years. About
1887, Mr. Watkins repaired to Sedalia and
opened a wholesale and retail candy factory,
which he conducted for four years. Then he
sold and removed to Ionia, where he engaged in
general merchandising, and later became post
master of the town. This latter position he
held with satisfaction to all for four years. Then
he sold his business and in May, 1898, he vis
i:ed Lincoln county, Washington. So well
pleased was he with conditions as he found them
that he purchased a farm returned to his Mis
souri home, sold out, and brought his family
to its new home during the following June. He
owns a quarter-section of choice grain land
where he Iives, and an equal amount all fenced
and improved near Coulee City, Douglas coun
ty. He has a large seven-room house, a large
barn, and all other. improvements found on the
modern and skillfully managed farm. His
home place lies near the Central \Vashington
railroad track.

L Mr. and ~rs. Watkins have three children;
ulu Belle, WIfe of Albert Grube; Olive Mav.

who has a partially improved homestead ad
JOIn1l1g that of her father in Douglas county;
and Amanda M.. wife of Josiah J Nichols ofth" .,

e neighborhood of Davenport.

•••

f I WILLIAM O. FREESE lives on a beauti
SU and productive farm situated on the old

O
eattjle &: Lake Shore railroad line three and
ne 1alf '1 .

1111 es south of Davenport. He ome

to the Big Bend in April, 1882, and filed on his
present farm as a homestead, since which time
he has purchased railroad land adjoining so
that he now owns in all four hundred and forty
acres, for the most part choice agricultural land.
The country was sparsely settled when Mr.
Freese first saw it, and he had many difficulties
to overcome in getting a start here, but he has
succeeded in making one of the most beautiful
and best imprO\'ed farms in the county. His
house is a modern, two-stor.y, seven roomed
structure built of brick, of which material his
large milk house is also built. His barn is an
elegant building fifty by fifty-six feet in dimen
sions, and all his other out buildings are pro
portionate. Mr. Freese has a private complete
water system by means of which water is piped
from a windmill to his house and barn, with a
large tank surmounting the milk-house which
keeps that department of his farm abundantly
supplied with water. Besides the buildings
mentioned Mr. Freese has a large granary. On
one corner of his farm is also located a public
school building.

William O. Freese was born on September
6, 1848, in the province of Flensburg, Ger
many, .the son of Neils and A.nna (Schmidt)
Freese, both of German birth. The father died
in Germany, but the mother died in this coun
try about seven years previous to this writing.
They were parents of one son other than the
subject of this sketch, and one daughter, Chris
tian and Mrs. Katrina Anderson, the latter of
Peach, \Vashington.

Mr. Freese gr,ew to manhood in the country
of his birth, and in the spring of 1871 sailed
from Copenhagen, Denmark, and landed at
Castle Garden, New York, whence he came to
Chicago. In this city he wrought on public
works for two years, after \vhich he went to
Indiana where he followed railroading for a
space, and where he attended school in order to
obtain more knowledge concerning the Eng
lish tongue. After leaving Indiana he divided
his time between Davenport, Iowa, and the
states of Illinois, Arkansas and :Missouri, after
which he came to San Francisco in 1874. In
Cali fornia he worked at various occupations
and at different points and lastly entered the
Indian Hill mines. It was while in that locality
that he heard of the Big Bend country and de
cided to cast his lot here.



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

-
On September 9, r884, William O. Freese

. was married to' Hannah SeIde, born September
8, r864, in Gunnison, Sanpete county, Utah.
She was the daughter of Peter and Mary M.
(Einorson) SeIde; both natives of Denmark,
who came to Utah in r862, and to Lincoln coun
ty in r883. They were parents of five chil
dren, besides Mrs. Freese, Mrs. Anna Ramm,
Peter, Henry, Nelson, and Edwin, all born in
Utah.

•••

SAMUEL L. PRICE resides about three
· miles northwest from Hesseltine, where he has
· a good estate and is one of the very early set-
· tiers in this country and secured the first land
that he owned here by homestead right. Later,
he added by purchase until he has now six
hundred and forty acres which is devoted to
general farming. In addition to this, Mr.
Price raises a great deal of stock, being one of
the foremost men in the stock line in this vicin
ity. He has continued in this industry from
the time of his settlement here and has done
excellent work. His labors have been re-

· warded by prosperity and he possesses consid
erable property, being rated as one. of the
wealthy men of Lincoln county.

Samuel L. Price, the father, was a native
· of New York and came as a pioneer to \Vis
consin where he followed lumbering for many
years, being a prominent operator in that in
dustry. The mother of our subject, Ida Price,
was born in Pennsylvania and descended from
Dutch ancestry. Samuel L. was born in \Vis
consin, in September, r858, and like the ordin
ary lads of his section he gained his train
ing in the district schools and at the early age
of seventeen, went to Kansas and began the
life of a cowboy. He rode the range all
through the northwest until r883. when he
came to the Blue mountains in Oregon and en
gaged in lumbering. For five years, he fol
lowed that business, then came to his present
location. In addition to general farming, men
tioned above, he handles both cattle and horses,
having excellent graded stock. His farm has
been wisely laid out and is well supplied with
buildings, corralls, fences, and everything
needed both in stock and grain farming. Mr.
p'rice, like most of the pioneers in this coun
try, started with no capital but has a fine hold-

ing at the present time, all as a result of h'
wise labors done since arriving here. IS

In r8~6, Mr. Price. married Clara A. Hart_
man. She was born In Iowa and came w'th
her parents to Oregon in r 871. Her fath

l

James A. Hartman, was born in Tennes~
and her mother, J ane (Jones) Hartman, came
of \Velch descendants who were also born in
Tennessee.. To Mr. and Mrs. Price three chil
dren have been born, Zetta, Dwight 1., and
Marshall R .

Mr. Price is an influential man in the com
munity and is looked up to by all as a man of
superior wisdom and judgment. His upright
ness and genialty have won for him, a host of
friends.

•••

SA~'IUEL ALVINGI MORGAN Iras
born in Pensylvania, on October 9, r852. His
father. Alonzo Morgan, \vas born in Wales and
came to Pennsylvania when a young man. His
mother. Phoebe J .. Cole, was born in Pennsyl
vania and her father \vas a veteran of the War
of r8r 2 and an early settler in the Keystone
State. \\Then our subject \\'as an infant. the
father died and left the mother with six small
children. He was obliged, with the others. to
work to make a living and was denied the priv
ilege of schools. However, he secured three
months' schooling from the frontier schools of
:Ylichigan when he was sixteen years of age.
He was industrious and applied himself so that
he has become a well informed man and is a
wide reader. Mr. i\-forgan worked for wa~es

all his life until r885. when he came !o ~e
braska and engaged in farming for himself.
Three years later, he came to Lincoln county
and located where he now lives, about two
miles west from Hesseltine. He took a hO?Je
stead and later bought another quarter section,
making himself a half section of fine IVh~a~
land. The farm is well improved and suppl!e
with buildings, fences, orchard, and everythmg
neded on a first class estate. Mr. Morgan ha~
about thirty head of horses and a small bune

ll. h and weof cattle and IS one of t e prosperous. d
. H' fe anto do men of the community. IS \VI .

children own real estate in Spokane. bes1de5
e- t cam .

other property. When Mr. Morgan hrs had
to Lincoln county, he had no funds and ked
a very hard time for several years. He pac
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his blankets to Spokane and .worked out until

h I sufficient money to Improve the land
he a( • S· fi .

d ake it productIVe. Ince rst coming to
an m 'f d . hLincoln county, ~e has mam este, an upng t-

and integrity that have gwen him the
:~~dence and good will of all who know him.

H' standing is of the best and he has always
IS . d . I

taken a great interest In e ucatlOna matters
and church work. ..

In Benzie county, MIchigan, on October
1 1877 Mr. Morgan married Miss Louisa,

~a~ghter' of Patrick and Louisa (Griffin)
Daley, natives of Ireland and New York, re
spectively. Mrs. Mor¥an was born ~ovember
20, 1852, in Cape VinCent, New York. To
this union three children have been born, Agnes
D" Mearl A. and Obe V. Mr. Morgan has two
brothers, Solomon E., a veteran of the Civil
war, and Benjamin E., and three sisters, Mrs.
Ann Dow, Mrs. Alice Willsay, and Mrs. Emma
White. She and her husband are very active
members of the Methodist church.

•••

JOHN H. WAREHHI'IE is a prosperous
iarmer and stockman, residing about one mile
south from Hesseltine. He was born in Iowa,
on August 4, 1858, the son of Jacob and Sarah
(Sutton) Warehime. The father \yas born in
Ohio and was a pioneer of Poweshiek county,
Iowa. He came to Lincoln county, \Vashing
ton, in 1889'and later went to Hesseltine, where
he still lives. The mother was born in Indi
ana, the daughter of a prominent farmer. She
was raised in this county. John H. had very
little opportunity to gain an education, being al
ways on the frontier, yet by careful personal
application, he is now a well informed man.
He was on the ground where Lincoln, Ne
braska, now stands before there was a' town
there. He began working for himself on a
iarm. In 1880, he went to Kansas and there
rented land and farmed for himself until 1883,
when he returned to Nebraska and took a
homestead. Owing to the ill health of his wife
he was forced to remove from Nebraska, and
accordingly came on west locating where he
now r '8 'dd' lves, 111 I 88. He took government land,
~ mg to the same by purchase until he now
as o.ne section of fertile land. The same is
~u~phed with comfortable and commodious :
ulldmgs and all other improvements needed

21

on a first class grain farm. Mr. 'Warehime
has a fipe orchard and in everything that he
does one notices the exemplification of the
motto, "What is worth doing is worth doing
weI!." In addition to the property mentioned,
he owns considerable stock in the King Gold
and Copper Mining Company of Stevens
county. In 1881, Mr. Vvarehime married Miss
Sarah B. Jackson, who was born in Tennessee.
She came to Illinois with her parents when
young, then they journeyed on to Kansas, where
she was married. Her father is Moses Jack
son, a native of Tennessee and her mother,
Esther Zachary, also of Tennessee. To Mr.
and Mrs. \Varehime, nine children have been
born, named as follows, Ella, Christopher c.,
Moses c., Henry J., Benjamin H., Eva L.,
John H., Annie B., and Daisy D.

Mr. \Varehime has shown commendable
industry and wise management in his labors
in this county and has always manifested a
progressive spirit. He is to be credited with
much good labor in building up the country
and bringing in settlers.

•••

FRA::-:K W.\REHIME, in the spring of
1885, carried his blankets from Walla Walla to
his present farm two miles west and one north
of Hesseltine postoffice. He then went to
~1edjcal Lake ,,-here he worked for two years,
during \yhich time he assisted in the erection
of the hospital for the insane. then returned to
Hesseltine and filed a homestead on his pre
sent land. As may be inferred from the open
ing sentence of this sketch, Mr. \Varehime
was an extremely poor man when he came to
this country. He had practically nothing but
a robust physique and a strong determination
to improve his land and succeed in the business
of farming-, in which he at once engaged. He
brought his family here t,,'o years after coming
himself, and for some time they had many
hardships to endure. incident to their pioneer
life, but times became better with them, and
poverty rapidly turned to prosperity !Jntil now
Mr. \Varehime owns 320 acres of good
agricultural land where he lives, all in cultiva
tion, well improved and well stocked, a modem
and convenient residence, good out buildings,
et cetera. and 160 acres of partially improved
land on the Columbia river.
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Frank \Varehime was born in Lee county,

Iowa, July 5, 1855, the son of Jacob and Sarah
(Sutton) \Varehime, natives respectively, of
Ohio and Indiana. The father of our subject
was an early pioneer in the state of Iowa. He
first settled at Keokuk, where he helped in the
grading of the first street ever graded in that
city. He removed to Jewell county, Kansas.
and from there came to Hesseltine aoout tweh'e
years ago, where he is now li\·ing in his
se\·enty-ninth year. His \\'ife, our subject's'
mother, died thirteen years ago. They were
parents of eight children. of whom the subject
and his brother John are in this county.

Frank \Varehime began life on his o\\'n
responsibility at the age of fourteen. After
leaving home he went to Saline county.
Nebraska, where for several years he followed
the calling of the cO\\'boy, after which he re
moved to Davis county, Iowa, and was there
married, in March. 1877, to Luella B. Smith,
a native of that countv. ~1rs. \Varehime has

•

to her knowledge no Ii\·ing relatives. In the
fall of 1877 Mr. \Yarehime removed to Jewell
county, Kansas, where he followed farming
until he came west in 1885.

To Mr. and Mrs. \Varehime have been born
eight children: Arthur, married to Mabel Low;
Henrietta, wife of J. Adams; Bertie; Ethel;
Ida: Hazel; Fred, and Nina,

Mr. \Varehime is a member of the Macca
bees lodge of \Vilbur.

• ••

SAMUEL S. SHEPHERD came to Lin
coln county, \Vashington. in 1888, bought a
right and homesteaded a claim four miles north
west of Reardan. He found the country new
and thinly settled, so had many inconveniences
to encounter in gaining a start, and his financial
condition was such that necessitated his work
ing for wages for a time in order to earn money
with \vhich to improve his land. He now owns
four hundred and eighty acres of agricultural
land. \yell improved and under cultivation, but
he himself makes his home in Davenport, where
he has a handsome residence, while his eldest
son manages the farm.

Samuel S. Shepherd was born in Otsego
county, New York, on the Susquehanna river,
May 9, 1852. the son of Erastus and Sarah
(Camp) Shepherd. both natives of Otsego

county. Erastus Shepherd's father was bo
in Washington county, New York, and ~i~
grandfather, though of another county
bo . h fNY' wasrn 111 t e state.o ew or~.. The father died
at the age of eighty-two wlth1l1 a mile of h'
birthplace. The mother was a dauo-hter I~
Philander Camp, a son of the Rever:e~d Sa~.
~el Camp,.a .Presbyterian .c1ergyman who en.
Joyed the d1stmctlon of havmg occupied the pul.
pit in Danbury, Connecticut, for forty Conse.
cutive years. The Revolutionary War occurred
during his life, and he was of the third genera.
tion from the Camp family which came to Ply.
mouth Rock on the Mayflower in 1620.

Mr. Shepher,d has two sisters, Mrs. Caro
line Perry, and Mrs. Lucinda Van Woert, and
one brother, Edmund, now deceased.

Reared on farm in his native state, Mr.
Shepherd attended common and graded schools
until arriving at manhood. In February, 1876,
he went to Cedar county, Iowa, and was there
engaged in farming until the spring of 1888
when he came to his present county. He was
married on April 21, 1877, in Cedar count)',
Iowa, to Kate Van Keuren, a native of Dela
ware county, New York. She was the daugh
ter of Aaron and Rhoda (Davis) Van Keuren,
ooth of w'hom were oorn in Delaware county,
where both also died. Her family comprised
three brothers and two sisters besides herself;
John, James and Wheeler; and Julia and Susan.

The union of Mr. and Mrs. Shepherd has
been blessed by five children; Russell, married
to Metta Landreth; Herbert; Schuyler; Cora;
and Frank. The family is identified with the
Evangelical church. '

In the fall of 1898 Mr. Shepherd was elected
on the Republican ticket to the office of treas
urer of Lincoln county and served one term,
much to his own and his party's credit and
honor.

•••

JOHN L. CAMP, a farmer residing four
and one half miles south of Davenport, was
born August 15, 1844, in Campbell coun~
Georgia. His father Wesley Camp, was rear
in Georgia where he was a prominent buslOess

and politic~1 man. He at one time was a mth
ber of the state legislature of GeorgIa, \~ J\
office he held eight years, and was also or e
time sheriff of his county. He died at the ag
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of sixty in 1872. .Our ~ubject's m?ther, a.lso
now deceased, was m malden lIfe MIss Manah

Lasseter.
John L. Camp received a liberal education,

though he was raised on a fa.m:" and in I ~63 he
enlisted in Company K, ThIrtIeth GeorgIa In
fantry, confederate a~~y, and served .during
the remainder of the CI vII \iVar.. He enlIsted as
a corporal but was pro:noted to third lieutenant
of his company. Dunng one of the numerous
engagements in which his comman.d was. in
,"oived all his supenor officers were eIther kIlled
or taken prisoner, so Mr. Camp was placed in
command of his company as captain. Near
Atlanta he was engaged in several skirmishes
and was slightly wounded. He had numerous
.bullets pierce his clothing, and nearly every
member of the company was either killed in
battle or else captured. All of his army life
was spent in Georgia. I

In 1872 he went to California, and from
there to Utah and to Arizona, as a bookkeeper
for a mining company. Prior to coming to the
coast, however, he taught school for four years,
as he did also near Salt Lake City after return
ing from Arizona. From Utah he returned to
California, and from that state came to the Big
Bend country in a wagon during the summer of
1879 at a time when the country was ".-ery
sparsely settled. Here he took a homestead
and timber culture which land he still owns. He
came to the country with limited means and
found many obstacles to overcome before gain
mg a start here.

On June 9, 1886, occurred the marriage of
Jo?n L. Camp to Belle L. Merrill, a native of
Mmnesota and daughter of Charles E. and
Margaret (Flint) Merrill. The mother is dead,
but the father still lives in Anoka county, Min
nesota, at the age of sixty-nine years. Mrs.
Camp has one brother living at Lind, Adams
county, Washington.
. To Mr. and Mrs. Camp have been born

elfht children, Aleta B., Alice E., John L., Ce
CGI C" Edith M., Blanche M., Benton P., and

eorgla L.
Mr Ca ' .. '.' mp s present property mterests con-

SISt. m four hundred and eighty acres of good
agnculturalland where he lives and' a separate
q~arter section partially improved; asmall herd
o cattle; a sufficient number of horse6 to suc-
cessfullv " .. carryon hIS busmess of farmmg; a

good residence; barn; outbuildings; et cerera,
He also has a first class orchard, and an abun
dance of water which is pumped from a well by
means of a windmill. Although coming to the
country without capital he has been industrious
and saving, so that at this writing he is rated as
one of the well-to-do farmers of the Big Bend.

•••

ALBERT D. STROUT was born in York
county, Maine, December 26, 1846. His father
was Albert D. Strout, a native of the same
county and state, a merchant both in Maine and
in Boston, Massachusetts, who died at the early
age of twenty-six years. The mother of Mr•
Strout was Hanna J. (Kimball) Strout, also
a native of Maine, in which state hen father
and mother were pioneer settlers. Her ances
tors came to Maine with the Pilgrim fathers.

Albert D. Strout was reared through boy
hood by his grandfather on a farm in York
county. In 1863 he went to the state of New
Hampshire and for four years worked in a bed
stead factory. Then he went -to Canada and
engaged in the sash and door manufacturing
business. Returning to New Hampshire he re
mained until the spring of 1870, when he came
to California. Here he remained eight years
working at the carpenter's trade, and from there
came to Lincoln county: He came overland
with a four-horse team and wagon, and took a
homestead in 1879 four miles southeast of Dav
enport, where he still lives. He made the first
wagon trail down Crab creek and camped \\'here
Davenport now stands when the nearest house
was distant se\'eral miles. These were truly
pioneer days in the Big Bend.

Mr. Strout came to the country with limited
means indeed and now is the owner of a thon-,
sand acres of impro\'edland and a large amount
of all domestic animals customarily found on
the up-to-date farm.

On October 25, 1874, while a resident of
California, Mr. Strout was married to Addie
E. Kirk. Her father was Joseph Kirk, a na
tive of Virginia, who crossed the plains with an
ox team in 1850 and died in northern Califor
nia; and her mother was Samantha (Frost)
Kirk, born in North Carolina and crossed the
plains with her husband. The brothers and sis
ters of Mrs. Strout are, Daniel, Jiles, William,
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deceased, Mrs. Laura Coats, :Mrs. Annie Grif
fith, and Ella, deceased.

To Mr. and Mrs. Strout have been born
six children; Albert in Spokane, married to
Lena Sawyer; Addie V., married to George
Lowery; Elena, married to Nelson Seide, of
Spokane; Mabel, a student of Davenport;
Everet who died in infancy; and Nellie, who
died when an infant, also.

Mr. Strout is a prominent l\hson and a
member of the order of Foresters of Davenport.
He is ranked among the most prominent citi
zens of his county. He is, indeed, entitled 1,)

great praise for the progress he has made since
coming to the country a man absolutely with
out means, from which condition he has become
one of the wealthiest farmers of eastern \Vas!;·
ington.

An incident illustrative of the hardship
through which Mr. Strou~ made his way ;.11
l,ioneer days is that he borrowed a l\lexic~.n

dollar, a keepsake of his child, from the child to
buy a sheep with since the family had had no
meat for many days. It was paid with the un
derstanding it would be redeemed in the fall,
but when fall came he was utterly unable to re
deem the dollar.

•••
JOHN C. SMITH. Few men now living

have had more varied, and at times hazardous,
experiences than the rugged pioneer whose
name appears at the head of this sketch. He
lives on a farm one and one-half miles east of
Egypt post office, Washington.

John 'c. Smith was born on March Ig,
1835, in Holmes county, Ohio. of which county
his father, John A. Smith, a native of Virginia,
was an early pioneer. The father was born in
1800 and died in Butte county, California, in
188g. He was the son of Christian Smith.
Our subject's mother was Eliza (Pickerel)
Smith, born in Virginia and died in California
in 1877, aged sixty-two years. The brothers
and sisters of Mr. Smith who are still living
are, Lewis c., Buchanan, and Mrs. Caroline
Hetherington, all of California.

At the age of four years, John C. Smith
was taken by his parents to Clay county, Illi
nois, and six years later to Lee county, Iowa,
After three years the family again removed, this
time to Warren county, Iowa, where the sub-

ject famled a tract of land jointly with h'
father. IS

On September 22, 1856, he took as his wife
Sarah J. Barlett, who was born in the s '
county as. was himself, May 26, 1836, and ~~~
was ~ fnend and playmate of his childhOOd.
Her tather was Paul Barlett, a native of Pen.
syh'ania, who removed to Lincoln COunty n
1885 and died the same year at the ag~ ~~
ninety-seven. Mrs. Smith's mother died i
Iowa in 1856• n

In the spring of 1862 Mr. Smith and his
father fitted up ox teams and started with their
families across the plains in company with a
train of fourteen wagons. Upon arriving at a
point near Salt Lake City the train was beset
by Indians, the stock stampeded, and the com.
pany generally demoralized. All the oxen with
the exception of two yoke escaped, and with
those remaining the emigrants, about thirtl'
men, women and children, started on their jon;.
ney, taking with them their provisions, and so
forth and lea\'ing the other. wagons behind.
During the evening of the same day they \me
again attacked by about two hundred and fiity
Indians. Some of the men of the company fled,
leaving only a few to fight for their lires and
their families. During the conflict, which \I'as
fierce and long, three of the men were killed
early in the fight, the elder Mr. Smith was shot
through the hand, John C. Smith's broliJer
]ohnathan now deceased, who was captain of
the train, was shot through both legs, and an
other brother, Buchanan, \vas wounded in the
hane!. Captain Smith's wife was shot through
the lungs, and her little daughter \vas so badly
wounded that she died on the road six days
later. For her interment our subject dug a
grave with a knife,-the only implement at
hand. Mrs. Captain Smith is still living in Cal·
ifornia. For six days after the fight the CO!11'

pany, having made a hasty retreat leal'1ng be
hind the dead, and all their provisions, made Its
way on foot, as the remaining cattle had been
killed. During this time the members of the
company subsisted entirely upon herbs t~~
grew by the wayside. Thus they finally rea~<X>d
the city of Salt Lake, where they found ed
and shelter, and attention for ~he \\'ou~dth~
Here our subject's parents remamed unt! h

. . h 'th his brot erfoIIowll1g spnng, but e, WI Star
Lewis, procured a team and drove on to the
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C"t. Nevada mines, passed the winter in
I), SCI"Washo, and came on to onoma county, a I-

f mia in the spring. After three years Mr.
s~nith removed to Monterey county, in 1867 to
Oregon, and thence bac~ to Nevada.. In I8?I
he took his family by rail to Red Willow, Ne
braska, where he took a pre-emption. Here he
farmed with poor success until 1875, when he
returned to California, where he lived at vari
ous places until driving overland to the John
Day country in Oregan two years later. In the
fall of 1878 he removed to the vicinity of Col
fax, Washington, and two y~ars afterward
came to his present locality. He arrived here a
poor man so was compell~d to ,":ork for wages
in order to earn money with which to Improve
his homestead. Subsequently he sold one half
of his homestead, leaving him now the owner
of eighty acres of impro\'ed agricultural land.
He has prospered since coming here, and is
no\\" considered well-to-do, and lives a Ii fe of
retirement.

1\1r. Smith was so unfortunate on March
4, 190 4, as to lose by death his wife, who had
been his wedded companion forty-eight years.

NIr. and Mrs. Smith were devoted members
of the United Brethren church.• They \yere
parents of four children; Audry S., \\·ho lives
at home; Lavina M., wife of John Collins, of
Morrow county, Oregon; Lillie A., \yife of
Charles Randall, Egypt, Vvashington; and ~et

tie, wife of William S. Blake, who farms near
Larene, Washington.

•••

JAMES D. HANSEN is a prominent
farmer residing two and one half miles south
east of Davenport where he has one of the most
complete homes in the county. He was born
1~ Bonholm, Denmark, May 23, 1853, the son
ot Dlderek and Maren Christain (Han
~~) Hensen, both natives of Denmark.

e father, though a shoe and harness
n~a~er. by trade, followed farming most
o .1~S hfe. He spent his entire life in the
"ICIOlty f h' b'. 0 IS Irthplace and died at the age of
Slxtv e' It'Th .- Igl 111 1894. The mother also is dead.
'! e brothers and sisters of Mr. Hansen are
mrs J r '
H . U la Jensen, Mrs. Lena Olsen Marcus

ans M . . "'! . rs. Chnstma Cass and Mrs. Martha
",organ. . ,

Mr. Hansen grew to manhood on a farm in
his native country and attended school until
fourteen years of age. In the spring of r873

i he with his brother Marcus, who is his twin,
, sailed from Copenhagen and landed at Castle

Garden, New York. From there they came di-
rect to Oshkosh, \Visconsin, where they pro
cured work on a farm. In 1875 he proceeded
westward to Red Bluff, California, whither he
had been preceded by his brother, and there the
two did farm work until the fall of 1879, when
they started for \iVashington. They came to the
state overland by means of a wagon, stopping
first at Walla Walla and from that point pro
ceeded on to the Palouse country to the present
site of Pullman. In the spring of 1880 they
came to Cottonwood Springs, the present town
of Davenport. At that time there was but one

I
I small house at that point and the surrounding

country was very sparsely settled. Here Mr.
i Hansen took the homestead where he still lives.

On August 7, 1898, James D. Hansen took
for his wife Hanna L Hansen, a lady of his
own name but of no connection. She was born
in Lolland. Denmark, the daughter of Hans
Christian Jensen and Anna Marie Jensen, both

, of whom are still living in the old country.
i Mrs. Hansen had one sister, the deceased wife

of her husband's brother, Marcus, and one
! brother, l\-fartin Hansen, a resident of Lincoln
j county.I This union has been blessed \"ith three chil
, dren; Agnes H oo and Lilly Moo both living; and
lone son, James D., who died in infancy.
I Mr. Hansen has three hundred and twenty

acres of choice grain land the impro\'ements
upon \yhich are of the most modern and elabor
ate type. He has an excellent \\'ater system for
his house, barn, garden and orchard. and his
buildings are large and substantially built. He
has farm machinery and live stock in abundance
to carryon his business and he makes a spe
cialty of the culture of grain. He has in addi
tion to his farm an interest in a forty-acre tract
of timber near by.

Mr. Hansen is a devoted member of the
Lutheran church.

When our subject arrived here he had only
a half interest in a team and wagon, the other
half being owned by his brother, Marcus. He
was forced, like the other pioneers to go to other
portions of the s\ate to harvest to earn money
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for the necessities and for improvements on his
farm. Supplies had to be hauled in from Col
fax or Spokane and the times were trying, in
deed.

•••

DAVID FLORIN is another of the well-to- .
do, we were about to say wealthy, farmers of
Lincoln county whose all has been extracted
from the fertile hills of the Big Bend. He was
born in \Yabasha county, Minnesota, October
12, 1860. His father, Lorenz Florin, was born
in Switzerland, Octobe~ 25, 1825, and
in that country was married in 1849.
He was reared on a farm and in early
manhood joined the regular army of his
country. Some years later leaving the
life of a soldier he again took up the work
of a farmer, and also did some carpenter work,
that trade being another of his acquisitions. In
the spring of 1856 he bmught his family to
N ew York, thence proceeded to the county and
state where our subject was born, where he set
tled on a farm and again worked some at his
trade. He is the father of five children, George,
David, John L., Jacob and Mary. In 1878 the
family removed to Buffalo county, \Visconsin,
and in 1882 came to Cheney, this state, thence
to Medical Lake, and in the fall of the same
year to Lincoln county. Here the father took
a homestead ·where he still lives with his son,
the subject of our sketch, and his daughter
Mary, four miles south of Hondovi.

The family was bereft of wife and mother
while in Minnesota, and the father married a
second time, his wife being Mary Schneider,
also a native of Switzerland. The daughter
Mary, four miles south of Mondovi.

Their home is one of the most beautiful and
valuable farms in Eastern Vvashington, im
pro\-ed by the family with the object in view to
make the improvements of the most practical
and convenient sort, not forgetting the pictur
esque. The farm is all under cultivation, and
annually produces bountiful crops of all classes
of cereals and fruits. Mr. Florin had an early
choice of the available lands in the county and
the homestead he selected verifies his excellent
judgment. He is now living a life of retire
ment.

David Florin now has the management of
his father's farm, and he owns five hundred and

eighty acres of his own, two hundred and '.
acres of which adjoins the homestead of hi~~ty
ther. The remainder is six miles north of D a·
enport. In addition to this, which is all agav.n·
cultural land, he has four hundred and eight
acres of timber land northwest of Davenpo i
He has horses and machinery in plenty, also

r
~

large herd of cattle.
Mr. Florin took a homestead in 1882. He

worked for a time in a sawmill and on the rail
road to earn money with which to improve his
land, and in consequence he has had a taste of
the hardships of the pioneer. His sister also
has a homestead and a quarter section of timber
land.

Our subject has never married. He is jllst.
ly proud of the fact of his coming to the Coun
try without money, and now being so comfort
ably situated.

Since the above was written, the death of
Mr. Florin has occurred. The date of that sad
event was April 12, 1904, and the cause was be
ing thrown from his horse. He was just enter
ing the prime of life, had made a splendid rec
ord and won hosts of friends and his untimely
taking off was a day of general mourning
among all \\'ho knew him. His remains were
interred with becoming ceremonies and he rests
in the country which he had assisted materially
to improve and make prosperous.

•••

:MATTHIAS c. LANGE is a farmer resid·
ing three and one-half miles southeast of Dav
enport. He was born Kovember 30, 1835, m
Ringsted Denmark the son of Christian M.

" kand Maria Lange, both natives of Denmar ,
the father of Copenhagen. Both parents ar:
dead. The only relative Mr. Lange has 111 thl
country is a nephew, W. Rossing. _

Mr. Lange grew to manhood in his natIve
. th I"arcountry, where he was a soldier durmg .e \ 2

with Germany in 1864. In the sprmg ot 187
he set sail fmm Copenhagen for New york.
From the latter city he came on to ChIcago,
thence in turn to Tennessee, Iowa, and Mmne-

he reo
sota. Leaving the latter named state .
turned to Iowa where he lived until the sprmhg

, II Was-
of 1879 when he came to \Valla Wa a..

, S rague
ington. In the fall of 188r he went ~o Pf the
where he worked in the constructIOn °
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N rthern Pacific car shops, and the following

o. he located his present homestead. He
spntngued in railroad work, however, for some
con In . h h' h .. . order to earn money Wit w IC to Im-tIme m .
prove his farm, which now ~s one of the finest
and most up-to-date homes m the county. .

In the spring of I8g~ Mr. Lange started <;>n
a visit to his old home ~n FDe.nmarkC'h~nd whllde

Vay visited the WorId s air at Icago an
al . h d'other points of interest, returnmg orne unng
the fall season of that year.

The subject of this sketch is a member. of
the Lutheran church and is generally recog
nized as a man of honor and stability in the
community.

•••

HERMAN A. MAURER is a native of
Bay county, Michigan, born August 30, 1876,
the son of George and Anna (Stengle) Maurer.
both native Germans and both now living near
Rocklyn, Washington. Herman A. is the
youngest of a family of thirteen children, eleven
of whom ar.e living. He spent his boyhood on
a farm, and came to Lincoln county with his
parents in I88g. He remained at home until
arriving at his majority, when he went to Spo
kane and worked for some time in a hardware
establishment. Upon his return to Lincoln
county he resolved to cease working for others,
and as he was without the necessary means, he
borrowed money with which to buy three hun
dred and twenty acres of land in one body, and
the homestead right to an adjacent quarter sec
tion,making him in all four hundred and eighty
acres of grilin land. It is all now under culti
vation and well improved with well-constructed
modern buildings, a choice or~hard and an
a~unda.nce of water, which is pumped with a
wmdmlll, and piped to various portions of the
fa.rm. He has plenty of implements and horses,
With a small herd of cattle and is now complete
ly unincumbered by debt.'

~n November 18, 1900, Mr. Maurer was
:arrled to Bertha C. Mielke, a native of Wa-

sha county, Minnesota. Her father and
~~ther were Goettlieb and Minnie (Kruger,)}.t:ke, both born in Germany. Mr. and Mrs.
f Ie ke came from Germany to Minnesota, and
t~O~ there to Lincoln county in 1883. Here

e ather died about ten years ago. The

mother is still living in the county. Mrs.
Maurer has one brother, Edward Meilke.

Mr. and Mrs. Maurer have one child, \Val
lace L., who was born on the wedding anniver
sary of his parents.

The family affiliates with the German Meth
odist Episcopal church, and is one of the most
highly respected in the community.

• ••
•

PHILIP HEIN is a farmer and stockman
residing seven miles east and two miles south of
Davenport. He was born in Bavaria, Germany,
May I, 1849. His parents were George and
Catherine Hein, the former dying in Germany
and the latter in vVisconsin. Mr. Hein has
two brothers, William and Wenstlin, both liv
ing in Wisconsin.

In the spring of 1861 Mr. Hein with his
mother and brothers sailed from Bremen, Ger.
many, for New York. They. made their home
in New York for a few years, and while here
our subject learned the cabinet maker's trade.
During the spr.ing of 1866 he went to Sheboy
gan county, \Visconsin, where he worked at
his trade and farmed for a number of years.
In 1874 he went to Cheyenne and Laramie,
\Vyoming, and engaged in the stock business.
He came to San Francisco in 1879, and to Port
land soon afterward. In the autumn of 1879
he came to the Palouse country and in the fol
lowing spl"ing to Lincoln county, where he lo
cated his present home as a homestead.

On March I, 1899, Mr. Hein was married
to Anna Proff, a native of Sheboygan county,
Wisconsin, and daughter of Peter and Catherine
Proff, who were born in Germany. The Proff
family came to Oregon in 1874, and to Rosalia,
Washington, in 1878, where the parents are
still living.

To Mr. and Mrs. Hein have been born three
children, Ralph W., Albert M., and an infant.

Immediately after coming to this country
Mr. Hein engaged in raising stock and im
proved his farm, which at that early stage of
the country entailed great hardship and labor.
His means were decidedly limited when he set
tled here, but he is now one of the substantial
and well-to-do farmers of the Big Bend. He
has five hundred and thirty acres of agricul
tural land,' good buildings and improvements,
including a first class water system, and three
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•••

acres of orchard. The old Seattle & Lake Shore
railroad cuts off one corner of his land.

The visitor to his farm must needs be im
pr.essed with the thrift and courage of the man
when he compares his present modern and com
modious residence with the primitive dugout in
which he started life here.

-
Mobile, Alabama, and in the battle of Frankl'
Tennessee. Although in many battles d

' numerous skirmishes in w~ich he saw men ~~ll
dead and wounded on all sides, he himself IV

never injured. Altogether the military car~s
of Captain Setters extended ?ver a period o~
three years, much to the credit of himself and
his company.. He recive~ an honorable dis.
charge, and IS now drawlOg a pension from
the government.

PETER SETTERS is a retired farmer :-\fter the war he returned to his home
now making his home in Reardan. Born in where he taught school for two years, preaching
Marion county, Indiana, June 26, 1831, he was some in the meantime, and also followed farm.
the son of Captain John A. and Elizabeth ing.. ~1ay I, 1879, he .started with his family,
(Shrout) Setters, the former a native of Vir- conslstlOg then of a wife and eleven children
ginia and the latter of Kentucky. The father one of the children, however, remained at home'
in early life migrated to Kentucky, thence to and came to this state, arriving at Walla Walla:
Indiana, being an early pioneer in Marion July 26. The whole of the distance was trav.
county. A portion of the city of Indianapolis eled in a "prairie schooner," so familiar to earlv
stands on his old homestead. He was a captain settlers. He settled first on Coolie creek ne;r
in the state militia, was generally known as I where Reardan now stands, and later took a
one of the ablest and bravest Indian fighters in 'I' homestead five miles farther north on Spri'l"
the section,having participated in the early creek. He has also since acquired 160 acres
Indian wars of his state. He died in Mason r of railroad land.. His land is all suitable to
county, Illinois, in about the year 1842. The I agriculture ,,,jth the exception of about t\Ventl·
family originally came from Switzerland. Mr. , acres of timber. His land is all in a high state
Setters' mother died in Missouri. Although of culti"ation and improvement.
the family originally was a large one. only one Mr. Setters was married, June 10, 1855, to
of the children besides the subject of this sketch Elizabeth Ellen \Varren, a native of Monroe
is living, Mrs. Elizabeth Garrett, of Milan, county, Indiana. Her parents were Hugh G.
Sullivan county, Missouri. and lvlary (Carr) \\farren, natives respectively,

. \Vhile a boy, Mr. Setters remO\'ed with his of ~orth Carolina and Indiana.' Mrs. Setters
parents to Mason county, Illinois, where the is a half sister of ex-chief of police; Joel War
'family was among the first settlers. He was ren, formerly of Spokane .This union has been
reared on a farm, and attended district school blessed ,,-ith thirteen children: Francis M.,
held in a primitive log cabin. He later went Sarah L., Olive E. Olson, and Henry G., all
with his mother to Sullivan county, Missouri .. now dead; John M., married to Emma Byrd,
where he acquired a fair all-round education near Reardan; Mary E., wife of William Kt.ll,
and entered the ministry in the Baptist church Reardan; Peter VV., Spokane; Nancy A., wtfe
since which time he has preached more or less of Lewis Cone, near Reardan: Esther ]., noll'
wherever he has been. In the spring of 1862, Mrs. John Smith, near Reardan; Charles, at
he responded to his country's call for soldiers by Reardan; Dr. M. F., a prominent physician of
enlisting in Company E. Sixty-sixth Regulars Spokane, married to Josephine Thomson; Ora
of the state militia, and was soon commissioned B., an attorney and newspaper man, who
captain of his company. He led his command founded the Reardan Gazette, and lat~r was
through many sharp skirmishes with the bush- owner and editor of the Palouse Repubhc, ~Ul
whackers, upon many occasions placing his is now engaged in the practice of law at a
life at a great risk. In the spring of 1864 he louse; and Flora, wife of Earnest Carsten, nelf
enlisted in Company E, Forty-fourth Missouri Reardan. .
Volunteer Infantry, in the Sixteenth army Mr. Setters was made an Oddfellow thlrl~
corps. \Vith this command he took part in the years ago in Missouri, is a charter member;n
capture of the Spanish fort, Fort Blakely near was the first noble grand of the Reardan La ge,
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_ 8 f that order. He is also a member of

No.4, a A R f Rthe C. W. H. Bentley post, G. . ., 0 ear-

dan~Ir. Setters was ever a man of pluck ~nd
S· is attested by the fact that, havlllg

energy a . ' d II't this state practically without a 0 ar,
come a . d d blhe is now independently ~Ituate an a e to

d his declining years III comfort and ease
s~n i . h . h hin his handsome home III t e town Wit w ose

h· t and development he has been so closelyISOry ..
identified. 'While he has ,:Iways, slllce comll~g

to the Big Bend, been enm~ently successful III

business affairs, the ama~slllg .of w~lth ~as
ot been his purpose in hfe, slllce hiS major

~fforts have ever been put forth in the interest
of the school, the church, and th~ ~ome: H.e
helped build the first. school ~)liI1dlllg III hiS
vicinitv and has been ItS most hberal al1d loyal
suppo;ter. All his children are well educated,
and two sons are professional men with thei r
father to thank for their incentives, if not alto
gether for their finished professional educations.
He is a good citizen, a man with a legion of
friends, and of unquestionable integrity.

•••

ROBERT R. STEWART. Two miles
east of the town of Moscow, Vvashington, is
the handsome home of Robert R. Stewart, the
making of which has entailed great hardship
and toil on the part of its owner and his fam
ily. ,He came to the place in 1889, the land
then belonging to the railroad, and erected a
very humble shack in which to live while im
proving his farm. The winter of 1889-90 be
mg unusually severe the family endured grave
discomfort from cold and exposure, since the
domicile was roughly put together and open
to the elements to a distressing degree. Mr
Stewart was without means and lived for a,
year almost exclusively on the profit of the
eggs from his farm which he must needs haul
t S 'a prague or Spokane to market. Persever-
ance, however, won out in the end. so that
?aw this industrious and determined pioneer
1S a~e of the well-to-do farmers of his county
~ 'h 'f mng elg t hundred acres of land all under
ence, and one half under cultivation and an-

nually p d 'ro UCIng an abundant and profitablecrap Hi ' ..
I' s pnmltIve hut has been replaced by

a arge seven-room house with all the modern

conveniences, including the telephone, and his
out-of-door improvements have been equally
well seen to. His land is divided by Crab creek,
which furnishes an abundance of living water,
and the Great Northern railroad crosses a por
tion of his farm.

Robert R. Stewart' was born in Edgar
county, Illinois, May 23, 1845. His father
was Samuel Stewart, a gentleman of Scotch
extraction, and died while our subject was an
infant. His mother, also deceased, was Rachel
(Powers) Stewart, the daughter of Luther
Powers, a veteran of the Revolutionary War,

Mr. Stewart is the only surviving member
of a family of. five children. He remained in
the county of his birth until attaining the age
of seventeen, under the care of his mother's
sister, at which age the family removed to
Vermilion county, Illinois. Mr. Stewart re
ceived a thorough common school education,
and during the month of February, 1865, he
enlisted in Company E, One Hundred and
Fiftieth Illinois Volunteers. He enlisted as a
private, but was later appointed corporal by
his captain, Lyons Parker, and served with dis
tinction in the states of Tennessee, Georgia and
Alabama until being mustered out of service
January 19, 1866.

He then returned to Vermilion county and
engaged in farming. On October 28, 1869,
Mr. Stewart was married to Ellen Miller, and
two years later they started west. They located
in Sacramento county, California, where they
were engaged in farming and poultry raising
for a space, but later returned to a farm in
Vermilion county.

On October. 9, 1882, Mrs. Stewart died,
leaving three children, Grace, married to Joseph
Thompson, in Vermilion county; Clara, wife
of U. S. Long, of Moscow, \Vashington; and
Miss Oma Stewart, an accomplished musician
of Oklahoma.

Mr. Stewart was married a second time,
November I, 1883, his wife being Miss Ellan
Clester, a native of Vermilion county. Illinois.
She was the daughter of Andrew and Amelia
(Strong) Clester, who are deceased. They
continued to reside in Vermilion county until
coming to their present home.

Mr. Stewart is a member of General Rusk
Post, G. A. R., of Davenport, and has served
as commander of his post. On Christmas day,
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1867, he entered the Cumberland church under
the ministry of the late Reverend G. W. Jordan,
and was ordained an elder in 1880 by the Rev
erend \V. O. Smith. His wife is a member of
the same church.

Mr. and Mrs. Stewart have. a promising
family of five children, whose names are, Sam
uel _'\rthur, Daisy Lulu, Effie Oral, Robert An
dre'r, and Rachel Ellen.

• • •
JOSEPH TALKINGTON was born in

Hempstead county, Arkansas, August 22,

1831, and is probably as well acquainted with
the hardships and trying experiences incident
to pioneer life as any man now living. He lives
on a farm three miles southwest of Moscow,
\Vashington.

Mr. Talkington was the son of Edward P.
and Elizabeth tBland) Talkington, early pion
eers of Arkansas. The father was born in
Kentucky but came to Arkansas ten years prior
to that state's admission to the union, and was
a pioneer in Hempstead county and later in
\Vashington county. He traced his ancestry
back to England, and died at the age of sixty
three in 1870. The mother was born in Penn
sylvania, but was reared in Kentucky. She
went in company with her parents and the pa
rents of her husband to Arkansas, and died in
1872 .

Our subject is the eldest of a family of
eleven children, all of whom grew to maturity
but only one of them, besides our subject, being
now alive. \Ve refer to a brother, Joel D., of
Polk county, Arkansas.

"Until he became twenty-three years of age
Mr. Talkington remained with his parents on
a farm. In 1854 he crossed the plains with an
ox team to California, in which state he lived
for some years engaged in freighting with his
headquarters principally at Mariposa and Stock
ton. In the fall of 1860 he returned to Arkan
sas by stage through Arizona, New Mexico
and Texas. He was forced by conscript to
join the confederate army, but after a few
months of sen'ice and many thrilling adven
tures and narrow escapes from death, he man
aged to escape from the army. He was pur
sued and shot at many times by the rebel troops,
but fortunately was never wounded. After

•

leaving the army he followed farming.

Mr. Talkington was married February
1861, to Rebecca 0: Kirk, in Sebastian coun~~'
Arkansas. HIS wife was born in Tennes .,
but was reared in Missouri, and was the dau s~
ter of John and Lucy (Long) Kirk. To~'
marriage have been born six children, J. A;~
bert, married to Miss Seemore McMillan'
Thomas E., married to Belle Long; Willia ' .
E., married to Maggie Moore; Walter L., ma~~
ned to Grace Plumlee; Anna Belle, wife of G
A: Bumpass; and Lillie May, wife of Eli GOOd:
W1l1.

The family came to this vicinity in the fall
of 1889, and has succeeded, though poor at
the time of coming here, in accumulating a
vast amount of property. Mr. Talkington has
three hundred and twenty acres of choice school
land leased, all tilled and improved accord
ing to -the most modern methods. His son
\Valter lives with him, and he too, is well sup
plied with land. He has four hundred and
eighty acres, well improved and culti"ated.
Mr. Talkington's buildings are modern and
convenient, he has an excellent water system
and other improvements in proportion.

He and his family belong to the Erangeli
cal church. .. ..

JERO~1E W. BELKNAP lives five miles
north and one and one-half miles east of Har
rington. Born September 19, 1856, he was
the son of James and Harriet (Tripp) Bel:
knap. His father was born in the state at
New York and comes of an old military fam
ily, his father, John, having been a soldier in
the War of 1812, and his grandfather, also
named John, in the Revolution. The family
is of English lineage. Mr. Belknap's mother
was a native of Pennsylvania.

Our subject has a twin brother, George, of
Davenport. At the age of ten Mr. Belknap
went with his parents to Linn county, Iowa, bU~
left home two years later and procured WO~1
with a railroad company. He followed. Tal

roading several years, then came to Lewlst~n,
Idaho in 1884. Here he worked on salary .or

, . be claim
some time and in 1885 he filed a tim r I '

. ' . d t the calmon hIS present home. He remove 0 1
,. '1 llflooreg
111 the spnng of 1888 and bUl t a sma . Ii e
house which has since been replaced bYeda nd, . d an
modern dwelling. He has SIX hun r
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f t , acres of land all under fence, and five
or) I" M fl'hundred acres under. cu tlvatlOn.. ost 0 11S

1 d 's desirable gram land, and Improved ac-
an I . d d

d'ng to the most progressIve an up-to- atecor I . .
method. His house IS a two-story, mne-room
structure with hot and. cold water, bath and
all other modem convemences.

In the month of December, 1898, Mr.
Belknap was married to. Mrs. Mary E. (Dunn)
Trask a native of Spnngfield, Massachusetts.
Her f~ther was Dennis Dunn, a native of Eng
land of Irish descent, and for eleven yea.rs .a
railroad conductor. Her, mother was BIrdIe
(Wall) Dunn, also a nat!ve of Massachusetts.
At the time of her marnage to Mr. Belknap,
Mrs. Trask was the mother of three children,
Albert \V., Mona A., and Frederick R.

Fraternally, Mr. Belknap is a member, of
the Ocld Fellows lodge and Mrs. Belknap is a
Rebekah. Both hold membership in the Har
ington lodges of their respective orders. Mrs.
Belknap is also a member of the Universalist
church.

• • •

HON. JASPER J. CAMERON has, with
out doubt, become one of the leading and in
fluential men of the Big Benel country. Ar
riying here in 1889 without means, he cast his
first ,"ate for the state constitution and since
that time has been closely identified with the
progress and development of the great state of
Washington. In his personal business affairs.
he has made a brilliant success, while in the
political world, he has won the encomiums and
plaudits to be envied even by one who has
spent a much longer service in the political
field.

]. J. Cameron was born in Peoria, Illinois,
on November 29, 1867, the son .of George \V.
and L~cinda Cameron. When a child he went
With hiS parents to Jones county Iowa and then
th f . . "e amI1y moved to Tehama county Cali-
~arnia. After gaining his primary inst~uction
In the commOn schools Mr. Cameron ma
lnCulated in the Hesperian college at Wood
and, California and in due time received his

h
dlPloma from that institution. Then he turned

IS att .
entlOn to the study of law but as his pa-

rents were d' f .h eSlrous 0 commg to the north
Ie ddropped that and joined them in an over,~
an tnp fro C I'f' .m a I omla to Washmgto\l. The

jourhey was fraught with many incidents, both
of hardship and pleasure and was completed
without especial accident. Upon arriving here,
Mr. Cameron selected a homestead about
six miles west from where Harrington
is now located. He soon added a tim
ber culture and gave his attention to farm
ing. Having been thoroughly depleted in
financial matters, he was obliged to borrow
money to file on his claim, then went to work
by the month. Not to be deterred, however, he
followed that rigorous life until he had sufficient
means to improve his place in good shape, then
his time was given to that entirely. As the
years went by, prosperity could but attend the
wise and faithful labors of our subject and from
time to time he added to his estate until now
it has reached the magnificent proportions of
eight hundred acres. .The entire place is under
cultivation and cropped to wheat annually, thus
insuring to him, a very gratifying income.
Plenty of buildings, a good residence and all
other improvements that can be used on a first
class Washington wheat farm are in evidence.
An air of thrift and good taste pervades the
entire premises and Mr. Cameron is to be com
mended upon his success in farming and rais
ing stock. He has a band of cattle anel
horses.

In the fall of 1900, Mr. Cameron allowed
his name to appear on the Democratic ticket
for representative to the state legislature
and although the county is Republican,
he was promptly elected. In the halls
of legislature, he was no less a marked
figure than he had been in the excellent work
on the farm. He soon took a place with the
leaders and at his second term which he is now
serving, his party brought him fOf\yard as
speaker of the house. Owing to the fact that
the Democrats were largely outnumbered by
the Republicans, he did not secure the position.
Still sc forcible and telling has been the work
of Mr. Cameron, that his enemies have learned
to fear his blows and his friends have no
hesitancy in placing him to champion their
cause in a hotly contested battle. The second
election of Mr. Cameron speaks very favorably
for his ability and integrity since twice a Demo
cratic candidate has carried a Republican field.

On June 26, 1895, Mr. Cameron married
Miss Lilly F. Lee, who was born and reared
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in California. Her father, Munson Lee,. was
a native of Missouri and crossed the plains to
California in r869. He married Miss Ware
and they are now living in \Villows, California.
To Mr. and Mrs. Cameron three children have
been born, Nathaniel A., Gladys 1. and Nevada.

Fraternallv, Mr. Cameron is affiliated \yitb:-
the K. P., the 1. O. O. F. and the Foresters.
He has always been very acti\'e in educational
labors and is also a member of the pioneer a~

sociation.
•••

WILLIAM BECK. About two miles
northeast from Harrington, one comes to the
beautiful ranch of William Beck. The estate
consists of fiye hundred acres of choice wheat
land, \\'hich is in a high state of cultivation, and
three hundred acres of pasture, A good seven
room residence, surrounded by barns, outbuild
ings and the \'arious other improvements needed
on a first class ranch, are all in evidence and the
place is one of the good ones of this excellent
Big Bend country. In r 883 one could have
seen the scanty equipment of Mr. Beck stopped
on the unbroken prairie, at a place near where
his house no\\' stands. Bleak enough were the
surroundings, as only the rolling hills and the
hO\ding coyotes \"ere to be found \yith
the exception of a few straggling set
tlers at long distances apart. Mr. Beck
was a man of keen perception and he
became thoroughly convinced that this \yas
a rich land and accordingly he filed his
homestead right and commenced the struggle of
can'ing a home and a farm out of the wilds. A
year later he did the wise thing of securing a
pleasant and capable helpmeet and together they
began the work anew. For a time it was like
ro\\'ing up stream and in the midst of
rapids, as scarcely no progress was made.
The cares of a family began to gather
and starting without means. as Mr. Beck
did, the struggle was a hard one. How
ever, despite the lack of means, the hard
ships of pioneer life, the many things to fight
against, he steadily pursued his way an<,1 finally
after the hard times of r893 he began to forge
ahead slowly and soon he had the satisfaction
of securing an increase to his estate and this
has continued until he has not only the property
mentioned above, but also a fine four acre tract

in the city: of Davenpo,rt where he has provided
a fine resIdence for hImself and family in th
days to come. Mr. Beck has alway.s taken e
keen interest in the affairs of the commu ' a
and in politics and has labored for better ro~ty
better schools and improvement in all linesa s,
that it may me said he is a thoroughly pro~~
sive man and public spirited. es

William Beck was born in Wurtember
Germany, on February 5, r856, the SOn ~i
Adam and Mary Beck. He grew up and was
educated in his native land and then served h'

. 1 1 ISterm 111 t 1e regu ar army. After that he learned
the blacksmith trade but never followed it
however he does his own blacksmithing on th'
farm, which is a great help. In r877, he saile~
from Antwerp to Philadelphia and thence trav
eled to Jo Daviess county, Illinois, whence the
next year he came to Yolo county, California,
After working for wages there awhile, he went
to Arizona, New Mexico, Nevada, and to other
points, then returned to the Golden State and
in r883 made his way to the territory of Wash
ington. Here he has wrought as mentioned
aboye and is now one of the leadin'g men of this
part of the county.

In r884, M r. Beck married Miss Katie
Am\'arter, a native of Germany. She came to
California in r882 and then later to Washing!
ton. To this union the following children hare
been born, Anna, l\1ary, Minnie, Paul, Henry,
deceased, Lena and Lillie, twins, Elsie, Eugene,
deceased, Olga, Henrietta, Eugenia and Hulda,
The two deceased were called away in 1<)0[,

aged thirteen and four years. Mr. and M~.

Beck are members of the Methodist church and
are excellent people.

•••

THOMAS C. LAKIN has demonstrated
what could be done in the Big Bend country.
Coming here without means in r879, he no\~
owns in his own right four thousand acres 0

land, mostly all raising grain, handles ~ourteen
hundred acres which his brother in O~IO o\~~
and also controls a section of well Impro'
school land. This entire property has~
gained by the personal efforts of .Mr. 1_

which is sufficient evidence of the abJ1lty he r:
sesses. \\Then he first saw this coun~I?" ~
Lakin discerned its advantages and fertlhtyan
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. that moment determined to secure a good
trom . . d . d
holding here. HIs JU gment was unernng an
the immense yields of the BIg Bend are but
'hat he said would come.

II Thomas C. Lakin was born in Clermont
county, Ohio, th~ son of John and Mary ~ Bret
ney) Lakin, natIves of Kentucky aI~d OhIO, re
spectively, and now deceased. TheIr ancestors
came from Maryland and were slave holders.
The members of the family which moved to the
north renounced slave holding. The parents
I,"ere each about seventy-five when they died.
Thomas C. is next to the youngest of a family
of t,,,eIve children and received a good academic
education. After that, he took a course in the
Cincinnati law school and was admitted to the
bar. Then he turned his attention to the work
of the educator and later came to San Fran
cisco. Thence he journeyed to Portland and
the sound and at Port Gamble taught for some
time. Then Mr. Lakin determined to search
out the country east of the Cascades and accord
ingly came to Ellensburg and thence via the
Big Bend to Spokane which was a small village
of two hundred then, 1879. The winter of
1879-80 was spent in Vvaitsburg, teaching and
the next spring he came to his present home
place, about ten miles southeast from Harring
ton. He started with a timber culture and a
homestead and since that time has given his at
tention to raising wheat and buying land. Never
swerving from his first decision, Mr. Lakin
has shown his faith in the country by his pur
chases and he has made no mistake. He found
himself in debt somewhat when he was startinO'
and it became necessary to earn monev and s~
t?r a time, we find Mr. Lakin working on the
:-':orthern Pacific and the O. R. & N. He has
always been verv active in promoting
those measures for the benefit of all
and the building up of the countrv. Politi-
callv M L k' - .: ." "r. a 111 was Repubhcan but
jomed the silver forces to support Bryan
a,nd was president of the county Farmers
.,lhance On . h'f . one occasIOn IS name appeared
lor representative of his district in the state
t~gl~lature. Fraternally, he is affiliated with
me . O. O. F., the Rebekahs, and the Encamp-

ent. He was one of the organizers of the pio-
neer assoc' t' "p' la lOn, which IS properly named the

IOneer a d H' .C n Istoncal Association of Lincoln
Ounty. Mr. Lakin has evinced great interest

in the working and growth of this association
and is its president at the present time. He is
also director of it as well as of the Sprague
bank. Mr. Lakin has improved all of hIS land
in good shape and all the residences, barns, wind
mills, and other things needed are at hand. The
returns of the entire six thousand acres are
mammoth and although he was verging onto
bankruptcy during the panic, still he managed
to pull through and is now one of the wealthy
men of the state.

•••

LEWIS T. LUPER is one of the leading
farmers of Lincoln county and resides three
miles northeast from Harrington. He was born
on July 19, 1848, in Fulton county, Illinois. His
parents were Martin and Frances Luper, na
tives of Pennsylvania, and early pioneers to
Illinois. Our subject was the oldest child of the
family and his brothers and sisters are named
as follows, James, in Heppner, Oregon; George,
who died on March 13, 1904, at Pendleton,
Oregon; Mrs. Harriett Spidell in Los Angeles,
California; and Mrs. Jennie Spangler of Cor
vallis, Oregon. The father brought his family
across the plains in 1853, using ox teams to
make the trip, and settled in Linn county, Ore
gon, taking a donation claim. Soon after this
the mother died. The father remained on the
old donation claim until 1877, then went to
Los Angeles, California. After that, he spent
six years in San Diego, California and there
died in June, 1903, being aged eighty-seven.
Our subject had taken a journey to visit his fa
ther on the December previous to his death.

Lewis T. \\'as educated and reared in Linn
county and when twenty-one moved to Lane

-county and bought a farm. He cultivated this
until 1883, when he came to Lincoln county.
He soon selected the pre-emption where he now
lives and began to open up a farm. Owing to
the fact that he had very limited means, :Mr.
Luper had a hard time to get started but his
labors were finally prospered and he soon added
more t9 his farm by purchase and now has over
eighteen hundred acres, two thirds of which
are producing first class crops of wheat. In
addition to doing general farming he has paid
considerable attention to raising cattle and

horses and now has some fine animals. \Vhen
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Mr. Luper first came hNe the country was wild
and almost an unbroken prairie and he has seen
it transformed from that to one of the most
fertile wheat sections in the United States. The
estate is provided with a fine residence, good
barns and all improvements and implements
needed to carryon a first class farm.

On May 20, 1873, in Lane county, Oregon,
.l\h. Luper married Miss Elizabeth Horn, a
nati\'e of Iowa. She came with her parents
across the plains in the early days and settled in
California. Later, they moved to Lane county,
Oregon. Her father was James Horn. He
lived in Lane county, Oregon until his death in
the spring of 1904, being aged seventy-seven.
To our subject and his wife one child, Berry,
has been born. He married Miss Minnie
Moore and is now farming in the vicinity of
Harrington. On April 2, 1902, Mr. Luper
was called to mourn the death of his beloved
wife. He is a man of excellent standing in the
community and is a member of the pioneer asso
ciation.

•••

CHRISTIAN BRUGGER is a representa
tive citizen of Lincoln county. He dwells about
four miles northeast from Harrington' and has
a fine estate of over one half section of fertile
wheat land, all of which is in cultivation and
well impro\'ed. The residence is a comfortable
six-room structure provided \\'ith modern con
\'eniences, as bath, hot and cold water, and so
forth. All other buildings and improvements
needed are at hand and prosperity is evident in
the entire premi ses.

Christian Brugger was born in Switzerland,
in March, 1855, the son of Christian and Anna
(Shink) Brugger, natives of Switzerland. They
came to the United States in 1880 and settled
in Fayette county, I1linois, where the mother
died in 1890, aged sixty-three, and the father
in August, 19°1, aged eighty-one. They had
four children; our subject, the eldest; Carl, on
the old homestead in I1linois; Elizabeth, living
with him; and Margaret Deitrich, living near
Harrington. Our subject grew up in his na
tive countn' and was educated in the schools•
there. When of proper age he took his place
in the regular army and served for five years.
Then, in April, 188o, he came to the United
States and selected the farm where the father

located in Fayette county, Illinois. In the
~pring of 1882, he cam~ to Dakota, but not lik.
mg the country I.l1ade hIS way farther west I
was July, when he arrived in Cheney and so' 1:
was he pleased with the country that he los~ve
time in selecting his present place and fil

no

a homestead. Since that time, Mr. Brug~ng
has devoted himself to the improvement of t
farm and has made it a valuable place. Havin~
no. means he.was forced to wor~ out for wages
to Improve hIS place but he contmued with good
success and has now much to show for his
work. \Vhen Mr. Brugger came here the COUll.

try was largely a vast prairie unbroken by set.
tlell)ent and he had the choice of the land. He
secured a fine piece and the transformation of
these great prairies to wheat fields has all taken
place since he located.

On April 8, 1888, at Sprague, Mr. Brugger
married Miss Rosina Muller, a native of Swit.
zerland. Mrs. Brugger has one brother, John,
near Harrington. To our subject and his wife
seven children have been born, John, Albert,
Anna, Robert, Freedie, \Valter and Lizzie. The
family are all members of the, Evangelical
church and are devoted supporters of the faith.
~Mr. Brugger expects to spend the remainder of
his days in this country and believes it to be

'one of the choicest he has ever seen.

•••

GEORGE M. HUCK is one of the large
land owners of Lincoln county and withal a
prosperous and wealthy stockman. He resides
about five miles northwest from Earl on an
estate of sixteen hundred acres which is de
voted entirely to pasture and hay. He is one of
the younger men of the county and has brought
to bear a wealth of enthusiasm in his labors the
result of which has given him his present gratl'
fying holding in land and stock.. .

George M. Huck was born in Racme coun·
ty, \Visconsin, on June 14, 1871, the SO\O£

Michael and Magdalene Huck. The mot er
died while our subject was young. The fatheriwho was born in Buffalo, New York, and I\'~
to Canada came to \Visconsin and after IS

wife's death in 1879, came on to the JO~ D~~
valley Oregon. In the spring of I 3, k
.' . nd too aJourneyed thence to Lmcoln county a ock
homestead. His energies were. given to st
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, ' g and he has purchased land in additionnIsIn .
I · homestead untIl he now owns an estate of

to liS, h' h' . I
ty' t,"O hundred acres w IC IS entire ytwen -

'" ed for pasture and hay. At the present
utI IZ d d . h h C I't' e he is on an exten e trIp t raug a 1-

/%ia and the East. George M. Huck remained
.0 the east attending school at the old home
l~ace in Wisconsin until 1887, when he came
Pith his father to Lincoln county. He has la
~red in conjunction with, his father ever since
and they have some fine bands of well bred
stock besides other property. The land lies
along Lake creek and is provided with abund
ance of water for all purposes.

l\1r. Huck has never seen fit to launch out
on the uncertain sea of matrimony yet is one
of the substantial and highly respected men of
the section. .

•••
.

LUCIUS B. EDDY is one of the wealthy
stockmen of Lincoln county and resides about
fourteen miles west from Davenport. He "'as
born on February 18, 1869, in \Vayne county,
Iowa, the son of John Shirley and Mercy (But
ton) Eddy, natives of 1\ew York. The paternal
ancestors were dwellers in the colonies and
fought for American independence, One of
them was Governor Shirley of Massachusetts.
The parents are living in Chautauqua county,
:\ew York at the present time. Our subject
has two brothers and one sister; Eugene, born
April 3, 1878, married and li\'ing with our sub
Ject; Martin c., born in 188 I; Almira, born
in 1884, Lucius B. \"ent with his parents from
Iowa to New York and there received his edu
cation in the public and normal schools. He
was well trained for teaching although he never
followed that avocation, In March, 1889, he
came west to Lincoln county and for a time
worked out. Later, he took a homestead and
followed farming; being inclined towards hand
~ng stock, he began breeding horses in 1894.

hree years later, he bought his present place
and removed here in 1898 He now owns about I

three thousand acres, all' under fence and de-
vat d 'e entIrely to pasture and hay. He handles
a gre.at many first class draft horses at the pres
~t tI.me, making a specialtv of that line. The

nghsh shire are the kind- with which he has
the best success. Mr. Eddy has a large barn.
gOOd residence, and other buildino-s besides all

'"

equipments for handling a large stock and hay
farm.

Fraternally, he is a member of the A, F. &
A. M. of Davenport. He remarks that when he
first came to the Big Bend country, his means
were exceedingly limited. He has so wisely
handled the resources in his hands here that be
has become a well to do stockman. He has also
gained the esteem and confidence of his fellows.
It was upon Mr. Eddy's farm that the noted
outlaw, Tracy, gave up his life, a full account
'of which will appear in another ponion of this
work.

•••

BENJAMIN F. HURLEY is to be classed.
as one of the earliest pioneers in Lincoln county.
Since those days of deprivation and hardship,
he has continued steadily here manifesting an
industry and wisdom commendable in a high
degree. His labors have largely been turned to
stock raising in which enterprise, he has
achieved a good success. He resides about
twelve miles west from Da\'enport, where he
owns an estate of over t\\·o thousand acres de
"oted to hay and pasture.

Benjamin F. was born in Carroll county,
Arkansas, on February 1I, 1854, the son of
Isaac and Sarah A. (Beck) Hurley. The
mother was born in \Vayne county, Kentucky,
the daughter of Preston and ~-1ary A. Beck,
natives of Kentucky. The father \\'as a native
of Missouri. In the. spring of 1868. he bought
out an ox team com'eyance and brought his
family across the dreary plains to Humboldt
county, Nevada, consuming fi"e months in the
journey. They remained there until the fall of
1869, when they pushed on to Plumas county,
California, and there settled upon a ranch,
which his father had acquired on a former visit
to California. The family resided on this place
until 1873. \\·hen the fatller was called
hence by death. Our subject grew up in the
western home. recei\'ing good training from the
common schools, supplemented by a course in
Christian college at College City, California.
In the spring of 1882, he went to work for
\Vells-Fargo & Company in San Francisco. In
the course of the following year, he went to Lin
coln county being one of the earliest settlers of
the county. At first he bought railroad land,
then in 1884, took a homestead and commenced
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breeding stock. He handled cattle and horses
until the last few years when he has given en
tire attention to cattle alone. His large estate
furnishes both pasture for the summer and hay
for the winter for his stock and he turns off a

•
large bunch each year. He also owns property
in Davenport. Mr. Hurley's mother came to
Lincoln county with them and was the keeper
of his house until her death on October, 23,
1892 .

On July 16, r903, occurred the marriage of
Mr. Hurley and Mrs. Ellen (Kals) Oligher, a
native of Dodge county, Vv'isconsin. She came
to California with her parents in 1870 and lived
in Yolo county. The year r 884 marks
the date of her settlement in Lincoln
county. NIr. Hurley deserves to be com
mended on the excellent labors he has
performed in this section as well as the
interest he has taken in political and other af
fairs, being ahvays a progressive and substan
tial man.

•••

ROBERT EARL is one of Lincoln coun
ty's retired farmers who has well earned the en
joyment he is now taking through years of la
bor pre\'iously. He resides just south of Earl
postoffice where he has a nice estate \vell im
proved.

Robert Earl \Vas born in Illinois, on .-\pril
30, 1835, the son of Joseph and Margaret (Gib
son) Earl, natives of England and Ohio, re
spectively. The father came to the United
States "'hen a bov and settled in Ohio where he

•
was married. Later, he mm'ed to Illinois where
our subject remained, being the youngest of
twelve children, three of whom are living. The
other two are Joseph, and Mrs. Ellen Vaughn.
In the spring of 1845, his father prepared con
veyances and started across the plains to the
Pacific coast. In Des Moines, Iowa, he was
taken sick and ten days later died. The eldest
son of the children then took charge of the
teams and brought the mother and the balance
of the family with a train of one hundred
wagons to The Dalles, Oregon, then they jour
neyed down the Columbia in canoes and win
tered near Portland. In the spring of 1846,
they went to what is now Linn county, Oregon,
the mother being the first white woman to cross
the Santiam river. She died in April, r850.

Our subject followed various occupations in the
Wllhamette valley and also did consider bl
mining. In 1849, he and three brothers \Ven~ e
California and so often did he travel the r t~
between the Williamette valley and Califo~~a
that he could borrow a sack of flour from any f
the residents along the way, they knew him ~o
well.

, On October r6, 1852" Mr. Earl married
MISS Lourena Powell, a native of Illinois. Her
parents, Elder John A. and Savillia (Smith)
Powell, were prominent church workers the
father, being a minister of the Christian church
for years. Mrs. Earl is the seventh of a family
of ten children. Those living are named as
follows: Franklin S., Steuben F., Henry C,
and Mrs. Mary Propst. All are members of the
Christian church. Mrs. Earl came with her par
ents to Linn county, Oregon, in 185 I, making
the journey across the plains with ox teams.
The parents remained in the valley until their
death.. Mrs. Earl made nearly the entire trip
across the plains on horseback. In the fall of
r879, Mr. Earl went to the Rogue river coun
try and later to California where he assisted to
plant fifteen hundred acres to crops. In the fall
of r882, he came with teams overland to Lin
coln county, settling on a homestead. Very
few people were in the territory now embraced
in Lincoln county at that time and Mr. Earl
knows well what it is to follow the life of the
pioneer. \Vith t,,'o sons, he at once began
farming and the three now own a section of
land. A good portion of the land is under cul
tivation and producing wheat. Mr. Earl has
fine horses, plenty of water and a beautiful
grove of shade trees and other improvements.
To Mr. and Mrs. Earl the following named
children have been born; Savilla, wife of L. L.
Cooley, living near Tekoa, \Vashington; Altha
J., wife of John Pope of California; Annetla~
deceased; Lydia A., wife of Edgar Wells ot
California' Minnie R. wife of Charles 1. Hotal
ing; Willi;m M. ; H~nry \\T., deceased; Joseph
L. of Low, Idaho; and Earnest L. .

Mr. Earl established the Earl postoffice I~
1887 and was himself the postmaster for a gOO

. t'n edu-
many years. He has been promll1en I d'-
cational work and his name is given to the r~s_
trict, postoffice and voting precinct. .In ~tn~
cal matters he has always been actll'e, h'
allied with 'the Republican party. He and \s
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, are devout members of the Christian
wIfe d are upright people. In the fall of
1urch an '0cI they took an extended tnp through re-

1903'alld' especially in the W I1lamette valley
~on tl . had not been for twenty-four years.'
\I'here ley

•••

COOK SAMUELS is residing in Harring
ton and is handling a prosperous dray and trans
. business, He was born on January 14,
ter M' 'I f
8- 'n Marion county, Issoun, t 1e son 0

I J9, I ,. A ( C ) S
Judge John J. and .H~r~lett . arson am-

1 natives of VlrgJ11Ia. The father was a
ue s, . d . I' t'ninent educator and Ju ge 111 11S sec Ion
;~~I was personally acquainted with Sto~ewall
Jackson. He always took an actIve part 111 th.e
affairs of the state and in political matters untIl

h's death which was December 26, 1895. He
1, H''as then aaed seventy-six. IS ancestors were

:mong the"' earliest settlers of Virgin!a. The
mother died on February 9, 1898, bell1g a~ed
serenty-six. Mr. Samuels has the followll1g
brothers and sisters, Neal, Dr. Lynn, Joh~,
Mark, Byrd, Virginia, deceased, Mrs. An11le
Inlow Mrs. Maggie Claggett, Mrs. Sarah Cow
herd ~nd Mattie. The latter is teaching in the
Rea:dan schools and makes her home with our
subject. Byrd is a twin brother of our subject
and is now in the employ of the Southern Pa
cific at Tucson Arizona. He was a pioneer, .
of Lincoln county and taught for sometIme
here. Mr. Samuels grew up on a farm in Mis
souri and received his education from the com
mon schools. In 1883, with his twin brother,
he went to Phoenix, Arizona. Later, he re
turned to Missouri and in the spring of 1887,
journeyed to the Sacramento valley, California.
The same year he came to Umatilla county,
Oregon, and in January, 1888, landed in Lin
coln county, Washington. He traded his watch
for the relinquishment of a homestead right on
afine quarter, four miles west from Harrington.
He added eighty acres more by purchase and
there followed farming until 1891 in which year
he sold his entire property, moving to Harring
ton, He erected several dwelling houses and
engaged in the dray and transfer business. His
property is well rented and he is among the
prosperous men of the county. In the spring
of 1904, Mr. Samuels accepted the position of
road overseer on a territory eight miles by

22

twelve and he attends to this business in addi
tion to his affairs in town.

Mr. Samuels is a member of the A. F. & A.
M., the I. O. O. F., belongs to the Encampment,

.is a representative to the grand lodge, and D. D.
G. M. of lodge 160, is a member of the Rebek
ahs, the Eastern Star and the W. W. Mr.
Samuels is also deputy game warden and con
stable. He is one of the substantial men of the
county and his labors entitle him to be classed
as one of the pioneers and builders of the
county.

•••

JOHN H. MULLER. When John H.
Muller located on his present place, about one
mile southwest from where Harrington now
stands, there was no Harrington, no Daven
port, and very few settlers in the entire terri
tory now embraced in Lincoln county, which
organization then had no being. \Vithout a
stove to cook on, with the sky for a canopy, this
sturdy settler located and began the work of
bringing a fertile farm from the wilds then
abounding. Coyotes were familiar neighbors
and the chirruping prairie dog would whirl into
his hole as the human intruder walked by.
Nature, with all her wilful ways, gave no en
couragement to the frontiersman and his task
seemed a thankless one, to open the door for
civilization and its attendants to enter these
vast prairies of wealth. Mr. Muller was a man
of strong determination and he at once went to
work at \vhatever he could find, being en1ployed
the first winter by the government in building
improvements at Fort Spokane. Little by little
he crept ahead and from the dugout to the cabin
then into the new house, he moved and slO\vly
the various buildings and improvements needed
were erected and now, one sees a valuable es
tate of seven hundred acres, four Hundred
planted to vrheat and the balance used for pas
ture, provided with every convenience needed
and productive of handsome yearly dividends.
He also owns a quarter section four miles west
from Spokane. All this is the result of the
wise management and industrious labors of our
subject.

In the Canton of Berne, Switzerland, on the
twelfth day of February, 1855, it was an
nounced to John U. Muller that a son was born
to his wife, Elizabeth. The infant was named



•••

DELBERT LEROY AMON resides about
three miles west from Downs and there o\yns
a fine estate of one half section. The same is
well improved with good buildings. orchard.
wells. and so forth. It is in a high state of
culti\'ation and is handler each year by tenants.
Mr. Amon de\'otes his attention to other thing-s
and oversees his property. He was born in

John H., and grew bright and active. At the
proper age he was sent to the parochial schools
and there learned the ins and outs of the pri
mary training necessary for the youth who
would master their own language and the ele
ments of learning. John H. had a half brother,
Christian Luginbuhl, who now lives in Spo
kane: one brother, J. \V., in l\/Iarion county,
Oregon; and one sister, now Mrs. Rosina Brug
ger, d\yelling near Harrington. His parents
han since departed this sphere. \Vhen seven
teen young Muller decided to come to the Uni
ted States, and with him a decision was para
mount to the execution, so in 1872, we find him
in Ohio employed at general work. Four years
later, he went to Marion county, Oregon, and in
the fall of 1879, he located at ,Walla \Valla. It
\yas in the fall of 1880, that Mr. Muller came
to what is now Lincoln county and located a
timber culture claim. He labored at tie mak
ing in Idaho and at other occupations to fur
nish means for the necessities of life and finally
was able to give his \\'hole attention to the farm,
and his success has placed him among the well
to do men of the county.

o

On Christmas day, 1889, Mr. Muller mar-
ried Miss Theresia, the daughter of John and
Theresia Rohrer, and a native of Switzerland.
where also the parents were born. The mother
died in 'her natiye country but the father came
to America and settled in Spokane in 1882.
where he died in 1899. Six children have been
born to this union, John'U., Emma G., Otto
G., Hulda. Maud M., and Josephine E. Mr.
Muller and his \yife belong to the E\·angelical
church and are worthv citizens. The home es-

o

tate is pleasantly situated on Coal creek which
furnishes water for all purposes of the ranch. '
Mr. Muller is to be congratulated on his excel
lent work and is justly entitled to enjoy the
fruits of his success.
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Sublimity, Marion county, Oregon, on F b
ary 15, 187 I, the son of William Rand E

e
ru·

eD
. . UnIce

ownmg) Amon. The mother was a I
. f C d P re a·tlve 0 ommo are erry and her ancest

. 'hR I' orswere promment 111 t e evo utlon. She era d'
h I , h 'I' SSet e p ams w en a glr and dIed in Orego '

. nlU1872 • The father: was born 111 Clark cou t.
Missouri, and crossed the plains with ox ten),
. '8 H I I' M . ams
III I .54. e ocate( 111 anon county, Oregon
a~~ I.n 187 I came east of the mountains to th~
VICllllty of Athena and there did farming. Dur.
ing the Indian troubles of 1878, he was in the
midst. The family had to go to Weston for
safety. In 1889, he removed his family to
where DO\\'l1s is now located and bought three
sections of railroad land, which he placed under
cultivation. Location was made in the month
of July. Later he bought two sections more
and his attention was occupied in handling this
vast estate and in raising stock. In 1890, how.
ever, he bought the only store in Harrington
which he sold later. In 1899, Mr. Amon,
senior, sold all his property in the Big Bend
country and retired to 'Waitsburg, Washington,
where he resides now. He has \'ast interests in
different localities and his time is occupied in
overseeing his property. His ancestors were
from Maryland and were prominent in the
Revolution. In 1854, when his older brother,
Sylvester Amon was crossing the plains. he
was murdered by the Indians. It occurred on
the Snake river and was in the \Vard massacre.
Our subject has the following named half
brothers and half sisters. Mrs. Addie Strickler,
HO\\'ard, Mrs. Emma Strickler, Alfred, Will·
iam, Annie and Ruth. He has one brother,
James Ralph, who dwells in Seattle. Our sub
ject grew up in Umatilla county and after reo
ceiving a good training from the common
schools, he went to the \Villamette UniverSity
and completed a course there. He came to the
Big Bend when his father did and for five
years he gave his attention to teaching. After
ward, he bought land and has impro,:ed It to
its present high state of cultivation, beSIdes pro
viding all the necessary equipment and bUlldtngs

i needed. :Water is piped into the house and th~
I place is one of value and a comfortable rura

abode.
A mar-On November 20, 1901, Mr. - 1110n d

ried Miss Agnes, the daughter of Thomas: th
Jane (Boyd) Kerr. The parents were
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b
in Ireland. The mother is deceased, but

orn . H' 1\". Athe father lives m arnngton. mrs. man
. born in Manchester, England, and

\las . bid .
I the followmg rot lers an SIsters,
las W'II' dA'Thomas J., Margaret, 1 1~]11, an nme.
To Mr. and Mrs. Amon one' chIld has been born,
:\Jargaret A. While ~r. Amon has don~ well
fanning. he is now retl~ed from that, owmg to
poor health, and rents· hIs estate. HIs atten.tlon
's dirided among other matters and espeCIally
:0 the endeavor to recuperate his health.

• ••

D. C. HANSEl\' is engaged in the real es
tate. loaning and fire and life insurance business
in the town of Downs, Lincoln county, \Vash
ilJO'ton. He was born August 25. 1866, in Bred
st~dt. Germany, and was christened in the
Lutheran church II·ilh the name of Detlef Kris
tian. His father's name is Peter Broder Han
sen. and was born at the same place as was our
subject, II·ith I\'hom he is nOIY Ii I,ing at Downs.
The mother's name was Margaret Doretas
(Siel'erdsen) Hansen. l\1r. Hansen has one
brother. Kritian Detlef. who also makes Downs
his home.

D. C. Hansen at the age of six years, was
taken by his parents to live in Flensburg, Ger-·
man\'. and received a fair common school edu-

•

cation. During a part of his early life he
l\'Orked on a farm in his native country for a
\\'age of sixteen dollars per year, and in 1882
an uncle, who was at the time Ii ving in Iowa,
sent him money with which to come to the Uni
ted States. He left Germany on April 16,
1882, and arrived on May 17 of the same year,
at Ogden. Boone county, Iowa. \Vhile in Iowa
Mr, H~nsen worked for fifty cents a day, and in
the spnng of 1887 he went to Martin county,
Ml11nesota, where he purchased a quarter-sec
lion of land at seven dollars and seventy-five
cents per acre, and engaged in famling. \""hile
on thiS farm our subject suffered a'sunstroke
and was compelled to abandon the occupation,
SO he Irent to Maynard Minnesota in 1898and th ' , ,
I ere engaged in the \vood and coal and
ater in tl lb' '
D Ie um er busmess. He came to

O\\,ns W h'
f II ' .as II1gton, on August 8 1902. and
o Owed th I be' .'sold e um rbusmess, whIch he later
purs~~n~~ke up the occupation which he is now

The home of Mr: Hansen is one of the best
in the town of Downs; he also owns one of the
choicest business corners and has a neat and
comfortable office. In addition he owns several
lots and houses as an investment. He has fortv-,

five acres of choice land adjoining the town,
upon which he has the best of modem improve
ments, and which is one of the choicest small
homes in the vicinity. He keeps some cattle
and horses, farm implements, chickens,
etc. Mr. Hansen has in addition to this, six
hundred and forty acres of land near Downs
and a quarter section of timber land south of
Roseburg, Oregon.

Mr. Hansen has provided for his family in
case of his taking off, by joining the ~1. W. A.,
in which he is insured, and by carrying a policy
in an old line insurance company.

On December 25, 1889, in Fairmont, Minne
sota, occurred the marriage of D. C. Hansen
and Mary Mickow, daughter of Christian and
Elizabeth Mickow, the former dead and the
latter living in Minnesota, to which state Mrs.
Hansen came as a child, from Germany. To
this union have been born four children, \Vil
helm P. H., Anna F., Harman, and Ida.

Mr. Hansen has one sister, Mrs. Ida Barker,
living in North Dakota.

•••

MARSHALL R. SMITH is a prosperous
farmer residing two miles north from Downs.
He is a native of Washington county, Ne
braska, born on January 15, 1869, and is the
eldest of a family of eight children. all of whom,
with one exception, are now living. His father
was engaged in the livery business in the town
of Blair, Nebraska, and it was in this town that
the boyhood and young manhood of our sub
ject was spent in assisting his father in the
management of the barn when not in school.
In about the year 1894 he went to Fargo, North
Dakota, where he remained about two years.
On January 23, 1896, Mr. Smith was married
to Miss l\1ay Allen, a native of Lafayette coun
ty, \Visconsin, and daughter of Alonzo and Jo
hanna (Michelson) Allen. Mrs. Smith's fa
ther was born in Indiana, was a soldier during
the Rebellion and is now a farmer of Wiscon
sin. Her mother is dead.

Mr. and Mrs. Smith came to Lincoln coun-
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ty, practically without means, during August,
1897, and immediately both procured work in
the harvests, 1\'lr. Smith working in the field
and his wife cooking for the harvesting crew,
of which he was a member. The following
year they rented a small farm anc! succeeded in
clearing a little money from their crop, with
which to make a small payment on their present
farm, which they purchased the same year.
They now have three hundred and twenty acres
of choice grain land in cultivation, and im
proved with a new seven-room modern house,
barns, windmill, orchard, etc. He also
has a full equipment of machinery and horses.
The dwelling house is situated directly on a
country road and convenient to good market
for all their produce.

Marshall R. Smith is the son of James and
Sarah C. (Benner) Smith, nati\'es respectively
of Indiana and Iowa. The father, upon the out
break of the Civil \Var, enlisted \vith the
T\\'elfth .:Vlissouri Cavalry, a member of Com
pany 1\1, and sen'ed during the entire struggle.
He was in the thickest of a great many bloody
battles and acquitted himself with credit and
honor on every occasion when put to the test.
He was gi\'en an honorable discharge after the
war. Just prior to the war he remO\'ed to the
state of Missouri, and he is no\v living in Oma
ha, X ebraska, at the age of sixty-four years.
The mother is still li\'ing, and in point of age,
is ten years her husband's junior.

Mr. Smith is a member of the I. O. O. F.,
and also of the Encampment.

Great credit is due both Mr. Smith and his
energetic and faithful helpmate for the prog
ress they have made since coming to the Big
Bend. As has been stated, they had no means
when coming here, in truth, Mr. Smith hac!
only seven dollars, and was in debt ten dollars
in the east, which debt, however, was soon paid.
All they have has been gained by incessant and
intelligent effort on the part of both, but they
are now situated so that the hardest of their
struggle is over.

• ••

RUSSELL WARWICK is a farmer of
Mohler, Washington. He is a native of An
derson county, Tennessee, born August 12,

1849, the son of Calaway and Mary (Petree)
Warwick. The father died in Linn county,

Oregon, in 1874, and the mother, who'
!nvalid, is now living at Dayton, Washin~o~n
111 her seventy-seventh year. '

Mr. \Varwick grew to manhood on a f
. 1" d arm
111 liS native Slate, an was there married

I .-\pril 5, 1869, to Nancy Foster, daughter ~~
I !--en and Rhoda Foster, both of whom are iiI"

I11g I~ Tennessee, aged respectl\'ely, eighty.six
and eIghty-four years.

Our subject and his \\'ife, with the family
of his parents, came to Linn county, Oregon,
by \\'ay of San Francisco and Portland in
the spring of 1874, during which year there ~vas
a colony of about sixty persons came to that
county from Tennessee. They arrived in Linn
county in June, and the father of our subject
died during the following August. Mr. War.
wick settled on a farm, and during February
of the following year he lost his wife by death.
Mrs. \Varwick left two motherless children,
\\'illiam Rufus and Elijah, the last named of
\\'hom died in Dayton, l\O\'ember, 188J. In
the spring of 1881 Mr. \\'ar\\'ick came to Day·
ton, \ Vashington, \\'here he worked for wages
one year and farmed for the same length of
time, then came to Lincoln county in the fall of
1883, Here he took a homestead three miles
north from where Mohler is no\\' situated, He
'came to his present home in 1899. When he
took his homestead he was in debt !\VO hundred
dollars, and his personal property consisted of
a team and wagon. He now has, free from al~
incumbrance, four hundred and eighty acres ot
choice land and his son, Rufus has a quarter, .

section, making in all six hundred and forty
acres which they farm conjointly. The land
adjoins the town of ::\tohler, is well improved 111

every respect, and is one of the choicest farms,
both as regards quality of soil and location,
there is to be found in the Big Bend. .

The son Rufus, is married, his wife's malden
name having been Genevie \\·-hite, and has
two children, Roy L. and Alice. ,

Mr. \Vanll-'ick was married a second tll11e.
on April 18 1888 to Eliza White, which union

" "1 Ever·has been blessed with three children, 1\' oss
ett Madison Lovell, and Calaway Clifford,

, . h rch
The family belongs to the Baptist c u :ek

M War"'lThe brothers ,a~d sisters of r, ~.[rs.
are James T \Vllham G" Columbus c., d. -, d an
Serilda J. Dickson Emerson E., decease, _

, 'I ne ex'
Judson, all residents of this state WIt 1 0
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•••

, the last named, who resides in Cali-
ceptJon, h ', Besides those w ose names are given,
fomla. . d' L' 0

brother Barton, die In Inn county, re-
one' Lo' M '11 d' dnd one sister, Mrs. Ulsa agl, Ie
gon, a . I' I . I d

Harrington leavmg two Itt e glr s an
near ' . d

OO)'s Anna Lmdsay, Emory, and A a.two , '
Mr. Wamick has. t~ken t.he last named boy and
. !'SJ'11 CT him glvmg him the same care andIsra" ' . '
adl'antages as he bestows upon his own chIl-

dren.

JOHN UKBEWUST has had one of the
most busy and eventful lives of any of the many
rugged pioneers of th~ Big Bend country. Born
on January I, 1858, In Luze.rne county, Penn
sylvania, he is now a promment and well-to
do farmer living four and one half miles south
from Harrington. His father, Valentine U n
bewust, was born and reared in Germany, and
died in Pennsylvania, in 1860, aged forty-four
years. His mother was Catherine E. Unbe
\\'ust, a native of Germany, who died in Penn
syh'ania in 1875, being at the time of her death
in her fifty-sixth year. The parents of our sub
ject had been parents of nine children, only two
of whom are now living, our subj eet and a
brother, Adam, near Moscow, \¥ashington.
Until arri\'ing at the age of fifteen Mr. Unbe
wust worked about the coal mines of his native
state, then engaged to run an engine in a fac
tory. Afterwards he learned the trade of black
smith, which trade he has followed more or less
during all the subsequent years of his life. In
the spring of 1877 he went to Yolo county, Cali
fornia, where he did blacksmithing for some
years, then went to San Francisco, where he
engaged in the vocation of the bar-tender in a
saloon. This latter business. however, he fol
lowed only five months when he became so thor
oughlydisgusted with the entire traffic in liquor
In all lts details that he changed forever his
OccupatIon, and at the same time permanently
eschewed all use of intoxicating drinks in any
form and also the use of tobacco. From that
t'lme henceforth he has been a total abstainer.
Aft~r leaving the barroom he returned to work
at IllS trade in Yolo City, and in the spring of
1883 returned to his old home in Pennsylvania
Where he worked in the blacksmith shops of a
raIlroad f b . f .or a ne space of tIme.

On May 6, 1883, Mr. Unbewust was mar-

ried to Catherine Elizabeth Smith, born in
Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, December 4,
1858. She was the daughter of John and Eliza
beth Smith, whose deaths occurred respectively
in 1862 and 1902. In June, following their
wedding, Mr. and Mrs. Unbewust came to Yolo
county, where both worked during the harvest
season, he in the field and his wife as cook for
a heading crew. In September, 1883, they
came to Sprague, vVashington, where Mr. Un
bewust worked as a blacksmith in the car shops.
He also took a homestead at the time of coming
here, and worked for a year and a half to earn
money with which to make improvements on
his land. He built a small cabin, one half of
which served as a living house and the other
half as a shop wherein he did a considerable
amount of work for his neighbors. Later, he
again followed his trade in Sprague for a num
ber of months, after which he worked in the
:Walla \¥alIa harvest fields and elsewhere in
order to keep up the improvements of his home
stead. He then started in farming on a small
scale, but, as he had never had any experience
at that business, and since all the elements of
nature seemed to militate against him, he suf
fered great hardships and met poor success until
the year 1897, when he had a good crop, re
ceived a high price, and nearly succeeded in
clearing himself of a seventeen hundred dollar
debt. The following y'ear he rented several
hundred acres of land, which he farmed with
success, in fact every year since that time hat
found him more prosperous and successful thar.
its predecessor. Since the year 1900 he has
been cultivating two whole sections of land.
He now owns four hundred and eighty acres of
his own, all well improved, having a modern
house, first class outbuildings, water system,
orchard and so forth. He has also a large num
ber of live stock, and some especially well-bred
horses.

Mr. Unbewust is a member of the Harring
ton lodge, Knights of Pythias, and is one of the
leading citizens of his county.

The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Unbe
wust are Catherine E., deceased, Elizabeth D.,
Anna Martha, Christine, Georgia A., and Mary
E.

Mr. Unbewust may well feel a pride in the
fact of his signal success in Lincoln county
against such overwhelming adversity as men-
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aced him during his early years in the agricul
tural business, and which has been overcome
only by his indomitable energy and determina
tion to make a success of the life he chose to
follow. He was reared in the Lutheran faith
and has worked for the advancement of all that
tends to benefit mankind. Being progressive,
he cast his first vote for the success of the Re
publican party. He is a deep thinker and no\v,
as things progress, he is feeling bound to in
vestigate the claims of Socialism.

• ••

THOMAS]. JOHNSON is a prosperous
farmer residing three miles southeast from Har
rington. Born in Clark county, Missouri, Feb
ruary 15, 1855, he was the son of James and
Ellen E. (Butts) Johnson, both nati\'es of Ken
tucky. The father was an early pioneer of
Clark county, and in 1878 he removed to Santa
Cruz county, California, where he made his
home until his death in 1899, aged at the time
eighty-three years. The mother lived to be
fifty-three years, \vhen she died in Clark county,
Missouri, in 1877.

The brothers and sisters of our subject are,
Robert, John, ~Irs. Margaret P. Crutcher. ~Irs.

Mary Hayes, Mrs. Martha Kenoyer, \Villiam I

B., Amanda F. Tmsley, and Andrew]. The'
family originally comprised thirteen children. I

Mr. Johnson grew to maturity in the state I
of his birth, and in the spring of 1877 \\'ent to i
Illinois, whence the following year he went !

west by way of Cheyenne to the Black Hills
country in South Dakota. Here he tried "'ith
poor success to farm until 1892, "'hen he came
to Davenport, \Vashington. So discouraging
had been his success that he was compelled to
borrow seventy-five dollars with which to get
out of the country, only twenty cents of which
he had upon his arrival at Da\'enport. After
coming to this county 1\1r. Johnson, his wife and
the children, who were old enough went to work
for wages, and thus lived through the hard
times. After two years, or to be exact, in 1894.
Mr. Johnson purchased his present home of a
quarter section of choice grain land. His cir
cumstances were so poor that he purchased the
land all on time, giving a mortgage on the land
as security. He farmed the place with poor I
success until 1897, since which year he has con-

tinued to gain, until he now has in his
name four hundred and eighty acres of as OWn
land as the Big Bend has to offer. The 1}~Od
all cultivated, well improved and is altoO'~h IS
a most desirable farm. Mr. Johnson also"o er

wns
three hundred and twenty acres of pasture 1 d
on Coal creek, all of which he has fenced and
stocked with well bred cattle and horses. an

On Decem?er 21" 1881, Mr. Johnson was
marrIed to JOSHi: E. Northrup, a native of Sus
sex county, New Jersey, and daughter of Jo
seph and Ella (\Vard) Northrup, the former
now a resIdent of Clark county, Missouri the
latter being dead. '

To this union have been born twelve chil
dren; Ellen E., wife of Henry Gunning, of
Reardan; Samuel ]., marrIed to Viola Adams,
at Reardan; Lawrence, deceased; Ethel G
Edith F., William H., R. B. Franklin, Alonz~
E., Lulu c., Gladys M., Estella M., and Bertha
L.

Mrs. Johnson has one brother, Ellsworth jl.
Northrup, of California.

•••
HARRY OCHS resides in the to\\'n of

Harrington. He is a native of Prussia, born
December 19, 1854, the son of Sebastian and
Martha Ochs, and was reared tor the 1110st part
in Frankfort, Germany. After receiving his
education, he ser\'ed for three years in the Ger
man army, finishing the same in the latter part
of 1879. So well had he done his duty that he
was qualified for an officer's position and had
he remained, he would have been promoted.

In 1880 he came to the United States and
direct to California in which state he worked,
at various occupations until coming to Lincoln
county, \Vashington, in 1884. where he took a
homestead. He came to the country wIthout
means al{cl was compelled to work for wages
in order to make the improvements reqUIred by
law upon his land. His claim lay two and one
half miles south of the present site of Mohler,
which vicinity was .very thinly peopled at tha~
time. He went to \Valla \Valla two seasons t
work in the harvest fields, and at other times
worked for various farmers in the Big Bend: d

During the spring of 1900 he was m~:n~f
to Mrs. Emma (McCallup) Owen, a natl\~,
llIinois. who came to Lincoln county tw \e

•
years since.
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After his marriage he devoted his entire
, to his personal farming operations, and in

tune I ' k h
I 'no- endured n'1any hards lIpS to rna e t e

SoCOI", "hl'
b

' ess pay However, times WIt 11m soon
USln ,' ,

, roved and by dmt of relentless effort and
Imp, d d . I' f

gy he has 5uccee e m accumu atmg our
ener . ' I d II fl' h '(ons of chOIce gram an ,a 0 W lIC IS
~~t:vated and improved according to the meth-

I of the best up-to-date farmers. He has
ocs . f fi Iod buildings on hIS arm, a rst c ass \vater
~:stem and ten acres of orchard. In fact, it is
~le of the best improved farms in the country.
He also has a handsome modern home in Har
rington, where he is now living. .In addition
to this home he owns several chOIce lots and
three o-ood tenament houses in the city.

M~, Ochs has two step-cildren, Edith and
Grace Owen; and two others, issues of the mar
riage of Mr. and Mrs. Ochs; Martha E. and
Harry L.

Mr. Ochs is a member of the Lutheran
church, and considered to be one of the best
citizens in the town of Harrington.

•••
BARVE PATTY is engaged in the black

smith business in Harrington. He was born
December 27, 1871, in Carroll county, Arkan
sas, and was the son of J aim and Mary (Bal
lard) Patty. The father was born in Roane
county, Tennessee, remO\'ed when young to
Arkansas, and served in 'the C nion army dur
ing the Rebellion for four years. He was en
gaged in many of the most se\'~re battles of the
\I'ar, and was always to be relied upon as a
soldier brave and true. His father, our sub-
, ,
Ject S grandfather, was Jesse Patty. a captain
during the Mexican \Var. -:VIr. Pattv's mother
was born in Cooper county, Missouri.

The parents of Mr. Patty, out of nine chil
dren born to them. reared a family of eight.
In the spring of 1884 the family came to Union
county, Oregon, and remained in the Grande
Ronde valley until the spring of 1886, when
they came to Lincoln countv. Here the father,
~k a pre-emption claim t~n miles sonth from

arnngton. Later the father sold his land and
~emoved to Kirkland, a small town of Puget

ound, where the mother died in the fall of
1902, whereupon the father returned to Lincoln
cOfu~ty,. where he now lives the greater portion
o hIS tlme.

Up to the time of their coming to Lincoln
county our subject remained with his parents.
He engaged in riding the range as a cowboy
and became known as one of the most expert
riders of wild horses in the north\vest. He
followed the business of horse-breaking for \\\'0

years, after which time he took a homestead in
Douglas county, \Vashington. Later he sold
this claim and a quarter-section of land which
he owned in Lincoln county, removed to Har
rington and engaged in the blacksmithing busi
ness, which he has since continued to fol1O\v
with success. He is an expert mechanic and
has the largest blacksmith business in the city,
keeping between four and seven smiths con
stantly employed in turning out his orders for
work. He does a general blacksmith and
wagon repairing business. He also has a hand
some home, and several lots in the town of Har
rington.

On September 28, 1895, Mr. Patty was mar
ried to Kate Curtis, a native of Dakota and
daughter of Reverend A. K. Curtis, who died
at Kirkland, Washington, and Catherine (Shoe
maker) Curtis, who is now living at Kirkland.
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis reared a familv of se\'en

, .
children, one'of whom, Professor J. D. Curtis,
is professor of mathematics in the Seattle high
school. Mrs. Patty is a professional musician,
and for several years preceding her marriage
taught piano in a conservatory in Seattle.

To Mr. and Mrs. Patty have been born three
children, Jesse Leon, Pearl, and Curtis Roy.

Mr. Patty is a member of the K. of P. lodge,
and both he anc\ his wife are members of the M.
E. church.

•••

HENRY STENDER came to Lincoln
county in 1884 with scarcely a dollar to his
name and filed a homestead claim on his pres
ent handsome farm, five miles southwest of
Davenport. At that time the present site of
Davenport was known as Cottonwood Springs,
and consisted of a hamlet of only a few scat
tering houses. 1\1 r. Stender experienced all the
adversities and hardships of pioneer life before
gaining a start through which he has become
one of the leading and most prosperous farmers
of his county. He now has five hundred and
twenty acres of land, one hundred and eighty
acres of which are fenced and under cultivation,
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improved by a fine residence, barn, and other
out buildings, and an excellent well and wind
mill from which water is conveyed through the
house and barn. He also raises stock to a con
siderable extent, having a herd of Dur.ham cat
tle, and horses with which to carryon the busi
ness of farming.

The birthplace of Henry Stender is Hol
stein, Germany, and he was born to Yokam and
Anna Stender, July 22, 1857. He has one
brother, Clouse, and one sister, Catharine, both
of Germany. He grew to manhood on a farm,
attaining a fair common school education, and
sailed from Hamburg to l\ew York in June,
1881. From New York he removed to Daven
port, Iowa, where he worked on a farm for a
brief time, then went to \Vinona, Minnesota,
whence he came to San Francisco in 1882.
From San Francisco he \Vent to the vicinity of
Stockton, California, \\'hich was his last home
prior to his coming to Lincoln county, \Vash
ington.

On May 14, 1896, Henry Stender was m;;r
ried to Olena Jensen, a native of Denmark, 'and
daughter of Peter N. and Anna Jensen. Her
father is now farming near Davenport.

Mrs. Stender came with her parents to the
United States during girlhood, settled in Iro
quois county, Illinois, and from there came tC'
Davenport in 1889. Her brothers and sisters
are, Christian, Louie, James, Christina, and
Mrs. Reka Turner. She has one half-brother,
Anderson. To Mr. a.nd Mrs. Stender, havt'
been born three children, \Varren H., Roy F.,
and Anna M.

The church home of the family is in the Lu
theran denomination.

• ••

RICHARD ASHTON HUTCHn';SON,
a pioneer of 1879. farmer, miner and dealer in
realestate, 514 South Arthur street. is a native
of Mississippi, born at Granc1 Gulf, February
14. 1853. His father \',as a cousin of Andrew
Jackson, a veteran of the Mexican war and a
strong anti-slavery man. He came north to
assist John Brown and located in Kansas.
Then resided in Colorado and again in Kansas.
In 1863 Richard. before his tenth birthday,
made his ,start in the world by being elected as
page of the terri toria] house the last time the

legislature met in the Golden City. After th
legislature adjo~rned, Geor~e Lane, the di~
rector of the Umted States mmt, appointed h'

. h D' 1ma messenger m t e enver mmt, which positi
he resigned to accept a place with W. H. Lov~~
land, a merchant. He later went to Topeka
Kansas, and spent a year in school ther'
Leaving school, he proceeded to his fat:l:r:~
place on the plains at Hays City. Here he
entered the office of the Hays City Advance
a lively sheet.. The editor being compelled t~

leave the t~wn m a hurry, the paper suspended.
Mr. Hutchmson then entered the service of th
United States government as courier against
the Cheyenne Indians and spent four years in
that service and in hunting buffalo and in dri,
ing Texas cattle. In 1872, the familv located
in Seattle where Richard A. was engaged in
coal mining and attended night school. On
May 20, 1879, he arrived in Spokane, accom
panied by his brother, \Villiam H .. and on
June 3. he and his brother located homesteads
near ~10ndovi, Lincoln county, upon \\hich
they lived for' seventeen years. \Vhen Spokane
countv \\'as cut off from Stevens countv he and• •

Colonel L. B. Nash,of Spokane. and C. S, Tab,
of Spangle. met at Marshall's mill (no\\' ~Ilar

shall Junction) and organized the Democratic
party by appointing a central committee, of
which Han. J. J. Browne was elected chairman

, an<;i Mr. Hutchinson secretary. Mr. Hutchin
son assisted in founding the town of Cheney.
He was elected the first county assessor of Spo
kane county, running six hundred ahead of his
ticket. but before his term of office expired
Lincoln county was created from a portion of
Spokane and his residence fell in Lincoln
county, so he resigned the assessor's office JI1

preference to leaving his homestead. He
was then appointed first assessor of Lincoln
county. In 1884, he was elected sheriff on
the Republican ticket by a large majority, but
on account of a hot county seat fight he lIas
illegally counted out. In 1886 he \\'as ap
pointed by the general government to t;ke
charge of the mills and general stores at Ne~
pelem and manage Chief Joseph and 1115 ban
of Nez Perces. then prisoners of war. He l11a~~
an efficient official. remaining there untIl Ju ~
I 1889 In 1886 he with others grubstake
", I the

the prospectors that discovered and locate( I
first quartz mines in Okanogan county and

h
1~

has since been interested in mining. He a
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f the United States census in Lincoln
charge? 181Y1 and was elected on the Republi-
county 10 ':t~' f hi', k t that year a member ate louse m
can ~~teelegislature, running six hundred ahe~d ,
thehs. t'cket. vVhile a member of the legls-
of IS I . k' f

I e took an active part m war mg or
lature, 1 , I b', eel ction of freIght rates, le emg a mem-
the r u 'I 8 h

f the railroad commIttee. n I 92 , e was
her 0 h Rbi'elected to the state senate on t e epu Ica.n
, k t running one thousand ahead of hIS

tiC e , ,. . f b' tl
ticket and winning the dlst~nctlOn a ell1g le

I . member of the precedmg house promoted
au \ ffi '1 8 6to the senate. He held the a ce ~ntt I 9 ,
wheu he moved to Spokane. He IS now en
gaged as a mining and real es~ate broker. Mr.
Hutchinson has a \\'1 fe and SIX chIldren; Bes
sie Ida Marita, Dean, Rachel and RIchard
A,: Jr. 'They are members of the Episcopal
church. Mr. Hutchinson is a member of the
K. of P., being first past chancellor of the old
est lodge in the state. He is also a member of
the A. O. U. \Y. and \Y. of \Y.

• ••

ABRAM J. THOl\IAS "'as born October
8,1859, in Washington county, Maryland, and
now lives on a farm three miles south of Daven
port. His father was Josiah Thomas, and is
mentioned in another portion of this work. The
elder Thomas, in about the year 1860, removed
to Keedysville, )'faryland, where he was a prom
inent man, and held'many city offices, among
which was the office of mavor. He was en--gaged in the butchering business there. He
died about seven years ago at the age of sixty
eight, and the mother Mary C. (Deaner)
Thomas, died in May, 1903, aged seventy
years.

Mr. Thomas was born on a farm but grew
to maturity in the town above mentioned, where
he received a: grammar school education and
learned the trade of painter. He followed his
trade about four years, and in the spring of
[882 came to Sacramento. California and fromth t ' .,
/ city to Woodland, where he worked for

Ire 111 a vineyard until the spring of 1887
\\"he h 'n e came to Lincoln county, \iVashington,
and purchased a half interest in the stock busi
ness of h' b
to C r IS. rather George. He then returned

L· a !forma and rented a vinevard returned to
1I1col· "

. n county 111 1889, and in August of that

year he purchased his present home comprising
eight hundred and fifty-nine acres of land. How
ever, he rented his farm and continued in the
gr.ape business until 1897. While in Califor
nia he was deputy assessor of Yolo county for
seven years.

In June, 19°1, he brought his family to Lin
coln county and assumed the management of
his farm, since which time he has been engaged
successfully in farming and raising stock. He
has excellent farm buildings, including one of
the best residence houses in the county, and his
improvements are all modern and up-to-date in
every particular. Besides his real estate here,
he owns a first class house, a bam and three
lots in the city of Woodland, California.

On November II, 1891, Mr. Thomas was
married to Alice Sharpnack, a native of Yolo
county, California, born near \Voodland, Sep
tember 25, 1863. She is the daughter of George
M. and Sarah A. (Stocks) Sharpnack, natives
respecti,'ely of Pennsylvania and Kentucky.
Her father came to the state of California about
the time of the first gold excitement, and was
one of the earliest pioneers of Yolo county. He
died in 1886, aged fifty-nine years. 11r5. Sharp
nack came to the state when a girl, and died
there aged fifty-nine, in 19°°. The bothers and
sisters of Mrs. Thomas are, Mrs. Frances :\1.
Clousen, John, Mrs. Lenore Pearl, and Henry,
all now living in California.

To Mr. and Mrs. Thomas have been born
t,vo children; 010 Vane, on November 4, 1892;
and Althe J., on October 22, 1894.

Mr. Thomas holds membership in the For
esters lodge, in \Voodland, California.

•••

WILLIAM H. BENDER is a prosperous
farmer residing eight miles south from Har
rington. He is a natiw of Stark county, Ohio,
born September 27, 1839, and ,vas the son of
John and Rachel (Young) Bender. The father
who was of German ancestry, was born in
Pennsylvania, and died in Indiana in the year
1884, aged eighty-three years. The mother was
born in Dublin, Ireland, and died in Stark coun
ty, Ohio.

William H. Bender is the eldest of a family
originally comprising eight children, seven of
whom are still living, all with the exception of
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himself. east of the Mississippi river. He grew
to manhood on a farm and received a medium
common school education. On October 5.
186o, he was married in Canton, Ohio, to Re
becca Helsel, a native of Bedford county, Penn
sylvania, and daughter of Samuel and Lena
(Barnhart) Helsel. The father was born in
Pennsyh'ania and the mother in Maryland.
Mrs. Bender is a member of a family of thirteen
children, only five of whom are now li,'ing.
She, too, has no relati,'e west of the Mississippi

•
nver.

In 1862 Mr. and Mrs. Bender removed to
:Michigan, but soon returned to Ohio, remained
a short time, when they again ,vent to 1Iichigan
and spent one year, after which they went to
Indiana. In 1879 they started for Spokane but
stopped in Jasper county, Missouri, where they
lived eight years, and in 1887 they came to
Gilliam, King county, \Vashington, where they
remained one year, then removed to Lewis coun
ty and engaged in farming. Mr. Bender sold
his interests in Lewis county in 1901 and came
to his present home. Here he has one hundred
and sixty acres all of good quality and under
cultivation, good improvements, live stock in
plenty and a thriving young orchard. In all
respects he is a well-to-do and contented farmer.

For the past twenty-four years Mr. Bender
has been a member of the I. O. O. F., holding at
the present time, membership in the lodge at
\Vinlock, \\·ashington. He is also a member of
the Encampment, and has passed through all
the chairs of both lodges.

Mr. and l\Irs. Bender have been parents of
four children, Elmer E., Cora, Ella; and Harrv.
Elmer E. is a resident of Lincoln county, tl;e
others being deceased.

• ••

FREDERICK GROB is a farmer residing
three and a half miles southwest of Rocklvn.
\Vashington. and was hom Kovember I, 1874,
in Baden. Germany, the son of Adam and Eliza
beth (Krieg) Grab, natives of Baden. Fred
erick is the second of a family of ten children,
all of \\'hom are living in III inois. with the ex
ception of the subject of our sketch, and a
brother. Jacob. who lives near Rocklyn.

Mr. Grab came with his parents to the U ni
ted States in August, 188o, from Baden via

Rotterdam, Holland, being only fifteen da. ys On
water between that cIty and New York. Th
family came direct to Kankee county llIi .e

I I f I . '11 I' . ,nOISw lere t le at ler IS Stl IVl11g with other m '
bers of the family, and. is a we:l!thy farmer. ~~~
I~other dIe? 111 lIImOls .dunng October, I88I.
Upon commg to IllInOIS the father had onl'
fifty dollars, with a large family of smalI ChJ
dren, to aid in the support of which our subject
worked with his father until coming to the west
in January, 1895. He r,ealized that theoppor
tunities offered the young man of pluck and in
dustry were much more encouraging here than
in the eastern states, so he came direct to the
Big Bend with the parents of his wife, whom he
knelV in the old country, He worked for wages
fer tlVO years, theri started in to farm independ
ently. On December 16, 1897, he. was mar
ried to Wilhelmina Kirsch, horn in 'Baden, ]ull
2, 1877, She is the daughter of Andrew and
Barbara (Schmitt) Kirsch, with whom she
came to Illinois in 1882. This union has been
blessed with three children; Walter G., born
March 9, 1899; Esther H., born October 26,
19°1; and Carl F., born July 20, 1903.

Mr. and ]VI rs. Grob are members of the Ger
man Evangelical church. They started in life
here practically with no working fund, and ,nOll'
own threehunclred and twenty acres of good
farming land, where they live, all under culti
vation and well improved. They have a large
house first class water facilities. and two acres• •

of orchard. They are among the most highly
respected citizens of Lincoln county.

• ••

GEORGE W. THOMAS, a farmer liring
three miles south of Davenport, was bam
on Februarv 22, I8~5, in Washington• ~ w
county, Maryland. There he grel\'.

I ' K d 's\'llIemanhood attended schoo III ee} ,
. ' hool edtl-and gamed a good common sc ,

cation In addition he learned the cabl-
. \\'1 twent,-net maker's' tracle here. 'len,'d

one he removed to \Voodland, CalifornIa, anI
In t 1e

worked on a farm for three years. ,
S FranC1SCO

spring of 1880 he came from an Walla,
to Portland, Oregon, thence to Walla I his
and later to Lincoln county where he Iilee on:th

d H came III
present home as a homestea. e . k on
. . ry to \~orlIttle money, and found It necessa
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I ,for the first year in order to earn the ne-
sa ar) . ' h' f f. means of Improvmg IS arm, a ler
~.ary h . ff .

I . h Ile enga<Ted in t e occupatIon 0 armmg
IV lie . ~

and stock ralsmg.
The parents of Mr. Thomas were Josiah

d Mary C. (Deaner) Thomas, both born,
an red' and both died in the state of the subject'srea , .
b' Ih' the father dymg about seven years ago,
lrd tile mother in 1903. The brothers and sis

:~~s of our subject are, Mrs. Arbelian Grimm,
},]rs. Winnie A. Daub, Abram J., Mrs. Emma
K. Snively, and Mrs. Anna E. Lovell. Mr.
Thomas had another brother, Samuel, who is
now dead.

On December I, 1890, occurred the mar
riage of George W. Thomas to Mary E. (Hob
by) Anderson, a native of California. Her fa
ther, David Hobby, was from the state of New
York, and a "forty niner" in the state of Cali
fornia, and for a number of years was a miner
near Sacramento. He is now deceased. Her
mother, M. M. Hobby, is now living near Dav
enport.

Mr. Thomas is a member of the A. F. & A.
M., of Davenport. He now has twelve hundred
and fifty acres of land, mostly good grain land
and well impu)\'ed, where he lives, besides two
and a half sections of pasture land near Rock
Iyn. His farm house and out buildings are
among the best in the county, and he is making
a decided success of his business of farming
and raising cattle, horses, and hogs. He is an
other example of the poor man starting in the
Big Bend without means and rapidly rising to
a position of comfort and independence.

• • •

ADAM KIRSCH was born in Baden Ger-,
many, May 28, 1880. His father, Andrew
Kirsch, also was born in Baden September 6
18 8 "4 : and was a farmer in Germany. He was
marned April 6. 1876 to Barbara Schmitt and
t U' , .
o liS union have been born two children'
}'I1l1~ie, wife of Fred Grob, who lives in th~
\'~C1l11ty of Rocklyn; and Adam the subject 0:
I IS sketch. In the fall of 1883 the familv
came to NT Y k . -"ew or, and from there went dIrect
to Kankakee county, l1linois where the father
commen d f ' .ce to arm. .Iil the spring of 1895 theycame t L' .
f 0 mcoln county Washington rented aann ad' . . . "

jomIng hIS present home, which he

bought the same year. He bought a half sec
tion of uncultivated land, and now owris four
hundred and eighty acres of land all fenced, and
for the most part under cultivation, a good ten
room house, a large barn, granaries, and so
forth. He is a member of the German Evan
gelical church. He has rented his farm to his
son Adam, and is now living a retired life, in
a state of comparative wealth.

Adam Kirsch was married December 19,
1901, to Martha Kron, a native of Yolo coun
ty, California, born August 29, 1881. Her fa
ther, August Kron, came from Germany, his
birthplace, to California, thence to Lincoln
county in 1883, making the journey from Cali
fornia by wagon. He settled near Edwall where
he is now living. Her mother, Amelia (Fogt)
Kron, also a native German, is living with her
husband near Edwall. Mrs. Kirsch has one
sister, Nettie, wife of William Hasse, of this
county.

Mr. Kirsch is well supplied with stock and
implements for the cultivation of his land, and
is making a success of his business.

Mr. and Mrs. Kirsch are members of the
German Evangelical church. They have one
child, Albert H., born October 13, 1902.

• ••

HERMAN A. KNACK is a farmer resid
ing four and one half miles southwest of Rock
Iyn, and was born in Germany, August 7, 1864.
He is the son of August and Lena (Mead)
Knack, both also native Germans. The father
served in the war between his native country
and Austria, came to America, and died in
vVisconsin, in 1873. Mr. Knack's mother is
now living with her son, our subject. She has
one daughter, .tvlrs. Emma Villook, living in
Fond Du Lac county, \Visconsin.

Herman A. Knack came to the United
States with his parents in 1869, when the fam
ily settled at Ripon, Fond Du Lac county, \Vis
consin. \\Then the boy became old enough he
hired out as a farm hand, and in consequence
he was denied any great amount of schooling.
In 1885 he came to Lincoln county, filed a home
stead claim four miles northwest of Harrington,
and at once began making improvements, which
necessitated his working for hire for a time,
since he had only a few dollars in cash. He was
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married on July 6, 1890, to Louisa Bursch, a
native of Wabasha county, Minnesota. Mrs.
Knack's parents were August and Hattie
(Mead) Bursch, and were both born in Ger
many. They came to the United States and set
tled in Minnesota, from which state they came
to Lincoln county in 1883. Here the father
died in 1900, leaving the mother, who is still
liying on their old homestead near Harrington.

The brothers and sisters of Mrs. Knack are
1\1rs. Augusta Kruger, Herman, Mrs. Julia
Rux. Samuel, Lydia and Rosalia.

:Mr. Knack sold his original homestead,
bought his present home and remoyed here with
his family in the fall of 1891. He now owns
fiye hundred and sixty acres, all choice agricul
tural land, and one of the largest, most modern
and best residences in the country for miles-
around. He also has an unusually large barn,
and fine granary and other out buildings.

~1r. and Mrs. Knack are members of the
German M. E. church, of Rocklyn, of which
Mr. Knack is a director and president of the
board. The union of 1'.1r. and Mrs. Knack has
been blessed with five children, Elmer A., Lena
H., Bertha B., Ida R., and Samuel \V.

Since coming to Lincoln. county, the ca
pabilities and perseverance of Mr. Knack have
at different times been put to a severe test. He
endured all the hardships and reverses accom
panying pioneer life, suffered heavy losses in
stock during hard winters, and the climax came
with the panic 'Of 1893. The prolific crops and
advanced prices of 1897, howeyer, reinstated
him to a degree, so that practically all he now
possesses has been made since that year.

•••

GUSTAV BORCK is one of the extensive
land owners in the vicinity of Rocklyn. He
dwells three and one half miles southwest of
that station and there owns thirteen hundred
acres of land, more than four hundred acres of
which are excellent grain producing ground,
and all enclosed. He has good improvements,
such as a handsome eight-room house, large
barn, good orchard, and so forth, and combines
stock raising with the cultivation of his land.
Practically all of this property he has accumu
lated since coming to Lincoln county in the
spring of 1889. He at once took up a home-

stead and began making improvements' t d
which, and support his family, he found .Ot ,0

be h · I bo 1 lO-cum nt upon 1m to a r hard until his 1 d
began to produce dividends. an

Gustav Borck is a native German bo
March 14, 1859, the son of John and i.o In
Borck, both.also. born in ~ermany. Theu;~
ther. s,erved m hIS countrys army during the
Aus~n~- German troubles, and died in the land
of 1115 bll'th. The mother of Mr. Borck is no .
li\'ing at \Valkerville, Canada. Gustav t
fourth in age of a family of twelve childre s
eight of whom are living, seven in Detro~;
Michigan, and one sister in Colorado, and was
reared to the age of seventeen on a farm in
Germany. Our. subject's oldest brother, John
sen'ed in the F ranw-Prnssian war. Whe~
seventeen Gustav sailed for New York city, and
from that port came to Detroit, Michigan, where
he learned the hammersmith's and blacksmith's
trades, which he followed in various railroad
and blacksmithing shops of Detroit and Pull
man, Illinois.

In 188o occur.red the marriage of Gusta\'
Borck and Anna C. Graf, a native of Detroit,
in which city the wedding took place. Mrs.
Borck's father was Charles Graf, born in Ger
many, and came to Detroit in 1860. About the
year 1888 he came to the Big Bend, but returned
to Detroit, where three years ago he died, aiter
ha\'ing traveled extensively over the world,
Mary (Keuman) Graf, Mrs, Borck's mother.
also a natiye of Germany, is now living in De
troit. 1Vlrs. Borck has one brother and one sis
ter; William Graf, of Wayne, Michigan. and
Mrs. Minnie Borck, wife of Conrad Borck,
brother of ous subj ect, of Detroit.

To Mr. and :Mrs. Borck have been born,
seven children; Johanna M., who went east 10

1901 to attend Detroit Uni\'ersity; Arthur /0. ..
also attending that institution: Orla Helen; Ir
ving R.; Harvey W.; Grace Elsie; and Emla
Pearl.

Both Mr. Borck and his wife are members
of the German Evangelical church of RocklYl1·

• ••
•. ot

AUGUST C. F. WOLKE. a native
. 12 J84/.Prussia Germany born February " In, . ' . 6 Lln~

came to the Urilted States m 186 . to . re-
. 88 nd nowcounty, vVashmglon, about J 2. a
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'd n a productive and highly improved farm
Sies o I
one mile northwest of Rock yn. ,

Mr, Wolke's parents were Ludwig and
F dericka (Meyers) \Volke, and were native
G:~mans, The brothers and sisters <:>f our sub
'ect are, Otelia, Edward, Mrs. Albertma Hauer,
~nd Mrs, Augusta Ledke, all natives of Ger-

many, . .
August "INolke ~ttend~d the schools In 1115

native country until arriving at the age of
fourteen, when he applied himself to mastering
the miller's trade, which he succeeded in doing,
and which he followed in Germany to a con
siderable extent. He served over three years
in the German army during that country's war
with Austria. artd was engaged in one severe
battle. In the fall of 1866, he came to New
York city from Hamburg, and from New York
he moved on to \Visconsin. Later r:eturning
to New York, he shipped for San Francisco,
by way of the Panama route, arriving there
early in 1867. While in California he worked
at various occupations "'hereby he might earn
an honest dollar, including work on the rail
road and on a farm in the Sacramento valley,
and came by wagon to the Big Bend in 1882.
He settled first at Coal Springs between Daven
port and Harrington, where he took a home
stead and timber culture and applied himself to
fanning and stock raising. He sold his Coal
Creek ranch and removed to his present home
of one hundred and sixty acres in 1898. He
also owns another quarter section of good land
near Miles post office.

August C. F. \Volke was married March
23, 1887, to Amelia Scheffler, born in Water
town, Wisconsin. Her father and mother, Au
gust and Caroline Scheffler, were born in Ger
many, and,came to the United States, and set
tled in \Visconsin. From that state they re
moved to Minnesota where thev lived until
they came to Lincol~ county.. They are now
hVI11~ on a farm near Rocklyn. Mrs. Wolke
IS their only child.

fi Mr: and Mrs. Wolke have been parents of
ve children, Martha A., Ottele C. T., Annie

A., Errach c., and Lilly E. .
M Mr. Wolke i~ a me~ber. of the Germ~n
h . E. church, as IS also hiS wife. The faml1y
ijs the command of four languages German,

oUand, Low Dutch, and English.
Mr. Wolke came to Lincoln county without

means, and had many hardships to endure be
fore getting a start in life, but by dint of the
hardest and most stubborn toil and persever
ance he has been successful, so that now his
family is comfortably situated and in easy cir
cumstances.

•••

JAMES FRANKLIN DENHAM is a
farmer and breeder of cattle, residing three
miles southwest of Rocklyn. He came to this
vicinity in the fall of 1885, without money but
with a goodly supply of the natural elements
that ensure prosperity and friends, located a
homestead near his present home, and began
at once to make improvements, He started in
with the business he has made a suc
cess of and is still following. There
were but few settlers in Lincoln coun
ty at that time, and many were the hardships
endured and the ups and downs he passed
through in gaining a start, such as the disad
vantage of having to market his produce at
Sprague, a distance of thirty miles, the heavy
loss of stock during the severe winters, and
last, and probably the greatest of all, the panic
of 1893. However, he is now a man of means,
owning five hundred and seventy-five acres of
grain land where he lives, a section of fenced
pasture land adjacent, a good house and barn,
choice orchard and other improvements in keep
ing, besides a herd of well-bred cattle.

James F. Denham was born April 19, 1853,
in Saline county, Missouri, the son of George
W. and Emily (Delaney) Denham, both of
whom are now dead. The father was a native
of Kentucky, came west in 1890 and made his
home with our subject until his death in Feb
ruary, 19°2, being at the time eighty-six years
of age. The mother: was of French ancestry,
but came of an old American family. \Villiam
H. Denham, the only brother of James F.,
makes his home at Tacoma.

Mr. Denham was reared on a farm, and
his education was limited during his growing
period, but after attaining manhood he took
a course in the Kirksville normal school, thus
receiving quite a finished working education.
Upon reaching his majority James F. assumed
the management of his father's farm. They suf
fered heavy losses during the Rebellion, in fact
the elder Denham was left practically bankrupt
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as a result of the war. In 1879 our subject
went to Cahfornia, and worked for various
farmers in the vicinity of Marysville. In the
summer of 1883 he shipped from San Fran
cisco to Portland, Oregon, and from that city
came to \Valla Walla, where he worked on
salary until coming to Lincoln county.

He is regarded by his neighbors as being a
frugal, industrious and intelligent tiller of the
soil, and is a man of wide acquaintance and
marked influence in his county.

•••

JOHN A. FAULK was born on January
6, 1850, in Perry county, Pennsylvania, which
county was also the life-long home of both his
father. and mother, John and Mary (Souder)
Faulk. Mr. Faulk, the subject of this sketch,
now lins on a farm two and one half miles
southwest of Davenport. His brothers and
sisters are, Phillip, Amos, Harry c., Mrs. Mary
\Vallace, III rs. Matilda Gutshall, and Mrs.
Elizabeth Henderson.

At the age of sixteen Mr. Faulk came to
Union countv, Iowa, where he worked on a

•
farm and in sa\v mills. He was married on July
13, 1876, to Lydia A Mewhirter, a native of
Van \Vert county, Ohio, born November 6,
1853. Her father, James Mewhirter, was a
native of Pennsylvania, and son of James
Mewhirter, born in Ireland and a soldier in the
Vlar of 1812. Mrs. Faulk's mother was Sarah
J. (Harter) Mewhirter, of Ohio birth. The
brothers and sisters of Mrs. Faulk are, Adam,
Daniel, Mrs. Mary Willis, Mrs. Helen Smith,
Brough, Mrs. Jennie Buck, Mrs. Dora Mc
Donald, Marvin, and Mrs. Iva Eason.

Mrs. Faulk at the age of eight years mi
grated with her parents to Union county, Iowa,
and was there during the Civil War. Although
her father was disqualified for army service he
devoted himself to providing for the widows
and orphans and families of the soldiers of his
county who had gone to the front. He died
at Creston, Iowa, in 1895. The mother. of
Mrs. Faulk came to Adams county, \Vashing
ton, in 19°°, and is there still living.

In 1884. Mr. and Mrs. Faulk removed to
Lyons county, Kansas. and two years later to
Adams county, this state, where Mr. Faulk filed
a homestead a few miles northwest of Ritzville.

They arrived there without means upon \'h' h
I, d' h' fi N ICto lve pen mg t elr rst grain harvest

after erecting a cabin on his claim, Mr. Fa~~
went to the Walla \Valla country and worked
in the harvest fields. While getting a start h
they en?ured many trials and hardships, a~~
finally, m 1897, they sold out their interest
and came to Lincoln county, and the followin s

, h d' gspnng pure ase an ummproved quarter sec-
tion of land where they now live. Most of their
land is suitable to the culture of grain, and is
all well improved and in tillage. They have
all up-to-date improvements, and are in com
fortable and prosperous circumstances.

Mrs. Faulk is a member of the Maccabees,
and both are affiliated with the Loyal Ameri
cans fraternity and the Methodist Episcopal
church.

The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Faulk
are; Oda \V., deceased; Carris, wife of Doctor
\V. C. Graham, a Davenport dentist; and
Charles Marvin. Mrs. Graham is a woman of
excellent educational attainments. and for a
number of years was a school mistress in'Adams
county.

•••

JOHN L. FLORIN resides on a well im
proved, three hundred and twenty acre grain
farm, one and one half miles southwest of
Larene. Born in October, 1866. in Wabasha
county, Minnesota, he is the son of Lawrence
Florin, a native of Switzerland, and now a resi
dent of the vicinity of Davenport: and Louise
(Netting) Florin, deceased, a native of Ger
many.

The brothers and sisters of Mr. Florin are:
George, of Minnesota; Mrs. Louise Kinch:y,
of the vicinity of Edwall, Washington; DaVid,
deceased; Jacob, and Mary, near Davenp.ort. ,

Mr. Florin c<;lme to Lincoln county With hiS
parents in the spring of 1882. workecl at var
ious kinds of labor on salary, and later w~nt to
Idaho where he engaged unsuccessfully 111 the
business of raising stock. He ultimately ab~n-

. d LI11doned the stock business and returne to .-
, ThiS

coIn county where he engaged in farmmg.
proved a successful venture and before many
years he was enabled to buy his present f~rm,
which he has improved with a modern elght-

, nd so
room dwelling, large barns, granaries, a enclid
forth, all conveniently arranged, and a spl
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h rd He has in addition six hundred and
orc a· .
f rt acres of timber and pasture land on Hawk
o Y

k
He at first made a specialty of raising

cree . .
ain but of later years he has gIVen more at-

gr , k .. b h fl' b .lentian to the stoc -ralsmg ranc 0 liS us1-

ness. He has a large number of cattle, horses,.
hogs and some sheep.

J~hn L. Florin was married July 16, 1901,
to ursula Meuli, a native of Buffalo county,
Wisconsin. Mrs. Florin's parents, Nicholis and
Cecilia (Burga) Meuli, were natives of Swit
zerland, and came to the United States and to
Wisconsin with their parents while children.
They came to Lincoln county with the parents
of our, subjeet.

The brothers and sisters of Mrs. Florin are,
~[ichael, Mrs. Celia Voelker, Mrs. Mary Crites,
aqd Nicholis, The first three are in Rosalia
and the last one in Lincoln county.

Mr. and Mrs. Florin are members of the
Evangelical church.

• ••

HANNAH M. PHAR, whose maiden
name was Leabo, was born in Atchison county,
Missouri, in the year 1841. At the age of fi,'e
years she crossed the plains with her parents,
traversing the entire distance by ox team, which
journey consumed nine months. They came
direct to the Willamette valley, and thence to
Walla Walla, vVashington, in 1866. In 1881
Mrs. Phar came to the vicinity of Davenport.

In Polk county, Oregon, during the year
1858,Hannah M. Leabo was married to Charles
F. Phar, a nati ve of Indiana, who, in 1852.
came. by way of Nicaragua to San Francisco
and th~n to Oregon. He came on the same
shIp WIth Joseph Lane, who later became one
of the most prominent men in Oregon, and who
was most closely identified with the early his
tory of that state. Mr. Phar participated in
the Indian war of 1855, and like his friencl, Mr.
Lan.e, was a prominent factor in the pioneer.
~ffalrs of the state. Mr. Phar died in 1899. in
Is.seventieth year. Mrs. Phar still lives in the

VICinity of Davenport .
1 .

h'ld1r. and Mrs. Phar were paren.ts of eight
J~ r~n: Isaac E., in Republic. \Vashington;
o~; ., at Peck. Idaho: Mrs. Mary M. Owen.
ldah~rtland: Mrs.. Talitha E. Lamb. at Stites,

. , Mrs. EUl11ce McNew, of Davenport;

Mrs. Grace E. King, in Gerome, Stevens coun
ty, Washington; and William H. Phar, of Rus
sel, Idaho.

• ••

HON. WILLIAM N. McNEW is a farmer
re~iding six and one half miles northwest of
Davenport. Born October 23, 1847, in Mor
gan county, Kentucky, his parents were Doctor
Mos~s C McNew, a native of Virginia, and
Clanssa (Cole) McNew, a Kentuckian by birth.
Tl?e .father practiced medicine successively in
VlrgmIa and Kentucky until his death, which
occurred in Kentucky. The mother came to
Lincoln county, where she died in May, 1903,
111 her seventy-fourth year.
. Mr. !,,£cNew was the eldest of a family of

eight children. With his parents he removed
from Morgan county to Owsley county, Ken
tucky, where he grew up on a farm and re
ceived a good common school education, which
~ater enabled him to support himself by teach
mg. In 1873 Mr. McNew and his mother mi
grated from Kentucky to Harlan county, Ne
braska, where each took up a homestead. \Vhile
l~e improved his land he followed the occupa
tIOn of teaching until the grasshoppers having
destroyed his crops, he went, in 1876, to San
Francisco where he clerked il1 a hotel. A few
years later he returned to Nebraska, and in
1882, he and his mother came to Lincoln county
and bought one hundred and sixty acres of rail
road land.

On March 31, 1895, Mr. McNew was mar
ried to Unicy Phar, a nati,'e of Columbia coun
ty, \:\7ashington. Her parents were Charles F.
and Hannah (Leabo) Phar, a sketch of whose
lives appears elsewhere in this volume. She
has three brothers and an equal number of
sisters, whose names are incorpor:ated with the
sketch of Mrs. Phar. The brothers and sisters
of Mr. McNew are, Mrs. Sarah E. Mints, Mrs.
Isabel Turpin. Joseph B., Mrs. Martha J.
Ewell. and Mrs. Josephine Russell.

Mr. and Mrs. McNew are·parents of four
children, Esther E., Elbert, Charles C, and
Lois M.

Mr. McNew is a popular man, having been
elected a member of the house of representatives
in 1892, on the Republican ticket, and his serv
ice was good and acceptable to his constituents.
He is a member of the 1. O. O. F. lodge of
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Davenport, and affiliates with the Baptist
church, while Mrs. McNew is a member of the
Presbyterian denomination.

It is of note in this connection, to state that
Mr. McNew descends from the patriots who
fought for the liberty of the colonies. His
great-grandmother was a pensioner from that
war and was a near relative of the brave Mont
gomery who was in command of the attack on
Quebec and fell on December 31, 1775.

•••

1. IRBY. There are few of the pioneer
settlers of Lincoln county who are not well
acquainted with the familiar name at the head
'of this article, Irby station is named from the
family and the subject of this sketch has been
closely identified with the interests of Lincoln
county from the earliest days. He il1\'aded the
\"ilds here when white men could be counted
on one's fingers that dwelt in the entire Big
Bend country, and when Spokane was yet to
be. and established himself with his father in
the stock business in the territory now included
in the southwestern part of the county. Thus
having been closely identified with the develop
ment and upbuilding of the country, it would
evidently be a breach of faith and judgment
not to incorporate an epitome of his career in
this volume.

1. Irby was born in VancoU\'er, \Vashing
ton, on June 21, 1857, being the son of Han.
Charles S. and Margaret (Burchfield) Irb)'.
The father was a native of Tennessee and came
to Vancouver in 1852, bringing his family,
which was one of the very first to settle there.
He operated as a stock raiser and buyer and
gained excellent success until 1862, when the
hard winter of that year swept away his hold~

ings largely. He gathered together what was
left and bravely made another start in life and
was later again the favored recipient from
Dame Fortune. Twice the people where he
resided chose him to represent them in the ter
ritorial 19islature and he was a leading figure
in the house. To this gentleman and his brave
and faithful wife, there were born seven chil
dren. named as follows: Amanda. wife of T.
E. Jennings, of Spangle; Catherine, wife of
J. M. Goodwin, of Yakima, \Vashington; John,
who died in 1866; Ira 1., who is the immediate
subjec~ of this article; ]. D., of Spokane;

Laura, wife of Henry Cruse; and Lucy 'h
died in infancy. ' IV 0

The gentleman of whom we now have th
pleasure of speaking had the good fortune t~
be a son of the Evergreen State, which 1egac'
in tho~e days meant. something., He w~
reare~ 111 the ~urround.1l1.gs of a frontier home
and hIS educatIOnal tra1l1111g was received fro
the schools that existed then. and from studio:
personal research with a well informed father
\Vhen he was eighteen, he came with his par~

ents to the Big Bend country and settlement
was made not far from where Irby station is

, now located. He engaged in stock raising with
. his father, and from that time until two years
since, he was one of the prominent men in the
whole Big Bend country. :Mr. Irby gained
this distinction, not by putting himself for·
ward, but by m'anifestation of genuine business
ability, by carefully maintaining, his upright
principles and by conserving the best in
terests of the country with an energy and
sagacity that could but win approval and secure
the success that he deserved. Two years
since Mr. Irby desired to retire more from
active life in the stock busiiless and sold a
portion of his interests and removed to
Spokane. He purchased the Ross Park gro
cery business at the corner of :Montgomery and
Hamilton, which is now handled under the
incorporate name of Irby & McCollough with
excellent patronage. Mr. Irby desired espe
cially to open a business for his son, who is also
in the store.

The marriage of Mr. Irby occurred when
Miss Letitia, dal1ghter of William Bingha.m,
became his bride. Mr. Bingham was a native
of New York state and one of the first piOileers
of Washington, coming as early as 1842 and
being one of the first settlers in the Walla
Walla country. To Mr. and :Mrs. Irby, thr~
children have been born. \Nilliam L., age.i:I
nineteen; Francis, and Edna. Mr. 1rby IS

affiliated with Spokane Lodge, No. 228, B, p,
O.E. ,

By way of reminiscence, it is interesMg
to note that \,~hen Mr. Irby came to the T~;g
Bend, the nearest postoffice was at \va a
Walla. When Chief Joseph's war hordes

II ' opleswept the country Mr. Irby and al liS pe. , d seek
were fo:ced to. leav; their re~idence ~n 18 ",
shelter 111 fortIficatIOns. ThIS was In 17fl. r 1 e
Our subject has seen all phases of plonee
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d 't has developed a man of substantial
an 1 H Id .rfes worth and energy. e cou recIte
qua I 11.n'teresting accounts of early days and
~~ k dthe times when Spokane .was yet un nown an
the country a wild roammg place for savages.
He is a worthy son of the foremost state of

h Orthwest and such as he are they who have
ten . f .. b

de Washington deservmg a recogmtlOn y
:~ation, through their arduo~s labors and can
t" ued faithfulness. GeneratIOns yet to come
,~.~n read of these pioneers, and th~ir deeds will
b recalled with pleasant memorIes, for they
b~ilded broad and deep the foundations of this
great state and fostered the industries whic.h
todav are making her really famous. All credIt
and 'honor be given to these brave men and
women, ,,,ho fought back the savages, and
reared their humble homes in the wilds, there to
remain and wrest from stubborn Nature the
key to her choicest treasuries, which have been
so lavishly opened to the later homeseekers.
To these ~en of brawn and brain be the dis
tinction and in the gates let their works praise
them.

•••

FRANK P. HARDIN. Born September
16, 1852, in Knox county, Tennessee, reared on
a farm near l\.noxville, where he received a
finished grammar school education, and where
he himself taught school for a time, Frank P.
Hardin, in 1876, came to Hollister, California,
and took up work on a farm. Three years later
he came by ,vagon to Colfax, \Vashington,
bought land and engaged in farming. In 1883
he sold out and came to his present locati<;>n
where he settled on a tract of unimproved land.
His present holdings in real estate consist of
thirteen hundred acres oLtillable land, and one
hundred acres of timber and pasture, all in one
tract. His residence is a modern ten-room
house, with up-to-date conveniences. He has a
large bam, a number of good outbuildings, and
an the modern implements, stock and farm
eqUlpments to be found nowadavs on the best
regulated farms. Among his in;plements may
be mentioned one of some rarity -a twenty-hor . ,

se, sIxteen-foot cut, combined harvester.
GMr. Hardin is th~ son of John and Sarah

( anaher) Hardin, natives of Tennessee. His
~andfather, Benjamin Hardin was a veteran
~. ~he War of 1812. John H~rdin lived and

Ie On the old Tennessee farm bis death oc-,
23

curring in 1863, in the fifty-fourth year of his
age. The mothen also died in that year. Our
subject was the youngest of seven children,
who, besides himself, were: Mrs. Mary Smith,
deceased; George, near Colfax; Amos M., in
California; Mesdames Malvina Prater and Ann
Christian; and Joseph, still Ii ving in Tennessee.

Mr. Hardin was married to Mattie Rogers,
born and reared near Bloomington, Illinois, De
cember 3, 1883. Mrs. Hardin prior to her
marriage had come west with her parents. To
this union three children were born, George,
Richard M., and Tillie R., who were left
motherless. by the death of Mrs. Hardin, Jan
uary 17, 1895. She was ever a devoted wife
and mother, and a stanch member of the Pres
byterian church.

Mr. Hardin was married a second time, J an
uary 27, 1897, to Julia Browder, a native of
Loudon county, Tennessee, and daughter of
Samuel and Mary (Smith) Brmvder. Her
father is still living in Tennessee, but Mrs.
Browder is dead. The second marriage of Mr.
Hardin has been blessed with two chiidren,
Oscar P., deceased, and Mary Ellen .

Both Mr. and Mrs. Hardin are members of
the Presbyterian church, and Mr. Hardin is a
member of the 1. O. O. F., which society he
joined in Knoxville twenty-eight years ago, of
the K. of P., and of the VV. O. W.

•••

JOSEPH B. PHI~LIPS, a well-to-do
farmer and merchant of Davenport ,,'as one of
the many, who, in former days, crossed the
plains with horses and wagon. arriving in the
northwest ,,,jth no means save the cOl1\'eyance
and team which brought him. Born July 1,

1862, in Benton county, Arkansas. he was the
son of 'William C. and Lucinda (Graham)
Phillips. Mr. Phillips, senior, was a native of
Alabama. He early migrated to Arkansas,
from which state he served in the Union army
during the Rebellion. His death occurred in
1881. . Mrs. Phillips, now sixty-eight years of
age, \vas born in Indiana, and lives at the old
home in Arkansas. Their children are, Joseph
B. Phillips, the subject of our sketch, Benjamin
W.; Mrs. Deborah Bartin; and Cole C. Phillips.

Mr. Phillips grew up on a farm, in the
county of his birth, where he received the edu
cation common to farmer lads, and where, at
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the age of twenty. he taught school and farmed.
On March 3, 1884, he was married to Josie
Matherly, who was born in Page county, Iowa,
November 24, 1860. Mrs. Phillips' father,
John Matherly, a native of Kentucky, who
served in the Civil \Var on the union side, is
living at Moscow, Lincoln county, \Vashing
ton. Her mother, Elizabeth (Edwards) Math
erly, also is li\-ing.

In the fall of 1885, after tra\'ersing Colo
rado, \Vyoming and Idaho, in search of a good
location, he took a preemption near the present
to\m of Moscow. aftenvard changing the filing
to a homestead: A large crop and g-ood prices
in 1897 brought him excellent profits. In this
year he sold his :Mosco\\' homestead and bought
a farm about t\VO and one half miles north
west of Davenport. He now has four hundred
and eighty acres, all good grain land, four
acres in fruit, besides t\VO residences, comfort
able and modern. The one in the city of Daven
port is an especially convenient home, being
supplied with all late equipments.

In the early part of February, 1904, Mr.
Phillips, having purchased a brick building suit
able for the purpose, entered the business world
as a grocer.

Mr. Phillips is a man active in educational
matters, a member of the A. O. U. \V., and of .
the A. F. & A. :\1., both lodges of Davenport.
He is the father of six children, Earl E.,.Ethel,
Eugene, Eva, Orlin, and Elsie.

•••

CHARLES CORBL'\. a farmer residing
three miles northwest of Larene, is a native
of Ypsilanti, Michigan, born July 14, 1856,
and was a member of a family of nine chil
dren, four of whom are living. Their names
are Adelbert, Charles, Mrs. Jennie Westbrook
and Julia.

Our subject was reared on a farm, and on
June 2, 1882, was married at Hesperia, Michi
gan, to Josephine \Vitte. a native of Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, born January I, 1863. For several
years following his marriage, Mr. Corbin was
engaged in railroad work at Butler, Indiana,
and in January, 1891, he removed with his fam
ily to Lincoln county, Washington. They lived
on a farm six and one half miles northeast of
Davenport until the spring of 1898, when Mr.
Corbin purchased his present home. He has

two hundred an.d t~Tent~-seven acres of land
t~e most ~f wluch IS sU1t~ble for the cultiva:
t~on of gram and the remamder is covered with
timber. He has a select orchard, containing II
varieties of fruit trees, that COvers ten acre a
fine berry garden, and in every respect a fiS't

a
. rs .

class rural home. H1S farm is well suppli d
with buildings, and i?1ple~ents and stock lVi~h
which to carryon hiS bus111ess. His home'
ideally located for the culture of fruit and veg~~
tables.

Mr. Corbin is a member of the VIi. W.. while
he, his wife, and his son, Harry all belong to
the Methodist Episcopal church.

Mr. and Mrs. Corbin have two children:
Harry Howard, born May I, 1886; and Ray
Waterman, born May 7, 1897.

Charles ~orbin was the son of Lafayette
Corbm, a native of New York state, who in his
early boyhood assisted his father in bringing a
flock of sheep from Vermont to \Vashtenaw
county, Michigan, settling in that county at a
point thirty miles from Detroit. Mr. Corbin
was an early settler here, and later. in Oceana
county, Michigan, where he died in 18<)8.
Charles Corbin's mother is Catherine (Earl)
Corbin, now seventy-four years of age, and
living in Oceana county. .

The parents of Mrs. Corbin were George
and Henrietta (Wolf) Witte, both natives of
Germany. Mrs. Witte is living with Mrs. Cor
bin, and is now sixty-nine years of age. Mrs.
Corbin has one brother, George, living at Twisp,
Okanogan county. There were originally eight
children in her family, of which number Mrs.
~orbin and George Witte are the sole survivors.

•••

OLE OLSEN, a prominent Davenport
farmer, was born in Norway, near Bargen,
April 23, 1852, the son of Ole and Bertha Olsen,
and the second of a family of eight ch.ildren.

In the spring of 1867 he came WIth hIS pa
rents to Quebec, Canada,and from that coun
try to St. Paul, Minnesota. His father re
moved soon afterward to Douglas county,
Minnesota, where he was one of the fi~t ~o
locate it homestead and where he lived untIl fls

, d ra t-
death. Ole Olsen, our subject, followe h
ing on the Mississippi river for a year, wh~ ~
engaged in construction work for the Sout e. _
Pacific railroad between Shrevesport, LoUIS
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, nd Dallas Texas, and was also for a time
lana. a ' T H, Kansas and Nebraska. e came to San
~ cisco in the spring of 1875, and spent a

ran I'n California then tame to Puget Sound,rear, .
, d irom that sectIon to Walla Walla, where

Ian "orked on the construction of the old Baker
Ie', I L .and Boyer railroad. He ater went to eWls-
ton, Idaho, where he wdrked for wages, and
to near Genesee, Idaho, where he took a pre
emption. In the spnng of 1880 he came to
,rhere Davenport now stands, and filed a home
stead ten miles north of that point. He was
cne of the first settlers in this county, thus had
one of the first chances at the open land and se
lected an exceptionally desirable tract. He
came here with three yokes of oxen, and for two
rears followed breaking prairie land and log
ging, He was the first farmer to thresh a crop
of grain in this vicinity, and built the first barn
in this neighborhood, the lumber for which he
hauled from the ,oicinity of Medical Lake. He
makes a specialty of raising grain.

December 30, 1885, at Sprague, Washing
ton, Ole Olsen was married to Matilda M.
Kartak, a native of Bohemia, daughter of
Thomas and Antonia (Porak) Kartak, who are
now living.in Sprague. This union has been
bleSsed by three children: Oscar Edgar, aged
sixteen years; Arthur Thomas, fourteen; and
Nellie M., eleven.

Mr. Olsen has a comfortable home in Dav
enport where he resides during the school year
m order to give his family the advantage of
the Davenport schools but in summer the fam
ily resides on the far~.

He is a member of the Loval Americans
franternity, and a well-to-do a~d highly re
spected citizen.

•••
, FREDERICK BEIELER a farmer resid·
m t '1 'g wo ml es northwest of Larene is a native
of Switzerland, born December 28: 1849. He
was the son of Christian and Anna Beieler both
~at1Ves of the same country as himself: and
e has one brother, Christian 6f Missouri andone ' . ,. ,

.slster, Cathanne Barwarth also of Mis-
soun. '

Mr. Beieler attended school in his native
COuntry t'l .un 1 sIxteen years of age and at the
age of s '
la d

' eventeen he came to the United States
nIng tN 'a I ew York after which he lived a

year each in the state; of llIinois and Indiana,

then went to Missouri. In this state he lived
in various places, but mainly in Cass county,
where he was engaged in farming for a number
of years.

Frederick Beieler was married, April 6,
1876, to Mary M. Graham, a native of Cass
county, where the marriage took place. Mrs.
Beieler was the daughter of Aquilla and Mary
(Wheeler) Graham, the former, who is de
ceased, was a native of Missouri, and an early
pioneer of Cass county, and the latter a native
of Tennessee, is now living in Cass county in
her eighty-third year. The brothers and sisters
of Mrs. Beieler are, Thomas, Jacob, Hiram,
Andrew and Mrs. Jane Benjamin, all of Cass
county, except the first two named, who are liv
ing respectively, in Oklahoma, and Linn coun
ty, KanS1S.

In the spring of 1883 Mr. and Mrs. Beieler
came to Lincoln county, and filed a homestead
upon their present home. There '\"ere few set
tlers in this vicinity at the time of their advent,
and they experienced many difficulties and hard
ships in getting a start here. Mr. Beieler now
owns two hundred and forty acres of land, one
half of which is good agricultural land, the
balance timber and pasture. He has good build
ings and improvements, a choice eight acre
orchard and an abundance of water for all
purposes.

To Mr. and Mrs. Beieler have been born
three children: Fannie M., wife of Arthur Rut
ter, Douglas county; \iValter F., married to
Cora Teal, near Davenport: and Maggie, wife
of Eustice Mansfield, of Douglas county.

• ••

JOHN HElD, son of John and Elizabeth
Heid, was born at Heidelburg, Province of
Baden, Germany, December 20, 1849, grew to
manhood on a farm in his native country, where
he also lear-ned the carpenter's trade, and in the
spring of 1870, sailed for the United States, in
company with his brother Conrad, now of Ca:s
county, Missouri. He has another brother in
America, George, near Lar,ene.

Upon arriving at New York the two set
out for Cass county, Missouri, where they were
to meet a friend, but their money gave out at
St. Louis, where they were compelled to take
work to earn enough to carry them on to their
destination. Upon reaching Cass county, it
was but a matter of a short time until Mr. Heid
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was farming for himself, and in the spring of
1880 he came by way of San Francisco and
Portland to Walla \Valla, where he worked for
a time on salary. In October, 1880, he located
his present homestead one and three fourth
miles west of Larene, and the following spring
moved upon it and has remained here ever since
that time. Having but very scant means at
his command, he was forced to put up with
many hardships and inconveniences and live in
a crude log cabin for a number of years until
he got a start, but he is now one of the wealth-'
jest farmers in the county. He owns four hun
dred acres of agricultural land and one hun
dred and eighty acres of timber and pasture.
He has all good improvements, a fine house,
a large barn and an excellent orchard.

John Heid was married to Della E. Taylor,
a native of Illinois, October 15, 1882. She was
the daughter of Benjamin and Eunice (Whit
ney) Taylor, and \vith them traveled exten
sively over the states of Minnesota, Nebraska,
and California, and came to the vicinity of
Larene in 1881, where the parents both died.
She has two sisters, Mrs. Ida Sanders, of La
rene, and Mrs. Edith Moore, of Cheney.

To this union have been born three chil
dren: Harry E., a student of the \Vashington
Agricultural college at Pullman; Emma E.,
and George K.

Hr. Heid has always been an active and lib
~ral worker in school matters and is regarded
as being one of the 1110St trust\vorthy and use
ful citizens of his localitv.•

• ••

JAMES McC\LLC~I, \vho lives on and
cultivates a farm one half mile south of Larene,
is a native of Argyleshire, Scotland, born Jan
uary 12, 1844. His father and mother ,vere
John and Agnes :\IcCallum, both jifelong resi
dents of Scotland. His brother and sisters
are, Mrs. Maggie Reed, Mrs. Janet McCoag,
Mrs. Flora McNeil, Mrs. Mary Stalker, who
died in Australia, and Archibald.

J ames McCallum grew to manhood on a
farn1 in his nati,'e country, and there was mar
ried, May 25, 1869, to Janet McKerralI, who
was born in Scotland, March 22, 1844. Im
mediately after the wedding ceremony was per
formed the couple boarded a steamer bound for
the United States, arrived in New York, and

from that city came direct to Macoupin
ty, Illinois. Mrs. McCallum is the onlyc:~
ever born to her parents, Godfrey and Janet
(McEachran) Mc~errall, both of Whom died
when she was a child, and she was raised b
her uncle and aunt, Archibald and Isab l
(McMillan) McKerralI. e a

Mr. and Mr~. McCallum lived on a farm'
Illinois until the spring of 1884, When th~;
came to Davenport and purchased three hun
dred and t,:"enty acres of railroad land, where
they now hv,e. Mr. McCallum also has three
quarters of a section of timber land on Hawk
creek. His agricultural land is all well im.
proved and in a high state of cultivation. He
has a good house, large barn, good outbuild
ings, etc., with plenty of implements and stock
to successfully carryon his business.

Mr. and Mrs. McCallum are members of
the Presbyterian church at Larene, of which
Mr. McCallum is an elder; and Mr. McCallum
is a member of the Masonic and Odd Fellows
fraternities in Illinois.

To Mr. and Mrs. McCallum have been born
four children: Jessie Ann, born April 24, 1870,
and now the wife of James A, Slater; Agnes
Isabel, born April 29, 1876; John Godfrey, born
September 20, 1881, and died in infancy; and
J ames D., born September 29, 1886, in Lincoln
county. The first three were born in Illinois.

•••

JAMES A. SLATER was born in theShet
land Island, September 2, 1863, and came to
lIlinois with his parents, John and :Margaret
Slater, as a child, and for nine years made IllS
home in Chicaao where his father worked at'" ,
the carpenter's trade, and then remond. to a
farm in Kankakee countv Illinois. The lather

~ , .. .
and mother are now living a retired Ille 111

Hersher, in the above named county and state.
The brothers and sisters of Mr. Slater are,
Charles, \Villiam, George, Mrs. Maggie A.rerl',
Frank, and Mrs. Agnes Topliff. ,

James Slater was reared on a farm, and.ll1
early manhood came to Davenport, worked to~
a salary for a time then located the homestea

, 'dJunewhere he now lives. He was marne.
14, 1893, to Jessie McCallum, a native of :lIaj.
coupin county, Illinois, daughter of Jame~ an f
Janet (McKerral) ~1cCallum, a sket.c 1 th~S
whose lives is to be found elsewhere 111

history.
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• ••

lfARIOK F. SETTERS. 1\1, D .. is a phy
sician of high standing in Lincoln county. where
he formerly practiced. as well as in Spokane,
"'here he I;O\\, has offices in partnership with
Dr. J. G. Cunningham in the Fennnll block.
Born in Milan. lIIissouri. June :;. 1870. the son
of Peter and Ellen E. Setters, Marion F. Set
ters came with his parents at the age of nine
to the vicinity of Reardan, \Vashington. where
he was reared on a farm. and received a gram
mar school education. At the early age of
eighteen he began teaching, thus procuring- the
means to take him through the business college
at Spokane, and later the state normal school
at Cheney. After attending the latter institu-

•

Rhode Island, and both now deceased. Mrs.
McLean is the only survivor of four children.
She can trace her ancestry back nine crenera-

. h

hons to Robert vVheaton, who came to Massa-
chusetts about the year 1630,

Mr. McLean when seventeen had no means,
but a strong physique, which latter fact is at
tested by his walking forty"five miles in one
day while making a certain journey. He was
always a hard-working man, and in time built
up a first class home. In June, 190I, he came to
Davenport, \Nashington, to look over the coun
try, with which he was so pleased that he pur-'
chased his present home, returned to Minne-

, sota, sold his interests there and brought his'
family to Davenport the following spring. He
now owns one hundred and forty acres where
he lives, a fine modern house, and all the im
provements on his farm that money and good
taste could suggest.' He also has four hun
dred acres of grain land four miles west of
Davenport.

Jvlr. McLean is a member of the Modern
Brotherhood of America, of \Vindom, Minne
sota, and both he and 'Mrs. :McLean are mem
bers of the Baptist church, of which church
at Davenport our subject is a trustee.

, The children of 1\1r. and Mrs. lI'IcLean are,
: se\'en: Hattie May, wife of \Villit G. Parson,
, at Madelia, Minnesota; William T., married

to Clara Gowan, Alberta. Canada; Chester \V. ;
Arthur "V., married to Etta Goans. in Coulee
City, \\Tashington; Percy R .. a graduate from
the Blair Business college, of Spokane; George
En'in; and Frances Ella.

• ••

EZRA W. McLEAK, a farmer whose
home adjoins .the city of Davenport on the
northwest, was born near Lockport, ~ew York. '
April 20, 1848. His father, William McLean,
was a native of Scotland, and his mother,
Mary (Alderman) McLean, of England. Ezra
Mclean is a member of a family originally
comprising eighteen children, most of \V hom
grew to maturity and twelve of whom are
living.

In his early life Ezra accompanied his pa
rents to Fonq Du Lac county, \Visconsin. and
at the age of seven he left home and went to
Adams county, \Visconsin. There he worked
on a farm until seventeen then returned to Fond
Dn Lac county, and remained until reachincr
his majority when he ",ent to Blue Earth coun~
(y, Minnesota. In 1871 he went to Cotton
Wood county, Minnesota, where he was a pion
eer homesteader, being the second to file on
land in Delton township. of which township
he was one of the organizers. He followed I
;~rming he.re, and was instrumental in huilding I

e townshIp up to its present status. His first I
re~ldencethere was a "dugout," and'many hard- i
shIps and vicissitudes w.ere endured. "Vhile a I
:~I~ent of Blue Earth county. Novenlber 2, ,I

}/ ' he was married to Hattie F. Thomas.

A
rs. McLean was born in Blue Earth county
ugust 8 . ,

W'lr 23, I 57, and was the daughter of

f I lam and Harriet (\Vheaton) Thomas the
ormer a . . '

P' natIVe of Canada and a Minnesota
IOneer a d h ' -, n t e latter a native of Providence,

M Slater has in cultivation his own one

d edr. and sixty acres, upon which he has a
hun r d b 'ld' d

d orne house goo out UI mgs an
hanS' , I
, ovements and five quarter sectIOns,Inlpr , .'
of land which he rents, a total o~ about I
, llUndred and sixty acres whIch he IS farm- I

nme l' d . h ' I
'(f His farm is well supp Ie WIt anIma s
~:bd implements, and he is making a success
of the business, He IS a member of the Macca
bees, and the \\~, W.; a,nd both he and l'v~rs,

Slater are affilIated wIth the Presbytenan
church of Larene,

To Mr. and Mrs. Slater have been born
four children, George E., Glen A., Annie J.,
and Agnes A.

Mr. Slater is one of the substantial and
highly respected citizens of Lincoln county.
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tion he received, upon examination, a first grade
teacher's certificate, and at the age of twenty
two entered the medical college of the Uni
versity of Denver, Colorado, from which he
was graduated with honors in 1897. Returning
to Washington, he applied to the state board of
medical examiners for a certificate to practice
his profession in this state, and in the examina
tion that followed he received the highest aver
age ever made before that body. In July of
the year of his graduation from college he
opened an office in Harrington, and soon built
up a creditable practice. Three years later he
took a post graduate course in a Chicago medi
cal school and in 1901 another in the city of
New York. January 1, 1902, he removed to
his present location and entered into partner:
ship with Dr. J. G. Cunningham. The firm
now has an extensive practice both in medicine
and surgery, includes \:Vashington, Idaho, Mon
tana, and British Columbia. In 1904 the Doc
tor, took another post graduate course in New
York city taking up especially surgery to which
he expects to devote himself more in the
futur:e. .

November 26, 1896, occurred the marriage
of Dr. Setters and Miss Josie Townsend, a
native of Denver, and daughter of O. P. and
Marcia Townsend. Mrs. Setters' father is a
prominent mining man of Denver. To this
union have been born two children, Evelyn M.,
and Domthy D., aged respectively five and two
years.

In fraternity circles. Dr. Setters is a
prominent and active worker. He is a past
grand in Imperial lodge, number 134, 1. O. O.
F.; a Mason, Elk, K. P., and a member of the
A. O. U. \:V., in each of which orders he holds
membership in Spokane lodges.

• • •

EDWIN SNOOK is a prominent and well
to-do fruit grower residing at Peach, \Vashing
ton. He is a native of London, England, born
June 4, 1852, the son of Henry and Charlotte
(Watson) Snook, both natives of England.

\Vhen one year of age Edwin Snook was
brought by his parents to Toronto, Canada,
where they both died. While in Canada he
mastered the plasterer and bricklayer's trade,
which he was following at the time of h's mar
riage, March 29, 1875, to Mary Moore, :1 \1ative

of Canada, the daughter of William H
Catherine (Wainwright) Moore, both of 'Eand

lish nativity. Mrs. Snook's parents cam ng-
L · Ideto
•. II~CO n some years ago, an the father is still
hvmg at Peach, the mother having died at
Davenport.

In 1878, Mr. and Mrs. Snook came west to
Rosebur:g, Oregon, and engaged in farming
which vocation they followed there until 188-'
when they came to Lincoln county and fil:J
on an unimproved homestead near Egypt. Here
they lived until after the panic of 1893, when
Mr. Snook turned the ranch over to his Sons
Harry J. and William E., purchased fourtw;
acres of fruit land at Peach and at once entered
extensively into the fruit raising business in
which he has since been engaged on the same
land. He has one of the choicest homes in the
locality, a fine twelve-room house, with all
modern improvements in the way of water, and
all up-to-date conveniences, a first class barn
and other out door improvements. Mr. Snook
came to Lincoln county with little means. and
is now in comfortable circumstances. He is
a member of the Loyal Americans, of Peach,
and both he and Mrs. Snook are members of the
Presbyterian church of Davenport. They are
both active and interested workers in all matters
aiming to the benefit of the educational facili
ties of the community.

The brothers and sisters of Mr. Snook are:
Henry, for the past twenty-five years a member
of the police force of Detroit, Michigan; Mrs.
Charlotte Staples, also of Detroit; M:s. Emma
Johnson, living in the Northwest TerrItory; and
William, for twenty-five years a conductor on
a car line in Detroit. The brothers and sister
of Mrs. Snook, all of whom are residents of
Lincoln county, are Thomas and James Moor~
and Mrs. Alice Turner. Mr. and Mrs. Snoo
have been parents of twelve children: Harry J.
and \Villiam E. who own a hrge farm near

, 'f f HenrvEgvpt; Katie, Emma, Grace, WI eO,
Hill of Peach; Alice, Georgia, Bertha, Rena,
Olive, Boyd, and Edwin.

• ••

JOHN R. HILL. One of the s~ccessf~;
fruit growers of Lincoln county resldmg d

. l' . deans anPeach who came west WIth Imlte 111 h'· R
' ·Jon·who now enjoys easy circumstances, IS tj'

. . B ton coun ,HIll, born May 17, 1855, m en
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M
· ouri. When a young man, his father,
ISS . f of

William B., a native 0 ennessee, w~nt to

M'ssouri where he served three years 111 the
,I, d d B'Civil War. He afterwar remove to nscoe
county, Texas, ~he~e h~ engaged in the sto~k
business. He died m his Texas home, Apnl,
1901, aged sixty-seven. years. Th.e mother,
Brunette (Dickers?n) H.Ill, was born I.n Tennes
see and died in MIssouri. Mr. HIll IS the sec
ond in a family of eight children, namely, Mrs.
Mary E. Wa,inwrigh~, who died i.n Wilbur,
Washington, Mrs. Mmerva Doak, James R.,
Mrs. Laura Br60ks, deceased, Mrs. Loretta
Cheser, Robert M. and Mrs. Nora Knox.

John R. Hill grew to manhood on a farm,
learned the carpenter's trade, and received his
education in an old time log school house. Dur
ing the war the family was subject to raids by
soldiers and danger from bushwhackers.

On March 9, 1876, John R. Hill was mar
ried to Alice E. Thompson, who was born in
Clermont county, Ohio, February 21, 1858.
Her father, John \Y. Thompson, a native of
New York state, removed to Ohio in pioneer
days, and thence, in 1868, to Benton county,
Missouri, where he lived until his death in July,
1872. Her mother, Anna S. (Dark) Thomp
son, a native of \Vilkshire. England, came to
the United States when eleven years of age.
After the death of her husband she came to Lin
coln county, and died at Wilbur in 1892. 1\1rs.
Hill's brothers and sisters are: \Villiam, who
served in the federal army, first as a drummer
boy and later as a regular soldier; Mrs. Amy
]. Smith, Alfred]., Mrs. Nellie Fancher, Henry
M., and Had D. One brother, Samuel, died in
the army during the Rebellion.

In the spring of 1884 Mr. .and Mrs. Hill
came to Deep creek, Spokane county, and two
years later they took up a homestead near \Vil
bur. At that time settlers were few, and for
t\~oyearsonly two women were in that vicinity.
\'vhlle at Wilbur Mr. Hill improved his ranch,
worked at his trade of carpentering and handled
~lrnber. In 1896 Hr. Hill bought his present

Orne of seventeen acres, moving onto it in the
spnng of 1898. This land, upon which he has
\Pleasant home, is one of the best locations in
t e valley of the Columbia and has the advan
~ag\Of irrigation. Ten a;res of it is in fruits,
t? t e' raising of which Mr. Hill devotes his
lrne eXclusively.

Mr, and Mrs. Hill have five children living:

\Yilliam T., a prosperous farmer; James A.,
a ·fruit grower; Nellie M., wife of Roque Uribe;
Henry c., and Homer, both fruit growers. All
areliving at Peach. One son, Charles E., died
January 15, 1904, aged fourteen years.

Mr. Hill is a member of the Loyal Ameri
cans; and both he and wife are members of the
Methodist church, South.

• ••

ALLEN EMERSON, One of the first
settlers of Lincolh county is Allen Emerson,
a thrifty fruit grower and retired minister, who
resides at Peach. Born December 12. 1847,
in \Vhite county, Illinois, son of William E.
and Mary (Pyle) Emerson, his early years
were years of struggle and responsibility.
When only fourteen years of age the death of
his mother left him with the care of five
younger brothers and sisters: At this time the
family were practically orphans, as the father's
duty 'in the eighty-seventh regiment of Illinois
prevented his return to the motherless children.
The father died in 1868. He was bony in
White county, Illinois, of which county his pa
rents were early settlers. His mother was a
native of Ohio.

The duties of caring for his brothers and
sisters left little time for education during his
boyhood, but the schooling he lacked then was
made up in his young manhood. At twenty
six he was ordained a Baptist minister, and at
twenty-seven he was attending college at Ew
ing, Illinois.

For some time after his ordination, Mr.
Emerson followed the occupations of farmer
and minister. Three years prior to his leaving
Illinois, however, he devoted his entire time
to the last named calling. In the spring of
1884 he, together with his family, came to
the Big Bend country, and located in the vicin
ity of Brents, near the present site of Creston.
His experiences here are somewhat unique and
historical. He was the first Baptist minister
west of Reardon, he helped to organize the first
Sunday school, being its first superintendent;
he aided in the organization of the first Baptist
church, immersed the' first convert, and mar
ried the first white couple. After locating land
here he removed to "Velsh creek. In the spring
of 1898 he sold this land and bought his present
home of twenty-one acres, six acres of which is
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in orchard, bearing all varieties of fruits and
berries adapted to this latitude, the culture of
which is his specialty. Mr. Emerson has been
prosperous in his western home, owning be
sides his homestead, one hundred and sixty
acres of land on Hawk creek.

March 8, 1876, occurred the marriage of
Allen Emerson and Clara Gollihur. Mrs.
Emerson was born near Knoxville, Tennessee.
Her father, Andrew C. Gollihur, a native of
Tennessee, migrated first to Iillinois, then abo'ut
three years ago to Creston, \Vashington. He
is now seventy-three years of age. Her mother,
Mary J. Gollihur, died in Illinois. Mrs. Emer
son was the second of a family of eleven chil~

dren. Mr. and Mrs. Emerson are the parents of
seven children: Clarence and \Villiam A., both
attending school at a boy's college in Spokane;
Otis A., Bertha, Mary E., and Martin R., all
attending schooL

• ••

PETER CARSTE:t\S, one of the promi
nent landed proprietors of Spokane and Lin~

coin counties, was born in Holstein, Germany,
March I, 1841. His parents, Claus and Anna
(\Vien) Carstens, were, also, natives of Ger
many, where his father died at the age of thir
ty-five years. He was a farmer and never
came to the United States. The mother lived
and died in Germany at the age of eighty-six
years, in 1896. They were the parents of five
children, viz: Claus, J r., now residing at Rear
dan, Lincoln county, \Vashington, came to
America in 1886, and is a farmer; Jacob, Eliza
and Alsbay, now in Germany, and our subject,
Peter Carstens.

At the death of his mother young Carstens
was reared in the family of Henry Miller,
where he received his board and clothes for his
work, and' was permitted to attend the public
schools until the age of sixteen years. He
began work at the age of eight, and has since
supported himself through his own unaided
efforts. At the age of twenty-five he was ap
pointed overseer of about one hundred men,
and remained with them until he was twenty
eight. In 1870 Mr. Carstens came to a point
ne1r Troy. Rensselaer county, New York state.
where he continued work on a farm five years,
in the employment of David Benst. He re
moved from there in 1875, going to Ringgold

county, Iowa, where he purchased land
subsequently lost it. He was there two y and

d · 881' d' earsan 111 1 7 , 1avll1g save thIrty cattle fr '
the wreck of his fortunes, he took them to Kom

an·
sas and sold them. He left Kansas March 20

1878, and drove a wagon to Spokane Wash:
.. ington. He left. with four children, ~nd One

was born on the Journey at Baker City. That
year the Bannock Indians were on the \Yar

path, but our subject arrived in safety. Mr
Carsteris settled in \Valla \Valla for one winter'
his family -remaining about one year. He the~
came to a ranch which he now owns on Cres.
cent Prairie, in Spokane, where he took squat
ter's rights. It is now Crescent Park. This
was in 1879, and here he secured a homestead,

In 1862, in Germany,. Mr. Carstens was
united in marriage to Anna Ties, a natin of
Germany. They are the parents of five chil
dren, Emma, who was the wife of J. Warren,
who died in 1887; Oscar, aged twenty years;
Henry,Ernest and Charles, all at present liring
in the Big Bend countny.

Mr. Carstens owns four hundred acres of
land in Spokane county and about $8,000
worth of city property. He has a handsome
seven~room, modern house at No. 829 Kettle
avenue, Spokane, and is holding a fine ranch
in Spokane county with a nine-room house,
large, substantial barn, good buildings and a
five-acre orchard. M r. Carstens is a pro
gressiYe, enterprising business man and one of
the substantial citizens of Spokane county, \\'h~
has risen to prominence by his own efforts anJ
in the face of many, apparently, insurmount
able obstacles.

Oscar Carstens married Jennie Smith, and
has three children. He resides on section 13,
town 25, range 40, Lincoln county. Henry
married Minnie Kaplinder, and has five chll·
dren. He lives on section 10, town 25. range
40. Ernest was marri.ed to Flora Setters,
They have one child and reside in Spokane,
section 31 town 26 range 40. Charles ]n'es. , , H led
on section 18, town 26, range 40. .e marf
Alice Landers and they have one chIld.

•••

FRED D. TIMM is a prosperous fruit
grower residing at Peach, Lincoln ~ounty,

W h· b . E' count\",as mgton. He was om 111 (Ie '
New York, on November 20, 1856, reared on
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claim he conducted a sawmill. His was truly
a pioneer family in that locality, and until
two years after their locating there, :Mrs. Bay
ley was the sale white woman nearer than Fort
Spokane. The place where they located is now
Peach, formerly known as Orchard Valley,
Washington. Mr. Bayley at one time owned
the entire flat at the mouth of Hawk creek,
but owning to business reverses he lost heavily,
so that all the land that was saved from his
creditors was a quarter section upon which the
family now makes its home. While still in the
prime of life, full of pluck and energy, and striv
ing to repair his previous losses, :Mr. Bayley
was stricken by pneumonia fever, and died J an
uary 30, 1900. He was well known over a
great portion of this state and Oregon, and
universally liked and respected.

The family has one hundred and sixty
acres of land in an ideal location for fruit grow
ing, about thirty acres of which is in orchard
and under irrigation, a large and comfortable
house, commodious barn, outbuildings, and so
forth, including a large building used as a fruit
dryer.

The father of Lester S. Bayley was Dr. J. R.
Bayley, a native of Springfield, Ohio, born in
1820. Dr. Bayley was educated in the east and
crossed the plains to the \Villamette valley, Ore
gon, settling at Lafayette in 1855. He was
ever an active and influential man politically,
and was repeatedly honored by office. He was
elected to the legislature in 1856. removed to
Corvallis and while there he was elected county
judge of Benton county and re-elected in 1864·
He was a Mason of high standing. and \"idely
known all over the state. He died in 1901. His
wife, the mother of our subject. was Elizabeth
(Harpold) Bayley, born in Ohio, 1834, and
died in 1899.

On March 16, 1881, Lester S. Bayley was
married to Amelia Denney, a native of Bremer

I county, Iowa, and daughter of \Villiam H. and
I Mary J. (Kern) Denney. and granddaughter

of Joseph Denney, who is stillli\'ing in Bremer.
county at ,the extreme age of ninety-six. \Nill
iam H. Denney was born in New England, re
moved at an early age to Bremer county, came
to WaHa Walla in 1878, and thence to Medical
Lake the following year, where he is still living
at the age of sixty-seven. Mrs. Bayley's 'mother
died in 1897, in her fifty-ninth year. Mr. and
Mrs. Denney were parents of fourteen chil-

•••

. LESTER S. BAYLEY, deceased. Born
111 the state of Ohio, October 25, 1852, Lester
S. Bayley as a child crossed the plains with
hIS parents and settled in Oregon. Educated
at Corvallis and later at the Catholic school for
boys at 'Vancouver, as well as at a business
ccoll~ge in Portland, he then went into southern

alf .
b

~ orma where he was enO'aO'ed in the sheep
USIn' "' "' ,ess until he returned to Oregon and came

~n to Medical Lake, Washington, in 1878. He
L~ settled on a preenlption claim near Medical I

e, then came to the mouth of Hawk creek
on the Col b' . j5t d urn. la flver where he filed on a home-

ea and whIle maintaining a residence on his

d educated both in English and Ger-
a farm an ",.. . htl n went to Lancaster, vv IsconSIll, III t e
man, f le882 In the spring of 1884 he came to
fall a 1 . I
Harrington engaged at farm work on sa ar,y,
filed a preemption on Coal creek, t~ok a home-

d n Lake creek and engaged III the stock.5 a . h' . f h.' business Owmg to t e seventy 0 t eraIsIng .
. t of 1887-88 he was so unfortunate as to\l'1n er

I most of his stock, but he gradually over-
ose . ' d'

the loss and IS now III a prosperous can 1-
came f" d f . 1 d. on his six-acre tract 0 Irngate rUlt an
tlOn, fi . h . f
at Peach, where he came rst III t e spnng 0

1894· . J \AT T'Mr. Timm's father IS olm 'v. Imm, a
native German who came to the United States
in 1856, settled in Er~e cou.nty, where at the
aue of eighty he IS st1l1 hVlllg a retIred hfe.
Tile mother of our subject ,vas Anna (Fergem)
Timm a native of Germany, and died during
the childhood of Fred Timm.

Fred D. Timm was married to Tomasa
[riva, a native of Mexico, October 27, 1892,
and to them six children in all have been born,
though only four are living. Fred \V., Reuben
D., Minnie A., and Almira R.

Mrs. Timm was the daughter of Roque and
Domasa Uriva, the former being deceased in
Mexico and the latter still living at Peach.

At an early age Mrs. Timm came to Cali
fornia, and froni that state to Lincoln county,
\\'ashington, in 1892, where she died December
20, 1903, at the age of thirty-six. She was a
devoted member of the Church of God, at
Creston, as is also her husband, and was ever
a devoted and self sacrificing mother, to her
children, and a patient, faithful helpmeet to
Mr. Timm.
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dren, twelve of whom are living, Enice M.,
Lydia J., Joseph W., Mrs. Bayley, James H.,
Huldah A., Hattie R., Eddie 0., Addie M.,
Merten P., Emery VV., and Reuben R. Those
dead are, Enorettie and Ettie M.

Mr. and Mrs. Bayley have been parents of
seven children, James W., Marcus L., Emery
S .. Bertie. deceased, Mary Elizabeth, Ida A.,
and Haze11L

Mrs. Bayley is a member of the Loyal
Americans and of the Royal Highlanders.

•••

JOHN F. NEE is a merchant and stock
man residing one mile south of Miles postoffice
at Fort Spokane. Born June 21,1848, in coun
ty Clare. Ireland, he was the son of Martin E.
and Mary Nee, with whom he came to Rich
mond, Virginia, in 1850. After arriving in this
country he lived near Cold Sulphur Springs, in
Rockbridge county, and at various other points
in Virginia. September 2, 1865, he enlisted
with Company F, Second United States In
fantry. at Wheeling. West Virginia. As a
soldier Mr. Nee traveled extensively over the
South, being stationed at divers points, until
1877. In that year during the Nez Perce \Var,
still so fresh in the memories of western pion
eers, he was ordered with his command. then
at Chattanooga, Tennessee, to Lewiston. Idaho,
with headquarters at Lapwai. During the Ban
nock Indian raid, of 1878, Mr. Nee was sent
into the Harney valley and other parts of Ore
gon, and soon after the establishment of Fort
Chelan his company was ordered there. He
was next stationed at Fort Spokane, and the
year following his coming to this fort his term
of enlistment expired, whereupon he left the
army.

He at once took employment with F. R.
Moore and August Goldsmith, who conclucted
a store near the fort. He remained with this
firm for a time, then settled on his present home
at the mouth of the Spokane river and estab
lished a general merchandise store which he
still conducts. Besides his store Mr. Nee owns
a quarter section of land, well improved with
good house. outbuildings, and a ten-acre or
chard of choice and carefully selected trees, and
a small herd each of horses and cattle.

John F. Nee was marriecl to Margaret Ker
win. at Louisville, Kentucky, February 10,

1867. Mrs. Nee is a native of Irelancl 'h
hU 'dS ,1\0ca1?e to t e I1lte tates .as a child. This

Ul110n has been blessed by nme children Jh
William, Ida M., deceased, Jennie E 1'h 0 n,.. omas
E., Melville A., James, Joseph and Albert.

•••

HON. JOHN GRAY, better known a
Captain Gray, a prominent minin er man witt
his home at 214 Third avenue, Sp~kane:cam~
to Spokane February I, 1893, and embarked in
the second-hand mercantile business. He re
mained thus engaged until 1900, when he sold
out. Since that time he has devoted his ener
gies almost exclusively to the operation of
mines. Prior to his advent in Spokane, Mr.
Gray had had some experience in mining mat
ters in New Mexico, and in December of 1895.
he located the well-known Crvstal mine at Fort•
Spokane. A corporation. of which Captain
Gray is vice-president and superintendent, Il'as
formed to develop the property, \yhich is one
of the best equipped mines in this locality.

In the fall of 19°2 Captain Gray was elected
on the Democratic ticket to the state legislature
from the fifth legislative district, which office
he still holcls; and in May, 1903, he was elected
to the city council of Spokane, from the second
\yard. Having business interests in Lincoln.
county, he has spent a large portion of his time
here since coming .to the state. He is in part
nership with Benjamin Linsay. a capitalist of
Pierce, Nebraska, and Byron W. Woolverton.
a real estate dealer of Spokane, in the Crystal
City townsite, adjoining the mine of the same
name. He/owns a handsome modern house m
Spokane and is in high standing among the
business men of the city.

John Gray was born in Terre Haute, In
diana. August 28. 1843, the son of James an.d
Elizabeth (Elliott), Gray, the former a natl\:
of Kentucky, of Insh descent, and the latter,
native of North Carolina, of Scotch ancestf)·
He has had three brothers and two sisters'-

hEI" betLoton deceased. Solon, Joseph, Mrs. lza
" I McCor'Buckner deceased and Mrs. Mart 1a, ,

mick. ., lthv
The father of the famIly was a \\ea O·

farmer who took his wife and children to t'l, . ed untl
tumwa Iowa 111 18~0 where he remam, , ... , Id t son
his death in 1875 While here the 0 es

. d J hn was
was elected sheriff of the county, an 0
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, d ut)' for two vears. Later our subj ect

hIS ep -. f 0
nlember of ,the pohce department 0 t-

was a I h d .'a and for ten years was at t le ea ot
tum" , . fl' fthat department in the capacIty 0 c lle. .

In October, 1867, Mr. Gray was marned to
ane'E. Stevens, daughter of Dr. Abraham andt tharine (Peckenpaw) Stevens. Dr. Stevens,
n~w ninety years of age, is still living in Ot
tumwa, while Mrs: St-e~ens IS dead. T.he only
issue of this marnage IS Anna Lee, WI fe of a
mining and real estate man of Spokane.

In the summer of 1879 Captain Gray
shipped to Santa Fe, New Mexico, the first car
load of mules that ever went over the Atchison,
Topeka,& Santa Fe railroad. Later he located
in Santa Fe and engaged in the grocery busi
ness. He became clerk of the court of his coun
ty held the office two years, and later was for
fo~r years warden of the territorial peniten
tiary, his appointment to this responsible posi
tion coming from Governor E. G. Ross. His
record in ,this office was made remarkable in
that during his tenure not an escape was ef
fected from the institution, He was next made
chief of police of Santa Fe, which office he
held for three years, when he resigned to come
to Spokane.

While a resident of Iowa :rvlr. Gray built
and owned the steamer Mattie \\Tilson. which
plied the Des Moines river, and of which he
himself was for a number of years captain, thus
acquiring the title he bears. Captain Gray is a
member of Spokane lodge, number 34, A. F. &
A, M.

•••

JOHN 1\'. WOLFRUM, a' farmer residing
three .and one half miles west of Egypt, was
born III Bavaria, Germany, February I, 1855,
the Son of John M. and Margaret Wolfrum.
He has one brother, George, who lives in Ger
many.

John Wolfrum was a regular soldier in the
German army prior to his sailing from Bremen
~ New York in 1880. He arrived at New

ork without money and borrowed enough to
tak h' . 'e 1m to ChIcago, from which city he soon
Went to Fo'rt Snelling, Minnesota where he ac
~epted employment from the gov~rnment team
Inhg at the fort. He was still in the emplov of
teU'dS -ka llIte tates when he came to Fort Spa-

ne, and was engaged in freighting for the
government between Fort Spokane and Sprague

and Spokane for eight years. He then bought
a quarter section of railroad land where he now
lives, and set to work improving his home. He
started in with a small cabin for a domicile,
and for a time was greatly hampered by pov
erty, but he now is worth considerable in cash
and has a fine home with plenty of stock, im
plements, and so forth, to successfully cultivate
his farming land, of which he has two hundred
and forty acres. He also has about an equal
amount of timber and pasture land. He raises
principally grain.

Mr. \\Tolfrum was married to Lena Schleer,
a native of Baden, Germany, January 7, 189I.
Mrs. \\Tolfrum came to the United States with
her mother, who is now living in this vicinity,
in 1889. Her father died in Germany. Mrs.
Wolfrum has one brother, a jeweler by trade,
still in Germany.

To Mr. and Mrs. \Volfrum have been born
three children, John G., William G., and Han~

nah.
Mr. and 1\lrs. \Volfrum are devoted mem

bers of the Lutheran church. and are people of
the highest moral and financial standing in their
community.

• ••

BENJAMIN F. DOWNING, son of Har
rison and Betsey E. (Briggs) Do\ming. is a
farmer residing six miles northwest of Egypt,
\VashingtQn. Mr. Downing \\'as born in Yates
county" New York, May 6, 1847. His father
was born in the same county, as was also the
subject's grandfather and great-grandfather.
His great-great-grandfather \vas one of the
first settlers in New York, coming from Eng
land; and the subject's grandfather \\'as a sol
dier in the \Var of 1812. Harrison Downing
was a wagon master in the Civil war. He en
listed in 1861 in a company under General Mc
Clellan, and with that general was in several
prominent battles, among \vhich was Bull Run.
He had two sons who sen'ed in the same com
pany with him, Hamilton and Edwin. Edwin
is now dead, and Hamilton lives in Iowa. Bet
sy (Briggs) Downing was born in New York
and her father also was a soldier in the War of
1812. Both parents of our subject died in
Iowa, the father aged sixty-five, and the mother
eighty-six.

The boyhood of Benjamin Downing- was
spent on a farm with his parents, and in the



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

-
fall of 1864 he enlisted in Company E, One
Hundred and Forty-fourth New York Infantry,
with which command he remained for one year,
all of which time he was stationed in New York
state. After this he went to a lumber camp
north of Grand Rapids, Michigan, where he
worked at lumbering.

On January 1, 1868, Benjamin Downing
was married in Newaygo county, Michigan, to
Josephine Heath. a native of Ashtabula county,
Ohio, and the daughter of Albert and Lucy
(Cook) Heath. Albert Heath \\'as born in
Massachusetts, where he learned the trade of
millwright, and was an early pioneer in Ashta
bula county. He made that county his contin
uous home .from the time of his settling there
until his death, with the exception of seven
years spent in Michigan. He died in Ashta
bula county, in 1899, aged ninety years, two
months and nine days. The Heath family
emanated from England, Sir Robert Heath. the
founder of the American family of Heaths,
coming to America as early as 16r6. At a
grand re-union of Heaths at Ross Park, New
York, in r903. there were three hundred and
fifty present. Some of the family were soldiers
in the Revolution, among whom was General
William Heath.

Lucy (Cook) Heath was a native of Ne\v
Hampshire, spent her life in that state, New
York, Vermont, and Ohio, and died in Ashta
bula county in r896, in her ninetieth year:.
The brothers and sisters of Mrs. Downing were.
Mrs. Clara French, deceased, Mrs. Bet~y But
ler. Herman L., Adoniram J., a veteran of the
Civil War under. Sherman; William H. and
Chauncy A. All of those living are in the state
of Ohio, except the last named, who is in Grass i
Valley, Oregon. Mrs. Downing is a direct de- I
scendant of the noted Governor \Vinslow, one i
of the colonial governors of Massachusetts. !

Benjamin F. Downing was a pioneer settler I
in Clay county, Nebraska, where he took a .
homestead in r872. In the spring of r883 he !
came to Sherman county, Oregon. and engaged I
in the stock business. In the fall of r889 he I
came with his family to Lincoln county, bring- I
ing with him a drove of cattle and some horses.
This stock Mr. Downing endeavored to winter
on Hawk creek, but owing to the exceptional
severity of the winter, the greater portion of
them died, thus badly crippling the owner finan- i
cially. However,' he went to work again, and

has gradually gained in wealth until now he .
one of the well-to-do residents of Lincoln IS

H . h d d COUn-ty. e owns SIX un re and forty acr f
land, four hundred of which are under ~sl~
vation, where he resides, a large herd of ca~tl~
some horses and smaller domestic animals.. H~
has a handsome home, a productive orchard a d
everyth~ng about his farm betokens thrift a~d
prosperIty. All that he has, he has made sin

. L' I cecommg to mco n county.

•••

WILLIAM M. FRANS is a native of Fort
Davis, Texas, born November 10, r866. He
now lives on a farm two and one half miles
north of Egypt, Washington, where he came in
1880 from the vicinity of Colfax. He first
came to this state with his parents in a wagon
drawn by oxen, in 1879, and settled at Walla
\Valla, removing thence to near Colfax.' On
March r8, 1887, Mr. Frans was married to
Corrie Duncan, who died January 13, rgoo,
leaving a family of three children, Charles L.,
Myrtle L and Ora E. Mr. Frans was married
for the second time, April 2, r902, to Laura A,
Vonschriltz, a native of Pike county, Ohio,

Immediately after his first marriage Mr.
Frans removed to Rathdrum, Idaho, and, reo
turning, located near Mondovi, \Vashington,
In 1895 he went to the mines near Bossburg,
Stevens county, where he worked for a time in
a sawmill, then later returned to his present 10'
cation. He bought the home where he now
resides in r899, and owns two hundred and
forty acres, one half of which is good gram
land, and the balance is timber. His land IS

in a high state of cultivation, and he has good
buildings, and sufficient implements, stock, and
so forth, -to successfully carryon his business.
He makes a specialty of raising grain and hogs.
He is now in easy circumstances, although poor
when coming here.

Mr. Frans was the son of John S. and Mary
Frans the former a native of Germany, and

, , H' esent
th~ latter of Scotch parentage. . IS pr nd
wife's father and mother were MIles A, a
Emma Vonschriltz, both natives of Ohio. Sh~

'11' athas four brothers, George, and WI lam.
Douglas county, James, and Floyd. . '0

Mrs. Frans came west with her parents ~
1892 and settled in Lincoln county, Was'
ington.
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Mr. Frans is a highl! respected and hon
orable citizen of his locahty, and takes an act
, 'nterest in all movements set on foot for the
I~J h'betterment and development of IS surround-

ings.

JACOB REINBOLD, a farmer living one
mile north of Egypt, was born March 28, 186I,

in Baden, Germany, the son of Mathias and
Christina Reinbold. He is a brother of Simon
Reinbold, a sketch of whose life is given else
where in this volume.

Mr. Reinbold attended school in his native
country, where he was reared on a farm, and
received a good common school education. In
October of the year 1880 he set sail from Havre,
France, aboard a French steamer bound for the
United States, and arrived in New York City,
whence he came to Aurora, Illinois. His next
move was to Minneapolis, where during the
winter after his arrival at that city he followed
lumbering. In April, 1882, he came to Miles
City, Montana, where he joined his brothers
Andrew Simon and George, with Avhom he be
came employed on the Northern Pacific rail
road. After a brief time, in company with his
brothers, Andrew and George, he started on
feot to his present locality, which they finally
reached after a walk totaling eight hundred
miles. During this tiresome journey the broth
ers underwent great har.dships, at different
times they having to tramp over the hot prairie
hungry ~nd thirsty, although they had money
with \\'hlch to buy food if only it could be had.
One brother settled here, married, and died in
1893, leaving a widow and two sons. Our sub
J.ect arrived here and ate his first meal on the
larm he now Owns in 1882. The place was then
the property of another from whom Mr. Rein
~Olcl has since plI.rchased it. J:Ie settled on a
omestead two miles west of hIS present farm,

and ,began working at various occupations to
~bta1l1 money with which to improve his land.
hell1g a man of superior judgment and thrift
he has contll1ued from the day of his settling
her~ 10 better his financial condition until now
e IS One of the well-ta-do farmers of Lincoln

COunty.

to ~~fb Reinboldwas married June 16, 1888,
Rer f ~a Buck, a native of Elsass, Germany.

at er was David Buck who died in Ger-
many d h ', an er mother is Barbara (Glas) Buck,

now living in that country. Mrs. Reinbold has
two brother~, Michael and Charles Buck, living
near Davenport, to which city Mrs. Reinbold
came with her brother's wife in 1886.

Mr. Reinbold purchased 'his present farm in
1897, and brought his family to live here the
following year. He owns eight hundred acres,
five hundred acres of which are excellent agri
cultural land. He has a fine, modern, dwelling
house, large barns and outbuildings, and his
farm well improved and in a high state of cul
tivation. There is also a good school house on
his land. His house, a two story structure, IS
situated on the Davenport-Fort Spokane road,
and in one of the choicest locations in the vi
cinity. Both he and Mrs. Reinbold are mem
bers of the Lutheran church.

Mr. and Mrs. Reinbold have eight children,
Jacob P., Frederick W., Elizabeth C, Louisa
C, Simon M., Freda M. and Charles G.

••••

LEMUEL COMBS, a prosperous farmer
residing thr,ee and one half miles north of La
rene, was born May 4, 1859, in Floyd county,
Kentucky, the son of James and Malinda
(Hayes) Combs, both now living in Cowley
county, Kansas. Both parents were born in
Floyd county, and the father was a soldier in
the Civil "Var. He is now sixty-eight years of
age, while the age of Mrs. Combs is sixty-five.

The brothers and sisters of Lemuel Combs
are: Joseph, a merchant in Cameron, l\Iissouri;
Saul, a mechanical engineer; May, a book
keeper at Cambridge, Kansas; and Kora, at
Nickerson, Kansas.

As a boy, Lemuel Combs was taken by his
parents to Kansas where he was reared ona
grain and stock farm and given a good common
school education. In 1882 he came through,
New Mexico, Arizona, and California, and ar
rived in Lincoln county, vVashington, in 1884.
Here he located on a piece of railroad land,
which he at once began to improve. He also
followed government contracting, and supplied
Fort Spokane with grain and produce. He has
now three hundred and sixty acres of good
land, a first class orchar.d, good, commodious
and modern farm house and out buildings,
goocl improvements and sufficient cattle. horses
and hogs to make the business of farming
pay.
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Although Mr. Combs has never been the

head of a family, he has always taken a fore
most part in all school affairs, and in fact, in
all enterprises having a tendency to develop
and better the conditions of the country. When
he came here he settled on raw land, and had
little means. but he is now a man in comfort
able circumstances, and has a wide circle of
friends.

He is a member of the Davenport Lodge,
No. 64, 1. O. O. F.

•••

CHARLES BUCK, JR., resides on a farm
six and one-half miles north of Davenport. He
was born in Alsace, Germany, February 29,
1860, the son of David and Barbara (Glass)
Buck. The father, also a native of Alsace,
was a well-to-do farmer, and died in his native
country, January 18, 1903, in his sixty-fifth
year. The mother was born in Alsace, and is
still living in the house in which she was born,
sixty-seven years ago.

The brothers and sisters of Mr. Buck are,
Mrs. Barbara Wohlmuth, Michael, Frederick,
Mrs. Louisa Reinbold, David, and Mary Aun
toz.

Mr. Buck grew up on a farm in his native
country, received a good common school edu
cation, and served in the German army between
the years 1880-83. The year after his leaving
the army he sailed from Havre, France, for
America. Arriving at New York he proceeded
at once to San Francisco, and thence to Petal
uma, California. In the spring of 1887 he came
to Lincoln and settled on his present homestead,
and commenced at once to build up and improve
his claim. He now owns two bundred and
forty acres, for the most part good grain land,
and makes a specialty of grain farming, though
he has a first class orchard, and raises some
stock.

Mr. Buck was married to Caroline Straub,
a native of Alsace, on August 12, 1889. She
was born May 9, 1867. Mrs. Buck is the
daughter of John and Elizabeth (Roth) Straub,
both, like,vise, natives of Alsace. Her father
was a soldier in the Franco-Prussian war, being
in the French army. After leaving this army
he was for twenty-eight years in the employ of
the German go\'emment, and is now living in
Strasburg, Germany, at the age of seventy-five

years. Mrs. Buck's mother is still livin
. Id H b g andIS seventy years o. er rothers and s' tIS ers
are John, Charles, Jacob, Mrs. Alice Ch' I
Mrs. ,Emil,y Miller, Mrs. Louisa yvolf and ~!s'
Sophia Miller. The last namt';d IS now dead .

Mr. and Mrs. Buck have no children of th .
own, but have one adopted son, Franke. Bu~l.
born December 5, 1894. '

Both Mr. and Mrs. Buck are members i
the ~utheran church. With their Son they tO~k
a tnp back to Germany recently, which journey
consumed four months. Mr. Buck returned
more firm in the ccnviction than ever that this
is the most desirable country in which to live
on the face of the globe, and he intends remain.
ing here during the rest of his life.

•••

CHARLES F. WILKE is a natire oi
Shelby county, Illinois, born September 4, 1866.
He is now a prominent and prosperous farmer
residing four miles north of Davenport. Mr.
Wilke's father was August \Vilke, a native oi
Germany, in which country he was a tailor by
trade, and for a number of years a member oi
the standing army. He came to the United
Stales in 1865 and settled in Shelby county, IIli·
nois, Later he went to Chicago. where he was
at the time of the great fire. From Chicago
he returned to Shelby county, where he fol
lowed farming, and in 1891 came to Lincoln
county, Washington, where he is still living
on a large tract of land which he has since ac·
quired.

The brothers and sisters of Mr. Wilke are,
Herman A., Gustave \V., both of whom are
living with their father; and Bertha, wife of
Charles A. Level.

At the age of eighteen Charles Wilke.started
out to work for wages among different tarmers
of his native county, and came to thiS county
with his father in 1891. He worked on salary
for a few years until he got sufficient start m
life to enable him to enter the business of farm
ing on his own account which he has since condO

0' d dantinued to do. He now has six hun re d' . an
forty acres of land all under cultlvatlOn,, b dpas,
five hundred and fifty acres of tim er an
lure land with plenty of stock, implements,

, h' pera-
and so forth, to successfully carry on IS 0

tions. B
Charles F. Wilke was married to Mary .
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k a native of Douglas county, Oregon,
Swan. 'h G W S k"ler '>8 r903· Her fat er, . . wan,Septem ) -,

.oneer to the coast from the state of In-
was a pI ..' Sk' t. He is now hvmg 111 aglt -coun y,
dIana. h . AI' (M'llWashington. Her mot er. IS Ice. I .er)

S
. k a native of Mlssoun, and IS stIll hvmg.

II an , . 1 'ld 11 fMr. and Mrs. Sw~nk have nme c II ren, a 0

whom are living 111 thIS state.
Mr. Wilke is a member of the M. W. A. of

Davenport.
He came to the country a poor man, has

done well here, and is so thoroughly satisfied
with the surroundings and. co.nditio.ns here that
he freely expresses it as hIS 111tentlOn to "make
the state of Washington and the county of Lin
coln his permanent home.

•••

SIMON REe,mOLD, vice president of and
a heavy stockholder in the Lincoln County
State Bank, is a farmer residing four and one
hali miles northwest of Egypt. Born March
20, r860, in Baden, Germany, he was the son
of Mathias and Christina Reinbold, both of
whom are now dead.

Mr. Reinbold is a member of a family
originally comprising fourteen children. The
names of those besides himself, who came to
America were: Andrew, deceased, Methias,
George, Daniel, deceased. Jacob, William.
Katharine. deceased. and Mrs. Eva Johnson.

In June, r880, Mr. Reinbold came to the
United States in company with his brother An
drew. Landing at New York they proceeded
to Chicago, near which city they were employed
for a time on a farm, whence they came to
MlI1n~apolis. In the spring of r883 they came
to MIssoula, Montana. In company with his
WIfe and sister, Mr. Reinbold came to his pres
ent farm from Missoula, in July, r883. Here
he loc.ated a homestead and began at once to
make Improvements. He was in close financial
CIrcumstances upon coming here, and was com
pelIed to haul freight to Sprague and Spokane
III order to get a start. He now owns about
eIght hundred and ten acres of land one half
0.£ which is good grain land. and tl;e balance
timber and pasture land. All of his ground is
under fen . .ce, 111 an" advanced stage of Improve-
~ent and well stocked with horses, cattle and

e smaller domestic animals.
December 2r, r882, Simon Reinbold was

married to Katharine E. Hass, a native of Ba
den, Germany. She was the daughter of Chris
tian and Susan Hass, both of whom died in Ger
many. Mrs." Reinbold came to the United
States with Mr. Reinbold's brothers, George
and Daniel, and his sister, Katharine.

Mr. Reinbold, although coming to the coun
try a poor man, is now one of the prosperous
farmers of the county, and is a man of exten
sive popularity wherever he is known. Both
he and :Mrs. Reinbold are members of the Luth
eran church.

•••

JOHN STEPHEN FRANS came to his
present homestead, four and a half miles north
west of Egypt, in the year r880, being among
the first settlers in this vicinity while his fam-. ,
ily was the first one to permanently locate here.
They have one hundred and sixty acres, all
of which is suitable for cultivation, well im
proved alld abundantly stocked with all neces
sary domestic animals with which to success
fully carryon the business of farming.

John S. Frans was born in S1. Charles
county, Missouri, May 9, r844. He was the
son of James M. and Frances (Farmer) Frans,
natives of Virginia. The mother is dead, and
the father, who is eighty-nine years of age, is
living in Throckmorton county. Texas. Mr.
Frans is the eldest of a family' of six children,
the other members of which are: Mrs. Eliza
beth Thorp, in Throckmorton county, Texas;
Mrs. Susan V. Anderson, of Oklahoma; Will
iam, in Oklahoma; Mrs. Nancy Barber, of
Texas; and James B. The last named was a
soldier in the Philippine War.

At an early age our subject accompanied
his parents to Grayson county, Texas, subse
quently lived in different parts of the Lone Star
State. and finallv settled in Throckmorton coun-

•
ty. He was brought up on a farm. and in the
fall of r86r joined the Texas Rangers, with
which company he spent the period during the
Civil War on the frontier fighting Indians.
During this time he was in many hand to hand
battles and innumerable skirmishes. and at one
time while at home on a brief furlough with
stood single-handed a band of thirteen of the
warlike savages which had attacked his home
with the intent to massacre the familv .

•

In r874 he went to the country tributary to
the river Brazos, where he hunted buffalo, bear,
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deer and other wild animals. Five years later
he started with his family to drive to Walla
Walla, and finally arrived after much difficulty,
principally caused by the Indians. The journey.
consumed six months, and it was in the early
autumn when the family arrived at its destina
tion. They spent the winter of 1879 near
\iVaitsburg, and came to their present home the
following sununer.

Mr. Frans was married February I I, 1866,
to Mary Sutherlin, a native of Clay county, Illi
nois, and daughter of William and Mary
(Young) Sutherlin, born in North Carolina
and Indiana, respectively. The former was a
millwright. and died in Texas. The mother
came to this country with her son, with whom
this sketch has to deal, and dled in 1886, in her
seventy-fourth year. She and her husband
were parents of a family of eleven.

Mrs. Frans has one brother and two sisters,
James D. Sutherl1n, Mrs. Minerva Duncan,
and 1\1rs. M. M. Sofland. The children of Mr.
and Mrs. Frans are; \iVilliam, married to Laura
Von Schriltz, in Egypt; Stephen A., a rail
roader with the Oregon Railroad and Naviga
tion Company, and married to \Vinnie Foster;
Cordelia ]., wife of William Sillman, of Spo
kane; James D. and Webster, deceased; Frances
A., wife of \iV. T. Duncan, at Milan, Washing
ton; Carroll Howden, who is living at home;
Cora L., wife of Henry Mints at Larene, \Vash
ington; and Oscar, deceased.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Frans are devoted mem
bers of the Methodist Episcopal church, and
the family is one of the most highly respected in
the community.

• ••
DONALD McINNIS, who resides three

and a half miles north of Larene, \Vashington,
was born December 20, 1855, in Ontario, Can
ada. His parents were Donald and Margaret
(McDonald) McInnis, both natives of Scot
land. The father died at the age of .seventy
years, in 1900; and the mother, who is now
sixty-five years old, is living in Ontario. Mr.
McInnis has five brothers and one sister, and
one sister who is dead; Malcolm, in Davenport;
Hugh, at Detroit, Michigan; Jack, of Harring
ton, Washington; Alexander, of the same place;
John N., in Ontario; Mrs. Sarah A. Beaten,
in Ontario; and Mrs. Catharine McClure, de
ceased.

Donald McInnis came to the United Sta
in 1880, and went direct to San Francisco tes
the following spring he settled on his pro In

. esent
h.omes~ead, .at a. ~IIJ.1e when ~ew settlers had ar-
nved In thIS VICInity. Being in very stri
ent financial circumstances he was compelledT
~eek work. by the day for money with which t~
Improve hIS home. He worked for a time in
saw ~ill near Spokane, then w~nt to a mill o~
the line of the Northern Pacific railroad in
Idaho, where he dro~e oxen. His early strug
gles were made espeCIally hard by the high price
he had to pay for all his implements, and so
forth. For instance, the ordinary plow cost
at that time fifty dollars, other implements in
proportion. However, by dint of hard labor
and careful management, he gained rapidly
until now he is one of the well-to-do farmers ~i
his county. He owns six hundred and forty
acres, nearly all choice grain land, well im
proved and in a high state of cultivation. He
has an especially large house, good barn and
outbuildings, telephone connections with the
outside ,vorld, and, in fact, all the modern con
veniences. In addition to these possessions he
owns three hundred and twenty acres of fann
ing land near Almira.

February 18, I88g, Donald McInnis was
married to Christy McDonald, a native of On
tario, whom he knew, and with whom he at
tended school in his childhood days. She is
the daughter of John and Anna McDonald,
both of whom are still living in their old home
in Ontario. Mrs. McInnis' brothers and sis
ters are: \iVilliam, of North Dakota; Murdock,
in Duluth; John, in Ontario; Mrs. Sarah Jlc
Sween; Mary McDonald; and Mrs. Anna Jlc
Innis. One brother, Daniel is dead.

One child has been born to Mr. and Mrs.
McInnis, William D., on July 3, 1892.

Mr. McInnis is known as one of the most
thrifty and enterprising farmers in Lincoln

. dupto-county, being thoroughly progreSSIve an -.
date in all his methods. I

He is a member in high standing of t le
Woodmen of the World.

•••
NAPOLEON PROULX, who is no\\' mak

ing his home at the beautiful residence owne~. e ot
by him at 501 East Boone avenue. IS on d-
the builders of the Big Bend country and :0'
serves mention in any volume that purports
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, 'tal of the leading men of central

gtve reCl, ' h
, I' gton HIs energy, keen foreslg t, ex-

\\ as lin, 'I ' h h I
I t ,'sdom and probity, W llC ave a ways

cel en \\1 'f ", e"I'deJ1Ce durincr his career 0 activitybeen m , b ,

, \\' hl'nMon have won for him the success
10 ,as"", 'I

I botll in financial matters and sociade<erve(r'- O~r readers will be pleased to note the
Ite, ded account of his Ii fe more in detail.

appen . C dNapoleon Proulx was born 111 ana a, on
February 19, 1853, the son of William and
Dinis (Brunet) Proulx, The father was a
prominent and wealth~ farmer and stock

f 'er and died when sixty-five, The mother
ancl , b' h . I'ddied'aged seventy, Our su Ject as:n lente

his father's 100'e for fine stock and IS a re~1
connoisseur of thoroughbreds. The, Catholic
parochial scho?l~ of Montreal furnIshed the
educational trammg of Napoleon Proulx and
soon after those brief days were ended, he
embarked in merchandising at Rockston
seventy miles out from Montreal. It was 1885
when he came to Spokane, and after some
engagement with Peter· Morrison, a dealer in
fine horses and a breeder of fine stock, Mr.
Proulx began a tour of adventure and explor
ation of the country, He traveled over the
Big Bend country and other sections, and
finally locatecl a homestead north of Almira,
in Lincoln county in 1890,

He had ~~tarted in business in Medical Lake
before that and there operated a bakery about
two vears. Later he removed to Spokane and

•

has lived in various sections of eastern and
central Washington. In 1900, he removed his
family to Spokane and they now dwell on
Boone avenue, as mentioned above. Mr.
Proulx has purchased land in the Big' Bend
country in addition to his former holdings,
some being in Douglas county, until he now
has ~ section or more of choice wheat land, all
well Improved, His sons handle the estate and
are progressive young men of the county. They
also have a half section of their own,

In June, 1875, occurred the marriage of
Mr. Proulx and Miss Amelia Dumas 'a native
ofC 'anada, Her parents were wealthv agri-
~ulturists of that country. To Mr. and Mrs.
~oulx the fOllowing named children have been
, fi

h
: Joseph A,. farming on his father's estate

II1t B'S e Ig Bend; Napoleon W., a plumber in
POkane; Arthur A. farming with his brother

onth f ', e ather's estate" Peter attending collegeillS k " ,
po ane: Ahxma, and Alma. The latter

24

one is about to graduate from one of the lead
ing educational institutions of Spokane.
Alixma graduated at the convent in Portland,
then returned to Spokane, where she took
charge of the choir in the St. Joseph's Catholic
church. Later she took the veil and is now
known as Sister Mary CIotildis in the order of
the Holy Name.

Mr. and Mrs. Proulx are highly respected
people and have not only made a great success
in gaining finances. but have won hosts of
admiring friends wherever they have resided.

•••

THOMAS M. SNYDER, a farmer living
two miles north of Egypt, 'Washington, came to
his present home in the fall of 1887 with noth
ing of value except the team and wagon with
which he came. He now is a man of plenty and
to spare, and en joys the trust and good \vill of
a wide circle of social and business friends.

Mr. Snyder was born in Clinton county,
Pennsylvania, October 5, 1844, the son of Peter
and Sarah (Rogers) Snyder, also natives of
Pennsylvania, both of whom are dead. The
paternal family came originally from Germany.

In 1853 the family removed to \iVarren
county, Illinois; and August I I, 1862, Thomas
M. enlisted in Company B, One Hundred and
Second Illinois Infantry, under. General Sher
man, and went to war. At a battle near Ben
tonville he was shot in the hand, which together
with sickness, so disabled him that he was un
able to participate in the many battles of his
regiment, yet he was not discharged until the
close of the war. Upon leaving the army he
returned to his home, and in the spring of 1866
started across the plains, and drove a freight
team from Nebraska City to Salt Lake, The
following spring he went to Nevada, where he
spent some time among the mines, then crossed
the mountains on horseback to Visalia, Cali
fornia.

Mr. Snyder was married November 8, 1871,
to Sarah A. Keener, a native ot Texas, and
daughter of John D. and Eleanor (Bolinger)
Keener. The family of Mrs. Snyder came to
Whitman county, Washington, in 1879, and to
the Egypt country one year later, where it was
the second family to locate. In 1900 the father
and mother returned to California, where the
fonner died and where the mother is still living.
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Mr. Snyder was engaged in farming in Cali

fornia until 1878, when he came in a wagon to
Portland, Oregon, and to Whitman county,
"Washington, the year following. He settled
on a homestead near Tekoa, which in 1887 he
sold to come to his present location, where he
owns four hundred and eighty acres of ground,
three hundred acres of which are suitable for
raising grain. He has good modern improve
ments, plenty of stock, and a first class orchard.
Mr. Snyder belongs to the A. O. U. W., of
Davenport, and he and Mrs. Snyder are mem
bers of the Methodist Episcopal church.

They have six children; Regina, wife of J.
H. Moore, of Egypt; John H., a student in the
state normal school at Cheney; Edna N., wife'
of Lovie Brooks, Lincoln county; LeRoy R.,
married to Meta Knappant, also of Lincoln
county; Charles H., and Maud E., wife of J. L.
Mints, near Larene. Mrs. Brooks was at one
time a school teacher in this vicinity.

Mr. Snyder is thoroughly satisfied with this
locality, after having traveled O\Oer a great por
tion of the United States, and expresses himself
as being content to spend the remaining" years
of his life here.

•••

HARRY C KATSEL, a farmer residing
one and one half miles northeast of Dav,enport,
is a native of Moultrie county, Illinois, born
October 26, 1865. His father, Christian Kat~

sel, was born in Germany and came to the Uni
ted States in his early manhood and lived in
the states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Kansas
prior to his coming to Lincoln, Vvashington,
where he died in his eighty-first year, Septem
ber 5, 1900. Our subject's mother was Eliza
beth (Mann) Katsel, a native of Ohio. Her
father, Isaac Mann, served in the Vvar of 1812.
She died in Spokane county, 1892, at the age
of seventy years. Mr. Katsel has one brother
and one sister: George C, near Reardan; and
Mrs. Mollie Walton. of Spokane.

At the age of thirteen Harry Katsel re
moved with his parents to Kansas, and while in
that state lived in the counties of Greenwood
and Bourbon. He was married, December 19,
1886, to Cynthia A. McNeil, who was born and
raised in Bourbon county, Kansas. Her fa
ther and mother were George and Matlida
(Harris) McNeil, natives, respectively, of Ohio'

and Indiana. Mr. McNeil was a Ci'l W
vete~an, and died o~ September 28, ~~ ar
Medical Lake, Washmgton, whither he 7, at

8 M M N '1' '1" came InI 91. rs. c el IS stl 1 IIvmg in Spok
The brothers and sisters of Mrs. Katsel :~::
Albert E., a merchant of Spokane' Osca '
B k C· 0 ' r, ata er lty, regan; and Lovey J. wife of 0
ville H01derby, of Lincoln county. ' r-

Two years following his marriage, Harry
C Katsel came to Spokane, and SOOn afte~, d

d · h b . ,,\ar
e~gage. m t e grocery usmess in partnershi
WIth hiS b:other George. Selling out in S~
kane, he, m 1895, removed to Medical Lak
and ~he following spring came to his presel~i
locatlO~. He owns one ~1Undred and sixty acres
of fertile land, good Improvements with an
abundance of water, and makes a specialty of
raising grain. In addition to his own farm he
has rented qearly eighteen hundred acres of
ground~ which he farms. He has plenty of
stock, . Implements, and so forth, including a
threshmg outfit and headers, with which to
carryon his extensive operations.

Socially, he is identified with the M. W. A.
fraternity, and both he and Mrs. Katsel are
members of t1)e Baptist church. They are also
both active workers in school affairs.

Mr. and Mrs. Katsel have had born to them
two children; Orlie A., on March is, 1893; and
George 0., on December 8, 1897. The last
named died December 30, 1902.

Mr. Katsel "is a prosperous and up-to-date
farmer, a man of truth and honor, and of the
highest moral as well as business standing in
his community.

•••

VALENTINE FRANCIS, a farmer re
siding two miles northeast of Davenport, was
born March I, I 84~, in Som.ersetshire.. Eng~
land the son of Damel and ElIza FranCIS. H
was 'reared on a farm in his native country, and
spent much of his young manhood in traveilOg
about from one place .to another in England,
Ireland and Scotland. In 1867 he came to
Canada and the followirig year. to Chicago 10, . . survey-
which city he was engaged for a time In .
. d' hd . b"' He was a rest·mg an m t e raymg usmess. fi of
dent of Chicago at the time of the great r~ to
1871. About one year after the fire he.w~ncot
Point Lookout Louisiana, where he raIse ty

, N ocoun ,
ton two years then went to 1 avarr



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY. 37 C
------------r------------
Texas. where he raised one crop of cotton. :tIe

'eled a great deal over the state buymg
tra' h' h h k L .I rses mules and hogs w IC e too to OUlS-

i:a a~d Mississippi for sale. He also rode the
range as a cowboy to some exte~t, and sp~nt

some time in huntmg buffalo. PrIor to leavmg
the state he had on<;. thousand head of hogs
which he ,,,as preparmg for market when the
cholera got among them. After the greater,
per cent of .his herd had died he exchanged the
remain1l1g tew for a yoke of oxen. He after
ward went to Leadville, Colorado, and soon
after that to Boise City, Idaho. From the lat
ter point he came on to \Valla \Valla, arriving
there in J tlly, 1880. In the fall of the same
year he came to Lincoln county and settled on
a homestead near where Larene postoffice now
stands. There were only a few scattering set
tlers in the county at that time, and Mr. Fran
cis experienced a great amount of hardship and
inconvenience in getting a start. After living
on his original homestead for over twenty
veal'S, 1\1r. Francis sold it and bought his pres-
•
ent farm of six hundred and forty acres, five
hundred acres of ,,'hich are good grain land and
in cultivation. He has a first class orchard, fine
stock, with improvements and implements of
the most modern types. He has retired from
activity himself, having rented his land, and
does nothing besides take care of his own busi
ness affairs. At the time of his coming to the
county he had nothing besides a wagon and a
span of mules which he drove all the way from
Texas, so that all he has now he has accumu
lated since 1880, and he is rated as a well-to-do
farmer.

Politically Mr. Francis is and always has
been a believer in the doctrines of the Repub
lican party.

•••

CHARLES A. LEVEL is a prosperous
fam1er residing on his five hundred and sixty
acre farm three miles east and three and a half
miles north of Davenport. Practically the
whole of Mr. Level's life has been spent on a
farm,. At the age of sixteen years he began
Work1l1g for a salary on a farm in Iowa countvW· . • ,

ISconsm, and in 1887 he removed to the state
?f Iowa, and to Lincoln c~unty, vVashington,
~n 188~.. After coming here, Mr; Level worked
Or a ,tIme for wages among the various farm

ers, then bought a piece of land which he cul-

tivated for himself. Like many another farmer,
Mr. Level lost heavily during the panic of 1893.
and for a time was completely bankrupt, but
later on he regained his footing to the extent of
being able to continue the operation of his farm
and in 1897 he raised a large crop which gav~
him another, start. Since that time he has con
tinueQ. to prosper and is now rated as being one
of the wealthy farmers of his county. He has
his land in a high state of cultivation, well im
proved and well stocked. All that he has has
been accumulated since 1897 and by the efforts
of none other than himself.

Charles A. Level was born in Iowa county,
Wisconsin, March 13, 1867, and was the son
of William and Mary (Dickinson) Level, the
former a native of England, and the latter of
Poughkeepsie. ~ew York. The father was one
of the pioneer settlers of Iowa county, having
come there from England as a boy, and re
mained there until his death. The mother is
now living at Hillyard, Spokane county, \Vash
ington, with her daughter, and sister of our sub
ject, Mrs. Annie S. Carter.

January 19, 1898, Charles A. Level was
married to Bertha Wilke, a native of Shelby
county, Illinois; and two children, \Villiam A.
and Burton. are the issue of this marriage. Mrs.
Level ,,'as the daughter of August and' Minnie
\Vilke, both of whom are natives of Germany.
They came from their native country first to
Illinois, and to Davenport in 1892.

•••

ISAAC P. MICHAEL came to Lincoln in
the spring of 1893 broken in health and with
only ten dollars in his possession. His present
holdings include three hundred and twenty
acres of choice agricultural land, with good
buildings, up-to-date improvements, and all the
stock required to successfully carryon the busi
ness of farming his land. He has regained his
health, is able to live in comfort and ease and so
considers his locality the best in the United
States, His home lies six miles northeast of
Davenport.

Mr. Michael was born June 2, 1843, near,
Rockford, Illinois. His parents were John and
Mary (Watkins) Michael, who were pioneers
of Winnebago county, Illinois. The father was
born in Pennsylvania, and the mother, who was
of English ancestry, was born in the south. Our
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subject has one brother, his twin, Munson
Michael, of Kane county, Illinois. The family
removed to the county just named when Isaac
was a lad of fifteen years. In the spring of
1861 he enlisted in Company E, One HundreG
and Twenty-seventh Illinois Infantry, under
General Sherman, who at that time commanded
the army in the west. Soon after enlisting,
however, he was taken ill with the measles, from
which he suffered through a long siege of
sickness in an army hospital and finally was
discharged on account of the state of his health,
and returned home.

On December, 25, 1869, Isaac P. 1.fichael
married Mary J. Whitney, a native of Kane
county, Illinois, born June 23, 1852. She was
the daughter of Javis and Mary C. (Rimmer)
\Vhitney, natives, respectively, of New York
state and Eng-hnd, hoth of whom are now dead.
She has four brothers, Mark J., \Villiam, Frank
W., and John. The first three were soldiers
<luring the Rebellion. She had one sister, ?lIrs.
Maria Pingree, who died in Minneapolis.

Prior to their advent in Lincoln county, .Mr
and Mrs. Michael spent their time in Johnson
county, Nebraska,. Illinois, and Minneapolis,
Minnesota. They have three children; Jessie
B., wife of Frank T. Larabee, a hardware mer
chant of Edwall, Lincoln county; John F., and
Pearl C.

Mr. Michael is a member of the G. A. R.
and of the Modern Woodmen of America.

Since the above was written, Mr. Michael
has been called from the scenes of earth to the
world beyond. It was on the eleventh day of
September, 1904, that his demise occurred, and
he left many sorrowing friends. His remains
were laid to rest with becoming ceremonies and
all knew that a good man had been called from
their midst.

•••

PHILIP W. GODWIN, whose residence
is two and a half miles north of Mondovi, was
born February 3, 1850, in Randolph county,
Indiana. His father, Nathan Godwin. was a
native of Ohio and a pioneer of Randolph coun
ty. Our subject's mother was Mary (White)
Godwin. He has one sister, Mahala J. Godwin,
stillliving in Indiana, and three brothers; John
T., a carpenter of Davenport; Daniel W., of
Guthrie county, Iowa; and James H., of In
diana.

Mr. Godwin in 1854 was taken by his
G h · I par-ents to ut ne county, owa, and five yea

later to. St. Clair county, Missouri. In 18~
the family returned to the old home in Indiana
where the parents both died. '

In 1876 Philip went to Sutter county, Cali
fornia, where he found employment on a ranch
In the fall of 1881 he came by steamer to Port~

land and thence to the present site of Reardan
where he purchased a tract of railroad land'
He filed on his present homestead in 1883, sinc~
which time he has applied himself to the culti
vation of his land upon which he raises chiefly
grain. He came to the state with little capital
but now is quite well off, and has six hundred
and forty acres, three hundred and fifty acres
of which are good grain land, the remainder
pasture and timber..

In fraternal circles Mr. Godwin is identi
fied with Accacia lodge, A. F. and A. M., of
Davenport.

Mr. Godwin was married to Mabel Car
penter, a native of Springfield, Vermont, Felr
ruary 22, 1889. Mrs. Godwin is the daughter.
of C. M. and Elizabeth (Clark) Carpenter. \\"ho
came to Oregon in 1881, and to this locality a
few years subsequently, and are now living on
Spokane ri ver. Mr. Carpenter sen'ed all dur
ing the Civil War, under General McClellan,
was a participant in many hard fought battles,
and at the close of the war was mustered out
with an honorable discharge.

To Mr. and Mrs. Godwin have been bom
six children, Mary E., Henry Emil, Lucy Ellen,
Lulu Viola, Leona May, and James Wyman,
the first named of whom is now dead.

Mr. Godwin has ever been a hard workin~
and honorable man. He has seen his share 0\

the misfortunes and reverses of this life, but by
dint of hard toil and perseverance he has pl~ced
himself in a position to enjoy the fruits ot hiS
labor and end his busy career in comfort and
ease.

• • •

PETER TRAMM is living the life of a re
tired farmer in his modern cottage in the to\\\,n

'. real esta eof Reardan, where he has extenS1\ e . : h
. . ., t ershlp wit
1I1terests, beSides own1l1g, 111. par n f ood
his sons nine hundred and sixty acres 0 gG

' b in er-
g rain land near town. He was om nd

h f Peter a
many, November 5, 1845, t e son OF d in the
Mary Tramm. He has a brother, re,
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d' business in Germany, and another brother I

H
aIry is dead. He has had two sisters; Dora I

enry, ..' G d M Ch' I'

B I V still hvmg m ermany; an rs. ns-,
era, 'd' h', Jassen who recently dIe m t IS county.

tma , f . G
Mr. Tramm was r.eared on. a arm In er-

Y
received a good educatIOn, and served

man , I h ' fI' time in the German army. n t e spnng a ,
1~6g he sailed from Hamburg to New York I.

~ity. From the latter city ~e came to the vi- i
'nity of Milwaukee, and whIle there was mar- ,

Cled October IS, 1869, to Mary Friderichsen, .
11 , d' Gto whom he had become eng~ge In ermany
and with whom he came to thIs country. Mrs.,
Tramm had one sister .who. ca~~ to, Lincoln
county previously, and IS stIli Itv'1l1g 111 Rear
dan, Mr. Tramm and his bride remained in
Wisconsin until 1881, when they came, via San
Francisco, to IValia IValla, thence to Cheney I
and from there to this vicinity, where Mr. !
Tramm located a homestead two miles east of I
where Reardan now stands. He and his sons !
have made a specialty of grain raising, have I
two up-to-date houses and good outbuildings on
their land and a herd of choice cattle. i

He h~s ah\'ays taken an active interest in I
school matters, having for twelve years been i
one of the trustees of his district. He is a prom- ,

iinent Odd Fellow, being a member of Reardan
lodge, No. 84. Both he and his wife are mem
bers of the Lutheran church in Reardan.

They have been parents of four children;
Peter N., married to Gertie Buckman; Henry
C, married to Iva Rake; Bertha, wife of INill
iam Schultz, in Reardan; and Emma. wife of
Thomas G. Stevenson. also of Reardan.

In 1898 Mr. and Mrs. Tramm took a trip to
their old home in Germany, and a more recent
one to California. Although coming to this
county with little means they have applied their
energies to advantage so that they are now able
to live a life of ease and freedom from worldly

•

cares in their well appointed home which is one
of the finest in the town in which it is located.
Having traveled extensively over the globe, Mr.
Tramm votes this the best section of country
he has ~ver \·isited. and is content to spend the
rematntng years of his Iife here.

•••
JOSEPH SESSIONS an attornev of ex-

cell ' ' ,
. ent reputatton, was born January 16, 1857,
ISn the old and historic city of Georgetown.

outh Ca I' . .ro ma. He gr.ew to manhood 111 IllS

native city, where he received a thorough gram
mar school education, and also was graduated
from vVofford College in Spartanburg, in the
same state. Returning home after his gradua
tion, he applied himself to the study of law,
and two years later, in 1879, successfully passed
an examination before the supreme court of
his state which admitted him to the bar as a
full-fledged attorney. The following year he
took a course of lectures in the Sumner law
school of the university of Virginia at Char
lottesv,ille, returned to Georgetown and em
barked upon the practice of his profession. He
remained here until 1884, when he went to Tuc
son, Arizona, and continued in the law in that
city until returning to South Carolina in 1885.
He next went to Bartow, Florida, remained un
til 1888, then removed to Decatur, Alabama.
On account of a yellow fever epidemic, which
seized that country, he left the south for IVash
ington and ar,rived at Tacoma, January 23,
1889. He opened an office in Tacoma and there
practiced his profession until 1892, when he
came to Colfax, \vhere he later became deputy
prosecuting attorney of \Vhitman county. In
April, 1896, he ca,me to Davenport, practiced
before the Lincoln county court for five years,
then removed to Redding, California, where he
practiced in partnership with Judge Edward
Sweeney. January I, 1904, he returned to
Davenport with the intention of making this
city his future and permanent home and field of
labor. He has formed a partnership with Judge
N. T. Caton, recognized as being one of the
ablest members of the Washington state bar.

Mr. Sessions has been identified with some
of the leading cases of Pierce, IVhitman, and
Lincoln counties, and has successfully prac
ticed before the supreme court of this state and
of California. A staunch Democrat politically,
he has been an active factor in his party where
ever he has lived. In fraternity circles he is
identified \\'ith the W. W.

Joseph Sessions was the son of Thomas R.
and Jane Elizabeth (Davis) Sessions, who were
born, reared. and died in Georgetown. His pa
ternal ancestors were of old New England
stock, and early settlers in South Carolina. His
father was a merchant and leading citizen of
his native city, where he served a number of
terms in county offices. He served in the Con-

o

federate army during the Civil War, and died at
the age of eighty-five, December 12, 1896. The
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mother died in December, 1902, in her seventy
ninth year. The brothers and sisters of Mr.
Sessions are: D. R. and C. B., both attorneys
for the Southern Pacific railroad, with offices
in San Francisco; Thomas S., a merchant of
Georgetown, S. c.: Mrs. J. Z. McConnell,
Georgetown county, South Carolina; and Mrs.
George :t\esmith, of \Villiamsburg county, in
the same state.

May 19, 1895, occurred the marriage of Jo
seph Sessions to Miss Blanche B. Bellinger,
daughter of the late Han. Jacob H. Bellinger
and Hannah A. Bellinger. Mr. and Mrs. Bel
linger were early pioneers in Colfax, \Vashing
ton, coming from Ogdensburg, New York,
which city was the place of Mrs. Sessions'
birth.

• ••

CHARLES H. HuGHES resides with his
family on a farm ten miles north of Dayen
port. He came to Lincoln county in the fall of I

1886, purchased some railroad land near 1\10n
dovi, and in the fall of 1894 he took as a home
stead his present farm. He no\\' owns in all
three hundred and twenty acres of land, one
hundred and se\'enty-fiye acres in a first class
state of culti\'ation, a part of \yhich is in an
exceptionally fayored locality for the gro\ying
of fruit and yegetables, to which Mr. Hughes
devotes especial attention. The balance of the
estate is pasture and timber. He has an abund
ance of farm implements and among his herds
mav be found some of the finest bred horses,-cattle. and hogs in the county.

Charles H. Hughes was born January 6.
1859, in Franklin county, Kansas, the son of
of Irwin C. and Eliza (Clark) Hughes. early
Franklin county pioneers. The fatl1er \\'as a
native of Tennessee, coming to Kansas in days
when the country was practically under control
of the Indians. He served through the Ci\'il
\Var, and made Kansas his home until his death.
in 1888, when he was in his sixty-third year. He
was a prominent attorney. and was widely
known throughout the eastern part of his state.
The mother also is dead. Mr. Hughes has three
brothers and one sister; Thomas B., a Kansas
City physician; Benjamin E.; William F.; and
Mrs. Sarah C. Crane. all of Franklin countv.-
Mrs. Crane enjoys the distinction of having
been the first white child born in the county of
Franklin.

Mr. Hughes grew t.o manhood in his home
county, and was married there February
1882, to Alice Hopkins, a native of Boone co 12,

ty, .Indiana. Her father i~ Albert Hopkins~n~
natl:'e of ~e~tucky, who IS now living in St
LOUIS m hIS eIghty-seventh year. Mrs. Hugh'
mother in maid~n life was Margarette A. Cal~~
\yell, also born 111 Kentucky. She is stilllivin
and i~ her seyenty-fifth year. Wallace W~
I:IopkI~s,. a brother of M ;s. Hughes, is a Chris
tIa~ mmlster of some note, a.n~ \vas for years
assIstant editor of the Chnstlan Enngelist.
Oth~r brothers are: Edgar T., a mechanic of St.
LoUIs; and Hubert, and Frank 0., machinists
of the same city. They have one sister, Myra
V., wife of the county treasurer, 1. J. Mennick,
of Davenport.

Mrs. Hughes is a woman of finished edu
cation and has taught school. After their mar
riage they removed to Clark county, Kansas,
"'here they were early pioneers, and Mrs.
Hughes was the second white woman in that
locality. They have two children: Cecil AI
bertie and Mildred Margueritte. Each member
of the family belongs to the Christian church
of Davenport.

•••

THOMAS G. STEVENSO~ is one of the
most widely known pioneers of eastern Wash
ington. In the fall of 1879 he came with a
team and wagon from Nevada to Spokane Falls,
now the city of Spokane, which at that time
contained only a few primitive frame and log
houses. He came thence to Lincoln county,
then practically unsettled, and located a home
stead one and a half miles east of the present
Reardan townsite. He has now four hundred
and eighty acres of choice grain lanel, good
buildings and impr.ovements and a fine orchard.
upon his advent here he engaged at once In
farming and stock raising. Having at that tInl~

only $2.50 in money and three horses, he a
necessit)· started in on a small scale, and nffiat.

1. d dl .urally experienced many hards lipS an
culties in gaining a foothold. However, he

I t he noWworked hard and to advantage, so t 1a .
lives a life of ease and retirement, devotinf hiS
time to the collection of rents from hiS afirm

. . 0' of ve
and city property the latter conslstll1" k 'n

' . bloc I
tenement houses and one brick busll1ess f his
Reardan, and in the general management 0

business affairs.
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M Stevenson was born June 5, 1852 , in

ber. the soh of Robert and Isabella (Gray)
QUe c, d H . .

Oil both now dea. e grew to man-Stevens , . d d .
d a farm and acqUIred a: goo e ucatlon.

hoo on N ·v k
I spring of 1869 he went to 'ew 1. or ,

In t 1e ' • b
and from there sailed to San Franclsc?, y way
of the Panama route. ~fter.spend.mg ~ome
. long the various mmes m Caltforma he

tlme m . I
t to Nevada where he was employed In tIe

wen . f f
C tock and other famous mmes, 0 one 0
~s . .

which he was for a tin:e foreman, remaining
there until coming to thIs state.

On February 16, 1896, occurred the mar
. e of Mr Stevenson to Emma Tramm, anag . . d

native of \Visconsm, daughter o~ Pet.er an
Mary Tramm, a sketcl~ of whose hves. IS to. be
found elsewhere in this vo~ume. This umon
has been blessed by three chIldren, Irene Ethel,
Wallace G., and Herbert Franklin...

Mr. Stevenson is a Democrat pohhcally, and
has held for a number of years the office of
county commissioner. of Li~coln.count~. He
is actively and prominently Identified WIth the
Maccabees, the Rebekahs and is past noble
grand of Reardan l~dge, ~' O. O. F. .

He is a man of mtegnty and of the hIghest
standing, business, social and political, wher
ever he has been known.

•••
CHARLES H. LITTELL. Among the

settlers of the log cabin per.iod of Lincoln coun
ty, were Charles H. Littell, wife and family,
\I"ho, together with Mrs. Littell's parents, came
across the plains from Missouri, in the summer
of r881. Mr. Littell was born in Michigan,
February ro, 1857. His father, Aaron Littell,
a man of French descent. was a native of New
Jersey, who made his home successively in
Michigan, and in Buffalo county, \Visconsin,
at which latter place he died. His mother, Mary
(Brown) Littell, also a native of New Jersey,
died in Emmet county, Iowa.

Our subject was the youngest of nine chil
dren. With his parents he went from the state
of his birth to Wisconsin. After his father's
death, in 1865, the faplily emigrated to Io\va,
thence to Atchison county, Missouri. where ,Mr.
Littell was married March 9 1879 to Arminda
B. , "nnk ..H ' a natIve of McDonough county, Illinois.

er father, Thomas Brink also was a native
of M D '
(B c onough county' her mother Mary01 ) B . \' ,an nnk, was born in Ohio.

As has been stated, Mr. and Mrs. Brink ac
companied their daughter to the vicinity of
Mondovi, where they made their home and
where both died, Mrs. Brink December 31,
1900, aged sixty-four, and Mr. Brink seventeen
days later, aged sixty-seven. They had eleven
children, seven of whom are living. Mrs. Brink's
brother, Andrew Bolan, was well known in this
section as being Indian agent on the Yakima
reservation, and was murdered by the Indians
in the early history of the state.

Mr. Littell first settled on a place five miles
out from Mondovi, where he lived nineteen
years, then removed to the present home of the
family, seven and a half miles northeast of Mon-'
dovi. Here he has three hundred and twenty
acres of land, well improved and stocked with
carefully bred horses, cattIe and swine.

Mr: and Mrs. Littell have been parents of
six children; Pearl M., wife of Oliver Plews, in
Deer Park; Gilbert c.; Myrtle G., wife of War
ren Owen; Charles M., deceased; \Villia.m M.,
deceased; and Ray M.

Mr. Littell was reared on a farm; never
theless he succeeded in acquiring a good com
mon school education, as did also his wife. They
are devout Christians, holding membership in
the United Brethren church, and are known
throughout a wide circle of acquaintances for
their many good qualities, and correctness of
living. They have in past years had a hard
struggle for a livelihood, and have had prob
ably more than their, just share of adversity,
but are now prosperous and able to live in hap
piness and comfort.

•••

CHRISTOPHER HUGHES came to the
Big Bend in July, 1884, having at that time
very limited means, and settled on a farm seven
miles north and one east of Mondovi. His
holdings in land now include three hundred and
twenty acres of land, the greater part of which
is tillable and in cultivation. His farm is well
equipped with implements, buildings, live-stock,
and so forth, and he has a good spring of water
besides an excellent well and windmill.

Mr,. Hughes is of Scotch-Irish descent, his
father, Patrick, who is now dead, having been
a native of Ireland, and his mother, Christine
(Stirtom) Hughes, having been born in Scot
land. She died in Tacoma in 1902, in her
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eighty-fourth year. Mr. Hughes was born in
Guelph, Ontario, Canada, August 10, 1852.
His brothers and sisters are : John, James and
Henry, all of Stevens county; Mrs. Genett
Truckey, of Bay City, Michigan; Annie and
Margaret Taber, both of Tacoma, \Vashing
ton.

Mr. Hughes came to Manistee, Michigan, in
187 I, where he was engaged in lumbering until
coming to his present home. He has never
married. He is in a prosperous condition, and
a man of many friends among his neighbors.

•••

JAMES M. W.'\RREK, a retired merchant
and farmer of Reardan, was born October 12,
1843, in Sullivan county, Missouri. His fa
ther, Henry \Varren, a native of North Caro
lina, was an early settler in Sullivan county,
where he lived until 1883. During that year he
started on a visit to a son, \V. B., who li\'ed in
Lincoln county, \i'lashington, and while aboard
a steamer bound for Portland from San Fran
cisco he died, aged about sixty years. Mr. War
ren's mother was Kancy (Smith) \Varren, born
in Indiana, who came west with her husband,
after whose death she lived in this county un
.til she died in IgoI, aged eighty-two years.
Mr. \Varren's brother, mentioned above in this
sketch, was an early pioneer in this vicinity, and
now makes his home in California. They have
one sister. Mrs. Mandanie Lyle. of Reardan.

Mr. Warren spent his boyhood on a farm
in his native county, where he also followed
milling to some extent. He enlisted in Com
pany C, First Missouri State Militia, serving
three years during the Civil \Var, the greater
portion of which time was spent in fighting
bushwhackers along the border. He was en
gaged in many skirmishes and brushes with the
enemy, and endured all the hardships of the
border warrior before being honorably dis
charged from ser.vice on April 26, 1865. He
is now a prominent member of the C. \V. H.
Bentley.post, G. A. R., of Reardan.

After the war he returned home and again
applied himself to the business of farming un
61 1884. In the meantime, in 1870, he had
come to San Francisco, thence to \Valla \Valla,
where he stayed eighteen months then returned
to Missouri. In March, 1884, he came to Rear
dan and purchased land. He also went into the

sa~mill .busines.s, having sh!pped his mill f
Mlssoun, and m partnership with his b m

h
Ul

h '1 rot erran t e ml I for about five years when h
fi d h· . . f . ' e COn

ne IS attentIOn to armmg his land. I h
fall of 1889 with his son. Charles S he n t e. '." Went
mto the general merchandise business under the
firm I~ame of ]. M. Warren.& Son. They start
ed With a small stock, which ultimately g. . rew
mto a large modern department store when .
1903, the firm sold out, and the seni~r mem'b

In

thereof retired from active business. He no~~
owns two good farms of one hundred and sixty
acr~s each, near Reardan, fifty lots in town, ~

busmess block, a warehouse, a handsome cot
tage where he lives, and two tenement hOuses.
He is also a shareholder in the Reardan Land
& Investment company, which owns seven sec
tions in Yakima county.

1\1r. \Var.ren was married, December 10

1863, in his native state, to Susan Nunn, daugh:
ter of Matthew and Anna C. Nunn. She has
one brother, George M., near Reardan. To this
union have been born four children; Charles
S.; Benjamin F., married to Stella Davis. at
Kennewick; Mary E., wife of Sherman Bent
ley, near Reardan; and Lew L., married to ~fin

nie Byrd, of Reardan.
Mr. \Varren is a charter member and pasl

grand of the Reardan Lodge. 1. O. O. F., and
of the Rebekah fraternity of his city.

Our subject has been a successful business
man since coming to this state, and one whose
influence has been sensibly felt in the develop
ment and growth of his city.

•••

JOHN D. THORNBRUE, largely inter
ested in mining in Stevens county, came to Lm
coin county with his par.ents in 1880, after a
long journey, consuming four months, across
the plains from Osage county, Kansas. After
coming here he farmed and worked at the sa"
yer's trade in neighboring sawmills. unhi four

. ted in theyears ago when he became mteres
Josie and other mines, since which time l~e has
given these interests his undivided attentIOn.

Mr. Thornbrue was born in Bremer county,
H · nts ,,'ereIowa September 19 I8~8. IS pare, '''' r res are

Joseph and Julia Thornbrue, whose 1\
.' His mar-

sketched elsewhere m thiS volume. .hen
ried life extends back to Januar~ I, I~87b~ame
Ida A. Avenell, a native of Mlssoun,
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. .'f Her father William Avenell, was of
his I\' I e. '., d d

1· h birth. He dId hIS a opte country
Eng IS . d' 1M'

I bl Service as a soldIer urlng t 1e - eXlcan
"a ua e fl' I

d C· '1 VV'ars' in the latter con ICt 1e was aan II'I , b
.. ant in the notable battles of Gettys urg,

partlclP . I b
Bull Run, and Shiloh, besIdes many ~sser at-

I . d skl'rmishes Mrs. Thornbrue smothert es an .
was Elizabeth Avenell.

To Mr. and Mrs. Thornbrue have been born
four children, Guy 0., Raymond D., Harry \V.,
and Lore!.

The family lives on the farm of Mr. Thorn-
brue's mother, seven miles north and one east
of the town of :Mondovi, and he is i~ every re
spect comfortably situated, and held 111 hIgh es-
teem. •••

HARRISO:\' A. DENNEY, of the firm of
Lutzhoft & Denney, is a prominent hardware
and implement merchant of Reardan. He was
born in Kane county, Illinois, August 20, 1837.
His father was :rvrajor Denney, a native of ~ew
York and an early pioneer of Kane county, Illi
nois. He came to that state and took a farm
forty-five miles from Chicago, that city then
being a mere hamlet containing only a fe\\'
houses, and the Indians practically held sway
throughout the country. He Ii ved on this farm
until his death in 1888. Mr. Denney's mother
was Catherine c:vlillet) Denney, also a nati ve
of )lew Y6rk. Her father, Abraham Millet,
was a veteran of the Revolutionary \Var. The
brothers and sisters of Mr. Denney are: Major
M. and Loren, Lincoln county; Mervin \V. and
Charles, Medical Lake; Mrs. Cornelia M. God
frey, Kendall county, Illinois; Mrs. Ida :M.
Davis, Kane county, Illinois; and Mrs. Emma
J. Gamet, of Chicago. Our subject is the
fourth in point of age in the family, and grew
to manhood on the old homestead. On account
of the newness of the country he was compelled
totravel a great distance to attend school in a
pnmll1ve log cabin, but by attending when pos
~Ible and by applying himself to his studies at
orne, he managed to acquire a good liberal edu

catlO~. As a young man he learned the black
smith s and carpenter's trades at which he has
~orked at different intervals' during his life.

I~ father had a farm in Bremer county IowawhIch H . , ,
. arnSon took charge of and managed

u
t
nlIl the death of his father. He was married
Wo· .years pre\'lously, August 20, to EUl1lce M.

Denney, a native of Bremer county, and daugh
ter of William and Mary J. (Kern) Denney.
Her father was a native of Indiana, and an
early pioneer of Bremer county.

In the spring of 1888 :Mr. and Mrs. Denney
came to Spokane, \Vashington, where Mr.
Denney worked at carpentering, and later re
moved to Medical Lake and engaged in the
farm implement business. In 1891 he bought
some railroad land two miles south of Reardan,
to which he has added until he now has three
hundred and twenty acres of tillable grain land,
with good buildings and improvements. He
has a handsbme home in the tO\vn of Reardan,
and a good profitable business. The firm car
ries a complete line of hardware, stoves, imple
ments, and so forth, and is widdy known for,
its up-to-date and fair business dealings.

Mr. and Mrs. Denney have been parents of
three children: Myrtle A., wife of John Ruther
ford, near Reardan, in Spokane county; Ida
M. ; and Genevieve H.

Our subject came to this country with quite
scanty means, but is now comfortably situated
financially, and is satisfied and contented in his
location. He is a man who has traveled exten
sively, and has seen much of the world, but in
his opinion the country in which he has cast
his fortunes is the best he has seen, all things
considered, and he intends to end his days here.

JOHN C BYERS, a retired farmer. li\'es
one and one fourth miles north of :tIfondovi. He
was born in Carroll county, Illinois. July 13,
1855, and is of Scotch ancestry. His father,
David Byers, was born in Blair county, Penn
sylvania, and was one of the early settlers 111

Carroll county, Illinois, coming there in 1827.
He lived there until his death in 1883. being
then seventy years of age. The subject's
mother was Susan (Co\Yen) Byers. of German
Scotch descent, also a nati\'e of Blair county,
and she died in her fifty-ninth year in Carroll
county, Illinois. Besides the subject of this
sketch, the family consisted originally of the
following brothers and one sister: George C, of
Carroll county, who is quite a prominent stock
speculator on the Chicago Board of Trade;
David C, a retired farmer in Carr.oll county;
Edward C, deceased; and Mary A., also dead.

John C Byers was reared on a farm and re-
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ceived a good common school education. In
1877 he came to Sacramento, California, and
divided his time between that state, Illinois and
Oregon from that year until 1880, when he
came to Medical Lake, Washington. In the
spring of 1881 he went out with a surveying
corps on thp. line of the N. P. railroad, and un
til 1884 he followed surveying and bridge build
ing for this road, then came to his present home
stead. He came here with limited means, and
went to work with a will to improve and bet
ter his condition.

John C. Byers was married, December 25,
1887, to Lydia A. Forney, whom he knew as a
child in Carroll county, where she was born.
Her parents, Samuel and Sabina (Teeter) For
ney, are both living in Springdale, "Washington.
Mrs. Byers died, May 17, 1892.

Mr. Byers took his homestead of raw land
and converted it into one of the select farnls of
the Big Bend; and to it he has added land un- I

til he now owns in all six hundred and forty
four acres, most of which is good grain land.
He is a well-to-do man and an exemplar,y citi
zen.

He is a member of the K. P., Lincoln lodge.
No. 50, of Davenport.

•••

JOHN D. WHITNEY. A direct descend_
ant of John \Vhitney, who came from London,
England, to \:Vatertown, Massachusetts, in
1635, John D. Whitney was born June 12,
1850, in Pekin, New York, and is now a prom
inent farmer residing four and one-half miles
east of Davenport.

His father and mother, both dead, were Jar
vis and Mary C. \Vhitney. He has three broth
ers and one sister: Mark J., Fresno, California:
\Villiam, of IO\va ;Franklin, of Minneapolis, and
Mrs. Mary J. Michael, living in Lincoln county.

As a child, Mr. Whitney accompanied his
parents to Illinois, and at the age of fourteen
left home and ,,"hen sixteen went to Wiscon
sin. The gold excitement led him to attempt
a journey into the Black Hills country, but
being taken ill he was forced to abandon the
adventure at Cheyenne, \Vyoming, where he
remained through a long and ser,ious illness.
He wandered about from place to place until
the fall of 1878, when he came to where Pull
man now stands, and in June of the following

year came to his present location, and filed
one of the first homesteads to be taken' hon

. IntIs
country. h' He IS theholde;;t settler here, haYing
come to IS present ome over twenty-fi\'e. years
ago.

He was married, February 20 1886 t
Angeline Woodin, the adopted d~uo-hte; ?
Julius D. and Helen Woodin. By this ~arriaat
two children have .b:en bo~n, Ralph D. al~~
Helen M. M~s. Whitney died November 28.
1892. Ever sll1ce conllng he:e Mr. Whitney
has been successfully engaged m farming. He
took his land wild and has added to and im.
proved it until he now has three hundred and
twenty acres of well improved and thorO\JO"hlr
cultivated ground, with a good house, b~n;.
orchard, etc., upon which he makes a specialty
of raising grain. .

Mr. Whitney is a member of the K. P.
fraternity of Davenport.

• ••

JAMES F. FORNEY, a farmer and grain
buyer whose one hundred and seventy·fiye acre
farm adjoins the town of Mondovi, Washing
ton, was born in Illinois, February 9, 1869·
He is the son of Samuel and Sabina (Teeter)
Forney, the former a native of Illinois, and
both now living at Springdale, Stevens county.
Washington. He is the oldest son of a family
of twelve children n1ne of whom are lmng.,
His brothers and sisters are: Elmer and John.
at Springdale; Mrs. Nettie Flory, of Yakima;
Mrs. Nora Gibson, of Spokane; Mrs. Stella
Lytton, Springdale; Alta and Cora, who are
at home. Those who are now dead were, Ira.
Mrs. Lydia Byers and Myrtle. . .

As a child James Forney went With 1m pa. 8 ~ to
rents to Falls City Nebraska, then 111 I 7/

, f San
a farm near Salem, Oregon, by way 0

1. ..' t"\, an-FranCISco, where he lived until comll1g o. k
dovi with his parents in 1883. His father too,

I I·er pIoneer,a homestead and was among t le ear I .
. . . . d h educatIOnof the VICll11ty. J ames receIve suc d d

as the' district schools of his time affor, ejf'
. d f . for hlll1,e .and 111 1894 commence armmg .

I been bn\"!l1gFor the past seven years he las "j'j' cr
. h' G . 1 & },11 m"gram for the \Vas mgton ran .

Company at Mondovi. 8 6 to
He was married December ro, 1 9]' di-

Eva D W ilson a native of Noble connt)'. nht
. '" 'ho tangana and a successful school teacher \\,
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Ii t School in the new Mondovi district.
the rs I dMHer father an,~ mother, a~e. ra an ar?,
Matthews) \\'llson, both IIvmg III :rv~ondovl.
~ came to Dixon county, Nebraska, 111 1880,
an?to their present home in 1889. .

Mr. and Mrs. Forney have one chIld, a
little girl, Rita, bo~n Apnl 30, ~ 9°3·

Both are promment and acllve members of
the enited Brethren church, .Mr. Forney being
the superintendent of the U mon Sunday .school
at Mondovi. He IS on~ of the energetIc and
representative men of hIS localIty.

•••
FRANK SPRINKLE lives with his fam

ily on a farm four miles north of !''Iondoyi. He
was born January 1, 1858, III Wapello, LOl1lsa
county, Iowa, and \I'as the son of J aIm and
Mary Sprinkle, both natives of Virginia. They
were among the first settlers in 100\'a. and are(

, both living where first they settled in the state,
about eighty-six and seventy·fi\'e years old,
respectively. They both are of German: de
scent and come of a long Ii\'ed family. the
father's mother living to the age of ninety
three. They are the parents of nine children,
Erasmus M., Germalia M .. our subject. Echyin
0.. Charles M., Millard M., Calvin C. Mrs.
Alice G. Dotson, and Mrs. Emma \1. Huff.

Mr. Sprinkle attained to manhood in his
native state, and attended the district school.
He was married :tvlarch 20, 1884. to Julia Han
nan, also a native of Louisa county. where she
attended the same school as did her husband.
Her father, Henry Hannan, was a sturdy pio
neer of Henry county, Iowa. born in .-\ugusta
county, Virginia. where he gre\v to manhood.
He walked to Indiana where he remained a
short time, then walked to Henry county. He
was th~ eldest of the family. the father of
which dIed while young, and the care of \yhich
naturally devolved upon him. \ValkinD' back
tId" ,., Io n lana he obtamed work whereby he earned
en?ugh to bring his mother to Indiana. then
gOIng on foot again to Iowa he earned more
moBney with which to bring the familv to him.

e k t h' ' ,ep. IS mother until her death. which oc-
~rred In her eighty-second year. He has ever
s en a ha~d working man and used to the
trenuous Iife H . I'" .. e IS now Ivmg m Des Momes

county I . . .
is still ~ ow~, Jl1 hIS eIghty-seventh year, and

active as many a man a score of years

his junior.. Mrs. Sprinkle's motller, .-\nna
(Bowen) Hannan, was born in Henry county,
Iowa, and is now living with her husband and
is seventy years old. Mrs. Sprinkle has had
only one brother, John, and he was accidentally
kill,ed recently while hunting. Her sisters are,
Addie M. Downer, Delilah Springsteine, Ella
Anderson, and Rebecca \Valingford.

Mr. and Mrs. Sprinkle have been parents
of three children: Blanche, deceased; Mary A. ;
and Clinton C; Mary A. being a teacher in
vocal and organ music.

Mr. Sprinkle and family removed to ~ler

cer county, Illinois, where they lived five years,
then came to Lincoln county, \Vashington. He
arrived in the county, in 1897, with l\yenty
dollars in his purse, but set to work with \'igor
to improve his land, and now has three hundred
and twenty acres of school land under lease,
well improved, and with all necessary stock,
implements, etc., to carryon the \york.

The entire family affiliate with the L'nited
Brethren church.

• ••
GEORGE H. BETZ is a farmer residing

one half mile east of Mondovi. He \I'as born
April 11 1867 in Cass countv, Illinois. the son" ,
of John H. and Sebilla Betz, a sketch of whose
lives tOD'ether with those of his brothers and

, b .

sisters, is incorporated \I'ith that of hIS brother,
John \V., which appears elsewhere in this his
torv.,

Prior to coming west in 1882, the boyhood
of George Betz was spent for the most part in
the common schools of his native state. He
came to Chenev with his parents and attend.ed
the Chene\' Academy. thus gaining a good \york
ing education. He came to Lincoln county in
the spring of 1892, and entered.a tllnber cul
ture; then sold it. and bought the lmpro\'Cments
on his present farm. upon which he filed a home
stead right.

George H. Betz was married March 8,

1897, to Louisa Kik, a nati\'e of .Soutl~ Dakota,
the daughter of David and LOtllsa Klk. Both
her parents were natives. of ~erl11a.ny, and
cr.ossed the plains to Cahforl1la whIle Mrs.
Betz was a child. They came from California
to Walla Walla, where the mother died, the
father later coming to Rock Creek. Lincoln
county, where he was an early pioneer. 1\1rs.
Betz has two brothers, David and Charles, and
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•••

Lincoln county fair; he also WOn the p ., . nze fo
the best sucklmg colt. r

Mr. Turner. was married December 5, I
to Juha E. Samls, who was born in Iowa r 9OO

ed
,

. III" d ' earIn mOlS, an came to Davenport with h
parents, R. B. a~d.Bet~y S~mis, in 1S98. Bo~~
her parents are hvmg m Lmcoln county R. us·
sell Burton Turner. born November 3 H)OZ
is the only issue of this marriage. ' ,

Mr. Turner's brothers and sisters are: Mark
,. E;, .~rthur H., Elmer F. and Harold C, all
I ot Lmcoln county; and Mrs. Addie Mann of
lEverett, Washington. Mrs. Laura Ra~bo

Mrs. Adelle Greene, and Harry are deceased:
Both Mr. and Mrs. Turner are members of

~he Presbyt~rian chur~h, .and ar,e prominently
IdentIfied WIth the SOCIal Me of their neighbor.
hood. Mr. Turner, although commencing busi.
ness with little capital, is now one of the well
to-do farmers of the county.

•••

one sister, Mrs. Emma Maurer. Besides these
she has one half brother and three half sisters,
William, Maimie, Lillie and Anna.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Betz are members of the
United Brethren church at Mondovi.

Mr. Betz owns two hundred and forty acres
of the best land in the Big Bend, and has it all
in the highest state of cultivation, and im
prO\"ed in the most modern and elaborate style.
Besides having all manner of agricultural im
plements, his buildings and farm furnishings
the marvels of neatness and convenience. HIS
house is a modern eight room brick structure,
containing in ever.y room hot and cold water
piped from a reservoir which i~ kept suppl.ied
by a windmill and pump. BesIdes furmshmg
power to pump water, the windmill is employed
to run a chop and feed mill, wood saw and
emery wheel, and furnishes pO\ver for a com~

plete blacksmith and repair shop. . His ba:n
also is supplied with water from the reservoIr.
He came to the country practically without i
means and settled on raw land, improving it :
to its present state by his own unaided efforts.! EVAN J. McCLURE, than whom few

I pioneers have been more closely identified
i with the history, growth, and development
i of the northwest, is a westerner by birth.
i having been born at St. Helena, Napa,

i county. California, February 18, 1860. He
: now resides on a farm six miles north
i and one east of Mondovi. in the Big Bend.
I His father, Robert McClure, was born in
I the county of Antrim, near Belfast. in

I the north of Ireland. and came to Amer
.. ica and Allegheny county, Pennsylvania, at
I the age of twelve. At the age of twenty-four

he sailed by way of the Panama route for Ca1l·
fornia, landing in San Francisco. Here he
spent some time in the dairy business and after
ward he was one of the pioneer settlers of Napa
county. Mr. McClure's mother was Sarah
(Harer) McClure, a native of Arkansas who
crossed the plains to Cali fornia at an early age

. 'edWdUrIng the '50's. She met and was marn
Mr. McClure who at the time. and for so~e
time after.war~l, was a farmer in Napa ~ol1n'y-

. T h Callfomla.She dIed four years later at e ama. Ct.
The family came overland to Canyon I y,

. ., h three years.
Oregon, m 1864, remammg t ere M 'Clure
For six years after that Robert h I~ to
freighted out of The Dalles. Then he e nOW
clear the ground wher,e the city of Tac?ma near
stands. He was early at the coal mmes

GEORGE A. TURNER, a farmer residing
four and one half miles east of Davenport, is
a member of a family of nine children, six of
whom are living. His father, George P.
Turner, a native of England, who migrated to
the United States while a young man, came to
Lincoln county and located with his family on
a homestead in 1884. He died on the same place
ten years later, aged seventy-three. The sub
ject's mother, in maiden life Sarah J. Dotson,
was born in Pennsylvania of English ances
try, and is now living in Davenport in her sixty
third year.

George A. Turner was born in Lucas coun
ty, Iowa, August 29, 1874, and came to his
present location with his father. He attended
common school until he entered a Spokane
business college, from which institution he is
a graduate of 1890. Then he took a one year
course in the Agricultural college at Pullman,
Washington. He now owns a section of land,
including the old homestead of his father, most
of which is under cultivation.and well improved.
In addition to this he has forty acres of timber
land. He has Some highly bred Percheron
horses, his stallion winning first prize at the
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I From this point Evan ]., his brother,

s:altlt e. G and their father came to the present
\\1 lam ., . 8 I I' f I

t'our subl'eet III 18 0, W1ere 1JS at1er
home a fi 0'III' 'e" at the a"e of seventy- ve. ur sub-
'0 II , "., , d
: , nt to live wIth hIS mother s parents, an
Ject lIe C· C I'f '

t ken from Canyon Ity to a I orma,
was a 'h fl' I,I e he remained untIl the deat 0 11S granc -
\\ lef , h h' d h, 1 r then returned WIt IS gran mot er to
tatJe , ' 1\,,- d C I'I Goose Lake country III mO OC county, a 1-
ne I'a and from there, after the death of his
lorn , R'
(f anclmother, he Iyent to the Rogue Iver coun-
or 'h' f I k h' Itrr, in 1875 1 h~n IS a~~er too an to t ~c

c~al mines near Seattle. ~. pon coml11g to hIS
present home in 188o he filed a homestead, and
although haying little means, set about improv
in(f his lanel. He now owns five hundred and
mOentY acres of good land, all of which, except
asm;Jl tract each of pasture and timber, he has
under cultivation and well improved. He has
ao'ood orchard, and many cattle and horses.

" Eran J. McClure was married. December
25. 1886, to Bertha G. Brink, a natiye of Ver
non county, Missouri. Her father was Thomas
G. Brink, born in McDonough county, lllinois,
who was a teamster in the army during the
Ciril War. Her mother was Mary Bolon, a
natire Ohioan, whose brother, Andrew]., was
once Jndian agent on the Yakima reservation
and Iras murdered by his charges in 1856. Mrs.
:'lcClure's parents migrated to lllinois when
she was a child and soon thereafter started
across the plains in a wagon, arriving in the
Big Bend country during the year 1881. They
seitled on Tamarac canyon near Mondovi,
where they were early pioneers. Her mother
died December 31, 1900, and her father seven
teen days later, aged sixty-four and sixty-seven,
respectively. They had a family of eleven
children, of whom seven are still living in this
state. named as follows: David. a United
Brethren minister near Dayton; \Villiam H.
and Milo G., at Davenport; Mrs. Ella M.
Sorendge; Mrs. Armina C. Sittell, and Mrs.
Laura A, Dives. all near Mondovi.
R Nlr. and Mrs. McClure have five children,

ROber;1A., James H., Mary E., Harry M., and
osa 1\ yrtJe,

\\" ~fter Mr. McClure took his land he went to
o~ 10n the Northern Pacific railroad in Idaho

~~r 1ontana. He was also in British Columbia
a time H kCal'f .' e nows the west from southern
I arma t h .

othe 0 nort ern \Vashl11!ilon as few
r men do. He has experienced the life of

a frontiersman in all its trials and vicissitudes,
and is a typical example of the sturdy, ad
venturous, daring, whole-souled pioneer.

•••
PETER M. LYSE. Born in Denmark

June 24, 1864, Peter M. Lyse is now an in
fluential business man of \Vilbur, \Vashing
ton. His father and mother, Niels and Eliza
Lyse, both were natives of Denmark, and came
to the United States in 1872, settling at Clin
ton, Iowa. In the family were eleven chil
dren, seven of whom ace now living. Their
names are: Martin, ex-city marshal of \Vilbur,
and now deputy sheriff of Lincoln county;
Julius, manager of the furniture department
of the business of M. E. and E. T. Hay; Mrs.
Mary Viancour, of Pateros, \Vashington; the
subject; Mrs. Emma Thompson, whose hus
band is president of the Thompson Mercantile
Company of Hartline; Niels; an"d Mrs. Lydia
Faldborg.

Mr. Lyse came to the United States four
years later than his parents, whOl'n he joined
in Clinton county, Iowa, and with them jour
neyed to Sprague in 1883. In 1884 the
family came to near where \Vilbur now stands.
and settled on a ranch. In 1889 our subject,
in partnership with his brother Julius, engaged
in the meat business in \Vilbur, theirs being
the first shop to be opened in the town. Thus
engaged he continued until 1897. Preyious
to this, however, in 1893 the brothers added
to their business a furniture store,-the first
establishment of its kind in \Vilbur. Six vears

•

later they disposed of their business, and Peter
M. took charge of the grain and implement
departments of Hay Brothers' store. In 1901,
with H. M. Hansen, he founded the firm of
Hansen & Lyse, dealers in lumber and farm
implements. The firm was incorporated in
I902 under the name of Lauritzen & Lyse, and
the scope of business has enlarged to include
groceries, hardware, lumber and implements;
and the name was again changed to The Lyse
Mercantile Company, Incorporated, with \V. T.
Warren, president, \V. W. Maxey, vice presi
dent, and Mr.. Lyse, secretary, treasurer and
general manager. The firm is doing a good
business, having its full share of the Wilbur
trade.

Mr. Lyse was married September I6, I89I,
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to Huldfred Jurgensen, the daughter of G.
Jurgensen. . She was born in the same place
as her husband. There have been five chil
dren born to this marriage, the second of whom,
Elsie, is dead. Those living are Alvin T.,
Helen J., Agnes, and Glenn.

Mr. Lyse has attained prominence in fra
ternity circles of' his town, being a Mason, a
member of Tuscan Lodge, Number 81; a W.
\V., and a member of the Danish Brotherhood
of America. In 1896 he was elected county
assessor on the Populist ticket, and filled the
office to the eminent s<itisfaction of his con
stituency. He is now, however, an adherent
to socialistic principles.

• • •
JOHN M. SIEGl\lAN is the postmaster

and a general merchant at Mondovi, \Vashing
ton. He was appointed postmaster in 1891
and has held the position continuously since.

A native of Switzerland, he was born De
cember 12, 1863, and before leaving the coun
try to come to America in 1879 he had re
ceived a good common school education. His
father, Alois Siegman, died in the old coun
try in 1875; and his mother, Barbara Siegman,
later was married to Fred Lorenz, who died
in Mondovi, in November, 1900. The mother
died here April 3, 1899, in her sixty-sixth year.
He has one sister". BerthaM., the wife of
Frank E. Smith, of Camas, Washington.

On January 7, 1904, at the home of the'
bride's mother, at Spokane, \Vashington, Mr.
Siegman married Miss Rose Carr. Mrs. Carr
is now dwelling at 1714 Twelfth avenue, in
the Falls City. In addition to his business and
the building in which it is conducted, Mr. Sieg
man has a handsome residence across the street,
where Mrs. Siegman presides with gracious
dignity.

Upon coming to America the family set- .
tIed first at Lincoln, Nebraska, and later in
Nemaha county, Kansas, where the subject fol
lowed farming. In the spring of 1889 they
came to Colfax, Washington, and from there
to Cheney, thence, in 1890 he came to Mondovi.
installing upon his arrival the first stock of
goods ever brought to the town. Being a man
of limited means he started in business on a
small scale, and has gradually grown and
branched out as business warranted until now

he carries the only complete line of
merchandise, including dry goods general
ha d f . I ' grocenesr ware, arm Imp ements, paints oil d '
and patent medicines, in the town.' s, rugs,

Mr. Siegman's fraternity affiliatio
limited to membership in the Loyal Ame

ns
are

d h · l'f 1 ncans'an e IS ale ong member of the Cathor'
church. IC

Not only is Mr. Siegman a successful
h d h

mer-
e a~t an a .trustwort y. public servant in his
o~c.lal C~P~Clty, but he IS an eminently public
spmted cl~lzen who has done much in the way
of enhancmg the progress and development of
his chosen town and county.

• ••

LAFAYETTE LEWIS, M. D., is a re
tired physician residing in Wilbur. He is a
native of Hamilton county, Tennessee, where
he was born May 22, 1845, the son of Allen
and Elizabeth (Swafford) Lewis.

Dr. Lewis is one of ten chi Idr.en, five of
whom are living. They a~, besides himself,
Mrs. Martha J. Goforth, of New Windsor,
Illinois; Mrs. Nancy Heaton, Spokane; Mrs.
Charity Burton, Chattanooga, Tennessee; and
Mrs. Elizabeth Carten, Christian county, Mis
souri. Those who are dead are: William W.,
who was a prominent Baptist minister; John;
Judge Jesse A., a prominent attorney, who with
his aged wife was murdered on his farm near
Govan, Washington, by an unknown assassin, .
about December 19, 1902; Dr. James H.; ~nd
Prior L. Lewis. A grandfather of the family,
William Swafford, served in the War of 1812.

November, 13, 1861, Dr. Lewis enlisted and
went to the Civil War with the First Tennessee
Light Artillery, and served until mustered oul
at Cumberland Gap, January 23, 1865. While
in the army he was never wounded: although
he participated in some of the bloodIest battles
of the struggle; among which were Murfrees~
boro Lexington Loudon Tennessee, and th

, " er~
capture of Cumberland Gap, as well as num .
ous lesser fights and skirmishes. After the ~ar
he farmed for one year in his native state, t en

t Tensold his farm removed to Knox coun y, .
, h' d' I educatIOn.nessee and commenced IS me Ica I' . I lIege aHe was graduated from the medl~a cO

am
ben

Nashville, soon after locatin~ m ~ce ~nlil
county, where he was engaged 1D praet easurer
1885. Here he served four: years as tr
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. the county. Coming to Washington in the

ot , lY of 1885, he settled on a farm near \Vil
spnn" nd took up the practice of medicine in
bur, a . h' f h' f. Ilction wIth t e Improvement 0 IS arm.
conlU th nl I .. . hAt 'that time he was e 0 Y P lyslclan 111 t e
Big Bend, west of Davenport.' and consequently
h d quite an extensIve practice, often workmg
i: the field all day and calling on patients at
night. He also kept the Grand Coulee po.st-

ffice at his place for three years, to which
o d'patrons came from as gr.eat a Istance as sev-
enty-five and even a hundred miles. . One in
cident he recalls is that of a man com111g from
OkanoO'an county with two hundred and five
letters ~o mail in this office. In the fall of 1898
he removed to \Vilbur, where he practiced his
profession until 1900 when .he reti,red. with a
fortune sufficient to enable hIm to hve 111 com
fort the remainder of his life.

September. 5, 1872, Dr. Lewis \vas married
to Matilda Rogers, who was born and reared
in Claiborne county, Tennessee. Her father,
Henderson Rogers, served three years and six
months in the federal army, in Company C,
First Tennessee Infantry. He was taken pris
oner and then exchanged.

Nine children were born to Dr. and Mrs.
Lewis: James H., a real estate dealer in Spo
kane; Lilly, wife of "V. R Peters, a harness
dealer of Ritzville; Hassie, wife of William
Honeyfinger, a real estate man of Spokane;
Henry and Joseph, deceased; David, Laura,
Jesse L., and Fred S., of Wilbur.

Major David Rogers, grandfather of Mrs.
Lewis, won his title in the Reyolutionary war,
and ser.ved two terms in the state legislature of
Tennessee in that state's early days. In 1800
he located the old homestead in east Tennessee.

Dr. Lewis has a comfortable home in \Vil
bur, a first class six hundred and forty acre
farm, and some valuable real estate in hi; home
tOWIl.

. Dr. Lewis is a Baptist and his wife a Meth
odiSt. They are prominently identified with
the church affairs of \Vilbur. Dr. Lewis is
a conspicuous member of the R L. McCook
Post. G. A. R, as well as of the Masonic fra
ternity, he now being master mason of that
order.

When in Campbell county, Tennessee, Dr.
LeWIS, With his cousin \Villiam Lewis captured
ad' ,

mm erer in a celler. He was tried and exe
c!'t j .,e' tor the murder of one, Reynolds. In

1902, Dr. Lewis was chosen a member of the
city council. The Doctor states that when first
he came to Lincoln county, he found game
plentiful. On one occasion, in 1889, in Okano
gan county, he shot eighteen deer and six goats
in four days. Later he shot deer within a couple
hundred yards of his house. In two days he
bagged sixty-three wild geese 'in the vicinity
of Hartline, and he often makes a haul of fifty.
He is a skilled Nimrod.

• ••

GEORGE BANDY. Born near Catawba,
Lincoln county, Nor.th Carolina, April 4, 1879,
George Bandy is now a prosperous druggist
and a promising young business man of Wilbur,
Washington. Both his parents, Robert H. and
Amy E. (Beal) Bandy, were born and reared
among the same surroundings as himself. The
family consisted of five children, whose names,
besides that of our subject, are; :\Iary A., wife
of A. F. Johnson, manager. of the Hayden
Lumber Company of Govan, \Vashington;
William G., Edward, and Robert E. The
family home is situated two miles west of
Wilbur.

George Bandy came with his parents to Wil
bur in the spring of 1889. He at once entered
the public school, from which he was graduated
in due course of time, and in September, 1899,
he entered the \Vashington Agricultural Col
lege, graduating in pharmacy in 1901. He
was also at the same time registered
by the state board of pharmacy. He
returned to his home t01l"11 and entered
the employ of the proprietor of the
\Vilbur Phamlacy, and in 1903 he purchased
the store, since which time he has been its
so'le owner and manager. He carries as com
plete a stock of such articles as are usually
found in establishments of this kind, as is car
ried by any drug stor.e in the Big Bend, and
by his wide acquaintance, accommodating traits
of character, and strict honesty he has succeeded
in building up a business of which he is justifi
ably proud.

As a secret society man, Mr. Bandy holds
membership in the B. P. O. E., of Spokane,
the A. F. & A. M., of Wilbur, in which order
he has taken the master Mason degree, and in
the Eastern Star.

He owns a valuable pressed brick building,
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one of the handsomest structures of the town,
in which his store is situated. He is .regarded
by the entire community as being an honorable,
industrious, and capable young man.

•••

JAMES ODGERS, a pioneer newspaper
man of Davenport, is a native of Cornwall,
England, and was born January 24, 1850. He
came to the United States at an early age,
settling first at Lambertsville, New Jersey, and
in 1868 removed to Otoe county, Nebraska.
In 1888 he came to Douglas 'county, 'Washing
ton, residing there until 1890, when he re
moved to Davenport.

For eight years since coming to Davenport,
Mr. Odgers held the position of United States
commissioner, his appointment coming from
Judge Hanford, still on the federal bench. Dur
ing his career in journalism he has owned the
Almira J ounwl, the Coulee City N e'Ws and the
Davenport Tribune. The latter, two were
founded by him and the Davenport Tribune,
still a prominent paper in its field, he established
in September,' 1900.

In partnership Vv·ith G. K. Reed, he laid out
the towns of Almira, Hartline, and Coulee
City on the Washington Central branch of the
Northern Pacific railroad.

December 9, 1880, Mr. Odgers was married
to Laura M. Harper. To this union have been
born two sons, Lee and Carlyle. Mr.. Odgers
is a member of the Masonic fraternity, his mem
bership being in Mount Moriah Lodge of Syra
cuse, Nebraska.

• ••
WILLIAM P. NICHOLS is a well

known agricultural man of Lincoln county, and
also has the distinction of being one of the
earliest pioneers of the entire Big Bend country.
A detailed account of his life, with its hard
ships and arduous labors, will be of interest to
all, and we append the same.

,William P. Nichols was born in the vicinitv
~

of St. Louis, Missouri, on May 14, 1853, the
son of Henderson S. and Lucinda (Stanton)
Nichols. natives of Virginia and Kentucky, re
spectively. The father was an early settler in
Missouri and for four years served under
General Price in the Confederate army. He
died in December, 1866. The mother died in

L~esville, Missouri, on July IS, 1904. Mr
NIchols has one brother and one sister Mr'
Sarah E. Queen and Robert M. Wil1i~m;'
was educated in the public schools of Mis :

d h . d 'I SOunan t ere rema1l1e unh grown to manh d
On March 12, 1874, he married Miss Ma~h'
T. C. Queen, who was born in Burke cou t a
:r\orth Carolina, on September 30, I8S!. H~;
parents were Alfred and Martha Queen no.
deceased. .Mrs. Nichols has two sister~ an~
one brother, Lettie 0., Mrs. Sarah A. Dalton
and Alfred J. From his native heath Mr
Nichols removed to Henry county, Mi~souri:
and there farmed until April 22, 1879. That
was the date he turned his team to the west and
began the weary journey across the plains and
mountains to the Pacific coast. Fortune had
not favored him in his labors in farming, and
he had only thirty-three dollars in cash, besides
his wagon and three mules. \Vith this limited
capital and a wife and three small children. the
youngest only four months old and the eldest
four years, he essayed that tiresome and trying
trip. He was one of a train of thirty-five
wagons and the journey was without unusual
event until they came to Cheyenne. when one
of NIr. Nichols' mules died. At Boise, another
died. and he was forced to stop and work long
enough to earn money to buy another. On
November 12, 1879, he landed in Lagrande,
Oregon. The trip had been fraught with much
hardship, owirig to the scanty capital and con·
stant sickness in the family. He labored at
various callings in the Grande Ronde valley
until 1882, in July of which year, he went to
Milton and remained until April, 1883. There
misfortune still pursued him and he lost another
mule. In April, 1883, he started out to look for
a home. He was satisfied with the country
around Davenport, or where Davenport 110\\'. IS,
and accordingly located on ,quarter six mIles
southeast from that place. He lived in a tent
the first summer and then built a dug-out.
With a will and guided by wisdom, Mr. Nichols
and his brave wife went to work and the result
is that today they own 1,400 acres ?£ ~ne
wheat land, all in a high state of cultlvatlon

and improved with everything needed on a first-
. . modernclass wheat farm. The reSIdence IS a

ten-room structure provided with an excel!ent
. ' . odIOUS

water system, whIle the barn IS ~ comm. the
building, and everything is laId out 111 a
best of style and taste. The family owns
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thousand acres of land near the home estate
and they are one of the wealthy and res~ected

f 'll'es of the county. Recently, Mr. NIchols
amI 'd Clchased a seven-room resl ence at 439 eve-

r::d avenue, Spokane, where .he is dwelling
with his family at the present time.

Mr. Nichols is a member of the Maccabees,
and'of the W. O. W., while his wife belongs
to the Women of Woodcraft. They haye the
following named children; Josiah J., born J an-'
uary 17, I8?5, an? married to Amanda W.
Watkins, whIch U1uon has been blessed by the
advent of two children, \Villiam Earl, who
died when nine months old, and Nina; Dura
1., born October 25, 1876; Etta May, born
December IS, 1878, and a graduate of the Blair
Business College, of Spokane; Henry C, who
died on May 27, I90I. aged twenty years;
Arta 0., born July 16, 1883; Ida E., who died
November 24, 1890. aged five years and four
months and Bessie C. born February 20, 1888.

Mr. and Mrs. Nichols endured great hard
ship in their earlier Ii fe, and for six weeks
after coming to the Big Bend, she did not see
a white woman. They are now comfortably
situated and are enjoying the fruits of their
toil. Mr. Nichols has always taken a keen
interest in political matters and has labored
hard for educational progress.

•••

NOAH C. DAVENPORT, editor of the
SClltinel, of Wilbur, \Vashington, was born
III Washington county, Virginia, January 21,

[855, and has been a resident of the state of
Washington ~ince 1898. His early education
:I"as obtal~ed ill the old-fashioned "pay" school
In hiS natIve state. From the first his educa
tional advantages have been good, and he has
made the best of them, having graduated with
honors from the Marion high school, at which
school he also won a medal in oratory. He has
had conferred Upon him the degree of bachelor
~f natural science and English literature. For
. fteen years he followed the profession of teach
Ing In Virginia and Kentucky and later: was
engad' "ge 111 the mercantile business for' four
years U' .tl d' pan commg to Washmgton he set-
e
1

on a quarter section of raw land in Lin-
co n COunt h' hof th y, w IC he has developed lnto one
II e chOIcest farms in eastern Washington.

e also taught school intermittently in con
25

nection with the management of his farm. He
purchased the Sentinel plant in 1902 and pub
lished the first issue of the paper July 4, 1902•

Upon assuming control of the Sentinel he re
moved his family to Wilbur to obtain better
educational advantages, and to enable him to
devote his entire attention to his work. His
newspaper is considered one of the brightest
and most prosperous journals in the state, and
under the direction of its present owner has in
creased in circulation one hundred per cent.
and three hundred per cent. in advertising.

May IS, 1879, occurred the marriage of
Mr. Davenport to Ida F. Hubble, daughter of
R. H. Hubble, a veteran of the Civil War and. ,
one of the leadmg farmers of Virginia, and
Freelove (Blessing) Hubble, a native of Vir
ginia, and an active worker in church affairs.
Mrs. Davenport has two brothers, J. E. Hubble,
M. D., a graduate from the University of Vir
glnia, and a physician of wide reputation; and
Rev. D. S. Hubble, a prominent Baptist min
ister.

The family record of Mr. Davenport is one
of which he may justly feel proud. His father
was J. T. Davenport, a native Virginian, a
minister in the Missionary Baptist church and
a pioneer preacher of wide reputation through
out his state. He was also an enthusiastic pro
moter of education. The subject's mother was
Sally (Wassum) Davenport, born in Virginia
of Pennsylvania Dutch ancestry, an ardent as
sistant to her husband in his church work.
His brothers are Rev. Thomas J. and Prof.
Julius T. Davenport, both natives of Virginia.
The former held the degrees of A. B. and A.
M. from Emery and Henry College, in which
he won medals for excellence in composition
and oratory, and the Ph. D. degree from the
Louisville (Kentucky) Seminary. He is a Bap
tist minister of note, and has traveled exten
sively in Africa and the Holy land. Julius T.
Davenport, also a graduate from Emery and
Henry College, and winner of the A. B. and
A. M. degrees, taught for six years in the
Troy (New York) Business College, for three
years in Packard's Business College in New
York city, and is now principal of the Milling
ton (Tennessee) Academy. The other brothers
and sisters are Joseph M., Edward L., William
H., Mrs. Mary Biley, and Mrs. Sarah V. Gies
ler. Our subject is an ordained minister.

Mr. and Mrs. Davenport are parents of
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seven children, whose names are: Bernard M.,
now a teacher; Ray L., Ernest H., now dead,
Noah c., Laila A., Thomas H., and John E.

In politics Mr. Davenport has always affil
iated with the Democratic party, which he once
represented in a Virginia state convention. He
is a prominent member of the K. O. T. M., of
Wilbur.

In the early 'eighties, Mr. Davenport as
sisted, both personally and by liberal financial
contributions, to found the Virginia Institute,
now located at Bristow, Virginia, and was one
of the thirteen who constituted the first board
of trustees. It is now one of the leading col
leges for ladies in the south.

•••

HIRAM McMANIS a retired farmer. and
present mayor of the town of \Vilbur, was born
January 22, 1835, in Brown county, Ohio. His
father was Joseph McManis, a native of Penn
sylvania, and the son of Charles McManis who
was a patriot soldier serving thmughout the
Revolutionary war. The subject's mother was
Jane (Donaldson) McManis.

Early in life Mr. McManis learned the
cooper's trade, though he never followed it
to any material extent. He emigrated to Mar
shal county, Illinois, in 1854, where he re
mained until May, 1861, when he enlisted as
a private in Company G, Seventeenth Illinois
Infantry and went to the front with his com
mand. He was mustered out of service June
26, 1864, having served continuously during
this time. During his service he was in the I
ranks commanded at different times by Gen- .
erals McPherson, Logan, and Grant, and was I
in the thickest of many of the great battles of
the war:, including Fort Donelson, Pittsburg
Landing, and the forty-five days slege of Vicks
burg, as well as innumerable lesser fights and
skirmishes. He was so fortunate as never to
have been wounded, although on divers occa
sions his uniform was pierced by bullets.

After the war he returned to Illinois. He
had accumulated a comfortable fortune before
joining the army, butthr.ough the ravages of
war it was for the most part lost to him, so
tha~ he practically had his life to begin over
agam.

Mr. McManis was married to Rachel Owen,
July 4, 1867. She was the daughter of Me

and Mrs. Thomas Owen, and was bo .
Greene county, Pennsylvania 1844 A rn In

I f h· . f h' ' . s a resu tot IS umon our c J1dren have bee b -
J GH norn

esse ., arry A., both of whom ar '
dead; Nellie, wife of Fred Wolverston el,now

W 'lb 1 N . , lVlngnear I ur; anc ettJe M., wife of Ri h d
Drake, also of near Wilbur. c ar

In 1871 Mr. McManis disposed of his'
teres~s in, Illinois to remove to and engagedl~
farmmg m Montgomery county, Iowa. Twelve
years later he cam,e ,to the Big Bend, taking a
homestead on Wilson creek, about fifty-siJc
mi,les from Sprague, then his near,est trading
pomt. He first embarked upon the business of
stock raising., but he suffered so extensively
from losses during the severe winter of 18&rgo
that he abandoned this business for that of
farming, in which he has been eminently suc
cessful. Having sold h1s Wilson creek prop
erty, he now owns three hundred and twenty
acres of choice land eight miles northwest of
Wilbur, all under cultivation and well im
proved, besides five lots and a beautiful home
in Wilbur. He 1s now living a life of retire
ment.

Mr. McManis is one of the foremost G,
A. R. men of eastern Washington, having been
a member of the order for several years, and
is now in his second term as commander of his
post, R. L. McCook Post, No. 39.

•••

HOWARD SPINING, a widely known
and successful newspaper man of Wilbur,
Washington, is a native of Fountain county,
Indiana and was born November 26, 1853,
being the eldest of a family of eight chil~ren
now living. His father, Francis D. Spml11g,
died in 1879, but his mother, Czarina (Walker)
Spining, is living on a farm near Davenport,
in her seventy-third year.

At the age of fifteen the subject removed thO
. h' outWarren county Indiana. Dunng IS Y

he r7ceived a good educ.ation, and at thel~ge
of mneteen began teachmg school. In 79

, f' d to Baxterhe transferred hiS place 0 resl ence 'I the
Spring Kansas teaching at intervals untl

" W hmgton
spring of 1884, when he came to asHe also
and settled on a ranch near Davenport. port
taught the first wlnter term of the Da~enng a
scliool during the winter of 1886-87' e~ased
man not afraid of physical toil, he pure
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, oakes of oxen and set about improving
t\\o \" 'h" h '1his h~mestead, apply~ng IS ener~es .t us untl
889 when he was gwen the nommatlOn on thekpdblican ticket for the office of county clerk,

aned was elected. Upon the expiration of his
second term as clerk he was ch~sen tr~asurer
oi his county. Sprague at that time be1l1g the
seat of government of. Lin~oln county, th~t
city was his home dunng hiS encumbency III

•

office,
In May, 1896, in partnership with Herman

G, Bassett, he purchased the Wilbur Register,
and in 1902 they established the Hartline Stan
dard. Mr. Spining purchased his partner's in
terest in both these papers in September., 1903.
He lives in Wilbur and exercises direct super
yision over the editorial and business manage
ment of the Register. Since Mr. Spining's
taking a hand in the control of the Register
it has grown in circulation until it now is sur
passed by only one other journal published
in the Big Bend, and it has an office equipment
second to no publication, outside of Spokane
and Walla Walla, in Eastern Washington.

March 28, 1887, occurred the marriage of
Howard Spining to Clara Alice Lowe, a na
tive of Vermilion county, Indiana, the daugh
ter of Joseph c. and Matilda (Hubler) Lowe.
This union has been blessed by three children,
Harry Leslie, Ethel Maud, and Nina Adelaide.

Mr. Spining has been a man unusually
prominent in politics and active in fraternity
circles. He now holds membership in the K.
P., A. O. U. W., W. O. W., and the K. O.
T. M. societies Though not a wealthy man,
he IS comfortably and well situated financially.

•••

B "?LLIAM T. WARREN. A native of
ellelue, Jackson county, Iowa, born Decem

ber 3. 1866, William T. Warren is now a suc
~essful practicing attorney of Wilbur. Wash-
l11gto R' f,n. IS ather, Thomas B. \Varren a
natll'e of th '
k e same countv was one of the well

OO\\"n h • ,c aracters of the northwest. He camt.
to Montan' 8 6. a In 1 7 , and was for a number, of
years the postmaster at Dillon. From this
POl11t he cam t S k . .P'd e 0 po ane 111 1886 and dUrIng

resl ents Rarr' , d" '.Ison s a m1l11stratIOn he was
POstmaster th AbWent t 0 ere. out seven years ago he
h' d 0 kanogan county since which time until

IS eath he was prominently identified with

mining operations and with the profession of
the law. The subject's mother was Mattie L.
(Grant) Warren, daughter of Israel Grant,
who was first cousin to General U. S. Grant.
He was one of the early pioneers of Callawa)
county, Missouri, and for sixteen years was
clerk of his county. Mrs. Thomas· B. Warren
died in Spokane about 1894. The father's
death occurred in Spokane, March 17, 1904
The only members of the family surviving
them, besides the son mentioned above, are
Lee G., Mrs. Jessie Nosier, and Mrs. Alta M.
Hines, all of Seattle.

In 1871 William T. Warren came with his
parents to Franklin, Idaho, where he busied
himself in selli'ng papers and acted as agent
for the Salt Lake Tribune at the terminus of
the Utah and Northern Railway for two years.
We next find him in the postoffice at Dillon and
at the same time conducting a news stand. His
schooling facilities wer.e decidedly limited, he
having access to the public schools only a few
terms. This, with one year in an eastern school,
was all the schooling he ever received. At the
age of seventeen he was appointed assistant
postmaster at Missoula, Montana, but on ac
count of ill health he did not remain long in this
work, but removed to the Bitter Root valley,
where he lived on a stock ranch and rode that
range for two years. He next worked for. a
time on the Northern Pacific railroad on the
Rocky Mountain division, his chief being Su
perintendent F. W. Gilbert. He came to Spo
kane in 1886, where he made his home until
1893. During his residence in Spokane he was
variously employed, having served as clerk and
bookkeeper for, a mercantile house, assistant
postmaster, clerk for Justice of the Peace F. M .
Backus, real estate dealer, and lawyer. He was
in the real estate business at the time of the
memorable Spokane fire and lost heavily from
its effects. \Vhile a law student he was mar
ried, December 3. 1890, to Kate W. Rockhold,
the eldest survi ving daughter of Jerry Rock
hold, ex-county surveyor of Lincoln county.
Upon being admitted to the bar, Mr. Warren
formed a partnership with Judge Backus, un
der whom he read law, and Judge \Vatkins,
the firm name being Backus, Watkins & War
ren. The senior. member of the firm later with
drawing, the business was continued under the
name of 'Watkins & Warren until 1893, when
Mr. \Varren came to Wilbur. He is now as-
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sociated with the firm of Myers & Warren,
one of the ablest law firms of the county. He
is not only a prominent man in his profession,
but equally so in fraternity circles. He is
past master of the A. F. & A. M., of Vvilbur;
past counsel and present clerk of the W. v-.T.;
a member of the I. O. O. F., of Davenport; of
the K. P., of Spokane; of the B. P. O. E., of
Spokane; and of the Eastern Star, of vVilbur.

•••

FRED McLELLAN, a retired merchant of
Davenport, \Vashington, was born in Noel,
Hants county, Nova Scotia, June 16, 1847.
He was the son of Samuel and Hanna (Faulk
ner) McLellan, both of whom are deceased.

The boyhood days of Mr. McLellan were
spent on a farm in Nova Scotia. In 1869 he
removed to the United States, settling first in
Boston, from which city he removed later to
New York, thence to San Francisco bv steamer

•
and via the Panama route. From San Fran-
cisco he proceeded to the Sacramento valley
where he engaged in farming. In 1889 he sold
his interests in California, came to Lincoln
county, Washington and purchased three hun
dred and twenty acres of agricultural land
three miles north of Davenport. He lived on
this farm only a year when he removed to
Davenport and engaged in the general mer
chandise business with L. J. Hutchins and A.
L. Smalley, under the firm name of Hutchins
& Company. The senior member of the firm
dying, the firm name was changed to A. R.
Smalley & Company, and later, upon Mr.
Smalley's selling his interest to J. Moore, it
was again changed, this time to McLellan &
Moore. In 1902 Mr. McLellan disposed of his
interest in the firm to his partner and retired
from the business, devoting his time since then
to the management of his city real estate. He
owns ten first class residence houses in choice
locations besides the one he occupies. This is
a modern house of ten rooms exclusive of bath, ,
closets, halls, and a commodious basement. His
home comprises three lots beautified by fruit
and shade trees, lawn and shrubbery. He also
has extensive land interests in the Yakima
country.

On October 8, 1881, Mr. McLellan was
married to Miss IVIaggie McLaughlin, who.
June IS, 1897, passed away. He was married

to his present wife, February 6, 1900. Mrs
Mc!--ellan formerly ,was Miss Dacy Cheek, ~
natIve of Perry, PIke county, Il!inois. She
was the daughter of George and Sarah (Reet:e)
Cheek, both deceased. Mrs. McLellan tau ht
school in her native county, and after com

g

h' '8 h lngto t IS state III I 90 s e took a homestead·
Adams county, which place she still own

lll

She taught school in Ritzville, also fOur yea:~
in Sprague; and the three years iust preceding
her marriage she taught in Davenport.

Mr. and Mrs. McLellan have no children
of their own, but have a little girl, Beatrice C.

. Rutter, whom they have taken to raise.
Mr. McLellan is a member of the Presby

terian church, being an elder in that denomina
tion, while Mrs. McLellan holds memberShip in
the Christian church.

Always in his active days a man of enter
prise and of honor, M r. McLellan is no\y en
ioying the fruits of a well spent and busy liie.

•••

WILLIAl\l P. LUCAS is engaged in the
hardware business in Davenport, Washington.
He was born near Oskaloosa, Jefferson county,
Kansas, February 3, 1870, the son of Joseph
and Catharine (Altiza) Lucas, both of whom
are now living at Spangle, \Vashington.

Mr. Lucas came with his parents to Spangle
in 1884, where he learned the tinner's trade
with O. W. Ames, who was conducting a hard·
ware store in Spangle, and whom William P.
Lucas with his brother Elmer E., succeeded
in business, in 1890. He continued in the hard
ware business at this point until Janua~y, 1903,
he and his brother having in the meantIme pur
chased a large interest in the A. W. Tu!ner
hardware establishment in Davenport. L;pon
selling his interests in Sap·ngle he ren:oyed to

h · de 1115 home.Davenport, where he as smce rna 8<)
Mr. Lucas was married September 9, I

th
9,

to Miss Sarah Merle Drake, whose rYe:~
Elmer E. Drake, was for a numbe~ ~ 'kane
county supenintendent of schools 0 po
county. L caS waS

While a resident of Spangle, Mr.. u grad-
for a time mayor of the town. He IS ~ man
uate of the Spokane Business coll~ge,;:m~r of
of good education. Socially, he IS af the Chap
the A. F. & A. M. at Cheney, and 0

ter at Davenport.
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. considered to be a man of good busi-
e IS I' I" h. tegrity and of the ster 109 qua Ibes t atnesS In .

win and retain frIends.--_......---

JOSEPH A. HOOPLE, city tr.easurer of
Davenport, was bo~n Dec~ber 2~, 1835, on
h St Lawrence rIver, eIghty mIles vvest of
~!~ntr~l, Canada. His father, Michael
H pIe and his mother, Sarah (Swartz)
H:ple: both we:e born at this same place and
both lived and dIed the~e. Upon the outbreak
f the Papsinaw RebellIon, a war between the

~ritish and the French Canadians, Mich~el
Hoople entered the army of the Crown WIth
which he served until the uprising was put
down.

Joseph A. Hoople was the eldest of a fam-
ily of six children, three boys and an equal
number of girls, only three of whom are now
lil'ing. They are, besides the subject, Mrs.
Melissa A. Countryman and Mrs. Mary Hawn,
both still residing in Canada.

As a boy Mr. Hoople attended the common
schools of his native country, and also served
an apprenticeship as a harness maker. He
came to the United States in his sixteenth year,
locating first in the state of New York, later
removing to Oberlin, Ohio, where he was grad
uated from the preparatory department of
Oberlin college. He next removed to Cleve
land where he took up work at his trade. Here
he became a naturalized citizen of the United
States, and cast his first vote for General \Vin
field Scott for president. After working at
hiS trade for some years in Cleveland. he re
tumed to his boyhood's home to visit his rela
tIves, .and while on this trip he was married
to E~lzabeth Jackson. The couple emigrated
to Minnesota, settling at \Vindom, where Mrs.
Hoople died. Four and a half years after the
death of his wife, Mr. Hoople was married to
Mrs. Agnes (Hales) Imus. Mrs. Imus had
one son, Edward who is now bookkeeper in
the B' B N '.Ilg end JatlOnal bank at Davenport.
D n 1886 Mr.. and Mrs. Hoople settled in

havenport, Mr. Hoople opening an up-to-date
amess sho I . h b . .In b' p. W llC usmess he stIli conducts.

is uSdllless life he has prospered until now he
rate as f h .of th one 0 t e well-to-do busmess men

e town H .holls ' . e Owns a modern eIght-room
e 111 a ch' I .of cit Olce ocatlOn, and a large amount
y realty. In addition to his city property

he holds stock in several valuable mines, among
which might be mentioned the "Scotch Bonnet,"
near McCook, Montana, the "Copper King,"
near Springdale, Washington, and the "Copper
Mountain" on the Snake river, as well as in
some promising prospects that may as yet
hardly be classed as mines.

Mr. Hoople is a Mason, having been a mem
ber of that fraternity for twenty-five years, and
is a member of the Ocld Fellows order of thirty
five years' standing. He is a stanch Republi
can, and at the hands of that party he has served
his city as treasurer continuously during the
past fourteen years. He is the father of three
children, Ada, Archie A., and Fay.

• ••

HUBERT J. DAVIS, a mining man and
land owner of Davenport, 'vVashington, was
born in Omega, Ohio, November 6, 1873. His
father was Augustus Davis, a native of Pom
eroy, Ohio, and his mother, Sarah (Clouse)
Davis, was born in Gallipolis, Ohio.

Mr. Davis is a member of a family origin
ally comprising thirteen children, nine boys and
four girls, twelve of whom are now living. The
first fifteen years of his life were spent on a
farm with his parents, during which time he
received the common school education ordin
arily gained by the industrious farm boy. In
the spring of 1891 the family came to Wash-

I ington and engaged in farming near Davenport.
Subsequently Mr. Davis removed to the town
of Davenport where he still continues to make
his home. In 1895 he entered the business of
mining, casting his lot in the Cedar Canyon
district in Stevens county, where he became
superintendent of the famous Deer Trail mine,
in which capacity he sen'ed for a term of one
year. After. leaving the Deer Trail, Mr. Davis
located the Turk group of claims, and with A.
W. Turner, of Davenport, at once began devel
oping the property. Later on they -incorporated
what is known as the Turk Mining & Milling
Company, which company owns eight claims
producing silver, copper, and gold. They have
.the claims in an advanced stage of develop
ment, with at least six thousand tons of ore,
assaying twenty-five dollars per ton, on the
dump. Considerable ore has already been
shipped to the smelter. A. W. Turner is presi:
dent of the company, Mr. Davis, vice president
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and H. A. P. Meyers, secretary, Mr. Davis
being one of the heaviest stock holders in the
concern. He also has interests in others of
the many valuable prospects of the camp. In
addition to his mining property he owns four
hundr~d acres of agricultural land in Lincoln
county and a section in Douglas county, near
Stratford, a small town on the Great Northern
railway.

In fraternal circles, Mr. Davis is identified
with the Royal Highlanders and with the
'Voodmen of the WorId. Although coming
to the country practically without means, Mr.
Davis is now rated as a well-to-do business man,
enjoying the confidence and respect of a wide
circle of friends.

The Turk Mining & Milling Company is
. now installing a one hundred ton smelter on
their property, which will greatly reduce the
cost of operation, as at present they are obliged
to haul their ore thirty-eight miles to the rail
mad and then ship to the smelter in Tacoma.

•••

PATRICK J. CLINTON, who is now re
tired from active life, is to be numbered with
the leading pioneers of the Big Bend country,
and it is with pleasure that we accord him
representation in the volume that purports to
mention the prominent citizens of this favored
section. To recount all his experiences would
require a volume of mor.e extended pages than
this, and we shall give but an epitome of his
career. But to be the proud possessor of the
title of "pioneer" is a fact that stamps a man
of Mr. Clinton's characteristics as a real leader,
for his energy, fearlessness, and wisdom have
combined to bring forth results that have not
only made him a wealthy man, but have also
made him a benefit to his fellows in that he
has stimulated milch wor,thy labor and encour·
aged other in the good work of development.

Patrick J. Clinton was born in Ireland, on
August 15. 1838, the son of James and Man
(Holland) Clinton, also natives of the Emerald
Isle. The father brought his family to Rome;
New York in 1848, and later went to Colum
bia county, \Visconsin, where he settled and re
mained until his death. The mother died in
'Visconsin also and both are buried at Portage.
. 0t,lr subj ect was the thir.d of a family of

SIX children, and after a training in the common

schools, went to work !n a cotton mill in Ne]
York stat~. H~ contmued until 1860, th~
went to \Vlsconsm, also. He assIsted his f th
on the farm until 1863, when he started aa er
the plains to Virginia City, Montana. H~ross
there in July a~d immediately went to min~~;
gold. The IndIans were by no means peacabl
ana many are the thrilling times experienc~
by Mr. Clinton in various encounters. For four
years he sought the treasures of earth amid the
golden sands of Virginia City, and then On the
crest of the wave hurried to Helena. These
were days never to be forgotten. Rich dis
coveries daily, all the dangers from savages,
the wild recklessness of excited miners. all
combined to make it a time of importance in
the history of the great west, and Mr. Clinton
is familiar with the ins and outs of the country
and its progress there for some time. In 1864,
he went to Silver Bow and worked in various
camps until 1868. In that year he chartered the
hurricane deck of a cayuse and rode the un
certainties of the Bitter Roots to Walla Walla.
The ,",-inter of 1868-9 was spent on Mill creek,
near Walla Walla, and then he bought a team
and freighted from Umatilla Landing to Boise
and Silver cities. Then he wrought on the
Central Pacific, later crossed the Sierras to see
the famous Golden Gate, was occupied in the
state for a time and lived in SanFrancisco and
Oakland until the spring of 1872, when he
came to \Valla Walla, landing there on the
fifteenth of March. He took a ranch fifteen
miles from Colfax, later returned to Walla
Walla, and in the spring of 1874, bought callIe
and located on Rock creek, which is in the tern
tory now embraced in Lincoln county. He se~
tIed on unsurveyed land and held it by squatters
right for three years then secured title. To thiS

, '1 h hadnucleus he added by purchase unt! ,e
. ThIS wasabout one and one half sections.

given to general crops and Mr. Clinton also
did stock raising continuous1y for years In
this section and finally in 19°2, sold the estahte

O e year efor twenty-two dollars per acre. n CI'
. b h I Mr 111-threshed thirteen thousand us e,s. • in his

ton has shown consummate WIsdom _
. 11 t success. a,labors here and has won exce en h' 'j't

, d and t n
could but be, since energy, WIS 0111, - elling

. h . d Atter sare. sure to bnng t elr, rewar . he is
his ranch, he went to Spokane,. wh.ere Be
living a more retired life at thiS orne' t be
owns residence property on MadelIa stre

e
,
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'd n'iclerable other property. He has beensies co , ., h h
h frontier, all hiS lIfe and as s ow ex-

onted .
11 t fortitude pluck an progressiveness,

ce en ' . f h h h
h'l he has so conducted hlmsel t at e as

IV I e f II I. the esteem and confidence 0 a w 10 may
lIon fl" H h
I the Pleasure 0 11S acquamtance. e aslave
never married. . . .

In early days Mr. Clmton received mall
ally but once a year as it required a trip of

~~l~ hundred miles to Walla \Valla to get it.

•••

HENRY 1. HINCKLEY was born in
Lowell, Massachusetts, on March 14, 1856.
His parents, Joseph and Mary A. (Dunn)
Hinckley, were nati ves ~f N ew ~runswick,
where also they were marned. The tather was
a cotton weaver and died when our subject was
eight years of age. The mother died in Boston
about eight years since. The ancestors were
natiyes of north Ireland and came to America
before the Revolution. There were four chil
dren in the family; Joseph, deceased; Henry 1. ;
\Y. ]., a physician of Boston; and Clarence B.
Henry spent his early days in Lowell and Bos
ton, graduating from the grammar schools in
the latter city when quite young. After he left
school, he engaged as office boy in a book pub
lishing house and worked his way through to
be one of the high salesmen. Then he went to
sea for three years, being a sailor in the East
Indian trade. During the service, he was
wr,ecked off Cape Horn, his ship being the
Frank F. Curlen, of Bath, Maine. Later on,
he was picked up by the John De Costa and
brought to San Francisco. This was in 188o '
and he engaged there in carpenter work with his
brother. In 1881, he came to Ainsworth,
Washington, by way of Portland and did car
penter work until 1884. In the fall of 188I,

he came to the Big Bend country and located a
homestead where he now lives, four miles north
west from Edwall. He labored at Sprague and
III other sections of the country until 1884, when
he settled on his place and gave his attention to

stock raising and general farming. Since that
hme, he has continued steadilv in this occu-
patIon 1 h . •fane e now Owns eight hundred acres
0. very fine wheat land. The same is improved
"ah good I 'Id' " .. Jtu I11gs WI11(1111111 fences and IS
SupplIed .' h ' , . '
f \\ It all necessary machmery and stock
or operati M . I011S. r. Hmckley has always taken

an active interest in the upbuliding of the coun
try and was chairman of the first good roads
meeting in Lincoln county. He has done a
lion's share in this line, has also given much
attention to building up good schools, and has
served as director for many years.

In 1891, at Spokane, Mr. Hinckley married
Miss Anna S. \VahJburg, a native of Boston
and to them three children have been born, two
of whom are living, A. W. and Alice. Mr.
Hinckley came to the Big Bend country with
very limited means and has gained his present
wealth by wisely developing the resources of
this country. Mr. Hinckley has traveled over
the world a great deal and remarks that the
Big Bend country is the best place that he has
ever seen, for a poor man. He is well satisfied
with the climate, the soil, the markets and \vith
the country in general, and much credit is due
him for the excellent work he has done in
developing and building up this portion of the
county.

•••

G. W. THORP, who resides about seven
miles southwest from Ed"'all, on a magnificent
estate of over two sections, is one of the earliest
pioneers of this portion of \Vashington. A
part of the large estate is a home~~eaG that
Mr. Thorp took in 188o. Since thaI: tirr:e, he
has resided here continuously and given his
attention to general farming and stuck raising.
Two hundred and forty acres of his estate are
devoted to raising grain and the balance is
utilized for stock purposes. Owing to his in
dustry and wisdom, Mr,. Thorp has contin
uously prospered and is today one of the wealthy
farmers in \Vashington. He has excellent
buildings and all improvements that are needed,
together with all the accoutrements necessary
for the operation of the farm. He owns con
siderable stock and other property also.

G. \V. Thorp was born in Ohio, on January
20, 1851, the son of George and Martha
(Turner) Thorp, natives of England. They
came to the United States in 1850 and settled
in Ohio, where they remained until their death.
Our subject went to school in Ohio until four
teen, then engaged in labors for himself. Two
years later, it being 1867, he enlisted in Com
pany E, Ninth Regular Infantry, but after
wards was transferred to Company E, Twelfth
Regular Infantry. His company was sent to
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California via the Isthmus and they landed
in San Francisco on July 24, 1867. They were
immedi<ltely sent out on the frontier to fight the
Digger. Indians, who were on the war path,
and for two'years they were constantly in active
duty. Mr. Thorp participated in many battles
and skirmishes and became a very skillful
Indian fighter. In 1869, they returned to the
barracks and there he. remained at Camp Gas
ton until his term expired. After leaving the
army, he took a stock ranch on Redwood
creek, which he sold shortly afterwards, and

.paid attention to farming in Humboldt county.
Then he was in the lumber woods for seven
years and in 1883, came to Dayton, Washing
ton. In the spring he took land near where he
now resides and since that time, has been one
of the progr.essive and leading men in this
portion of Vvashington.

In Humboldt county, California, in 1872,
Mr. Thorp married Miss Mary E. Devenish, a
native of California. To them the following
children have been born, George A., \Villiam
R., Anna, Grace, Arthur, and Clarence.

Mr. Thorp is not especially active in politi
cal matters, although he is always allied on
the side of good men and upright principles.

• ••

JACOB SMITH, who resides on Second
street in Sprague, where he owns a handsome
modern brick residence, was born in Baden,
Germany, on July II, 1845, the son of Jacob
and Elizabeth (Young) Smith. The father
came to the United States in 1849, being exiled
from Germany on account of his part in the
Rebellion of 1849. He came with George
Sigel and others and for many years was pilot
on the Mississippi. He died in St. Louis in
1873. The mother was born in Germany and
died in St. Louis in 1862. Our subject was
r;tised and educated in St. Louis and at the
age of sixteen enlisted in the army, the date
being June I. 1861. He responded to the first
call of President Lincoln and his term of en
listment was for three years. He was in the
Seventh Missouri Volunteer Infantry as music
ian, that regiment being called the Irish Bri
gade. He was under Generals Lvons and Fre-

~

mont and later under Generals Logan and Mc-
Pherson. He was in the conflict at Vicks
burg, at the Bayou Piers, Raymond, Jackson,
Champion Hill and the Big Black Battle. He

participated in three charges at Vicksbur B
also had the pleasure of seeing Pembe~o/
sur~ender to. General G.rant. . In 1863, MrS
Smith re-enlisted and hIS regiment was .
solidated with the Eleventh Missouri. He con
ticipated in the battle of Nashville, then \;,~;
to New Orleans and was in the battles of M
bile, Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely. Then~;
he was transferred to Montgomery, Alabama
and on the way heard of Lee's surrender and
Lincoln's death. At Memphis on January
15, 1866, he was mustered out as senior prin
cipal musicia~ of the regim~t. .Following
that, Mr. SI11Ith went to fanTiing 111 Illinois
then. v;ent to Nebr.aska where he took up ~
soldier s homestead 111 1873. He was appointed
postmaster at Hanson by President Hayes. In
1883, Mr. Smith came to Sprague and took
up a pre-emption and since that time he has
been engaged in farming and wheat buvino-

. . ~ h'
At the present time, he rents hlS fine large es-
tate of fifteen hundred acres and gives his per
sonal attention to buying wheat in Sprague.
His farm is well improved with a fine two-story
modern residence and all barns and buildings
necessary.. He has considerable stock and also
plenty of machinery.

While in Illinois in 1866, Mr. Smith mar
ried Miss Mary Graham, who died in 1868.
Later, he married Miss Louisa Dunn, who died
in 1902. By his first wife, Mr. Smith had one
child, Mrs. Hattie Fish, who lives in Sprague.
To the second marriage the following children
have been bam, Mrs. Cary Kirkland, of Lon
don, England ; Jay, in California; Mrs. Cora
Dodson, of Harrington; Joseph; Bennie; ElIz
abeth; Minie; and Mrs. Sadie Dunn, of Lm
coIn county.

Mr. Smith is past commander of the G. A.
R., at Sprague and also a member. of the
Masonic order. He was the first preSident Jl1

the Lincoln County Pioneer Association. !lIr.
Smith is a very popular citizen and has well
earned his present standing by reason of IllS

long continued career of uprightness and
probity.

In the portrait of Mr. Smith, which appears
in another portion of this work, the reader
will note a star on the breast. That star '\I\'a~

bo tl avpresented by Colonel Buchanan, a l\ '.'
. . s serrlce

22, 1863, at Vicksburg, for mentonO\l, '. the
and bravery shown by Mr. Smith, then In
army.
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FRANK PANEK is a prosperous .and pro-
. farmer living about three mIles west

gress1ve . B h . .
am Edwall. He was born In 0 emla In

fr t 1863 the son of John and Frances
Au!TUS , ' . f Boh . Th
r l> n) Panek natIves 0 emla. e(raga' .

father was a brick layer. In 1878, he came wIth
his family to. Colfax county, Nebraska, where
h nd his wIfe lIve at the present tIme. They
~ rae the parents of- six children, our subject

\Ie . d h' edbeinu the second. Frank receIve IS uca-
tion in the old country and was fourteen when
his father came to Colfax co.unty. He worked
on the farm in Nebraska untIl September, 1883
in which year he came to Sprague: He soon
went to work on the Northern PacIfic raIlroad
and for nine years was in the employ of that
company. He first held the position of fireman
and later was locomotive engineer. After leav
ing that company, he handle.d an engine for the
roller mills in Sprague untIl he went to work
for the Great Northern railroad as engineer.
After that he went to Nebraska and spent three
years with his parents. Next we see him in
Fremont county, Idaho, handling an irrigated
fann, which occupied him until 1901. Finally
he selected the .place where he now resides,
hal-ing previously, in 1883, bought one half
section of railroad land.

On November 7, 1897, Mr. Panek married
Mary Ledvina, a native of Greenbay, Wiscon
sin. Her parents, Joseph A. and Antoine M.
(Wesley) Ledvina, are now living in Nebraska.
They were the parents of six children. Mrs.
Panek has one child by her former marriage,
Lucy. To Mr. and Mrs. Panek three chil
dren have been born, Victor 0., Raymond V.
and Olga A. The last two mentioned are de
ceased. Mr. Panek is a member of the Odd
Fellows, the M. W. A. and the Locomotive
Brotherhood. He is very much impressed with
the resources and riches of the Big Bend coun
~r)' and feels well satisfied that he is dwelling
111 one of the richest sections of the United
States.

•••

d ~SCAR H. FRITSCH was born in Wal
en urg, Germany, on February 28 18::7 the

Sonf] "oJ'
. 0 oseph and Pauline (Kohler) Fritsch.

naltves of G .
d ermany and noW deceased. He was

e ucated' h' .th In 1S native country and then spent
18r;~ a:d one half years in a general store. In

~, e came to the Unrted States landing- in

Milwaukee. For seven months he was working
in a hotel then went to Red Wing, Minnesota,
where he learned the miller's trade. He (01
lowed that in Minnesota for five years then

. went to Denver, Colorado and continued in his
trade. Later, he returned to Minnesota, then
went to San Francisco. In 1881, we find him
at Walla Walla, V'/ashington, and from that
point he journeyed to Spokane finally taking up
a homestead where he now lives, about three
miles southwest from Edwall. After taking

. the homestead he spent some time working on
the railroad and soon began operations on his
land and to that he has added until he now owns
three fourths of a section. It is all choice wheat
land and all fenced. He has a modern nine
room house, large barns, plenty of outbuildings,
windmill, orchard and all equipments needed on
a first class farm. Mr. Fritsch 1S one of the
substantial men of this section and has gained
his property entirely through his own labors.
He stands well in the community and has al
ways taken a keen interest both in politics and
educational affairs.

In 1888, Mr. Fritsch married Miss Bertha
Rux, a native of Minnesota. Her parents are
living with Mr. Fritsch at the present time. To
this marriage four children have been born,
Cora, Charles, Emma and Nora, aged fifteen,
thirteen, twelve and six, respectively.

Mr. Fritsch is a member of the Maccabees
and is one of the stirring and progressive citi
zens of Lincoln county. Comparing it with
various other sections where he has lived, Mr.
Fritsch is thoroughly convinced that the Big
Bend country is one of the choice farming re
gions to be found in the United States.

•••
CHARLES A. MIELKE, \\"ho resides

about three miles southwest from Edwall, is
one of the industrious and progressive farmers
of the Big Bend country. He has labored here
with a display of energy and wisdom for a good
many years and is now. one of the well to do
and leading farmers. .

Charles A. 1\1 ielke was born in Prussia.
Germany, on September 17, 1868, the son of
J\lichael and Caroline (Hellatz) Mielke, na
tives of Germany. They came to the United
States in 1873 and now reside in Lincoln coun
ty, being pioneers of this section. Our subject
came with his par,ents to the United States and
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settlement was made on the :Mississippi river,
in Iowa; then they journeyed to Indiana and
tW9 years later, came west to \Vabasha county,
Minnesota, where land was bought and they
turned their attention to farming. About 1883
our subject landed in Lincoln county with his
parents. He remained at home assisting them
in the farm work until twenty-five years of age,
then began to do for himself. He has given
his attention to general' farming and stock

raising since that time and has won excellent
success in these labors.

In 1898, Mr. Mielke married ~liss Martha
Itzenhauser, a native of Germany. Her father
John Izenhauser, now lives about a mile south
west from Edwall. She came to this countrv

•

with her parents \vhen fifteen years of age, it
being then 1885. , Her education was com
pleted at \Varsaw, I1linois, and in IO\va. In
1890, she came \vest to Seattle and two years
later, went to Tacoma, thence to San Francisco
and finally back to Tacoma, where she was mar
ried in 1898. To Mr. and Mrs. Mielke. two
children have been born, Marie and Helen, aged
four and one, respectively. Mr. ~lielke is the
owner of a quarter section of fine wheat land.
well improved with barn, windmill, orchar.d

•

and so forth. He is a member of the Maccabees
and M. \V. A. and is a man of influence and
good standing.

•••
JOHN H. LOGAN resides about three

miles east from Edwall, where he owns eight
hundred acres of wheat land. He was born in
Geauga county, Ohio, on June 17, 1838, the
son of Robert and Rachel (Marbel) Logan, na
tives of New York. Our subject was called to
mourn the death of his father when he was a I

lad of eight years and immediately thereafter
he went to Lake county, Illinois. Two years
later, we find him in McHenry, \Visconsin, and
two years after that, he went to Allamakee
county, Iowa, where he farmed for several
years. \Ve next see him on the homestead in
Harlan county. ::'\ebraska, where he labored for I

eight years, finally leaving the country on
account of the ravages of the grasshoppers. It
was August. 1881, when he landed in "Valla
\Valla, having crossed the plains with teams.
The next year he came to Lincoln county and
located near "'here he nmv lives.

At Lansing, Iowa, in 1860, Mr. Logan mar-

ried Miss Harriett Depew, a native of Ohi
Her father had come across the plains l' I o.. nate
bfe and took a homestead where Our sub'

.d A I' d I . jectnow reSI es. t 11S eat 1, he wIlled the I d
to Mr. Logan. Since coming to this count
Mr. Logan has been occupied in stock rai/) ,
and general farming, giving his attention lar;~
Iy to rais!ng wheat. He has made a good su~
cess and IS one of the wearthy men of the Coun
ty. To Mr. and Mrs. Logan the following chil
dren have been born, George B., Otis R., Fred
rick E .. Adelbert, all living near home, an-I
Lilly and Dora. The following are deceased
Milton L., Josephine J anett, and Cary. 0,;
January 16, 1900, Mrs. Logan \vas called awar
by death. Since then Mr. Logan has bee~

dwelling \vith his sons on the home estate.
which is well imprO\'ed \vith buildings, fence,.
windmill and so forth. In all his travels, ~!r.

Logan says that he has never found a countrr
that is better than the Big Bend section and is
well satisfied to make this his home eluring the
remainder of his pilgrimage.

• ••
ANDREW STARK lives one and three

fourth miles northwest of \Vaukon. where he
owns three hundr.ed and twenty acres of choice
wheat land and is devoting himself to its CUltI
vation. He was born in Edinburgh, Scotland,
on January 1I, 1862. the son of John and Mar
garet (Adamson) Stark, also natives of Scot
land. The father followed plastering and min
ing and came to the United States in 1871,

settling in Lincoln county where he died. The
mother died while enroute to Lincoln county.
The children of the family are four girls am!
five boys. Our subject's early life was spent
in Scotland, wher.e he attended school unnl
eleven years of age; then came a journey to
England, where he learned the plasterer's trade
and also mining, follO\ving the former fire
years and the latter seven years in England.
\Vhen twenty-three years of age he came to

Calgary, Alberta, and spent two years at, b~s
trade. On Januarv 5, 1887. he came to Tyle '

- . . March
Spokane county and the follOWIng .
bought a farm of eightv acres, where h~ now

. - h d IS onereSIdes. He has added by purc ase an f tl e
of the prosperous and well-terdo men 0 1 .

. . f' h has donecounty. In addlt10n to arm1l1g, e h ,_
considerable plastering since coming here, a\
ing labored in various parts of the country,
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At Spokane, on July 3, 1900, Mr,. Stark
married :Mrs. Nettie S. Dial, a native of Kan-

She came here with her former husband
~s;890, By that marriage, she had three chil
dren Cecil R" Elmer R. and Earl L. To Mr.
and ~lrs. Stark. two children have been bom,
john F. and Alma D. M:s. ?tark's parents,
~fr. and Mrs. Tutcher, resIde III Kansas.
, Mr. Stark has always taken a very lively
interest in educati?nal matters and also in politi
cal affairs. He is a progressive an,d public
minded man. known as a thoroughly upright
and substantial citizen. He is a member of
the Odd Fellows, while he and his wife belong
to the Presbyterian church. Mr. Stark has
his farm well improved with fine seven-room
residence, barns, windmill. fences and all ac
coutrements necessary for the operation of the
estate. Mrs. Stark owns. in her O\\'n right.
one fourth section of land in addition to the
estate above mentioned.

•••

JAMES E. VEST is descended from the
same family as Senator Vest of Missouri. Their
ancestors came to the colonies before the Re\'o
lution and they have always been stirr.ing Amer
ican people. He was born in Madison county.
Indiana, on April 6. 1838. being the son ;f
James and Phoebe (Corwin) Vest. natives of
Alabama and Ohio, respectively. The father
was one of the old circuit riders, whose labors
accomplished so much on the then frontier
of the United States. He rode in Ohio. illi
nois and Indiana. The mother was a cousin
of Thomas Corwin and was married in Ohio.
Our, subject was one of ten children and re
ceived a good education, beginning his studies
tn the public school house and completing the
same 111 McKendree colieRe. Afterwards. he
engaged in teaching until the Civil Vv'ar broke
out. then on the first call. in 1861. he enlisted
tn Company D, Twenty-second Illinois Volun
teers; and ~as detailed on special service. being
appolllted 111 the adjutant general's office. His
first. action was in service at Belmont, Mis
SOUfI. Then he was at Farmington Stone river
and ,at the surrender of Island No. 10. H~
~~n~111ued in the adjutant general's office until

e atter pan of the Summer of 1864 when he
\~as discharged, his term of service being ex
pired. After the war, he taught school in Illi-

nais arid farmed at Greenville until 1885. In
that year, he came to Sprague and then took a
homestead where he now lives, about four miles

I south from Vvaukon. 1\1r. Vest always takes an
! active part in politics and in 1890, was elected

county assessor. He ran away ahead of his
ticket and at the end of his term was chosen his
own successor.

In Boone county, Illinois, in 1862, Mr. Vest
married Miss Katherine Abbott, a native of
Ohio but raised in Illinois. To this union the
following children have been born; Carrie, \\'ife
of James Helm, a missionary at Fort Simcoe;
Minnie, wife of E. J. Kelly, in Spokane; Ed\yin,
deceased; Martha and Mar.y, twins; and l'labei.
Martha is married to Wilson Monk at Tyler.
Mary is married to Willis \Vood of Spol~ane.

Mr. Vest owns four hundred acres of fine
wheat land all in a high state of cultivation and
well improved. He contemplates adding a
quarter section more. He is a member of the
G. A. R. and he and his wife belong to the
Methodist church. Mr. Vest is one of the
wealthy and popular men of Lincoln county,
having gained this position by virtue of his
wisdom and labors which were always accom
panied by uprightness and integrity.

Mr. Vest came to Lincoln county practically
without means and his entire estate has been
gained by the careful labors and wise manage
ment of himself and wife. Thev are both-estimable people and have many friends.

• ••

W. L. WALKER is the efficient postmaster
at \Vaukon, and he also operates a general store
and a large grain \\·arehouse. He is ,,"ell and
favorably known in the community and has
done very much to fonvard the interests of this
section of the country, especially along educa
tional lines.

\\'. L. \Valker was born in Venanga county,
Pennsylvania, in 1860 the son of Elliot and
Diadima (Crawford) \\Talker, natives of ~e\V

York and Pennsylvania, respectively. The fa
ther was a large stockman and an active partici
pant in politics. He fought in the Civil War
and was bugler in the Army of the Potomac
under General McCellan. The mother was a
descendant of the historic character, Colonel
Crawford, who was burned at the stake by the
Indians in colonial days, having been betrayed
by Simon Gerty. The mother is now !i\'ing in
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South Dakota, having gone there in 1878. The
father died in Forest county, Pennsylvania, in
1870. They were the parents of ten children,
George G., Martha, Gideon, Robert B., Frank,
Clementine, Samuel, W. L., 'Walter B., and
Forest. Our subject's school days were spent
in Forest county, Pennsylvania, and when fif
teen he came west to Chicago. Later, he \vent
to Escanaba, Michigan, thence two years later.,
to Dakota. He took land in that state and about
1886, sold the same. Then he \vent to the Black
Hills and engaged in mining. From there he
journeyed to Helena, Montana, and was occu
pied in the sampling works for a time. It was
1889 when he came to Spokane, arriving in
that city just after the big fire. He immediately
took up paper hanging and painting and con
tinued in that business until July, 1894. On
August 12th of that year, Mr. Walker located
at what is now Waukon, secured a postoffice
and has been the dispenser of the mails since.
He established a general merchandise stor.e anu
soon thereafter, commenced to purchase grain.
He operated the first farmers platform in this
section of the country, and now handles about
seventy-five thousand bushels of wheat annu
ally. In addition to this business he has an
elegant six-room dwelling in \Vaukon and also
a half section of land near by. Mr. \Valker
carries a very complete stock of merchandise
and is a stirring and progressive man.

In 1890, Mr. \\Talker married Miss Louine
Ridgeway, a native of Missouri, in Spokane.
Her parents were natives, respectively, of New
York and Mlssouri. The father fought in the
Civil War. and Mrs. 'Walker is now in posses
sion of a letter he wrote to his mother from the
battle field of Pittsburg Landing. To this
marriage three children have been born, Effie
M., aged twelve, and Hazel D. and Helen J.,
twins, aged ten. Mr. 'Walker is a member of
Masonic lodge and the K. P. He has always
taken a great interest in educational matters,
also has succeeded in establishing a rural fr.ee
de!i\'ery route out from \,vaukon.

•••

OWE:\' J. REDDY is one of the younger
business men of the Big Bend country who have
won abundant success through meritorious ef- .
forts. He is occupied at the present time in
buying grain and handling real estate in Edwall.

In this business he has amassed considerable
property ~d. has shown progre~siveness and
bus.mess ab111ty. He was born !n. Cleveland,
0~1O, on June 7, 1875, the Son .ot Michael and
A1Ice (Gallagher) Reddy, natives of Ireland
and England, respectively, and now deceas d
The parents were married in England and cae.
to the United States many years ago. Orne
subject's early lif~ was sp~nt in Cleveland, Ohi~:
where also he gamed a liberal business educa
tion. \Vhen twenty-two, he came to Spokane
and entered the employ of the Northern Pa
cific railroad and continued with them between
three and four years. After that, he came to
Edwall and engaged in grain buying and the
real estate business, which he has followed
steadily since. Mr. Reddy has a nice five room
residence and considerable other property. Re
garding the Big Bend country, he laconically
remarks. "I would prefer being in the Big Bend
broke, than rich in the east."

In 1900, Mr. Reddy married Miss Lottie
M., daughter of Jacob Lumpp of Edwall, the
wedding occurring in Spokane. Mr. Reddy has
always taken an active interest in political mat
ters as also in local affairs and the general up
building of the country. He is a member of
the Maccabees and a progressive and stirring
man.

•••

B. J. DESPAIN, who dwells adjacent to
Edwall, was born in Cloverdale, Lane county,
Oregon, on July 6, 1862, the son of Joseph and
Elizabeth (Hardesty) Despain, natives of ph
nois. The father came to Oregon in the filtles
and engaged in sheep raising in the We~tern

part of the state. He died many years smce.
The mother is still living at Prosser, Washing
ton. Our subject spent his early life in O:e~on
and there received his educational trammg.
\\Then twelve, his father having died before that
time he went with the family overland to An
zona' and drove cattle all the way. For four
years, he remained there working at variou:
~ccupations then came back \\'ith a band ?t
horses to Dayton, Washington. He Ji\-ed.m

\Vhetstone hollow near Dayton, on a farm tor
four years after. which he mond to Asotm
county and filed on a pre-emption. Sometl tn

.
e

. tl terrl-was spent there then he made a tnp to le h
tory now embraced in Lincoln county. In t e

d '11. he nOWsame year, he took a homestea \\ ere
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-
times and he labored on his father's farm un
til twenty-one, then came to Salmon City,

Idaho, it being 1872. He operated a pack train
for two seasons, then went to Silver City, \rhere
he did packing and teaming until 1875, in \vhich
year he came to \Valla \Valla, \\.Oashington,
and wintered. The spring found him again in
Silver City and he devoted himself to team
ing, packing and so forth until he went to Cor
nucopia, Nevada. There he was occupied in
much the same lines of work and visited vari
ous other camps in the territory. He went
overland to Arizona and did packing there for
two years. From Greenwood in that terri
tory, he came on horseback to \Valla \Valla, it
being a long and dangerous trip across the Ari
zona desert with Redskins to contend with.
From \Valla Walla he explored the country in
every direction and finally after working on a
ranch for two years, he filed on a quarter sec
tion of railroad land near Dayton. He sold
before proving up and came to where EC!\I'all
now stands, taking up a homestead and timber
culture claim. He at once began stock raising,
dairying and general farming and has since
conducted the same together with marked suc
cess. Mr. Lumpp has purchased much land

I since then and now has a very large and finely
i improved estate. In the fall of 1892 his house

burned down and he has erected in its place a
fine modern eight-room residence, one of the
finest in the country.

At Dayton, on April 18, 1880, Mr. Lumpp
married :Miss Addie M., daughter of Joseph and
Elizabeth (Hardesty) Despain, natives of Illi
nois and pioneers to Oregon in very early days.
The father died sel'eral years since but the
mother is still living at Prosser, \Vashington.
Mrs. Lumpp was born and reared in Linn coun
ty, Oregon, and has been on the frontier all
her life. She made one r.emarkable trip when
nine years old, that from Oregon to Arizona. .
with a band of cattle, and returned on horse-
back, crossing the desert and being without
water two nights and one day. She is one of a
family of five children. Mr. and Mrs. Lumpp
have three children; Lottie May, wife of 0, J.
Reddy, a grain buyer at Edwall; William J.,
who died on December, 23, 1891, and Dora Bell,
aged fifteen, attending school.

Mr. Lumpp is a specimen of what man <,:an
do in this western country. Coming here with
out means he has become one of the heavy prop-

•••

!
. To this he has added by purchase
IVes.

until he noW has three hurdrded aTn~ seventy-
fire acres of cho!ce ~hea~ an . e same IS
. high state ot cultIvatIOn and supplIed wIth
m a b 'Id' d I .ct\ plenty of good U1 mgs an ot 1er Im-
~:olleIllents. 1Vlr. Despain has labored faith
. II)' since commg here and although he has
tu I d I . . I I'I d to endure many mr s 11pS m t 1e ear ler
~~ys he has now won a success that places him
a~10ng the wea!thy people of Li~coln county.
His entire holdmgs have been gamed through
his own wisdom and labors.

On January I, I~90, in Lincoln .county, Mr.
Despain married MISS Mattie ServIce.• a natIve
of California. To them four children have
been born, Della aged thirteen; Elmer aged
len' Vernie aged eight; and Bessie three. Mrs.
De;pain's parents came to Washington in 1879.
In addition to fanning, Mr. Despain has raised
a great deal of stock and handles considerable
at the present time. He has traveled a good I

deal and believes the Big Bend country one of
the choicest sections of the entire west. Mr.
Despain has three sisters, Mrs. Jacob Lumpp,
~lrs. Edith Lile, and :'1rs. Dora Justus.

Fraternally, Mr. Despain is affiliated with
the Maccabees.

JACOB LUMPP is one of the oldest set
tlers of the territory now embraced in Lincoln
county. He was here long before the county
Iras organized and since those early days has
labored faithfully and continuously, both for.
the building up of the country and to make him
self a good home. His labors have met with a
desen:ing Success and he is a respected and in
fluentIal man in the community, the owner of
a large amount of property and one whose la
bors have done much to make his country pros
perous and progressive.
Ilr Jacob Lumpp was born in Shelby county,
L IDOlS, on June 25, 1851. His father, Jacob

umpp, was born in Germany and died when
our subject was seven years old. He had come
to the Gn't d 5I e tates when twenty-five years of
t~~ The mother, .Charlotte (Freybnrger)

pp, was also a natIve of Germany and came
to the Un't d 5t .. I e ates when nme years old. She
IS now dece dO' .
of the f . ase. '. ur subject was the third
Iif . aO:llY.ot SIX children and spent his early
th~ In. I1!I~OlS. His education was gained in

PrImItive log cabin school hOllses of the
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erty owners in the county. :Mrs. Lumpp is a
member of the Methodist church. He has al
ways been an active worker in all educational
lines and greatly interested in political mat
ters as a progressive and enterprising citizen.

• • •

JOSEPH B. HALL is well known in Lin
coln county. He resides in Edwall \vhere he
owns a fine eight-room dwelling and much other
property and is owner and operator of one of
the finest blacksmith and machine shops in Lin
coln county. It is fitted up with the best ma
chinery and every com'enience needed in the
business, including power, lathes and so forth.
He is a workman of first class ability and has
gained for himself a Yery large patronage. He
is seen almost constantly in his shop and hand
les and keeps the business for many miles in
every direction.

Joseph B. Hall was born in Grant county,
\Visconsin, on KO\-ember 15, 1857. His father,
Joseph Hall, was a native of Kentucky and a
horse man, and operated a large livery and stage
business for many years. He \\-as a pioneer. in
\Visconsin and also was heavily interested in
the lead mines in that country. The mother of
our subject was Mary A. (\V right) Hall, a na
tive of Connecticut and also a pioneer of 'Vis
consin where she was married. There were
four children in the family. Frank, James B.,
who is our subject, Emma L. Grub, and Anna
B. Seamans. Joseph B. Hall was educated in
the common schools of the Badger State, gain
ing most of his training in the old log school
house. \Vhen seventeen, he entered an appren
ticeship at the blacksmith trade and sen-ed faith
fully for three years, then went to southern Illi
nois and follo\ved the business for three years

•
more. Next, we see him in Leadville, Colo-
rado, where two years wer.e spent making music
on the am·il. After that, he went to various
other places and finally in 1884, came to Spo
kane. He \vas in Couer d' Alene and other
places until August, when he came to where
Edwall is no\\' located and took a homestead.
He filed on this property in 1885, put up a
small shop and \\'ent to blacksmithing 'md
farming combined. He continued until 1894,
when he moved from the homestead into the
town of Edwall and opened a very small shop
and began the business which has increased

steadily until of the fine proportion mention
above. ed

In Lin.coln ~ountY,.in the year 1888, Mr
HalI married MISS AnnIe B. Stafford \"110 •. " \1Ias
born and reared 111 Oregon. Her grandpar. ent,
went to Oregon 111 1848. To Mr. and M
Haii. five children have been born, Harr; ~s.
Stanton]., Beatrice A., Gladys .\1., and Lur~
S.

Mr. Hall has always been interested in poli
tical matters and the general \velfare of the
community, while in educational affairs he
has ever been an enthusiastic laborer for Y~rs.
He is a member of the Maccabees and one of
the leading business men of this part of the
county.

• ••

JOHK J. GILL is the senior partner of the
firm of Gill & Company, the pioneer mercantile
house in Edwall. Owing to the energy and
wisdom of our subject, this firm is becoming
one of the finest in Lincoln county and is now
doing a large and extensive business. The
other member of the firm, C. H. ~1offatt. a ster
ling business man, is mentioned in another por
tion of this work.

John J. GilI was born in Montreal, Canada,
on July 16, 1836, the son of J. J. and Addie
(Mason) Gill, natives of Canada. Our subject
spent the first twelve years of his Ii fe in Mon
tr,eal, then went to Vermont, where he finished
his education. After leaving school, he took
up a farm, conducting the same until 1857- . In
that year, he moved to Houghton county, MIch
igan. being in the copper mining country when
the first mines were opened. For twelve years
Mr. Gill was occupied in teaming in that sec
tion and also took a very active part in pohtlcal
matters. At the breaking out of the war. he
tried to enlist but was refused. It was 1869,
when he journeyed west to where the great City
of Duluth now stands, tbere being only three
houses there then. He follo\vecl carpentenng
for one vear in that place then \\'as employed on

. . . years
the St. Paul and Duluth railroad tor l1Ine. .
In 1878, Mr. Gill came to Todd county. MInne
sota and engaged in farming. For fourtee~

)'ear's he tilled the soil with excellent suc
ces

. it bemg
then came to Davenport, \Vashlllgton. North-
1893. In the same year that the Great;, Mr.
ern railroad crossed the Blg Bend count), ral
Gill came to EdwalI and opened a large gene
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1 d'se store His was the first establish-lerc mn I . . .
n I e and from that time untJ! the present,
ment ler . Th

Ii 11a~ done a large busmess. ey own
the rm "

. b Iiidings and warehouse and car.ry a
theIr l . f I

d well selected stock 0 genera mer-large an . .
h d'se and farming Implements of all kmds.

c a~nl Houghton county, Michigan, M:-. Gill
'ed "fiss Christian McKay, a native ofmarn 1\ . ' .

1\o\"a Scotia. To t~IS umon four chlldr.en have

b born' Henry, m Mmneapohs, Mmnesota:
een, B . . I C I b' .. .r1 in Grand Forks, ntis 1 a um la: lurs.

.~die Moffatt in Edwall; and Margaret Gill
Plough, living in Spokane. Mr. GIll ha.d very
limited capital when he came here but IS now
one of the wealthy men of Lincoln county. He
is a member of the Maccabees and a leading and
influential citizen.

• ••
CHARLES H. MOFFATT is engaged in

business in Edwall under the firm name of Gill
& Company. His partner, Mr. Gill, is men
tioned elsewhere in this work.. They are doing
a first class general merchandisE business and
are well known and progressive people.

Charles H. Moffatt w:::s born in Dodge
county, Wisconsin, on August 18, 1852, the
son of Willard and Atlanta (Williams) Mof
fatt natives of Canada. The father came from
an old and prominent family, dating back to
1492, since which time they have a continuous
record. He was a millwright and farmer and
died in Wisconsin when our subject was four
teen years of age. The mother is also deceased.
Her marriage occurred in Canada. Charles H. I
Moffatt received his early training in the old log
school house, on the frontier in \Visconsin, and
later completed his training in more advanced
schools, He remained in his native place until
mneteen, then went to work in the lumber, I

woods of Wisconsin, following that for four
teen years. From there, he \\'ent to Mitchell
county, Iowa, and farmed for seven yea rs.
;rom his Iowa farm, Mr. Moffatt journe)'ed in
he pralfle schooner to \Vadena county, Min
~e~ota, and again took up the lumber business.

h
IS kept 111m for eight years or until 180n

\I" e h 7~'

I n e came to Davenport. which was then
tdl

d
e end of the \Vashington Central. Here he

I car .Ed 'pentermg for three years then came to
-hlVall and engaged in business with lIfr. Gill.

IV ere the h 'I y ave together operated Sll1ce.
n 1892, at Spokane, \Vashington, 1\1r. Mof-

fatt married Miss Addie Gill, whose father is a
partner. of our subject. On March 17, 1904,
Mrs. Moffatt was called to depart this life. She
was a noble woman and had many warm
friends. Three children survive her, Mina M.,
Maud A., and Laura E., all residing with their
father.

Mr. Moffatt is a member of the A. O. U.
W., the Maccabees, and the M. B. A. Mr. Mof
fatt is fully convinced that Eastern \Vashing
ton is one of the richest portions of the north
west. He and Mr. Gill have been together in
business since coming here and have won the
respect and confidence of the people, being up
right and substantial men.

• ••

JOHN NEWTON KELSO, a native of
\Vest Virginia, was born on September 18,
1863, the son of Joseph A. and Elizabeth (Mil
slagle) Kelso, natives of \Vest Virginia. The
father served in the war of the Rebellion and
has since died. The mother is still living in
\Vest Virginia. They were the parents of nine
children, Sallie, Roberta, Ida, Laura, John N.,
Albertus, deceased, Gilbert, Ed\\'ard, and Olive.

John N. spent his early da-ys in West Vir
ginia where he received his education. When
nineteen years of age, he went from there to
\Voodford county, Illinois and farmed. One
year later, he went to Collins county, Texas,
where he was engaged in farming and riding
the range. For t\\'o years, he worked there then
made a visit back to \Vest Virginia and re
mained one year. It was J 889, when Mr, Kelso
came to Tacoma and \\'orked at the carpenter
trade for three years. During this time, he
spent six months in the Methodist University
and completed his education. \Ve next see him
in North Yakima farming, after which he set
tled about a mile southeast from Reardan and
has since been occupied in raising grain.

On February 16. 1893, Mr. Kelso married
~'Iiss Maggie Stevenson, a native of \Viscon
sin. She has one uncle, T. G. Stevenson, living
in Reardan and her parents are dwelling five
miles south from Tacoma. Mr. and Mrs. Kelso
are parents of four children, Blanche, Gilbert,
Garner, and Flovd C. Mr. Kelso is a member;

•

of the Odd Fellows and his wife belongs to the
Rebekahs. They are both very favorably im
pressed with the Big Bend country and although
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Mr. Kelso has traveled very much, having
crossed the continent five times, he says the
Big Bend is the best country he has ever been in.
He owns a quarter section, which is well im
proved, and also rents four hundred and eighty
acres besides. \Vhat he possesses now is the
result of his labors as he started in life without
any capital whatever. He is a man of good
standing and of substantial qualities.

•••

JOHN W. HUGHES is well known all
through the Big Bend country as one of the
leading business men. He has shown marked
executive ability as well as excellent financiering
since locating here and his efforts have r,esulted
in much good for the advancement and im
provement of his county. At the present time
he is operating a fine butcher shop in Reardan
and also buys grain.

John \V. Hughes was born in Marion coun
ty, Kentucky, on April 27, 186:;, the son of
Timothy C. and Mary (Bagley) Hughes, na
tives of Kentucky. The father was a carpenter
and farmer. Our subject was a nephew of Mil
ton J. Durham, who was at one time governor
of Kentucky: Mr. Hughes has one sister, XI'Irs.
Nannie Leachman, in Louisville, Kentucky.
Very little opportunity to gain an education
was offered our subject but so well did he im
prove his spare moments since, that he is a well
informed man and is a thorough master of
business problems. In 1889, Mr. Hughes came
to Washington, settling in Lincoln county about
five miles west from Rockland. He took a
homestead and bought a quarter section and im
mediately engaged in raising grain. During
the first winter, he well remembers the trying
experiences and self denials which were his lot
as his means were very limited. His energy and
good judgment soon placed him on the road to
wealth and after having his farm well subdued
he directed his attention to buying wheat. He
bought during 1896-97 at Rockland, having
put up a warehouse, and hiring his own tele
graph operator. In 1896, he built a store and
then paid the telephone company two hundred
dollars to build a line to Rockland. A post
office was established and one year later, he sold
out. Mr. Hughes went to Harrington and
there organized the Harrington Mill Company
and bought grain for a year. After that, he

bui!t an .elevator at ~ea~dan then sold out an
aSSIsted m the orgamzatlOn of the Reard d
change bank of which he was director aLn ex·
h ld h · . ' ater
e so t IS property and m Januar" I

opened the meat market mentioned abo'v~ ~4,
first pa:rtner in t~is business was L. M. 'Pu I~s
In a~dlt1on t<:> tl1l5 property. Mr. Hughes ha~ ~
half I~terest m a .large gram buying establish.
ment 111 KennewIck, Pasco and other places.
He has four hundred and fifty acres .of land in
~incoln county, some fine residence property
111 Davenport, forty acres of irrigated land at
Kennewick, thirteen acres of fine wheat land in
Yakima valley, and a fine nine room residence
in. Reardari, besides much other property. .-ill
tl1l5 Mr. Hughes has accumulated in the few
years that he has been in the Big Bend country
and ever has shO\vn sound practical business
ability.

At Lebanon, Kentucky, in 1888,Mr.HuO'hes
married Miss Amelia Adams, a native ol'the
Blue Grass State and to them four children have
been born, Albert, Carrie, Lizzie, Eeatrice. :llr.
Hughes is a member of the 1. O. O. F., and the
W. W., while his wife belongs to the circle.
While Mr. Hughes has been prosecuting with
ceaseless energy his own business affairs, he has
not failed to take a keen and active interest in
the welfare of the communities where he has
resided and is ever known as a very ardent sup
porter of the best educational facilities possible.
He is a public spirited man and has the confi
dence and esteem of his fellows.

•••

EUGENE C. HAMLEY, M. D., The
town of Sprague is to be congratulated upon
securing the subject of this article as a perma
nent resident, and no compilation, purp~rtmg

to give mention to the leading men. ot this
county would be complete without hIS name
and an epitome, at least, of his career. Dr,
Hamley is a talented and up-to-date mand:J~
every respect and is abreast with the rapl Y

advancing science of medicine, being masteJ
of his profession. His extensive research an
exhaustive study in the various depart~ents;
coupled with a natural abilitv of the hlghdes

. -h' al lea erorder, have combmed to place 1m are bl s
in the science fitted for the intricate pro ern
attendant on the practice of medicine. k ta

Eug-ene C. Hamley was born in !\1aquO e ,



cuaJ£ c. tw4..(Y.
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Iowa on September 12, 1879, the son of Na-

h 'e'l A and Hannah (Arnold) Hamley, nat am .,
t', s of England and Washington, D. c., re
nell' . I . eelectively and now dwe mg m owa, retlr ,
:t expect soon to come to \Vashington to live.
After completing a fine hIgh school educatIOn,
Eugene spent three year~ 111 th~ study and
practice of . pharmacy, bemg regIstered as a
pharmaCIst m Iowa. Then cam~ two years of
studv in the College of PhysIcIans and Sur
geo;s in Chicago, after. \yhich he spent the
same length of time in the famous Rush Medi
ca! College in Chicago.. His graduation was
in the class of 1902, haying been selected out
of a class of t\yO hundred and fourteen to a
fellO\Yship in that college, o\ying to his special
attainments in the departments of gynecology
and obstetrics. He also received the marked
distinction of being appointed to the faculty of
the institution. being also allowed the privilege
of practicing on the outside. He continued
in this for one year, and then determined to
come \yest, and accordingly selected Sprague
as the point of his labors and located here in
1903. In order to do this. Dr. Hamley gaye
up a life appointment and remuneration in Rush
Medical College. "'hich is in itself a distinction
and position "'ell worthy to be sought after by
a lifelong study. However, he preferred to
step into a field \yhere he could \yin other
laurels and could use his skill and acquirements
for the benefit of the suffering. The doctor
has fitted up a suite of offices, which are equal
to any in the state and has them supplied with
a magnificent library, and all the applicances
known to modern surgery and a general prac
tIce of :nedicine. He is being received by the
people 111 a becoming manner and already his
offices are thronged with those seekino- relief
at his hands. b

In Iowa. on August I, 1899. Dr. Hamley
rnarned Miss Getta May Craue. the daughter
of Ransford and Getta (Clark) Crane. natives
~foJa~ksoncounty. Io.wa, where they now live.
bo tlus unIOn. one chl1d, Myrtle ?vlay. has been
o~ The doctor is a member of the 1. O.

k
· . and the K. P. He also belono-s to Spo-

'ane C . b., . . ounty. State and Amencan MedIcal As-
.0clatIons D HI' I' I .f . r. am ey IS mec lca exammer
aO~ ~e:'en of the old line insurance companies.
n . \7 of the leading fraternal beneficiary so-

CietIes 111 S . .
den prague. He owns a beautIful reSl-

ce on Fo th .ur street, surrounded WIth pleas-
26

ant and attractive grounds, and the home i~

the center of refined hospitality where Mrs.
Hamley, as a gracious and cultured hostess,
presides with charming graces. The doctor
a~d his wife are already the center of a large
CIrcle of admiring friends and his advent to
the Evergreen State vvas a matter of great gain
to us.

•••

JACOB HIGHBARGER. a retired farmer,
living in Reardan, was born in Penns\'lvania on
M:ay 31, 1836. His father, John Highbarger
was a native of \Vestmoreland countv in that-state and followed farming there until his
death in 1870. The mother, Elizabeth (Kee
fer) Highbarger, \yas born in Pennsylvania
and died when our subject \yas eleven years of
age. Jacob gained his early education in the
public schools of Pennsylvania then served an
apprenticeship of three years in a blacksmith
shop. After that. he went to l\'Iissouri and la
bored at various occupations and in 1861, came
across the plains to \Valla \Valla. The follow
ing season, he was in the Salmon river mining
country and then journeyed to the Grande
Ronde valley in Oregon. For three years, he
was occupied in freighting in that section, then
crossed the mountains to Tillam06k county in
the same state. There he did farming and oys
ter fishing. It was 1870, that ~1r. Highbarger
landed on Puget Sound and settled in what is
now Skagit county. He took a pre-emption
and farmed for thr,ee years. He sold out and
finally, in 188o, came and located about six
miles north\\"est from the present to\\"11 of Rear
dan. He took land there and farmed continu
ously until 1902. when he decided to retire from
active business life. He accordingly secured a
fine residence in Reardan where he now resides.
While in Skagit county, 1\1r. Highbarger mar
ried Mrs. Jennie Goodale, a native of Mon
tana. and four children were born to them,
Maggie. deceased: Amos and Perry in Spokane
countv: and an infant deceased.

In" 1898. Mr. Highbarger married a sec
ond time. Mrs. Caledonia Douglas, a native of
Georgia, becoming his wife at that time. She
came to \Vashington in 1879, and lived near
Mr. Highbarger. They now own one half sec
tion of well improved wheat land, the same be
ing one of the choicest farms in this section.
Mr. Highbarger has always been interested in
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politics, but has never pressed for personal pre
ferment. In educational matters, he has been es
pecially active, ahvays laboring for the best
school facilities. He is \'ery enthusiastic in his
praise of the Big B~nd country and belie\'es it
to be one of the finest sections in the state of
\Vashington.

Mrs. Highbarger is the daughter of Thomas
and Margaret (Anderson) Cupp, natives of
Georgia. The father died in Polk county, Mis
souri, on May 24, 1879, and the mother died
in Spokane county, \Vashington, on April IS,
1889. Mrs. Highbarger has three children by
her. first marriage; Mrs. Ida :tiL l'\U11l1, born in
1874; Albert, born in 1876; and Roy, born in
1881. The two eldest were born in Kansas,
and the younger in Spokane county, where all
now reside.

Mr. and Mrs. Highbarger enjoy an ex
tended acquaintance and are the centre of a
large circle of admiring friends.

• ••

WILLIAM.L. HERMA.K is a respected
citizen of Lincoln county residing about three'
miles northwest from Edwall. He owns a half
section of land which is devoted to wheat rais
ing and is supplied with comfortable buildings
and other improvements. He is a man of ex
cellent standing and sound principles and \vas
born in Ste\'ens county, Illinois, on September
25, 1851. His father, John S. Herman, was
born in Pennsyh'ania and came to Stevens
county, Illinois, and finally in the fall of 1869,
came by wagon to California, whence he jour
neyed to \Valla \Valla where he is now resid
ing. His wife, Anna M. (Lantzer) Herman,
was also a native of Pennsyh'ania and is now
living in \Valla \Valla. Our subject was edu
cated in the common schools of Illinois and has
studied since in the various places where he has
resided in the west. He came with his parents
on their early trip across the plains and labored
w,ith his father, who was in the coal business.
Later. he was employed in sawmilling in the
\Villamette valley. From that place, he jour
neyed to \Valla \Valla and took land where he
remained until 1880 in which year he located on
his present place.

The marriage of Mr. Herman and Miss
Rebecca Fletcher, a native of Brown county,
Minnesota, occurred in \Valla Walla county on

Christmas, 1878. To them have been bo
children, five of whom are living nanled r

n
f
ten

, as 01.
lows: Jane, Thomas W., David. Ethel
l\1aggie. ' , and

l\1r. and MFS. Herman are members of th
Lutheran church and are substantial Pieeop e,

• ••

JOSE:E~H HOWARD KING has for twen
ty consecutive years shot the anvil on the Fou tl
of J ~Iy i~ the Big Bend country, thus dem~n~
strat1l1g hIm one of the pIOneers of this countr'
He is a man of ent~rprise and ability, has do~~
well hIS part to bmld up the Big Bend and is
no\v living a .retired. life in ~eardan,'having
well earned thIS pnvllege by 1115 long years of
faithful labor.

Joseph H. King was born in Boston Lin
colnshire, England, on December 26, 184~, His
parents, John and Elizabeth (Foster) King,
were natIves also of England, where they re
mained until their death. The father was a sol·
dier and a worthy man. They had five chil
dren, four boys and one girl. Our subject was
the second one of the family and received a
good education during his younger days, then
was apprenticed to learn the blacksmith trade
in which capacity he ser,ved for seven years,
learning every detail of the business. In 1883
he left his native land and came to the United
States, not stopping until he arrived in Spo
kane. He came out to what is 1...710Wn as White
Bluff Prairie and established a shop at Deep
Creek, whence, later he came to Mondovi, Here
he was appointed postmaster, operated a black
smith shop and conducted a hotel for three
years. Then he moved into Reardan and took
up a homestead just one half mile east of
\vhere the town stands. He built a blacksmith
shop and conducted the same until 1901, when
he sold out and r:etire? to his f~rm., h

In 1871 Mr. Kmg marned MISS Sara
Adams, a native of Derbyshire, England, ~n~
the daughter of Henry and Mary (Onills
Adams, who are deceased. To this union twe ve
children' were born, Ada F., Walter Roo Rose.
Garbutt, Bernard, Fr.edW., ,d~eased, EIITr~
Harry Milo Florence M. WIlham, and A

" , fhvery
P. deceased. Mr. King was ?ne a t euntry
first blacksmiths to enter the BIg Bend ~ gh
and remain and he is well known all t r~u0
Lincoln co~nty. He is a member of the ' .
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a F., and a man of ~ce.lIent standing i.n the
c;mmunity. He and his wife are comll!umcants
of the Episcopal church and are highly re-

spec:ed people. • • •

WILLIAM H. CHILDS is one of the best
known men in the .eastern part of Lincol~ coun
tv and he is as highly es~eemed as. he 1~ well
knOlrn and has hosts of fnends. HIS resld~nce

is about four miles north from Reardan, wher,e
he owns eight hundred acres of the choicest
wheat land and from which in addition to sup
porting his large numbers of stock, he sold last
year over ten thousand bushels of first class
\I'heat and oats. Mr. Childs has made his es
tate not only one of the valuable producers but
one of the best places in the county by wisely
laving out and improving it with everything
tl;at could be needed on a first class grain and
stock farm. His barns, windmill, fences, cor
ralls, outbuildings and other conveniences are
well arranged and built and his modem seven
room residence is one of the best in the neigh
borhood. In addition to superintending this
property, Mr. Childs has bought grain for a
good many years in Reardan and is well known
all over the country.

William H. Childs was born at Saratoga
Springs, New York, on June 17, 1856. His
parents were Edward and Henrietta (Munn)
Childs, natives of New York and Rhode Island,
respectively. They were married in 1\ew York
city and there lived until I90I, in which year
the mother. came to her son, the brother of our
subject. The father was descended from the
old Childs family of Connecticut, among the
first colonists to arrive in America, early in the
seventeenth century. The first members of the
family which we have record of were two
br?thers born in Carmarthen, Wales. They
migrated to America and bought the township
?f Stockbridge, Connecticut and were prom
Inent people. One brother died without issue
~nd the oth~r is consequently, the progenitor
C~~lhe Amencan branch of the family. H. W.

I ds, a member of the family was a colonel
~~der General Washington in the Revolution.
era~ fathc: of our subject was engaged in gen-

farmmg at Saratoga Springs and hard-
Ware h ". 'd' .merc andlsmg m New York city. He
f~~'110 ~856. There are five children in the

I y, dward, Helen L., deceased, Pauline,

Hattie, and the subject of this article. William
H. received his education in N ew .york and
when fifteen came to Lawrence, Kansas, and
for twelve years thereafter was riding the range
in Kansas, Wyoming, Nebraska, Oregon and
Washington. Then on November 10, 188I, he
married Kate Hamilton, a native of Oskaloosa,
Kansas, and quit the range. Her father, Sam
uel H., was born in Pennsylvania and moved to
Ohio, then to Kansas where he joined the Fifth
Kansas Cavalry at the beginning of the war.
He was discharged in I863, on account of dis
ability and later came across the plains to Lin
coln county, where he died in IgOr. Mr. and
Mrs. Childs are the parents of five children,
John, Kate, William, Emila and Nina. Mr.
Childs took a pre-emption on Crescent Prairie
in 1880 and since that time has constantly given
his attention to farming and he has certainly
made a magnificent success of his labors in this
country. He has raised some excellent shire
horses, having taken the first premium at the
Lincoln county fair. Some of the colts he has
sold as high as five hundred dollars each.

Mr. Childs is a menlber of the W. W. and
his wife of the Women of the Woodcraft. They
are highly respected, have an untarnished repu
tation, and have shown marked uprightness and
industry as well as wisdom in their labors.

•••

GEORGE M. SPARKS, who lives five
miles southwest from Reardan, is one of the
successful farmers of Lincoln county. He C1me
here with very little capital and has now gained
a good holding in real estate. besides personal
property. He was born in Adrian county, Mis
souri, on March 23, 1871, being the son of
George W. and Susan (Tubbs) Sparks, natives
of Canada and Missouri, respectively, and now
dwelling at Reardan. For about forty-three
years, the father was a farmer and miller ~nd

came west to this country in Ig03. Our subject
has three brothers and two sisters living and
four sisters and one brother deceased.

George M. received his education in the pub
lic schools of Missouri and spent his youthful
days on the farm. In I88g, he left Missouri
for Spokane, being then eighteen yeaTS of age.
For a while he was a teamster in that city, then
came on to Reardan and worked on a ranch for
one year then began farming for himself until
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1897, when he sold out and took an interesting
overland journey to California. He drove the
entire distance with teams and visited various
portions of the state especially the Sacramento
valley. He finally returned to Reardan and
opened a livery business in that town. He con
tinued the same for one year then purchased
land where he now resides. Since then, he has
devoted himself continuously to general farm
ing and has won excellent success in this enter-

•pnse.
On February 7, 1897, Mr. Sparks married

Miss Kate Surber of Lincoln countv. Her fa--
ther, John S., resides at Reardan. To this
union, two children have been born, Dorothy,
aged five, and Annie M., aged one. Mr. and
Mrs. Sparks are enterprising and substantial
people and are worthy of the success and es
teen, which they are now enjoying.

•••

GEORGE W. RAKE lives five miles north
from Reardan on an estate of one fourth section
which. has been so improved that it is one of the
finest places in the section. He has a nice, large
brick house, outbuildings, and other improve
ments which help to beautify his home place.
Mr. Rake is a first class financier and has gained
a good holding in property through his labors
in this county. He was born in Hancock coun
ty, Illinois, on December 29, 1855. His fa
ther, John G. Rake was a native of New Jersey
and a pioneer of Hancock county, Illinois. Later
he moved to Sullivan county, Missouri, being a
pioneer there also. In 1903, he came to Wash
ington and is now living at Reardan, being sev
enty-six years of age. The mother, Minerva
(Wallace) Rake, is a native of Illinois and is
now living with her husband, retired in Rear
dan. Our subject has one sister, Alice, and one
bwther, John A.

George W. received his education in Mis
souri in the district schools and when twenty
one years of age, went to work on the farm. In
1884. he moved from Missouri to \iVashington,
locating first in Spokane county. Four years
later, he bought the place where he now lives
which is principally devoted to grain raising.

In Missouri, on May 19, 1878, Mr. Rake
married Miss Minerva Smith a native of that,
state. She was born in Schuyler county, Illi
nois, in 1862, the daughter of J. P. and Valeria

(Herbert) Smith, natives of Indiana. To Mr
and Mrs. Rake three children have been ~ .
Mrs. Ivy Tramm, living near Reardan. Mrn,
Amy Rapp of Spokane, and Guy at hom~ • rs,

M:. Rake is a member of the 1. O. 0 F
and Ius wife of the Rebekahs. He is a . d'

b . I .. d h d goosu stantla cItizen an as one his share t .
h Ol~

prove t e county.

•••

HENRY MAHRT was born in Ozaukee
county, Wisconsin, on January 10, 1868. His
parents, John and Margaret (Jaeger) :Mahrt.
were natives of Germany and are mentioned
elsewhere in this volume. At the earlv age of
seven, our subject was called to take up the re
sponsibilities of life and everything he has
gained has been through his own labors since.
He secured a good common school education
and then labored in various places until eight
een. At that age, it being 1886, he came to
what is now the town of Reardan and after in
vestigating, bought a quarter section of railroad
land. This he traded for the relinquishment to
a homestead right and afterwards bought a
half section more which today forms his estate,
about a mile north from Reardan. He has an
elegant eight room house, commodious barn,
windmill, the land all fenced and under culti
vation, a good orchard. and other improve
ments. Since settling here, Mr. Mahrt has
given his undivided attention to the improve
mentand cultivation of his estate and he has
been exceptionally well p'rospered. He is one
of the stable and enterprising men of the com
munity.

At Spokane, in April, 1892. Mr. Mahrt
married Miss Annie, daughter of John and
Mary S. McCrea, natives of Scotland. The
mother died when Mrs. Mahrt was four years
old and the father came to Lincoln county In

1887 and is still living here. Mrs. Mahrt \"as
born in Aberdeen. Scotland, and came to ~le
United States in 1887. To Mr. and Mrs. Ma rl
six children have been born, Henrietta, Edw~
A.. Elsie, James, Henry Woo deceas of
and Roy. Mr. Mahrt is a member
the W. W., while his wife belongs t~~
the circle. He has always taken . i
. . \. . h b a good Cit-Interest III po ItlCS t at ecomes . B nd
zen and has held various offices. The Big eg
country with its boundless resources has stron -
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led to Mr. Mahrt and after carefully

ly aPdPeer~nlY and investigating thoroughly, he
consl " . I .. . I
h ne to the concluSIOn t lat It IS one ot t leas Cal
Ii t places in the country to make a home.
\~~~n he landed here, he had ~)Ut very little
ca ital but his industry and thnft have gIven
hi~l a good holdmg and he has done a great
deal to build up and develop the country.

•••
HE:JRY C. TRAMM is one of the pio

neers of Lincoln county, although still a young
man, He now resides about two and one half
miles east from Reardan, where he owns one
half section of land. The farm is nearly all
laid under tribute to the production of the cer
eals and is well improved and in a high state of
cultivation,

Henry C. Tramm was born near. Milwaukee
on October 19, 1871, being the son of Peter and
Mary (Jenson) Tramm, who are mentioned
elsewhere in this volume. Our subject received
his education in \Visconsin and Vv'ashington
and labored on the farm with his father and also
in handling a threshing machine until he be
came of age. The family came to what is now
Lincoln county in June, 1881. The father took
a homestead and our subject later bought the
half section wher,e he now lives. He has been
here steadily since with the exception of one
trip, taken to the east in 1897.

On October 27, 1897, Mr. Tramm married
Miss Iva Rake, a native of Missouri. Her fa·
ther, Georg~ Rake, was born on December 29.
18j9, 111 Ilhnois. He moved to Missouri and
later came to what is now Lincoln county and
settled five miles north from Reardan where
he has steadily resided. Mrs. Tramm is 'the old
est of three children, the others being, Guy, at
~~~e, and Mrs. V. A. Rapp, living in Spokane.

. Tramm has one brother, Peter and two SIS
~erhs, Mrs. T. G. Stevenson and Mrs. William
,c ultz.

Rbe
Mr. Tramm belongs to the Odd Fellows the

e kahs a d tl U· 'N[ ,n le 11Ique Encampment. To
. r. and Mrs T I .] ' ramm one c lJld was born on
une 6, 1889, Merel E. '

• ••

of yWIlLLIAM HENRY CAPPS is a native
00 county C l'f . .One 'I ' a J orma. He now reSIdes

hun~~J north .from Reardan. on a farm of one
and eIghty-five acres, which has been

his home place for nearly twenty years. The
farm is devoted to grain raising and pasture and
he handles considerable stock together with his
other work. He has come to be one of the in
fiuential and respected citizens of this country,
with the distinction of having assisted with the
worthy band of pioneers to open up this fertile
regIOn.

\Villiam H. Capps was born on May 6,
r858. His parents, J. S. and Elizabeth (Mor
ris) Capps, were pioneers to Lincoln county and
are mentioned elsewhere in this volume. The
earlier days of Mr. Capps' life \vere spent in
California and he remained with his father until
twenty-one, then \vorked out at various occupa
tions in the northern part of his native state
until 1882, when he went to Nevada, taking up
the stock business. From there, he came to
Lincoln county, \Vashington, taking a home
stead where he now resides. He has added
more by purchase since and has improved the
farm until it is one of the valuable and desirable
ones of the county.

In 1890, in Reardan, Mr. Capps married
Miss Mary, daughter of J. Q. and Kancy
(Kidd) Reynolds, natives of North Carolina.
The father came to l\iissouri in early day and
from there in 1888, journeyed with his family
to Lincoln county. He was a veteran of the
Civil \Var. Mrs. Reynolds died several years
since. Mrs. Capps was born in Missouri. Mr.
Capps came to this country with very little
means and has gained his present holding by
his industry since. With excellent practical
judgment, he has decided that the Big Bend
country is one of the best sections to be found
in the west and he has become one of the sub-,
stantial and respected men in his precinct. He
is a member of the I. O. O. F. and past grand.

•••

PETER W.-\LSH. Before Lincoln county
\vas orO'anized the O'entleman of whom we now

b 'b .

have the pleasure to speak, had made his home
in the territorv now embraced within its pre
cincts. He to~k a homestead about two miles
northeast from Reardan and devoted himself t(/

farming. Realizing the great future of this
country he continued to hold his land although
he took numerous journeys to other sections.
In 1888 he "'ent to Summit county, Colorado,
and engaged in mining and sawmilling.. For:
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several years, he followed this industry but fin
ally in 1893, came back to the bId homestead,
which he considers one of the choice places of
the county. Mr. 'NaIsh has given his attention
to farming since returning here and is now one.
of the prosperous and well-to-do men, highly
respected and of excellent standing in the com
munity.

Peter \Valsh was born in Depere, \Viscon
sin, in June, 1853, being the son of James and
Ella (Dollard) Walsh, natives of Ireland and
now deceased. The father followed gar,dening
in \Visconsin until his death. Our subject re
ceived his education in his native state and then
was apprenticed to learn the wagonmaker's
trade. He followed this until he was twenty
four years of age then journeyed west to Chey
enne, Wyoming, and there wrought at his trade
until 1882, the year in which he settled on his
present homestead. Mr. \Valsh is one of a fam
ily of four; Michael, living in California; Peter"
the subject of this sketch; Patrick, living at
Green Bay, \Visconsin; and Mrs. Mary 1\'1c
Donald, living in \Visconsin. In addition to
the farm, Mr. \Valsh owns a residence and other
property in Reardan. He has never seen fit to
try the uncertainties of the matrimonial sea but
is contented "'ith the quieter joys of the celi
batarian.

•••

JOHN MAHRT resides about two miles
southwest from Reardan where he has a farm
of seven hundred and ninety acres. In addi
tion to this, he has two hundred acres of timber
land in the eounty. He is a well known agri
culturist and a substantial and progressive man
and recognized as one of the worthy property
owners of Lincoln county.

John Mahrt \Va~' born in :Wisconsin, on
February 25, 1837, being the son of John and
Margaret (Jaeger) J\fahrt. hatives of Germany
and who are mentioned elsewhere in this vol
ume. Our subj ect received his education in the
public schools of Wisconsin and after leaving
school at the age of seventeen. worked with his

father on a farm until they came to Lincoln; I

county in 1880. He took a homestead and en
gaged in grain and stock raising for himself and
since that time he has acquired land until he has
the estate mentioned above. In addition to
other fine imprO\·ements. as barns. windmill,
orchard and so forth, 1\1r. Mahrt has an ele-

gant nin~ room residence of modern architec_
tural deSIgn w.hlch IS one of the choice rural
abodes of the county.

In June, 1881, Mr. Mahrt married 11'-
J I, K f 'f 1>S

U la oop mann, a native 0 \Vashingto~ T
them, two children were born, Charles 'a ~
Anna. Mrs. Mahr~ died in 1890. In 1891 II~
Mahrt celebrated hIS second marria<Te DIre b
Doering, a native of Germany, be~dming ~lis
WIfe at that time. To them, one child has been
born, Otto. Mr. ~ahrt has always recognized
the resources of thls country and believes today
that it stands second to none in the northwesi
In his labors, he has done much to improve th;
country and to stimulate others in the same
good work. ,. ..

FRED MAHRT is one of the wealthy
agriculturists of Lincoln county. His hom~

place, which is a fine estate, lies four miles south
\\'est from Reardan and bears the marks of be
ing handled with skill, thrift. and wisdom,

Fred ~\'fahl"t was born in Wisconsin, on May
20, 1860, being the son of John and Margaret
(Jaeger) Mahrt, natives of Germany. They
came to the United States when young and set
tled in \V,isconsin. where they were married.
To them, eight children have been. born, three
boys and five girls. The parents are both de
ceased, Our subject ,vas the third child and re
ceived his education from the public schools of
\Visconsin, \Vhen fourteen years of age. he
quit the school room for the farm and labored
three years in \Visconsin, Then he journeyed
to Sabula, Iowa. where he farmed for three
years. It was 1880, when he arrived in ,yhat
is now Lincoln county and for one year was em
ployed on the N ort!lern Pacific railroad then·
took up a timber culture claim and a homestead
later. Very few settlers were in this section
when Mr. Mahrt located and he is well ac
quainted with the life of the pioneer, its hard
ships and labors. He has g.i\'en his attention
to grain and stock raising since coming here;
has achieved a most excellent success. .In I r
he went to \Nisconsin and there l11amed 1'ISS

I 'gt counEmma Steffen of Newburg. \Vas l1n on
ty. To them eight childr~n ha\'e been bo~.
Annie and Margaret twins' William. Augu", , , f nt un'
George, Florence. Alice. and an lIl.

a tate
named. Mr. Mahrt has impro\'ed h~ esdSO
with first class buildings, fences, orchar an
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.. ..

f rth About one hundred acres are devoted
o .ture and the balance is all first class grain

to pas . h B' B d . h1 d He started m t e .Ig en country WIt
~n . little capital and he has been rewarded for

very . d h I hid'I' thriit and mdustry an as a arge a mg
:;\he present time. In addition t? the other
. dustries mentioned, Mr. Mahrt IS handlmg
~n fifty cow dairy, probably the largest in the

county.

OTTO WOLLWEBER, who resides about
eight miles north from Reardan, is one of the
progressive and ~ell known men of ce~tral

Washington, and IS a man of broad e.'''penence
in various lines. He has been :l close student all
his life and is now, in addition to handling his
estate, carrying on various lines of enterprise.
For eight years and more he has kept a correct
weather report and for four years has been a
regular government reporter of the weather
bureau. He is also a regular appointed crop
reporter and in addition to this, is deeply in
terested in searching out early historical rec
ords.

Otto Wollweber was born in \Veimar, Ger
many, in September, 1858, being the son of
Franz and Caroline \Vollweber. The father
was born in the some place as our subj ect and
is still living in Germany. During his life, he
gave his attention to the business of brewing
and farming. The Wollwebers came from a
very old and prominent family traced back to
about 1300. The mother of our subject died
sometime since. Otto was kept in school until
fourteen years of age at which time he was ap
prenticed to learn the locksmith trade. In two
years, he became very proficient in this, then
followed the same for two years more in Liep
SIC and afterward in Bavaria where he was also
occupied in the manufacture of scientific instru
ments. After this, we find him in Vienna stead~

Ily pursuing his trade but on account of failing
eyesight he was forced to give it up and repair
~ the mountains for leisure and recuperation.
t e crossed the Alps, visited Italy and returned
o south Germany through Tyrol. After his
racatIon, he started in Bavaria again working
On s 'fi'. ClentI c IIlstruments. About that time he
\I as consc . t lb". h np e( ut on account of faIlmg eye-
slg twas r h ed
I

· . (ISC arg . After this he was ap-lOmted . ,
at Pos agncultural inspector on a large estate

en, Germany, and four years later, came

to Muscatine, Iowa. Afterward, for a time he
was occupied on a farm in Illinois, then came
to Montana where he labored both on a farm
and in the mines. After this, a year was spent
in the Butte smelter and in 1885, he came on to
Lincoln county and homesteaded a quarter sec
tion where he now resides. Except one year
and in addition to doing general farming has
experimented largely in various grasses and
also iil sugar beets, finding which is adapted to
this climate. He raised sugar beets here in
1886, being the first produced in the territory.

On October 22, 1889, Mr. \Vollweber mar
ried Miss Agnes Galland, a native of Michigan,
and to them three children have been born,
Gottfried, Henry and Matilda. Mr. and :Mrs.
\Vollweber belong to the Lutheran church and
are highly respected people.

•••

HENRY HARDER, who was born in Hol
stein, Germany, on March 23, 1841, is now re
siding two miles east from Reardan on a fine
estate of four hundred acres, which his labors
have made a model farm, well improved and
productive of gratifying dividends. He is a
man of worth and stabilitv and has the distinc-

J

tion of being one of the earliest pioneers of the
territory that is now embraced in Lincoln coun
ty. His parents, Hans Henry and Meta H.,
were natives of Germany, where they remained
until their death. The father was a stone cut
ter by trade. Our, subject was educated in the
schools of his native land and remained at home
until about twenty-three, variously employed,
then went to Hamburg. When twenty-four
years of age, it being the spring of 1866, he
came to N ew York and journeyed thence to
Chatsworth, Illinois. He was occupied in a
sugar beet factory for a time and then went to
St. Louis. Afterward, we find him again in
Illinois, this time at Bellville in a coal mine. He
left there and came via St. Louis and the Nicar
agua route to California. In the spring of
1868, we find him farming in the San Joaquin
valley where four years were spent. In 1872
he journeyed to Germany by way of Panama
and New York, making there a visit of three
months. He again went to California and for
five years was in the San Joaquin valley. In
1878, in the fall, he took a homestead in what
is now Lincoln county and the same farm is a
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part of his present estate. Since then, Mr.
Harder has given his entire attention to dairy
ing and general farming and has won excellent
success in his labors.

In New York state, on August I, 1872, 1\1r.
Harder married Miss vVilhelmil1a Hard, a na
tive of Germanv. To them the following chil-

o

dren have been born, :Meta, Annie, Clara, Rosa,.
Henry, Hulda, Emma, Adolph and Carl. Mr.
and Mrs. Harder belong to the Lutheran church
and ha\'e hosts of friends in this section.

•••

CHARLES L. FISH, who resides at
the corner of Fourth and C streets in
Sprague, where he has a nice six-room
cottage, is one of the pioneers of Lin
coln county and has shown his ability
by the success he has won here in finan
cial matters. He came to the country in 1880,
with no means, went to work for the Northern
Pacific in construction and t,,'o vears thereafter

~

took the place which was later his headquarters
for his farm operations, ten miles northwest
from Sprague, 'which he sold in 1897. He pur
chased a farm three miles ,,'est of Sprague, and
has improved it in becoming shape. It now
consists of one thousand acres, having been
increased by purchase. In addition to this
amount, Mr. Fish farms two sections of school
land and is one of the heavy wheat producers
of this state. While the start in early days
was hard and there were many things to labor
against, still Mr. Fish persevered and has now
a large holding to show for his labor as well
as a first-class standing in the community.

Charles L. Fish was born in Eaton county,
Michigan, on August 12. 1860. the son of John
and Caroline (Lavaherty) Fish, natives of
Michigan. The father died in 1881, at Dimon
dale in his native state, and the mother died in
Lincoln county, this state. in 1885. Our sub
j ect studied in the public schools until eleven,
then went to work out, being occupied on the
construction of railroads for some time. \Vhen
seventeen. he went to California and worked
on a ranch there for three vears. Then came

,

the journey O\'erland bv teams to Lincoln
o

county, and since then he has been engaged
as related abm'e. However. during the years
he has been here. he has done considerable work

in buying wheat, and is now one of the I
operators in that line. arge

On Christmas day, 1884, Mr. Fi"h mar' d'
Miss Hattie M. Smith, the wedding occur;Ie
at Sprague. She is the daughter of Jacob1~
and Mary (Gra.ham) Smith.. The mother died
many years s1I1ce. The father resides '
Sprague and is one of the prominent a~~
wealthy ~11en of the section. He is greatly in
terested 111 Grand Arn~y matters, having been
a veteran of the Rebelhon, as well as a pioneer
of this state.

To Mr. and :Mrs. Fish seven children have
been born, named as follows: Minnie, the first
white child born on Little creek, and now car
ing for her father's business when he is absent
or called a\vay; John J., deceased; Julia E.,
Luella, Emma A., Carrie H., Charles, Jr. Mr.
Bish is a member of the 1.0. O. F. and the
W. W. His wife belongs to the Eastern Star,
the vVomen of Woodcraft, and the Rebekahs.
The daughter, Minnie, also belongs to the last
named order. Mrs. Fish also is a member of
the Lutheran church. They are highly re
spected people and have many friends. Mr.
Fish is one of the old pioneers who stayed with
the countrv until he received the fruits of his

~

labors.
•••

AAROX MILLER lives eight miles north
west from Sprague, on Crab Creek. His home
is a seven-room house of modern architectural
design, elegantly furnished and beautifully.sit
uated in a very choice valley. It is supplied
with pure spring water and surrounded with
barns, outbuildings, and other improvements.
The estate consists of eight hundred acres of
grain land and his wife has two hundred and
forty acres in her own name. The whole farm

• • •

is very skillfuily handled and Mr. MIller IS
to be congratulated as one of the most progres
sive and energetic farmers in this portion of
Washington. He has accumulated all thIS
property since the panic of 1893, which shows
remarkable abilitv. He is a genial, whole
souled man wh~ has won and retained the, .
friendship of all who know him. His entIre
career shows his uprightness and progresslOn

and he is a typical American farmer.
Aaron Miller was born in Branch county,

Michigan, on November 14, 1846. the so~ of
J ames and Polly (Heimbaugh) Miller, natlves
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P sylvania. The father died in 1889 and

of enn . . P I d 0
I ther is now ItVll1g near ort an, re-

tle mo . fA' dt the age of elghty- our. aron receive
gont, a 'ning from the common schools then at-
hIS ral . I d' H

d d a college at OntarIo, n lana. e re-
ten e . d . h h'
sided on a farm and remall1e Wit IS parents

t'l twenty-four years of age then farmed
un I "1 8 h h, himself in Michigan unh I 72 w en e
tor fi d h' ., meyed to Kansas. Later, we n 1m In
JOu C I'f . f' d
C tra Costa county, a I orl11a, armIng, an

on . I I Iin 1884 he came to LIncO n county. n t le
spring of 1885, he settled near where. he now
lives and since that h.me, has been contInuously
employed in stock ralsmg and general.farm111g
in this part of the cOUJ~ty. M~. Miller has
four sisters, Mrs. Meltssa Hembaugh, de
<:eased, Mrs. Mary Sharp, Mrs. Adaline
Stephens, and Mrs. Rhoda Green, deceased.

In 1870, Mr. Miller married Miss Ellen
Green, who died on March 15, 1882. On De
cember 31, 1893, Mr. Miller married Mrs.
Drusilla Thompson, the daughter of William
<lnd Phoebe (Greenstreet) Ward, natives of
Virginia and Kentucky, respectively. The
father died in 1876 and the mother in 1887.
Mrs, Miller has the following brother and
sisters, Mrs. Martha Chastine, John \'\1ard,
and Hannah Ward. .1\11'. Miller has the fol
lowing named children, Fred, James, Mrs.
Mabel Thompson, and Mrs. Mary Green.
Mrs. Miller has the following named children
by her former husband, Mrs. Martha L. Hard
ing, William R, Mrs. Georgia Miller, and Mrs.
Agnes Thompson.

Mrs. Miller belongs to the Ladies of the
Maccabees. Mr. Miller has given each child
a farm and in all his career has shown himself
a generous and public spirited man.

•••
JOHN R, HARDING, who is entitled to

the distinction of beinO" one of the earliest pio-, b

neers m the Big Bend country is now dwelling
ten miles west from Sprague: where he owns
a Yaluable estate of two sections of grain and
hay land, His place is well improved and sup
phed with all l11<lchinerv and buildings neces-
sarv for 't f"dl . I.S success ul operatIOn. He also han-

es conSIderable stock, having a good band
now. '

'I John R. Harding was born in Bucksport
l\lame S '
and Anon epte?lber 6, 1842. the son of Foster

n (Robl11son) Harding-. The father

was a sea captain, was born in Sedgwick,
Maine, fought in the War of 1812, and died in
his native state in 1882. The mother was born
in Maine and there died in 1887. Her father
was captain of a privateer in the War of 1812,
and was twice captured by the British; how
ever, he escaped both times, once in an open
boat at sea. John R. was educated in the com
mon schools, and when sixteen went to do for
himself. He went to sea and served in the
China trade. In 1860 he landed in San Fran
cisco, came to Portland, Oregon, in 1862, and
one year later was engaged in packing to the
Idaho mines. From that time until he settled
in what is now Lincoln county, his life was
spent in all the various experiences that are to
be had in the west. Upon the discovery of
gold in Montana, he settled at Coeur d'Alene
and operated a ferry and trading post. He
mined in California, operated a butcher
shDp in Danville, that state, then walked
to Portland, Oregon, arriving in May, 1862,
having stopped en route to build a ferry boat at
the Trinity river. At Portland he cut wood,
then was employed by Johnson & Perkins,
wholesale packers. In those days the Ore
gOIN'an \vas' a small affair, and Portland was
under water that year to the door knobs, on
Front street. A year later he went to John Day
river, but finding the snow fourteen feet deep,
he abandoned the idea of prospecting and
joined a pack train to Placerville, Idaho. He
paid his last eighteen dollars for a shovel, the
price of which was twenty-one dollars, and
went to work mining. Other things were pro
portionately high and also they had trouble
with the Indians, but a company went out and
took some scalps and quieted the Reds down.
After that. Mr. Harding packed, and later
went tD \'\1ildhorse. British Columbia. Provis
ions were high. flour being thirty-five dollars
per sack, and it required great pluck to stay
with the arduous work of packing and pros
pecting. En route he passed through the sec
tion where he now lives. but no white people
were here then, The next winter he lost nearly
all his horses and his meat was, horse flesh.
This was near Bonner's Ferry. In the spring
he went to \Valla \Valla, and as clothes were
scarce. he made a pair of trousers from blank
ets. But having not enough of one color, one
leg was red and the other one blue, and so he
came into \Valla \ Valla. Later we see him
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in the Salmon ri ver gold diggings, and in 1866
he was back in Lewiston. Then came a jour,..
nev to Montana after which he operated sev-- 'eral ferries ·in eastern \Vashington, and then
he went to Colville. In the spring of 1872,
Mr. Harding came where he now dwells, but
o\\'ing to Indian outbreaks, he was forced to
abandon his place several times. Finally, Ito\\,
e\'er. he made a permanent location and since
then he has labored here with display of energy
and industrv. The nearest doctor was one hun--dred and twenty miles distant and his supplies
all had to be transported from W alia Walla,
Mail was received about twice a Year. and he- .
knew little of what was going on in the out- .
side world.. Mr. Harding has been many
times at the falls in the Spokane river, when
there was not even a shanty there.

By his first marriage, Mr. Harding had
four children, John F., Evelyn D., Jessie F.,
and Alice M. All are married and living in
\\Thitman and Lincoln counties, this state. John
F. is a progressive farmer in Lincoln county.

In 1882 Mr. Harding married Miss
Lenore Thompson, the wedding occurring in
Sprague. Her parents, George and Drusilla
(\Vare) Thompson, were natives of Missouri.
The father died in Lincoln county in r889.
The mother is living here married to Aaron
Miller. Three children have come to gladden
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Harding, George,
aged sixteen, Zelia, fourteen. and Ruby, ten.
Mr. Harding was one of the earliest justices of
the peace in Stevens county and about the only
official act he did was to perform the marriage
ceremonv of a half-breed woman and a white-
man.. The fee was three sacks of potatoes. Mr.
Harding remarks that he inmked the aid of
a Jaynes' almanac for the operation and feels
sure he had the date exact. Mr. Harding's resi
dence is a tasty seven-room cottage, ~'hich is
partially constructed of logs. Some of the lum
ber was hauled from \Valla \Valla, and is of
historic interest. Few men in this country have
had a wider experience in the west than has
Mr. Harding and his memory is well stored
with historic i'lcident and facts of those fron
tier experiences.

• ••
HA,RRY JE"\fSEN. who lives about two

miles west from Sprague. on an estate of nearly
one thousand acres, is to be classed with the

rich farmers of Lincoln county. He Was bo
in Schleswig Holstein, Germany, on May ;n
r848, the son o~ Peter and I~ge~rg (Pete~:
sen) Jensen, natives of our subject s birthpla
where also they both died. Harry received

ce
,

common school education then left Ger~
many. For eight years, he was a seaman a
sailing vessels from Germany, Denmark an~
Sweden. In 1868, he came to New York and
learned the trade of mason, which he has fol
lowed m all parts of the country for thirty
years. On May 9, r882, he landed in Lincoln
county and took a portio~ of his present place
as a. home. Smce that time, he has given his
attention to his trade and to general farming
an.d tl~e result is that he has a fine property at
tillS tune. When Mr. Jensen landed in this
county, he was without means except plenty of
grit and a good strong physique. He now has
the estate mentioned above, with bands of cat
tle, plenty of horses, machinery and all im·
provements that are needed on a first class
estate. He has ex~lIent buildings, besides a
fine t\\·o story, nine room residence, which is
one of the choice home places in this section
of the county.

In April, r873, Mr. Jensen married Miss
Regina, daughter of Henry and Lucy (Von
Thyton ) Glashoff, natives of Hanover, where
they died. The father was a general contrac
tor. Mr. Jensen has the following brothers
and sisters, Hannah, Mrs. Dewell, Mrs. Mar
garet Schus, Mrs. Sophia Houson. Mrs. Jen
sen has two sisters, Anna Styre and Johanna
\Vashmeyer. To Mr. and Mrs. Jensen, seren
children have been born. Mrs. Hannah Under
wood, Roscoe, Detleff, Gus, George, Dora and
Claude. Mr. Jensen is a member of the 1. O.
O. F. and he and his wife belong to the COI1

gregational church.

•••

TERRY ROCKHOLD who was a dweller
in t'he territory of Lincoln' county before ~hat
political division was in existence. noW reslde~
about nine miles north from Reardan on a goo<
estate and has been a well known character In

the upbuildincr and improvement of this county
"' ].. I mat-

for about twenty-five years. In po Itlca . 1_
ters he has ever been active and energehc. bea

, J • h he -
ways laboring for those measures w liC.
lieves to he for the good of the commulllty.
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• Rockhold was born in Ross county,ern .

h
· ~ January 3, 1834. HIs father, Samuela 10, 01 . PI' .

Rockhold, was born m. ennsy va11la: servmg
. I War of 1812 and m vanous Indian wars,
mtle. . d '11then came to Ohio, where he remame untl t le
d of his death. The mother, Anna (Glas
c~[k) Rockhold, was a nati:e of Virginia and
a pioneer to Ohio. Our subject was the second
of ten children. He was well educ~ted~ fi11lsh
. u his training in the Ball1bndge 1I1stltute atInb •

Bainbridge, Ohio. When twenty-two year; ot
age, he journeyed west to Lmcoln county. Kan
sas, being one of the pIOneers there and arnv
ing during the time when border ruffiamsm was
fillinu the land with terror. At that time,
farm~rs were always in arms, and those were
davs never to be forgotten. On September 2.

1861, he joined the Sixth Kansas Cavalry and
participated in the battles of Mine Creek, Prairie
Grove and innumerable others during the long
service. He was captured at ]\1azzard Prairie,
in August, 1864, and was sent to Tyler prison
in Texas where he languished for ten months
or until the war ended in 1865. After that
conflict. he came back to Linn county, Kansas,
and settled on a farm. His fellow citizens se
lected him by vote to be sun·eyor of his county
and for years he served in that capacity, making
an excellent record. About 1876, he resigJled
the position, sold his farm land and came west.
He was occupied for a year in freighting in
Colorado then was on the Northern railway in
Dah. He finally came to his present place in
1878 and settled on a homestead in 1879. Since
that time he has devoted his entire attention to
his interests in this county in addition to which,
he has served as surveyor in the county and was
the first elected surveyor in Spokane county.
HIS record in this capacity has been excellent
and he has done much in his labors both in
public capacity and in private life to bring this
country to the front.
. In Ross county, Ohio. Mr. Rockhold mar

nee! Miss Rebecca Ann Eperson and to them
~ere born four children: Alberta 1\1., deceased;
\~te W., wife of W. T. Warren of Wilbur,

ashll1gton; Edgar at Republic. Washington:
~~1dBlanche, dwelling in Wilbur. Mrs. Rock
Mr died 111 Spokan~. On September 8. 1892.
f SRockhold marrIed Mrs. Nanna \Vebster

~ ~)rague, \Vashington. She has two children
Y er former marriage. Mr. Rockhold is a

member of tl G .. le. A. R. at Reardan and IS at

present sen·jng as adjutant of the post. He and
his wife are members of the Methodist church
and are very prosperous and highly respected
citizens. It is interesting to note that l\-fr.
Rockhold was a personal friend of the famous
John Brown in Kansas.

•••
SHERMAN S. BENTLEY resides about

seven miles north from Reardan where he has, .

rented a wheat farm. He owns property in the
town of Reardan and also owns land on the
Spokane ri \·er. His attention is devoted prin
sipally to stock, raising mostly hogs, and to gen
eral farming and he is one of the prosperous
men of the section.

Sherman Bentley was born in Sullivan coun
ty, Missouri, on April 10, 1865, being the son of
C. W. H. and Margaret J. (Black) Bentley,
natives of Ohio. The father moved from Ohio
to Indiana when young and was there married.
Then he went to Missouri, in which place he
turned his attention to farming. In 1862. he
enlisted in Company E, Forty-second Missouri
Infantry, and served throughout the entire
war, doing the duties of a soldier in a faithful
and brave manner. His death occurred in Lin
coln county, on July 7, 1888. Our subject re
ceived his education in the schools of Missouri
and when sixteen, it being 1882, he came \vith
his parents across the plains in a prairie schoon
er, landing in Walla Walla in the fall. They
journeyed thence direct to Lincoln county and
settled on a homestead. He labored at home
until twenty-t\\·o and was then married, .;'vlary
E. \Varren becoming his wife. Mrs. Bentley's
father was James \Varren, one of the earliest
pioneers in the Reardan country.

To :Mr. and Mrs. Bentley, the follo\ving
children have been born: Lola E., James M.,
deceased, I va M., Cora E., Ralph S., and Ruth
E.

Fraternally, 1'.1r. Bentley is affiliated with
the 1. O. O.·F. He has been closely identified
with the interests of Lincoln county in the earl
iest days and is kno\\'n as a substantial and en
terprising citizen.

• ••

ALBERT HOWARD. one of the prosper
ous and energetic agriculturists of Lincoln
county, resides about nine miles north from
Reardon where he has a fine estate, well im-
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proved and in a high state of cultivation. He
was born in Iowa, on August 7, 1847, being
the son of Nathan and Sarah (Rickman) How
ard, early pioneers of Iowa, in which place they
remained until their death. The father died
when our subject was two years of age. He re
ceived his education in his native state and there
remained until October 16, 1863, at which time
he enlisted in the Ninth Iowa Cavalry. From
that time until February 28, 1866, he served
his country in a military capacity then received
an honorable discharge, after which he returned
to Cedar county, Iowa, and engaged in farming.
About 1878, Mr. Howard came to California,
settling in Placer county. Two years later, he
journeyed thence to Lane county. Oregon, and
in October of the same year, returned to Cali
fornia. The ensuing five years were spent in
Placer county after which he came to Lincoln
county and bought a quarter section. Subse
quently, he purcased a half section which now
forms the estate of his home place.

Mr. Howard has been one of the influential
and leading citizens of this part of the county
since arriving here and has become prosperous
in. this world's goods. He frequently spends
winters in California and travels considerably.
He is a member of the G. A. R. in Reardan and
a man of excellent standing.

On June 12, 1878, in Lane county, Oregon,
Mr. Howard married Miss Mary, daughter of
George B. and Minerva (Ward) Benton, na
tives of Kentucky. They were pioneers of In
diana and later in Oregon, where they now re
side. The father is a veteran of the Civil 'War,
having served during the entire time. To this
marriage, the following children have been born.
Clayton and Lee, living in Lincoln county;
Minnie, deceased; \Villiard and George, at
home.

• ••

WILLIAM W. LANDRETH, who resides
about eight miles north from Reardan, on one
of the finest farms in the section, has the dis
tinction of being one of the earliest pioneers of
the territory now embraced in the Lincoln coun
ty country. He has labored here faithfully since
1879 and has shown himself to be a man of abil
ity, dominated by wisdom and good practical
judgment.

\Villiam \V. Landreth was born in Port
land, Oregon, on April 17, 1867, being the son

of S. B. and Elizabeth (Martin) Landreth
tives of North Carolina and Missouri res' na·
. I Th . h ' pect·Ivey.. ey came WIt oX; teams across the
pla1l1s 111 1853 and located 111 the wilds of tl
Pacific coast and did an immense amount I~
labor, tow~r? bri~ging this country under t~e
sway of CIVIlIzatIon. They are mentioned'
this work. Our subject was educated in t~n
schools of Olympi~, Wash.ington, and whe~
twenty-one, began lIfe for hImself as a farme
:A..s stated before, he located in Lincoln count~
111 1879 and later bought a quarter section wher'e
he now resides. It is improved in excellent
shape with fine buildings, windmill, and so
forth, and is in a high state of cultivation. He
also owns .one hundred and sixty acres, just
north of hIS home place. His residence is an
elegant seven-room, modern structure provided
with all the conveniences and everything about
his premises shows him to be a man of taste
and thrift.

On November 7, 1894, Mr. Landreth mar
ried Miss Olivia B. Emsley, a native of Shelbv
county, Ohio, and to them have been born thre~
children, Thomas A., Theckla R. and an infant
son unnamed.

Mr. Landreth is a charter member of the
1. O. O. F. lodge organized in Reardan in 1890
and is a man of influence and excellent reputa
tion.

•••

JOHN WESLEY BENTLEY, who dwells
seven miles north from Reardan, was born in
Putnam county, Missouri, on August 4, 1875,
being the son of Calvin \V. H. and Margaret J.
Bentley, natives of Indiana. The father was a
veteran of the Civil War and died several years
since. He came to Washington in 1882, bring
ing his family and settling on the ranch that our
subject now holds. He was a prominent a~d
very influential man and the G. A. R. post In

Reardan was named in his honor. The mother
is still living in Reardan. Our subject received
his education in the district schools here and
distinctly remembers that in those days the
country was full of Indians. After his fa~her:s
death he remained with his mother untIl hIS
marri~ge, then went to the ranch and purchased
eighty acres.

On December 15, 1895, Mr. Bentley mar
ried Miss Jennie, daughter of Peter and Mary
(Shriner) Hanson. Mrs. Bentley was born In
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B rt Ounty Nebraska, and came to Washing-
u c, d II' , S

' 1890 Her parents are we 1I1g 111 po~ton In . .
k county now. Mr. Bentley was the young
ane, . b d ' I

est of seven children, SIX oys an one ,glf .
They are named as follows, James A., Milton
S Sherman S., Joshua Eddie, deceased, and
D~rie, deceased. To Mr. and Mrs. Bentley, five

h'ldren have been born, whose names and ages
c 1 M' . d dare as follows: Edith, seven; 1I111le, ecease
and aged six; Calvin, four; Bert, three; and
John one.

Mr, Bentley has always taken a keen interest
in the development of the country and although
born in the east, has practically resided here all
his life and has been closely identified with the
interests of Lincoln county since early days.
He owns eighty acres of wheat land and eighty
acres of timber land. His place is comfortably
improved and he has the respect and esteem of
all who know him. He takes a keen interest in
political campaigns and in educational matters.

•••

CHARLES GILLETT is a well known and
enterprising citizen of Reardan. He dwells in
the central part of the town where he owns
twenty acres of fine land devoted almost exclu
sirely to gardening and dairying, carrying on
the former industry quite extensively. Mr.
Gillett is a man who takes a keen interest in pub
lic improvements and the development of the
country and is a participant in political matters
and alive to all the questions of the day.

Charles Gillett was born in Ohio, on March
5, [862, being the son of Wesley and Matilda
(Pasco) Gillett. natives of Ohio and New York.
respectively. They were pioneers of the Buck
eye State, and are still' clwelling there. Our sub
Ject was educated in his native state and started
for .himself at the age of fifteen. He followed
ranous occupations until 1888 when he came
to Yakima county, 'VVashinct~n, and settled
~'I ~ .even 1111 es from Yakima. From that place he
moved to Lincoln county and bought two acres
of la d d' . .h n a JOll1l11g Reardan. That was his first

orne and he has increased his holdings by pur
chase as stated above. Mr. Gillett has a good
retlsldet:ce, fine barn, buildings, windmill, and
o ler 1111

II
provements, and has a very tasty and

we -kept place.

S ?n June 3, 1888, in Newton county, Mis
Dun, Mr. Gillett married Miss Mary A. Roffy,

who was born in Marion county, Ohio, on Octo
ber 12, 1867. They have one child, Ralph,
aged fourteen. Mrs. Gillett spent her girlhood
days in various places, being in Colorado, Tex
as, and finally locating in Missouri when six
teen. Her parents were farmers. Mr. Gillett
and his wife came to \Vashington from lVIis
souri in wagons, consuming twenty-two weeks
on the road. Vv'e find in Mr. Gillett a most ard
ent worker in educational lines, and in fact, in
improvements in general of every kind in the
community, and he is respected as an energetic,
progressive and upright man.

•••

MARION F. MOORE, one of the eminent
ly successful farmers of Lincoln county, now
retired and r,esiding at Reardan, was born near
Davenport, Iowa, October 22, 1850. His parents
were George and Emma (Knapp) Moore. the
father a native of Pennsylvania and a
pioneer of Iowa. Thev were married-in lllinois where the mother died in
1866. The father passed away in 1898
in Washington. In 1865 he enlisted in an llli
nois Infantry regiment and was engaged in
numerous skirmishes with the Confederates, re
ceiving an honorable discharge at the conclusion
of the war.

In 1874, at the age of twenty-four years,
our subject having received a fair education,
left home and engaged with the Southern Pa
cific Railroad Company as a surveyor, remain
ing with that company about thirteen years,
during which period he was 'assistant engineer.
He worked in the San Bernardino tunnel and
was in advance of the Southern Pacific railroad
through to T,exas. In 1895 he came to the state
of \Vashington and located eight and one-half
miles north of the present site of Reardan,
where he has at present a section and a quarter
of land, a five-room house, good buildings,
w.ind-mill and tank. At first Mr. Moore ,en
gaged in stock raising, but now devotes his at
tention to grain. In 19°2 he removed to Rear
dan and purchased a twelve-room house sur
rounded by five lots in one of the best portions
of Reardan.

In Lincoln county, in the fall of 1887, Mr.
Moore was married to Eva D. Edwards. a na
tive of Kansas. They are the parents of two
children, Eva D., fifteen years of age, and Alva
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F., eleven years old. Mrs. Moore's father was
Asbury Edwards, and he was a native of Penn
sylvania.

Our subject was the second child ,in a family
of four, two of whom are residents of \Vash
ington. He has been a member of the I. O. O.
F. Mr. Moore is classed as one of the progres
sive, substantial citi2:ens of the county and a
liberal supporter of all public impr.ovements.

• ••

CHARLES E. THING, a son of one of
the California Argonauts of '49, and himself a
native of the state of \Vashington, was born in
Clarke county, October 21, 1859. The father,
George M. Thing, was a native of Maine and
went to California via Cape Horn in 1849, and,
after a short period passed in mining, he went
to Oregon Territory, in 1851-2, and subsequent
ly to Clarke county, \Vashington. Here he en
gaged in farming and stock-raising in which he
continued until 1876, when he removed to the
\Villamette valley and accumulated considerable ,
wealth. He owned a number of stores, loaned
money, and engaged in a variety of occupations.
He was accidentally killed near Readville, in
1898. The mother, Emma C. (Bozarth)
Thing, is a native of Ohio, born in 1842. She
came across the plains in 1845, going direct to
Or.egon, near Portland, in the \Villametle val
ley, and was among the earliest settlers of the
territory. She was married to l\h. Thing in
1857 and became the mother of eleven children,
of which our subject is the oldest.

The earlier years of Charles E. Thing were
passed in Clarke county, \\Tashington, where
to a limited extent he attended school, but re
ceived the principal part of his education at the
hands of his father. \\Then he began the world
for himself he became a fisherman in which oc
cupation he continued three years on the Colum
bia river. In the fall of 1878 he came to what
is now Spokane county and secured a ranch
upon which he worked two years. Thence he
went to the Coeur d' Alene mining district,
Idaho, and for one year conducted a dairy in
that locality. In 1880 he located on a ranch
three miles southeast of the present site of Rear
dan, containing three hundred and twenty
acres. This ranch he worked until two years
ago.

The first marriage of our subject took place

in 1883 when he was united to Ida Stought
a daughter of Oregon pioneers. To them on,

. Was
born one chl1d, Hazel F., now twelve veal'S f
age. In 1897 our subject was united ~in m a_
. E G . arnage to tta urnee, a natIve of Minnesot

She was a widow, and ,the mother of two boy~'
S;ylvester, aged twenty-one, and Eldon, aged
nmeteen.

Aside from a number o'f eligible residence
lots, our subject owns a ranch comprising two
hundred acres of land, and a substantial four
teen-room hous·e. Some of these rooms he
rents furnished and conducts the only dray line
in Reardon. Mr. Thing is an acti Ye, progressive
and influential citizen of Reardan and is highly
respected throughout the county.

•••

WILLIAM SCHULZ, one of the respon
sible and influential citizens of Reardan, Lin
coln county, was born in Germany, May 26,
1861, the son of August and Caroline (Otto)
Schulz. During one period of the father's life
he was a mail carrier, and subsequently a sol
dier, participating in the war with Austria in
1864-6. He died at the age of forty-six. The
mother is still living in Germany.

William, our subject, attended public school
in Germany and then worked four years for, a
farmer and for two years subsequently he was
a teamster. He arrived in New York city, May
I, 1885, and at once came to Stearns county,
Minnesota, engaging in farming three. years.
In 1888 he came to \Vasington, locatmg In LII1
coIn county, where now stands the town of
Reardan. For a year he continued workll1g for
others on a farm, and then he purchas~d o~e
hundred and sixty acres or railroad land tor SIX
hundred dollars near the future site of Reardan.
Subsequently he added one hundred and twenty

'f andacres more, and now has a fine gram arm
meadow land besides handling on lease one-, . . . e IS a
half section of school land. HIs reSlOenc
modern eight-room house surrounded with ex
cellent outbuildings and a small orchard. There
. b t t' al hOllSe
IS also on the place another su s an 1, ,
for tenants. . 8

Mr. Schulz began raising wheat Jl1 I ,89,
. f dalry-

and in 1895 he engaged in the bus1l1ess 0 'l'b
ing. At present he has twenty head of 1l1

1

th
c

. . ply'll1g ecows and IS the only daJryman sup
town of Reardan.
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o r subject is the oldest of a family of six.
A br~~her, Herman, lives three and one-half
"j east of Reardan, but the rest of the chtl-
m1 es. Th 'f I d' d Idren are in Germany. e at leI' Ie w len
William was but fourteen year.s of a!?'e, and
throughout his life he has contnbuted liberally
to the support of the mothe.r. .

July 19, 1890, ou~, subject ~vas ~arned to
Bertha Tramm, a native of \Vlsconsln. They
are the parents of four children, Mary, aged
thirteen. Martha, aged twelve, Emma, aged SIX,
and Hugo, bro years old. The parents are
members of the Evange\tical church. Although
coming to Lincoln county with but small means,
Nil'. Schulz has by industry and natural busi
ness ability, accumulated a competence and
gained the respect of the entire community. in
which he resIdes. He mamfests a patnotlc in

terest in politics. Mr. Schulz is qui.te enthus
iastic in his praise of the Big Bend country.

•••
JOHN A. HANSEN, although a young

man, is one who has by energy and superior
business sagacity amassed a competence and is
one of the influential citizens of Reardan, Lin
coln county, "'here he is engaged in the lumber
paint, oil and feed business. He was born Feb
ruary 24, 1870, in Ozaukee county, vVisconsin.
His parents, John and Doris (Friedrichsen)
Hansen, are natives of Germany, the father
coming to Wisconsin at the age of thirty-four
years. In 1886 he came to the vicinity of Rear
dan where he cultivates a section of land. The
mother of our subject was married in \Viscon
sin and at present resides with her, husband at
Reardan.

'John A. Hansen attended school in a log
cab1l1 and worked with his father in \Visconsin ,
came to Washington, Spokane county, ,in 1886,
~nd located on a ranch. He remained with his
ather until 1900, when he came to Reardan and

eng.aged in the lumber, planing mill and feed
bllS1l1eSS, to which he afterward added a stock
of paints and oils. He has one brother and one
Sister, Peter, aged thirty-three married to Lena
Jahn, and living at Rocklvn Washino+on' andEm J , &"

ma, aged twenty-five the wife of Otis Car-
stens 'd' ,. ,reSI mg on a ranch near Reardan. Our
~lllbJect was married December 2"' 1903 to
IV ISS A . . I , ,
H . nme Mahrt. of Reardan. Although Mr.

ansen came to Reardan with limited means he
no\\, carr' IJes a arge stock of goods and has es-

tablished a very profitable business, becoming
one of the influential citizens of Reardan. F ra
ternally, he is a member of the Maccabees, \\T.
O. W., and F. O. A. He at one time served as
Chief Ranger of the Foresters, Court of Big
Bend, No. 55, and is at present treasurer. He
is building a handsome residence in Reardan,
and is in every way prosperous and successful.

In connection with the business mentioned,
Mr. Hansen is operating a planing mill and
handles lime, lath, cement, and in fact all nla
terial used in building, wi.th the exception of
hardware.

•••

HON. D. M. DRUMHELLER. It is im
possible within the limits of a few pages to do
justice to, and make mention of, all the inter
esting facts which are necessarily bound up in
the details that mark the career of the subject of
this sketch. It is still more difficult for the
citizens of today to realize what the early set
tlers endured when they were compelled to meet
danger. and want, and to give up the accustomed
comforts of life. \Vere it within the purpose of
our story to reveal the trials of the old pioneers,
we must certainly say first that it was an act of
heroism to undertake the long and wearisome
transcontinental journey unavoidable to those
early settlers, who made their home in Wash
ington when it was a wilderness and practically
an unbroken country.

Probably no one man in the state <is more
deserving of space or personal mention in a his
tory of this character than Mr. Drumheller.
His achievements and successes ha\'e been a
part of the growth and development of the state
and there are few, if any. better known or more
highly respected throughout the entire north
west. Throughout this broad range of coun
try he has marked the impress of his individu
ality without really knowing it himself.

He was born March 25, 1841 in Sumner
county, Tennessee, and when a child accom
panied his parents to southwestern Missouri
where he resided until he was fifteen years of
age. At that ·time he crossed the plains and
located in California, remaining there until
1859. Soon after his arrival in California, he
secured employment as a cattle herder and with
the money he earned while thus engaged, he
probably laid the foundation that marked his
successful career in life.
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In 1859 Mr. Drumheller. decided to go to

that part of Utah which is now a portion of the
state of Nevada. Here he secured employment
with the Pony Express business that was oper
ated by Ben Holliday. He remained in this
position until r86r, when he decided to come
to the territory of \!\Tashington and on June,
r6, of that year, he landed in the town of \Valla
'Walla where he remained until r865 when he
moved to Umatilla, Oregon. Here his capa
bility, sound judgment and logkal sense were
soon recognized by the people who elected him
to reproesent them in the legislature of the state.
In 1887 he returned to \Vashington imd located
in the Crab creek country, Lincoln county, where
he engaged in the cattle business. His busi
ness assumed gigantic proportions and for many
years was conducted on an 'extensive scale and
operated successfully. \Vhen Mr. Drumheller
first· settled in Lincoln county it was included
within the boundary lines of Spokane county,
but since then population and emigration ha I'e
caused it to be separated from Spokane, yet
Mr. Drumheller is as popular and well known
in Lincoln, Douglas, Adams and FrankEn coun
ties as he is in the city of Spokane. He still
owns over twenty thousand acres of land in
these counties, and is one of the organizers and
directors of the Davenport National bank and
the Reardan Exchange bank. Both of these
banks were instqtuted with his direct co-oper
ation and advice.

In r 880 he mO\'ed to the city of Spokane
where he soon became a prominent factor in
the commercial and general growth and devel
opment of the city. In 1884 he ,vas elected
councilman to the first city council ever chosen
in Spokane and by his good judgment, keen
foresight, and general knowledge of affairs and
requirements, he was instrumental in formu
lating a foundation and operative basis whereby
the young municipality had from its inception
a practical business government. \Vhile he
never was a politician in the full sense of the
term, or ever sought political pr.eferment,
honors in this direction have been thrust upon
him. In r892 he accepted the nomination for
mayor on the Democratic ticket, and while senti
ment and public opinion was largely Republi
can, the citizens realized his qualifications for
the office and elected him. His administration
was all that could be expected and was criticized
generally as clean, upright, and judicious.

The Insane Asyl~m at Medical Lake stands
as a monument to hiS bUSiness capacity and'

. A f I In-.tegnty. s one 0 t 1e commissioners under
whose management thiS splendid Institution '
erected, he still further j usbified the univewa~
esteem in which he is held. rSa

Mr. Drumheller is vice president of the th
Traders National bank of Spokane, one of th~
largest, most successful, and substantial finan
cial institutions in the st.ate of Washington.
He ha.s filled the off:ice of vIce president from its
l.nceptlOn and was Instrumental in its organiza_
tIOn. \!\Then. the bank was organized he was a
firm believer in its future advancement and be
came one of the heaviest stockholders. Its
progress and success have resulted largely from
his wise counsel and good judgment and have
justified his opinion and resulted in the strength
of the institution.

This brief sketch of the life of Mr. Drum
heller leaves untold much that would be in
teresting, but what has been said of him prom
that he is a man of indomitable will and per
severance, and remarkable kno,yj.edge. His
characteristics are simple, plain, and unostenta
tious. He holds an honorable position in busi
ness and social circles and is universally re
spected by all classes.

•••

WALTER E. IVIcGOCRIN. No man in
the county of Lincoln stands better among his
fellows than the gentleman whose name is
mentioned at the head of this sketch. During
the years that are passed, he has labored as
siduously here in stock raising and general
farming and while his labors have been re
warded with that generous bestowal of goods
that Dame Fortune has seen fit to grant, he has
also gained a standing among his fellow men
that indicates an uprightness that is very en
viable indeed. Mr. McGourin is governed
strictly by principles. He resides about five
miles north from Edwall on an estate of over
twelve hundred acres which is in a high state
of cultivation and provided ,vith every thin.g
necessary to such a magnificent domain. HIS

place used to be the post office in earlier days
before the rural free delivery system was
inaugurated.

\Valter E. McGourin was born in Waterloo,
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October 17. 1866, being the son of
101\a. on . G' 1'1
ohn and Sarah (McGUlre) Mc ounn. le

~ I 'as born in the south of Ireland andtat ler II .
to the United States 111 185!. He first

came d \V' .
I d in Ohio thence move to lSCOnS1l1

set! e d' . d I
h he followed J;I1erchan lS1l1g, an ater

1\ ere . ' F h
to Iowa Ivhere he dal farmmg. rom t at

I he came to Lincoln county and took up a
pace "d H
I estead where our sub] ect now resl es. e
10111 k .. d f
gave his attention to stoc rals1l1g an arm-
• (J' until his death m 1900. He was one of the
ln~ . L' I dfirst commissioners m mco ~1 county ~~. a
l11an of influence awl recogl1lzed capablhtIes.
When the Civil \Var broke out, he organized
a col11pany of men and drilled them and w~s

elected their captain. They were mustered 111

the service and were known as Company E.
Seventeenth \Visconsin Volunteer Infantry.
He sen'ed \\,ith distinction throughout the
entire war. The mother of our subject was a
nati,'e of Ireland and came to the United States
with her parents when very young. She Ii I'ed
sel'eral years in Priladelphia and was married
in Tiffin. Ohio. on September 22, 1853. She
and her husband were the parents of nine chil
dren. five boys and four girls. She is still
living with our subject, who \\'as the fourth
of the family. .

John and Sarah McGourin are to be classed
with the real pioneers and bui~ders of Lincoln
county and it is pleasant to see their memory
perpetuated in this volume, where also. in
another portion, are to be seen their engravings.

Mr. McGourin was educated in Iowa and
when thirteen came to \Vashington with his
parents. He remained on the farm with his
father and labored .faithfully with his until
hiS death. Since then he has given his entire
attention to the management of the estates and
IS a hIghly respected citizen.

.At Edwall. Mr. McGourin married Miss
Julta Crowley, a native of Cleveland. Ohio. and
to them. two children have been born Mar-. ,
garIta and John \V. Mr. McGourin' is not
especially zealous in politics although he is
lar I . ,
f ge y mterested in all the measures that are
hor the welfare and progress of the county. He

as always taken a great interest in educational
matters d's h I an IS a zealous worker for good
; 00 s. Their estate is known as the Fairview
o:~~ and is one of the largest in the precincts

-Illcoln county.

27

ALEXANDER W. McDONALD resides
about three miles north from Edwall and does
general farming and stock-raising. He was
born in Glasgow, Scotland, on June 28, 1844,
the son of Daniel and Mary McDonald. natives
of Scotland. The father came to Milwaukee,
\Visconsi:l. in 1847 and farmed in that state
until 1866, when he journeyed to Black Hawk
county. Iowa. and there dwelt until death. The
early schooling of our subject was gained in
the little log cabin on the frontier of Wiscon
sin, and the young Chippewas ,,'ere his school
mates. He labored with his father until the
8th day of October. 1861. when he enlisted jn

the First \Visconsin Infantrv and sen'ed his
•

country for three years. He was in the army
of Cumberland and later in the Fourteenth
army corps. Part of the time. he ,,'as with
General Thomas in Tennessee and participated
in the battle of Chickamauga.1VIissionary Ridge,
Perryyille. and numerous others. He was with
Sherman on the march to the sel ;:.nd in 1864
was mustered out of the service as sergeant.
His colonel was J. C. Starkweather. Follow
ing his discharge, our subject joined the navy
and served for six months on Farragut's
flagship, Mississippi, and six months on the
gun boat Benton. At the end of this sen,ice
he was honorably discharged ·from the navy
and returned to Iowa and took up farming.
'While farming in Iowa. he traveled O\'er the
country considerably on different occasions and
in 1879 came via San Francisco to Portland,
then to \Valla \Valla. He explored the coun
try and finally took a homestead where he now
lives and took up stock raising. He also did
considerable contract work on the Korthern
Pacific but gave his attention mostly to hand
ling stock, which he continued until the coun
try was wel1 fenced up. Since then. Mr. Mc
Donald has given his attention to raising grain.

In Black Hawk county. Iowa. Mr. McDon
ald married Miss Emma Lemley, a native of
Sheboygan, Wisconsin. To this union ten chil
dren have been born, Flora. wife of Hugh
Haynes at Harrington. Sadie, Archer, John,
Jessie, Effa, Daniel, Mabel, Maude, and
Robert.

Mr. McDonald belongs to the G. A. R. and
is a highly respected member of society. His
long career ip Lincoln county has made him
thoroughly acquainted with both the pioneer
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days and later development and he has hosts
of friends, both among the old settlers and the
newer emigrants.

•••

ROBERT McLAREN dwells about five
miles north from Edwall and has been a resi
dent of the Big Bend country for many years.
He is now the owner of a fine farm, well im
proved and provided with substantial outbuild
ings and a modern residence of twelve rooms.
Mr. McLaren has been a man of wide and
varied experience. having traveled all over the
world and wrought in various capacities. He
is now enjoying the competence gained by his
labors and he is one of the most popular and
highly esteemed men of his portion of the coun
try. Robert !lfcLaren ,vas born in Forres, Mo
rayshire, Scotland. on February 27, 1844, be
ing the son of Robert and Jessie (Wallace)
McLaren, natives of Scotland, where also they
remained until their death. The father fol
lowed fanning. Our subject was the second
boy of a family of five children and had one
sister. He studied in the schools of Scotland
until thirteen years of age, then came to Bos
ton, Massachusetts, and entered the employ of
a sewing machine company, working in the
factory. For t\VO and one half years, he con
tinued in the same, then returned to his native
country and learned ship carpentering thor
oughly. In 1865, he \vent to sea but three
months thereafter, his vessel, the Bedford, was
wrecked on the reef as they were coming down
the Gulf of Finland. Thev took to the boats

•

but the weather ,vas extremely cold and their
suffering was intense until picked up by the
light-house keeper. \Ve .next find him sailing
f;-om Liverpool to Calcutta and in 1871 he came
to Boston. Soon thereafter he went to New
York and shipped again, this time on a cruise
around the world, landing in Massachusetts on
his return. For fourteen months he wrought
in the shipyards, then went to sea again, stop
ping at Frisco. He worked for the Pacific Mail
and Steamboat Company of that state for three
years, then went to the Sandwich Islands where
he built a ship. Returning to Frisco, he built
the steamer Alexandria, one the Skeena river
in Alaska, for the Dunsmuir Brothers and the
ship is still in commission. We see him next
in Victoria and in 1877, he made his way to

the Black Hills of Dakota by way of Che
b d k . h . yenne
~ wagon.an pac .tr~m, avmg a journey filled

With ternble hardships. The Sioux I d'n lans
were then on the war path and times were dan
gerous. After a summer there, he came t thO
B· H . a eIg om country prospectmg and then la d d
in Butte in the fall. He prospected all thr~ ehM d · h' ugontana an 111 t e spnng of 1878 was'
Idaho, where the Bannock Indians were On t~~
war path. Two years later, Mr. ]\'fcLaren came
to Ainsworth, now Pasco, and worked for the
Northern Pacific in bridge building. In the fall
of 1881, he bought one half section of land
in Lincoln county and still continued in the
employ of the Northern Pacific, as locomotive
carpenter at Sprague. In March, 1897, he reo
tired, from the service of the company and
came to his farm. Since then he has been ac.
ti vely engaged on the ranch improving it in
very fine shape, and handles stock and raises

•
gram.

In 1895. at Rathdrum, Idaho, Mr. McLaren
married Mrs. Eunice Hinkley, a natil'e of
Nova Scotia. She was married first in her
native land, then went to California and in 1883
came to Spokane. where Mr. Hinkley died.
After the death of her husband she came to
Sprague, where she lived until married to Mr.
McLaren. She had three daughters by her
former marriag.e : Estella, at home; Mrs. C. R.
McKinley, living at Brewster, this state; and
Nita. at home. Mr. McLaren has always taken
a very active interest in politics, and the Re
publican faith is his choice. In 1871, he Iras
in Scotland and there was made a Mason. tak
ing the three degrees. The wife is a member
of the Rathbone Sisters.

•••

FRED HUESMA.NN, of the fi:m of Bas~t
& Huesmann dealers 111 lumber, pawts and 0 ,

resides in D~venport, Lincoln county, where
. d 'nfluen-he is recognized as a progressive an I

tial citizen. He was born in Germany, June
21 18hr. the son of Ferdinand and Kathnna

, V\;;J, . con"
(Johnson) Huesmann. The father "as a Th
tractor for street work, and died in 1895. e
mother still lives at Holstein, Ger~anY'h Is

Having been educated in t~e public ~ ~e
of his native town, our sub] ect learnU ited
trade of a carpenter, and cam~ to the h : he
States in 1886, locating in Chicago w er
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. ed three years. He came to Da~enport
remam J. • d b 'Id. 889 and engaged In contracting an UI-
m 1 f h' f' d. He tis a master 0 IS pro eSSlOn, an
m

g'ted the Catholic church, Lutheran parson
~; and Auditorium, and many of the finest
residences in the cIty. In 1898 he formed a

rtnership with Fred Baske, and they con
:ued the same business until !900, w~en t~ey
decided to give the lumber bUSiness theIr entIre
attention. The firm has extensive yard facili
ties and they probably carry the largest stock
.of lumber in the Big Bend country. They also
own a quarte~ section of w~eat land near Ed

. wald; a section of sta.te land In Douglas county;
their store building and lot; a half block for
the purpose of a lumber yard; one and one-half
blocks near the depot; and a half block up the
track on which stands a frame warehouse
40byso feet in size, which they rent. Mr.
Huesmann owns a handsome two-story resi
dence in the city of Davenport. .

Our subject has three brothers and two sis
ters; John, 111 Chicago; Adolph, in Minnesota;
Ludolf, in Germany; Mary, wife of Charles
Dappner, of Chicago; and Julia, now in Ger
many. February 4, 1892, at Davenport, Mr.
Huesmann ,,'as married to' Bertha Fortani.er,
born in ?\ew York city, the daughter of Robert
Fortanier, a native of Germany, now retired
from business and living in Davenport. Mrs.
Huesmann has one 'half brother, Charles, and
·one half sister, Mary, wife of A. Kloster, a
!armer living near Harrington. Mr.Huesmann
IS a member of the A. O. U. W. and the \V. W.,
while politically he is a Republican, though not
actIve. He is an energetic and sagacious busi
ness man, highly esteemed and popular with all
WIth whom he is associated.

•••

W~LLIAM H. JAYNE, one of Lincoln
count~ s most progressive and enterprising citi
~ns, IS a contractor and builder, residing at
t avenport. . He was born in Wyoming coun
Y
f
, Pennsyha11la, November 21 1847 the son

o Aaro d M "
t· n an ary C. (Luce) Javne theormer . J ,

N a native of Pennsylvania the latter of
! ew York A J ' .
oldest E " aTOn ayne came from one of the
\V 'll' nghsh families in the Keystone State

llamJ" .'
sever I ,a)ne, an ancestor, came to America
p a )ears before the advent of Vhlliam

enn. Twenty-eight of his descendants were

grouped in one regiment during the Revolution.
He lived and died on Long Island, where he
was buried. His descendants settled in Con
necticut, New York and Perinsylvantia. Aaron
Jayne, the father of our subject, was a farmer.
Owing to ill health he could not enlist in the
Civil \Var, but was drafted and secured a sub
stitute without having been examined, which
examination would have, undoubtedly, released
him from all c1a.ims for military service. Oun
subject, William H., attempted to take the
place of his father, but was not permitted to do
so. Aaron Jayne still lives on the old home
stead where he was born, in \Vyoming county.
He has been a life-long Whig and Republican,
and is highly respected. The mother of our
subject was born in Hackettstown, ~ew York
and now lives with her husband in Pennsyl
vania. Her father participated in the vVar. of
1812.

William H. Jayne continued to reside in
Pennsylvania until 1890, where he attended
district school and worked on a farm. \\Then
twenty-two years of age he engaged in wagon
making, and subsequently conducted a stone
quarry ten years. Hav,ing learned the trade
of a carpenter he came to Spokane, vVashing
ton, and six months afterward went to Daven
port, having, meanwhile, brought out his fam
ily from Pennsylvania. He built the greater
number of the finer residences in Da\·enport.
Mr. Jayne has served as a member of the city
council, and as school director. He has three
brothers and six sisters; Alexander, a farmer.
living ten miles north of Davenport; Lew,is and
\Vilbur, in \Vyoming county, Pennsylvania,
farmers; Phoebe A., wife of Peter Leipham,
living near Davenport; Sarah E., wife of Elmer
Evans, engineer and sawyer, living at Daven
port; Ada, deceased, who was the wife of
David M. Glasgow, a sketch of whom appears
elsewhere; Fannie, wife of H. C. Smith: Jose
phine, wife of Henry McMickens; and Resetta,
wife of Elmer Shannon. The last three are in
Pennsylvania.

June I, 1872, in 'Wyoming county, Pennsyl
vania, Mr. Jayne was married to Augusta P.
Russell, a native of Russell Hill, Pennsylvania,
where she died November 15, 1881. She was
the daughter of Wilbur and Susanna (Smith)
Russell, the former a native of Windom coun
ty, Connecticut. the mother of Wyoming coun
ty, Pennsylvania. The Russell family has been
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distinguished in American history, and has
furnished several governors of the northeastern
states, while they are prominently connected
with the bench and bar at the present time.
Wilbur Russell at the age of sixty-five enlisted
in the Civil \Var and served one year, dying
from the exposure and hardships incident to
the campaigns. He ,>Jas a noncommissioned
officer in Company B, Fifty-second Pennsyl
vania Volunteers.

. The second marriage of our subject took
place in \iVyoming county. Pennsylvania, when
he was united to Sarah J. Evans. who was born
there. She was the daughter of Zera and Han
nah (Place) Evans, nati ves of Pennsylvania.
Mrs. Jayne has two brothers, Elmer and
Charles P.; and three sisters, Alvira, wife of
John Woodruff; Ella, wife of Frederick Fer
ris' and Dora. wife of \Vilmot Fur.man. Our, .

subject has three children by his first wife,
Susie, wife of W. J. Jayne; Stephen 0., a grad
uate of Pullman college, and a civil engineer
at Davenport; and Towner S., also a graduate
of Pullman college and a druggist at Daven
port. T,yo children ha,'e been born to the'
present Mrs. Jayne, Stanley E. and Augusta,
both residing at home. Mr. Jayne is a member.
of the 1. O. O. F. and K. P. Politically, he is
a Republican, though not active. He is a mem
ber of the Methodist Episcopal, and his wife of
the Baptist church.

•••
JAMES S. INKSTER a prominent grain

dealer, and a progressive, enterprising citizen
of Lincoln county, residing at Davenport, is
a native of England. He was born February 6,
1859, the son of John and Phillis (Pottinger)
Inkster, natives of Shetland Island, Great
Britain, sketches of whom appear elsewhere in
their work.

James S. Inkster, our subj ect, was reared
in England and Shetland Island. In 1865 he
came to the United States with his family,
and resided in Chicago about one year. Remov
ing to Kankakee county, Illinois, they remained
there until 1877, going thence to the \Villa
mette valley, Oregon, where they lived three
years. In 1880 our subject came to Lincoln
county, \Vashington, and engaged in farming
until 1890. He filed on homestead land; when
he fir,st arrived, located sixteen miles north
of Davenport. In 18QO he bee<ln dealine- in

grain in partnership with his brother La
' wrenc

a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in the,
work, and James W. Dow. Since ISlA8 h hiS
bee I . hb . "';leas

n a one 111 t e US111esS, which is one £ I
. . 0 tIe

most extensive 111 eastern \Vashington. 'He
operates two warehouses, one at Davenport d
the other at Rocklyn, Lincoln COunty ~
owns five hundred and sixty acres of I ~
mainly devo~ed ~? w~eat, in Douglas cou~~.
In partnership With hIS brother, Lawrence :\
he is interested in residence property in S~ "
kane and lots in Davenport: and a handso:e
one story and a half cottage 111 Davenport. H~

is, also, interested .in a water power property
at Hawk creek, L111coln countv. .

September 5, 1894, Mr. Inkster was united
in marriage, the ceremony being solemnized
at Davenport, to Laura Gibson, a native of ~Iis.

souri, the daughter of Oliver H. P. and Marl'
(De Atley) Gibson. The father is a nati,:e
of Pennsylvania; the mother of Virginia. The
father served in ,the Mexican \Var and no\\'
resides at \Vilsoncreek. Douglas county. The
parents of the mother of Mrs. Inkster; remoyed
to Kentucky when she was six years of age.
and later to Missouri. Her father and smn
sons served in the confederate army and he
died in a union prison. Mrs. Inkster has four
brothers living, one of whom, Charles, is deputy
treasurer of Lincoln county; mentioned else,
where. Mr. and Mrs. Inkster have three chil,
dren, Bernardine, aged eight, Winnefred, six.
and Ruth, three years old.

Mr. Inkster is, politically, a Republican. a~d
fraternally, a member of Davenport Lodge. :\0.
64; 1. O. O. F., and the A. O. U. W.

•••

WILLARD A. WILSON, attorney at lall.
and from 19°3 to 19°5 deputy sheriff of Lin:
coin county, and residing at Davenport, \\a~
born in Iowa April 2 1876, the only son lot, , 7'1 tie
John D. and Belle (Perkins) v\ I son,
former a native of New York and the latter

. h were
of Indiana. The ancestry of the tat er T' U

Scotch and direct descendants of Old K
f

In,
ani'

J ohn and the mother is descended £rol11 ad' a
. ' bo I ' In IanIly long known and respected t 1 III

and in Pennsylvania. . a farnl.
Our sub]' ect was born and raised on ot'

"I the age
and attended country school untl hDCol'
sixteen years. when he entered Ellswort



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY. 421

e at Iowa Falls, Iowa. The following year
leg k a complete course at the Iowa Business
he tOO . I dlColle e at Des Momes, owa, an t 1e next year
. d

g
him taking a short-hand course at the

faun . D' M' h'. Sl10rt-hand Institute at etrOlt, IC 1-Pem lO
He afterwards taught school for several

gan. and then entered Dixon College, Dixon,
tem1S .
l1linois. where he ~111.shed th~ normal an~
sCientific courses obtammg considerable pr~ml

nence as a debat~r. and speak~r. on questIOns
pertaining to po.htlcs and political economy.
-\fter leaving Dixon he taught school for a
~ouple of years in Iowa and then came to Wash
ington where he again taught. school, at v~r

ions places in Douglas. and Ll1~coln counties,
lVorking on ranches dunn~ vacatIOns, and read
inlT law when not otherwise employed. After
w;rds he entered the law department of the
State University at Seattle, and took the bar
examination with the first graduating class, be
ing admitted to practice June, 1901. He fol
lowed his profession in Davenport and Edwall
for about one year. when he was .appointed
deputy sheriff by J. J. Inkster. Previous ·to this
time he had been a consistent Republican
worker, and had represented his precinct and
connty both in county and state conventions
and as committee-man of Edwall precinct
earned an enviable reputation.

Our subject has h\"O sisters, Bertha M. and
Jlabel E.. both of \\hom reside in Iowa.

Fratemallv. Mr. \\Tilson is both a Blue. -
Lodge and a Chapter Mason, an Odd Fellow,
and a Modern \,"oodman.

He is quite popular and stands well among
those who kno\\ him best.

•••
DAVlD M. GLASGO\V. The gentleman,

whose name heads the following sketch, is a
thorough business man, public-spirited, broad
mmded, and influential. He is president of
the Davenport Machinery Company, dealers in
gasolme engines, threshing m~chines imple
m~ts. buggies, electric light applian~es, and
otjermachlOery. and resides at Davenport Lin
cOo n cbe0unty. He was born at Laporte Indiana

cto r2 860 "(McCa S, I , the Son of Hugh and ~ancy

S I
rty) Glasgow. The father a native of

cot and . ' .. , came to the UnIted States In 1830

:e~~:any wit? A. T. Stewart, the millionair~
1840 h t, locatmg at Lyons., New York In

e removed to Indiana, where he became

quite prominent and influential, socially and in
a financial way. Late in life he was an ardent
Prohibitionist, and by that party was nominated
for state treasurer. He died in 1898. The
mother was a native of Ohio, and her parents
came of an old and distinguished New York
family. She passed away in 1894.

The public schools of Laporte county, Indi
ana, provided the elemental education of our
subject, who subsequently took a business
course at the Valparaiso Normal' School. In
1881 he came to Spokane, where for five years
he was engaged in the livery business. Two
years subsequently he bought wheat for the
Northern Pacific Elevator Company. continuing
afterward in the same business for himself. Mr.
Glasgow came to Davenport in 1888. In 1901
he secured a franchise to light the town, and
ol1ganized the company, installed the plant and
at the same time conducted the largest machin
ery shop in the Big Bend. Six men are con
stantly employed, and during the busy season
many more. Mr. Glasgow is interested in min
ing property in Lincoln, Stevens, and Ferry
counties. He has five brothers; James, a farmer
and stockraiser at Silver Lake; Samuel. secre
tary and treasurer of the Centennial Mill. Spo
kane; Alexander, wheat buyer, Fairfield. \Vash
ington; Edwin, mill man in \Vasco. Oregon;
and Hugh, now in Seattle. His four sisters
are Mary, wife of Charles Tonogle: Arzella,
wife of George Metcalf; Jennie. \I'ife of J. B.
l\·IcDonald; and Orpha, wife of Louis Richter.

Mr. Glasgow was married at Spokane. in
1890, to Ada C. Jayne. a natiye of PennsYl
vania. She died April 24, 1899, at Da \enport.
His second marriage was with l'vlary :\1. Carr,
at Davenport, who is also a nati\'e of Penn
sylvania. By his first wife Mr. Glasgow has
four children. Cecil R., Leo 1'.1., Orpha A., and
Aaron H. Fraternally, he is a member of the
A. F. & A. M., the I .0. O. F .. the K. P.,
the A. 0. U. W., the W. W., the Royal High
landers, and several other orders. He has
been a member of the city council, and fre
quently a delegate to county and state con
ventions.

• ••

JOHN INKSTER, SR., as well as being a
pioneer of the country, has taken an active part
in the development of Lincoln county and is well
known. He was born in the Shetland Islands.
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in 1828, and remained there until fourteen years
of age, when he went to sea. For ten years,
he followed this hazardous life, navigating the
waters from seventy-two degrees north latitude
to sixty degrees south latitude. Reviewing
these years, Mr. Inkster says he passed through
three years of winter, then three years of sum
mer., then followed two years of winter and
after that two years of summer. He visited
most of the large ports of the world and trav
eled to every part of the globe. In 1857 h~

was shipwrecked on the east coast of Ireland,
and in 1863 was again shipwrecked on the
Island of St. Paul, in the Gulf of St. Lawrence.
After his first trip from Liverpool to Mel
bourne, Australia, he, with the rest of the crew,
took French leave and the next three years of!
life were spent at carpenter work.

Returning to Scotland, he was married on
October 9, 1856, to Miss Phillis Pottinger. In
1860 Mr. Inkster paid his first vJisit to Amer
ica, landing the night Mr. Lincoln was nomin
ated for the presidency the first time. Eighteen
months later, he returned to his old home. In
1863, he' came to the United States and since
then has remained here. For two or three years
he lived in Chicago and did carpentering. Later,
he was engaged in farming on Grand Prairie,
Illinois, where he remained twelve years. Be,
ing possessed of a restless spirit he was at
tracted to the great west, his first move being ,to
Lane county, Oregon, where he farmed until
1881. Thence he came to the Big Bend coun
try, being here before Lincoln county was or
ganized. His sons, John and James had pre
ceded him a year and their reports had induced
him to make this move.. He arrived here May
7th, he and his family having been nearly a
month on the road. He· homesteaded a place
in the Egypt country and in addition to look
ing after his farm assisted to construct Fort
Spokane. Mr. Inkster served as county com
missioner from 1886 to 1892, having been
elected on the Republican ticket. He has al
ways held the principles of that party and has
labored tellingly for its success. He has also
been Yery active in promoting educational
matters. During the first term of office,
he gaye entire satisfaction to his con
sti.tuents and it was especially trying as
those were the stormiest days of Lincoln
county's political history. Mr. Inkster was in
the heat of everv battle that had to do with the•

county seat fight. He stood loyally by Daven
port and the northern part of the county a d 
him as due the fact that new COll.nty bUil~in t()
were not erected at Sprague, whIch may h gs
been 'bl' d av~. responsl e III a egree for moving in 1139&
to Davenport. To Mr. and Mrs. Inkster five
sons and one daughter have been born, na~ely
John, Jr., James S., Charles A., ArchibaldH'
Lawrence A., an.d Euphemia J. Charles and
Archibald are deceased.

•••

JOHN INKSTER, JR.} deputy postmaster
of Davenport, Lincoln county, was born at
Shields, I?urham county, Engl~nd, July 24,
1857. HIS father, John, Sr., IS a native of
Shetland Isle, Great Britain, and he is men
tioned elsewhere ,in this work. The mother
is a native of the same place.

John Inkster, our subject, when two years
old went to Shetland Isle and there he attended
the public schools until 1865, when his familv
came to the United States, locating first ~t
Chicago. Here our subject resumed'his studies,
but two years afterward his family removed !()

.Kankakee county, Illinois, and in I877 to Ore
gon. Until 1880 he worked with his father
in the cultivation of a farm, near Eugene, Lane
county, Oregon. That year he came to Lincoln
county, \Vashington, filed on a homestead, and
later his parents joined him. In 1890 he rented
his farm and engaged in business, in Spokane.
During the 1894 session of the Washington
legislature Mr.. Inkster served as assistant ser
geant-at-arms, of the senate, at Olympia. He
was in the Puget Sound country one year,
acting as deputy grain inspector in Seat~le, and
one year in British Columbia engaged m con:
tracting and building. He has been deput)
postmaster at Davenport during the past fire'

Years. As a Republican he has served as dele
. . I on

gate to many county state and terntona c .
, h enventions. Mr.. Inkster has two brot ers m

btioned elsewhere and one sister. Decem er
17 1888' at Sp~kane he was united in mar-

" , . d the
riage to Maude Brace, born In Cana a,

. M (G'b on) Brace,daughter of LOUIS J. and ary I s f'
. d h mother ()the father a natIVe of Cana a,. t e. Seattle.

Ireland At present they reSIde 111 e. b' twer
The paternal grandparents of our su Jee 1
natives of the state of New York: the ~ate~~:
grandparents of Ireland. Mrs. Inkster as
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th S John S owner of the \;Yestern Mills,bro cr," .
h largest lumbering manufactory m Seattle,
~n~ Harry G., resi~ing at S.eattle and repre-

';ng the Gray Llthographmg Company, of
sen" f . H'New York city. She has our sIsters, arnett,
.'fe of Knox Johnston, of Spokane; Kath-

1H • f h fi f'ne wife of B. Gard Ewmg, ate nn a
en , k'fGray, Ewing & Company, Spa ane; Mary, WI e
of H. A. P. Myers, of Davenport; and Reba,
wife of Matthew E. Scurry, of Seattle. Three
boys have been ~rn to Mr. and Mrs. Inkster,
Frederick c., LoUIS J., and James Henry, ag~
fourteen, twelve and four, respectively. Mr.
Inkster is a member of the K. O. T. M., and the
Davenport Commercial Club. Mrs. Inkster is
a member of the Woman's Study Circle and the
1. O. T. M.

•••

CHARLES E. KELLUM, one of the com
missioners of Lincoln county, progressive, pub
lic-spirited, and enterprising, resides at Odessa.
He was born in Muscatine county, Iowa, June
2, r868, the son of Alfred and Amy (Mills)
Kellum. The father was a native of Marion
county, Indiana, and his parents were earIy
pioneers of that state. He died in r893. The
mother, born in Ohio, still lives at Joplin, Mis-

•soun.
When our subject was six years of age

his parents removed to Jasper county, Mis
souri, where he remained until the spring of
r890, attending district school and working
on a farm with his father. That ~ean he went
to San Diego, California, remaining ten months
engaged in various employments. Thence he
went to Fresno, same state, and in r898 rented
a farm in partnership with his brother. He
then came to Lincoln county, and purchased
two and three-quarters sections of land from
~he Northern Pacific Railway Company, also
m,Partnership with his brother, and aside from
thIS each filed on a homestead claim. They
now cultivate five sections mainly devoted to
wh t d '. ea an are considered amana- the most prom-
mentf' '"armers In the county. Mr. Kellum has
t:v~ brothers and three sisters' \Villiam L. re-
sldm Od ' ,S g .at essa; and Noah M., a fannen of
Lan DIego, California; Ella, widow of Elw<XX1
~fzenby; Ida, wife of John Wilson' and Nettie,

WI e of Edm d D' '.hi h un enmson, a professor III the
g A~choOI of Kansas City, Missouri.

. Carthage, Missouri, January 25, 1899,

our subject was married to Addie Gates, born
in Illinois. Her father, John Gates, a native
of Illinois, now lives' at Carthage, Missouri,
where he is engaged in farming. She has three
brothers; Wilkes, of Galena, Kansas; J effer
son, of the same place; and 'vVilliam, living at
the old home in Carthage. She has one sister,
Eliza, widow of George Johnson, of Carthage.

To Mr. and Mrs. Kellum has been born one
boy, Glenn, on August 27, 1901. Politically,
Mr. Kellum is a Republican and was elected
county commissioner in 1902. He is a mem
ber of Washington Lodge, No. 195, 1. O. O.
F., at Odessa. Mrs. Kellum was graduated
from the Carthage high school, and for several
years taught in Jasper county, Missouri. The
family is highly esteemed in the comm'l11ity of
Odessa and throughout Lincoln county where
they have a wide circle of friends and ac
quaintances.

•••

J. WAVERLY ANDERSO~, one of the
most prominent and one of the earliest pioneers
of Lincoln county, and for several terms audi
tor of the county, resides at Davenport. He
was born in Chesterfield county, Virginia,
March 1 I, r 844, the son of Peter H. and Jane
R. (Aiken) Anderson. Dr. Peter H. Ander
son was a successful planter and practitioner of
medicine of high standing and extended repu
tation. Both father. and mother now reside in
Yolo county, California. To her immediate
family belonged that fine old country seat in
Virginia, known as Verina, on the banks of the
James river, seven miles below the city of
Richmond. During the late war between the
states it was known as Aiken's Land,ing, and
was a point for the exchange of prisoners.

The parents of our subject, when he was
fourteen years old, removed to the county of
Henrico, near Richmond, ane! subsequently
moved into the city where they resided until
1861. D.r. Anderson, considering the necessity
of educating his sons, of whom there were five,
purchased a farm in Pr.ince Edward county,
Virginia, in the neighborhood of the celebrated
Hampden Sidney College, and of this institu
tion his sons received the benefit. These educa
tional plans were, however, frostrated by the
opening of the Ci\·,il War. Our subject, at the
age of seventeen, entered the confederate serv
ice in Company B, Twelfth Virginia Batallion
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of Light Artillery. Twelve months thereafter
he' was promoted to a First Lieutenancy under
the command of General G. W. Curtis Lee,
and saw considerable service and endured many
hardships. Following the close of the war
Mr. Anderson engaged rin the mercantile busi
ness at Meherin, Prince Edward· county, and
later at Farmville, Virginia. In 187 I he ar
rived in Yolo county, California, accompanied
by his family.

In 1872 Mr. Anderson was united in mar
r.iage to Miss Hannah Elizabeth Glascock,
daughter of George and Elizabeth Glascock,
formerly of Culpeper county, Virginia. In
February, 1884, our subject came to Lincoln
county, \Vashington, filed on one hundred and
sixty acres of land, built a house and was joined
by his family in October of the same year. His
enterprise was successful, and he gradually ac
quired more land, but ,in 1890 he disposed of
this property and was elected county auditor,
on the Democratic ticket. serving four. years.
One year thereafter he followed the mercantile
business. in Sprague. but was burned out. Fol
lowing this disastrous fire he became a clerk
in Davis & Gray's general merchandise store,
at Sprague, going thence to Spokane. Re
moving to Harrington he engaged in the mer
cantile business with A. C Billings, closing out
his interest at the end of the year to his part
ner. He then came ttl Davenport where he
was elected auditor by over eleven hundred
majority, on the Democratic ticket, the largest
majonity eve!' given any candidate for office
in the county. 1\·1r. Anderson served two terms,
and is at present deputy auditor under A. S.
Brown who was his deputy for four years. He
is secretary of the Montana Scotch Bonnet Cop
per & Gold l'dining Company and the King

. Gold & Copper Mining Company, near Valley
station, Stevens county, \Vashington. He is a
member of tbe Lincoln County Pioneer Society,
the A. F. & A. M.. the K. of P .. of which he
is past C C. and of the 1. O. O. F., being past
grand.. The familv of Mrs. Anderson dates
back to the Jamestown settlement, Virginia,
the Glascock!Jparticipating in the Revolutionary
and other wars. A grandfather of our subject
was. also, active in the war of the Revolution.

Nine children have been born to Mr. and
Mrs. Anderson; Peter H .. dying in infancy;
Virginia A., wife of A. W. Lindsay, cashier
of the Fidelity Bank, Spokane; Annie E., wife

-
of E. W. Anderson, of Davenport.; Henry G.,
of Nesperce, Idaho; Ernest R, 111 SPokane'
J. Waverly; B. Brook; Robert E. L.; and c'
May N. .. .

Mr. Anderson is a gentlem~n whose hospit_
able beanng and gemal dIsposition have
re?de~ed him markedly and {\eservedly popular
WIth .11S large number of acquaintances both
here and in the east.

II ••

JESSE A. McNALL, who resides thirteen
miles northwest from Sprague, was born near
Roseburg, Oregon, on March 4, 1858. His
father, Edmund F. McNall. was born in Can
ada, and is now living in \Valla \iValla retired.
He followed stock raising in the west for a
good many years. The mother, Susan A.
(lshim) McNall. died in Whitman county. i~

June. 1902. The family moved from the \Vil
lamette valley to the vicinity of Prescott, Wash
ington, in 1860. There our subject studied
during the first sixteen years of his life in the
common schools and also assisted his father in
handling stock. At the age of sixteen, he be
gan work for himself and followed that stead
ily until twenty-one years of age, then r.ented
the father's place for a year. \Vhen twenty
two. he came to Lincoln county, arriving here
in the spring. He homesteaded a portion of
the place where he no\\' resides and at once
began opening up a farm, and to the work of
farmillg and stock raising he has given his
attention since. He is also one of the most
successful threshing machine operators in the
country.

On the 9th of March. 1879. Mr. McNall
married Miss Juliatha Brannan. the wedding.
occurring at Colfax. Mrs. McNall was ~rn
while her parents were crossing the plams.
Her father, Thomas J. Brannan. is a natIve of
Indiana and died August 22, 1894. on the Co
lumbia river at Pearl, \Vashington. He was
justly a pioneer of the coast country. HIS

widow, Elmira (Rogers) Brannan, was ~rn
in Ohio and nGW resides at Peach, Washmg
ton aged sixtv-fi\'e. She accompanied her hus-, _. To
band across the plains with ox teams.,
Mr. and Mrs. McNall the following chlld~en
have been born: Mrs. Daisy P. Anderson, h~
. . h' El . M A 'e B Wt!-mg m t IS county; - mIra ., nm " M
liam A., and Charles E., all at home. ! r.
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McNaIl belongs to the 1. O. O. :r:. and also the

Inent He came to LIncoln countyencamp .
without means and has so labored and !Uanaged
I' affairs that he now owns a beautIful two
s~~ry residence, handsomely fu;nished and pro
,'d d with all modern convemences; an estate

\fl e e section of first class wheat land, which
(jon d I"is weIl improved and all un er cu tlvahon; a
band of cattle; and much other property. Mr.
McNaIl is certainly to be commended upon the
success he has achieved in the northwest and
during this time he has also been ?Ies~ed with
a pleasing famtly, whIch he and hIS wIfe have
raised to be honorable men and women. He is
a respected citizen and is to be classed as one of
the real builders of Lincoln county.

Mrs. Daisy P. Anderson, the eldest daugh
ter of our subject and his wife, was the first
white child in Lord's valley, and her sister, El
mira M.. was the first white child born there.
:Mr. McNaIl turned the first furrow in that val
ley and altogether was one of the earliest pio
neers.

•••

FREDRICK M. SCHEIBNER is a vener
able and highly esteemed citizen of Lincoln
county. whose labors in the line of agriculture
have shown him to be possessed not only of
those stanch qualities which make the true
pioneer, but also of ability that has won a finan
cial success here. and of integrity and sound
principles which ingratiate him securelv in the
good wiIl and high commendation of hi~ fellow
men.

Fredrick M. Scheibner was born in Ger
~any. o? March 23, 1833, the son of Christian

. Scheibner. HIS education was received in
the thorough schools of the Fatherland and
when the time came to lay by the boDks of the
~choolroom, he was at once apprenticed to
earn the cabinet maker's trade. Having com
pleted this in excellent manner he then came
to the ti . '1' 'me at ml Itary service in his countrv
~d at once turned his attention to martial Ii f~.
h pon .the completion of those stirring days,
eddeCIded to bid farewell to his home, friends.

a~ nattve land, and try his fortune in the land
0, promise beyond the waters. Mr. Scheibner
"as a true d '. .sft' an patnotlc supporter of the In-
n~ uttO~lS of the Fatherland, but still he has
fo:t:nt ad, occasion to regret his joining his

wIth the famous continent of the west.

He settled in Tennessee upon arriving in the
United States and there he wrought assiduously
until 1887, when the rumors of the fertile west
led him to sell his eastern farm and try the
land of the setting sun. In the year last men
tioned, Mr. Scheibner located in Linooln coun
ty, about seven miles northwest from where
Wilbur now stands, taking a homestead, which
was the nucleus of his present estate, the bal
ance of which has been acquired by purchase
from the railroad company. He has devoted
himself industriously to farming and building
up the country, and has certainly made a first
class success.

In 1861, Mr. Scheibner married Miss Jo
hannah K, daughter of Henry and Caroline
(Smith) \Voltersdorf, natives of Germany.
Mrs. Scheibner was horn in Amsterdam, in
1836, and has been a faithful partner in all
her husband's labors and successes.

To Mr. and Mrs. Scheibner the following
named children have been born, Charles F.,
Lenora S., Louise S., William F., Fred T., Lily
M., Oswald R .. and Henry J.

Mr. and Mrs. Scheibner have always so
dealt in their career that no one is able to
say other words than praise and their upright
ness has won them hosts of friends. They are
now spending the golden years of their life
in the quiet enjoyment of the fruits of their
labors. being surrounded with their children and
friends.

•••

FRIEDRICH STOLP resides nine miles
west of Sprague, on Crab creek. He o\\'ns nine
hundred and sixty acres of land. one section
of which is raising wheat. He has a beautiful
spring. that supplies water for the premises,
and various other imprO\'ements that are needed
for comfort and convenience on the farm. He
is one of the wealthy men of the section and
has gained his property entirely since coming
to the Big Bend country.

Friedrich Stolp was born in Prussia, Ger
many. on January 3, 1848, the son of Chris
tian and Eva (Bloom) Stolp, natives of Prus
sia. Gernlany. The father died in 1885 in the
same place where he was born. The mother
died in 1871. Friedrich was well educated in
the schools of his native country and in 1871,
he sailed from Bremen to New York and thence
went to Canada. There he wrought on the farm
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until 1885 in which year' he journeyed to Cali
fornia and did mining until the spring of 1893
when he came to Washington and traded for
the relinquishment where he now lives. He
has remained in the same place ever since,
adding to his estate by purchase until he has
a large and valuable farm.

In 1876, Mr. Stolp married Miss Sophia
Seidling, a native of Canada. Her: father died
in 1868. To this union the following named
children have been born, John, Edward, Fred
erick, Jr., Charles, Edwin, Henry, Frank, Ida
and Rosie. Mr. and Mrs. Stolp are members
of the German Lutheran church and are highly
respected in the neighborhood. In addition to
his farm, Mr. Stolp has a fine band of cattle
and is one of the progressive and up-to-date
men of the county.

•••

JOSIAH J. BROWN was born in Colum·
biana county, Ohio, on October 6, 1846. He
is now one of the wealthy and substantial
farmers in Lincoln county and resides about
six miles southeast of Edwall, where he owns
a large estate. He came here about 1883, com
ing from Iowa to San Francisco, thence to
Portland, on to \Valla Walla and from that
place by wagon to his present location. He
owns seven hundred and thirty-nine acres of

•

good land, four hundred of ,,!lich are devoted
to the production of wheat and tht balance to
pasture. He has a band of ('"Hie, plenty of
horses and equipments for: his farm, and other
property. His place is well improved with
buildings and other conveniences and during
the winter the family reside in Sprague where
he owns a good residence. Mr. Brown's pa
rents are James and Catherine (Fox) Brown.
They were both born in Pennsylvania, and died
in Iowa, the father in 1855 and the mother in
1881. When six years of age, our subject came
to Iowa with his parents and then six years.
later he started out for himself. He went to
Illinois and there received his education, work
ing for his board and clothes during the sum
mer and winter and attendi;;g school during
the winter months. At the age of eighteen
he enlisted at Monmouth, Illinois, in the Forty
seventh Illinois Infantry and served one year.
He participated in the battles of the Spanish

Fort and Fort Blakely and did efficient
ices as a soldier until mustered out at S~~erv
Alabama, in January, 1866, having been in~~
ranks one year. He then devoted himself t
farming in Henderson county, Illinois I~
1874, he came west to Iowa and a second time
purchased a farm near Red Oak which"
his home until 1883, when he took the jour~as
west above mentioned. Mr. Brown did sere~
ices in various public capacities, having bee'
~ssessor and justice of the pe~ce in Iowa, an~
In 1894, was elected treasurer m Lincoln Coun
ty.. He is.a man oLgood ability and unques
tioned integrity and has won the esteem and
respect of all who know him. Mr. Brown has
the following brothers and sisters, Morgan D.,
Thomas V., Harmon P., Mrs. Mary McMillen
Mrs. ~lizabeth Dobbin, Mrs. Lavina J. Weaver:

On October 28, 1868, at Olena, Illinois,
Mr. Brown married Miss Adaline W. Starling
and to them five children have been born; Mrs.
Minnie E. Misner of Sprague; Mrs. Nettie K.
McDonald of Medical Lake; Arthur C. at
tending college at Pullman; Zaida A.; and
Spencer A. at home. Mrs. Brown was born in
Greene county, Indiana, on August 17, 1850.
When small, she went with her parents to Ohio,
remaining about nine years. Then they re
moved back to Indiana, where the mother died,
when this daughter was fourteen years of age.
Then she went to live with her sister, Mrs.
Mary Starling. In September. 1865, she came
with her: brother to Olena, Illinois, and there·
she married Mr. Brown, as stated above. Mrs.
Brown's father Israel Starling, was of Scotch
ancestry and ; relative of Lord Sterling, the
name being changed when they came to Amer
ica. He died at f\:arrison, Ohio, in 1853- The
mother, Cinderella Sultzer, was born. in Vlr
ginia, on March 6, 1800, and when qUIte small,
came with her father Dr. Sultzer, to Ken-, th
tucky where he took a homestead, the man

, be' theof the famous Mammoth cave mg on. . 84-
claim. She removed thence to OhIO, 1U I . J'

and was married three time durin.g her hi~
She was a relative of Abraham Lmcoln. .
1865 her death occurrecl, the day being

h
m

February. Mrs. Brown has one half brat er~
William Smith, of Red Oak, Iowa: and :,
sister, Mrs. Sadie Sharpnack, of Wtlbur,

county. . h first
Mr. Brown assisted to orga11lze t e

•
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I I dl'strict and the first Methodist church
~~ .

Rock creek, and has always been enterpns-
on nd active in furthering the interest of themg a .
communIty.

JOHN A. LEVEL, deputy sheriff of Lin-

I county and residing at Davenport, thecon '. .
county seat, was born m Iowa county, \t\Tlscon-
'n June 5 18~6. His parents were James and51, ,oJ .

Susan (Garrison) Level. The father, a natIve
of Cambridgeshire, England, came to the
United States when he was twelve years of age,
accompanied by his p~rents. The:y located nea.r
Dodgeville, Wisconsll1, and durmg the CIVl!
War the father served in Company C, Thirty
first Wisconsin Infantry. He was with the
army two years and eight months. bei.ng
wounded in battle and returned home. He dled
at Randolph, Nebraska, August 3, 1903. The
mother died when our subject was five years
old.

John A. Level. was reared, principally, in
Wisconsin, and at the age of twenty-two he
faced the world for, himself. In 1878 he was
in Colorado, thence going to the Puget SoundJ
country,and subsequently to the \Villamettei
valley. He was at The Dalles, Oregon, through
the summer of 1879, and the same fall he went
to Walla Walla, \Vashington. In February,
1880, he began working for the Northerd
Pacific Railway Company, with which he con
tinued four years. The fall of that year he
filed on a homestead seven miles northeast of
Davenport, and during the intervening six
years between 1884 and 1890 he was engaged
successfully in farming. Disposing of his prop
erty he removed to Davenport, but subsequently
~ur.chased other lands six miles from the city
hmlts, which he cultivated until 1894. In 1896
Mr..Level became city marshal of Davenport,
Servlllg two years. Afterward he filled the
office of. deputy sheriff, did teaming, conducted
a threshlllg machine and engaged in other em
ployments. January 12, 1903 he was appointed
deputy sheriff and disposed of his threshing
?utfit. He Owns a substantial home residence
~n Davenport. Our subject has four half
rothers, James W., Leonard A., Jonas and Jo-

D
seph, and one full sister Sarah wife of Daniel

I "H~nna lue. a farmer living near Davenport.
IS half sisters are Alice, wife of James \Vag-

goner' Ed'tl 'f .,
, 1 1, WI e of Luther Knss: Anl11e.

wife of George Creighton; and Helen, who is.
single and resides at home with her mother,
the step-mother of our subject.

October 28, 1882, near Rathdrum, Idaho,
Mr. Level was married to Ella Quinn, born at
Grinnell, Iowa, September 2, 1865. Her fa
ther, Peter Quinn, was a native of Ireland; the
mother, Delia (Munroe) Quinn, a native of
Canada, now residing in Spokane. Mrs. Level
has fiv,e brothers, John, \t\Tilliam, Peter, Ed
ward and Frank. She is the mother of four
children, Minnie, a teacher, and a graduate of
the Davenport high school; Anna, John and
Edward, living at home. Mr. Level is a mem
ber of the 1. O. O. F., A. 0. U. W., M. W. A.,
K. O. T. M., and the A. F. & A. ?-1., all of
Davenport. He is a Republican, and has beeIli
a member of the city council and is now presi
dent of the school board.

•••

JOHN P. MARTIN. one of the commis
sioners of Lincoln county, well and fa \'orably
known to a large circle of acqualntances, re
sides four miles north and east of Sherman.
He was born in IIower county, Minnesota,
January I, 1863. His parents, Peter and An
nie (Anderson) Martin. were born in Norway,
the father coming to the United States in the
early 'fifties. He now resides near Sherman,
cultivating four hundred acres of land. The
mother, who was married ,in Norway, came'
to this country with her husband, and died in
Minnesota in 1872.

Minnesota was the field of our subject's
youthful exploits, where he remained until he'
was twenty-five years of age, attending school
and working on a farm. At that age he mar
ried and removed to :Washington, locating on
the property where he at present resides. He
cultivates four hundred and eighty acres, mainly
devoted to wheat. He has two brothers, An-

I drew and Martin, who are prosperous Minne
I sota farmers. His sister, Mary. is th~ wife o'f
, C. Jorgenson, a Mower county, Ml11nesota,

farmer. He has three half brothers, Albert,
Henry, and Emil, boys living at home with their
parents, and three half sisters, Clara, wife of

I Julius Kordby, a Douglas county farmer and
I stock raiser; Petra, wife of Newton Spiegel, ofI \Vilbur, Washington; and Lizzie, living at

home.
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Mr. Martin was married, in Mower county,

Minnesota, March 2, 1888, to Mary Bergeson,
daughter of John and Annie (Jorgenson)
Bergeson, both natives of Norway. They now
live in Freeborn county, Minnesota. Mrs. Mar
tin has one brother, Elmer, and several sisters.

Politically, Mr. Martin is a Republican, and
has taken as active an interest in party issues
as his business would permit. In 1902 he was
elected county commissioner, running ahead
of his ticket and polling the second heaviest
vote in the county. 'He has served as delegate
to county conventions. Fraternally, he is a
member of Tuscan Lodge, No. 81, A. F. &
o--\.. M., Wilbur, Washington, and the A. O.
U. W., of Wilbur. He is a popular, influential,
and progressive citizen of Lincoln county, and
one whose business sagacity and sterling hon
esty have won the confidence of all.

• ••

SIDNEY G. NOBLE, assessor of Lincoln
county, \Vashington. is at pr,esent in Daven~

port, though his residence is on Indian creek.
October 22, 1863, his birth occurred at Fair
field, Iowa, he being the son of Christian E.
and Zilpha K. (Reese) Noble, natives of Penn
sylvania. The father and mother are of Ger
man extraction, and were pioneers in Jefferson
county, being the fourth farmers to settle jn
that vicinity. The father has lived there about
sixty years. The mother was called from earth,
:'larch 10, 1886.

Having been reared and educated in Iowa
until the age of sixteen years our subject, Sid
ney G. Noble, removed to Colorado, where ht:
engaged in railroad work and other. employ
ments, rode the range and was foreman on a
sheep ranch. After three years passed in Col
orado he returned home, remaining, however,
but eight days, and going thence to San Fran
cisco and Seattle. Within a short time he went
to the Yakima country and thence to \Valla
Walla, Washington. April I, 1885, Mr. Noble
came to Davenport, Lincoln county. His first
employment was with Charles C. May. He
then filed on a preemption and found employ
ment in various occupations. Returning to
\Valla Walla he spent a few months in that
vicinity, and came back to Lincoln county and
iiled on a homestead which he cultivated suc
oeessfully sixteen years. He engaged in the

saw mill business and also in placer mini
at Hellgate, in Ferry county. November

ng
,

1902 he was elected to his present office as 4,
Republican, receiving a majority of ninet~-nin:
votes, and running ahead of his ticket. Since
then he has leased his mining property to JUdge
Neal and E. D. Reiter. Mr. Noble has one
brother and two sisters, Artemas 0 .. of lIiew
London, Iowa, editor and proprietor of the
Farmer Times; Laura, wife of John Smeaton
Fairfield, Iowa; and Mrs. Lillian Oswalt, of
Iowa.

March I I, 1891, at Indian creek, Lincoln
county, our subject was married to Pearl G.
\Vebb. M rs. Noble has one brother, William,
daughter of Hector and Mary (Baldwin)
Webb. Mrs. Noble has one brother. William,
who conducts a lodging house in Spokane. Two
children have been born to 1\1r. and Mrs. Noble,
Christian E., aged eleven, and Hazel M., five
years of age. Fraternally, our subject is a mem
ber of the \V. \V. of Davenport. the Fraternal
Army of America, the Royal Highlanders, of
which he has been illustrious protector since its
organization, the last two of Peacb. He is a
Republican and has been a delegate to county
conventions. but never very active in poJit;cs.

On April 20, 1900, Mr. ::\oble had the mis
fortune to lose his left hand in the planer at his
saw mill. The entire hand, except the thuulb
was severed. .

•••

ISAAC J. MINNICK, treasurer of Lin
coln county, was born in Missouri, June I~,
1856, and is now residing at Davenport. He IS
the son of Henry and Elizabeth (Williams)
Minnick both natives of Tennessee and both. . .'
descended from old and prominent VlrgmJa,

families. During the Civil War the fat~er
served in the union army two years, and dIed
in Kansas in 1869. The mother died !n 1892.

In the "Sunflower State" our subject was
reared and educated, the entire time of his study
being eighteen months in the district schools,
his parents having removed there ,,,ben he was
ten years of age. At the age of fourteen he
began the worM for himself in the same sec
tion of the country working in various hnes

, I' tnmof employment. He came to Was 1111g 0

1885 and filed on a homestead in the northeast
. I I I e sueportion of Lincoln county. ThIS an( 1

cessfully cultivated nine years, and was then
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pointed deputy county treasurer, residing at

~p rague. In 1895 Mr. Mi!1nick came to Dav
p art at the time of the removal of the county

enp , I d
t In IN)() he was e ecte county treasurer

sea. ';1--.. . I d f I
the Democratic ticket, runmng a lea 0 t le

on d'same three hundred an seventy-nme votes.
Our subject has four brothers and three

'sters' William, a Lincoln county farmer;
rohn ~nd Charles, following th~ same avoca
tion in Kansas; James, engaged In the grocery
busitiess in Kansas City, Missouri; Martha,
,,,ife of J. W. Huges: Sarah: wife of Will
iam Maulding; and Mary. wIfe of Clayburn
Fussman, a merchant in Arkansas.

March 8, 1883, at Centropolis. Kansas. Mr.
Minnick was united in marriage to Myra Hop
kins. a nati ve of Indiana. and the daughter of
Albert and Margaret (Caldwell) Hopkins. both
of Kentucky. They at present reside in St.
Louis, where the father is retired from active
business pursuits. Two children ha\'e been born
to Mr. and Mrs. Minnick. Mabel and Gertrude.
both living at home. Fraternally. our subject
is a member of the A. O. U. Woo \\T. W..
K. 0. T. M. and A. F. & A. M. Our sub
ject, his estimable wife, and his daughters are
members of the Chr,istian church. Mr. ~fin

nick is a popular gentleman. \"idely known
throughout eastern \iVashington, and highly es
teemed by all.

•••

JOHN J. INKSTER. sheriff of Lincoln
county, residing at Davenport. was born in
Scotland, August 14. 1859, the son of St.
Clair: and Margaret (Anderson) Inkster. na
tives of Scotland. With his parents John J.
Inkster came to the United States when he was
fOur years of age, his father following the avo
catIOns of a farmer, carpenter and ship car
p;nt.er, and with whom our subject worked.
Unl1l. the age of twenty-two he remained in
1111nOlS, and attended district school a com
mercial college, and Grand Prairie Se~inary at
~narga. Illinois. From the latter educational
lilt' .

S ltutlOn he was graduated in June. 1882.
?nd then came west with his parents. locating
:~Spo~,ane county, in what is known as the

gypt country, now in Lincoln county
twel , '1 'f \e ml es north of Davenport. where the
t~her and our subject secured land. Young
n ster worked'industriously there until Jan-

uary, 1892, when he was in the treasurer's
•

office of Lincoln county in the capacity of dep
uty where he remained twOl years. In the
campaign of 1894 he was a candidate for treas
urer on the Republican ticket, and was defeated
by only twelve votes. He then removed across
the international boundarv line and was asso
ciated with the Columbia & Kootenai Steam
Navigation Company, having charge of the of
fice at Trail. Subsequently he engaged in the
customs brokerage business. disposing of the
same in Septenlber, 1898, and going to Daven
port, Lincoln county. where he engaged in the
grain business. the firm being Inkster Brothers
& Company. In January, 1899. we find him in
the sheriff's office as deputy. and in 1902 he was
elected sheriff on the Republican ticket, securing
a large majority. and running far ahead of his
ticket.

Our subject has two brothers. \iVilliam P ..
ana George H .. residing at Davenport. He is
a member of Lincoln Lodge. No. 50, K. of
P .. of which he is past C. C. and district deputy.
and of Davenport Lodge. No. 55. of which he
is past master workman and of Acacia Lodge.
A. F. & A. M. February 14. 1889, in the
"Egypt" country. Mr. Inkster was married to
Margaret J. Moore. a native of Ontario, Can
ada. Her father. Thomas R. Moore, was a
native of England, and came to Canada with
his parents when a young lad. He died in
Lincoln county in 1895. Her mother. 1l'1ary E .
(McDonald) Moore. was born in Scotland and
at present resides at Davenport. Mrs. Inkster
has four brothers and one sister living. William
G.. Charles. John T., Hubert A .. and Mary E ..
wife of Thomas Goodlad. Mr. and Mrs.
Inkster have one daughter. Mabel A .. residing
at home. Her mother is a member of the
Pr,esbyterian church.

Mr. Inkster is a popular gentleman, widely
known throughout eastern Washington. anel
highly esteemed by all. In addition to the
original homestead which he took, his real es
tate holdings have increased to a total of three
hundred and seventy-five acres. His home
stead was taken in 1882.

•••
.

WARREN W. DOWNIE. clerk of Lin-
coln county. was born at Elkader. Iowa, April
9. 1871. His parents were John and Ruth
(Williams) Downie, both of whom are de-
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,ceased, The father. was a native of Canada,
his parents having come from Scotland, and
was a farmer and a pioneer of the northeast
·ern portion of Iow~. The mot~er, ~vho was a
native of the EmpIre State, dIed In Clayton

,county, Iowa. Her father was a native of Ver
mont and her mother of New York. He was a
·descendant of the old and prominent \Villiams
family of Revolutionary stock.

Our. subject was reared on a farm and at
tended school until he was fifteen years of age.
Returning to the farm he remained there until
he \\'as twenty. Graduating from the Capital
City Business College, of Des Moines, Iowa,
he became associated with a grain company in
that city in the capacity of a bookkeeper, and
was then given a station on the line with which
he remained until 1899, when he came to Dav
enport, vVashington. Here he remained only
,one month, going thence to Mohler, \Vash
ington, for the J. Q. Adams grain company,
with ,\"110m he continued continuously until he
was elected to his pr.esent office. This was in
1902. \Varren \V. Downie has two brothers,
Ray H., in Iowa, and John W., on the old

'homestead in that state, and one sister, Lillie,
wife of Samuel D. Burgeson, a farmer living
in Illinois.

Politically, our subject is a Republican and
he is still unmarried. His fraternal affiliations
are with Ariel Lodge, No. 354, 1. O. 0, F.,
·Churdan, Iowa, of which he is past grand, and
Morning Star Lodge, No. 59, A. F. & A. M.,
Jefferson, Iowa. Popular with all classes re
,gardless of fraternal or political affiliations,
1\1r. Downie is highly esteemed and an influen
tial factor in the community in which he re
sides.

•••

RICHARD G. JONES, who resides about
three miles south from Almira, has four sec
tions' of land devoted to general farming and
'Stock raising. In addition to thi s, he owns large
bands of cattle and is a very prosperous stock
man.

Richard·-"G. Jones was born in Cemmes,
Montgomeryshir.e, Wales, on April 18, 1849,
the son of Evan and Martha Jones, natives of
north Wales. In 1870 he came to the United
States, settling first in Johnson county, Iowa.
Farming occupied him for three years, then
.he went to Colorado and did both farming and

mining. A year and a half later, he Went to
Eureka, Nevada, where he gave his attent'

. d k' . I~to prospectmg an wor 1I1g 111 a reduction m'll
for five years. Thence hejourneyed to Arizo~a
and prospected near Signel for a year. Afte
that, he took a trip to his old home place ir
\-Vales, both to visit friends and recuperate hi~
health. During the following summer, he reo
turned to the United States, locating in Ne
braska. After a short time there, he came to
\Vashington and sought Ollt a home in Lin
coln county on \Vilson creek. He has remained
on this since, gathering large bands of cattle
and accumulating land. Owing to Mr. Jones'
wisdom and stamina, he has surmounted every
obstacle and has made himsel f one of tlie most
prosperous men in this part of the county. He
has two brothers, Edward C, a farmer in Lin
coln county and John E., a farmer in Wyman,
Nebraska.

Mr. Jones was raised under the influence of
the Episcopal church but is not a member. of
any denomination. He has ne\'er seen fit to
enter the matrimonial relation and still enjoys
the blessedness of a bachelor's life.

• ••

CHARLES H. KEAL, Superior Court
Judge, residing at Da\'enport, Lincoln county,
was bom in \Vest Virginia, KOYember 27,1859,
the son of Andrew D. and r"Ialinda (Newman)
Neal. The father was of an old and prominent
Virginia family, and for many years follo\\'e~
the vocation of a farmer. and \\'as justice ot
the peace for thirty con~ecuti\'e years in the
same district. He died at l\Iilton, West Vir
ginia, June 20, 1900. The mother is, also, a
native of Virginia, of a family of farmers, and
at present resides at Huntington, West Vir'

• •
gl111a.

Until 1889 Charles H. Neal was reared
and educated in West Virginia, graduatmg
from the high school at Milton. He. taught
school in the vicinity of his home until 1884,
during which period he assiduously read I.aw
and the same year was admitted to prac!lce,
In 1889 Ire removed to Sprague, washingto~i
where he continued in the practice of law untJ
1896, serving as county attorney from 18,92
until 1894. In 1896 he was elected supenOr

J•udge and is now serving his second term·
, h countyHe came to Davenport at the time t e ,



-

.
HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

•

43 1

t I
'as removed from Sprague to that town.

sea \ b h d .Our subject has two rot ers an two sIsters,
John M., a farmer,. and ~eorge 1., ': lawyer,
both of West Vir~mJa; Ahce E., supenntende?t
of schools for Lmcoln county: and ~.aggl.e,

'fe of David Nevelle, a dentist, resldmg m
~luntington, West Virginia.

On December 31, 1891, at Gallipolis, Ohio,
Judge Neal was. united i.n marri,:ge to Sadie
M. Martin, a native of OhIO. She IS the daugh
ter of Pleasant and Ellen Martin, of Virginia,
both of whom are dead. Mrs. Neal has five
brothers; John, an attorney, of Ironton, Ohio;
Marion a farmer of West Virginia; Henry N.,, .
an attorney of Davenport, Lmcoln county;
Emory W. and James A. Martin, Ohio farmers.
Mrs. Neal has one sister living, Mattie A., wife
of J. M. \Vhittaker, a teacher and farmer liv
ing at Sprague, Washington. Judge and Mrs.
Neal have been called upon to mourn the loss
of two children. Their smviving son is Fred
1., aged fi fteen years.

Politically, Judge Neal is a staunch Demo
crat. and influential in the councils of that
party. Fraternally, he is a member of the K.
P., W. \/v'., A. O. U. W., all of Davenport.
Judge Neal is interested in mining, in Ferry,
Stel'ens and Okanogan counties. Judge Neal
is universally loved and respected by all with
whom he is thrown into social or business re
lations.

• • •

JOHN R. DAVIDSON, farmer and dairy
man, and one of the commissioners of Lincoln
county, resides four miles west of Reardan. He
was born in Butte county California March, ,
18, 1855, the son of Vance L. and Harriet M.
(Pierce) Davidson. The father was a native
of Kentucky: and died in 1882, in'Siskiyou
{;ounty, CalItornia. The mother is descended
from an old and prominent New York
~ml1y. in which state she was born.

er husband and father were the first
sett! .. ers 1ll Savannah, Carroll county, Illi-
noiS. and Davidson street in that city
was na I f. mee a ter the father of our sub-
!ec~ Mrs. Harrjet M. Davidson now resides
III an Francisco, California.
188In that state our subject was reared until

. I, :ecelvIng the greater portion of his edu-
'Cahan In S' k' . .()f Ii IS IYou county. WIth the exception

ve years passed in freighting he followed

the business of farming and dairying. In 1881
he came to the state of \Vashington and he
now owns five quar,ter sections of land, four
hundred acres of which are devoted to wheat.
He has a band of one hundred head of cattle,
mostly graded stock, and a registered Holstein
bull. At the Lincoln county fair, in 1901 he
captured the first prize with this animal, but he
has since sold him. Three cows, of which he
was the owner, took first, second and third

•
pnzes.

Mr. Davidson has two brothers, George A.
and Dow L., the former in charge of his broth
er's dairy, and the latter a gardner and farmer
in California. He has six sisters living: Mary,
wife of Edward E. Price; Almira, widow of
Robert O'Neil; Jeanette, wife of Martin
Parker; Sila, wife of Jackson Bean; Carrie,
wife of James Fletcher; and Olive, wife of
B. S. Ward.

July 26, 1882, in Siskiyou county, Cali
fornia, our subject was married to Susie Cory,
a native of Indiana. Her father, Henry C,
and mother, Hannah (Eller) Cory, are both
dead. Mrs. Davidson has. four sisters: Mary,
wife of J. H. Walker.; Lida, wi fe of Charles
Mote; Elda, wife of James Estes; and Ina,
wife of Albert Denny. She has five brothers,
Louis, Aaron E., Elsie N., \Villiam, and Frank.
Mr. and Mrs. Davidson have five children,
Harold P., Ralph E., Ernest A., Iva A., and
Halsey N., the three latter residing at home.
Mr. Davidson is a member of the 1. O. O. F.,
Reardan Lodge, No. 84. For seven years
Mrs. Davidson was a school teacher in Siskiyou
county, California. At present Mr. Davidson
is, politically, independent. Two years he was
an advocate of the principles of the People's
party. Previous to that he w·as a Republican.
In 1901 he was elected county commissioner on
the Democrat ticket, the Democrats having
fused with the members of the People's party.
At present Mr. Davidson is residing in Rear
dan, where he purchased a nice home property
to which he removed his family.

•••

W. BOLTES TOMPERS resides about a
mile south from Tipso, where he devotes his
attention to overseeing his large estate of nine
hundred and sixty acres. The place is a model
wheat farm and all nndel1 cultivation. It is
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supplied with first Class buildings arrd all other
improvements required in a larg£estate of this
kind. In addition to this, Mr·. Tompers has
.plenty of farm machinery of .-all ·kinds and a
steam threshing outfit. which he operates every
year.

\11/. Baltes Tampers was born in Germany,
on September. 12, 1849, the son of Theodore I

and Rosie (Ackerman) Tampers. natives of
Germany. The father brought his family to
America in 1857 and settled in \\'isconsin.
Later, he moved to Minnesota, where he died in. .
1900. The mother died in 1878. Our sub-
ject was educated in the district schools of

.Minnesota and also learned the arts of the me
chanical engineer, being very skilful iii this line.
·He was more or less on his father's farnl until
twenty-seven years of age, he then took a trip
to the coast,being well suited with the country.
In 1884 he moved to Puget sound, "'here he
vias engaged in building a saw mill, for one year.
He then went to Portland, and in 1886, was
sent to Dayton, \Vashington by the Minnesota
Chief Threshing Machine Company as an ex
pert to operate their machines. T\"o years later,
he came to \Vilbur and built a mill north of
Creston. Spbsequently, he put in a planing I
mill at \Vilbur and ran a lumber yard for a
while. 'While Mr. Tonipers was in the planing
mill. he had the great misfortune to lose his
right arm, which incapacitated him for active
labor for two whole years. Then in 1891.
Mr. Tampers took a position as engineer in the
Columbia River. Milling Company at Wilbur
where he served five years. In 1897, he bought
some of the land where he now lives and since
then has added by purchase unttl he has a sec
tion and· one-half. Since 1897, he has given
his attention largely to the oversight of his
fann. He started in the world with nothing
and in 1891" found himself $2,000 in debt.
while today he is one of the wealthy men of
Lincoln county, having gained the entire hold
ing as theresult of his caref.ul labors and wis
dom.

In 1878, Mr Tampers marri'ed Miss Susie,
daughter. 0' John and Mary (Sterns) Peiffer.
Mrs. Tampers was born in Forest City, Minne
sota: The father was a pioneer to Minnesota
and had experienced much trouble with the
Indians. In 1862 he was driven from his home
by the Sioux and' was. forced to take refuge in
the fort at Forest City. He was a prominent

and well~to-do man.· His ,\rife was his
. . II h' bl com·pamon m a . IS .t,rou ~s and shared also his

success 'Iater m h.te, ·bemg a highly respected
lady. Mr. and Mrs. ~ompers ·have three chil.
dren, Mrs. Lavma Klllg, Jessie and George.

• ••

HaN. NATHAN T. CATON. This is a
na.me .well and f~vorably ~wn throughout
\\asl~ll1gt~n ..Emmen! as a Junst the subject
of thIS article IS one ot the earlIest of pioneers
in the Big Bend country. ha\'ing come here
anterior to the creation of \Vashinglon as a
territory.

?\'athan T. Caton. now a prominent allor
Iley residing at Davenport. Li11coln county, was
born at St. Louis, January 6. 1832. His
parents were George \V. and Sarah H.
(Moore) Caton, the father a nati\'e of :\1exan
dria, Virginia; the mother of \\'estmoreland
coullty. IVIaryland. The paternal grandfather
\vas an Irishman and served ,,,ith distinction in
the Re\'olution, and our subject \"ell remembers
hearing him describe the battle of ~I9nmouth.

He died at the advanced age of ninety-eight
years. The father of Judge Caton, who was
bv a\'ocatioll a tailor. was born in 1800 and
passed away at tbe conclusion of the Civil War,
ill 1865. The maternal grandfather was
Nathan Moore. a soldier during the War of
1812. He participated in the battle of B1adens·
burg. at the time \Vashington city was bur~ed
b\- the British, and the mother of our subject. .
,,-as in that city at the time.

The parents of Judge Caton removed to
Boone\riIIe. Missouri, when he ,,-as less than
a year old. Subsequently he was matriculated
in the Columbia University. at Colum~la.
Boone county. but his father having met With
financial reverses. he ,vas compelled to leave
college in his senior year. and before graduat·
ino-. He then entered a mercantile house as
salesman and bookkeeper. and in 1849,.when
seventeen years of age, crossed the plallls to
Cali fornia driving' an ox team. There .he

, . I fiftiesmined for a few months and earlv 111 t le
~ I' thewent to Oregon where he talight schoo 111

far-famed Willamette vaIley. Returnin~:
California in the spring of 1851 he rema~~il_
there five months then went back to the .

, I h n thelamette valley where he was locate( w e
act creating the territory of \Vashington waS
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d by congress. In 1857 he was appointed
passe . f

t aster of Salem, Oregon, servmg our
pas m when he was elected clerk of Marion
y~rsty' He read law with Governor Lafayette
coun. U'dS'
G 'er who was later mte tates senator

rO\ . h' h . d h hfrom Oregon,. since w IC peno e as
cticed continuously. In 1866 he r,e

~~ved to Silver c;ity, Owy.hee co~~ty,
Idaho, practicing hIS ~rofesslOn, mlnmg
and conducting for a time a newspaper,
the Owyhee Bullion. With his family
he came to Walla Walla, Washington,
practiced his profession and was three times
elected to the legislature. During his last term
Judge Caton introduced bil~s creati~g Dou~~as,
Franklin, Adams and Asotm counties, wntmg
personally all of these measures and intr?
ducing them. He was speaker of the h<;>use m
1872 . He served one. ter.m as prosecu~mg at
torney during the terntonal days. and m 1898
was elected prosecuting attorney of Lincoln
county, serving four years.

April 14, 1853, our subject was married to
Martha A. Herren, a native of Indiana. The
ceremony was solemnized at Salem. Oregon.
Her father, John, was a native of Kentucky,
born in 1799. He crossed the plains from
Indiana so early as 1845, and died near Salem,
Oregon, in 1864. Her mother was Dosha
(Robbins) Herren. Mrs. Caton has two
brothers and three sisters living: Levi M.;
Noah F.; Susannah, widow of \Villiam T.
Wallace; Jane. widow of John B. K~izer, and
Sarilda R., wife of T. S. Leonard. •

Judge Caton is a member of the K. P., of
which he is past chancellor; of the A. F. & A.
M., being past master; of the R. A. M., and
~as attended grand lodge as delegate many
limes. He was present and assisted in the
?rganization of the first grand lodge of K. P.
In Tacoma, and was department supreme chan
cellor two terms under Supreme Chancellor
S. S. Davis. Judge and Mrs. Caton are mem
bers of the Christian church. Politically, he is
a Democrat and prominent in the councils of
that party.

The session laws of 1872 contain a bill
passe(~ by the territorial legislature to prevent
~xtortlons by railroads. This bill was written
Intr?ducec1 and fought to its passage by th;
SUbject of this sketch. Though afterwards

VrePllealed by force brought to bear by Henry
I ard the'd .., n presl e:lt of the Northern PaCIfic

28

Railroad, it will be seen that the origin of the
railroad legislation of the sort that is rightly
so dear tq the people of eastern Washingtont
at the present time dates back to 1872 and to'
a resident of this county, Hon. Nathan T.
Caton.

•••

GEORGE L. SNYDER, who is now re
siding at the corner of Fourth and Ralph
streets, Spokane, is to be numbered with the:
earliest pioneers of the Big Bend country..
His labors in that section have shown him to
be a man of more than ordinary ability, plenty
of energy and aggressiveness, which is always.
however, tempered with a consen'atism, and
dominated with wisdom that have not only won
the brightest success in financial lines, but have
also placed him as one of the leading and most
influential men of the entire Big Bend region.
His property holdings at this time are large
and varied, and among them we mention a sec
tion of choice wheat land in the Brents neigh
borhood, besides a good residence in East Spo
kane. and other securities.

George L. Snyder is a westerner by birth
and his life has sho\\'n him the true westerner
yet in the high ideal of that term. His birth
occurred in Trinity county. California, on De
cember 20, 1856. His parents, Daniel and
Lydia J. (Coman) Snyder, are natives of In
diana and the father now dwells in Spokane..
The mother died in April. 1902, aged seventy
years. The father came to California in 1850'
and there wrought until 1880. Then came a
journey to the Big Bend country and settle
ment was made near the present site of Cres
ton. From the common schools of California
and later in the Humboldt Academy. young'
Snyder received a good education. that forti
fied him for the issues of life. With his father
in 1880, he came to the Big Bend country and
took a preemption. which later was increased
by a homestead and timber culture claim. He
gave attention to handling this estate and soon
bought much more land, having heavy hold
ing'S in various sectio:1S. Mr. Snyder did ex
cellent work in grain and stock raising and re
ceived as a proper reward abundant prosperity
and great increase of goods and holdings. In
later years he has sold most of his real estate,
having but one section of land left, which is
five miles north from Creston. His home is
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------
now in Spokane as stated above, and he has re
tired from the more active lines of business,
giving himself to the enjoyment of his fortune.
He still has oversight of his estate and invest
ments and is a man of excellent financial abil
ity. At present, Mr. Snyder is not decided as
to the certain lines to which he will devote
himself, but a man of his progressiveness and
energy will surely prosecute some enterprise
that will be useful to both himself and his fel
low men.

In 1885, Mr. Snyder married Miss Rose
E. Jump, the daughter of Joseph and Margaret
Jump, of Creston. and to them has been born
one son, Ernest B., January 18, 1886, who is
dwelling in Spokane. Mr. and Mrs. Snyder
are of first class standing in society and are con
stantly devoting time and energy to forward
those measures which are for the general wel
fare.

•••

WILLIAM RAYMO~D GEE resides
about twelve miles northwest from Sprague on
a half section of land which forms his estate.
In addition to this, he farms two sections more
of rented land, in the wealthy wheat producing
sections of Lincoln county. His place is pro
vided with comfortable and convenient im
provements and all machinery and stock needed
for its successful handling.

In the days when men were needed to repel
the attacks of those who were determined to
break the union, Mr. Gee willingly gave his
services and an account of that will stir ad
miration in the hearts of all that will read it.,

He was but seventeen years of age when on
October 2, 186r, he enlisted as private in Com
pany G, Fifty-ninth Ohio Volunteer Infantry,
being mustered in at Cincinnati. The first
strong engagement was the battle of Mills
Spring although he had seen some skirmishes
previous to that time. Then came the terrible
Shiloh. After that, he fought at Stone river,
at Murfreesboro, the'1 at Franklin and after
that was with Buell on his forced march across

,the country to repel Beauregard. Next we
see Mr. G~e in the battle of Perryville, Ken
tucky, and following that was the awful con
flict of Missionary Ridge. He was also among
the men who made the charge up Lookout
Mountain. He took part in the Battle of Chick
amagua and at Nashville, Tennessee. Then he

was with Sherman on the famous m h
Atlanta, being in the fights and skl'r

arc
hto

I ,' h h nuses(unng t e marc. As Soon as he reach d A. '
lanta, he was sent back under General T~ . t·
to Nashville. The term of service for hi omas
ment had expired as had also that of the

S
;~gl

teenth Ohio, but they voted to remain t t~'
end and did so. Afterward, Mr. Gee enOl' t de
. C D F' R IS e
111 ompany , Irst egular Cavalry and c
tinued in the service u,ntil the 29th of Janua

on
:

1869, being discharged at Fort Lapwai Ida~j,
with a most excellent record. He h~d bee

o
,

. dIM . npnvate or er y to aJon General McDowell
during the last term of enlistment. When the
Spanish-American War broke out, Mr. Gee
tendered his services to General Corbin an old
schoolmate and received the prompt reply that
when the old Civil War Veterans should
be needed, he should be remembered.
Upon his discharge in the west, he re
turned to Ohio and began farming in
Clermont county, continuing there until
1889, the date of his emigration to this
country. He settled first at Medical Lake, tak
ing a homestead, then went to T\Iondovi, whence
he came to his present location, twelve miles
northwest of Sprague.

William R. Gee was born in Hamilton C01,I1'

ty, Ohio, in March, 1844, the son of Geor~e

and Mary A. (Gregg) Gee. The father was
born in Nottingham, England, and came to the
United States in 1840. He died in Clermont
county, Ohio. The mother was born in Vir
ginia and she also died in ClernlOnt county.

William was favored with a common school
education and a short course in a private acado
emy which was interrupted by his enlistment
above mentioned.

In November, 1872, Mr. Gee married Miss
Jennie, the' daughter of James and Jane
(Wauer) Archard, natives of Clermont coun
ty, Ohio, where also they died, the father, In

1873, and the mother in 1900. To thIS umon
thr.ee children have been born; Louis, at homei
Jeanie, a graduate of the Cheney Nanna
School and engaged in teaching; and Charles,

at home. I 10
Mr Gee is a member of the Masons am as

. 'd . that
the G. A. R. He may well take pn e In d
he has faithfully served his country, ha~ n~a ~
a success of life financially, and has raISe ~t
interesting and nice family. At the pres

e
of

time he is one of the highly respected men
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tv He and his wife have journeyed
the coun • . d

. hf II . on together for many years an are
faIt u \ . d f. de'serving of the JOYs an com orts
nOli • 1 .d d. d d to those who have wIse y provl e
allar e . h' l'
for the golden days ot t elr Ives.

•••

HORACE MAYN.A.RD \VAR~VICK, a

sperous farmer resldmg two mIles south
pro b . A dof MoscOW, \Vashington, was om m n er;-
son county. Tennessee, August ~o, r854, .the
son of Willis and Elizabeth (LeWIs) \Vannck,
both natives of Tennessee. The father was
born in Knox county, was of English descent,
and died in the state of his birth. The mother,
also dead, was the daughter of Jesse Lewis: a
lieutenant in the \Var of r8r2. Mr. \Vannck
has one brother, Joseph, and another brother,
Burton, is dead.

H. 1\1. Warwick came west in r874 to Port
land. Oregon. via San Francisco, and located
on a fann in Linn county, Oregon. Prior to
that time he lived in his native state where he
attended the rural schools and acquired a good
education. In the fall of r882 he came to
Dayton, \Vashington, and to his present home
in the spring of r883. Here he took a home
stead and set about with the limited means at
his command to impr.ove it. He endured many
hardships and vicissitudes in order to accom
plish his purpose, owing to the newness of the
country, but his success has been almost
phenomenal. He has over one thousand acres
of land, seven hundred and sixty acres of which
are suitable to agric1uture, and four hundred
utilized for pasture, a large herd of cattle, and
some horses. His house and farm buildings
are among the finest in the vicinity and every
thIng about his farm betokens thri ft and pros
perIty. He farms principally as a business but
?oes some speculating in grain and horses. He
IS one of the shareholders in the Moscow Grain
Company, of which he is now one of the di
rectors and has been president. He is a mem
?er of the K. O. T. M., and is a leading spirit
In the educational welfare of the youth. of his
locality.

.. During the. autumn of r878 \V. M. \\Tar
WI~k was marned to Sarilda Petre and to this
unflon have been born six childre~: Viola S.
WI e of or 'Ie Mangis, of Moscow, \Vashing-

ton; Edna J., wife of George Black, of Mos
cow; Jesse L., Clyde, George B., and Denny.
in Lincoln county.

•••
JAMES A. MeAVOY resides aoout three

miles northeast from Tipso, where he owns a
half section of fine farming land, which he de
votes both to grain and fruits. He was born
in Patchgrove, Wisconsin, the son of John F.
and Katherine (Smith) McAvoy, natives of
Ireland. The father came to PottsviHe, Penn
sylvania when eight years of age, and there
learned shoemaking. He followed this until
r848, then enlisted in the Mexican :War and
fought under John Taylor. Following the war.
he went to \Visconsin and engaged in farming.
He was one of the pioneers of that state. Al
though not desirous of, personal preferment,
yet in political matters he was always influential
and held various offices of public trust. The
mother came to this country with her parents
when eleven years of age. Our subject was
educated in the public schools and in an acad
emy. In r 875, he went to Colorado, where he
followed blacksmithing and mining, having
learned that trade. He wrought all over the
state then engaged with Ellis Brothers cattle
company. In r883 he left Leadville, search
ing for a location which he found the same year
where he now resides. Mr. McAvoy took a
preemption first and later a homestead and a
portion of the land lies on the banks of the
Columbia river, being especially adapted to
fruit raising. He has a fine orchard of all
kinds of fruit adapted to this country. Mr.
McAvoy started in life at fifteen years of age
and has seen plenty of hardship and toil. When
first here, he used to go twenty-two miles for
his mail, Br.ents being the postoffice, in the win
ter making the trip on snow shoes. He had one
horse and would ride the animal to Spokane to
buy provisions and come back on foot to his
place, packing the provisions on the horse. He
continued this until able to produce something
from the land. They planted huH-less oats and
ground them in the coffee mill. Mr. McAvoy
has good improvements on his place and is very
prosperous at this time.

In r889, Mr. McAvoy married Miss Bessie,
daughter of Michael and Mary (Hammelton)
Casey, pioneers of \Visconsin. The father was
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a veteran in the Mexican War. Mrs. McAvoy
was born at Patchgrove, Wisconsin, and was
reared in the same neighborhood as our subject.
Mr. McAvoy has one brother, John F., and two
sisters, Maggie and Mrs. Mary E. Gallager.
The latter is deceased.

•••

RICHARD J. HILTON, although one of
the younger men of Garfield county, has made
a record, of which men of three score and ten
might well be proud. He is today one of the
wealthy property owners in this part of the
country and is doing a large business in gen
eral merchandise at Pataha City. An account
of his life can but be interesting to all and it is
with pleasure that we append the same.

Richard ]. Hilton was born in California,
on May IS, 1874. His father, F. W. Hilton,
was a native of Michigan and came to Cali
fornia as one of the "fortyniners." He fol
lowed freighting for, many years and had some
very thrilling experiences and wild adventures
with the Indians and in other ways during those
early days. He married Maggie Hartman who
was a nati ve of San Jose, Cali fornia, her parents
also being among the early settlers in the Golden
State. When a lad, our subject was brought by
his parents to Pendleton, Oregon, and a short
time thereafter, they moved to the Cold Spring
country, about twenty miles out from Pendle
ton. There the father of our subject built the
first school house in that part of the country.
The educational chances for Richard were very
limited indeed but he possessed a spirit that
pressed him forward to the improvement of
what he had and that has constantly given him
interest in research and study since, so that
he has come to be one of the well informed men
of the country. \\Then fourteen years of age,
the family moved to Columbia county and two
years later, our subject started out on the voy
age of life for himself. His first venture was
working on the farms of the neighbors for
wages and for five years continued doing that
with a persevering tenacity which few possess.
In 1896 Mr. Hilton went to Lincoln county
in Washington and selected a homestead near
Creston. When he went to Spokane to file
on the land, he found he lacked two dollars and
fifty cents of having enough fa pay the fees.
The kindly receiver at the land office however, ,

trusted him for the balance which in due f
was paid prompt~y. From Spokane, Mr. H~~
ton went afoot Without a penny, clear to \Va't
burg Washington, where he sec~red a job ~nsd
seen earned enough to enable h1l11 to impr '
his homestead in good shape and in J902,0~:
sold that property and r.emoved to Pomero
H~re he bought. ~ve hundred and twenty acr!s:
bUIlt two beautltul residences, made other, im:
provements and sold the place SOon after. In
January, 1903, he was appointed postmaster
to Pataha City and has given excellent satis
faction in that office since. At that time he
started a general merchandise store there 'and
has made a success in that venture, Among
the property that Mr. Hilton owns, may be
mentioned eighteen hundred acres 6f land five
miles west from Starbuck, town property at
Leland, Idaho and at Starbuck, Washington,
and also much in Pataha City. He has shown
himself a thorough and capable business man.
stirring, energetic and always abreast of the
times. Being a man of excellent information,
he is able to take advantage of every opportunity
that offers and has thereby gained his present
princely holding.

In 1894 Mr. Hilton married Miss Dora
Montgomery, who was born and raised in
Waitsburg. Her father, William I\·fontgom
ery, was one of the early pioneers of Walla
Walla county, and was a prominent citizen
there. To this union four children have been
born, Louis D., Lola, Laura and Clarence L.

Mr. Hilton started in 1896 with scarcely a
dollar. Inside of eight years he has accum
ulated a property worth many thousands of
dollars and has met and overcome in the mean
time much adversity and opposition that would
have swamped a man of ordinary ability, .-\fter
thus overcoming in all these trying places. h~
is today a better and stronger man and IS read,
to meet even greater difficulties than has been
mentioned, and judging the future by the pa.s~,
he will make a brilliant record for hU11Sel!.

•••
STEPHEN A. GIBSON is one of the

earliest pioneers of Lincoln county and has 11
h
S
O

. . . 1 al'tl'es of t ehad much expenence m vanouS oc
west. His home is now at 172 5 MaUon al'enue,

. . f tl e more
Spokane, he havmg retired rom 1 1 t
active duties of life to enjoy the competence t11
his industry has provided.
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Stephen A. Gibson was born in Richland

t . Illinois on March 7, 1848 and was
coun ), ' . h H'

I in Clay county ot t e same state. I"
~rec ·b . ff h r Calvin M. GI son, was a native 0

\~t en'l'a His grandfather, Jacob Gibson was
lrgl. ... . 11 1 .

also a native ot V lrglma, as we as lIS great-
grandfather, Nicholas GIbson. .They were

ominent people in the early colomal struggles
. pr d \rere Americans before the United States

an d- hwas established. The great-gran tat er was
captured by the Indians but was brought back
by the "'hites and lIved to be one hundred and
four years of age. His ancestors came from
Scotland. The mother of our subject was
Kaney Wyatt Gibson, a native of Virginia.
Stephen A. received a common scho01 education
and in the spring of 1868 went west and labored
on the Unibn Pacific railroad. The next year
he "Tought as a mechanic on the \Vestern
Pacific and was present at the great celebration
when the Union and Central Pacific were con
nected and the golden spike was driven, \\'hich
completed the first railroad to the coast. After
that, he went to San Francisco and worked at
his trade, carpentering. From there he went
to Visalia, r.emaining until 1876. In 1876
.Mr. Gibson migrated to Virginia City, Ne\'ada,
and did contracting and building. In the fall
of 1879, he came overland to The Dalles. Ore
gon, and thence to Walla \Valla in 1880. It
was the spring of 1881 that he entered the
Big Bend and then commenced bridge work on
the Northern Pacific and also assisted to build
the shops at Sprague. In June, 1883, he lo
cated a homestead one and three-fourths miles
south from where Edwall now stands. The
next. year, he was at Camp Spokane,
labonng for the government and in 1883,
he began active work on his ranch.
Since then he has given his time con
tmuously to that except as it was necessarv
to work at his trade occasionally for funds t~r:et the current expenses. During the panic,
~ e the rest of the settlers in the Big Bend,
ir. GIbson had a difficult time financially. He

"h'as enabled to tide over however and was in
s a k ' ,
h pe to ta e advantage of the prosperous vear;

t t~ followed. He now owns an entire se~ti~n
°1 ne grain land, provided with a good house,
PHenty of water, first class orchard and so forth.

e also o' bo f '111 "ns a ut our hundred acres near
f oscow, Idaho, which is all grain land. Both I
arms are rented and Mr. Gibson resides at

his place in Spokane whence he oversees his.
various properties. .

On February 12, 1864, Mr. Gibson though
young, enlisted in Company F, Ninety-eighth
Illinois Mounted Infantry and participated in
much active service from then until the close
of the war. He was under Generals Kilpatrick
and Thomas. He participated in the battles of
New Hawk church, Selma, Alabama, besides
several skirmishes. His services was in Ten
nessee, Georgia, Alabama and Kentucky. At
one time, he was slightly wounded and he also.
particated in what was known as Wilson's
raid in the spring of 1865, and was in Macon,
Georgia, when Lee surrendered. In September,
1865, at Springfield, Illinois, he received his
honorable discharge.

Mr. Gibson now belongs to the G. A. R. in
Spokane Mr. Gibson has demonstrated thor
oughly his capacities as a business man and is
to be commended upon the happy results he has
attained through his industry and wisdom.

•••

JOHN M. NOBLE is a native of 1\1arion
county, Missouri, born May 2G, 1866, the son
of Benjamin and Rachel (Young) _TobIe. He
is now a farmer residing five miles south"'est
from Harrington.

His father was born in Virginia, served in
the Civil War and died in Missouri; and his
mother, a native of Missour·i, is now living at
Aderdeen, Vvashington. Robert L., and Mrs.
Josie Ludy, a brother and sister of Mr. Noble,
are 1he only other members of his family now
living. John M .. Noble was the youngest of the
family, and upon the death of his father he
went to California with his mother, brother and
sister. They located in Colusa county in 1874,
where the children attended the common!
schools. Our subject also attended the high
school at Oakland, thus receiving a good com
m.on school education. He came to Har
rington in the spring of 1886, worked
for various farmers until attaining his
majority. \"hen he took a homestead where
he still lives. He . "'as married on Feb
ruary 3. 1896. to May Donthat, a na
tive of Baltimore. Her father was William
and her mother Mary ("Walton) Donthat. na
tives, respectively, of Virginia and Baltimore.
The father" a traveling salesman for a large
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boot and shoe house, died in Baltimore in 1901.
The mother came west in 1903 and is now mak
ing her home with the subject of this sketch.

Mr. Noble, since locating here, has been
continuously engaged in improving his land and
raising stock. He now has his homestead all
under cultivation and improved accordingly to
the most approved modern methods.

To Mr. and Mrs. Noble have been born
three children, Kenneth, Esther and Ruth.

In making his home in this section of t11e
country, which was but very sparsely inhabited
at the time of his advent, M(. Noble has been
compelled to endure many trials and vicissi
tudes, but he has successfully met and over
came every besetting obstacle until he now has
as nice and comfortable a little home as is to be
found in days of travel over the Big Bend.

-
county, Tennessee. Mr. Witt has the foIl
. b h d' owmg rot ers an sIsters, Maggie decea d

I William H., George M., our subject:]osephs~,
, deceased, Thomas c., deceased, Walter M::IMrs. Kate Beard, and Mrs. Mary Anderso

[
I Natt grew up on the farm and receivedn'h'

d " h ISe ucatlOn trom t e common schools and in the
academy. On November 12, 1884, he marr" d
Miss Mollie E. Marler, who was born ~ed
raised in Georgetown, Tennessee. Her paren~
Hambric and Sarah E. (~e;;Iborn) Marler, \\er~
born m Tennessee and dIed in Lincoln count\"
m 1900, and on Febr:uary 18, 1904, respectiv~
Iy.. .There is a tradition that the name Seaborne
orIgmated among Mrs. Witt's ancestors in thi'I way. An infant was born at sea and his moth~
er died and they gave him the name of Sea
borne. Our subject came west, landing in
Sprague, on March 27, 1887. He soon selected
a homestead six miles west from where Har-

N ATT vVITT resides about one half mile rington is now located. His labors were Iriselv
west from Harrington on one of the finest places bestowed in opening up and improving thrs
in southern Lincoln county. His residence is place until 1902, when he sold the entire prop
a modern nine room structure, supplied with erty and removed to his present place. Between
hot and cold water and all other conveniences seven and eight hundred acres are devoted to
needed and is in the center of an estate of nine grain and the improvements are first class in
hundred and sixty acres. Commodious barns ' every respect. His residence is so situated as to
and other improvements are grouped around : ?verlook the town of Harrington and the ad
and the entire place 'is furnished with water Jacent country and is one of the most beautiful
from an excellent well. A windmill and gasa- ' in Lincoln county.
line engine lifts the water to a large reservoir On December IS, 1901, Mrs. Witt Iras
and thus it is carried where needed. Mr. \Vitt , called to the world beyond, leaving her husband
is one of the earliest pioneers of the county and : and six children to mourn her death. She was a
labored faithfully and hard to get started here. I faithful Christian woman and was mourned by
meeting with all the adversities that beset the' all who knew her. The children are named as
frontiersman and overcoming them all by deter- follows; August, \Vinifred, Roy N., Adelia,
mination and energy. He has fin all y succeeded \vValter H. and Joe \"1.
and is now enjoying a goodly portion as the re- On December 23, 1903, Mr. Witt married
suIt of his labor. In addition to the estate men- Mrs. Frances J. vVise, the daughter of Charle,
tioned, his childr.en own two hundred and forty E. and Elizabeth A. Hartley of Republic,
acres, well improved, which reverted to them \Vashington. She has one daughter by her
through the death of their grandfather. former marriage, Madge \Vise, \\'ho is now hv-

Xatt vVitt was born in Georgetown, Tennes- , ing at home. Mr. \Vitt is a member of the A.
see on May I I, 1865. the son of Captain Jo- I F. & A. M., while he and his wife both belong
seph and Mary (\Vhitmore) \Vitt, natives of I to the Presbyterian church. His former IrIfe
Virginia and Tennessee, respectively. The fa- I also belonged to that denomination. Mr. \Wt
ther was one of the oldest pioneers in Tennes- had very much hardship to endure in the early
see and throughout the war in the Union army. days in this country and an outlined account
After be1l1g honorably discharged he returned of his struggles would fill an ordinary volume.
to Georgetown and resided on his farm adjoin- Suffice it to say that he met them with a brare
ing the city until his death in 1895. being then heart and a determination to o\'ercome as IS

aged sixty-six. The mother died in 1883. Her . evidenced by his present standing and property
father was one of the earliest settlers in Meigs holding.
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JOHN LOCKHART resides about six
'I llorthwest from Harrington, where he

011 es .,h h'
olrns a half section of lal~d In company WIt .IS

They handle a sectIOn of land to wheat III
son, hidaddition to the amount t ey own anc pro uce
annually many thousand bushels of this profit-

able cereal.
John Lockhart was born on February 4,

1842 , the son of Robert and Sarah L. (Lem
mon) Lockhar~. The father was born in Pen~
svlvania and dIed m Mercer county, illInOIs, III

J'865, aged fifty-three. The mother was also
born in the Keystone State and her death oc
curred in Mercer county, I1linois, in 1866. Our
subject is the third of a family of ten children,
all living but three. He came to l\,lercer coun
tv with his parents when very young and there
';rewto manhood. After receiving his educa
"tion in the common schools, the war broke out
and he enlisted ,in Company A, Eighty-third
JIlinois Infantry, but was later transferred to
Company E, Sixty-first Volunteer Infantry. He
\\'as at Clarksville, Tennessee, when President
Lincoln was assassinated, and at N ash,·ille. the
same state he receivecl his honorable discharge
later. After the war he went west with a train
to Helena, Montana, and had much trouble
with hostile Indians. The same year, M r.
Lockhart returned down the YeI-!o"'stone and
Missouri in a Mackinaw boat, making the trip !
to Sioux City, Iowa, in twenty-seven days, Re- I
turning to :vlercer county. he ,vas married on !
September 24, 1868, the nuptials occurring in I
Rock Island. Miss Lucinda E. Decker then I
became his bride. Her parents, \Vestfall and :
Anna M. (Lougley) Decker, were natives of !
Ohio and England, respectively. The father's j

ancestors came from Holland. The parents are
both deceased now. They had a family of
eleven children six of whom are living, and all
111 Mercer county except Mrs. Lockhart. After
marnage, Mr, Lockhart went to Mills county,
Iowa, and in 1880 went to California for his
health and upon its impr.ovement. he returned
to Iowa, Then he sold out and settled in Saun
ders county, )Jebraska. In 188 - he went thence
to P lk .JC 0 county, Oregon, and later settled in

mahlla county of the same state. The next
~o\'e \\'as to . Oakesdale. \Vashington. and
t ence he ,vent to Priest River. Idaho. In the
spring of 1899 Mr. Lockhart came from thatiOint to his present residence in Lincoln coun
Y and here he has dwelt since. He is so well

pleased with this section, that he determines to
remain here the balance of his life, Four chil
dren have come to bless this household; Arthur
E., married to Grace Stover ,md now living
near Earl; Harry F., married to Nellie Swank
and in partnership with his father; Annie B.,
"'ife of Frank Lambrith, of Plaza, Washing
ton; and Lela A., wife of Barney Dixon, of
Do"'ns. \Vashingtoll. .-\rthur is a member of
the I. 0, O. F. and Harry of the K. P.

•••

THOMAS J. CARDWELL. a farmer re
siding two miles south of Harrington, was born
in Colusa county, California, December 29,

. 1860. His parents 'Yer,e George \V. Cardwell,
a native of Kentucky, ,vho was reared in l\Iis
souri; and Rebecca (Stone) Cardwell, also a
native of Kentucky. They started for Cali
fornia in the spring of 1860, going by way of
~ew York and the Panama route. Upon ar
rival they settled in Colusa county, where the
father died in 1880, being then in his fiftieth
year. The mother is now living at Bonners
Ferry, Idaho, in her se"enty-fourth year. The
brothers and sisters of :Mr. Card,yell are
George. Alexander, Charles T., and Mrs. :Min
nie L. Miller, who resides at Bonners Ferry.

1'1'1r. Cardwell gre,,, to manhood ill Colusa
county, California, and in 1 885 he started north
with a team and wagon, reaching Roseburg,
Oregon, ",here he spent the winter. The fol
lowing spring he came to Lincoln county and
took a pre-emption near where he now lives.
During the hard times of 1893-94 he lost his
pre-emption but he continued to farm, and in
1900 he purchased his present home. He has
three hundred and twenty acres of land all un
der culti"ation lying on a county road and con
venient to market. His improvements are of
the most modern type, consisting in part of a
house, large barn, windmill, and an orchard of
five acres,

On March 1 2, 1893. occurred the marriage
of ~Ir. Cardwell to Lessie C. Curl, a native of
Carroll county, Missouri. and daughter of John
J. and ?lIary E. (Seek) Curl, the father a native
of Carroll county. ~lissouri. and the mother of
Ray connty. of the same state. The brothers
and sisters of ~lrs. Cardwell are, Mrs. Jessie
Rainey. ~apoleon B.. John F., and Ona L. The
parents are now living in Harrington, to which
to,m they came in 1890.
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Mr. Cardwell is a member of Harrington
lodge No. 16o, I. O. O. F., and also the en
campment of Harrington. Mrs. Cardwell is a
member of the Rebekah lodge. Both Mr. and
Mrs. Cardwell are members of the Christian
church.

To 1\1r. and Mrs. Cardwell have been born
three children, Mary R., Maggie L., and
George J.

•••

CHARLES G. GRIFFITH resides about
two miles nortl1\Yest from Mohler upon a
-choice estate of one half section of wheat land.
He has his farm well improved and in a high !

state of cultivation which bespeaks the manner
of man. Mr. Griffith is one of the first settlers
in this section and has wrought with wisdom
and energy here since the days of 1883. Com
ing to the county without means, he has had to I
endure all the deprivations and hardships of i
the earlier days which was the lot of the dough- I
ty and brave pioneers. It is pleasant to see i
these worthy people now enjoying the fruits:
of their labors and leaders in the communities '
where thev first turned the sod and ,,-rested

•
from nature's \\·ilds the land that is now the
boast of Washington.

Charles G. Griffith was born in 'Randolph
county, Missouri, on :!'\ovember 4, 186o, the
son of L. B. ancl Frances R. (Hunter) Grif-
fith. Th.e m'?ther is now chvelling with a i
daught~r 111 Klrkwoo~, Mls.soun. The. father, i
served 111 the Clvll \V ar, bemg second heuten- I
ant of the State Militia. He came to Lincoln !

county in 1895 and remained with our subject i
until his death in 19°2, being then aged sev- i
enty-one. He and his wife were both born in
Pennsylvania. The children of this venerable
couple are named as follows; \Villiam \V., a
graduate of the Kirksville normal school, and
now principal of the high school in Ferguson,
Missouri; Frank L., a practicing physician in
Austin, Texas; Charles, the immediate subj ect
of this article; Mary E., also a graduate of the
Kirksville normal and now teaching in Kirk
wood, J\1issouri. Our subj ect was well edu
cated, receiving a diploma from the Kirksville
normal and then spent some time in teaching.
In the fall of 1879, he made a trip to Colusa
county, California. and in the spring of 1883
he came thence to \Vashington. selecting a
homestead \vhere he now lives. Being without

means, he had a hard struggle, but over
h II d · . d came

t em a an IS now 111 goo circumstances A
good residence, commodious barn, other'
buildings and plenty of stock and iml)lemoutt.

"d d h f' en sare 111 eVI ence an t e arm IS a valuable pro .
erty. p

Mr. Griffith has always been a Republic
until the time when the Populist \I'ave swe~;;
the country. Then he suffered that party to
put his name on the ticket for treasttrer of the
county and he was pr.omptly elected. A two
years' term was faithfully served and then he
retired from politics, returning again to his
first love, the old Republican party. lIT.
Griffith is a well informed man both in political
Cjuestions and on the affairs of the day and is
progressive and public spirited.

On August 6, 1893, Mr. Griffith married
Miss J\fary E. Olson, a native of Sweden. Her
parents are N. G. and Alma, who were pioneers
to this county. The mother is still lil'ing
here but the father died in 1899. He had been
a sea captain for many years before coming to
this countrv. To Mr. and Mrs. Griffith four

•

children have been born, Alma Mary, Charles
Chester, Gus Alvin and Frances Eleanor.

•••

\VILLIAM P. HILL, who is now retired
from the more active duties of life, dwells in
Harrington, \Vashington, and is one of the
leading citizens of that prosperous little city.
He was born in Athens county Ohio,on Felr. ,
ruary 18, 1855, the son of Lucius and Deborah
T. (Car) Hill. The father is deceased, but
the mother still lives in Spokane, being in her
eighty-seventh year. When a child, our sub
ject was taken to Davis county, lo\\"a, where he
was educated and grew to manhood. He \Vas
reared on a farm and when time for independ
ent action in life came, he chose that as his oc
cupation. He remained in Davis county. until
1884 when he determined to personally llll'es-

, .' ·re
tigate the west and see if the opport1ll1ltles \\ e..

. A. d' glY mas great as hac! been shown. . ccor 111 .'

March of that year he landed in Dayton,
, I' <ren-

\Vashington, and soon was engage( m"
eral work for wages. He had arriyed \\'I~h?ut

I I t <rall11I1gmeans and for two years le wroug 1 , ". I'
~u~cien~ capital to j usti.fy a start fo~ l~l1n~l:
111 tarmmg. In the spnng of 1886. 1\1. J

1 fter (ue
came to the Big Bend country anc a
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I chose the place where his main farm is
smrCl f H'. located six miles west mm arnngton,
nOli' . h .d f Iand settled to open a farm m tern! st 0 t le
.'lds He took a homestead and for the first

III . h'
, ar" he can tell from good ard expenence,ee ~ .

;rhat it means to open a farm m a new country

ld lI'ithout means. He was forced, like manyal d .
more of the brave and hal' y pIOneers, to go to
the Palouse country and the ,Walla \iValla wheat
fields to earn money for. the necessities of life.
But he knell' no such word as fail, and so he
labored patiently and perseveringly along un
til the land was opened to produce crops and
then he had the satisfaction of being able to
dispose his \\'hole time and I~bor on the farm.
As the years went by, Mr. HIli was prosperous
olrinO' to his careful and wise industry and he
purcl~ased land from time to time until he has
nOli' about one and one half sections in the
home farm place. It is all in a high, state of
cultil'ation and produces abundant crops of the
cereals. The outbuildings are commodious
and substantial while the residence is one of the
handsome and valuable ones of the country. It
is a ten room structure of modern architectural
design, with all improvements and conveniences
of the day, as bath, \vater, and so forth. A fine
Irell with windmill, pump and tank is at hand
and supplies abundance of pure water for all
purposes. In the fall of 1903, j'l'lr. Hill's con
tinued success warranted his retirement from
actire labors and so he removed with his fam
ily to Harrington. where he had provided a
comfortable residence. He also has other prop
erty in this town and nine hundred and sixty
~cres of choice timber in Oregon. He also is
l11terest:d in mines and has some promising
properties 111 the Siocan country British Col-
ul11bia. '

. On June 25, 1876, in Davis county, Iowa,
J~r. HIll married Miss Elsie A. L).nch a native
OIV B 'an men county, Iowa. Her parents were
John and Caroline (Rolin) Lynch and they
no\\, (hrell in Keokuk county, low;. The fa
t~er IS a veteran of the Rebellion, having served
\ r~ years. To Mr. and Mrs. Hill. three
c 11 ren ha I'e been born' \Vallace E. married
to Par]' . " .
B . me la Slllpley and now farming near
10arnngton; John R.. farming near Harring
a I;. and :r1yrtle E .. wife of George Danford,

B'lalr.mer In the vicinity of Harrinoton, Mr.
I IS a be '"the mem l' of the A. F. & A. M., and is

present t f .mas er 0 the Harrmgton lodge.

He is a man of good ability, as his success testi
fies and has won hosts of friends. 1\1r. and
Mrs. Hill, who have labored faithfully together
for so long. enduring all the hardships and try
ing times of frontier life, are now justly entitled
to enjoy the competence which they have so
wisely provided and it is pleasant to see the
once raw prairie now supporting the retire
ment of these who brought it into subjection.

Since the above was written, 1\11', Hill has
been interested in banking, and is now the vice
president of the Harrington State Bank. The
community is to be congratulated that a man
of his conservati\'eness, yet sound financial abil
ity, is in this financial institution. as he is a man
who has the confidence of his fellows and has
shown his ability.

• ••

THO:\1AS E. TALKI:\GTO~ resides
just east from Harrington and was born on
January 9, 1864, in Sebastian county, Arkan
sas. His par.ents \vere Joseph and Rebecca A.
(Kirk) Talkington. Thomas E. \vas reared
on the old homestead and received his educa
tion from the common schools adjacent. At
the age of eighteen, he began to \\'ork for him
self, taking up the business of buying and sell
ing stock. This \vas follo\\'ed until the spring
of 1888. when he came west to Los Angeles,
California. For a time he wrought for \vages
and then journeyed 011 to Lincoln county,

\iVashington. He began work' by the month
here for a while then went into par.tnership ,,'ith
his father in handling school land. They
raised some grain and stock and continued for
several years. In 1893, he and his brothers lost
their entire crop, o\\'ing to the ,,'et weather. The
following year. they raised eleven thousand
bushels of number one wheat and sold the whole
amount at an a\'erage of eighteen cents pen
bushel. Owing to the failure of the year pre
vious to this calamit\'. thev were nearlv broken

0'. oJ. •

up in business and our subject \\'as over two
thousand dollars in debt personally. However,
he had demonstrated one thing to his own satis
faction and that was that the Big Bend coun
try would produce wheat. Knowing that, he
remained in the country and accordingly went
to work again. In 1896. he secured good crops
again and the following year he did as ,,'ell.
In r898. he purchased a half section of land
and paid for the same with two crops, besides
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buying much machinery and doing other things.
Later, he sold that farm and bought two hun
dred and fifty-three acres where he now lives.
The same is improved in first class shape. A
fine ten room, two story residence is his home
and it is supplied with all the conveniences, as
bath, water. piped into the house, heating ap
pliances and so forth. Plenty of barns, out
buildings and all improvements needed are
found, and all together it is one of the finest
places and most pleasantly located in this part
of the county. He has devoted considerable
attention to raising mules and horses and has
fine stock at the present time. The farm is weil
equipped with machinery in addition to all the
smaller pieces needed and Mr. Talkington owns
a fine combined harvester which takes the stand
ing grain and delivers it in sacks ready for
market.

On Christmas, in 1894, occurred the mar- '
riage of Mr. Talkington and Miss Bell Long,
natives of Sebastian county, Arkansas. They
were schoolmates together in the east. The
parents of Mrs. Talkington are George \"1. and
Jenette D., natives of Tennessee and Arkansas,
respectively. The father. was an early pioneer
of Arkansas and came to California in the
palmy days of placer mining. After seventeen
years there, he returned to Arkansas and later
journeyed west to where Moscow is now 10- I
cated in Lincoln county. There he took a
homestead and remained until his death in Au
gust, 1903. The mother. is still living on the
old homestead. To Mr. and Mrs. Talkington,
five children have been born, \Vayne, Lloyd,
Opal. Delbert and Lois.

Our subject is a member of the I. O. O. F.
and the Encampment. He is also a member
of the pioneers' association.

\Vhen Mr. Talkington came to this country, '
he was practically without means and although !
he met many reverses here, he is now one of i
the wealthy citizens of Lincoln county and his !
entire property has been gained by virtue of i
his ability and indust:~ • I

!

LUTHER P. TURNER is a farmer re
siding in Harrington. He is a native of Meigs
county. Tennessee, born on October 16. 1862.
the son of Robert C. and Abigail (Williams)
Turner. The father who was a native of Vir-

•. ' J
gll1la, was a sergeant in the Union army dur-

ing the Civil War and died while in se .'
Th h h " nice

e mot er, w 0 17now Slxl~-fiveyears of a .
makes her home With the subject of our sk tg~
who is her only offspring. Luther P Tu

e
c ,. mer

was reared by his mother on a farm in hl's. J na·tlve state, and on anuary 27, 1887, was mar.
ried to Jane Ivester, born in Polk county, Ten.
nessee. Mrs. Turner was the daughter of Ja
cob and Linda (Morgan) Ivester, the former
now a resident of Spokane and the lalter de
ceased.

In the spring of 1888 Mr. Turner brought
his family to Lincoln county and purchased
four hundr.ed and eighty acres of unimprored
railroad land. He worked out to some extent

. for a few years in order to acquire means with
which to improve his land, as after making
a small payment on the place his funcl of monel'
was exhausted. He had a hard struggle t~
make ends meet until 1897, when he harvested
a large crop and sold it to advantage, since
which time he has made a great success of his
business. He now owns four thousand acres
of choice land, all under cultivation and im
proved in the most moc!ern and complete style,
lying five miles southwest from Harrington.
He has a great amount of stock and farm ma
chinery, including a large steam threshing out
fit. In the fall of 1902 he removed to tOlm.
where he has a large twelve-room modem
house.

Mr. and Mrs. Turner have six children.
whose names are Maud E., Lelia, Attia, Ruth.
Lois and Ethia. .

Both Mr. and Mrs. Turner are membersot
the Baptist church, and are of marked prOlmn
ence in the church and business affairs of Har
rington.

• ••

JOSEPH LIGHTFOqT BALL, haring
retired from farming, is a business man resl~'
ing in Harrington. \Vashington, and one of~ e
leading citizens of Lincoln county. Bor~ :e
cember 26 1844 in Jefferson county, OhIO,

" B II prom-
was the .s?n of Colonel J ?seph L.

T
• a '. a The

ll1ent mIlItary man native to "lTgmla. .
, f J ff n countl .father was an ear.Jy settler 0 e erso i~-

Ohio and in young manhood was comm.
, '1' . I 'ch commiS-

sioned colonel of State Ml ItIa, \Y 11 k oi
. - f th outbrea .slon he held up to the time 0 e t (r()

the Civil \Var, but was of too greakag~.~in
to the front with his command. e I
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h olmty' of his adoption, aged seventy-five
t e c . h d' h', in 1872. For elg teen years unng IS
years, dth" f"'dence in Ohio he hel e pOSitIOn 0 .J uSl1ce
resl b" h Mof the peace. Our su Ject s .mot T~r :v~s ary
(Cameron) Ball, also a native V Irgtman, and
d'ed many years ago. It may be of mterest
h~re to state that the Ball family is descended
from the family of the mother of George
Washington.

Mr. Ball has had five brothers and two sis-
ters. as follows; John C, an attorney, who died
in California during the spring of 1903; James,
in Jefferson county, Ohio; Castello, also an at
torney and deceased; Jasper F., of Jefferson
connty; Byron, an attorney of Vv'oodland, Cali
fomia; Mrs. Lucinda Cameron, of Harrington;
and Mrs. Esther Steward, deceased.

Joseph L. Ball was reared on a farm. He'
received a good common school education, and
in the spring of 186<} came to California ,vith
the first train ever run over, the Union and
Central Pacific railroad. After three years
spent in working at various occupations in
Yolo county he engaged in farming in Colusa
county, and was there married on October 14,
1882. to Mrs. Theresa (Cook) Swan, a native
of Bristol. Kendall county, Illinois.

Mrs. Ball's father, Peter Cook, was born on
the Monmouth (New Jersey) battle ground, in
1818, and was a descendant from Aneka J ans,
who was a granddaughter of the king of H 01
land, Aneka Jans settled at New ·Amsterdam.
no\\, Nell' York in an early day. Both of Mrs.
Ball's grandfathers were soldier.s in the Re,·o
lutionary War. Her great-grandfathers'
names were Amor Cook and Isaac Morris the
latter a relative of Robert Morris, a sign~r of
the Declaration of Independence. 1Vlrs. Ball's
mother was Theresa (Haggerty) Cook, also a
~~lJve. of Monmouth, and died in Olympia.

I
\!aShlllglon, in 1894, aged seventy-seven, after
lav rd'mg Ive with her husband fifty-seven years,
M~s, Cook's mother was Susan Howland the
Wile f"1 H '. 0 .'"\S ler aggerty, and lived to be se"en-
t\-four ye f. ars 0 age. Mrs. Mary Taylor the
~other of A. Haggerty. died near Monm~uth,
; ~~v Jersey, aged ninety-four. Mrs. Ball's

b
a er crossed the plains in 1850 returned and
rought I' f ' "liS amdy across in a wao-Oll in 1861

to Car C' ""cit t~' Ity. Nevada, and came from that
rh~d ~t ld.orado,. California. The father: ar
fifty 'j Chicago 111 1837, located on Fox river, )

. m) es west of where Chicago now stands,

and it was for his family that Cook county,
Illinois, was named. He came to Washington
first in 1867, locating at Tacoma. In 1S94 he
came to Lincoln county and is now living with
the subject of this sketch.

Mr. and Mrs. Ball came to Lincoln county
by way of San Francisco and Tacoma, pur
chased eight hundred and forty acres of unim
proved land and engaged in farming. Mr.
Ball has now thirteen hundred and twentv acres-all under cultivation and well improved, lying
two and one-half miles southwest from Har
rington. He rented his land in 1902, removed
to Harrington, where he has a fine home, and
engaged in partnership with F. A. Hoes in the
retail lumber, paint and oil business. He
came to the county with limited means and is
now, as may be judged from the amount of val·
uable property he owns. in circumstances bor
dering upon wealth. He has one adopted son,
Thomas S. Ball.

Mr. Ball was made a Mason thirty-five
years ago, and both he and :M rs. Ball are mem
bers of the Eastern Star fraternity.

•••

THOMAS A. HANSA.RD. born in Knox
county, Tennessee, May 19. 1860, the son of
Franklin C and Margaret (Petrie) Hansard,
is now a retired farmer li"ing in a handsome
modern residence in the town of Harrington,
\Vashington.

The father of our subject came to Linn
county, Oregon, in 187!. He was prominent
ly identified with the political affairs of that
county for a number of year.s. and for four
terms was a representative in the state legisla
ture. Both parents are now li"ing in Lebanon,
Linn county, Oregon, the father aged se"enty
seven years and the mother one year his junior.

The brothers and sisters of Mr. Hansard
are; G. B., of Lehanon. Oregon; J. L., in Los
Angeles. California; G. R., at Lebanon, Ore
gon; S. P. and F. P., of Lincoln county, \Vash
ington; and Mrs. Catherine Propst, of Leb
anon. Three sisters, Mrs. Dicey Snodderly,
Mrs. Jane Scherer, and Mary Hansard, are
dead.

Thomas A. Hansard came to Linn county,
Oregon. ,\"ith his parents in the fall of 187!.
He divided his time between attending school
at Lebanon and working on the farm for his
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father until the autumn of 1882, when he came
to Dayton, Washington. The following year
he came to Lincoln county and filed upon his
present homestead, on December 6th of the
same year.

He was then in poor circumstances and for
five years after. coming here he was compelled
to work in the harvest field to earn money with
\vhich to make improvements on his land.

Mr. Hansard has been twice married. He
took for his \vife, on July 21, 1895. Emma
Allen, a native of Monroe county, vVisconsin.
She was a devout member of the Baptist
church, and departed this life on April 26,
1903, leaving three children living, Jannie May,
Everett Clay, and Carl Bernard. One child,
Ora Iris. preceded its mother to the grave.

On September 9. 1903, Mr. Hansard was
again married. his wife being l\hs. Minnie
(Putnam) Fletcher. a native of Alabama. She
was the daughter of John Putnam, son of the
famous General Putnam. He is now living at
Gerard, .-'\labama.

Mr. Hansard is a deacon in the Baptist
church and both he and Mrs. Hansard are
members of that denomination.

Our subject now owns nine hundred and
sixty acres of highly cultivated and well im
proved land near Harrington. In the fall of
1901 he rented his farm and established a resi
dence in Harrington. He is in comfortable
circumstances and highly respected by all who
know him.

•••

ELVIS E. HAMMACK, a prominent cit
izen and farmer residing three and one-half
miles southwest of Moscow, \Vashington. was
born May 24, 1847. in Anderson county, Ten
nessee, the son of Isaac and Frances (Rucker)
Hammack. The father was born and reared
to manhood in the county of our subject's birth,
and spent the last seven years in Knox county,
Tennessee. He died in 1870, aged forty-five
years. The Hammack family came originally
from Spain, and some member.s of the family
"'ere soldiers during the Revolutionary \\Tar.
The mother, a lady of French ancestry, was
also born in Tennessee of an old Virginia fam
ily. She died in 1871.

Our subject has one brother, James VV..
and two sisters, Mrs. Eliza Dew and Mrs.
Nancy Bennett. Mr. Hammack grew to man-

hood on a farm, and though deprived f
school education, he studied privatelv and

o
a

d d . . . d J sue-
cee e III acqmrmg an e ucation sufficient
entitle him to teach. He taught his first sCh~~
when a youth of eighteen years. He enlisted
in the federal army near the close of the Ci\"il
\cVar, but was never mustered into sen'ice. He
mastered the carpenter's trade. at which I

kd 'I' . lewpre III 11S natIve state, in Denver, Colo-
rado, where he we?t in 1872, and elsewhere.
In 1877 he came VIa San Francisco and Port
land, to Linn county, Oregon, where he was
first engaged in farming for ten years. In
1884 he was elected on the Democratic ticket
to the office of assessor of Linn county, and
in 1886 he engaged in buying and selling grain
both on commission and for himself, He also
was engaged in this business for the Orondo
Shipping company, of Moscow, Washington.
for two years.

During October. 1872, Mr. Hammack \\"as
I married to Miss S. J. vVallace. a native of Ten·

nessee. who died May 24, 1898. leaving one
son. Roy \\T., a youth of more than ordinary
promise. He was a graduate from the Leb
anon, Oregon, high school at the age of four
teen, and is now a student of the University oI
Oregon at Eugene. He is making a fine record
in school, expects to remain until graduation
and ultimately to take up the study of medicine.

Mr. Hammack was married to his present
wife. Elizabeth (Schyff) McCoy Hammack,
on May IS, 1901. She is the daughter of]oh~
H. and Gertrude (Camp) Schyff, natives ot
Holland. The parents of Mrs. Hammack both
died in San Bernardino Cali forma, whither
they went with their fa~ily by way of ~e\r
York and Panama in 1862. She was marned
to John McCoy on June 24, r884, in San Ber-

I . tv IIInardino county, and came to t lIS conn _
1885. He took the farm where Mr. and Mrs.
Hammack now live as a homestead and made
it his home until he died, January 12, 1900,

aged forty-one years. . . the
Mr,. and Mrs. Hammack, in addItion t~ d

original McCoy homeste~d. own three hun ;~e
and twenty acres of gram land near by. .
buildings appointments. and ont-of-door l1ll-

, . the coUnt\.
provements are among the best III 'd c'e

1 n resl enMr. Hammack also owns a mar er
in Tallman, Oregan. Masonic

Mr. Hammack is a member of the - II the
fraternity, in which order he has taken a
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• ••

d up to and including the Knights. Tem-
~::ee5He has se~ved hi: lodge as worshipful

P ter In politics he IS a stanch Democrat
- . be f h'

d for sixteen years was a mem rot e
an . f h' Mcounty central commIttee 0 IS party. . rs.
Hammack is a member of the EvangelIcal

church.

GEORGE W. CAMERON was born in
Carroll county. Ohio, January 14, 1835, and
is now a retired farmer residing in Harrington.
His father, John Cameron, born in Hancock
county, Virginia, was a pioneer of Carroll
county, Ohio, where most of his life was spent
and where he died recently aged ninety-one
years. He was of Scotch descent. The mother
~f Mr. Cameron was Betsy (Williams) Cam
eron, a native of Newark, New Jersey, and
lived to the age of seventy-one years. The
brothers and sisters of George vV. Cameron
are; William, a wealthy stockman of Pitts
burg, Pennsylvania; Eliza,' a college graduate,
now correspondent for a Chicago hardware
firm; Oderina, also college bred, now in the
employ of a Chicago railroad company; Henry
c., a stockman of Davis county, Missouri; Mrs.
Elnora McCarty, of Topeka, Kansas; and Mrs.
Mary Dawson, of St. Joseph, Missouri. George
W. Cameron grew to manhood in Ohio, and in
1857 went to Chariton county, Missouri, where
for a number of years he was overseer on a
plantation. In 1861 he went to Peoria Illi-. ,
n01S, where for eleven years he was foreman in
a dIstIllery, after which time he went to Jones
county, Iowa, and engaged in farming and in
the hvery business. Later he came west to
Colusa county, California, where he farmed
~ntJ! 1891, when he started by wagon with his
tam I t L'1Y 0 mcoln county. He entered a home-
stead and timber culture claim five miles south
ff Harrington, and soon succeeded in placing
115 land all under cultivation. He sold his land
and Improvements in October 190 3 removedto Ha . ,. .
. rnngton and entered upon a life of re-

l1rement and ease

mar~dOctober ~4, 1856, Mr. Cameron was
to Lucmda Ball a native of Jefferson

COunty Oh" .'
t kilO, m whIch county the marriage
J~~h ~e. She was the daughter of Colonel
in an th . and Mary Ball, who are mentioned

SO er sketch in this history. .
IX chIldren have been born to this union,

all of more than passing prominence in their
respective localities; Nora, wife of John M.
Maxwell, a farmer of Solano county, Califor
nia; Jasper J., married to Lillie Lee and now
living on his eight-hundred-acre farm seven
miles west from Harrington; Georgia A., wife
of Charles Ballard, a Woodland, California,
grain buyer; Charles E., married to Gertie
\IVesp, living on four hundred acres of farming
land five miles south of Harrington; Jessie,
wife ~f S. Q. Grafferd, of Okanogan county,
Vvashmgton; and Luella, wlfe of Harvey Par
~er, living in the vicinity of Olympia, Wash
mgton. The eldest son, whose name is given
first, was for two terms a member of the state
legislature from Lincoln county.

Mr. Cameron came to the county with little
money, but has made a signal success of the
business of farming, and has succeeded in plac
ing himself high in the confidence and respect
of the entire population of his town and county.

• ••

ABRAM SHAW. The farm of Abram
Shaw lies three-fourths of a mile south of Mos~
cow, Washington. Mr. Shaw purchased three
hundred and twenty acres of land where he
lives in the fall of 1897, and three years later
three hundred acres adjoining. All of his land
is tillable and in.a high state of cultivation. He
has a good house, fine orchard and elaborate
out-of-door improvements, including a black
smith shop and an ice house. He derives plenty
of water from a well, having water piped into
his house, barn and corral, and has plenty of
stock and farm machinery, including a large
steam threshing outfit. All this he has accumu
lated since coming to the Big Bend a poor man.

Abram Shaw, the son of David and Mary
(Davis) Shaw, both natives of Ontario, Can
ada, was himself born in Ontario, July 4, 187 I.

His father is now living near Moscow in his
fifty-ninth year, while his mother is dead. The
brothers and sisters of Mr. Shaw' are, James,
Albert, David N., William C, l\.frs. Mary E.
Woodruff, now deceased, Irene and Myrtle.

At the age of twelve Mr. Shaw came wi.th
his parents to Bay City, Michigan, where he
grew to manhood, employed for the most part
in the various sawmills roundabout. In the
spring of 1892 he went to Portland, Oregon,
thence to Puget sound and then to the Slocan
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mining district. He later took employment as
a spiker on the construction of the Great N orth
ern railroad between \i\!enatchee and the
coast. In January, 1893. he came to Davenport.
He cut wood north of the city, worked on a
farm, rented land and farmed for himself, and
worked at \'arious occupations here until buy
ing his present home.

On December 22, 1895, occur.red the marc
riage of Abram Shaw to Miss Lottie Long, a
native of Sebastian county, Arkansas. Her fa
ther \\'as George Long, a native of Tennessee,
who was one of the "forty-niners" of Califor
nia. He later returned to Arkansas, and was
a pioneer of Lincoln county, \i\!ashington. He
died in 1903. Mrs. Shaw's mother is Nettie
(Phillips) Long, now living near Moscow.
The follo\\'ing are the brothers and sisters of
Mr. Sha\\': Ella, Isabel, wife of Thomas Talk
ington; Lee; and Mace.

~fr. and Mrs. Shaw have three children,
Enrett Chester, Vernon Abram, and Virgil
Garnett.

•••

GEORGE \\'. BRIKDLE, a farmer living
one hali mile south and two miles east of Mon
dO\'i, \Vashington, \vas born in Ashland county,
Ohio, February 14, 1857. His father was
John Brindle, born in Pennsylvania, and died
in Ohio in the year 1876; and his mother was I

Susan (Burns) Brindle, who is still living on
the old homestead in Ohio at the age of seventy
three years. She, too, was born in Pennsyl
\"ania. the daughter of Peter Bums, a soldier
of the \Var of 1812, who lived to the age of

• •mnet\"-slx.
•

Mr. Brindle's brothers and sisters are, Mrs.
Elizabeth Cotter, Mary, Mrs. Martha Gong
wer, Mrs. Emma Markley, Mrs. Josephine
Boles, Mrs. Alice Simpson, J olm, Elmer and
Ed\\·ard.

The subj ect of our. sketch was reared to
manhood on a farm in the state of his birth.
In the month of March, 1889, he came to the
Big Bend country and in 189 I he purchased
the homestead filing on his present farm.
\\'hen he came here he settled on his claim of
one hundred and sixty acres of raw land, and
now owns three hundred and twenty acres of
first class soil and all under cultivation. He
has the very best and most modern improve
ments, and a water system by which water is

piped into his house and bam by mea .
. d '11 d k H ns ot awm ml an tan. e makes a specialt.

the culture of cereals. ) of
Durin~ December, 1881, Mr. Brindle took

for hiS wIfe Jane Imhoff, who was bo .. min
OhIO, to Peter and Anna (Menson) Imhoff
both hV1l1g 111 Reardan. To this union th •
children were born, Ralph, Lule and Earl. ~
May IS, 1900, the family was bereaved by ih
death of the wife and mother. e

George \V. Brindle is a member in good
.standlllg of Reardan Lodge, number eighty
four, 1. O. O. F. Although he came to the
county with no money nor worldly possessions
of any sort he is now doing well and considered
in comfortable circumstances.

• ••

JOHN WESLEY SETTERS was born
in Sullivan county, Missouri. September II,

1858; came to vVashington with his parents in
1879; and is now living on a farm three and
a half miles northeast of Reardan. His father
is Peter Setters, a sketch of \vhose life is giren
elsewhere in this history, and his mother is
Elizabeth E. (\i\!arren) Setters. The parents
are now residing in the to\\'n of Reardan, where
they lead a life of retirement from active busi
ness.

John \V. Setters was given a liberal educa
tion in his younger days. \"hile he lived on a
farm. After coming to this state he was em
ployed by the Northern Pacific railroad in its
construction work between Spokane and \lis·
soula, Montana. After leaving this work he
purchased a piece of railroad land, which he
subsequently disposed of to his father when
he purchased a quarter section of school lan~
in 1891 upon which he has smce made hi,

• . It alhome. His land is all suitable for agncll llr
purposes, and is in a good state of cultivation
and well impr.oved. 'th

In fraternity circles he is identified WI

Big Bend Court, No. 55, Foresters of Amen~~
John \i\!. Setters was married to Em

Bvrd a native of Chariton. Iowa, July 6. 1889;
• , R' h d anu

Mrs. Setters' parents were IC ar being
Mrs Byrd the mother's maiden name _'. , • . . 1\-1 Setter,
RBsselI. She died qUite early m . rs. . A to
. . b n marneu

hfe, and the father has sl~ce ee. of Ken'
Mary Martin. Mr. Byrd IS a native War
tucky. He is a veteran of the MeXIcan '
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d me to Reardan in 1886, where he still
an ca
makes hi s home.

!\Ir Setters began life for himself as a
• '0'lIng' man working on the railroad for apoor) , .
t He is now ql11te well-ta-do, and has

star. H .
de himself all that he now owns. avmg

ma .' 8 h'r 'ed in this vicimty smce 1 79, e IS a man
~; wide acquaintance, and is highl)" spoken
of wherever he is known.

•••

JeDGE JACKSON BROCK, veter~n

soldier, pedagogue, attorney and farmer" IS, 111

truth. a self-made man. Born in Scioto coun
tl', Ohio, October 19, 1836, he was the son
~f John and Sarah (Shoemaker) Brock.

He was brought up in Gallia county, Ohio,
and educated in the common schools and in the
Gallia academy. After -graduation from the
last named institution he taught scnool for six
years in Ohio, then entered upon the study of
lall'. His studies were inter.rupted however,
by the outbreak of hostilities between the North

•

and the South, and in June, 1862, he enlisted
in Company E, Eighty-sixth Ohio Infantry,
served his time and reenlisted in 1864. He
sen'ed principally in Virginia, and was en
gaged in many skirmishes but was never
\\'ounded. He was a corporal of the One Hun
dred and Forty-first Ohio when he received his
final honorabl~ discharge. After leaving the
army he returned to his home and again took
up the work of teaching and the study of the
la\\', and was admitted to the 'bar in 1865.
In the fall of the same year he went to Bruns
\\'Ick, Missouri, where he taught the first free
school ever opened there. The following year
he was elected on the Republican ticket to the
office of superintendent of schools of his adopted
county, Chariton, and at the expiration of his
term was elected to the common pleas judge
slup of the same county, he also having prac
tlCed law there. In 1878 he removed to Ar
mourdale, Kansas where he was principal of
th h 'e sc ools, and in 1886 came to Spokane
Wah' ,s, mgton, filed and made proof upon a pre-
emptIOn. He came to Davenport in 1888
entered h' h '

. IS present omestead, and followed the
~~actIce of his profession. In November of
b e same year he was elected judge of the pro
:~: court of Lincoln, and in 1894 was elected I

P ecutmg attorney and reelected in 1896,

after which he retired from the law to apply
himself to his agricultural interests. He has
a handsome home on sixteen hundred and fifty
acres of land close to the town of Davenport,
all of which is under fence and in a high state
of cultivation and improvement.

During his lifetime Judge Brock has been
unusually prominent and active in fraternity
circles, being a member of the A. F. &. A. M.,
of the I. O. O. F., of Brunswick, Missouri,
and of the Philo Buckman Post, G. A. R. of
Sprague, Vvashington. He is a thorough be
liever in the Scriptures, including both the
Old and New Testaments. Although he has
never, attached himself to any denomination,
still he believes every man should worship God
according to the dictates of his conscience.

•••

ALFRED GRAVELLE maintains a resi
dence in Spokane, though his postoffice address
is Reardan, \Vashington. He was born July 4,
1854, in Montreal, Canada. His father, Oc
tave Gravelle, was born in Canada, of French
extraction, and is now living in Big Hole,
Montana, at the age of seventy-eight. The
subject's mother is Mrs. Sophia (Dow)
Gravelle, and is still living at the age of sev
enty-six with her, husband at Big Hole. She
is of Scotch descent and was born and reared
in Canada.

Mr. Gravelle came with his parents to Rut
land, Vermont, in 1865, and was employed for
a time in the marble quarries near that city. In
1870 he went to Virginia City, Nevada, spend
ing several years in the mines there. Among
the mines in which he was employed was the
famous Belcher mine, one of the Comstock
Company's properties, which reached a depth
of three thousand, five hundred feet,-the
deepest mine in America, if not in the world.
After eight years spent in Nevada he came
to \Vashington and filed a homestead on a
piece of land eight miles southwest of where
Reardan now stands, he being one of the first
settlers in that section, in fact, but few settlers
had found their way to the entire Big Bend
at that time. He later sold his homestead and
bought two hundred and forty acres of land
where Gravelle Station, on the Seattle & Lake
Shore railway now is, the station having been
named for him. His land is all of good quality
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and well improved. He also has a large tract
of land in the vicinity of Fruitland, Stevens
county. In addition to his farm property he,
as has be,en stated, maintains a residence in the
city of Spokane, where a portion of his time
is spent. He has quite extensive interests in
senral good mining properties situated in di f
ferent parts of the state. Although coming to
the country with but little capital he is at this
time comfortably situated and independent in
so far as his living in concerned.

•••

HOX. Al,'GUSTCS S. MELCHER, ,vho
resides about five miles southeast from Edwall,
was born in Greene counly, New York, on
January 6, r853. His parents, Christopher H.
,!nd Sophia (Horning) Mclcher, are both de
ceased. The father ,,'as born in Hanover. Ger
many, on January 27, r823. came to the Cnited
States in r843, and, died on January r2. r897.
in \Visconsin, The mother was born in Baden.
Germany, in July, r830 alHI died in \Visconsin.
in r894, The common schools of his nati"e '
place furnished the primary educational train- I
ing for our subject and then he completed with !
honors a high school course. Immediately upon I
his graduation, Mr. Melcher went to teaching I
and in \Visconsin and Oregon, as ,veil as in '

i\Vashington. he was faithful for years in the
instruction of the young. It was r 877 that
he landed in Oregon and in 1882 he made his
,vay to Lincoln county, \Vashington, where he
took a homestead and devoted the winters to
teaching and the summers to improving his
farm, In r892. he was nominated on the Re
publican ticket for superintendent of schools
in his county but was defeated by H, N, Mar
tin. But in the fall of r 904. his name appeared
on the Republican ticket again, this time for
representative of Lincoln county in the state
legislature, He scored a good majority, is a
popular man, and will doubtless make an effic
ient officer.

.\t Portland, Oregon, on March ro, r879,
}Ir, ?\Je1cher married Miss Mary Misner, the
daughter of Christopher and Cordelia (Clark)
Misner, The father was a Methodist minister
and preached in Multnomah county, Oregon.
in r876, T ,YO years later he came to \Vash
ington and preached through the country until

his death in 1889, in Lincoln county H, . e was
a pIOneer of the west and did a noble k
The mother is a descendant of General ~~rk
of RevolutIOnary fame and is r.el~ted to ~
Clarks of IllInOIS. She IS now hvmg in Mel
rose, Idaho. To Mr. and Mrs. Melcher the
following named children have been. born'
Carry ]., a graduate of the Blair Business Col:
lege of Spokane and now working for a lead.
ing business house _in Sprague; Christopher H"
Edna E., Myrtle, Zelia S., Lloyd, Walter, and
Genevieve. He is one of the successful men
of the country and has a magnificent estate of
eleven hundred and twenty acres. His sons
own two hundred and forty acres in addition
and the place is fitted ,vith all that brings com.
fort and is convenient in a rural abode, He
has a comfortable residence and is a man of
thrift and good taste.

....

HCGH L. THOMPSOX. who resides
about six miles southeast from Edwall, is one
of the earlY pioneers of the northwest. :\s
early as r 8"52, he came to Oreg~n with his
parents and since that time has reSIded on the
Pacific coast. He was born in Xewton county,
Missouri, on Kovember 2. 1844. His father.
IIIercer Thompson, was born in Clay count\',
Kentucky, emigrated to ?vlissouri and in 1849
crossed the plains to California, He returned
to Missouri in the "'inter of r8jr-2 and III th:
spring of r852, with his family, consis.ting 01

his wife and four children. the oldest at \I'hom
, 'twas seven years, crossed the plams agam. se·

tling in Oregon. He there engaged m farmll1g
and stock raising for some time and also sup'
plied seyeral mining camps with provlSlOns,
His death occurred on .""-pril 16, 1876. Th)
mother of our subject, ,Sarah \V. (Denagree

Thompson, was born in Kentucky and dIed 111

Oregon in September, 1891. The tram Il1
. I I la'ns can'whIch Mr. Thompson crasset tIe pI, b

Ie e·sisted of about one hundred grown peop . d
, 'ld They starteSIdes a <Toad many chI reno I

'" " the ?ot!from Newton county. MIssourI. on ,- d
". ptam allof March r852. HIS father \\'as ca , '

'. . I nure train
so wisely handled affaIrs that tIe e 'd
landed in the \Villamette "alley about the md

,
n;. cia! mCI edIe of September WIthout an\" spe. f holera oc-

or loss. However, two cases 0 c
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d the road but the father having read
curre on, h bo h

ed
,' in early life attended t em t un-

m lcme d'ff' h, th' recoverv. At I erent times, t eytIl elr OJ •
. ed fresh signs of IndIan massacres ondIscover
h d as the train proceeded, but they had

t e raa , .' ed . h h'
d'fficulty. Our subject contmu WIt IS

no I . k' th f
f h Until 1864, both m wor mg on e arm
at er . . . Id h

and in freighting to the mmmg camps mao

d 'estern Oregon. He was one of the first
an IV . B ' d .to pull freight into the BOIse asm, unng
~ .. dllthe boom times, and prOVISIOns cost one o. ar
per pound. After that, he went to farmmg
and rented land, then ~lUrchased the sa~e,
making it his home .untll 1886. After thIS,
we see him in UmatIlla county, where he re
mained until the fall of 1895. He removed
from that place to Idaho and then to British
Columbia, remaining in' the .last place four
years, there giving his attentIOn to pro~pect

ing and mining. He returned to the U mted
States, locating in Douglas county and from
there moved to hIS present place m 1902. He
does not own the land where he resides but has
farmed about two sections. He owns one sec
tion of land in Canada and the Indian Head
country and has a homestead near Trinidad,
Douglas county. He has a full equipment of
farm machinery, horses and so forth, to oper
ate the large tract of land, under his care and is
a well known citizen. Of all the people who
crossed the plains with him, our subject knows
of but three still living. They are his aunt,
~frs. Elizabeth (Thompson) Walker, and his
cousins, Louis Sullens and W. J. Thompson.
Mr. Thompson has the following brothers and
Sisters, A. N., L. G., Mrs. Amanda Taylor, J.
L., and Mrs. Alice Bullein.

On December 28, 1864, in Linn county,
Oregon, Mr. Thompson married Miss Sarah
J. McCormick, who died at Athena, on Janu
ary 29, 1889. Her father, William McCor
mick, was born in Pennsylvania and came to
Oregon in 1853, where he died. Mrs. Thomp
SOn has the following brothers and sisters,
~lrs, Mary Davis, John E., William, Mrs.
. nna McKune. Mrs. Grace Covey N ebbin
and L "h'ld ena. To Mr. and Mrs. Thompson, ten
c 1 ren have been born: Edgar D., who died
~~ar~ 27, 1903, aged thirty-seven; William
E;~I Valter C, Joseph C, Frances E., Mrs.
ert ~n Thompson, Anna L., Hubert M., Rob
be '.., and Etliel A. Mr. Thompson used to

cIty marshal of Athena and is a member
29

of the 1. O. O. F. He is a man of ability, a
genuine frontiersman and the recipient of the
good will of his fellows.

•••
FRANK T. LARRABEE is one of the

well known men of southern Lincoln county.
He has labored in the county for over fifteen
years, being in the mercantile business most of
the time, N ow he is at the head of one of the
largest establishments of its kind in the county.
He handles shelf and heavy hardware, harness
and farming implements, including harvest ma
chinery, threshing machines, engines and so
forth, carries an immense stock and does an
extensive business.

Frank T. Larrabee was born in Ripon, \Vis
consin, on April 18, 1874, being the ,son of
Julius A. and Delphia A. (Rich) Larrabee.
The mother was born in Vermont and came
west when a girl of twelve. She is at present
residing with her husband in Chelan, Wash
ington. The father was a native of Vermont
and a pioneer in \Visconsin. He served in
Company G, First Wisconsin Cavalry, and for
four years he did the duties of the faithful sol
dier. Then being mustered out. he went to
farming in Vvisconsin until 1888. In that
year he moved to Lincoln county, and the next
year went to Chelan, where he now resides
being postmaster at that place. Our subject
was educated in Wisconsin and came with his
father to \Vashington in 1888. He soon en
tered the employ of the Turner & Plough
Hardware and Mercantile Company, in Dav
enport, where he continued for ten years.
Then, in company with A. E. Plough. he opened
his present business in Edwall, Since then
it has been increasing in proportion, being now
a very large business.

At Davenport. on January 20. 1900, Mr.
Larrabee married Miss Jessie Michael, a native
of Illinois. She came to this country in 1893.
One child has been born to them, Helen, one
yean old. .

Mr. Larrabee is a member of the Elks and
has two brothers, Earl and Ed, and one sister,
Blanche. Mr. and Mrs. Larrabee are enthus
iastic admirers of the Big Bend country, dis
cerning its fine resources. Although still a
young man. he has already won fine success in
business and is one of the leading men in the
country.
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HE!\RY W. l\IcGI:\XIS \\'as born in
Williamson county, Illinois, on July 3, IS55·
His parents were Finis F. and Eliza (Maniere)
McGinnis, natives of Scotland and Illinois, re
specli\·ely. The, father came to the United
States in 1842, enlisted in 1861, in the Civil
\Var, and was killed in the battle of Belmont.
The moth.er died in Oregon, in IS9S. Our sub
ject \\"as educated in Illinois and at the early
age of ten had to commence life for himself.
He wrought on the farm until IS70, then came
to the \ Yillamette \'alley and after farming a
year there, went to Tillamook county. He
operated on the toll road and in saw mills,
cutting bird's-eye maple and cedar for Cali
fornia on the canal for se\'eral years. After
that he was foreman on the Glenbrook farm
for five years. Then he handled stock in eastern
Oregon and assisted to take the first band that
Lang and Ryan ever drove across the
mountains to \Yyoming. l'dr. IIIcGinnis was
very successful in breaking wild horses and
had plenty of it to do. During his work as
stockman, he took a large bunch of cattle
across the Columbia, s\\'imming that river to
get into the Okanogan country. About the
time they arri ved there. bodies of Chinamen
were seen floating dO\\'n' the river and they
were \varned to get into the settlement again as
the Indians were on the warpath. They hur
ried back to The Dalles and IIfr. McGinnis
took part in fighting the :\ez Perce and Ban
nock Indians. He was a scout for General
Miles and did some excellent \vork. On one
occasion he had a fight with the Indian scouts,
killed one and captured another. While in this
service, he \\'as with Rattle Snake Jack, who
had lost his entire family b\' the Indians and. .
whenever they captured one of the sa\'ages,
Jack never failed to scalp him. Mr. l\fcGinnis
was also with Buffalo Bill. scouting for Gen
eral HO\vard. During this war. our subject
recei\'ed permission to take for himself any
Indian property he might find and with t\\"O
partners. he succeeded in capturing five hun
dred head of horses and six guns from the
Indian warriors. They drove the band near
The Dalles and gave to Nels Chaped the pOOl:
ones and took the others on to the \Villa
mette nlley, selling and trading them on the
way. The venture there was successful and
thev disposed of their entire holding without
difficultv. .-\ fter this. we find Mr. McGinnis "on

,-
the Glenbrook farm again as forel11a 'h
he went to eastern Oregon for Bill ~h'\ ence
operated in the butcher business. Heu~/nd
contract to fur11lsh supplies for the N d a
Pacific constl'uction. M r. McGinni: :hem

cattle for him and while in this ente . ught
h f

. . rpnse was
t rown rom a VICIOUS horse which res It d'
th f f I . u e In

e racture a llS leg and two ribs F h
h hi' h d . . or t ree

martnth s e
l

angsusls e III tl~e hospital at Ains.
\\ a an( m I I started 111 the butche b .

I
ness in Sprague for himsel f. Three year;la~='
he .was burned out and then went t~
dnvll1g cattle to the Coeur (I' Alene. COun·
try, getltng as high as one hundred
and fifty. dollars on foot for the stock
~\'hen deltvered there. He again went
I~to the butcher. business and later was elected
city marsha.l. Then he .sen'ed four years as
deputy sherIff. After thIS, he freighted in the
Cedar Canyon mining country and later was
appoll1te~ road supervisor in the Sprague dis.
tnct, which office he holds at the present tirnt

At Sprague, in ISS1, he married Miss
Estella Long. Her parents, Volney ]. and
Mary (Napier) Long, are among the earliest
pIOneers to this section and are now living in
Sprague. The father is eighty-five years oi
age and very active and heartv. The mother. -
IS a native of South Carolina and is a cousin
of General Winfield Scott. To Mr. and Mrs.
?vIcGinnis two children have been born, Nellie
and Veva, both graduates of the Sprague high
school.

•••

VOLNEY J. LONG, who is now liring
a retired life in Sprague, was born on Septem
ber 7, ISI9, in Fentress county, Tennessee.
His father, John Long, was born on September
2S, 1775, in North Carolina. In J830hemoved
to Morgan county. Illinois, and in J833 to
Io\\"a, where he died on October 22, 1840, He
was a first cousin o~ General Anr\rew Jackson.
The mother of our subject, Letitia (Scott)
Long, was born on October 16, 1781, in North
Carolina. and died August 8, 1865, in Warr~
county Illinois. She was a cousin of Genera, T ~
Winfield Scott. Our subject left ennes
with his father at the aO"e of ele,'en and drove

b I Irent
ox teams to Illinois. When fourteen Ie
with his father to Washington county, 10:;
Owing to the father's sickneSs. \'olney J. t d
a ;trip clear to Illinois to brjng his mother an
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I ' fter his mother's arrival, the father
short} a, h I' I bel
died, The 1',ldow gathered ~r Itt eon&"-
, t ether and took the tnp back to 1111
,"us og h' d 'I

b ,'til ox teams and t ere remame unt!
nOlS III· , d bo ed

d th Our subject bemg the el est, la r
her ea , . 'd h

port the family and r,emame at orne
WSUP , h

t'l 1847 then went to St. LoUIS were heun! -, '
" d a com!)any sent out by the AmencanJOlne h ~.. '
F Compal1l'. They went 1!p t e mISSOUT1
ur. h' drirer to the last trading post, t en Journeye

inlaud and trapped and hunted for twenty
three monthS, They had many encounters with
the Croll' Indians and overcame other dangers
and hardships. Mr. Long rode from there on
horsebaCK to St. Louis and then enlisted at
Bemick lIIinois, in an independent cavalry, .
for the Mexican \;Var. He was rejected on
account of having dislocated his arm, then he
enlisted in the infantry and. was rejected a
second time, Then he took his own horse and
arms and joined the Texas Rangers. He was
in all the hard skirmishing and fighting of ,that
famous organization and after the war, re
turned to Illinois where he farmed. In 1856
1I1r. Long went to California via Panama and
two years later took a position as second en
gineer in a Mississippi steamer. Later, he was
on the New Grenada, a Gulf steamer that plied
to the West Indies. He returned home to
Iowa and in 1861 took a position as wagon
train boss on the plains and made twel ve round
trips in that capacity from the Missouri river
to Denver. In 1874 Mr. Long started to the
\\'illamette valley. Oregon. Later came to
\\'alla Walla, and in 1880 settled in the vicinity
of Sprague. Since that time he has been one
of the progressive men of Lincoln county and
has accumulated much property. He owns
a beautiful residence in Sprague and other
property. besides farm lands. While he is
retired from active business. he is at this time
deputy sheriff of Lincoln county and a very
competent man in that capacity. Notwithstand
It~g the fact that Mr. Long is eighty-five years
~f age, he has the strength ~f. a man not over

t) and mOl'es With an aglhty and firmness ,
that are truly r,emarkable. He has no diffi-
cultv ' .
, • In mountmg any steed and apparerrtly
IS as robust today as in the days when he
trareled O"e th I' H' be. rep ams. IS career has en
exceedmgl" k bl .
, J rel11ar a e and no doubt remm-
Iscences f I '
, ,0 liS adventures would make a most
lTIterestmg I h 'II' 'ant t n mg volume. Mr. Long

states that the finest horse that he ever owned,
is one that he stole from the Crow Indians.
He rode the animal from St. Vrain, far up in
the Dakotas, to 51. Joe, in thirteen days and
sold him the next day after lalluing for one
hundred and twenty-five dollars.

Mr. Long has seven sisters and two broth
ers. All are deceased except his brother John
L.. who is now living on the old homestead in
Illinois that his father took in 1833. On Jan
uary 19, 1848, Mr. Long married Miss Mary
M. Napier, the daughter of Patrick and Mar
gret Napier. both now decea6ed. The father
was born in Virginia and died in Iowa, in
September, 1849, To Mr. and Mrs. Long five
children have been born, ~amuel M" Ophelia
M.. deceased, Mrs. Mary E, Baugh, Mrs.
Estella McGinnis, and Volney J. Those liv
ing are all at Sprague. Mr. Long is a mem
ber of the Grangers and is a genial, whole
souled, progressive man, Very few men of
this world ha"e a career equal to that of Mr.
Long and it is with great pleasure that we have
been privileged to grant an epitome of the same
in this connection,

In June, 1903, a thousand dollars' worth
of horses were stolen from Mr, Long's pasture.
Allthough he is a deputy in the sheriff's office,
the efforts he has been enabled to put forth to
gether with the sheriff and others, have not yet
located the thieves or found the property.

• ••

JOHK MUEHL one of the leading agri
culturists in Lincoln county, dwells about nine
miles southeast of Davenport, where he owns an
excellent estate. He was born on July 2. 1852,
in Milwaukee. vVisconsin, being the son of
John and Mary Muehl. nalli,'es of Germany.
The father came to the United States in 1830
and followed shoemaking. He is still living
but the mother died in \iVisconsin. Our sub
ject was next to the eldest of seven children,
five boys and two girls. He received his edu
cation in Wisconsin. and stayed with his f<llther
on the farm until twenty-three years of age.
In 1874 he came to the Willamette valley in
Oregon and there farmed for five years. In
the fall of 1879 Mr. Muehl journeyed to the
Big Bend country, After looking the prairies
over thoroughly, he chose his' present location
and took a homestead. He filed in the spring
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born, Jarvis, Austin, and Naomi S'
. h' M Cl ff . Ince COO]1I1g ere,. r. la ee has handled co'd -. nSI erabl
real estate, at times owning aver)' la' e

.\ h . Ige acre-age. ,-"t t e present tIme, he has sold h' .
d · ". IS lannproperty an IS glV1l1g hIS attention e . I

I · b' . ntlre \'to liS US1l1~SS 111 town. His testimon.· .
d h B· B d ' m re-gal' to t e Ig en countr), is that l't' I

fi . ISl~

nest wheat producmg country that he h
evrer seen. Fr<fternally, he is a member oj ll~:
\\. \V. and IS a hberal and progressl\'e n
He is not partisan in politics and takes thel~~~
terest that becomes a good citizen and has al.
ways been foremost in the enterprise to build
up the country.

AUGl..TST WITT is certainly to be com
mended on the magnificent success that he has
worked out for himself since coming to Lin
coln county. He resides seven miles north
from Sprague on a farm of eight hundred
and eighty acres all in a high state of culti\'a
tion. He has one of the most beautiful resi
dences in Lincoln county. It is a ten-room
structure of modern design and supplied with
all the conveniences of the day, as furnace
heat, hot and cold water and so forth. The
same is situated in beautiful grounds \\,jIh
pleasant lawn and ornamental trees and all
together it is a most beautiful and comely
place. Mr. \Vitt has a large bam, machiue
house and other buildings. while he uses a godSO

line engine for pumping water and for chop
ping feed. He also has a nice windmill. ~e IS
one of the progressive and prosperous v\'ash
ington farmers. He owns a band of cattle and
has a full quota of farm machinery and horses
on the estate. In all this, especially when \\,e
note the fact that Mr. \Vitt came here with no
capital whatever except two good strong hands,

- h' ssone can readilv see the excellence at IS succe '
He has certainly wrought with wisdom and
integritv. • ,

- . bo' \" t PrUSSia,August Witt was rn In .ves.
Germany on February 7, 1866. HIS parents.
August a~d Minnie (Winkoff) Witt. were a so
natives of Prussia. The father was ~~.~
1834 and came to Indiana in 1883· f rv~ ~h
in Pulaski county on the 28th day a 'h aroll!
1904. The mother is still living onJe ted
home place there. Our subject was :irJg
in Germany and in the Ul11ted States, 'l'n~

.. b 1881 SaJib
come to Amenca 111 Septem er, ,

• ••

of 1880 and at once began stock and grain
raising. In addition to his farm property he
has also purchased city property in various sec
tions, especially in Portland, Oregon. He has
gi"en his attention closely to business during
all these years and the result is that he. is .
now one of the wealthy men of Lincoln county. I

In February, 1900, Mr. Muehl married
Miss Esta Imbler, a native of Oregon.

Mr. Muehl is a member of the Masons,
having taken his third degree, and stands well
in fraternal circles. He has always labored
faithfully for the upbuilding of educational
facilities as well as for general improvement.
Mr. Muehl has traveled considerable and is
firm in the belief that the Big Bend country is
equal to, if it does not excel, any farming
country that he has ever visited.

ELMER S. CHAFFEE handles a pros
perous general merchandise business at \Vau
kon. In connection therewith he buys wheat
and does a very large business in this line. Last
year he handled over seventy thousand bushels
of this cereal.

. Elmer S. Chaffee was born in Erie county,
New York, on January 16, 1861, being the son
of Jarvis and Charlotte (Cooper) Chaffee, na
ti ves also of New York. In 1861, the father
went with his family to Santa Rosa Valley;
California. The mother died there in 1863.
Our subject's early life was spent in California.
where he gained his education from the public
schools and from the Methodist college at
Santa Rosa. After his school days, he farmed
until 1887, when he came to Lincoln county.
A location was selected about four miles north
from where \Vaukon is now located. and Mr.
Chaffee gave his attention to farming. In
1901. he sold his real estate and began buying
wheat at \Vaukon for a large company. He
has continued in that business ever since and
is now handling for a Seattle grain company.
In August, 1902, he opened a general mer
chandise establishment and since that time has
been steadily gaining a fine patronage. He
carries a large assorted stock and is a business
man of good ability.

In 1885. while still in California, Mr. Chaf
fee married Miss Kate Adams, a native of
Iowa, and to them three children have been
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Bremen and landin!? in Baltimore, whence
fronJ de his ,ray to Indiana where he labored
l!e 01\ and one half years. In the
tor. t reet· 188_ he labored in Minne-
spnncr a J L'"and one year later, came to 111-

sota tv He went to work for wages
coin coun ' h k

I e ~lTought for three years, t en too
where 1 d '1 h

I tea(] and bought Ian untI e owns
a lOnJes
his present large estate. .,

On February 17, 1889, Mr. VVltt marned
~Iiss :\Iollie Meyer of Sprague. Her parents,
iohn and Minnie (Maulke) Meyer, were born
, Germany and came to Indiana about 1875.
In . M W'The mother died in Chicago 111 1902. r. Itt
has the follo"ing brothers and sisters, Gustave,
Ferdinand, Herman, Mrs. Mollie Salzman and
~Irs, Tilly Sibley. Mrs. Witt has one.brother
and four sisters. To Mr. and Mrs. 'IN Itt, four
children have been born, William F., Minnie
E.. George A.. , and May. On October 13,
1904. William F. was taken away by death.
~Ir. and )'frs. \"'itt bc;long to the Evangehcal
Association and are active in general progress
and school matters. He has been a teacher
for sometime. They are wide awake and pub
lic spirited people and stand well in the county.

•••

THO~IPSON SMITH is a retired farmer
dwelling near Sprague. He was born in South
Carolina in 1854, the son of Enoch and Eliza
(:\1iles) Smith, natives of South Carolina.

The father moved to Tennessee in 1852, where
he farmed. He was county commissioner of
his county for a mm1her of years and served in
the Confederate army under General Forest.
He died in 1892, in that state. The mother
died there in 1893. Owing to the disturbance
of the Civil war, our subject received only a
lmllted education. He remained with his par
ents on the farm until twenty-one years of age
then began farming for himself. In 1877, he
came to Humboldt county, California, and there
engaged l1l buying and selling real estate for
~~~o years. Thence he journeyed to Walla

alla,and there followed the .same business for
~'o years. It was in 1882, when he came to

prague where he engaged in the livery busi
ness and also in buying and selling horses for
nme years ~1 S . h
Ii . . l\' r, mIt remarks that when he

rst came t S
h ,0 prague there were few well bred
orses In th . .e entIre country. He retIred from

business in the spring of 1891, and did nothing
until 1898, having been very much crippled in
the fire of 1895. In addition to the business
named, Mr. Smith has paid considerable atten
tion to farming but retired from that in 19°2,
selling some of his land. He recently sold two
other farms and still has some land in this
section besides an elegant residence in Sprague
and four hundred and eighty acres in Umatilla
county. Mr. Smith had four brothers, Enoch,
deceased; William A., Levi A. and Mrs. Julia
Terry.

On August 7, 1885, in Sprague, Washing
ton, Mr. Smith married Miss Katherine Mur
phy, daughter of Peter, K. and Martha Mur
phy, now living in Portland, Oregon. Mrs.
Smith has the following brothers and sisters,
Carrie, Minnie, Annie, Susan, Mattie and Mar
tha, a sister in a convent at VancoU\·er. To
l\'lr. and Mrs. Smith five children have been
born, Harry E., attending the Blair Business
College in Spokane; T. Clifford, Helen,
Geneva, and Mary C.

Mr. Smith is a member of the Masonic
lodge and also of the Maccabees. He is the

I only man in Sprague who was here when the
Masonic lodge was fonned and Mr. Smith de
sires to preserve the fact that the original cor
ner stone laid for the Masonic building. lies
about twelve feet back from the northeast cor
ner, of the present building.

•••

JOHN F. J. KOEGLER is one of Lincoln
county's progressi ve and industrious agricul
turists. Like' many of America's most sub
stantial citizens, he came here from the Father
land, having been born there on March 24,
1842, His parents, Gottlieb and Minerva
(Lenton) Koegler, were natives of Germany
and there remained until their death. Our sub
ject's grandfather, Henry Koegler, was a lieu
tenant in the German army and did good serv
ice in the war with France. He was captured
by the French on one occasion. John F. \~ent

to school in Germany and then began farmmg.
Later on he handled a lumber yard during his
residence there and spent five years in the regu
lar army and took part in the wa~ against
Austria in 1866, and also in some other por
tions of Germany. In February, 1869, Mr.
Koegler came to the United States and after
spending some time in Chicago, went thence
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Minnick. He has four brothers, Bela 0.. c
ductmg a bakery at Davenport; John J . on
. . Id I] HT ., reSId_Ing In a 10 ; ames vv., a farmer in D I

d G . OOgas
county, an eorge M. HIS two siste. rs are
Laura E., \\'Ife of ] ames]. Inkster and L II
F h '" I d ue a., w 0 IS SIng e an a teacher in Doul1las
COUr1'ly, •
. September 13, 1883, at Spangle, our sull
Ject was ulllted In marriag: to ~1ar)' .~.
Dashlel, who was born In Lmatilla COUnt\'
Or.egon.. Her father, Frederick E. Dashiel:
dIed Apnl 22, 1903, at :Mt. Hope, Spokane
county. He was a Spokane county pioneer,
havmg reSIded there over thirty years. Her
mother, Margaret (Peach) Dashiel, is a na
tive of Iowa, and now r:sides at Nit. Hope,
Spokane county, Mrs. GIbson has six broth
ers. \Villiam, a Montana merchant; George c.,
Fred, Eugene, Ray and Glenn, residing at ;'It.
Hope. She has two sisters, Maggie, wife of
T. D. Hinch. of the firm of Loy & Hinch,
Fairfield, Washington, and Kate, \I'ho is single
and resides at Mt. Hope. To Mr, and jlrs.
Gibson have been born seyen children, Gn\',
Charles. Arthur, Maimi, Marybell, Fred and
Stanley.

Mr. Gibson is a member of the K. O.
T. :M., F. A. of A., I. O. G. T., all of Daven
port. Politically, his affiliations are with the
Democratic party, he is patriotically active in
politics and has served frequently as delegate
to state and county conventions. Both he and
his wife are members of the Christian church.
He is popular with all and highly esteemed by
a wide circle of friends and acquaintances.

ALICE XEAL. superintendent of the
public schools of Lincoln county, Wash1l1glon.
and sister of Superior Judge ::\'eal. reSides at
Davenport. She was born in Fairfield count\',
West Virginia, the daughter of Andrew D:
and Malinda (Newman) Xeal, mentIO~' at
Wh0111 will be found in another portion at. thiS
work. She has three brothers and one sister.

J udge Neal' ]olm M .. a farmer. and George I.,
, .. ., d \!arr

an attorney, both of \Vest \ilrg1l11a, an . 0

gie, wife of David Nevelle. d in
Miss Neal was reared and edllcate,ilJe

\Vest Virginia attending the BarboUr. \ .
, 1 ,,'est 10

College in Campbell count\'. am came be' • - 1 She -
189 1 with her brother, Judge l\ea .

to Bureau county, Illinois, and engaged in
farming. From the time that he first landed
in this countr.y until the present, he has been
continuoush' blessed with excellent success in
financial matters. He remained in Bureau
county until 1876 then sold out and went to
Benton county, Iowa. Two years later \ve '
find him in Ida county, Io\\'a. \I'here he con
tinued for seventeen years. Having accumu
lated a large property he finally decided to
come \I'est. ,Accordingly we see him in the
Big Bend country in 189 I and he soon bought
fiye hundred and twenty acres where he now
lives about four miles southwest from Edwall.
In addition to this he farms a section of school
land and is one of the wealthy grain producers
in Lincoln county. The entire property is \Yell
fenced, impwyed with buildings, windmill, or
chard and so forth and shows abundance of
excellent skill in farming,

While in Bureau county. Illinois, in 1875,
Mr. Koegler married :Miss Kate Rufer, a na
tive of Germany, To them eight children
have been born, Charles, Harry, Amelia, de
ceased, Emma, Lillien, Fred, Albert, and
William.

Mr. and l'vIrs. Koegler. are members of the
Seventh Day A,d\'entistchurch and are known
:IS exemplary people.

,
I,,
!

• . • !

CH.-\RLES C. GIBSON, deputy treasurer I
of Lincoln county, \Vashington. resides at Da\'- :
enport. He is the son of Oliver H. P. and i
Mary J. (Deatley) Gibson, the father a na
tive of Pennsyh'ania; the mother. of Virginia.
The anceS'trv of the mother were French

~

Huguenots, fo.r many generations back. She
passed a\\'ay at Davenport in 1901. The fa
ther lives at Davenport, aged ninety years.

1...-ntil he had arrived at the age of twenty
fi\'e years. our subject had resided in Clinton
county, .:\1issouri, where he attended dis:trict
school and the Stewartsville College, He then
remoyed to Colorado, where for eighteen
months he taught school, coming to Spokane
county, \\'ashington, in 1881. He taught
school at Latah, Spangle, Davenport. and so
forth. making his home on his farm. near Al
mira. twelve years. Mr. Gibson has been in
the office of the county treasurer as chief
deputy, since the incumbency of Treasurer
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Canada, aged sixty-five years. Both "'ere born
in Ontario. The brothers of Mr. 1IcInnis are:
Donald, Mack, Hugh, Neil and Alexander.
One sister, Catherine, is dead.

On December J 4, 1899, occurred the mar
riage of Mr. McInnis and Catherine Goddard,
who was born in Iowa and who came to Lin
coln county "'jth her parents twelve years since.
Her father is Benjamin and her mother Anna
Goddard, both no,,· lil'ing in Davenport.

Mr. and Mrs. ::-'fcInnis have one child, Mar
garette G. McInnis.

WILLIAM GOHLMAN. To no class of
people more than the farmers is due the pres
ent prosperous conditions of Lincoln county.
Among' those who have wrought wisely and
well is the gentleman whose name stands at
the head of this sketch. He resides 'about a
mile southwest of Harrington and was born
on January 29, 1864, in Clinton county, Iowa.
His father, Henry Gohlman, was born in Ger
manI" and came to the United States at the,
age of twenty. He made settlement in Clin
ton county, Iowa, and there served as county
recor:der for four vears. He was well educated-in both the German and the English. He is
now residing in the city of Clinton, Iowa, aged
seventy-one. He married Henrietta Brincker,
also a native of Germany. She is still living
in Clinton, aged seventy-five. They raised the
follo"'ing named children, Henry. Martin, Ru
dolph, William, who is our, subject, and Mrs.
Mary Buck.

o \\'illiam was educated in Clinton and in
1884 started to work for himself, beginning
operations in constructing railroads in western
Iowa and follO\yed the same in Nebraska, Min
nesota Dakota and Montana for four vears,, .
then came the determination to secure a home
for himself and accordingly he turned toward
the territory of \\'ashington and in the spring
of 1888. he landed in Lincoln county and be
gan working for ,,-ages. He soon located a
homestead and began improvements. He also
did considerable breaking of the prairie for
other parties and prospered well in his farm

, labors. In r898. he bought his present home
place.. "'hich is a farm of four hundred and
eighty acres. t\vo-thirds of which is devoted to
,,-heat raising. The place is supplied with good'

• • •

JOHN McINNIS conducts a livery busi
ness in Harrington. He was born in Ontario,
Canada, March 17, 1871. He was educated
in the public schools of Canada, and came to
Lincoln county in the fall of 1895. He went
10 Davenport, where he worked for his brother
for three years, then purchased a livery stable
in Reardan, which he managed for one year
then sold it to engage in a similar, business in
Harrington. His brother, Alexander, has al
lI'ays been a partner with him in business. Af
ter coming to this city in. 1900 the brothers
rented a livery barn for a time and started in
business on a small scale, but later they pur
chased a lot and erected their. own building,
seventy by ninety-five feet in dimensions, in
whIch they nOlI' carryon the leading livery
bUSIness of the town. They keep a complete line
of I'ehlcles. are well supplied with horses and
al ' 1so nm a feed and sale business. They carry
tJ~email to Earl postoffice, and are proprietors
ot the, Harrington-Davenport stage. Their firm
style IS McInnis Brothers. Our subject owns
a good home and some choice property in to\1'l1
and~~ 111 a generally prosperous condition.
and ~ parents of Mr. McInnis were Donald
fo 'largaret (McDonald) McInnis. the
. r111er ha\'lng died in 1902, in his seventieth
lear, and the latter of whom is still living in

hin<Y at Sprague, Lil]coln county, where
gan te<lC " . I \'1"1

al'lled twO years, gomg t lence to ., 1 -
she rem .

'here she taught three years, and 111 1895
bnr. \\ . d fbi"she was elected supeTlnten ent 0 pu IC 111-

struction for Lmcoln county, on the Popu
list ticket. "'hich had been endorsed by th;::
Democratic party. She served one term most
efficiently, and was renommated by ~he. Demo-

ts but "'as defeated by a shm maJoTlty, and
c~ , .
h then taught in the Davenport hIgh school

t
s

~o )·ears. In 1902 Miss Neal was re-elected.
II .. b f

Fraternally our subject IS a mem er 0

Henrietta Chapter, O. E. S., of Sprague, \\Tash
ington' Excelsior Lodge, No. 108, Rebekah
Degree', Davenport, of which she is past noble
grand: Ladies of the Maccabees, Spokane Hive
:;0. 13, Spokane, \\Tashington; Rhodendron
Circle Women of vVoodcraft, Davenport, and
F. A. of A., Davenport. Miss Neal is a mem
ber of the Methodist Episcopal church, and is
highly esteemed by a large circle of friends.
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improvements, as house, barn, well, wind mill,
orchard and so forth. Mr. Gohlman has a
stock of horses and cattle and is one of the
well-to-do citizens of this portion of the county.

On XO\'ember 11,1898, Mr. Gohlman mar
ried Miss Loretta Br~wn who was born in
California, the daughter of James and Jennie
(Glascock) BrO\m. The father is deceased
and the mother is li\'ing in Harrington. Mrs.
Gohlman has two brothers and one sister,
Frank, Lela and Harry.

Mr. Gohlman is a member of the VI'. \"1.
and one of the progressi\'e men of the com
munity. T \\"0 children have been born to the
family, \Vayne and Ylean.

Mr. Gohlman landed in this country with
out anv means and all that he owns now is the,
result of his industry and thrift.

• ••

WILBUR HINSHA\V was born in Walla
\Valla county, \Yashington. on December 9,
1860, the son of Luke and Isabel (McKinney)
Hinsha\\, both now deceased. At the age of
three years he was taken by his parents to
\"!ashington county, Oregon, where he later
attended the common schools as he grew to
manhood on a farm. In the spring of 1879
he came to \Valla Walla, and the following
year he, with his father and mother, his broth
er, John D. and sister, Endora, came to Lin
coln county, where his father took a homestead
in the vicinity of the present site of the town
of Mohler. Here they engaged in the stock
business. having an abundance of open graz
ing land,-in fact their nearest neighbor lived
distant ten miles. In 1891 \"!ilbur Hinshaw
took a homestead, which he still owns. He has
added to his original claim until he now owns
three hundred and twenty acres, about one
half of which is cultivated farm land, and the
remainder used for pasturage of Iive stock,
the raising of which is one of the leading
branches of his agricultural business, In this
business he is in partnership with his brother.

Mr.. Hinshaw was married to May Lacey,
a natin of Indiana and daughter of John B.
and 'Martha Lacey, both now living in Stevens
county. \Vashington. This union has been
blessed with four children: Edna M" Floyd
K., Martha and Vera.

Mr. Hinsha\\' is a prosperous and promi-

nent farmer, and it is the general suppo , ,
h h I fi ,Slt!on

t at e was t le rst male whIte child to be
born in Walla vValla county.

• ••

GEO~GE E., BUTLER is a farmer and
stock raIser resldmg three miles north
f G 'ffi I d' ' eastrom n ~ 1 an t~n nules north from Ritz-
nile. and hIS fann bes III Lincoln county nea
the county boundary line. r
, Mr. Butler was born on :\ugust 29, 1836,
111 Jefferson county, Mlssotm. the son of Joel
and Margaret (Morrison) Butler, natives of
Jefferson and Crawford counties, Missouri
respectively. The father was a veteran of th~
Black Hawk war and a pioneer of California
of 1849. He died in that state durino- the year
of his advent there. The subject's gr~ndfaiher,
Edward Butler:, was of Irish descent. born in
Kentucky. came to Jefferson county, Missouri,
when a boy and purchased a Spanish land
grant where now stands the city of De Soto,
where he lived the remainder of his life, The
mother of George E. Butler died in her natire
state.

The brothers and sisters of Mr. Butler, are:
William C, Mrs. Elizabeth Pratt, living, and
John M., Sarah A, Mrs, Ella Wilkinson and
Mrs, Josephine Butt, deceased.

The school education of our subject lI'a!
limited to a few months spent in a primitire
log school house.' He crossed the plains in
the spring of 1853 with a train of seventeen
immigrant wagons drawn by oxen. The pany
arrived at Marysville, Califomia, after a long
and perilous journey, having had a serious fight
with the Indians on' the Truckee river 111 which
two of the immigrants were killed. In Cali
fornia Mr. Butler engaged in mining, which
business he followed until enlisting in the army
in 1855 during the conflict with the Indians
known as the Rogue River \rar. HIS elder
brother, was also a soldier during thIS war,
On November 3 1861 at Jacksonville, Ore-., F' 't
gon, Mr. Butler enlisted in Company A, Ir,.
Oregon Cavalry, and was made a sergeant ot
his company. He did service in Eastern Ore
gon and along the emigrant roads farther east
against the Indians for thr,ee years, when he

- eTl'ICe
was given an honorable discharge trom s .

t sklrhaving been engaged in many despera e ,
mishes with the savages and on every occasIOn
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't' g himself with credit both to himselfacquIt In . . .
and his company.. He IS now reCelVll1g a pen-
. for his services. In 1863, dunng the

SlOn SF' b
th of \pril he went to an ranCISCO yman . , .

boat, and ten days late~ he start~d by ship for:
Kew York city, arnvll1g at his destll1atlOn
;wenty-three days later. From, New York. he
went to his old home and was there marned,

d ring April 1867, to Meka Garrett, a na-
II , M" d I htive of Jefferson coun.ty, Issoun, an ( aug -

ter of William and Eliza A. Garrett. In the fall
of 1886 Mr. Butler brought his family to the
Big Bend and took a homestead near his pres
ent farm and engaged in the stock business.
He bas lived on his present farm twelve years,
and now owns eleven hundred and twenty acr.es
of good land. His farm is one of the best
in the county.

Mrs. Butler died on November 29, 1900,
learing a family of eleven children: Belle, wife
of Charles Herschberger, Ritzville; Georgia,
wife of William Johnson. Ritzville; Victor,
married to Jessie Leonard, Farmington, \iVash
ington; Edward, marrjed to Pearl Sage, Ritz
ville; Margaret, wife of Putnam Farrington,
Farmington; Grace, married to Lewis Lacey,
Chewelah, Washington; Gertrude, wife of
Hacom Lemman, Ritzville; Estella, wife of
John Lacey, Chewelah; Glene E., William R.
and Mary Ellen. Besides these Mr. Butler has
lost four children, who died in infancy.

Mr. Butler. is a member of the G. A. R.;'
at Ritzville, and with most of his children, be
longs to the Christian church, to which church
his wife also belonged when alive.

• ••

LUKE HINSHAW was a native of Ross
(ounty, Ohio, born September 9, 1819. During
hiS early (hildhood he was taken by his parents
to Indiana and at the age of fifteen he went to
~enry county, Iowa. In the spring of 1845
estarted across the plains with a yoke of oxen,

:mg a member of a party of sixty wagons
und for the Willamette vallev and arrived

at hIS d t' . . • ,
M es matl.on 111 the month of November.
,,{ Hmshaw lived at various places in the
f~:lIamette valley, and for a time conducted a

ry across the river at Oregon city.
in ~e ,,:as marded on November 23. 1851,

M K
·ashmgton county, Oregon to Isabella

• c mney . .', a native of Tippecanoe county,

Indiana, born March 31, 1831. J\1rs. Hinshaw
was the daughter of vVilliam and Anna
(\Valter) McKinney, natives, respectively, of
Ross county, Ohio, and \Vashington county,
Pennsylvania. The paternal ancestors of Mrs.
Hinshaw were of Irish stock, some of whom
served in the Revolutionary war in America.
The father was a pioneer of Oregon of 1845,
and at the age of eighty-seven, died in \Vash
ington county of that state in the year 1886.
The mother was closelv related to Reverend•
Phillip Dodgridge, a celebrated minister, and
died in Portland, Oregon, in 1898, aged ninety
two years. Mrs. Hinshaw's family removed to
Henry county, Iowa, from the state of her;
birth, and in 1844 started across the plains to
Oregon, but owing to misfortunes the family
was compelled to remain on the Platte river
until the following spring. ".hen they joined
the pa.rty of which Mr. Hinshaw was a mem
ber, and with it came on to Oregon. Mrs.
Hinshaw's parents made their home in \Vash
ington county until their. death.

After the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Hin
shaw they removed to Linn county, Oregon,
near Albany, where Mr. Hinshaw had a dona
tion claim of land. In the autumn of 1859
they came to \Valla Walla, \Vashington, and
soon afterward started a merchandise store near
the present location of the city of "'aitsburg,
on the \Valla Walla-Lewiston trails. Theirs
was the first store between these two points.

•
After remaining in that business a few years,
Mr. and Mrs. Hinshaw sold out. returned to
Oregon and for a short space of time con
ducted a store at Centerville. Later they sold
this business, came to the Big Bend and filed
on a homestead in 1880. Thein claim laYi
one-half mile south of the present site of
Mohler.. They were the first settlers in that
vicinity and their nearest neighbor lived ten
miles! distant. The health of Mr. Hinshaw
soon began to give way, and, returning to Ore
gon with the hope of being benefited, he died
in that state in 1883. However, he never dis-

. posed of his Big Bend homestead.
Mrs. Hinshaw has' three brothers and one

sister: James M., \Villiam, Jasper N. and Mrs.
Rachel Cornelius, the first two residents of
vVashington and the others of Oregon. She
makes her home a portion of the time with
her children and the remainder of 'the time with
her sister, whose home is in Portland.
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• ••

JOHN T. JORDAN is well kn?wn
throughout the Big Bend country as one at the
pioneers and his labors have been such that
he has won the esteem of alI those who hare
the pleasure of his acquaintance. He is well
acquainted with pioneer life in its lanous
phases and has ever done the part of a good
citizen and upright man. He \Ias born.111

Adams county, Illinois, on February 6. 18J I.

the son of William J. and Matilda E. (Burke)
I . JeffersonJordan. The father was )Ort1 111 I

countv. IlIinois. on September 20. 1820. am.
follo,~ed farming most of his life. He wa,

. I I" c\ whena pioneer of Adams county, I mOIS. an I
. I listed antthe MeXIcan war broke out, le en h

I 8-' e
served throughout the struggle. n I.:>J .

t CalIforOlawent via New York and Panama 0 e
. t I for on

where he sought the precIOUS me a d
'd cOllntl' anyear. Then he returned to .'1. amS '

....

Both Mr. and Mrs. Hinshaw have been 1898, came to Harrington. For two yea h
life-long members of the Presbyterian church. remained with his brother and then purc;s, ~

They reared a family of five children, whose a, quarter section of land just north from ~~er.
names and present addresses folIow: Dora, rmgton, It JS one of the finest pieces of wheat
married to F, \V, J'vIorgan, Mohler; \Valter E. !and to be found ,in the country and el'e,)' foot
and Rachel, now deceased; John D, married IS under cultIvatIOn, He has gained stead'l
to Bertha Lacey, Mohler, and \Vilbur M" also in wordly goods since coming here and is n~ ~
of Mohler. John D, Hinshaw is a prominent I in very comfortable cir.cumstances. He has II

farmer. owning three hundred and twenty I good house, outbuildings and so forth. ,rhil~
acres of land, He has two children, Herbert I the farm is welI. supplied with plenty of pure
B. and Cecil. I water. Mr, Kerr is a member of the Liold

AlI of the children ,,'er.e born in Linn coun- I Orange Society :--Jumber Twenty of Pittsbu'rg
ty, Oregon, \I·ith the exception of the last . and was also in the Order in Ireland. He be-
named, who is a native of \Vashington. . longs to the Presbyterian church.

On February 13, 1879, in Pittsburg, ~Ir.

Kerr married M iss Lizzie Clark, a native of
Lawrence county, Pennsylvania, In 1886. he
was calIed to mourn her death, She leit one
child, Mary A., who is now the wife of Jolm
T. Ruth, She is handling a dressmaking par
lor in A11egheny while her. husband is instrnc
tor in music, She and her husband are both
members of the Presbyterian church and he is
an elder in that denomination, Mr. Kerr has
traveled over the United States considerable
and gives as his testimony that no section that
he has ever visited is equal to the Big Bend
countrv for honest working men, He is one of
the highly esteemed citizens of this section
and has conducted himself so that he is 1\'Orlh)'

of the confidence of his felIows,

JOH::\' KERR is one of the later comers
to Lincoln county, yet is not one whit behind
the old pioneers in his devotion to this section,
in his enthusiasm and energy in building up
the country and making for himself a choice
home, He landed here with very little means
but has been very prosperous in his labors and
is now possessed of a comfortable home be
sides other property,

•
John Kerr \I'as born in the county of Down.

Ireland. July ZZ, 1839, the son of John and
Mary Kerr, natives of Ireland, Ivhere they also
died. The mother's death occurred when she
was aged ninety-three, They \I'ere th.e parents
of nine children, three of whom ar.e living,
Margaret, who remained ,,'ith her mother until
her death and is now living with our subject;
Thomas, residing near Harrington. John
grew up to manhood on the old home place in
Ireland and recei\'ed his education from the
public schools. \Vhen arri\'ed at manhood's
estate, he sailed from Londonderry, Ireland,
landing in :t\'e,,' York, then he came to Pitts
burg in 1870 and worked for the Pittsburg I
transfer company. He was in the noted Pitts- i
burg riots amI escaped pninjured. In 1878, he
journeyed west to Sac county, Iowa, and
bought a smalI farm, \vhich. howel'er he sold
later, and returned to Pittsburg. In 1895. he
went thence to \Vheeling, \Vest Virginia, and
eng-aged in the wholesale grocery business but
olving to reverses. lost his entire fortune, Re
turning- to Pittsburg. he engaged as watchman
in the Farmers Xational Bank and served two
years at \I'atch at fiity dollars per month. He
thus accumulated a little start and in March, .
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h remained until his death, March 26, 1876.t ere
H 'as a member of the 1. O. O. F. The mother
.e"born in Kentucky in 1828 and died in

"as I be fthe fall of 1853. She was a c e,:out mem r a

h Christian church. Our subject was reared
tedf ...

the farm and grew rugge rom Its In\'lg-
~~ting exercise.. In the adjacent schools he
laid the foundatIOns of a good education and
until 1872 was at the parental home. At the
date last mefltioned he went to western Kan
sas and spent some time hunting buffalo. In
the next spring he returned to Illinois and re
mained with his father until the death of the
latter. Then he learned the painter' s trade
and in 1878 entered the Gem City Business
College at Quincy, Il1inois, \I·here he finished
his education. In the spring of 1879 we find
young Jordan in Hutchinson, Kansas, painting
and in the fal1 of the same year he wen t ,-ia
San Francisco and Portland to \Valla \Val1a.
l\ext he located in Lewiston, Idaho, and in
January, 1880, he made his way to ~'1edical

Lake, Washington. He was also in Cheney
and Spokane, and in 1881 he located in
Sprague. For several years he diligently fol
lowed his trade, and in 1883 engaged as sales
man in one of the large stores of that city.
When the Coeur d' Alene excitement was on,
Mr. Jordan spent some time in prospecting,
then returned to the store where he continued
uninterruptedly until the big fire of 1895. The
next spring he went to Spokane and took up
the real estate business which occupied him
untIl 1901, when he accepted a position with
the .Western Historical Publishing Company as
biographIcal hlstonan, where he has continued
uninterruptedly since. Mr. Jordan has oper
~ted in this line over a large field and has per
tormed much of the Lincoln county biographi
cal "ark. He IS well and fa,'orablv kno,Yn to

all theold timers in Lincoln county' and stands
exceptlOnal1y well.

Yli On October 19, 1884,. Mr. Jordan married
. ss AnnIe Schultz, a natlve of Adams county
IllinOIS ,,'h th . ,. ere ey went to school together.
Yfrs Jord '.' an s parents are HenrI' and Per-
meha Schultz. Both were born i~ KentuckY
and m earl, d ' JIII" y ay pIOneered to Adams county.
T mOIS, Where they remained until their death,
~ Mr. and Mrs, Jordan two children ha"e

k n born, Charles E" now in business in Spo
ane and Eth 1M'a' e ane. Mr. Jordan was made
member of the 1. O. 0, F, in Illinois in 18/4,

He has passed the chairs of the lodge and now
holds his membership in the Imperial lodge in
Spokane. .vIr. and Mrs. Jordan are both mem
bers of the Christian church and are faithful
fol1owers of the teachings of that denomina
tion. Theirs is the faith that makes faithful and
they are both exemplary and highly respected
people.

•••

SOLO:YfO:-r H. :'IlILLER. The beautiful
and substantial residence of 1"1r. }'Iiller is about
three· miles northeast from Harrington and is
one of the choice places of the count", The

•
broad acres of a large farm surround and the
entire estate is one of great value and produc
tive of large returns annually. }'1r. :I'liller has
about one section producing wheat and the ex
cellent buildings, orchards, and other improYe
ments combine to make all attractiye and com

.fortable. The residence is of eight rooms ex
clusive of bath and closets and is provided 'Yith
hot and cold water and all other modern con
veniences. A first class water system supplies
the life giving fluid to all parts of the grounds
needed and the entire' premises speak forth the
thrift and taste of the owner.

Solomon H. Miller was born in Marion
county, Ohio, on January 6, 1859, the son of
Jacob and Matilda Mil1er. The father was
born in Pennsyh'ania, where his ancestors were
early pioneers, and they also fought in the
ReYolution, The mother was also born in the
Keystone state and she. traces her ancestry to
Germany as well as does her husband. Our
subject was trained in the schools of Fayette
county, Illinois, and in 1880, w.ent to Iow'a and
later to Dakota. In the fall of 1882, he made
his ,yay on out west. and in due time located
in CheneI'. For a few' months he w'orked for

•
wages and had opportunity to look O\'er the
country. Being impressed w'ith the fertility
and ach'antages of the Big Bend. :'Ilr. :Miller in
the fall of 1882 chose a pre-emption where he
now lives. Later he filed a homestead right on
it and then commenced the hard pull tCl open

i up a farm in this wild .country. For years he
labored along. scarcely seeing any progress un
til 1897, "'hen he was prospered excellently
and soon accumulated his present fine holding,

In ::\O\'ember. 1893, Mr. Miller married
I ~.Jiss Susan, the daughter of Jacob and Anna

Pfrender, and a native of Switzerland. The
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parents are now both deceased. Mrs. Miller
came to the United States when she was young.
In 1890, she went to Pennsylvania and in 1893,
she landed in Lincoln county. To this mar
riage t,vo children have been. born, vVesley \V.
and Hulda F. Mr. and Mrs. Miller are both
members of the Evangelical church and ha,'e
al,,'ays taken an active interest in church work.
At the pres.ent time, Mr. IVIiller is superintend
ent of the Sunday school and is an active pro
moter of all movements that are for the wel
fare of the community. Mr. and Mrs, Miller la
bored "ery hard for the first twel ve years of
their stay in this county and many hardships
and much self-denial were theirs to endure.
HO\ve,'er. they surmounted it all and now are
reaping the due re\vard of their industry.

• ••

ORL.'\~DER A~DERSON has resided
in the Big Bend country for over tv,'enty years.
During this time he has alwavs been found la
boring industriously in the c~re of his pri"ate
business enterprises and for the upbuilding of
the country. \-Vithout doubt he is to be classed
as one of the makers and builders of this pros
perous county and desen'es much credit for
what he has done. At present. he resides about I
eight miles southwest from Davenport where
he has a fine estate of o,'er. one section, five
hundred acres of which are in a high state of
culti,'ation and produce a most gratifying in
come annually. Owing to the wisdom and
thrift of r11r. Anderson his farm is a model one I

in almost every respect and he deserves great
credit not only for the skill displayed but for
the ,,'ay in which he has stimulated others in
the industry.

Orlander Anderson was born in Sweden on
January 3, 1856, the son of Andrew and Anna
Anderson, natives of Sweden. They live there
at the present time. He has two brothers. Olaf
and Aaron, Our subject r.eceived his educa
tion before he was sixteen and at that time
came via Liverpool and New York to Pennsyl- I

vania. In 1878, he journeyed thence to Sierra
county. California, and worked for a salary
until 1883. In the fall of that year he came to
the Big Bend country and located his present
place as a homestead, Ever since that timehe
has given painstaking and careful attention to
the culti,'ation of the land and has made a

brilliant success in his labors. When h
tied here, the bunch grass prairies were el Set-

b k a most
un ro en by se.ttle.rs and. he has seen the de-
velopment of thIS nch sectIon. He has end d
many hardships, had great difficulty tou~~
started but he has shown the determInation a d
grit that have won the day. n
. On December 27, 1903, Mr. Anderson mar

ned MISS Ehzabeth Johns, a native of Penns)"l_
vama. Her father, J enkm Johns, ,vas a native
of \-Vales and came to Pennsylvania when a
young man. He was among the first pioneers
to Li?coln county and resides there at the pr.es
ent time. The mother of Mrs, Anderson is
Anna Johns, also a native of \-Vales and now
li"ing in Lincoln county. Mrs. Anderson has
one brother, Vvilliam and four sisters Mar", ,
Minnie, Maggie and Edith. '

Mr. Anderson is a member of the A. F. &
A. lVI., and is of excellent standing in the com·
munity. To our subject and his wife, fire
children have been born, John W., l\Iaggie.
De,vey, Floyd and George,

Mr. Anderson remarks that from the time
he located here until 1897, O\\'ing to the hard,
ships of opening the farm, the wet year and the
panic since that, he was unable to get anything
ahead until J 897 and that his property has been
secured since that time. In addition to the
home place, he owns one hundred and sixtr
acres of timber land north from Da,·enport.

• ••

SYLVESTER R. WESP was born on De
cember 25; 1847, in Jefferson county, )lew
York. His father. Frederick J. Wesp, was born
in Germany and came to the United States
when six years of age. He was raised in !\,eII'
York and then came to \Visconsin and alter
that to Iowa in which latter place he remained
until his death in 1891, being then sixt)~-sl~
years of age. The mother of our subJec,
Mary (Davis) Wesp, was born in New York
and died in Iowa in '1896 aged seventy. S).J
vester is the oldest of the family of eleven chil·
dren. all living but one. He came with hIS par'
ents to Richland county \Visconsin. "'here ~e

, . d' 'n WIS-was ,educated, completing hIS stu les I. d
consin upon graduating from the. Rlchla,~
Center high school. Then the fa11111y 010: t
to Chickasaw county, Iowa. and aUf. SU~}~r
studied some in the Bradford Acadell1~..
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h spent some time in teaching in Iowa
that e . d "'1' ""1 E

d J
une 23, 1873, marne 1\ ISS i. ary .

an on 111' ,
G

'es a nati\'e of Stephenson county, 11100S.
ra' . C 'GHer parents, Christopher and atherme raves,

died in Chickasaw county, Iowa., Our subject
'ed a< assessor 111 hiS township for severalser' - ,

rears, being elected on the Democratic
i:cket. In the fall of 1880, he came to
Colusa county. Califo~lia, and one. year
later. ,'ia San FrancIsco. and Portland,
he journeyed to Walla \Valla.. After teach
ina some time in that VIC1l1Ity. he came
on" to Sprague and in the fall of 1883 was one
of the six men who made the first location in
the Coeur d'Alene excitement. He was with
Mr. Prichard in the discovery on Prichard
creek and did the recording of the claims there
located. For two years, he labored in the
Coeur d'Alene mining districts, then came to
Lincoln county and located a homestead where
he now resides, three miles northeast from
Harrington, Since locating here, Mr. \Vesp
has given attention to farming and school
teaching. He now owns two hundred and
forty acres of fine grain land all under culti va
lion and supplie9 with a good residence, large
barn, fine bearing orchard, plenty of water and
other improvements. He has also' sufficient
stock and implements for use on the farm and
1S a prosperous man.

To Mr, and l"lrs, \Vesp five children ha \'e
been born, Sidney P., who owns land adjoin
mg hIS father; Gertrude E" \vife of Charles
Cameron; Guy, in Alaska; Mabel, wife of Dan
iel Shriner, of !\ew Hampton Iowa and now
d '. 'eceased and Carrie 1.

•••

JAMES E. ROBE\SON is a prosperous
rarmer owning four. hundred and eighty acres
of ChOlce agricultural land one and one-half
~1~les west and one-half mile north of Moscow.
\ashll1gton. Born Januar)' 28 1857 atBI ' . ,

OOl11l11gton, Indiana. he was the son of John
G. and Ellen (Fink) Robinson. natives respect
Ively, of Ohio and Pennsylvania. The father's
ancestors came from Ireland. He came to
Bloo?lington in 1856 and is still living there
In h,S seventy-ninth year. He is a retired
farmer. The mother died in 189 I.

M Mr.. Robmson has two sisters: Ella, and
. rs. LIZZie Hunter, of Indiana.

Our subject received a thorough common
school education and took a course in college.
In the spring of 1882 he came west, stopping
for a space at Cheney, \Vashington, and in the
fall of that year filed on his present home as a
homestead, He being a pioneer settler here,
he found it hard to make a living on his land
alone. so took work on the construction of the
l\'orthem Pacific railroad. He worked on the
road in Montana until the golden spike was
driven, when he returned to his Big Bend farm
and began to make imprQ\'ements.

On May 3, 1889. Mr. Robinson was joined
in marriage to Caroline Macklenburg, a native
of Germany. Her parents were Ferdinand and
Mary Macklenburg, early settlers in Minne-

I sota and now residents of Medical Lake,
Washington. Six children have blessed this
union: Ellen, Ernest, Mabel, George De,vey,
Everett and Bernice. Mr. Robinson is a mem
ber of the Modern \Voodmen fraternity,

The first few years Mr. Robinson'spent in
this county he lived in a twelve-by-sixteen cabin,
\vhich later. has been supplanted by a large ten
room house with all the modern conveniences.
His improvements are all in keeping ,vith the
up-to-date farm, \vith a large bearing fruit or
chard and an excellent water system. He has
an abundance of live stock and farm machin
ery and implements to carryon his business, of
which he is making a signal success,

• ••

OSCAR LEIPHAM resides on a well-im-
I proved farm of four hundred and eighty acres

three miles east and four miles south of Da\'
enport, He is a nali\'e of \Vyoming county,
Pennsylvania, born October 31, 1864, the son
of Peter Leipham, whose biography is sketched
elsewhere in this volume and Phoebe Leip
ham, both of whom are now living in Daven
port.

In February, 1879, our subject with his
mother and family. came to Port Townsend,
\Vashington, via San Francisco, the fathen
having previously located there. In the spring
of 1882 they all came to the vicinity of Medical
Lake, and to Lincoln county. one year later.
Our subj ect, when sixteen years of age, began
working in the construction of the Northern
Pacific railroad, and he also worked more or
Jess in various sawmills. He was the eldest of
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a family of five children, and continued to
work for wages for several years, though he
made his home with his parents.

During the month of May, 1900, Oscar
Leipham took for his wife Miss Nannie Jayne,
born in the same place as was he, and daughter

. of Ed\\'ard Jayne, who makes his home with
his son-in-law.

:\1r. Leipham came to his homestead \vith
limited means indeed. He was in partnership
\\,ith his father for a number of years, and to
gether they have passed through many trying
experiences and hardships.

The farm of our subject is improved and
cultivated accor.ding to the most modern and
up-to-date methods, and he makes a success of
his business, that of grain raising. Oman sta
tion on the Seattle & Lake Shore railroad is
situated on his farm, and here our subject and
his father conduct a warehouse for grain.

1\1r. Leipham is a member of the Knights
of Pvthias and the \ Voodmen of the \Vorld•
fraternities, .

1'\1'0 children have blessed the marriage of I'

M r. and :\Irs, Leipham, Alice H, and another
child \\ho is now an infant in arms.'

•••

ORSO~ TUCKER lives on his well-im
proved farm of one hundred and sixty acres
three miles east and five and one-half miles
south of Davenport, \Vashington. He was
born in Yuba county, California, October 21,
1862, the son of John J. and Mary (Shockly) i
Tucker. The father was born at Great Bar- I
rington, Massachusetts. came to California in
1850. where he followed mining for a space
and afterward settled in Yuba county, where he I
is nOlI' li\'ing a retired life at the age of sev
entv. The mother of Mr. Tucker was born in

•

Iowa and crossed the plains with her family in
the early days to California. She died in 1876.

Mr. Tucker had two sisters, Mrs. Laura
Hatty and Mrs. Lucy Copenhaver, who are
no\v deceased.

After the death of his mother Mr. Tucker
\\'as taken to rear by his aunt, and while in her I

charge he attended school for a number. of
years. As he became older he went to live with
a John Hogan. He stayed with Mr. Hogan
for some years. during which time he drove
stage for him four years in California and with

him came to Lincoln Countv \\"'sh'
l' ' .' U In~n

hey came here 111 1882, and for se"en' '
1\;1 l' k ' k d . years
l\ r. uc er. wor e m the employ of Mr
Hogan, He located hiS present hOOle .
homestead and has made it his home e\'er sas a. l11ce
He now owns three hundred and t\\enty ., acres
of agrIcultural land all of which is in c I .

. d I' u Il·\'atlon an we I Improved. He farms his 0 .

land and in addition rents five hundred ac'ln
I '" ~

eac 1 year, r:alsll1g gram exc1usi~·ely. In 1903
he har.vested 14,000 bushels ot \\·heat. ~I

Tucker is a member of the Foresters lodge ~i
Davenport.

•••

CHARLES L. HOTALIXG is classed as
one of the earliest pioneers of the Big Bend
country, for in June, 1880, he settled on his
homestead about six miles south from lI'here
the to\\"11 of Harrington now stands, Without
means and alone, he undertook the task of
opening up a farm and knows \I·ell the hard·
ships and arduous labors needed to accomplish
such a task. He has given his attention to rais
ing grain for nearly twenty-five years in this
section and has done much for the improve·
ment and development of the country. He
now resides about four miles north of Har·
rington and has a fine farm of one hundred and
sixty acres, It is improved in excellent shape
and pr.ovided \vith all buildings necessary. }Ir.
Hotaling is one of the well-to-do men of the
country and a highly respected citizen. .

Charles L. was born on J ul)" 18. 1859. In

OgLe county, Illinois. His father. Major John
R. Hotaling, was born in Schoharie county,
K ell' York, and came to Ogle county, IlIIIIOlS.

as a pioneer. There he enlisted as a captam m
Company A, Second Illinois' Cavalry. In the
first part of the war and was afterwards pro
moted to major on General Logan's staff. He
served with distinction all through the war•
then returned to his farm in Illinois where he
remained until his death in his sixty-ninth year.
The mother of our subject was Sophia (:Val.
lerhouse) Hotaling. a native of :--ew lork.
She died during the Civil war. Our subject
has one sister. Mrs. Emma J\lallory, and one
half-brother, Jay R." an attorney in Chl~~TI~:
Charl~s L. grew ?p m the tOl\'n of R~ In
Illmols. and receIved a good ec1ucatlO . 1\e
the spring of 1875 he went to Beatnce: . h

' nUl t ebraska, and there worked for wages u
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. t' 1878 then came via San Franciscospnng 0, .
-\Iban\' Oregon, and engaged wIth a log-

to ' th<t' In the spring of 1880, he came
gll1<T ou . fi

. "h team to the Big Bend country and led
WIt a L'k Ion a homestead as named above. I e near y
all the other pioneers, Mr. HotalIng was forced

to the older sectIons of the state to raIse
to go . f I'f d hey for the necessanes 0 I e an e con-
~:~~~d laboring along fait.hfully until he has

b O
me one of the substantIal men of the coun-

& f .
tr),. In 1886, he took the contract o. carrymg
the mail from Harnngton to Hesseltme, hand
ling that in addition to ~i~ farm. In 1890, Mr.
Hotaling sold hIS ongmal homestead and
bought a farm where he now PeSides. He has
considerable stock in addition to his other im
provements.

At Albany, Oregon, in September, 1879.
Mr. Hotaling married Miss Minnie Earl, a na
tive of California, and the daughter of Robert
and Larina (Powell) Earl. They are now
both living at· Earl postoffice in this county.
To our subject and his wife, three children
have been born, Vemie E., Eula G. and Le
ro), L.

Mr. Hotaling is a member of the 1. O. O.
F.. while he and his wife belong to the Re
bekahs and she is a member of the Presbyterian
church.

• ••
•

OTTO TISCHNER r.esides on a fine farm
two miles southeast of Davenport, \Vashington.
He is a native of Saxony, Germany, born De
cember 20, 1868, the son of Julius and Fred
erika Tischner. The father served in the Fran
co-Prussian Vvar, is a shoemaker by trade and
IS now living in Germany. The mother is
dead. Mr. Tischner has one sister, Mrs. Paul
me Stoke, who also lives near Davenport.

. Until arriving at the age of fourteen Mr.
TIschner lived on a farm in his native country,
then learned the baker's trade which he fol
lowed in Germany until the fall of 1892, when·
he came to New York city. During the same
year he came to Davenport. He worked for
wages for a few years and bought his present
:arm of two hundred and forty acres in June,
d&)8. He came here a poor man and had the
lsadvantage of the pioneer in that he found

no land to homestead and was compelled to
purch I .H. ase liS land from the railroad company.

IS land IS all suitable to agriculture and well

improved with a good house, barn and orchard.
Besides his home place he owns three hundred
and thirty acres of choice land near Rocklyn,
and a one-hundred-and-twentv-acre tract of-timber north of Davenport. He has a small
he:d of cattle and some horses, but his specialty
IS 111 the culture of grain.

Mr. Tischner has traveled a great deai, but
considers Lincoln county the best spot in Amer
ica, and fully intends making it his permanent
home.

On February 1 I, 1902. Otto Tischner took
for his wife Amelia Schultz, a native of Rus
sia-Poland. She is the daughter of August
and Lottie Schultz, both of whom are still liv
ing near Harrington, having come to Canada
from Poland twelve years ago, and from Can
ada to Harrington in 1901. Her parents are
well-to-do people, and have been parents of
twelve children .. of whom Mrs. Tischner is the
eldest. The children were evenly divided be
tween the sexes, and are all still living.

Mr. Tischner is a member of the A. O. U.
\V., and both he and Mrs. Tischner are mem
bers of the German Lutheran church.

• ••

EMIL ZELLMER is another striking ex
ample of the ambitious young man coming to
the country totally lacking in financial means
who, by his· own pluck and business capabili
ties, tills the soil and eventually works himself
up to a state of prosperity and influence in his
community.

Born on April 16, 1868, in the province of
Posen, Germany, he \Vas a son of August and
Ernestine (Wanke) Zellmer, both also natives
of the same province. The father, now seventy
years of age, who is living a life of retirement
on a faml in his native country, has been a man
of great prominence in the German army. He
was reared on a farm but early in his career
adopted the life of the soldier and soon suc
ceeded in working himself up in rank until he·
attained to the office of commander. He was
an officer during the war with Denmark, 1864;
,,,ith Austria two vears later, and with France-in 187°-71. For his bravery and for his sav-
ing of human life he was honored by the crown
with the Iron Cross medal, a marked distinc
tion in the German army. After his long ser
vice Mr. Zellmer resigned his commission to
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retire to his farm where he is now living with
his wife in comfort on a substantial income.

The brothers and sisters of Emil Zellmer
are: Mrs. Tilla Spilker, Mrs. Minnie Schuldt,
Mrs. Bertha Baum, Mrs. Ernestine Yanke,
Mrs. Emma Brandt, Mrs. Helen Kruger and
August.

The first fifteen years of Mr.. Zellmer's life
were spent on a farm, during which time he
received a liberal German education. In the
spring of 1883, in company with his sister Min
nie, he sailed from Hamburg, and twelve days
later arri\'ed in N ew York. They came on the
steamer Frisia, carrying on that voyage one
thousand five hundred and seventy-five pas
sengers. \vhich later \"as lost in a wreck. From
1\1ew York .Mr. Zellmer came west to Chip
pewa county. Minnesota, where he attended
school in order to master the English tongue.
In 1887 he came to Spokane, where he worked
at various occupations until coming to the vi
cinitv of Rocklvn in 1888. As soon as he. ~

r,eached his majority he filed on a homestead
here. which, by \\'orking for wages among his
neighbors, he imprm'ed, and after making final
proof on his claim he sold it and purchased a
farm near Harrington. This he also sold, and
bought his present farm in 1903. He now
owns four hundred and eighty acres, most of
which is agr.icultural land, good modern build
ings, plenty of water, stock and farm imple
ments.

On November 27, 1892, Emil Zellmer was
married to Elizabeth Bargmann, a natiye of
Holstein. Germany, both of whose parents are
dead. Her brothers and sisters are: John.
Mrs. Emma Greenburg, and Mrs. Maggie Ful
ler. To J\1r. and Mrs. Zellmer have been born
five children: Albert E., Emma E., Edward
H., Frida E. and Walter A.

Both :Mr. and Mrs. Zellmer are members of
the German Methodist Episcopal church.

• ••

PETER LEIPHAM, one of the early
pioneers of the Big Bend country, is now living
a life of ease and retirement on a small tract
of lam\ adjoining the city of Davenport. Born
in \\'yoming county. Pennsylvania. October 9.
1839. his early years, like those following. were
spent on the frontier. His father. whose name
the subject bears. was a native German, who.

during early life. emigrated to France d
. d h d" . .an mJoye t e 1stmctlon of havin<r ser\· 1 '

Id' . 1 k f b er as a
so I~rdl~t 1~ran I s a the poweriul army Com,

h
ma11C e y dapMo eonLBonaparte. While \rith

IS cornman r. elpham participated in
many of the bloody battles of the great general
and \\'as repeat~dly.\\~ou?ded by gunshot and
spear, from whIch 1I1Junes he \\'as a sufferer
for seventeen years after leaving the Fr h

O
.. F ,enc

army. _lIIttmg. rance, he returned to his
natIve country where he was married to Cath.
anne Bayennger, the subject's mother. Sao
aft~r his. marriage Mr. L~ipham and his youn~
WIle. emlg-;ated to the ~111terl States. landing
at ?\ e\\' \ ark.. from \"hlch port they pressed
on mto the wIlderness. settling on the place
where the son. with whom this sketch deals,
was born, and where both the parents died.
The father at death was seventy-six years of
age. having been born in 1784. and the mother,
who passed away two years before her hus·
bane!. was sixtv.

~

As has been intimated earlier in this sketch,
Peter Leipham was born in a primitive log
cabin erected by his pathfinder father on a bit
of clearing in the wilds of the early Pennsyl.
vania forest. Here his boyhood days were
spent in much the same manner as were those
of the ordinary pioneer's son.-helping to clear
the homestead. and at possible intervals attend
ing school in the old log schoolhouse, to reach
which entailed a three mile journey on foot.
His family was among the first settlers in that
localitv. As the countrY became populous he
embari<ed in the butchering business, which he
followed for five vears. Nm'ember 19, 1863
he was married to Phoebe' A. Jayne, whose
parents. Aaron and Mary (Luce) Jayne, also
were identified with the early history of Penn
svlvania. At about the age of eighty years
they are both now living on the old Jayne
homestead, neither having ever set foot outSide
the state nor ridden on a railroad. .

.' Both Mr. and Mrs. Leipham COI11: WI
families of eleven children. there being SIX gn 5

and five boys in each family. . '11' to
In 1876 Mr. Leipham brought hiS faml . h

this state settling on Whidby island, near
B
t e

'. the Ig
to\\'11 of CoupevIlle. Thev came to h• '1 sout-
Bend and took a homestead ·eight 1111 es rt

. Davenpo '! east of Cottonwood Spnngs. now b t "

I h · ,-as U "in 1881. The countrv at t at time \ 1 r\'.' anr "e
, \'ast expanse of bunch gr:lss pratne. .



PETER LEIPHAM
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I ' settled, there being only two houses
sparse) d D' h' J'f

h Davenport now stan s. unng IS I e
w ere . h h d d h. h Big Bend Mr. Lelp am as en ure t e
lUte "'d ltth'

d h'ps and VICISSltu es usua 0 e pioneer.har s I .
He began by erectin~ a lo.g cab:n twelve by
. t en feet in dimenSIOns, m which he domo

SIX e
ciled his family of seven. and a small barn made

f d For three years he was compelled toa so . .
ke hav of the natIve bunch grass; and all

m~plies 'were brought in from Sprague. the
~~arest point, distant twenty-five miles. Flour,
t that time, cost eight dollars pel' barrel. bacon
~wenty cents pe~ pound. and other provisions
brought proportIOnate pnces; so to the man
of limited means, as was Mr. Lelpham, the
support of a family on the Big Bend prairie
was of serious moment. However, he pros
pered well. so that now he and his eldest son,
Oscar, ow; about fifteen hundred acres of choice
farming land, well improved with good build
ings, orchard, et cetera. He also owns three
hundred and twenty acres of improved land
near Edwall. His present home consists of
seven acres. situated as stated at the beginning
of this sketch, well improved and comfortably
appointed, where the aged couple is living the
life of the retired farmer.

The family comprises five children, all of
whom, except the youngest. were born in Penn
sylvania, and all living in the immediate vicin
ity of Davenport. Their names are; Oscar,
who was married to Nancy Jayne; Ada, now
the wife of James Glasgow; Mary, now Mrs.
James Elliott; Jennie, the wife of John Yank
Siver. and Warren. married to Lena Slate. The
family also now includes fourteen grandchil
dren.

Mr. Leipham was president of the Lincoln
coumy fair of 1903, which fact goes to show
111 a measure the confidence placed in him by
hiS fellows and the high esteem in which he
IS

U
held. .He is regarded as being a genial andf bhc spmted citizen, and is a man especially

nterested 111 good schools and education.

•••
EPH .

. RAIM JOHNSON, a farmer resid-
1I1g on We1ch creek, four and one-half miles
east of C t W . .
S res on, ashmgton was born m

weden J '.J ,anuary 22, 1856. HIS parents were
h
onas

and Stena Johnson, both now dead. He
1~~t~~e %other, William, and one sister, Mrs.

a aed, both living in Minnesota.
ao

•

Ephraim Johnson came to the United
States with his parents at the age of eight
years and settled in Nicollet county, Minne
sota, wher.e he grew to manhood on a farm. In
the spring of 1884 he came to 'Washington,
and spent two years engaged in farming in
the Palouse country. He then came to Lin
coln county and took a homestead near Cres
ton, where he was a pioneer settler. Here he
was compelled to work for wages for a space
in order to get the necessary money with which
to improve his claim, and eventually he ac
cumulated four hundr.ed and eighty acres of
land. This land he sold in 1902 and pur
chased his present home, which comprises three
hundred and twenty acres, all of which is good
grain land. A great portion of his farm lies
on bottom land and can be irrigated. He has
first class buildings and improvements, with
a three acre orchar.d. He has an abundance
of farm implements and stock to successfully
prosecute his business.

Ephraim Johnson was married on Decem
ber 29, I88r, to Ida C. LellerJ,gren, a native of
Illinois. Her parents were .'~ugust and Mary
Dellengren, who come to America from
Sweden, settled first in Illinois and later in
Nicollet county, Minnesota,. They came to
Creston in 1887, and there both died during
the month of June, 1903.

To Mr. and Mrs. Johnson have been born
six children: Delia, wife of Charles Brennan;
Charles, Arthur, Myrtle, Phillip and Lloyd.

•••

JOSEPH M. HARRIS is a farmer re
siding three miles southeast of Miles postoffice,
Lincoln county, \Vashington. He was born
July 23, 1864, in Madison county. Indiana,
the son of Andrew anel Margaret. (Dwiggins)
Harris, both of whom are still living in the
county of our subject's birth, in which both
were born. Mr. Harris, senior. has spent his
entire life in this county, of which he was at
one time the sheriff.

The brother and sisters of Mr. Harris are:
Thomas, Mrs. Maggie Shell, Mrs. Mrytle
Reeder, and Mrs. Bertha Young, all of Madi
son 'county, Indiana.

Joseph M. Harris grew to manhood on a
farm in his native county, receiving a good
common school education, and in March, 1886,
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-
went to Columbus, Ohio, and enlisted in the
r,egular army. His company was sent to Fort
Sherman, Idaho, and soon afterward to Fort
Spokane, To the latter fort the company
came in July, 1886, remained there three years
when it was again sent to Fort Sherman, After
three months here Mr. Harris was transferred
from Company B to Company G, Fourth Regu
lar Infantry, then stationed at Fort Spokane, I

and was honorably discharged March 28, 1891.
During his term of enlistment he was engaged
in many skirmishes with the Indians, of which
especial mention might be made of a fight in
the Kalispell valley,

Soon after leaving the army he engaged in
work on a farm, an~t after several years he lo
cated a homestead \\ here he still lives, He
also owns a quarter section of land near his
homestead. His land is for the greater part
suitable to agriculture, and what is not Mr.
Harris uses for pasture for a small herd of
cattle which he owns. He has his farm well
equipped as to buildings, with machinery and
horses sufficient to successfully carryon his
business.

On August 13. 1892, occurred the mar
riage of J oseph ~I. Hartis and Anna Bocke
muehl, the adopted daughter of Barnard and
Anna Bockemuehl, and to this union have been
born four children: Margaret, Bertha, Ellen
and Harold.

In fraternity circles Mr. Harris is known
as a member of the \\'oodmen of the :World
SOCtetv.- •••

•

DAVID M. CHAPEL is a farmer residing
one and-half miles north of Rocklyn, where he
settled in 1902 and engaged in farming fLlr
himself. Although a young man just starting
in life Mr. Chapel is doing well and forging
rapidly to the front rank of the well-to-do a~'~i

culturists of his county. He raises principally
grain, although he has a small herd of cattle
and a few horses.

David l'vf, Chapel was born on Camas Prai
rie, Idaho, March 18. 1883. He is the son of
Perry H. and Eliza (Platter) Chapel, both of
whom are nOI\' Iil'ing on a farm between
Sprague and Harrington, Lincoln county,
\Vashington.

Perry H. Chapel was born in Polo, Illinois,
came to Camas Prairie in 1882 and to Lincoln

coun.ty in 1884· Mrs. Chapel was born in M'
soun. IS-

The brothers and sisters of Mr eha eI
A h C L M

-. Pare:
rt ur ., ucy . M., Joseph F and L'll'

"1 C I I" ., I Ian"' r. hape ear y m hfe received .
grammar school education and is I'n eva good

, ' ery re-
spect a c.ompet~t and mtelligent young tiller
of the sot!, and IS a valuable young man to hi
county. S

• ••

- ]. L. KURZ.. In the spring of 1882, ac
companIed by a Sister, J. L. Kurz came to Lo.
gansport, Indiana, from Kalmar Germany
where he was born on Septembe~ 22 1864'
After a brief sojourn at Logansport he r~moved
to Chippewa county, Minnesota, whence he
came to Spokane in 1889, In the spring of
189 1 he came to Lincoln county and took a
homestead where Rocklyn is now located,
which, after improving it, he sold and bought
his present home of three hundred and t\\'entv
acres two miles south of Davenport. His land
is for the most part adapted to the culture of
grain, is well improved and well watered, be
ing one of the most desirable farms in the
county both as to soil and location.

M[. Kurz is the son of Ludwig and Hen
rietta (Martin) Kurz. who live on a farm
where our subject was born, and who, in De
cember, 1903, celebrated their golden wedding
anniversary. The parents have nine children,
onlv three of whom are in the Cnited States,-Oli March 25, 1891, occurred the marriage
of ]. L. Kurz to Maggie ~laurer, a native of
Bay county, Michigan, and daughter of Georg:
]. and Anna (Stenger) Maurer, natives at
Germany, who are now living on a fann near
Rocklyn. They have been parents of thirteen
children, eleven of whom are living.

To M[. and Mrs. Kurz have been born
seven children, whose names are: Elsie, Harry,
Meta, Florence, Alma, Mabel and Herbert. .

Both Mr. and Mrs. Kurz are members at
the German Methodist Episcopal church,

Mr. Kurz started in life in the Big Bend
with extremely limited means but succeeded 111

accumulating considerable ~roperty prior t~
1893, when, during the panic of tlrat year he ~u.
fered the loss of all his savings. He starte tOr

d eeoVC
anew however and worked hear to r rl'

" 'h ee tohis losses but not until 1897 (hd e suec
, 'd' the ne-making any headway above provi mg
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. . f life for his family, so tliat all he now
cesslues 0 . h d I .

h been made S1l1ce t at year, an liS
o~ns as H . .

t tall ding is good. e IS prospermg
Presen s .

d · considered weJl-to-do, wIth a most en-
an IS f

gl'ng outlook for the uture.·coura

• ••

WILLIAM F. MAURER, a farmer resid
. five and three-quarters miles southwest of
lI1g . B M' I .Rocklyn, was born m ay county, • IC ligan,
\Iarch 1- 1871, the son of George and Anna
B. (Ste;~le) Maurer, native Ge.rmans. ~e
lived with his parents on a farm m Ills natIve
state until coming to Lincoln county, Wash
ington' with them .in 1889. ~~e family settled·
on land here and In 1895 Wllham F. rented a
farm in the vicinity of his present home.

He was married February 2 I, 19°O, to Ida
Kruger, a native of Minnesota. Mrs. Maurer's
parents, George and M.innie Kruger, both were
born in GermanI'. The father is now dead.-This union has been blessed by one child,
Lester Herbert, born April 20, 1901.

:\1r. Maurer started in life for himself in
1&)5 without other means at his command than
the robust mind and body bequeathed him by
nature, and now owns an improved grain farm
of three hundred and twenty acres, which he
pnrchased outright in 1900, a first class eight
room modern cottage, an unusually large
painted barn, and a large orchartl of carefuJly
selected fruit trees all surrounded by a woven
\\"Ire fence, making his farm one of the most
beautiful and artistic ones in appearance in
the Big Bend.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Maurer are members
of the Gennan Methodist church.

• ••

I LIBERTY L. RATLIFF is a man who
;anng experienced various vicissitudes in botl~
t Ie mIddle west and west may well be proud
of the r 1 '.I . eso uteness that brought hIm through
t;e pnvatlOns of pioneer life to the prosperity
.~ IllS present home. Mr. Ratliff resides on his
lann SIX a d I If'

h
. n a la mIles east and one mile

110rt of C18. . reston. He was born November 17,
"I' ~T9, In Osceola, Clarke county Iowa the son
., Ipton H '. ' ,
father a : and Jane (Collier) Ratliff. The
.settler~ F~;ve of Indiana, was one of the first

o arke county, and a soldier from its

ranks, enlisting at the outbreak of the Civil
. 'Var, in the Twenty-fifth Iowa Volunteers,
and dying from a wound receiyed in battle..
The mother was born in Kentucky and remoyed
to Iowa in an earlj day. She is now living in
Cedan'iJle, Dade county, Missouri. Mr. Rat
liff has one brother, Lloyd, of A]ya, Oklahoma,
and one half-brother, Fred Morrison, of Dade
county, Missouri.

At the age of thirteen, Mr. Ratliff left Iowa
going to Barton county, Kansas, arri ving there
in time to pass through the buffalo and Indian
stage of the state's development, and later the
grasshopper period. In the fall of 1878, his
crops having been destroyed by the last named,
in the memorable plague, he went to railroad
ing on the Santa Fe railroad in X ew Mexico.
Soon after he worked in the smelter at Pueblo,
Colorado. In July, 1889, he came to Lincoln
county, where, with his wife and five children,
he took up a pre-emption claim, then a home
stead and a timber culture. In the interyal be
tween 1880 and 1889, Mr. Ratliff trayeled
thrQughout the west, yisiting Kansas, California
Oregon, \Vashington, Colorado, Xew Mexico,
Indian Territory and Montana. Arriving in
Lincoln county with little but health and grit,
the family endured the usual priyations of the
pioneer. Mr. Ratliff worked for a small salary
to support his family while he was preparing
his ranch for planting. He finaJly succeeded
in fencing his entire farm, four hundred and
eighty acres, plowing the most of it, and build
ing his house and barn. He suffered heavy
losses in the panic of 1893, but. though badly
crippled, he was not discouraged, and entirely
regained his former footing \\·jth the heavy
crop and high pr,ices of 1897. In the spring
of this year he removed his family to Bachelor
prairie, \\'here he now lives. His present hold
ings are about eighteen hundred and twenty
acres, three-fourths of which is good grain
land, eight acres in orchard, the balance being
timber and pasture land, and a good home. His
specialty is raising grain and stock.

February 15, 1881, Mr. Ratliff was mar
ried to Loretta J. Durham, 'at St. Johns, Kan
sas. Mrs. Ratliff was born in Oakland, Illi
nois, daughter of Edwin and Jane (McDowell)
Durham.
. To Mr. and Mrs. Ratliff have been born
ten children: Bessie, wife of John M. Hos

tetter, Reardan; Jesse, married to Ida Rose,
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Lincoln county; Clyde c., Tipton R., Ruby
S.~ Pearley M., Naomi, Penelope, Liberty L.,
and Claud, deceased.

Mr. Ratliff is a charter member of Creston
lodge, 1. O. O. F., of which lodge he is also
a past grand.

• I •

WILLIAM SAULSBURY HARPER.
Among the first settlers of Virginid, and a
founder of the historic town of Harper's Ferry,
was Thomas Harper, who came to America
from Scotland. Thomas was the father of
Robert Harper, and he of Robert, Jr., who
fought throughout the Revolutionary 'War as
a scout and spy under General Anthony
\Vayne. Robert, Jr., was father of Matthew
Harper, a soldier under General Hull during
the \Var of 1812, a son of whom was John
M. Harper, who came from Ohio to Vigo
county, Indiana, in 1835, where he was an
early pioneer, and where he purchased from the
government a tract of eighty acres of land at
one dollar and twenty-five cents an acre, upon
which he made his home until he died, Febru
ary 22, 1888. He was born in Ohio, near the
ci ty of Cincinnati, July 19, 18 I 6, and was the
father of William Saulsbury Harper, the sub
ject of our sketch, who was born May 21, 1838,
near Terre Haute, Indiana, and is now Iiving
on a farm fourteen miles northwest of Daven
port, on Indian creek, \\'ith the city just named
as his postoffice.

The mother of 'William S. Harper was Eliza
(\iVythe) Harper, born near Brookville, Frank
lin county, Indiana, May 9, 1817. She was
the daughter of Elisha Wythe, granddaughter
of Joshua, and great-granddaughter, of Ebene
zer Wythe, who was brother of George Wythe,
one of the signers of the Declaration of Inde
pendence. The American family of \Vythes is
in direct line of descent from Nicholas \Vythe,
who came to America from Glasgow, Scot
land, in 1692, and settled at Dorchester Heights
near Boston, Massachusetts. Joshua Wythe
was a member of the famous Boston "Tea
Party" and was an artilleryman under General
\Vashington throughout the Revolutionary
\Var. Mrs. Harper died February 20, 1888,
two days prior to her husband's death. The
two were buried the same day, and interred in
the same tomb. Our subject was their only
son, and the eldest of a family of seven, two

-
of whom, besides himself, are no\\, Ii.' . \
M . T CI . \Ing. "Irsana urner, ay county, Indiana; and J .
Sarah Hyde, Vigo county, Indiana. . Irs.

\iVilliam Saulsbury Harper \vas reared
farm in the state of his nativity. Oct beon a
1861, he enlisted in Company G. 43rd ~ndr~
Volunteers, served in the Trans-Miss' , ,
d d · h C' . ISSlPPIepartment unng t e IVII \Var, and was dis-
charged October 18, 1864. During his tim .

. h d . eatservIce e was engage III the battles of lsI d
Number Ten, New Madrid, the nine,w:'
bombar?ment of Fort Pillow, the taking 0;
MemphIS, Tennessee; Devall's Bluff and Hel
ena, Arkansas; Yazoo Pass, Mississippi' Little
Rock, Prairie D'An, Elkins' Fork and 1larks'
Mill, Arkansas; and was taken prisoner at the
battle of jenkin's Fer;y, Arkansas. Owing to
his having been severely wounded at the battle
of Marks' Mill, five days before, he was pa.
roled, and a few days later was given an honor
able discharge from further duty in the ranks,
His army experiences were unusually severe:
he suffered extreme hardships, and many times
was for,ced to march when weary and footsore,
without a bite to eat. Upon his discharge he
returned to his farm, where, November 2'.

1865, he was married to Laura E: Lawrence,
born near Columbus, Ohio, July 26, 1848.

Mrs. Harper's father was Elias La\rrence.
born November, 19, 1819, in Ohio, later reo
moved to Clay county, Indiana, where he died
in 1878. His father, Lyman Lawrence, was a
pioneer settler of Marietta, Ohio. The mother
of Mrs. Harper was Sarah (Hobart) Law·
re:1Ce, was born at Granville, Ohio, October 23·
1819, and died June 19, 18g6, in Clay county.
Indiana. Her father, was Noah Hobart, direct
in lineage from the old family of Hobarts who
came from Holland and settled at New ,\m,'
terdam, now New York City, in 1609· ~[r'h

. NoaHarper has one brother and one sIster: . .
M. Lawrence, Clay county, Indiana; and ~lri.
Lucy Jeffres, Almira, Washington. t.

Mr. and Mrs. Harper lived in Vigo cou~~
until January 1890 when they came to. d

" h e'teamira near which town they took a om'
, . . I on account

where they lIved untIl 1897, \V len. ther
of ill health on the part of our subject, .

.. They came
were compelled to leave the prame. . r. .. of the \et
to theIr present home III the spnug 'nt'/1

. h . htv acres. 11r-"mentIoned where they ave elg. f ' "I'ng, ·!toral,
which Mr. Harper makes a spwa ;ev have a
vegetables, fruit and bernes. TI,
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h
complete improvements and plenty_oed ouse,

~f ,;:ater for all purposes. .
a l: Harper is a member. of the MasonIc

~ \ ' and the G. A. R., of Davenport, and
fratell

h
Jl y d ,,'rs Harper are affiliated with the

both e an '" .
\Iethodist Episcopal church. .
, They are parents of four chIldren: Char-

.'do\\· of Jolm Latta, VlgO county, In-lotte. I\'l ' .

d
' "John L. marned to Martha M. San
lana, '., V' d

ders, Davenport; VIctona, .Igo count~, an
'filson Harper, who makes hIS home WIth hIS

parents.

GUSTAV DEPNER, who, although Rus
sian born, is as good and patri.otic an American
citizen as can be found III LlI1coln county, III

\rhich he resides on a farm three-fourths of a
mile north of Rocklyn.

jlr. Depner was born October 28, 1860, in
Poland, Russia, where he gr,ew to manhood on
a iarm, and served for five years in the regular
Russian army at Odessa, near the Black Sea.
In 1&)2 he came to the province of Assiniboine,
Canada, and took work on salary, and came to
Lincoln county four years later, where, after
working for wages a short time, he filed a
homestead claim on his pr~sent farm. Since
that time he has followed the cultivation of his
land and the raising of stock. He with his
family came to this place from his farmer home
in a small wagon drawn by one horse, which
journey entailed many hardships and con
sumed seven weeks' time and reached here
,rilh just fifteen dollars in' money. However,
he has been a hard-working and frugal farmer,
and IS now in decidedly comfortable circum
stances,

. Gustav Depner is the son of GoetIeib and
Mmme Depner, both of the same place of birth
ashlmself, and is a member of a family of ten
duldren, two of whom Frederick and Danielal' " ,

:.0 are resIdents of Lincoln county.
. dOn January 4, 1886, Mr. Depner was mar.

Tlfe pitt Poland, to Bertha Krop also a native
o oland H f h '
1'b . er at er and mother were Got-

el and M'II', R . I Ie Krop. and they, too were born
tn ussla Th . .' .
been '.' e Issues of thIS marnage have

seven tn be bliring Th' num r, ut only four are now
birth ' elr names, with places and dates of

I are' Got! 'b1.1art' R . el, Poland, October 28. 1888;
ASSi~~boinu:sl~proper,April 2, 1892; Gustav,

, anada, March 24, 1894; and

Emil, Lincoln count)', \"asht'ngtOll 'prl'l 1-'v , ."\. :J,

1903. .
Both Mr. and Mrs. Depner are members of

the Evangelical church, and are of the highest
standing in the community. Mr. Depner owns
his home place of one hundred and sixty acres,
for the most part in cultivation, and all well im
proved, with a fine house. good barn, orchard,
and so forth, and in addition. three hundred
and twenty acres of pasture land.

•••
•

JOHN MAURER is a prosperous farmen
residing one-fourth mile sonth of Rocklyn,
Lincoln county, \IVashington. He is of Ger
man descent, and was born in Bay county,
Michigan, November I, 1874. His father,
John G., and mother, Annie B. (Stengel)·
Maurer, were both of German nativity, but
early settlers in Michigan. The father came
to the United States when young, and from
Michigan, where he was married. came to Lin
coln county in 1889. Both parents are ilOW liv
ing near Rocklyn, the father in his se\'enty
seventh year.

John Maurer was one of ele\'en children,
and was reared to the age of fifteen. in his na
tive state, where he enjoyed the ach'antages of
a grammar school training. He came to Lin
coln county with his par,ents, and was married
here, February 22, 1897, to Clara Hellinger,
a native of Minnesota. Mrs. Maurer's parents
were Thomas and Maria Hellinger. whose ad
vent' in Lincoln county dates back to 1882.
They removed to Whitman county in 1898,
where they now reside. Mrs. Maurer. also. is
a member of a family of eleven children. To
the maniage of Mr. and Mrs. Maurer have
been born two children: Pearl Lulu and Percy
Halley.

Mr. Maurer's present financial standing
borders on the marvelous when one stops to
consider that he started out on his own re
sponsibility to do battle with the affairs of life
almost without a dollar. He now owns the
original homestead of his father, where he
lives, and two other quarter sections of land,
making in all four hundred and eighty acres,
for the most part choice grain land and in a
high state of cultivation. His home consists
of a fine modem eight-room house with a se
lect orchard and spacious barn and other out
buildings. He has his farm welJ equipped with
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machinery, among which may be mentioned a
gasoline engine used for pumping and feed
milling purposes, and all necessary stock with
which to carryon his business. Summed up,
he is one of the most substantial and progres
sive farmers in Lincoln county.

Mr. Maurer is a member of the A. O. U.
W., of Davenport, and of the German Evan
gelical church.

• ••
JOHN STANFORD CAPPS was one of

the earliest pioneers of the Pacific coast, com
ing as he did to California in 1850. He was
born January 16, 1825, in Claiborne county,
Tennessee. the son of John and Elizabeth
(Cook) Capps, pioneers of the middle states.
The mother was born in Claiborne county. The
father of John Capps was one of the first to
settle in that county, and died there at the age
of nearly one hundred. The father of our sub
ject like~\'ise died there at an extreme old age.
The ancestors of both were originally from
England, John Stanford Capps was the sec
ond child of a family of eight, and is the only
one now living, In his native county and in
Pike county, Illinois, where he went in 1844.
he attended school and received a good liberal
education. He served as sheriff of the latter
named county before coming west iIi the spring
of 1850. He was married in 1844, to Sarah
Baker, who died soon after their emigrating to
California, and Mr. Capps was married a sec
ond time, his bride being Elizabeth Morris. a
native of Monitor county, Missouri, born, No
vember 17, 1837. ,Her father. was Richard
Morris, a native of Kentucky -and of \iVelsh
descent. Her mother, Polly Isabel, died in the
east. Mrs, Capps crossed the plains with her
father to California in 1853. They settled for
a time in the Sacramento valley, the father
later coming to the Palouse country where he
died.

Failing health first caused Mr. Capps to
take the long, journey with a train of ox teams
to California. He regained his health and
worked for a time in the mines on American
river, returning to Illinois in 1851. He took
return passage on the ship Union whi-ch was
wreckecloff the Mexican coast. Upon his re
turn home he began fitting' out with oxen and
50 forth to take his family to the Golden state,
which he did, in company with a train of other

immigrants, the same year. They
. h h' consU1ned

SIX mont s on t e Journey finally ar ' ,
D ' d S' C' nVIng atlamon pnngs, ahfomia where th
. d f'l . ' e sub-Ject an amI y remamed wltil the foIl '

• OWlUg
spnng when they removed to the Sacr -

II d eel . ameut~
va ey an engag m farming H. . e was

among the first to till the soil in that \, ' ,. IClmll'
was the fin~t ~o Import a reaper from the eaSt'
whIch he did 111 1853, .and owned and operat~
one of th~ first threshmg machines there, He
served as Justice of the peace in his precinct f~r
i1 number of years, also as postmaster at Mid.
dletown, California. The latter office he 'held
at Reardan 'a number of years after coming
here in 1881. Upon coming here he took a
homestead and timber claim, on a part oi
which the town of Reardan now stands, and
opened the first postoffice, which office wa,
given his name not to be changed until some
years after Reardan was founded. He still
owns his old homestead, all of which is good
grain land and well improved. Capp's addi
tion to the town of Reardan is a part of his
original claim.

By his first wife Mr. Capps has been the
father of four children: :Mrs. Martha Wam
mach, \iVinters, California; Mrs. Marv Deer-

•

ing, :Marion and A)11anda, deceased; and bl' hi.
second marriage e-ight: William H., married
to Mollie Reynolds, of near Reardan: Alice,
wife of Charles Frazer, The Dalles, Oregoo;
George, married to Mollie Kirby, near Rear
dan; John, married to Rosa Wills, Caliiornia;
Dora, widow of Alfred Dryer; Mrs. EBa
Dodge California' Mrs. Nellie Mesker, Cah-, ,
fornia, and Joseph, who is dead.

Mr. Capps, although never having been ad
mitted to the bar;, has a good legal educahlXl
and has practiced law to some extent both m
this state and California. He has ever been
actively identified with the Republican party,

king durand has done considerable stump spea
ing campaigns_ He has for years been recog·
nized as a guiding spirit of his party 10 LIO-

, I'f f retue-coIn count)' He is now leaclll1g a leo
, .' II ' ted homement 111 hIS handsome and we -appom

in Reardan.
• ••

•,
. re-

GEORGE ELLIOTT FARWELL IS a _
. . ..' d - He wa;

tlred -busmess man hvmg m Rear an. Februarv
born in Monroe county, M1Chl~n: E Fa;
5, 1846: His father was BenJarnm .
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I ative of Lockport, New Yotk, and was
wei and C I' f . D'.' r in Michigan an . a 1 ornla. unnga plonee .,

. areer he followed vanous occupatIOns,:
hiS c h' '11' fwhich were butc ermg, ml mg, arm-
among d h I' b'. dealer in live stock an t e Ivery usmess.
~g, ame to California in 1852, and while en-

e eCd in the livery business at Oakland, was
gag . . I . 88 M Fkilled by a VICIOUS lorse, mI. I.. r., ar-
well's mother was Susan Aldndge In malden
rie and was a native of Onondaga county,
~e;1" York. The only brother of our subject
died at the age of two, and the mother died
,rhen George was a lad of five years. Her fam
ill' still resides in Onondaga county. Mr. Far
\I:elj is a descendant of the old Farwell family
which came to America on the Mayflower, and
which has since played a conspicuous part in
the historv of this country. He is a man of
fmished education, his schooling having been
gained in his native state, New York and Cali
fornia, to which last named state he came with
his father in 1863.

:\mong the hardships endured by the pio
neers of Lincoln county are many cases, such as
Jlr. Fannll experienced the first few years
here. Coming here with the intention of going
into the stock business, he had several head of
good horses, which were stolen by Looking
Glass and his Indian followers, and run out of
the country, leaving him without stock to har
rest his crop. To carry him through the win
ter he was obliged to work on the railroad, his
,rmter's supplies consisting of three sacks of
potatoes, one pig and some flour. From the
three sacks of potatoes he had to save seed for
the next season's crop. Mr. Farwell made his
tnp"to California overland, riding the entire
distance from Beloit, Wisconsin, to Sacra
mento in the saddle. Leaving Salt Lake he
contmued his trip west, the date being July 4,
1863. Mr. Fanvell was unfavorably impressed
by the crude methods of fighting fire. The
only apparatus then in Salt Lake for fire pro
tectl~n was a bucket brigade.
I' Upan the outbreak of the Civil war he en
!sted In Company D, Fifteenth Michigan In
:antry, but was mustered but about six months
J~t:r on account of hi~ youth. In California

. Far\\.ell was vanously employed. He
Spent some t' .' Bb Ime m rayton College was a mem-
her of the Oakland fire departme~t, of which
llee atltaInled the rank of assistant engineer; and

a SO le'p d ., e orgamze the first hook and lad-

der company of the department. He then en
tered the composing mom of the Oakland

Daily News, where he learned the printer's
trade.' While with this paper he was married
at San Francisco, January 27, 1872, to Hanna
Adelaid Studley, born near Augusta, Maine.

Leaving the Oakland News Mr. Farwell
engaged in the trucking and draying business
in Oakland, and later opened a furnishing.

goods store there, which he conducted' until
1879, when he sold out and came to v\'ashing
ton. He settled on a homestead in what is now
Spokane county, ,,'hich place he still owns.
Two years later he purchased a quarter section
of railroad land, and also a ranch near Chewe
lah, Stevens county. He came to Reardan in
1893 where he was engaged in business for
three years. and where he is nmv living, He
owns, besides the land previously mentioned,
one thousand acres of good grain land. six hun
dred and forty acres of which is in Yakima
county, fi,'e valuable store buildings, and other
real estate in Reardan. He has ah,'avs been.

, .
an acti"e Republican in politics, and a most pro
gressive citizen. He was made an Odd Fellow
May, 1870, and a Mason three years later. In
both of these orders he is a conspicuous mem
ber in Reardan.

~Ir. and Mrs. Farwell have an adopted
daughter, Marion P. Farwell, aged eight years.
He is one of the substantial citizens of his
county.

•••

MAJOR ALBERT M. AXDERSO~ I\'as
the united States Indian agent stationed at
Fort Spokane, or Miles postoffice.

Major Anderson was born April 9. 1863. in
Vernon county, \Visconsin, the son of Henry
and Olive Anderson. His father was killed in
the Civil war, and the mother. died during the
childhood of our subject.

The first fourteen years of Major Ander
son's life were spent in his native state, and in
January of the year 1877. he came to the vil
lage of Spokane Falls, where he attended the
grammar schools. He soon after went to Fort
Coh'ille and entered the employ of Charles H .
Mbntgomery, who kept a store at the fort.
After being three years thus engaged Major
Anderson came to Fort Spokane to take charge
of the store at this point for James Monahan,
in charge of which business he remained until
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the spring of 1889, when he was appointed
clerk of the Indian agency. In 1893 he re
signed this post to accept a clerkship in the
office of Secretar.y of State J. H. Price at
Olympia. Two years later he was appointed
to a position in the recently created Bureau
of Statistics, which position he creditably filled
for t\\·o years. During August, 1897, Major

. Anderson was appointed by President McKin
ley to the position of Indian Agent at Fort
Spokane, and succeeded himself in office by
appointment of President Roosevelt in March,
19°2.

Major Anderson is equally prominent and
acti\'e in fraternity circles as in those political.
He holds membership in, and is past master of
the Davenport Masonic lodge, of which he was
one of the charter members, and is now a Royal
Arch :\fason. He also belongs to the Samar
itan lodge, No. 52, I. O. O. F., of Spokane;
of the t:niC)ue Encampment, No. 32, of Spo
kane; and of Spokane lodge, No. 228, B. P.
O. E.

l\'1arch 9, 19°3, occurred the marriage of
Major. .-\. :\1. Anderson to Ella Reuner, of
Spokane, the daughter of Jacob and Fredericka
Reuner. l\Ir. Reuner \\'as formerly a promi
nent business man of Ohio, but is now de
ceased; his wife is still living in Ohio.

Major .-\nderson is conceded, even by his
political enemies, to be a man of marked execu
tin ability, and of high moral principal.

• • •

GEORGE HElD. who lives about t\\'O
miles northeast from Larene postoffice, is one
of the representative farmers and citizens of
Lincoln county. He has a choice estate of five
hundred and twenty acres, all in a high state
of cultivation and well improved with comfort
able dwelling, good barns, orchard, and so
forth, The whole property is the result of his
own thrifty labors, and while he has been
blessed \\'ith this prosperity, he has also won
the esteem of his fellows. and he is known as
a good man. upright and substantial.

George Heid was born in Baden, Germany,
on ?-Iarch 21. 1858. the son of John and Eliza
beth 01unch) Reid, also natives of Germany.
The father died in 1870, and the mother in
1Bgl. George was educated in the common
schools of his native country and served three

years in the regular army when twenty-one.
On October 20, 1882, he landed 111 New York
and went thence dIrect to Cass county M'
souri, \vhere a brother lived who had co' IS-
h· , I me to

t IS country prevIOus y. On April 4, 188
our subject left Missouri and came on west ~~
Spokane, where he \\'orked for a salary fo .

• J r SIX
years. Then hIS well husbanded earnings J' t'
fi d h" I' us I·
e. 1111 111 purc lasmg a quarter section of land

whIch IS hIS home place at this time, He ha~

added by purchase since until he has a fin
estate of nearly one section. Since settlin;
here, Mr. .Heid has g,iven his attention closel~
to the CtIltIvatlOn and Improvement of his estate
and the result is that he has one of the choicest
places in this section. All the improvements
show marked wisdom and good taste and Mr.
Heid is to be congratulated on the success he
has \\'on and the good results of his labors.

On February 14. 1898, Mr. Heid married
1\1rs. Emma P, Medlock. a native of Missouri,
and the daughter of 1\1. S. and Phoebe E.
Smith. To this marriage three children hare
been born. Luther Conrad, George Elmer, and
Hattie .-\nna. l\fr. and Mrs. Heid are memo
bers of the Presbyterian church and are highly
respected people.

• • •

CHRISTEN K. WEISMA. N has shown,
without doubt. that he is a man possessed of reo .
markable ability to handle funds, He came to
the Big Bend country a poor man in 1886.
Discerning the future of the country. he at
once started to work and the result of his la·
bors is that he owns an estate of seven hulll!red
and twenty acres, well improved and well
stocked, besides much other property and se'
curities. All this is the result of his carewl
management and continued industry.

Christen K. \Veismann was born in North
Schleswig, Germany. on March 10. 18SS',the
son of Knud C. and Maren (Andreasen) "" els
mann, natives of the same place. The father
served in the war between Denmark and Ger·
many in 1848-50 altd was one of t~e worthy
and prominent men of his commu11lty, The

b· thISpublic schools of Germany gave our su Jee
education and after that. he went to work for
wages. A short time thereafter, he was ar
prenticed to a farmer and learned sClenlt ~
farming. In 1875, he enlisted in the DanIS
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· d served the tenn required by law. He
army an . h

h appoined an officer III a custom ouse
was t en k d . d

Germany and Denmar an contllluebetween .
ears "'ext he was on the polIce forcethree Y . ",,

· Co enhagen for three years. In 1884 he
;~ndJin the United States and spent sometime
· the coal mines of Pennsylvama. It was
111 h' I' d886 when he came to IS present ocatlOn an
:ook 'a homestead. I-l;e bought other land ~ater

I his entire estate IS well Improved, wlule a
ane d'
fine orchard. beauti fu! shade trees, comma 10US
buildings, and an elegant brick residence are
amon" the things III eVIdence that show hiS
taste ~nd thrift. The estate is one of the finest
in the country.

In 1881, Mr. \Veismann married Miss
Maren Peterson, who died in 1886. Mr. \Veis
mann's second marriage was celebrated with
~liss Bodel M. Peterson, a sister of his first
\Iife. Mr. Weismann has the following chil
dren: Peter C. 'I., born in Copenhagen and

•

now completing an extended post graduate
·course at the Grandview College at Des Moines,
Iowa; Mrs. Elna B. Lyse; and Olga 1., a stu
dent. Mr. Weismann has come to be one of the
representative men of Lincoln county and has
gained his distinction, his wealth, and his po
sition hy reason of his worth and his labors.
having started in life a poor lad, with no
friends, in a new countrv,

•

• ••

. FREDERICK JENNE came to the
lmted States in 1881 from Baden. Germany.
where he was born February 27, 1852, and set
tled on a farm in Kankakee county, Illinois.
From there he removed to Minnesota and
thence. in the spring of 1889 he came to'Day
tall, Washington. After a brief time he came
to the vicinity of Rocklyn where he purchased
a homestead filing for eight hundred dollars.
He 1l0W owns r. I 60 acres of land here and
!n'es a 'IR ne ml e south and one-half mile east of
b~k]yn. About one-half of his land is suit-

a e for agricultural purposes and is well im-
prO\'ed d fi .tl b .an ttlllgly equipped for carrying on
l
b
e
l

usmess of farming. He owns in addition
a ock of I . h 'I' fats 111 t e city of Davenport and has

H
lls

arm well stocked with all domestic animals.
e came he' b .

fi . II re 111 em arrassed circumstances
nancla v a d., d .' n was compelled to endure much

~n work I d 'lar for a start, but is now well-to-

do, and greatly in love with his chosen country.
He is universally liked, and regarded as a
farmer of exceptional business judgment.

Mr. Jenne's parents are Frederick and
Susan (Sweigert) Jenne, both natives of
Baden, where the father is now living a retired
life on a farm in his eighty-fifth year. The
mother is dead.

The sisters of our subject are. l'l'1rs. Cath
arine Bender, Mrs. Christine Zahn. Mrs. Mar
garet Fleck, Mrs. Anna Fleck. Mrs, Mina Ihrig
and Susan, all living in Germany. He has no
brothers.

Mr. Jenne grew to manhood on a farm in
his nati,'e country and was there married, July
IS, 1875, to Kate Laber, born in Baden. No
vember 3, 1857. Her father, George Laber,
is now living in Germany. aged seventy-four,
while her mother, Susan (Grab) Laber, is dead.
The brothers and sisters of IV! rs. Jenne are;
Christine Laber; Phillip, at Creston. Washing
ton: Mrs. Elizabeth Saueressig; Susan, Emma,
Paulina and Carl.

Mr. and Mrs. Jenne are members of the
German Evangelical church, To them have
been born four children: Conrad F,. married
to Minnie Miller, a harness dealer at Creston;
John W.: Matilda C. \\,ife of George C. Ray
mond. a farmer of the \'icinity of Da\'enport,
and Emil P .

In the fall of 1903. after an absence of
twenty-two vears from his nati\'e coul1tn;, Mr., ,

Jenne visited the home of his childhood and
sa\\' his kindred and early friends.

•••

ROBERT TELFORD, a farmer residing
one mile south and a quarter of a mile west of
Rocklyn. \Vashington, was born in Roxburg
shire, Scotland, on the old Telford homestead,
which was also the birth place of his fathers
for many generations. The date of Mr. Tel
ford's birth was March 24. 18,S2. His father
was Maxwell Telford, whose father lacked only
a few months of being a centenarian at the time
of his death. Our subject's mother was Grace
Douglas (Hall) Telford, who was named after
Grace Douglas, the last of the clan of Black
Douglas, a familiar clan of fighters in Scotch
history. She was a daughter of the noted
Robert Hall, of Scotland. and her mother was
at one time lady's maid to Grace Douglas.
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Robert Telford is a member of a family

originally comprising seven children, only four
of whom are now living: Mrs. Ellen Win
throp, living in New Zealand; Robert; Max
well, in Oregon. and Joseph, in California.

Mr. Telford, until eighteen years of age,
attended the parish school in his native country,
and in 1870 he came to the United States with
his parents, settling at Great Falls, New Hamp
shire. From there he went to Boston where he
ran a stationary engine, and in 1880 went to
Pembina county, North Dakota, and filed on a
homestead. Previous to this, however, he spent
five years in Canada, and while there was mar
ried, December 26, 1877, to Jane Crawford.
who died in Dakota on March 19, 1887, leaving
the husband and two children, Maxwell H.,
and John C, both Jiving near the home of our
subj eel. Maxwell has since been married to
Barbara McCully.

Mr. Telford was married a second time, to
Ellen Melville, a native of Glasgow, Scotland,
and daughter of .-\dam and Isabella (Fergu
son) Meh·ille. The father is dead, and the
mother is living at the age of seventy in North
Dakota. 1\1rs. Telford is the eldest of a family
of tweh'e children. ele"en of whom are still
living.

Mr. Telford's parents removed from New
Hampshire to North Dakota, and from there
to Oregon City, Oregon, where the father died
four years ago at the age of ninety·nine years,
seven months and three days. The mother is
still living there, aged ninety-eight years.

From North Dakota, Mr. Telford removed
to Puget Sound, where he divided his time
among different points, and in 1898 he came to
his present locality "'here he purchased a farm
of 320 acres, all good land, and all now fenced
and well improved. He has plenty of stock and
farm implements and makes a specialty of grain

• •ralsmg.
Mr. Telford is a member of the Foresters,

and his wife of the Royal Highlanders. They
have four children, William Wallace, Grace
Douglas, Maggie M. and Ellen Isabella.

.. ..
MATTHEW SCHEUSS was born in

Blackenburg. Prussia, on April 6, 1850. the son
of Christian and Margaret (Quart) Scheuss,
natives of Germany. They both died when our
subject was small. :\Iatthew was educated in

his native country and when seventeen
of age, learned the blacksmith trade. H Y7~S
low.ed it there until t.went~ then came t~ t~~
Umted States to aVOId bemg conscripted f
the Franco-Prussian war. He landed in t~r
United States in 1870 and went to Pittsbu e
where he followed his trade and later work~
in the oil refinery until 1873, then he enlisted
for the Modoc war, bemg enrolled in the regu
lar army at Pittsburg, on September 25. 18n
He was discharged on September 25, 1878, at
_Boise, Idaho, at the close of his term. His
enlistment paper shows his name correctly but
by error the discharge has it Schultz. DI:rina
this enlistment he served at Forts Vancouve;
\Valia \Valla and Camp Harney. He par~
ticipated in the Nez Perce and Bannock war
and took part in the Pilot Rock battle, and at
"L'matilla, near Pendleton, "'here seventv-fire

•
soldiers thrashed three hundred and seventy
Indians. Following the war, he bought land
liear \\'alla \ Valla and farmed it until l88r,
the year in which he took his present home·
stead, ,",-hich lies about six miles northwest
from Sprague. Since that time, he has de·
voted himself to general farming and now has
fi"e hundred and twenty acres of good grain
land besides forty acres of timber and meadoT'.
He bought one hundred and twenty acres this
year at twenty-five dollars cash per acre. The
place is well improved ,"vith a fine two-story
residence barns and so forth and he has a yery,
valuable farm. Mr. Scheuss experienced can:
siderable hardship during the hard times at
1890 but was enabled by careful management
to "'inter through without leaving his propel1Y.
The farm is supplied with plenty of runmng
water and well equipped with all stock and ma
chinery necessary. NIr. Scheuss may well take

.' II 1" the-pride in his labors a.s a soldier m que II 0 rs
Indians on the frontIer as well as III hIS labo

.' . He ha'of development and upbUlldmg smce. .
three sisters, Mrs. Katherine Mueller, ~Irs.
Agnes Lave, and Christine.

Mr. Scheuss married Miss Maggie Jen~~~
at Walla Walla on October 19, 1880. )
parents are Peter and Ingeborg (Peterson

d. f D k v decease.
J ensen - natIves a enmar , no' ., d tWO
Mrs. Scheuss has one brother. Harry, an I
. 1: S I'a A.nt er·sIsters. Mrs. Dawell and J\ rs. op 11 h'ld en

son. To Mr. and Mrs: ~cheuss seven ~i;lia:n.
have been born ChrIstIan, Grace," t
Hannah, Lillie,' Harry, all at home excep
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G e who is deceased. One other, Christina,
. rac ,. the wife of Jake Hays, who is in theIS nOl'
creamery business at Sprague.

•••

DAVID VINYARD is now enjoying a
good livery business in Sprague. He has s~it

able buildings, a good stock of horses. and rigs
and enjoys a good pa!ronage. He J~ a man
popular in the commumty ~here he :esldes and
he has been thrice elected cIty councIlman, also
city marshal one ter~l. In these caPa.cities,
Mr. Vinvard has mamfested the same wIsdom
and good judgment that characterizes him in
his private enterprises.

David Vinyard was born in Roanoke
connty, Virginia, on May 16, 1858. He was
the son of J. H. and Mary (Howell) Vinyard,
also natives of Roanoke county, Virginia. The,
father followed contracting and met his death
as a prisoner of war during the Rebellion. The
mother died in l'\ovember, 19°1, in Virginia.
Owing to the deprivations of the war, our sub
ject had little opportunity to gain an education,
but improved what he had with a diligence
and very early in life went to work to support
himself. While still young, he went to Mary
land and then in 1877 went to Nevada. There
he rode on the stock range, drove stage, handled
stock and did various other things. His ad
vent to Washington was made while driving
a band of horses north, and soon thereafter
he came to Spokane. He wrought at various
occupations and for a time did a transfer busi
ness in Sprague. After that he operated a
,transfer line in Spokane, then in I goo started
, hIS p:ese~t business. He has succeeded very

well In hIS enterprises and is still handling his
patronage in the line named.
. On February 5, 1893, Mr. Vinyard mar

ned Mrs. Mary Conlee, the nuptials occurring
111 Sprague. Mrs. Vinyard has two children
by her former marriage, Roy and Edna. The
famJly home is a nice cottage at the corner of
FIrst and E streets which is surrounded by a
b 'f 'eautl ul lawn. Mr. VinvarCl has always been
a very active participant' in politics in every
sense of the word as it is usually understood
~~I IS alway~' prominent in the campaigns.
he ~ DemocratIc party is his political home and
f ,:elJ ~nows how to expound the principles

a hiS faIth. Mr. Vinyard was the leader of

the men who took the county records from
Davenport during the struggle for county seat.
He was in Nevada during the Piute uprising
in 1897 and in company with Jack Berry took
a dangerous journey of inspection right into
the Indian country. Mr. Vinyard is classecl
as one of the early pioneers of Sprague and is
well and favorably known.

•••

JAMES BEHAN is one of the best known
pioneers of the Big Bend and eastern Washing
ton. In company with his firm friend Mathew
Scully, now a prominent resident of Lewiston.
Idaho, he came to \Valla Walla late in the year
1878, and May 18, 1879, he filed upon his pres
ent homestead, two and one-half miles east of
Mondovi. At that time Spokane Falls was the
base of supplies for that section, and also con
tained the nearest postoffice. The nearest rail
road was the old "Doc Baker" narro,,' gauge
to \Valla Walla. ?lIr. Behan began in the ter
ritory of \Vashington with little capital, and
had many hardships to pass through before get
ting a start. He, spent his first winter in split
ting rails \vith which to fence his lane!. He
later did some freighting. and the t\\'o follow
ing sease-ns sought employment in the \Valla
\Valla haryest fields. There were yery few
settlers near him, and his life was a lonely one,
but as the country became populated and times
better the condition of om subject. improved
with the times. Having had his choice of the
country, he got a good location and good land.
He now owns four hundred and eighty acres
of grain land, and a half interest in three hun
dred and twenty acres of pasture land near
Reardan. He also owns a half interest in a
good business block in the town just named:
sufficient stock and implements to successfully
carryon the cultivation of his land, and makes
a specialty of raising grain.

Mr. Behan was born in Louisiana, just op
posite New Orleans, January I, 1847. His fa-
ther, whose name he bears, died while the son
was still a child. He was a native of Ireland,
as was also his wife, Mary (Collins) Behan.
They were married in Ireland and came soon
afterward to Louisiana. The mother was mar
ried subseejuent to her former husband's death,
to John Johnston. in the town. of Biloxi, Mis
sissippi, and at this place the young manhood
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of James was spent. Me Behan has three half
brothers: John Johnston, Biloxi; AlexClnder,
New Orleans, who has a son, George, now a
soldier in the 28th United States Volunteers
in the Philippines; and Mathew, of New Or
leans. The mother and step-father both died
at Biloxi.

James Behan came to St. Louis and later
to Omaha, in 1867, in the employ of the U. P.
railroad. He enjoys the distinction of having
\\'itnessed the driving of the golden spike of the
C. P., and the silver spike of the U. P. rail
roads, the latter event taking place in May,
1869, at a point eighty miles east of Ogden,
l.'tah. After this he removed to \Vichita, Kan
sas, where he conducted a butcher shop until
coming to San Francisco in 1873. He spent
five years among different places in California,
then came to \Vashington territory.

Since coming to his present locality Mr.
Behan has held the office of school director of
the old Mondovi district for a number of years.
He is a prominent member of Reardan lodge,
Xo. 84, I. O. O. F., and a most highly respected
citizen.

• ••
I

JOHN I. DOTSON lives on a farm seven
miles north of Mondovi. He was born March
.=;, 1853, in Louisa county, Iowa, the son of
Bazzle and Mary (Davidson) Dotson, early
<lay settlers in Iowa. The father was born in
Pennsylvania, and the mother in England, com
ing to America with her parents as a child.
They raised a family of fourteen children, all
()f whom grew to maturity on a farm and re
ceived good business educations.

Mr. Dotson was married December 3, 1885,
to Alice Sprinkle, also a native of Louisa coun
ty, the daughter of John and Mary (Johnson)
Sprinkle.

The couple lived in their native county and
state until coming to Davenport in the fall of
1890. Mr. Dotson has one sister in Davenport, .
Mrs. Sarah J. Turner, with whose son, Mark,
he is in partnership in a farm of one hundred
and sixty acres where he makes his home. The
land is all good grain land and is well improved
and equipped with regard to buildings, orchard,
farming implements, stock, and so forth. A
-good well and windmill ar,e on the place, the
water ~rom which is pumped into the house
and barn. Mr. Dotson also owns a quarter

section of agricultural land six miles south t
f AI

. wes
o nura.

Mr. and Mrs. Dotson have two childre .
Maud, wife of Walter Peters, of New Ric~~
land, Minnesota; and John B. Dotson, living
with his parents. They are members of the
United Brethren church.

Although coming to the county without
means, and since having to labor under heavv
expense, Mr. Dotson built up his affairs until
he is no longer a poor man, but is so situated
as to be able to live and keep his family in com,
parative ease and comfort, and he enjoys the

I. trust and respect of his neighbors due to a man
I of his honor and genuine character.

•••

JAMES H. POWERS is a native of New
York City, born March 15, 1853. He is now
proprietor of a stock ranch five miles north of
Egypt on the Spokane river. has about one
hundred and seventy head of cattle, of which
animals he makes a specialty of buying and sell,
•
mg.

The parents of Mr. Powers, John and Dora
(Bolen) Powers, were born in Ireland. The
father \vas a veteran of the Civil ·War.

J ames Powers grew to young manhood in
the city of his birth, and at the age of nineteen
enlisted in Company B, Four.th Infantry, of
the regular army. His company was ordered,
soon after his becoming a member of it, to
Wyoming, and in 1886, to Fort Spokane.
\Vhile in the army Mr. Powers had a great
amount of experience in fighting Indians, both
in 'Wyoming and in farther western states. He
left the army in 1887, took a homestead and
engaged in the cattle business, which he has
successfully followed to the pr,esent time. He
has an exceptionally fine stock ranch, consIst,
ing of three hundred and fifty acres, most of
which is hay producing land, II good house,
barns corrals and so forth and is in a hIghly" ,
prosperous condition.

On January 28, 1877, James H. Pow~rs
was married to M'iss Margaret Rotton, a natIve
of the state of New York born on the bankS of

, . d' the
the River St. Lawrence, and marne m
city of New York. This union has been blessed
by three children: James, John and Etta.

Mr. Powers is identified with. Davenport
lodge, A. F. & A. M.



HISTORY· OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY. 477

-

•••

STEPHEN ENGLE is a farmer residing
three and one half miles northeast of IVlondovi.
He drove an ox team across the plains in 1862.
coming with a large train of immigrants, and
stopped at Aurora, Kevada, where he engaged
in teaming. In the spring of 1865 he went to
Placer county, California, and worked for a
number of years in the mines. In 1877 he came
to Lane and Linn counties, Oregon, and two
years later: came to this state, and with J. H.
Young & Company engaged in a stage route
between Spokane and Fort Spokane. In 1882
he bought the railroad land where his present
home is, near the old tO\\"I1 of Mondovi. He
abandoned the stage enterprise in 1886, since
which time he has confined himself exclusively
to the cultivation of his excellent farm. His
present realty holdings consist of two hundred
and forty acres of grain land, all tilled and well
improved, with comfortable and commodious
house and outbuildings, orchard. and so forth,
with all necessary stock and implements to suc
cessfully carryon his business. He came here
with meagre captial, and had a hard struggle
at first in getting a start, experiencing the hard
ships and disappointments of the ordinary pio
neer. Spokane Falls was his nearest town
and trading point. Mr. Engle is a native of
Van Buren county, Iowa, born January IS.

•••

EDWIN O. SPRINKLE, farmer and
stock man residing three fourths of a mile west
of Mondovi, was born in Louisa county, Iowa,
January 19, 1863, the son of John and Mary
(Johnson) Sprinkle, early pioneers of Iowa.
Bothhls parents are native Virginians, and are
stIll hnng at the ages of eighty-five and eighty
on~, respectively, on the old homestead upon
whIch they settled over sixty years ago. The
father was a blacksmith and worked at his
~rade in conjunction with that of farming but
IS no\\" living a retired life. They both are
members of the Protestant Methodist church.

•

They are parents of nine children, all of whom
are still living: Erasmus M., Iowa; Germalia,
M., Benjamin F., Mrs. Alice Dotson, our sub
ject, Charles M., and Calvin c., all of Lincoln
county, Washington; and Mrs. Emma L Huff
and Millard M., of Iowa.

Mr. Sprinkle came to Davenport in the
spring of r891 and entered the vocation of

FREDERICK. McLIN, a native of Linn, farming. In 1898 he bought his present home
county, Missouri, born Februar~ 26, 184.~, is a of one hundred and sixty acres, all of which is
farmer residing three miles northeast of Mon- choice grain land, well watered and well im
dovi, Washington. His father, Henry McLin, proved with a select orchard, good house, barn
was a native of Kentucky, whence he came to and other outbuildings.
Missouri in 1833. He was a veteran of the August ro, 1896, occurred the marriage of
War of 1812, and died in Sullivan county, Mis- Mr. Sprinkle and Sarah \Villiams, a native of
souri, in 1848, in his sixtieth year. His mother Utah, who prior to her marriage was a profes
Susan (Guyser) McLin, also a native of Ken- sional school teacher. Her parents were John
tucky, died inMissouri.- . and Anna \Villiams, the father being dead, and

Mr,. McLm was the youngest and IS the the mother still living in Davenport.
only surviving member of a family (,f seven. Mr. and Mrs. Sprinkle are members of the
children. He was raised on a farm, and en- United Brethr.en church.
tered the arhlY, as a member of Company E,
Forty-second Missouri Infantry in 1864.. Fe
served under General Thomas in Tennessee,
was in several skirmishes, and received an hon
orable discharge upon leaving the army. He
is a member of W. H. Bentley Post, ~o. 60,
G. A. R., of Reardan, and receives a pension
from the government.

In 1882 he came to the state of vVashington
and located on a homestead near Crescent. one
half mile east of the dividing line of Lincoln
and Spokane counties. He was a pioneer of
this section, where he has a farm of one hun
dred and sixty acres, all under cultivation and
!n an advanced state of improvement, contain
mg a good house, barn, outbuildings, orchard,
and so forth.

Our subject is a man who has wide experi-
nd has seen a great deal of the United

ence a . 1L' I rStates. He is contented m UlS present oca Ity,
which he regards as the most favorable spot 111

America for the poor man to get a start and

grow. • ••
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1845. His father was Frederick Engle. born
in Pennsylvania, whose father was a natlVe
German. Frederick Engle died in I853. Our
.subject's mother was in maiden life :Mahala
Shockey. She died in I873. He has had four
brothers: Levi and Josiah, deceased; Chns
tian of Inyo county, California, and Samuel,
of Chester, Spokane county, \Vashington. He
is a member of the Odd Fellows lodge of Rear

·dan.
In I897 he took an extensive trip back to his

old home in Iowa, which was his first visit
there in thirty-five years. His youngest broth

·er was the sole member of the family r.emaining
there at that time. Together the two visited
the states of Texas, Oregon and California,
and Oklahoma and New Mexico territories,
':vIr. Engle returning home after four months.

He is recognized far and wide as being a
man of sterling worth and a citizen of high
standing in the community. .

It • •

JOHN \V. BETZ came without means to
Lincoln county in I892, and now has a valu
able farm one and one-fourth miles east of
:Mondovi, and a home containing all the mod
ern improvements and conveniences. He was
born June 25, I869, in Cass county, Illinois.
His father was a tailor by trade. born in Ger
many, an early immigrant to Illinois, where,
upon the outbreak of the Rebellion he enlisted
in Company K, Thirty-third Illinois Regulars,

.commissioned a first sergeant, participated in
the siege of Vicksburg and in numerous lesser
battles and skirmishes, was several times
wounded, and mustered out at the close of the
war after seeing fout; years of hard army ser
vice. He is a prominent member of the G. A.
R., and is now living a retired life in Spokane.
His name is John H. Betz; that of his wife is
Sevilla Betz. She, too, was born in Germany
and came to Illinois at an early age and there
was married. They are seventy-six and sixty
six years of age, respectively.

The brothers and sisters of John Vol. Betz
are: George, Mondovi; Albert, Edward and
Christian, of near Cheney; Anna, a Cheney
normal school graduate, now teaching in Che
ney; and Mary, a graduate of Stanford.

In the fall of I882 our subject came with
bis parents to Cheney, where he grew up on a

farm, and c~me to Lincoln count!, in 1892 and
began farmmg on the place whlch is still 11'

k . I lS
home. He m~ es a specla ty of grain farming
and stock ralsmg.

F ebrllary I4, I 894, he was married to Ro
sana Beem, a native of Mattoon, I1Iinois the
daughter of John T. and Elizabeth (Dadiels)
Beem, natives of Illinois and Indiana.
They are now living near Tyler, Spokane coun
ty, and are parents of five children: Mrs. Betz,
Mrs. Nora Moreland, Nolan, Stella and Flora.
\Vith her parents Mrs. Betz drove overland
at an early age to Kansas, thence to Texas and
back to Kansas, and crossed the plains to Che
ney in I887, coming by team and wagon. In
I902 with her husband she drove to Harnev
county, Oregon, and retu~ned, making in ail
several thousands of miles she has traveled in
a wagon.

Both M r. and Mrs. Betz are members of the
Free Methodist chur.ch.

They are parents of fi\'e children: Alberta
G., Estella M., Mary B., John E. and Jennie S.

. Mr. Betz can feel justly proud of the prog
ress he has made since starting life in his pres
ent locality, and for his handsome home and
his high standing among his neighbors he olres
onlv himself his industrv, brain, honest)' ando , 0

social ·and business integrity.

•••

JULIUS D. WOODIN, a farmer residing
one and a half miles northeast of Davenport. lS
a native of \Vayne county, New York bom
July 22, I836. His father, David M. Woodm,
a native of Massachusetts, died in I88S at Day
enport. His mother was Margaret (Dean)
Woodin.

As a boy Mr. Woodin went with his pare:1ts
to Lapeer, Michigan, and later to Ripon. \VlS
consin. In August 186 I, he enlisted In com
pany B, Thirty-see'ond Wisconsin Volunteer
Infantry and served in the army three years,
recei vi~g an honorable discha.rge, when he r~
turned home. While a soldier he served Wlt 1

. I d' a num-General Sherman, and was mvo ve m
ber of skirmishes but was never sever.ely

wounded. I M
In I861 he was married to Heen h'

Sprague who died in Davenport, in I883, sl.e
, be b . d at t 115being the first white woman to une

I I lone son.place. She left, besides her 1l1S laJ]( .
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L born in Eureka, Wisconsin, who is en-
Bert " " Al k dd 'n mining busmess m as a; an one
~~~te~ daughter, Angie, who became the wife
of John Whitney, of near Davenport. She too

is nOli' dead. . . ' ,
NIr. and Mrs. Woodm removed to Cahfor-

, ~ 1878 locating in Alameda county; and
ma m, I' . h . fto his present loca Ity m t e spnng 0
came . h' hISSI where he took a pre-emptIon upon w IC
I still lives. He drove overland to the counie, and his was one of the first families here.
R~ has a farm in a fine location, and his land is
as good as any to .be found !n Big Bend. His
opinion is that he IS located m the best country
on the face of the earth and proposes to spend
the remainder of his life where he now it. He
is an influential member of the G. A. R., and
of the Methodist Episcopal church.

Mr. Woodin was married for the second
time, December 6, 1893, his bride being Mary
Orr, a native of Green Lake county, VVisconsin.
Her father, John Orr, wac 'l soldier in the Civil
war, was in many battles, and' died in vVash
ington, D. C, from the effects of a wound r,e
ceil'ed at the battle of the vVilderness. Her
mother ,Iras Mary Porter Orr.

• • •
,

CHARLES W. BETHEL. In the month
of August, 1883, Charles W. Bethel arrived in
the state of Washington, his sole wealth con
sisting of a healthy body and fifty cents in cur
rency. He borrowed money with which to file
on a pre-emption timber claim twelve miles
west of Har;rington, Lincoln county, borrowed
more money with which to payout on it, then
filed a homestead on a quarter section seven
1l1IIes nearer town, and went to work improving
l1. He owns the same land yet, it being one of
the most beautiful farms in its vicinity, and the
aggregate holdings of its owner are estimated
at at least $70,000, which sum represents the
lrUlt of his labor during the past twenty years.
-\ Mr. Bethel wa~ ~m January 26, 1857, in
. dams county, IIImOls, the son of Laven C.
a;ld Eliza]. (Featherngill) Bethel. His fa
tIler, a native of Virginia died in 1866 and

11S h ' ,F mot er, who was born in Kentucky of
'rench descent, is now living in Caldwell c~un
tr. Missouri, in her eig:hty-fourth year. His
g-randfath W'll' .- her, I lam Bethel, was a flag bearer
m t e War of 1812.

At the age of ten Charles went with his
parents to Caldwell county, Missouri, where he
lived until 1875, when he went to California,
located in the San Joaquin valley. Here he
worked on salary as a farm hand until coming
to this state.

He was married in Cheney, \Vashington,
November 7, 1884, to an old schoolmate of his,
Mary Bell Corrnana. The first nine months of
their married life the couple lived in a "dug
out" on Mr. Bethel's homestead. For three
years he worked for wages among the different
neighboring farmers, improving his own home
stead meanwhile, and in 1889 he and his wife
both took employment on the California ranch,
owned by B. B. Glasscock, for a combined sal
ary of fifty dollars a month. In the spring of
1891 he returned to his homestead where he
has been engaged in farming until 1903, when
he sold his stock and farm implements and es
tablished his residence in Harrington. Besides
his handsome home in town, he has a farm con
taining three thousand acres, and about two
thousand dollars worth of stock.

In fraternity circles Mr. Bethel is known
only as a member of Spokane lodge, No. 228,
B. P. O. E.

Being an early pioneer of the Big Bend, Mr.
Bethel is a man of wide acquaintance, and his
friends are legion. He saw the country, now a
continuous sea of grain fields, when it was
simply a vast expanse of bunch grass prairie,
when it was considered fit for nothing but
grazing purposes and when the cattle man was
king. He saw the advantages the country had
to offer men of energy and brains, and decided
to stake his fortune here. His present stand
ing in the financial circles of the state is suffi
cient proof of the wisdom of this decision.

Mr. and Mrs. Bethel have been parents of
but one child, Georgia May, who has passed
away.

•••

JAMES W. EARLES is a member of the
Davenport Trading Company (incorporated)
which conducts the largest department store
in the city and one of the largest in Lincoln
county. He is universally regarded as one of
the substantial and reliable citizens of his
county.

In Lawrence county, Ohio, he was born
July 6, 1851, the son of William and Arty
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(Brammer) Earles, both likewise natives of
the state of Ohio. The family of which Mr.
Earles is a member originally included eleven
children, seven girls and four boys, four of
the girls now being dead. Of the boys, the
subject is the youngest. He was born and
reared on a farm, and received a finished com
mon school education. December 1j, 1876,
he was married to Julia A. Smith, daughter of
John and Harriet (Johnson) Smith. Mr.
Smith is still liying in Lawrence county, Ohio,
his wife having passed away.

During the spring of r888 M r. Earles came
to \Vashington, stopping first at \\'alla Walla,
where he remained until autumn \\,hen he came
to Lincoln. county and engaged in farming
near Davenport. He acquired a tract of four
hundred acres of land, and in conjunction \yith
the tilling of the soil he also conducted a herd
of stock. In r900 he disposed of his interests,
removed to Davenport and engaged in his pres
ent business. He is at this writing treasur,er
of his company. The store room of the Dav
enport Trading Company is fifty by ninety feet
in dimensions and cotl\'eniently divided into
departments.

Both Mr. and :.\1rs. Earles are members of
the Methodist Episcopal church. They haye
one daughter, Verda B., who is now the \\'ife
of August Huck, residing in Davenport.

•••

ISA.-\C HCSTO:.J LO)JG is a descendant
of an ancient Baptist family of Ireland. \dlO.

upon the persecution of their religion in the
British Isles, took passage on the famous May
flower and came to .-\merica, landing at Plym
outh Rock. He was the son of Thomas. and
grandson of Isaac Long, the latter a noted Bap
tist minister of Virginia. The familv dO\m to
the present generation still clings to the old re
ligion of its forefathers.

Mr. Long is a farmer of Moscow, \\'ash
ington. born October r. J 833. in Anderson
county, Tennessee. his father also being born
in the same state. and comes of a familv noted
among other thi~gs for its longevity. Thomas
Long, the ·father. was eighty-seven years old
when he died. The mother of Mr. Long was
Charlotte Taylor in maiden life and a native

J ,

of Tennessee. :\;1r. Long is one of a family
of t~\'elve children. having had six brothers and

five sisters; two of the former and four f h
latter are living. The names and addr 0 t e
I ].. F' esses of

t lose Ivmg are: rancls M., a Baptist '.
t f C 1'h J mints·er a reston; omas., near Gree 'II
III ' " M T I' nVI eIllOIS; rs. e Itha ]. Irick, Mrs. Nancy E:
Strader, Mrs. Mary Roberts, and Mrs. Amanda
McHaffe. of Knox county, Tennessee, The
names of those dead are: George W . Ch .

C " n~

topher '. and John S., both of whom died'
the Andersonville prison during the Civil w In

William]. Long. and Mrs. Rachel M. Huds:'
Mr. Long was married in December, 1854:

to Betsy A. Morton,-a native of Knox county.
Tennessee, born ,-\ug11St 2, r833, a descendani
of the Mortons who came to the colonies from
England in early days. Her father and mother
were George and Delilah (Turner) Morton.

l\1r. Long sen-ed in the arm'y during the
Rebelhon. enhstmg August 7. r861, in Com
pany C. East Tennessee Infantry. which com.
pany \yas included in the Army of the Cumber
lam!. He ,,'as in the hottest of many battles,
including Stone River. Monticello and Mill
Springs, in skirmishes almost without number,
and though having his clothing pierced mal1\'
times with bullets, never received a wound. He
\\'as once taken prisoner, and for thirteen
months languished in the Belle Isle and ,-\nder·
sOl1\,ille prisons. After experiencing all the
hardships and trials of a soldier's life he \ras
mustered out February, r86j. and returned
home. In June. r870, he came to Alban)',
Oregon, by way of San Francisco and Port'
land. Here he was engaged in farming and
buying and selling horses until r883, when he
came to Moscow, in Lincoln county, near which
point he still lives on a farm. He owns a quar
ter section of land here and a drove of well·
bred horses.

Mr. Long is a member of Jerry Rusk post,
G. A. R .. and is an uncompromising Democ,rat
His family consists of four children : A!tred
·Washington. of Mondovi; ulysses Shendan,
at Moscow' Prior Thomas of Linn co~nty,, ,
Oregon. and Cynthia J., wife of M. M. Thomp
son, a farmer near Moscow. \Vashington.

•••

ALFRED \\T. LONG was born in Ande~
son county, Tenness~. August 25, 185~V~_
has been a resident of Lincoln county, " as ,



ISAAC H. LONG

WILLIAM J. HEATH

MR. AND MRS. ALFRED W. LONG

U. SHERIDAN LONG
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. sl'nce 1883. His present home is on
mgton. f

f of three hundred and twenty acres aa arm , '
well-improved and cultIvated land lYing on the

, Da\'enport-Spokane wagon road, one-half
mam f ~K d . H . hmile south of the town a man OVI. e IS t e

of Isaac H. and Betsy A. (Morton) Long,
son I' .
both of "'hom are now IVlng. . .

In 1870 the father brought hIS famIly to
Albany, Oregon, by way o~ San Fra~clsco to
Portland, thence up the \VJ1lamette fiver, ar
",ina' at Albany in the month of July. Here

~;ley ~ettled on a farm where A}fred lived until
coming to Lmcoln county. upon first arflv
inO' in this county, Mr. Long filed a homestead
Ol~ a piece of land about half way between
Da\'enport and Sprague. He subsequentl!'
made final proof on thIS land, when he sold It
and bouCTht a half section of school land.-his
present home, His farm is near th~ railroad
and is one of the best farms according to ItS
area to be found in the Big Bend. Besides the
buildings, shade trees. shrubbery, etc., common
to the well regulated and skilfully managed
farm, it contains two acres of choice fruit trees.
He also has eighty acres of timber north of
Mondovi.

In lodge circles Mr. Long is identified with
the ?-'lasons, Maccabees, 'vVorkmen, and Loyal
:\mericans, ,

His married life extends back to February
28, 18<)7. when he was married to Ada Knigh
ten, a native of Linn county, Oregon, the tenth
in point of age of a familv of eleven. Her
• •
tather, Lovell Knighten. was born in Kentucky,
lired in Missouri and crossed the plains with an
ox team in 1847, He settled on a donation
claim in the Willamette valley. near Albany, in
1852. He is now livi'ng in Linn county, Ore
gon, at the great age of ninety years, which is
three years younger than was his father at the
lime of his death. Mrs. Long's mother in
malden life was Mary Linebarger, a native of
IndIana, who lived in Missouri and who crossed
the plains with her parents in 1843. She is now
In her seventieth year of life.
h' To Mr. and Mrs. Long have been born two
~~ldren: Minnie Bemardine, on January 8,

98, and Alfred Raleigh, on July 19. 1900.
Mr. Long IS one of the most thrifty and

e~terprising farmers in his locality. of the best
OJ SOCIal and financial standing and has friends
a most without number.

31

WILLIAM J. HEATH came to his pre
sent home nine miles northeast of Mondovi in:
October, 1880, bringing his wife and four
children, and all his belongings all the way
from California by means of a four-horse team
and wagon. At the time of this advent in
Lincoln county there '"yere no roads and only
a few white settlers. His nearest postoffice was
at Spokane. a distance of thirty-five miles.
Indians were in the vast majority over the
whites, but never in Mr. Heath's e)<jJerience
caused anv serious trouble. He settled on a

•
homestead of 160 acres but as he became able
added to this, and his sons as they grew to
manhood acquired land, until now they together
own 960 acres of good land, most of which is
under culti\·ation. \vell stocked and well im
proved. During the summer of 1882 five fam
ilies. comprising the neighborhood, organized
a school district in which the Heath family
still live. ~'Irs, Heath taught the first school
in her own house, and afterward, two other
families alternated in teaching for five years,
when the district built a log school house.

Born June 30. 1852, in Lawrence county,
Illinois, Mr. Heath spent his early life on a
farm, went with his parents to St. Clair county,
Missouri, in 1868. and was there married, in
.Tanuary, 1874. to Annie E. Moore, a nati ve of
Mercer county, Illinois. Soon after their
marriage they came west to Stanislaus county,
California, where ?lIlr. Heath was employed on
a stock farm for four years, when they came to
this state.

1h, Heath's parents. both of whom are
dead, were Judge Ashel and Mary (Wright)
Heath, natives of Sullivan county, Indiana. and
Ripley county, Illinois, respectively. Judge
Heath was a pioneer immigrant to Lawrence
county, Illinois, whence he removed to St.
Clair county, Missouri, in which county he was
a judge for several years. He Iived the re
mainder of his life in that state, The brothers
and sisters of \Villiam J. Heath are: Lafayette,
in Seattle; John S., in Missouri; Jennie Beck
man and Holbert Heath, both of Missouri.
Three brothers, Robert, Milton, and Sherman,
are dead.

Mrs. Heath's father and mother were
George W. and Emma (Knapp) Moore, both
natives of Indiana. and both now dead. Mr.
Moore served in an Illinois regiment during the
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Civil War. He removed to St. Clair county in
1869, came west to Cali fornia, and died in
Everett, \Vashington, in 1896. Mrs. Moore
died in Mercer county, Illinois. The brothers
and sisters of Mrs. Heath are: Hiram; Marion
F.; Mrs. Nancy Lock, of Lincoln county; Mrs.
Mary Long, and Mrs. Myra Long, of Iowa;
Daniel, of British Columbia; and Lewis, of
Minnesota.

The children o-f Mr. and Mrs. Heath are:
John D.; Albert B., married to Minnie Har
man; Edith A., wife of F. M. Pershall; Min
nie B., wife of John Atrops; Charles R.;
George W.; and Frank L. A long life of
honest industry and fair dealing has estab
lished for Mr. and Mrs. Heath the esteem of
their neighbors and fellow citizens.

•••

ULYSSES SHERIDAN LONG, farmer
and grain buyer residing in Moscow, Washing
ton, is a native of Anderson county, Tennessee,
born March 3, 1866, the son of Isaac H. and
Elizabetb A. Long. He is the third in age of
a family of four children,-three sons and a
daughter, Alfred "V., Pryor T., our subject,
and Mrs. Jennie C. Thompson.

In 1870 Mr. Long came with his parents
to Albany, Oregon, and grew to manhood on
a farm in Linn county, of that state. He re
ceived a good education in the common schools
and in the Lebanon academy. In the fall of
1883 the family removed to the vicinity of
where Moscow now stands, where the father
engaged in farming and the subject of this
sketch worked in his employ.

On April 11, 1897,occurred the marriage of
Ulysses Sheridan Long and Clara J. Stewart,
a native Californian. Her parents were Robert
R. and Ella (Miller) Stewart, pioneers to Cali
fornia from Illinois. The father is now living
in Moscow, while the mother is dead. Mrs.
Long has h\"o sisters. Mrs. Grace Thompson
of Illinois, and Oma Stewart, a lady of educa
tion and great musical ability, of Oklahoma.

For a number of years Mr. Long held the
office of justice of the peace of his precinct. He
is a Democrat in politics, and a member of the
Modern \Voodmen of America fraternity. He
owns four hundred and eighty acres of land, all
fenced and impro\"ed and nearly four hundred
acres under culth·ation.

It was Mr. Long who platted the or',,' I
. f M W' 1"lOatownsite 0 oscow, ashington whl'ch'. . . 'ISon

hiS land and which he sold in 1903. H h
d h· f d . e asrente IS arm an IS now engaged exclus' . I

in the business of buying grain for. the Or~l~y
Shipping Company at Moscow, in which cal:C~
ity he has been engaged for three years.

Mr. and Mrs. Long have one child, a son
by the name of Ray Houston Long, born .-\pril
6, 1900.

• ••

EDWARD PORTER was born near, Man.
chester, Orleans county, New York, March 3,
1843. He was the son of Alpheus and Eliza
Ann (Moody) Porter, both likewise natives
of the state of New York. The family of
which Mr. Porter is a member consists of four
children, who are, beside himself, George A.,
of Eaton county, Michigan; Granger N., Har..
rington, Washington, and Andrew J., of near
Davenport.

When a babe Mr. Porter was taken by his
parents to Ohio, and later to Eaton county,
Michigan, his father being one of the first
settlers in that section of the state. The fam·
ily settled in the heart of a great timber belt
and set to work c1earjng the farm. At that
time the Indians' practically held sway in the
land, and Mr. Porter can relate many 1m
pleasant experiences he had with them during
his youth. Game, such as bear, deer and wolves
was abundant and the two first mentioned, .
species furnished the pioneer settlers with theIr
principal supply of meat. The principal crop
produced on the cleared land was com and
this was carried ten miles through the timber
to the nearest mill for grinding. Sometimes,
on account of the swamps that had to be
crossed, the trip consumed two days, and was
beset with danger, especially during troublous
times with the Indians. Forty years of Mr.
Porter's life were spent in this section, dUflng
which time he experienced all the hardshiPS
and discomforts of the pioneer among the tJln-
ber and swamps of Michigan. C 'e

. 86 to arflHe was marrIed May 19, 1 9,. La\,'
E. Fish, daughter of John and Carolmen~ the
erty) Fish both of whom were arno ".

, t, MIchlPdn.
earliest settlers of Jackson coun ),' "'110. I ,ertv 1\
Mrs. Fish's father. was Captall1 :al. -' To
fought in the Indi<\n war in MIchIgan. c....

h 'ldren have IJW'Mr.. and Mrs. Porter three c I
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!;orn: Edward R, who was drowne~ in a lake
near Sprague; Charles E., and Me1vm. .

I July 1885, Mr. Porter came to Lmcoln

tn. and settled on a homestead eight milescoun y .
th of Harrington, and also took a timber

sou H' H bI 'm southeast of arrmgton. e su se-
~l~~ntly sold his homest~d, but the timber
claim he has still. It consIsts of one hundred
and sixty acres of good a.gricultur~l land an,l
\l'ell improved.' In a~dltlOn to this he o~ns

t\l'O hundred acres mne and one-half mIle".
northeast of Davenport, containing some first
class timber and some choice farming lana,
all fenced and well improved. H is mother
came to this county in 1897 and settled on a
homestead. She made proof on the claim in
August, 1903, and died September 6. 1903.
aged eighty-two years, five months and eleven
daYs. Her husband died in Michigan Decem
be~ 28, 1880, aged sixty-three. His father,
Le\'i A. Porter. "'as a soldier in the \Var of
1812, and died at the age of eighty-seven.

.-\lthough coming to the country with very
little money, Mr. Porter has, by dint of hard
\l'ork and industry coupled with sound judg~

ment, succeeded in accumulating sufficient
property to keep him during the remainder of
his years, and at the same time he has made
many" friends and enjoys the esteem of all
\\'ho know him. He has served his precinct
as justice of the peace, and during 1902 he
held the position of superintendent of the coun
ty poor farm. He owns three lots and two
houses in the city of Davenport where he
makes his home. '

He is one of the substantial men of the
to\\'n.

• ••

HON. FRANK H. LUCE was born at
~~~ppewa Falls, Wisconsin, May 23, 1859.

parents, Edward A. and Sarah (Norming
~~) Luce, were natives of Oneida county New
lork. '

. Mr. Luce was reared in Springfield Illi-
nOIS whe '
sch~ I' re as a boy he attended the public
coli 0 s. Later, he was a student of Racine
tione~e. RaCIne, \Visconsin, and after gradua
city \ rom this school he went to New York
in' th~hUe. he ~ompleted a course in medicine
in 1882. mverslty of New. York, graduating
for a t' Returmng to Spnngfield, he engaged

llUe In the practice of medicine, and in

January, 1887, he came west, locating at Ta
coma. The following year he came to Daven
port and engaged in the operation of real estate
and mines. In 1889 he was elected joint state
senator. for the counties of what are now Lin
coln, Adams, Franklin, Douglas, Okanogan,
Ferry and Chelan, and enjoys the distinction
of having been the first senator elected in this
district on the Republican ticket. His election
was by a large majority, and upon the expira
tion of his term he was elected lieutenant gov
ernor of the state, 1892, which office he filled,
with credit both to himself and his electors,
until 1897. He also has served his town as
mayor. He has been and is interested in min
ing operations and in real estate, also owning
an interest in the Big Bend National bank, of
which institution he is vice president. His
mining interests are principally in Stevens,
Okanogan and Chelan counties.

Mr. Luce was married December 5, 1883,
to Miss Nellie B. Mathers, daughter of Han.
John Mathers, the ·first mayor of Jacksonville,
Illinois, in which city he was a very prominent
man. Her mothen is Mrs. Julia A. ~1athers,

and is still living on the old homestead where
Mrs. Luce was born, in the house built over
fifty years ago. Han. John Mathers is dead.
Like her husband, Mrs. Luce possesses a fin
ished education, having been graduated from
the Illinois \\Toman's College at Jacksonville.

Mr. Luce is prominent in the circles of
Freemasonry, having been made a Mason at
the age of twenty-one in Springfield Lodge,
NO.4; he now is a member of Accacia Lodge,
No. 58, of Davenpor.t, of which lodge he has
been grand master.

Mr. Luce has ever been an active and ener
getic man, deeply interested in the upbuilding
and the development of the resources of the
country, and his successes. financial and politi
cal, are canI'incing e"idence of the high esteem
in which he is held. and the confidence reposed
in him by his fellow citizens and neighbors.

•••

L. DAVIES, a practicing attorney at law of
Davenport. was born in Neath, Pennsylvania,
May 24, 1865, the son of Philip and Catharine
1. Davies. The mother is still living in the state
of Pennsylvania; the father is deceased.

The boyhood of Mr. Davies was spent on
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a farm with his parents during which period
of life he was given the advantage of a gram
mar school training, and at the age of sixteen
he entered the Lerays"ille Academy. Passing
through this institution he was graduated in
1887 from the Susquehanna Collegiate Insti
tute, then entered Cornell 1.:niversity at Ithica,
New York, from I\'hich he was graduated in
J892. He was also graduated from the law
department of this school.

During the fall of 1892 he came west and
located at Ritzville, \Vashington, embarking
at once upon the practice of his profession.
Success attended him from the first so that
by the springtime of J 893 he had built up a
good practice and made many friends. Dur
ing the year following his advent in Ritzville
he was appointed prosecuting attorney of
Adams county to fill a vacancy, amI was elected
to succeed himself at the election of 1894. The
following year he resigned his office in order
to remove to Davenport where he has been
acti"e!y engaged in the practice of his pro
fession since that time.

Mr. Davies has always taken a deep and
active interest in politics. affiliating at all times
with the Republican party. He holds mem
bership in the Masonic, the Maccabees and the I

\"1. O. W. fraternities.
February I J, J 890. occurred the marriage

of Mr. Davies and Miss Belle Hutchinson, a
nati"e of Leraysville. Pennsylvania. To this
union one child has been born, L. Wayne
Davies.

During the short time Mr. Davies has been
engaged in the law he has acquired an ex
tensive and growing practice, and has made
for himself an enviable reputation in the com
munity in which he resides, both as a barrister
and a man.

• ••

JOHN McKAY resides about three and
one-half miles south of Lamona, in Lincoln
county. He was born in Duntroon, Canada,
October JO, 1857. His father, John McKay,
was born in Scotland and came to Canada when
a young man. He bought timber land near
Duntroon, cleared it up and made a home,
where he has resided since. The mother of
our subject, Mary (Grant) McKay, was born
in Ireland. When a girl, she came to Dun
troon and there was married. The parents

became wealthy and prominent peoll] f D
O b · eo un

troon. ur su Ject was forced to tr I fi .. . ave re
miles to attend publIc school and rece' . d h'

I . d . 11 e IS
ec ucatlOn un er great dIfficulties. At tl
of eighteen. he enlisted to assist in le age
down the Riel Rebellion in Canada. a~~t~::~
111 the heat of the fight 111 the \\Tinnepeg

d h '11 h I I COun·try an e StI 0 Cs a gold badge awarded him
as the most successful marksman among the
patTIots. In 1876, Mr. McKay came to Cali.
forma and was engaged as foreman of a large
ranch for one year. After that he spert t\\'o
years sailing. In 1880, he came to Medical
Lake and bought one thousand and t\\'entr.
five acres of land. He transformed the san'Ie
into one of the choicest farms in Spokane coun.
ty. He built a creamery and did much other
commendable labor. in the upbuilding of the
country and was one of the prominent men in
that section until 1902, when he sold the farm.
After that he bought eighteen hundred and
eighty acres where he now resides in Lincoln
county. It is an especially fine farm. ererr
acre of the same being fertile wheat land. and
is considered one of the choicest places in the
Big Bend country. Six hundred and hrentr
acres of this estate are under irrigation ditch.
Mr. McKay has the place supplied with all
buildings and impro\-ements necessary and
giyes his attention to overseeing the same to
gether ,dth handling other business.

In 1879, Mr. McKay married Miss Jane.
the daughter of Charles and l\Iatilda J. (Cun·
ningham) Spicknell. prominent and wealthr
people of Oregon. They were born in IndIana
and came to the Webfoot state among Ihe
earJies pioneers. Mrs. McKav was born in the
state of Iowa. Her sister, Elizabeth. drore a
four horse team all the \vay from Salem. Ore·
gon, to Medical Lake, \Vashington. in 1880
To Mr. and Mrs. McKay. six children har:
been born, Fred, Charles, John, Jenllle. Frank
and Estella.. Mr. McKay has always been on
the frontier. He bought the first plow soil! 111

the city of Spokane, inaugurated the hrst
creamery enterprise in the Medical Lake c~un.
try and has always been one of the lea(ll1'd

u

. . 1 He staneand progressIve men of hIS cay. . I h
in this country without capital and the \\~lt·S

. . h ult ot 11that he has amassed S1l1ce IS teres. t.,
. I b He IS fa cuWIsdom and well passed a ors. . Lincoln

as one of the wealthiest famlers In ~! j\av
county. During the early days Mr. ,c .
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Siderablv interested in mining and was

was con, C d' Alf the first to enter the oeur ene
one o. He has been in most all kinds of
~mry· II' d 'h
f t· life and is persona y acquamte WIt
ron ler . d "d

the hardships, suffenng and . angers lOCI ent

h t The thrilling expenence of hIS hfe
t ere o. . book H .

Id make a very interestmg . e IS a
\roU .'

ine and h'pical frontIersman, bemg a mangenu 'J . . f I
of large physical proportIOns, aCtI ve, power u

d possessed of fearless and undaunted cour
a:e and one can readily understand why he
~~s ahrays been placed in the lead on the fron
tier. On many occasions, he has been the one
to oust bands of robbers, to meet and take crim
ina�s and it has been said of Mr. McKay that
he never went to bring a man without securing
him. He is a man of free and generous dis
position and has made and spent a fJrtune in
addition to what he now owns. No enter
prise for the welfare of the community. ever
appeals to Mr. McKay in vain. In fact he has
ahrays been one of the first to inaugurate im
pro\"~ments. better schools and better roads
and everything for the convenience and up
building of the country. In addition to the
other labors mentioned, from 1880 on, for
twenty years, Mr. McKay has operated thresh
ing outfits all O\'er the Big Bend country. In
all his c-'xperiences through his entire career,
llr. y1cKay has maintained unsullied his char
acter and manifested an uprightness and integ
nt)" unswerving and uncompromising.

• ••

E. DE WITT REITER. a widely kno\m ,
attorney of Davenport, VI/ashington, comes of
old and historic Knickerbocker stock; and he
can number among his ancestry men prominent
dunng the fomlation period of this country
lllthR' ,e evo!ulIonary and in the 1812 wars.
He was born at Green Springs. Ohio, October
~2. 1877. His father, Peter E. Reiter, also
t~rn ~t Green Springs, is a descendant from
f e o.d De Ruyter family of Knickerbocker
allle In New York, distino-uished as soldiers
Junsts dI' '" ,. . an Jarnsters. Mr. De Reiter's mother
ill malden I"f . H . .
P Ie \\ as arnet Close a natIve of

ennsvlvani f P ,and' a, 0 ennsylvania Dutch descent,
COmes of a fa 1 .\ " . Ia ! Ii . < III Y promment 111 cdtnmerclan( nanclal ff .

fath a aIrs of the Keystone state. Her.
er was a . I'

of land a capIla 1St, owning immense tracts
, nel a pIOneer settler of Ohio. Her

brother, Daniel Close, was a graduate from
the Heidleburg University, Germany, a noted
preacher and president of the Reformed church
in Ohio. Both parents of the subject still live
on the old homestead near Tiffin, Ohio.

E. De Witt Reiter began his education Iii
the district school, and at the age of fourteen
began to teach. He taught for three year;:.
during which time he attended at intervals the
normal school at Valparaiso, Indiana, also tak
ing the scientific course there. Later he t00k
an elective course at Tiffin, Ohio, readin;s law
at the same time. In 1899 he came to Dwen
port and resumed the study of law under, H.
A. P. Myers, being admitted to practice May
19, 1900. He opened an office June I st of
the same year. An ardent Republican in poli
tics, he has done some campaign speaking, but
disclaims any political aspirations. He is a
prominent and active man in fraternity circles,
being senior deacon of Accacia Lodge. No.
58, A. F. & A. 1\1.; a member of the TvIar:so
bees, the Royal Highlanders and of the Fra
ternal Order of America.

Mr. Reiter has one brother, Burton L.,
born at Tiffin, Ohio, and now a student at
Heidelburg University.

At Bloomville, Ohio, August 15, 1899. :vIr.
Reiter was married to Marion Fry, daughter
of John W. and Martha (Lane) Fry, both
of \\'hom ar.e now living in Lincoln county.
l\-1r. Fry was born in Seneca county. Ohio, and
was an extensive farmer and land owner in
that state. He was also a contractor and
builder, came to California in 1850 and built
the famous Palace hotel in San Francisco. His
\\'ife is a native of California.

Mrs. Reiter has fi\'e brothers: John,\Vill
iam, Arthur, Cecil and Da\"id. all living with
their parents; and two sisters: Grace, wife of
\Villiam Colman, a Lincoln county farmer;
and Rhoda, a high school student of Daven
port.

•••

LEWIS L. BLACK is a young man of
prominence in Lincoln county. He came to
Ritzville in 1899 and although not one of the
early pioneers, yet he is a man who has shown
such energy and good judgment in his labors
here that he has become one of the respected
citizens of this wealthy country. He landed
here without any money and went to work in
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the vicinity of Odessa on the range. He soan
was promoted to foreman of the Buchanan
property, where he remained for two years.
As soon as possible after this, he bought a
section of railroad land and has added to it
since until he now owns nine hundred and
twentv acres of choice wheat land in the vicinitv- .
of Odessa. He has given his attention to
handling real estate and doing a loaning busi
ness in addition to overseeing his farm prop
erty and now dwells at Odessa where he has
his office and does a first class business. The
farm is well supplied with improvements and
stock and other sources of fine income.

Lewis L. Black was born in Pike county,
Illinois, December 22, 1879. His father, John
S. Black, was born in Owen county, Indiana,
moving to Illinois when a young man and
there becoming a wealthy and influential citi
zen. His father, John S. B., the grandfather
of our subject was a captain in the Mexican
war. The mother of our subject was Miranda
(Baker) Black, a native of Pike county. She
is descended from prominent American people
and \\'as a highly respected lady. The common
schools of Pike county furnished the educa
tional training of our subject, then he worked
with his father on the farm until 1899. when
he came to Ritzville, as stated abo\·e. Today
he is worth many thousands of dollars. In
1899 he had no capital whatever except hi~

hands. The entire amount has been made bv-his wise efforts and he may well take a pardon-
able pride in his excellent success,

In October, 19°3, Mr. Black married Miss
Anna Peterson, a nati\'e of Sweden, \dlOSe pa
rents were leading people in that country. Mr.
Black has the following brothers and sisters,
Frank, Oscar, James E .. \V. C, George \V.,
Mrs. May Reeder, Mrs. Etta Lippencott, Mrs,
Emma Stout and Mrs. Hannah Stout.

• ••

JOSEPH M. B'EN'NINGTON, who re
sides at Ritzville, the county seat of Adams
county, is a real estate and financial agent, be
ing associated \\'ith his brother, \V. ]. Benning
ton, These gentlemen do a large business and
hold in their own right between three and four
thousand acres of well tilled wheat lands. They
have placed a large amount of money for in-·
vestors in Adams and Lincoln counfies, and are
well kno\m as sterling business men.

Mr. Bennington was born in Marsh II
III" J a Coun·ty, 11101S, on une 8, 1866. He is a so .

Washington M. and Edith C. (Vand not
B · . f amffit)enmngton. natIves 0 Frankfort Ke t k" . nuc)'
and Marshall county, IlhnOls, respecti\'el\' Th;
father went to Marshall counl\' lIIinol's" .. h
h

' ., . \\It
IS parents when a child they beinO' a

the pioneer settlers of that part of th"e pmong
, rame

State. He secured land 111 Marshall COUntl'
and became a well known and well-ta-do ,~

H ' f h \"'1 ' Cltl'
~en. IS at er, 'v 1 ham Bennington, sen'ed
111 the Black Hawk war and with his broth.
ers, had been a pioneer to Kentucky,

Our subject secured his early education in
the public schools of his nati\-e state, finishilw
with a short collegiate course, Being a farn~
er's son he early gained a practical kno\\'lec1cre
of soil tillage from which vocation he has nel~r
succeeded in entirely divorcing himself He
was subsequently employed for about two I'ears
in the operating department of the Io\\'a 'Cen
tral railroad,

Coming west in 1891 he associated himseli
with a wholesale house in Portland, Oregon,
with which he remained for over six years,
finally quitting their employ as chief clerk and
confidential bookkeeper,. being attracted thence
by the "land boom" in Eastern Washington,
Settling in Adams county he immediatel\' took
up land and. forming a partnership \\'ith his

I brother. he became actively engaged in his old
i \'ocation, the tillage of the soil. at \dlich he has
, been very successful. In the hl1 of 1903 Ihl\

leased their large properties ;md together took
up the business in \\'hich they are no\\' engagl't!,

Mr. Bennington began life withom any
other capital than a firm determination to suc
ceed and he has thus far. seemed to hare

, • A •

achieved his purpose in a "ery gratJjymg man-
ner. He has never been a candidate for oflice
in any way and says he has absolutely no poliu
cal aspirations or ambitions, although he IS ,he

bl ' (ounffpresent chai rman of the Repu Ican ,
Central Committee of Adams county.

•••

JONAS A. CARLSOX one of the leading
L ' I ll1t\' res1l115farmers of northern mco n COl - ' .•

I ' He Olin,
about one mile west from Hesse tme, I' h

. I I d \I'llCthere a half section of chOIce \\' leat an 'he
his wise industry has transformed frO~qllll,
wild of prairie sod to a well laId out and ,.
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I · t d fann It is supplied with residence,mtlAe· .

barns out buildings, and other thmgs neces-
sary 'to make it a comfortable and pleasant

rural abode. .
jonas A. Carlson was born m Sweden,

Sepiember II, 1849, the son of.Carl and Anme
(Peterson) Swinson, also natIves of S\~'eden
and wealthv farmers. In addItIon to asslstmg

I , father ~n the farm, Jonas attended school
US d I'd'in the adjacent district, and pursue lIS stu' les
until he had mastered the .com~on branches.
He continued in labor III hIS natIve land untIl
1880, when he came t~ence,to the United
States, and began work m Indiana for w~ges.

He hao no capital and he labored J1l IndIana,
1\'lissouri. Colorado, Minnesota, and on the
Canadia~ Pacific railway until 1883. In that
veal' he had laid by enough capital to justify
him in seeking a pface for himself, so after
due investigation he selected his present place
aud filed a homestead. Later he bought a
quarter section and the half section is n~w his
home estate. Mr. Caison has shown hImself
one of the sturdy pioneers and has certainly
done a good part in opening up and developing
this country, He has also mani fested unswerv
ing integrity and uprightness in his life here
and has won, consequently, the good will and
esteem of all,

In 1896, Mr. Carlson married Miss Emma
Johnson, a native of Sweden, and to them one
child has been born, Hilda. Mr. Carlson has
three brothers, Victor, Carl, and Swan, and
one sister, Mrs. Hilda Peterson.

•••

. JACOB E. SHAW, who Tesides about two
miles west from Hesseltine was bo'rn in Preble,
county, ?hio. His father, John T. Shaw, was
born tn,Kentucky, of English descent, and came
With hIS parents to Ohio when a child, He
was a prominent citizen of his section and a
worthy man. The mother of Jacob E. Shaw
was Seraphine (Fudge) Shaw, a native of
Preble County, Ohio. She is descended from
a very prominent and patriotic family. Her
grandfather, Gasper Poterff. was a \'eteran of
the R I . .
C eva utlOnary \-Var, and with her father.
~PtaJn Jacob Fudge, fought in the war. of

~ 12., Many members of the family, werQ
romment and wealthy people. Our subject

lias educat d' h' .e III t e pubhc schools of OhIO, and

in 1880, entered the northern Indiana normar
school where he completed his educational
training. Two years later, he came to Oregon,
and for one year thereafter.. was busy looking
the country over. He finally decided to locate
in Lincoln county, and accordingly took tim
berculture, preemption and homestead claims,
which made him about four hundred and
eighty acres of fine wheat land. He owns this
at the present time and has it well improved.
Mr. Shaw devotes himself to stock raising as
well as farming and has some fine Hambleton
ian horses and shorthorn cattle. He has a good
residence and all improvements needed on this
farm. Mr. Shaw was no exception to the or
dinary pioneer when coming here, and he
landed in Lincoln county \\'ithout any means
and was forced to borrow money to make his
filings. His nearest post office was seventy
five miles away, He was obliged to work out
to improve his farm and he plodded along until
fortune began to favor him and he is now one
of the wealthy men residing in Lincoln county.
Mr. Shaw has two brothers, Sherman, a re
tired farmer, and George \Y., now deceased.
He was formerly a farmer in Lincoln county.

• ••

WILLIAM HENRY JONES is a farmer
and stock man, residing about one mile north
east of Tipso. He was born in Lane county,
Oregon, October 28, 1865. His father, Richard
Jones was born in Tennessee and moved to
Iowa with his parents \\'hen a child. In 1852
he drove an ox team from Iowa to the \Villa
mette valley, then started to farming in Lane
county. During the Indian troubles of 1856,
he enlisted to repel the savages and did some
good work. He was a prominent citizen in
Lane county and diecl in 1890. The mother of
our subject was Alice A. (EJlmaker) Jones,
and she was bom in Jefferson county, Iowa.
Her father, Enos Ellmaker, assisted to con
struct the first railroad built in the United
States. Our subject received his education
from the public schools of the \Villamette val
ley and remained with his father until twenty
years of age, when he went to work on the
neighboring ranches for wages. He remained
in that county until 1888, in which year he
jotirneyed to the Big Bend. After due investi
gation, he selected his present location and took
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land by squatter's right. Later he homesteaded
and has since bought one quarter section, mab
ing his entire estate one-half section. He has
an excellent orchard on the breaks of the Colum
bia river, which has all varieties of fruits that
are adapted to this section. Mr. Jones, like most
of the well-to-do men in the Big Bend coun
try, began life with no capital whatever, and
his entire holdings are the result of his skill
ful labor. He has t\\"o brothers, Arthur and
Frank R., and two sisters, Mrs. Mary E. Job
and 1VIrs. Clara Miller.

In 1892, Mr. Jones married Miss Martha
A. Jackson, who was born in Fentress county,
Tennessee. She came to Kansas with her pa
rents when young, and in 1889 they located in
Vvashington. Mrs. Jones' parents are Moses
H. and Esther A. (Zachny ) Jackson, natives
of Tennessee. To Mr. and Mrs. Jackson four
children have been born, Virgil E., Cecil V.,
Reed E. and Zada A.

Mr. Jones has ahvays taken an interest in
political matters and local affairs and is con
sidered a good substantial citizen and an up
Tight man.

• ••

GEORGE K. BIRGE is, at the time of
this writing, chief executi,'e of the city of
Da,·enport. He has discharged the duties of
this important office in a becoming manner,
with credit to himself and to the satisfaction
of his constituents. Mr. Birge is a fine type of
the successful men who have gained that posi
tion in life entirely through their own efforts
and wisdom.

George K. Birge was born in Geneseo, New
York, on August 22, 1862, being the son of
William H. and Amy K. (Kellogg) Birge,
nati ves of Connecticut ai1d New York, respect
ively. The father died in 1875. but the mother
is still residing in the old home place. They
were the parents of four children. Annie E.,
George K., Edward W., and Francis M. The
mother is a descendant of the historic Cotton
Mather. After completing a thorough course
in the state normal at Geneseo, our subject
entered a mercantile establishment and then
le<loTl1ed the jewelry business. After that he
caine west to Pomeroy. \Vashington, and em
barked in the cattle bnsiness. \\'hich he followed
for three years. Later, \\"e find him in the Big

•

Bend country handling stock, then he was at
Sprague, and finally moved to Davenport
:vhere he has lived eve; since. Upon arrivrng
m Dave~port, Mr. BIrge opened a jewel
shop, whIch IS the oldest of this kind in to,::
He was at the bottom round of the ladder wh~
he started in business here and has steadily been
gaining. ground until he is one of the prosper.
ous l-usmess men of Lmcoln county. He has a
fine patronage, carries a large stock of well.
selected goods and does business in the same
building with the Big Bend drug store. Mr.
Birge O\\',lS property in Davenport and else.
where.

In 1892 occurred the marriage of Mr. Birge
and Miss Minnie Bonneywell and to them five
children ha"e been born, Edward W.. Alfred
\V., Frances, Henry, and G. Livingston. Mrs.
Birge's parents. "William and Sarah (Brench
ley) Bonney\\"ell, are natives of England. They
came to Walla \Valla, \Vashington, and in /889
moved to Lincoln county. where they now reo
side. In political -matters. Mr. Birge is asso
ciated with the Democratic party and takes a
keen interest in the campaigns. In 1897 he
was elected justice of the peace and sen'ed two
terms. In 1891 he was chosen mayor of Dar
enport and still holds this office.

Fraternally he is affiliated with the 1. O.-,
O. O. F .. the A. O. U. W .. the W. W.. the
K. O. T. M. ami the A. F. & A. M. Mr. Birge
has gone through all the chairs of the A. O. 1J.
\V. and has been through the Grand Lodge.
He is very popular in fraternal circles and .has
hosts of friends. being a genial and upnght
man. Mrs. Birge belongs to the Women of
\Io,Toodcraft. the D. A. and the F. A. She 15

also a member of the Methodist d1urch.
Mr. Birge has experienced much ~f the

hardship and deprivation incident to pioneer
life and the memorable winter of 1890"'91 was
one of the worst he remembers. The settlers
named that the "Double \ilfinteT." He owned
a band of cattle and feed became scarce, th~n
snow fell to the depth of three feet and It e
cold was intense. " Mr. Birge was dwel mg
in a tent and his food was coffee and .frozen

bread. His suffering was great, but hIS .o:Ft
words express what to him seemed \~orse. the
now seems the hardest part was t~ wlt~esslied
sufferings of the animals as they plteoU:a~fe to
to me for the food and care I was U

give them."
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MICHAEL TANNER was born in Sauk
't Wisconsin, August 5, 1865, and at an

coun y, . h h' t t B II II age went Wit IS paren s 0 tl a 0

ear Yt Wisconsin, where he grew to manhood
coun y, . . . d
on a farm, acqumng meantime .a goo common

h 1 education. In the spnng of 1882 he
~n:to Cheney, Washington, where he wor~ed

salary for a time, and the year followmg
on k a homestead near Mondovi. He had a
too . . t h . hh d time in gammg a star ere, smce e came
,,~~hout means, and was compelled to draw his
produce a great distance to market. ~hls was
a difficult and •disagreeable task, SInce the
country was at that time v~r?, sparsely settled
and the roads in poor condition. In 1893 he
sold his homestead and purchased his present
home three miles southwest of Davenport.
"'here he owns eight hundred acres, about half
of which is adapted to cultivation. He has his
land well improved by fencing, buildings, and
so forth, a good orchard, and an abundance of
\rater in two wells, each of which is sur
mounted by a windmill and pump. He raises
some grain, but devotes his attention principally
to dairying and the raising of celery for market.
He has a large herd of dairy cattle, and sells
great quantities of milk at Davenport. He
practically supplies the markets of Davenport
and surrounding towns with celery, which he
raises of the finest quality. For the past three
years his celery has taken the first prize at the
Lincoln county fairs, and has a reputation far
and wide.

Mr. Tanner in fraternal circles is known
as a member of the K. of P. and A. O. U. \"1.
lodges of Davenport. In Davenport he main
tams a handsome residence where his family
hres dunng the school season.

Meinrad and Anna (Kintchi) Tanner,
father and mother of Michael were born in
Switzerland, came to the United States settled
for a time in Wisconsin and came to Spokane
m 1885, where the father died in February.
.1902, aged seventv-three vears. The mother
IS sllll]" .' .

. Ivmg 111 Spokane, and is now seventy-
til 0 years old.

C
Michael Tanner was married in 1886. to

arolr K . .
'I' ne aeser, a native of Wabasha county.
.\ Innesota HB ba ; er parents were John J. and
ijar fra Kaeser, both natives of Switzerland.

er ather is I'").Irs K .no\~ Ivmg m Spokane, where'in ~eser dIed In the fall of 1903.
e ISSues of the marriage of Mr. and Mrs.

Tanner have been five in number, as follows,
Cora C. Evalyn, Libby, Joseph \'IT., and Ray
mond M.

• ••

• WILLIAM G. DUNCAN, farmer, mer
chant and postmaster at' Egypt, Washington,
is a native of \Vestern Ontario, Canada, born
August 26, 1857, and of Scotch-Irish ancestry.
Journeying to the United States ·in the spring
of 1884, he came direct to Spokane. thoroughly
inspected the country, and sent for his family,
which consisted of a wife and three children.
He located his present homestead July 4, 1884.
and has continued to make that place his home
since. He came here with limited funds. and
was compelled for a time to work at day labor
for the necessary money with which to care
for his family and improve his homestead. He
has now 320 acres, divided equally between
agricultural and timber land, good buildings,
all modern improvements and conveniences.
and all necessary stock and faml implements
to successfully carryon his business of farm
ing. The panic of 1893 was especially severe
with !vIr. Duncan. so much so that he lost about
all he had accumulated. and for a time he was
compelled to haul cord wood to Davenport to
trade for provisions and clothing for his family.
What he has now he has made since 1897. 11'
the spring- of 1899 he purchased the general
merchandi se store of Moore Brothers, at
Egypt, which is about a quarter of a mile dis
tant from his home. He started in the business
with a small stock which he has enlarg-ed until
he now carries a complete line of goods usually
found in the g-eneral store. and has built up a

~

Rood trade among the settlers round about.
He has been the postmaster here since buying
the store.

\Villiam G. Duncan was the son of John
and Elizabeth (McKensie) Duncan. the fonner
a native of North Ireland, reared in Glasgow,
Scotland. and horn eighty-three years ag-o. and
the latter of Canada, and of Scotch descent.
The mother is now deceased. ML Duncan has
one sister, Mrs. Elizabeth Yingst, living in
Spokane.

On February 19. 1878. occurred the mar
ri:lg-e of \Villiam G. Duncan and Mary Hemp
hill. also a native of Ontario. Her father.
James Hemphill. is dead: and her mother. Mar
garet (Watson) Hemphill, is still living in
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Ontario in her eighty-fourth year. In Novem
ber, 19°1, Mr. Duncan was enabled to send
Mrs. Duncan and her youngest daughter on an
enjoyable visit to her aged mother in Ontario.

To this union eight children have been
born: James N., who has taken a course in a
Spokane business college; Lena M., wife of
Joseph Lennon, of Egypt; Ethel M., a student
in the Spokane Conservatory of Music, and
also a teacher of instrumental music; Sadie M. ;
John R.; Regina M.; Joseph H., and Katie A.

Mr. Duncan is a charter member of the
A. O. U. VY., of Davenport, and of the Fra
ternal Army of Loyal Americans, of Egypt.
He and Mrs. Duncan are prominent members
of the Methodist Episcopal church.

•••

GEORGE THOMAS LOGSDON. A
pioneer of 1877, George T. Logsden is now one
of the foremost business men of the city of
Davenport, \iVashington. He was born in
Pulaski county, Missouri, March 10, 1859, the
son of James O. and Sarah E. (Lemons) Logs
don, both natives of Kentucky. The father of
James O. Logsdon, James Logsdon, was a
Methodist minister, and lived to the age of
ninety-seven years. James O. and Mrs. Logs
don were the parents of thirteen children, nine
of whom are still living, all in the state of
"VI;ashington. The family crossed the plains in
1877 by means of a team and wagon, five
months being consumed in the journey. They
came direct to 'vValla 'vValla, settling on a home
stead near the town. Here the father lived
until his death, which occurred while on a visit
to Yakima, during January, 1903.. He was,
at the time of his death, in his seventy-ninth
year, and from boyhood had been a consistent
member of the Methodist church. The mother
is still living on the old farm in her seventy
seventh vear.

In 1880. George T. Logsdon settled on a
farm near what was then known as Cottonwood
Springs. Spokane county; the name since being
changed to Davenport. and Lincoln county
created from a portion of Spokane. At that
time only one house stood on the pr,esent site
of Davenport. and the surrounding country
was but sparsely settled. Mr. Logsdon re
mained on this farm until the fall of 1897 when
he remo\'ec! to Da\'enport, purchased a small

s~ock of goods ~nd opened a !?eneral merchan_
dIse store. As t~me went on hIS trade increased
and he has contmued to add to his stock u t'l
h . I' nl
~ now carnes a comp ete hne of gents' fur-

l1lShl?gS, dry goods, grocenes, feed, et cetera,
and IS domg a good, profitable business, He
?wns half a block of property in Davenport,
Improved by one of the best reSIdences in the
city, surrounded by fruit and shade trees, lawn,
shrubbery, et cetera. He IS mterested in min
ing properties in the Meteor camp in Fern
county, in Cedar Canyon prospects, and is ~

director of the Black Thorn and the Little Joe.., .
mmmg compal11es.

On March 4, 1886, Mr. Logsdon was mar
ried to Miss Anna McCoy, a native of Summer
ville, Texas, the marriage taking place while he
was on, a visit to his brother who resides in
Wise county, Texas. The fruit of this union is
one child. Ehnina \"'1., whose birth occurred
April 4, 1894. Although only ten years of age
little Elmina is now in the fourth grade in
school and is among the foremost in her class,
She also exhibits exceptional natural talent in

•musIc.
Socially, Mr. Logsdon holds membership in

the Maccabees the 'vV. W. and in the A. 0,, -
U. ''vV. Besides the beneficiaries of these
orders he carries a two thousand five hundred,
dollar insurance policy in California Mutual.

• ••

GEORGE H. SIMONS. No more perfect
type of the real pioneer,. the pr.agressiye and
capable citizen, and the bwlder at the Big Bend
country, can be found, than the gentleman
whose name stands at the head of this article,
A Pennsvlvanian by birth, the county be111g
Erie and the date, September 9. 18SI,?e mherci
ited the patriotism of the real Amencan an
learned the thri ft and wisdom that have made

. . d . fl t' I man fromhim a promment an m uen la "
worthy parents, William and Eliza J. (BrOlin;
Simons natives of New York and Penns'-
.' , H" educatlOl1vama, respectively. IS prImary K '

was received in the common schools of the e~-
, . t n he came

stone State and then. bemg seven ee , '1 '
. f tl fam l \.to Nebraska WIth the balance a le I .

He finished his education anel then engagec ltot. I for el<11
work on a farm where he remamec . hf~ll, bit I,
years. This is an index to the man. In
tenacious, and dominated by keen Wisdom.
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J877. we find Mr. Simons in California and
ft t,,·o years on a rented farm, he came up

a ;;'eston Oregon. A year later, in 1880, Mr.
W'" . L' ISimons came on to what IS now mea n county,
he and his party being the very first settlers III

th ection known as the Brents country, near
es 'I' dl

C stO'1. He took a squatter s c aIm an a-
re· h" dbored along with his brother, w a IS mentlOne

I 'here in this volume. Together they helde sew
dOW11 the claims and one or the other would

to the \Valla \,Valla country and earn money
~ h . dfor the provisions. Thus e contlllue , pur-
chasing land as opportunity ,offered, ~ntil now
Mr Simons has an estate at two sectIOns, one
~f the very finest to be found in the Big Bend
countrY. His land is in a hIgh state of cultIva
tion. is supplied with all conveniences, imple
ments, and so forth, while the imposing resi
dence beautifullv and tastefully set, is one of
the kst in this 'banner county. Mr. Simons
has not attained this distinction and accumu
lated this magnificent holding without plenty of
hard and trying labor, numerous deprivations,
and tenacious weatherings of tough places in
stringent times. He has succeeded and is to
day one of the most. substantIal men of the
county.

In 1877, Mr. Simons married Miss Eliza
beth J., daughter of M. M. and Virginia Apper
son, natives of Indiana. Mr. Apperson was one
of California's earliest pioneers and a man of
priminence. Mrs. Simons was born in Cali
fornia, on September 9, 1859. To our subject
and his estimable wife, there have been born
sixteen children, 'William W .. Bertha, deceased,
Harry S., Olive 1'11., Elmer F., Carrie L.. Hat
tie A.. deceased, Milton A., Fosco G. and
Rasco R., twins, Earnest c., George F., Eliza
beth ]"Minnie B., Chester 1'11.. and Violet H.
O~ November I, 1902, Mr. Simons and his
chlidren were called to mourn the death of the
beloved mother and wife. who had always been
affectIonate and devoted. A brave and noble
IVOman, whose sons and daughters lived to
perpetuate her memory, she can hardly be too
hIghly spoken of as the grand work she did on
th f .. e rontler to rear and care for this large fam-
Ily entitles her to first place both in the hearts
of her lOVed ones and in the esteem and deep
respect of all.

h
Mr. Simons assisted to organize the 'first

sc 001 d' t' .. IS nct III the county. He was then ap-
POInted d' t .Irec or and has slllce been constantlv-

in office by the election of the people. He has
served as judge of election in his precinct and
is one of the progressive and leading men of
the countv. Mr. Simons started here with little

,

funds, practically nothing, and the excellent
success that has now crowned his efforts is the
result of sagacity, industry, and thrift. In ad
dition to the property mentioned, he has a fine
fruit ranch in Orchard valley, this state.

• ••
SAMuEL C. RINKER liyes about one

mile east from Hesseltine where he owns an
estate of one-half section. It is good land and
in a high state of cultivation. Mr. Rinker
has a good residence, buildings and all other
improvements needed on the farm. He is one
of the earliest settlers in this section and he has
labored incessantly for the improvement and
upbuilding of the country and stands no\y a
man of influence in the communitv. He is \yell,

respected by all and has gained this by a life
of straightforwardness and industry.

Samuel C. Rinker was born in Indiana on
June I, 1844. His father, 'Washington Rinker,
was born in Tennessee and a \\'orthy farmer.
He was a pioneer to Indiana. and later mO\'ed
to Iowa and finally journeyed west to Kansas
where he died. The mother. l\Iary (Haselton)
Rinker, was born in Missouri. Her brother,
William C. Haselton was a noted orator. Our
subject was educated in IO\\'a and Kansas. He
remained with his parents until the death of his
father, and then conducted his mother's farm.
During the Civil \Var he saw considerable sen'
ice in the state militia. After the war. his
mother sold the property and they returned to
Missouri, where he farmed for some years. In
1876, he returned to Kansas and took land.
It was 1883. when Mr. Rinker came to his
present location: took a homestead and later
bought a quarter section. Since coming here,
he has devoted himself entirely to farming
and the result of his labors are the well tilled
and valuable estate that he now owns. \Vhen
first settling here. Mr. Rinker was obliged to
meet the hardships of the real pioneel1 and
each summer had to go to \Valla Walla to earn
money for the support of his family. He be
gan to raise wheat as soon as possible and
threshed it oUi. by the horses treading it and
winnO\yed it in the old fashioned way by
throwing it against the wind.
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first settlers in the county and the wealth h
h h . ed h h' d' . t ate as gam ere, e IS Istmctly dese .
of. He has won the' admiration and res~Jn1
those who know him and he is a good citizen.

0

RICHARD J. STEPHENS is one of th
younger busmess men ofLincohl county \Vh e

d hil ' h' ose
~nergy an ~ . Ity ave assIsted very materially
m the upbmldmg of the county, and the prog
ress of the same. At the preserit time he'

d · I' ,IS
can uctmg a arge gram and implement busi-
ness at Almira, achieving a success that his
worthy efforts deserve in this business. He
h~s a large circle of acquaintances throughout
Lmcoln and Douglas counties and is known as
an upright and honorable business man.

Richard J. Stephens was born in Pennsvl
vania, August 2, 1872. His father, Daniel ~l.

Stephens, was born in Wales and came to Penn
sylvania when a young man. He was one of
a committee of three who were sent out from
Chicago to \Vashington to search out a loca
tion for a \Velsh colony. He recommended
Pardise Valley, four miles west from Almira,
while the others in the community recom
mended a location in West Virginia. Acting
under his advice, a great number of Welsh
came and settled near Almira. He is now liv
ing in .Wilbur, a very prominent man among
his country men. The mother of our subject,
Mariam (Williams) Stephens, was, also, born
in Wales and came to America when young.
Her father, Isaac W., came from Wales to
California in 1849, where he was engaged in
mining. He was well known among all the
old timers on the Pacific Coast.

Our subject was educated in the public
schools of Cleveland, Ohio, and in Chicago.
He came 'west to Lincoln county in 1886 to hiS
parents, his father then being postmaster at
Brents. Our subject took charge of the office
at once and operated the same until 1890. when
he moved with his parents to the fa,nn near
Almira. In 1883, he went to work lor J. C.
Keller, a merchant in Almira, continuing In

that position for four years. In 1897, Mr.
Stephens, in company with J. C. Johnson,
caught a store and a stock of goods at AlmIra.
They operated the same together with purchas
ing grain until 1900, when the business was
sold. Our subject then went into the gram and

• ••

In 1867, Mr. Rinker married Miss Cale
donia, the daughter of Philip and Elizabeth
(Keys) Askins, natives of Tennessee and Indi
ana, respectively. The father was a well-to-do
farmer before losing his property in the Civil
VVar. Mrs. Rinker was born in Arkansas,
June 12. 1853. She received her education in
Missouri. To Mr. and Mrs. Rinker the fol
lowing children have been born, \Vashington,
a farmer at Hesseltine; Philip, a farmer in
Douglas county; Mrs. Ida Tucker, on a farm
near Hesseltine; Harvey and Valley.

I
CHARLES FElL was born in Massachu- I

setts, June 18, 1861. His parents, George and
Elizabeth (Drouncer) Feil, were natives of
Germany and came to the United States in
1849 and settled in New York. The father
was a millwright and mechanic. From new
York they moved to Massachusetts where he
did some very excellent mill work. The mother

•
came from a prominent and wealthy family.
Charles was educated in Massachusetts andl I

at the early age of fourteen, started in life for
himself. \Ve find him soon after at Carson
City, Nevada, where he studied some and then
began work in a quartz mine. He wrought in
California, Montana, Nevada and British Co
lumbia until 1883, the year in which he located
his present place, which lies about one mill:!
south from Tipso. He took a government
claim; then bought land and his estates now
comprise four hundred and eighty acres. It
is good fertile land and well improved. The
farm is well supplied with plenty.of machinery
and stock and an air of thrift prevades the en-
ti re prernises. 'When, Mr. Feil first came here
there were no railroads and the settlers took
turns in going for their mail, twenty miles
away. The trips were generally made on snow
shoes in the winter. Like many of the old set
tlers, Mr. Feil had no means to improve his
land. consequently he had to seek the fields of
\Valla \Valla and the Palouse country. Some
years, he went to the mines at \Vardner in
stead of the han'est fields. In this way, he
continued to impro\'e the place until it was self
supporting, and then he gave his entire atten
tion in his farm. which is now one of the very
choicest places in Lincoln county. Mr. Feil
has the distinction of being one of the very
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implement business and has continue~ in th~
me e\'er since. He owns a large gram ware

~~use a fine residence and an excellent mill
site. 'Mr. Stephens started in life with no
capital and is now one of the prosperous melt
of the country.

In 1896, Mr. Stephens married Miss Edna,
daughter of Stapleton and Hannah (Johns)
Howard, natives of Virginia and Ohio, re
spectively. The father served in the Civil war
under Morgan and was captured by the north
ern soldiers. He is one of the old settlers in
Washington.

1'11. Stephens has two brothers, Isaac and
John D, and two sisters, Annie and Mary. Mr.
Stephens was born in Creston. Iowa. One
child has been born to Mr. and Mrs. Stephens,
Richard.

•••

FELIX A. IRVIN resides about one mile
east from Tipso, being one of the leading ag
riculturists of his section.' He owns three hun
dred and twenty acres of land which is well
improved. His residence, barns, outbuildings,
orchard, fences and other evidences of labor
and taste have made his place one of the choice
ones of the section and Mr. Irvin is known as
a thrifty and energetic man. He gave 'his at
tention entirely to farming, doing some stock
raising and· has made the section what his
worthy labors demand.

Felix A. Irvin was born in Arkansas, Sep
tember 18, 1863, being the son of Simon F.
and Elizabeth J. (Bates) Irvin, natives of Ten
nessee. The mother died when Felix was a
small child. The father had come to Arkansas
when a young man and become one of the
prominent and well to do citizens of that state.
Felix A. was educated in the district schools
of Arkansas, and then went to farming. He
came to Washington in 1887, and worked for
wages oue year; then selected his present place
and took a homestead. Finally, he bought an
other quarter section which comprises the
estate he Owns at present. Mr. Irvin has the
foll owl11g brothers and sisters: Charles F.
Jame H J 'LAs ., ohn W., Mrs. Mary Miser, Laura

. tterbury, Flora B. Irvin.
Sh In 1883, Mr. Irvin married- Miss Annie

I ambhu, who died in 1886. In I Qn9 Mr.
rVln . . ~ ,

.marned MISS Minnie J. Johnson who is
a natIve f M' ,a mnesota and reared and educated

in Washington. Her parents were Faris and
Anna (Guerina) Johnson, early pioneers of
Lincoln county, where they now reside. To
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin two children have been
born, Fred M. and Freda M.

Like many of the residents of Lincoln
county. Mr. Irvin carne here with very limited
means. He is no\v one of the representative
men and has gained \vealth and standing by
his upright life and careful labors.

• ••

. THEOPHILGS HATCH was born in
Switzerland county, Indiana, August 13, 1852.
His father, Cmns Hatch, was born on the same
place as our subject and was a veteran both of
the Mexican and the Civil wars. The mother,
Elizabeth (Reno) Hatch was also born in the
same place. Our subject was educated in the
public schools of Indiana and early learned the
blacksmith trade. After becoming proficient in
that, he journeyed in 1874, to California. where
he worked at his trade until 1883. In that
year, he came to Vvashington and settled on a
homestead four miles north from Almira.
Later, he took preemption and timberculture
claims; then bought land until he has now one
thousand, two hundred and eighty acres of first
class farming land. He also owns a beautiful
residence in Almira and every thing that is
needed to handle a large and first class estate.
He owns twenty~fivehead of cattle, thirty head
of horses, two headers and a steam thresher
besides all other accessories. It is interesting to
note that when Mr. Hatch stepped out for him
self from the parental roof, he had but three
dollars and seventy-five cents. The last year
the wheat productions of his estate alone sold
for over six thousand dollars.

In 1888, Mr. Hatch married Miss Nellie
E., daughter of William and Rosa (Webber)
Lea. The father was born in England and is
now a farmer in Cali fomia. The mother was'
born in Michigan and crossed the plains to
California with her parents when she was a
child, making the journey with ox teams. To
Mr. and Mrs. Hatch, three children have been
born, Rosa M., Clarence C. and Henrietta.
Mr. Hatch has one brother, John M. Mrs.
Hatch was born in Reno, Nevada, September
20, 1870. She received her education in "Valla
\-Valla, Washington, in which state she was



494 HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

married. She is well acquainted with frontier
life and has shown herself a true woman and a
pioneer. When Mr. Hatch first came to this
country he had to go thirty-five miles for his
mail and endured hardships and deprivations
incident to a pioneer Ii fe.

•••

S.-\LLEE \Y. SALLEE was the editor Qf
the ALII/ira Ne..('s. a bright paper of distinct
merit which the business ability of our subject
made a progressive and popular sheet. S. W.
Sallee was born in Montgomery county. Mis
souri. June 30, 1885, being the son of \Y. V.
and Virginia C. (Hunter) Sallee, both natives
of Montgomery county, Missouri. The father
was a veteran of the Civil war, and participated
in many hard actions. He died in 1902. Our
subject received his primary education in the
district schools of Missouri, and then entered
the high school in VVel1s\'ille. Before he com
pleted the course, he came with the family !o
Sterling, Kansas, and there spent some ttme 111
the high school. Just before his graduation,
the family again moved, this time to Hartline,
VVashington, arriving here in 1902. Shortly
afterwards, our subject came to Almira and
went to work for the Big Bend Olltlook.
Later, he bought the Almira NI?"&s and the en
ergy, executive ability and literary talent of Mr.
Sallee made a very marked improvement in the
paper and he has thus early in life laid the
foundation of a fine business and made an ex
cellent start in a business career. Our sub
j ect has the following brothers and sisters, E.
E., in Sacramento, California; \,y. G., in Ta
coma; L. L., a farmer near Hartline; Mrs. 1.
O. Smith, whose husband is a farmer near
Hartline. \\Then Mr. Sallee located in this
country, he was without capital and although
he has not been here very long, he has gained
his entire holding through his own efforts and
bids fair to take his place among the leading
men of the county.

•••

ALEXANDER JOSS, a native of Scotia's
rugged hills and now a supporter of America's
free institutions.-lives about twelve miles south
from Govan. He owns an estate of one half
section besides one hundred and sixty acres in

Spokane. county an~ is considered one of the
substantIal and thnfty agnculturists of Lin
coln county.

Alexander Joss was. born in July, 1859, the
son of Peter and SophIa (Man) Joss, natives
of Scotland and agriculturists. The father
died when our subject was a child. He re
ceived his education in his native land then
worked on a farm until 1879, when he took a
journey to A~eric~. In this cou~try he gave
hImself to m1l1111g 111 Anzona, Cah fomia, Ore
gon and British Columbia, then returned to
Scotland and remained two years. In 1885,
he came to Spokane county where he engaged
in farming until 1894, in which year he took
a homestead where he now resides. To this
he added one~fourth section by purchase and
has a very comfortable home place and nice
estate. Mr. Joss is a man of industry and up
right principles and has won the respect and
esteem of all. It is to his credit to say that
when he came to this country he was without
means and now is very prosperous.

In 1903, Mr. Joss married Miss Maggie,
daughter of Joseph and Elspet (Skinner) Fin
nie, natives of Scotland. Mrs. Joss was also
born in Scotland.

.'.
FRANK KINER. Although the stIbject

of this article has not been a resident of Lincoln
county as long as some of the pioneers, still,
he has manifested such industry. sagacIty and
business ability that he has won an excellent
holding for himself. He came to the co~~try

with no capital and now has a fine estate ot tour
hundred acres about ten miles south from WIl
bur. Part of this he acquired by homestead
right and part by purchase from the raIlroad.

Frank Kiner was born in Jefferson county,
Iowa, December 27, 1865. His father WIl
liam Kiner was born in Pennsyh'ania and came

I . t vefrom Dutch stock. He moved from lIS na I
state to \Vayne county, Ohio, when ayoung
man and a few years later, came to BurlIngton,

I b ess'Iowa and was engaged in the hote usm ,
, Iowathence he moved to Jefferson county, '

and settled on a farm. In J 890, he came :~
\,yashington with our subject and hIS dea

F k' mother,occurred three years later. ran s. Oh'
Sarah A. (Uhler.) Kiner, was hom m . 10;
of Pennsylvania Dutch stock. An uncle 01 ou
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b
· t Fred F. Kiner, was an officer in the

su Jec , . h d I . . h
C

· '-1 \Far and langulS e a ong tIme m t e
1\-1 " , Ge' dAd. ens at Macon, orgJa, an at n er-

pnson P. k he.·lle Followmg the war, he too up t
som l

. bk 'Idfession of the law and wrote a 00 ,entIt e
pro . . " h' h ."One Year SoldIerIng, w Ie was qUIte popu-

lar. d d' I d' .Our subject was e ucate . m ~ le Istnct
schools of Iowa and worked wIth hIs father on

farm until twenty-one years of age. Then he
~ented a farm for two. years after which he
came' to Washington 111 the year mentIOned
above. He secured a homestead, bought rail
road land and went to wo~k to become one of
the substantial men of Lmcoln county. He
noll' has good buildings, fine orchard and other
improvements of value.

In 1886, Mr. Kiner married Miss Luella,
daughter of John and Hannah (Neal) Cop
pock natives of Ohio. The father built and
oper~ted a large flour mill and saw mill at Cop
pock, Iowa, and was a prominent and wealthy
man. To Mr. and Mrs. Kiner the following
children have been born, Sadie L., Maude 0.,
Myrtle E. and Ruby E. Mr. Kiner has the fol
lowing brothers and sisters, James, Joseph L.,
Fred S., Edward A., Mrs. Rebecca J. Frazier,
Mrs. Rose Frazier, deceased, and Mrs. Ellen
Loonen. Mr. Kiner was road supervisor of
districts number thirty-four, thirty-five and
thirty-six, for six years. He is a man who has
\\"on the respect and confidence of all who know
him and his standing in the community is ex
ceptionally fine.

• ••

SAMUEL M. JOHNSON resides about
one mile north from Creston on a magnificent
estate of nine hundred acres which he has ac
quired by purchase, the result of his own earn
Ings since coming to Lincoln county. He was
bom In Nevada City California October 268 8 ' , ,
I 5, the son of Alfred A. and Sarah
~ordyce) Johnson, natives of Virginia and

10, respectively. The father removed to
Cahfomia in the early fifties and engaged in
mlnmg at Grass Valley. He made a fortune
In the business and in 1899 returned to Ohio
where he l'S I' . - h' Ir . now Ivmg. The mot er IS a so
Irmg there. Our subject was favored with a

gOOfd COmmon school education in Ohio and
a ter the d f . . 'ays 0 that trammg were completed,

he took up telegraphy. He soon mastered the
art and was in the employ of different railroads
until 1890, in the spring of which year, he came
to Creston. He was installed soon as railroad
operator. In 1897, he bought a section of
railroad land and has added to it since until he
has the amount mentioned above. Mr. John
son now gives his attention to the oversight of
his estate and is known as one of the prosperous
men of the county.

In 1891, Mr. Johnson married Miss Ella,
daughter of John H. and Mary (Wynhoff)
Verfurth, natives of Germany and now farm
ing in Iowa. Mrs. Johnson was born in Iowa
on December 4, 1871. To this union, one child,
Odessa L. was born on April 26, 1892. Our
subject has the following brothers and sisters,
Hon. David B., an attorney in Minneapolis,
and one of the best orators of the northwest.
On account of his ability as a speaker, he has
been styled the Demosthenes of America. and
the Stephen A. Douglas of the northwest; W.
B. general live stock agent for the Gulf system
of railroads in Kansas City, Missouri; F. E. in
Salt Lake City, Utah. Mr. Johnson also has
two sisters, Mrs. Luella Hannah, in Ohio;
Mrs. Ida Allen, in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania.

•••

WILLARD STIMSON is one of the ven
erable and respected residents of Lincoln
county, and is also entitled to the distinction of
being- one of the pioneers of \iVashington and
the Big Bend country. He was born in Huron
county. Ohio. August 20. 1825, being the son
of Gilbert and Sarah (Picksley) Stimson. The
father was born and raised in New York. and
later moved to Ohio, where he was sheriff of
Huron county for a number of years. He was
a veteran of the war of 1812. being fife major,
and was at the blowing up of Little York, and
was a prominent and influential farmer. His
father. John Stimson, the grandfather of oUl;
subject, was a patriot in the Revolution and
acquitted himself with distinction. The mother
of our subject was born in New York and
reared in Ohio. Her' father, Paul Picksley,
was a colonel in the Revolution and a member
of the Boston Tea Party. He was wounded
and was a pensioner for many years. He was
a fanner. Descended from such ancestors as
have been mentioned, we would expect that the
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subject of this article would be a patriotic and
stanch American.

'When a child' he came with his parents
to Burlington, Iowa, and there received.a lim-'
ited education in the subscriptioil schools of
that day. \'Vhen grown to manhood he en
gaged in rafting on the Mississippi river, and
in 1850 crossed the plains with ox teams to
California. There he engaged in freighting.

,handling from six to eight mule teams, until
1857. when he -returned to Iowa and took up
farming. In 1872 Mr. Stimson came to 'Whit
man county, \Vashington, and took a home
stead fifteen miles southwest from Colfax.
That was the scene of his labors until 1889,
when he came to Lincoln county, \Vashington,
locating about three miles south from Creston,
where he and his son, George L., own three
hundred and twenty acres. Part of the ranch
is good land, and some scab land. They pas
ture over 'large amounts of government scab
lands. They have usually about fifty head of
cattle, and one hundred and thirty head of
horses, including a fine Percheron stallion
which cost $1,500. They raise fine draft
horses many of which have been sold to farm
ers around.

In July, 1858, Mr. Stimson married Miss
Nancy C, daughter of Elijah and Ruth
(Ping) Barnes, nati\'es of Kentucky. Elijah
Barnes was in the wear of 1812 and fought
with General Jackson at the battle of New
Orleans. Mrs. Stimson was born in Indiana,
in 1839. Two children have been the fruit of
this union, George L. and James H., both liv
ing on the home place. George L. was born
in Des Moines county. Iowa. He is a mem
ber of the Vvoodmen of the \,yorld. James H.
was born at the same place. The wife died
at Carroll county, Missouri, before the family
came west. .. ..

THOMAS GRINSTEAD. Among the
worthy pioneers of the Big Bend coun
try there ought not be failure to mention the
subject of this article. because he has certainly
done his part in bringing about the development
and upbnilding of this country and has achieved
for himself a standing among the substantial
citizens here.

Thomas Grinstead was born in Washington
county, Virginia, on July 7, 1860, the son of

Frank and Catherine (Ingram) Grinstea I
tIves of Kentucky and Indiana, respec:.' ~a,
The father moved to Virginia when a lye y.

.' young
man and there followed hiS trade of m'U'
until his death in 1898. Our subject wa~ IDg
of the following named children: Jacob, H:~
nah, Andrew. Edward, Dorcus, Parker A
Etinice. William, Nei,ton, Thomas, Raben:::
Florence. and Charles. Thomas grew to man',
hood in the Old ~ominion State, and there
received hl~ educatIOn from the public schools.
In 1877, bemg a lad but seventeen years of age,
he Journeyed west to Oregon and hired out as a
farm hand. Two years were thus spent then he
came on to \Valla \~lalla, where he remained
two years more, and, it being then 1881, he
took a pre-emption in the Br.ent's country, just
north of Creston. Like many another stanch
frontiersman of this section, he was obliged to
go each year to the more populous section of the
state to earn money for the improvement of his
government claim. In 1886. he sold this land
and took a-homestead four miles ea'st from Wi1
b(lr. He bought a quarter section a little later
from the railroad company and in 1903 bought
one quarter section more, which makes him
three hundred and twenty acres of valuahle
wheat lanel. In addition to this, Mr. Grinstead
has a fine residence in 'Wilbur where he lires
during the winter season.

NIr. Grinstead was married in 1887, to Miss
Noley, daughter of Allen]. Stookey. To this
union three children have been born, Allen E.,
Benjamin F. and Williard W.

.. ..
WILLIAM H. McQUARIE who resides

in the vicinity of Wilbur, was born in Argyle,
New York, on June 6,1840. His .father,Jo~~
McOuarie was a native of the Bntlsh Isles a

.• , Th thercame to America when a boy. e mo ,
. bo in Can-Diana (Jaycox) McQuane, was . m . 'tish

ada. Her father was a captam 111 a Bn .
Regiment and was born in England. Our sub
ject came with his parents in 1848 to Canada
and then to Illinois in 1852. In ~his last P~~
he received his education 111 the dlstnct sch
and remained with his father until twenty:on~·

., G Sand IlhnolS
He then enlisted 111 Company . ec . In
Light Artillerv being mustered into,servlce st

J , • • On the 31
1861 at Camp Butler., IIImOls. . first en-
of March, following, he had hiS



THOMAS O. GRJNs-rEAD WILUAM H. McQUARIE IIIRS. Wll,LlAM H. McQUARIE

JOHN IIIAIUtEY MRS. JOHN MARKEY

JOHN C. COLI: SYLVANUS PAGE MIlS. SYLVANUS PAGE



-
HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY. 497

crement at Union City, Tennessee. They

d
ga" out the Confederates and captured all ofrove .
I . stores and fifteen prIsoners. On June 9,

t lelr . I h' d dI started south WIt 1 IS comman an at
~Grange, Tennessee, joined the Third ,Divis-
. Seventeenth Army Corps, under General
lOn, . . d V' k b HGrant in his expechtlOn towar IC s .urg. e
participated in the ?attle ,of CoffeeVille,. Lake
Providence, and Ml1hkan s Bend, LO~lIslana.

He had other engagements and. arrIved at
Memphis on January 21. On. AprIl 17, 1862,
he marched with hiS expedltlOn to cross the
ri\'er below Grand when the steamer sunk and
the soldiers barely escaped with their lives. Mr.
McOuarie participated in the siege of Vicks
burg to its close and was with General Stephen
son in his expedition to Monroe, Louisiana,
and also went to Brownsville. Mississippi. He
lI'as in numerous encounters and did some ex
cellent service. He participated in the siege of
Mobile, then went to Montgomery, Alabama,
and on Septemher 4. r86s. was ordered to
Springfield where he received his honorable dis
charge. Following the war. he farmed in Illi
nois until 1868, then moved to Iowa. It was
November. 1883. when he moved to Spokane
county. In April. r884. he came to Lincoln
countv and took a homestead where he now

•

lives. He has a fine residence. excellent or-
chard, and all other'improvements necessary.

In 1861, Mr. J\TcQuarie married Miss Hal;
riet. daughter of Luke and Maria (Goodale)
Nichols, natives of Vermont and N ew York,
respectively. Mrs. McOuarie was born in,-
Aurora, Illinois. on May 4. r844. To this
couple three children have been born, Eddie,
Mrs. Ellen M. Tester. and Paul A.

Mrs. McQuarie has always been a faithful
helpme~t to her husband during all the years
of depnvation and hardship of pioneer days.
For weeks at a time she would stav with her
httle ones all alone on the claim whiie he was a
~undred miles away earning their start. Thus
y her courage and patient endurance she has

done her full share in gaining thei l' present
comfortable competence. .

Mr. McQuarie has won the respect and es
teen of all who know him and is one of those
~tanch men who fought all through the dark
ays, When treason's minions were attempting

to tear down the stars and stripes. He and his
Wife ha ' h. \ e s own themselves to be capable and
estlmabl I . .e peop e. Their uprIghtness and an un

32

swerving integrity have won for them hosts of
friends and they are always found on the side
of those measures which tend to build up the
morals in the community and advance the
church and school interests.

•••

JOHN MARKEY is one of the representa
tive citizens of Lincoln county and his labors
have been crowned with abundant success. He
resides about six miles south from \Vilbur on
an estate of eight hundred acres. The entire
place is in a hight state of cultivation, well im
proved and supplied ,dth commodious build
ings and a comfortable residence. \:Vhen Mr.
Markey first came here his entire capital con
sisted of but twenty-five dollars. He selected a
homestead. his present location, and filed on it.
Each year he made his pilgrimage to other por
tions of the state to earn money for food and
other expenses and soon had enough of the land
under cutivation so that he could give his en
tire attention to labor on the farnl. His wise
management and industry soon brought him
abundant returns and he purchased land from
time to time until he has the amount stated
above. Mr. Markey has proved himself a
thorough and capable farmer and in addition
to handling his estate, has operated a first class
steam threshing outfit for a number of years.

John Markey was born in \Visconsin, on
February 25, 1862, being the son of Michael
and Mariah (Gibbons) Markey. natives of Ire
land. The father came to America when a
child and settled in New Jersey. He graduallv
journeyed \\'estward. living in \'arious I}]aces
until he came to \Visconsin. After that. he
went to Minnesota, then to Dakota and in
1888, came to Lincoln county and is now resid
ing at Creston. Our subject received his edu
cation in \Visconsin and Minnesota and labored
on the farm with his father until 1888, when
he came to Lincoln county, also.

In 1898, Mr. Markey married Miss Ada
M., daughter of William and Alice (Higgs)
Allen, natives of Iowa. Mr. Allen is conduct
ing a fruit farm in western Oregon, while Mrs.
Allen is operating a grain farm adjoining our
subject's land. 1\.[1'. Markey has one brother,
William. an engineer, and one sister, Mrs. J en
nie Wood, in Creston.
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JOHN C COLE has the distinction of be

ing a member of the first party that settled in
the Brents country, the names of the settlers
being mentioned elsewhere in this volume. He
came with team from \Valla \Valla across the
Lyons ferry on the Snake. to Cottonwood
Springs, now Davenport, and thence to Spo
kane. He had the opportunity to purchase lots
then (it was 1879), on what is now Riverside,
for twenty-five dollars per lot. Seeing nothing
to warrant the investment of that amount, he
refused, although he had the money to buy with.
He returned to \Valla \Valla. In 1880, he came
to the place where he now lives, about four
miles north from Creston, and located land.
For the first five years, he was obliged to go
each summer to the wheat fields of \Valla Walla
and work han'esting to get means to improve
the land the balance of the year. \Vorking
along this way, he built up a good place and
now has a fine estate. In 1886, our subject
and his consin, D. R. Cole, built the first store
in \Vilbnr and embarked in the general mer
chandise business which was conducted success
fnlly until 1889, all goods being hauled from
Spokane. Then he turned his attention to his.
farm and since that time has labored assidu
ously for hnilding np and improving the coun
try, having amassed a goodly holding and dem
onstrated that he is a man of ability and worth,
who nm\" is entitled to and generously receives
the confidence and esteem of his fellows.

John C Cole was born in 'Washington
countv, Virginia. on May 18, 1858, the son of
Andr~w and Polly (James) Cole, who are
mentioned elsewhere in this work. He was ed
uoted in the pnblic schools and labored with his
father until twenty years of age. In 1878, .he
came to Douglas county, Oregon, thence to
\Valla Walla, and later on through the Palouse
country and to Lincoln connty as mentioned
above.

In 1889. ;\1r. Cole married Miss Nellie A ..
daughter of John and Nancy Gross, and a na
tive of Smyth county, Virginia. In 1897, this
lady died and in 1900. Mr, Cole contracted a
second marriage, Miss Sophia Olson, a native of
Norway. becoming his bride on this occasion.
Mr. Cole has two children, Grover C, and
Norge L. The first one was one of the very
first white children born in \Viibur. In 1888
Mr. Cole made a trip to Virginia, then back to
Oregon, where he was married. M r. Cole has I

experienced! the trying path of the front'
d . . lersman

an among their other difficulties the h '
h d d h ., Y ave

a to en ure t e threatened attacks f h
Indians, under Chief Moses. He has mOt t e

h h · . h' e andovercome t ese t mgs m IS career with a
I· d' d I man-mess an WIS om t 1at have placed him bo
obstacles and hardships and is now a suba t ve
. I d . sant1a ,respecte man and patnotic citizen.

•••

SY~VANUS PAGE is a retired fanner
and gram buyer at Downs. He was born 0

March 21, 1854 in Columbia county, Wiscon~
sin, the son of Abram and Louisa (Van Dure)
Page, natives of Oswego, New York and
Michigan, respectively. The mother was of
French extraction and now lives at Odessa
this county. The father died in 1901, in Moh~
ler, Lincoln county. His father served in the
Revolution and came from a prominent family
in the colonies. Our subject has the following
brothers and sisters. Mrs. Maggie E. Cunning
ham, Mrs. Josephine 1. Kief, Mrs. Florence
Browning, Eugene, Mrs. Gertrude 1. Chollar,
deceased, and Frederick R. The early days of
Mr. Page were spent on the farm in Wisconsin
and the schools in that county furnished his
educational training. In 1878, the family
came west via San Francisco to Tacoma, Wash
ington. They located on a farm sixty miles
south of that city in the Chehalis valley and
gave themselves to working the soil. In the
spring of 1880. they came to Walla Walla and
in the fall of the same year made their location
in the Big Bend country, which waS one mIle
east from where Mohler now stands. The
country was very new then and there were ?nly
a few settlers in this vicinity. Walla Walla
was their supply point and each year they went
there to harvest to earn money for the neces
saries of life. Our subiect worked on the
Northern Pacific when it was built through

h· h meand thus secured money to improve IS 0

stead which he ha'd taken. Things were very
unfavorable for an easy life in those days, ill

. . Then afterfact the hardships were exceSSIve. d
' . f QA began ana start was gotten the pal1lc 0 I '-".J3 "

, b' then J"r.leave them much to endure; ut smce ' . Ily
. . bl d~p~aPage has succeeded admlra y an d ed. ht hun r
since 1897. . He now owns elg ad'oining
acres of chOIce wheat Janel, Just t J hape.
Downs, which is improved in a first c ass s
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The same is cropped to wheat each year and

b
' I'n handsome returns. In the fall of

rings , I d d dMr. Page rented hIS an an remove
:r~~kane. The n.ext .spring he ca.me back
to the farm. then bmlt hIS present residence m
Downs. which is a fine seven room structure

o\'ided with both hot and cold water and all
~;her conveniences. It is tastefully situated
in pleasant grounds an(~ surrounded by shade
trees and all convemences and bmldll1gs
needed. Mr. Page in addition to overseeing
his estate, buys "'heat for different concerns.
He also has charge of his road district which
is four townships.

On May 26. 1899, Mr. Page married Mrs.
Ira Cala\'an and to them two children have
been born, Gladys F. and Ruth Florence. By
her former husband. Mrs. Page has two child
ren. Lela M. and Veda E.

The fact that l\1r. Page came to this
wuntry \\'ithout means and has now gathered
such a large property is proof sufficient of his i
ability and his business methods. He has
shown himself a progressive and public minded
citizen and has clone much to build Lincoln
county to its present prosperous condition. He
is a man of influence and integrity and is re
spected by all who know him.

.. ..
, ,MILO COX is a prosperous farmer in' the

,"Icmlty of Hellgate, Lincoln countv. He was
oomin Iowa on May 13. r8S4, ~ing the son
o~ Zimro and Abigail (Stanley) Cox, natives
ot IndIana, That great educator of the Amer
Ican 'people, the public schools furnished the
tramll1g for our subject while in his native state
and then he took up farming beginning life's
work K ' . ,
I

111 ansas \\'here he remamed untIl 1886,
n that year h h' .tak' e came to IS present locatIon,

F mg government land where he now lives.
or nearly tl' t

h' \en y years Mr. Cox has gi\'en
nnself to th .

h' f e Illlprovement and cultivation of
IS arm a d h

in this n, now as one of the valua~le' places
man 'hPo.rtlon of the country. Mr. Cox is a
mak,ll 0 IS not thoroughly given over to money
min~n~ to ~uCh an extent that he neglects his
caref~l ut das

III all these years continued the
to be a r: 1I1g and resea:ch until he has come
literat oroughly well-mfotmed man on the

ure and III .
This h . . Iprotant questions of the day.

as instilled, b' . . .an am ItlOUS spmt and good

literary taste in his children and they, too, are
great readers of good literature.

In 1874, Mr. Cox married Miss Lydia,
daughter of Joseph L. and Phoebe (Haines)
Davis, natives of Ohio. Her father was a mer
chant in Opolis, Kansas. Mrs. Cox was born
in Indiana in 1857. Mrs. Cox has the follow
ing named brothers and sisters, Joshua, Mrs.
Julia Osborne, Mrs. John Camel, and Mrs.
Clara Frazer. To Mr. and Mrs. Cox four chil
dren have been born, Mrs. Lucy Campbell,
Mrs. Luella Wolf, Blanche and Charles, all
literary people. Mr. Cox is a good strong Re
publican, and takes a keen interest in the cam
paigns. Besides doing general farming, he
has between two and three thousand fruit trees
and has developed his place in excellent shape.

• ••

JOHN E. JOH~SON, A sixteen years'
residence in the precincts of Lincoln county en
titles Mr. Johnson to be classed as one of the
pioneers o'f this region. Possessed of those
staunch' characteristics which go to make up
the real pioneer, 1\1r. Johnson has demonstrated
his ability to cope successfully with the issue
and resources of the Big Bend country. He
now has four hundred and. eighty acres of land
lying about six miles north from Vv'ilbur and
it is the family home. The estate IS one of
O'reat value and is well improved and handled
in a very becoming manner. In addition to
operating this farm, Mr. Johnson also gives
attention to handling a steam thresher, dunng
the fall months of the year. He owns the out
fit and does excellent work.

John E. Johnson was born in Freeborn
county, Minnesota. on September, r 3. 1867.
His parents were Engle and Martha (Johnson)
Johnson. natil'es of ~on\'ay. The father came
to vVisconsin in 1860 and the next year enlisted
in the Fifteenth \Visconsin Infantry, as a drum
mer boy and served through the entire war, be
ing engaged in some of the heaviest battles.
He settled in Minnesota in 1866, where our sub
ject was born and later when the latter was ten
years old, the entire family moved to Iowa, and
in that state John E., was educated. He came to
Lincoln county with his father in 'r887, and set
tled on a homestead and has since added to it
a half section by purchase.

In 1899 Mr. Johnson married Miss Marie,
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daughter of H. C. and Rachel (Richardson)
Anderson, natives of Norway. The father was
a wealthy grain buyer of the Big Bend country.
To Mr. and Mrs. Johnson, three children have
been born, Ruth M., Raymond E. and Le
royW.

• ••

JOSEPH SARASIN is a fanner residing
five miles north of Davenport. He was born
in St. Johns. Canada, January 16, 1850, the
son of Levi Sarasin, also of Canadian nativity
a.nd French descent, and Mary (David) Sara
sm.

He was the third in age of a family of thir
teen children, and grew to manhood on a farm.
In 1868 he came to the United States, remain
ing for a time. respectively. in New York,
Michigan and Minnesota. He worked on the
construction of the eastern terminus of the
Northern Pacific railroad. and came west to

. Virginia City, Nevada, in 1873. Here he
was employed in the mines mitil he came to
Cali fornia the year following. In the latter
state he worked for five years in the employ of
F. A. Hihn, and in 1879 he came to Walla
\Valla from San Francisco by way of Portland
and the Columbia river. He located on his
present farm in the month of June, 1879, and
was among the <first settlers of the Big Bend.
He came to the country with limited means. and
embarked at once upon the business of tilling
the soil and raising stock with such eminent
success that he now owns an excellent grain
and stock farm consisting of four hundred and
eighty acres, a section of timber land on the
Spokane river, and stock and cattle to an extent
which places him on the list of Lincoln county's
wealthy men.

In 1902 Mr. Sarasin took an extended trip
back to his old home and other eastern points,
to return to his adopted county with the firm
conviction that this is the most desirable section
on the American continent.

•••

GEORGE SMELCER, whose death oc
curred July I, 1900, came west from St. Joe.
Missouri. in the spring of 1882, bought railroad
land and took up the homestead comprising

. the present well-improved land owned by his
widow about nine miles northeast of Mondovi.

Born in Indiana, January I. 183' h
age of fifteen migrated to Black Ha~\"k e at the
I h . COunt)·
owa, were he met Lucmda :t\Glen to h '

. • \I' om
he was marned. December 16 18-9 'I
S I b · G . J. ,1[5

me cer was om m reene count)' I d' .
8 ' n lana

May 11, 1 45· At the age of sel'en sh .
. diS e ac-compame ler parents, angford A. and Eliza.

beth (Taylor) Nolen. to Illinois. where her
father died. Later she and her mother re
moved to Iowa, where she was married.

In I86~ Mr..and Mrs. Smelcer removed to
St. .Joe, ~lssoun. ma~l11g this city their home
untIl their departu:e In 1882 to the unsettled
west. Though a mIller by trade. having owned
and run a flour mill in Missouri for fiiteen
years. Mr. Smelcer at once set about improrin.
his land with most excellent results. as is a~
tested by the comfortable home. fine grain land,
and prolific orchard of his widow's heritage.

To Mr. and Mrs. Smelcer were born ei.ht
children: Mary E .. wife of James Pilent°oi
Deerpark; William R., married to Mary Glads
of Spokane; Clara A.,wife of T. T. Castle.oi
St. Joe, Missouri: Birdie A.. wife of H. L.
Williams. of Republic; George V.. married 10

Amanda Dresser. of Deerpark; Sang-ford .-\1·
len, married to Metta I. McClain, of Modovi;
James Nestor and Chester Arthur. both of
Mondovi. They are grandparents of IIrent'·
two children.

Mr. Smelcer was a hard working man.
enjoying the esteem of all who knell' him. iairly
well educated with an active interest in edura-,
tionaI matters and servinO' at one time as school, "
clerk for a period of twelve years. He ."'a~ a
good, upright man. In his church affihallOnS
he was a Lutheran, to which faith his Il'1do\\
also subscribes.

• ••

JOSEPH THORNBRUE. who died at
his home near Mondovi. Tune 23. 1902. Iras one

. . L' oln
of the best known pioneers. not only at nK

h' harJl1gcou.nty. ?ut of the st~te of Was mgton. With
arnved 111 the state 111 the fall of J879·. h'
his wife and family he crossed the plains )

K to -\Imota.wagon from Osage county. ansas. . . h
on the Snake river. \Vashington. and durll1g t e

f h · rIl'al camespring following the fall 0 t elr ar. eek,
to Lincoln county, settling first on Spn;g C~ey
north of where Reardan now stand

k
· and al

were the first white settlers on the cree. tn'. - the COUll 'J'
most the first in that section 01
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Th rnbrue took a homestead here, upon
~Ir. ° . '1 N b 8. . h the familv hved untl ovem er, I 92 ,
whlc - h f h.h they purchased the present orne ate
\I en b h' d I'family, where ~1r. Thorn rue spent IS ec m-

ina years.oJ seph Thornbrue was born December 10,

8 °l'n Coles countv. Illinois. He received a
134, -. 1 dlcomIllon school educatIOn, earne t le carpen-
ter's trade, and at an early age removed to
Bremer county. Iowa. He was the son of
Asahe1 and Rebecca Thornbrue, both of Penn
srll"ania German descent. He. was marned
June 30, 1853, to Julia A. McCam, a natlv~ of
Indiana born March 15, 1834, who at the time
of her' marriage was a resident of Bremer
COueltV. Nine children blessed this union, seven
of \I:hom survive the father, as does Mrs.
Thornbrue. Her parents were Delana and
Micha (Choat) McCain. Her grandfathers'
James McCain and Samuel Choat, saw service
respectively in the Revolution and the \V"ar of
1812.

.-\fter their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Thorn
brue removed to Jefferson county, Kansas. and
from Jefferson county to Osage county, this
being their final move before embarking upon
their journey across the plains.

The subject of our sketch enlisted October
16. 1864, in the Fifteenth Iowa regular infan
try. and throughout his service was in the army
under command of General \"1. T. Sherman.
and Il"ith that great soldier participated in the
battle of Savannah, the famous march to the
sea,. and the grand review at Washington, D.
C, Immediately after, the war; he was mustered
out at Davenport. Iowa. .

The children of whom Mr. and Mrs. Thorn
brue have been parents are: Elijah H.; John
D.: Charles A.: Mrs. Emma Stinsman: Mrs.
Addie Young: Mrs. Anna Stanley who died
A '1 'Ern 3, 1903; Joseph N.; and George A.

IJah H. IS now in Los Angeles California'
Chari f C "es 0 reston, Mrs. Stinsman and the
two la t . 'Y s mentIoned, of Springdale, and Mrs.

P
oung IS the wife of a Methodist minister of
ortland 0 Md ' regan. rs. Thornbrue has been

gran mother of thirty-two grandchildren twen-
tY·nlne of 'h I' . '. h \I am are Ivmg; and great-grand-
mot er of one.

~Ir Thornl .
h .' Jrue was a thorough pIOneer
aVlng been bo '

his 1'f m and reared, and having lived
I e upon the frontier. He was well used to

the trials and hardships, as well as the joys, of
the pathfinder and plainsman.

He was a member of W. H. Bently post,
G. A. R., of Reardan, and a lifelong and faith
ful member of the Methodist Episcopal church.
Mrs. Thornbrue also has been a member of
this church since girlhood.

The home of the family comprises one hun
dred and sixty acres of good agricultural land,
well improved, well watered, and furnished
with neat and modern buildings, choice or
chard, etc. It is one of the most desirable
farms in the Big Bend.

•••

JOHN L. TRIPP has just completed a
magnificent livery barn, the largest in Daven
port. It was built on the site of his former
barn. which had been destroyed by fire in the
summer of 1903. It is a fine structure and a

. strictly up to date livery. Mr. Tripp is an
experienced hand at the business and enjoys
an excellent patronage and makes a specialty
as well to buy and sell horses. He owns a
large farm some five miles from town and raises
a great many high grade horses.

John L. Tripp was born in Barry county,
Michigan, on October 8, 1853, the son of
Chester C. and Harriett (Wilkinson) Tripp,
natives of New Yark. They came to Michigan
in 1853 and there remained until the time of
their death. They were the parents of eight
children, Elphina, Oscar, Adelbert. Amby,
John L.. Ivan, Anna, and Cortize. Our sub
ject received his educational training during
the first fifteen years of his life and then as
sumed the responsibilities for himself and be
gan working on a farm. He continued this
until twenty, then bought land and went to
farming for himself. In 1882 he came to
\11!ashington and followed logging .for a year.
After that he settled in Lincoln county, taking
up a homestead which he has operated since.
In 1885 Mr. Tripp came to Davenport and
took charge of the livery barn. He sold it later
and built a barn for himself. Part of the time
he has devoted to this in person and part of
the time it has been rented, until it burned as
stated above. The new barn is a very fine
structure and is receiving its full share of
patronage.
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In 1896 Mr. Tripp married Lyddie M.

Eichelberger, the widow of Fred E. She was
born in Iowa and came to Washington in 1892.
By her former husband, Mrs. Tripp has three
children, Leroy, Fred, and Arthur. Mr. Tripp
is a stanch Democrat and active in political
matters.

He is a member of the W. W. and the R. A.
Mrs. Tripp is a member of the Women of
Woodcraft and the R. A. She also belongs to

'the Presbyterian church.
Mr. and Mrs. Tripp have one child, Elphina

G., born August 13, 1903.

••• •

JOHN F. CAGLE, who resides at Earl
postoffice, has been postmaster there for twelve
years. ,He is one of the pioneers of this
country and has made an excellent record in
his labors here since the days when settlers
were scarce and the prairies were the abode
of the coyotes. He was born in Benton county,
Tennessee, on February 22, 1853, the son of
John H. and Frances J. Cagle, natives of South
and North Carolina. respectively. The father
was a millwright and moved to Massac county,
Illinois and there remained until his death in
1899, being then aged sixty-five. He was the
oldest of a familv of ten children. whose
names follow, John H., Henry, William,
George, Leonard. Charles M., Thomas B.,
David H., Delila, Sallie, and Mary. The last
three are deceased. The mother of our sub
ject is now living in Massac county aged
seventy-seven. John F. is the eldest of seven
children, James A., William]., Jackson, lVII'S.
Sarah J. Young, Mrs. Tennessee B. Aaron, and
Mrs. Lizzie Warwick. Our subject was nine
when the family went to Massac county and
there he gained his education. Later he went
back to Tennessee, then, moved to Arkansas,
and when .twenty-one journeyed to Missouri.
In Cedar county, of that state, on December 9,
1875, he married Miss Flora, the daughter of
Miles and Martha (Hardesty) McMillen, and
a native of Gentry county, Missouri. The
father served all through the Civil \"1ar and
died in Lincoln county, on March 12, 1891.
The mother died on January 4, 1902. Mrs.
Cagle has the following named brothers and
sisters, Mena c., Mrs. Eva Simmons, deceased.
Charles E., and George A. After marriage;

Mr. Cagle removed to Arkansas a .
later returned to Missouri. Mrs. Cgalr and
been employed in teaching school pI' ag e had
h .. "1" eVJOUs toer marnage m 1\ Issoun. In 1883 ",f C
fi --' d . , . mr, aale
tku out teams an With hiS ,,'i fe a d hb

h'ld ' n t reec I ren started west accompanied bv hI's "f'
I Th . • "Ies

peop e. ey mtended to go to Kelr 'I '
b ', .1 eXICO

ut owmg to vanous reasons changed th '
· d d' d elr

~m s an Journeye to the .Big Bend COuntrv
Il1stead. It was a good chOIce and the res I'
h h d'd II F' lltss ow t ey 1 we. Ive months were C _

sumed in this trip but in due time thev reac~~
their destination and Mr. Cagle sel~ted the
plac~ where he now lives and filed a homestead
m November, 1883. Few settlers were here
then and it required no small amount of deter
mination to take a family into the wilds, Ther
were all brave, though, and went to work with
a will, which has resulted in a success to be
envied, Mr, Cagle has added to his lands
until he now has fifteen hundred and tlrelltl'
acres, five hundred of which produce Irheit
and the balance is used for pasture. :\11 im
provements necessary to carryon the farm
successfull v and make it comfortable and-attractive have been added, and Mr. Cagle
intends to make this his home for life. He also
has a goodly number of stock and is wealth.
Six children have been born to bless the home
of Mr. Cagle, named as follows; Laura D.,
wife of William Hildreth, of Hillyard. \rash
ington; Luman A., attending the normal at
Cheney; \\Talter J. ; Annie J '. and Lester. ~!r.
Cagle and his wife are members of the Church
of Christ. During the hard times of 1893 and
proximate years, Mr. Cagle spent considerable
time in prospecting in Stevens county. thiS
state, and has some very promising properties
in the Cedar Canyon district. Of late years
he has taken up special studies and is parmg
close attention now to phrenology, magnetls~
and hypnotism, as well as to other of the OCCll t

•SCIences. .. ..
MADS PETERSON is a prosperous

, . '1 rth from \1·farmer dwelling about SIX ml es no .
· H bo' D k on May 21.mIra e was rn Il1 enmar, . .

• 1 born m
1854. His father, Peter Peterson, "as

, ' "and mason
Denmark and followed carpentenn". th wan
work all- his life. He also serve~ 111 1~810
between Denmark and Germany trom Peter
1850. The mother, Ellen M. (Dater)



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY. 5°.~

-
born and raised in Denmark. Our

son, was well educated in the public schools
b'eet was .

51; Jhis native land then began workmg. for
o At the a<>'e of twenty-one, he enltsteJ
~raghesD' ~ish arm; and served eighteen months.
lOtea. d k
In 1883 he came to Amenca a~ went to wor
. al mine in Pennsylvama, where he re-
10 a co

. ed one year The next year he came tomaIO '. .
M lana and while trave1mg there met a very
st~~ge looking mal) who had exceedingly
long hair and beard. A fter some .acquamtance
'"tll him they went to prospectmg ·together.

\\1 ,. h . d
For two or three years t ey were associate
more or. Jess together, and he learned that this
man was well educated and influential and had
left a fine home in New York to dwell in the
\rilds of Montana. He abode in the wildest
spots he could find in Montana until his death,
and was known throughout the state as the
\rild man of Montana. He used to live entirely
on game that he killed and avoided all human
beings.

In 1886, Mr. Paterson came to his present
location and took a homestead. He has re
mained here since, one of the prosperous and in
dustrious farmers. Mr. Peterson mastered the
English language and speaks, writes, and reads
it well and is a well informed man. He is a
brother of Jens Peterson, who is represented in
the departments of illustration and biography
of this work. .

•••

JENS PETERSON is one of the respected
and substantial cit.izens of Lincoln county. His
resIdence IS on hIS estate about seven miles
north from Almira and the property with which
he IS surrounded at the present time has been
amassed by his industry and thrift. He owns
an. estate of four hundred and eighty acres
which has been brought to be one of the model
farms' \" I' .
. In 'vas 1ll1gton. All conveniences and
Improvements that could be sought for on the
farm are pro\"ided of the best and the land is
made to prodnce abundant crops of cereals. Mr.
~.:terson has not only accomplished much by

b labors but has succeeded in stimulating
others on the road to progress.
No!ene Peterson was. born in Denmark, on
Ell ember 14. 185I, bemg the son of Peter and

en (Mogenson) Peterson natives of Den-
mark Th f h '
b . e at er was a carpenter and mason
)' trad de an served three years in the war be-

tween Germany and Denmark. They were a
prominent and well to do family in their na
tive country. Jens was educated in the public
schools of Denmark. then \"orked for wages
until 1872, when he came to America. He
wrought in New York and in Boston until 1876
when he came on to San Francisco. It was
1883, when he selected his present location in
Lincoln county and took a homestead, a pre
emption and a timber culture claim. He has
bought and sold land since. His estate is com
posed of \'ery fertile land, there being no waste,
and is very valuable. Mr. Peterson has two
brothers, Mads and John.

In 1889, Mr. Peterson married Miss Kjer
sen Lauridsen, who died in 1898. To this union
one child was born, Elmer, now aged nine.

In 1899, Mr. Peterson married Miss Mar
ien. daughter of Ole and Annie M. (Lauren
sen) Olsen, nati \'es of Denmark and well to do
farmers. Mrs. Peterson \\"as born in Denmark
near the birthplace of our subject on May 16,
1871.

Mr. Peterson started in America with no
capital and throngh his labors has become a
wealthy man. He has mastered the English
language in all its details and intricacies and is
able to read and w'rite it fluently. He has
many admiring friends and is a very influeqtial
man in his communitv.-

• ••

SQUIRE B. LA?"DRETH. This pioueer.
plainsman, miner. prospector, Indian fighter.
and lastly, farmer, was born in Ashe county,
North Carolina, November I, 1835. He was
the son of Benj'lmin and Temperance (Law
rence) Landreth, both nati\"es of North Car
olina. and both deceased. As a child Mr.
Landreth was taken by his parents to Keokuk
county, Iowa. ,,"here he remained until the
spring of 1853 when he joined an emigrant
company bound for the far west, and with it
crossed the plains with an ox team direct to
Portland. Oregon. From this point he went to
Yreka, Caliiornia. and spent some time in the
newly discovered mines there. In 1855 he
C<lme to Albany, Oregon, and enlisted in the
army upon the outbreak of the bloody Cayuse
war, which continued through the years 1855
1856. He was a participant in many battles
with the Indians, both in eastern Oregon and
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in Yakima county, 'Washington encumbent
upon the western Indian fighter. During his
service he participated in the hanging of an
Indian who had taken part in the massacre of
Dr. \\Thitman and party at "'"alla \N"alla.

After being mustered out of service at
Portland. Mr. Landreth returned to the mines
in northern California. where he remained until
1859, \vhen he came to Fairfield, Oregon. and
opened a general merchandise store. In 1861 he
\I'as \I'ith the party of t\venty-nine miners who
discovered the famous Elk City mines. During
the succeeding fourteen months he followed
prospecting on the Salmon ri\'er and in the
vicini tv of Florence and in other placer dis
tricts. - Returning again to Portland he went
from there to Vancouver, \;Vashington, and
while there \vas married, JulJ 4. 1864. to
Lizzie E, :'I'1artin. a nati\'e of :'I1issouri. \\'ho
crossed the plains in 1862, Engaging in the
butchering business in Portland. he followed
that vocation for some years and then \I'ent to-a farm near Olympia, He remained thus en-
gaged until 1868 \I'hen he came to the Big
Bend cot1l1trv and filed a homestead on his-present home north of and near the town of
Reardan. His farm is an excellent one con
sisting of one hundrecl and sixty acres, all now
under cultivation and impro\'ed in the most
modern and up-to-date style.

July 1<), 1895, :\Irs. Landreth died. She
is sun-ived by her husband. and five grown
children: Hemy. married to Lulu Galland;-'William. married to LOI-ia Emily; Augusta.
wife of \N". B. \N"arren; :\t1itta. \\·ife of Russel
Shepherd. and Ella, now Mrs. C. B. Carsten.

1\'11'. Landreth is a charter member of the
Reardan Lodge, Number, 84, 1. O. O. F.

• ••
OLAUS MARTINSON is to be numbered

with the successful and prosperous farmers of
Lincoln county. He resides about seven miles
from Wilbur where his estate lies and which
consists of one-half section of land mostly used
for growing wheat. The place is well im
proved. being supplied with fences, buildings
and so forth.

Olaus :Martinson was born in ~orway on
~oYel1lber 7. 1841. coming from the stock
which first discovered the new world. His
parents lI'ere ).'Iartha and G evea (Knutson)
Olson, natives of Norway. The common

schools of his native land furnished our b'
I . d . I .. su Jeet
liS e ucatlOna tramlllg and he remain I '
Nor~va~ until. 1866, when he emigrated to~Yi~~
c{)l1sm III which state he operated as a bl' k
'hf' ac-smlt or some tIme. In 1871 Mr U t'" ,. iVlar 111-

son bought a farm III Wisconsin and there lil'ed
for twe~ty-two years. It was III IS9J. when he
made, hiS way to the western country where
after due search and investigation he settled 0

the place he now occupies as mentioned abol';:
,Smce then he has labored assiduously for the
upbuddmg of thiS sectIOn, giving his attention
to securing for himself an actual competence,
He has \von the esteem and confidence of all
who know him.

In 1880 Mr. Martinson married Miss Dor,
othy Knutson, a native of Norway, and to them
three children have been born; Albert, Tilda
and Emma.

•••

PETER ~. TRAMM now resides about
!lvo miles east of Reardan on an estate of two
hundred and forty acres, He is one of the
younger men of the Big Bend country and has
become thoroughly convinced that it is one
of the best. places he has ever seen to make
a home, On t \\'0 different occasions. ~Ir.

Tramm went to California to invest in land and
make his home there but each time he retumed
to Lincoln county and is now content to re,
main here in the best country.

Peter N. Tramm was born about ihirtv
miles north from Milwaukee. on August 23,
1870. His parents, Peter and Mary T~aml1l.
were pioneers of Port Washington, \V Iscon
sin, and also of Lincoln county, Washmgton,
They are mentioned in another portion of th's
work. Our subject was educated in the com
mon schools of \Visconsin. "\Then fourteen he
came with his father 'and the balance of the
family to Lincoln county. He was en~ployed
on the farm with his father and in asslstmg the
farmers round about until he arrived at IllS

majority. In 1898 he settled on his own facl11
and since that time has given his attenllon to
, . H' relar~vtheItS improvement. IS crops a b - ,

. k H is farm'scereals and he raises some stoc . , d
1 d 11'111 •well improved' with good barn, arc lar .

, 'd The es·mill and a tast), five-room resI ence, J •

d bundant \,tate is fine wheat land and pro uces a ,'d
T marne

In the fall of 1898 Mr. ra111111 Oh'f of 10.Miss Gertrude Buckman, a na I\'e
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f tiler John Buckman, was also a native
Her a , h" H. h Buckeye State and a mac mist. e came
01 t e . I d' d d 'W shington m ear y ays an engage m
t°ock a 'sl'ng He met his death while workingst ·ral· ,.'

threshing machme 111 this county. The
on taher Margaret Buckman, died at the birth
010, T'hof Mrs, Tramm. Mrs. ramm IS t e youngest
of five children and has one sister, Mrs. Fred
Garber. Mr. Tramm is a member of the Odd
F Hows and his wife belongs to the Rebekahs.
T~ ey both are staunch members of the Lu
th;ran church and are. highly r.espected citi
zens. To them four children have been born,
Harry, Thelma, Ward, and Lois.

•••

LUTHER A. STIMSON, who owns and
oper<ltes the Stimson ferry across the Columbia
north from Davenport. was born in Ontario
county, New York, on November 30, 1832, the
son of Daniel and Harriett (Beckwith) Stim
son. The parents were natives of New York
also. At seven years of age, our subject was
left an orphan and was then taken by his uncle
Harrison Stimson, to Ohio with whom he
dwelt for seven years and .worked on the farm.
He gained what schooling there was to be had
in that frontier region and at the age of four
teen was apprenticed to a millwright in Kala
mazoo. He learned the trade thoroughly by
the time he had arrived at manhood's estate.
In 1860, Mr. Stimson journeyed west to Dick
inson county, Iowa, and at that time cast his
first vote for Abraham Lincoln for president.
Thirteen years later, he went to \Vyoming
where he made his home for three years. After
that, he went west and settled in the southeast
ern part of Vvashington territory in what is
now Asotin county, it being then a part of
Columbia county. He wrought at his trade
unlll he had secured sufficient capital to war
rant hirn building a mill for himsel f. The
plant was located at Asotin, \Vashington and
Mr. Sllrnson was very successful in this ven
~lre. Later, he disposed of this property and
t:l1t a. flour mill at Alpowa creek, Washin!S-

n, which he managed successfully for SIX
\~:rs. ~hen he traded this property for the
, . wawal ferry property in Whitman county
'vash'gt T" ,

. III on. hiS was operated successfully I
un~l 1Bw, when he sold out the entire business
an came to Lincoln county. He established I
SOOn ft . 'a er commg here, the Stimson ferry, and

has erected all other improvenlents and build
ings necessary for the successful operation of
a first class ferry. He does a good business
and entertains travel as well.

On November 4, 1856, Mr. Stimson mar
ried Miss Betsey M. Lamb and to them the fol
lowing children have been born, Frank, EI
mer, Harriett, Carrie, Ida, ?vlary, Effie, Luther
C, and Nellie. In 1898, iVlr. Stimson was
called to mourn the death of his beloved wife
who had borne him nine children.

In April, r899, he contracted a second mar
riage, Mrs. Anna Thornburg then becoming
his wife. Mr. Stimson'S home is pleasantly
located on the banks of the beautiful Columbia.
It is an ideal spot. Here in the golden period
of his well spent and useful life, he enjoys the
present, while the reminiscent past gives him a
picture of a life well lived and duties done.

••••

BRIDGET SULLIVAX is one of the well
known people of Davenport. She is a woman
whose labors and business career have stamped
her as possessed of ability and sound business
integrity. She has overcome the hardships of
life with a display of excellent fortitude and'
stability. Mrs. Sullivan was born in Kilkenny,
Ireland, in June, 1829, being the only child of
James and Mary (Torbin) Corken. nati\'es of
Ireland, where they remained until their death.
When she was a child of twelve ,years. she
journeyed from Ireland to Buffalo. New York,
without companions. She made this journey
for the purpose of coming to an aunt wl~o lived
in this country and with her she lived until
nineteen years of age. Thence Miss Corken
went to St. Joseph, Missouri, where she mar
Michael Sullivan, the nuptials occurring in
1860. They moved to Kansas and there farmed
until Mr. Sullivan's death in 1884. She con
tinued to handle the farm for four years, then
journeyed with her children to Davenport,
Washington. For two years, she was occu
pied in keeping a hotel here. then took a home
stead. which she sold to her son. Immediately
following that, she went to Yakima and re
mained there nine months, returning then to
Davenport. Since then she has been living
with her daughter Molley and together they are
operating dressmaking ,parlors and a hotel. Mrs.
Sullivan owns property in Davenport and is
one of the highly respected citizens. She is
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the mother of seven children, Thomas, in Mon
tana; Molley, living "'ith her mother; James
and Michael, t\\'ins, and farmers on Bachelor
Prairie; Bridget, \vife of D. N. Keeney, a
jeweler in Yakima; Richard and Daniel, twins,
the former in Yakima and the latter in Paha.
Mrs. Sullivan is a meinber of the Catholic
church.

••••

WILLL\.M BRINK, engaged in the liYery
and stock business in Da\'enport, Lil1coln coun
ty, was born in McDonald county, I1linois. in
December, 1865. His parents were Thomas
and Mary R. (Bolon) Brink, the father a na
tive of I1linois. the mother of -Ohio. Thev

•
first settled in Illinois and later moved to Iowa.
and came to \Vashington in 1880, locating in
Lincoln county, where they died. They were
the parents of eleven children, eight of whom
sun-ive. The mother's brother, Andrew Bo
lon, \\'as an Indian agent, and was killed by the
savages near Vancouver.

Our subject received his education in Iowa.
and came with his parents to Lincoln county in
1880. There being no schools there during his
boyhood days he has received no other educa
tional advantages. L:ntil he was twenty years
of age he worked for his parents, and then en
gaged in the business of stage driving. In this
occupation he continued nine years, and then
began raising stock and farming. In 1898
Mr. Brink opened a livery stable which busi
ness he has since continued quite successfully.
He has the largest establishment of this kind
in the city. In early life he drove stage through
out the country, between Fort Spokane and
Conconully, Wilbur and Ruby City, Davenport.
and vVaten'ille and other points throughout
northern \Vashington. At present he has
twenty head of horses.

The political affiliations of M r. Brink are
with the Republican party, and he manifests
a lively interest in political issues. He is a
member of the 1. O. O. F., Davenport Lodge,
Ko. 44. 1"1r. Brink is a man well and fa\'or
ably known throughout eastern \Vashington,
and numbers a host of friends.

• ••

BELA O. GIBSON, one of the enterpris
ing business men of Davenport. is conducting
a bakery and also operating- a hotel. He was

•

born in Stewartsville, Missouri, on Februar.
16, 1860, the. son of O. H. P. and Mary Y
(Deatley) .GIbson, and are. mentioned cis!:

where ll1 thIS work. Our subject was educated
ll1 the country schools of Missouri and at th
age of twenty, started in life for himself. He
spent one year in the sawmilling business' e
California, then came to Washington in 188

1
1
n

He located 111 Cheney, where se\'en years were
spent, after whIch he "went to the Sound reo
maining there for two years. It was 1'891.
\vhen he came to Davenport and four years
thereafter, he was engaged variously, doing
considerable prospecting. in the course of which
he was one of the discoverers of the famous
Deer Trail mines in Stevens. county. In 1896,
M r. GIbson started m busmess for himseli. - ,
openmg a 'grocery store. For five years. he
continued this successfully, then added a bak.
ery and later, a hotel. He is meeting with the
deserved success in his enterprises and is one
of the substantial men of the city.

In February, 1895. Mr. Gibson was mar.
ried and one child, Bessie, was born to this
union. In 1900 occurred the second marriage
of 1\'1r. Gibson, Amanda J. Jockers, ana·
tive of Sedalia, Missouri, becoming his bride
at that time.

In political matters, Mr. Gibson is liberal
and has always taken an active interest in
county affairs. He is a member of the A. F.-and A. 1\1 .. and stands well in the commnnity.
Mrs. Gibson is a member of the Methodist
church.

•••

JOHN E. RL:SSELL. who resides just
east from Harrington, was born on October
7. 1865. in Lenawee county, Michigan. He
'\\'as educated there and raised on the farm. In
the fall of 1888 he arrived in Spokane and
began work for \~'ages on the Korthem Pacific.
Cpon landing in Spokane, Mr. Russel~ foun~
that he was possessed of two dollars m cas
and no other property except a good strong
appetite and willino-ness to work. He took
hold with his hands 'immediately and prospen,ty. .' tIe
beg-an to attend his efforts. After qUlttmg ,
railroad we find him engaged as engineer 10

. h he was
the electric plant at Sprague were t
occupied until r89~' In that year he "efi'ent a

, '. 1 t' r nerv
Montana and engaged 111 the e ec TIC 'dly
for Marcus Daly at Anaconda. He rapl
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" favor there and stood well with thegrew m . .
In the spring of 1897, much agamstcompany. . . ed h'

"" hes of his employers, he resign IS
the wlS . L' I

.' for the Imrpose of commg to mco n
POSitIOn

t to look after the land that he had pre-coun v .
. I" bollO"ht here. He put In a large crop\'IOUS \ b . S'

that spring and made a fine success of It. Ill~e
then he has every year farmed to whe~t ex-

. 1\' having twelve hundred and elghty-
tenSlve - ' d
eiuht acres planted to that crop. He owns an

" t s a combined harvester and steam-
opera e I" d
thresher, beside~ having the farm well supp Ie
with ordinary Implements. Mr. Russe.ll h~s
been. favored with unbounded Sl;lccess 111 hIS
labors here and when we consIder· that he
started with but a small amount of capital and
that now he OWI1S, unincumbered, two sectIOns
of land besides a great many thousands of dol
lars in cash with other property. we are enabled
to understand the telling way III which he has
labored. Mr. Russell has an elegant residence
of twelve rooms in the latest architectural de
sign and supplied with all th~ convenie~ces
known to rural residences. It IS situated 111 a
sightly position, tastefully surrounded wit.h
shade' trees and other things of beauty and lS
one of the best farm residences in the country.
He has other buildings necessary on the farm
and the whole estate shows marks of his thrift,
wisdom and energy.

In political and local matters. Mr. Russell
has always manifested a marked interest and is
one of the progressive and substantial men of
Eastern Vv'ashington.

•••

CHARLES F. ROBINSON is one of the
pioneers of this western country and for nearly
thirty years has labored in different sections to
Open up and build up the communities. He is
dwelling now about five miles northwest from
Ed\"all on a nic~ estate which he handles and
It IS becoming a first class and thriftv farm.

Charles F. Robinson was born in Henrv
Jounty, Iowa, on April 12, 1858, the son ;f
n~mes B. and Sarah (Ferguson) Robinson,
. hyes of Pennsylvania and Maryland, respect
~ely. The mother died, aged sixty-four, in
h ll1~ County, and the father is still living here,
aYll1g come to this section in 1883. He was a
~~o~~r III Henry county, Iowa, and is a veteran

e CIVIl war and served in Company K.

Twenty-fifth Iowa, for three years. Our sub
ject is one of twelve children, seven girls and
five boys. He was well educated in the com
mon schools of Iowa and remained with his
father until twenty-one years of age, laboring
on the farm, then he operated a farm for him
self one year and in 1879, came to Lonerock,
Oregon. He engaged in freighting between
The Dalles and Lonerock for some time. after
which he came to \Valla Walla in 1880. For
two years, he was engaged in farming there
and then journeyed to the Big Bend country.
He took a homestead where he now resides and
began grain raising. The country was new
and many hardships were here to be endured
but Mr. Robinson has gone steadily along,
overcoming every obstacle and winning success
each year. He is really numbered among the
real pioneers of Lincoln county.

At \Valla Walla, in 1882, occurred the mar
riage of Mr. Robinson and Jessie Hesseltine,
who died in 1884, having been the mother of
one child, Fred, \\'ho is also deceased. In the
spring of 1887 at Spokane, 1\11r. Robinson mar
ried Miss Harriet Reese, to which union. three
children have been born, Madison, Ida and
Henry. On June 24, 1892, Mr. Robinson was
called to mourn the death of his wife. On June
18, 1399. at Davenport, \-\Tashington, Mr. Rob
inson celebrated his third marriage, Mrs. Anna
Anderson becoming his wife on this occasion.
To them ha\'e been born three children. Or
rin, Minnie and John. The last two are twins.
By her former marriage. Mrs. Robinson has
one child, Ray, Mr. Robinson is a member of
the M. \-\T. A. He has always taken an active

•
interest in educational matters and is a man
who thoroughly appreciates and understands
the resources and advantages of this excellent
country. The success he has won is the due
reward of his labors and skill put forth. Mr.
Robinson is counted one of the substantial citi
zens of this section.

•••

F. H. SPRI:t\GER was born in Dyersville,
Iowa, on July 5. 1872, the son of Fred and
Bertha (Schoch) Springer, native~ of Ger
many. The parents came to this country in
early days and settled on a farm in the east. In
1889, the father brought his family to Lincoln
county and continued in the work of farming.
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He remained here until his death in 1901. The
mother is still living in this section. Our sub
j ect has the following brothers and sisters, Au

.,gust G., Mrs. Anna McKay, Mrs. Lucy Deven-
ish and Mary. The public schools of Iowa and
Lincoln county furnished the educational train
ing of our subject. after which he continued
wi th his father on the farm until he was twen
ty-four years of age. Then he began farming
for himself and continued steadily at the busi
ness until the present time.

In November, 19°1, at Spokane, Mr.
Springer married Miss Violet Riley, whose
parents were pioneers of the Big Bend country
and now live in Moscow. Mrs. Springer is a
member of the Catholic church and Mr. Sprin
ger is an adherent of the same denomination.

In political matters, Mr. Springer takes a
liv·ely interest and has always labored steadily
for the advancement of the country. He is

. known as a good substantial man and one of
the prosperous farn1ers in this section.

•••

JACOB J. BARTHOLOMEW is one of
the best known men of the whole Big Bend
country. He has been actively engaged here
for nearly thirty years and has always manifest
ed in his career that spirit of enterprise. pro
gress and uprightness which characterize the
true man and the real pioneer. At the present
time Me Bartholomew is lh'ing about three
miles east from Reardan on an estate which he
secured partly by purchase and partly by tim
ber culture right.

J. J. Bartholomew was born in Springfield.
I1linois, in June, 1860. the son of Morrison and
Elizabeth (Phelps) Bartholomew, natives of
Ohio and Grant county, Wisconsin. respect
ively. They were married in \Visconsin in
1854. The father was engaged in the tannery
and labored in a manufactory at Galena. Illi
nois, which at that time was the largest in the
United States. In 1868, he sold his interests
and settled at Yankton, Dakota, engaging in
banking and sawmilIing. In the spring of
1875. he came to Milton, Oregon. and went
into the hotel business. In 1879, they moved
to Medical Lake. \Vashington, where he died
in 1899. The mother also died there at the
home place. Our subject received his educa
tion in Yankton and was with his father in busi-

ness and in his journeys until he came west t
Oregon, which journey was made by team a
~he old emigrant road. From Milton Our sl,l~~
Ject started to Mon~ana and when he arrived
where Spokane now IS, he was taken sick whi h
detained him sometime and he then engaged c
freighting for the government, from Wal;~
\Valla to Forts Sherman, Colville, Spokane and
other points. For four years, he was engaged
thus and then he embarked in the implement
business, the firm being known as Russell &
Company. They did business in Portland and
throughout the northwest, then he was asso
ciated with Dodd & Company in the same busi
ness in the Inland Empire for nine years. About
1893, Mr. Bartholomew took up a timber cul
ture claim where he now lives and gave his at
tention to stock raising and grain farming. In
Spokane county, in May. 1880, Mr. Bartholo
mew married Miss Maggie Hamilton. a native
of Kentucky. To this union six children have
been born. Bert, Gertrude. Elnora, Edith, Fran
ces and Jacob. On May 26, 1900, Mr. Barthol
omew was called to mourn the death of his be
loved wife.

Fraternally. Me Bartholomew is associa
ted with the \V. W., and is prominent in those
circles. He has ever taken a keen interest in
educational progress and in the real upbuilding
of the country and is firmly convinced that the
Big Bend country is the finest portion of the
state of Washington. In addition to his farm
ing interests. Mr. Bartholomew operates a
threshing outfit. It is interesting to note that
he was one of the first assessors in the Big
Bend country and in 1877, he was appointed
sheriff of Spokane county which took in almost
the entire country now embraced in Douglas,
Lincoln and Adams counties.... •._-
. BENJAMIN F. NAIL. About six miles
north from Edwall li'es a very choice estate .of
nearly one section. It is finely improved With
g-ood residence barns and 'other bUlldmg-s.
fences and so f~rth., The same is owned by the
g-entleman whose name initiates this article and
has been g-ained through hi s own personal !a
bors and thrift, as he came to this country v~lth
very limited means. During the winter time
of each year Mr. Nail resides at Medical Lake.

, h merwhere he has a fine dwelling. T e sum
seasons are spent upon the farm.
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Benjamin F. Nail was born in Fulton coun
t , Arkansas, on May I, 1869, the son of An
Irell" J. and Eliza (Brown) N all, nabves of
Mississippi and now deceased. The father died

-hen our subject was one year old and he early
;~rned the responsibilities of life. He was the
youngest of the. family of ei/?ht children, five
boys and three gIrlS and re.mamed at home un
til e1e\'en years of age. HIs education was ac
quired in the common schools and some fe.w
years after startmg for himself, we find hIm 111

Texas, then he journeyed to Arkansas. and in
1888 came to Adams county, \Vashington. One
year later, he was in Spokane and there re
;nained until 1897, when he secured the estate
in Lincoln county mentioned above. Since that
time he has given his attention to overseeing
the farm and also to other business.

On December 25, 1894, in Spokane, Wash
ington, Mr. I\ail married Miss Eunice Zech, a
native of Michigan. She came to \Vashington
with her parents when a child. To Mr. and
Mrs. ?\ail, two children have been born, Floyd
and Lela.

;VIr. Nail is a thrifty and progressive man
and a citizen who always takes an interest in
the affairs of the community and the welfare
of the county.

•••

WILLIAM S. FRY is one of the younger
men of Lincoln county and is known as a pro
gressive and patriotic citizen. He was born
on June 16. r873, being the son of \Villiam and
Louis 1. (Brown) Fry. The mother was a
native of Massachusetts and was married in
Binghampton, California, in I87!. The father
was a native of Seneca county, Ohio, and there
received a good college education. He taught
school two years in Ohio then went to Cali for
nia in 1860, going around Cape Horn. He con
tlllUed the work of the teacher there and finally
took land in Salina county. He was on the
board of education for years in his section and
also devoted considerable time to teaching. He
IS the pOSSessor of a life diploma from the state
o! C r! .. a 1 orma. They are members of the Meth-
OdISt church and Mr. Fry has been active in
Sunday school work as superintendent for over
~wentY-.five years. They were the parents of
t~ur chIldren, Rollin H., Ralph E .. William S..

e subject of this sketch and Clara 1. The
p1rents are still living" on a fine fmit :I~d stock

ranch in Almira, California, being highly re
spected and prominent people. Our subject
received a good education in California, com
pleting the same with a college course. .-\fter
leaving school, he worked for his father for
two years then went to Mendocino county and
worked in the mill. In 1896, on October 6,
Mr. Fry married Miss Carrie Carter, a native
of California. After that they came to Lin
coln county and bought a quarter section which
has been their home since. The same is well
improved, with buildings, orchard, fences and
so forth, and has been made a valuable place
through the labors of Mr. Fry. Two children
have been born to his household, \Vinifred and
Ruth. Mr. and Mrs. Fry are very active in the
advancement -and interest of education an~

school facilities. Mr. Fry takes an active in
terest in political matters and is a progressive
and wide-awake man. He is a member of the
L O. O. F., and an enthusiastic admirer of the
resourceful country of the Big Bend.

• ••

HENRY B. CARSTENS was born in
Germany on February 24, 1870. His parents.
Peter and Anna Carstens, are now living at
829 ~ettie Avenue, in Spokane. They are na
tives of Germany and came to the United
States about r870' locating twelve miles from
Albany, New York. Later, they journeyed
west to Iowa where they spent three years.
From that place, they came by wagon to \Valla
Walla, arriving there in the fall of r878. One
year later they came to Spokane and are now
living retired in that city. Our subject re
ceived his education in IO\\'a and \Valla \Valla
and came with his parents to Spokane county
in the fall of r879. He remained with his fa
ther on the farm until twenty-two years of age;
then purchased three-quarters of a section in
the edge of Lincoln county. which is now his
home place. The farm is one of the model
places in the county and is supplied with com
modious and first class buildings, a windmill
and other improvements and in addition to this,
Mr. Carstens O\\"I1S other property.

On March 16. 1892, Mr. Carstens married
Miss Minnie Keplinger, a native of Salt Lake
City, whose early life was spent in Idaho. She
came to Washington in 1890. To this mar
riage five children have been born, Peter, Ha
zel, Avery, Albert and Beulah.
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• -
Mr. Carstens is a member of the I. O. O.

F., and his wife belongs to the Rebekahs. He
is greatly interested in politics and is one of the
broad minded and progressive men of the
county.

• ••

ALBERT SCHULTZ was born in .Alma,
Buffalo county, \Visconsin on May 10, 1872,
being the son of Charles F. and Anna Schultz,
nati\'es of Germany. The father came from
Germany when young. settling in Wisconsin,
and died in 1896 in Lincoln county.. The
mother also came to the United States when
young and is now living at Reardan. Our sub
ject received his education in the log school
houses of \ Visconsin and labored on the farm
with his father until eighteen, after which, he
came to \Vashington in 1884 and bought a farm
near Reardan. Later, he sold this and engaged
in the liven- business at Reardan. continuing- .
in the same until the spring of 1899. Then he
sold, having the finest stable in the town. After
that he engaged in the retail liquor business I

with his brother, the firm being Schultz Broth
ers. Our subject has ne\'er seen fit to embark
on the matrimonial sea. He is a member of the
Foresters and the M. VV. A. Mr. Schultz is
well pleasec\ with the Big Bend country and ex
pects to make this his home. He is always in
terested in the progress and development of the
section as well as in political matters.

• ••
JAMES W. MOORHOUSE is a well

known and prosperous man of Reardan. He
\\'as born in Yorkshire, England, July 24, 1865,
being the son of George Moorhouse, a native
of England, who died October 12, 1903. His
occupation was that of cloth weaver. Our sub
ject studied designing in early life and followed
that for a good many years. From 1887 to
1890 he was designer for the Montreal Woolen
Co., in Montreal, Canada. Then he returned to
England and was offered a position as overseer
and designer in the raw material and finished
products, which made him practically general
manager of the mill. He was very successful.
in this work. In addition to following design
ing, :\Ir. Moorhouse had learned the tonsorial
art and at different times and places was occu- .
pied in that business. \Ve see him in Halifax,
N ova Scotia, and then he came west to Bran-

don, Manitoba, seeking a location as barb
After that he was employed on the Canad·

er
.

Pacific Railway for a time, then drove logs I~n
the Saskatchewan River for four hundred mile:
after which he accepted a position in the wo~le~

mills at Mordan, Manitoba. Later he sought
outdoor employment, and was occupied in the
harvest field. About 1899, Mr. Moorhouse
came to Spokane, but not being favorably im
pressed, he found his way to Reardan, where he
opened a barber. shop. Meeting with success, he
increased his business, fitted up elegant baths in
connection, and gave his entire attention to this
until recently, when he opened a saloon in con
nection with the same. He has the finest place
in the town, and is very prosperous. In addi
tion to this he owns considerable property. In
early life, Mr. Moorhouse married Miss' .-\nne
Beever.. of England. who died on 1\ovember 29,
1898.

•••

TURNER A. WEADOl\, \vho. until re
cently, has been living two miles west from
Reardan, on a farm is now dwelling near Wa
terville, in Douglas county. He sold his estate
in Lincoln county but was so well pleased with
the Big Bend country, he immediately settled
upon land that he had purchased in Douglas
county. He is one of the substantial men of
the county and has been favored with prosper
ity since coming.

Turner' A. Weadon was born in Loudan
county, Virginia, February 15, 1866, being the
son of Sarah K. and Almira W. Weadon. na
tives of Virginia. The mother is deceased. The
father has spent his life in handling large 10

terests. among which may be menti.oned mer·
chandising, tanning, farming and mmmg. He
dwells at Harper's Ferry, Virginia. and spends
his winters in Florida, where he has property
interests.. He is a man of prominence and the
riper years of his life are being passed in qUIet
contentment and enj.oyment of his portion. Our
subject was theyoungest of four brothers. HIS
education was received in Virginia and after a
thorough training there, he went to San DIego,
California where he took up the hack buslOess.

, 0 andFrom there he came to Pendleton, regon.
operated a stage from Portland to Heppner for

. . d t Spokane,one year. Then he Journeye on ~ He
where he again took up the hack bus1l1ess. d
did well for two years in Spokane, then engage
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" lerk in the Coeur, d'Alene Inn. After

th
a,. a !I~r. Weadon was erpployed by the Minne-

IS, .' Ct &Chicago CommISSIOn ompany as man-
so a of their branch in Reardan. After one
ager d h' .year in that business, he turne IS att~ntlOn to
famling, settling on land he bought, Just east
of Reardan. This was ~old on January S, 1904,

d he is now dwellmg m Douglas county.
an In 1891, NIr. Weadon married Miss Susie
Slocan, a native of Iowa, and who recently
came to Lincoln county. To them two chIldren
have been born, Maude and Aubrey.

Mr. Weadon is a member of the W. W.,
and his wife belongs to the circle. They are
well respected people and what has been Lin
coln county's loss has been Douglas county's
gain. Mr. :Weadon has shown commendable
enterprise and skIll m hIS labors here and lS en
titled to the respect and confidence whi<:h he re-

•celves.
• ••

TRAUSDELL M. COOPER, who lives
at No. llSI West 20th street, Los Angeles,
California, is one of the well known pioneers
of Lincoln county. He still owns an immense
amount of proper.ty in this and adjoining coun
ties and has only recently secured a dwelling
in California for his winter residence. He
was born in Cattaraugus county, New York,
on April 9, 1848, the son of John and Louisa
A. (Dye) Cooper, natives of Rutland, Vernlont
and Oneida county, N ew York, respectively.
The father was born in 1804 and followed
farming and mer.chandising in early days and
was a captain in the State Militia. He was an
active politician but never sought office, and
was a prominent man. He died in 1872 at
Bushnell, Illinois. The mother was born in
I~ and died in Bushnell, Illinois, at the age
ot eighty-seven. Our subject received a com
mon school education at Bushnell and at the
age of nineteen, started in life for himself. He
first occupied the position as foreman on a
thousand-acre farm in Illinois and a year later
Went to Marshall, Iowa, where he worked for:
a year. For a time he was in the dairy busi
ness d'
I an 111 1876, came to Portland and fol-
Owed th b'Th e. same uS1l1ess there for three years.

en he JOurneyed in 1879 via the river and
staO"e to S k ..." po ane and arnved 1Il the latter place
In Decemb 8th er, I 79· Mr. Cooper states that
~e were about one half dozen dwellings in

that now prosperous city and tile only bridge
across the river was Cowley's, some miles up,
and Lapray's as far down the river. The next
spring he p1me to the Big Bend country with
D. R., and Jessie Cole, Walter Hazeltine
George and Frank Simon, and Tom Grinstead.
They located in township 27, range 34, being
the first settlers in that location. The last
day of May, 1880, was the date of their loca
tion and in the fall of that year, the two
Troger brothers and Daniel Snyder' and Mr.
Bush came in. Spokane was the nearest post
office, seventy miles away. For five months
these settlers never saw anyone from outside
and' the next year everybody fled on account
of the Indian scare. NIr. Cooper, was obliged,
like the others, to go to Walla \'Valla and work
in the harvest fields to gain money to improve
the place and he labored along steadily, gaining
property until he now owns over three sec
tions of grain land in \\fh.itman, Adams and
Lincoln counties, every bit under cultivation.
He also has five dwellings and two business
lots in Sprague, besides his residence in Los
Angeles, which is worth over eight thousand
dollars. In 1884 Mr. Cooper was the Demo
cratic candidate for county auditor but owing
to the county seat fight was defeated by P. K.
Spencer, Republican. At the next election, he
was chosen on the Democratic ticket for county
treasurer and in 1888 was elected county audi
tor. He has been very prominent in politics
and with but two e;'Cceptions has attended every
state convention and was also an alternate at
the national convention at Kansas City in 1900.

On September I, 1888, Mr. Cooper mar
rjed Miss Alice M. Barrett, the wedding oc
curring at Sprague. Mrs. Cooper's parents,
Peter and Bridget (\'lard) Barrett, were na
tives of Ireland. The father came to Sprague
in 1890, and followed railroading until 1902,
when he died. The mother is living in Spo
kane. To Mr. and Mrs. Cooper. three chil
dren have been born. Telford M., Bazel D. and
Elbur L. They are very bright and precocious
children and at the contest in Los Angeles in
which several thousand children were com
peting. Elbur L. was chosen as the most beau
tiful child. the judge being the famous child
painter, \\falter Russell. Mr. Cooper is a mem
ber of the Royal Arcanum. tile Maccabees and
the Grand Fraternity. Mrs. Cooper belongs
to the Episcopal church. .



512 HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

-
Mr. Cooper has completed a brick business

block in Sprague. He has been councilman
several times in Sprague and was mayor in
1902 when he resigned and took up his resie
dence in Los Angeles, California. Although
Mr. Cooper. now resides in Los Angeles, still
he is not lost to Lincoln county as this is
largely the place of his triumphs and success.
He is "'e11 known and has the esteem and con
fidence of all.

•••

HEXRY W. TURNER was born in
Maine, on April 8, 1855. He now li"es about
three miles "'est from Hesseltine on an estate
of one half section, which he has brought to a
high state of cultivation and made one of the
choice farms of Lincoln county. Like many
others, he came here in very early days and
knows from experience, what it is to be a pio
neer and to open up a new country. His par
ents are Isaac and Mary (Grant) Turner. both
born in :Maine and come from German extrac
tion. They were good substantial people and
reared our subject as becomes the Amerinn
citizen, giving him an education in the schools
adjacent. \Vhen young he went to sea and
labored before the mast for two years then he
learned the blacksmith trade. entering the em
ploy of the United States government and con
tinued three years in that capacity. In 1875.
he came to San Francisco and went to "'ork
at his trade. F rom that time until 1887, he
wrought at his trade and traveled all over the
west and northwest. In the year last men
tioned, M r. Turner came to Lincoln county and
took a homestead where he now resides. He
bought another quarter section and has given
his attention to general farming since. He lo
cated as most of the pioneers did here and
lived in the ordinary dugout until his labors
brought him their reward. He has now im
proved his farm in excellent shape and has a
very valuable estate. Mr. Turner has four
brothers, Robert. Isaac, George, and Charles,
and two sisters, Elizabeth and Mary A.

•••

ELMER E. LUCAS, a successful hard
ware merchant of Davenport. Washington. is
a native of Madison county, Illinois, and was
born May 19, 1868. He is the son of Joseph

Lucas, a prominent Grand Army mall 'd'
. S l' resl Ing
111 pang e. H IS mother was C th .
( AI ' )L' a ennetlza ucas. a native of Germany \\'h
t tl U · d S 0 cameo lemte tates at the age of eigl t

TT h b k " I years.L·pon t e out rea of the CIVil War J I
L I· eel '. OsePIucas en 1st as a prIvate III the ra k f
Cou:pany .G, Forty-ninth Illinois In~~tr~'
servlllg With that command throughout h'
length of the Rebellion, and receiving an ht e
orable discharge at its close. Before the cl~~
of the war; however, he had won a commiss'o

d I· I n
as secon leutenant of his company. As a
G. A. R. man at Spangle he has served his POSt
as Its commander. Joseph and Mrs. Lucas
have been parents of eight children, an equal
number of boys and girls: of the boys the sui).
ject of this sketch is the eldest. The members
of the family who are now living are; Elmer
E. ; \Villiam P., a partner with Elmer E. in the
hardware business; Albert ?II., of Albena.
Canada; and Mrs. \V. G. Elledge, of Spangle.
\Vashington.

As a child Mr. Lucas went with his parents
to Jefferson county, Kansas, and thence to Law
rence. where his father engaged in the hard
ware business. After remaining in Lawrence
two years the father transferred his business
to \Vakeeney, Kansas. remaining there four
years when he removed to Burlington. Kansas.
In 1884 the family remo\'ed to Spangle, where
the father and mother have resided ever since.

During his youth Elmer E. Lucas receired
a good business training from his father, and
a fai r grammar school education. He finished
his commercial education in the Spokane Bus
iness College. from which institut!on he is a
graduate. During five years of hiS res.ldence
in Spokane county he held the poSition 01

deputy assessor under different chiefs. In 18<)0
with his brother \Villiam P., he succeeded O.
\V. Ames in the 'hardware business at Spangle.
Lucas Brothers continued to conduct thiS es
tablishment until January. 1903. when ther

. . . eel I' brothersold out. \Villiam P. then Jom liS
in Davenport who had gone there on January

, h d al1
I. 1902. At that date they had purc ase .
. C pany 111

interest in the A. \V. Turner am 'ther
Davenport and at the close of 190 30 d tl'
bought over the entire business and assume Ie

. Th' haye one
name of Lucas Brothers agall1. e~ f hard-
of the largest and most complete stocks 0 .. g

. 1 ents I1llnll1ware stoves tinware. farm Imp em ., . .

machinery, et cetera, in the county.
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On March 18, 1896, occurred the marriage
of Elmer E. Lucas to Miss Fannie E. Almquist,

ati"e of Indiana, who came to Rosaha,
~,r" hington as a girl. Her parents are Charles
"as, p . h .

d Hattie Almquist. nor to er marnage
~~rs. Lucas was a scho?1 teacher in Whitman

ntv I'n which vocatIon she was emmently
cou , I '1
successful. To Mr. and Mrs. Lucas two c 11 -

dren have been bo:n: by name, Ellsworth Fran
cis and Dolph Wilham.

Mr. Lucas is a member of the A. F. and A.
M. at Cheney, Washington, and.of the Chapter
at his home city. He is a man ot marked talent
in music, having organized, and for a number I
of "ears been leader of, the Spangle band. and
he "is now leader of the Davenport band and
orchestra. At the November election, 1904,
he was chosen mayor of Davenport, which
is now a city of the third class. He is a gen
erous and public spirited citizen, which qualities
have made him a host of friends, and both he
and Mrs. Lucas are prominently identified with
social affairs in their home city.

and there he formed the acquaintance of Will
iam J. Bryan, who is now a national figure.
They attended Sunday school together and be
came well acquainted. Later, Mr. Smith re
turned to Missouri and there, in 1876, he mar
ried Miss Jennie L. Haverstick. The state
of Missouri was their home for one year when
they moved to the vicinity of Mitchell, Illinois,
and remained until 1890, then they journeyed
to \;V'ashington, and selected land in Lincoln
county, where they dwell at the present time.
Mr. Smith purchased his quarter section from
the railroad company and has devoted himself
to its improvement and cultivation since. He
has a comfortable and good home, has accumu
lated considerable property and is considered
one of the substantial men of the county. Mr.
Smith is always an ardent and forceful worker
for both good schools and other improvements
which are for the good of the community, and
he is a progressive and thinking man.

•••

•••
GEORGE E. SMITH, who resides about

seven miles north from Wilbur, is one of the
men whose life's account will contain record of
events, which would warrant the saying of our
president, "He is a man who has done things."

George E. Smith was born in Missouri, on
January 7, 1850, the son of George F. and
~lary {Pfnister) Smith, natives of Saxony,
Germany. The father came from the Father
land in 1829 and made settlement in Missouri.
When our subject came to the age of nine, he
suffered the bereavement of the death of his
father. Schools were scarce in those pioneer
times and George had little opportunity to at
tend, had there been schools as he was earlv
obliged to learn the truth ~f that statement,
that man shall eat his bread by the sweat of his
face. The mother was a talented and learned
woman, however, and she gave instruction to
her son as opportunity afforded and he soon
~came very proficient in various branches.

he habits of study then formed have always
staved 'th b'. • WI our su ject and he has constantly
!!~ven hllnself to selected. reading and deep
~lnkl11g. The result is that he is one of the
Ist Informed men of this section and· is a

C,ose student of nature. In 187 1, M r. Smith
'lent to Salem, Illinois, to dwell with an uncle

33

WILLIAJ'vI GEMMILL resides about
seven miles south from Wilbur on one of the
largest estate in the entire Big Bend country.
It consists of fourteen hundred acres of fertile
wheat land, all in a high state of cultivation and
improved with everything necessary to a first
class Washington farm. The residence is com
modious and beautiful, situated amid shade
trees and orchards, making it an ideal rural
abode. Mr. Gemmill is to be classed as one of the
earliest pioneers of this part of the country and
his vast possessions have been made as a result
of his thrift, wisdom, and his energy. He was.
born in Wisconsin, on September 21, 18.59, be- .
ing the son of \Villiam Gemmill, a native of
Pennsvh·ania. The father later mO\'ed to In
diana ~nd in 1850 went to California, where he
engaged in mining. He returned to the middle
states and located in Wisconsin in 1856 and
when he settled in that state he was fifty miles
from a railroad. He had been a pioneer in In
diana and Cali fornia before this and was one of
the rugged fro:ltiersmen who have made this
country "'hat it is. He died in 1898, aged
seventy.

Our subject ,,'as reared in Wisconsin and
passed his vouthful days as is common for bOys
on the frontier. laboring on the farm and study

I ing in the district school. In 1884, he came to
Vvashington and located on a 'preemption
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native ·of Illinois, and was a pioneer durin the
early days of the settlement of V'I'SC g .

h
. ., onsm

were at one penod he conducted a stage lin~

between Sheboygan. and Fond du Lac.- He
afterward engaged m the hvery business and
su~sequently removed to Iowa where he now
resides. The mother of our ~ubject came from
Hanover, Germany, when qUIte young and '

. d' Sh bo .• "asmarne Itt . e yg.an. She now resides with
her husband Itt Iowa. John C. Lemley is th
second oldest child of six, four boys and tw~
gIrlS, three of whom are living in the vicinity
of Reardan, and the others in the east. In the
autumn of 18g6 he was married to Alice Mc
Gowan, of Fairview, Washington. In his
younger days he attended school in Iowa, which
state he left in the spring of 1880 and went to
Helena, Montana, where he was engaged in the
butcher and various other businesses until 1882

when he came to Sprague, Washington, and op
ened a saloon, in which business he is still en
gaged, in connection with a live stock enterprise
in Okanogan county, Washington. In 1893
Mr. Lemley conducted a saloon in Edwell in
company with J. W. Reynolds. and was an im
portant factor in the upbuilding of that town.
This business he disPosed of in I&)6 and en
gaged in farming. In 1898 he returned to
Reardan. Mr. Lemley owns a section and a
half of land, and has a good-sized band of cat
tle, a fine residence in the east part of the town
of Reardan, containing five rooms, and he has
also five lots on the "Hill." Two children have
been born to Mr. and Mrs. Lemley, Helen, aged
four, and Beatrice. aged three years.

Mr. Lemley is a member of the B. P. 0, E.,
Lodge No. 228, Spokane, and is chief runger
of the Foresters of Reardan, of which organ
ization he was the moving spirit.

WILLIAM M. ADAMS has the distinc
tion of having gained his fortune by his la1J?rs
in the Big Bend country. He came here With
very limited capital and now owns property
worth more than fifteen thousand dollars, I~
Lincoln county. His home place is situate

.. f R d It waSabout nme mIles north rom . ear an. 886.
taken as a homestead on February 12, I

and is well improved. In addition to doing ge~'
eral farming, Mr. Adams has fol1owed. a~ va~'

I ous times, the bricklayer's trade. of which e
became master in his younger days.

•••

twelve miles west from \Vilbur. Later, he sold
that property and took a homestead and a tim- .
ber .culture claim, where he is now located.
The rest of his esmte has been acquired by pur
chase and as every piece has fallen into his pos
session, it has been transformed from the wild
sad into fertile' fields productive of abundant
crops. Everything about the place has an air
of thrift and good taste and Mr. Gemmill is to
be congratulated on the possession of such
choice estates.

In I&p, Mr. Gemmill married Miss Anita
Maldonado. She "vas born in Mazatlan, Mexico,
and educated in St. Catherine's Convent at Ben
ica, California, and at St. Rose's Convent at
San Francisco. She received a very liberal train
ing in languages and fine arts and is able to con- ,
verse in French and Spanish as fluently as in
EnRlish. In 1875. she came to Washington
with her parents and settled in 'Valla \Valla.
Since then she has traveled a great deal but.
Washington has be~n her home place. She is
a lady of high accomplishments and exceptional
virtues. Her father, Francesco Maldonado,
was the son of a Spanish nobleman. He was
born in Spain and there received a fine classical
education and was then admitted to the bar.
\\Then a young man, he came to Mexico and
entered the practice of law. Later. he re
ceived a seat in the judiciary, where his erudi
tion and stanch principles made him a valued
member. Then he was elected governor of
Sinaloa, Mexico, whleh office he held until his
death. His widow later married Isaiah Reve
naugh, a pioneer of California, and one of the
very earliest pionee~s of 'Valla Walla, then of ,
the Big Bend country. He located a stock
ranch on Crab creek as early as 1871. By
trade, he was a blacksmith and had large ex
perience in frontier life. On account of a fierce
encounter with a grizzly in California, he re
ceived the sobriquet of "Grizzly." He was a
well known and substantial citizen. His death
occurred ill 1900, two years after his wife's
demise. Mr. and Mrs. Gemmill are highly re
spected people and their home is the center of
refined hospitality.

JOHN C. LEMLEY, son of William S.
and Dora (Cline) Lemley, is one of the pros
p~rous and energetic business men of Reardan,
Lmcoln county. His father, William S., is a
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William M. Adams was bo:n in, Saxony,
Germany. February. 2, r847, bemg t 1e son of
Edward and Fredenka Adam~, both natives d
Germany. The father was a (ooper .by trade
and he and his ~vife remamed III .thelr native
country until thelr death.. Oulr sub

h
.1 e,'\ rcceflv1erl

his educational trammg m : Ie sc oc,s 0 lIS

native land, during the first fourteen years of
his life and then was apprenticed for four years
to learn the bricklayer's trade. 'Vhen eighteen,
he bid farewell to the native land and turned

, . N k Nto the New World, landmg m i 'ewar, 'ew
Jersey, where he took up work at his trade with
good success. F rom .there, he journeyed to
Omaha and labored in that state for six years.
Then he came on to Montana and helped to
erect the Wicks smelter near Butte. After
leaving Butte, l\.fr. Adams came to Lincoln
county, settling on the place that he now owns,
having bought another man's relinquishment.
He immediately turned his attention to general
farming and in addition thereto has done much
mason work throughout the country. 'Vhen
in Spokane he assisted to erect some of the
finest buildings and is well kno\\'n as a man
of great skill in his craft.

In r868, at Newark, Kew Jersey, Mr.
Adams married Miss Christina Kamley, and
to them twelve children have been born, six of
whom are living as follows; Katie, Minnie,
Emma, Lizzie, William and Rose. Mr. Adams
takes a keen interest in political matters and is
a well informed Republican. He is a member
of the Foresters and is known as a good sub
stantial citizen. Mr. Adams owns other real
estate and property besides that mentioned
a.bove and is thoroughly in love with this beau
tiful country and believes that there is no place
that e.'Ccels it.

• • ••
. GEORGE A. TROY was born in the Cat

skill Mountains, New York. in 1848. His par
~~ .were George and Margaret (Bolland)

y. The mother was born in New York
s~ate and now lives in New York City. The fa
t er was born in Ireland learned shoemaking
fnd came to the United'States where he fol
O\\~d hIS trade until his death which occurred
~n ew York. Our subject received a good
a~~~on school education in his native place

H t e learned the trade of the brick mason.
e wrougl t h'

I at IS trade there until he came to

Sprague where he built a brick kiln and began
the manufacture of that building material. Hej
also took up building and contracting, erecting
most of the brick edifices in Sprague including
the court house. He continued in this line of
business until 1887; then entered the liquor
business in Sprague and has bern identified in
that since. Recently he has added a whole
sale department and is conducting the two at
th.e present time. He owns the buildings in
which he does business on l\fain street in
Sprague and also two other busines5 blocks on
the same street, one a frame structure and the
other a handsome brick. He also owns a nice
residrnce at the corner of Third and C streets
and much other property. Mr. Troy has the
following brothers and sisters, Agnes Reed,
Mrs. Kate Bannon, 'Villiam, John, and Ella,
all residents of 1\ew York City.

Mr. Troy has made a good success in the
financial world and has done excellent work in
the contracting business in Sprague. He has
always labored for the upbuilding and the wel
fare of the community and is an enterprising
and progressive man.

• • •

OTTO ACGL'ST MEl\GER, one of the
prosperous and enterprising merchants of Rear
dan, Lincoln county, was born in Lawrence,
Kansas, January 8, 1864, son of Herman M.
and Sophia (Epple) Menger. The father is a
native of Thuringen. Germany. where he was
born July 8, r831. In 1847 he came to the Uni
ted States and located at Philadelphia, Penn
sylvania, as a baker, in which vocation he con
tinued until he removed to Lawrence, Kansas,
which was in 1853. Here he conducted a bak
ery until 1867 Whell he entered the ministry in
the German Methodist EpiscopaJ church, and
was one of the pioneer circuit riders covering
territory in Iowa, Kansas and Nebraska. Dur
ing the progress of the Ci\'iJ war Rev. Menger
was pursued by guerillas during the notorious
Quantrell raid, and narrowly escaped with his
Jife. L'ntil r897, when he was called from
earth. he continued in the ministry, was pastor
of numerous churches in three states, was wide
Iy kno\nl and universally respected. He died
at Parsons, Kansas, June 14, r897. In a con
cise summarv of the character of Rev. Menger
it can be truthfully sflid that he belonged to that
class of rugged pioneers in whose vocabulary
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Theodore VI/. Haas was born in v h
W · . N b .\eena

, lsconsm, on lavern er 8, 1871. His father'
SebastIan Haas, was born m Antwerp Belg' '

.' '1l1m
and came to AmerIca when a young lad: Fa;
fifteen years, he followed the mercantile b '

. W' . df US1-ness m Isconsm an or fi fteen, the same in
Spokane. Then he retired from that channel
of. busmess and IS now devotmg his energies to
mmmg and real estate bus1l1ess in Spokane. He
IS one {)f the early pIOneers of that thriving city
and is well known as a man who has aCCOm
plished much that is beneficial to the citv as well
as providing a competence for himself. The
mother of our subject, Mary A. (Kelley) Haas
was born in \Vatertown, \Visconsin. Her fa.
ther \\'as a judge on the bench for many years
and is now living in Spokane.

Theodore \V. attended the sisters school in
Spokane and later graudated from Gonzaga
college, a well known educational institution of
the Inland Empire. After completing his
course there, he entered the employment of the
Crescent Dry Goods Company, one of the larg
est establishments in the state of Washington.
For seven years, he operated as salesman there,
then took a position with the same company on
the road, continuing in the same until he opened
his present business in Sprague in Januan·.
1904. He has a fine location and an excellent
stock of goods and is favored with a fine patron·
age. :M r. Haas is a member of the K. C. of
Spokane, 'and also belongs to the Catholic
church.

MICHAEL HILGERS has been success·
ful in at least two lines of endeavor as will be

! noticed in the outline given below. A.t. the
I present time, he resides eight miles west. tr?01
1- Sprague \vhere. he owns .a section at hoe
i wheat land. HIS reSidence IS a tasty ii, e-room
I cottage beauti fully surrounded wi ih shade trees.

The farm is supplied with everything needed as
barns, windmills, fences, a fine large orchard
and so forth. On the farm adjoining the h~II~~

Place, Mr. Hilgers also has erected good bu
. . pro"ings. He handles some stock and IS a very -

perous man. .
Mr. Hilgers was born in prussia. German~

on January 7, 1848. being the son of John an
. . f German"Gertrude (Gantz) HIlgers, natIves o. . Ge~-

The father was an inn keeper and (heel tn .
t -\menca

many in 1849. The mother came 0,

•••

there is no such word as fail. His wife, to
whom he was united in Philadelphia, was a
natives of the Province of Schwaben, Germany,
born in 1832. To Rev. and Mrs. Menger were
born seven children, Edward, Otto A., Louisa
A., Mary S., Emma, Albert, and Agnes, all of
whom are living.

The elementary education of Otto A., our
subject, was obtained in Kansas, and when at
the age of sixteen years he is found in the ca
pacity of a clerk in a grocery store at Cameron,
Missouri. One year subsequently he was man
ager in a store in Chase, Kansas, and he then
removed to Enterprise, same state, and was
connected with a general store in that city six
years. Coming to Davenport, Lincoln county,
in 1889. he officiated as bookkeeper for Mc
Gowan Brothers, and in 1890 was manager of
a sawmill in Creston. He then opened a hard
ware store in Reardan in company with John
Raymer. In March, 1891, our subject was uni
ted in marriage to Lizzie Nagle, a native of
Switzerland, who came to the United States
when thirteen years of age. Until 1893 Mr.
Menger continued in the hardware business,
when the partnership \vas dissoh'ed and he en
tered the enlployment of John \Vickham, who
conducted a general merchandise store. He aft- I

erward purchased. the p.roperty of Mr. \Nick- i
ham and engaged m busmess for himself. Mr.!
and Mrs. Menger have four children, Oscar, i
Clarence, Inez and Gladys, all of whom were i
born in Reardan. He is a member of the A. O. i
U. W., and W. O. \V., Commg to Reardan !
with limited capital Mr. Menger is now one of
the well-to-do and influential citizens, one of
the wealthiest and best known men in Rear
dan.

. THEODORE W. HAAS, although not
classed as one of the oldest pioneers in Sprague
is certainly one of the most energetic and pro
gressive of business men. He is handling a
general merchandise establishment at the pres
ent time, having started the same in January,
1904. He is a young man of excellent ability
and has made a record in the business world:
and thus far a very enviable one. Presaging
the future by the past, we have every reason to
expect that Mr. Haas will win the abundant
success in Sprague that he is entitled to' be
cause of his worth and his labor.
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. 8- I and her.' death occurred in Maine in
10 I J. .
1<)00. Our subject was. brought to Amenca
when an infant and rec~lved a good ~ommon

hool education in Wlsconsm. While very
S~ung he wrought in the lead mines; then was
;pprer:ticed to a blacksmith and for three years
gave his attentIOn to learnmg that trade. After
'hat he followed the trade in St. Louis for three
"ears and then returned to his home in vVis
~onsin and there married. In 19°3, he jour
neyed to California but left that country and
came to Nevada and wrought at Carson City I

for two years. At the end of that time he went
back east and railroaded. In 1885, we find Mr.
Hilgers in Spokane in the blacksmith shop of
Pete Sungraft. A year later, he came to
Sprague and opened a shop for himself and for
five years was steadily engaged at the forge.
During that time, he homesteaded his present
place and made extensive improvements. He
bought other land until he has the amount men
tioned above and now is retired entirely from
the blacksmith business and gives attention to
farming in which he has made a good success.

On August 16, 1873, occurred the marriage
of )1r. Hilgers and Miss Matilda W. Sickles.
The wedding took place in \Visconsin. Mrs.
Hilgers' parents are Jacob and Elizabeth (Bur
ger) Sickles. They both died in Wisconsin
sometime since. The father was a native of
Alsace, France. To our subject and his wife
five children have been born, Emma, Al bert,
Jessie, William and Earl V. Jessie is attending
the Northwestern business college in Spokane
and IS very proficient in her studies.
. Mr. Hilgers has a very bright and interest
Ing farmly and his place is one of the pleasing
and promising ones of this section. He and
hiS wife belong to the Roman Catholic church
and have reared their children in the faith.

•• •
THOMAS McCOY who resides in Sprague

:v:s born in county Armagh, Ireland, in April,ute HIS parents, were Owen and Bridget
th c ann) McCoy. The father. was born in
f e s~me county as our subject and followed
armIng He . h .. . I I .18 8 a . was m t e. upns.mg III re and m

h·4 nd remamed m hiS native country until
IS death Th .

County' e mother was bor~ in the same
Th as the husband and died m 184".

ornas was favored with a good common

school education in Ireland and worked with
his father until the age of seventeen; then he
went to Scotland and worked two years as a
coal miner. After that, he came to Scotland,
then journeyed to Dunham, England, and
served there twel ve years in the roller mills.
In 1872, he came to America sailing from Liv
erpool to New York. From New York, he
went to Enpire, Michigan, and operated in the
mills for some time. Mr. McCoy has two sis
ters, Mrs. Ann Welch, who came to this coun
try with our subject and later married. Her
husband died and Mr. McCoy brought her to
his place where she died in 1888, leaving three
childr.en whom he cared for. The other sister
is Mrs. Mary Hughes, living in Ireland. The
three children Mr. McCoy raised are Mary,
now married to U. S. Perry, a clerk in Sprague;
Maggie, married to Anthony Dent, dwelling in
the Willamette valley, Or.egon, and Thomas,
a printer, in San Francisco. Mr. McCoy owns
two residences in Sprague besides several choice
lots. He gives his attention to gardening and
is a good substantial man.

He has been a life long member of the
Catholic church and is a supporter of that faith
at the present time.

• I •

WILLIAM H. VENT, who lives six miles
north from' Sprague is one of the earliest set
tlers in Lincoln county. He also has the dis
tinction of being a native son of Washington,
having been born at vValla Walla on June 16.
1865. His parents, Robert and Mary E.
(Sheets) Vent were pioneers of Walla Walla.
and ar.e now living with our subject. The fa
ther followed butchering. vVilliam H. received
a common school education in his native place
and then started in Ii fe for himself. He also
en'gaged in stock raising and as early as 1872.
came to this part of Lincoln county and en
gaged in stock raising and has followed that
continuously since, although he ha!\ also done
general farming. The place where he now re
sides, he purchased in 1897. vVhen he came
to this section, he had no means and now owns
about one thousand acres of choice grain land
which is well improved with a nice cottage @f
six rooms, which is situated in tasty and beau
tiful grounds, barns, outbuildings and a large
band of cattle and horses with all the machinery
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necessary for handling the estate. Mr. Vent
owns property at Post Falls, Idaho, in addition
to what we ha\-e mentioned.

On December 2, 1894, Mr. Vent married
Miss Alpha Parker, the daughter of Horace
and Louisa F. (Johnson) Parker, natives of .
Ohio and no\, Ii\-ing near Sprague. The fa
ther was one of the earliest settlers here and has
always followed stock raising. Mr. Vent has
the following named brothers and sisters, Mrs.
Emma Jones, Stupple. Mrs. Leona
Fortune, l\hs. X ellie Busey, Mrs. May Bagley,
Mrs. Lillie Mills. "Irs. Lula Busev. Mrs. Fred-

~.

erick Buse,. Mrs. Allen Busey and Robert.
Mrs. Vent i~as two sisters, Mrs. Zelia Vent and
Mrs. Lena Lowe.

Mr. Vent is a member of the K. P. and he
and his wife belong to the Rathbone Sisters.
They are \,ealthy and substantial people and
have shown by their labors, real industry and
thrift. Their standing is of the best in the
community and they are typical \Vashington
people.

~ ..
MATTHEW BRISLAWN, who lins

about se\'en miles northeast of Sprague on the
old Colville road. is one of the wealthiest men
of Lincoln countv and everv dollar has been

~ ~

gained by his careful industry and ,vise man
agement. \\'here he Ii\'es he has a' section ancl
one-half of first class grain land, all producing
excellent crops of the cereals, one section of
meadow land and pasture. one hundred and
twenty-five head of fine thoroughbred cattle.
forty-five head of horses and a large amount of
farm machinery and everything needed on a
large estate. The place has a comfortable resi
dence. supplied with plenty of good water,
large barns. granaries and other buildings, sev
eral windmills and pumps and a perfect water
system, both for furnishing water to the stock
and for irrigating purposes. Everything about
the estate shows the thrift and taste of its owner
and while Mr. Brislawn is a man capable of
handling large propositions as is evidenced by
what he has done, there is no detail to small
in reference to the estate, for him to consider
and have properly executed. He has shown
himself. in the years of his residence here, a
man of stability and real worth and has won
the esteem, confidence and respect of all.

Matthew Brislawn was bOrn in Mont
P I . gom-

ery county, ennsy val1la, on October.,o 8-
. - I I 0

th~ son of James and AnastaSIa (Magh~r'
Bnslawn, the former born Il1 Ireland in 181)

and the later also. a native of the Emerald lsi:'
They were marned 1I1 theIr native land d• . . 8 m
came to ."1.menca JI1 I 44· Settlement was
made 1Il Iowa where the mother died in 1874
and the fa;her. died four years later, while en
route t.o \v ~shll1gton. He had been a promin
ent cltlzen 1Il Iowa and held public offices for
many years. Our subject was reared and edu
cated in the Hawkeye state and remained on
the farm with the father until twenty-three
years of age. Five years later he came t~ Wal
Ia \Valla and then to Tucanon creek and the
follo\\'ing spring moved down on the Pataha
creek. In the spring of 1879, Mr. Brislawn
came thence and took a homestead \\here he
now dwells. Very few families were in the
Big Bend country and twice a year they had
to make pilgrimages to the towns of Coliax
and Spokane for provisions. He was one of
the first two men \,ho ran a thresher in the
territory which now keeps over thirty modern
machines during the threshing1 season. 11r.
Brislawn has the following brothers and sis
ters, lVIrs. Ellen McGreevy, Michael J., Mrs.
Elizabeth McNamara, Ferdinand and James F.

On November 25, 1873, in Iowa, 1\1r. Bris
lawn married Miss Marv E .. daughter of John

~ .
and Margaret (Hughes) Cavanaugh, natIres
of Ireland and Massachusetts, respectively.
Mrs. Brislawn was born in Allegheny City, Pa"
in 1854. The father came to this country in
1840. and died in Iowa in 1878. The mother
died in 1856, while on her way to the west. Nlr:
and Mrs. Brislawn have been the parents at
eleven children, James F., John R., Michael
T., Joseph \\T., Margaret C, l\1atthew Poo Mary
A" Lewis 1., Anastacia C. Charlotte E. and
Mark G. Mr. Brislawn belongs to the Catho
lic Knights of America, while he and his Wile
are members of the Roman Catholic chure 1.

It is interesting to note Mr. BrisJawn's descnp
tion of his capital when he came here. He r~
marks that owned two or, three head of catt e
and was in debt for the team of horses th~t
brought him and his family to the new Ian.
From such a beginning as this, we now see a
wealthy and leading citizen of Lincoln coufnhty

. .' I 'Irtue a ISwho has arrived at thIS pOSItIOn )y \
own labors and real worth.
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WALKER HUDKINS, who resi.des at
8 E Indiana avenue,' Spokane, Washmgton,

rsl
one' of the Big Bend pioneers, whose labors

I 'e accomplished much good and develop-
la, . ' H bo'

nt in that fertIle regIOn. e was rn m
me b \'T \1'"th vicinity of Parkers urg, ., est Irgmla,
one May 7, 1849. His father, Elisha. H.u~kin.s,

as born in what IS now \Vest Vlrgmla, m
:1'8;2 and died in Illinois, in February, 1877.
He had followed farming all his life. His first
marriage was to Elizabeth Rymer, by whom
he had four children, Mrs. Ellen Rymer,
Samantha, 'William, and Jasper. In the home
slate, Mrs. Hudkins died and then later Mr.
Hudkins married Miss Rachel Mearns, who
Iras born in the territory now embraced in
West Virginia, in 1820. Her father was An
drew Mearns, a farmer. About 1859, the elder
Hudkins brought his family west to Hancock
county, Illinois, and there followed farming
until his death. His widow later made the
'trip to Oregon, and died at the home of her
daughter, Mrs. Mary McCall, in \Vallowa
county, that state, the date being 1891. The
children born to this couple are: Andrew, now
in Hancock county, Illinois; Mary ]. McCall,
of Wallowa county, Oregon; Floyd, \\·ho is
mentioned in this work elsewhere; \\Talker,
who is the subject of this article; Margaret,
dho died in lllinois when aged about twenty;
Minerva Richardson, who died in Altoona,
Kansas, in 1900; Leah Brant, now living in
linion county, Oregon; and Alice who died in
infancy.

Our subject was but four years of age
when he came with his parents to Illinois and
111 the Prairie State he was reared and educated
finishing his schooling by a year in Carthg~
College. He labored on the farm during youth
and later farmed for himself in Illinois until
1885. In the fall of that year he prepared
to. try. the west and selecting Oregon as the
?bJectIve point, we find Mr. Hudkins and his
~mily landing in Lagrande. that state. about

ctober. He rented a farm there for ,t~o years
~nd then came on to the Big- Bend country.
ocatmg near Brents and renting a farm. It
wa~dn October, 1887, that Mr. Hudkins landed
amI the sea of bunch grass in Lincoln county
and from tl t t"1 .la Ime unt! the day of hiS removal
~ Spokane to school his children, he was
a::~l\n as one of the representative citizens

a stanch man and progressive pioneer.

After renting some time he bought a quarter
section, and later took a preemption. Later
he bought a half section, upon one-fourth of
which stood the historic town of Brents. In
1899, Mr. Hudkins bought three eighties ad
joining his other property, it being the place
where he had lived most of the time since com
ing to the county, the estate lies about two
and one-half miles north from Creston. In
1903, Mr. Hudkins added another quarter and
then an eighty which makes him an estate of
one and one-half sections. two-thirds of which
are under culti,'ation and producing excellent
crops annually. The balance is pasture and
timber. The farm is supplied with all improve
ments necessary, including a first class barn
and fine orchard. In November, 1903, Mr.
Hudkins purchased the residence where he now
lives in Spokane and makes that the family
home, the move being taken for the purpose of
giving the children better school advantages.

On December 30. 1879, Mr. Hudkins mar
ried Miss Emma Martin, the daughter of
Spencer and Sarah (Michel) Martin, natives
of West Virginia. They followed farming
and the father died in his native state in 1862,
while the mother died in Illinois, in 1891. The
children born to Mr. and Mrs. Martin are,
Jane, Maria, Henry, Jesse. Tabitha. Mahala,
Emma, John, and Laura. Mrs. Hudkins was
educated in her native state and accompanied
her mother to Illinois about 1875. and since
her marriage she has been a sharer of the labors
and success of her husband. They are the
parents of the following named children:
Olive Myrtle, born in Illinois, on December 6,
1880, and died in 1883: Lillian Pearl, born in
Illinois, on December 22. 1881. and died in
Illinois in 1882; Ernest \\Talker. born in Illi
nois, on May 12, 1883. and died August. 1884;
Russell Alva,! born in Illinois, on May 16,
1885, and now with his parents; Rachel Helen.
born in Lincoln county, on December 5, 1887,
and now at home.

Mr. Hudkins' two half brothers and his
eldest brother fought for the union in the Civil
war and the eldest, \\Tilliam, was killed. Mr.
and Mrs. Hudkins belong to the Rebeckahs,
while he also belongs to the A. F. & A. M.,
and the 1. O. O. F., and Mrs. Hudkins is an
adherent of the Methodist church. Politically,
he is a Democrat, but is not especially active.
He has seen and knows by experience the hard-
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ships of the pioneer, has labored faithfully in
development and fonvarding the interests of
the Big Bend, and he and his wife are now
justly entitled to the emoluments of their

labors. They are known as estimable I
and have sh?w~ a stability and tenacit~ke
deservedly Will III the race of life. y t
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PART III.

HISTORY OF DOUGLAS COUNTY
CHAPTER I.

CURRENT HISTORY-1871 TO 1886.

The white man's history of Douglas county
begins with the year 1871. It was at this pe
riod that the first white settler took
up a residence in what is now Doug
las county, but which, at that period,
was still a portion of Stevens coun
ty. The fact that what is now Douglas county
\,-as inhabited by a white man so early is, we
believe, not generally known throughout the
county, it being generally believed that Geor:ge
Urquhart and Philip McEntee were entitled to
the honor of being the first to make their homes
in the county.

John Marlin, who had a family consisting
of a wife and ten children, in 1871, came to the
place where the town of Krupp now stands.
Here he built a log house and engaged in rais
mg stock, making his home on what was then
th f' .e mntIer unt]l 1876. Although during these
five years Marlin was the sole resident of Doug
las County, he had a few neighbors who were
engaged in stock raising along C'ab Creek far
ther to the east. These were a man named Irby,
the Walt B h .er rot ers and John Enos colloqUIal-
ly know "P ,
U n as ortuguese Joe." In 1876 George
"rquhart came to the countr;y and purchased
",r. Marlin' . t .

. • S 111 erests, the latter gomg to South
Amenca Th
th I' e town of Krupp now stands on

e and upon which Marlin first located and,

later occupied by Mr. Urquhart, the latter hav
ing resided here since 1876. Donald Urquhart
came to his brother's place in 1877, where he
has since made his home. The Urquhart
Brothers are the oldest li"ing settlers in Doug
las county.

But among the earliest to come to this coun
try were the Chinese. Placer mining was the
fruition of their most sanguine hopes. Up and
down the Columbia and its numerous tributar
ies they wandered, and panned and rocked out
a satisfying, if not an enormous, volume of
auriferous deposits from the various bars and
creeks. A majority of these celestials came,
originally from California, following the trails
of Indians, fur dealers and miners. And thus
it chanced that all along the banks of the big,
roaring, treacherous stream, wherever wash
soil could be found on which water could be
obtained, or to which it could be carried, one
finds today the abandoned prospect holes of the
original Chinese placer miner. It developed a
fruitful field; for many years it was worked
industriously; frequently with wonderful
profit.

Opposite the mouth of the 'Chelan river,
where it debouches into the Columbia, from the
west, are the ruins of a Chinese village within
the limits of what is now Douglas county. The
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the little kitchen garden. No one kne' h
\\ IV en

or how death had come to him. Some of his
comrades spoke of a broken heart, allll til.
the~ buried him in the little patch he had:
asslduously attended. When the village was
deserted no vandal hand disturbed his garden.

Many years ago this settlel11eJlt was aban-
doned. The finances of the old Chinese mer.
chant· were running low; for he had. "grub
sta~ed" too many of his countrymen in thetr
precarious search for gold. In a big mine up
on the Okanogan river. he had an interest, and
there he moved taking his lares and penates,
his goods, his hors-es and even the number of
hi 50 store wi til. him. One by one others fo:.
lowed him, and wandered away, up or down
the trail. The "diggings" are deserted; the
village is a ruin; the cabins the abode of snake;
and rodents. \Vith the progress of civilization
in the Columbia valley these old placer marks
will disappear; the cabins will be tom do\\'n
and real prosperity will sweep grandly over the
scene.

All this was in 1875. It was, practically,
an Indian war against the Chinese that droye
them away, but at the time this was not gen
erally known_ Along the Methow river the In
dians began attacking the Chinese of whom
they killed several. The news rapidly circu·
lated among their comrades. When the Si
washes came to the settlement intent upon it,
demolishment, they found nobody save a fe\\'
stragglers. Ther.e were several sharp skir
mishes in which some were killed on both sides.
A correspondent of the S pOkCSI1U1-Il-RC"JiC"1i!

says:

. . the Colurob;'When the IndIans reached a pomt on
a few miles below where Chelan Falls now stands th~
diSl:overed a number of Chinamen at work on t ;
benches three hundred feet above. The savages advande<

. I three 51 ",cautiously and surrounded the celeslla s on
I d d Then began an

leaving only the steep bluff unguar e . d
Protected .n

uneven fight. The Chinamen were un h 'r
, prey to t "

unable to escape; they proved an eas) d was
. H ,ere massacresavage antagonistS'. ow man) ,w left to

., ., th t not one was, never known but It 15 POSitive a intO
J tell the tale. ' It was an awful fight that sent terror

out,"Night hung her sable curtain
And pinned it with a star."

So he sighed and dreamed away his life.
Everyone sympathis-ed with him in accordance
with the old, old adage, "All the world loves
a 100·er." But his friends could do him no fur
ther good. One morning he was found dead in

remains of this early settlement may be seen
from Chelan Falls across the river, half a mile
away. It was built mainly from cedar boards
split from the log like shakes pegged
against upright posts and roofed with
logs and brush.. At present nothing but
the shells of these huts remain. In this
early settlement there. was a store, It was
the first business enterprise in the country, and
the proprietor was a Chinese merchant. To the
Chine!le workers along the river he supplied
goods, and he made considerable money. A I
pack tra·in of forty horses he owned with which
he brought in his miscellaneous assortment of
English, American and Chinese merchandise.
It is stated that no stranger ever appeared at
his store who was not made welcome by the
old Chinese merchant.

A tragedy, tinged with romance, is con
nected with this Oriental settlement. On one
side of the s-ite there was a garden, now over
grown with mustard plants and weeds. It was
enclosed by a low picket fence and a gate led
inward. It was a token of advanced civiliza
tion. The proprietor of the little kitchen gar
den was a moon-eyed youth with a voice like
a muffled bell. He was in love with a dusky
maiden who li\'ed across the Columbia on the
banks of Lake Chelan. But this celestial had
made a peculiar vow never to declare his love.
And this vow had been registered before the
great Joss of the little Chinese community.
Hence he was moody and became "queer,"
unsocial, melancholy and distrait. \Vhile others
flocked to the gaming house he remained soli
tary and alone in his gamen. He would sit
there and brood over his unspoken love, until
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h rt, of the other Chinamen along the river. After

the ea .. d f h
h re was little placer mmmg one or mont s;that t e .

then one by one the celestlals returned, but never could
f them be induced to go on the bench where

one 0 h d" .
the massacre occurred and ?pen up t e l~~mgS' agam.
Todav they are in exactly the same condItIon as that
in which they were when the workers were slaughtered

by the Indians.

One of the very earliest settlers of Douglas
county was Philip McEntee. He came LO

Washington first in 1877, being a member of
a ._urveying party which was establishing the
boundary line between the United States and
British Columbia. He made considerable
money while in the employment of the govern
ment' and upon the completion of the survey
im-estedhis earnings in cattle and located where
Coulee Citv now stands. building in the spring

• •

of 1881 the first house in that part of the coun-
ty. During the winter of 1880-81 he lost heavily
in cattle, but with indomitable energy started in
to retrieve his lost fortune. From the time
Mr. McEntee first came to Washington, he had
been acquainted with the spot where he after
ward built his home.

Mr. McEntee's life was a romantic one, full
of lights and .shadows; made up of adventure
and hardships such as but few, if an'y, of the
present generation will ever experience. He
was one of those unflinching, energetic char
acters who made the history of the west-ac
cepting no defeat and perservering where other
weaker spirits relinquished hope and turned
back to civilization. No privation was too
great, no reverse of fortune sufficient to sub
due the iron will of this man. who did more
than is realized by most people toward convert

mg a wilderness into one of the leading states
In the union.

In the early days when this portion of the
state (then a Territory) was uninhabited ex

cept by Indians and an occasional white man,
Mr ME. c ntee wouId start from where Coulee
City now stands with a band of cattle driveth . ,

ern across several hundred miles of unbroken
wildernes- a . B .. h C I b', way up mto nlls 0 urn la,

where he would sell them, together with his
pack horse, and make the return journey on
foot, swimming rivers, sleeping on the snow
covered ground with only a blanket to protect
him from the inclemency of the weather, and
no companion within a hundred miles.

Among other early pioneers of this part of
the county who shared in the hardships of the
wilderness, were Dan Paul, John R. Lewis,
Tony Richardson, Charles Sprague and others;
who, however, did not arrive until several ve:Jrs-
after Mr. McEntee. The latter died July 8,
1901, at Coulee City, where he had lived for
over twenty years.

During the winter of 1879-80 some of the
companies of the Second United States Infan
try were stationed at the mouth of Foster Creek,
and it is said they passed a very uncomfortable
winter. In the spring of 1880 these troops re
moved to Lake Chelan, and Camp Chelan \vas
established where is now the town of Chelan.
Later the soldiers were taken to the mouth of
the Spokane river, and Fort Spokane was es
tablished.

While it was not until 1883 that the first
settlers, with the exception of the four cattle
men mentioned, arrived in \Vhat later became
Douglas county, during the years 1879 and
1880 Lieutenant Thomas \\'. Symon's Corps
of Engineers, Chief Engineer, Department of
the Columbia, traversed the county from one
end to the other, and laid out a wagon road
from Ritzville, in Adams county, by way of
\Vhite Bluffs in the southern part of Douglas
county, through the county to the foot of Lake
Chelan. Her,e was then established a United

States military post. We here append Lieuten

ant Symon's report of his trip through the
country locating a route made to the chief of

engineers in 1880:

In August, 1R79. I left Walla Walla and proceeded
to \Vallula, and thence up the Columbia to the White
Bluffs. At the head of the long Island we left the river
to look out for a practicable route for a wagon road
to the military camp, then in the vicinity of the mouth
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of the Okanogan, on the supposition that it was to be
permanently located there.

We reached the top of the bluffS', which are here
about 540 feet high, by going up through a long gulch
greatly beaten by cattle. The soil is dry and is ground
to powder by the feet of the cattle wherever they make
a path, and is not well suited for a road. We, however,
found a short distance down the river, a gulch up which
to ascend to the top of the bluffs, easy and gradual.
From the summit the country spreads out gently roll
ing, as far as' the eye could reach to the northeast and
east. To the north and northwest a small mountain

. chain, devoid of timber stretched itself from east to
west across our way. It is called Saddle Mountain. The
country was covered w.ith a luxuriant growth of bunch
grass, with here and there a tract of sage bruS'h. The
soil is of firm and excellent quality. Quite a large
number of cattle were seen, all of which had to descend
to the river for water. Proceeding somewhat to the
northeast to skirt Saddle Mountain, we soon found our
selves getting into a country more sandy and more
rolling, and our mules and horses had greater difficulty
in gelling along. In the afternoon, being on the look
out for water, we made for a green looking spot off to
the east, hoping it was a spring. In this we were dis
appointed, and we continued on our way until nine
o'clock at night, when, not finding any water, we uan
loaded and made ourselves as comfortable as possible
without it. The next morning before daylight we took
up our laborsome march through the sandS' of the desert
and traveled until about two in the afternoon, when,
as our animals were suffering intensely, from thirst,
and as we were uncertain about what lay before US~

we concluded to strike to the westward, as from all the
indications it waS' more likely to give a supply of water.
About three o'clock we came to the old road, which
gave indications of having at one time been well trav
eled, and we turned and followed it to the northward,
trusting that it would take us to water.

At five' o'clock our animals seemed utterly unable
to carry their packs any further, and so we unloaded
them and piled up our baggage, and kept on without it.
About nine o'clock that night we came to a small alkali
pond which, vile as it was, seemed like nectar to us
and to our poor horses and mules. The country we
had traveled was covered partly with sage brush, bunch
grass and weeds, and was utterly waterless and lifeless.
Not "'en the cheerful coyote lived there, for not one
lulled US' to sleep, or molested our abandoned provisions
and camp equippage. The next day we found the fine
spring which feeds the alkali pond above mentioned.
I afterwards learned that it goes by the name of Black
Rock Spring. Here the face of the country chang~s

to a certain extent and becomes more broken up. Black
Rock Spring is at the head of a coulee which extends
off to the southwest, and, probably, as far as Moses
Lake. From Black Rock Spring we kept to the north,
and in about nine miles came to Crab Creek, which i~

here quite a stream, flowing through a rich boltom
hAlf a mile wide. Up the stream the bottom

narrows
and becomes a chasm, formed by the perpend"e I. . luarand
overhangl11g walls of basaltIC rock Lower d "

.' OOWn the
bottom becomes a marsh, enltrely filling the < be" ",pace .
tween the basalltc walls 111 which the creek sinks to
collect again further below. Where we crossed it the
bollom was good and the descen.t and ascent from the
great table land were compara.ltvely easy. A goodly
number of fine, fat cattle I11hablted this valley and th
adjoining high grounds, and no doubt fine gardens coul~
be made and nearly every garden vegetable raised.

Leaving Crab Creek we went nearly northward
taking as a guide Pilot Rock, a mass of rock about thin'
feet high, but which, on account of the general feature:
of the country can be seen for a great distance in every
direction. Soon we crosS'ed Kinewaw Run, the dry
bed of a winter stream, now containing a scant)' supply
of water in lakes and springs" Leaving this we crossed
shortly afterwards Wilson Creek, a fine little stream
flowing through a rich bollom. It and Kenewaw Run
are deeply embedded below the general surface of the
Great Plain of the Columbia, have fine S'Oil and abundant
grazing in the bollom and the adjacent hills and upper
plains for great numbers of cattle or horses. The
scarcity of timber of any kind for fuel and building
purposes is, and must always be, a great drawback to

the settlement of this section. Keeping on over the
part of the great plain lying between Wilson Creek and
the Grand Coulee, a rich, rolling country covered with a
luxuriant growth of bunch graS'S, we descended by mis·
take into the Cold Spring Coulee, down which runs the
great trail of the Indians from the Spokane country to
the Wenatchee and Moses Lake countries. We climbed
out of this coulee and passing over the broken and
rocky summit between the two coulees, we descended
by a long, gradual slope of about three miles into the
Grand Coulee. The Pilot Rock was right above us, on
the weS'lern bank to the north. Here in this vicinity is
the best place to cross the coulee for a road going east
and west. The bottom of the coulee is uneven and
more than a thousand feet above the present level of
the river. The sides show no water marks. \Ve went
north throug!) the coulee, its perpendicular walls form'
ing a vista like rome grand old ruined, roofless hall,
down which we traveled hour after hour. The walls
are abo\lt 300 to 400 feet high. At about seven miles
from the river a trail crosses the coulee and we turned
her and went to the west until we struck Foster Creek,
down which we kept, following the wagon road made by
the troops which preceded us, to the winter camp,

. . t re with theand which crosses the coulee at ItS' Junc u

Columbia river. C k
Some good ranching land lies along Foster preIe. '

. f h Great am
and all over the southern portIOn 0 t e. Th re
bunch grasS' grows in the greatest luxunance. e
are numerous little ponds which, fed by spnngs, keepgs

d I merouS sprln
a supply of water all the year, all' a so nu
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f llent water. Pursuant to instructions from Gen-a exce . .

eral Howard, Lieutenant M~rrI~m and I began a search
f the most suitable locatIOn for the new post. We
Dr 'ned both sides of the river from the mouth of theexam l

Okanogan to Lake Chelan, and decided that the most
advantageous site, takmg everythmg mto conslderahon,

t the outlet of Lake Chelan, the plateau on thewaS a
north side of the lake and nver.

In a later repOrt, made in I88!, Lieutenant

5"mons who during these years had become. '
quite well acquainted with the western Big
Bend country, tells of its condition before the
advent of the settlers. In regard to the Crab
Creek and Grande Coulee sections he said:

This is a portion of the country which is and has
been very little known. Its remoteneS'S has deterred
settlers from going to it. Before I went into the section,
in 1879, I could obtain but little information in regard
to it. Then all the inhabitants were three or four
cattle raisers living along Crab Creek-"Portugese Joe,"
li\·ing on Kenawaw Run, and "Wild Goose Bill," on the
headwaters of the Wilson Creek. The establi.hment in
1879, and abandonment in 1880, of the military post at
Camp Chelan, caused many people in the capacity of
teamsters and other government employes, as well as
the military, to go over the country, and a knowledge of
it has been thuS' acquired and disseminated, and now
there are quite a number of settlers who have gone into
the eountry to make themselves homes. Of course it
cannot become much of an agricultural country until a
market for its products is afforded by the construction
of a railroad into it. This section has never seemed to
enter into the miQd. of people except as a broken and
almost desert land, but I speak from a knowledge ac
quired by traveling over nearly the whole of it, and I
shall not hesitate to characterize it as a very fine agri
cultural and grazing section. The country between
Crab Creek and the COlumbia is well watered by streams
heading along the divide already mentioned, which lies
qUite near the Columbia; these streams flow with more
or lesS' water, according to the season of the year
~hroUgh valleys of varying width, in a southwesterly
"'CllOn, to Crab Creek. The land about the heads of

the creeks and that lying between the creeks along
thell lower courSe is of the finest quality, growing the
most .luxuriant bunch grass and giving every evidence
of'hemg a "fi .tl1agm cent gram country.

h
In t880 I laid out a wagon road from Ritzville, on

t e Norther P'fi .n aCI c raIlroad to Camp Chelan a dis-
tance of 0 1 ' ,

h
ne Itmdred and seven miles. Over nearly the

II' ole of thO d' . .
IS IStance I found the bunch grass growing

strongly and \ II d th . . .Th . .e ,an e SOIl of undoubted ferhltty.
e rollmg h·ll. .

t Is to the .south of Crab Creek for.a dls
anee of fro fi

cell III ve to twenty miles are of the same ex-
ent quality h .

as t 0", to the north. Of course there

is some poor land in the area east of the Grand Coulee,
but as a whole it is scarcely to be surpaS'Sed.

The Grand Coulee is the most singular, prominent,
and noted feature of this portion of the country. It
commences on the Columbia between the mouth. of the
Sans Poil and ,Nespelim rivers and extends in a south
westerly direction for fifty-five miles, when it merges
into the boulder-covered, prehistoric Columbia Lake.
Except at one point it is a deep chasm, with vertical,
impassable wall., averaging about 350 feet in height.
About midway between its extremities these walls are
broken down, entirely so on the east, and so much so
on the west that a wagon has no difficulty in ascending.
The coulee here is partially filled up by the broken down
hills. The cau« of this break seems to have been a
flood of water or ice coming in from the northeast and
flowing off down through the Coulee chasm. Many
rounded boulders are here found in the soil, and great
rocks of large sizt, which could only have been trans
ported by the agency of ice. To the north of this mid
dle pass the bottom is quite level; it has some <piings
and small ponds and can be traveled without difficulty.
It is in some places nearly four miles wide. The south
ern portion is very narrow, and the bottom is filled with
a S'tlccession of lakes, the northern ones being of clear,
white, sweet water filled with fish; toward the south
the lakes become more and more strongly impregnated
with alkali, until the one at the end of the coulee is of
the most detestable, unpalatable nature. At its junc
ture with the Columbia the Coulee is croS'Sed by a very
bad wagon road, and a trail crosses it about S'even
miles from the Columbia. The only other place where
it can be crossed is at the middle pass mentioned above.

I first called attention to this middle pass in 1879,
and located a wagon road acros. it in 1880. It is the
only place where, by any means, the Coulee can be
crossed by a railroad from the Columbia to its end
near Moses Lake. The southern portion of the Coulee
from this point cannot be crossed or traversed owing to
the lakes and steep wall.. To the west of the Grand
Coulee there is another running nearly parallel with it,
known as Moses, or Little Coulee. This has a number
of springs and much good land in it. The land between
the two coulees is mostly rich and covered with bunch
gras.. This Moses Coulee comes to an abrupt end,
enclosing a little' lake. Foster Creek, with its many
branches and fertile soil lies to the north. Many springs
and little lakes exist throughout this portion of the sec
tion under discuS'sion. There is every inducement in
the way of natural advantages for thousands of settlers
in this portion of the country. West of Moses Coulee
there is a considerable area of timber land, and the vege
tation indicates a rich soil, but water is not plentiful.
It may be obtained by digging, but this has not been
tried. In the southwestern portion of this section lies
Badger Mountain. This could only be called a moun
tain in a country as flat as the Great Plain, and does
not deserve the name. It i. a long, rolling divide, whose
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This last one of the four sections which I have been
considering. C3n be dismissed with a few words, and
those almost entirely of condemnation. It is a desert,
pure and simple, an almost waterless, lifeless, desert.
A iew cattle exist along. the Columbia, where they can
reach the river for v,rater, and some mOTe along the
lower Crab Creek below Moses Lake. Thi< section is
much lower than the remainder of the Great Plain and
evidently was a lake for hundreds of yea"rs, forming

sides are cut by gul1ies, in many of which springs are
to be found. The soil of this mountain appears to be
exceedingly rich and, indeed, if I were asked to name
the richest, most fertile area in the whole Columbia
hasin, I know of none that I would name before Badger
Mountain. The vegetation is indicative of it< fertility,
being, besides bunch grass, rose bushes, choke-cherry
bushes, willows, etc., all growing thick and strong. The
<:ountry is well watered and will in time have an easy
outlet by the Columbia river, an<! deserves the attention
of C\'erybody ha,-ing the great transportation and other
interests of the country in hand.

The following clipping taken from the Columbio
Daily ChrOJ.iclc, published at Dayton, Washington, of
April 2, 1884, voices the poor opinion held by some
people concerning the value of the Big Bend soil in the
earlier days of settlement:

"Thomas Smith, of this place, returned from the
Badger Mountain country yesterday, bringing with him
a <ample of the soil. It is of very poor quality and of
a yellowish cast, full of dry lumps and alkali. Mr.
Smith thinks he does not want any of it for farming
purposes. He reports that the section of the country
which goes by the name of Badger Mountain is a level
plateau, or elevated table land, covered with a low
growth of sage brush with some bunch gra... It might
do for a summer range for stock, but for farms will
likely prove a disappointment. l t is situated in the
'Big Bend' of the Columbia. and is, no doubt, greatly
o,-errated, though it is settling up quite fast."

Throughout thi< section of the Great Plain lies
about 2,(X)() to 2,500 feet above the river level, and it is
extremely difficult to get from one to the other. West
of the Grand Coulee, the only practicable railroad route
to the Columbia, that I am sure of, is by way of Foster
Creek. By this route an excellent grade can be made
to the river. It is possible that by way of IIIoses Coulee,
or the southern side of Badger Mountain, an easy way
to the river may be discovered. The commercial center
of this sectiollJ will probably be somewhere in the vicin

ity of the middle pass of Grand Coulee. Another, and
greater center will be located near the mouth of the
Okinakane.

Speaking of the Moses Lake,
scribes it, thel "desert" section,

Symons said:

or as he de
Lieutenant

deposits several hundred feet in thickness d .
. ,an which

are plamly shown at the White Bluffs and C b
C . . ra Creek

oulee. A large portIOn IS covered with bo ld.. u ers em~
bedded m a 100«, hght, ashy soil; other po~:

d . h d 'f . d ,uons arecovere Wit T1 tmg san s, and, taken all i II"
. na,ltlS

a desolatIOn where even the most hopeful can fi d
. . . f n noth-
109 In Its utuTe prospects to cheer.

Crab creek sinks soon after receiving the twa ers of
Wilson creek and rises just 3Qove Moses Lak

h · h' . h I f e, ofw IC It IS t e on y eeder. At this point the w t .
. aerlS

passably good to drink. Moses Lake i,' stagnant, alka_
line and unfit for any use. At its lower end are great
sand dune< and sandy wastes. The water seeps throu h
the sand and rises "again a few miles to the south a~d
flows southwesterly to Saddle Mountain, where it is
turned to the west, sinking and rising several times. I
do not thing that now it ever reaches the Columbia.
Below Moses Lake the creek water is alkaline, filled
with organic matter and unpalatable.

The first survey ~f- western Spokane, now
Douglas county, was made in 1880. Anticipat
ing the intention of the government to obtain
a survey of the country, a party of surveyors
in 1880 made a private survey, but contrary
to expectation of the surveyors their survey
was not accepted. During the years 1880-81
and 1882 Mr. J. M. Snow was engaged as sur
veyor in surveying the modern Douglas counly.
There was no settlement in this part of the
country at that time, but during his work here
Mr. Snow decided that this was the best agri·
cultural region in the territory open to settle
ment. \i\Tith a view to the probable rapid de
velopment of this region Mr. Snow, in the sum
mer of 1885, made settlement on a homestead
near the present town of Waterville, and be
came an honored citizen of the connty, being

elected Territorial councilman in 1888. The
survey made by Snow and others resulted in
some changes from the former one. This sur
vey was accepted by the government, but .It
was not until 1888 that settlers could obtam
title owing to delays of the Department at
Washington. Prior to this date setilers held
land simply by "squatter's rights" Although
they were squatters the land had been surveyed

. I h roval of theand the sur.vey awaited on y t e app
government, and the settlers had no difficulty

when the official survey was accepted.
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The Columbia, the greatest river of the

. t I'S one of the most remarkable streams inwes J

the ,,·orld. Situated, as it is, hundreds of feet
below the level of the surrounding country, it
can be reached only in places where deep can-
ons lead down to the river. The upper. Colum

ria is broken by rapids and eddies and is very
treacherous. It is fitting that that part of the
Columbia which makes the boundaries of the
Big Bend country should be c'onsidered at some

length.
The Columbia l'iver was first called the

Oregon, from the mention of the name by Car
ver. In I S75 it was called Assumption Inlet,
b\' Heceta. In the charts of his voyage, soon

•

after published, it was called Ensenada de
Heceta, and Rio de San Roque. In 1789 it
was called Deception Bay, by Meares.

It was in 1792 tj'Jat Gray called it the Col
umbia. Captain Clarke asserts that in lSoS
the Indians called it the Shocatilcum, and an
other tribe called it Chockalilum, both being
the same name differently pronounced, in all
probability. This Indian name is, quite prob
ably, Waterfriend, of Friendly Water. In the
Chinook language, Chuck signifies water, and
tillicum, friend. Hence the name Chuck-tilli
cum, or. Shocatilcum.

During the months of September and Octo
ber, 1881, Lieutenant Thomas Symons, corps
of engineers, Chief Engineer Department of the
Columbia, and Alfred Downing, Topograph
~cal Assistant United States Army, accompan
Ied by five Indians, made a trip of exploration
down the Columbia river from Fort Colville
to the mouth of Snake river. Of the prepara
~Ions for this perilous trip Lieutenant Symons,
111 his report to the chief engineer, says:

R' I Was fortunate enough to procure from John
lCkey, a settler and trader, who lives at the Grand

Rapids, a strongly built bateau, and had his assimoce
In selecting . .b a crew of Indians for the Journey. The
ateau was ab h" .th out t Irty feet long, four feet Wlde at
e gunwales d f ... an 111'0 eel deep and IS as small a boatas th .

e voyage should ever be attempted in if it is con-
templated t '

o go through all the rapids. My first look-

out had been to secure the services of "Old Pierre
AgaTe" as steersman, and I had to carryon negotiations
with him for several days before he finally consented
to go. Old Pierre is the only one of the ancient Hud
son's Bay Company's Iroquois voyageurs now left who
knows the river thoroughly at all stages of water from
Colville to its mouth. In the palmy days of the fur
traders he came with them from Canada, and made
many voyages down and up the Columbia, married and
settled at Colville, and now has a large family of chil
dren, grandchildren. and great-grandchildren about him.
The old man is seventy year> of age, and hale and
hearty, although his eyesight is somewhat defective,
which is almost a certain accompainment of old age

•
with an Il1'l!ian.

The other Indians engaged were Pen-waw, Big
Pierre, Little Pierre and Joseph. They had never made
the trip all the way down the river, and their minds
were full of the dangers and terrors of the great rapids
below. It was a long time before we could prevail
upon them to go, by promising them a high price and
stipulating for their return by rail and stage. Old
Pierre and John Rickey labored and talked with them
long and faithfully to gain their consent, and I am sure
that they started off with as many misgivings about get
ting safely through as we had who had to trust our
lives to their "kill, premptness and obedience. When
all was ready we entered the boat and took our sta
tions, Old Pierre in the stem at the steering oar; next
our baggage, upon which I took my station; then came
the four Indian oarsmen and ill< the bow Mr. Down
ing, topographical assistant. Mr. Downing and myself
worked independently in getting as thorough knowl
edge of the river as possible, he taking the courses with
a prismatic compass, and estimating distances by the
eye, and sketching in the topographical features of the
adjoining country, while I, also, estimated the distance
to marked points and paid particular attention to the
bed of the river, souuding whenever there were indica
tions of shallowness.

The party safely made the trip to the mouth
of the Spokane river. The following extracts
from Symons report of the trip from the latter
point to the mouth of the Snake river, estimated
a distance of 3090 miles, describes that por
tion of the Columbia which bounds the Big
Bend country.

Having finished work about Camp Spokane on
October 3, at II :45 a. m., we pushed out from the
Spokane river aoo took our course down the Columbia.
At 12:15 we had run the five miles to the mouth of
Hawk Creek, and the ranch and trading po.st of Will
iam Covington, generally known as "Virginia Bill."
Hawk Creek heads at Cottonwood Springs, on the old
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White Bluffs road. It is about 25 miles long and flows
for the greater part of the way through an extremely
deep and precipitous canyon. "Virginia Bill" has con
structed a wagon road from the great plain near Cot
tonwood Springs' to his ranch, which is an excellent
road and the best way to reach the Columbia from the
upper plain with which I am acquainted. There is an'
easy grade and a firm soil all the way, and I believe
a practicable railroad route could be laid out to the
river in the vicinity of this road. The river betwc-en
the Spokane and Hawk Creek is very swift and strong,
the current running from six to eight miles an hour.

A couple of miles further on we passed the mouth
of Welch creek, so named from a settler on its banks in
the valley about four or five miles from the river. Some
of the prettiest country in the world is situated upon
Welch Creek and its branches. There are beautiful
little \'alleys nestled in among the rolling timbered hills,
and beyond, up on the Great Plain, mile after mile of
bunch grass covered gently sloping prairie. The river
now becomes very deeply encanyoned with steep, rocky,
and in some cases, perpendicular, bluffs, on one or both
sides. The canyon is in many places very beautiful;
the rocks composing the bluffs are many colored, black,
brown, pink and white, and have many patches of bright
red and yellow moss. To this must be added the green
of the trees of which all shades, from the darkest to the
brightest appear, the bright autumnal tints of the
brushes and beyond, above, and about all, the old gold,
of the withered bunch grass shining in the sunlight.
The rocks take all imaginable forms, showing up as
pinnacles', terraces, perpendicular bluffs, devils' slides,
and giants' causeways, the whole forming one of the
grandest, most beautiful sights in the universe. The
material of which the rock is composed is all, apparent
ly, of igneous origin, trachyte and basalt. With this,
especially on the north s'ide of the river, there is a
great deal of volcanic tufa in a more or less friable
condition.

About eight miles further on we come to the
\Vhitestone, a noted landmark, consisting of a gigantic
grayish white rock, 500 feet high, standing perpendicu
larly up from the water, on the left bank of the river,
and being partially detached from the rocks to the rear.
It is split down the middle by some great convulsion.
The Indians have a legend concerning this rock of
which the skunk is the hero. It would seem that in the
long ago a skunk, a coyote, and a ratlesnake each had
a farm on the top of the Whitestone. These were the'
days before the skunk was as odorous as he is now,
but was esteemed a good fellow and pleasant compan
ion by other animals. As in some other small communi
ties jealousies, dissensions and intrigues arose in this
one, The result was that the coyote and rattlesnake
took a mean advantage of the skunk one night when he
was asleep, and threw him off the rock away down into
the river. He was not drowned, however, but floated
on and on. far away to the south and west. until he

came to t1J.e mouth of the river where liv d
· . . . e a great med
Icme man and magIcIan. To him the k k -

s un ap I' d
and was fitted out with an apparatus \varr t d p"· . . ane to .
Immu111ty from, and conquest over all e . glVe

. . ' nemles. Back
he Journeyed along the rtver to his old h'
h . d orne, where

e arnve , much to the surprise of the rattl k
esna e and

coyote, and commenced to make it so unp!
. . easant for

them WJlh hIS pungent perfumerv apparatlls th 'f.. ~., egltof
the magIcIan, that they S'Oon left him in undisp t d. . tle ~s.

sessIOn of hIS rocky home, which he has rn . t '
• • alO amed

ever smce.

Opposite the Whitestone COmes in "'hl't t. . n esone
creek from the north. Near here we came to t d· a ra.
mg post on' the. left bank of the stream, occupied by a
man named Friedlander, who carries on quite a trade
with the Indians and Chinamen along the river. He
reaches his place by a wagon road frorn the Great
Plain above. He informed me that it was an excellent
road and one of the best ways of getting to the river
that there is. We remained with him until 3:10, in
quiring about the country, the Indians, etc., and at a
distance of two miles from his place we reached Hell
Gate. At the head of the rapids a great jutting point
sticks out from the left bank narrowing the channel;
below this, in the middle of the river, is a great rock
island, with the channel to the left; below and nearer
the right bank are two other rock islands. These islands
form a partial dam to the water and cause rapids which
commence between the jutting point and the first great
island and cominue for a considerable distance below
the last rock island. The channel is very crooked.
Although a bad place it seems to me that a good steamer
would easily ascend the rapids and go through if the
proper course was taken. This course, I should sa)',
would be to hug the north bank until nearly to the is
lands, then cross over the south bank and steam well
up to the jutting point of rocks, and then cross over be
tween this jutting point and the first islands, and then
around the jutting point. The only danger that a
steamer would encounter coming down would be that
something might happen to the steering gear. During
a high stage of water the jutting point mentioned above
becomes an island, and the currents are changed, and
it probably would be a much worse place to go through
than during low and medium stages.

Three miles below we passed the mouth of the Sans
Pail river. This comes in from the north, rising in Ihe
mountains nearly due west of Kettle Falls, and flows
through a region in which there is much good farmmg
land. This word has been variously spelled but the
above I believe is correct, as it seems to be a French
name applied to the Indians I'ving along its bank~ on

. . h t s of their hair.account either of the scarclty or s or nes., oor
and beard, or from the fact that they were very P ld

I d Old Pierre toand had no furs to sell to t 1e tra ers,
me that the latter was the origin of the word. .

. I went Into
After passing through two rtpp es we .

k Immense
camn at .d. :10 n. m .. on the left ban near an
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Without going more fully into the details
of this rather uneventful trip down the Colum
bia made by Lieutenant Symons, it is sufficient
to say that the journey was successfully accom
plished and the mouth of Snake river :eached
Sunday mor.ning, October 9th. WhIle thIs
portion of our history might, naturally come
under the head of "descriptive," it is historical,
in fact, because it describes the existing condi
tions of Douglas county and the Columbia river

in I88!.
For a few years Philip McEntee and the

l"rquharts were the only white men who lived
in eastern Douglas county. In 1880 a man
named Bibi had a bunch of cattle in the Wilson
Creek country, but in 1883 he sold his stock
to George Popple. In 1882 Dan Paul came to
the country and raised stock. He recognized
the possibilities of the coulee and settled down
to await for the incoming of settlers. :When
they came his honesty and personality won their
warmest respect an~ in 1896 he was elected
senator in which position he served until 1900.
Others who dated their settlement in this part
of the county in 1883 were John O·Flaherty,
Charles Yungck, P. ]. Young, Anthony Rusho,
Frank Rusho, F. H. Bosworth and Frank Day.
In the extreme eastern portion of Douglas
county among the very first settlers were Kerby
and Sherlock, who in the fall of 1882 did their
first work toward establishing their residences
a few miles southwest of what is known as the
California settlement, which is just over the
line in Lincoln county, both Douglas and Lin
coln counties then being part of Spokane coun
ty. These were immediately followed by James
Fulton, James Heathman, John O"Niel, Will
Iam Scully, Edward Schrock, James Schrock,
James Jump and eight or ten others.

In 1883 a few more settlers came to the
coulee .

portIon of the country, among them
John R. Lewis, who arrived in the spring of

84

. which came 'pouring out
'pnng . Th'
6ft)' feet above the fiver. IS

t three and one-half miles.twen y-

from the rocks about
day we made about

that year. From Mr. Lewis we learn that when
he came there were in the whole of eastern
Douglas county the following people: Jack
Harding, near Steamboat Rock, Philip Mc
Entee, where Coulee City now stands, Dan
Paul, Tony Richardson, George and Donald'
Urquhart, George Popple and "Bub" Duffield,
in the Wilson Creek country. These men were
all stock men and the thought that crops could
be raised in this soil nel'er entered their heads.

An interesting item in the history of Doug
las county during the year 1883 was the prairie
fire which took place the latter part of June.
Stockmen who lived in the country at that time
tell us that the prairie country east of Grand
Coulee was covered with a rich growth of
grass, such as was nel·er seen after that time.
The fire was originated by Indians in the coulee.
It got beyond their control and before the
flames could be checked the entire territory east
of the coulee as far as where Almira no,v stands
was burned over. The few stock raisers in the
country turned out, fought the fierce flames,
and finally succeeded in stopping their ra,·ages.
No damage was done except to the grass. A
prairie fire in June may appear peculiar in the
east, but those who took an active part in sub
jugating these flames say that the grass burned
like dry hay.

It was also in 1883 that the pioneers of
Douglas county passed through the incipient
stages of an Indian scare. The population of
the entir.e territory now embraced in Douglas
county would not much exceed one hundred.
The Indians did not take kindly to the arrival
of the few stockmen \\"ho came in 1883 and for
a time it looked as though there would be seri
ous trouble. A few became alarmed and bury
ing what treasure they had moved to Sprague
until the trouble should have blown over. Fi ve
hundred soldiers were sent to the threatened
district and during the summer of 1883 they
were stationed on Foster Creek, near the pres
ent si te of Bridgeport. These troops held the
hostile Indians in check and no outrages were
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committed. The supression of the contempla
ted outbreak was assisted by the report of Chief
Moses who returned from his trip to \Vash
ington, D. C, about this time. The Indians
of this yicinity did not realize the strength of
the "'hites in numbers, and believed that the
white race consisted of the people with whom
they came in contact, or of whom they had
heard from the tribes in the vicinity. Chief
l'vloses on his trip was compelled to realize the
overwhelming numbers of the whites, and his
report to his follo\\'ers is said to haye been sen
sational. His people were mobilized on the
banks of the Columbia ri\·er. Seizing a hand
ful of sand he exhibited it to the brayes and
said:

"Siwashes." Then waying his arm in the
direction of the mountains, he continued:
"Boston men 1"

The hint was taken, and upon the adyice
of Moses the threatened outbreak was quelled
before the Indians were made to feel the power
of .the whites, \vhich were as mountains to a
handful of sand in comparison with the red
men.

So far we ha\'e spoken only of the settlers
of eastern Douglas county, or that portion lying
east of the Grand Coulee. \Ve have found that
while, practically, the first settlers came in 1883,
ther.e were a fe,,' stockmen in the county prior
to that time.

In that portion of the county west of the
Grand Coulee we find that before 1883 there
had never been a white settler. To Mr. Platt
Corbaley belongs the distinguished honor of
being the first to locate west of the coulees. He
came in April. 1883. and took up his residence
just north of Badger Mountain, and only a
couple of miles southwest of the present town
of \Vaten·ille. \Vith Mr. Corbalev were his-
wife and wife's mother, Mrs. Mary Jefferson.
An interesting bit of historical data is a list of
names \\'fitten by F. M. Alexander in Decem

ber. t883, the li~t being a census of those who 'I
passed the \dnter of 1883-4 in the Badger

Mountain country. Being taken at th .
. . e tIme
It IS, undoubtedly.. correct and in a. '

. 'nv case
more reltable than if the list wer.e prepa :, f. . reu ram
memory at thiS late day. The names are:

Platt Corbaley, Helen Corbaley Ie! C, a or-
baley, (one year old),.Mrs. Jefferson Al p', ler·
pont, O. H. Kimball, Peter Bracken Joh B- , n an-
neck, Hector Patterson, Ferring, Charles F .
ring, Benjamin Ackers, F. M. Alexander H:;.
bert Corson, \ViIIiam Gould, Henry C~lkins
Captain H. A. Miles, J. W. Stephens, Rober;
Halfhill, W. R. Wilson, Ed Hall, Major E. D.
~ash, Arch Borrowman, George Kneever, wife
and two children, Mr. Cooper, Davie! Ford
Smith Hardin, John Buzzard, Morris Buzzard'
Thomas Paine, wife (now Mrs. Akers), Joh~
Paine, James Melvin, A. E. Comell, Sam
McCoy, Peter Scott, James CU1ll1ingham, Me.
Arthur, wife and two children, Burton, wife
and three children, D. J. Titchenal, Louis Tit.
chenal, Frank Greene, Frank Kaufman, J.
Crawford, Howard Honor, Walter Mann,
\Vright and family of nine, Taylor and wife.

In addition to these Mr. Alexander append·
ed a list of those who were 1n the country duro
the summer, and fall, but who went out to spend
the winter. These were: H. N. Wilcox, Will·
iam Walters, Isaiah Brown, William Mitchell,
J. W. Adams, Hadley Barnhart, and Dickey.
This census which, practically, 'represented the
whole of the western portion of what is now
Douglas county, shows a population at that
time of less than eighty people.

That year will be remembered by all those
pioneers as one of pri vation and hardship. It
was these people WHO demonstrated that the
country beyond the coulees was susceptible of
supporting a population. It was this handful
of early settlers that laid the foundations of
society, morality and commercialism upon

which others builded.
, . that

It was the timber on Badger Mountall1
encouraged the brave pioneers to attempt the
experiment of trying to build homes in western

. ed' s task toDouglas county. But It was a t 1011
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he\r out timber and haul it miles for houses.
Consequently Nash & Stephens undertook the
bold enterpr,ise of hauling in a saw mill and lo
cating it on Badger Mountain in 1883. As a
business investment the enterpnse was a fal!
ure. The cost of keeping up repairs, freight
ing in provisions and horse feed exceeded the
receipts for lumber. Settlers were glad of an
opportunity to work, and many secured the
lumber for their buildings by exchanging

work at the mill.
J. H. Christianson was one of the 1883 se~

tiers in Douglas county, taking up his residence
in Moses Coulee. In a recent interview Mr.

Christianson said:
"Great changes have taken place; in the

county since I located here in 1883. At that
•

time Waterville was not on the map. but we
came to Okanogan City instead. In driving
from my place in the coulee to that town there
was not a single fence or road to guide travel
ers. The only landmarks were distant buttes.. ,

I was a bachelor the first few years of my resi-
dence in Moses Coulee and it is unnecessarv to-
say that I found it a lonely life. Many is the
time that if I could have conveniently arranged
it I would have deserted the country. But now
I am not sorry that I remained."

The first white child born in Douglas coun
ty was Nellie Rusho, born November 24, r883,
the daughter of Frank and Magdalene Rusho.

It was in r883 that the first religious serv
ices were held in Douglas county. Rev. Charles
Yungck, who settled in eastern Douglas county
that year, began holding services in German at
his house upon his arrival and for many, years
thereafter held services regular!y every week.
West of the Grand Coulee the first religious
service was held at Mr: Shannon's house and
Conducted by Elder Richard Corbalev on May
8 8 .

, I 84. There were present about twenty-
five people.

p' .
loneers 01 the Badger Mountain country

tell us that at quite on early date, presumably
1)1 the fall of r883 or spring of 1884, a small

store was located about one and one-half miles
south of the present site of VIraterville on what
is now known as the \Villiam Fitch place. It
was continued until r887, \vhen the enterprise
was abandoned. This store was conducted by
\V. S. Crouch. Only a small stock of goods
was carried.

The bill creating the county of Douglas was
approved by the governor !\ovember 28, 1883.
\Ve shall now discuss the conditions of the
county on this date and the causes that led to
the formation of the county.

At the time of the-Organization of the coun
ty the population was small, different authori
ties placing the number at figures ranging from
50 to 150. R. S. Steiner, who arrived in the
county in the spring of r884 places the number
at about 50, ,,-hile ex-Sheriff S. C. Robins, who
arrived at the same time says, possibly 60.
Others estimated the number from roo to r 50.
From the list of names of persons who passed
the winter of r883-4 in western Douglas coun
ty, prepared by F. M. Alexander, we find that
he has nearly eighty names of men, women and
children in that portion of the county. There
certainly were not that many in the eastern
part of the county, but we believe there were
enough to bring the total to something over
roo.

On the date the govemor signed the bill
authorizing the creation of the county it con
tained but one town. This was Okanogan,
which had been platted for the express purpose
of having a place to designate as the county
seat. This to'wn consisted of one tent, a,nd the
sole inhabitant \vas \Valter Mann, who had
undertaken to "hold down" the site. There
was not a store, postoffice, saloon, or black
smith shop, a railway train or a stage line in
the whole territory to be subsequently known
as Douglas county, a territory as large as the
state of Connecticut.

In a pre\-ious chapter the different county
formations and divisions of eastern Washing
ton have been traced from the aet of r846, au-
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thorizing the creation of \Valla Walla county,
to 1883, when Spokane county was divided,
the western portion becoming Lincoln and
Douglas counties. \;Ve find at the 1883 ses
sion of the \Vashington Territorial Legislature
that the territory which now embraces Lincoln
and Douglas counties ,vas cut off from Spo
kane county and given the name of Lincoln
county. But before the session adjourned the
western portion of Lincoln was cut off and
authority given for the orgallization of a new
county to be known as Douglas. The question
naturally arose, "\Vhy?" Under what kind of
a spell were the Washington legislators brought
that they should authorize the creation of a
county containing, say, only 100 inhabitants,
counting men, women and children?

The answer in three worels is, "J. \Y.
Adams." It was through the influence of J.
"V. Adams that the county of Douglas was
formed; that Okanogan was named as the coun
ty seat, and that several other things connected
with the early history of the county occurred.
Mr. Adams was a professional townsite boomer
from Kansas. He was a man with a knack
of doing things, and having affairs go his way
politically whenever they jumped with his
plans. :Mr. Adams came to the Territory of
Washington and was pleased with the country.
The legislature which was in session at the time
appeared to him to have gone mad on county
division schemes. He conceived the idea of
having a county all his own formed. He asso
ciated with him \Valter Mann, and H. A. Mey
ers under the firm name of Adams, Mann &
Company, and having placed script on land in
the western part of the proposed county, six
miles east of the present town of \Vaterville,
the company platted the townsite of Okanogan.
Of this firm Mr. Adams was the prime mover
-the mainspring of the combination. He re
mained in the county until the autumn of 1886,
when, his plans having failed, he left the coun
try. \Valter Mann remained in the county and
became a respected and influential citizen,

leaving only a few years ago to take up h' ,
IS resi_

dence on the Sound. Mr, MeY'ers was ., . a resi-
dent of IllmOls and although he was na ed

fh " PJas
one 0 t e commISSIOners of the new COunlY
and was present at the first meeting he -

. ' was
never a reSIdent of the Territory.

Following is the organic act which Mr.
Adams and his associates succeeded in having
passed by the legislature:

"An Act to organize the county of Doug
las.

"Sec. 1, Be it enacted by the Legislative
Assembly of the Territory of Washington:
That all that portion of the county of Lincoln
described as follows, towit: Beginning at the
point where the Columbia guide meridian in
tersects the Columbia river on the northern
boundary of Lincoln county; and thence run
ning south on said Columbia guide meridian to
the township line between townships Nos. 16
and 17; thence running west on said township
line to the range line between ranges 27 and 28;

thence south on said range line to the section
line between sections 24 and 25 iIi township 14,

north; range 27 east; thence ,rest on said sec
tion line to the mid-channel of the Columbia
river, thence up said channel of said river to
the place of beginning, shall be known and
designated as the county of Douglas.

"Sec. 2. That J. W. Adams, H. A. Mey
ers and P. M. Corbaley are hereby appointed
commissioners of said county of Douglas.

"Sec. 3. The county commissioners above
named are hereby authorized within ninety
days after the approval of this act. and upo~ ten
days notice by said commissioners, to meet at
the county seat of said county, to qualify and
enter upon the duties of their office; and the
said commissioners al'e hereby authorized and
empowered to appoint all county officers, 111

eluding a county attorney and justices of the
peace and constables and all precinct officers.
And said county commissioners, and the county

and precinct officers, so appointed by ~em,
shall hold their offices and discharge theIT du-
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ties therefore until the next general election,
and until their. successors are elected and quali
fied. And the said county and precinct officers
shall receive for their services the same fees as
are provided by the statutes of Washington

Territory for other counties.
"Sec. 4. The county seat of the county of

Douglas is hereby located at the town of Okan
ogan, until the next general election, at which
time the pennanent location of the county seat
shall be submitted to the qualified electors of
said county, and the place receiving a majority
of all votes cast at said election shall be the

•
county seat of said county.

"Sec. 5. The county of Douglas shall be
attached to the county of Lincoln for legisla
tive and judicial purposes until otherwise pro
vided bv law. .-"Sec. 6. All acts and parts of acts in con-
flict with this act are hereby repealed.

"Sec. 7. This act shall take effect from
and after its passage and approval.

"Approved November 28, 1883."
February 28, 1884, Colonel H. A. Meyers,

and Captain J. W. Adams, two of the commis
sioners named in the act creating the county,
met at Okanogan, which had been named as the
temporary county seat. It is doubtful if the
initial meeting of any law-making body was'
ever held under more, inauspicuous circum~

stances. Okanogan, the county seat was a
platted town. Here, in a tent, since the pre
ceding fall, had lived \iIIalter Mann who was
"holding down" the location. This tent was
the only "building" in the town, and in jt the
first session of the board of commissioners of
Douglas county was held. P. M. Corbaley,
the other '." COmmISSIoner, was not present at the
m~tmg which was adjourned without trans-
actmg any bu . th . .smess, e two commISSIoners
awaiting th . If'e arr.tva 0 theIr colleague. On the
29th all three of the members were present and
the orO'a' .
f " lllzatlOn of Douglas county was per-
eclted. The board appointed the countv offi-

Cias r -
, a ist of whom will be found in the poli-

tical chapter devoted to Douglas county. The
commissioners' journal in reporting this initial
meeting of the Douglas county board states that
Colonel Meyers was elected chairman, but his
removal from the county created a vacancy. His
place was filled by the appointment of David
Soper at the succeeding meeting of the board,
which was not held until September 6th. At
that time J. W. Adams was elected chairman
which position he continued to hold until the
beginning of 1885.

The formation of the county government
created a "boom" in the vicinity of the place
named as the county seat, and it was a wild
one. The entire country contiguous to the
scanty settlement was staked solid. Okanogan
City was to be a metropolis. Literature de
scribing the resources of the country was scat
tered broadcast. One circular contained the
statement that every quarter-section of land
had at least one good spring and that there was
living water all over the country. But this
water was a myth. \illhen it was discovered,
with dismay, that water could not be procured
in this vicinity the locators drifted to other sec
tions of the county where it could be found and
not one claim in ten was proved up by the ori
ginal locators.

As the town of Okanogan was the only one
in the county at this time, and as the history of
the county was centered here for the next few
years, we shall give a short sketch of the place
which Adams, Mann & Company tried so hard
to convert into a city. The townsite was platted
in the autumn of 1883. Then Mr. Manri
erected his tent and there passed the winter.
But in the spring of 1884 more permanent im
provements were made at the county seat. It
was in April that Mr. B. L. Martin was in
duced to cast his lot in the new city. At that
•

period he completed a store building 24x36
feet, the first edifice in town, and this he stocked
with goods. While Okanogan remained the
county seat this building was used as a court
house and Mr. Martin was made auditor. It
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was during the summer or fall of the same year
that the second building was er;ected. This was
a hotel and is said to have been a first-class
hostelry, all things considered. About the same
time Mr. Mann erected a dwelling house. One
or two other residences were put up and these
completed the town of Okanogan. It was not
until the fall of 1884 that a postoffice was se
cured for the county seat. B. L. Martin was
appointed postmaster. Prior to that time mail
for Douglas county residents was secur,ed by
way of Spokane Falls and it was brought in
quite irregularly by freighters who occasion
ally made trips to the Falls city for supplies.
For this service settlers paid thirty-five cents a
letter.

Okanogan continued to hold a place on the
map until the spring of 1887, when, losing
the county seat, it lost its identity as a town.
B. L. Martin closed his store and he, Walter.
Mann and F. H. Bosworth, the only bona fide
residents of the place sought other localities.
With one exception all the buildings were sold
to ranchers living in the vicinity, who utilized
them for farm buildings. The one exception
was the residence of Walter Mann which re
mained to mark the spot where once was Okan
ogan until a few years ago, when Mr. Mann
moved it to \\Tater.ville and used the material
in the construction of a new home. The down
fall of Okanogan was entirely due to lack of
water. \\Then J. W. Adams and his associates
came to western Spokane county and like Cecil
Rhodes, started in to "build an empire," they
neglected to ascertain if water could be pro
cured. It was a fatal mistake. Only after the
script had been placed on the land, the townsite
platted and the "town" designated as the cOlmty
seat was an effort made to secure water. Then
to the chagrin of these boomers was it found
that water was not easy to obtain. One or. two
holes had been dug to a depth of 60 or 80
feet but not a sign of water was discovered.
Affairs looked desperate. In the summer of
1885 a last and thorough attempt was made to

secure water. A well-drilling mac!l'lne was
brought in by Jack Lockwood and throu I. g lout
the summer thlS was at work in Okanogan, A
hole 285 feet deep was the result and no' t

\Va er
From that time on Okanogan was doomed:
Where ~efore settlers were pouring into the
country 111 response to the glowing accounts of
the country as advertised by Adams, Mann &
Company, they now would come, gaze down
into the earth 285 feet, and then leave the COun
try. Prospective settlers who came to the 1'1

cinity of Okanogan with the expectation of
finding things as advertised, were led to believe
th:rt the whole country was in the same pre
dicament and many did not stop to investigate
in other, portions of the county, but immediately

•
pulled out, and doubtless gave Douglas countv

•
considerable free advertising as the result of
their trip. One of the stories these disappoint
ed homeseekers would tell in all seriousness
was to the effect that it was a customary sight
to see posted on the doors of settlers' cabins,
the sign: "Gone for water; will be back in a
week."

The year 1884 did not witness many excit
ing events in Douglas county. A number of
new settlers came most of whom located in the
Badger, Mountain country. It was during this
year that the first postoffice in the county was
established. It was at Platt Corbalev's house,•

I near the foot of Badger Mountain, It was
called Badger postoffice and Mr. Corbaley
was postmaster. The first mail route into
Douglas county was opened in 1884, Badger
postoffice being the western terminus, and
Brents an office in western Lincoln county the,
eastern terminus.

The first death to occur in the county was
that of Harvey Day, living east of Grand Cou-

lee, June 26, 1884. ,
, - ld'

March 15, 1888, the Big Bend Emplre,a '
"Rev. Richard Corbaley returned from Spa-

h d sed thekane a few days ago where he a pas
. 11 Tuesday.wmter. He made us a pleasant ca

. 'f dus that
During the conversatlOl1 he 111 or;me
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ducted the first religious service, preached
he con .
th first funeral sermon and marned the first

e Ie in Douglas county-in 1884. Some-coup .
time in the misty future the searcher of hIstor-
ical reminiscences will come across this item
which will contribute to the pages of Dogulas

county historical lore."
, It will be remembered that the act creating

Douglas county provided for the temporary lo
cation of the county seat at Okanogan, and that
at the next general elec~ion the qualified elec
tors should decide where the permanent county
capital should be located. The failure of the
Okanogan crowd to make good, in the matter,
of water, led to the establishment of another
town in the Badger Mountain country, which
should become a candidate for the county seat.
This was at the November election of 1884.
This town was named Nashland, in honor of
Major E. D. Nash, one of the pioneers of the
county. Mr. Nash during the early days was
engaged in freighting goods from Spokane
Falls to the Badger Mountain country. At
this period he was financially embarrassed and
was often compelled to borrow money with
which to make"the trip. Occasionally he would
purchase some of the necessities of life on his
own account and dispose of them to the settlers,
making a fair profit on each lot. It was in the
autumn of 1884 that Mr. Nash built a small
building near Me Platt Corbaley's place (which
building still stands), and established a store.
Thus Mr. Nash becomes distinguished as the
pioneer merchant of the Big Bend. Here he
laid the foundation for his future success as a
mer;chant. By fair dealing and accommoda-
f .
lOllS to hIS fellow pioneers he made, and re-

tamed, many friends.

The Badger postoffi~e was transferred from
Mr. Corbaley's house and Mr. Nash became
postmaster. This initial office of Douglas
~ounty continud to exist until April, 1890.
ynchronous with the· opening of Me Nash's

store a g tl. en enun named Huff started a black-
smIth sh M' .op near r. Nash's place of busmess.

It was here that the Badger Mountain settlers
decided to locate the permanent county· seat..
Accordingly Nashland was platted in the fall
of 1884, being the first townsite platted
in the county following its creation. It
was laid out October 27, 1884, by Lucian
B. Nash and Laura ~ash, his wife. The
townsite consisted of sixteen blocks. The
streets were First, Second, Third and
Fourth, and the avenues Jefferson, Curry,
Armstrong and Corbaley. The plat was not
filed for record until November 3, 1886, just
before the election for the removal of the county
seat. Nashland remained a townsite until Feb~

mary 4, 1889, when on petition of Platt Cor
baley, and others, is was ordered vacated by the
county commissioners.

The only contestants for the county seat
at this election were Okanogan and Nashland.
Data relating to this election is unobtainable.
The county r.ecords are silent upon the subj ecl.
But from' a number of residents of the county
at the time we learn that a lively contest was
waged and that Okanogan was successful by a
majority of one vote only. .

The very earliest pioneers of eastern Doug
las county devoted their whole energies to

stock growing, not believing that the soil would
produce a crop. John R. Lewis, in 1884, mere
ly in the nature of an experiment, sowed ten
acres of wheat, the seed of which he had pro
cured the preoeding year from east of Daven
port. Mr. Lewis' accoun t of the harvesting of
this, the first crop ever raised in Douglas coun
ty east of the Coulees, is interesting. Follow
ing the cutting of the grain he stacked it and
built a corral around the stack. Into this he
turned a small band of cayuses, and the thresh
ing of the grain was accomplished by the ani
mals treading upon it, which from time to time
was thrown to the ground from the stack in
small quantities. In course of time the entire

•
crop was thr,eshed. Then came the more diffi-
cult task of cleaning the grain. This was ac
complished by utilizing the wind, the grain



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

-
being spread out on a smooth surface, and after other "Thieves' Gulch." F. M. Alexand .

I klbo
' . . erlS

severa wee s a r It was perfectly clean and quoted m the Douglas County Press as f II .
d f . 0 OWS

rea y or market. Mr. Lewis disposed of the concernmg these settlements:
yield to settlers in the Voorhees country. That· "You have doubtless heard of 'SOur b
was the genesis. Thereafter others tried their Flat.' All the old timers know of't °T

ugh
. I. hIS

"prentice hands" at grain raising, at first on an name was applied to the settlement a. . round
exceedingly small scale, but it was demonstrat- \Vatervllle and was occasioned by the b hi

. . . Ke~
ed beyond a doubt that what had before been habIt 01 makmg the celebrated SOur dough
considered only a stock-raising country, would bread. We were the 'sour doughers' d'. . , an 10
certainly produce excellent crops of grain. Sub- retaliation the settlement on the mo t'. un am
sequently the flail came into use for threshing toward Tltchenal's was called 'Thieves' G I h'ue.
purposes; this was followed by horse-power, A. T. Greene, James Melvin, the Wilcox
threshers; then steam; and then came the grand Brothers, Colonel Cornell, vVilliam WaIters,
achievement of the present, the combination Buzzard Brothers, AI. Pierpont, Boise Broth-
han-ester and thresher. Truly, a wonderful ers, Smith Hardis, Sanford Hundley and my
advance from Mr. Lewis's cayuses. self were members of the 'sour dough' fra-

In 1885 a few more adventurers were added ternity. The first census taken showed seven
to the settlement in western Douglas county. teen single men and one single woman."
Among these were Judge J. M. Snow, the On of the pleasing incidents of early davs
Brownfield Brothers, O. Ruud, A. T. Greene, in Douglas county, a sharp contrast to the u~
Edwin Wallberg, T. N. Ogle, and W. H. An- eventful life led by the pioneers of this new
derson and some others. It was during the country, was a Fourth of July celebration held
summer of this year that the first marriage on Badger Mountain in 1885, The exercises
ceremony in Douglas county was performed. were held under the trees at Nash &
The contracting parties were Jesse \Vallace Stephens saw mill. R. S. Steiner was orator

•
and Jessie Soper. The ceremony was per- of the day, and he delivered a very able
formed by Elder Richard Corbaley. The year. address. There was vocal and instru
1885 also brought Jacob Bunger, a representa- mental music. One of the settlers possessed a
tive type of a prosperous German farmer. He little organ, whose strains accompanied the
settled near the old town of Okanogan. Mr. sweet voices of the singers. The singing of
Bunger was instrumental in attracting a colony Mrs. B. L. M~rtin was one of the pleasing
of German citizens, who settled near Okan- features of the days' entertainment. Follow
ogan, and formed one of the most thrifty set- ing the exercises the company dined, each one
tlements in eastern vVashington Territory in having brought lunch. This was, undoubtedly,
the early days. Nat James and the Ernst the most generally attended meeting el'er held
Brothers came in 1885. There are undoubted- in Douglas county up to date. Although the
ly others whose names should have been en- number present was estimated at less than 100,

mlled on the pages of early history of Douglas it is said that everyone living in western Dong
county. During this year the first death to las county was present. Two men were at Irork
occur west of the coulees was that of Thomas part of the day putting up hay, but a C0111

Jerdon, who pas!>ed away May 3d. Funeral mitlee waited on them, and later they made
services were held by Elder Corbaley. their appearance on the festive scene, thus mak-

There were two settlements in the Badger ing it unanimous.
Mountain country in the pioneer days. One The assessment rolls of Douglas county for

I . k . th count\',
was knolvn as "Sour Dough Flat," and the the year 1885, the first ta -en me,
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Thos. Burke & Sons ..............•....•....... 12 12

how that an even 239 residents were assessed.
~he number of acres of land in the county
represented on the rolls was 8,2S0, and of these
but 191 acres were improved. Of course the
bulk of the land had not yet been patented and
therefore was not assessable. The total cash
ralue of all the land assessed was placed at
$10,447.50 , and the~ash value of all improve
ments was $920.00. The aggregate cash value
of all personal property was $117,332 .80,
making a total valuation of all property as
sessed of $138,700.3°. The total amount of
taxes for the year amounted to $3,421.57. Fol
100ring is the list of all names appearing on the
rolls and the amount of taxes paid by each:

R. F. Duffield 8 32

John Ennis 53 45 •
Ole Erland""n .......•......................... I 20

6 05

6 54
25

25
4 52
3 61
3 22

9 50
9 50

17 30

17 01

48
61

J.E.Erwin · .. ···•·•·····

L. C. Gandy .

Thomas B. Fulton .
\Valter France ..........•.....................
D. H. Ford .
W. H. Greenburg , .. .. .. .. .. •. .. . . .

Gillispie & Snow .................•............

John Eddon .
Robert Fresher ......•.........................

J. E. Hall ................•....................
VV. Hadley ,. .
.t\.. 1\1. Horton .
'Walter ".Iann ...........•......•.•.•..........

John Huff ........•..............•..•......... $2 42
H. H. Huff ................•.................. I or
Smith Harding I 67
S. Hundley .. .. .. .. . . .. . . . .. • . .. • . .. . • . .. .. 7 70
John Hardy 126 61
W. F. Hall ...............•......•.....•....... 6 23

R. H. Hoernig .. . . . . .• . . . . . .. 4 74
Captain John H. Jack.. .. .. •.. .. .. 37
James Jump 10 6g
Alice E. Jones... . .. .. . 3 32
John Jetneck 6 00

J amisen & Leach . .. .. . .. . .. . . . .. . .. .. .. 42 75

Frank Kaufman ......•......................... 3 67
Patrick Kelley . .. . . .. ... .. .. . .. . ... .. . ... .. .... 6 40

O. H. Kimball .......•............•..•.......... 5 64
Robert Kirby ...........•.....•. " . . .. . . . . .. . .. 4 75
J. H. Kincaid.... .. 5 94
George K unever 3 54
Earnest Komer . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . 61
r...... B. Lewis .........................•......... 6r
Lilley 48
]. W. Livers................................... 2 37
] ames Lammon 7 13
Daniel E. Leahy ,.................... 27 64
G. C. Alexander ...............•............. " 3 55
L. W. Armstrong ...•......................... 64 61
R. M. Bacon . . . . . . . . . . . .•. .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . .. 10 45
J. A. Bannecl, 18 37
H. F. Cowley ...........•...•................ ' . 14
J. Coby . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 72

Eli Collins II 50
W·. S. Crouch................................ 19 61
O. A. Dale .............•..............•....... I 47
William Davis ....•.•..•.......•.....•........ 25
B. F. Dewey , ..........•......... " . .. 5 59
Joan Delvy .. .. . . .. . .. .. .. . 61
Frank Dickey 9 50
John Dickey................................... 14
Frank Day.................................... 8 31
Robert Dunn 107 74
L. F. Dutwiler 2 35
William Domese . . . . .. . . . .. . . .• .. . . . . . . . . . .. 3 85

25
2 84

25
13 03

4 51
II 50
4 81

14 62

II 53
7 01

4 05
2 27

6457
8 55

90
2 78
369
404
9 50
9 27

25
4 27

25

$0 61

3 80
6 30
6 14

13 50
4 22

3 45
2 04

19 82
2 74
342
299

25
5 67

Era C. Brown ...........••.........•........

jL \Y. Buzzard " .......•..•.••...•..•...
K. O. Carter .....................•....•.......

A. \\r. Borrowlnan .....•.......•.•............
Ed Brockhausen .......•....................
J. :II. Brownfield .

R. \V. Bon\vell ......•..•......•..•••....•....
F. H. Bosworth ...........................•....
G. :\1. Bo\vker ................•....•.•.........
George Bechtoed .

I. Brown • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

\r. E. Barber ..........................•......

F. JL Alexander .....•..•...........•.........
Bellj ..A.kers .............•....•.•.•..••...•..•.
Jordan estate ..................•.............

C. D. Bradsha w ........•.•..•.•..••.•..••.••

Peter Brackin .........••.•............•.......

]. H. Christianson .............•....•..........
Chang Sing Yuen ..
John Clawson

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Orrille Clark

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Collins & Davi.
C

. . . . . • . . . • . • . . • . •• . . . . . . • • • . . . . .
aleb Cooper

~. . . . ...... ...... ..... .... .. .. .. .. .
~\~ Jr. Corbaley ......•..•............•.........
R·· G. Corbaley .

\
ICILlard Corbaley ..............•..............

,. . CorbaleS Y ...••....•.......•.•..•.•..•..• .
. A. Co)'le .E..-\. Cornell .

\y. T. I-Ienne' " •.. " ................•....
]. E. Heathm~~""'" ...... '" ...........• ' ...
\\'. B. Holbert ...........•...................
1. E. Hetle\' .......•...•......•....•.........

Joseph He~sh~~~' .
• . • • • • . I • . • • • • • • . •• • • . . . • • • • • •

J IV. Adams ............•.•.•.................

S. Barnhart ..................•....•......•....
'r. P. Baldwin ............•.••••..•.•.•......
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James F. Bybee .............•..•.............. 9 50

John Biesner 9 50
Mary Day ..........................•."........ 9 50
Lewis Griffith ............................•. ".. 9 50
James Day ." ............•.........•.. " 950

Rohert Kirby . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. 9 50
George W. Long 9 50
Gabriel Justice 9 50
Thomas H. Marshall 9 50
Horace Parker 56 05
F. A. PowerS' .. ;.............................. 3 J8
J..W. Shannon 8 &l
Charles M. Sprague .. . . . .. .. . .. . .. . . .. . .. . .. . .. 4 88
David Soper ...........•...................... 3 J4.
James Skey ..........•...............•........ 2 61

14
5 95
700
95°
95°

John Zimmerman .
Frank Zuehlke .
Michael Buckley .
Charles J. Biesner .

William Watters ..
R. J. Waters .. . . . . . . . . . . . ...... ........
R. P. Webb ..........................•.........
Edward Walbu rg .
Webb & Thompson .
David Wilson .................•...............

John H. Smith 5 09
H. B. Thompson 54·. . . .. . . ..... ... ... .. . .
William Tipler 2 85
William Tipler & Co. 6 15
!.,ouis Titchenal .........•....' 12 JZ
Norman Titchenal 72

D. ]. Titchenal 10 37
C. G. Tibbits ............•..................... 54
Donald Urquhart ··· 1097
Urquhart Brothers 263 Cf)

J. R. Kent .................•........• ·········· 7 'JO
A. Wallace ····· 299

4 05J. C. Wallace ......•............•.............
256

394
148

61

4 81

II 39
13

A WI'lson , .. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . • 4 2B
Wilson Brothers .......................•... ;...

G C W 'I .. ' 13 JZ
1 son .... . •. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . 6 53

J D W '! ......... . 1 son ............•............. I ""
'1 ., I ~LGWlSC>n ················ nn. . 3 r

William Wilson .

E. F. Shrock $· ..•....... " 15 SO
James P. Shrock .. · . . . • . . . . . . .. 7 70
Charles A. Wilcox . · " 9 54
G. L. Williams I. ···········\,~40

lvl. W. WIxson ......................•......... -: 755
W. A. Whi;:.rey .
William B. Whitmore .. 20

4 72• . • •• • . .. . 92
W. H. White 3 6g
Woolen .' -.................... 61

A. H. Youngk .....................•............ 215
P. J. Youngk 1574
Charles F. Youngk 8 13
Jacob F. Youngk J8
Frank Zeigler ....................•............

B. L. Martin .................•............•..... 26 72
H. A. Meyers. . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . •. . . . . . .. .. .. 2 74
James J\'Ielvin .............•......... " . . . . .. 4 29
H. A. 1vliles 4 8r
Richard Miles I 50
W. W. Mitchell 5 19
M. IVIiJl er ......................•.........•.... 8 40
John F. 1'1'!ohr .............•...........•....... 14
Charles "'V. ~!ohr . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 14
Samuel ~!cCoy ...................•...•......... 6 17
H ugh McCool 35 63
Philip McEntee ..............•........ " I I I 02

C. H. McCollaugh 2 62
H. K. Newland , . . . . . . . . . . .. I 19
Newland, Drumheller & Co.........•.......... 362 IO
E. D. Nash .....................•............. 6 28
Nash & Stephens 57 90
John O'Neil 16 96
Osborn Brothers I I 59
Stephen Olney .................•.............. 60 13
Edward Owens. .. . .. . .... .. .. . .. .. ... .. .. ..... 8 58
R. B. Okner & Bro. .....................•...... 5 67
John O'Flaherty ...........•..............•.... 6 86
O'Neil & Scully . . . .. • . . .. .. . . .. . .. .. .. .. 4 05
H. Patterson 6 94
George Popple 161 16
Dan Paul ........................•..•......... 71 25
L. Lyon .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95
lVI. Lambert 5 25
Al fred Pierpont 5 93
D. R. Peeler. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..• . .. .• . . . . .. . . 14
Thomas Payne ....•..•.......•................ 4 72
David Richards ............•.................. 2 72
Frank Rusho 36 26
Anthony Rusho 17 06
O. Ruud .:.................................... 5 90
H. A. Powell " " . 9 aS
R. R. Rounds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 2 9'9
George R. Roberts 6 95
R. B. Roberts ................•.......•........ I 67
S. C. Robins 2 76
Robins & Steiner 3 25
H. P. Reeves , •... " , .. .. . 48
Tony F. Richardson ............•.. : 23 38
Richardson & Bowker ......•.................. 7 94
Oscar Redfiel d 2 70
R. S. Steiner .,................................ 2 87
F. S. Steiner .......•.........•................ 4 B9
lsrael Sanford ...............•................ 5 46
Lilley Sanford .. · ... · .. · •... · ..... ·····.· ... ·.··4 89
Schuster ..........................•.•......... I 32
Thomas Snyder ........................•...... 2 72
Snyder & Richards 3 80
J. \Y. Stephens' . . . .. . .. . . . .. .. .. . 76
John Stephens 2 38
William Savage ...........•................... 216 13
J. H. Sutherland 15 73

D. W. Martin $0 37
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The first attempt to rem.,ove the capital of
Douglas county from Okanogan was made in
the spring of 1886. This plan was originated
by Commissioner Miles. His scheme was to
more to the lake near where the town of Doug
las now stands, by action of the board of coun
ty commissioners without consulting the wishes
of the people. This proposition was immed
iately voted down by the other commissioners
who, evidently, were aware that the removal
would not be in accor.dance with law no matter
how badly they were in need of water. The
story is briefly told in the report of the com
missioners' proceedings for May 3, 1886:

"On motion of R. Miles, that the county
seat be moved to the lake, two and one-half
I\liles west and south to the lake motion not,
carried. R. Miles,. yes (I), and F. H. Bos
worth and Charles A. Wilcox, no(z)."

An interesting incident in the historv of
Douglas county was furnished in 18R6. This
was trouble between sheep men and settlers
m th '". e vl~mlty of Badger Mountain, In the
Spnng of that year George Popple and Jack
Walters h,s eep men from the Crab Creek range,

H. N. Wilcox .......•..•..•....••...••••......
John Norton ............•.•., .
Thomas Mockler ...............•..•..•.•..•...
Tony F. Richardson ..................•....•...

F i\1cGowan ......................•...
Thomas .'
A. P. Cornell ...........................•......

H Sm,'th .....••........••.•..•...J.. . .. .. . . . . .
Charles H. Stafford ....•..........•....•......
William ·Scully .
Frank M. Rayburn ..........•.......•..•......
Margaret McCann ......•.......•..•....•.•....
Frank M. Wesley .......•. · ........•.••••..•...
Andrew Flynn ..........•....•..•.•....•..•...
Eugene Whitney ............•.................
Thomas J.' Wampler ...•.............•.•.••...
John Lynch ............•.........•.......•....

Greene ...................•.......•...........
John Burgland .....•...•.........•....••....•.
H. L. Burgoyne .....•.....•...................
E. Cornell .............•...............•......
Jeff Gilmer ............•..............••.•....
Joseph Hopp .........•.........•..•...........
Benedict Jannasson .......•.......•..•........
Joseph W. Mitchell ......•.......•.••.•..•.....
Joseph Murray : .

$722

95°
9 50
95°
9 50
9 50
9 50
9 50
9 50
95°
95°
9 50
9 50
9 50
9 50
9 39

95
299
I 20

9 50
9 50
9 50
9 50
9 50
9 50

drove into the Badger Mountain country a band
of 4,000 or 5,000 sheep. Prior to this no
sheep had been in the vicinity and the settlers,
who invariably had a small band of cattle or
horses, did not take kindly to the invasion, and
were not at all modest in making their hostility
known. This was first displayed by the oc
casional killing of sheep by shooting, with the
evident desire of discouraging the continuance
of the Badger Mountain countt;y as a sheep
range.

This did not have the desired effect and
finally an indignation meeting was held by the
settlers at Nash's store, in "~ashJand." A
committee was appointed to wait on the sheep
men, requesting the removal of their flocks to
other pastures. This was done and the sheep
owners drove their flocks from ·the country.

•

Simultaneous with their departur.e there ap-
peared at different points on the mountain and
along the foothills fires which threatened to
destroy all the timber on the mountain. This
would have been a fatal disaster to the in
terests of the country, and the fires also en
dangered much other property. The disap
pearance of the sheep men and the starting of
these fires is invariably told in one story by
the residents of the county who participated in
this exciting event. All the settlers turned out
and only after hard work were the fires over
come, the damage that was done amounting to
many thousands of dollars. Never since that
period has western Douglas county been
utilized as a sheep range. Official notice \vas
taken of the starting of these disastrous fires
by the passage of the follo\ving resolution by
the board of county commissioners on May

6, 1886:
"Whereas, certain lawless persons, or per

son, have willfully and maliciously set out fire
on. and in the vicinity of Badger Mountain,
Douglas county, with intent to injure and de
stroy the property of many of the citizens of
said CO'Unty, and by reason of the setting out of
said fires not only thousands of dollars' worth
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of personal property belonging to divers in
dividuals was bumed and more or less in
jured, also destroying large quantities of the
standing timber on said mountain, being the
principal in said county upon which the citi
zens rely for firewood and fencing, therefore
be it resoh-ed that the board of commissioners
of said Douglas county do hereby offer a re
ward of three hundred dollars ($300) to any
person or persons who will secure the appre
hension and conviction of the person or per
sons setting out the aforesaid fire, to be paid
out of the county treasury from any funds not
otherwise appropriated."

The offer of this reward did not result in
throwing any light on the matter. The inci
dent is shrouded in the same mystery that pre
vailed in 1886.

It was not until 1886 that the Foster Creek
section of the Big Bend received settlement.
Mr. and Mrs. Downey were the first couple to
locate on South Foster Creek. This was in
October, 1886. In October, 1887, W. H.
Knemeycr and wife located on the place now
o\\'ned by them. On East Foster Creek Mrs.
Patrick Haynes. was the first woman. Those
were lonely, trying days to the new, struggling
settlers. All supplies were brought from
Ellensburg. At that period there was no
thought that Foster Creek could possibly be
come the prosperous, thickly settled section that
it is today.

There may be a few counties in Washing
ton that have not passed through a county seat
\\"ar. But they are not many. Douglas coun
ty's came in 1886, and at the time created con
siderable bittemess between the settlers on the
east side of Grand Coulee and those on the
west. This was caused by what the east Doug
las county settlers termed the high-handed
methods of the county commissioners in throw
ing out most of the east side votes. All bitter
ness has now, however, disappeared, and both
factions can discuss the matter in an impartial
and unbiased manner. Whether the commi:

sioners exceeded their authority in tak'
'. Ing the

action they dId we shall not attempt t
" 0 say,

SImply confinll1g ourselves to the facts as th
they occurred. The reader must judge f:
hImself.

The fact that no water could be found'
the vicinity of Okanogan made it highly pro~
able t~at the county seat would not long re
mall1 111 that place. And far-sighted people
were not long in laying plans for the impend

.ing removal. Through the influence of parties
in the Badger Mountain country the legiSla
ture of 1885-6 passed the following special
law:

"An act to provide for the location of the
county seat of Douglas County, Washington
Territory, by the vote of the qualified voters
of said county.

"Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly
of the Territory of Washington:

"Sec. 1. That the qualified electors of the
county of Douglas are hereby authorized to
vote at the next general election for delegate
to Congress in the Territory in the year 1886,
for the location of the county seat of said
county, and the officers of election shall re
ceive said vote and make return thereof to the
county commissioners who shall canvass the
same and announce the result in like manner
as the result of the vote for county officials.

"Sec. 2. That th~ place receiving a rmjority
of all the votes cast at said election in favor
of the location of the countv seat is hereby

J

declared to be the county seat of Douglas

county.
"Sec. 3. All acts and parts of acts in con-

flict of this act are hereby repealed. .
"Sec. 4. This act shall t1ke effect from and
. I b the gol'after its passage and approva y

emor.
"Approved January 16, 1886."
It was during this year that A. T. Greene

. 'ld' f theand J. M. Snow planned the bUI mg 0

town of Waterville so called because there
, . roposed

was water in the wells where It was P
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to build the new town. Of course the removal
f the county seat to the new town entered mto

~heir calculation and plans were laid to secure
't Following the platting of the town of
I ,

Waterville by Judge Snow, in r886, the spon-
sers for the new town announced that they
were going to remove the county seat. This
statement was made at the Democratic conven
tion at Okanogan. All the friends of the new
town were on hand and a feature of the conven
tion was a barrel of water hauled from Water
ville to Okanogan, showing conclusively that
the boasted water of the new town was no
myth, The board of trustees of Waterville,
Judson Murray, John Bronwfield, and J. H.
Kincaid, announced that should \Vaterville be
selected as the capital of the county, they would
see that the county should have a free building
for two years, This was a bombshell in the
Okanogan camp, and the point was made in the
convention that this offer was a proposition to
bribe the people and in violation of Territorial
law,

This point is invariably raised in all county
seat contests, but the contention is, of course,
never sustained. Besides Waterville there were
interested in the race Douglas City, the cross
ing of Grand Coulee, where the town of Coulee
City now stands, and Okanogan. On election
day there was a large vote and great interest
was taken in the contest. The vote on the lo
cation of the county seat, at the regular elec
tion of November, r886, was not canvassed by
the old board of county commissioners or at
I 'east the result of the canvass was not officially
made, they, doubtless, desiring to shi ft ;the.
resp 'b'l'ansI I Ity onto the shoulders of the incom-
ing beard. The new board made this their
first official act after their organization on May
2 1887 ' ,. ' , a petition having been presented ask-
Ing that the canvass be made. Following is
:he o.fficial record of the findings of the board
I~ thIS exciting and sensational incident in the
hIstory of D Ioug as county'"1:1 .

pon the presentation of a petition ask-

ing that the vote cast for county seat at the
general e1ection held in Douglas county on the
2d day of November, r886, be canvassed and
the result announced by the board o,f com
missioners in accordance with section r, pages
454 and 455, session laws of r885-6, it was
ordered that the record of commissioners' pro-,
ceedings be examined to determine whether the
former board of commissioners had or had not
canvassed said vote as provided by law. Noth
ing appearing upon such record showing that
the said vote had been canvassed, it was there
fore ordered that the canvass be made forth
with. After an examination of all the election
returns and the papers relating thereto, it was
announced by the board that the vote for coun
ty seat of Douglas county at the above men
tioned election was, and is as follows: "\Vater
ville, II2 votes; Douglas City, 56; Okanogan,
7; Oneida, r; section 3, township 24, rang~

28, east,S."
The "section 3, town 24, range 28 east,"

accredited with five votes, in the commission
ers' can vass, was the Grand Coulee crossing
location. In addition to this vote counted by
the canvassers there were 75 votes cast for
"Grand Coulee" and a few for "Crand Coulee
Crossing," which were thrown out, This
action of thmwing out this vote was defended
by the commissioners on the ground that the
location of a county seat according to law
must be at a place with definite boundaries.
\Vaterville, Okanogan and Douglas City were
platted towns and their vote was counted.
Section 3, town 24, range 28, east was held
by them to be a definite location and the few
votes for this place were counted. But the 75
votes cast for Grand Coulee was a different
proposition. Grand Coulee, as popularly in
terpreted, was a huge gash in the earth some
50 miles long and of indefinite width. A
county seat located at "Grand Coulee" might

Ibe anywhere in that territory. The vote for

)
"Grand Coulee Crossing" was thrown out on
similar grounds. The commissioners main-
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-
tained that there were a number of Indian
trails across Grand Coulee and that they could
not determine "'hich one of these was meant.

The total vote for the Grand Coulee loca
tion, if all had been counted, would not have
teen a majority, which was necessary to remove
fmlll Okanogan. But had these been counted
neither \vould \Vaterville ha\'e had a majority
and the county seat would have remained at
Okanogan, a consummation not devoutly
\vished, By thro\ving out all the "indefinite
and uncertain" location votes \Vaterville had a

. ,

maJorIty.
:\fter certifying to, and signing the result of

the canvass, the board passed the following
resolution May 2d, ordering the removal of the
countv records.-

'Tounty Commissioners' Court, Douglas
County, \Vashington Territory: It appearing
from an official canvass of the vote for county
seat, cast at the general election held in Doug
las county, \Vashington Territory, on the 2d
day of November, 1886, that \Vaterville has a
ma jority of all votes cast for county seat;
therefore, we, the county commissioners of
Douglas county, in conformity with an act en
titled 'An Act to provide for the location of
the county seat of Douglas county, \Vashington
Territory, by the vote of the qualified electors
of said county,' pages 454 and 455, session
laws of 1885-6, do hereby declare that the
county se:lt of said Douglas county is removed
from Okanogan and established at \J\raterville,
county and territory above ~vritten; and it is
hereby ordered that all county officers required
by law to have and keep an office at the county
seat remO\'e their said offices from Okanogan to
\Vaten,ille forthwith-and furthermore, re-

•
mo\'e all papers, records and ather matter be-
longing to said county offices to the same place
abO\'e declared to be the county seat of Doug
las county, \Vashington Territory.

"Seal. J, W. Stephens, P. J. Young, H.
N. \\'ileox."

The !ollo\\'ing day, May 3d, the board met

at \Vaterville. Their action in dec1arina W
'II h " ater-VI e t e county seat was far from meet'_ . 109 the

approval ot many reSIdents of the c. Ounty
Among those who did not approve of th'
action of the board was County Auditor R. S~
Stemer, who, whIle he desired the county seat
to be removed to \Vaterville, did not consider
that a proper canvass of the votes had been
made. He presented to the board at its first
meeting at \Vaterville the following letter:

"Okanogan, \Vashington Territory, May
3d, 1887-1'0 the Honorable Board of Com,
missioners of Douglas County, Washingtoo
Territory: Gentlemen-I hereby decline to
comply with your order of May 2, 1887,
relative to the ·removal of the auditor's office
and the records therein from Okanogan to
'vVaterville, county and Territory above
written.

"R. S. Steiner,
"Auditor Douglas county,"

This action of the auditor \\'as met by the
commissioners by the follo\ving resolution:

"Board of County Commissioners, County
of Douglas, Territory of Washington: Where
as, on the 2d day of May, 1887, by virtue of
the canvass duly made according to law of the
vote cast for the location of the county seat
of said Douglas county, said county seat was
declared removed to and established at Water-,
ville, in said county and Territor,., and

"Whereas, R. S. Steiner, the auditor of
said Douglas county, did on the 311 day of
May, 1887, decli~e to comply with the general
order of removal issued by the board of county
commissioners to county officers, and does noW
hold his office and keep the records thereof at
Okanogan, contrary to law and the order of
this board, to the great detriment of public bUSI
ness, and especially the business of the board
of county commissioners, who are Without

records or files, therefore,
"Be it ordered by the board of county com'

., . ' bl d at Waterville,miSSIoners m seSSIOn assem e '
. , H N Wilcox, am saJd Douglas county, that . .
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ber of this board, proceed forthwith tomem
ake application to the Honorable Judge of

~e District Court of the Fourth Judicial Dis
trict, Washington Territory, for a writ of
Mandate to compel said R. S. Steiner, auditor
of said pouglas county to remove his office
records and files forthwith to said established
county seat of Douglas county at \Vaterville,
or show cause why such removal should nO't

be made.
"Witness our hands and the seal of the

board of county commissioners of Douglas
county, Washington Territory, this 3d day of

May, A. D., 1887.
"J. W. Stephens,
"H. N. Wilcox,
"P. J. Young.

"County Commissioners."
The next meeting of the board was held on

May 23d, Mr. Wilcox reported that in com
pliance with the order he had proceeded at once
to Sprague, the point at which the court for
the Fourth Judicial District held its terms, to
find that the said court had adjourned and that.
the judge thereof had proceeded to Spokane
Falls. He thereupon interviewed the prose
cuting attorney of the Fourth Judicial District,
who instructed him to return to Waterville and
•

ISSue an order to the sheriff, by authority of the
board, requiring said sheriff to remove the
county records, files, etc., from Okanogan to
Waterville. This order was issued to the sheriff
and that official executed the same.

During this sensational period the rival
factions kept a close watch on one another.
It was deemed best by the Waterville parties
to. keep the mission of County Commissioner
\\Ilcox, a secret, and he left ostensiblY. to
visit his timber claim which was in an'o'ther
direction from the road to Sprague. Mr. \Vil
c~x, after making a trip out in the direction of
hIS I .

c aIm, changed his course and headed for
Sprague. He was well on his j~urney when
he met one of the Okanogan sympathisers, who
Was r t .

e urnlng from a trip to Spokane Falls.

Greetings were exchanged and each proceeded
on his journey. The Okanogan man had his
suspicions aroused and when he reached home
he saw A. T. Greene and in an off hand ~'ay

stated that he had met Mr. Wilcox and won
dered where he \vas going. Mr. \Vilcox was
credited with intending to get married at an
early day, and Mr. Greene, not desiring to in
form his questioner of the true mission upon
which the commissioners were engaged, turned
the attentions of his neighbor to good account,
in suggesting a probable reason for his visit to
Sprague. Mr. Greene thought a moment, and
then imparted the doubtful information that
Mr. Wilcox, being a county officer, it would be
natural for him to obtain a marriage license
from the clerk of the district court whose office
was at Sprague, and that perhaps was his mis
sion to the Lincoln county capital.

"\Vhy, of course; I might have thought of
that before," exclaimed the Okanogan sym
pathiser, and he at once spread the news that
H. N. Wilcox had gone to Sprague to secure
a marriage license.

Sheriff Robins, in accordance with his in
structions, went to Okanogan, loaded the coun
ty's possessions on a wagon and brought them
to \Vaterville. The outfit consisted of a stove,
a home-made table, the commissioners' journal
and a very few books and papers of record.

This removal to vVaterville was the dUse

of the passage of an act by the Territorial
Legislative Assembly in 1888. The legality of
the acts of the county commissioners and other
county officers was brought into question be
cause of the alleged irregularities in counting
the vote for county seat location and the subse
quent l'emoval of the capital of Douglas county.
The act of the law-making body of the Terri
tory regarding this matter was as follows:

"An Act legalizing the acts of the county
officers of Douglas c01mty, Washington Terri

tory :
"Be it enacted by the Legislative Assembly

of the Territory of Washington:
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"Sec. 1. That all acts of all county officers
of Douglas county, Washington Territory,
done either at Okanogan or \;Vaterville, in said
county, since the second day of November, A.
D., 1886, so far as said acts affect, or are af
fected by the location of the county seat of
s~id Douglas county, be, and the same are
hereby declared and ,made legal.

..Sec. 2. This act shall take effect and be in
force from and after its passage and approval.

"Approved January 31, 1888."
This legislation was secured through the in

fluence of Judge J. M. Snow, one of the most
ardent supporters of YVaterville in the contest,
and who upheld the action of the commission
ers in every particular. He repaired to Olym
pia as a lobbyist and laid the matter before the
legislature in this light:

"Our commissioners have put us in a box.
They have moved the county seat from Okan
ogan to YVaterville, possibly without proper
authority. But at any rate, all kinds of trouble
is brewing for us unless the acts of the county
commissioners while in session at YVaterville
are legalized."

The act was passed and, undoubtedly, sa\'ed
the county much litigation and expense.

\Vhen the county records were brought
down to \Vaterville from Okanogan the county
officials were confronted with the problem of
securing a court house. , Buildings in \Vater
Yille at that period were not so plentiful as they
might have been, and had a newspaper been
published in the shire town of Douglas county
it could have said with hearty truthfulness,
"There is not a vacant building in the town."
But preparations had been made for just such an
emergency. Isaac Newhouse had been induced
by J. M. Snow to erect a building which thE

latter had agreed to rent ostensibly f
' or a real

estate office, but in reality to use as
a Court

house should the county seat be removed T'
I d b 'Id' , hlswas t le secon Ul mg erected in tIl t. . e O\\'n.

In thIS edIfice the county business was t. rans-
acted untll the handsome new court hou, se was
presented to the county.

This little building when the county took
possessIOn was roughly put up, without battens
and daylight could be seen between the board;
in many places. A dry goods box was used as
a desk for the auditor and the commissioners
sat at a table made by placing boards on saw
horses, and in place of chairs the commissioners
sat on the ends of the "horses." Of course
better accommodations \vere added later, but
for some time the condition above described
prevailed. This building was, also, the post
office, and Judge Snow used the rear portion
as an office. During this period of the county's
history business was not rushing. No deputies
were allowed, nor were they necessarv. On

. -
one occasion, so we are reliably informed, all
the regular county officers went off on a "aca·
tion of several weeks. R. \V. Starr, then a resi
dent of the county, for only about six weeks.
was deputized as auditor, clerk, treasurer and
probate judge, and creditably performed the
duties of all four offices until the return of the
regular county officials. One can imagine the
consternation that would be created by an act
of this kind at the present day. But then con
ditions were vastly different. The tax payers
of the county had their affairs managed in a
manner satisfactory to them, and the slight
irregularity of a resident of the county of anI"

. 'd' mo't ofa few weeks' standmg presl mg over ,
the county offices for a period of a few weeks,
more or less, did not cause a ripple of protest.
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CHAPTER n.

CURRENT EVENTS-188d TO 1904.

Following the advent of the first settlers in
Douglas county in 1883 there was for several
years little immigration. But during the
;'ears 1886, 1887 and 1888 there was an inflow
~f settlers who came in advance of the Central
Washington railroad, which it was thought
would build through the county. Na one be
lieved that the road would not push on to a
destination in the heart of the rich, virgin terri
tory, and the railroad promoters, to all intents
and purposes, themse1 ves entertained the idea,
until complications arose and financial diffi~

culties appeared which blocked progress and
the railroad stopped on the eastern edge of the
county.

Many settlers came in 1887. That was the
banner year up to that period. Nearly all
came into the county by way of Ellensburg,
that being the nearest railroad point prior to
the building of the Central \Vashington a few
years later. There were lively times in Coulee
City during the summer of 1888. The Central
Washington, backed by the Northeril Pacific
Company, and the Seattle & Lake Shore were
each striving for the supremacy-sparring for
position. Approaching from the east there
were scarcely two equally accessible points of
entry, and going out on Hie west side the task
was still more difficult for parallel lines, and
at .a pomt about one and one-half miles west
of town the problem was most discouraging for
trt" .
\\0 0 pass through the gate at once."

Each company had a large crew of men at
work and considerable ill-feeling arose during
the grading at the east side of town each com j ,

rany striving all the time to hold the right of
36

way on the best ground. At one point, just
outside the yard limits the Seattle, Lake Shore
& Eastern graded squarely across the other
track, raising their roadbed some six or eight
feet above that of the Central Washington.
It looked as if a collision was certain to come
whenever the S. L. S. & E. filled up the gap
over the other track with either earth or trestle
work. That time of trouble was postponed
owing to the forces being hurried forward to
,the more inaccessible spot west of the town of
Coulee City. There a rocky barrier arose in the
form of a ridge which the lines must pierce,
while there was one low gap just beyond an
opening in the rocks, scarcely wide enough for
two lines to be laid parallel without one, or
both, being forced to excavate a cut on one or
both sides, well into a rock wall ten to fifteen
feet high. There was room for one track
which would require only a shallow cut. Both
companies hurried forward with feverish haste,
each striving to gain the gap. and pre-empt the
pass3.ge, and the superintendents of the work
took no greater interest in the race than did
their men. White man and dago each felt a
personal interest in the outcome, and each crew
of workmen looked upon the other as an inter
loper-an antagonist to be beateil .by any
means, fair or foul.

The Central \Vashington line runs direct
from town to that rock cut, while the route
of the Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern swung
around from the north side and approached
the cut at an acute angle, coining from the
northeast. As the two grades approached
closer together and nearer the objective point,
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the feeling grew intense; the situation became
critical. Each party sought to gain possession
of the whole ground, and neither dared Yacate
for a moment. Each worked a double shift
night and day. There was only a narro,,' back
bone of rock leit between the two cuts and
soon the S. L. S. & E. would strike into the
other \\'hich had kept a slight lead. The \\'ork
in progress \\'as on ground inside of Senator
Dan Paul"s homestead and the time \\"as just
in haying season. Senator Paul \\"as making
hay in the field close by, and he and his men
were "'itnesses of performances daily for some
time which fall to the lot of few to see in
a lifetime. Each cre\\" was doing all in its
power to interrupt the labors of the other, and
watching for an opportunity to take possession
of the \\"hole ground. One would drill a hOlt::,
tamp in a shot of giant po\\"der, light the fuse
and shout "fire!" Of course everybody had to
run. but they all scrambled back before the
rocks had scarcely ceased falling, and the other
fellO\ys had their shot in readv to fire before-
very much work could be accomplished. That
kind of work could not long continue, of course,
but 'lhe climax came without culminating in a
general riot, though it missed it only by a
hair. l'vfuch of the exca\'ated rock was carted
back and dumped over the 10'" \\"all into the
lower ground-in fact the Central Washington
Company completed the fill and trest Ie clear
Inck over the swamps, and track was laid nearly
to the cut.

\Vhen affairs had reached an extremely
high tension a man named Malone, working
with the S., L. S. & E. gang, backed his horse
and cart against two or three of the Central
Washington workmen, and pushed them over
the little hill. The foreman of that side stepped
up quickly. catching the horse by the bridle and
remonstrated with Malone, telling him that he
was taking an unfair advantage. The fore
man's action was ·the signal for a Ilig rush of
dagos and "'hites from the S., L. S. & E. cut,
all brandishing picks, shovels, and other im-

provised weapons and all chattering a '1ngn y
The Central \Vashington foreman was J' t .. us as
qUickly backed up by the workmen from h'
side, and for awhile it looked like war E IS. very_
body was ready for a fight, but Somehow the
crisis was passed without bloodshed. .-\fter
consideration convinced the foreman that f.ur-
ther operations were dangerous in the present
humor of the men, so they reported conditions
to headquarters at Spokane, but as ihe only
means of communication was a messenger 0;1
horseback, they called a truce and sat down to
await orders. Neither dared vacate, so the
day and night shifts 'of the two companies sat
in their respecti ve cuts and held the fort. The
haymakers down in the field could hear the men
telling stories and singing songs any time of
the night. Plenty of rest, three meals a day
and wages drawn regularly put the men all in
good humor, and animosities were all forgot
ten. After weeb of waiting and guard dut)"
the camp was \'acated; all the men were called
off. The companies had arriYed at some kind
of a compromise; work was suspended and re
mains so to this day. The rock cut is just as
it was when those men were pushed off the
grade and marks the peaceful ending of what
came perilously near being a bloody riot.

By an act of the Legislative Assembly of
Washington Territory, approved January 28,
1888, the district court of the county of Doug
las was created. On the 10th day of Septem
ber 1888 the first court convened at Water-, ,
ville. The officers in attendance were Hon.
L. B. Nash, associate justice of the supreme

. court of \Vashington Territory, and judge of
the fourth judicial district; N. T. Caton, prose
cuting attorney for the counties of Douglas,
Adams and Lincoln; R. S. Steiner, clerk of
court; and L. C. Robins, sheriff. Nat James
and E. A. Cornell were made bailiffs.

The following citizens were chosen to
. . dBu~serve as the first grand Jurors: Edmun ,

J. P. Schrock, Frank Rusho.William Scully,
\V. P. Thomson, Patrick Haynes, R. J. Waters,
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D. H. Ford, William Crisp, Judson Murray,
I Tador, F. M. StrIcker, A. T. Greene, S.
Brene·sholz. Thomas Butler and. E.dwin Fitz-

Id Those who served as petit Jurors wereuera .
John Salmon, H. c.. Godlove, James Jump,
\l'illial11 Condin, B. Llversay, Charles Osborn,
Edlrard Owens, M. M. McDermitt, Thomas
POIrers, George Dick, H. B. Lovejoy. M. S.
Holland, C. A. Powers and \;Villiam Jamieson.

The year 1888 will be remembered by set
tlers of the county on account of a strange
epidemic which proved fatal to many of the
inhabitants. The malady made a sudden ap
pearance and as suddenly disappeared. The
disease was known as typhoid malarial fever
and its fatality was the wonder of all the old
settlers who had endured the hardships inci
dent to a pioneer life for several years and had
ahrays enjoyed the best of health. The direct
causes of the great number of deaths in 1888
lIere traceable to no unhealthful conditions of
the county, but were generally accepted among
physicians as an epidemic such as visits all
countries periodically. Nothing of the kind
\ras ever before known in the county previous
to that period, nor has it since made a reap
pearance. There were about thirty deaths. It
attacked in various degrees of severity nearly
erery man, woman and child in the county.

According to an enumeration of Douglas
county's inhabitants by Assessor John E.
Hoppe on June I, 1889, the population was
2.651. These were divided among the pre
ClJ1cts as follows: Okanogan, 467; \Vaterville,
442; Grand Coulee, 276; Midland, 254; Fair
nell', 245; Mountain, 205; Beaver Creek, 165;
Foster Creek, 129; Paradise, 126; Columbia,
113; Chester, 7 I ; Havod, 6 I; Moses Coulee,
38: Moses Lake, 33; Crab Creek, 29. This
population was otherwise divided as follows:

6 ?Males. 1,642; Females. 1,009; w~ites, 2,-
3-, Indtans and half-breeds 6' Chinese 13'

1 '" J

ma es over 2I, 994; females over 2 I, 459; mar-
ned 9--. . I 8 .

• JJ, smg e, 5 3; males over 2 I smgle,

497; females over 18 single, 96; over 15 who
•

could not read or write, 22.

June 27, 1889, the Big Bend Empire said:
"There can be no real advantage in attempt

ing to conceal the fact that crops in the Big
Bend have been damaged by a protracted per
iod of hot, dry weather. Added to this the
country has been greatly damaged by ground
squirrels. In many places these little pests
have destroyed whole fields of grain. Six
weeks ago the Big Bend promised to have a
large surplus of everything in the way of grain
and vegetables; but heavy rains immediately
followed by unusually warm weather have
caused a great deal of grain to 'burn' or mature
before the berry has attained its growth. This
misfortune will not only be a loss to farmers,
perhaps compelling them to look to some other
source other than a large crop for their winter's
subsistence, but will be generally felt by all
branches of business."

On Saturday, the 23d ins\., the board of
county commissioners met in adjourned session
to open and consider proposals for building a
court house. Having opened and read four or
five bids the clerk came to that of Mr. Greene,
in which he proposed to erect on block 31 in
his second addition a court house to cost not
less than $3.000, and to give the county a deed
in fee simple to the block and building when the
same shall be completed and accepted, for the
sum of one dollar. It is needless to say that
the board at once accepted the proposition and
the contract and bonds were drawn and signed
at once. It was the opinion of Mr. Greene at
the time that the building would cost fully

$4,000. . .
Friday evening, September 6, I88g, the

formal opening of the court house presented
to the county by A. T. Greene and wife took
place. \ Nearly every resident of Waterville
was present; the new building was crowded.
R. \;V. Starr presided and introduced Mr.
Greene, who, in a few well worded remarks,
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presented. the court house to the county.
Toasts were responded to as follows: "vVash
ington, '·-Rev. J. M. C. vVarren; "Our Pio
neers,"-Rev. Richard Corbaley; "Douglas

County:'-J. W. Stephens.
According to an itemized statement the

cost of the court house to Mr. Greene was $4,

046.7°.
For several years beginning with 1889

Douglas county experienced the same trouble
as Lincoln county with squirrels. In place of
offering bounties for their scalps Douglas
county used strychnine which was furnished
free of charge to ranchers. Five hundred dol
lars' worth was distributed. March IS, 1893,
the county purchased $2,000 worth of this
poison which was sold to the farmers at cost.
January 9, 1895, the last lot w;as ordered,
1,000 ounces, and this was disposed of at cost.

During the year 1890 the Central \~Tash
ington railroad was built a short distance into
Douglas county fr:om the east and this was fol

lowed by an influx of settlers in the country
east of the coulees. February 27, 1890. the
Big Bend Empire published the following:

"Tomorrow, February 28, according to
standard time, is the close of the winter 1889
90. It has been a memorable one for the entire
west and northwest, and one that will be long
remembered by the people of the Big Bend.
The ground has been covered with snow since
the 10th day of December, some of the time to
a depth of from two to three feet. The coldest
the thermometer has registered is 17 degrees
below zero, February 24th. The winter has
been severely felt, especially by new settlers
who were not yet provided for a protracted
period of severe cold. In the settlement of a
new country there are many things to be done
to get in readiness for such a winter as the
past, which we all hope is about to be changed
for a bright spring. But the calamity which

,enlists the deepest of human sympathy is the
suffering and loss there has been to stock. It

is impossible at this time to arriw at an thO. . y Ing
like a correct estImate of the per cent of the
loss of horses and cattle. Some ranges h.,. ave
suffered more than others, but it is certain that
the loss of range horses will be 20 per cent and
cattle 40 per cent. Many usually well-to-do
farmers who have fed their animals up to the

present tim~, have. fed out everything they
have, mcludmg theIr gram for spring Sowing,
and unless the grass IS soon uncovered through
the influence of the 'chinook' many of these
animals must perish from cold and hunger.

"This is a gloomy but truthful side of the
picture. There is another more encouraging
view of the case. The Big Bend has for vears

•
been known as a great 'stock country.' By
that is meant that stock will winter without
feeding. A stockman's investment ordinarilv

•
is a cabin, a saddle horse or h\'o, and perhaps
a little rye grass hay for his saddle animals
the balance is his herd of horses and cattle.
The average 'stockman' as applied to here
would scorn the idea of putting up hay for his
stock and sincerely thinks that it will not pay
to raise stock and feed. Large herds have been
brought in from adjoining( ranges until the
range here has been eaten out. A hard winter,
such as might be expected in a northern latitude
has come, and the stock business as carried on
at present suffers seriously. The effect will be
to cause an entire transfonnation in the busi
ness of farming and stock raising in the Big
Bend. Instead of large herds every farmer
will have a few well kept animals thll.t will sell
at any time at a good price. Stock raising will
be conducted as it is in the east, in connectIOn
with farming. And while our winter, about to
leave us, will undoubtedly be a damage to the
country Jar the present, working a great loss
and hardship to the many, it is well demon
strated that it is not safe to attempt to II'lIIter
stock here without providing feed, and that
. . h . e for wmter.m summer IS t e time to prepar .

. . d" ill contalllThe country IS all fight an 111 time II'
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h more wealth than if' it were purely a

!DUC
'stock country,' as the term has been used on

the Pacific coast." .
This was supplemented by the Empire

January r6, r890, as follows:
"A gentleman just in from Mr. Gilbert's

lace on Grand Coulee reports deeper snow
ihere than in the vicinity of Waterville. Stock
Iras beginning· to die when he left there a week
ago. A great many cattle have drowned in
attempting to get water from the lakes, which
are covered with snow.. Our informant was
told that one lake contained 500 dead cattle.
The animals in attempting to find water would
break through· the ice, and as the water was
deep it was impossible for them to get out.
Messrs. Philip McEntee, Dan Paul, Clarence
Grimes and Jimmy Burden are heavy losers."

The spring following this hard winter
found many places in the country covered with
carcasses of dead animals that had perished
from starvation· during the severe winter. The
stench from these was unbearable and threat
ened an epidemic. This spring found the set
tlers of western Douglas county in a sad plight.
Most of the stock had died and there was no
seed grain in the cOI,mtry; money was scarcer
than that, if possible.. These conditions were
overcome only by diplomatic measures. A
note for $2,500 was made out and signed by
residents of the cOL\nty. This note was placed
in the hands of A. L. Rogers ~nd to him was
gil'~ the task of raising the money and getting
the grain back to the settlers. In the early
spring Mr. Rogers started out on snow shoes
for the east In due time he reached Almira,
to which point the Central \Vashington railway
had .

.1 won Its way, and thence he proceeded by
rat to Davenport. Here he was successful in
securing the $2,500 from C. C. May's· bank,
and ill due time returned with the grain. This
note. which was paid upon the harvesting of
the next crop, is now in possession of R. S.
Steiner ad' . ., n IS an mterestmg memento of the
early days.

'- The war between the sheep and cattle men
in r 890 is thus described by a Ritzville corre-
spondent of the Oregonian: .

"February 28,r 890, occurred a bloody bat
tle in the vicinity of Moses Lake in which four
men were seriously wounded.. The particulars
are about as follows:

"L. G. \Vilson claimed to have purchased
a stack of hay of Messrs. Urquharts, which
was situated on a Mr. Lyons' place. Mr.
Blythe had a bill of sale from Mr. Lyons for
the same stack, which contained about 50 tons.
Blythe forbade Wilson taking or selling any of
the hay. A bad feeling arose in consequence
and Wilson continued using the hay and is
said to have guarded it with a Winchester.
This angered Blythe who sent three men on
the morning of February 28th, armed, to take
possession of the hay. They arrived on the
ground before "Vilson and his men. \\Then the
latter arrived fire was opened with disastrous
results. L. G. "Vilson was shot in the ab
domen, Virgil \\Tilson, a brother, was shot in
the back, Dick Garlick was shot in the breast
and a German was shot in the head and hand.
The two last named were men working for
Blythe. Two others were engaged in the affray,
but escaped unhurt. Having fired all the loads
from the guns the men came to close quarters
and used their weapons as clubs. \Vhen the
fight was finished all crawled into a sleigh
and drove to the Blythe ranch and sent for a
doctor.

"Dr. Burroughs, of Ritzville, \I'ent to the
scene of the battle and upon his return gave
the following graphic account of the fight:

"'It seems that Mr. Blythe had purchased
the hay of Mr. Lyons and had sold the same to
the sheep men and went do\yn on the morning
of the 27th to where it was stacked with the
parties to show them the stack and give posses
sion. There they found the \\Tilson boys, who
ordered them to leave, or at least the sheep
men. and one discharged his revolver in order
to frighten them. Others say he gripped the
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pistol so tightly, it being self-acting, that it
was discharged accidentally. Mr. Blythe and
the purchasers of the stack of hay went away
leaving the \,yilson boys in possession. The
following morning the sheep men and another
person went to the stack and were loading the
hay onto a wagon when the \,yilson boys com
menced shooting. Virgil was armed with a
41 -calibre Colt's revolver and a double-bar
reled breach-loading shot gun loaded with
buck shot. He discharged one barrel, missing
his aim; the second charge taking effect in
Dick Garlick's left shoulder; one near the nip
ple and ranging up; one through the flesh of
the shoulder blade and one ranging upward
from the shoulder. L. G. Wilson then opened
fire on Dutch Ben, firing four times, one shot
making a slight scalp wound over the left ear
and three piercing his hat. The men closed
in on the shooters. Garlick, who was a heavy
set German, disarmed Virgil Wilson, who was
a small man, broke the shot gun and, obtaining
possession of the Colt's revolver, it seems, he
shot Virgil through the right lung from the
back, the ball lodging near the right nipple;
then turning his attention to L. G. Wilson, who
was wrestling with Dutch Ben for the posses
sion of the Winchester.

" 'Both were stout, and it seems that \,yil
son was getting the better of his man when
Garlick came to the rescue and fired two shots,
one entering the small of the back, on the right
side, ranging downward, the second entering
the right arm. The Winchester was broken
and twisted, showing the desperate struggle
that had ensued for the supremacy. An eye
witness several rods distant saw the weapons
flash in the sunlight and could hear the dull,
sickening thuds as they fell on the heads and
bodies of the men. The Wilson boys under
stood that the hay belonged to them, and they
were fighting for their own and wanted the
feed for their cattle. A bad feeling usually
exists between the sheep and cattle men, and
there may have existed such between the \,yil-

sons and the sheep men. This fight occurred
20 miles from any town.' "

The United States Land Office wa-s estab
lished at Waterville in the autumn of 1890 J
c. Lawrence, register, and Frank M. Dal1~Dl'

receiver. It was opened for business NOVell]:
her 6th. Previous to this important event all
settlers in this vicinity were compelled to repair
to Yakima to transact business connected with
their homesteads. The history of the creation
of a new United States Land District in east.
ern \"1ashington, with headquarters at Water
ville in 1890, is told by the Big Bend Empire
of February 27th, of that year:

"A land office to be located at Waterville
has been desired by our citizens for the past
year, but it was not until Charles Liftchild got
after Senator Snow, then on his sick bed, that
the first step was taken to secure it. Though
Judge Snow pleaded sickness Mr. Liftchild
brought legal cap and ink into the sick room
and insisted upon his writing to his friend,
Congressman \,yilson, of our desires, with
reasons for the establishment of a new land
district. This letter was kindly copied by our
genial minister, Rev. Warren, on his type
writer. Thus armed Liftchild pulled from the
wall of his office his map of Washington, and
outlining the proposed district, enclosed it with
Snow's letter and sent it to Congressman Wil
son. Not contented with this action, he later
introduced a memorial to our senators and
congressmen favoring the establishment of thi:
district, in the Douglas County Board ot
Trade, which was passed and a copy sent to
each of these gentlemen by J. P. Moore, Esq.,
chairman of the legislative committee. A day
after the passage of the memorial M. B. Howe
and Charles Li ftchild composed a plea, show
. h hId di,trictmg every reason w y. t e new an .
should be created, and why \,yaterville s~ould
he the seat of the land office. This, WIth a

, ropor
sworn statement of Douglas county s P
tion of the land business of the Yakima Land
District, furnished by the kindness of R. W.
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S "
'as sent to Congressman Wilson. The

tarr, ' .
It Of this rustling has practIcally brought

resu .
bout the establishment of the new ColumbIa

a '11 "Land Office at Watervi e.
In September, 1S9 I, there was great acti v

ity among the government officials in their en
deavors to suppress the cutting of government
timber. September 3d, of that year, the Big
Bend Empire published the following account
of the prosecution of Mr. Harris, the Badger

Mountain sawmill man:
"The Ellensburg stage arriving Tuesday

evening, August 25th, brought among its pas
sengers a Mr. C. E. Bayard, of Seattle. Wed
nesday he made his appearance at C. A. Harri5'
saw mill, on Badger Mountain and made
known the object of his visit to \,yaterville.
He was a special land agent from the United
States government and had a direct commission
from Washington to investigate and act upon
complaints against Mr. Harris made ,to the

Interior Department. * * * * * The mill
was not ordered closed down. United States
Commissioner Pendergast fixed Mr. Harris'
bond at $500, which was promptly furnished
with H, N. Wilcox, as security. Mr. R. S.
Steiner and Mr. Wilcox, both of whom had
accompanied the agent up the mountain, un
wittingly, not knowing his designs upon Mr.
Harris, were subpcened as witnesses and or
dered to appear at the same time and place as
the defendant.. Mr. Bayard took his departure
the follO\ving day. He is reported as having
said that in his report to the government he
should apprise them that Nash & Stephens were
III the same boat with Mr. Harris, and equally
hable to prosecution. News of the arrest of
Mr. Harris quickly got abroad. Much alarm
wa 'fSmall! ested at the prospect of the lumber
supply being cut short. The outcome of Mr.
Harris' t . I beca. na me at once the general sub-
Ject of d' .ISCusslOn, and fears were expressed
that not I .. ' on y one but both mIlls would be
obhged t t h'
. 0 sop t elr saws. That such a con-

tlllgency \. Id be ."ou In the nature of a public

calamity was the universal opinion. 'It will
practically amount to closing our land office,
entirely stopping our immigriltioin and par
alyzing out trades, said a prominent business
man. A consultation was determined upon
and the office of Matthews & Loucks selected
as' a place for the meeting. Nearly every busi
ness and professional man in \,yaterville was on
hand. A number of speeches were made, and
the following resolutions were unanimously
adopted:

"\,yhereas, it has come to the knowledge
of the people of Douglas county, \Vashington,
that a special agent of the Interior Department
has caused the arrest of one, C. A. Harris, a
sawmill man, charging him with cutting timber
from government land in this county, and

"\Vhereas, it has been further learned that
prosecutions are about to be instituted against
all mill owners operating saw mills on govern
ment land in this county,

"Therefore, be it resolved that in view of
the fact that the cutting of said timber and the
manufacturing of it into lumber is absolutely
necessary for the continued development of
Douglas county, that all of said lumber is used
for domestic purposes and is applied by settlers
in making needed improvements upon their
lands thus enabling them to fulfill the require
ments of the law and obtain title to their homes.

"There being no means of transportation
from such places where other lumber is manu
factured, except at excessive cost to the settler
for hauling the same for a distance of sixty to
eighty miles, and being compelled to pay almost
double the price of the lumber manufactured
in this county.

"That Badger Mountain lumber is of in
ferior quality and would have no market value
were there any transportation facilities from
lumber markets.

"That it is believed that the complaints en
tered against the said sawmill men were act
uated by selfish motives and that if the Interior
Department were informed of the true state
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of affairs and of the needs of the settlers, these,
or any prosecutions would never have been iI,-
stituted. .

"Therefore, be it further resolved that this
meeting view with apprehension the action of
the government in this' matter and are unani
mous in determining to use all honorable means
to secure the dismissal of the prosecutions."

The following affidavit was circulated and
unanimously signed by residents of Douglas
county and forwarded to Congressman \iVilson
with a view to having the cases against Badger
Mountain mill men stopped.

State of Washington, County of Douglas, ss.:
We, the affiallts, whose names are hereunto sub

scribed, on our several oaths, do depose and say: That
we are residents of Douglas county, Washington; that
we are well acquainted with the topography of said
county, \\!hich is 60 miles' wide and 100 miles long, and
consists almost entirely of rolling bunch grass prairie;
that there is no timber in this county except in the ex
treme western portion upon the summit of what is
known as Badger :Mountain, 4,(X)() feet above sea level;
that this timber is 50 miles distant from the nearest
railroad point; that there is but little timber in the'
counties west of Douglas county and east of the Cas
cade mountains; and what there is, with the present and
previous facilities for transportation, is absolutely in
accessible to the residents of Douglas county from the
fact that to reach it it is necessary to cross the Colum
bia river, which is 1,800 or 2,000 feet lower than the
table land which comprises Douglas county; that there
is no timber near enough in any other direction to be
available for building or fencing purposes; that without
the use of timber from Badger Mountain it would have
been impossible to have settled the lands in Douglas
county west of Grand Coulee, and will be absolutely im
possible to further develop it; that there has been taken
up by settlers, up to the present time, 30o,CXX> acres of
land west of Grand Coulee, in Douglas couuty, Wash
ington, and that the settlers of all these lands have
drawn their supply of timber and lumber from Badger
:tv! ouutain; that if each individual settler had' takeu his
supply of timber necessary for his building in the shape
of logs,he would not have as good and valuable improve
ments as he now has, 'and each and every settler would
ha"e used so much greater an amount of timber that
the timber on Badger Mountain would by this time
be exhausted, and none left for future improvements,
and in all cases, except that of settlers living in the im
mediate yicinity of Badger Moun1ain, he was enabled
to make his improvements at a much less cost to him
self by purchasing the lumber cut on Badger Mountain,

than had he expended the large amounts necess
haul the timber in the log to his res'Pective c1aim~ry· to

We further state that the timber cut on the I d
. an s

upon whIch the alleged trespass was done has been
indiscriminate cutting by the settlers and the saw mi~
men, and that much of ,t has been done by the settl.. . ers
hvmg near Badger Mountam for the iniprovement of
their claims, and much of it done before the saw mills
came into the country and that the tops of trees cut
have been almost aU used for fuel.

•We further state that none of the timber cut
and manufactured into lumber on Badger Mountain
has been exported from the country, but it has been
used in the country adiaceut thereto for domestic pur
poses, for the building and improvement of the COun

try; that the lumber manufactured frorri the timber on
Badger Mountain is of a very poor quality, and that it
could only be used in the pioneer periods of the country;
that as soon as transportation facilities are such that
other and better lumber can be obtained, ihat the lum
ber from Badger Mountain will be driven from the
market; that because the timber is so scattering and of
so poor a quality few individuals can be found who are
willing to sacrifice a timber right in order to obtain
title to the land.

And we further depose and say, it is our firm belief
that, as the timber is indispeusible to the development oi
Douglas county, as above represented, any action by the
United States, either civil or criminal, against so-called
tiIriber trespassers on Badger Mountain would be harsll,
uncalled for and oppreS'Sive, and that such persecutions
would be in pursuance of a mistaken policy, and without
full knowledge of existing conditions, and would result
disastrously to this community.

Meanwhile the criminal prosecution
against C. A. Harris was disposed of temporar

ily by the finding of the grand jury which .re
turned "Not a True Bill." The civil actIOn
instituted against alleged timber trespassers
were carried oyer until the next sitting of the
United Stafes district court. The foIlowing

correspondenc~ wound up the \\' hole affair:

. ' . "September 22,.1892.

"Register and Receiver U. S. Land Office,
"Waterville, Washington.

d· f vhat."Gentlemen: My understan mg 0 \ .

are known as the Badger Mountain cases IS

that they were measurably excused by.the local
. . . . hOO hood and thatneceSSities of a pioneer nelg r . of

the trespasses were not for the purpose
. . d did not

shipping timber to other pomts an
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unt to a profitable speculation in govem~
afilO 'ded d' . hment property. I have dec! to 1sn:I1SS t e
pending civil cases and unless .the pubhc good
demands a criminal prosecutIOn, no. further
action will be taken. ,I desi·re your views on
this subject and also wish to know whether the.
parties sued-Messrs. Cannon, Harris,. Rogers,
Howe, et a!., have ceased to trespass on ~he

lands in question.. If so, .then the whole busi
ness will be dropped. Please noti fy me of your
opinion at once. Yours truly,

"P. H. WINSTO~, U. S. Attorney."

To this Mr. Dallam replied as follows:

"Han. P. H. \i\Tinston,
"D. S. Attorney, Spokane, Washington.
"Dear sir: \i\Te are in receipt of your letter

of the 22d inst. In reply we will say that the
depredations have been discontinued on
Badger Mountain for more than a year. As
a matte~ of fact, as indicated in your letter,
depredations were excused by local necessities.. .

* * * * * A dismissal of the criminal
cases would be an act of justice and appreciated. .
by the whole .community. Please notify us
when the cases are dismissed, that parties may
be saved the neces~ity of an expensive trip to
attend· court. .

. .
"F. M. DALLAM, Receiver.
"J C .. . LAWRENCl':, Register."

In 1892 the Great Northern Railway Com
pany extended its line through the southern
portion of Douglas county. At this period
that part of. the county was considered worth
less as an agri.cultural country' and no settle
ment was added by reason of building of the
road until several yea,s. later.

The year 1893 was a severe ~ne for Doug
las County-as weII as the rest of the country.
The conditions which wrecked financial' com-. . ,
merclal and manufacturing industries through-
?ut the length and breadth of the land necessar-
Ily left th . .
h: . . elr mark 111 Douglas county by pro-
Ibltmg publ!'c d" . d.an 'pnvate Impr-ovements an

almost totalI t . . . . E Iy s oppmg Immlgratton. ar y

in the spring the prospects seemed good for
the addition of a large population to the county,
but the arrival of homeseekers ceased and the
progress' for the year, so propitious in the
spring, was' nulIified by the "hard times." It
was, indeed, a trying time for the residents of
the county.' It proved to be a set-back which
was not overcome for several years. Yet con
ditions in Douglas county were not worse than
elsewhere. In fact we have the best authority
for the. statement that the depression for the
few years in the middle 90's was felt less in
the Big Bend country than in most portions of
the west. But many settlers became discour
aged. In times of financial distress and de
pression the idea invariably prevails that some
where else one can do better. Some who had
cast their lot with Douglas county disposed of
their holdings or abandoned them and sought
other fields. On these accounts little progress
was made for the years between 1893 and 1896.
This condition was relieved by the immense

,

wheat crop of 1897 and the pre\'ailing high
price for that cereal. .

The June floods of 1894 will. not be for
gotten by pioneers. The following accounts
are from the S pokallc Re'view and the Empire.
The Re-uie"& correspondent, writing from
\i\Taterville under date of June 6, says: .

"The Columbia river is higher than ever
known by white men and at last reports was
still rising. Some orchards along the river are
badly damaged. A Mr. Sparks, living a couple'
of miles below Orondo, is a great sufferer. He
had one of the finest orchards, on the river.
The water covers every acre., and Sunday,
June 3, his residence was washed .away. Not
a ferry is in operation on the river and cross
ings are made in skiffs. A brief, but severe
storm, in the nature of a tornado, struck here
Sunday, the 3d. Chirrmeys were wrecked,out
houses blown down and fences prostrated. In
some localities hailstones. as large as hickory
nuts fell. No such blow was ever: before ex
perienced."
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The Empire of June 14th said:
"The rapid rise of the Columbia the past

three weeks has rather changed the face of
nature along the ri ver bottoms and considerable
damage has been done near here. The Orondo
Shipping Company's warehouse stands in about
twelve feet of water anchored down with three
tons of potatoes and fastened to the bank with
ropes; all the grain was saved. W. Z. Cooper's
house stands in nine feet of water and is fasten
ed with ropes. In all probability both of these
houses wiII stand the flood. All the wood from
the woodyard has gone out and a great many
logs' have followed the procession. Captain
Knapp had quite an experience with his steamer
in trying to bring in a house which was sailing
past. After trying in vain to secure it he was
compelled to cut loose and, drifting upon a
rock, broke a fluke from the screw of the
steamer. He landed about five miles down the
river. Fortunately he has several extra screws
at the ferry and the accident has been repaired.
All along the river to Orondo the orchards
have suffered and a great many fine bear
ing trees washed away. The fine nursery of
Stephen Konkel is flooded and in all probability
entirely destroyed. This will be a great loss;
for the condition of it was at the point of
where his years of patient industry w~re being
rewarded."

At Orondo a warehouse and stable went
out. The warehouse was loaded down with
rocks and sand, but the current was too strong
for even this stout resistance. Many rods of
fence belonging to Messrs. Kunkle, Thompson,
Howe and Miles were carried away. A raft
of logs broke loose from a steamer near Oron
do, and went down the river with two men
aboard. It was finally landed at Sparks'
orchard.

The gold excitement of 1894 is thus de
scribed by the Empire.

"It has been known for years that the b'anks
of the Columbia river contained fine gold.
Almost any of the dirt will show color, but the

best showing is taken from a yellow sand and
clay .streak that can be f.ound on both sides of
the rIver above general hIgh water mark. This
strata runs all the way from a few inches to
two or three feet in thickness, and in places will
pan out several hundred colors, but the colors
are so infin.itesimal as a rule that they can hardly
be seen WIth the naked eye. The high water
of this summer in many places has exposed
this old pay streak, or rather washed off the
top sand and dift until it is uncovered. It was
while prospecting one of these uncovered de
posits that Mr. S. A. Pearl's attention was at
tracted to the Banty process, then being
operated in Oregon. and he at once made a trip
to that state, met the inventor. induced him to
come up here and finally purchased three of
the machines. What they wiII really do is yet

•

to be proven by a thorough test. The Pearls
have not been able to secure a retort that would
work and hence are not in a position to state
what wages can be made working Columbia
river dirt. The writer has seen the process in
operation and is satisfied that it will save gold.
The inventor claims that it will save 90 per
cent of the gold and we think it will. The only
question to be settled is, is there sufficient gold
in the dirt to pay for working? If the dirt runs
only from 50 cents to $1 a ton the process will
not pay big for the simple reason that its capac
ity is limited. With such low grade dirt the
problem of returns reduces itself to the quan
tity that can be handled. * * * * Until
Mr. Pearl can give the process a thorough and
complete test the public is at sea as regards its
value as a gold saving invention."

Continuing, the Empire said on August

30th :
"Mr. Banty, of Oregon, who has a new

chemical process for saving flour gold tried the
experiment on the river at Troy, last Saturday

(August 15), and it seems to have prove~.~
success. The work of shoveling the pay ~

and carrying the water in buckets to the slUIce
. . h If d at theboxes occupied an hour and a, a an
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cleanup it was found that the process had saved
something over $4 worth. of gold. Parties
present being satisfied wIth the work done
bought several machines,. the Pearl boys pur
chasing three. The excItement for the past
week over placer mining claims has been at
fever heat and claims have been taken up all
along the river from Wenatchee to Virginia
City and, probably, some above that point.
Should the process continue to be a success,
which we hope it will, the country here will
soon be flooded with gold. Mr. Banty, after
making the experiment, left Tuesday for
Alaska, where he had promised to go. Another
trial will be made by the Pearls next Saturday,
and if successful they will sell several
machines." •

While for a time there was considerable
excitement over the machines, it was found to
be a slow process of extracting wealth from
mother earth, and gradually conditions resolved
themselves into the normal, and again attention
was tumed to the surer methods of agriculture
and stock growing.

The year 1895 witnessed the beginning of
the end of hard times. In its resume of the
progress of the county during this year the
Empire said, December 26th:

"With the weight of disaster in financial
centers yet bearing with crushing effect upon
development and progress; with all the distress
of 'hard times.' so much about which has been
.heard throughout the breadth and scope of the
nation, shutting up manufactories and reducing
wheat and farm stuffs to the minimum' with
disadvantages in transportation and marketing
facilities such as no other country of like size
fertility and development was ever known to b~
SO long without-with these disadvantages to
meet and difficulties to overcome-the year
1895, now about to close, has brought greater
~osperity to the people of the western Big
f end and leaves them in better shape freer
rom debt and with more money on h;nd ac-

cording t I'o popu abon than have the people of

any other agricultural section in the Pacific
Northwest. Indeed, the year has been full
of material benefits. 'Wheat advanced in the
spring and farmers unloaded their hold-over
supply, at saving figures and went ahead to
grow more of it. A broad acreage was sown
and vast fields of peas, beans and potatoes were
planted. Corn, barley, oats went in all over
the country for feeding purposes, and the live
stock interests experienced a boom by the
branching out of agriculturalists into beef, pork
a.nd dairying. In this way the foundation was
laid on the plains for a season of abundance at
harvest time, while along the valley, of the
Columbia orchards were budding with the
promise of a sure yield of the fullest weight the
frail branches might bear.

"The growing season, it is true, might
have been more propititious, as the summer was
phenomenally dry, and there were fields upon
which no rain fell after planting, yet the crop
yield generally was wonderfully abundant. The
harvest time \yas a splendid period, and from
early fall to a week ago no weather could have
been better suited."

It was not, howe\"er, until the "bumper"
crop of 1897 that conditions began to regain
their former bright hue.

The first Douglas County Industrial Ex
position was held October 3d, 4th and 5th, at
'Vaterville. There were fully 2,500 or 3,000
people present. They came early and remained
late. They swarmed the streets and pushed
and jostled and jammed the exposition grounds.
The stock parade took place at noon and the
free barbacue was an immense success. The
people assembled at the grand stand and Con
gressman S. C. Hyde, of Spokane, delivered
an address. He was introduced by Mr. R. S.
Steiner. The exposition was in every respect
a grand success financially and socially.

A mass convention of Douglas county
citizens held at Waterville, February 14, 1896,
was a step taken toward securing immigration
and it resulted in much good to the develop-



556 HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

-
ment of the county that year. It was attended
by 200 citizens and every section of the county
was represented. W. H. Anderson, of Moun
tain View, was _chosen president and Fred
McDermott, of \Vaterville, was made secretary.
Valuable papers were read by Messrs. P. D.
Sutor. of Fairview; R. H. Thomas, of Pleasant
Hill; Judson Murray; A. L. Maltbie; John R.
Morgan and John \Vilson. A permanent or
ganization was effected, and owing to plans
originated at this convention a large immigra
tion was subsequently brought to the county.

The year 1897 was the most prosperous
ever witnessed in Douglas county up to that
date. There was a large wheat crop, high
prices, every body made money and all were
prosperous. From' this year until 1902 the
county continued to enjoy a steady growth,
although not in such proportion as in the later
90·s. The financial depression had left the
county in poor shape, and these were the years
of reconstruction. In the spring of 1902 many
eastern settlers came to the county. There was
plenty of good government land at that period.
The Coulee City Ne'iiJS on March 28, 1992,
explained why the county was behind its
neighbors in the matter of settlement as fol
lows:

"Ever since the boom this town experienced
when the Central vVashington Railway built
in here ten years ago Douglas county has lain
dormant. Last spring an exodus of settlers
from the east gave a slight impetus to the real
estate market, but the effect on the condition
of affairs was only temporary. While the sur
rounding counties which had ordinary trans
portation facilities went ahead, Douglas county
remained in the same old rut, and all because
the management of the Northern Pacific made
the huge mistake of making an alkali flat situ-

. . ,

atec! in a coulee 1,000 feet below the surround-
,

ing country, its terminal point. This town \:>eing
the only egress for grain shipment from a
wheat belt several thousand squa:re miles in
area, it is HO wonder, although our soil is first

class, settlers have given Douglas county the
goby and located in other and less fertile dis
tricts where a shipping point could be reached
without ascending and descending a hill five
miles long and in places nearly perpendicular.
Douglas county's present influx of population
can be re~rded as a natural course of events."

But despite this gloomy outlook in 1902
every train and every stage brought men and
their families to the county seeking investments
anel homes. Parties who had for several years
lived in the county, but who had never taken
the trouble to file a homestead, now commenced
to hustle and file on land before all the choice
selections were taken. The following figures
illustrate the rapiel settlement of the county and
other territory in the Columbia Land District
during the year 1902: In the year ending July
1st, there were 2,166 filings in the Waterville
land office. During the first ten years the office
was opened there were only 2, 170 filings, and
the one year's business came within four of
being as large as the whole of. the first ten
years' business. These filings. represented
320,428 acres divided by counties as follows:
Okanogan, 58.271; Chelan, 28,181; Filings;
Douglas, I, 588; Chelan, 198; Okanogan, 380.

The Coulee City-Adrian "cut-off" was com
pleted in 1903. This i~ a connection by rail
between the Central \Vashington and the Great
Northern raihvays, between Coulee City and
Adrian. As a piece of engineering there is no
road in the state that can surpass it, For many
miles it is a tangent cutting through obstnlc
tions however formidable. Every cut found a
depression' nearby which was filled, making a

.... ~

roadbed of solid rock and gravel. In t
twenty-two miles there is little curvature and

, .. f nd at
but few bridges, and these are to. be au
the southern end where the grQund is almost,. .

. ". . 0 con-
level and material to make the fill not s
venient. iVlr. Mellen's estimate of cost of can
.struction off-hand 'at the time of construction

, .. hcost
was first announced, was $250,000. It as d
nearly twice that sum, because when they rna e
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h reliminary and final surveys they carried
\ e ~ine straight as possible and allowed no
~~y waU to turn them a hair's breadth.
When the engineer and contractor had com
pleted their work in a scientific and conscie~

tious manner, those who passed on the ralls
failed. In a number of instances there are
found rails that have seen hard service, splin
tered and worn, turned for the wheel flange.
The adjoining rail, most likely, is a 70-pound,
serviceable one, while the next one is fit only
to remain in the scrap heap from which it was
taken. Someone, through incompetency, ren
dered this fine piece of construction a useless
commodity, as those who were called upon to
pass on the road refused their consent to per
mit heavy wheat trains to run over the defective
rails. Under these conditions there is only one
proper recourse; replace the condemned
material with good. To do this will require
some time.

January 3, 1904, there was organized at
Waterville a society known as the Douglas
County Old Settlers Association, composed of
settlers who have lived in the county before and
during 1890. The following officers were
elected: A. T. Greene, president; A. A. Pier
pent, first vice president; Charles F. Will, sec
retary; M. B. Howe, treasurer; Ole Ruud,
recording secretary; S. E. Jordan, marshal;
~lrs. S. C. Robins, librarian; Trustees: A. L.
Rogers, three years; H. N. Wilcox, two years;
J. A. Banneck, one year. Following is a list
of the names of the charter members and the
date of their arrival in the county:

Mrs. J. H. Kincaid, 1889; Agnes Jordan,
1888; Al Enrich, 1889; Sarah Owens, 1890;
Belle Patterson, 1888; Ethel Pearl, 1886; John

Shearer, 1888; Christina Jansen, 1887; John
McLean, 1888; Charles Kellogg, 1888; S. E.
Jordan, 1888; Joseph Ogle, 1888; A. N.
Gormley, 1888; Mrs. Fitzgerald, 1889; John
Hall, 1888; A. T. Greene, 1885; R. J. Waters,
1884; Elmer Thompson, 1890; J. M. Johnson,
1888; Al Pierpont, 1883; Mrs. W. W. Fitch,
1888; Charles Cumbo, 1888; E. C. Ogle, 1886;
J. F. Metlin, 1886; Fred Carpenter, 1888; T.
N. Ogle, 1886; M. B. Howe, 1888; Orville
Clark, 1884; J. D. Logan, 1888; Mrs. Etta M.
Jordan, 1888; Mrs. Hattie Waters, 1884; Mrs.
Teddy Eurich, 1889; Lizzie C. Hall, 1887;
Mrs. Alice Speed, 1888; Mrs. S. A. Pearl,
1886; Gerde Jamison, 1887; F. C. Tyler, 1886;
Hattie C. Kellogg, 1888; C. W. Hensel, 1887;
Edward Ownens, 1883; J. N. Gormley, 1888;
J. J. Fitzgerald, 1889; George Bradley, 1887;
C. F. Will, 1885; G. W. Philbrick, 1887; G.
M. Cumbo, 1888; J. A. Banneck, 1883; W. W.
Fitch, 1887; O. Ruud, 1883; F. M. Alexander,
1883; S. A. Pearl, 1886; James Pattie, 1885;
H. N. Wilcox, 1883; J. S. Withrow, 1888; T.
A. Power, 1883; T. J. Cusick, 1889; C. H.
Wilcox, 1886; J. F. Hunt, 1887.

According to a census taken by the assessor
during the summer of 1892 it was shown that
the population of Douglas county was 4,284.
The commissioners therefore, on December 12,
1892, raised the county's class from the 25th
to the 23d. January 15, 1902, it was raised to
the 2 I st class, having a population of over
5,000. July 6, 1903, it was raised to the 16th
class, the assessor's census showing a popula
tion of 9,183. According to a census taken
by Assessor ''\Till and his deputies in the spring
of 1903 the population of the county at that
time was 10,168.



CHAPTER m.

CITIES AND TOWNS.

COULEE CITY.

Although not the largest village within the
limits of Douglas county, Coulee City is, cer
tainly, the most picturesque and, perhaps, the
most interesting from a historical view point.
It is situated in the bed of the Grand Coulee
and almost overshado\\'ed by its lofty, imposing
walls. \Vith no large area of agricultural land
in the immediate neighborhood one might at
first blush be led to doubt that there was a
reasonable excuse for the existence of Coul~

•

City. But a more careful investigation reveals
the fact that the town is admirably located. It
is on a level piece of ground. The view of the
coulee walls is an inspiring sight. Here the
town lies in an opening of that wonderful
creation of nature, the Grand Coulee, and one
ne\'er tires of gazing at the towering walls of
the portion of the coulee which extends to the
northwest. A few minutes' walk to the south
reveals other marvelous sights unfolded. Sur
rounding the town are a number of springs of
pure water which furnish the town with its sup
ply. Around these springs which are just out
side of the original platted townsite, are groves
of trees at whose roots cluster the lovliest
flowers imaginable, covering the banks of the
springs and the tiny brooks which flow from
them-a veritable oasis in the "scab rock"
country which surrounds Coulee City for sev
eral miles.

The site where now stands Coulee City was
•

for many years known as McEntee's Crossing

of the Grand Coulee. Here for an extended
period lived Philip McEntee, the pioneer of
Douglas county. In I88! he erected a log
cabin on \\'hat would now be the outskirts of
the town. During the follo\\ing few years
other settlers came to the vicinity, bnt it was
not until 1888 that enough of them had come
into the country to warrant the establishment
of a store. In June of that year Mr. Gt'Orge
R. Roberts, who had come into Douglas connty
in 1883, opened a general mercandise store
about three-quarters of a mile north of the pre
sent business portion of the town of Coulee
City. A postoffice called McEntee, in honor
of the first settler, \vas established, and Mr.
Roberts was named and sen;ed as the first post
master. In November of the following year
Mr. Roberts took his brother-in law, Mr.
Thomas Parry, into partnership with him. The
business was subsequently conducted under the

Th " J)firm name of Roberts & Parry. e town
of McEntee was enlarged in the fall of 1888
by the establishment of a second store and a
blacksmith shop, both enterprises being financed
by Levi Salmon. Mr. Salmon conducted the
blacksmith shop, and his son, Arthur, was III

charge of the store. Dan Twining also con

ducted a saloon in McEntee.
The town of McEntee lost its identity with

the platting and building up of the town of
Coulee City in the spring and summer of. 1890·

. b' sm the
Roberts & Parry engaged m usmes

S 1 n movednew town, and here, too, Mr. a mo .
. t'le busmess

his shop, but closed out hiS mercan I



-

HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY. 559

, ',1 Entee The postoffice of McEntee was
1111V,C' 0'

f rred to the new locatIOn and was there-
trans e .
fter known as Coulee City.

J But its history really dates from the build
. f tIle Central Washington railroad to thatmg 0

. t or more properly, from the contem-pom , .
plated construction of the road to the c.rossmg
of the Grand Coulee. Let us examme the
prospects for a town at this point before the
road reached the spot where COlflee City after
ward appeared, from the viewpoint of that
veteran editor, Frank M. Dallam. April 28,

1890, he said:
"It is confidently expected that trains will

be running into the coulee by the first of July.
This point will be the end of a division and
the railroad company will make extensive im
provements. Round houses, shops and all the
buildings necessary at a division will be con
structed. The company will spend thousands
of dollars in this work, and a large force of men
will be employed. It i's proposed to build the
round houses of brick, opening a profitable
industry to some one. Quite a town is bound
to spring up at this point. It will be by far
the most important place between Davenport
and the Columbia river. Already arrange
ments have been perfected tor putting up a
large number of buildings. A gentleman was
on the way to the place Monday for the purpose
of constructing a large hotel. A paper will be
issued at Coulee City before the road is com
pleted. A very large number of lots have been
sold in the town and the demand for property
•

IS so great that the price of lots is soon to be
advanced. No town has ever been started on
the road with brighter prospects than Coulee
City, and in time it will become a very impor
tant place. The public will hear more of Coulee
City in a few weeks, as it is already attracting
a large number of people." .

The town was platted and dedicated April
15. r890, by Levi Salmon. Reed's plat of
Coulee City was filed April r7, 1890, by G. K.
Reed A.dd··'. ItIons to the town have been platted

since as follows: McEntee's First Addition,
May 29, 1890, by Philip McEntee. South
Side Addition September 24, r892, by L.
McLean, as trustee. First Addition July r,
r892, by H. S. Huson and C. C. May.

Following the advent of the railroad the
growth of the new tOlm was something phe
nomenal. Its history during the first few weeks
of its existence is told in the initial issue of
the Coulce City N eel'S \\'hich appeared June 30,
r890, under the guidance of that veteran pub
lisher, James Odgers:

"George R. Roberts is the pioneer mer
chant, having IElcated about one mile north of
the present to\vnsite two years ago. He has
been postmaster of McEntee ever since the
office was established. One year ago he took
Thomas Parry, his brother-in-law, as partner.
Roberts & Parry carry a full stock of general
IT',erchandise and enjoy the fruits of square
dealing in a good, prosperous trade. John J.
Thomas was, also, one of the first to see in
the head of the coulee a good business site and
an opening for a hotel and feed stable. He
erected a building close to the store of George
R. Roberts and has enjoyed an excellent pa
tronage from the traveling public. He has just
completed one of the best hotel buildings be
tween Spokane Falls and the Sound. The long
acquaintance of himself and estimable wi fe in
this section will enable them to know and meet
the wants of the traveling public.

"Barker & Madden erected the first build
ing on the present townsite, which was followed
shortly by another built by Michael Freda.
Both places were used for saloons and they
still cater in that capacity. The townsite com
pany held out inducements for a first-class hotel
to be erected in short order. E. A. Foreman,
of Medical Lake, agreed to have a hotel of
twenty rooms completed and furnished in thirty
days following the contract. Mr. Foreman ful
filled the agreement to a dot, and the Central
Hotel is the result. James Hunter, formerly of
Cloverdale, North Dakota, in looking for a



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

-
location for a general store, settled here when
the town· was first located. He immediately
erected a large tent and commenced business.
His stock is large and new and consists of
almost everything that is called for in the mer
chandise line. He is daily adding to his large
stock as his fast increasing trade demands.
Tony F. Richardson & Company have erected a
large and commodious livery barn that is a
credit to the place. They immediately stocked
it with good driving and saddle horses, and
several new carriages and buggies. .They also
run a lumber yard where all kinds of building
material can be had at current prices.

"Adron & Thurman also have a livery and
feed stable where they take pleasure in giving
the best care to all stock entrusted to them.
'Billy,' as Mr. Adron is commonly known, has
run a hack between this place and Almira ever
since the town has been established, and being
a rustler he stilI gets his share of the partonage.
John Brown, our restaurant keeper, is one of
those good-hearted, whole-souled pioneers who
have seen the country grow up and develop for
years. His tables are always supplied with the
best the market affords and to feed at the City
Restaurant is to fare sumptuously. Frank A.
Losekamp, of the 'Blue Front,' is always on
deck to sell you a suit of clothes or fit you with
a pair of nice shoes. Frank has had consider
able experience in the gents' furni shing line
and knows the needs of the western trade. Mr.
Losekamp and wife are a worthy addition to
our fast growing city. Hill & Evans, dealers
in- lumber, sash, blinds, coal, etc., are men of
good business principles and will make it a
point to deal in first-class building material
and we predict for them a good trade. Bisbee

•

& Cooper have just finished a substantial build-
ing on Main street and opened .up a well
ordered saloon. Both managers are well
known along the line of the Central Washing
ton. For the past year both have been located
at Wilbur. Davis & Raridon, formerly of Wil~
'bur, are now located here. They have a well

equipped shop and we are able to recommend
them as first-class general blacksmiths and
horseshoers.

"M. Gilfoil & Shook are the proprietors of
one of th~ Mam street saloons. They occupy
a good bUlldmg, and the R. R. is always popu
lar. Both gentlemen are fonner residents of
Davenport. In a rapidly growing town like
this there are always scores of carpenters.
Prominent among them is the contractor and
architect, Thomas East. He has superintended
the erection of some of the best buildings in
town and they are monuments of his skill. Mr.
East is an excellent mechanic. A Chinaman
has already found his way among us and put
up a wash house. He is, of course, prosperous
and happy. A meat market will soon be opened
here by Dan Paul whose experience recom
mends him to all.

"A bakery has just been opened and is
doing an increasing business. A jeweler, we
are told, has come among us, although his
shingle has not been swung. A building has
just been completed on Main street by a gentle
man from Wenatchee, which we are informed,
is soon to be opened as a short order restaurant.
A large double building is being erected on
Main street near the depot which will be occu
pied on one side as a barber shop, while the
other will, doubtless, be opened as a saloon,"

Such were the business conditions of Coulee
City in 1890, the outcome of but a few short
years of municipal existence. And aside from
this business activity there was considerable
"life" of another description. The town was
overrun with railroad laborers and, incident·
ally, a number of rather sanguinary cowboys.
Personal encounters were frequent and con
siderable disorder reigned for a few months.
This was a condition however, that could hard·

, 11
ly be averted and one not unusual to nearly a
new railroad towns. But there was a brighter
side to the picture. June 27, 1890, the Coltlet

City N /!U'S. said:
"Only surprise is pictured on the faces of
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"110 visit out city after a few weeks
those "
b e They hardly realize that in so shorta senc " "

" such substantial business houses coulda time
be constructed so far from the base of supplies.
Where a few weeks ago bare crust, grease wood
nd ungainly knolls were to be seen, today are

~road, graded streets and avenues. \iVith the
adrent of the railroad in a few days the rush
will begin and we may look for a still greater
improl"el11ent. A model railroad yard is here
waiting for the finishing touches. A round
house of six stalls, built entirely of brick, black
smith and repair shops of the same material,
sand house, material house, coal bunkers, t\\"O
water tanks, turn table, a large, artistic depot
and station house will all combine to make
Coulee City resemble a railroad center of im

portance."
The Central Washington railroad was com

pleted to Coulee City and in operation in the
fall of 1890. Between tbis time and the
"boom" of 1892 the population rose to nearly
300 people. The town was on a most sub
stantial basis. But during a portion of the
year 1892 Coulee City was on the anxious
seat. Her condition might aptly be termed
fererish. It then appeared probable that the
Great Xorthem railway would cross the Grand
Coulee at that point. In fact it was considered
by many that this was the only available point
where a crossing could be made. \iVe have told
In a previous chapter how the route along Crab
Creek Iras finally selected. But the rumor
that the road might, and probably would, cross
at Coulee City precipitated a boom that could
not haH been surpassed had the road actually
passed through the heart of the town. Material
for the Ct' .ons ructIon of the greater portIOn of
the road through Southern Lincoln and Doug-
las count" ." les was shIpped over the Central
\Vashingto .' Co 1 C' .n Vla u ee Ity. DUrIng the sum-
mer of 1Q~ h "

"';12 t e town was a typical raIlroad
camp. Residents of that year· tell us that the
place had I' "

a popu atIon of r,200 to 1.500. Tem-
POrary b "Id' "

UI mgs were run up and all kinds of
36

business, good, bad and indifferent was added
to the town. The class of people who follow"
the building of railroads were there in all their
commendable or pernicious activity. Coulee
City gained a reputation that summer for
"toughness" which was only equalled later by
Wenatchee and Cascade Tunnel, at the time
the army of railroad builders made those places
their headquarters. But with the removal of
these railroaders Coulee City resumed its nor
mal condition-that of a tOlvn possessing a
class of most estimable citizens. The buildings
erected for temporary use were torn dOlvn, or
sold and removed to adjacent ranches. For
the succeeding decade the town remained a
country village, being the trading and shipping
point for a vast but thinly populated territory.

Between twelve and one o'c1ock, Sunday
morning, July 14, 1895, the six-stall, brick
round house was discol'ered to be on fire.
The flames had spread to such.an extent that it
was impossible to check them with the water
facilities at hand, and all the wood-Ivork was
rapidly consumed. Locomotive No. 119 was
in the house and Ivas nearly ruined.

The growth of Coulee City during the
decade from 1892 to 1902 was insignificant.
Still, it was the terminal of the Central \ Vash
ington railway, and this fact made for the bet
terment of a business that, otherwise, would

"have been stagnant. The town also drew trade
from an immense expanse of territory. How
ever, there was very little settlement during the
term of vears mentioned, But there was

•

destined to be a revival. In November, 1902,
the work of grading for the Coulee City-Adrian
cut-off was commenced, and business of the
town improved perceptibly in consequence.
Trains entering the town were! loaded with
laborers consigned to work on the cut-off, a
piece of rocky road bed twenty-two miles in
length extending from Coulee City to Adrian,
on the Great Northern road to the south.
Again the little town assumed the appearance
of a bustling mining camp. Several hundred
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laborers were at once set to work on the new,

road. The result was the erection of many
new buildings in the to\\'n to be used for saloons
and lodging houses.

In ] une, 1903, according to the assessor's
returns, the population of Coulee City was
placed at only 122. It is at the present writing
] une, 1904, about 300.

HARTLINE.

Late in 1888, when the Central Washing
ton and Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern rail
roads were running their surveys through west
ern Lincoln and eastern Douglas counties, there
sprung into existence, in Douglas county, a
town known as Parnell. It was on the survey
of the Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern railroad,
and was four and one-half miles southeast of
the present tO\\'ll of Hartline. Here, in the
spring of 188g, D. F. Reeves and E. ], Brower
established a· store under the firm name of
Brower & Ree\'es, This was the only business
house in Parnell, and Mr. Brower soon after
ward severed his connection with the enter
prise. ]. \V, Hartline \\'as interested in the
building of a to\m at this point, and had not
the construction of the Seattle road been aban
doned quite a thri\'ing village, doubtless, would
have made its appearance at Parnell. The fol
lowing from the \Yilbur Register of June 14,

1SSg, supplies an account of one incident in the
brief, ephemeral history of the town of Par
nell :

''J. VI/. Hartline, of the promising town of
, Parnell, situated about ten or twelve miles west
of Davisine, was in town Tuesday to get some
posters announcing a celebration of the Fourth
to take place there, If Mr. Hartline is a repre
sentative, with the amount of push and enter
prise which he possesses, of the population of
that infant city, and from previous knowledge
anel reports from that community we believe
his neighbors are alike progressive, the place is
sure to come to the front as one of the sub-

stantial trading points of this section, There
are about ten or fifteen miles of first-class farm
ing land between Parnell and the COulee, and
about twenty-five west of Wilbur, giving ample
room for a good station. They expect to have
a very pleasant time the Fourth and have all
interesting pmgram arranged."

Although the town of Parnell never Call
sisted of more than one store, preparations were
made for the building of a city, and with the,

characteristic energy of the western townsite
boomer, those interested in the building of the
town sent out enthusiastic reports of its pro
gress. The following Parnell notes are taken
from the issue of the Big Bend Empire of
December 27, 1888:

"A meeting of the citizens was held at Par
nell Saturday, December 7th, to take action on
matters relative to the welfare of the town, G.
K. Reed in the chair and John Hartline, sec
retary. All present expressed themselves ready
to rush matters, and the future prospects are
bright. Such was the enthusiasm raised at the
meeting that the cry ,,'as not, 'my kingdom for
a horse!' but 'a kingdom for a shower of lum
ber with a sprinkling of shingles!' so that the
building could go on to completion, as the mills
cannot supply the demand."

"Isaac Deeter, of Terre Haute, Indiana, is
now home closing his affairs to engage in the
merchandise business here, Messrs. Hartline
& Lingle will soon complete their livery and
feed stable. A. L. Ross, of K ebraska, bought
three residence lots anel a business lot for a

home and drug store.
"W. R. Urnley will erect a suitable building

'11 .(for hotel purposes, while D. D. Utt WI eree
two more substantial business houses, and

. nd
Parnell will be on the road to prosperIty, a
with the coming of spring will be the second
city in the Big Bend, and will make an effort to

reach her sister city in the west."
I t was not until September that a '.postof!i~

was established at the new town wIth E. '
1 ft vard theBrower as postmaster, Short y a en'
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,'hich constituted the town, was removed:store, \

to the present site' of Hartline and Parnell
.ceased to exist. The reason for the abandon
ment of Parnell and the upbuilding of the town
,of Hartline was the failure in construction of
the Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern railway.
A railroad was the great desideratum and the
boomers gave up their project at Parnell and
transported their lares and penates to where a
railroad was sure to come.

In the spring of 1889 John W. Hartline
took up the quarter section of land upon which
Hartline is now situated, having been located
on the same by James Odgers. This homestead
Mr. Hartline commuted. Here he erected a
small shack just east of where the Hartline pub- ,
lic school building now stands. This cabin
\ras the first edifice on the Hartl ine townsi teo
Mr. Reeves, who had conducted the store at
Parnell, in 1890 erected a store building on Mr.,
Hartline's land and moved his sto<;k of goods
up from his fonner place of business. This
action was taken by Mr. Reeves because it was
considered certain that the Central Washing
ton railway would extend west earlier than the
Seattle, Lake Shore & Eastern, and the new
site was on the surveyed line of the former
road. A pastoffice was secured at the time of
the removal to the new place and named Hart
line in honor of the' homesteader of the land
on which the postoffice was established. Mr.
Reeves was named as postmaster. Hartline
that same year enjoyed an era of prosperity.
P,]. Young erected a dwelling house and a sec
tion house was built by the railway company.
Grif Humphrey came down from Broad Ax
Springs, in Lincoln county and established a
blak'h' '.c smlt shop. P. J. Young put in a small
stock of lumber and in the fall of the year,
there being several families in the new town
and in th ..!, e vlclmty, a school was established.
This pioneer educational institution of Hartline
was h Id ', e 10 the J. W. Hartline shack, and con-
sisted of . h .b . elg t. scholars who were mstructed
y MISs Alice Cope.

The town was platted June 5, :Vj90, by John
W. Hartline. Additions to the town have been
platted since as follows: Hammerly's Addi
tion, April 7, 1902, by John Hammerly. Hill's
First Addition, October 8, 1902, by James H.
Hill.

The coming of the railroad did not bring
with it an abnormal prosperity as was the case
with so many other places along the line.
George R. Roberts erected a platform along the
track before the railroad was in operation and
bought wheat in the new town, thus distin-

•

guishing himself as the pioneer grain dealer.
He did not, however, locate here permanently
at this time, and soon disposed of his business.
Late ;n the year 1891 was established the sec
ond store, by D. C. Johnson, which continued
in operation two years.

In 1891 the town of Hartline contained
the following people: D. F. Reeves and wife;
P. J. Young, wife and three children; Grif
Humphrey, wife and two children. Vlithin a
radius of a mile or two of the town Iived Carey
Carr, William Bundschue, James Hill, H. H.
Ames, Charles Ames, D. F. Ames and William
Hart. In 1893 John and George McDonald
established themselves in the grain business in
Hartline and Coulee City, building a warehouse
in each place. John looked after the firm's
interests at Hartline; his brother attended to
the Coulee City business. In 1894 Mr. Reeves
died and the store building and goods ,,'ere pur
chased by McDonald Brothers, who continued
the business for eight years. The next store
to be opened in Hartline was erected by Patrick
Kane in 1898.

Until 1902 Hartline did not accomplish
much in the way of improvement. It was a
trading point for the few settlers in the vicin
ity; only this and nothing more. Two ware
houses conducted by John McDonald and
George R. Roberts took care of the wheat
raised in the vicinity, while the stores of Mr.
McDonald and Patrick Kane comprised the
business houses of the place. In the year abo"e
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mentioned \~le town received an impetus that
advanced it to one of the more prosperous vil
lages of eastern Douglas county. The most
important enterprise of this year was the erec
tion of a large brick store building by M. E. &
E. T. Hay, of Wilbur, an edifice that would
be a credit to a city of several thousand inhab
itants. Other enterprises of this year were the
establishment of the Hartlillc Stalldard bv,
Spining & Bassett, of Wilbur; the building of a
hotel by R. S. Faubion, erection of a public
ha.ll and lodge room and several other business
houses, the Hays' lumber yard, Dr. Harris'
drug store, etc. These improYements were
the result of rapid development and settlement
of the surrounding territory. The improve
ments of 1902 were supplemented the follow
ing year by others, notably the establishment
of the Hartline State Bank.

The population in June, 1903, as given by
the county assessor, was 140, but the increase
since then has been considerable and Hartline
is today a town of about 300 population. It
is one of the principal grain shipping points in
the Big Bend, supporting five warehouses. In
point of population it is the third to\m in
Douglas county and contains many wide
awake and enterprising citizens, public-spirited
and enthusiastic in behalf of their locality. No
town on the Central \:Vashington railway is
more beautifully located, and no other is blessed
with a more plentiful supply of pure water.
Three miles to the north rises quite a majestic
ridge, comprising exceedingly fertile soil. To
the east is another slight raise, more properly
a wa\Oe or roll of earth, which trends southeast,
passing eight miles south of town. All the ter
ritory lying between the two is comparatively
level, and the view in a southwest, or westerly
direction is, practically, unobstructed for fifteen
or twenty miles. Hartline enjoys a perspective
more extensive, perhaps, than any other town
in eastern \Vashington. The townsite proper
is situated on nearly a dead level. That por
tion of territory north of Hartline known as

the "ridge country," was first settled in the
80'S with the first rush of immigration into the
Big Bend. The earlier settlers who came II'e. re
informed by the few pioneer stockmen that the
lighter colored soil south of the ridge was
worthless except for stock range. People from
the Mississippi Valley states \\ere easily per
suaded to avoid the light colored land. The
darker soil of the ridge was what they were
more accustomed to, and so long as there Iras
land to be had in the darker soils no one would
settle farther south. Gradually the ridge land
was taken and a few took homesteads on the flat.
The enforced hasty and crude methods of farm
ing during the earlier history of settlement did
not yield sat.isfactory results in that locality. In
pioneer farming the ridge had a great deal the
best of it, and the knowledge that the lighter
soils could be made just as profitable as the
other came as a gradual revelation. The differ
ence between the two soils is this: the hearier.
darker soil of the ridge packed or settled'doll'n
more rapidly and the wild nature disappeared
more rapidly than it did from the lighter, dryer
soils. But the slightly better average moisture
is offset by the advantage of much earlier seed
ing in the spring for the lighter lands, which
enables them to avoid an occasional risk which
the ridge cannot escape. But both the ridge
and fiat produce immense crops of wheat and
their productiveness has been the principal, in
deed the material cause of Hartline's acknowl-,
edged prosperity.

WATERVILLE.

vVaterville, the county seat and metropoliS
. . d 0 the north-of Douglas county, IS Situate m .

western part of the county, distant about 11Jne
miles from the Columbia river to the west. It
is an inland town, 28 miles ~ast from Wenat-

. . D ily staaes
chee, the nearest railway pamt. a ?a

run from \i\!aterville to the steamboat land!n"
. . C ulee Cltr.on the Columbia nver and also to a .

the western terminus 'of the Central Washing-
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ton railway, 45 miles to the east. \hIate:vil~e
. 600 feet above sea level. The townsite IS
IS 2, hId . I ' h'as lovely as one could ave se ecte ,Wit lln t IS

scope of the country, the table la~ds gradually
sloping to the south and affordmg easy a~d

natural" darinage to the place. Says the Btg
Belld Empire, published at Waterville:

"Talk about scenery! What's the matter
with the view that may be had any day from
Waterville? To the south skirt the Badger
),Iountains. Farther away to the west extends
the Cascade range with their snow-capped
peaks rivalling one another in their ambition
to reach the skies. As the eye follows along
to the north it will see Mount Chelan, the home
of every wild animal known to a north tem
perate zone climate, and a landmark for all
tribes of Indians to the northwest. Next the
beholder views the rugged mountains of Okan
ogan county, their bosoms filled with gold and
silver, and rivers glistening with mountain
trout. When this interesting panoramic view
has been satisfied let the eye rest on the great
expanse of rolling prairie of thousands of acres,
here and there dotted with the cabin of the im
migrant, where peace, happiness and content
ment dwell as nowhere else in the Big Bend.

"In the midst of this scene is the mighty
Columbia river winding its way through the
center of diversified resources as though to
serre as a medium to float the overproductions
of the country to the sea. \Vhen an observa
101\' has been erected at Waterville no city in
the world can excel her in extent and variety
of natural scenery."

The quarter section of land which is now
known as the original townsite of vVaterville
and Green's First and Second Additions was
taken as a squatter's claim by Stephen Boise
111 1883, the year that witnessed the arrival
of the first settlers to Western Douglas county.
At this pe . d tlno le government had not accepted
the survey f h'Bo' 0 t IS part of the country and Mr.

.Ise could only secure a squatter's right. A
Jlnvate Surve h d bey a en made, however, and

this was, practically, the same as the one aft
erward made by the government.

Here Mr. Boise built a log cabin, a log
barn, and dug a well. He passed the winter
pf 1883-4 here and the following year fenced
about fifteen acres of land where the court yard
is now. Ten acres of this land he had under
cultivation. These pioneer buildings have long
since been removed, but the place where stood
the cabin is marked by a depression in the
ground which served Mr. Boise, and later Mr.
Greene, as a cellar. They were located near
the center of the quarter section, the cabin be
ing just south of what is now \Valnut street;
the barn near the Big Bend Hotel and the well
being in the middle of Walnut street.

In the summer of 1883 H. N. \Vilcox came
\vith the vanguard of pioneers to the western
portion of the Big Bend country. They settled·
on the quarter section of land just north of the
Boise quarter, and what is now \ Vilcox's addi
tion. Mr. vVilcox remained on the place dur
ing the summer and fall. He then returned
to Cottonwood Springs (later kllO\\'n as Da
\'enport) to pass the \I"inter. It \I"as currently
reported that Mr. "'ilcox had abandoned the
place, and the following spring the land was
"jumped" by Howard Honor. The outcome of
this act was told by Dr. ]. B. Smith. one of the
pioneers of the \Vaten'ille country. in the first

issue of the Orondo Nc'i.C's, in July. 1889:
"In the latter days of March. r88.+. \I"e met

Howard Honor hauling a load of lumber from
Nash & Stephens', Badger Mountain. sa", mill.
\Ve were im'ited to get aboard and go out with
him to 'Jumpers' Flat', (no\l' the site of \Vater
ville). as he had jumped the ranch of H. N.
Vl'ilcox. * * * \Ve helped Mr. Honor
put up a cabin' and stopped with him at the
ranch of Mr. Charles Hall. \Vithin a few days
Mr. \Vilcox pulled in to occupy his ranch, and
current report of those days said there was a
parley bel\l"een the \Vilcox and Honor parties
in which the use of Winchesters was prollosed,
but reason prevailed and Howard Honor re-
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tired from the contest and took up his present
ranch. It is worthy of mention that in the
early days of the settlement, although the coun
try was, practically, without officers, or law,
breaches of the peace very seldom occurred.
This speaks volumes for the excellent character
of the early settlers of the Big Bend."

The building of a town on the location of
the present \\Taterville was conceived by A.
T. Greene, who is known as the "Father of
Waterville." Mr. Green first came to the
Big Bend country in 1884. Land in the west
ern Big Bend was then unsurveyed, but in the
spring of 1885 Mr. Greene came out from
Davenport and purchased the Boise claim.
During the summer of 1885 he remained on
his claim and sowed a crop. It was during this
period tha t he decided to build there a town.
To the \Hiter Mr. Greene has stated just how
there happened to be the town of Waterville,
and the circumstances which combined to bring
about the founding of a town in a country
which at that time, certainly, was not very
promising. Ever since childhood, when Mr.
Greene lived with his parents in New England,
his ambition had been to either engage in lit
erary work or to become the founder of a city.
These ideas clung to him when he had arrived
at manhood. \\Then first he came to the west
ern Big Bend it was not with the intention of
carrying out his early dreams, however. But
this identical idea came strongly upon him one
night, during the summer of 1885, as he lay
by his hay stack, where he slept during the
heated term. Here he was in possession of a
claim to which he hoped some day to secure a
clear title. \\Thy not layout a townsite and
realize his ambition? Stranger things had hap
pened than the building of a town in a new
country like the one in which he had cast his
lot. But Mr. Greene did not at once reveal
his plans to his neighbors, yet from that time
out the founding of the town of Waterville
was tssured.

. During the month of June, 1904, the writer
enJoyed the pleasure of a drive in company
with Mr. Greene from that gentleman1s ran h. c .
four mIles northwest of \Vaterville, into the
city for which preparations for building had
been planned just nineteen years previous. As
we arrived at the summit of an elevation, and
the beautiful city of Waterville burst into view

"and the "Father of Waterville" pointed 011t the
various landmarks, reminscences of the earl\'
days, it certainly must have been with a feei.
ing of pride. vVhere nineteen years before he
had lived, the sale inhabitant, he now gazed
down upon a little city of 1,000 people; a city
of which he was the founder and a city whose
welfare has ever engaged his best attentions,

Mr. Greene returned to Davenport in the
fall, and in November, 1886, he was married
to Miss Dell Turner. Immediately upon the
arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Greene plans were
made for the platting of a townsite, Being
unsurveyed land it was necessary to lay it out
as a government townsite.

A few days after their marriage Mr. Greeuc
and his bride had started for their new home,
The possessions of the newly married couple
consisted of a span of horses, a second-hand
\vagon, a supply of provisions and a firm de
termination to build a city on the young hus
band's land. vVaterville at this period, the
fall of 1886, consisted of Mr. Greene's log
cabin, and w hat was a rarity in those days, a

fine well of water.
Mr. Greene interested J. M. Snow, a sur

veyor, in the building of a town here, whieh
should become a candidate for county selt
honors. Mr. Snow surveved the townsite and-
these two gentlemen laid their plans for secur

- ,
. . h b' f h d l'ncidental1\',mg m a Itants or t e town, an , , .

. th . ledlate
the county seat. The settlers 111 e Imn ,
vicinity of the proposed town at this ~flO~

'f H n \\,lleo\,were A. T. Greene and WI e. armo 'd
H. N. Wilcox, J. M. Snow. James H. Kin

ell
,:

P· t Morn>
wife and three children, AI lefj)on,.
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B zard John Buzzard, William Wilson, Johnuz, ,
Barrowman, Arch Barrowman, E. A. Cornell,

James Melvin, Frank Silvea. ..
In October, 1886, Mr. Greene relinqUished

40 acres of his ranch ~o be ~sed as a' govern
ment townsite. If thiS actIOn had not been
taken by Mr. Greene at that time, it is doubtful
if Waterville or a town by any other name
would be in existence there today.. It was
proposed to build a town that would become a
candidate for county seat honors. The town
was named Waterville in consideration of the
fine well which was a sharp contrast to the
dry well of Okanogan, the county seat. There
is said to be nothing in a name, but there was
something significant in the naming of this
town.' People in the neighborhood for several
miles around would corne to Mr. Greene's
place for their supply of water and his ranch
began, at an early day, to be called "Water
"ille." And yet visitors to the capital of Doug
las, county marvel at the name applied to a
town which is miles from water, other than
wells.

The town was platted by a board of trus
tees. Following is the dedication of the Water
ville townsite:

"Territory of Washington,
"County of Douglas, ss.

"Know all men by these presents that we,
John Brownfield, James H. Kincaid, and Jud
SOn Murray, trustees, all of Douglas County,
Washington Territory, desiring to locate a
townsite under the laws of the United States
government, governing the location of towns
Upon the pubic lands of the United States, have
caused to be surveyed and platted upon the
northeast quarter of the southeast quart<:r of
sect'IOn 21, in township No. 25, north of range
22, East Willamette Meredian, W. T., in the
county of Douglas, the town of Waterville as
herein sho A h .wn. nd t at we hereby dedicate
to the us f h .eo t e public forever the Park Square
and all st .reets and alleys herem shown; also

that we hereby dedicate to the county of Doug
las, to the town of Waterville, to the Free Ma
sons, to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows
and to the public schools, and to their suc
cessors, assignees and trustees forever, those
several tracts respectively marked for them on
the herein plat and map. Witness our hands

, '

and seals this 26th day of October, A. D., 1886.
"JOHN BROWNFIELD,

"JAMES H. KINCAID,

"JUDSON MURRAY,

"Trustees.
"In the presence of Emily D. Brownfield

and J. M. Snow." ,

•
To the town of \Vaterville additions have

since been platted as follows: Greene's First
Addition, December 22, 1888, by A. L. Greene.
Greene's Second Addition. February 20. 1889,
by A. L. Greene. Kincaid's First Addition,
February 25, 1889, by James H. Kincai,J.
Walter's First Addition, February 26. 188<),
by William Walters. Park Acre Addition,
August 26, 18&), by H. C. Thomas. Attom2Y
in fact for Enos A. Cornell. Cornell's First
Addition, April 24. 1890, by E. A. Cornell.
Cornell's Second Addition, April 24, 1890, by
E. A. Cornell. Cornell's Addition, Jan
uary 12, 18<)1, by E. A. Cornell. Walter's
Second Addition, January 5. 18<)1. by William
M. Walters. Walter's Third Addition, Jan
uary 19, 18<)1, by William M. Walters. Edd
son Addition, February 2, 18<)1. by David
Orr, Gus Pagel, T. R. Busteed, J. B. Bliss,
Walter Guson. Kincaid's Second Addition,,

January 26, 1891, by James H. Kincaid. Wil
cox's First Addition, February 28, 1891, by
H. M. Wilcox. Columbia Park Addition,
March 14, 1891, by C. M. Stephens. Mel
vin's First Addition. April 2, 1891, by James
Melvin. Kellogg's First Addition, November
28, 1903, by L. E. Kellogg.

The platting of these additions during the
years 188g-g1, many of them -of liberal pro
portions, resulted in extending the town of
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\Vaterville over a generous territory. Illus
trative of the extent of these plattings a story
is related of a citizen of \Vaterville who ap
peared on the streets of Spokane one day. The
gentleman from \Vaterville was accosted by a
friend with the remark: "\Vell, I thought you
belonged in \Vaterville; what are you doing
here ?"

"Oh," replied the Douglas county citizen,
"I had to make a trip to one of our newly plat
ted additions, and being so close thought I
would drop in and see you."

\Vhen the \Vaterville townsite was sur
veyed by Judge Snow the only building on the
proposed location, was the cabin of Mr. Greene.
Until the spring of 1887 Waterville remained
without improvements. That spring, however,
a building was run up. Sometime previous a
blacksmith, E. E. Stowell, had 'come to Bad
ger mountain settlement with his tools and
there located. Under the influence of Mr.
Greene and other settlers Stowell located at
\Vaten'ille on the new townsite. As an in
ducement to do this all the neighbors turned
out and hauled lumber to the townsite and as
sisted the blacksmith in erecting the first build
ing in Waten·ille. This original edifice is still
standing.

The second building was erected, also, dur
ing the spring of 1887. This was put up by
Isaac N e\vhouse for the ostensible purpose of
being utilized as an office by Judge Snow. It
was. howe\'er, subsequently utilized as a court
house, Judge Snow occupying but a portion of
the edifice. This building occupied the site
where now stands the Piper brick store, on
\Valnut street. It was removed to another
part of town and is now used as a residence.
The same summer Mr. Newhouse erected an
other small building and put in a stock of
goods. thus becoming the pioneer merclnnt of
\Vaterville. Here Mr. Newhouse conducted
business until the spring 1889. Mr. Newhouse
had been the first to build his campfire on the
present s:te of \Vaterville and to tread down

the thistles for those who followed later. I
was his money and his energy that contribut~
to a large degree to the present SUcce~ of the
town. Mr. Newhouse died near 'Waterville
February 12, 1901. '

Following the platting of the town the em
bryo city at once waged a warm county seat
contest an account of which will be found in
the current history chapters of this work.
Judge J. M. Snow did much of the head work
that secured an early boom for the town.

The removal of the county seat to Water
ville, which was accomplished on Mav 3 188-.. , I,

did not create any undue excitement. While
\Vaterville had secured the honor of being the
county's capital, it was \\'ithout a postoffice.
It was not within the province of the board of
county commissioners to legislate the Okano
gan postoffice to vVaterville, and for some time
following the removal of the records Okanogan
was a town with a name only-and a postoffice.
To this postoffice it was necessary for the
county officials to go for their mail. Some
people had their mail directed to Badger po,,
office. The official trip for mail was made by
Auditor R. S. Steiner on horseback, once or
twice a \I'eek. Of course this plan was quite
unsatisfactory. But in December. 1887, a post
office \I'as secured for \Vaten'ille and A. T.
Greene was named as postmaster. In point
of fact J\Ir. Greene was the only bona fide resi
dent of the new town. and legally entitled to
hold the office. The county officers who con
stituted the balance of the to\\'n's population
were all residents of other places in the I'icinity
where they were "holding dOlY!1" claims. Au
ditor R. S. Steiner was made deputy postmaster
and one corner of his office lias set apart as the
postoffice. This condition of affairs continued
unt:! the spring of 1888. Then Rogers &

b · and theHowe opened a mercantile USl11ess

k . . b I ]\Ifr Howepostoffice was ta en 111 y t lem, - 1 .

becoming postmaster. ell
During the fall of 1887 George Bra ey

came to Waterville and erected the first per-
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nt building, and one that was, certainly,mane .
pretentious for that penod." The upper story

arranged for a public hall, the lower por-was .
tion being utilized for store purposes. But It
lias not occupied in this line until the spring of

QQn The building was completed Christmas,
I uv;f'

1887, and was dedicated by a grand ball, the
first ever given in Waterville. Following this
e\'ent the sale of town lots became quite brisk.
Preparations were made for lively times in the
spring and the rhults fully justified the

preparations.
Speaking of these pioneer days the Big

Bend Empire of date January 30, 1896, said:
"Mail in those days (1887-8) was received

at odd times from Spokane, about ISO to 160
miles by stage line east, and from Ellensburg,
i5 miles across the Columbia and over the Kit
titas mountain to the southwest. Provisions
and supplies of the settlement were freighted
from these points at rates ranging from $40
to ~o per ton. Flour, bacon, feed and grain
brought enormous figures. Few luxuries were
then known to pioneer's table; necessaries only
\rere handled by the one grocery shop, (New
house's), and the want of these at times-flour,
meat, salt and lard, the writer recalls, threat
ened periods of famine, forcing the settlement
to half rations, while the arrival of wagon
trains was awaited from the far away stations."

The Empire states that in the spring of
1888 only eight buildings could be found on the
Waterville townsite. This condition of affairs
did not long. continue. Building operations
began and in a few short months Waterville
\ras a town of some size. N early ~ll branches
of business were represented. Fred McDer
mott, who came to Waterville in the spring of
1888, describes conditions prevailing in the lit
tle town at that period as follows:

"The writer well recalls that even then
.there were but few prairie cabins and no fences
beyond a distance of six or eight miles from the
embry . .
. a cIty of the county seat. Waterville
\Vas ani hya amlet, and on the day, particularly

that we arrived after a long journey across the
southern deserts from the Dalles, in Oregon,
there were but two 'stores in operation and
neither of these had on hand as much as a side
of bacon or a sack of flour. In fact a tempor
ary famine was imminent and want. of bread
stared the few citizens in the face until, luckily,
an accidental outfit, laden with flour and meat
for the Okanogan mines, appeared on the 'off
ing' outside the townsite, shortly following the
writers arrival. It cost them at the rate of
$60 per ton to get anything into Waterville
from the railroad at Spokane Falls, Ritzville
or Ellensburg, though it was not until the first
of June of that year, 1888, that wagon naviga
tion opened on the Kittitas mountain so as to
admit of the i'mport of supplies from that point.
Spokane was about 150 miles distant by the
freight road; Ritzville 9~ and Ellensburg 75
miles. The rush to the Okanogan, or Salmon
river mines. was great at that time and for a
year following there \vere scores of packing
outfits going through \Vaterville every week
bound for the north. ?\foney was plentiful,
too. in those days. and twenty dollar gold pieces
appeared to be as freely circulated as the nickels
~re todav. A man'elous development began
that summer and continued into the next year
thrOlwhout the whole coulltrv. Cabins sorung-

~ -

up all over the plains and during- the fall and
winter-the latter being- remarkably ooen and
mild-over a hundred large and supstantial
business and residence buildings were added to
the citv of vVaten-ille."

Julv 4. r888. ,V:lS the first Indeoendence
Dav celebration helrl in \\'aterville. The fol-. ..
lowing- account is taken from the file of the Big
Be/'r! Fmpires

"The neoole nf tre Big- Bpnr] may well fepl
proud of their celebration of July 4. 1888. It
marks the era of a ne\\" and grand existence
that h:ls dawned upon the heretofore almost
isohted region 'west of the Grand Coulee that
is destined to become a g-reat commonwealth.
Although the day was made disagreeable by a
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heavy wind which made it almost impossible
to go out of doors those who had the manage
ment of the exercises were not to be discour
aged and the program was carried out almost
exactly as arranged. At an early hour in the
morning the streets were thronged with people
and the town was beautifully decorated with
evergreen trees and national flags. The pro
cession started from Bradley Hall, and was of
such imposing splendor as would have done
justice to much older and larger towns. The
Liberty Car gotten up exclusively by our enter
prising citizen, Mr. G. W. Philbrick, was the
admiration of all. Much praise is also due' the
ladies, Mrs. E. E. Stevens, Mrs. G. W. Phil
brick, Mrs. Phillips, and Mrs. Harden, for their
success in finding the '38 little girls for the
Liberty Car.

"The exercises at the grand stand were of
more than usual interest as was shown by the
marked attention of the people who were able
to secure seats. Miss Eunice Derifield did
herself credit for the excellent manner in which
she rendered the Declaration of Independence.
Orator Bradley acquitted himself well, as was
indicated by the frequent bursts of applause.
His speech was prefaced by interesting al
lusions to our own new country: then he re
viewed the history of our government and the
theory of our free institutions. He rose above
political parties and interested his hearers with
the grander thought of American liberty. H.
Hilscher responded to a call from the G. A. R.
boys and made an off-hand speech that was
heartily applauded. His reference to the Re
bellion and to those who fought on the other
side was especially well received. Judge Snow,
as president of the day, proved himself equal
to this, as all other occasions, by his dignified
bearing and many winning ways.

"The vocal and instrumental music ren
dered by Miss Frankie Whaley, as organist,
Mrs. Rounds, Mrs. Van Alstine and Messrs.
Murray, Corbaley, and Clark, was one of the
most enjoyable features of the day. The wind

did not blow too hard to plainly hear the. , Sweet
notes of the organ m perfect time with th
clear voices of the singers. At the conclu . e

:I- Slon
of exercises at the stand the multitude repaired
to dinner, after which the program of Sports
was witnessed, when dancing was commenced
and was continued till sometime the next day.
There were many strangers and new come~s

present and all agreed that it was the most suc
cessful and every way agreeable Fourth of July
celebration they ever witnessed. The crowd
in attendance was variously estimated from
1,200 to 1,800."

It may be justly said that the merchants of
\Vaterville. during the infancy of the town,
were devoid of one fault too common with the
business men of nearly all new towns. There
was no jealous rivalry among them. All were
on friendly terms; all worked for a common
object, the welfare of \Vaterville. The same
is true today, there being few towns where
such goodwill and unanimity of purpose pre
vail among the business men.

One of the notable improvements in Water
ville during the year 1888 vvas the establish
ment of a brickyard by J C. McFarland. He
secured a contract for 75,000 brick in the town.
He immediately set to work under all the dis
advantages that confront such enterprises in a
frontier country, but in July he opened his /irst,
kiln and produced a fine product. This enter·

prise was continued two years.
During the fall of 1888 considerable

trouble was engendered by jumping of lots on
the townsite. \iVaterville was located on a gov
ernment townsite dedicated to the public nse.
Consequently the lots were the property of the
persons who chose to take possession of them
for the purpose of making homes or engaglOg
in business and were held somewhat as other
unoccupied lands were held, by actual use or

f I'b alit\' tooccupancy. For the purpose 0 I er :.
the public and enlisting as many as posslb]e-

, . . -h' h at thetoward the townsIte enterpnse, \V IC
. . 88'8 J'ttle else thartbeg1l1nmg of the year, 1 , was I
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" ',te " certain lots had been dedicated for reas,
ligious, educational and benevolent purposes.
The town was laid out similar to other towns
with streets, alleys and a public square.

This condition went well until the summer
of 1888. Then the surging tide of immigration
brought all classes of people who engaged in
various lines of business and people de
siring lots were far more plentiful that;
were the lots. Some maintained, logic
ally or otherwise, that the townsite be
ing on government land, even the streets
and public squares were convertible to private
use by occupancy. It was, perhaps, owing to
such chaotic condition of affairs in the status
of the townsite that led to several cases of lot
jumping, or less harshly, "conflict of titles."
Concerning a well-remembered case of lot
jumping the Big Bend Empire of October I I,

,888, said:
"But the climax was reached last Saturday

(October 6), \yhen it WqS whispered that some
individual was about to take possession of the
lot dedicated to the Masonic order. This lot
has now become quite valuable, and who the
greedy one could be that would attempt to ap
propriate the property that by common consent
had been dedicated to a benevolent institution
was a matter of some conjecture. In due time
the parties came in sight and proceeded to dig.
Ever and anon they would turn up their
weather eyes as though wondering if it were
going to rain. It was also learned that teams
had gone to the mill for lumber. About this
time several of our well-known business men,
members of the mystic tie, appeared in a body
and commenced remonstrating with the bold
mtruders. But it appears the latter reckoned
On at least a wordy combat, and they stoutly in-
Sisted on pro d' . h h' .cee I11g WIt t elr Improvements.
During the day operations were quite Iivelv in
that neighb I d '.. or 100 , and by sundown the blllld-
mgs were well under course of construction;
one of which . f . .M . ' we are In ormed IS deSIgned as a
. aSOmc hall. Our night editor is, also, of the

belief that he could plainly see figures of indi
viduals passing to and fro at the bewitching
hour of midnight, 'when graveyards yawn,'
but upon visiting the scene the apparitions van
ished. All parties are now uninterruptedly
building and will, probably, occupy the lot un
til the question of title is finally adjudicated.

"For the information of our readers abro'ld
it is proper to add that the difficulty concerning
the title is owing to delay of the government
in accepting the surveys: that the surveys have
never been accepted, and settlers holding claims
adjoining the townsite will in a few days be
prepared to give good titles, and the days of
'jumping' will be remembered simply as other
pioneer incidents."

To this the Empire added:
"It will be remembered that \Vaterville is

a government townsite; that is, that lot claim
ants acquire title to their lots through the gen
eralland office at Washington, D. C, by a pro
cess similar to that pursued by homestead or
pre-emption claimants. Owing to wprk being
about two years behind in the general land of
fice lot owners on the original townsite have
had no shadow of title to their lots except the
improvements which, as might naturally be ex
pected, have been of such a character as would
answer the demands of their business."

May 29, 1890, the Empire said:
"The patent to the original to\Y11site of

\Vaterville has been issued to Joseph M. Snow,
the dull' constituted trustee, who will in due

•

time convey to claimants and occupants of lots
good and sufficient deeds. Thus ends a source
of much uneasiness and doubt regarding the
final titles to lots on the government townsite
of ·Waterville. The seeming long delay has
been caused by the overwhelming accumula-

, tion of business in the general land office at
\Vashington, and the matter has been hastened.
beyond its regular order by R. W. Starr, Esq.,
of this place and his associate counsel at \Vash
ington, D. C

"The question of deeds to lots. in the orig-
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inal townsite has retarded the growth of the
town to a great extent as well as to greatly
lessen the number of real estate transactions,
not only in the 'old,' or original townsite, but
addition property as well, for the reason that
government townsites are generally little un
derstood here and people who have not taken
the trouble to examine the subject have been
inclined not to meddle with property they could
not see a perfect title to. But those who have
examined the prospects for titles to the original
to\\"nsite, and among them our able local at
torney, have been satisfied all the time that no
titles in the world could be better than those of
vVaterville town lots, and the formal accept
ance of the proof by the department of VVash
ington confirms the correctness of their posi-

, "tlOns.
It was not until December, 1890, that the

lot o\vners secured deeds to their lots. The
patent to the townsite was received in May,
1890. hy J. M. Snow, trustee, and the deeds to
the lots\\'ere made out by Mr. Snow.

The first church edifice erected in vVater
ville \vas begun in November, 1888, a Method
ist Episcopal church, 28 hy 40 feet in size. Sub
scriptions were taken and several hundred dol
lars secured for this purpose.

\Vaterville in 1888 \vas willing to become
the capital of \Vashington Territory. The
Empire in its issue of December 27, of that
year, told why the town was qualified to become
the capital city of the commonwealth as fol
lows:

"\Vaterville is approximately the geograph
ical center of the Territory; it is so accessible
from all parts of the Territory that three differ
ent railroads are breaking their necks to get
here first: it is midway between the Queen City
of the Sound and the 'Minneapolis of the vVest,'
Spokane. Three months ago vVaterville was
nothing. now it is a booming city with ol,er a
hundred fine buildings the shingles of which
are not discolored by wintry storms. Among

the enterprises under contemplation for spring
are a. system of waterworks, street cars and
electriC lights. It has the most wideawake mer-
chants and greatest number of beautiful women
of any town in the United States. It is a
boomer; it is a bird; it's going to be the capital."

In the vote for the location of the capita! in
1889 Waterville was not a candidate, but re-
ce'ived a few votes in Douglas county. '

At the beginning of the year 1889 the pop
ulation of Waterville was estimated from 300
to 350. There were two general merchandise
stores, three hardware stores, four grocery and
provision stores, two hotels, one restaurant,
three blacksmith shops, one drug store, two
butcher shops, four saloons, five attorneys,
three physicians, one undertaker, one news
paper and two bakeries.

Following is the opinion of Mr. Sam Vin-.
son, agent of the general land department, con
cerning vVaterville, voiced while paying the
town a visit March, 1889:

"It is the best town in the Big Bend coun
try, and I regard it as the second Spokanft
Falls. All that are lacking are transportation
facilities. It is ten miles from the Columbia
river in a beauti fu! and productive valley.
\Vater can be obtained from the springs in the
Badger Mountain, with a fall of 300 feet, that
will supply a population of 20,000. In all my
travels over \Vashington I have never seen a

•

better location for a city-with the exception
, of Spokane Falls, of course."

During the fall of 1888 agitation for the
incorporation of the town \vas begun. Water
ville at this time was the recognized metropolis
of an immense territory and during the pre

'ceding summer had, enjoyed a rapid growth.
'I theBut the town -was not incorporated unt!

following spring. The growth of the town
and its increasing importance made a city gov
ernmc:nt imperative. A petition was circulated
and it was signed by nearly every tax-paymg
. . . . th t the districtcItizen m the town praymg a
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rt issue an order granting the incorporation
cou . fh'

d for Following IS a copy 0 t e pet!-praye . .
tlOn.

"To Hon. L. B. Nash, Judge of the Fourth
Judicial District of vVashington Territory, and
holding terms of court in and for the county of

Douglas:
"We, your petitioners, being taxable inhab-

itants of the town of Waterville, in said county,
respectfully pray that said town may be incor
porated and police established for the local gov
ernment thereof. Your petitioners desire that
said incorporated town of \Vaten'ille shall in
clude the following territory, to wit: The east
half of the southeast quarter of section 21, in
tOlVn 25, north of range 22, east of the vVilla
mette Meridian; in Douglas county, \Vashing
ton Territory.

"Signed: H. R. Hilscher, W. F. Allender,
\r. M. Crisp, Kirk Whited, Geo. A. Allen, D.
\roods, F. M. Stricker, G. W. Hollingshead,
Albert T. Greene, L. E. Kellogg, D. F. Riggs,
C.iII. Stephens, S. W. Phillips, D. C. Johnson,
C. Gilchrist, Colin Campbell, William Fergu
son, J. M. Willis, Henry Lieurance, C. H.
Abel."

March 22, 1889, the petition was granted
by the following order:

"In the District Court of Washington Ter
ritory, Fourth Judicial District, holding terms
at \Vaterville, in and for the County of Doug
las'•

"In the matter of the incocporation of the
City of Waterville.

"A. petition having been presented to the
court praying that the inhabitants of the follow
lIIg described tract of land situated in the coun
ty of Douglas and Territory of vVashin!!tonb ,
and rna .. re particularly described as follo\vs, to-
Wit· Th: e east half of the southeast quarter of
seellon 21, township 25 north of range 22 east
of th ' ,
few. M., be incorporated under the name

°1' hthe town of Waterville, and police be estab
ISedf h'
in or t elf local government; and it appear-

g to the COurt that said petition has been

signed by a majority of the taxable inhabitants
of the tract of land aforesaid, and sought to be
incorporated as such to\\'n; and the court being
fully advised of the premises, it is ordered,
adjudged and decreed that they are hereby duly
incorporated under the name of the town of
Waterville within the limits of the tract of land
above described, and that they are henceforth
declared to be a body corporate under the said
name of the tOlm of \Vaterville.

"And it is further ordered that C. )J.

Stephens, Albert T. Greene, \ V. F. Allender,
L. E. Kellogg and S. \ \'. Phillips be, and they
are, hereby declared to be the trustees of said
town, and to continue in said office until their
successors shall be elected and qualified.

"And it is further ordered that said petition
and this order be entered in full on the records
of this court.

"Done in chambers this l\farch 22, 1889.
"L. B. K.-\SH.. .

"Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of
\;Vashington Territory, of the Fourth Judicial
District thereof."

In pursuance \vith this order the gentlemen
named in the decree met at the office of Snow
& Greene on Thursday, March 7th, took the
oath of office before R. S. Steiner, clerk of the
district court for Douglas county, and formally
organized as board of trustees for the town of
vVateryille. A. T. Greene \vas the unanimous
choice for chairman of the board. Kirk Whited
was appointed clerk of the board and city at
torney; M. B. Ho\\'e, treasurer; \y:. Z. Cooper,
marshall. The only business transacted was
the calling of an election to be held on Monday,
April I, to select town officers. F. M. Stricker
was named judge of the election, and Charles
Peach and A. M. Tenny, clerks. At this elec--
tion A. T. Greene, M. B. Ho\ve, P. J. Knight,
S. W. Phillips and John Robb were elected
trustees.

In District Court, Judge W. H. Calkins
presiding, on June 17, 1889, the following ter
ritory was added to the corporate limits of the
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town: Greene's second addition, Kincaid's
.first addition and the southwest quarter of the
southwest quarter of section 22.

An organization that did much to advance
the interests of the town was the Waterville
Board of Trade, organized in April, r889. Fol
.lo\\·ing were the first officers of the board: A.
T. Greene, president; P. E. 'Berry, secretary;
.c. M. Stephens, committee on finance; W. F.
Allender, committee on immigration and public
lands; R. W. Starr, committee on manufactures
and public improvements.

This organization was shortly afterwards
·christened the Douglas County Board of Trade
and was a lively factor in the settlement of the
county as well as the town of \Vaterville.

The first fire company in Waterville was
,organized \Vednesday evening, May 8, 1889.
There were 26 members. A. H. Murdock was
·foreman.

\\'ritingtothe Tacoma Globe in May, 1889,
a correspondent said:

"They are hustling, bustling, go-ahead fel
lows. these business men of \Vaterville.
Nothing is too good for their pretty little city
and they all pitch in for the common purpose
of beauti fying and benefiting the town. One
donates a town lot for this, another puts his
hand down deep in his pocket to help that en
terprise, and so they pass the work around the
ring. no one shirking responsibility or refusing
aid.. ,

October IO, 1889, the Empire stated that
there were 246 buildings in \iVaterville, an in
crease of 238 in a little over a yelr.

People who were residing in Waterville
during the winter of 1889-90 relate interesting
tales of how they passed several weeks in the
town completely isolated from the outside
world. For more than two weeks the town was
completely cut off by a heavy fall of snow; no
mail was received or sent. January 30th a
mail "'as received from Ellensburg. The stage
:had become blocked with snow at the mouth of

Corbaley canyon and a \Vaterville rescue a
h

. . P rtv
went to IS assIstance with shovels and tobo ~

gan, and hauled the mail in by hand..', The f~.
lowing day mail went out on the toboggan as
far as the stage had come the day before. Felr
ruary 5th another party started out on snow
shoes to meet the stage at Orondo. This part
comprised A. T. Greene, Sheriff Gillespie, ~r
B. Howe, R.. W. Starr, C. A. Carpenter,
Eugene Woodm, A. M. Tenny, Henry Smith,
A. L. Rogers, Elder J. M. C. Warren, and W.
M. Walters. A portion of this party returned
the same evening with the news that the mail
had not come over the mountain. The folio\\'.
ing day \V. R. Wetsel headed a party of snow
shovelers to relieve the stage. The following
day the stage came in, but without themail.as
the late snow on the mountain had put a stop
to all travel.

One of the resldts of this blockade was the
prevention of a regular meeting of the board of
Douglas county commissioners. Commissioner
Stephens was the only member on deck. After
"Assembling" and "adjourning" from day to
day for a time, \\'aiting for his colleagues,
Messrs. Godlove- and Le\vis, Stephens, too,
abandoned the field. As there was much im
portant business to be transacted a special meet
ing was called later. February 12th mails
arrived from both east and west. The eastern
mail consisted of letters only and was brought
in from Grand Coulee on snow shoes. The

, western mail consisted of letters and papers,
the latter being rather aged so far as the newS
features were concerned. This serious block
ade was not entirely raised until the following
April. In the issue of the Empire, March 27th,

we find these items:
"Pro:visions are getting scarce in town.

Our merchants are out of meat, lard, sugar,
baking powder, and flour is getting low. And

. . for sale J1lthere IS not a pound of hay or gram
town. It will be several days before, learns can
get to Almira.
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"Many of our merchants are tempOrarily
of business-sold out-pending the arrival

out. . d "
f goods from the rail roa .

o At a regular meeting of the board of trus-

tees April 14, 1890, a petition signed by 30
residents of Waterville was presented asking
for a special town election to vote on the pro
position of the town of Waterville being organ
ized and incorporated under the general laws
of the state, such incorporation to take the
place of the old incorporation which was accom
plished under the Territorial laws. Washing
ton was now a state, and the old corporation
had been declared void by the state courts.
This petition was granted and Saturday, May
3d was named as the day for holding the special
election. The following persons were named
as officers of this new election: Judge, A. C.
Porter; inspectors, W. H. Calkins, Robert Gil
liland; clerks, C. C. King, William Crisp.
Although the vote was light there was no op
position to the proposition to reincorporate.
l'nder the new organization the first officers
were: Mayor, A. J. Davis; councilmen, P. J.
Knight, C. M. Stephens, Joseph Lovett, M. D.
Smith, C. F. Abel. Police magistrate, A. C.
Poner; clerk, D. C. De Galia; city marshall, J.
B. Valentine.

The first flouring mills in operation in
Douglas county were the Waterville Roller
Mills, of 50 barrel capacity. They were placed
In operation Tuesday, December 20, 1890, by
D. J. Herstine.

The fall of 1890 and spring of 1891 were
prosperous times for Waterville. Among other
e t .
n :rpnses which served to add to this pros-

penty was the creating here of a United States
Land Office, the building of the flouring mill,
the establishment of two banks, First National
and Douglas County Bank and the building of
a $10,000 school house.

In December, 1890, steps were taken by
prOmlll t '.
\V . ~ CItizens to interest Seattle capital in

atervIlle Th I .. e resu t was the estabhshment
of the F' N'. Irst atIonal Bank by Seattle men and

the formation of a company among Seattle
capitalists known as the Waterville Improve
ment Company. About 600 acres of fine agri
cultural land adjacent to town was donated to
this company conditional that the company
should place in Waterville a system of water
works and electric lights. Success attended
these efforts and both the water works and
electric lights were installed in 1892.

A militia company was organized and mus
tered in as the First unattached Company Na
tional Guard of Washington, Wednesday
evening, October 26, 1892, by Captain E. W.
Lyons, of Company G, Second Infantry, of
Spokane. The officers of this company were
W. J. Canton, captain; F. M. Dallam., First
Lieutenant; A. E. Case, second lieutenant. M r.

Dallam soon after resigned, Case was made first
lieutenant and J. M. F. Cooper, second lieuten
ant. The complete roster at the date of muster

•

was as follows: '0.'. J. Canton, Frank M. Dal-
lam, A. E. Case, J. c. Lawrence, A. T. Greene,
J. M. F. Cooper, George A. K ewsalt, P. A.
Snyder, O. D. Porter, J. H. Dickson, S. L.
Behon, Edward Johnson, C. O. Steiner, Perry
Wilcox, Charles W. McDermott, Will Day,
Henry Lieurance, H. C. Hupe, M. S. Crisp, J.
W. Pearl, Charles J. Kokes, Philo M. Crisp, J.
R. Pearl, C. H. Kirkland, Robert Beyers,
Lewis Wetsel, Charles \V. Hudson, Charles
Harris, August Hupe.

This organization retained its individuality
three years and was highly esteemed by the
citizens of \Vaterville. July 1895, the First
Unattached Militia Company was mustered out
of the service. The reason for the disbandment
is told in the following letter:

"Olympia, Jure 29,. 189s-Captain W. J.
Canton, \Vaterville, \Vashington-Sir: I am
directed by the commander in chief to inform
you that the disbandment of the First Unat
tached Company has been announced in Gen
eral Order NO.7, in pursuance of the provisions
of Section 59, of the military code.

"The disbandment of your company car-
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ries with it no reflection in the slightest degree

• upon your patriotism or efficiency. The mil

itarycode in providing for a reduction in the
Guard requires that companies shall be station
ed in such localities as the necessities and ad

vantages of the service require, with reference

to the means of rapid concentration. The mus

tering out of your company was wholly due
to the fact that a careful consideration of all
the existing circumstances has forced the con

clusion that your location is not so accessible
nor of such strategic importance as that of

other companies.
"The commander-in-chief desires to ex

press for himself personally, and the citizens of

·Washington, his appreciation of the valuable

services rendered by your company. Your re
cord has at all times been most excellent, and

your severance from the guard was determined

with regret.

"Yours respectfully,
"E. C. MACDoNALD,

"Acting Adjutant General."

"Cp to, and including the year 1892, there
was great activity in the bustling town of

Waterville. Business houses were erected and
new enterprises inaugurated. Preparations

were made for great events. A railroad was

expected to arrive at almost any time-in fact

at one period it looked as though three different
railroads \vere striving to get to \Vateville.

Additions were platted which extended far out

into the country. But all this was changed.

"Financial depression" which has so often been

recorded in this history, effected a marvelous
change in the prosperity of \Vaterville. Build

ing operations were brought to a standstill; for

many years the young city which started out

with most flattering prospects, was suddenly

halted in its once rapid progression. The latter

part of the 90's witnessed a slight change for

the better, but it was not until the season of

1902 that the old time prosperous gait was

again reached. This, of course, was brought

about 'by the rapid settlement of the COunt. y •
that time.

At all times since the reinCorporation of the
town of \Vaterville there had lurked in the

minds of the people a suspicion that such action
had not been valid. The citizens decided to

make a third attempt to set matters right. This

occurred' March 25, 1894, The people had
gone to the city council for permission to re
incorporate. A palpable error. . Now they

made application to the board of county Com

missioners. The population of the territory
according to a census taken oy order of the

commissioners just prior to the election which

\\'as called by them ,,'as 503. The result of the
election was: votes cast, lO5; For incorporation,
65; against incorporation, 28, 12 not voting

on the question. For mayor-Po E. Berry,
republican, and endorsed by the democratic con

vention, 89.
For councilmen-A. L. Maltbie, rep., 6j;

E. W. Porter, rep., 56; W. J. Stanley, rep., 67;

M. S. Holland, rep., 53; C. M. Stephens, dem.,

54; G. E, Steiner, dem" 40; J. H. Brockman,
dem., 35; C. C. King. dem., 41 ; W. R. Wetsel,

dem" 35.
For Treasurer-H. C. Thomas, dem., 44;

George Hollingshead, rep., 42.
Even after the town had voted thrice on

the question of incorporation complications
arose. Doubts were expressed concerning the

validity of the last election. The matter found

its way into the courts In September, 1894,
Judge \Vallace Mount of the superior court,
held that the old, or second incorporation, was

good and that the old council should be re, . .ull
seated, and that the new incorporation was n
and void. The case was carried to the supreme

court. A dispatch from Olympia dated Novem

ber II, 1895, said:
. f the State"The supreme court 111 the case 0

of Washington ex reI., George Bradley, prose-
. P E Berrv etcUt111g attorney, respondent, vS, .. . h

. I nt of t eaI., appellants, affirms the JU( gme .
I· 'nvoll'mglower court. This is a procee( mg J
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l'd'ty of the organization and existence
the val I . ..

th t "n of WatervlIle as a mUnIcipal corpo-of e 0\., .
. The question has been fully decIded

ration.
. 1times before by the supreme court, and

severa . f h d' ."
decline to entertam urt er ISCUSSlon.

they
Thus the Gordian knot was cut, and the

second incorporation stood.
During the Spanish-American war Water

ville was represented by a company of her
young men and officered by Waterville citizens.
A number of Wenatchee boys also joined this
company. The company departed for Tacoma,
the muster-in point, July 8, 1898. Here they
were mustered in as Company D, Twenty-sec
ond Washington Volunteer' Infantry. July
21St Company D moved to Vancouver Bar
racks. Early in September orders were re
ceived to muster out' the company, which was
accordingly consummated October 30th. The
officers of CoIDpany D were Captain P. G.
Maltbie; First Lieutenant, Edward Johnson;
Second Lieutenant, J. N. Kiesling.

•

The United States census of 1900 gave
Waterville a population of 482.

The year 1902 was, perhaps, the most pros
perous one in the town's history. The arrival
of new settlers from the east and the rapid
filling up' of the country in the \Vaterville
neighborhood caused the county seat town to
assume many of the features of a "boom."
i\ew brick blocks replaced frame buildings
which had done service since the days of 1888
and 1889. In June, 1903, the assessor's census
gave a population of 760. The population of
Waterville at the present writing (July. 1904)
IS fully 1,000. Religious denominations were,
represented by the Methodists Presbvterians
B' . '..'

apltsts, Church of God Catholics and Chris-
, ,

tlans.

The fraternal societies number eight, viz:
~~asonic, Odd Fellows, Mac:ahees, M. W. A.,

, O. W., Eastern Star Rebekahs and Grand
Army of the 'R bl" ,epu IC.

Wat '11 .erVI e IS destined to become one of the
leading "

Cilies of Central \Nashington. To
a7

every one who has visited the place this is
patent. It is situated in the midst of one of the
richest agricultural sections of the state. Bar
ren of transportation and against great odds it
has risen to a town of 1,000 people, a town
which for progressiveness and enterprise can
not be excelled. \Vhen a railroad builds
through the country and the land surrounding
Waterville is occupied by settlers, many of
whom it is able to support, then will Waterville

•
become a city of importance.

WILSONCREEK.

Wilsoncreek is the second town in size in
Douglas county. Aside from Waterville it is
the only one incorporated. It is on the Great
Northern railroad, a minor freight division
point of that line. Here are located an eleven
stall round-house, a large coal chute and other
buildings common to railroad division. Some
of these buildings were erected in the early 90'S,
shortly after the advent of the road. It was
many years later before the town of Wilson
creek came into existence. While there was
much homestead land in other portions of
Douglas county, that lying along Crab and
Wilson Creeks was not considered worthy of
being termed farm land. But the rush of im
migration in 1902 induced people to examine
these lands, then experiment, and the result was
that the land was discovered to be "agricul
tural" in every sense of the word. Towns be
came numerous throughout the south country
and Wilsoncreek easily distanced all competi
tors.

A postoffice was established in December,
1894. Previous to this the stock men of Doug
las county were compelled to go to Lind, in
Adams county, for their mail. Concerning
the earlier history of Wilsoncreek, the Big
Bend Chief, of December 27, 1901, said:

"Some three years ago, (18<}8) one Moltke,
(whether he was a relation of the late count is
not certain) was induced to open a small store
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near where Gentry & Goldsmith's lumber yard
now stands. It is said that there were various
articles of merchandise and stomach bitters for
s.ale there. \\T. T. is an authority for the state
ment that one bottle of those bitters was suffi
cient to make a man steal from one pocket and
put it in another. However, the count sold
the shop to one Sanders who, in turn, disposed
of it to R. L. Playfair. Playfair thought it a
white elephant and coaxed Nichols Brothers to
take it off from his hands. The Nichols
Brothers closed out to G. D. Miller. In the
meantime George Swanson had opened up a
merchandising store just \yest of the bank."

Practically, this was the inception of \\Til
soncreek. Almost the entire trade of the
pioneer store was from the neighboring stock
men and cowboys. Old timers tell us of the
high jinks of the "buckaroo," at the place where
the tOl\"n now stands. The gaming table was
the principal recreation and money and bitters
flowed as free as water. On January 1, 1900,
seven people would complete the census of
\\Tilsoncreek. One small store sufficed to more
than supply the demands of the adjacent coun
try, and the \Vilsoncreek hotel had recently
been completed by William Blanchard. The
guests were like angels' visits, few and far be
tween. But they soon became more numerous.
According to the United States census taken at
that time the population was 26. \Vith the
opening of the year 19°1 Wilsoncreek con
sisted of a school house. one small store, the
Wilsoncreek hotel and the Great Northern

buildings.
The town was platted January 31, 19°1, by

Robert L. Playfair. The following additions
have since been made. Playfair's First Addi
tion, April 3. 1902. by R. L. Playfair..

Taggart Addition, April 1, 19°2, by W. H.
O'Larey, F. E. Taggart and A. A. McIntyre.

First Addition, September 10, 19°2, by
Jesse Gentry and A. A. Goldsmith.

Schroeder's College Addition, October. 25,
.1.902. by ]. P. Schroeder.

School lot addition, April z- I
. J, 903 by

. Zack Finnev, W. H. O'Leary Julius L S '. ' '. tuart
dIrectors, and A. J. Miles, clerk. '

Urquhart's First Addition, August
1903, by Donald Urquhart. 12,

October 20,1901, the Big Bend Chief said,
"A train load of immigrants from Jackso~

county, Mmnesota, came to \Vilsoncreek S' . Ome
of these engaged in business in the to\\'l1 and
the majority settled on land in the vicinity.
This was the signal for a big growth of the
town. At this time there were in the village
only a part of the Douglas hotel building. the
old Wilsoncreek hotel, Stapp's restaurant, three
stores, Goldsmith & Bagley's, G. D. Miller's
and the People's Trading Company (Swanson
Brothers), a blacksmith shop, butcher shop,
the Big Bend Land Office, R. J. Armstrong's
livery stable and two saloons, Gentry & Gold
smith's and Finney & Patees' lumber yards."

But the last two months of the year 1901

witnessed a marvelous growth in Wilsoncreek,
The Chief stated that during the month of
November and December sixty actual residents
were added to the town and many others took
up residence in the surrounding country.

Friday night, January 20, H}02, fire de
stroyed the coal chutes of the Great Northern
railway, causing considerable loss to the com
pany. The fire originated near the west end
of the chutes and within ten minutes the entire
structure was a mass of seething flames. Six
car-loads were stading on the track near by,
together with two cars of lumber. All were
burned. This was a serious disaster, yet the
destruction of these chutes marked the begin

.ning of considerable improvement in the rail
road buildings at Wilsoncreek. Another COIl

f1agration is thus described by the Big Bend
Chief of date August 29, 1902.

"Wilsoncreek's most disastrous fire occur
red last Friday morning, (August 22d) .. :It

. . 6 lIing IUto3 :45 o'clock, Just as No. 1 was pu ,
. . I h t looked !Ikethe yards the engmeer notlcec w a .

a bright light in the general store at J. H.
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B n It flamed up and he blew the whistleenso .
to awaken the people. l:any heard it but sup-

sed it was for cattle rather than a fire. Night
~atchmall, William Astell saw it about the
same time and when the watchman and
Engineer Dygon reached the store the lower
floor seemed a mass of flames. r H. Benson
and wife were in Seattle, and E. E. Benson,
~lrs. Miller, Miss Grant and J. H. Benson's
little son \"ere sleeping over the store. They
barely escaped in their night clothes. E. E.
Benson had taken the precaution to convey the
books to his room and saved them, but forgot
to take a wallet which he had placed under his
pillow. William Lair and Watchman Astell
made the rounds and awakened the citizens.
.A.s quickly as possible every one in the village
was at work. The flames soon spread on the
east to the drug store of Lee Brothers, and but
little of the stock was saved. P. J. vVegele's
pump establishment was the next to go, but
nearly all the stock and tools were taken off
before the fire reached it. Strenuous efforts
were then made to save the livery stable and
shed across the street and with wet blankets
and water this was accomplished. The Wilson
creek hotel, occupied by Dr. J. M. Corpening
and owned by A. V. Swift, was also burned
with the shack just back of it, which was the
property of Thomas Kemp. To the west of
Benson's store the war ali-ainst the flames' was
just as fiercely waged. G. D. Miller succeeded
in saving about $1,000 worth of his stock, and
Maltbie, Friel & Maltbie managed to remove
close to $800 worth of their hardware stock
before the fire ran them out. r W. Emmert's
dwelling was the next to go, but the household
goods had all been taken out before the fire
had reached the house. Then came the tug of
war with the bank. Albert Nelson stood in the
hottest of it throwing water when older men
had fa'l d \.Ie. ~l1th prompt and constant work
the fire \. h Id. \ as e here, but Mr. Swanson, the
cashier had s "d d . ' . II'f h'h ' Uccee e In removing a 0 IS
oUsehold g d . .

00 s and everything of value m

the bank had been put into the vault or moved
across the street to places of safety. It was a
wild time, and by 5 :30 o'clock a. m., there was
not a stick left standing in the burned district.

"Every possible effort was made to save
the buildings and the citizens did good work in
rescuing stock from the flames. Jesse Gentry
and r F. Moore stood at their posts in R. J.
Armstrong's shed with wet blankets on their
heads to permit them to work at all. A. A.
Goldsmith and A. V. Swift were on top of the
livery barn, while scores of men, boys, women
and girls were carrying water so soon as the
bulk of the stocks had been got to safety. At
the bank Albert Nelson, Floyd Miller, Sam
Fader and many others were fighting the flames
with all their strength and cunning. They all
unite in giving Mr. Nelson credit for saving
the bank building, as he seemed not to feel the
scorching heat which was driving others back.
The losses of this fire are as follows:

"J. W. Emmert. house and carpets, about
$500, with insurance of $300 on house and
$400 on furniture.

"Joseph Mitchell, building, $750, no insur

ance.
"Maltbie, Freil & Maltbie, stock $2,500,

with insurance of $1,000.
"Nichols Brothers, building, $600. no in

surance.
"G. D. Miller. stock, $3.000, with insur

ance of $1,000.
"r H. Benson, building, household furni

ture and stock, $6,850, with insurance of $2,

300.
"Lee Brothers, building, stock and fixtures,

$3,300, with insurance of $2,375·
"P. r Wegele, building, $300, with insur

ance of $200.
"A. V. Swift, the old Wilsoncreek hotel. .

building. $35°; no insurance."
, The rapidity with which the town recovered
from this serious disaster is thus voiced by a

correspondent:
"Wilsoncreek merchants are rustlers. This
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is well illustrated by the rapidity with which the
business men who were burned out by the big
fire of August 22d, have rebuilt their places of
business. Every merchant who shared in the
$20,000 loss only a month ago, is now doing
business at the old stand, but in a more com7
modious structure."

The first steps toward incorporation were
taken at a mass meeting held February 23,
1903. It was almost unanimously decided to
arrange for a special election to vote on the
proposition. A committee consisting of A. A.
Goldsmith, J. H. Benson, W. H. O'Larey, R.
H. Lee, and L. M. Dow was' named to circulate
a petition. It received 67 signers. The county
commissioners granted the request of the peti
tion and named April 24th as the day for hold
ing said election. There were 49 votes cast
with the following result: For incorporation,
40; against, 3.

For Mayor-G. F. Goldsmith, 40; B. E.
Butler, I.

For Councilman-J. W. Emmert, 45; D.
O. Freil, 47; W. H. O'Larey, 45'; A. A. Gold
smith, 41;' R. H. Lee, 22; \Villiam Newlove,
27; Jesse Gentry, 2; P. J. Wegele, 2; Wi!liam
Schumacher, I.

For Treasurer-A. J. Swanson, 42.
The first meeting of the newly elected city

council was held April 28th.. The incorpora
tion of Wilsoncreek at this time illustrates the
swiftness which marks the grmvth of western
towns. Two years prior Wilsoncreek consisted
of a postoffice, a depot and one residence.

The population in June, 1903, according to
the returns of the assessor, was 246. The edu
cational facilities include a handsome, four
room brick school house erected at a cost of
$7,000 during the summer of 1903. There is
one Presbyterian church edifice. The fraternal
societies are represented by the Royal Neigh
bors of America, Modern Woodmen of Amer
ica and the Foresters.

BRIDGEPORT.

Bridgeport is locate.d near the northern part
of the county near the Junction of Foster Creek
wIth the Columbia river. It is favorablr sit.
uated to command the trade of the surroUl;ding
country. It lies fifty miles northeast of Water.
ville.

Business men of Bridgeport, Connecticut,
were largely interested in building the town.
It was proposed to make' Bridgeport a com.
mercial center for the northern part of Douglas
county. The town was platted November 30,
1891, by Butler Liversay. Quite substantial
improvements were made in the spring of 1892.

Energy and enterprise, backed by unlimited
capital were at work to make Bridgeport a city
worthy of the name. The principal streets were
graded and a steam ferry was put on the rirer.

The peculiar configuration of the ground
where the new town was located made it appear
that the expected railroad to the Okanogan
country would be compelled to build to the tOlrn
and cross the Columbia near this point. It Iras
expected at this time that the Northern Pacific
railway was about to build t6 the Okanogan
country. The forks of Foster Creek at this
point converge as they reach the Columbia and
afford a natural and feasible higlmay for a
railway. At the mouth of the creek is a long
and level plateau, and here it was that the nell"
town was laid out.

The company responsible for the establish·
ment of Bridgeport was the \Vestern Land &
Improvement Association. The store of Boyd
Teter was opened for business in July, 1892.

Shortly after the inauguration of the town of
Bridgeport some trouble arose in connecllon

with financial matters which came perilousl\'
near causing an abandonment of the project.

- -' from
August 2, 1892, a correspondent \\Tltlng
Bridgeport said:

. . II
"The new town of Bridgeport IS agam 0
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the top wave of excitement. The townsite
(ompany dug up a few thousands and paid off
the brick yard contractors and hands. The out
side walls of the brick hotel are up, about four
feet, and a raft of lumber is expected this week.
Teams are busy hauling lumber, iron, etc, from
Coulee City for the steam ferry boat that is to
nlake daily runs from Bridgeport to Port.
Columbia, and all around is the busy hum of

. "an embryo city.
In January, 1894, Bridgeport consisted of

the big, $15,000 hotel, one store, the postoffice
and a newspaper. During the summer of 1894
F. J. Eitel put in operation a brick flouring
mill with a capacity of from 75 to 100 barrels

a day.
While Bridgeport did. not succeed in be

coming the city that its builders intended, it
has, since its establishment, been an important
trading point for the rich country in which it
is fortunately situated. It is a thriving, pros
perous town. The census of 1900 accredited
it with a population of 110, which has been
materially increased. The religious denomina
tions comprise Presbyterian and Methodist
churches.

QUINCY

IS located on the Great Northern rail\\'ay,
thirty-two miles esat of ,V'enatchee. Until the
latter part of 1901 Quincy was simply a siding
on the Great Northern. The Big Bend Chief
of December 27, 1901, said of this place:

"One of the towns to the west that is certain
to be of some importance in the near future is
the siding on the Great Northern known as
Quincy. A. V. Swift, W. T. Nichols and Ray
Crothers are interested in the development of
the Country thereabouts and report a large in
flux of I'popu ahon at that point in the last two
months."

The town was platted February 28. 1902,

~y Richard Coleman. The following additions
ave been made: .

Richardson's First Addition, August 18,
1901, by David Richardson.

Central Quincy, September 3, 1902, by
Quincy Land & Improvement Company, by H.
S. Kergsley, president, and Charles H. Ross,
secretary.

March 28,1902, the Big Bend Chief said
"A few weeks ago Quincy, Washington,

was simply an unused sidetrack on the Great
Northern, in the desert. Now, however, the
plain is taking on the appearance of a village
and people are coming in and breaking up the
bunch grass, preparatory to growing ·crops.
The town at present consists of a hotel under
the managemt:nt of R. Coleman, a general store
in charge of ]. Muellerleile, a hardware store
conducted under canvas until lumber can be
obtained, by John Stambaugh; a lumber yard
and a livery stable in charge of R. Williams and
D. C. Crosby represents the real estate end of
the enterprise. A petition has been in for some
time for the establishment of a postoffice and it
is expected that Quincy mail will be delivered
from the railway within a month." .

In June, 1903. according to the returns of
the county assessor, the census was 140, which
entitled it to rank in company with Hartline,
as the third town in the county in point.of size,
Vvaterville and Wilsoncreek only having larger
populations.

EPHRATA.

This to\\'n is situated on the Great Northern
railway, 123 miles west of Spokane. It has a
bank, several warehouses, hotel and several
general stores. It was first settled in September,
1901. Ephrata is beautifully located on a high
flat, with ample drainage in three directions.
\Vith an excellent spring one-fourth of"a mile
from the railway station the town is abundant
ly supplied with clear, cold water. For many
years stockmen used the site where now stands
Ephrata as a camping ground in time of round
ups, on account of the water in that vicinity.
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At that period the place was known as Beasley
Springs. The townsite was platted July IO,

1901, by Jesse Cyrus. The following additions
have been made:

Cyrus' First Addition, September 9, 1901,
by Jesse Cyrus.

Cyrus' Second Addition, September 9, 1901,
by Jesse Cyrus.

Third Addition, May 31, 1902, by Jesse
Cyrus.

Although Ephrata did not gain much of
a standing as a town until 1902, for several
years before that period it had been quite a
grain shipping point. Then the rush of settlers
to the "south country" changed the condition
of affairs in this neighborhood, and a town of
considerable importance made its appearance
as if by magic. The following relating to the
early history of the place is taken from the Big I
Bend Chief of July 18, 1902 : II

"Ephrata is one of the new towns to the
west which betoken marked improvement.
Eighteen month ago Uncle Jesse Cyrus, the!
'Father of Ephrata,' was sleeping securely in I
his cabin, free from cares and \\'orriments more I
common to neighbors in a village. But immi
gration came thick and fast to this neck of the I
Big Bend and last summer he found it was
necessary to plat a town. Even then Mr. Cyrus
was doubtful whether his tranquility was great
ly to be disturbed, with his stock, and located
as he is, with a beautiful spring of water at his
door, he had arranged to irrigate sufficient land
to provide feed for his stock through
the winter; had planted an orchard for I
his own use, and contracted to supply
the railroad company with water. But I
the little plat of ground soon passed
into the hands of tradesmen. and as if by magic
a town sprung up with all its tributary evils
and advantages. Cncle Jesse, although he had
come to believe he would pass his days in com
parative solitude at the foot of the bunch grass
hill, w'as not slow to get himself in line with
the march of progress and some months ago he

installed a system of water works by means of
which he could serve the purest water in the
second stories of the buildings in the villa e
a~d now in addition to his other duties he ma~~
hIS monthly round and collects the rent."

In June, 1903. the population of Ephrata
according to the returns of the assessor. wa~

87· Since then these figures have been ma
terially increased.

•

KRUPP.

About six miles east of \Vilsoncreek., on
the Great Northern raihvay, and just within
the boundaries of Douglas county, is located
the pleasant little town of Krupp. Situated as
it is in the valley of the beautiful stream known
as Crab Creek, surrounded by most picturesque
scenery, it presents a pleasing sight to one who
has ascended the westerly divide and p1USes
to take a survey of the little town nestling in
the valley below'. Krupp is in the center of a
grain and cattle country which guarantees for
the future a good and increasing business.
Here the first settler who ever came into Doug·
las county located away back in 1871.

Impressed with the idea that as the country
filled up there must be a place where the SUf

rounding settlers might market their products
and purchase their supplies, George Urquhart,
who for many years had made his home on
this spot, platted the town of Krupp July 14,
1902. He gave it his earnest support in its
development. The first business house in the
new town ,,'as a general store erected in the
summer of 1901 by F. A. Windg-ate. It was
platted July 14. 1902, by George Gruquart,
The population in June, 1903. as reported by
the assessor was only 45, but the past year has

witnessed a wonderful improvement.

DOUGLAS.

Five'miles southeast of \Vaterville. on the
. . I . the little\Vatervllle-Coulee CIty stage roa(. IS

. f bo t ~ - poplIla-town of Douglas. a vIllage 0 a U / J

h· t 'n comtion. The business houses of t IS 0\\



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

. e a ~eneral store, a hardware and imple-prJs b .

ment store, a feedmill and two blacksmith
shops. One church graces the place, of the
German Lutheran faith.

Douglas is one of the oldest towns in the
county, and at one time occupied a position of
importance in a political and commercial way.
It was in 1884 that the site of Douglas was
taken up as a place of rllSidence hy Ole Dale.
In 1886 the townsite of Douglas was platted
and the town entered the race for the county
seat honors, and polled a number of votes. It
is claimed that Douglas would have become the
commercial center of the western Big Bend
country and occupied the position now enjoyed
!Iv Waterville, had it not been for the over--
confidence and nearsighted policy of the'town-
site proprietors. The first business enterprise
in Douglas was a blacksmith shop instituted
by Henry Thompson in the fall of 1885- In
1887 a general store was opened by S .. Barn
hart and the same year O. O. Wright put in a
drug store, afterward for many years engaging
in the general merchandise business. Follow
ing the county seat removal from Okanogan,
and when that town had become but a memory,
its place was taken by Douglas, and in 1887 it
fell heir to the Okanogan postoffice.

Douglas is situated at the intersection of
the Ritzville and Spokane Falls road, and was
the nearest route from Ellensburg to the Sal
mon River mines of the Okanogan country.
The rush to those mines in 1887-88 made the
little town of Douglas an important one as a
stopping point. Sunday morning, October 11,
18gI, fire destroy~ the general mer-chandise
store of O. O. ·Wri'ght. It was with great
ddliculty that the entire town was saved from
destruction, owing to the prevailing heavy
gale. The loss was about $4,000, insurance
bemg carried for about one-half the loss.

STRATFORD.

This Shakesperian hamlet is located on the

-

Great Northern railway, eight miles west of
Wilsoncreek Of this village the Big Bend
Empire of date of September 16, 1897, said:

"J. C. Atwood, Leonard F. Spear and many
other settlers upon the public lands in town
ship 22, north ranges 27, and 28 east, on the
line of the Great Northern railway in Douglas
county, \i\Tashington, have petitioned the
Fourth Assistant Postmaster General for the
establishment of a postoffice at Stratford sta
tion, to be known as Stratford, and for the ap
pointment of Swen Kerr, of that place as post
master. The nearest office at the present time
is on the Great Northern railway at \i\Tilson
creek, eight miles east of Stratford station.
The only other p)stoffice in that section of the
county is at Coulee City, twenty miles north,
and there is no wagon road between Coulee City
and Stratford station.

"The petition states that owing to the
rapid construction of the Co-operative Com
pany's irrigating ditch, and the consequent ir
rigation of the land there is certain to be a large
community at Startford in the near future.
Some of the signers of the petition live at a
place known as Adrian, and these are compelled
to travel sixteen miles for their mail. There
is no wagon road, and they are obliged to follow
the most convenient route along the railroad.
For two months, this year, it is stated, these
settlers could secure their mail at the \Vilson
creek postoffice only by crossing the flooded
streams on railroad bridges. For these reasons
immediate action has been urged on the part of
the postoffice department."

William Stevens was the pioneer merchant
of Stratford and he was alone until the sum
mer of 1902, when Young Brothers put in a
store and lumber yard. J. T. Gollehon also
established a lumber yard a few months before

, .
the Young· Brothers. In 1903 Mr. Gollehon
also built a hotel. Moore & Company. are
proprietors of a Ii very stable, blacksmith shop,
flour and feed store and implement warehouse,
all of which might be termed "diversified com~



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

-
mercialism." A fine church has been erected
and a number of dwellings completed.

The town of Stratford was platted January

17, 1903, by J. T. Young.

ORO:-lDO.

Ri,'en'iew Postoffice, or as it is more gener
ally called, Orondo, is a little town on the
Columbia river, ten miles southwest of \Vater
"ille. This is a landing for the steamers which
ply the Columbia river and is \iVaterville's port
of entry. Stages meet all boats and several
trips a day are made between the river town
and \Vaterville. At Orondo are a general store,
a hotel and three grain warehouses, But the
Orondo ,vhich enters more particularly into
this history was the one a mile and a half above
the present place. and "'hich, at one period,
was heavily boomed.

The to\vnsite of Orondo. "the town which

held the key." ,vas platted by J. B. Smith, June
10. 1887, It was laid out along the river
front. The streets ,,'ere First, Second, Third
and Fourth, and the a,'enues were Riverside.
Orondo and Columbia, The first addition to
Orondo was platted May 19, 1888, by Mr.
Smith, The second addition, ?lIay 29, 1889,
by the same party. The following is the copy
of an advertisement which appeared in the Big
Bend Empire February 16, 1888, showing that
this Orondo was to be no common town:

"Orondo has a boom in town lots and the
era of building and industrial development has
commenced to call that attention to her natural
position and advantages that she is entitled to
as the coming commercial and industrial em
porium of the Big Bend. A glance at the map
of Washington Territory will convince the
eagle eye of the business man that Orondo
holds the key to the future of great magnitude.
A history of the Big Bend cannot be written

without Orondo unlocking her stores of wealth
contained in the rolling water of the mighty
Columbia river in her long journey from the

Rocky Mountains to the Pacific Ocean \ I', ., me
d:awn eastward from Puget Sound, near the
Sixth Standard Parallel, will pass aim t

, S ~
dIrectly through eattle, Orondo, Davenport
and Spokane Falls, the four depots of industry
that stand at the gateways of Puget Sound, th~

Columbia river and the Rocky Mountains that
by ,'irtue of their natural positions will control
the commerce and manufactures of Central
Washington.

"Orondo is located on the east bank of the
Columbia ri ,'er, about one and one-half miles
below' the confluence of the Entiat river with
the same, and is within fi"e miles of the great
wheat fields of the Big Bene!. Her gardens will
produce peaches, grapes. tomatoes, apples,
pears, sw'eet potatoes and peanuts in semi
tropical luxuriance. Her splendid water power
is now being improved so that power will lJe
furnished for a roller mill to grind the flour
of the Big Bend and the new' steamer can trans
port it to the Salmon River mines and the upper
country. The majestic cedars of the upper
Columbia and the aspiring pines and firs of
the Columbia and its tributaries can be sawn
into lumber and manufactured into windows,
doors, tubs, pails, furniture, pen holders,
matches. etc., etc., while the '1'001 of the thou
sands of sheep that graze on the hills can be
manufactured into fabrics to keep the p~ple

warm,
"The ore of the miner can be crushed and

smelted and manufactured into implements of
industry and the uses of man, It is con
templated to furnish water from the Columbia
river to the citizens of Orondo to drink and
irrigate their gardens, These are a few of the

industrial fields open to practical men. Orondo
was 'laid out in July, 1887, and already the
proprietor has disposed of a half interest 1fl

the water power, and IS0 town lots, A store has
been running full blast for a few months, a
hotel is to be built in the early spring and the

, b'" ed Anewwater power IS now emg Imprav '
steamer is to run from Rock Island to near the
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Salmon mines in the spring. Power and lots
will be rented or sold for industrial and other
purposes. For fur.ther in formation call on or
write to J. B. Smith, Orondo, Badger Post
office, Douglas county, Washington Territory."

A later ad vertisement in the Empire stated
that "a warehouse, newspaper, flouring mill,
tannery and blacksmith shop were to be added

"to her store.
The altitude of Orondo, being only 665 feet

above the ocean, the climate is grand and the
productions almost semi-tropical-the growing
of tobacco, sweet potatoes and peanuts has been
fully tested ~vith success, and the plum, prune,
apricot, pear. cherry, grape, peach and apple
mature to perfection without irrigation.

In 1899 a riYal tOlm was started at what
,,"as known as l\TcMillan's Landing. and called
Riverview. A correspondent in the Emp£re of
January 25, 1900, facetiously wrote that "the
booming new town of Riven-iew has caught
up with Orondo-has three inhabitants and two
vacant buildings."

RIVERVIEW.

About all that can be said of this place is
embraced in the following: The postoffice was
established in 19°1. By order of the depart
ment it was removed from Orondo and the
name changed. J. H. Mason is postmaster.

PORT COLUMBIA.

All towns which come into existence do not
succeed in becoming the metropolis which their
sanguine promoters plan. Some, in fact, are
very short lived, but their brief careers often
(;ontain a modicum of history. Such a place

was Port Columbia. July 23, 1891, the B£g
Bend Empire said:

"A. company styling itself the Port Colum-
bia Tow . & LnSlte and Company has recently
been organized. Its capital stock is $25 000 all
of whicl . t k ' ,

• 1 IS a en. It officers are H. W. Bonne.
president·WI', a ter Gerson, secretary; J. P. Car-

vette, treasurer. These gentlemen are from
Spokane. Frank R. Loucks, of Waten-iIle, is
general manager. The directors are H. \V.
Bonne, \Valton Gerson, and 1. \V. Matthews,
the latter also of ·Waterville. This company
has purchased 400 acres of land on the banks
of the Columbia river, about 40 miles from
\Vaterville, and propose to there start a town
to be called Port Columbia. The site chosen
is opposite the mouth of the Okanogan river, on
a long stretch of the south side of the Colum
bia river basin. They have put o\-er ~8,000 in
cash into the enterprise and e,-idently mean
businenss_ Eighty acres is to be platted and
cut up into business lots, the plat to be filed
this week and the property put· on the market
at once. The company claims they have re
served eight blocks for a railroad at the request
of the railroad officials; that they will build a
$3,000 hotel in about a month; that Port
Columbia \vill be the Columbia river terminus
for the steamboat now being built by Birch
Brothers, for Okanogan river sen-ice; that they
will build a road to Central Ferry and also put
in a propeller ferry at the town landing, and
lastly that they have building stone directly
south of the proposed townsite. They say
further that that portion of their land which

•abutts the river is subirrigated, and as fine land
as there is in the world."

Port Columbia was platted July 24, 1891,
by H. W. Bonne, Walter Gerson and 1. W.
Matthews, trustees Port Columbia Townsite &
Land Company. Columbia Park Addition was
platted December 28, 1891, by Ella Manntell,
and Mantell's Riverside Addition, bv Ella Man-

o

tell, the same date.

OTHER TOWNS.

Adrian is fifteen miles west of \Vilsoncreek,
on the line of the Great Northern railway, the
junction of the Great Northern and the Adrian
Coulee City cut-off. It is simply a station con
taining a few railroad buildings.
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30nita is a new postoffice in the northern

part of the county.
Hammond is another new office and flag

station across the Columbia river from Rock
Island.

Pittsburg postoffice has recently been estab
lished in the southern part of the county, across
the line from Lind, Adams county. Mr. Peters
is postmaster.

Barry Postoffice is on the Columbia river
in the northwestern portion of the county, 65
miles northeast of \Vaterville, and 35 miles
northwest of \Vilbur, which is its shipping
point. It has one general store.

Brays is a postoffice at a landing on the
Columbia river, 12 miles northwest of \Vater
ville. I t is a grain shipping point.

Bright is a country postoffice between
Grand and :Moses Coulees, 25 miles southeast
of \Vaten-ille, and 17 miles north of Ephrata.

Dye Postoffice is 38 miles northeast of
\Vaterville, and 8 miles west of Bridgeport.
There are many other postoffices scattered

throughout the county, in fact, Douglas county

is very conveniently supplied with postal fa
cili ties.

Rock Island is a flag station on the Great
Northern railway, where it crosses the Co

lumbia river eleven miles southeast of Wenat
chee. In 1892-3 Rock Island was a town of
considerable importance and for a time sup
ported several stores and other enterprises.
For a few weeks a newspaper was published

. at this point. These lively times in Rock Isl
and's history were due to the building of the
railroad and the bridge across the Columbia
river. Prior to the construction of the bridge
the trains were ferried across the river by a

•

steamer, the Nixon. In the spring of 1893 the
mammoth bridge was completed and the first
train crossed on Thursday, May 2, of that year.
This event marked the downfall of the town of
Rock Island. The laborers who had been em
ployed at this point moved away and the busi
ness houses were discontinued. J. E. Kelne
was the founder 1ttld proprietor of the once
flourishing town.

CHAPTER IV.

DESCRIPTIVE.

Douglas is exclusively an agricultural-it
might be said-a wheat county. Geograph
ically it is located nearly in the center of the
state of \Vashington. The greater portion of
it consists of high, rolling prairie, 2,800 feet

above the sea level. With the exception of the
Columbia Guide Meridian which forms its
eastern boundary between Lincoln and Adams
counties, it is circumscribed by the Columbia
river on the north, west and extreme southern
portions. It lies in the "bight" of the Big

Bend, Okanogan county being on the north.
Chelan and Kittitas on the west, and Yakima

county on the south. Its agricultural industries
embrace general farming and stock raising.
The soil a volcanic ash is pronounced by el'-, ,
perts the most fertile and durable soil kno\rll
to geologists. Like many portions of Cali-

. . t
fornia Douglas county possesses two (!JsttnC
climates; first, that of a high, rolling plateau,
which is temperate and adapted to all agricul
tural pursuits, with abundance of moisture. for

h h d . f s No 1m-t e growt an matunty 0 crop. ,
gation is required. It is but recently that a
gentleman from Illinois observed with marked
astonishment "This is the first country I erer, -
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heard of where one could raise a full crop of
wheat without a drop of rain." This has been
done in Douglas county, but the fact by no
means implies that it is a rainless climate. Far
from it. Hot winds, such as sweep the corn
plains of Nebraska, Kansas and portions of
Iowa never occur. The summers are not so
warm nor the winters so cold as in the same
latitude in the Mississippi valley. Four months
is the average length of the winters, which are
accompanied by very little extreme I cold
weather, the mercury seldom dropping below
zero, usually registering only a few degrees
below freezing. In the climate of the plateau
small fruits, currents, raspberries, gooseberries
and strawberries, and hardy varieties of large
fruit, apples, pears, prunes, apricots and cher
ries are grown, likewise a great variety of
"garden truck."

Ouite different is the climate of the Colum-.-
bia I'alley, which forms a semi-circle more than
half way around Douglas county. This is a
semitropical climate. The soil is light and
sandy, producing the finest of all varieties of
fruit, with irrigation, and immense crops of
alialfa hay. All conditions considered the cli
mate of the Columbia valley is, probably, un
excelled in the world. Among the numerous
I"arieties of fruit grown on the Columbia river
are peaches, prunes, pears, plums, apricots. and
all kinds of figs can be cultivated. N early all
Yarieties of farm products are successfully
grown in this country in large quantities. Po
tatoes and other root crops are brought to per
fection and with but little work, comparatively.
The seed of potatoes is plowed in and the crop
plowed out, with, perhaps, one harrowing dur
Ing the season. So far potato bugs and other
Insects detrimental to crops have not made
their appearance.

The following extract is from a paper read
by Mr. A. L. Rogers b~fore the State Immi-
gration C .onventlOn held at Seattle Januarv
13, 1896: ,.

"Topographically and geologically consid-

ered Douglas county is a region of much inter
est. The northern part is a high, rolling
plateau of fertile prairie land, broken here and
there by canyons of greater or less size. the
approaches of \\'hich are often covered with
scattering timber, convenient to the settlers on
the adjoining prairie. Many springs of the
purest water abound in these localities, and the
rough land in the immediate vicini ties affords
excellent pasturage for numerous bands of cat
tle and horses. If the walls of these canyons
are perpendicular, as frequently happens, they
are called coulees.

"The southern half of the county differs
much from the portion described above. Con
siderably lower in altitude it has a warmer
climate, the soil is a sandy loam and possesses
many of the characteristics of the bench la.nds
of the Columbia. so prolific in fruit growing.
There can be no doubt that with proper irri
gation facilities for the southern part of the
county it will become one of the greatest fruit
producing regions in the world. To date no
thing has been done in this direction, and the
country is utilized as a great winter range for
horses and cattle."

\Vriting September 22, 1903. the editor of
the Lhlcoln COlfllty Ti1l1CS said:

".-\ Timcs representative recently had occa
sion to make a trip into Douglas county. bevond
Coulee Citv. where the stream of new settlers..
has been pouring for the last tl\'O years. .-\
remarkable and rapid transformation is being
wrought in that magnificent farming country,
extending from Grand Coulee to the Colum
bia river on the north and I\'est. Hundreds of
new settlers have located there in the last
eighteen months-many of them during the
past six months. Those \\'ho have not had oc
casion to tral'e] O\'er the connty mentioned have
little idea of its extent and productiveness or
its prospectil'e \·alue. The government land
has heen exhausted. and the work of com'ert
ing the prairie into wheat fields is in progress
on almost every quarter section. Here and
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there may be found old settlers who have lived
there three, eight, ten or twelve yars, who have
well improved farms and who are in comfort
able circumstances, but the majority of set
tlers are new comers who have little or no
means, but ,vho are getting their places in shape
to become profitable. The land in most places
lies better than it does here in Lincoln county,
and when "ell improved will be fertile and in
"iting as well as a very attractive "'heat section.
There are two reasons ,vhy that country is not
already under as high a state of cultivation as
any other part of eastern \Vashington: One is
its comparative isolation, and the other is the
dreary aspect that confronts the traveler when
he drops off the train at Coulee City and looks

. at the sand, sage brush and rocks over which
the road ,Yinds before reaching the top of the
hill. three or four miles beyond, "'here the good
lands again appear.

"The prospect of early railroad building
has filled the country up with settlers, however,
and when connected bv rail with the markets•
Qf the world it will be a delightful country in
which to li,-e. It broad slopes fall away gently
and even, and away to the west rise the snow
capped peaks of the Cascades, and below lie the
forest clad foothills, sloping downward.
Nearer, and to the southwest, Badger Moun
tain, with its scattered woods, appears in view,
and the steep cliffs near Chelan, and also the
chain of timbered hills beyond the Columbia,
to the north, add interest and charm to the
scene. A large city will spring up somewhere
between these two Coulees with the building of
the first road across the country, in the near
future. The countrv from Grand Coulee to the

o

Columbia river includes a great many town-
ships of fertile land that will quickly be reduced
to a high state of cultivation, and we venture
the assertion that one or two large towns will
spring up within a year after the survey for a
railroad has been definitely located.,

"The \Valla \Valla country had its boom
da,-s: later the Palouse had its turn: then Lin-

o

coin county had its boom with the bUilding of
the Central Washington railroad, but the last
and perhaps the biggest boom of them all will
occur in Douglas county when the first railroad
builds across from Coulee City to the river,
which will, doubtless, be inside of two years.
One, if not two roads, will build across, and
Douglas county, one of the best of the great
agricultural counties of eastern \Vashington,
,vill fill up with settlers; owing to its isolation
it will be the objective point of a great army of
homeseekers who will overrun it the moment
railroad building begins."

As has been noted. Douglas county is an
extensive open prairie country with a gentl\'
rolling surfa~e, almost every acre of which is
susceptible of a high state of cultivation. .-\
most peculiar feature of this favored county is
the two great Coulees, Grand and Moses. They
are vast gorges extending north and soltth.
Evidently at one period, aeons ago, they were
beds of majestic rivers. possibly one of them
being the old basin of the Columbia. The alti
tude of this region is about 2.800 feet, or 2.200

feet above the valley of the Columbia ril'er.
Compared with Grand, Moses Coulee is an
infant. Still, it stretches for many miles and
can be crossed only at a few points, and pre
sents rugged outlines only a small degree less
striking than those so conspicuous in Grand
Coulee. The word Coulee is taken from the
French Couier meaning to flow. It was Il'ith, , .
this thought in mind that the name was, e\'!
dently, applied to these stupendous gorges.
Concerning these Coulees the report of the
\Vashington Geological Survey says:

"In some parts of the Columbia plain, nota
bly within the Big Bend of the Columbia river,

. rsesthe country is much cut up by old fiver COlt .
now wholly abandoned by streams. and kno\lll
locally as Coulees. Of these Moses and Grand

C I re oftenCoulees are good types. The au ees a
500 or 600 feet in depth, with precipitOltS walls.

h' h hal'eand represent the course of streams I\' IC
. hie Idthnow sought other channels, or whlc lav
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d awav because of a decrease in the amountere _
f rainfall. Eac'l Coulee now has within it

o . k "uallv a chain of small alkah la es.us _
The Grand Coulee is justly entitled to the

name. When one stands in the center of this
great fissure and gazes on t~e towering walls,
from 1,000 to 1,500 feet high, and notes the
different strata of each, he can distinctly see
that at one time they were joined. Although
the great depression extending from the Co
lumbia river in the northeastern part of Doug
las county to the Columbia river in the south
\\"estern part of the county is frequently men
tioned as Grand Coulee, still it is also stated
that Grand Coulee proper commences at Coulee
City and runs in a northeasterly direction to the-
Columbia river, the river running through the
gorge 400 feet below the bottom of the Coulee.
While the Coulee in itself is a whole panorama
of natural wonders, it has its special features,
one being Steamboat Rock. This gigantic
basaltic mass stands in the center of the Coulee
and in area covers about 600 acres. Here the
earth, when cooling, created two great fissures,
instead of one, and left a formation that would
strike a nautical eye with 'its resemblance to
great steamboats. \Vest of Steamboat Rock
,

IS a canyon leading from the plateau above,
known as Hall's. Here would be a study for a
Humboldt or a Darwin. On one side 'of the
canyon is the cinder like basalt; on the other a
wall of the purest white granite. How this
beautiful deposit of the purest of granite passed
unscathed when within less than roo yards its
s d'UTTOun mgs were a seething mass is a problem
worthy of the attention of our greatest natural
IstS.

Blue Lake Coulee, a continuance of Grand
Coulee. to the southwest, is worthy of a visit by
a~y one who wishes a treat in gazing on a
Wild . .

, weird piece of scenery. accentuated by
Some lakes of unknown depth. Blue Lake
Coulee . h .

IS anot er depreSSIOn of over 400 feet
below the G d C .ran .' oulee, and IS surrounded by
a bas It' ,a IC rock formation tom and rent into,

fantastic shapes. The lakes are three in num
ber and extend from Coulee Citv to \\"ithin-
two miles of the Great Northern railroad. The
most clever word painter will fail to do justice
to these surrotU1dings. They must be seen to
be appreciated.

Writing of the Grand Coulee of \Vashing
ton, Harry]efferson Brown says:

"The Grand Coulee is a huge crack in the
earth, and it is sa fe to say that it's the biggest
thing of its kind in nature. It starts at the
Columbia ri\"er where Lincoln, Douglas and
Okanogan counties join, and runs in a double
curve entirely through the length of Douglas
county to the Columbia again, at the head of
Priest Rapids. And Douglas, you will remem
ber, is about the biggest county in \Vashington.
One hundred miles is an estimate well within
the limit of the length of this freak of nature.
The walls average twelve hundred feet high in
the north half, from Coulee City to the Colum
bia. These, at least, are the figures given by
those who live there. They look to be all of
that height. It is claimed, too, that the lower
hal f of the Grand Coulee is not so deep or wide.
This sketch concerns the upper, or north hali,
only. for this alone has the writer seen. But
it was enough.

"Whatever desire for the grand in nature
one may have is here amply filled. No one
could walk between these towering walls or
peer down from their dizzy heights without
feeling something of awe for the greatness
that made them. In its way the Grand Coulee
is more wonderful and awe inspiring than

. mountain or cavern. Chiefly, perhaps, because
of its mysterious origin. Mankind is afraid of
the unknown and unexplainable. You approach
a mountain by degrees, You see it afar off and
you.approach it generally all too slow. You are
prepared for the sight, and you anticipate.
And lucky for you if you are not disappointed
in size and grandeur, of cliff and canyon by
that very anticipation. Witness, Niagara. So
with a great cave. You know somewhat of it

•
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before you enter. You have already an idea
of the nature and scenery of a cavern. Some
of the things you see are the expected. And
then again it unfolds itself to view only by
degrees. .You see but the part illuminated by
your candle-pardon me-electric light. But
you meet the Coulee under quite dif
ferent circumstances. It is evening and
you are on the prairie among the bunch grass
and sage brush. Perhaps you are peering about
for a jackrabbit or the wily coyote. You
saunter along. noting the rolling of the plains
and marking a few low ridges of basaltic rock
here and there. and guessing. perhaps. at their
distances in the deceptive atmosphere. You
ascend a gently sloping 'rise' \\'hose top has
cut the horizon. shutting out the view beyond.
As you near the top of the 'rise' you observe
a 100v line of clifflike rocks ahead, that may
be a mile away and may be ten, and that un
accountably gro\\'S taller as you walk, increas
ing in size so rapidly that you suspect the effects
of a mira ge. This suspicion brings with it a
sense of relief, which, however, is very short
lived, for there at your feet is the edge of the
Coulee \\'all. the beginning of a sheer drop of
a quarter of a mile.

"Another step or two and you would be
over. So suddenly have you come upon the
precipice that you have no time for fear. You
are only startled. If your nerves are good they
will steady themselves presently and you may
advance, putting your foot part way over the
very edge and stopping. look down. How
ever, I don't think you will do this. You will
be too busy wondering how it ail happened.
\\'here had this immense canyon been hiding
that you did not see it sooner? You didn't even
sU5pect its existence. So intent were you
watching the opposite wall that you supposed
\\'as a low line of cliffs of uncertain distance
that you looked clear across the chasm and did
not distinguish 'empty space and nothingness'
from the surrounding prairie. And the shad
ows of e\'ening helped in the deceiving. While

you are figuring all this out you have made
another startling discovery. The bottom of
this huge crack in the earth is inhabited, Away
down-down so far that homesteads look like
squares on a chess board-and houses. not
shacks, mind you, and 'ten-by-ten-shanties,' but
homes, two stories with attic. look like toy
blocks, you discover another world; a whole
community underground. They are as Com
pletely cut off. so far as you can see. from the
upper earth as Symme's Hole was supposed to
be in the famous Symme's theory of the con
centric circle formation of the earth. Double
teams hauling wheat in trail wagon trains look
like beetles crawling along earth-worn tracks.
Indi\'iduals you can scarcely discern. What
seems but a small potato patch proves to be a
large orchard when examined \\'ith the glass.

"You note the opposite wall. It does not
seem far away if you forget for a moment what
you have seen below. Naturally you pick up
a stone and essay to throw it-well, perhaps not
entirely across, but at least some distance out,
enough to give an intelligent idea of how far
away the other side of the Coulee is. You
throw your best and out goes the stone. Now
you are going to be surprised some more. That
stone, seemingly contrary to all· the laws of
nature, comes back to you in a graceful curve
and passes whizzing apparently under your feet
into what must. as you suppose, be a hollowed
part of the wall. Instinctively you lean for
ward to see what becomes of the stone and to
learn why it acted so queerly-and you are
brought suddenly face to face with the fact that
you are leaning over 1,200 feet of empty spac~,

It does not take long for a realization of thiS
to soak into you. You remember then how
soon that stone began to whiz. You have
looked the precipice in the eye and it was not
hollow but sheer. You know then that those
130ws and forces of nature are immutable and
that it was your own' mal interpretation of ap
pearances that made things look so queer.
And when you have sat down at a safe distance
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from the brink to do a little .pondering, from
alray acrosS the Coulee you catch a faint echo of
the fall of the stone you threw. That wall was
all of three miles away and you were fooltsh
enough to attempt to measure the Coulee with

liltle of man's strength exerted on a smalla .
stone hurled across ---. But you laugh at
the matter and dismiss the feeling of smallness
that has crept over you, supplying its place with
a gratifying sense of discovery. Here was
something new-and found by yourself. By
accident, 'tis true, but none the less your very

OIrn discovery.
"Therefore there is a desire to know more,

to look farther, to go down there into the bow
els of the earth and learn what manner of peo- .
pie there make their homes. So follow along
the brink and look for a place of descent. Here
is an old trail worn deep with much travel,
though now it is unused. Speculation as to
why this disuse is ,set at rest very soon when a

• •

barbed wire fence is found to cross at right
angles and corner on the very edge of the wall,
large stones being used to fix the posts upright.
Those who know will tell you that this is the
old Indian trail, and has been used for time out
of mind by the red men in his journeys north
and south. Now it is hopelessly cut up from all
practical use by the advent of the homesteader
and his ever present and necessary barbed wire
fence. The Bell trail is the only means of de
scent in 40 miles on the west side, or from
Coulee City to the Columbia. That is, the only
practicable means. You can jump off at any
pamt you please, but your respected remains
would not be worth the picking up. There are
other ways of getting down. it is said, but the
men of the plains who ride a cayuse once and
then call it a 'plumb broke hoss,' be it ever such
a bucker. are apt to take the same liberal view
of what is a safe trail down the Coulee wall.
The Bell trail is so called from Frank Bell's
ranch. one of the oldest and best on the west
wall " .. IOU can not see much of thiS descent at
ar)' One time. A steep incline 18 inches or so

wide starts at the edge of the wall, and disap
pears down around some jagged, jutting rocks
a few feet below. This much is all you will
ever see of the trail. And perhaps 'tis well that
this is so--well for the nerves and your reputa
tion as a man of courage. If you are this, and
a little foolhardy besides, you will venture
down. But you will be prudent and humane
enough to leave your horse should you be rid
ing, staked above on the prairie.

"The descent is a series of slides, of wild
scrambles to reach the nearest mass of ragged
rock below; a clambering around abutments,
and a pressing flat to the face of the wall, with
one fearful, fleeting glimpse of the world below,
looking now down farther than ever. You
should by this time be enjoying the scenery
above, below and around about. The pleasure
of this comes later, when you have time to re
call it, but just now every faculty is put to
other and, mayhap, better use in making the
descent safely. At no time do you feel secure.
Every foot of the way is attended with a slip,
a slide or an arresting lurch against one of the
numerous rocks that line the trail. And yet
pack-horses, with the jump of the bunch grass
in them still, are led up and down here, even in
the night and winter time at that. You must
know that this allusion to bunch grass is made
advisedly. There are men ·who have lived
among it all their lives who will tell you that
bunch grass has the unaccountable quality of
imparting 'j ump' to the horse that grazes it.
Put. they will say, the good, staid, old reliable
carriage horse on a summer's grazing of bunch
grass and the owner won't know it again.
Neither will he want to renew acquaintance.
For the bunch grass has put the jump in him.
Only those westerners say 'buck' when they
want to express it. And this is not to be ex
plained, though it may serve to throw some
light on the formation of western character.

"Howbeit, cattle are also driven up and
down on occasions. To be sure, there are
stories of some of the animals slipping and roll-
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ing to their death. The wonder is, not that
some were killed, but that any made the trip
in safety. Two-thirds of the way dO\m the
Bell trail there is an amphitheatre like forma
tion of the wall that has remarkable acoustic
qualities. The echo here is fine. A little ex
perimenting \vill find the foci of sound. The
fine effects to be obtained are well worth the
trouble, the fatigue and the danger of the trip."

Continuing his graphic description of this
wonderful natural phenomenon in Douglas
County, Mr. Brown says:

"There is a wagon road from Coulee City
to the Columbia river that is forty miles long
and is as level as a floor. When it reaches the
river it finds itself 300 feet above the water and
1,000 feet below the general level of the coun
try. This road enters the Grand Coulee, where
the east wall is lacking, and winds its way in
a general northeast direction through the can
yon to a point near the Columbia, where it is
left literally 'up in the air.' The traveler must
either descend to water level or climb to the
surface of the ground. By this road those who
live in the bottom of the Coulee find their way
to the railroad at Coulee City, to the river at
Barry, or to the justly celebrated Ridge country
that lies between the Central Vvashington rail-

•

road and the Columbia whose postoffices are
Tipso, Lincoln, Basseltine, Sherman, Layton
and Clark. A word here about this ridge may
not be amiss. The chief towns and shipping
points for this part of the Big Bend country
are Almira, Hartline, Govan, Wilbur, and
Creston, on the Central Washington branch
of the Northern Pacific. These are flourishing
towns because of the fine wheat producing
country back of them. The future of this por
tion of the Big Bend, which is in the north
west quarter of Lincoln, and the northeast
corner of Douglas county, is easy to predict.
There is no valid reason why towns to compare
favorabh' \vith Almira or Wilbur should not

•

spring up along the line of any competing
common carrier of rapid transit ready to convey

the produce of this countr)' to the north. west
coast or to Spokane and the east. Let th
freight trains and the steamboats come and the
'Ridge' will be there with the goods. Let hi~
who doubts this stand on one of the hiO'hest
points of ~his ridge near tbe postoffice of Jipso
111 the spnng or 111 the harvest time, and these
doubts will be dispelled. Let him in the sprin
attempt to measure with his eye the yastness o~
the billowy green carpet; let him in the har
vest time attempt to count the number of
threshing machines at work in the wheat, the
oats and the barley. Let him reckon up all he
can hear, all he can see and all he can guess at.
He will not guess wrong, guided by the smoke,
and steam and dust. * * *.

"Harking back to the Coulee road, a trip
along it will disclose the bottom of the Grand
Coulee, from end to end of the 40-mile section
from Coulee City to the Columbia, covered with
well tilled and productiye farms. Many of
these are irrigated and are object lessons show
ing what the once despised 'ashes' that com
pose the 1<~va soil will do when it comes into
seasonable contact with \vater. •

"The first comers naturallv chose out for
•

settlement the land where water was found on
the surface, and the appearance of their fanus
today amply justifies their choice. It is true
that irrigation is not now conducted in the Cou
lee on anything like a large scale. That will
come when the engineering problem presented
by the condition found is solved, and water is
brought in, either from the Spokane or the
Columbia. But just now the numerouS large

•

springs scattered over the Coulee bottom gIve
water copious enough in flow to <;upply or
chards and gardens. and in some instances,
even hay and wheat fields. It is true, also, that
some of the Coulee bottom has been taken up
under the desert claim law and is now held un
der the conditions laid down by that law. But
this does not prove anything against the fertil

ity of the coulee bottom-the which you can
easily verify by undertaking to buy a farm
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there. And again, it is true that many poor
houses are found, particularly in the northern

d These are the 'shacks' of the bacheloren .
homesteader, who is a comparatively late
comer. What will these same shacks grow to
in a short time? It may be taken for granted
that every bachelor in the coulee and for that
matter in the whole of the Big Bend-looks
fonvard to a cosy, comfortable home, and a
'queen of the fireside' with whom to patrioti
cally carry out the inj unction of the president in
whom is the virility of the west, and see to it
that this nation does not decay for lack of na
tive citizens, and incidentally, old age. And
this is the present bachelor's Ultima Thule,
and is as it should be. Only, he goes a step

. farther, and proposes that his future happy
state will also be a prosperous one.

"And so he goes literally into the bowels of
the earth, makes claim there to the dead ashes
of an extinct volcano, strikes for Ii ving waters
-and, by the way, finds them-and makes the
desert to grow green with young, vigorous life.
He builds his home, or the beginning thereof,
near to running water, or a likely place to dig
for it. He keeps away from the crumbling
coulee wall, for this precaution is necessary
from the nature of the rock, which disinteg
rates quickly under the action of heat, cold,
sun, wind and rain, and is continually falling
in small fragments. Occasionally-which
means that an old residenter can cite a few in
stances-a huge chunk comes hurling down to
the base of the wall, and the homesteader is
grateful to exclaim, 'Never touched me!' As
you ride through the chasm vou can hear the

•
constant drip, as it were, of the stone. and the
effect of the echoes from wall to wall is very
SImIlar to the reverberations of drip water in
a great cave. Similarly too these sounds,

h " .
per aps because peculiar to so strange a place,
one always associates in memory with anv act
or phase of the coulee. It is the same wi~h all
other SOu d hn s t ere. They take on a strange-
ness of their own, and all those evidences of

38

life, the lowing of cattle, the cal1 of wild fowl,
the shout of men, the throb of threshing ma
chines assume a weird fantastic quality entire
ly in keeping with their apparently unnatural
surroundings. It is impossible to locate any
sound. It is curious to watch a man, for in
stance nailing boards on a barn and at some dis
tance from you. The sounds of the hammer
wil1 come any direction other than the barn,
and they will be multiplied to your my.stifica-

• •tlOn.

"These are some of the things that leave
ineffaceable impressions with the traveler in
the coulee. It is an ideal place to experience
that auricular illusion caused by a dying echo.
A shot, say from a rifle, echoes and re-echoes,
and seems to travel miles away from up the
coulee, zigzagging from wall to wall until it
gets so far away you can't hear it. You can
follow it in imagination until it goes out the
other end. This is your impression, and it must
be confessed 'tis a strong one and hard to shake
off. The coulee walls are, of course, lava.
You can plainly see on their thousand foot
depth of face, how thick were the successive
flows of molten volcanic rock and how many.
How long ago the first of these flows occurred
is for geology to say. What time elapsed be
tween each successive flow is a question belong
ing to geology, also. \Vhat made this gap
gigantic in the earth, anyhow, is a question
too big to discuss here. The coloring of the
walls is something worth going a long journey
to see. Kot that the work itself is anything
but black. That is the natural color, if color
it can be called, of basaltic lava. It is the moss,
the lichens, the weather stains, the sage brush,
the wild currants, the grease wood, the small
pines, firs and mountain ash, covering the whole
face of the coulee wall and growing in every
crack and crevice, that give the color. Modi
fied, all, by distance and the rarity and purity
of the air. Glorious color it is, blended in all
hues. of all shades and gradations. Contrasts
and harmonies there are. Contrasts as gor-
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-
geous and glaring as the h~dgear of the south
ern negro woman. Harmonies as soothing to
the eye as any caught and fixed upon perishable
canvas. Here be 'atmosphere' for the artistic
in plenty and 'breadth' in unlimited quantities.
Though the painted desert of Nevada and New
Mexico may be beyond compare, yet here are
found fragments of it, caught, enclosed, ready
framed between walls more ornamental than
any moulding of plaster of paris and wood,•waiting to be examined, analyzed and admired,
seen, known and loved."

Another of Nature's manv wonders in,
Douglas county is Steamboat Rock, in the
Grand Coulee. There are those, perhaps, fa
miliar with the rock formations of the south
west, particularly in Kew :Mexico, who may be
disposed to sneer at this massive and pictur
esque natural statuary. But all this will be
before they ha\'e \'isited Steamboat Rock and
grasped the full significance of its gigantic
proportions. After that their respeCt will have
been magnified. Steamboat Rock is enormous.
So extensive are its proportions that it has
found a place on the map of the state of \Vash
ington. And its size inspires thoughts com
mensurate with the size of the subject. It
stand out boldly, alone, isolated, sharply de
fined against the uncanny scenery with which
it is surrounded. split. he\\'ll off from the ad
joining county, whose edge you can see as a
wall reaching up 1,200 feet. Steamboat Rock
is several miles long and a number of thousand
feet in width. Although destitute of military
masts and turrets. the rock is moulded into an
exceedingly life-like representation of a huge
battleship from stem to stern. The sides are
perpendicular: the rams at bow and stern incline
at an angle of 45 degrees; they have been
formed by fallen fragments of disintegrated
lava. The lines of demarcation have left main
decks, spar decks and gun decks, caused by
different flows of lava. Of superstructure

there is no trace; nothing but the huge. frown
ing hull. And on the upper deck of this mon-

ster rock is a peaceful farm-a hanging garden
-hundreds of acres in extent. The soil is the
same as that of the prairie land throughout
Douglas county. There is a good road leadin
up to this aerial ranch from the bottom of th:
coulee; the ship's companionway, as it were.

.Stea:nbo.at Rock is productive of a strange
optIcal IllUSIOn. There are distant mountain
peaks overcapping the rock, and glimpses of
them may be caught as you attempt to walk
rapidly along the sides of the sculptured fabric',
but the faster you walk the more rapidly ap-
pears this stone ship to move. Of course this
is a case of "misplaced optics," but the illusion
is perfect. One can scarcely compel himself
to believe that the stone ship is really anchored
at the bottom of Grand Coulee. And there are
many farms nestling at its base. From a dis
tance the rock appears to be surrounded by
water. This illusion is more pronounced if
you approach it by way of the Bell Trail down
into the coulee. It is caused by alkali lakes,
destitute of water, but dazzling, snow-white
beds of soda. During the winter season they
become lakes of real water. However, com
pared to the wide extent of fertile, arable land,
these alkali "blight spots" are insignificant.

In the marshy sedges of the real lakes, and
there are several in the coulee, ducks, brant,
swans, and cranes come in flocks of thousands.
Especially true is this of Devil's Lake, called
by some Tule Lake. In hunting these birds a
rc~triever is absolutely necessary. To shoot
winged game from the coulee walls is a piece of
inanity. It may be rare sport to see the wound
ed bird drop a thousand feet into the boson of
the earth, but it is decidedly unprofitable.
1\either man nor dog can retrieve it; it might
as well have gone a mile up into the heavens.

Of the far famed Pilot Rock, one more of
Douglas county's geological freaks, Mr. Harry

Jefferson Brown writes:
"Pilot Rock, \Vashington, stands on the

west wall of the Grand Coulee, eight miles
d . thefrom Coulee City, Douglas county, an IS
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.
fincrer post marking the gateway to the Big

~ . .
Bend country and POinting the way to the fer-
tile plains lying within the embrace of the
greatest river of the great northwest. Long
before you get into the Big Bend proper, and
lrhile you are puzzling out the intricacies of the
scab rock country beyond Davenport, you will
see that rock silhouetted against the horizon,
and YOU will know that it stands on the only

-spot \I'here it is practicable to cross the Grand
Coulee. at any point within a length of sixty
miles. \rith a wagon. And if you are a wise
man you will know that this is the point you
should aim for, since beyond lies the land for
the homemaker. Later you will see that rock
outlined against the snowy summits of the Cas
cade mountains, with Glacier peak glistening
like a dav star over Lake Chelan.-"But this is onlv when YOU have climbed- .
the long hill to Pilot Rock from Coulee city
thal's in the bottom of the Grand Coulee. The
climb is made for eight miles in an im'olved
series of loops, slants and switchboards, Hay
stack Rock, the old settlers call it. Likely they,
being fr0111 the east, made the same mistake as
the tenderfoot did lately. who riding through
the Big Bend, remarked on the quantity of hay
they raised in that country and the huge stacks
the\' made.

" '\"here?' said the guide.
"'Why, right over there in that field.' said

the tenderfoot, pointing to Haystack, or Pilot
Rock.

"'Them's rocks,' said the guide senten
tioush-.

•

"But nothing would satisfy that tenderfoot
but a personal investigation. and nothing would
do but that he should go 'right over there,'
which proved to be a three mile hike. and stand
and gaze before a grim 60 feet of laya that
pilot to the Inland Empire as it was. yet bor~
an exact resemblance to the weather blackened
haystacks of the Mississippi and Ohio valleys.
Great indeed was this tenderfoot's surprise
and warm h" . .IS ImaginatIOn ·when he was shown

the true 'wheat hay' of the land, all bright,
'green and gold.'

"'I never saw the like before,' said the
tenderfoot. And he hadn't.

" 'How do they produce that exquisite col
oring?' he asks again, for he is here to learn.

" 'Grow it,' said the guide. And it is suffi
cient to know but this. But later when it was
learned that hay was sold for $ I 8 a ton, a ro
seate hue was added to its other tints for the
tenderfoot.

"But haystack or rock be it taken for, it is
a safe pilot for those west of the coulee seeking
through that great fissure the overland route
to Spokane; and to those from the east it is a
landmark to be seen from afar, guiding the
way to the \yheat country in the Columbia plat
eau and to the fruit country of the Columbia
benches.

To one who is seeking a taste of the old
romance of the stage coaching days, Coulee
City offers an excellent opportunity to find it.
There is more than a romantic fla \'01' about the
sight of the stage from Bridgeport, and the
Okanogan. swinging down the \Yinding, doub
ling, twisting road from Pilot Rock on the top
of the wall to Coulee City at the bottom, the
four ponies at their natural 'gait, the lope, the
driver interpeJating a few choice remarks in
stage driver language, punctuated with fre
quent sharp cracks of the "'hip, and the pas
sengers hanging on for dear life, in enjoyment
or fear, as suits each temperament. They swing
into sight a mere speck at the top of the hill,
heralded if it is summer. bv a cloud of dust., . .
Every team on the hill, amI there are many ·in
the harvest time. seeks a safe siding to give
a clear road to uncle Sam's mail train. This
is no easy task. to get out of the way; but those
who know keep out of the 'chutes,' that short
circuit. the loops and turns. The novice or the
tenderfoot teamster is very apt to plant himself
squarely in the mirldle of the right of way, and
when the meeting comes, as inevitably it must,
that particular locality is a good place to be
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absent from for those whose ears are easily
shocked, and those of the passengers who es
cape unscathed are treated to a warmth of col
loquy equaled only by the glow of the local
color, and a flow of language ,,,hose pictures
queness is only rivaled by that of the surround
ing scenery. And only in the great northwest.
and only where it comes in touch again with the
palmy days of the old stage coach, could such
things be found. It is indeed an inspiring
scene, and that 'tis duly appreciated is shown
in the fact that all Coulee City is out to see and
get the news from Okanoga:l and the north.
For Coulee City, at the bottom of the canyon,
is interested in what takes place in the north.
Her people want keenly to know just where and
when that railroad from Bellingham, of the
new birth, is coming through the Cascades.
and what feeders and feelers it will throw out,
and where. They wish to learn, too, as soon as
may be. what foundation there is for the talk
of the Canadian roads coming down into \Vash
ington and just where they will come and
when. For although Coulee City has a direct
outlet now through Adrain to the Pacific coast.
yet much of the wheat shipped from there must
be hauled overland distances as great as 30
miles or more. And particularl v is there a de--
sire to learn whether these roads, even though
they may pass to Spokane far to the north.

.will, by tapping the rich Methow valley. and
the Colville Reservation country soon to be
opened for settlement. induce the Central
Washington to extend its line over the Coulee
wall, past St. Andrews, and so on to Water
ville, to connect again with the main line to the
coast at Wenatchee. These are matters of big
import to the people of the Grand Coulee bot
tom of the Big Bend.

"There is what seems to be an abortive at
tempt to extend this road over the Coulee wall.
You can see the grade making about up the hill,
coiling and doubling back upon itself, but scale
less naked--devoid of ties or rails. There is
also the gradeway of a rival road, though it

d~es not climb so hi~~; and it shows signs of
VIOlent .and abrupt dIsmtegration in Spots. not
due entirely to the natural disruptive forces of
gravitation on the steep hillsides. People sa\,
that these grades were built fourteen years ag'

• 0,
more for the sake of circumventing and fore-

. stalling the fellow that owned the other road
thc.n through any serious attempt to reach the
Columbia plateau beyond. And the people are
anxious to see the road go over the hills in
earnest, and would wish nothing better than
that any of the proposed roads from the north
penetrating the Inland Empire will prove the
loadstone that will draw the Northern Pacific
over the Coulee wall.

"The view from the top of Pilot Rock on a
clear day-and all the days in summer in the
Big Bend are clear-is very extensive. If'dis
tance lends enchantment to the view,' then it's
most enchanting, for the distance at which \'ou

•

can see the prominent natural features of cen-
tral Washington are great. The Blue Moun
tains of historic \Vallowa are too far under the
horizon to discover, but Steptoe Butte, dO\rn
in \Vhitman county, can be seen if looked for
in the right. place. This butte is named as a
memorial of the fight Colonel Steptoe had with
the Indians back in the' 50S. Almost due east
Mica Peak, 'Old Mike Peak,' pricks out a point
against the blue of the Coeur d'Alenes that
form the sky line; and all between is color
gorgeous color. The purple plain spreads, ap
parently unlimited, to the north. east and south.
and merges almost undistinguishably into the
blue of the sky. You see no definition to the
prairie except the landmarks named. Right

. under you, a quarter of a mile clown and eight
miles away, lies Coulee City, looking like a

. t
bunch of sardine, oyster and tomato cans JUs
swept out of a back door, with here and there
an abandoned 'growler.' looming up to rep
resent the public school house, the largest hotel
and the railroad warehouses. Or, to make a
more pleasing comparison, the city resembles
from this height and distance a handful of
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b 'crhtlv colored toys scattered and forgotten
b:'\ sleepy child tired of its playthings. A
d~zen miles further east you can see Hartline,
lying on the purple prairie like an artist's .pal
ette. conspictlous only by a few dots of bright
colors. And stretching away clear across Lin
coln county to the east and to the south are
rows of many towns and villages, mere specks
on the plain, but spots hazy with the smoke of
industry. Material evidence they are of the
\I'estward march of enterprise. To the east
and a little north you catch glimpses of Mount
Carleton's bald head-'Old Baldy'-as the
Spokane people love to call him. Farther
south are the Summit mountains, and these are
the ones you see as you journey west from the
city of Spokane, and that persist in racing west-

•

ward with you. getting ahead of you until you'd
swear they were \'oyaging down on the swift
current of the Columbia. Mitre Rock, at Spo- .
kane rapids, is hidden by the bluff in the elbow
formed by the quick turn of the Columbia's
course from south to west. These bluffs ex
tend from the rock to Hellgate, above the
mouth of the Sans Poil river. Here, at Hell
gate, is the proposed crossing of the railroad
from Bellingham Bay to Spokane.

"To the north, and almost in a line with
the pole, Mount Bonaparte, 'Old Boney,' looms
up, ove! topping the bunch grass hills of the
Okanogan and Colville country and indicating
the northern limit of United States territory.
Farther to the west, and a little more distant,
are ~'[ounts Chapaca and Palmer, in Okanogan
county, the latter the scene of the recent phe
nomenal gold find. Between vou and these
Ii • •
.e, the "alley of the Okanogan, surely des-

tined for speedy development by the penetra
tion f '1a ral roads from the north and from the
Coast. Conconully, the county seat, lies in the
llI1e of sight, but shows no sign form your view
lJOlnt. To the west a little farther are the
Okanoga' .n mounta1l1s, and west of these aga1l1
YOu can th .. see e ultramarme of the Methow
range sholl'ing clear against the purity of the

snow capped Cascades. There is a white point
of mountain top, barely discernable, showing
between the peaks of the Cascades in the north
west. This point must be the summit of either
Mount Baker in vVhalcom county, or Mount
Shuksan, the watershed of the Hokullam river,
one of the branches of the Skagit. Interest
centers in the headwaters of the Skagit, for
here are to be found the only feasible routes for
railroads from the west through the Cascade
range, the great dividing line between the
coast country and the Inland Empire. Glacier
Peak will catch your eye, undoubtedly, if the
sun is right, and then you will be looking
across the full length of Lake Chelan. Lucky
you are if the weather is right and Chelan does
not obscure the 'eve of the Cascades' with her

•

rising mists. A way to the west and south, to
complete the circuit, are Mount Howard. at
Stevens Pass. Mount Stuart, with its three
peaks, resembling the Three Sisters in Ver
mont, just beyond Wenatchee of the
rosy apples. But for the Badger Moun
tains, a low range extending from a
point on the Columbia river southwest
of \iVaterville, Douglas county, to the
Columbia again, at the mouth of Moses
Coulee, you might catch a glimpse of Mount
Ranier, or Tah-co-mah. as the Indians love to
call it. A peak as perfect in form as famed
Fujiama, in Japan. and the delight and pride
of the people of the city of Tacoma on Ad
mirality inlet.

"And so with one last look around to feast
the eyes on color and to fix in the mind ~

grander panorama than even the classic Alps
can afford, you climb doivn from Pilot Rock
with sincere regret, and with a determination
to renew acquaintance with these great things
of the northwest. that undoubtedly have left
their impress upon the character of her people,
and are typical of her future greatness."

As one travels on cars or steamboats he sees
little or none of the beauties of the fertile
prairie country of Douglas county. These con-
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.
ventional lines of travel he must leave and go
out and up and over it, when an agreeable sur
prise awaits the investigator. Here and there
most attractive homes accentuate the possi
bilities for him who will possess himself of a
few acres of this productive land, and improve
the opportunities which lie at his feet. To the
eastern man the quality of the soil will prove a
revelation. He has been accustomed to the
black loam or sandy soil so common in the east
or middle west. Here the soil is neither. It
is a light gray color, termed by geologists vol
canic ash. It has been formed by the corroding
and disintegration of the lava rock with which
the soil is unde·daid. And it as fertile as the
famoHs river valleys of the east; it has the ex
cellent quality of "never washing nor baking
should it be worked when too damp. Another
important quality is its wonderful retention of
moisture. Properly prepared a good crop of
spring wheat may be secured without a drop of
rain between spring time and harvest. In many

•

instances this wonderful soil is sixty feet in
depth. A well-known traveler who tarried for
awhile in Douglas county wrote as follows to
an eastern journal:

"This is the great wheat producing region
of Central Washington and for which it has
become noted all over the world. A yield of
thirty bushels per acre is usual, while forty to
fifty bushels of wheat is not an uncommon
yield. To make the greatest success, wheat is'
sown on land that has been summer fallowed
the preceding year and but one-half bushel per
acre is required for seed. Oats, barley and
other cereals succeed equally with wheat, while
all garden vegetables and root crops are grown
with success and satisfaction. 'While the Big
Bend country has never claimed to be a fruit
growing region, it is not because fruit cannot
be grown there. A sight of the many fine or
chards would soon overcome that idea. Ap
ples, pears, prunes, cherries and all the smaller
varieties of hardy fruits and berries are grown
with success, but not so much for profit as an

-
accompaniment of the well-established home.
v~ith better facilities for ~arket, fruit growing
wIll become a money makmg proposition in th. e
Big Bend country."

Unless one employs an experienced expert
he will be scarcely able to find any Suitable
government land in Douglas county at the pres
ent writing. The best lands have all been
taken. What are known as the "gravellv flat'"

• •

extend from Hartline to Coulee City. They
lie, practically to the north and south, but e;
tend only a short distance. But there are rich
surroundings in the vicinity of Wilsoncreek,
and beyond Coulee City, westward, toward
vVaterville, are some of the most valuable and
productive farms in the county. The chief
city is \1{aterville,the county seat; miles away
from any railroad as yet, but still a bustling.
busy, metropolitan town of which much more

. is said in another chapter. A singularly wrong
impression has been gained of the fertility of
this section of the country by travelers. Rid
ing from Coulee City to \Vaterville in a stage,
unless the season be winter, one is enveloped in
a cloud of dust. It can only be equalled in the
vicinity of Pasco, Franklin county. But this
dust is a money maker. It is simply volcanic
ash. Scoria; and, just off the stage line in the
quiet fields it is growing stupenduous crops of
wheat, oats and barley, and the finest speci
mens of kitchen garden products, prize takers
at county fairs. The snows of winter supply
the place of summer and spring rains. Yet this
spring. (19°4) there has been plenty of pre
cipitation; a spring unusual for the quantity
of moisture. To you the .people of Douglas
county will explain that the nature of the sol!
and the closeness of the lava bed rock to the
surface makes the lack of rain by no means det

rimental to the making of a crop. They will
tell you also that at all times, even in the, ,
dryest, when for months not a drop of water
{las fallen, moisture is found only a few inches
from the surface. The crops themselves bear

. Well
witness to the truth of their assertIOns.
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water may be obtained at a depth of from ten to
fiftv feet. At times the drilling is hard, and
the' "shots" of giant powder dropped in the
cavity may not always produce the desired re
suIt; but patience will invariably reward the
farmer who really wants a well. Therefore it
need not surprise the traveler through Doug
las county to see so many residences pitched in
the valleys instead of on the highlands; in these
kcations water is more accessible.

Douglas county is situated in the central
pc~'lion of the state; is 120 by 60 miles in area,
~ Ild constitutes an important section of what
is recognized as the Big Bend country. It is
penetrated by the Central 'Washington railway
!\1 Coulee City. nineteen miles, 2,640 feet; trav
eled by the Great Northern road 72 miles,
686 feet, and the "Adrian Cut-off," from Cou
Ite City to Adrian, a1xJllt 22 miles.

Of the famous alkali lakes of Douglas coun
ty the report of the Washington Geological sur
vey says:

"The alkali lakes of the state are neither
numerous nor large. Among the largest are
Moses. Lake, Blue Lake and Sanitarium, or
Soap Lake. These, together \vith numerous
temporary ponds and a chain of fresh water
lakes occupy the former bed of the Columbia
the Grand Coulee.

"Moses Lake, which lies about twelve miles
southeast of Ephrata, on the Great Northern
railway, is about eighteen miles long and a mile
wide. It is very shallow. The average depth
1,. approximately, twenty feet. It lies in a
shallow basin with low banks so that a rise of,
but a few feet would inundate a large section
of country. The water is unfit for drinking
purposes, but is not strongly alkaline and could
PH,bably be used in irrigation. The section of
cou t· .n ry III which these lakes are located is of,
COurse· I' \ery (fI' and supports only a scanty
vegetal' \v .Ion. . here there IS water. however,
the soil is very fertile. The lake drains a large
area th hroug upper Crab Creek. It has no
outlet b t . ., u across ItS foot hes a low range of

sand hills through which the water seeps into
the sources of lower Crab Creek, which occu-

. pies the bed of the canyon below. Along this
canyon lie numerous shallow ponds which dry
up in summer. The deposits left by these are
not of any considerable value, though they con
tain an appreciable quantity of borax. An in
teresting feature of :vIoses Lake is the fact that
it is gradually rising, having risen about ten
feet in the last seven years. If it continues to
rise a few more feet it will break through a
clear course into lower Crab Creek and empty
ir.to the Columbia. The analvsis of the water

•

o[ ?I,roses Lake, by H. G. Knight, is as follows:

PARTS PER THOUSAND.

Total solids 0.32357
Volatile solids 0.10095
N on-volatile solids ...........•....•.......... 0.22262
Silica , ., _ 0.01502

Alumina and iron oxide 0.00331
Calcium carbonate 0.06235
)'IIagnesium carbonate 0.0752S
Sodium sulphate ...................•......... 0.01258
Sodium chloride 0.01895
Sodium carbonate 0.10914

The following is from the \Venatchee Ad
vance:

"Parties who ha\"e recently arriyed from
Moses Lake and the lower Crab Creek country
tell a sad tale in regard to the ruination of valu
able ranches on lower Crab Creek caused by the
\yashing out oi the natural land dyke at the ioot
of Moses Lake. The water cut a channel
through the sand dunes as wide as the \Venat
chee river and washed tone and tons of sand
down over valuable alialfa lands virtually ruin
ing them. The lake is twelve feet lower than
ever before known and is dry ior miles down
from the head, and if the channel is cut deep
enough the lake is yery likely to go completely
drv.-

"There is a tradition among the Indians to
the effect that years and years ago there was no
Moses Lake-only a creek-but two or three
drv seasons intervened in succession and the
creek went almost dry. Then the wind blew a
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terrific gale for months and drifted the sand
back and forth until it had completely filled the
creek bed and threw up a dam twenty feet high
and miles and miles in length at the lower end.
When the water came again in the spring the
space filled up and made the present Moses
Lake. This is the Indian explanation of the
matter, and it look reasonable, for there are pot
holes and sand dunes at the lower end of the
lake \\'hich are cOlltin\lally shifting as the winds
will it. It is through these dunes that the
waters of the lake have cut a chamlel and
washed a great mass of sand down on the beau
tiful ranches that are located below."

"More interesting is the so-called Soap, or
Sanitarium Lake, situated about six miles
north of Ephrata. This lake is so called be
cause it is so strongly alkaline as to be soapy
to the touch, and when a strong wind blows
across it the water along the shore is beaten
into great rolls of foam. Fish cannot Jive in
the water. nor is there any vegetation in this as
in Moses Lake, The \yater is used for bathing,
but to those unaccustomed to its use the water
has a slightly caustic or irritating effect. It
is also claimed that it is useful medicinally.
There is much of peculiar interest about the
lake. It is about t\YO and a quarter by three
quarters miles in extent, is very deep in places,
and probably averages about forty feet.
It drains only a very small area of
country and has neither inlet or out
let, in the form of streams. It is lo
cated in a deep basin walled to the height of
roo feet or more on the east and west by cliffs
of black basalt. The land to the north and
south rises slowly; on the south to nearly the
height of the cliffs, but on the north the rise is
so slight that should the lake rise fifteen feet
it would empty into the next of the chain of
lakes to the north. The source of the water
of the lake is said to be a spring in the center.
Indians of the neighborhood assert that only a
few years since the lake was very small and was
fed by this strong alkaline spring. Fresh water

is, however, continually seeping in from the
shores, as is shown by the fact that fresh \Yater
wells may be sunk even but a few feet fr0111 the
shore, and that the cattle dislikir:g the strong
alkalllle water face the shore to obtain the
sweeter seepage. The water of the lake Con
tains calcareous matter to such an extent that
the stones and debris at the bottom are in
crusted with a frost-like coating of calcium
carbonate. An analysis of the water is as fol
lows:

. PARTS PER THOUSAND
Total so!Jds 282"'"
V 1'1 I' . uvyo atl e s~ Ids : 0.62503
Non-volatIle so!Jds 27.64186
Sl!Jca 012816.. .... .. .
Alumina and iron oxide Trace.
Calicium sulphate Trace
Calcium carbonate Trace.
Magnesium sulphate 0.39099
Sodium sulphate 6.34872
Sodium chloride 5.81)84
Sodium carbonate 14.08<)01
Potasium carbonate O.SII77
Lithium sulphate Trace.
Phospnorus pentaxidi 0.12018

•
Carbon dioxide (semi-combined) 1.37034
Borax . None.
Iodine . ,. None.
Free Ammonia .03400
Allumenoid ammonia 1.1060
1:he specific gravity .. 1.0260

Of this singular lake the EllClIsburg Local
izer said:

"There is a lake about one mile wide by
two miles long some distance from the borax
beds in Douglas county, which has been a great
resort for the Indians when afflicted with erup
tions of any kind. It is reported to be very
efficacious is curing all cutaneous diseases and
even syphilitic disorders. It is called by the
Indians 'Big Pe Lake,' The water has a yellow·
ish tinge, but is very clear. A person can see
to the bott0111 of it where it is thirty feet deep.
There is something peculiar about it; the stlr-

. d mal"face reflects images equal to a 111lrror, an .' "
'11 111\' anifies objects manyfold. It WI mag1 '.

. Otlr 111-child to the proportions of a giant.
formant says: 'The hand or foot reRected
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from the lake's surface is magnified most as-
'lll'nCTh' This lake has been used by thetomS ",.' . . ..,

Indians from time Immemonal, and IS stIll utIl-
ized for the purposes named. There is no
doubt that on account of its healing properties
it will be taken up and some day become a
great watering place, eclipsing the famous

Medical Lake, in Spokane county.' "
In April, J903, the big span of the Rock

Island bridge across the Columbia, on the Great
Northern railway, was swung into place. Seri
ous difficulty was encountered in throwing this
span across 4J6 feet of space between the
arches. It was impossible to build false work, as
at that point the river is from eighty to one hun
dred feet deep. It courses through under the
bridge like a mill race. ,It was, to the engin
eers, a new problem. General Manager Mit
chell, of the Great Northern Company, solved
it by an intricate system of ties and counter
balances which enabled the builders to carry
the bridge out from each beam 208 feet without
support, meeting in the center, a feat never be
fore attempted, and which is considered a tri
umph of engineering skill.

In the spring of 1901 preparations were
made for sinking oil wells in Douglas county.
The sites where \'aluable fields were supposed
to exist were near Central Ferry, across the
Columbia river, and on the Douglas county
side. A company known as the \Venatchee
Oil & Coal Company was organized with the
fOllowing officers: C. C. Bireley, president;
F, W, Mauser, secretary and treasurer; T. L.
Brophly, superintendent, and George H. \Val
ter. director and a heavy stockholder. The
COmpany secured a 2s-years-lease of two quarter
sectIons of land on which the oil discovery was
made, and shipped in machinery for drilling
wells \\Ih 'I . d' . ,.\ en 01 111 IcatlOns were first dISCOV-
ered it dappeare on the surface of the ground
~mong the springs which here and there issue
torth L t I. ' a er, 1Owever, a cloud burst occurred
Just abOve the place which washed an immense
gorge through the land where there indications

appeared, revealing the geological formation
to a depth of thirty or forty feet. The pre
dominating rock is cretaceous sandstone, in
folds of six to eight feet, lying one
above the other. Where these springs
issued forth the surface of the ground
for some distance around was saturated
with a greasy oil fluid. Oil experts,
of course examined it, and it was largely upon
their recommendation that capital became in
terested and the necessary machinery purchased
to begin active operations, But so far there has
been no result worthy of the first excitement
occasioned by the early discoveries.

One of the peculiar attractions a new comer
will notice in the northwestern portion of Doug
las county is the frequency of what are termed
"haystack rocks." Geological experts have ex
plained their presence, as being meteors, having
been deposited in prehistoric ages. In shape
and size they are in the exact form of an or
dinary haystack. Some of them are small.
possibly four of five feet in diameter and the
same in height. Others stand fully forty to
sixty feet in height and about thirty feet in
diameter at the base. They are usually oval
or rounding until they gradually taper to a
small, round top, exactly similar to a haystack.
At a distance the eye is easily deceived. Some
of them have been deposited in the best portions
of the farming lands in the county, and splen
did loam creeps up to their very base. Many
stand alone like sentinels; in other localities
some farms of 320 acres possess three or four
of them.

With the exceptions of Grand and Moses
Coulees the most conspicuous landmark in
Douglas county is Badger Mountain, a long,
rambling elevation extending from the Colum
bia river in a southeasterly direction, rising to
an elevation of several hundred feet above the
level of the surface of the country, the sur
rounding plain. and 4,000 feet above sea level.
Not a great many years ago the west end of
Badger Mountain was covered with a thick
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growth of pine timber. This was, in fact, the
only body of timber in Dougla8 county, and
without its presence the settlement of the
western portion of the Big Bend would have
been retarded for a number of years. This
mountain forest supplied fuel, fencing and
building material for miles around. It ap
peared as though a kind providence hac! pro
vided this timber that the choice agriculturai
lands of the "'estern Big Bend country might
be de\·eloped. Today the \vestern portion of
Badger Mountain has only a straggling growth
of scraggy timber, while the town of \Vater
\'ille and the hundreds of farm residences which
can be seen fr0111 the summit of the mountain
show what has become of the once handsome
growth of timber which was there.

Douglas county contains about 5.200

square miles. or four times the size of the whole
state of Rhode Island. The states of Rhode
Island and Delaware could both be placed in
Douglas county and then there would be 700
square miles residue. It is as large as the state
of Connecticut, and co\'ers a stretch of coun
try greater in extent than the distance between
1\ew York and Philadelphia.

In the earl ier portion of this chapter we
alluded to the phenomena of "crops without
rain." The annual precipitation over the
northern half of the Big Bend country or the
plateau is between ten and fifteen inches. O\'er
the most of this area it is nearly uniform and
ranges irom twelve to fourteen inches. That
is, all the rain and melted snow of the year
\vould. if preserved, make a layer of water
from tweh'e to fourteen inches deep. N ow, an
annual rainfall of twelve to fourteen inches
seems scanty to persons unacquainted with the
country and it would be scanty in most locali
ties. but in the Big Bend country there are
some peculiarities which modify this feature
and make it less felt-make it, in fact, suffi

cient. Ho\\' it happens that this coumry, par
ticularly Douglas county, with such slight pre
cipitation, has become famous as the greatest.

wheat producing country in the t:nited Stat
is a m~st vitally interesring study, and t~
reason IS not generally understOOd from a
scientific viewpoint. \Ve here produce ex
cerpts from a speech delivered by PrOfessor
Mark V. Harrington, in 1896, preSident of the
\Vashington State University, at the second
Douglas County Industrial Exposition held in
\Vaterville, October 2, 1896, which fullyex
plains the matter. Professor Harrington said:

. "This region lies in temperate and rather
cool latitudes. It is in hot climates that the in
sufficiency of water is most felt. Spain has
many inclosed basins something like this. Ther
generally get more rain than you do' here. but
they lie from six to ten degrees further south
and the plateaus are dry and arid. On the other
hand the rainfall in Sweden is as little as here
and in some places is less. but there is no
trouble in Sweden in growing trees or raising
crops ill ordinary seasons. But this is from
five to eight degrees further north than you are.
the mean temperatures for the same ele\'ation
are lower, and the evaporation of moisture is
consequently less.

"The soil in this region is usually light
and fine. These qualities make it, when dr\'
and not protected by vegetation, powder easily
under the wheels of hea\'v wagons. and it is

•

easily lifted by the wind and may be carried
long distances. It almost floats in the air. This
lightness is not due to its being intrinsicalh'
lighter when powdered than \vhen solid. .-\
bushel of wheat weighs as much \rhen ground
as when entire in the grain and yet it may be
ground so fine as to float is such quantities in
the air as to make the latter semi-explosive.

•

The fine soil which you have here is C0111nlln-
tlted rock and has not lost any of its weight III

. . due
being powdered. Its faculty of floatmg IS .

to this: Each solid particle has adhering to It
a thin skin of air thinner and less adherent

when the surface is polished, thicker and more
tenacious when the body has a rough surface.
This thin skin of air does not lessen the \\'elght
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of a particle, but when the latter i.s mi~ute and

peeiaIly if it is rough, the adhenng aIr forms
es ., I h

I ue part of the entire partlc e, and t e twoa arb .

t 9'ether have a greater bulk for the same
0"

weight and fall more s.lowly:
"It is this layer of air which makes the fine

soil useful in saving ground water. It retards
the evaporation of moisture because the crevices
between particles being filled with air, the heat
is slower in penetrating and evaporation is
slower. Again this very fineness facilitates the
absorbtion of \vater, which falls upon the sur
face and this prevents running off. The water
replaces air very readily and forms a surround
ing envelope of its own. Capillary attraction
\rhich will hold water powerfully in a tube
holds it as powerfnlly in a fine soil. . The water
is more easily taken up by such a soil and more
firmly held when it is taken up. Capillary at
traction yields only to evaporation and to se
ductive .force of the tips of growing roots.
These draw \vater more powerfully than does
capillary attraction in the soil. The dust and
fine soil of this region play other parts in its
natural economy, both beneficial and harmful,
but these belong to other questions than that
now under discussion.

"The precipitation of the Big Bend country
is not distributed wastefully through the whole
year, when it is not needed as well as when it
it, as is the case in eastern states. N or does it
fall chiefly when it is not wanted, at or after
harvest as in some places, notably Florida. It
falls here chiefly in two seasons, so convenient
for the farmer that it could scarcely have been
more so had he arranged it himself. The first
precipitation season is the winter from N ovem
ber to February, inclusive. The precipitation
IS greatest in quantity at this season and de
scends as snow. It drifts but little lies long
an~ affords a long period of sleighi~g. In the
Sprmg it melts gradually, feeding the wafer
slOWly to th .] h' . .e SOl, w Ich takes It up lIke a
sponge II . .

. ,a oWll1g very little to flow off. Mean-
While the ....

snow covenng m wmter IS a valuable

feature. It protects the soil from sudden
changes of temperature, defends young plants
of winter crops, and tends to keep the tempera
ture of air even, preventing the sudden changes
of thawing and freezing, which are so injurious
to plant Ii fe. This season of great precipitation
corresponds to that of the adjacent Pacific
coast.

"The second season of precipitation is of
about six \veeks duration in late spring-in
April and May. Between this and the preced
ing has been a period of se\'eral weeks free
from rain, a time for the farmer to sow his
crops and giving them a period of sunny
weather to bring them up and prevent them
from rotting in the ground. Then during the
growing season are rains \vhich feed the crops
when they most need it. In this rainy season
the Big Bend country sho\\"S its alliance to the
Montana and Dakota region, \\·here the rainy
season is from .-\pril to June. Then follows a
long, dry season for the han'esting of crops
and the fall plowing. During the two precip
itation seasons-a short six months about
three-quarters of the rain falls. This makes it
as effecti\'e as a half more falling indifferently
through the year. \\'ithout counting the advant
ages of being sure of a dry han·est."

"Located in the extreme northeast part of
Douglas county." says a correspondent of the
Big Bend Empire. \\Titing in May. 1896, "and
bordering on the Colville reservation is a sec
tion of country which, though not widely
known, is one of the most fertile regions of the
Big Bend. This is the 'Little Bend.' Here
the Columbia river runs from the mouth of the
Grand Coulee almost north for twelve miles.
Coming around to within a distance of fifteen
miles of the coulee walls, then widening out in
that sweep which borders the Big Bend proper.
Across this narrow northeastern peak is the
wagon road running from \iVilbur to the Okan
ogan mines. There the settler has the choice
of locating in any altitude desired between the
Columbia river and the high, rolling prairie
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land as this part is formed of benches extend
ing from the river to the high lands. Should
the wayfaring homeseeker conclude he did not
want to go into farming wheat and hardy prod
ucts he has only. to move a few benches down
toward the river where he has a location espe
cially adapted to the culture of fruit and ber-

•

ries equal in el'ery respect to the golden state
of California. On these benches may be seen
springs of pure, clear water gushing out of the
hillsides, and immediately below, caused by
this moisture, are beautiful groves of birch and
balm to greet the stockman on a summer day
while riding among his herds.· This is the
ideal bunch grass region of the Big Bend, ow
ing to the richness of soil and abundance of
water.

That portion of Douglas' county lying be
twen Grand and Moses Coulees is known as
the Highland country. The following de
scriptil'e matter of this section of the county is
from the pen of J. Harry Noonan:

"Lying at such an altitude as to overlook
the greater part of Douglas county, the giant
country of the EI'ergreen State, and much of
the higher portions of \¥ashington, as well as
points in Idaho, Oregon and British Columbia,
rests the beautiful Highland country, the home
ideal of numbers of happy, enterprising and
self-sustaining tillers of the soil. This land
ranges from 2,000 to 2,500 feet above the sea
level and occupies that high ridgeway extend
ing between Grand and Moses Coulees, occupy
ing most of townships 22,23,24, and 25, range
26. the center of township 24. range 26, being
about 16 miles from Coulee Citv and 20 miles-
from Ephrata on the Great Northern Railway.
This coutmy being highly elevated the crops
are not subject to severe frosts like that of the
lower lands, and the higher elevation insures
us sufficient snow and rain during the year to
saturate the ground, and being a brown clay
soil and wonderfully adapted to the retention of
moisture. good crops could be raised without.
a drop of water from May until August."

The idea of building a tramway from the
plateau west of '''Taterville to the Columbia
river for the more economical transportation of
wheat was conceived by A. L. Rogers, who

worked hard to get the farmers interested in
the enterprise. Later Mr. Rogers sold his in.
terests to the Columbia River Tramway Com.
pany.· The tramway was completed in Novem_
ber, 1902. It carries grain from the plateau
to the Columbia river, and thus saves the hard
hauls down the canyons to the shipping points

. from 2,000 to 2,500 feet below the level of the
plateau.

In December, 190.), a "Titer in the Seattle
Post-Intelligencrr said:

"Douglas, one of the last counties in the
state to receive settlement and its lands to be
brought under cultivation, has made a ,erv

•
substantial and satisfactory growth during the
year 1903, not only in population but in build
ing improvements and in the general prosper
ity of its people. This is the county that only
a few years ago contained but a few stockmen.
According to the report of Assessor Will the
population is a little over 12,000. Douglas has
made the largest percentage of gain in popula
tion of any county in the state except Franklin.
since 1900. Since then the gain is 5,794. or
116.8 per cent. The assessor's rolls show that
there are 23.033 head of cattle, valued at $412..

150, and 12, 780 horses valued at $36r ,50j.

and a total increase for taxation of over $j.
000,000 since last year. The county raised
about 6,000,000 bushels of wheat this year, for
which something like $3,600,000 wiII be paid.

Especially along the Great Northern rail·
way is the growth of the county noticable. The
towns of Quincy' Ephrata '¥ilsoncreek. Strat-

" . 1
ford, and Knipp have all made very substantia
gains, while the land adjacent, which only a
few years ago was called the Big Bend Desert,
is being made to blossom and yield abund

antly."
. tl DOll _lasIn October of the same vear Jee

COl/llty Press, published at 'Waten-ille, said:
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".-\ rapid transformation is being wrought
in that section lying along the Great Northern

'1 I'al' A few years ago land there was soldral I .'
by E. F. Benson, then in the employment of

I e i\orthern Pacific land department, for a11 ... .
iew cents per acre. 'While in Quincy we heard
of a number of sections of the same land being
sold at from $15 to $20 per acre. Messrs.
Babcock, Blythe, Richardson,. Urquhart and
other stock men figured on this being a perpet
ual home for stock and good for nothing but
range. Standing on an eminence this side of
Quincy and Winchester as far as the vision can
reach the shack of the homesteader dots the
level plain. On driving through we found
considerable breaking being done, orchards

planted and the work going on to convert
wheat from the sands of what was once known
as the Big Bend de·sert. \Ve can remember
when the Ritzville country was said to be too
dry for farming; money loaners would not go
into the Horse Heaven nor Washtuchna sec
tions as they were thought to be worthless.
Ritzville today is one of the greatest wheat
shipping points in the world. In the two latter
sections land is now selling for from twenty
to thirty dollars per acre.

"At one time our own section of the Big
Bend was considered arid. N ow we prophesy
that Quincy, \Vinchester, Ephrata, Adrian,
Wilsoncreek, and in fact all the points along
the railroad wiII yet be great shipping marts
for wheat. All this is going to make Douglas
a wealthy county. In a few years we believe
that the territorv now embraced in Doucrlas. ~

county will be sustaining a population one hun
d d .re lImes greater than at present. Water is
now being found in great quantities at a depth

of from 200 to 300 feet. There are now about
a dozen good wells adjacent to Quincy and it
is believed that artesian water will be found
there. All through that section we found the
settlers hopeful that Uncle Sam will carrv out

•
the proposed irrigation scheme and put that
country under water. Should that be done
this will be one of the most productive sections
of the west. \Vhere the stock men of a few
years ago ruled supreme will be the fields of
alfalfa and fruit-a few acres being sufficient
for a living."

Frank M. Dallam, writing for the Big
Bend Empire under date November 30, 1893,
had this to say of southern Douglas county,
which at that time was regarded by all as a
sandy desert, worthless as farming land or for
any other purposes:

"The southern portion is flat and sandy,
covered with sage brush and at present little
better than a desert. Yet this sandy land that
in its present condition is so uninviting will at
some future day be dotted with valuable farms
and orchards, providing homes for hundreds of
people and adding very materially to the wealth
of the state. It has been fulIy demonstrated
in isolated spots, where water for irrigation
could be secured, that the soil is prodigally pro
ductive, and fruits and vegetables raised that
cannot be surpassed in size and flavor any
where. It is a thousand or more feet lower
than the northern division of the county. the
climate is much more temperate and the sum
mer longer. It is especially adapted to the
growth of both large and small fruits. All that
is needed is water and some day the requisite
capital will be forthcoming to sink artesian
wells and secure water to reclaim this Sahara."



CHAPTER V.

POLITICAL.

The genesis of things is usually the most
interesting in matters pertaining to history.
So with the political history of Douglas county,
the names of those pioneers who first served
the county in official capacities will be perused
wi th greater interest than will those of later
administrations. By provisions of the bill
creating the county Messrs. H. A. Meyers, ].
YV. Adams and P. M. Corbaley were named
as county commissioners, and authority was
im'ested in them to appoint all other county
officers who should serve until their successors
were elected and qualified.

Accordingly on the 29th day of February,
1884, the original county commissioners met
and perfected the county organization. The
officers named by them at this time to serve as
the first officials were:

H. L. Burgoyne, auditor; Peter Bracken,
treasurer: A. Pierpont, sheriff; VIalter Mann,
probate judge; Hector Patterson, assessor;
Arthur Holliday, county attorney; Lester Pop
ple, sheep commissioner; D. Urquhart, justice
of the peace, eastern precinct; D. J. Titchenal,
justice of the peace, western precinct.

Several changes were made in the personnel
of the officers who served during the year J 884.
Commissioner Meyers removed from the
county. At a meeting of the board September
6, Da,-id Soper was appointed to supply the va
cancy. Mr. Pierpont failed to qualify for
sheriff. September 8th Thomas ] ordon was
appoiuted to that office and became the first
executive officer of the county of Douglas. H.
L. Burgoyne also failed to qualify as auditor

and B. L. Martin, who had been appointed
clerk pro tern was selected to fill this vacancy.
Evidently county officers were not in so great
demand during 1884 as they have been many
times since. The proverbial case of the "of
fice. seeking the man" was of frequent occur
rence. Then Peter Bracken resigned the office
of treasurer and his position was filled by the
appointment of Captain H. A. J\liles. Septem
ber 8th Miss Eva Brown was appointed su
perintendent of the county schools.

The initial election in Douglas county lIas
held in November, 1884. In its then sparsely
settled condition the county did not require
elaborate preparations for an election. At a
special meeting of the commissioners, held
September 6th, the county was divided into six
election precincts. Following is a list of them,
the location of the polling places, together with

the officers of election:
No. I.-Grand Coulee precinct; polling

place at Lincoln postoffice; P. J. Young and
Mr. Hall, judges; Frank H. Bos\\'orth, inspec

tor.
No. 2.-Crab Creek precinct; polling place

at the Hill ranch; Donald Urquhart and George
Popple, judges; George Bowker, inspectOr..

No. 3.-Moses Coulee precinct; polh~g

place at Charles Wilcox's house: Charles WII·
. G ge W.cox and H. A. Rowell, Judges; ear

. \\Tard, inspector.
No. 4.-0kanogan precinct; polling place,

Martin & Benson's store; ]. E. Coyle and B.
L. Martin, judges; Mrs, Ella Barnhart, JO

spector.
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"0 - .-Badger City, precinct; poll-..\. J

ing place, Crouche's. store; Hector Patterson

d' '1 ur WIXson, Judges; F. M. Alexander,an,,·"·
inspector.

~o. 6.-Bracken precinct; polling place,
Kimball's store; Peter Bracken and D. J. Tit
chenal, judges; Caleb Cooper, inspector.

It is, indeed, unfortunate that the returns
for this pioneer election have not been preserved.
HOIl'erer, we are enabled to give the names of
those ,rho succeeded in securing election to the
several offices, and who assumed their positions
at the beginning of the year 1885 :

County Commissioners-R. Miles, chair
man. Charles Wilcox and F. H. Bosworth.

Auditor-B. L. Martin.
Treasurer-H. A. Miles elected, but failed

to qualify. S. A. Coyle \I-as appointed March
31. 1885. Coyle resigned and Stuart Barn
hart Iras appointed August 1I, 1885.

Sheriff-Thomas Jordan, who died. His
place was filled by the appointment of S. C.
Robins on May 3, 1886.

Probate Judge "Valter Mann, who re
signed and J. M. Snow was appointed.

Assessor-John E. \Vinn. He resigned
and Oscar Redfield was appointed, March 30,
1885,

School Superintendent-Eva Brown.
Surveyor-O. Ruud.
:\t the following election, in 1886, the fo!

JOlring officials secured certificates of election
and qualified for office: Auditor. R. L. Steiner;
Treasurer, Charles H. Balton; Sheriff, S. C.
Robins; Assessor Oscar Redfield' Probate, ,
Judge. Joseph M. Snow; Surveyor, O. Ruud;
Coroner, Dr. J. B. Smith; School Superin
tendent, C. C. Ladd; County Commissioners,
J, \\" Stephens, P. J. Young and H. N. Wil
cox,

Prel'ious to the election of 1888 party lines.
had been rather loosely drawn. At the two
prec d'e lIlg elections there had not been a great
demand for county offices, and most of those
who serr'ed in an offcial capacity did so more

from a sense of duty than from any glowing
expectation of personal profit. However,
Douglas county was being rapidly settled amI
at the election of 1888 we find that nearly 500
votes were cast. Party lines were drawn and
both the republican and democratic elements
held conventions and nominated candidates for
all the offices. We ,give at some length the
proceedings of these conventions and the
names of those who participated in both:

The Republican county convention assem
bled at Bradley's hall, in Waterville, Saturday,
September I, 1888, to place in nomination can
didates for county offices. The convention was
called to order by Caleb Cooper. Captain H.
A. Miles Ivas the unanimous choice for chair
man, and C. C. Ladd, of Grand Coulee, was
named as secretary. The delegates who par
ticipated in this convention from the different
prec1l1cts were:

:Midland-John Fletcher, Sim A. Barnes,
John A. Leach and Will Tenney.

Chester-D. F. Riggs, William Jamison, 1.
P. Hopkins, by D. F. Riggs, proxy.

Okanogan-F. C. Zuehlke, Levi Tibbetts,
Charles P. Peach, David McClellan, D. J.
Crisp and W. E. Carlton.

Grand Coulee-C. C. Ladd, J. J. Thomas,
John R. Lewis, George R. Roberts, J. H. Hud
son, J. J. Jump, the four last named being
represented by their proxy, C. C. Ladd.

Foster Creek-William McLean.
Moses Coulee H. C. Godlove, L. C.

Gaudy.
Mountain-Captain H. A. Miles, T. Sny

der, T. N. Ogle.
Waterville-J. B. Smith, A. T. Greene, S.

Bremshaltz, R. Corbaley, R. J. Waters and J.
D. Maltbie.

A full county ticket was nominated and
Captain H. A. Miles and L. E. Kellogg were
elected as delegates to the Territorial Conven
tion which was held at Ellensburg.

On September 22d, following, the demo
cratic county convention was held at the same
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hall at the same place. The convention was
called to order by J. W. Stephens, chairman of
the democratic county committee. E. A. Cor
nell was selected chairman of the convention.
The following delegates participated:

Columbia~G. C. 'vVilson, two votes.
Foster Creek~A. A. Pierpont, James Pier

son and Daniel Leahy. '
Grand Coulee~J. H. Smith, E. F. Schrock,-

A. E. House, by J. H. Smith, proxy, John
Flaraty and John Jelonce by E. F. Schrock,
proxy, J. W. Scully, and James Schrock, by
J. W. Scully, proxy.

Crab Creek~Frank Pierpont, two votes.
Moses Coulee~E. Owen, two votes.
Chester~J. P. Moore, two votes.
Okanogan~J ames Cloninger, Charles :!\1c-

Cullough, O. O. Wright, J. E. Hoppe, J. Bun
ger, G. W. De Waldo

Mountain~D. H. Ford, \V. C. \Vhenery,
F. Fitzgerald, J. Wooks, J. B. Ballard.

\\'aterville~E. D. Nash, R. P. Webb,
James Melvin, W. M. Grames, D. H. Derifield,
E. A. Cornell, George Dick.

Midland~J. M. Simson, J. C. McFarland,
C. G. Stone.

Nominees for a full county ticket ,vere
named at this convention. For the first time
in its history Douglas county was represented
on the Territorial ticket in 1888, Mr. Joseph
M. Snow being nominated on the republican
ticket for joint councilman for the Fifth Dis
trict. He was elected. The election of 1888
was very close. Nearly 500 votes were cast,
and a majority of the republicans were elected
to county offices. Following is the official
vote:

For Congress~Char1esS. Voorhees, dem
ocrat, 198; John B. Allen, republican, 262:
R. S. Green, 2.

For Brigadier General~A. P. Curry. re-'
publican, 236; J. J. Hunt, democrat, 214; Ross
G. O'Brien, 12.

For Prosecuting Attorney~N. T. Caton.

democrat, 231; \Vallace Mount, republican'
228; P. K. Spencer,!.'

For Joint Councilman~ForDouglas L'
coin, Kittitas, Yakima, Adams and Fra~l:~:
Clay U. Fruit, democrat, 182; Joseph 11'
Snow, republican, 266. .

For Joint Representative-For Lincoln
Franklin,Adams and Douglas :Frank Quinlan:
democrat, 2°7; P. K. Spencer, republican, 253

For Auditor-R. S. Steiner, democrat,
3°4; Charles P. Peach, republican, 154.

For Sheriff-Nat James, democrat, 206;
A. C. Gillispie, republican, 254.

For Treasurer-D. H. Ford, democrat,
210; Charles H. Bolton, republican, 244.

For Probate Judge-R. W. Starr, demo
crat, 220; L. C. Gandy, republican, 237.

For County Commissioners-J. W. Steph.
ens, 243, W. P. Thompson, 193, O. O. Wright,
166, democrats; John Banneck, 242, John R.
Lewis, 240, H. C. GodIO\-e, 291, republicans.

For School Superintendent-A. E. House,
democrat, 2°5; C. C. Ladd, republican, 241.

For Assessor-John E. Hoppe, democrat,
248; William Jamison, republican, 205.

For Surveyor-J. H. Ballard, democrat,
231 ; O. Ruud, republican, 226.

For Coroner-G. 'vV. Philbrick, democrat,
149; J. H. H usey, republican, 300.

For Sheep Commissioner~A.A. Pierpont,
democrat, 243; Frank Rusho, republican, 212.

The first state election in Washington was
held October 1, 1889, to elect state officers,
congressmen, to vote on constitution, to vote
on location of state capital, to select senators
and superior judge, and to elect county clerks
of court, which office was provided for by the
new constitution. Douglas county cast 619
votes an increase of over 100 in a year, as fol-, ,

lows:
\\"1 repub-, For Congressman-John L. .. I son,

lican, 357; Griffiths, democrat, 262. .
For Governor-E. P. Ferry. republIcan,

353; Eugene Semple, democrat, 265.
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For Joint Senator-J. M. Snow, republi

can, 336; R. W. Starr, democrat, 269.
For Representative A. E. McDonald, re

publican, 235; E. D. Nash, de~ocrat, 263;

Day, II4·
For Superior Judge-\Vallace Mount, re-

publican, 337; N. T. Caton, democrat, 282.
For Clerk of Court-E. W. Porter, repub

lican, 335; John W. Hartline, democrat, 278.
For Constitution-449; against constitu-

tion, I13·
For Woman Suffrage-197; against, 361 .
For Prohibition-251 ; against, 299·
For location state capital-Olympia, 33;

Ellensburg, 296; North Yakima, 213; Water

ville, 54.
Nash for representative was the only o/mo

crat on the ticket who carried the county at this
election. The Douglas county republican con
vention was held at Waterville, September 20,
1890. S. W. Barnes, of Midland precinct was
made chairman and E. M. Bogart, of Chester
precinct, secretary. Aside from the nomina
tion of a full county ticket Matt W. Miles, H.
C. Sessions, James Odgers, Charles Brown
and Frank Corbaley were named as delegates
to' the state convention. The new COlJnty cen
tral committee comprised L. E. Kellogg, C. C.
Ladd and H. C. Godlove.

Saturday, September 27th, the democratic
county convention a~sembled at VIraterville.
G. C. Wilson, of Columbia precinct was chosen
temporary chairman and W. W. 1\'litchell, of
Mountain precinct, temporary secretary. R.
E. Mason was chosen permanent chairman,
and R. W. Starr, Dan Paul and Tony Rich
ardson were selected as a county central com
mittee. The convention was harmonious, many
of the candidates named being chosen without
opposition. At the following election of 1890
Douglas county cast over 700 votes. Officers
elected were divided between the two parties,
so far as the county ticket was concerned. The
result :

For Congressman-Robert Abernathy, pro
39 ,

hibitionist, 23; Thomas Carroll, democrat,
239; John L. Wilson, republican, 298.

For Representative-William H. Ander
son, democrat, 337; P. E. Berry, republican,
380.

For Sheriff-Frank Day, democrat, 445;
A. C. Gillispie, republican, 28r.

For County Clerk-Q. \V. Earnest, demo
crat, 338; G. \V. Hendricks, repubhcan, 350.

For Auditor-C. C. Ladd, republican, 35 1 ;
E. C. Young, democrat, 373.

For Treasurer-J. \V. Cunningham, re
publican, 356; \Valter Mann, democrat, 372.

F or County Attorney-J. S. Andrews,
democrat, 389 ; D. C. De Golia, republican, 322.

For Assessor-Louis Brandt, democrat,
296 ; Oscar Redfield, republican, 43 r.

For School Superintendent-E. M. Bogart,
republican, 325; .c\. C. Porter, democrat. 399.

For CO\lnty Surveyor-J. B. Ballard, dem
ocrat, 317; Ole Ruud, republican, 397.

For Coroner-J. M. F. Cooper, democrat,
301 ; Colin Gilchrist, republican, 410.

For County Commissioners S. C. Rob
ins, democrat, 38o; R. J. \Vaters, republican,
3 17; John R. Lewis, republican, 389; George
C. \Vilson, democrat, 312; Thomas McMana
man, republican, 353; Henry Mitchell. demo
crat, 335.

F or location state capital-Ellensburg,
299; North Yakima, II8; Olympia, 223.

At the general election of 1892 Douglas
county polled o\'er one thousand votes. This
election \,as the closest of any that had then
been held in the county. There \I'ere four tick
ets in the field: republican. democratic, people's
party and prohibition. The county was car
ried by the republican presidential electors and
the republican candidate for representative by
narrow pluralities. The people's party candi
date for governor carried the county and the
candidates for other state officers were divided
between the republicans and the people's party.
On the county ticket the republ icans elected 1\,0

commissioners, joint senator, superior court
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-
judge, surveyor, coroner. The people's party
elected their candidates for representati\-e,
sheriff, auditor, treasurer, assessor, school su
perintendent, prosecuting attorney and one
commissioner. The democrats elected' their
candidate for clerk. The official vote:

For President-Republican electors, 347;
democratic, 253; people's party, 299; prohibi
tion, 19.

For Congressmen-John L. 'Wilson, repub
lican, 376; William H. Doolittle, repulican,
357: James A. Munday, democrat, 259;
Thomas Carroll. democrat. 263; M. F. Knox,
people's party. 351: J. C. Van Patten, people's
party, 352: C. E. Newberrv, prohibitionist. 19;
A. C. Dickinson, prohibitionist, 19.

For Governor-John H. McGra\v, republi
can, 353; Henry J. Snively, democrat, 263; C.
W. Young, people's party, 383; Roger S.
Greene, prohibitionist, 24.

For Joint Senator--Charles 1. Helm, re
publican, 353; \V. H. Peterson, democrat, 275 ;
John T. Greenwood, people's party, 352; D. H.
Haight, prohibitionist, 12.

For Superior Judge-\-Vallace Mount, re
publican, 434; K. T. Caton, democrat, 230;
Jackson Brock, people's party, 309.

For Representative H. C. Godlove, repub
lican, 45 I ; ']ohn B. Smith, people's party, 478;
D. D. UIt, prohibitionist, 14·

For Sheriff-George R. Roberts, republi
can, 363; Francis \V. McCann, democrat, 289;
James B. Valentine, people's party, 375; D. W.
Godfrey, prohibition, IS.

For Auditor-Charles F. Will, republican,
379; Edway C. Young, people's party, 524;
Arthur S. Hardenbrook, prohibitionist, 16.

For treasurer-Howard Honner, republi
can, 422; \Valter Mann, people's party, 534;
Isaac M. Cravens. prohibition, 16.

For Clerk-H. J. Piersol, republican, 254;
Orin \V. Ernst, democrat. 447;]ames A. Gard,
people's party, 31 I; William Pawson, prohi
bition, I I.

For Assessor-William F. Haynes, repub-

lican, 370; Al~ert \V. DeBolt, democrat, 296;
Charles E. MItchell, people's party, 376; D.
W. Sanderson, prohibition, 18.

For Sch;JOI Superintendent-O. D. Porter,
repubhcan, 344; Mary A. Pryor, democrat,
312; Edgar M. Bogart, peoples party, 367,

For prosecuting attorney-E. K. Pender
gast, republican, 465; George Bradley, people's
party, 470.

For Surveyor-Perry T. Sargeant. repub
lican, 379 ; James B. Ballard, democrat, 248;
John Zimmerman, people's party, 368; W. W.
Reid, prohibition, 13.

F or Coroner-Colin Gilchrist, republican,
41I; John M. F. Cooper, democrat, 245; Eli
Hollingshead, people's party, 354.

For Commissioner, First District-C. E.
Boynton, republican, 381; Levi Rickard, demo
crat, 263; Benjamin M. Chapman, people's
party, 350; W. C. Piper, prohibition, 17-

For Commissioner, Second District
Charles M. Sprague, republican, 393; Daniel
Twining, democrat, 222; Isaac Deeter, peo
ple's party, 352; John Rink, prohibition, 18.

For Commissioner, Third District-Henry
Mitchell, democrat, 37 I; Joseph E. Eike1ber
ner, people's party, 375; Henry S. Hedges,
prohibition, 23.

For bonding county-2I I; against, 499·
The populist party county convention was

held at the St. Andrews school house July 17.
1894. The element \"as out in force and there
was considerable enthusiasm. A complete
county ticket was placed in the field. The con
vention was called to order by Judge Morgan.
G. \V. Schaeffer was chosen chainnan and C.
C. Ladd, secretary.

September 8th, of the same year, the Doug
las county republicans assembled in conventIOn
at Coulee City. They placed in the field a full
ticket. 1. \-V. Matthews, chairman of the
county central committee called them to order.
M. B. Malloy and Oscar Redfield served as

. I Forty-chairman and secretary respectlve.y. .
seven delegates participated in this convention,
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B. Malloy, re
people's party,

which was entirely harmonious, nearly all
the candidates being chosen without opposi-

tIOn.
The democrats assembled on the 22d at

Waterville. William Anderson presided as
chairman and Dr. Cooper served as secretary.
There were only ten or twelve delegates in at
tendance. With the exception of the offices
of county attorney and surveyor a full county
ticket was placed in the field.

The election of 1894 was bitterly contested.
Personalities were indulged in to a considerable
e),.ient, and the result left many sore spots.
Around the office of sheriff centered the prin
cipal fight. Eleven hundred and fifty-three
votes were cast. The republicans elected all
the county officers with the exception of sheriff
and assessor which were captured by the peo
ple's party candidates, and one commissioner
elected by the democrats. Follo,ving is the of
ficial vote:

For Congressmen-So C. Hyde, republican,
396;W. H. Doolittle, republican, 391; K. T.
Caton, democrat, 129; B. F. Heuston, demo
crat, 124; J. c. Van Patten, people's party,
382; W. P. C. Adams, people's party, 397.

For Representative-M. YV. Miles, repub
lican, 41 I; Dan Paul, democrat, 320; Thomas
)J. Ogle, people's party, 391.

For Sheriff-John R. Le,vis, republican,
327; F. Sigel Steiner, democrat, 289; James
B. Valentine, people's party, 492.

For Auditor-Frank M. Dallam, republi
can, 399; Orin W. Ernst, democrat, 387;
George S. Lord, people's party, 303.

For Treasurer-James H, Hill, republican,
477; John Urquhart, democrat, 188; R. S,
Saltmarsh, people's party, 404.

For Clerk-F. F: I!lsley, republican, 440;
Tolaver T. Richardson democrat 271' FrankR '. '~l

. SIlverthorn, people's party, 371.
For Assessor-William Domrese, republi

can, 388; James P. Schrock democrat 164'
Ch " ,

aries E. Mitchell, people's party, 525.
For School Superintendent-J. W, Wol-

verton, republican, 499; Lucy A, Andrews,
democrat, 108; Edgar M. Bogart, people's
party, 468.

For County Attorney-M.
publican, 510; W, J. Canton,
478.

For Coroner-E. L. Sessions, republican,
483; A. J. Andrews, democrat, 147; B, L.
Brigham, people's party, 381.

For Sun·eyor-P. T. Sargeant, republican,
499; Ole Ruud. people's party, 497.

For Commissioner, Second District-YVil
liam F. Haynes, republican, 152; Thomas East,
democrat, 56; Joseph W. Mitchell, people's
party, 105.

For Commissioner, Third District-M. R.
Kern, republican, 66; Edward Owens, demo
crat, 144; .c\.dam P. Kiser, people's party, 116.

The republican county convention of 1896,
the "Sih-er Year," "'as held at \\Taterville, Au
gust 20th. .c\.. E. 2'.lcDonald was chairman
and J. G. Tuttle, secretary. Forty-one dele
gates "'ere in attendance. ~early all the can
didates ,nre chosen unanimously. 1. \\T. Mat
thews and ::--1. B. ]\·lalloy ,vere selected chair
man and secretary of the new county central
committee.

For this election the people's party nomi
nated candidates for county offices by the pri
marl' election method. These Yotes were can-

J

yassed bv the countv's central committee com·
• •

posed of one member from each precinct at
Waten'ille, Saturday, September 12th. G. W.. ,
Shaffer ,,-as selected chairman and L. J. Silver-
thorn, secretary, of the county central com
mittee. By a complete fusion between the
democrats and populists they elected every can
didate on their ticket by overwhelming majori
ties, a marked contrast to the election of two
years previous which was exceedingly close.
The total vote of the 1896 election in Douglas
county ,vas 1106. The result:

For Presidential Electors Republicans,

334: democrats, I I; people's party, 722; pro
hibition, 10; national, O.
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For Congressman-So C. Hyde, republican,
374; W. H. Doolittle, republican, 336; James
Hamilton Lewis, people's party, 712.

For Governor-P. C. Sullivan, republican,
346; John R. Rogers, people's party, 715.

For Superior Judge-\Vallace Mount, re
publican, 334; C. H. Neal, people's party, 715.

For State Senator-Hollis L. Stowell, re
publican, 299; Dan Paul, people's party, 76r.

For Representative M. \V. Miles, repub
lican, 342; J. B. Smith, people's party, 714.

For Sheriff-Charles Brenesholz, republi
can, 399; Thomas Snyder, people's party, 655.

For Auditor-Frank M. Dallman, repub
lican, 389; Walter Mann people's party, 670.

For Treasurer-James H. Hill, republican,
467; L. J. Silverthorn, people's party, 600.

For Clerk-F. F. IIIsley, republican, 388;
Thomas East, people's party. 659.

For Assessor-George R. Roberts, repub
lican, 399; N. C. Larsen. people's party, 665.

For School Superintendent-J. \Y. Wol
verton, republican, 437; G. S. Floyd, people's
party, 623.

For County Attorney-M. B. Malloy, re
pUblican, 385; E. K. Pendergast, people's party,
671.

For Coroner-E. Hollingshead, republican,
395; Henry Lienrance, people's party, 659.

For Surveyor-I. W, Matthews, republi
can, 382; Ole Ruud, people's party, 68r.

For Commissioner, First District-L. 'YV.
McLean, republican, 359; H. N. \Vilcox, peo
ple's party, 70r.

For Commissioner, Third District
\Y. J. Slack, republican, 355; D. \Y. l\far

tin, people's party, 695.
For the campaign of 1898 the democrats

and populists again formed a combination on
county ocers, each party selecting a portion
of the various candidates. The conventions
of the two parties were held at \Vaterville on
the same day, June 26th. Of the democratic
convention \Villiam Anderson was chairman
and L. C. Knemeyer secretary. R. S. Salt-

marsh, of Almira, and Edward Johnson, of
\Vaterville, were chairman and secretary of
the populist convention. Each convention' was
well represented by delegates from all districts
in the county. Conference committees were
appointed which endeavored to divide the
county offices equally and satisfactorilY be-

•
tween the two wings of the fusionists. There
was considerable difficulty in doing this, and
there de\'eloped a certain degree of friction.
The following morning, ho\Ye\'er, an agree
ment was reached \\. hereby the democrats were
to name the candidates for auditor, clerk, prose
cuting attorney and school superintendent, and
the populists the balance of the county and
legislath-e ticket. The populists named their
candidates by the primary election method Sat
urday, September 24th,

September 10th the republican convention
assembled at \Vaterville. H. C. Keeler was
chairman and E. \V. Porter, 'secretary. There
was a large attendance and plenty of harmony_
A full ticket \\'as placed in the field and A.. L.
Maltbie was elected chairman of the county
central committee with M. B. Malloy as secre
tary,

As in the election t\\'o vears previous that
•

of 1898 resulted in an almost complete victory
for the fusion forces, the republicans electing
only one of the county commissioners. Fol

lowing is the official vote:
For Congressmen-Francis W. Cushman,

republican, 358; \\'esley L. Jones, republican,
351; James H. Lewis, fusionist, 479; Wilham

•
C. Jones,' fusionist, 458.

For Rtpresentative \V. F. Haynes, repub
- . t 66lican, 385; E. K. Pendergast, fusloms , 4 ..

For Sheriff-A. L. Maltbie, republ:can,

400; C. V. Ogle, fusionist, 453· . .
For Clerk-E. B. Porter, republican, 371

,

Thomas East, fusionist, 463. .
For Auditor-H. \Villiams, repubhcan,

288; W. H. Anderson, fusionist, 483. .
G 11 . _epubhcan,

For Treasurer-H. C. oc 0\ e, '
384; L. J. Silverthorn, fusionist, 461.
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For County Attorney-P. E. Berry, repub

lican. 394; R. W. Starr, fusionist, 452.
For Assessor-A. N. Thompson, republi

can. 404; N. C. Larson, fusionist, 477·
For School Superintendent-E. F. Elliott,

republican, 370; Sevilla Steiner, fusionist, 477·
For Surveyor-A. L. Rogers, republican,

311 ; Ole Ruud. fusionist, 455·
For Coroner-Bi Hollingshead, republi

can. 401; Henry Lienrance, fusionist, 431.
For Commissioner, First District-a. A.

Ruud, republican, 429; Louis Brandt, fusion

ist, 416.
For Commissioner, Second District-vV.

H. Johnson, republican, 365; William Scully,

fusionist, 458.
The republican convention preceding the

campaign of 1900 was held at \~,aterville Sat
urday, August 4th. 1. \V. Matthews was
chosen chairman and E. B. Porter secretary.
Kearly all the nominations for a full ticket
were made by acclamation. L. E. Kellogg was
elected chairman of the county central commit
tee and M. B. Malloy, secretary. Again there
was a close fusion between the democrats and
populists. They held their conventions at
Waten·ille Monday, Septen1ber roth. Each
party \\as permitted to. name six of the twelve
candidates on the county and legislative tickets,
the combination to sail under the name, "dem
ocratic." The populists selected candidates for
representative, trea·surer, clerk, assessor. county

•
attorney and one commissioner. The demo-
crats named candidates for sheriff. auditor,
school superintendent, surveyor and one com
missioner.

There were cast at the I goo election I 167
:,otes. The fusion forces carried every office
111 Douglas county with the exception of asses
sor. Following is the official vote:

For President-Republican electors, 508 ;
~mOCratic, 60<}; prohibition. 20; socialist la

r. I: social democratic f?F ' _.
or Congressmen_W. L.. Jones republi-

can 6. '
. 49 , F. W. Cushman, republican, 5°2 ;

F. C. Robertson, democrat, 6°9; J. T. Ronald,
democrat, 603.

For Governor-J. M. Frink, republican,
444; John R. Rogers, democratic, 673.

For Joint Senator-J. P. Sharp, republican,
5°7; Samuel T. Packwood, democratic, 6 I 8.

For Representative--vV. F. Haynes, repub
lican, 536; J. F. Badger, democrat, 586.

For Judge Superior Court-H. A. P. Mey
ers, republican, 458; C. H. Neal, democrat,
680.

For Sheriff-John D. Logan. republican,
493; A. \\'. De Bolt. democratic, 641.

For C1erk-J. \V. \Volverton, republiCan,
558; F. W. McCann, democratic, 577.

For Auditor-Oscar F. Dickson, republi
can, 445; W. H. A.nderson, democratic, 689.

For Treasurer-T. H. McCormick, repub
lican. 5°7; E. M. Bogart, democrat, 628.

For Prosecuting Attorney-E. K. Pender
gast, democrat. 672.

For Assessor-c. F. Will, republican, 616;
George M. Stapish, der'nocrat, 524.

•

For Superintendent of Schools-Charles
\V. vVeedin. republican. 451; Sevilla Steiner,
democrat, 685.

For Surveyor-John Zimmerman, demo
crat, 70r.

For Coroner-E. Hollingshead, republican,
5 I 6; Adam Thompson, democrat, 598.

For County Commissioner, Second District
-Jacob Steinbach, republican, 491; L. A. Mc
Naught, democrat, 626.

For County Commissioner, Third District
-1. N. Simmons. republican, 542; Thomas

Snyder, democrat, 578.
In 19°2 the republ icans of Douglas county

assembled in convention at \Vaterville Satur
day, July 19th. T. H. McCormick, of Bridge
por.t. was chairman and Joseph G. Tuttle, of
\Vaterville, secretary, There were a number
of candidates for most of the offices. A. L.
Rogers \\'as chosen chairman and L. E. Kel
logg, secretary, of the county central commit
tee. There was developed considerable interest
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in the proposed plank relating to a railway com-

• •mISSion.
Fusion between the democarts and populists

was again accomplished for the impending
campaign of 1902. The two conventions as
sembled at \\Taten'ille Saturday, August 9th.
J. B. Johnson presided over the democratic con
vention and Edward Johnson was chairman
of the populist assembly. The populists named
candidates for representative, assessor, clerk,
commissioner first district, treasurer and sur
veyor. The democrats selected candidates for
aUditor, school superintendent, coroner, sheriff,
prosecuting attorney and commissioner for the
third district.

The election of 1902 in Douglas county
resulted in a surprise. It was a complete re
versal of the administrative affairs of the
county. \Vhereas, in 1900 every candidate
but one on the fusion ticket was elected, the
result in 1902 shows that every republican
candidate was elected. The best the republi
cans had hoped for was to carry some of the
offices, but that all were to be elected exceeded
the hopes of the most sanguine. The contest;
however, was spirited and gingery throughout.
The Big Bend Empire (republican) speaking
of the election said: "The result of the elec
tion in the county last week no doubt was
somewhat of a surprise to every one. Nearly
all thought that it might be possible for the
republicans to elect two or three of the county
officers, but they did not expect a clean sweep."

Over 1400 votes were cast with the follow
ing result:

For Congress-F. W. Cushman, republi
can, 778; W. L. Jones, republican, 775; W. H.
Humphry, republican, 754; G. F. Cotterill,
democrat, 605; O. R. Holcomb, democrat, 603;
F. B. Cole, democrat, 609.

For Joint Senator-George J. Hurley, re
publican, 746; J. M. F. Cooper, democrat, 669.

For Representative \\T. F. Haynes. repub
lican, 774; J. F. Badger, democrat, 640.

For Sheriff-A. A. Lytle, republican, 751 ;

A. W. De Bolt, democrat, 679.
For Clerk-A. N. Maltbie, republican, 745;

F. \\T. McCann, democrat, 664.
For Auditor-L. E. Kellogg, republican,

802; Ross Lord, democrat, 605.
For Treasurer-E. C. Davis, republican,

7°9; E. M. Bogart, democrat, 699.
For Prosecuting AttorQey-E. T. Trimble.

republican, 818; W. A. Reneau, democrat,

585.
For Assessor-c. F. Will, republican, 818;

J. E. Eikelberner, democrat, 594·
For School Superintendent-Eva Hagen,

republican, 818; \\T. B. Dutcher, democrat,

587.
For Surveyor-Ole Ruud, 724.
For Coroner-J. Frank Harris, republican,

730; P. J. Friesinger, democrat, 67I.
For Commissioner, First District-L. Mc

Lean, republican, iS7; H. N. Wilcox, demo
crat, 622.

For Commissioner, Third District-J. L.
Stuart, republican, 736; John Doneen, dem<r
crat, 666.

•



CHAPTER VI.

EDUCATIONAL.

The first school district organized in Doug
las county was on May 4, 1885, by E. E.
Brown, superintendent of public instruction.
It was District NO.1, and was in the Califor
nia settlement, north of where is now located
Hartline, and consisted of all of township 27,
except sections 6, 7, 18, 19, 30 and 3 I . August
4, 1886, the boundaries were changed as fol

lows:
Beginning at the northeast corner of Doug

las county, running west on county line to
range 29, thence south on range line to town
ship 27, thence east one mile to county line,
thence north to place of beginning. Of this
district, A. Davis was clerk, David \Vilson and
John O'Neil directors.

District No.2 was created also on May 4,
1885, Frank Day. clerk, A. Rusho, 1. P.
Schock and J. H. Smith, directors. The first
school building erected in the county was put
up in district No.2, in 1885, and the first school
taught in the county was conducted there. The
term began September 5, 1885, an d closed Jan
uary I, 1886. The whole number of scholars
was fifteen boys and ten girls, with an average
attendance of 18. C. C. Ladd.

The first public school taught west of the
coulees and the second in the county opened
December 7, 1885, and closed February 26,
1886. R. S. Steiner, still a resident of \Vater
VIlle, was the teacher. Following are the
names of the pupils who attended this school:
Albert Bonwell, Bertha Bonwell, Francis Bon
well, James Bonwell. Willie Gorman, Albert
MIles, Fred Miles, George Miles, Lulu Miles,

Stella ?vIiles. Edward Owens,' John Owens,
James O\vens. Robert O\vens, Rachael Owens,
Clara Kommer, Ida Kommer and Karl Kom
mer.

The third district was created August 4,
1886, on the north side of Badger Mountain.
The clerk was R. Miles and Robert Bonwell,
Ole Ruml and D. \V. Martin were directors.
May 3, 1886, the fourth district was created
with J. O. \Vallace. clerk, James Simons, Da
vid Soper and Amel Johnson, directors.

NO.5, the \Vaterville district, was created
May 4, 1886. F. M. Alexander was clerk, 'YV.
M. Wixson, H. N. Wilcox and J. c. Brown
field, were the directors. November 29, 1888,
the Big Bend Empire said:

"Next Monday, December 2, 1888, the
boys and girls of Waterville will take their
books and slates and, assisted bv Miss Hattie

•

Fuller, (afterward l\Irs. L. E. Kellogg), as
teacher, \vill organize the first public school of
\Vaterville."

This was the pioneer school of \Vaterville
and there were twenty-three pupils enrolled the
first day. The attendance was increased in one

•

month to forty pupils and many were turned
away on account of lack of accommodations.

The first Douglas County Teachers' InstI
tute was held at \Vaterville on Monday, Tues
day and \Veclnesday, November 11, 12 and 13,
1889, uncler the direction of County Superin
tendent C. C. Ladd. This initial institute of
DOliglas county teachers was in every way a
success and one that will be remembered bv all

•

who participated in the same. The teachers
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-
present "'ere: E. M. Bogart, C. E. Bateman,
Mrs. S. Bateman. Eva E. Brown, Cora Brown,
J J. Brownfield, R. H. Brownfield, J V. Crisp,
O. W. Ernst Mrs. Clara Fitch. George L, .
Fitch, Georgiana Day, H. G. W. Hendricks,
Eva HO\dand, Mrs. L .E. Kellogg, Will Le
man. Fannie Minton. Mrs. Julia Morris, Mrs.
A. Rogers, A. C. Porter, O. D. Porter, P. E.
Berry, Phoebe Titchenal, Clara \Vright, Kate
Will iams.

In the fall of 1889 Waterville began the
erection of a $3,000 school house, quite an in
stitution for the town at that time. James H.
Kincaid was the moving spirit in this enter
prise. he contributing $500 in cash and a site
for the building. A special tax was voted by
the residents of the district to complete the
amount. At thi's period the school directors
were F. M. Scheble, A. L Rogers and P. G.
Van Alstine.

A report of the condition of the schools of
Douglas county was not made by any of the
county superintendents until 1890. From the
report of that year we learn that there were
966 children in the county between the ages 6f
five and twenty·one years. Of the~ 665 were
enrolled as students in the public schools and
the average attendance was 490. There were
28 districts in the county, but only II school
houses-one log building and ro frame struc
tures. The total value of all school property
was estimated by the school superintendent at
$8,3°2. Thirty-three teachers were employed
during the year. The average monthly salary
of male teachers was $43 and that of female
teachers, $38.5°.

From this humble beginning the schools of
Douglas county have made a wonderful ad
,'ancement and no county in the state can boast
of better schools than Douglas. From the sup
erintendent's report from 1903 we learned that
the towns containing more than one district
were \\'aterville, Coulee City, Bridgeport, \Vil
soncreek and Hartline. The number of chil-

dren of from 5 to 21 years of age were 3 0'3
' J .

Of these there were enrolled in public schools
2,448. The average daily attendance was I-. ,
493, There were no departments maintained
in the county during the year 1898. The whole
number of teachers employed during the year
were 133. The average monthly salary was,

males, $5°.21: females, $50.49. The number
of pupils taking the first year's course were
624; second, 315; fourth, 367; fifth, 505;
sixth, 193; seventh, 140; eighth, 124; ninth,
ro; tenth, 14; eleventh, 10; twelfth, 4. There
were 13 in attendance on private schools. The
number of school houses in the county were,
log, 3: frame, 59; brick, I, and the total seating

I capacity of these structures was 2,083. The
total value of this property was $58,467. The
number of districts in the county had increased
to 76. There was one graded school and one
high school at \\'aterville. The number of
temporary certificates issued during this year
were 48. Teachers having Territorial certi-

•
ficates were 2; normal department State l'ni-
versity, I; elementary certificates from normal
schools. I; first grade certificates, 7: second
grade So, and third grade, 20.

In preceding chapters it has been sholl'n
that at the time of the organization of Douglas
county early in 1884, the population was an)'
thing but dense. Many of these early settlers
were single men or men who had come to seek
a home in the new county, leaving their famil
ies behind until their homes should have been
prepared, On account of these conditions the
years 1883 and 1884 did not witness the estab
lishment of a single school in any portion of
Douglas county. By 1885. however, acti"e
preparations were made for the organization
of schools in two settlements, one east of
Grand Coulee and the other in the Badger

•

Mountain country. Vera Brown was supenn-
tendent of schools and May 4, 1885, she created

Districts No. 1 and 2.
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES
•

DOUGLAS COUNTY
•

GEORGE R. ROBERTS is now doing a
large business in grain and implements in Hart
line. He has the distinction of being the pio
neer merchant of the coulee country and since
the days of 1883. he has remained in this sec
tion and has by his integrity, worth and affable
treatment of all, won hosts of friends in all
parts of the country. Mr. Roberts is a man of
stirring qualities and has wrought here with
energy accomplishing very much in fostering
the settlement and upbuilding of Douglas coun
t\'.

•

George R. Roberts was born in \Vildrose,
Wisconsin, on September 25, 1859, the son of
Robert G. and Elizabeth (\Villiams) Roberts,
natives of Wales. The common schools of
Wisconsin furnished the educational training of
our subject. and he remained the first twenty
four years of his life in that section. For eight
years of that time he worked in the lumber
woods and became used to the arduous labors
there done. In 1883, Mr. Roberts came out
west and after due deliberations settled in the
Big Bend country. He immediately took up a
pre-emption just east from where Hartline now
stands and engaged in farming and stockrais
mg. This continued until 1888, when he
opened a store at McEntee Springs, handling
general merchandise. In 1889. he took as part
~r, Thomas Parry and the firm was known as

oberts & Parry. They did a large business
and conti:1l1ed until 1895, when they dissolved
partnership and our subject engaged in buying
gram at Hartline. In this he has continued
~lOce. hal'ing added implements later. He now
thoes a large business and is a prominent man of

IS town.

]\l1r. Roberts has four brothers and five
sisters; Robert. John, David, James, Mrs.
Elizabeth Parry, Sarah, Ellen, Marion, and
Mary. .

In 1888. Mr. Roberts married Miss Esther
Elias, a native of Ohio. She died the follow
ing year in Coulee City. On June 8, 1898, Mr.
Roberts married Miss Mary Elias. also a native
of Ohio. and the daughter of Daniel and Mar
garet (Morgan) Elias. natil'es of \Vales, who
now reside in Ohio. Mrs. Roberts was born
in 1873. They have one adopted child, Ethel.
three years of age. Mr. Roberts is a member of
the I. O. O. F .. the Maccabees, and the M. \\T.,
A., while he and his I"ife belong to the Method
ist church.

• ••

RCGO F. HARTMAK is one of the lead
ing and wealthy citizens of Hartline. In ad
dition to doing a good farming business on a
estate adjoining the town, Mr. Hartman con
ducts a large butchering establishment and buys
and sells stock. He began business with a very
limited capital and owing to his thrift and wis
dom has increased until he has DOW in the but
chering enterprise alone a large sum invested
and is doing- an extensive and thriving business.

Hugo F. Hartman was born in vVurtem
berg, Germany. on April 27, 1871, being the
son of Albert and Christina (Schuele) Hart
man. natives of Germany. He received thor
ough instruction in the common schools of
Stuttgart. He attended the high school there
and later after coming to Spokane was under
the instruction of Father Held. He came to
the United States in 1886 and was soon en-
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gaged with Drumheller and \Vilson. butchers
of Spokane. Thence he went to San Francisco.
and engaged in the same vocation for a year
there. \Ve find him next in Montana and then
at CrippJe Creek, where he did business for four
years. After this. Mr. Hartman returned to
Coeur d' Alene and in 1891 he was again in
Spokane. There he was with Dumke. Imme
diateJv subsequent to that. Mr. Hartman went

•
into business reJations for himself and opened
the Montana Meat Market. at Spokane, which
he conducted untiJ 1896, then removed to Hart
Jine where he has remained until the present
time. During three years of this time, Mr.
Hartman did business in Davenport, \Vash
ington. He has a fine farm adjoining Hartline
and a large band of cattle and horses. Mr.
Hartman has one brother. Julius. at Spokane.
and one sister, Ana. residing at his birthplace
in Germany.

At Spokane, in 1893, Mr. Hartman married
Miss Emma, daughter of August and Earnest
ine Delzer, natives of Germany. l\Irs. Hart
man was born in Forest Junction, Calumet
county. \Visconsin. on October 13, 1872. She
has fOUT sisters; Mrs. Frederick Cusse, Mrs.
Fred \\Tilson, both living in Spokane; Mrs.
Lizzie Muller, of \Vashington. \Visconsin; Mrs.
Minnie Eiler. of Depere, \Visconsin; and one
brother. \Villiam Delzer. of Forest Junction.
Vv'iscon';.n. To 1\1r. and Mrs. Hartman one
chiJd has been born. Oscar A .. in Spokane. on
July 13, 1894. Mr. Hartman is a member of
the I. O. O. Foo the W. \V., the Maccabees, and
and the M. W. A.

• ••

PERRY T. S;\RGEANT. who is one of
the most prosperous farmers in the vicinity of
HartJine, having a very excellent, well im
proved and well cuJtivated hoJding, is also one
of the leading men of the county. having shown
his ability in various capacities and his progres
siveness and industry in his achievements here.

Perry T. Sargeant was born in Vander
burg county, Indiana, on September 16, 1864.
His parents, Orsames P. and RacheJ C. (Tay
lor) Sargeant. were natives of Vermont and
Virginia. respectiveJy. Perry T. was educated
in the common schools and aJso studied under
private teachers. being especially inclined to
":ard mathematics. Although he never took a

degree from any college. he made a sp . I. eCla
study o~ mathem.atl~sand has won considerable
dlstlllctlOn 111 thIS line. From Indiana he

l' ' ~-moved to exas, where he was engaged on the
cattl~ rall&"e for three years, then he returned
to Jus natIve state. by way of ?oJ ew Orleans.
One year later, he came to Kansas and in
short time we see him in CaJifornia, whence h:
journeyed to PortJand. Oregon. and from that
place C'lme on to Ellensburg -ilnd engaged on
the ?\orthern Pacific as a civil engineer. Aiter
six years of service in this capacity he Corn
pJeted the training that he had been so desirous
of obtaining in mathematics. In 1886, Mr.
Sargeant moved to DougJas countv and settled
in the Coulee, six miles north of 'Coulee Citv

•
\vhere he took up a homestead. which was later
sold to Adolph Young. Be bought five hun
dred and sixty acres. his present estate. and
which is one of the finest farms in this section
of the country. In 1894. 1\1r. Sargeant was
ejected surveyor on the Republican ticket and
two years later, so well did he fill the office. he
was re-eJected. A £ter these four veal'S oi ser
vice he returned to his farm and has devoted
his attention to private enterprises until re
cently, when he ,,-as appointed road supervisor
of district number two. Douglas county. in
which capacity he is operating at the present
time. Mr. Sargeant has t\VO brothers and tiro
sisters, Eugene G.. Morris B .. Mrs. Thomas
Leach. and Mrs. Charles Crampton.

At the \VeJch church. on February 2. 1891,

1\1r. Sarg-eant married Miss Clara J. Jones. Her
parents. William and Alice E. (Owens) Jones.
are natives of \Vales. Mrs. Sargeant was born
in \\Tisconsin. on November 30. 1870, and has
the followin CT brothers and sisters: William
E., John G.~Mrs. Maggie Allen. Ealenor K.
and' Phcrbe. Two chiJdren have been the frUit
of this marriage: Alice Roo born in Spokane

u'Jl' 0 bornon October T5, 1897; and vv I lam "
near Hartline on Februarv 16. 1899· Mhr.

, • OFt e
Sargeant is a member of the 1. O. . ..

I·' erSl1asMaccabees and the K. P. In re Igl0US P .
ion he is allied with the Cumberland Presb~i
terian church but is a liberal Sl1pporter of a
denominations.

--......~.....>----

PHILLIP J. YOUNG. who is now one oi
. f B tl',e IS also

the Jeading business men 0 . ar n . d haS
one of the pioneers of Douglas connty, an
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I bo d steadilv for twenty years to advance
are - . I

d build up the country and hIs exce lent
affn ts have materially assisted to bring about
eor . dh"
I Present state of prospenty an t nvmg
tIe d' .

owth of this favore sectlOn.
gr Phillip J. Young was born in Ripley county,
Indiana, on October 17, 1845, the son of
Charles F. and Margaret (Gesell) Young, na
tives of Germany. They came to the United
States in early days and were pioneer settlers
in Indiana. Phillip J. was educated in the
common schools of Indiana and Iowa, later
oompleting his training in the state Normal at
Galena, Illinois. In 1856 the family removed
to Winneshiek county, Iowa, where our sub
ject was trained in the ways of farm work by
his father. He there grew to manhood and
remained until I88!, when he removed to Ne
braska. After a short residence in that state,
Mr. Young came on to Idaho, then looked over
Oregon, and finally in 1883, settled in Douglas
county, taking a pre-emption and later a home
stead near the Grand Coulee. He at once set
to work to improve his places and began rais
ing stock. Of horses and cattle he raised. many
and was very successful until the winter of
1889-90, when. like the others in this same
business in all lines, always carrying a full
daunted, however, he went to work in the same
lines. and in 1890 al,?o opened a lumber yard
in Hartline. He did well in this business and
later added paints. oils, glass, and so forth. He
also handles coal and wood and does a <Toad
business in all the lines, always carrying a'" full
stock.. In 1886 Mr. Young was elected county
commiSSIoner and did good service for the
countf for two years. He also served as jus
tice at the peace for six years.

Mr. Young has five brothers and one sis
ter, Charlie W., Adolph. Jacob, William, Louis,
and Mrs. Louise Henning.

In Howard county, Iowa. on December 26,
1873, Mr. Young married Miss Louisa Stand
~d, whose parents, John and Julia (Shutt)
tandard, were natIves of Denmark. Mrs.

Young was born in Denmark on June 13 18' ITIl " j'
hair. and Mrs. Young the following children
ave been born; Edward H., on November 9,

'

1,874. now a sugar manufacturer in Waverly'
.'ash' ,

te \ .tngton; Ida C, on January 24, 1876, now
l~tng school ;.and Francis]., on October 7.

, now teachl11g school. The children were

all born in Iowa. Mr. and Mrs. Young are ad
herents of the Lutheran church and are exem
plary citizens.

•••

JOHN C BROWNFIELD, who resides
four miles south from Farmer postoffice, is
one of the best known men in Douglas county.
He has lived here since the early days of set
tlement and has ever taken a leading part in all
enterprises of a public nature, which are for
the benefit of all. M r. Brownfield has been
exceptionally successful in handling stock, es
pecially the Clyde horses, specimens of which
can now be seen on almost every farm in Doug
las county.

John C Brownfield was born in Cooper
county. J\lissouri. on September 12. 1841, the
son of John and Mary (Potter) Brownfield.
The father was born in Virginia, becoming a
pioneer settler of Illinois and in 1832 moved
to Missouri. The mother was a native of Ken
tucky. Our subject was trained in the early
schools of Cooper county, Missouri, and there
remained until he grew to manhood. On April
IS, 1861, he enlisted in Company K, Twenty·
seventh Missouri Volunteers under Captain
Parker, the same being for ninety days, but he
served nine months before he was discharged.
On the same day that he was mustered out, he
re-enlisted in Company D. Seventh Missouri
Cavalry, of the State Militia, under Captain
Tarley and served for three years and twO
months or until the close of the war. Mr.
Brownfield never participated in any heavy bat
tles but was in that most annoying of all war
fare, constant skirmishing with the bushwhack
ers. His general was E. B. Brown, a brother
in-law of General Price, the enemy. In April,
1865, Mr. Brownfield received his honorable
discharge and returned to the duties of the
civilian. He settled in Bates county, Missouri,
and there farmed for se,-enteen years. In
1884, he came west to Spokane, locating on
Five Mile prairie, just out from that city,
whence two years later. he came to Douglas
county, locating near \Vaterville. He took a
fam1 about a mile northeast from the town,
which was sold later. Afterwards, he took a
homestead where he now lives and to which
he has added until he now has four hundred and
twenty acres of fertile land. This esatte is near-
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Iy all under cultivation and is improved in first
class shape. with good wells of water. fences.
outbuildings, barns, residences and so forth.
Mr. Brownfield has some very excellent Clyde
horses and is giving his entire attention to gen
eral farming and raising stock. He has the
following brothers and sisters. Jasper. Daniel.
Mrs. Elizabeth Weedin. Mrs. Susan Weedin,
Mrs. Ann Stanley. and Mrs. Minerva Tur
ner.

The marriage of Mr. Brownfield and Miss
Emily Thomas occurred in Fettis county. Mis
souri. on April r7. 1864- The wife's parents
are Joel and Christiana (Comer) Thomas. na
tives of North Carolina. Thev came to Mis
souri in 1832 and are still residing there. Mrs.
Brownfield was born in Pettis county. on Feb
ruary 29. 1840. and has three brothers and two
sisters. Henry. Joel. U. S. Grant. Mrs. Syntha
Carver. and Mrs. Eliza Greer. The names of
children of Mr. and Mrs. Brownfield, together
with the dates and places of their births are
given herewith: John 1'., Pettis county, Mis
souri. June 24. 1865: George 'V.. Pettis coun
ty. Missouri. November 5. 1866, now living at
'Vaterville: Mary C. Bates county. Missouri.
August 22. 1868. now living in Lincoln coun
ty: Joel J.. Bates county. Missouri. May IS,
1870; Robert H .. Bates county. December ;;,
1872; Daniel L.. Bates county. February 6.
r876: and Rose M .. Spokane county. vVashing
ton. May 3. 1884.

Mr. Brownfield is a member of the G. A.
R.. and quite active in this realm. He and his
wife are members of the Christian church and
have always exerted a good moral influence
where they have dwelt. being people of integ
rity and good principles.

•••

GEORGE D. BROWN. who resides about
eight miles northeast from Toler, is one of the
well-to-do farmers of Douglas county. who
adds to the good work of raising the cereals
and handling- stock. the business of the pro
moter. In all these capacities. he has been suc
cessful' and is one of the widely and favorablv
known men of this locality. He is a native of
Ontario. Canada. being born on February 23.
r869. the son of George and Margaret (Wig
gans) Brown. both natives of Canada. In the
excellent schools of Ontario, our subject was

trained and remained in his native place until
grown to manhood. At OranO'eville he .

b , ,\as
engaged for two years as apprentice in th
Flemming flour mills, learning the art of the
miller. In 1890, he came west and after d e
search and investigation located on the Pla

ue

he now owns, buying the right to the same fra
ce

Sarah Morgan. His location here was in I&)~
a,?d the ~ear previous ,~as largely spent in th~
Fraser nver valley. Since coming here, Mr
Brown has continued steadily in operating hi;
farm, which is handled largely to the cereals
In 1898, he organized the M. M. & B. Co. fo;
the purpose of handling and developing'the
water power in the Chelan river. They have
about thirty thousand horse power in the falls
and will develop it to a higher amount bv the
addition of machinery. Mr. Brown ha~ the
following brothers and sisters. JaIm A., Will
iam J.. Robert A.. Samuel ]., Joshua, Lel'i,
Alfred G., Frederick W .. Mrs. M. McKenzie,
and Mrs. Thomas J. Manley.

The wedding day of Mr. Brown was on
July 19.1893. and his marriage to Miss Amelia
Marshall occurred in this county. The parents
of the wife are Robert and Hester (Timney)
Marshall, natives of Canada. She was born in
Ontario, Canada. on March I, 1868, and has
three brothers and two sisters. Henry, John,
James, Mrs. John Brown and Mrs. Eliza Mar
shall. The children born to this worthy couple
are named as follows with the elates of their
respective births: Margaret H., July 17, 1894:
Mary G., June 1. 189;;: Lillian A.. August~,

1897 ; Anna L.. January 7, J 899: Marshall \\ ..
July IS, 1901. All of the children are natives
of Douglas county except the last one, who was
born in Chelan county. Mr. and Mrs. Brown
are members of the Presbyterian church and
have always evinced a great interest in the
moral as well as the material welfare of the
community, being progressive and capable peo
ple.

•••

WILLIAM BAKER is one of the wide
awake and well-to-do farmers of Douglhas

'1 nortcountv. He resides about twelve 1111 es
. t te of aeast from 'Vaterville, upon an es a

half section part of which he acquired by pur-
, . I t The farm

chase and part by goverlnmen_I~lrIgf1 . . years he
Produces cereals. most v. 1e ew

. J b k own ashas resided here, Mr. Baker has een n
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of the thri fty and wise farmers, whose suc
~~: proclaims his ability and tenacity, better
than words can tell.. .,

William Baker 'was born In TIppecanoe

U
ntv Indiana, on September 8, 1855. The

co ., B bo' Lo di ther Alexander .,' was rn In non,
~ngla~d and came to. the U~ited ~tates quite
young, settling as a pIOneer In In?lana, wh~re

he married Martha Bogg~, a native ?f OhIO.
Our subject was educated In a log cabin school
house in Indiana and there remained until he
had arrived at manhood's estate. In 1881, he
went to Missouri, settlinp- in Atchison county
and was known as one of the industrious tillers
oi the soil there until 1888, which was the year
that marks his advent to Douglas county. He
at once took a homestead where he resic!es at
present and since that time has remained con
stantly engaged in general farming and stock
raising. Mr. Baker has one sister, Ella, and
one brother, David.

In Atchison county, Missouri, on February
4. 1882, occurred the marriage of \Villiam
Baker and Miss Laura Smith. Her parents
were Abner and Ersley (Bovee) Smith, nati ves.
of Tennessee and Indiana, respectively. Mrs.
Baker was born in Atchison county, Missouri,
July 2, 1866 and has the following brothers and
sisters, Frank, Tulley, Mrs. Ella Jackson, Mrs.
Xancy Payne, Mrs. Mary Jackson, Mrs. Matil
da Mutchlor, Mrs. Cora Randles and Mrs.
},-Iinnie Van Dusen. The children born to our
subject and his wife a~e named as follows:
Jennie M., born on July I, 1885 and now the
l\'Iie of ]. M. Shepperson, both residing in this
county; Catherine C, born on Februarv I I,

1888, Both daughters are natives of Atchison
county, Missouri.

In religious persuasion our subject belongs
to the Baptist denomination but is not an active
cummunicant with any church.

•••

aboJOHN 1;1. FLETCHER, who resides

i
ut four mIles northeast from Toler is one

o th h 'e eavy real estate owners of Douglas
County H' 1 h .I tw' ~s tota oldlngs recently were near-
Yl 0 sectIons but at the present time he has

so1SOme to four of his sons and has not quite
SOt arge an acreage. He dwells in a fine large
Wo ston, 1 . .'
r d

·J' e even room house whIch IS sur-
oun ed b I ' .y peasant grounds, barns, outbU1ld-

ings and other improvements. His attention is
devoted entirely to general farming and some
stock raising. His labors have been so success
ful that he has gained a liberal competence of
this world's goods and he is known as a leading
and reliable citizen.

John M. Fletcher was born in Carroll coun
ty, Ohio, on September 17, 1840, the son of
Thomas ]. and Susannah (Leslie)' Fletcher.
The latter was born in Ohio, and the former in
England and came to the United States while
young. The district schools of Ohio con
tributed the educational training of our subject
for a short time, he not being privileged to
spend many years in study. The family
migrated to Iowa in 1848, one year later to
Missouri, and thence in two years the entire
family crossed the plains with ox teams to
Clarke county, \Vashington. It was the family
home for nineteen years, In 1870, our subject
went to Polk county, Oregon, dwelling near
Independence for three years. After that, he
removed to the vicinity of Pilot Rock, in Uma
tilla county and three years later ,,'ent thence
to Pendleton and engaged in the butcher busi
ness. He operated in Pendleton and \Veston
until 1887, when he journeyed into the Big
Bend country and settled on his present place
as a pre-emption. He took a timber culture and
has also added as stated above until he has a
very large estate, part of which belongs now
to other members of the family.

In 1855-6, Mr. Fletcher served with the
\"'ashington Territory Volunteers against the
Indians. under Captain Kelley. Mr. Fletcher
has six brothers and three sisters, named as fol
lows, William, Arthur ]., Thomas L., Eli H.,
Robert A., George L., Mrs, C Gibbons, Mrs.
Sarah Gibbons and Mrs. Mary Pendleton.

In Clarke county, vVashington, on July 21,
1867.. Mr. Fletcher married Miss Nancy A.,
daughter of James and Delila (Thompson)
McAllister; natives of Pennsylvania and In
diana, respectively. Mrs. Fletcher was
born in Wayne county, Indiana on Feb
ruary 18, 1847, and the next year was
brought by her parents across the plains to
Clarke county, Washington. She has five
brothers and one sister, named as follows,
Alexander, Garrison, Joseph, Jasper, Walter
F., Mrs. Ester Clark, and two half sisters, Mrs.
Mary E. Negley and Mrs. Anna M. Tucker.
To Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher, the following chil-
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dren have been born: Esther E., in Vancouver,
'Washington, May 4, 1868, and now the wife
of David Gillespie, and h\'ing at Brewster,
\Vashington; vVilliam H., in Vancouver, on
August 23, 1869, now residing at Greenlake,
\Vashington; Charles E., in Vancouver, on
September 10, 1870, now at \Vaterville; \-Valter
].. in Pilot Rock, on July 17, 1874, died Feb
ruary 28, 1888; Albert F" in vVeston, Oregon,
on June 25, 1877; Ralph A" at Weston, Ore
gon, on Kovember 17, 1879. now at Greenlake;
Olive L. in \Veston, Oregon, on March 4, 1882;
Carrie E., at \\'eston, Oregon, on April 21,
1886; Fred T., in this county, on March 25,
1889; Ruby E., in this county, on February I,

1891; Crystal M" in this county. on October
26, 1892; and Royal Pearl, in this county, on
June 27, 1895.

Mr. Fletcher is a member of the A. F. &
A. :M. and takes a keen interest in political
matters and the questions of the day.

• • •

S.-\NFORD E. JORD.-\I\'. About eight
miles northeast from the to\n1 of \Vaten'ille,
we find the estate of the subject of this article,
which consists of one-half section of fertile
prairie land. The same is in a high state of
cultivation and produces annually bounteous
returns of the cereals and other crops, under
the skillful husbandry of the O\mer, Mr. Jor
dan has devoted himself to the improvement
and culti\'ation of his farm continuously since
his settlement here and is now considered one
of the best farmers in this \·icinity. He is a

J

man of broad public mind, generous to a fault
and stands exceptionally \\'ell "'ith all \vho
know him.

Sanford E, Jordan "'as born in Cra\dord
county, Iowa, November 21, 1862, the son of
Abel \V. and Mary (Palmer) Jordan, natives
of Iowa and Illinois, respectively, His youth
ful days were spent assisting his father and
gaining an education from the public schools
of Crawford county and he remained on the old
home place. until he had grO\m to manhood.
It ,,'as in 1884, that he journeyed to Plymouth
county, Iowa, where four years were spent in
farming. In 1888, he came to Douglas county,
taking a portion of his present estate by home
stead. the balance has been added later by pur
chase. In addition to raising grain and other

crops, h.e also handles a band of cattle and has
some l1lce grades at the present time. Mr
Jordan also .ralses a good many fine hogs. .

Our subject has the followmg sisters M
Ida Dobson, Mrs. Lura Griffin, Mrs.' 'E:~
.-\rnold, and Mrs. Lovlna \Vinn. Al
J d . b Ir.
or an IS not a mem er of any religious de.

nomination although he IS strictly in sympathy
with the work of the church. He IS ready to
aid materially in building up good schools and
in the general improvement of the country and
has ah\'ays been an industrious laborer ior
the general good.

•••
,

JOHI\' H. WITTE resides about eighty
rods south from SouthSide Postoffice, where
he has an estate of one-half section of good
farming land. All of this land is under culti·
vation and produces excellent crops oi small
grains. The place is pro\'ided \\'ith a comiort·
able residence, barns, and so forth and sholl'S
in every detail the skill and thriit of the owner.
Mr.\Vitte has gained considerable distinction in
breeding Poland China hogs. He raises excel·
lent animals and is becoming a very expert
producer. He also handles good cattle and
some horses.

John H. \Vitte was born in 31ecklenburg,
Germanv. on .-\ugust 17, 1872. the son oi
August' H. and Sophia (Shroder) \rille,
nati\'es of Germany. The father served 111 the
Franco-Prussian war. Our subject came With
his father to the 'L'nited States in 1876. and was
educated in the public schools of Iroquois coun·
ty, Illinois where he remained until nineteen.
189 1 marks the year in which he came to Doug'
las county choosing the homestead where he. , 5 e
no\\' resides as his place of settlement. ,mc
that time. he has wrought here \\ithout mter'
ruption in general farming ami stock ralsmg
and is known O\'er the countv as one,of the sub·

" . tl e lYen'stantial men who is ever labOrIng tor 1 b f
era] advancement as well as the jorwardmg 0

his own business enterprises. H
Mr. \Vitte has t\VO brothers, August .

and Charles]., and one sister, Lena Dohm?~~
The marriage of Mr. Witte and MISS ;I a

Johnson occurred at \Vaten·ille. on January 3
I

d
189-. The 'parents of the bride are]. M. an,

~ . f MIssoUrII Eliza (Andrews) Johnson. natIves 0 bo n
and liv'ing in this county. Mrs. WIlte was r
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. B tIer Missouri. on October I, 1878 and hasIn U , - . •
. brothers and one sisler, Buford c., Ed-
to

ur
d B Gilmer, William, and Mrs. Jessie M.

,rar·, .' h' h
Atkinson all livmg m t IS county except t e
first one,' who resides in Montana. Mr. and
Mrs. \Vitte have been bl~ssed by the advent of
two children: John KeIth, born January 7,
'896; Mabel May, 1J?rn on January 22, 1900·

~lr. Witte was ralsed under the mfluence of
the Lutheran church and is a supporter of that
institution and of public enterprises for the
"ood of the community.
b

• ••

RICHARD J. WATERS resides about
fi"e miles north from vVaterville on an estate
of two hundred acres, the title to which he
secured by homestead right and by purchase.
From the raw prairie, Mr. vVaters has made
one of the best farms of the section. It is no\\'
all under cultivation, well fenced, wisely laid
out and is provided with all necessary improve
ments. In addition to general farming, Mr.
Waters has gone very extensively into fruit
raising and has now at least thirty-five acres
set to leading \'arieties of trees. This is one of
the best orchards in central vVashington and is
kept in most excellent shape, Mr. \Vaters going
on the motto, that what is worth doing at all
is worth well doing. The fruit is largely apples.
apricots, and cherries. The leading varieties
of apples are Black Ben Davis, Missouri Pip
pins, Winesaps, J onathans, Senators, Apples of
Commerce, and of cherries Royal Ann, Rag,
and General Wood. Without doubt. Mr.
\\"aters has shown himself one of the leading
orchardists of the country and we may well
look for large returns from his labors.

Richard J Waters was born in Mercer
Counly, Illinois, on March 4. 1857, the so!"! of
Aron P. and Eliza (Stroup) vVaters. The
former born in Ohio and the latter in Indiana.
Aron P. Waters was one of the pioneer settlers
In K d'ansas an m 1862, when the call came for
men to fight for the stars and stripes he enlisted
a '
H~ong, the .volun~eer troops und.er ~aptai?

rlOII. HIS serVIce was largely m Mlssotln.
agalllst General Price and he recei ved his hon
orabl re (lscharge at Fort Leavenworth Kansas
at th 1 ' .e c ose of the war. Mr. Water's reO'iment
made a g d . ,.,h I 00 record and for days did much

at{ fighting. Our subject was educated in

the common schools of Illinois, and in Kansas
completed the high school course. At the age
of fifteen he departed from home and soon
thereafter began work on a farm in Pike coun
ty, Illinois, where he remained until 1877,. then
journeyed to Minnesota, settling in Stillwater.
Sawmilling occupied him for some time there,
after which he moved to Kansas City and tilled
the soil until he went to Wyoming a year or so
later, "'here he took up railroading. He re
mained there until July, 1881, then came on to
Idaho then settled across the river from where
Payette now stands, being the locator of the
town. In the spring of 1884, he came to this
county and took a portion of his estate as a
homestead. In addition to the property above
mentioned, he has some lots in \Vaterville and
is a very prosperous farmer and orchardist.

Mr. Waters has the following brothers and
sisters, Thomas, James, Charles, \Villiam, Mrs.
Lincoln Hamilton, Mrs. \Villiam Frederick,
and Mrs. Frank Lyon. The marriage of our
subject and Miss Hattie L. Clement, occurred
at Payette, Idaho, on December 27, 1882. Mrs.
Waters' parents are James and Lucy (Hayes)
Clement, natives of Michigan and Ohio, re
spectively. She was born on July 12, 1866 in
Allegan county, Michigan and has one brother,
Roswell, and one sister, Mrs. Edna Boyd. Five
children have been born to Mr. and Mrs.
\Vaters, Grace D., on September 27, 1887;
Belva L., on June 12. 1889; Madge H., on
September 30, 1893; Richard J., on September
10, 1895; and Newton D., May 27, 1897. All
are natives of this county.

Politicallv. Mr. \Vaters is satisfied with the-principles of the Republican party and in local
matters, he maintains an independent position,
always preferring to vote for the man, not the
party.

•••

OSC\R W. NEELY is one of the younger
men who have struggled for and gained abund
ant success in general farming and stock rais
ing in Douglas county. His home place, which
consists of one quarter section of land, lies
about ten miles southwest from WaterviJ.le. In
addition to this. he has a section of school land
rented, both of which places are well stocked
and improved. His principal crops are cereals,
while in stock raising he is handling the Short
horn and Hereford breeds. He has about sixty-
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five head of fine grades and he is producing
some of the finest cattle in this section. It is
very gratifying to see that Mr. Neely has
achieved such success in breeding fine stock and
it is sincerely hoped that his endeavors will
stimulate others in the same line of enterprise,
for it is well known that the thoroughbred cat
tle are far more profitable to the farmer than
ordinary stock.

Oscar W. Neely was born in Decatur,
Illinois on January ro, 1870. His father, George
Neely, was born in Philadelphia and married
Miss Mollie M. Hunt, a native of Illinois. The
subject of this article was educated in the com
mon schools of Decatur, and came to Douglas
county in 1890. He took his present place as a
homestead and has added since a section of rail
roadland, by purchase, in addition to the school
land mentioned above. Mr. Neely has labored
continuously on his estate here since settling,
and his efforts which have been wiselv bestowed-have brought about his present prosperous con-
dition. Mr. Neely has one sister, Elma L.
Neely, living in Chicago. The marriage of our
subject and Miss Emma E. Lamb occurred at
Fairmount, Nebraska, February 3, 1888. The
wife's parents are George and Francis].
(Kelso) Lamb. The mother is deceased but
the father is now living in this county. Mrs.
Neely was born in Saline county, Nebraska, on
January 20, 1872. She has one brother and
one sister, Elmer E., and Mrs. Lou ]. Waters.
On November 27, 1892, one son, Claude VI/.,
was born to Mr. and Mrs. Neely. Mr. Neely is
a member of the Maccabees and his wife belongs
to the Ladies Auxiliary of the same order.
They were both raised in the Christian faith
and are greatly in sympathy with that denom
ination at the present time.

•• •

_ JAMES A. BUCKINGHAM was born in
Sangamon county, Illinois, on September 18,
1831. His father, John B., was a na.tive of old
Virginia, and his mother, Amanda M. (Eaton)
Buckingham, was a native of Kentucky. Our
subject attended the common schools of Illi
nois, which were very primitive at that time and
when he grew to manhood remained in
that state until 1852, then the family
went to Pierce county, Wisconsin, where
five years 'were spent in farming. In
1857, he returned to his old home in

•

Illinois, and far~ed until I86~. At that time,
he removed to Pike county, Missouri sto .
h f · , PPIngt ere or a short time, then went on to A ud .r. nan

county, the same state, in which place he
a tiller of the soil for twenty years. After~~s
expiration of that long period, Mr. Buckingha~
removed to Washington, spending his first vea
in the Evergreen State, near Cheney. The~ h:
searched out a place in Douglas county and set
tled where we now find him, about four miles
east from Buckingham postoffice. He took
land under the government right and in addi
tion to improving the farm, he gave his atten
tion to stock raising. Like the other immi
grants to thi~ country, he made annual pilgrim
ages from thiS country for the purpose of gain
ing money for food. During the winter of
1889-90 he had a small band of cattle I"hieh
he succeeded in saving although most of the
cattle of the country died. His base of supplies
was Spokane and the lumber of which his house
is built was hauled from Cheney and the Bad
ger Mountains. His nearest neighbor was ~lr.

Downey. living six miles west. Mr. Bucking
ham labored faithfully and long during the
hard years of early life in Douglas county and
he is now one of the wealthy men of the section.
His place is on the old trail to the mines and
was known as one of the leading places in the
county. He has held various county offices and
was appointed postmaster by John Wanamaker.
which position he held for nine y'ears. Mr.
Buckingham has two brothers \\7ho died il: the
Rebellion and two others. John W. and Eltsha,
who are now living. He also has one sister.
Mrs. Louisa Shannon.

At Trimble, Wisconsin, in July, 1855, Mr.
Buckingham married Martha Ryan, who was
born in Meadville, Pennsylvania, on June 20,

1830. For nearly half a century, she was hiS
faithful companion in all the reverses and suc
cesses on their pilgrimage journey until July,
1901 , she departed this life, being aged seventy
one. She had one brother, Simeon. andone SIS

ter Katherine. To Mr. and Mrs. Buckmgham,
six' children were born named as follows; Mrs.

, MId WI 11-Annie A. Smith, Mrs. Clara erc lan, '.
iam 0., Albert ]., Mrs. Regina V. Shambhn,

and James A. . . Method-
Mr. Buckingham was raised 111 the. .

. h t ember of any
1st church and althoug no .a m . n I leans
denomination at the present time stJ 0 g y
toward that faith.
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GUSTAV ZUDE, deceased. Among the
most active and stirring men of Douglas coun
ty could be mentioned the subject of this me
~onal.\Vhen ~e was living. He led an upright
. d faIthful hfe and won hosts of friends be
1I1g highly esteemed by all. His labors in'this
county anc! elsewhere speak for themselves and
It was a d f' .ay a Sll1cere mourmng when the sad
news f h'a IS death was announced.

Gustav ZUcle was born in western Prussia
On Au"" t - 'Ca r ".IS /. 1853. the son of August and

1'0 me Zude, both, natives of Germany.
40

,

MORRIS W. BUZZARD came to Doug-

I
. Illtv in the early days when supplies had

as Cal • I
be hauled from Spokane. There were on y

to "h h I, I 'e settlers in the entire regIOn, IV en e 0-
l\~e \ . '1

t I where he now resIdes, about one ml e
ca ec '11 F h'theast from \Vatervi e. rom t at time un-
~~he present. M~. Buzzard has continued here
without interruption an? .has constantly b~en
devoting his efforts to tllhng the sOIl and Im
pro\'ing his farm. He h~s a fine quarter sec
tion which raIses dIversified crops. Among
the ~speciallv fine improvements we may men
lion an orchard so situated as to be protected
hI' elevated land. which pr?duces as fine fruit
as can be found in 'Washington. and he has all
the varieties of fruit that grow in this latitude.

Morris \V. Buzzard was born in Harrison
county, Kentncky, November 23, 1853. His
father, William Buzzard. a nati\'e of Kentucky,
married Miss Sallie Williams. who was also
hom in the Blue Grass State. Her people came
from North Carolina. He was a prosperous
farmer and stock man during his life, and his
ancestors were among the very first settlers in
Kentucky. Our subject was educated in his
native state. after which he settled in Cham
paign county. Illinois, and farmed for seven
years. It was as early as 1883. that Mr. Buz
zanl settled in Douglas county and took his
present land as a homestead. Since then, he
has bought eighty acres in Okanogan county
and owns considerable other property.

Mr. Buzzard has always pulled in single
harness and still remains free from matrimonial
cares. He has two brothers and three sisters.
Marion, George \V., Mrs. Mattie Taylor. Mrs:
5mh J. Florence, and Mrs. Eliza Rankin, all
hvmg in Harrison county,Kentucky.

• ••
• \

The father served in the regular army of Ger
many and was a good and well known man.
Our subject was educated in the schools where:
he was born and in 1872, came thence to Pilot.
Knob, Missouri. He was soon engaged in the
iron mines of Iron county and for twelve years;
wrought steadily there. Then on account of
failing health he determined to retire from act
ive work for a time. He accordingly traveled
west to l.'tah and later went into the mines
there. remaining for three years. After that he
went to Elkhorn, Montana. where he engaged
in mining for t\Vo years. It ,,'as in 1890 that
Mr. Zude came on to Douglas county. and after
due search he took a pre-emption and later a
homestead where the familv now reside about

~ .
two miles northeast from Farmer. He devoted
himself. industriously to general farming and
stock raising and \von the good success that his
labors merited. He continued here. and was al
ways found on the side of those movements
which were for the betterment of the commun
ity and al~\'ays exerted a good influence. In
1903, Mr. Zude failed in health and no means
found seemed to relieve the progress of dis
integration and finally on l\hrch II. 1903. he
passed to the world beyond. His memory is
fragrant through a well spent life. wise coun
sels and good deeds. Mrs. Zude is now hand
ling the estate. which is well improved and she'
has taken up the burdens devol ving upon her
with a fortitude and spirit which presage good
success in her efforts.

1V1r. Zude had one brother. Carl. and one
sister. Mrs. :Minnie Gunther. The marriage of
Mr. Zude and Miss Amelia Janka occurred in
Missouri. on October 2. 1872. The parents of
the bride were George and Minnie (Zude)
Tanka natives of Germanv. To Mr. and Mrs..' ,

Zude the following named children ha"e been.
born: Herman. on NO\'ember 2. 1873; Lena'
\\T., on January 20.1886; :\lfred, on December
24, 1890; Alma A., on April I, 1893. The
first two are nati ves of Pilot Knob and the
others were horn in this county. Mrs, Zude
is a member of the Lutheran church, the de
nomination to which her husband belonged.

• ••
ALBERT F. YEAGER is one of the

younger men of Douglas county that has dem
onstrated his worth and ability by commend-
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able labors. He was born in Blue Earth coun
ty. Minnesota, on January 19, 1873, the son of
Henry G. and Louisa (Koch) Yeager, natives
of Saxom·. GermanI'. and mentioned elsewhere- . .
in this work. Albert F. received his education
in the common schools of Blue Earth county
but in 1888 came with his parents to Douglas
county. He now lives about two miles south
from Buckingham on a half section of land,
which he took as a homestead. and purchased
from his father. He devotes his attention to
cattle raising and farming, .having in the last
few years paid more attention to the latter busi
ness. He has his place well provided with all
farm machinery necessarv, buildings. and so
forth, and is a successful agriculturist. For
se,'eral terms he has served as road supen'isor
and did very good work. His brother~ and sis
ters are named in another portion of this work.

At the old home place in Douglas county,
on March 17. 1895. 1\·1r. Yeager married Mrs.
Ella J. Wyatt. the daughter of Daniel F. and
Julia J. (Hadley) Davis, natives of Colorado
and "ery early settlers in \Valla \\'alia. 1\1 rs.
Yeager was born in Colorado on June 17,1872,
and has t,vo brothers. Charles and \\'illiam So,
and one sister, Mrs. Etta Loucks. To Mr. and
Mrs. Yeager, five children have been born;
Gladis M., in Bridgeport. on December 30,
1896: Albert Fo, Jr.. at the ranch, on October
28. 1898: Charles H., at the homestead, on
September 26, 1900; Viola E., at the ranch, on
March 10. 1902: and Vera J .• on February 29.
1904. By her former marriage. Mrs. Yeager
h'ls three children. Zelh M. \Vyatt. born in
Oregon. on December 16, 1888; Oswell \Vyatt,
born in Oregon, on June 12. 1891; Buelah A.,
born in Oregon. October 6, 1893.

Mr. Yeager is a member of the M. \V. A.
and an adherent of the old school Presbyterian
church.

• • •

OLIVER A. RUDD, who lives about five
miles south from Bridgeport, was born in
Draman. Norway. on July 12. 1861. His par
ents. Andrew and Dora (Christenson) Rudd,
were natives of Norway. He was educated in
the common schoo~ there and when twenty
ye1rs of age came to the United States. set
tling first in Grand Rapids, Wisconsin.

. He wrought in the lumber woods for
nearly two years and in 1883, came

west to \Vashington, stopping first in W 11
\Valla. Then he journeyed to C lf

a
a

\ " h' I hoax'vas lI1gton. W lere e wrought on a farm fa;
three years. It was 1886 when he went
.. l' . OOa

VISIt to .11S natIve country. then returned to
\Vl:;consll1. and a year and a half later cam t
Garfield county, it being 1888. He did gen~ra~
work for two years and in the falJ of 18
came to Dou~las county, selecting a homest:
where he reSIdes at the present time. He com
menced breeding cattle and horses when he first
cat1?e to t?e country and has continued in that
busll1ess sll1ce. He has some very choice Here
ford animals and has been prospered in his la
bors. Mr. Rudd owns one-half section of land
well supplied with springs. and welJ improved.
He cultivates about one hundred and twenty
five acres to hay and the balance to various
crops. He has a handsome residence and has
manifested thrift and good taste iii his labors
on the farm.

In political matters. Mr. Rudd is alJied with
the Republican party and is a firm supporter of
their principles. In 1898. his name appeared
on that ticket for county commissioner ag-ainst
Lewis Brant. He won by thirteen majority,
being the only Republican elected on the ticket.
He served for four years to the satisfaction of
all. For two years from July 10. 1899. he was
deputy sheriff. under C. V. Ogle. Mr. Rudd
has one brother. Knud. and two sisters. Mrs.
Sarah Thomson and Mrs. Georgie Gurrick.

He was raised under the influence of the
Lutheran church and is a supporter of that de
nomination at this time. His standing in the
community is of the best and he r~eiv~s gener
ously the confidence and good wilJ of hIS neigh
bors.

At Deedsville, Indiana. on April 24. 1904,
Mr. Rudd married Mrs. Eliza Lewis, daughter
of James and Isabella Fites, natives of .Maine.
Mrs. Rudd was born in DeedsvilJe, Indiana.

•••

LEON ALBOUCQ is one of the ~eading
business men of Hartline. He opened hiS pre~
ent line in this prosperous town in Il)02 ~n

. f fIsts fencmgnow carnes a large stock a eec . po, He
material. implements. buggies and wagon~.. If
has a thriving patronag-e and has shown hlm

se

a substantial and capable busine,s man. I nd
Leon Alboucq was born in the sunny a
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of France. his native h.eath being Mount St.
Jean, Department of Alsne. The date of his
nativity is January ~ I, 1864. The parents of

r subject are AleXIS and Aglae (Jerard) Al
~lICq, beth natives of France. Mr.· Alboucq
.as educated in the common schools and grew

:~ manhood in his native land. At the early
age of twenty-one he enlisted in the regular
armvof France and for five ye3.rs served in the
infa~try, never leaving his native place during
these years. In .1889, he bade farew~ll to home
and friends and Journeyed to the Umted States,
lil"ing first at Broken Bow, Nebraska. For two
I"ears that was his home and farming occupied
his attention. Then he moved to Douglas coun
ty. Washington, and sel~cted a homestead eight
miles north from Hartlllle, where he hved un
til 1902. He has added land to his holdings,
by purchase, until he owns a section, which he
farms, in addition to his business in town. Mr.
Alboucq has no brothers or sisters in the United
States, but those in France are: Mrs. Eugenie
Lemeret, of Aoust; Eugene Cyril. of Mezieres;
1lrs. Marie Deville also of Mezieres: and Mrs., ..

Claire Julien, of La F ere, all in the department
of Ardennes.

The marriage of Leon Alboucq and Miss
Elsie Sieicher was consummated on March 7.
IB89, in Paris, France. Mrs. Alboucq was born
in Karlsruhe. Baden, Germany, on December
10.1866, and has one brother, James A., a ma
chinist, at Reading, Pennsylvania. The fruit
of this marriage is as f.anows; Louis E., born
July 21. 18<)4; Blanche Leona, born May I,

1896: Claire Aglae, born April 22, 1902: Hart
hne IS the native place of all three children.
Mr. Alboucq was first banker of lodge number
9874. of the M. W. A. He and his family are
adherents of the Catholic church.

• • •

J. ALBERT ANDERSON is one of the
ente '.rpnsmg agriculturists of Douglas county,
and bls ho' . .
I me IS now m BndO'eport. He ownsand d' . . ....

a JOll1lng the city and has fine improve-
-tSMh' .f IS property. He devotes hIS atten-

B
lon to general farming and handling grain at
ndgeport.

J
]. Albert Anderson was born in Norwavon

line 19 86 • '
nah A~ 1 }. the son of J. And.rewand Susan-
Th ( de. ,on) Anderson, natIves of Sweden.

e early ed t' f . .uca Ion 0 our subject was gamed

in the common schools of his native country
and in the spring of 1880, he landed in New
York city. For eight years, he labored on the
farms on Long Island, in factories ad
jacent to I\ew York city and in various other
kinds of work. He has labored with some
of the largest contracting firms along the
Atlantic coast and worked at various places.
One of the largest undertakings he was em
ployed upon was the Croton River aqueduct.
The contractors \yere Brown, Howard & Com
pany. While in their employ he learned the
trade of a rigger and ,,'orked there until 1889,
when he came to \Vashington, and here, also, he
has done contracting for himself. S.ettlement
was made near Bridgeport where he used differ
ent government rights to secure his land and
since then Has devoted himself almost entirely
to general farming and stock raising. Mr. An
derson is heavily interested in the town site of
Bridgeport and has done much to forward set
tlement of this portion of the country.

At Bridgeport, on December 26, 1899, Mr.
Anderson married Miss Jessie E., daughter of
Donald and lane (Davidson) McDonald, na-

•

tives of Canada. :Mrs. Anderson was born in
Bay City, Michigan. on May 26, 1881. She has
two brothers, Clyde R., and James A. D. Mr.
and Mrs. Anderson are communicants of the
Lutheran church and are ,,'ell respected people.
In 1894. Mr. Anderson had the misfortune to
lose his residence by the overflow of the Col
umbia river. Yet nohl'ithstanding the various
losses together with the hardshIps of frontier
life he has so wisely labored that he now is
blessed with a large holding and excellent pros
perity.

One child, C1ydie Bell, has been born to Mr.
and Mrs. Anderson, the date being Decc:mber
31, 190 1.

•••

HANS N. HANSON. a prosperous farmer
and stock man residing about a mile west from
Bridgeport. has so conducted himself in his
labors in Douglas county. that he has both won
the respect of all who know him and gained a
fine property holding. He was born in Bergen.
Norway. on December 2~. 1860, the son· of
George F. and Inger P. (Reese) Hanson, na
tives of Norway. The father was captain of a
sailing vessel. Our subject was well educated
in the Bergen Academy and did bookkeeping
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for a mercantile house. In 1879, he shipped on
a sailing vessel for the United, States and at
Baltimore, in 1880, quit his vessel. For a short
time thereafter, he was in the Burlington shops
in Chicago after which he was in the employ
ment of David Rankin, a large stockman. He
left this business and traveled in various sections
but soon returned to Mr. Rankin, where he re
mained for seven years, handling stock. In
1888, Mr. Hanson came to Spokane and thence
to Douglas county, settling on Douglas creek,
about two miles below the town of Douglas.
He proved up on a pre-emption there, which was
his home until 1895. In tilat year he moved to
his present location and took a homestead. He
handles about .four hundred and eighty acres
of land here and has over fifty head of fine cat
tle on the range. His land is largely productive
of hay. Mr. Hanson has three sisters, all in
Norway.

In Atchison county, Missouri, on March 16,
1886, Mr. Hanson married Martha E. Ander
son, daughter of Anders H. and Seneca (Sam
uelson) Moberg. Mrs. Hanson was born in
Moberg, Norway, on March 2, 186I. To our
subject and his wife, five children have been
born, Lula 1., Minnie S., Stella M., Georgie A.
and Frank 1.

Mr. and Mrs. Hanson are members of the
Lutheran church and they are good substantial
people. He has served as road supervisor for
several years and has also labored for tlJ,e up
building of the community. Mrs. Hanson has
two brothers, Sam and Haldo. Mr. and Mrs.
Hanson have a fine family of children and are
doing everything in their power to give them a
good education and a nice start in life.

• ••

WILLIAM PAWSON stands among the
most substantial citizens of Douglas county.
Coming here in an early day. he located on
government land about two miles north from
where Waterville now stands and has added by
purchase until he has a half section of some of
the best land to be found in the county. He has
labored assiduously here since coming and has
gained his present competence by virtue of his
industry and wise management.

William Pawson was born in Yorkshire,
England,on January 10, 1863, the son of Isaac
and Sarah (Turner) Pawson, also natives of

England: They came to Canada in I~?
there reSide at the present time Befor I - and
E I d b · .' e eaYlng

ng an , our su Ject receIved his ed '
.. f h b ' ucatlonal

trammg rom t e pu hc schools \Vhe h I
h d h d' . n e lad

reac e man 00 s estate, he looked to th
Id fi d h ' f e newwor to n IS ortune and in 188- h 'I

h ' h d . J, esaled
It er an was soon 111 Douglas count). .1

h k h· I ' \\ Jeree too IS present p ace as a pre-emption.. He
has brought the farm to a high state of It'

. d I' CUI-vahon an las provided excellent l'mpro\,e·
~ents. A large barn, good dwelling, outbuild.
~ngs, fence, and so fo~th are in evidence and he
IS one o~ the progressive and prosperous men of
the sectlOn: M r. Pawson has three brothers
and two SIsters, Henry, George, JOhn, Mrs.
Sarah Grawbargar.and Mary E.,

At Waterville, on July 23, 1902, Mr. Paw
son married Miss Coatney, daughter of .-\aron
and Leanno (Buracker) Craven, natives of In
diana and Ohio, respectively. Mrs. Pawson
has three brothers and one sister, Joseph, Isaac,
Alva, and Mrs. Curtis Bateman. Mr. and jlrs.
Pawson are not members of any denomination
but are closely allied with the Methodist doc
trine. They stand exceptionally well among
the people and have the good will of all. jIr.
Pawson is a good neighbor, a true friend. and
a man of reliability and worth of character,
During the years past, he has always been care
ful to labor for the advancement of the country
and substantial upbuilding and improYements,
while he has ever been a \\'arm adyocate for
good schools and good roads.

•••
AUGUSTUS E. ROBINSON, who reo

sides about one mile north from Fain·iew. is
one of the It'ading orchardists of the Columbia
valley. He has ten acres devoted to apples,
pears, peaches, apricots, plums. grapes and ber
ries, with water right sufficient to handle a
farm of forty-three acres. His orchard .IS a
veritable picture and produces as fine fnut as
can be found in the. wor!d.. Spokane, Se~~:;e
and Wenatchee are hiS shlppll1g pomts and.
Robinson does a good business. h. Roc es-

Augustus E. Robinson was born III f
ter Wisconsin December 27. 18~0. the son a

" b' n na-James and Elizabeth (Sweet ) Ro mS~ed his
tives of Vermont Our subject comple .. , Mmne-
education in the academy of Owatonna'm Wis
sota whence the family had moved fro

I d harnessconsin_ After school days, he earne
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k
' and established himself in business at

OIa mg h ak' dPrairie and began arness m mgan
Long , 8 8' h' h h'ned there until I 9 , III W IC year erenlal .

'ed to his present place m Douglas county.
mol R b' h . h'
S' e coming here, Mr. 0 Illson as given IS

IOC • h I ff'" Ie time and attentIOn to t e cu ture 0 rUlt
II ~ to the study of the science of fruit raising.
~le result is that he is ,one of the best. posted
Olen of the county and IS ~horoughly practIcal
in all his efforts, Mr. Robmson has one sister,
Mrs, Emma Wyman.
. On July 13',1873, ,while in Minnesota. Mr.
Robinson mamed MISS Luella Coons. Her
father was a native of Pennsylvania and a
pioneer to Ohio. She was born in Little San
dusky, Ohio, on May 23: 1856 and has one
sister. Mrs. J. H, McNeice. Mr. and Mrs.
Robinson have two children, Earl A., born on
AUQ"tlst 25, 1886 and Clair T., born July 25,
1888. both at Long Prarie, Minnesota. Mr.
Robinson was a charter member of the I. O.
O. F, at Long Prairie and for twelve years
serred as secretary of his lodge. He also passed
all the chairs of the same and is now a member
of the M. W. A. He is a Methodist at heart
but belongs to no denomination at the present
time.

• ••

HENRY C GODLOVE is residing at
the present time about one mile southeast from
Waterville and is occupied in general farming
and raising stock, giving most of his attention
to the former industry. He was born in Pot
tawatomie county, Kansas. on March 8. 1860,
the son of Henry· and Minerva (Custer)
Godlove. natives of Indiana and Iowa, respect
IVely. The father was one of the pioneers of
Kansas, dwelling in that. then turbulent state
In 1859, He enlisted in Company K. of the
Elel'enth Kansas Volunteer Infantrv and
se
f
md three years for his countrv bein'g mosto th f . • ,

I
.e Ime In Arkansas. Missouri. Kansas and

ndlan Ter 't A' ,h nary. t the end he received an
.onorable discharge. returned to the quieter
JO)bS of hfe and is still residing in Kansas, Our
su Ject was t . d'rallle m the common schools that
great educ; t f . .a or 0 the Amencan youth. and as
SOonashehd . dbe n a arnve at manhood's estate,
lafcted ~~eralions for himself. In 1883. he
next t, Ellensburg, Washington. and the
to;\O IV~ years were spent in the vicin~ty of that

. twas r885. when he settled in Douglas

county, on a pre-emption in Moses coulee. He
remained there for a decade and engaged in
the stock business and then bought one half
section of land where he now lives. He has
plenty of spring water besides two good wells,
a large barn and other fine improvements.

Mr, Godlove has seven brothers and one
sister, Oliver C, Lincoln, Perry, 'Sherman C,
\Valter S., Isaac A., John, and Mrs. Elihu W.
Henshaw. In Holton county, Kansas. on
March 12, 1894, occurred the marriage of Mr.
Godlove and Miss Ida M., daughter of Hugh
and Mary (Strickland) Southerland, nati ves
of Scotland and Pennsylvania, respectively.
Mrs. Godlove has two brothers and five sisters,
John H., George D., Mrs. Mary H. Rogar,
Mrs. Jeannette Cram, Mrs. Lorena \Vilson,
Nettie B., and Maude N. Mr. and Mrs.
Godlove have three children: Hugh S., born on
May 17, 1896; Rein C, born on April 19, 1898
and Nettie S., born August IS, 1903. They
are all natives of this county.

In 1888, Mr. Godlove was elected county
commissioner, his name appearing on the Re
publican ticket and he served as chairman of
the board for two years. During his term of
office, various improvements were inaugurated,
among which may be mentioned the enlarge
ment of the court house and the addition of
,;teel cells to the jail, and others equally import
ant. Mr. GodlO\'e sen'ed as one of the ap
praisers of the school land of this vicinity.
Fraternally, he is affiliated with the A. F. &
A. M. and the W. \V. Mr. and 1'v1rs, Godlove
are known as upright and moral people and are
the center of a large circle of admiring friends.

•••

JOHN YOUNG TLTRXER is one of the
most prosperous and industrious farmers of
Douglas county. His farm lies about three
miles northeast from \\'aterville and displays
in every part, genuine thrift and care of detail.
Mr. Turner came here in early day. selected a
good place and has since given careful and
continuous attention to the improvement of the
same.which has resulted in making it one of
the fine and Yaluable farms of central Washing
ton.

John Y. Turner ,,'as born in Howatd coun
ty. Missouri. on October 7, 1855, the son of
Ephraim and Angeline R. Turner. natives of
Missouri, \ Vhen our subject was eleven years

•
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of age, he accomp:mied his parents across the
plains with ox teams to Linn county, Oregon,
where the father secured a donation claim.
John Y. completed his education and li\'ed with
his father until 1882. It that year, he moved
to Kittitas county, settling near Ellensburg.
It was 1888. that he came to Douglas county
and took a pre-emption \vhere he .now lives.
Later he added a quarter section by purchase,
and the farm now consists of one half section
and is all under cultivation. Among the im
provements, "'e may mention a fine orchard,
a fine modern residence built of brick. 'plenty of
outbuildings, three wells of ,,'ater and so forth.

Mr. Turner does di\'ersified farming, rais
ing stock and also gives much attention to rais
ing poultry, of which latter he has six hundred
thoroughbred white leghorns.

Mr. Turner has the following brothers and
sisters, Sterling P., James \V., Doynes, Dorson,
George C. Ira M. K., Charles D., 'Mrs. Annie
Allison, Mrs. Sarah J Hulbart, and Mrs. Millie
V. Kinsey.

On November 13, 1878, in Linn county,
Oregon, ~1r. Turner married Miss Melissa,
daughter of John \Y, and Mary A. (Hen
dricks) Richardson, natives of Illinois and
Kentucky, respectively, and now residing in
Oregon. :M rs. Turner was born in Linn
county, Oregon. on :VIay 22, 1860, and has two
brothers and two sisters. named as follows,
\Villis. Trumon, Mrs. Myra Curl. and Mrs.
Melvina Brener. To Mr. and Mrs. Turner, the
following children have been born: :rvIary A.,
in Linn county, Oregon, May 13. 1879; Norma
M., in Polk county, Oregon, March 13. 1882;
Ethel L, in Douglas county. \Vashington, J an
uary 6, 1898. They also have adopted one
child, Jay R. Powell. who was born in Water
ville. February 12. ,1891.

Mr. and Mrs, Turner are staunch members
of the Christian church at \Vaterville and are
among the leading people of this part of the
county.

•••

DA~IEL E. HARSH. one of the indus
trious agriculturists in Douglas county, resides
about two miles northeast from \Yaterville.
He was' born in Owen county. Indiana, on
September 7. 1865, the son of Daniel and
Catherine (Keely) Harsh, natives of Ohio.
The father enlisted in the Forty-ninth Volun-

teer Infal?try under. Captain Da\'id M. Do
and (hed 111 the hospItal at "!\asll\'ille T bson

TI I d ' d . . ennessee
le mot ler Ie III Douglas count' S .

D I, . F b . ). oUlh
<hota, . III e ruary, 1902, aged sixty-four

Our subject was educated 111 the (listrict s I I'
fO . C100S

a wen county, IndIana where lle re ', illalned
the first fourteen years of his life. In 1881
he mov~d to Boone county, Io\\"a, and enga~ed
111 farnilllg and later he tilled the soil I'n G •reene
county, of the same state. a,fter which he lired
111 South Dakota and did tanning for twelre
years. In 1896. he came to Douglas COunt'
\Vashington by wagon and settled on a quarl~;
sectIOn where he now hves, Since that time
he has de\'oted himself steadily to culti\"atilw
and improving his farm and he has now a com~
fortable home, good farm, plenty of stock
machinery and improvements and does not ~y;
a dollar in the world.

Mr.Harsh has one brother, John W. While
in Armour, South Dakota, 1\1r. Harsh married
Miss Melissa Kuder, the wedding occurring
March 30, 1890. Her parents were George W.
and Isabel (Brock) Kuder, natives of Penus\"l,
\'ania and Indiana, respectively. The fatl;er
died at \Vaterville on June 9. 1903 and his
widow on June 17, 1903. Mrs. Harsh was
born in Greene county, Iowa, on December 26,
1868 and has two brothers, Madison lIf, and
George F., and two sisters, Arra B. Whitehall
and Jennie G. Whitehall.

Four children have been born to our sub
ject and his wife. Bethel B., on ~v[arch 1,1891;
George B., on May 2 I. 189:); Franklin. on
April 12. 1896; and Beatrice Hope, on Febru
ary 15, 1904, on the farm. All the others were
born in \Yalnut Grove, South Dakota.

Mr. and Mrs. Harsh are members of the
Seventh Day Adventist church and are good
substantial people.

•••

FRED C. TYLER. There is no doubt
that the most important class of. people on :~:
face of the earth to-day are tbo;,e \\ ho tIll
soil. and some of the finest specimens of human
itv ~re found in this calling. Douglas county IS

, I k' . . II' f and stockmennot ac lI1g 111 111te Igent armers . "
.' 1\'" \"hat lt ]>who have made this pohtlca c1\'lSlOn . . h

I d· it IS \l'lt
to-day. Among the ea mg ones.. f this
pleasure that we mention the subJect a

. . 'J - southeast
article who resides abollt SIX 1111 e, I I'.., f the eac-
of \Vaten'dle and IS known as one 0
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ing citizens. He was born in Sullivan county,
!\ew York. on February 27, 1860. The father
'. s Colonel Rockwell Tyler, a native of
"a . d fWayne county, Pennsylvama an a man_ 0

o01inence both m Pennsylvama and New
~ork. He entered t?e service in

T
the Civil War.

as captam 111 the FIfty-slxth New York Vol
unteer Infantry and was soon promoted as
(olonel of the regiment. He did valiant and
faithful service, for his country in those dark
davs of internecine stri fe and was a commander
wl;o led rather than sent his men. After ful
filling his military service, he returned to New
York state and was revenue collector for a
number of years. His death occurred on May
2i, 1893.. Col~nel Tyle~ married ~~issMary J.
Hill, a natlve at ConnectlCut, who dled m Doug
las county, Washington, on October 28, 1898.

Reverting more particularly to the subject
of this article, we note that his e:trly education
Iras gained in Sullivan county, New York. At
the early age of fifteen, he was sent to COlmec
ticut and from that time forward has not only
been an active and industrious person but also
a great investigator of the questions of the day
and a wide reader. In the spring of 1882, our
subject left Connecticut and went to Millbank, .
Dakota, where he was salesman in the mercan
tile establishment of J. c. Drake, for three
years. In 1885, he came to Spokane, then jour
neyed on through Douglas county and later
Irent to Oregon. After two years of residence
in Oregon, he returned to Douglas county and
took a pre-emption. After proving upon this,
he located a homestead. He sold these proper
tJes and bought his present place and upon this
he has made his home since. He has a
tM-story six-room residence, outbuildings,
excellent well of water and a good band of
cattle. Mr. Tyler had two brothers Charles
V., deceased, and Ebenezer. '

At Wilmot, Dakota, on June 2, 1884. oc
CUrred the marriage of Mr. Tyler and Miss Ida
M., daughter of Charles and Elizabeth (Ander
son) Smith, natives of Ohio and New Hamp
shire, respectivelv. They came to Dakota in
1880 M .~

. rs. Tyler has the following brothers
~lcl sisters, Warren J., Charles A.. Mrs. Emily
Gewhouse, Mrs. Nettie Nancarow. Mrs. Susan

ary, Mrs. Lizzie Drake. Mrs. Helen Stoddard
and Mrs E· l' R' .• '. -me me emhart. deceased.
to In religious persuasion, Mr. Tyler is inclined

ward the Baptist church, although ht: is not

actively connected with any denomination. He
and his wife are well known and have hosts of
warm friends throughout the country. Mr.
Tyler is a man that the people look up to and
they esteem him for his worth and wisdom.

•••

JOSEPH W. WOOLVERTON is one of
the most progressi"e and active business men
of Dauglas county. He is at present conduct
ing a general merchandise establishment at
Douglas and is meeting with the well earned
success of a gratifyi'ng patronage, while he re
ceives the esteem and the respect of all. Mr.
\Voolverton has also shown himself one of the
capable and successful educators of the county.
It is very e"ident that the salient points of his
career should be named in a volume purporting
to grant representation to leading citizens of
this section, and we therefore append the same.

Joseph \V. \Voolverton was born in Bliss
field. Michigan. on February 12, 1873. His
father, Milton \Voolverton, is a native of 'Penn
sylvania and now a farmer in Michigan. He
married Miss Ellen Bullard, of New York.
She also is living in Michigan. Our subject
continued his training until after he had fin
ished the high school course, then in 1892, came
to Douglas county, settling about eighteen miles
east of \Vaterville on a homestead. He taught
school for two years while living on the home
stead and in 1894. was elected superintendent
of schools for this county. His name appeared
on the Republican ticket and he gained the day
over E. M. Bogart, by thirtv majority. Mr.
\V~olverton was just twenty-one years old at
this time and was the youngest elected officer
in the state of \Vashington. After two years
of very acceptable service m this important of
fice, Mr. \Voo]verton again turned his attention
to teaching school. continuing the same until
1898. He served in the postoffice at Waterville
for some time and finally. in 1901, located at
Douglas, where he opened a general merchan
dise store. He carries a fine assortment of
goods of everything- demanded by the trade in
this section and by his genality and deferential
treatment of partons has won for himself a very
lucrative trade. Mr. \Voolverton is considered
one of the best business men in this section.
Mr. F. Brockman. of Spokane, also is interested
in the store.
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Mr. \Voo1\"erton has t\yO sisters, Mrs. E.

]. Malloy and ~drs. J. M. Friel.
On November 15, 1896 at \Vaterville, Mr.

VvoolYerton married Miss Mary E., daughter
<>f John and Mary A. (1\lcCann) Kelley. The
father died in \Vaterville, on April 30, 1903
<lnd the \vidow still resides there. Mrs. \Vool
verton \yas born in New Jersey, on December 9,
1873 and has the follo\ving brothers and sisters,
Edward F., John H., Joseph P. and James L.
.!vIr. and Mrs. \Voolverton are the parents of
the following named children: James M., born
on August 27, 1897; Irene L., born on Novem
ber 12, 1899; Ethel 1\1., born April 3, 1901.
All \vere born in \\'ateryille. Mr. \\'oolverton
is a member of the \\'. \ Y., and a broad-minded
and progressive man.

•••
EDDIE HOMER OGLE is one of the

younger agriculturists of Douglas county \vho
has met with remarkable success on account of
his industry and sagacity. He resides about a
mile southwest from \Vaterville, upon an estate
he purchased. \vhich is well imvro\'ed with good
residence. barns and so forth and is very pro
ducti\·e. He is known as a man of industry and
worth and stands exceptionally \\,ell in the com
munity. His place is \'ery neat and attractive
and shows forth the skill and taste of the
<>wner.

Eddie Homer Ogle was born in Republic
county. Kansas, on September 26, 1873. the son
<>f William and Susana (Jackson) Ogle, natives
<>f Indiana and Illinois, respectively. He re
cei\'ed his education in the district schools of
Nebraska and the high schools at Chester, in
that state, completing the same in this county.
At the age of eighteen. he engaged in work for
himself, giving his attention to farming. Later,
he homesteaded a quarter section. eighteen
miles southeast from \Vaterville. which he sold
and then purchased his place of one hundred
and twenty acres, mentioned above. ]\'[r. Ogle
11<1s the following brothers and sisters. Ira \V.,
Mrs. Clara E. Owens. and Nola C. At ]\'[oses
coulee. October 7', 19°1, Mr. Ogle married Miss
1\Iyrtle A.. daughter of Edward and Amanda
J. (Dodson) Owen. The father was a pioneer
<>f this county and now lives in Moses Coulee.
He is a native of Maine. The mother was born
in \Vest Virginia and died in the year 1894.
Mrs. Ogle \I"as born in Dayton, \Vashington,

on May 16, 1882 and has three brother d
. J S J santwo SIsters, ames ., ohn T. Edward Y "

. ' l\1" l\'!rs
Rachel E. HOrlng, and Mrs. Ellen A. Cun:
nmgham. On February 9, 1903, a daughter
was born to Mr. and Mrs. Ogle and was named
Eula MIldred.. Mr. ()gle IS a member of the
M. W. A. and l1l pohtlca1 matters is decidedl
independent. He in.an adherent of the Christia~
~hurch as IS also 1115 \\'lfe. They have labored
talthfully 111 tillS conntry and now enjoying
a goodly competence as the result of their years
of industrv.- • ••

ERNST KC;\E\IER is one of the heal"
iest property o\vners in Douglas county and it
is greatly to his credit. \\,hen we note the fact
that he came here with very limited means and
has gained his present princely holdings by his
O\\"n labor and \yisdom. Mr. Kummer resides
about two and one-half miles east of Water
\·ille. on his estate of eight hundred acres,
\\,hich is all laid under tribute to produce various
crops. He has a very fine residence, built of
brick containing ten rooms and supplied with
all modern conveni ences. He also has a fine
cellar thirty by thirty-two and his house is one
of the finest in the county. Other improve
ments. such as barns, wells. orchard, outbuild
ings, fences and so forth, enhance the value and
add to the beauty of the estate.

Ernst Kummer \\'as born in Blull1enau,
\Valdenburg. Germany, on March 17, 1848, the
son of John and Charlotte (Alter) Kummer,
natives of Germany. Our subject was educated
in the public schools and learned the wagon
maker's trade before he \\'as twenty years of
age. \Vhen twenty he joined the regu!ar army
and participated in the Franco-Prusslan war,
taking part in the battIes of Weisserburg,
\Vorth, Sedan and Metz. He was also at the
surrender of Paris. For three years, he faIth
fully followed martial life. then was discharged
at Dingnets in 1871. Hoffman Van Der Mtbby
\\"as the captain of our subject's company. In

, Ill' . nd1882. he came to Lasalle county, motS a
did general work there for three years. It \val
188~. that he settled in Doug-las connt\' an

., t sub-
since that he 11as been one of the moS .
stantial and prosperous farmers of the enttr~
countv. He has t\\"o brothers. Herman a

I
n
t. d the a-Rinehardt the former in Spokane an

ter in this' county. At Hosdorff, Germany. on
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S t mber 2, 1873, Mr. Kummer married
,.fi~SeCaroline,daughter of William and Johana
\\'eltz, natives of Germany: Mrs. Kummer
. born in Germany, on Apnl 8, 1856 and has

lIas . . d . H'
brother \¥llham, an one SIster, ennetta

one '
Hoffman. Mr. and Mrs. Kummer have be-
come the parents ?f the following ?amed chil
dren: Karl, born m Germany, Apn1 ~9, 1877;
Clara, wife of George BrodlUs, dIed m .North
port, October 7, 1897; Ida M., born Ill. G~r
many. March 14. 188o; Adfreda. born III I1lIllOls.
October 27, 1882, wife of Charles Fletcher now
liring in Waterville; Louisa, born in Montana,
~larch 27, 1885; Ernest K., born in this county,
October 10, 1886; Adilino, born in this county,
Aug-ust 8. 1889 and died on. December 17,
190'2: and Henry H., born in this county, April
IJ. 1892, living at home. Mr. and Mrs. Kum
mer are adherents of the Lutheran church.
Their children have been educated in the
schools at Waterville.

• • • •

WILLIAM OGLE is a well known and in
telligent farmer of Douglas county and resides
abollt two miles southwest from Waterville.
He was born in Fountain county. Indiana, on
February 16, 1847, the son of James C and
Elizabeth (Smith) Ogle, both natives of Ohio
and tillers of the soil. Our subject was edu
cated in the common schools of I1linois, to
gether with private instructions and remained
with his father until he arrived at his majority.
Then he commenced farming in Mercer county,
Illinois, for himself, where he remained for
eighteen years. After that, he removed to Re
public county, Kansas and continued in the
basic art of agriculture, taking up a homestead
and remaining there until 1889. In that vear,
he rel110ved to Douglas county and pre-en,.;pted
a quarter section seventeen miles east from
Watervil.le. Later he removed to his present
place which is a weIl improved farm. He does
general farming and stock raising- and is well
known as one of the substantial men of the
1:0111I11t111ity.

h Mr. Ogle had four brothers in the war.
; ree 111 the Thirtieth lJIinois and one in the
vorty-third. James was kiIled at Vicksburg;

th
an (heel at Fort Donelson' and Tohn died in
e h . l' '.

th fOS~Ita m Illinois. The other children of
De damJly are: Ruth. Sarah. Mary E., Joseph

.. eceased, Frank, Alexander C, Thomas N.,

Jasper C and Mrs. Emma Richardson. On
December 24, 1868, at Keithsburg, Illinois,
Mr. Ogle married Miss Susana, the daughter
of Joseph and Elizabeth Jackson, natives of
England and Kew Jersey, respectively. Mrs.
Ogle was born in Keithsburg, I1linois, April 4,
1854, and has the following brothers and sisters,
James H., John W., Mallon, and Mrs. Sarah F.
Owens. Mr. and Mrs. Ogle have become the
parents of the following children: Ira W., born
on June 25, 1871; Edward H., born September
26, 1873; Clara E., born March 17, 1879, now
the wife of Edward Owens and living in this
county; Nola C, born in this county, on Febru-
ary 3, 1892, living at home. \

Mr. Ogle and his wi fe belong to the Chris
tian church. They are highly respected people
and first class citizens.

• ••
GEORGE SHULTZ is one of the leading

and most prosperous farmers of Douglas coun
ty, as is evidenced by his achievements and his
holdings. His farm of nearly one quarter sec
tion lies about one mile northwest from \Vater
ville and is a model in every respect. It is laid
out wisely, cultivated skilfully and is a very
valuable estate. A good large residence of
modern design, commodious and substantial
barn, good fences. orchards and so forth em
bellish and beautify the place so that Mr.
Schultz's rural abode is one of the choicest to
be found.

George Shultz was born near Elgin, Illinois,
on April 21,1840, the son of Barney and Betsey
(Martel) Shultz. both natives of Pennsylvania.
The father fought under Captain Drake in the
\Var of 1812. ·Our subject was educated in the
common schools of Columbia county, Wiscon
sin and began life for himself at the age of six
teen. He did farming for fifteen years and in
1879, moved to Nebraska. settling in Burt
county. He bought one hundred and sixty
acres of land at five dollars per acre and twenty
three years later, 19°1, he sold the place for
sixtv dollars per acre. At that time. he moved
to Douglas county and bought three quarter
sections where he now lives. It was formerly
known as the Murray farm. In addition to
general farming and fruit raising, he raises
stock and has some Shorthorn cattle, among
which are some very good specimens.

Mr. Shultz has the following brothers and
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sisters. \Villiam. Mrs. Harriett Hammond,
Mrs. Olive Hidden and Mrs. Sarah Richards.

At Charles City, Iowa, on August 29, 1873,
Mr. Shultz married Miss Mary E., daughter of
Thomas and Julia (Rapp) 'Varner, natives of
\Visconsin and Pennsylvania, respectively.
Mrs. Shultz was born on December 10, 1853,
in \Visconsin. and has the following half broth
ers and sisters, her mother having married Mr.
Andrew McFarland. Andrew and Peter, twins,
Albert, Charles,\Villiam, Levi, and Martha.
To Mr. and Mrs. Shultz have been born the
following children: Emma R, wi fe of Ira C.
Richards. li"ing in Chelan county; George R,
Maude M. ; Louisa A. ; Authur R, and Norman
F. ; all li"ing at home.

Politically, Mr. Shultz is independent and
always selects his own man. He is a member of
the 1. O. O. F. and the M. W. A. He was
raised under the Presbyterian church but does
not adhere to 'any denomination at the present
time. Mr. Shultz is one of those progressive
and thrifty men, who always provide the best
of everything for their use and his farm is
supplied with the finest machinery and equip
ments that can be bought.

• ••
BARCLAY \Y. WHITEHALL has

demonstrated his ability to handle successfully
a large general farm, where he lives one mile
north from \Vaterville. For a number of veal'S,

o .

he has devoted himself to stock raising, farm-
ing and freighting, and has come to be one of
the prosperous men of Douglas county. The
property where he now lives, he purchased for
one thousand dollars. The same is now valued
at over four thousand dollars and has annuallv

o

produced abundant crops.
Barclay W. \Vhitehall was born in Foun

tain county, Indiana, on June 2, 1853. the son
of James and Elizabeth (Clark) Whitehall,
both natives of that county. The family moved
to Illinois when our subject was young and in
Mercer and Henderson counties of that state,
he received his education and remained there
until 1875. After that time, Mr. \Vhitehall
moved to Iowa and made settlement in Greene
county. For twenty-oneyears he was engaged
there in general farming and also taught school.
He taught six terms in the graded schools of
Illinois and Iowa and left a record as a first
class instructor. Desi ring to see the west an:l

ascertain its resources, Mr. \Vhitehall ca
W '11 h' d me toaterv! e, avmg rna e the trip overland f
I . h mm
owa WIt wagons. He started on April 12

1896 and four months later was in Dou la~
county. g

~r:lOng the improvements of Mr. White
halls tarm, may be mentIoned a good orcha d
besides first class buildings, fences and so for;h:
Mr. \Vhltehall has one SIster and four brother
Henry T .. Alva Curtis, Nicolas C, Charlie AS:
and Mrs. Carne Badger, deceased, .

N ear Scranton, Iowa, on December 5 1881
Mr. Whitehall married Miss Jennie G., daugh:
tel' of George W. and Isabel (Brock) Kuder
~ati\'es of Pennsylvania and Indiana, respect:
lvely, and early pIOneers 11l the state of Iowa.
Mrs. \Vhitehall was born in I11ionis, on Feb.
ruray 26, 1864 and has the following brothers
and si sters, Monroe M .. G. Frank, Arra B. and
Melissa C. Mr. and Mrs. \Vhitehall have be.
come the parents of the follow·i.ng children:
Effie K, born on November 13. 1883 in Greene
county, Iowa, later married to Charles F.
Wickers, and died March 29, 1904; Earl B.,
born in Greene county. Iowa, on July 22,1887;
Orla]., born in Greene county, Iowa, on Febru
ary 14, 1891; Lester L., born in Greene county,

, Iowa. April 14, 1894; Henry W., born in
Douglas county, \Vashington, June 8, 1898;
Maggie Mae. born in this county, on March !3.
1900; Etta Irene, born January 9, 1904; and
Pressie ].. born in Greene county, Iowa, July

I 27. 1885 and died May 29, 1900. M~. White
hall is active in the realm of politics and holds
strongly to the Populist principles, He and
his wife belong to the Seventh Day Church of
God.

• I •

JASPER GARLAND is one of the large
I stockmen of Douglas county, He is ~n ex'

emplification of what grit and determmatlOn
can do, as will be seen by reviewing his career.

Jasper Garland was born in A~exandna.

Louisiana, on April 19, 1847.. HIS. f,aih~
Hambleton Garland, was a natIve ot Nor
Carolina and marr'ed Miss Jane McNease, ~
native of Tennessee. Our subject was educ~~J
in the common schools of hIS natIve c~unt} ed
there remained until 1866, when he Journey d
west to Texas and dwelt in Henderson an

. f fifi~nKaufman counties of that state, 0: d
C 'I do anyears. Then he removed to 0 ora
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Utah and for two years did contract work on
th construction of the RI6 Grande & Denver
rafJroad. Following that, Mr. Garland settled
in Gilliam county, Oreg?fol and devoted himself
to ranching and stock raising. In 1888, he took
a larue band of sheep on shares and the follow
ing ;ear moved his sheep and other stock to
Douglas county and made settlement in the
\'icinity of Moses Lake. Adverse circumstances
accompanied his trip, while inclement weather
and other things continued, until Mr. Garland
had not a head left. Not being made of the
stuff, however, that gives way to discourage
ment, he immediately hired out for a sheep
herder for T. J. Ferguson and for five years
did that most tiresome and arduous work. He
saved his money and bought a band of sheep for
himself and now has over six thousand of these
profitable animals. In addition, Mr. Garland
OWllS three quarter sections pf fine land, five
miles west of Coulee City, where he makes his
headquarters. He has a good range and his
sheep are the Merino breed. His markets are
Seattle and Spokane. In addition to sheep; Mr.
Garland has a fine band of ho'rses and some
cattle.

The marriage of Mr. Garland and Miss
Eveline Holbrook occurred in Kaufman county,
Texas, on September 10, 1874. The parents
of Mrs. Garland are Amerous and Seline
(Dunn) Holbrook, natives of Mississippi.
Mrs. Garland was born in Louisiana in March,
1852 , and has one brother, Albert and one sis
ter, Mrs. Martha McAdams. Mr. Garland has
one brother, Marion. To this union the fol
lowing children have been born, ,Mrs. Minnie

, McDonough, Jasper, Albert M., Grover c., and
Charles C. The first two were born in Texas,
the third in Idaho, the next in Oregon, and the
last III Coulee City. '

. Mr. Garland is a member of the A. F. & A.
M. and in church matters favors the Method
IStS.

•••

HIRAM H. HUTTON is one of the well
known, business men of Coulee City and is
handling a large lumber yard where he hasb . ,
een I~ business for the past twelve years.

HIram H. Hutton was born in Saint Clair
~unty. Michigan on June II 1868 the son'
01 W'! . , .,

. I ham H. and Mary J. (Higgins) Hutton,
natIves of New York state. The father fought

for the union in the Civil \VaT and sustains a
fine record as a soldier. Our subject was edu
caled in the public schools of his native and
Lapeer counties, and remained in Michigan
until he was twenty. Then he went west to
Chicago and there was in the railway tele
graphic service for two years. He was with
the Grand Trunk until 1888, when he came
on west and entered the employ of the North
ern Pacific. Among olher places he served at
Cheney and Rathdrum. He then went to Cou
lee City, and soon started a con fectionery store.
In 1892 he sold this enterprise and started a
s~loon and a lumber yard and has operated both
Since.

Mr. Hutton has the following named broth
ers and sisters, Frank, Emmett J., \Villiain \V."
Cassius A., Angus P., H. \Vells and Mrs. Etta'
Clayton.

The marriage of Mr. Hutton and Miss
Asdie M. Salisbury was celebrated at Spokane,
on March I. 1897. Mrs. Hutton's parents are
natives of Iowa. She has one brother. Earl,
living in The Dales. Oregon. To Mr. and Mrs.
Hutton, the following named children have
been born: Lena M., on March 2, 1898; Henry
L., on January 2, H)OO; Zelia M., on July 4,
1902. All are natives of Coulee City.

• ••

FREDERICK J. JOHNSON is one of the
younger men of Douglas county, who has
gained an especial distinction in the business
world, owing to the fact that he has won his
success by reason of intelligence and wisdom
that place him among the leading operators in
this part of the state. He is a lumber dealer
in Coulee City at the present time, and handles,
in connection therewith, paints, oils, glass, wall
paper and so forth. He has done a very exten
sive business since coming here, handling over
eight million feet of lumber alone.

Frederick J. Johnson was born at Howard
Lake, Minnesota, on December 30, 1869. His
parents were John A. and Katherine (Stoltz)
Johnson, natives of England and Germany, re
spectively, and now living in Lincoln county,
Washinglon.

, Our subject was educated in the schools
of \Vright county. Minnesota and the Blair
Business College of Spokane. In 1887 he
moved to Lincoln county and settled just north
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from Davenport, where he engaged in saw
milling, also handled a planing mill. He con
tinued with marked success there until about
two years since, ",hen he opened his present
business in Coulee City. Since that time, he
has done remarkably well here and is consid
ered now one of the very prosperous and sub
stantial business men of the town. Mr. John
son sold his milling interests before he came
to Coulee City. He also owns one-half section

•

of land, which is \\'ell improved and devoted
to stock and general farming, the stock con.
sisting of cattle and horses. The land lies
mostly northwest from Coulee City.

Mr. Johnson had two brothers and three
sisters. William ]., Eugene A., Mrs. Lucretia
\·Veygant, Mrs.' Viola \Vest, Mrs. Blanche
Bernard.

The marriage of Mr. Johnson and Miss
Katie McGillivray occurred at Cheney, on May
13. 1895. Mrs. Johnson's parents are Neil
and Sarah (McCloud) McGillivray. natives of
Canada. She was born in Canada. on Septem
ber 12. 1878 and has the following brothers
and sisters. Tohn. Neil, Mrs. Christopher Phar,
and Mrs. Mary Ledgerwood. To our subject
and his wife. the following children have been
born: Valentine F .. on February 17, 1896;
Merle K.. on January 27. 1898; and Raymond
in January, 1901. They are all natives of
Lincoln county. Mr. Johnson is possessed of
the. happy faculty of winning friends and his
genialty has' made him the center of a large
circle of admirers. He is a prominent and
upright citizen and Coulee City is to be con
gratulated in gaining him as one of her prom
inent residents.

•••
GEORGE M. McDONALD has won a

brilliant success in the mercantile world in
Douglas county and it is with pleasure we ac
cord him representation in the work which
chronicles the history of this interesting poli
tical di vision. He has come to the front. not
bv re'lSon of anv "streak of luck." as is so often. .
hurled at leading men. but has won the present
position by dint of hard labor. steac!y appli
cation to business. and display of keen discrim
ination and business sag-acity. He has always
shown uprightness and integrity in his deal
ings and has thus won the confidence of the
people, which is richly deserved.

, George M. McDonald was born in Decat
county, Iowa, on FebruarY'26, 1857, being t~r
son of William McDonald, who was born .e

I Ohio but came as a pioneer to Iowa. Befo~~
coming to the Hawkeye State he married a'
Ohio girl, Neoma Montgomery and when th~
awful Rebel!Jon broke out he tore himself from
his home and enlisted in the Twenty-fourth
Iowa Volunteer Infantry, to fight for his COun
try. He was put in the hospital later and there
died, giving his life for his flag. Our subject
was educated m Iowa and there remained en
gaged variously until 1881 when he came to
Harrington, Kansas. For two years he did a
Ii \'ery business there and then sold and traveled
until 1887, when he settled at Medical Lake,
\Vashington. One year later he did building in
Spokane. whence he came to Almira and
opened a lumber yard and' feed store. One
year later Mr. McDonald located in Coulee
City and started' a feed and implement store.
For two years this engaged him and then
he added a general stock of merchandise
and at once began to do a large ,and thriving
business. For eleven years he has con-

•
tinued in this business nd has come
to be second to no mercantile house in
the county. Early in 1903, 1\1r. McDonald
sold the hardware and grocery departments of
his business to DeBolt & McCann, and con
tinued handling dry goods and gents' furnish
ings together with boots and shoes until re
cently he added a grocery and hardware de
partments. Mr. McDonald has shown excel
lent wisdom in selecting- and buying his goods
to meet the needs of this section and herein
lies much of his success. In addition to the
enterprises mentioned. Mr. McDonald buys
much wheat independently and does well in sel!
ing to the general market. Politically. he IS

decidedly independent and although often so
licited to hold office he. has absolutely refused
to allow his name to appear on any ticket.

Mr. McDonald has two brothers. Albert T.,
,and Tohn VV'.. and one half-sister. Mary L.

At Spokane. in 1900. Mr. McDonald mar;
ried Miss Tosephine Bonner. a d'lUg-hter a

, thePeter and Margaret (\Vh'llan) Bonner.
former a native of Holvoke. Massachusetts.

. . She
and the latter of Milwaukee. vVlsconslD..
has the following named brothers and SIS~~'

I Mrs. Marv Marlow, Thom'ls James. Mrs. : e
r


lie Sora~e. William S .. Mrs. Isabella Car ,
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Mrs. Catherine Hagey, Fred M., Frank R.,
;nd Grace. Mr. and Mrs. McDonald have no
children of their own, but one adopted daugh
ter Beulah D., born May 26, r900.

'Mr. McDonald is fraternally connected
with the A. F. & A. M. and the 1. O. O. F.
and is a leading spirit in the county.

•••

HON. DANIEL PAUL is one of the best
known men in Douglas county. He resides in
Coulee City and has the distinction of being
the first man who settled permanently on land
here. He owns about one thousand acres of
land and is principally engaged in stock raising.
and has continued steadily in the business 'since
the early days of the eighties and has been suc
cessful.

Daniel Paul was born in county Antrim,
Ireland, on November r2, 1849, being the son
of Andrew and Margaret (Murray) Paul. na
tives of Ireland. Daniel Ivas well educated in
the public schools in his native country and
there remained until he was nineteen. when he• •

migrated to the United States. Settlement \I'as
made in Maryland ,and for five years he was
engaged in general Ivork. Then he came on
to Montana and for several years was engaged
in mining. His work was near Cedar creek
and during the latter portion of his stay in that
state, he was engaged in the stock business and
also was proprietor of a large butcher shop in
l'l'lissollla. He continued in this latter business
nntil '1883 when he came farther west to Doug
las county, in vVashington. Soon after com
Ing here, and in fact from the very beginning,
he engaged in the stock business and in r885
located a pre-emption. Soon thereafter he took
a homestead which is his home at the present
time. Mr. Paul is a man possessed of the
happy ability to adapt himself to the conditions
and environments with which he is in touch
and thus he has made a special success in the
hnes of enterprise taken up in this county.
In 1896 the people of thiS county decided to
send Mr. Paul to the legislature and conse
quently he was chosen for the upper house.
He held several important committee positions,
among which may be mentioned those of live
stOCk, agriclutural and railroads. Mr. Paul's
;esourceiulness. his large fund of general in
ormation and his thorough acquaintance with

what the people needed, coupled with his in
tegrity which is always unswerving, amply
fitted him to do good work for his constituents
in the legislature.

. It is interesting to note that when Mr. Paul
first came to this country, he was obliged to
travel clear to Spokane for supplies and mail
which was one of the obstacles the early set
tlers had to contend with. His cattle have
always been of good breeds and now he has
all grades. He finds market in the leading
centers ane! does his own shipping.

IVlr. Paul has one sister, Mrs. Maggie Mar
tin, residing Il'ith him at Coulee City. Fra
ternally, he is affiliated with the Elks.

•••

THOMAS PARRY is the present ef
ficient and genial encumbent of the post office
at Coulee City. He received his appointment
in r897 and has held the position since, to the
entire satisfaction of the patrons of the office.
NIr. Parry is a thorough business man and in
company with Mr. Roberts handled one of the
first machine shops in this vicinity. He is
now heavily interested in land and sheep rais
ing, being one of the prosperous men of Doug
las county. Thomas P. was born in Denbigh
shire, North \Vales, on May 16, 1861, the son
of Edward and Ann Morgan Parry, natives
of 'Vales. He was educated in the
National schools of his native land and
there remained until he grew to manhood.
1882 marks the date when he first set
foot in the 1:nited States, and he soon
selected Mazon. Grundy county, lllinois, as
the place for his settlement and for two
years he was occupied there in tilling the soil.
In r884. he came to Sprague, Lincoln county
and engaged as lriper in the round house there.
He worked his way up until he became en
gineer and remained with the Northern Pacific·
railroad until r889. Then he entered part
nership with George R. Roberts and opened a
general merchandise establishment at McEntee,
the firm being known as Roberts & Parry.
They did a large business there until r895,
and then dissolved partnership, Mr. Parry go
ing into business for himself. He did a con
fectionary and drug business until appointed
to the post office and since has devoted himself
to the office, together with his land and stock
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interests. M r. Parry has four brothers and
one sister, all living in Wales.

At Sprague, on November 2, 1887 occurred
the marriage of Thomas Parry and Miss Eliz
abeth E. Roberts. The parents of the bride
are Robert G. and Elizabeth (Williams) Rob
erts, natives of \:Vales and now li\·ing in this
country. Mrs. Parry has five brothers and
four s(sters, named as follows, George R., Rob
ert D.. John, David, James, Sarah, Mrs. Ellen
Rhyddarch. ~-1rs. Mariem Muir, and Mary.
To 1\1r. and Mrs. Parry, the following children
ha\'e been born, Esther A., Edith F., Lila S.,
and George S.

1\1r. Parry does not belong to any denom
ination but is a supporter of all. He is known
as a very energetic and stirring man and one of
the upright and sagacious business men who
have done much for the country.

•••

FRA:\"CIS W. McCAN:\T is a member of
the firm of De Bolt & McCann, who do a nice
business in the hardware and grocery line in
Coulee City. Mr. McCann is one of the pio
neers of the county and is a first class business
man, \\'ell known, and popular.

Francis \V. McCann was born in Luzerne
county. Pennsylvania. on April 7. 1867, and
his father, \Villiam McCann was also a native
of the Keystone State and served in the Seven
teenth Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavalry for
three years and eight months during the Civil
war, being an excellent soldier. He is now a
member of the G. A. R. After the war, he
went to Colorado, mining and made a fortmle.
Later, he wrought in the Transvaal diamond
and gold fields of Africa and accumulated a
large amount of money. He then set sail for
his native land and when in sight of it, the
steamer was wrecked and he lost all his money.
Both parents are now residing in \Vyoming.

Mr. McCann married Miss Margaret A.
Day, a native of Pennsylvania and our subject
was the only child. He was educated in the
schools of Pennsylvania, Nebraska. and Doug
las county, \Vashington, having the distinction
of attending the first school in this county. It
was located about seven miles north of Hart
line ancl taught by C. C. Ladd. Following are
the names of the other pupils who attended the I
same school: Edward and William Day; AI-

mira, Effie, Earl, and Elizabeth Rusho' Est
Higginbotham; Henry Elmer; Ada, Ella, an~
KItty Rusho; James, Lucy and William Smith'
Edwin and Ida Young. He was onlv eleve'
when the family went fromPennsylvanta to N:~
braska and from that state, they journeved to
this county, landing here on September 16
1883. Settlement was made about seven mile~
north from Hartline and there he remained
until he attained his majority. In 1889, Mr.
McCann took an active part in political matters
and became deputy sheriff under Frank Day,
the first elected sheriff in the county under the
state constitution. Later, he was nominated
for sheriff but was swept aside by the popu
listic wave and served as deputy sheriff under
ChaTles Ogle. In 1900, Mr. McCann was
elected on the Fusion ticket as county clerk,
by a small majority, over J. W. Wolverton,
the Republican. He sen'ed in this capacity,
with satisfaction to all, until January, 1903,
when he entered into his present business,
forming a co-partnership with Mr. De Bolt, who
is named in another part of this work.

On May 13. 1896, Mr. :\IcCann married
Miss Mary E .. daughter of John C. and Sarah
(Bro\\"l1ing) Higginbotham. Mrs. McCann
was born in Missouri, on July 3. 1878 and has
four brothers and two sisters, James F., Mar
shall. George, Thomas. Mrs. Lecta Drinkard,
and Sallie. To our subject and his wife, three
children have been born, Ralph W., Frances
F.. and John C.

Mr. McCann is an adherent of the Roman
Catholic church, while in political matters, he
maintains an independent position. He is very
acti ve in the interests of the community and
is known as a progressi\'e and capable man,

• ••

ALBERT W. DE BOLT is one of the
pioneer settlers of Douglas county and is noW
handling a large mercantile establishment m
Coulee City. He has been active !n varIOUS
other capacities here and won especIal dlstme
tion in different lines as will appear in recount
ing the salient points of his career. "Mr. De

. . Dou"lasBolt IS as well known as any man 111 "

county. being distinguished" by his energy,
strength of purpose, and spirit. He was,~~
in Fayette county, Indiana, on May.26, I ~
the son of Joseph and Ann E. (Slh'ey)
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Bolt, natives of Pennsylvania and Ohio, re
s ecti\·ely. The father was a stock dealer and
p a member of the legislature for two terms,

lIas . 1 '0 b'f m his county, In t le seventies. ur su Ject
r~s fayored with a high school education in
~afayette county, Missouri, whither the fam
ily had removed when he was ten years of age.
In 1877, he journeyed thence .to Linn county,
Oregon making a stop there at one year. The
next m~\'e was to the vicinity of Pullman in
Whitman county, this state, being a pioneer
settler there, He was occupied for a decade
in farming and in 1887 came to Douglas
count\' settling near Bridgeport. He engaged. ,
in the stock business and also took government
land to \I'hich he added by purchase until he
has one thousand acres. For thirteen years,
Mr. De Bolt pursued the labors of farmer and
stock raiser with abundant success. In 1903.
he remoyed from the farm to Coulee City and
opened a grocery and hardware store, handling
also farming implements and vehicles. He
has been favored with a fine patronage from
the start and carries a large stock of goods.

While Mr. De Bolt was residing on the
ranch, he was very active in breaking up the
bands of cattle thieves which infested the coun
try and was occupied as justice of the peace for
eight years by an appreciative public. On ac
count of his persistency in following the thieves,
he was elected sheriff of Douglas county in
1<)00, defeating J. D. Logan, the Republican
candidate by a majority of one hundred and
fifty-two. Mr. De Bolt went for cattle thieves
in such a manner that the county became well
nd of them and he deserves the credit and
praise of eYery property owner in the county
of Douglas as well as central \\Tashington.
H,s fearlessness, his keenness. and his deter
mination. have won for him a fine name as well
as. enabling him to do untold good f9r the
CitIzens of this county. ""Vhen the notorious
Tracy crossed the Columbia. Mr. De Bolt or
ganized a posse and took up the trail from
which he never varied until he assisted to sur
round the outlaw in the wheat field near Cres
ton,

. Mr. De Bolt has the following brothers and
~ters. Henry A., Charles C, Herman. Frank.
- rhs, Flora Younger and Mrs. Elizabeth \""hit
lla ,

£1' The marriage of Mr. De Bolt and Miss
Izabeth Lowery, was celebrated in Whitman

county, on December I, 1878 and to them have
been born five children, Lulu F., in \Vhitman
county, on January 10, 1881; lone, in \Vhit
man county, on January 23, 1883'; \Vilmer, in
Whitman county, on October 4, 1887; Leslie,
in this county, near Bridgeport, on November
17, 1890; and On'i1le, in this county, on May
16, 1895. Mrs. De Bolt was born in Illinois,
on January 25. 1865. Her father \\'as David
Lowery, a nati\'e of Illinois and pioneer to
\Vhitman count\'. She has two brothers and

~

one sister, George, John. and Mrs. Harriet Ris-
ley. Mr. and Mrs. De Bolt are adherents of
the Presbyterian church and they are very sub
stantial and estimable people.

,

•••

DANIEL TWIKING is one of the lead
ing business men in Coulee City. \\'here he op
erates a coal and wood office. He has also dealt
extensi\'elv in wheat and land and has done
business all over the Big Bend country.

Daniel Twining was born in Pembrock
shire, \Vales. on October 20, 1854, the son of
Thomas and Margaret (Jones) T\\·ining. both
natives of \Vales. The father was a sawyer
by trade. Our subject recei\'ed his educational
training in the common school of Carmathen
shire and learned the trade of hammerman,
\\'hen he had grown to manhood. In 1882, he
came from \\'ales to the 'Cnited States and at
once set to \\'ork with zest to car\'e a fortune
in the new \\'orld, Affer spending one winter
in Illinois. he came on \\'est \\'ith the true pio
neer spirit, settling in Sprague. Lincoln county.
For some time he was occupied yariously there
and then journeyed to near \I'here Almira is
now located, \\' here he selected a homestead.
After residing there five years he came to Mc
Entee and took a pre-emption on \\'hich he now
resides. It is \\'ell impro\'ed and supplied with
running water. Mr. Twining has improved
'the place in good shape and in addition to
handing it to general crops is also raising cat
tle. He has a fine bancl of stock and is one of
the prosperous men in these lines. In addition
to these enterprises. Mr. Twining is doing an
excellent trade in coal. wood and ice. besides
handling- the butcher business.

At Spokane. on March 17, 1888. Mr. Twin
'ing married Miss Ann Howell, the daughter
of John and Mary (Evans) Howell, natives of
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Wales, Mrs, Twining was born in Carmar
then, Wales, on February 17, 1859, and died in
Coulee City, on February 28, 1903, Mrs.
Twining had one sister, Jane Llewellyn. Five
children were born to this marriage: Thomas
H., on June 19, 1889; Alfred J., on March 25,
1891; Daniel C, on November 29, 1893; Wen
deline A., on May 19, 1895; William L., on
July 3, 1897. Mrs. Twining was a good
woman and had the love and high esteem of
all who knew her. Mr. Twining was a mem
ber of the Foresters and was raised under the
influence of the Baptist church. He was elected
justice of the peace but declined. He holds
the office of county road supervisor. He was
one of the pioneer settlers of this vicinity and
has always shown a progressive spirit and la
bored for the improvement and upbuilding of
the community.

• ••
WELLER EMRICK is an agriculturist,

living about five miles northwest from \Vater
ville, who has manifested rare executive ability,
together with thrift and industry in his labors
in Douglas county. He is a man of consider
able property, stands well in the community and
is well and favorably known.

\iVeller Emrick was born in Preble county,
Ohio, on March 28, 1853. the son of Jacob and
Lavina (Enoch) Emrick. natives of Berks
county, Pennsylvania, and Ohio, respectively.
The district school of his native place furnished
our subject his educational training and when
the family moved to Missouri, in 1866, he went
also. They settled in Cass county and engaged
in farming. For twenty years our subject re
mained under the parental roof, then started in
life for himself. He went to Cowley county,
Kansas, in 1875, where he bought land and for
eleven years devoted himself to the basic art of
agriculture. Then he went with a co-operative
colony to 1\1exico, J opolobampD, Sinaloa, being
their postoffice. He remained there six years
and was superintendent of agriculture for one
year. From there, he came to vVashington and
settled in Douglas county, where he now re
sides. He at first purchased one quarter section
but later added as much more. His farm pro
duces abundant crops of wheat, oats as weir as
of vegetables and fruit. Mr. Emrick has im
proved his farm in excellent shape and has a
very comfortable rural abode. So well satis-

, -
fied is he with the Big Bend country he d I
that this shall be the place in which' he shecl~res
main until death calls him hence. a re-

Mr. Emrick has the following brother d
sisters, Leander, Malvina and Marilus

s
an

lldwelling in Missouri. On July I 187' a
M · . ME' k '5, InIssoun, r. mnc married Miss Samantha
daughter of James and Delilah (Jackso '
Blakely, natives of Virginia and Missouri n~
spectively. Mrs. Emrick was born in C're

M · . F ass
county, • Issoun, on ebruary 16, 1857. To
Mr. and Mr.s. Emrick have been bom four chil
dren, Ove; III Cowley county, Kansas, on Sep
tember 8, 1878;. H. Hampton, on July 14.
1881; Reuben E., In Cowley county, Kansas, on
Apnl 19, 1885; and Dora E., September 23,
1888, and now deceased. The three children
living are at home. Mr. Emrick is well enough.
posted on the issues of the day, that he does not
tie himself to any party but mani fests an inde
pendent position in political matters.

• • ••

LEONARD SCHNEIDER has a fine es
tate of five hundred and sixty acres; about seven
miles northeast from \iVaterviIle, which is his
home at the present time. He has been knOlrn
as one of the leading agriculturists in this sec
tion of the country for a number of years. on
account the thrift displayed in the care of his
farm and -the sagacity in his business life.

Leonard Schneider was born in Racine
county, \Visconsin, on February 12, 1860. the
son of Godthart and Margaret (Jacobs) Schnei
der, natives of Germany and immigrants to the
United States in 1856. Our subject was edu
cated in Racine county, Wisconsin, and Blue
Earth county, Minnesota, whither he came With
his parents. He remained at home until twen
ty-one years of age, then started out for him
self without a dollar in his pocket. For two
years he worked on a neighboring farm; for
eighteen dollars per month and in 1883, Jour
neyed west to Garfield county, Washingto~.
He took a pre-emption there, which he sold 10'

1888. It was 1885, that Mr. Schneider took a
homestead about nine miles northeast of Water..
ville, which land he sold to his brother recentl~.
Mr. Schneider then took up his residence on~_
wife's homestead and to which he has add 11

' d' aby purchase as stated a?ove. The Ian ISnd-
first c1ass"and is well cultIvated. He has abu
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f horses for farm work, and raises good

ance 0 hbred cattle and Poland China hogs.
thoroug. f' II' d
~r. Schneider IS a ~an 0 . ~nte Igence? goo
. d ent and executIve ablhty, whIch IS very
JU gmnt 'from the success he has attained byappare .
h· J bors in Douglas county. Mr. SchneIder
Isa d' Jhhas the following brothers an slster~, 0 n,

Phillip, Joseph, Anthony, Mrs. Cather.me Ber
. er Mrs. Mary Rubanzer, Mrs. Anl1le Foster109 , .
and Mrs. Agnes RIchter. .

Mr. Schnieder married at vVatervllle, on
October 20, 1897, Mrs. Mary E. L~ngacre, be
coming his wife at that time. :,he IS a daugh
ter of Richard G. S. and Ehzabeth (Pl~tS)

Burke. natives of Kentucky. Mrs. SchneIder
was born in Johnson county, Missouri, on
March 20, 1861, and has the following named
brothers and sisters, Mrs. Marcella F. Blewins,
James P.. John H., Frederick S .. \tVarren A.,
Richard W., Isaac N. and Frances M .. twms,
Mrs. Lou A. Lauderman, Mrs. Laura C. Mor
ris. Mrs. Flora G. Taylor and Mrs. Sarah L.
Allison. By her former marriage Mrs. Schnei
der had three children, Willis R., James W.,
and Edmond G.

Mr. and Mrs. Schneider have become the
parents of three children, Benjamin F., Laura
1., and Frederick L.

Mr. Schneider is a member of the Roman
Catholic church while his wife is a Baptist.

• ••

WILLIAM DOMRESE is to be classed
as one of the pioneers of Douglas county. Since
the early days when the prairies were without
human habitation and when many hardships
had to ~ borne by those who sought homes in
thiS secllon, and until the present time. :Mr.
Domrese has devoted himself steadily to the
labors of upbuilding and improving. His pres
ent fine holding has been gained as the result
of hiS mdustry and he is to be addressed as one
of the leading citizens of the countv.

William Domrese was born in P-russia on
Ma.rch 26, 1844, the son of Carl and L~ttie
(Lltchew) Domrese. both natives of Prussia.
They came to the United States in 1860. settling
In Ch'Icago. Before leaving the old country.
our subject had begun his education and con
:InUed the same in the Garden State, until nine
l~~ In that year, being 1863, he enlisted at

ago m the United States navy. He was on
41

the Monitor, Osage, Naid, Onichita, Fairplay
and Neosho, and received his honorable disc..
charge at Mound City, Illinois, on August 17,.
1867. He had participated in the Mississippi
campaign under Admiral Porter and was at
New Orleans. Vicksburg and Baton Rouge_
~e was wounded while on the ~aid by a glanc
mg shell, which kept him in the hospital for five
months. Following his discharge, he returned
to Chicago and there remainned for six months,
during which time occurred the Chicago fire_
In 1873, he removed to \Vinona county, Min
nesota. where his residence was for seven years,.
during \I'hich time he was engaged in carpen
tering and building. From that city, he jour
neyed to Stafford county. Kansas, and contin
ued the same business. and among the different
edifices erected bv him were the school house
and court house ~t St. John.

In 1884. Mr. Domrese provided himself
with teams and wagons and crossed the plains
to vVashington, consuming six months in the
journey. It \I'as in October when he landed in
Douglas county and he took by squatter's right
a place near the old tOl\'l1 of Okanogan. which
was six miles east from where \Vaterville now
stands. After a short residence there. he re
moved to where Mr. Teller now lives, but onlY'
remained a few months. In 1886, he took up <lI.

pre-emption and timber cluture, which was a
nucleus of his present estate, which lies about
seven miles northeast from \Vaten·ille. To
that one-half section. he has added as much
more by purchase and the whole section of land
is one of the finest farms to be found anywhere.
in this region. It has been brought to a high
state of cultil'ation and is I'ery productive. This'
estate is supplied with good buildings and Im
provements.. Mr. Domrese has a nice band of
cattle and in addition to farming and stock
raising he has done considerable contracting
and building in \Vaterville and other places,
since settling here.

Politically. Mr. Domrese has always been
active and was one of the first delegates from
this countv to the Republican convention at• •

Seattle. Our subject has two brothers and one
sister. Herman. Edward and Mrs. Lena Nhels.

At Chicago. in 1872. Mr. Domrese married
Miss Helen. daughter of Carl H. and Albertine
(Braun) Zachow, natives of Prussia and now
living in Chicago. Mr. Zachow was an acti\'e
educator in the school room for fity-two years.
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In April, 1903, he came on a visit to his daugh
ter here in Douglas county and here passed
from earth to the life beyond, after having
spent eighty-eight years and eight months so
faithfullv in noble labors. Mrs. Domrese was
born in Prussia on January 2 I, 1854, and has
one brother and three sisters, John, Mrs. Anna
Knobelsdorff, Mrs. Louisa Bollman and Miss
:Matilda Tacobson. To Mr. and Mrs. Domrese,

•
the following children have been born; Charles
A .. in \Vinona county, Minnesota, April 7,
1874: Adele K .. in \\'inona county, Minnesota,
on June 27, 1876, now the wife of \Villiam
McKay; Louis E., in \Vinona county, Minne
sota. on August 29, 1877; Henry]., in Kansas,
on December 23. 1882; Lucy M., in Douglas
county, March 27. 1885; Lilly D., in this COUll

ty, on July 8, 1892; and Bernice A., in this
county on September 5. 1893.

Mr. Domrese is an active member of the G.
A. R .. and he and his wife are communicants
at the Lutheran church. In his labors and walk
in this county and else\yhere he has always

•

ShOW~l marked integrity and sound principles,
coupled with industry and sagacity, which have
won for him, not only an enviable position in
this community but also a fine competence in
this world's goods.

•••

ORVILL CLARK is one of the pioneers of
Douglas county and resides now on his place
about a mile south from \VaterviJle, where he
settled in 1884. He has improved the farm well
and in addition to raising di versified crops, has
given his attention to raising horses.

Oryill Clark was born in Ann Arbor, Mich
igan. on May 18. 1838, the son of Elias S. and
Marv A' (Fletcher) Clark. natives of New
York and Canada, respectively, and descendants
of old colonial stock. Mr. Clark was educated
in the public schools of his native state and at
the age of ninetee:l, went to work for himself.
He operated his farm in Michigan until 1878.
then started to California to seek his health. He
got no farther than Laramie, Wyoming, and·
there remained for one year. Being improved.
he returned to Michigan, sold his property and
journeyed to Colorado. After tilling the soil
for sometime in that state, he went on to San
Francisco and thence m~de his way to Spokane.
It was on March 30, 1884, that Mr. Clark took

his present place by a squatter's right d'
h . h h b an SIncet at tIme e as een one of the steady labore

for progress and development of thl's rs
M C county

r. lark has four brothers and t\vo· .
Albe SIsters

rt, Andrew c.. L. Frank, Russell AM'
Adeline Raymond, and Mrs. Manda~" ~Is.
Pettv. y ..

•

At Stockbridge, Bingham county 111' h. S b ,IIC
Ig~n, on eptem er 4, 1859, Mr. Clark married
MISS Adelll1e Carr. a nati,'e of Wheatfield in
the same county. Her parents were William
and Mary Carr, descendants from early colon' I
stock. The fruit of this union is Scott E. bo,a
in \Vheatfield, Michigan, now a farmer in' Cli~
ton, that state; Floyd B., born in DeWitt Clin
ton county, Michigan, also residing il; that
s.tate; ~IoraA., born in Gilford, Michigan, now
hnng m thIS county, the wife of Michael Mc
Grew an engineer. Mr. Clark has held various
offices in places where he has lived and is a man
of energy and good judgment.

It is of interest in an article of this kind to
note that Mr. Clark had a fuJI share of the trials
and adversities with the struggling pioneers
contemporary with him. in opening this country
and securing a support for himself and his fam
ily. Provisions could only be had in Spokane,
one hundred and fiftv miles distant. Other

•
places nearer were simply little supply points
where goods were brought to from Spokane and
other places on the railroad and the prices were
greatly in excess of those ruling in Spokane.
Consequently men of limited means could do
no better than to take their rigs and make the
trip to Spokane, "'hence they freighted their
supplies to their claims. Mr. Clark had his part
in this and it would take thirteen days and
nights to make the journey and while out he
never slept in a house. Those days are past and
now he has the prosperity that his wise labors
deserve.

• ••

HENRY PRANGE. If one-fourth of the
hardships endured and labors performed and
the suffering undergone by the pioneers were
written books would be multiplied in an untold

, . tact
degree. It is only when one comes In can
with real pioneers, and face to face with tht
actual conditions as they exist that he can rea
ize these things. Douglas county has been no
exception to pioneer history and many couldt
peat tales of actual experience stranger t an
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fiction. We are please? t~ have ~he privilege of
recording some of the .Incldents In ~he c~ree~ of
the subject of thiS article, \Vh?, With his faith
ful wife. has labored most aSSiduously and has
gained, also,. a very brilliant and gratifying suc
cess. in willch latter, every one, who· knows
thei~ history, will take great pleasure. Henry
Prange was born in H.anover, Germany, on
June 10. 1854. His parents, John and Annie
(PrilTlTe) Prange, were also natives of Han
o,'er.""He was educated in the public schools of
his nati,'e place and there remained until 1882
lI'hen he came to the United States, settling in
South Dakota. He did general work there for
a lI'hile and then farmed for five years. In
1888 he came to Douglas county and took a pre
emption near his present homestea{1 which lies
about t\\'o miles southeast from Farmer. He
also took a pre-emption. He went to Kittitas
county and worked to get money to move his
family on the claim and then came hither with-them. 1\1r. Prange was forced to ,york out to
gain food for the family and his wife cared for
the place, On Sundays, he would come home
and haul a supply of water for the week from a
well nine miles distant then return to his ,york
on Sunday night. During these times, his
,rife cut fifteen acres of grain with a knife and
so industrious \\'as she that she sa"ed the entire
amount. Such faithful labors as these could
but gain success. Although both were beset
with many adverse circumstances, they have
steadily climbed up the grade until now they
are among the most prosperous people in Doug
las county, To the claim they have added one
half section by purchase and now they have a
magnificent estate of one section, with good
reSIdence, large barn, plenty of water and all
other Improvements necessary. In addition to
fanning, they handle fine graded cattle and also
good horses. The farm is supplied with the lat
:st ImprO"ements in machinery. Everything
bout the premises, from the broad acres to

erery part of the house, s.hows a real industry
thnft and prosperity. Mr. Prange has three
brothers and two sisters in Germanv while his
wlf h -
G

e as one brother and four half-sisters in
ennany. '

p In South Dakota on May 6, 1883, Mr.
range married Miss Annie, daughter of Cars

t~nHnd Kathrina (Schreider) Prange, natives
~ . anOI'er, Germany. To this union the fol
OlVmg children .have been born; Annie c., in

South Dakota, March 27, 1884; William John
Henry, in South Dakota, on August I I, 1885;
Otto A. J., in South Dakota, on December II,

1887; John H., in Ellensburg, on March 20,
1890; Emma M., in Douglas county, on May
13, 1893; \Villiam H., in Douglas county, on
October I I, 1895; and Maria M., in Douglas
county, on February 23, 1898.

In their labors to gain prosperity in tem
poral things, Mr. and Mrs. Prange have not
forgotten the true spirit Ii fe and are devoted
members of the Lutheran church. Mr. Prange
is fully satisfied ,yith the country of his adop
tion and feels, also, that his choice of Douglas
county has not been a mistake. It is a pleasure
to note that he has made another valuable citi
zen to the land of the Stars and Stripes, coming
from the land which has given us so many of
sturdy worth.

• ••

OLE RT..i'CD is one of the most substantial
men of Douglas county, and perhaps no other
settler is as ,yell known in his section of the
country as he. Doubtless, too, no other man in
\Vashington is as ,,'ell acquainted with Doug
las county as Mr. Ruud. Since 1884 he has
been sun'eyor of the county and although he is
a Republican in politics. and his name appears
on that ticket, still he is the recipient of the con
fidence of all parties and has given a general
and thorough satisfaction during his long term
of seryice.

Ole Ruud was born in Parish Hole, Kor
way, on December 24, 1847, the son of Ole and
Johanna (Vig) Ruud, natives of the same
place as our subject. The father is deceased,
but the mother is still living in Norway. After
attending the common schools of his native
country, Ole \\'as confirmed in the Lutheran
church and then finished his education in the
agricultural college of Aws, Norway, in 1870.
After that he was engaged in the mercantile,
lumber business. and farming there until 1879,
the vear in which he came to the United States.
He landed in Hamilton county, Iowa, and en
gaged in various occupations there including
coal mining and so forth. Later, he sold the
property that he had acquired and came on to
San Francisco. From there, he journeyed on
to Portland, then to Walla Walla and finally
came out to Brents postoffice in 1882. In May



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.
•

-
of the following year, in company with John
Bannick he came to Douglas county and arrived
here on the eight of the month. On the 12th
of May. 1883, he posted a notice on a claim he
had selected, it being at the foot of Badger
mountain, and is two and three-fourths miles
due south of Waterville. The only flowing
water in that section is on Mr. Ruud's farm. He
had added three fourths of a section to this and
now has an excellent estate which is laid out
with the best of \\'isdom and taste and is a
model Washington farm. On the 17th of May
after his location he had the ground prepared
and planted a crop of potatoes which was the
first crop in the \Vaterville section. Mr. Ruud
had to endure the hardships incident to pioneer'
life and knows what it is to labor hard with
scant supplies. In 1884, under the territorial
government he was selected surveyor and since
then has been in that office. He had studied
civil engineering and surveying in the old coun
try. In addition to the occupation mentioned,
Mr. Ruud also does stock breeding and has a
fine herd of graded cattle. He has three broth
ers and one sister, Andrew, Martin, Christian,
Olava.

At \Vaterville, on November 24. 1892, Mr.
Ruud married Miss Christina Larson, the
daughter of Lars M. and Sara S. (Jenson)
Larson, both natives of Sweden. Mrs. Ruud
was born in Lind Brufal, Sweden. on September
9, 1864, and came to the United States on
April 13, 1883. To this union six children
have been born, Agnes 1. J., Signe Kristiana
Jane, Synneva Augusta 0., Karl Oliver, Albert
Martin, and Gustav Adolph. Mr. Ruud is a
member of the Old Settlers Association of
Douglas county, while he and his wife belong
to the Lutheran church. They are highly re
spected people and have labored faithfully for
the advancement of the interests of Douglas
county since coming here.

•••

BYRUM S. DODD lives at St. Andrews.
in Douglas county, where ,he has a fine
estate of four hundred and eighty acres.
which is in a high state of cultivation
and cropped mostlv to small grains. He-
was born in Knox county, Ohio, on August
12. 18Sl. His parents. Josephus and Sarah
(Rines) Dodd, were natives of Ohio and

pioneers to Illinois. In Whiteside co t. un y of
the latter state our subject receiVed h' d

. d h' IS e u·catIOn an t ere remamed for thirty-four
d · f . I years

engage m armmg. t was in 1890, that h~

came to Douglas coun ty and settled on a
. k' I I pre-emptlOn, ta mg a so ater a timber culture d

homestead, which now make the estate men/
n

d b Th '1 . Ion·
e a ove. e SOl IS very .fertile and is handled
skIlfully for the productIOn of grain. Mr
Dodd has a good orchard of well selected fru';
besides various 'other improvements on tl:
farm. He raises cattle besides some other stocke

Mr. Dodd has one brother and three sisters'
Stephen, Mrs. Mary M. Austin, Mrs. Phoe~

E. Seavey and Mrs. Vianne Bills, deceased.
At Morrison, Illinois, on December IS, J874
M r. Dodd marrie~ M iss Charlotte A., daughte;
of Thomas and Ehza (Courtney) Elliott, natil'es
of New York city. Mrs. Dodd was born in
New York city. on January I. 1856, and has
two brothers, John and Thomas. To Mr. and
Mrs. Dodd two children have been born; Sarah
E .. in Illinois, on l\.farch I I, 1876 and is at
present postmistress at St. Andrews; Alfred J..
in Illinois. on August 12. 1880. Mr. Dodd is
a menlber of the 1. O. O. F. and the M. W. A.

• • •

EIELT J. COORDES is a native of the
province of Hanover, Germany and comes from
the stanch blood whence has sprung some of
the m9st noted men of the world. Possessed
of that sturdiness which is characteristic of his
race, and guided with consummate wisdom, he
has pursued his way steadily and has gained
a success which is the sure meed of merit. At
the present time he is the owner of eight hun
dred acres of fine land lying where the old town
of Okanogan used to stand, and in fact a por
tion of his farm is the site of that early burg.
This excellent estate is all in crop and prodUCes
annually large returns of wheat and other small
grains. Good substantial improvements are I~

evidence and Mr. Coordes is considered one ot
the leading agriculturists in the county, and It
is sure that dame fortune has smiled on hiS
efforts.

Eielt J. Coordes was born on March 10,

1854. the son of John E. and Wublke ~i
(Agena) Coordes, nati ves of the provlI1ce

. ell edu-Hanover Germany. Our subject was w .
h· atll'ecated in the public schools of Thune, IS n
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. and there remained until he had reached

Clry. .
nhood's estate. When twenty, he enhsted

rna the Seventy-eighth Regiment, Company
T '0 of the regular German army and served
u~;il' r876, being under Captain Weckmann.
Mr. Coordes was an expert shot. and held the
honors of his company d.unng. hIs entlre tlme
of service. Followmg hIs mlhtary career, he
returned to the life of the civilian and remained
still in Germany until r883· In that year he
came from the Fatherland, bidding good-bye
to dear ones and cherished scenes, determined
to try his fortune in the new world. For the
first two years after arriving here he was in
Woodford county. Illinois, engaged in r~il

road contracting. Then he came west to Ritz
ville, Washington, where he remained until the
spring of 1887. Thence he came to his present
location and here he has remained since, achiev
ing the success that comes to the truly indus
trious who are guided by wisdom. In addition
to his farming. he has devoted considerable
attention to raising cattle and the, result is that
he has a large band of well graded stock.

Mr. Coordes has two sisters, Mrs. Ettje
Dirkzen, and Mrs. Johanna J. Eben, both living
in the province of Hanover.

In Illinois, on November ro, r883. Mr.
Coordes married Miss Mary. daughter of Jur
gen and Euke O. (Agena) Kutcher, natives of
Germany. Mrs. Coordes was born in the pro
vince of Hanover, on November IS, 1856. To
thiS worthy couple the following children have
been born; Anna E., on December 2, 1884;
John E., on August 5, r886; William E., on
April ro, r8g2; Amy E .. on September 16,
r&]4; and Owen E., on June 12, r897. The
first two were natives of Illinois and the last
three of this county. Mr. and Mrs. Coordes
are consistent members of the Lutheran church
III Douglas and from childhood up they have
been under the influence of this denomination.

•••

'1 ROBERT D. ROBERTS lives about two
ml es South from St. Andrews where he does
feneral farming. He is also interested in hand
t~ng fifarm machinery and brought in some of
R~berst steam threshers in this section. Mr.
CI drts was also one of the first to introduce

y e horses in this county. and is altogether
a progre' . .SSlve and enterprising man.

Robert D. Roberts was born in \;Visconsin,
on October 14, r86r, the son of. Robert G.
and Elizabeth (Williams) Roberts, natives of
\Vales and emigrants to \Visconsin, while it
was yet a frontier country. Our subject re
ceived the ordinary education of the \;Visconsin
youth in the public schools and remained in
the Badger State until twenty years of age.
He came to Douglas county in ISSr, settling
just north of Hartline where he took a timber
culture and preemption and homestead later.
Subsequently, he removed to his present estate
of one quarter section, which has been the home
place ever since.

Mr. Roberts has the following brothers and
sisters, George R., John, David, James, Mrs.
Lizzie Perry, Miss Sarah, Mrs. Ellen Hut
retherch, Mrs. Mariem Muir and Mary.

At Hartline, in 1889, Mr. Roberts mar
ried Kate Williams and to them three children
have been born, Evelyn M., \Valter and Bessie,
all natives of this county. Owing to unavoid
able and compelling circumstances, Mr. Roberts
was obliged to secure a decree, annulling this
marriage. On June 27, r9°O, Mr. Roberts
married Mrs. Lulu \Varrington, daughter of
H. H. and Opha M. (Cook) Ames, natives of
New York and pioneers to Douglas county.
To this marriage two children have been born,
Mary Ethlyn on August 27, 1902; and Evan
H., on August I I, 1904. Mrs. Roberts was
born in Borden county, Minnesota, on June 7.
r865 and has six brothers. Charles B., John W.,
Arthur, Freemont D., George L., and Frederick
C. By her former mariage, Mrs. Roberts has
two children. Orrin P. and Tom E.

Mr. Roberts is a member of the M. \V. A.
and is one of the prosperous and energetic
citizens of the county.

•••

GEORGE LOGG. who is a native of Sco
tia's rugged hills. and filled with the indomit
able spirit. of that leading race of people, now
lives three miles west from Baird, where he
has a nice large estate and where he devotes
himself to general farming and stock raising.
June 24, 1850 marks the date of his birth and
his parents were John and Jennie (Jemison)
Logg. both natives of Scotland. He was edu
cated in the public schools of his native country

I and there grew to manhood, coming to Canada
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in 1872. In a short time he returned to Scot
land, where he remained until 1875. In .that
year, he came to the United States, settling in
the mining districts of Colorado and embarking
in the mining industry until 1888. That was
the year in \\'hich he came to Douglas county,
settling his family in Waten'ille to school the
children. ,,'hile he took a pre-emption and tim
ber culture. \vhere he no\\' resides. After im
pro\'ing the claims in good shape, he brought
his family in 1890 to the new home and then
located his homestead. He built a nice large
(\\'0 story house and made other improvements
commensurate there\vith and since that time
has steadily gone fon\'ard in the \\'ay of the

. agriculturist, gaining a good success as is pro
per and meet to his industry and painstaking
care.

Mr. Logg has one brother, John, and one
sister. ~'1rs. Jennie Lloyd. On December 25,
1882. at Georgetm\'l1. Colorado, occurred the
marriage of George Logg and Mrs. Emilie,
daughter of Johannes and Ingrie K. (Nilson)
Peterson. natives of S\veden. Mrs. Logg was
born in Sweden also, the date being March 18,
1858. She has the follo\\ing named brothers
and sister, Kels P., John E .. Karl G., living in
Sweden: Frans. Enoch amI Theodore. li\'ing in
Colorado and 2\Irs. Amanda Solomon. living
in S\veden. The children born to Mr. and Mrs.
Logg are named as follo\\'s, \Villiam J ..George
E., Ernest M., Clarence :\.. Da\·id G.. Charles
P. and Frank S.

Our subject and his \\'ife are adherents of
the Presbyterian church and are knmm as very
substantial and thrifty people.

•••

EM2\-IETT L. RICKS. who resides near
Baird and is engaged in stock raising and gen
eral farming. is one of the leading citizens of
Douglas county and has earned this position
by reason of merit and \\'orthy endeavors. He
has manifested commendable wisdom and pro
gressiveness since coming to this county and
has done much for its substantial improvement
and material upbuilding.

Emmett L. Ricks was born in Pettis county,
Missouri. on April 2.'). 186.=;. the son of 'Will
iam and Mary J. (Harvey) Ricks. natives of
Kentucky and Missouri. respectively. The
father \VaS a pioneer to the frontier regions of
the latter state and wrought faithfully to open

I and subdue the country. The commOil s I I'
fP' C100so . etlIs coun~y we:e the alma mater of Our

subject and wlthm Its preCl11cts he rema' d
'1 88 h . meuntl I 9. avmg spent the years of his

h d '1 h . . man
?O untl. t at tllne, 111 doing general farming.

L pon arnnng 111 Douglas COunty on :'IIa h
27. 1889. Mr. Ricks selected a h(;meste;d rCd. b I I . ana tIm er cu ture c ann and set himself to im-
pro\'e and open them up. He made a. good
farm of that half section and then sold onh' 10
purchase an estate of four hundred acres wilere
he reSIdes at the present time. Cpon this place
he has erected a fine two-story residence of
beautiful design. commodious barns and out.
buildings. besides making numerous other im.
provements, which add materially to the nlue
of the farm. Mr. Ricks does general fannin"

b
and also has a large bunch of good graded cattle
besides some horses and hogs. :'IIr. Ricks was
one of the first settlers bet\\'een the two coulees
and is \yell and favorably known all OI'er the,

county. He has brothers and sisters named as
fol1o\\·s. :'\'Iarion. \Villiam. De\Yitt M.. Tames
L.. Vernon, Joseph, Marvin. ;vIrs. D. McClure.
1'l'1rs. M. Hartman, Mrs. C. Forest and Eliza
beth.

Near Coulee City, on April 23, 1895. oc
curred the marriage of Emmett L. Ricks and
~'1iss Viola Gilbert. and to them have been born
four children. Edith :'11.. on Febmary 6. 1897:
LeOlH rd G.. on September 2 I. 18gB; Mildred
1\1.. on June 2. 1900: and Lela P., on .-\pril
3. 1902. Mrs. Ricks' parents are Riley and
?\ancy D. (Allen) Gilbert. They are both
nati\'es of Oregon. \\'here also 1\Irs. Ricks was
born on October 23. 1868. Junction City being
the local it\'. The other children of the familr
are. Gral1\:ille M .. Corington G., and Mrs. Ella
Salmon.

?vIr. Ricks is a member of the M. \Y. :\..
\yhile he and his wife are communicants of the
Presb\'terian church. Mr. Ricks and his esti·
mable' wife have always labored wen for the
good of the communit\' and they are highl~
esteemed by their neighbors and an because ot
their real worth and sagacious endeavors.

• ••

STEPHEN DODD. who resides .about

one-half mile west from St. Andre\ys. IS on~
of the men whose labors have been crowne
\\'ith success in Douglas county and ~\'ho is no~
one of the leading citizens. He IS engage
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in farming and has a good estate, which pro
d es abundantly. Mr. Dodd has won the
l:~em of his fellows and has shown upright

~:ss and sound principles in his walk here. He
was born in Sparta, OhIO, on November 9,
r855. the son of Josephus a~d Sarah (Rine~)
Dodd, natives of OhIo and pIOneers to IlImols.
Our subject was educated 111 the common
schools of Whiteside county, Illinois and lived
there until 1889, engaging in farming after he
had attained his majority. In the spring of
r889, he removed to Dougfas county and t~ok
a pre-emption near the town of Douglas, whIch
he later sold. Then he took his present place
as a homestead and has since continued here.
Recently, Mr. Dodd had the great misfortune
to lose his house and all its contents by fire,
but he has replaced it by a handsome two story
strJ1cture of modern architectural design, which
makes a very attractive and comfortable home.
),11. Dodd has the following named brothers
and sisters, Byron S., Elias B., Mrs. Phoebe E.
Seavey, Mrs. Mary Austin.

The marriage of Mr. Dodd and Miss Carrie
E. Holt occurred at Morrison, Illinois, on July
3, 1879. Her father, Alexander Holt, was a
soldier in the Sixteenth Illinois Volunteer In
fantry and served through the entire war. For
eighteen months he had the awful lot to lan
guish in Libby, Andersonville, and other
prisons in the south. He was honorably dis
charged from the service in June. 1865, and is
still living. He was a native of Indiana and
married Miss Sarah S. Roland, a native of
Kentucky. Mrs. Dodd was born in Clinton
county, Iowa, on December 19, 1862 and has
the following brothers and sisters, George \V.,
Elmer E., Frank F., Mrs. Elzina M. Baker,
:'lrs. Cora B. Schenck Mrs. Hester A. Leslie•
and Mrs. Lulu C. Judd. Mr. and Mrs. Dodd
hare never had any children but raised one
adopted daughter, Clara M., now the wife of
]. W. Bogart, of this county. Mr. Dodd is a
member of the M. VV. A. and he as well as his
Wife are adherents of the Methodist church.

• ••
ALFRED A. PIERPOINT. From the

earhest clays of settlement in Douglas county,
U~tll the present time, Mr. Pierpoint has been
a eadmg and prominent figure both in business
and m public enterprises. He is a man of
strong cl .1aracter and consummate energy and 1S

dominated by a spirit that brooks no defeat;
\\hich on many occasions has been demon
strated in his public career. Upright in his
private walk, wise in business methods, success
in every line has been his pleasant lot and it is
eminentl" deserved.

•

Alfred Pierpoint was born in Jasper coun
ty. Illinois, on August 5, 1858, the son of
Charles and Margaret (Rollins) Pierpoint, na
ti\'es Qf Kentucky and Illinois, respectively.
He \vas educated in the public schools of Jas
per county and when seventeen, started with
wagon train to Boise. Idaho. One year later,
he went to Eugene. Oregon. whence in a year
he returned tQ Illinois. He remained there
until 1~81 and again suffered a severe attack
of the western' fever which led him to take a
trip through Texas, Ke,,' Mexico, Old Mexico,
Arizona. Cali fornia. and the Viillamette Val-'
ley which consumed a year. Soon thereafter, .
he came to Cheney then to Spokane. Thence
he went to Crab Creek and wrought for a year
on Biggham's stock ranch. It was in April,
1883. when the coyotes amI red skins had full
sway over the land \vhere large wheat fields
now stand that Mr. Pierpoint made his way to
this section and took a squatter's right just
one mile south from where \Vaterville now
stands. To gain possession of the claim, he
had forcibly to eject some Indians, which he.
promptly did. He built a cabin, the second in
the county and which is still in use. Later he
relinquished this claim and took another just
north of it where he built a more elaborate
house, which is now the property of A. L.
Rogers and is still used as a dwelling. These
claims. Mr. Pierpont sold and took another
squatter's right on the Columbia river winch
he impro\'ed and sold to Senator Helm. Then
he came to his present place and took pre-.
emption, timber culture and homestead clctims.
in due time and improved them and has ~Iso

added land until he o\\'ns more than a section.
The whole estate is no\\' in a high state of culti
vation and produces abundance of the cereals.
The farm is supplied with comfortable dwell
ings, granary, large barn and other improve
ments. In addition to general farming, Mr.
Pierpoint devotes considerable attention to
stock raising and has one of the finest bands of
cattle in Douglas county. He is also breeding
a most excellent strain of draft horses, some of
the best to be found in this part of the state.
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In 1884, Mr. Pierpoint was appointed to

the office of sheriff of Douglas county, by the
legislature, being the first sheriff of the county.
He assisted to forcibly remove the old county
seat from the old town of Okanogan to \Vater
ville and has had an many occasions sharp en
counters with .the Indians.

Mr. Pierpoint had one brother. Frank, who
was frozen to death on February 6, 1893. The
marriage of our subject and Miss Estella Gard
()ccurred at \Vaterville, on October 20, 1895
and to them have been born four children,
Hazel. Gladdis. Alf C. and Dick. Mrs. Pier
point's parents are 'Washington and Eliza
(Hand) Gard, natives of Ohio and Tennessee.
respectively. She was born in California, on
October 25, 1876 and has the following named
brothers and sisters. Isaac, Joel R., James D.,
Arthur G., Mrs. Martha Kelsey and Mrs. Anna
Corbaley. Mr. and Mrs. Pierpoint are well
known and substantial people.

• • •

JOSEPH R. MITCHELL lives about one
mile east from St. Andrews on land he secured
from the government. and is occupied in gen
~ral farming. He has gained good success in
two distinct lines. that in which he is now en
gaged· and also the work of a machinist. having
spent many years in that interesting business.

He was born in the vicinity of Baltimore,
Maryland, on June 18, 1843, the son of Abel
and Elizabeth (Howard) Mitchell. both natives
()f England and emigrants to this country in
1841. The common schools of Maryland con
tributed the early education of our subject and
at the tender age of nine, he went to work in
the cotton mills. His only opportunity then
to continue his education was in the night
schools where he studied with great diligence
until seventeen, then he apprenticed himself to
learn the machinist's trade, being in a marine
shop in Baltimore. In 1864, he left Marvland

•

for Ohio, whence six months later. he journey-
ed to Quincy, Illinois and worked at his trade
for five years. He then returned to Ohio, re
maining until 1874, working at his trade.
After this. he journeyed to California and
wrought two years in Hayward and two years
in San Francisco. At the close of this period,
he went to Oakland and opened a machine shop
with a partner and operated successfully until

1889, in which year he came on to Do I
k . ug as

county and too a pre-emptlOn and timber I
h h I· cu-

ture were e now Ives. Mr. Mitchell .
d b · b'l In-vente a straw urnmg 01 er which is no ..
'h . . Winuse WIt engInes, as well as vanous other

. h' ~-tnvances w Ich have been patented and are'
H . f 10us.e. e IS a man 0 modest and unassuming

mIen and has been asked on various occasions
to run for the legislature but has always de
clined.

. On May I: 1872, at Salem, Ohio, Mr.
Mitchell marned Miss Sara E., daughter of
John and Sarah A. (Harlan) T rago, natives of
Pennsylvania and Ohio, respectively. Mrs.
Mitchell was born in Mahoning county, Ohio,
on July 27. 1846 and has one sister, Mrs.
Hanna A. Platt. To Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell
one child, Mabel E., was born, the date being
Apnl 20, 1878, and her native place San Fran
cisco. She died on April 27, 18gB, in this
county.

Mrs. Mitchell is a well educated lady, being
a graduate of the high school in Salem, Ohio.
She belongs to the Society of Friends. some
times known as Quakers. Mr. Mitchell does
not belong to any denomination, although he
strongly adheres to the Presbyterian faith.
They are both excellent people and stand ex
ceptionally well in the community.

• • ••

EDGAR M. BOGART has won distinction
in various lines in Douglas county. He O\\'ns
a half section of fertile land near St. Andrews.
which is all cropped to small grain and well
improved with good residence, barns, and other
buildings. In addition to overseeing this. Mr.'
Bogart has taught in various places in the coun
ty and for three years was principal of the "VII
bur schools. In 1892,. he was elected county
superintendent of schools here. His name was
on the Peoples Party ticket and he gave a fine
administration, continuing until 1895. In 1900'
Mr. Bogart was elected county treasurer. hiS
name appearing on the Fusion ticket. He ful
filled the duties of the office in a good manner
and to the entire satisfaction of all.

Edgar M. Bogart was born in Johnson
county, Indiana, on November 17· 1859· t;i
son of William T. and Hannah J. (Smoc

, I' re-Bogart. natives of Kentucky and Inr lana..
. I' f mllyspectively. The other children of t liS a
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are Joseph W., Morton A., Lorin E., and Mrs.
Mary D. Pope. After our subject had com
" ted the common school course of Pottawat
fa~ie county, Iowa, he took a course in the
Omaha Business College. Later he studIed 111

private academy. He then resumed teachl11g
~nd in 1884 settled in \\layne county, Nebraska
and taught until 1888. Then he removed to
Douglas county and pre~empted a quarter and
took a timber culture clann. Sl11ce then he has
been active here as stated above and is now
one of the leading citizens of the county.

At Avoca, Iowa, on August 23. 1881. Mr.
Bogart martied Miss Ada A., daughter of
lames A. and Martha (Adkisson) Sinclair.
~rho were born in Indiana and Kentucky, re
spectively. The parents were pioneers to Iowa
and later came west to Douglas county. Mrs.
Bogart was born in Pottawattamie county,
1001'a, on January 13, 1861 and has three broth
ers and two sisters. James L., Frank E .. Fay
\Y.. Mrs. Cora A. Palmer. and Mrs. Emma M.
Randall. Three children have been born to
Mr. and Mrs. Bogart; Wendell D.. on May 12,
1883: Adelia M .. on November 6, 1889; Ber
tha,A., on July 29, 1891. The first one is a
natil'e of Iowa and the latter two of this county.
Mr. and Mrs. Bogart are active members of the
Presbyterian church and have exerted a wide
influence for good. He is considered not only
one of the leading business men of the county
but one of the best educators in this part of the
state.

•••

PETER ANDERSON is an industrious
and prosperous farmer, residing about two
miles southwest from Baird. He was born in
Sweden. on February 14, 1854, the son of
Andrew and Carolina,(Anderson) Larson. na
tn'es of Sweden. His education was obtained
In the public schools of his native land. where
he remained until 1881. In that year, he came
to the United States and settled in New Britain
Connecticut, and there was occupied eight year~
In the Stanley works. In 1889. he removed to
San F' 'ranclSCO and one year later. came to Spo
kan H'th e.. IS family soon came and he located
I em In Spokane, after which he came to Dougts county, securing a location. He took up
and where he now resides and improved the
;~me w!1I1e the family remained in Spokane for

e purpose of schooling the children. In those

early days, Mr. Anderson used to pack his
blankets and provisions anel walk all the II'ay
from his homestead to Spokane to visit the fam
ily. Many other trials and hardships were un
dergone by him but he persevered and has pros
pered until he now has a large estate, all under
cultivation and producing fine crops. He also
has a large band of cattle, good improvements
on the place, plenty of farming implements, be
sides other property. Mr. Anderson has one
sister, Mrs. Matilda Kalin and one brother,
Andrew.

The marriage of Mr. Anderson occurred in
Sweden, on December 18, 1879. when Johanna
C. Nyberg became his wife, Her parents are
Andrew and Johannah (Erichson) Nyberg, na
tives of Sweden, where she ,,'as born on Feb
ruary 29, 1852. The other children of her
father's family are Andrew, Mrs. Annie Linden,
Mrs. Matilda Larson and Mrs. Hada Lundin.
To Mr. and Mrs. Anderson. two children have
been born, Carl Alben on June 29, 1881; Annie
Victoria. on March 1, 1884, both natives of
New Britain, Connecticut.

Mr. Anderson has held various offices where
he has lived and is a man of reliability and in
tegrity. He and his wife are members of the
Lutheran church.

• • •

LEWIS JENSEN. Douglas county has
her full share of wide awake and progressive
farmers, who have taken hold with their hands
and have developed the country to such an ex
tent that the claims taken years since are now
well tilled and valuable farms. Among this
class of excellent ci tizens, we are constrained to
mention the subject of this article, whose labors
and life are exemplary and who has not only
done much to build up the interests of the
county but has also stimulated many others in
this good work.

Lewis Jensen was born in Sjaelland. Den
mark. on May 12, 184.~. the son of Jens and
Kersten (Larsen) Andersen, natives of Den
mark. The parents removed to Illinois in 1869
and the father died in Nebraska, in 1887. Our
subject was educated in the public schools of
his native place and when he had arrived at
young manhood's estate joined the regular
army where he servec1 for eighteen months. In
1869. he came with his parents to Illinois and
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farmed in that state for eleven years. Next
he spent seven years in tilling the soil in How
ard county, Nebraska, whence in 1887, he came
to this countv and took land where he now lives.

~

The next year he brought his family to dwell
on the land and has since resided here. Mr.
Jensen has since bought considerable land and
he now owns about a section and one half of
\\'ell improved and fertile land. In addition to
general farming, he has given considerable at
tention to raising stock and has some fine ani
mals. among which may be mentioned a mag
nificent Shire stallion, which weighs eighteen
hundred pounds. Two or three others are as
sociated with Mr. Jensen in the ownership of
this animal and they take a pardonable pride
in the fact that he has won several blue ribbons.

Mr. Jensen is one of three children and the
other two are Martin and Mrs. Secilia Mark.
The marriage of our subject and Miss Anna
M. Nelson occurred in Illinois. on April 22,
1876. Mrs. Jensen was born in Denmark. on
November 18, 1855 and has one brother. Jens
Nelsen. To our subject and his wife the fol
lowing named children have been born: Maria,
in Illinois, on January 24, 1877, and now the
wife of J. Brownfield: Jens W., in Illinois, on
December 14. 1879; Nels G., in Nebraska, on
March I, 1881; Martina 0., in Nebraska. on
January 4, 1883; Christian \;y., in Nebraska,
on February 12, 1885; Louis J., in this county,
on October 26, 1888; Carl M., in Douglas coun
ty. on April 3, 1891; Ella G., in this county, on
October 5. 1895; Pearl M.. in this county, on
May 26. 1898. Mr. and Mrs. Jensen are mem
bers of the Lutheran church and stand well in
the community.

• ••

NIELS PEDERSEN is one of the indus
trious and intelligent agriculturists of Douglas
county and his present residence, which is one
half mile north from Farmer postoffice, is on
land which he secured from the government by
homestead and timber culture right. He has a
good farm, which he has made very productive
and upon which he has bestowed his labors for
all the time since coming here. He does general
farming. raising mostly. however, the cereals.
but ~lso h~ndling some stock.

Niels Pedersen W;lS born in Jutland, Den
mark, on August 26, 1863, the son of Peter and

Mary (Petersen) Pedersen. natives of D
mark. He was educated in his native place aend
there remained until he had grown to youn
manhood. It was. I 882, tl~at he came to t~~
Umted States, settlmg first III Nebraska, where
Harvard county was the scene of his labors for
a time. Thence he removed to Umatilla coun
ty. Oregon. and there he farmed for a time
also. It was from that place, Mr. Pederse~

came to Douglas county and took his claims as
stated before. He has in addition to his farm
property some fine graded cattle and horses and
is one of the skillful breeders of stock in this
vicinity.

The marriage of Mr. Pedersen occurred in
this county. on November 13, 1890, when Miss
Christina, daughter of Niels Peter and Mary
(Jensen) Hanson, became his bride. Her
parents are natives of Denmark, where thev
still live. The father served for considerabl~
time in the Danish army. Mrs. Pedersen has
one half brother. James Christensen. To Mr.
amI Mrs. Pedersen the following children have
been born; Mary N., on July 26, 1S91; Emma
0., on December 14. 1894; Albert P., on Jan
uary IS, 1896; Ellcie C. on August 27, 1897,
now deceased; \Valter M., on March I, 1901;
and Rosa M., on June 17, 1903. The children
were all born in this county. Mr. and Mrs.
Pedersen are members of the Lutheran church
and are good people.

•••

JOHN MOHR is a farmer and stockman
dwelling about two miles southwest from
Farmer where he owns a <Tood large estate., "
On this place of one section he raises mostly
the cereals. although he handles diversified
crops somewhat. In addition to this work. Mr.
Mohr has some excellent horses. among whIch
mav be mentioned three stallions. all thorough
bre'd. One is a Percheron. weighing two thO~
sand pounds' another is a Cleveland Bay, t e

, h . fineonly one on the prairie; and the at er IS a
Clyde animal. He also owns about one hun
dred and fifty brood mares on the range and a
band of Durham cattle. Mr. Mohr has ~how~
good ability in handling the large enterpnses \
the hearl of which he stands and he is occoun:~~
one of the most successful stockmen m
county. on

John Mohr was born in Kiel, Germany,
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arv 31 1855, the son of John and Annie
]anu" . f G d I'Gail) Mohr, natIves 0 ermanyan now IV-

(Y in this country. The father served for
I11b . I I dthirtv-five years m t le regu ar army an par-

t ip~ted in the war of 1848 and also the Franco
IC H .. I IPrussian conflict. e was a major m t le roya

cal'alry. Our subject was educated in the
schools of his native place and later learned the
drug business in Kiel. At the age of seventeen
he joined the German army and served through
the Franco-Prusslan war. In 1871, he came to
the Gnited States and handled a delivery wagon
for John D. Rockefeller in Cleveland, Ohio,
for t\\O years. Then a year was spent in the
lumber business after which he went to Kan
sas in 1874 and raised stock in \Vashington
county. In 1881, Mr. :Mohr journeyed to Cal
ifornia and sixteen months later returned to
Kansas, whemte he soon came to \Vashington,
selecting Douglas county as his permanent
abode. He took a homestead. a pre-emption and
a timber culture claim and also bought a quar
ter section. This is now his estate and it is
well improved and valuable. Mr. Mohr has
one brother, Henry.

In Washington county. Kansas, in 1883,
Jlr. Mohr married Miss Emma, daughter of
,-\ndrew and Caroline Olandt, natives of Ger
many and immigrants to Kansas. Mrs. Mohr
was born in Lapeer county, Michigan, in 1863
and had one brother and one sister, Charles,
and Mrs. Elma Thompson. To Mr. and Mrs.
~[ohr two children were born: John, in Kan
sas, on March 15, 1884; and Jessie, in Ellens
burg. on July 16, 1885.

. In 1878-9. Mr. Mohr was county com
miSSioner of \Vashington county, Kansas, and
he has always taken a great interest in political
matters. He and his wife are members of the
Lutheran church and are industrious and
capable people.

•••
HANS PETER LARSON ·resides about

two '1ml es southeast from Farmer postoffice and
was b .. orn 111 Aalburg, Denmark, on December
~. 1856, His parents. Lars Christian and
Daren M. (Pingel) Larson: were natives of

enmark. The father is deceased but the
mother' t'll I' . .

. IS S I lVmg. The father served 111 the
;~ar of 1848-9. Our subject was educated in

th
e schools of his native land and remained
ere t'l h

Un I e was twenty-two years of age. At

•

that time he enlisted in the regular army and
served for sixteen months. In the spring of
1883, he came to the United States and settled
in Menard county, Illinois, where he farmed
for six years. In 1889, he moved to this county
and settled on a homestead, where he resides
at the present time. He added another quarter
section by purchase and the whole estate now
is farmed to small grains. The labor of 1'1r.
and Mrs. Larson has been abundantly rew'arded
and they are now among the most prosperous
people of this section. They have a comfort
able five room residence, large barn, fine \vell of
water and many other improvements besides
much other property. 1'1r. Larson has one
brother and two sisters. ~els C. l\Irs. ::Vlary
Christianson. and l\Irs. Johannah Kelsen.

On January 17. 1885, while still in lllinois,
]\'Ir. Larson married Miss Lorine, daughter of
Christian and Mary A. (Thomson) Sorenson
both natives of Denmark. Mrs. Larson \I'as
born in Denmark, on October 9, 1862. Three
children have been born to this union: Harry
C. on July 18. 1885: Hannah 1Ie in this coun
ty, on June 30, 1892; and Sena C, in this
county, on June 13, 1894. Mr. and Mrs. Lar
son are members of the Lutheran church and
are very active laborers for the moral welfare
of the community. They have been very suc
cessful in temporal matters. while also their
upright walk has won for them the friendship
and respect of the leading people of this section.

• ••

CHRISTL\~ PETERSEN. Douglas
county can produce some of the finest farms in
the state of \Vashington as is evidenced by the
well kept estates in various portions of the
county. Among the best of them \ve are con
strained to mention that of 1\1r. Petersen. com
posed of a half section. and lying about one
mile northwest from Farmer postoffice. Sagac
ity. wisdom and skill have been manifested in
laying out the farm and directing the improve
ments. It is doubtless one of the best in this
respect to be found in the Big Bend country.
1\1r. Petersen has made a study of his farm and
brains as well as brawn have been brought into
requisition to secure the gratifying results he
has achieved. He raises abundant crops of
small g-rain and also does some diversified farm
ing. He has a fine band of cattle and some ex-
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cellent specimens of well bred Clyde horses, be
sides other property.

Christian Petersen was born on the Island
of Lolland, under the dominion of Denmark,
on July 29. 1861. His parents, Morton and
Bodel (Jorgensen) Petersen, were natives of
Denmark and tillers of the soil. Christian was
educated in the public schools and on the farm
of his father. He remained thus engaged until
1881, when he came to the United States. set
tling first in Michigan. He was occupied three
years in the lumber woods, then moved to
Illinois where he did farming near Springfield,
for a couple of years. After this he went to
Nebraska and took a homestead but owing to
adverse circumstances and surroundings, he
abandoned the same and journeyed west to

'Douglas county. After due search in this sec
tion. as well as on the Sound and'in Oregon,
he finally located his present place. and took two
quarters, one a preemption and the other a
timber culture claim. Since the time of his lo
cation. Mr. Petersen began to plan the laying
out of the estate 'and the improvement of the
same and the result has been most gratifying,
both in mani fested skill and in financial returns.

Mr. Petersen has one brother, John M.,
living in Michigan. On February I. 1900, in
Michigan. Mr. Petersen married Miss Maren
Rasmussen, a na.tive of Denmark. where also
her parents were born. She has one brother,
Hans, living in Muskegan, Michigan. Mr. and
Mrs. Petersen are members of the Lutheran
church.

•••

DAVID S. ARBUCKLE is rightly num
bered with the pioneers of Douglas county,
since he came here when all supplies had to be
brought from Sookane and no post office was
nearer than Ritzville. ' He labored through all
the years of opening the country. the result of
which is that he is now one of the wealthy
citizens.

David S. Arbuckle was born in Sterling
shire. Scotland, on February 3. 1870, being the
son of Hugh and Elizabeth (Smith) Arbuckle,
both natives- of Lanarkshire, Scotland. The
parochial schools of his native shire contributed
the education of our subject for the earlier
years of his life, then he studied in Glascow
academy. after which he worked for four years
in the designing department of the Napier ship

company on the river ~l~de. In 1888 Mr
Arbuckle came to the U mted States s ttl' .
'Sk H' .e!l1gm po ane. e remamed three months there
and wItnessed ·the ternble fire in that city th
came to McEntee, the only settlement dn t:
Gral~d Coulee. Here he worked for John
LeWIS. then took up.a pre-emption just south
west from Coulee CIty. Later, he was in the
employ of George Urquhart of Crab Creek and
of Mr. Blythe. He also labored for Phillip
McEntee and Dan Paul. During all these years
of hard labor, Mr. Arbuckle was very careful to
husband his resources and the result was that
he soon had a small band of cattle. By careful
attention to business, he has increased his herd
until he now has good graded stock of Short
horn and Hereford cattle. and Percheron
horses. He owns about a section and one-hali
of excellent wheat land, supplied with good
running spring water, and much other property.
In addition to this, Mr. Arbuckle has recently
opened a saloon in Coulee City. Mr. Arbuckle
has one brother, Hugh, and one sister, Ellen.
As yet he has never entered the matrimonial
state and is one of the jolly bachelors of the
Big Bend.

• ••
NICHOLAS C. \VHITEHALL is a very

stirring. capable and industrious farmer, har
ing achieved excellent success in his labors in
this county. He resides about three miles
southeast from Farmer postoffice. where he has
an estate of a half section. The same is all fer
tile land and under the plow. He harvests an
nually abundant crops of small grains and also
handles some stock. He is part owner of a fine
Shire stallion, weighing nineteen hundred
pounds and the winner of the animal's pnze
at Spokane. ,

Nicholas C. \Vhitehall was born Il1 Mercer
county, Illinois. on March 4. 1864, His ~aren~
are James and Elizabeth (Clark) \~llIteha.
natives of Indiana. where the father (ltd farm
ing and preached the gospel. Our subject was
educated in the district schools of Mercer coun
ty. Illinois. and Greene county. IO\\'a. in \\'~IC~
latter place he remained until he had game
his majority. having lived for twenty-two y~r~
there. In 1896 he pulled up stakes and trave e
to Douglas county. Washington. :\fte~ dll:
search. he selected his present place. tak1l1%
homestead, and bought another quarter section.
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Mr Whitehall has four brothers .and one sister,
Ba~clay W., Henry T., A. CurtIS, Charles A.,

d Carrie Badges. The latter dIed on October
~n 1901. The brothers live in this county, ex
c~pt Henry T., who is in Greene county, Iowa.
Charles A. married, Lura Smith, of Greene
county, Iowa, who died on December 25, 1901,
leaving one son, Lloyd, aged SIX, and one
daughter, Helen, born Dec~mb~r 25, 190I.

Mr. Whitehall was marrIed In Green county,
Iowa, on November I I, 1885 to Ella, daughter
of James F. and Lodusky (Boo~h) Badger.
Mrs. Whitehall's parents were natIves of OhIO
and she was born in Steuben county, Indiana,
on Febmary 26, 1868 and has one brother,
Louis E., a farmer in this county. Mr. and
~Irs. Whitehall are parents of the following
named children: LeRoy, born in Greene county,

'Iowa on December 22, 1886; Oris F., born in,
Carroll county, Iowa, on June 13, 189(; Edith
E., born in Greene county, Iowa, on November
II, 18<14; Pearl L., born in Greene county,
Iowa, on November 12, 1896; Ralph, born in
Douglas county, Vvashington, on August 6,
1898; Harvey 0., born in this county, on July
5, 1899; and James 0., also born in this county,
September 19, 1904.

Mr. Whitehall is not affiliated with any
fraternal order and he and his wife belong to
the Seventh Day Church of God and are warm
supporters of their faith.

•••

GEORGE M. STAPISH is a leading busi
ness man at Hartline. He carries a full line of
undertaking goods and agricultural implements
and does a very thriving business. He was
born in Chelsea, Michigan, on May 25, 1862.
HIS parents, Michael and Emma (Franz)
Stapish, were natives of Germany. The com
mon schools of Michigan furnished the educa
honal training of our subject and he continued
there until he had completed the high school
COurse. Then he learned the butcher trade and
:emained in Michigan until twenty eight years
f age. It was in 1890 when he first came

west and settled on a hom~stead about five miles
:nuth of Hartline. He turned his attention to
:~rming and improved the place in good shape.

en s:old the property. After that, he bought
a
f

sectIon of very choice wheat land just south
rom H I' -art me, which he owns at the present

time. The estate is Rfovided with a fine two
story residence, barns and so forth and is one
of the choice ones of this section. Mr. Stapish
oversees this estate and gives his time almost
entirely to conducting his business. In 1891,
he graduated from the Spokane college of em
balming and is very expert and successful in
this line of work. Mr. Stapish has given much
study and careful investigation to perefcting
himsel f in this art and he has gained great pro
ficiency. He holds a state license.

Mr. Stapish has four brothers and two
sisters, Frank, Henry, Frederick, Thomas, Mrs.
Leonard Binder and Kate.

At Hartline, in 1896, occurred the marriage
of Mr. Stapish and Miss Maggie, daughter of
David and Phemia (Bonham) Utt, nati ves of
Ohio and \Visconsin, respectively. Mrs. Stap
ish was born in \Visconsin, on November 6,
1855. She has six sisters, Nora, Mrs. Emlie
Mason, Mrs. Charles Gage, Mrs. Thomas
O'Neal, Mrs. James F. Harris and Mrs. James
Winfrey.

Mr. Stapish was raised in the Roman
Catholic church, and is a well respected and
substantial citizen.

•••

JOH:\' W. McDONALD, who stands at
the head of a very prosperous business as com
mission merchant in grain and dealer in agri
cultural implements, is also president of the
Hartline bank, i.n the organization of w' hich he
was the moving spirit. The enterprise, adapt
ability, and good judgment of Mr. McDonald
have established him in the esteem of the people
and without doubt he has done a great deal
towards building up this thriving village.

John W. McDonald was born in Decatur
county, Iowa, on July 7, 1862, being the son
of William and Neoma (Montgomery) Mc
Donald, natives of Ohio, and pioneers of Iowa.
John W. McDonald was well educated in the
schools in Decatur county and there grew to
manhood. At the age of twenty, he went to
Kansas where he operated a hvery stable and
later opened a drug store. For five years he
resided there then came, in 1888, to Medical
Lake. Washington and there did contracting
and building, having become efficient in this
line of industry in later days. After the fire
in Spokane, he went there and assisted to re-
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build that stricken city. Later, he removed to
Almira and opened a feed and lumber business
where he continued for one year and then began
buying grain for the Northern Pacific Elevator
Company. In 1893, Mr. McDonald launched
out in this enterprise for himself, feeling his
way cautiously. He has succeeded well and is
now one of the large grain buyers of Douglas
county, In 1894, he bought out D. E. Reeves,
the pioneer merchant of Hartline. and who
o\l'ned the only stock of merchandise in the
town at that time. Mr. McDonald operated the
business six years. After becoming established
in the grain buying business, Mr. McDonald
added farming implements and later began
handling all kinds of vehicles. He carries now,
a most complete stock and does a v'ery large
business. Seeing the need of a financial insti
tution in Hartline. Mr. McDonald took upon
himself the organization of the same and was
successful in securing sufficient local capital to
establish the Hartline bank, which began to do
business in 1903. Mr. McDonald is the presi
dent and nlOv'ing spirit in the institution and
his success in the financial world, together with
keen discrimination and business integrity, have
giv'en him the confidence of the people. Mr.
McDonald has 1\\0 brothers and one sister,
Albert. George, and Mrs. Mary Lilly.

At Spokane. on August 9, 1894, Mr. Mc
Donald married Miss Ella, daughter of Andrew
and Julia Hagey, natives of Iowa. Mrs. Mc
Donald vv'as born at \,yalia vValla, on February
16. 1872 and has one brother, Thomas, and 1\vo
sisters. Mrs. Clara Yelton and Mrs, Katie
Sager. Two children have been the fruit of
this union: Clive \V.. born on July 7, J895:
and Darrell 'vV., born on September J 5, 1900;
both being natives of Douglas county.

l'vIr. McDonald is a member of the A. F. &
A. :Vf. and is progressive and broad-minded.

• ••

RILEY GILBERT, who dwells about six
miles west from Coulee City. is known as one
of the representative men of Douglas county,
capable and upright. His holdings entitle him
to be placed with the leading agriculturi sts of
the Big Bend country and his standing is of
the very best.

•
. Riley Gilbert was born in Allen county,

Ohio, on February 9. 1841, the son of Lorenzo

Dow and Hannah (Belknap) Gilbert n t'
fN ' alVes

o ew York state, the former deceased d
the latter now dwelling near Rockford, "V~~.
mgton. The mother IS aged eIghty-nine, The
famIly removed to Van Buren count)' I .

f h b· I . , ORa
soon a ter t e Irt 1 of our subject and in 18
they crossed the plains to the \\' illamette vall~~'
the Mecca of the wes~ then. In that place th~
educatIOn that Mr. GIlbert had begun in Iowa
was completed. Lane county was the home
place and there he remained until manhood's
estate was reached. Then he took up farming
and remained continuously at that labor until
1887, in which year he made his wav thence to
the Big Bend country. After due search and in
vestigation, he selected his present e~tate, taking
a homestead and tImber culture claIm. He has
given his attention closely to improving his
place since those days and the result is he has
a farm second to none in its cultivation and
productiveness. His improv'ements are well
bestowed and all about the premises shows
the care and thrift which characterize the
owner. Mr. Gilbert has some fine thorough-

•

bred cattle and horses and his fine pasture is
provided with a spring of liv'ing water.

Mr. Gilbert has the following named
brothers and sisters, Philander, Phineas, Jesse
B.. Mrs. Jane Clark, 1'.'lrs, :\-lary Edwards, and
Mrs,'Emma \Vatts. In political matters he has
taken a zealous part and has done good service
as justice of the peace and notary public, while
in his efforts for general upbuilding, he has
labored wisely and vvell.

In 1865, while in Oregon. lVlr. Gilbert mar
ried Miss Nancy D. Allen, \I'ho died in Junction
City, Oregon, in 1875, leav'ing four chlld,ren,
Gram'ille M., born in Oregon, Mrs, \lIola

Ricks, Corrington, and Mrs. Ella Salmon, all
in the Big Bend country. ,

At Junction City, Oregon, m 1878, Mr,
Gilbert married Miss Emma C, daughter of
Adam N . and Margaret (Wheatley) Cum
mings natives of Ohio and Maryland, respect-, , ' 861
ively. The father crossed the plams m r '
Mrs. Gilbert was born in Des Moines. Iowa,on
March 21 18~9 and she has the followmg
• , v' 1 Adam
named brothers and sisters. James 1\ ., . M
C, Dorsey E., Mrs. Hester Walters, 21 ~
Anna R. Page Mrs. Ida M. Evens. and a

, 'Id hare
E. To. Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert five clu, ren City
been born: Stanley C, at Junction E i~
Oregon, on September 12, 1880; Clara "
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O cyon on April 15, 1886; Walter .L.,reb .
;\lden P., and Ther~sa, all born on the farm and
~n the dates mentIOned, respectively, May 9,
1888, August 16, 1890, and January 19, I8~J4.

• ••

]AMES H. HILL. ,!,here is n.o mistaking
the popularity of the subject of this artIcle, 111

Douglas county. In 1894, his name appeared
on the Republican ticket, for treasurer of the
county, and he was one of four on the ticket
\\ho ;\ere elected. His majority was general
and expected by everybody in the county. He
made a most excellent and reliable officer and
pleased his supporters in every respect. He
no\\" has a farm of over one section in the
\icinity of Hartline, well stocked and under cul
ti\atio;l, to the management of which he gives
his attention, largely. In addition to this Mr.
Hill has been engaged in business with Mr. J.
\Y. McDonald for years.

James H. Hill was born in Spring Green,
\Yisconsin, on September 24, 1860, the son of
Thomas and Margaret (Mort) Hill, natives of
England and pioneers to \Visconsin in 1854.
Like the balance of the American youth, our
subject received the bulk of his education in
the public schools, finishing the same in the
high school, and in the business college at
Keokuk, Iowa. Being thus well fortified for
business life, he came west in 1887, took a pre
emption and later a homestead, which are part
oi his present estate. He immediatelv and

, -
wisely added by purchase until he has one of
the finest estates in this section, and which is
m a very high state of cultivation, producing
annually in excellent abundance. When Mr.
Hill first located here he was wi thout financial
means but is now one of the most prosperous
men of the section. In 1892, he was elected
)ll?tlce of the peace and later was re-elected but
retused to qualify the second time. Following
1115 retirement from the treasury of Douglas
county. Mr. Hill returned to his farm and con- .
tmued steadily in this ever since. He has four
brothers. Thomas John William Charles andO. " , ,

ne Sister, Mrs. Mary East, who died recently
at Waterville.

At Spring Green, Wisconsin, on February
:9. 1884. Mr. Hill married Miss Susie. daugh
er?f Joseph and Christine (Schmitt) Schmitz,
natives of Germany. Mrs. Hill was born in

\Visconsin, in August, 1862, and has one
brother, John, and six sisters, Mrs. Catherine
Rick, Mrs. Emma Greenhick, Mrs. Celine
\Veidenfeld, Mrs. Gertrude Elder, Mrs.
Maggie Greenhick, and Mrs. Hellen Green
hick. To Mr. and Mrs. Hill, one child,
Carl J., was born in Douglas county,
on April 9, 1902. On December 12,
of the same year, they were called upon to
mourn his death. Mr. and Mrs. Hill are not
members of any denomination but have been
brought up under the influence of the Congre
gational church and are upright andw reliable
people. ....

EUGENE O. WHITNEY, who is now
living at Hartline, has the distinction of being
one of the earliest pioneers of Douglas county.
Since those days of frontier life, Mr. Whitney
has given his attention to farming and stock
raising in this county and has achieved success
commensurate with the labors he has bestowed.
He is one of the well known men of the coun
try, of excellent standing and real worth.

Eugene O. \Vhitney was born in Marquette
county, \Visconsin, on January 29, 1853. His
parents, Loren J. and Fannie (Forbes) Whit
ney, were natives of \\Tisconsin and very early
pioneers in :tvlinnesota. Our subject was edu
cated in the common schools of Faribault coun
ty, Minnesota, and when he arriyed at man
hood's estate, gave his attention to farming.
\\Then twenty-five years of age, he came thence
to Washington and settled in Douglas county
about eleven miles north of Hartline. near the
present postoffice of Lincoln. He first took a
preemption and then a homestead and turned
his attention to raising grain and stock. He
has a large herd of fine cattle and has been well
prospered in his labors. Mr. Whitney has one
brother, Jessie S.. and one sister, Mrs. Marian
Bassett.

At Bluearth City, Minnesota; on April 10,

1879, occurred the marriage of Mr. \Vhitney
and Miss Flora Rusho and to this marriage two
children have been born: Maude, on January
21, 1880 and now the wife of Medley Osborne;
Loren J., born May 15, 1885, living at home.
The former is a native of Minnesota and the
latter of Idaho. Mrs. Whitney's parents,
Anthony and Almira (Morris) Rusho, were
natives of Canada. She has the following
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brothers and sisters: Anthony, dwelling at
Cusick, Washington; Joseph, in Taylor,
Nebraska; Charles, in Dakota; Frank, who
died in Usk, Washington, on June 9,1889;
Mrs. Almira Boyer; Mrs. Philmay Chees
brough, in Los Angeles, California; Mrs. Mar
garet \Vilcutt, in Lane county, Oregon: Mrs.
Cornelia Payne. ,yho died at Lagrande, Ore
gon, in 1900: Mary, \yho died in Minnesota at
the age of nineteen.

Mr. Whitney is a member of the 1. O. O. F.
and was raised under the influence of the Bap
tist church.

•••

WILLL\M J. SMITH is one of the oldest
pioneers of Douglas county and so long has he
been identified with the country and its interests• •

that one might say that his Ji fe has been prac-
tically all spent here. He resides abou~ six
miles north from Mold on a fine tract of land
of six hundred and forty acres. most of which
is under culti vation. The farm is a model one
supplied with modern and commodious build
ings and all other improvements needed. Mr.
Smith gives his attention both to raising small
grains and breeding horses. He has a fine band
and a good Shire and Percheron stallion. His
thrift and industry have made him one of the
wealthy and leading men of the county and he
has richly deseryecl the confidence and esteem
giyen him by his fellows.

William J. Smith was born in Schuyler
county, Missouri, on March 6. 1867, being the
son of John H. and Sarah C. (Horton) Smith,
natives of Tennessee and !vfissouri, respect
ively. Our subject began his education in
Adair county, Missouri, and in 1883, came with
his parents by wagon across the country to
Douglas county. He was a pupil in the first
school taught in the county. C. C. Ladd being
the instructor. Much of Mr. Smith's youth
was spent in the saddle riding for stock. The
father had located in what was known as the
California settlement and later, our subject
took a claim also. Finally, he purchased his fa
ther's land, and in 1901. took a homestead, all
of which makes him the estate mentioned abo\'e.
Mr. Smith has one brother, James H., and one
sister, Mrs. Loucina Mitchel. and one half
brother, Arthur L., and one half-sister, Mrs.
Bertha Sims.

In the California settlement on March 3,

1895. Mr. Smith married Miss Clara F B
SI b · S I . OoneIe was orn 111 a em, Oregon, on !vi h '

8 8 b . d . arc 21
I 7 , e111g a aughter of Frank Band J .'
(TI ')B . . enllle

yer ocme, natlVes of Oregon and .Mis-
soun, respectl\'ely, and now residing in British
ColumbIa. She has the fOllowing brothers and
SIsters: Arthur H., born III Salem, Or .
N II ' . E b . . egan

e Ie ., om 111 \Vaitsburg, Washingt :
Mabel A., also born in \Vaitsburg: Harvel' ~.'
born III Douglas county; and Elsie also bo'r .'. , nln
thiS county. To Mr. and l\Irs. Smith, five chil
dren haye been born: Bessie :\., on l\Iav 14
1896 : Vera M., on August 28, 1898: Leroy'
on March 15, 190?: Clara P., on July 1I, 190;:
and ltha, on Apnl 2. 1904. All were born in
Douglas county. Mr. Smith is a member of
the 1\1accabees.

• ••

HOX. WILLIAM F. HAYNES is the
chosen representative to the state legislature
from Douglas county. his election occurring in
!902. when he secured the position by a major
Ity of one hundred and thirty-five over the
fusionist candidate, his 0\\'11 naI;le appearing on
the Republican ticket. Mr. Havnes has been
efficient and acti"e in the leg;slature and
brought forward the bill legalizing the opening
of reads on all section Jines. He is a member of
the committee on railroads. also is on the com
mittee on irrigation and agriculture, and is
chairman of the committee on dairy and live
stock.

\ Villiam F. Haynes was born in Clinton
county. Ohio. on October 28. 1837, the son of
Charles and Maria (Franklin) Haynes, natives
of New York, and pioneers in Ohio and In
diana. Our subject was educated in the public
schools of his native countv and there and in
Indiana grew to manhood. - 'Vhen eighteen, he
engaged in the mercantile business and con
tinued in the same fro111 1856 to 1862. Then
he sold out and shipped cattle to eastern mar
kets. This occupied him until 1878 in which
year he was chosen clerk for the circuit court
at Danville. Hendricks county, Indiana. \\,here
he served for four years. During this time. he
owned and operated a flouring mill. contlllUlng
in the same until 1888. In that year. M~
Haynes sold out his property in the east an

, I dl pres-came to Douglas county. He se ecte liS ,
ent place and took a half section by homestead
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d re-emption rights. To this he has ad~ed

an hP 'nee and he has now a large estate, which
muc Sl • h H Iraduces much small gram and ay. ea so
p , cattle and has a large band on the range
raises ck M
besides some horses and other sto.. , .I.
Havnes has mani~este~ exc~llent bUSiness ~bll
't "n his enterpnses m this county and IS a
1 y I of careful discrimination and while con-
man f" ,

~'l1tive is possessed 0 a progressive splnt I
se.. II' h'd the interests of the county are we 111 IS
~~nds. From 1894 to 1898 he was commis
sioner of Douglas county and conserved the
people's interest well.

Mr. Haynes has the following brothers and
sisters, Charles, Samuel, Thomas, Mrs. Aman
da Henson, Mrs. Mary Bowsman. and Mrs.
,~Imira Haines.

At Danville, Indiana, on November IS.
1860, Mr. Haynes married Miss Asbarine H.
Cash who was born in the same town, on
Dece:nber 12. 1841. To this union four chil
dren were born. Harry S., Charles, Aggie, wife
of Fred Sisson. in Colorado, and Frank D. On
.~priI6, 1875, Mr. Haynes was called to mourn
the death of his wife. '

On Jtme 3, 1878, Mr. Haynes married a
second time, Eva Ferguson, a native of Dan
rille, Indiana. becoming his bride on that oc
casion. To this marriage two children were
born. William, on November 14. 1883; Arthur,
on January 2, IB90, both native to this county.
At Coulee City, on March 22, 1893, Mr. Hay
nes was again called to mourn at the hand of
death. his wife crossing the river on that date.

Mr. Haynes is a member of the A. F. &
.~, M. He is a man of broad public mind and
has labored wisely and well in the endeavor to
bUild up the interests of the county and enhance
the prosperity of the section.

•••

WILLIAM B. ESTES iives about two
miles southwest from Southside, where he has
a fine large estate. One section is in his own
light and the balance is school land, leased from
the t M -, Sate. 1 I. Estes does general farming and
raises stock. Among the latter may be men
tioned Same of the fine Clyde horses to be found
In thiS section ofthe country He also has some
cattlead' .ho n a number of well bred Poland Chma
e' f' Mr. Estes has just completed a large
Ig t-room house, modern in every respect, be-

4:1

ing supplied with bath and so forth, and it is
one of the largest dwellings in Douglas county.
The place is well supplied with water, orchard'
and other conveniences and is a very pleasant:
rural abode.

Vvilliam B. Estes was born in Jefferson'
county, Tennessee, on February 16, 1857, the
son of Samuel and Sarah J. (McBride) Estes,
both natives of Tennessee. The father served
in the confederate army and was at Vicksburg;
under General Pemberton. He was twice a'
prisoner during the war. In 1875, the family'
migrated to Linn county, Oregon, where set-
tlement was made and our subject completed:
his education which he had begun in Tennessee.
He grew to manhood's estate in Oregon, having
lived in both Linn and Umatilla counties. In
1888, he came to Douglas county and took a
homestead to which he has added by purchase,
until he has the estate mentioned above. Mr.
Estes came here with very little capital and his
present large and gratifying holdings have been
gained entirely by his own industry and wise
management and he is to be congratulated upon
the abundant success which he has achieved.

Mr. Estes has one sister. Mrs. Catherine
Dick. li"ing at Pilot Rock. Oregoil. On Feb
ruary 13. 1889. Mr. Estes married Miss Lizzie,
daughter of \\'illiam C. and Susannah (Len
nox) \Vhite. natives of Tennessee and Mis
souri. respectively and now residing at Echo,
Oregon, Mrs. Estes was born in Oregon. on
January 12, 1863. Mrs. vVhite's father, David:
T. Lennox, was captain of the first wa'ron
train that ever crossed the plains. it being ~n
der the leadership of Marcus \Vhitman. David'
T. Lennox was also organizer of the first Bap
tist church on the Pacific coast.

Mrs. Estes has the following brothers and
sisters. William S., Louis 0 .. Thomas 0 .. John
E.. Millard F., Mrs. Rose Hammer, Mrs.
Nancy C. Means. Jessie M. White. Mrs. Har
riett F. Ward. and Mrs. Dellia M. Getchell.
The last two named are deceased. The names.
of the children born to Mr. and Mrs. Estes
with the dates of their respective birth, are as.
follows; Bessie M .. August 18, 1890; William,
c.. September 20. 1893; Cora E., March 23,.
1895; Lottie B" September 12, 1898; Lonola
A., April 16. 1900; and Annie L., September
28.1903. Mr. and Mrs. Estes are both members
of the American Yoeman and were both raised,

in the Baptist churchI They are people that
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have the gooQ will of all, having shown by their
labors and walk, their uprightness and integ
rity.

•••

JOHN R. LEWIS. who lives about a mile
north from Coulee City, is, doubtless, one of the
best known men in Douglas county. Since the
very early days, he has been prominent in every
line of industry in the building up and im
provement of the country, and has labored here
with excellent results. After settling here, he
at once gave his attention to rpaking known
the resources of the country and especially to
his countrymen, the \Velsh people having a
desire for a large settlement in the Big Bend
country. He wrote numerous newspaper
articles and assisted settlers in finding good lo
cations and in every way possible was very in
fluential in getting the country filled up with a
good substantial people.

John R. Lewis was born in Cardiganshire.
\'\Tales, on January 10. 1855, being the son of
Thomas and Mary (Jones) Lewis, natives of
\V",les, also. His educational training was
received in the common schools and he re-

•
mained in that country until September 24,
1880. On that date, he landed in Philadelphia,
from which place he went to Braddock, Penn
sylvania. and took up work at his trade, that of
the stonem1son, which he had thoroughly mas
tered in his O\vn country. For two and one--half years. he labored there, working on the
Edgllr Thompson steel works. Mr. Lewis then
came west \·ia San Francisco and in March,
1883. filed on a pre-emption and timber culture
claim ne1r the present town of Almira. After
spending so.me years there in building up and
getting the country settled, he came to his
present location and took a homestead. But
one other settler. Philip McEntee, was in the
Coulee. Mr. Lewis has given his attention al
most exclusively to stock raising, since settling
in the Coulee, and he h1s gained remarkable
svccess in this line. During the year of 1889
90 he lost two-thirds of his cattle; owing to the
hean' winter and storms. Since that time.- .
11OWe\'er. he has increased his herds until he has
a very fine holding at the present time. Mr.
Lewis Ins always taken a very active interest
in politiol matter- -'1d from 1888 to 1892,
he sen-eel as co~ ,missioner of Douglas
county. He is I esent time, a member

of the state central committee of the R b.
can party and has always attended the,epu Ii-

. COunty
conventlOns and many of the state Con t'
I '. ven IOns
n 1904, Mr. LeWIS received the unan' .

. fl' '. ImousvOice 0 t 1e conventlOn nomlllatmg him f h
1 '1 b' ortestate egis ature ; ut oWlllg to the ra·l· d

I·· h'l Iloacamp 1catlOns. w IC 1, as he viewed the Ii Id
deterred him from doing what he deem deh.'
duty for the people in that capacity' he reef IdS

h '· ML' , use
t .e nomlllatlOn. r. eWls is a progressive
Wide awake and talented man. '

In August, 1880. at Aberystwith Wal
Mr.. Lewis married Miss Ellen, daughter ~i
DaVid and Ellen Jones, natives of Wales. To
this union ten children have been born named
as follows: David.. March 19, 1884; Mary,
Api'll 24, 1885; Edith, March 9, 1887; Olwen,
February. 7, 1890; Arthur, October 10 IRr,r', "-";J,

Ellen, JaI11~ary I, 1893; Blodwen August 14,
1894; Anme. October 18, 1897; Sarah, March
II, 1900; and John. January 28, 1903.

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis were raised under the
influence of the Presbvterian church and are-stanch and upright people w1-)o have won hosts
of friends and are deserving of the esteem and
confidence granted them by their fellows.

•••

JAMES H. SMITH dwells about five miles
southwest from Coulee Citv, on one of the best

•
-locations in the entire Grand Coulee. His es-
tate is situated at the head of Blue Lake, with
sufficient water to irrigate a good portion of it
and with a grand panoramic view of the tower
ing walls of the coulee and other scenery which
is very inspiring. Mr. Smith is known as one
of the large stock raisers in Douglas county
and has accumulated a nice fortune in this in
dustry.

James H. Smith was born in Adair county,
Missouri. The father's ancestors dwelt m Vir,
ginia. The family came to this country 10

1882, locating in the Cali fornia settlement
Our subj ect was a pupil in the first school or
ganized in the county, which was taught b~ Cd
C. Ladd and under his training, he receive
most of his education. At the age of twenty
he engaged in the stock business and has oondtinued in the same since. He has a large ban
of choice Hereford cattle and a bunch of horses.
Mr. Smith's estate is provided with a goo::dtwo
story residence, plenty of barns, outbtII lOgs
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and so forth and is devoted largely to the pro
d ction of hay. He has a fine alfalfa field,
i~igated. and raises in addition to that some
grain and hay. He also h.as a very fine orchard
of select fruit. Mr. Smith has two brothers,
William J. and Arthur L.. and two sisters, Mrs.
Lou Mitchell and Mrs. Bertha Sims.

Near Hartline, on January 1" 1890, M r.
Smith married Miss Melissa, daughter of Alex
ander and Polly (Helton) Osborne, natives of
Illinois and Kentucky, respecti\'ely. Mrs.
Smith ",as born in Missouri. on August 27,
1871, and has two brothers, \,Villis and Medley,
and one sister, Mrs. Maggie \Vallock. To Mr.
and Mrs. Smith five children have been born;
Mabel, on January 13, 1891; Elbert L., on June
II. 1892; Altha L.. on November 3, 1894;
Elsie Moo on December 10, 1896; and Charles
F" on October 17, 1898.

11r. Smith was raised under the influence
of the Salvation Army but at present is not a
member of anv denomination.-

•••

OSCAR F. OSBORKE A~D CHARLES
L. OSBOR~E. The firm of Osborne Brothers
composed of the gentlemen. whose names ap
pm at the head of this article. is one of the
largest stock concerns of the Big Bend country.
They reside about five miles northwest from I
Lincoln where they have a very large estate:'
fitted up as a first-class \Vashington stock farm.
They are known as \'ery progressi\'e and ca
pable men and have demonstrated their ability
in achie\'ing a success that has placed the~
among the leading stock men of the state. The\
hare at the prese~1t time about one thousand
head of choice Red Durham and Hereford
cattle. \;esides very much other property. Thev
were born in Loudon county Tennessee. in
~859 and 1866. respectively, b~ing the sons of
homas and Eveline (Matlock) Osborne, na

tives of North Carolina and Tennessee, re
shelIv~ly. Oscar F. came to \Vashington in
:he :pnng of 1882 and settled in the coulee in
f e\;all of 1883, where he took a homestead and
~~ er culture claims. The following spring.

IS brother Charles joined him and took up
~me ~ore land. They joined their labors in

S
mproving the estates and in stock raising and
tnee that t' .of th . lme, they have been together 111 all

elr ventures. The home place is on the

homestead taken by Oscar. It is well supplied
with fine buildings, corrals and all the conven
iences needed to make it both valuable and at
tracti Ye. Osborne Brothers were among the
first to introduce thoroughbred stock and their
brand is on some of the most valuable animals
in this county. \Vhen they first came here all
supplies had to be freighted from Spokane and
Sprague and in going this distance they would
pass but fi\'e or six settlers' cabins on the road.
Their first cattle market was at Fort Spokane.
Afterwilfd they sold in Seattle. having to drive
to Ellensburg for shipment. They crossed the
Columbia river at the mouth of Moses Coulee
on a hand ferry. They continued steadily at
their labors and ha\'e now become wealthy and
leading citizens. Our subjects have two
brothers and fi\'e sisters, John \\T., \\Tilbur J.,
Mrs, Louisa Blair, Mrs. Annie Kaylor, Mrs.
Addie Robinson, r.1rs. Florence Penland, and
Hattie.

Oscar Osborne \vas married in 1896, to
Miss Lillie Scheibener, the daughter of F. :M.
and J. E. Scheibener, \vho are mentioned else
where in this \'olume. Two children have been
born to this union. Floyd and J oannalt Our
subjects \\'ere both received in the Presbyterian
church and are upright and substantial men.

• ••

\VALTER C. COX:, M. D., stands at the
head of a large and increasing practice in Doug
las county. He is located at Hartline where
he has been actively engaged in his profession
since 1902. His skill. erudition and integrity
have placed him in the front ranks of pro
fessional men in this part of the state.

"'alter C. Cox \\'as born in Montgomery
county. Missouri, on June 16. 1868, being the
son of r.lilton and Mickey (Helms) Cox, na
tives of :\1issouri. The father was a judge in
Montgomery county fOl' eight years, was prom~
inent in the county affairs and was a soldier in
the late war. After completing a course in
the state university of Columbia, our subject
entered the Marion Sims school of medicine in
St. Louis. In due time he graduated from this
lnstitution \vith especially high honors,
being leader of his class. Following
that. he took a pw<' graduate course
in the Chicago Y'Jraduate Medical
College and receiv" .,~cellent diploma
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from that also. He began the practice of med
icine in Shamrock, Missouri, in 1892, where he
remained for ten years. Then he came west
and settled at Hartline and opened an office
where he has been busily engaged since. Dr.
Cox has the confidence of the people throughout
the country and is well known in the profession
as a man of skill. He has four brothers and
one sister, James A., \Villiam H., John, Samuel
S., and Mrs. Lucretia M. Jones.

At Middleton, Missouri, on October 15,
1892, Dr. Cox married Miss Lena M., daughter
of Lucien and Anna Savage, natives of Mis
souri. Mrs. Cox was born in Lincoln county,
Missouri, on September 20, 1870. She has two
sisters, Bell and Maude. To Mr. and Mrs.
Cox, the following children have been born:
William A., on July 18. 1893; Anna M., on
Janary 10, 1896; Lucien M., on April 10, 1899
and Champ C, in Hartline, on March 5, 1903.

The doctor is a member of the A. F. &. A.
M., the 1. O. O. F., and the M. W. A.

•••

CALVIN R. STEELE is the efficient and
successful manager of the Hayden Lumber
Company at Hartline. He has won his present
prominent position among business men of this
town by industry and manifestation of ability.
He is one of the leading cit:zens of this part of
Douglas county.

Calvin R. Steele was born in Burlington,
Iowa, on April 25, 1872. \Vhen an in fant, he
was adopted by his grandparents, Samuel and
Rebecca Steele, to be raised and remained in
their family until he reached manhood. He is
a self educated man, having gained his own
training both in the common school and the
commercial college of \Vestern Iowa. In that
state he was in the employ of the state deaf
and dumb institution and in other capacities.
In 1895, he came west, settling ne:tr Hartline on
a homestead. For the first year, he was en
gaged on a farm, working for wages, and then
began the improvement and cultivation of his
place. after which he opened a barber business
in Hartline. He added, later. confectionery
and jewelry. After a successful time in this
line of business, Mr. Steele was engaged by M.
E. and E. T. Hay in handling- the lumber de
pqrtment of their business. Finally in 1902:
he took entire charge of the business of the

Hayden Lumber Company at Hartline .
which capacity we find him operating at' t~:
present time.

At Council Bluffs, Iowa, in Septembe
1893, occurred the marriage of Mr. Steele anJ
Miss Cleora, daughter of John 1. and Margaret
(Elliott) Fulton, both natives of Ohio. The
father was a veteran of the Rebellion haVing
served in the Eighth Iowa Cavalry under Gen
eral McCook and is now a member of the G.
A. R. Mrs. Steele was born in Jefferson coun
ty, Iowa, on June 6, 1874. She has the follow
ing brothers and sisters, Orlander E., Simon
Dwight, Pearl, Mrs. Charles Blanchard, and
Mrs. James Clark. To Mr. and Mrs. Steele,
three children have been born, named as fol
lows: Lester W., on June 17,1896; VivianM.,
on March 3D, 1899; and Lloyd, on June 6,
1901. All are natives of Hartline. Mr.
Steele is master and senior warden of Lodge
No. 120, A. F. & A. M.; is recording secretary
of Lodge No. 201,1. O. O. F.; is charter mem
ber of the Maccabees and belongs to the M. \V.
A., all in Hartline.

rvlr. Steele and his family are adherents of
the Methodist church.

• • •

JOHN F. DGNCAN is a gentleman of
first-class standing in Douglas county and is
one of the pioneers of the Big Bend count!)·.
He has a fine estate of one section about tll'O
miles north from Hartline, which is all laid
under tribute for the production of wheat. In
addition to this, he owns real estate in different
sections of the county, besides \'arious other
property holdings.

John F. Duncan was born in McDonough
county, Illinois, on August 25, 1862, bemg the
son of John and Margaret (Chapin) Duncln,
natives of Illinois and Ohio, respectively. The
father was a veteran of the Civil War. Ou;
subject was educated in the public schools ~
Hancock county Illinois and there rernatn, . f mmg
until he grew to' manhood, takmg up ar h
after he arrived at his majority. In r886j. e
came to Lincoln countv, Washington, set! fim

g
. '. h for I'enear \Vllbur where he made hIS onJe, tdnelr

Years. After that he took a homes ea ed
d' rov

Baird pOstoffice, Douglas county an Irn~hased
the same in good season. T?en he puhas de
his present home place andsmce then
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ed his energies largely to the improvement
vot . . f d' k'and cultivallon of his arm. an In stoc rals-
. He has a fine band of well graded cattle
~n~ horses. Mr. Duncan has two brothers and
one sister, Elmer E., Ralph J., and Mrs. Loretta

B. Fry. IT h' D bAt Wilbur, vvas Ington, on ecem er 27,
8<}1 Mr. Duncan married Miss Minnie, daugh

:er df Samuel C. and Louisa (Davis) Hyde,
natives of Wisconsin a~d ~ew Hampshire, re
spectively. Mr. Hyde IS a veteran of the CIvil
War. Mrs. Duncan was born in Pierce county,
Wisconsin, on September 9, 1869 and has one
brother, Fred and one sister, Mrs. Nellie Lewis.
To Mr. and Mrs. Duncan have been born Pearl
Fern on December I I, 1897 and two children,
a gi;l and a boy. who died when six months
of age. and one son, Glenn E., on November

29. 1903·
Fraternally. Mr. Duncan is affiliated with

the .-\. F. & A. M., the 1. O. O. F., the Mac
cabees and the M. W. A. He and his wife
are members of the Methodist church at Hart
line and are the center of a large circle of
friends. In addition to his other labors, Mr.
Duncan is now serving as deputy treasurer and
delinquent tax collector of Douglas county, in
1rhich capacity he gives entire satisfaction.

• I .,

JAMES P. SCHROCK has labored in
Douglas county with becoming energy and wis
dom since the earliest days in which the white
IT!en settled here. He now dwells about six
miles north from Hartline on an estate of
nearly one thousand acres which he has secured
and the place is in a high state of cultivation.
It IS devoted to hay and the cereals and im
proved in excellent shape. Commodious and
tasty buildings, fences. orchard. well and so
forth. are in evidence,' and in fact everything
needed on a first class grain and fruit· farm.
}[r. Schrock divides his attention between
general farming and stock raising having now
01 h .''er tree hundred head of choice Durham cat-
tle b 'deSI es horses and so forth. Mr. Schrock is
fr;:, of the real pioneers of the country. whose
a rs haye done much to open up the country
and .

. s!tmulate others in these excellent enter-
pnses H h . d d . SadD e as Intro uce chOIce horthom

P
nl urham cattle into this country and it is
easant t .o see one who has labored thus hard

and skillfully for wealth, to make a home. and
develop the country, enjoy the fruits of his toil
in abundance as does Mr. Schrock.

James P. Schrock was born in Linn
county, Missouri, on September 14, 1850, being
the son of Joseph and Mary (Gilmer) Schrock,
natives of Virginia and early settlers in Mis
souri. From the common schools of his native
state, our subject received his education and
there remained until twenty-three years of age.
Then he traveled to Idaho and Nevada, re
maining until 1876, when he returned to Mis
souri, and in 1883 came to Douglas county.
He took government claims and soon added by
purchase until. he possessed the large 'estate
mentioned. Mr. Schrock has the following
brothers and sisters, Andrew J., Davis G.,
Samuel. Lee. Edward F., Willis E .. Joseph,
Mrs. Dora Street, and Mrs. Mary Gibbon.

In Linn county. Missouri. on September 16,
1883, Mr. Schrock married Miss Sarah E.,
daughter of Elias and Annie (Owen) Coker
ham, natives of Kentucky. Mrs. Schrock was
born in Linn county, Missouri, on September
II. 1859 and has two sisters. Mrs. Frances
Ogle and Mrs. Eveline \Villiams. To our sub
ject and his wife. these children have been born,
Charles, Edgar. Clara M.. Elsie M.. Joseph W.,
Davis L.. and Vera G.

Mr. Scrock was raised a Methodist and
with his family belongs to that denomination
at the present time. Like the other pioneers
that wended their way into this unbroken do
main of nature, Mr. Schrock was obliged to
travel to Spokane and Sprague for his supplies,
each trip constlming a week or more; but he
labored faithfully on and has made a brilliant
success in financial matters.

•••
•

JOHN FRANKLIN HARRIS. 'M. D.,
who is proprietor of the drug store in Hartline
is also- at the head of a large practice of medi
cine in and around the same town. His equip
ment for this profession is as good as money
can buy and his librarv is as fine as t,here is in
eastern \Vashington. Dr. Harris has met with
excellent success in his profession, owing to his
skill and erudition as a physician. His standing
in the community is of the best and the confi
dence inspired by his uprightness and ability
is widespread.
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J. F. Harris was born in Bloomfield, Iowa, .
on April 1, 1853, being the son of John Q. and
Emmeline (Shelton) Harris, natives of Indiana
and Ohio, respectively. The parents were
pioneers to Iowa and the father was a member
of the Second Missouri State Militia and also
served three years and four months during the
war of the Rebellion. Our subject received
his literary training in Missouri and then en
tered the American Medical College in St.
Louis, graduating in 1882 and being one of
four to receive honorable mention out of a large
class. Immediately subsequent to receiving
his degree, he began the practice of medicine
in Mercerville, Missouri. One year later, he
went to Goldsberry of the same state. In 1890,
Dr. Harris sought larger fields in the west
and came to \Vashington. For three years
he practiced at Medical Lake, then went to
Harrington. Later, we find him in Northport,
Stevens county, where he followed his pro
fession for five years. He was a member of
the first city council of that town and the second
mayor elected. In 1901, Dr. Harris came to
Hartline, opened a drug store and began the
practice of medicine. Since that time, he has
been closely identified with the interests of the
town and gained in addition to a large practice,
an excellent patronage in his store. He has
also been a foremost man in every effort and
movement to build up the country. His store is
well stocked with a choice selection of drugs
and sudries and is a first class establishment.
Dr. Harris is now coroner of Douglas county,
having been elected on the Republican ticket
against P. ]. Fresinger, of \Vaterville. Our
subject is one of five children, the other fQur
being mentioned as follows, James \TV.. Mrs.
Laura Boyles, Mrs. William Easley, and Mrs.
William Wright.

At Macon, Missouri, in 1872. Dr. Harris
married Mary B., the daughter of William and
Matilda (Gunnells) Griffin, natives of Ken
tucky. To this union the following children
were born. \TVilbur A., Oma E., E. Verna, who
died at Harrington, Lucretia. who died when
an infall't. and Otha \TV. The latter was born
in \Vashington and the other four first saw the
light in Missouri. Dr. Harris is a prominent
man in fraternal circles. being a member of the
A. F. & A. ~r.. of the 1. O. O. F., having passed
all the chairs in this latter order the Maccabees, ,
the W. \TV., and the Foresters.

He is a substantial, progressive and leadin
man, and has won the esteem and confiden gf
II be· k . ce 0a, mg nown as one of the mfluential m .

of the county. en
• • •

CHARLES E. FLYNN has the distinetio
of being one of the early pioneers of Doug! n

d · f' ascounty an IS now one 0 ItS well to do citizen
He resides about six miles north from Hartli:~
on an estate of one half section which he se
cured by homestead right and by purchase. He
has comfortable improvements on the farm and
?evotes his attention to stock raising and farm
mg.

Charles E. Flynn was born in Huntington
county, Canada, on June 9, 1858, being the SOil

of Bernard and Katherine (Bennett) Flynn
who now resides in Oregon. Our subject
was educated in the public schools of
Canada, Iowa and Oregon, and in the latter
place he lived fourteen years. In 1884. he
moved to Yakima where one year was spent.
Then came the journey to Douglas county and
he selected his present place as a preemption,
taking it later also as a homestead. Here he
has remained since, always laboring with
energy and wisdom in the accumulation of a
good holdi,ng and in the worthy labors of for
warding the interests of the country. Before
leaving Oregon, he was section foreman on the
Southern Pacific, being the first one in charge
of the section out of Roseburg. Mr. Flynn has
three brothers and three sisters who have been
mentioned in another portion of this work, and
also a half brother, P. A. Flynn, now in Cal
ifornia

On August 1J, 1902. Mr. Flynn married
Miss Winifred Dwyer. Her parents, John and
Julia (Murray) Dwyer. are natives of Ireland.
Mrs. Flynn has three brothers in this country,
Michael, Patrick and William T., and three
brothers and four sisters in Canada.

The conditions obtaining at the time of Mr.
Flynn's settlement here were so different from
what they are to-day that one must draw upo~
his imagination to realize them. In place 0

fertile farms in every section, it was ba~en
prairie covered with sage brush, an~ crops or
the first few years were almost nothmg. d t

Whatever trading was to be done, ha
h

0
. . r one un-

be done m Spokane or Sprague. ave t rttle
dred miles away. Being possessed of bu I
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• ••

'tal he was forced to go to the Palouse
cap' try'. and Walla Walla to work in the har-
Coun . h' f, t fields to gain money to Improve IS arm.
T~is continued until it h.ad become self sup-

rtina and since that time, he has labored
po l:> f' dhere with proper returns 0 prosperity an

\realth.

WILLIAM W. HIGGI:K:BOTHAM re
sides about six miles north from Hartline and
was born in \<\Iayne county, Kentucky, on Feb
rury 13, 1848. His parents \\'ere J. and Pris
cilla A. (Cullum) Higginbotham, natives of
Kentucky. The common schools of Kentucky,
Illinois, Iowa, and Missouri contributed to the
education of our subject and in 1881, he crossed
the plains with two teams of horses and mules,
to Oregon, settling in Union county. In 1885,
he came to Douglas county, \Vashington, and
took up a homestead where he now resides.
To this he has added a quarter section that
adjoins his place, The whole estate is under
cultivation and supplied with all the improve
ments needed on a first-class grain and stock
farm. He gave his attention to general farm
ing and stock raising and although he lailded
here with but forty dollars cash and a team
and wagon, he is now one of the prosperous
and leading men of the section, He has some
fine bands of cattle and horses and in addition
to his farm, has other property. Mr, Higgin
botham has five sisters and brothers. John c. ..
George C, Thomas, Mrs. Mary Alexander, and
Mrs, Ellen Darr.

In Linn county, Missouri, on September 2,
1875, Mr. Higginbotham married Miss Mag
gIe. daughter of John and Historian (Run
nells) Gier, natives of Madison and Gillespie
connties, Kentucky, respectively. The mother
dIed 10 1862 and the father now resides with
Our subject. Mrs, Hig-ginbotham was born in
Lmn county, Missouri. on May 21, 1857 and
has one brother and lise sisters. Henry, Mrs.
~llen, Lambert, Mrs. Fanny Jenkins, Mrs.
~anl1le Long, Mrs. Elizabeth Stanton, and
. rs, Sarah Lambert, deceased. To Mr. and
Mrs, Higginbotham five sons and five daugh
ters have been born, Estes E,. \Villiam A" de
~:l~ed. ]. Alv~. Mrs, .~da B. Stinebaugh,
M a ,M.. HattIe A., OdlS A" Lmneaus \"1.,

ag-gle J. deceased, and Eva B.
Mr, Higginbotham was raised in the faith

of the Christian church and he and his wife
are now members of the Salvation Army, which
has the local headquarters at Spokane, They
are substantial people and have the respect and
confidence of all.

• ••

JOH:\' JO:\'KE, an industrious and pro
gressi\'e Douglas county agriculturist lives
about one-half mile east from Lincoln county
and de\'otes his attention to both general farm
ing and stock raising. He was born in Austria,
in December, 1855, being the son of John and
Cecilia Jonke, natives of Austria, Our subject
received a good high school education in this
country then learned the hat makers' trade. In
1870, he journeyed to the United States and
settled in Philadelphia, Four years later, he
came thence to Spokane Falls and wrought in
various capacities there, being with Holly
Mason Marks, and the Spokane Gas Company.
He was one of the earliest settlers in Spokane
county and after some years came to Douglas
county, where he took a preemption on which
he now lives, Later he took a homestead which
is across the line in Lincoln county, He has
impro\'ed his property in first-class shape and
has a nice stock of well bred cattle and horses,
Mr. Jonke is an enterprising and progressive
man and has labored \"ith the reward deserved
for himself,

At Spokane, in 1897, Mr. Jonke married
Miss Margaret Pasic and to them three chil
dren ha\'e been born: Joseph, on February 16,
1899; Antonio. on August 27, 1900; and Mar
garet. on .-\pril 2, 1902.

Mr, and :l\Irs. Jonke are adherents of the
Catholic church and are well respected people.

• ••

fOHN OUINCY DRiNKARD is one of. -
the men who early invaded the wilds of Doug-
las county arid has fought steadily on through
all sorts of reverses, overcoming obstacles and
finally winning a success of which he is emi
nently worthy. He was born in Grundy county,
!v[issouri, on April I, 1857, being the son of
William and Martha (Wilson) Drinkard. The
rriother was born in North Carolina and the
father in Missouri. He took part with the
Confederates in the Civil War. In 186,. the

•

family came across the plains to Linn coun-
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ty, Oregon, where our subject received his
education and grew to manhood. In 1886 he
left that country and located in Douglas county.
He took a preemption and homestead. His
land is well improved with good buildings and
is farmed to small grain almost entirely. Mr.
Drinkard also has some cattle and horses. He
has won considerable property and is one of
the well-to-do men in this portion of the coun
ty. The earlier years here were fraught with
much hardship and self denial. Mr. Drinkard
has five brothers and four sisters, James 0.,
William J., Robert, George W., Homer, Mrs.
Flora B. Taylor, Anne, Mrs. Etta Taylor and
Mrs. Hattie Jenks.

At Colfax. \Vashington, on September 25,
1887. Mr. Drinkard married Miss Sarah,
daughter of Silas and Mary Pearl Keeney,
pioneers of Oregon. Mrs. Drinkard was born
in Linn county, Oregon, on July [3, 1864 and
died September 20, 1892. She had one half
brother, Enoch, and one sister, Mrs. Laura
Taylor. To Mr. and Mrs. Drinkard two chil
dren were born. Vera Grace, on November 6,
1888 and Ada Etta, on March 18, 1890, the
former in Linn county, Oregon, and the latter
in Douglas county. Mr. Drinkard contracted
a second marriage on January 16, 1897, Anna
McHargue, the daughter of Z. Taylor and
Malvina (Boyce) McHargue. natives of Mis
souri, becoming his bride at that time. Mrs.
Drinkard was born in Grundy county, Missouri,
oOn March IS, 1873.

Mr. Drinkard is a member of the Macca
bees \V hile he and his wi fe are adherents of the
Methodist church.

•••.,

JAMES DAY, one of the pioneers of
Douglas county, who weathered the trying
times of early days, is now one of the prosper
oous citizens here and lives eight and one-half
miles north from Hartline. In the years he has
Temained here he has shown remarkable forti
tude, excellent wisdom and progressiveness and
the result is that he has hosts of friends. a good
competence, and has become one of the re
spected men of the county.

James Day was born in Susquahanna,
Pennsyl vania. on October 30, 1849, being the
son of Edwarcl and Mary (Clark) Day. natives
oOf Ireland and New York, respectively. The
father died in New Orleans in 1849. Our

s1!bject .was educated in the common schools of
hiS natIve country and remained in Penn I

. '1 h sy-vanra untI e reached manhood's estate I
1878, he moved to Nebraska, settling in Vall u
county, where he engaged in farming for foey
years. In April, 1882, he moved to Idaho a:~
later to \lValla \Valla. It was in 1884, when
Mr. Day settled in ,Douglas county and took
up a homestead where he now resides. He ha
improved the land in good shape and has aver s
nice home place. y

Mr. Day has one brother, Frank, and one
sister, Mrs. Margaret McCann. .

At Spokane, on May 27, 1891, Mr. Dav
married Mrs. Mary Hayes, daughter of Tam~

and Ellen Hollarn, natives of Ireland and ~e\\'

York City. respectively. Mrs. Day was born in
Scranton. Pennsvlvania, on December 16, 1857.
and has two brothers, Michael and James. To
Mr. and Mrs. Day, three children have been
born: James E., on May I, 1893; Elizabeth A,
on February 22, 1896; and John F. While iu
Pennsylvania. Mr. Day spent fourteen years in
the Elkhill coal mines.

Mr. and Mrs. Day are adherents of the
Catholic church and are well known through
out Douglas countv, having walked in a man·
ner that commended them to all.

• ••
WILLIAM SCULLY. When the first

settlers were beginning to locate in Douglas
county they were largely without money and
property. Our subject was in the same condi
tion at the time he secured a government claim
ten miles northwest from Almira where he has
resided since. He has a nice farm in a high
state of cultivation, well improved, \"ith sub
stantial buildings and other conveniences. and
all the result of his industry and labor.

William Scully was born in New Bruns·
wick. Canada. on November 27, 1848. bemgthe
son of Patrick and Jane (Kearney) Scully, na
tives of Ireland and New Brunswick, respect
ively. The father settled in Canada when Q~lte

I · Newyoung. Our subject was educatec 111 '.

Brunswick and there remained until 1872. bemg
. . I the yearengaged 111 the lumber busmess. n .

last mentioned, he came to the United States.
making settlement in \Visconsin. Lumbenng
~cupied him for ~ometime and next ~'e ~
him across the contment on Puget Sotln .
labored in the vicinity of Hood's canal for some-
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, lumbering, then moved to Yakima. Until
time 'dh d" 188 he ,,'as QCcuple t ere, f1vmg ogs on
II 3r'I'ver for the Northern Pacific. Then he
tle d k '

to DOllCTlas county an too a preemptIOn
came " .
",here he now lives. He also took a tImber

lture and his is one of the valuable estates of
~~e co~nty, Mr. Scully also takes a .keen inter-

t in politics and other questions of Importance
:~d in 1898, was called by his fellow citiz~ns to
fil1 the important office of county commlSSloner,
his name appearing on the Fusion ticket. Mr.
Scul1y has two brothers. Michael and Patrick,
and one sister Mrs. Margaret Daley.

In Spokane, on November 20, 1898.
occurred the marriage of Mr. Scully and Miss
Annie Doyle. Her par.ents, Jolm and Bridget
(Deveraux) Doyle. were natives of Ireland and
New Brunswick. respectively. She was born
in New Bnllls\\'ick. on May 16, 1853 and has
three sisters and three brothers. John, Patrick.
Paul, Mrs, Ellen Murphy, Mrs. Catherine
Xolan and Miss Margaret. Mr. and Mrs.
Scully are members of the Roman Catholic
church and are highly respected people. Their
walk has been such in Douglas county that they
have won the confidence and esteem of all who
know them. and their labors have been very
wisely bestowed, achieving abundant success in
financial matters.

• ••
DAVID WILSON. who resides seven and

one-half miles northwest from Almira, is one
of the well known and popular men of Doug
las county. His labors, his wisdom, his up
rightness. and his genialty, have won for him
both a brilliant success and financial favors, as
well as hosts of friends from every quarter.
He IS to-day one of the influential and re
spected .men who have made Douglas county
what It IS.

Da\'id Wilson was born in McDonough
countv. Illinois. on July 6, 1859, being the son
of Albert and Elizabeth (Burchett) Wilson,
natIves of Illinois and Ohio. respectively. The
common schools of his native county was the
place of his educational training- and he re
mamed in the Prairie State until twentv-three
Years f' "ita age. In 1882, he came to Seattle.
fia ~I to Oregon. then to Walla Walla, and
na v. In October, 1883. he landed in Douglas

COunty H '.-. . e at once made filmg on the south-
. east quart f' .er a sectlOn 26. townshIp 27, range

30, as a preemption. The next year, he took
up a homestead and in 1887, a timber culture
claim and the entire estate now is well culti
vated and productive of annual returns of ex
cellent crops. He was the first school director
of the Union school established in 1886, being
associated in this, work with J. O'Neil, J.
O'Flarity and A. L. Davis. Mrs. P. J. Young
was the teacher. Mr. Vvilwn bought the first
reaper in Douglas county and has ever been a
progressive man, having his estate supp.ied
with the best and latest machinery and also
laboring for the advancement and development
of the county. Mr. \Vilson has three brothers
and one sister, Lyman, Alonzo, James and Mrs.
Lucy Nebergal.

At Cheney, \Vashington, on November 12,
1885, Mr. \Vilson married Miss M. Alice,
daughter of William and Matilda (McHargue)
Montgomer)', natives of Missouri. They
crossed the plains to Oregon in 1865, making
settlement in Linn countv. The father is

"
still living. but the mother is deceased. Mrs.
\Nilson was born in Macon county, Missouri,
on May 6, 18;9 and has one brother, James,
and three sisters, Mrs. Mary Bowers. Mrs.
Laura Martin and Mrs. Ella Herron. To this
worthy couple four children have been born:
Eva Inis. on March 17, 1889: Clarence R .. on
June 19, 1890: Irna E .. on May 6. 1892; and
Hazel Dell. on September 10. 189.S.

Mr. Wilson is a member of the 1. O. O. F.
and he and his wife are adherents of the Pro
testant churches. Mr. \Vilson may take the
pleasure of reviewing his labors in Douglas
county with the assurance that he has made a
satisfactorv success and that he has done well

•

the part of the pioneer and substantial citizen
and has reared here an excellent family.

•••

JASON COVERT. one of the indus
trious and ,dde awake young agriculturists of
Douglas county. resides seven and one-half
miles northwest from ,:).lmira, where he does
general farming- and stock raising-. He was
born in Bartholomew county. Indiana, on De
cember 6. 1871. being- the son of Marshall M.
amI Jane S. (Mahaffey) Covert. natives of
Tnoiana and Ohio. respectively and pioneers
in Douglas county. M:lrshall M. is a blooo
relative of John. and Henry Covert, of San
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Joaquin county, California. The early settlers
of New York colony included some from HoI
land who were members of the Covert family,
and the name was originally spelled Coover.
The common schools of Indiana and Sprague,
Lincoln county, furnished the educational train
ing of our subject. He came here with his par
ents when fifteen and they remained in Sprague
for one winter. Later, they came to Douglas
county and our subject took a homestead
when twenty-one years of age. This continued
to be his home until June, last, when he re
moved on to one hundred and sixty acres which
he had received from his father, where he has
built a fine residence, large barns, and made
other improvements. Mr. Covert has made 2

good success in raising small grain and also
pays attention to handling cattle, horses and
hogs. having some fine thoroughbred specimens.
He has one brotQer, Leroy, living in this county.

At Columbus, Indiana, on January 6, 1900,
Mr. Covert married Miss Lizzie B., daughter
of Robert and Jemima A. (Fuel) White, na
tives of Indiana. The father is still Ii ving, but
the mother is deceased. Mrs. Covert was born
in Bartholomew county, Indiana, on June 26,
1880. She has one brother, three half brothers,
and one half sister, named as follows, Albert
C, John W., William R., Henry F. and Mrs.
Cora Mobley. To Mr. and Mrs. Covert, one
child has been born, Bernice, on February 7,
190 1.

Mr. Covert is a member of the I. O. O. F.
and he and his wife are adherents of the Baptist
church. \\Then the 'vVashington Central Rail
road was built through Douglas and Lincoln
counties, Mr. Covert was employed on it much
of the time. He has shown himself a man of
energy and industry, being also a patriotic and
progressive citizen.

•••

JAMES BURNETT VALENTINE is
conducting a general merchandise establish
ment at Bridgeport, \\Tashington. Perhaps no
other man has ever been in Douglas county,
\"ho is more popular with the public than Mr.
Valentine. who deservedly holds this position
as will be found ,,-hen reading an account of
his life. As a business man, he is upright. pro
gressive and skillful: as a citizen he is loyal,
broad minded and very active in the upbuilding

of the country. In his social life he is a
who finds and retains many friends, both~~
cause of hIS gemaiity. and his sterling worth.

James B. Valentme was born in Montrose
Scotland, on January 26, 1868, the SOn of
Stewart S. and Isabella (Grieve) Valenti
natives of Scotland, where they still resi~e,
Our subject received a good common sch~i
educatIOn and then learned the blacksmith trad
In 1884, he emigrated to the United States an~
after a short stay in Boston, came on to Um
atilla county, Oregon, where he worked at
the blacksmith's trade until 1888. In that year
Mr. Valentine came to Douglas county, l~cat:
ing a preemption and timber culture claim
about twenty miles north from Waterville.
That was his h~me until 1897, in which year,
he moved to Bndgeport and took up his pre
sent occupation. In 18q2, Mr. Valentine was
elected to the sheriffs office of Douglas county,
his name appearing on the Populist ticket, and
his majority ,,-as just twelve votes. Two years
later. he was called to the same office 'bv a- .
regular landslide, almost everybody voting for
him. It had been ascertained in the two vears,
previous that he was a man above reproach,
and he brought to bear in the fulfillment of the
important duites encumbent upon him in that
capacity, a wealth of wisdom, courage, and
integrity that made him a terror to e\·il doers
and a friend of every peace loving and law
abiding citizen of the county. Many were the
desperate characters whom he captured, among
them being E. A. Henderson, Del Woods, and
Bill Gibbon. a gang of horse thieves and o~t

laws who had been terrorizing the country tor
year~ but found a short end under Mr. Valen.
tine's term of office. Perhaps no man ever lett
an office in Douglas county with so many
regrets from the people as did Mr. Val~lltme
at the expiration of his second term. Untold
good has resulted from this excellent demon
stration and crooks and thieves learned to cease
their operations in this section. 11.1

At \\Tenatchee, on Octob'er 29, 1899, "/
Valentine married Mrs. Frances A. SCll y.
Her parents ,,-ere W. D. and Phoebe (Spence;)
Reeder natives of Missouri and Pennsylvall1ha,

• f t e
respectively. The father is a veteran 0

Civil War and belongs to the G. A. R. Mrs.
. . D' ty Iowa onValentme was born m aVIs COUll, hrs

September 30, 1864· She has four ~~ra~
and one sister, Elwood, Charles E., \ 1 1 ,
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h C and Mrs. Martha J. Crammer. ToJo n ., .

this union two chIldren have been born: Isa-
bella, on June 30, 1900; Etta Burnett, on

A ~'st IO 1903, both at Bndgeport. By' her
~u ,. fi

former marriage Mrs. Valentine. has ve
children, John \"1.. Edward C, ElIzabeth A., I
Henry and Mrs. Alta G. Mackey.

M;. Valentine has one brother, Charles \"1.,
'ho lives in Morrow county, Oregon, and sev

:~l brothers and sisters in the old country. He
is a member of the M. \"1. A. and an adherent
of the Presbyterian church. Mr. Valentine is
making excellent success of his present business
and is one of the leading men of the county in
business affairs and finance as well as other
lrlse. • ••

HER~L'\N CORNEHL is one of the very
busv men of Douglas county. Possessed of
energy, push and enterprise, a good physique
and plenty of spirit, he has found in this west
ern country an arena for operation congenial
to his make up. At the present time he is
operating a large mercantile establishment in
company with 1\1r. Valentine, who is mentioned
in another portion of this work. In J898. he
started in business at Bridgeport "'ith a small
stock of goods but the firm now carries between
IIrelve and fifteen thousand dollars worth of
l[oods on their shelves and in their warehouses.
They are the largest merchants north of \Vater-
"ille and do an immense business. .

Herman Cornehl was born in Hamburg.
Germany, on November 23. 1863. the son of
Henry and Annie K. (Schmidt) Corneh!. na
tives of Hamburg. Educated in the schools of
his native land. our subject there g-rew to man
hood, and in J88.). came to the United States.
He soon crossed this continent to San Francisco
and engaged in general work for three and ~me
~alf years. then went into business for himself
111 Alameda. handling- coal. ,,,ood and feed.
Two years later. we find him in Fresno. selling
~al estate. After that. 1\1 r. Cornehl went to
\'klah~ma and participated in that excitement.
. ot bemg pleased with the countrY he sold out
~nd journeyed to Guthrie, then -;0 Arkansas

h
ltl', after which he made a visit to Germanv.

t en .
came to the Big- Bend country. He took

~overnmellt claims in the fall of i890. at the
ead of \Vest Foster creek where he now

OWns one section of land, highly improved and

cultivated. Mr. Cornehl immediately gave his
attention to stock raising upon arriving here
and has continued in the same until the present
time. having large herds on his farm which he
oversees from his home in Bridgeport. As
stated before, he began business in Bridgeport
in J898, having as a partner, Mr. McLean. In
J899. Mr. McLean sold to ]\1r. Valentine and
since then, these two enterprising men have
conducted the business. They buy grain and
handle agricultural implements, in addition to
general merchandise. Mr. Cornehl has the fol
lowing brothers and sisters, Heinrich. \Villiam,
Gusta"us. Hinrich. Ernest and Ferdinand.

On May 18, J904. Mr. Cornehl married
Miss Pearl Galbraith. daughter of G. \\T. and
M. T. (\\Teaver) Galbraith. natives of Korth
Carolina and Texas, respectively. Mrs. Cor
nehl has the following named brothers and
sisters, George Roo \Villiam K., Claude, Percy,
Lottie and 1\1 andie.

Mr. Cornehl is a member of the M. \\!. A.
and also belongs to the Lutheran church. He is
active in educational matters and also is a mem
ber of the county central committee of the Re
publican party. He has so conducted himself
in the business that he has won the respect and
confidence of everyone who knows him and
stands among the leading business men of
Douglas county.

•••

CHARLES A. BELL has resided in the
Big Bend country for some years. During- this
time. he has devoted himself to farming and
stock raising and now has a large estate about
five miles northeast from Mold and also owns a
herd of well graded cattle. He cultivates about
two hundred acres of land and expects soon to
handle considerable more.

Charles A. Bell "'as born in Laclede county,
Missouri. on September 24. J867. being the son
of William and La"ina A. (Williams) Bell,
natives of North Cal'olina. The district schools
of Dade conntv . Missouri furnished his edu-

•
cational training and the early years of his
life "ere spent on a farm. He came with his
parents and the family west to Oregon in 1883
and three years later moved to the vicinity of
Egypt. in Lincoln county. It was 1896. when
Mr. Bell took land where he now resides and
soon after gave his attention to the impro\'e-
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ment of his place, doing general farming and
stock raising. His brothers and sisters are
mentioned in another portion of this work. '

On December 26, 1891, in Spokane, Mr.
Bell married Miss Etta A. Duncan. Her par
ents, William E. and Minerva J. (Southard)
Duncan, were natives of Illinois. Mrs. Bell
was born in Erath. county, Texas, on April 8,
1872 and has one brother, \Villiam, and one
sister, Mrs. Martha Hart.

To this couple two children have been born,
John B., in Lincoln county, on November 27,
1894, and Katie J., in Douglas county, on Sep
tember 4, 1901.

Mr. Bell is a member of the A. O. U. W.

•••

DANIEL E. LEAHY lives at Leahy post
office and is occupied in general farming and
stock raising. He is one of the oldest pioneers
of Douglas county and is known as one of the
most successful men within its precincts. He
owns a section of good wheat land, besides one
hundred head of choice, well bred cattle, and
a band of horses. His estate is well improved.
has fine buildings. fences, corrals and buildings
with all conveniences needed on a first-class
farm. These large holdings have all been
gained by the efforts of Mr. Leahy since coming
to Douglas county and he is known as one of
the most substantial men of this part of the
county.

Daniel E. Leahy was born in the Province
of Quebec. Canada, on May I I, 1850, being the
son of James and Catherine (Barrett) Leahy.
The father was born in Cork county. Ireland
and came to the United States in 1819. The
mother was a native of Canada. Our subject
attended the district schools of Canada and
labored on his father's farm until twenty-one
years of age, then he went to Grand Rapids,
Michigan, and did lumbering for two years.
After that, he spent a year in Canada, a couple
in New York state and after a visit home, came
to Silver City, Idaho. He was engaged in
mining on the Golden Chariot in Idaho, near
Boise City and in other sections of the county.
Mr. Leahy was head tunnelman in the Sutro
tunnel, at Virginia City, Nevada, and in th~

Standard mine, Bodie, California, for years.
In 1883, he journeyed north to Washington
and camped on Douglas creek four months.

Being well impressed with the Countrv h t k
a homestead on Foster creek where "Ie' r

e
ood. ' eSles

now and which has been added to until lIe. OWns
, a large estate. First Mr. Leahy gave h'

. If' IS at·tentlOn to genera armmg and raising hor
later he added cattle and is now handlin;e~
large bunch of them. He has one fine he'f
h k d · ler

t at too secon pnze at the Spokane fair in
19°1. Mr. Leahy was forced, like other
pIOneers, to travel clear to Sprague for h'

I, b h ' ISsupp les ut e contmued steadily in his labors
until he has seen the country develop about him
to be one of the best portions of the great state
of Washington.

In Spokane, on November I, 1896, Mr,
Leahy married Miss Mary O'Farrell, Her
father, Jasper O'Farrell, was a native of Cal.
ifornia and followed civil engineering. He as
sisted to layout a portion of the land now
occupied by San Francisco and has one street
named in his honor. He married Miss Marv
Christian. a native of Maine. Mrs. Leahy was
born in Sonoma county, California, on Decem
ber 28, 186 I and has four brothers and one
sister, John J., Louis ]., Cathol, Gerald, and
Lena.

To Mr. and Mrs. Leahy four children hm
be~n born: Dorotha T .. on September 18, 18<)7;
Catherine. on June 12. 1899; Cecelia Goo on
October 14, 19°°; Mary C, on August II,

1902.
Mr. and Mrs, Leahy are members of the

Roman Catholic church .
Sometime after Mr. Leahy had located in

Douglas county, his brother Dennis, came
from California and entered into partnership m
stock raising. This continued until 1897, when
by mutual consent they dissolved and each
handles his own brand.

•••

JAMES B. LEAHY was bom in QuebeciCanada. on October 14. 1858, being the son 0

James and Catherine (Barrett) Leahy, natl~~~
of Ireland, Our subject spent hiS YOI\th
days on the farm and gained his education fro~
the district schools. When sixteen. he start~l
out in li·fe for himself and went to Cornwa ,
Canada, where he shipped on a lake steamer
that was plying between Montreal and Chlcago

d
·

t to Neya a
In 1878, voung Leahy came \Yes t. - . .. L I went 0and engaged m mmmg, <-ter, Ie
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Leadville and prospect~d fo.r a time.. Next we
him in Bodle, CalI forma, operatIng In the

see . hh 'dStandard gold mInes were e continue seven
rears. Then he went to Mill City, Nevada, one
~ear later, to Park City, Utah, thence to the
\Voodriver country, Idaho~ and later, r~turned

to Park City, Utah. Dunng all thIs tIme, he
,ras occupied in the various leading mines in
the sections that he visited, becoming very ex
pert in that industry. From Utah, Mr. Leahy
came to Douglas county and selected govern
ment claims where he now lives. He is giving
his undivided attention to g-eneral farming and
stock raising and now has a large estate and
orer three hundred head of fine graded cattle.
He has some excellent Durham bulls and keeps
nothing but first-class stock. Leahy Postoffice
is located at his home, he being appointed post
master by John \"1anamaker in 1891. In all
the years since, Mr. Leahy has discharged the
duties encumbent upon him in this capacity in
a manner satisfactory to all the patrons. He
has also been road supervisor and is one of the
leading men of this portion of the county. Mr.
Leahy h-,s the following brothers and sisters:

. Daniel E., in this county; Patrick, in Butte
City. Montana; Dennis J. and Michael R., both
Jiring in this county; Mrs. Eliza Timlin, living
in Tonepah, Nevada; Mrs. Bridget Murphy,
liring in Canada: Mrs. Teresa Brennan and
~1rs. Ella Nelson in Oakland, California; Mrs.
~Iary Murphy, living in Nebraska: and Mrs.
Ersella Maddin, living in Butte, Montana.

At Park City, Utah. on February 27, 1889,
:VIr. Leahy married Josephine A. Conners,
daughter of Thomas and Maguilla .(Cady)
Conners, natives of New York and Ireland re-. ,
spectlvely. The parents crossed the plains with
ox teams in 1866 when Mrs. Leahy was an in
fant. She was born on April 30, 1866. Mrs.
Leahy IS a cousin of John Conners of the
~nited States Army who commanded the
'C11I.ted States Volunteers in Utah during the
Clnlwar. She has the following brothers and
Sisters: .J~mes. who died in Stockton. Utah;
~ahn, hVl~g. in Stockton, Utah; Mrs. Mary

E
xton, hvmg in Park City Utah' Mrs

II L " .M/ eary at Coulee City. :Washington. To
F . and Mrs. Leahy one chIld has been born,
beirank B.. on July 27, 1895, the birthplace

ng at Park City, Utah.
a/Ir. Leahy is a member of the A. O. U. W.
n an adherent of the Catholic church. When

he first settled in this country, he was obliged
to haul all his supplies one hundred and twenty
miles and his nearest postoffice, Barry, was
l\renty-five miles distant. He knows well the
hardships and labors of the pioneer and has
been very successful, having demonstrated him
self to be a man of ability and energy. His
labors have e\'er shown a marked wisdom and
Mr. Leahy rightfully stands one of the leading
men of Douglas county.

•••

WILLL\,vI F. BELL, who resides about
five miles northeast from Mold, is known as
one of the industrious farmers of the Big Bend
country. In addition to handling his estate of
one-half section. \\·here he resides, he has for
the last two years, spent a great deal of time in
locating homeseekers in the countrr, having
assisted over fifty families to select good places
in Douglas county.

\Villiam F. Bell was born in Surry county,
l\orth Carolina, on December 23, 1854. His
parents \I'ere \Villiam and Lavina A. (\Vill
iams) Bell, nati\'es of Korth Carolina, and they
are still li\'ing on the homestead in Douglas
county. Our subject was educated in the com
mall schools of Iowa and Missouri, whither his
father had moved with his family when our
subject was quite young. After finishing his
school days. he learned the carpenter's trade
which he followed for some time. In· 1883,
Mr. Bell mO\'ed to Oregon, stopping in Doug
las countv near Oakland and there followed-his trade. It was 1886 when he came to Lin-
coln county and gave attention to farming in
the Egypt country. In J 890. he took up a pre
emption in Douglas county, which is his present
home. He added a timber culture claim later
and the \dlOle is now in a high state of cultiva
tion. He has a farm well improved and sup
plied with all kinds of machinery and every
thing necessary for a first-class farm.

Mr. Bell has three brothers and one sister,
Robert S,. John D., Charles, and Mrs. Martha
J. Shook.

The marriage of Mr. Bell .and Miss Dora
B. Hampton occurred on February 20, 1880, at
Kingspoint. Missouri. Mrs. Bell's parents.
Lindley H. and Phoebe J. (Richardson)
Hampton. were natives of Indiana and Ohio,
respectively. She was born in Lee county,
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Iowa, on April I, 1867 and has the following
brothers and sisters, John Frank, James, Mrs.
Gertrude Crumb and Mrs. Myrtle Viles.

To Mr. and Mrs. Bell, eight children have
been born; Lulu M., deceased; Martha J., wife
of Lee Smith; Ida A., William L., Charles R.,
John F., George A., deceased, and James L.

1\1r. and Mrs. Bell are highly respected
people.

• I •

DAVID L. HEINLE:'\', who· resides
about two miles southe'lst from Mold, is one of
Douglas county's industrious and well known
farmers. His estate consists of one-half sec
tion and is well improved with buildings, fences
and all things necessary to make it a first-class
grain and stock fann. Mr. Heinlen cultivates
the estate in a first-class manner and has shown
himself to be a number one fanner.

David L. Heinlen was born in Gratiot coun
ty, :Michigan, on February 20, 1858, being the
son of Emanuel and Mahala (Gale) Heinlen,
natives of Ohio and of German ancestry. The
father is still living, but the mother is deceased.
Our subject received his education in the com
mon schools of Delaware county, Ohio and was
reared on the farm. He moved to Missouri, in
1873 in company with his father and the
balance of the family, making the settlement in
Schu)-ler county, near Lancaster. In 1885, he
moved to Linn county, near Brookfield. In
1891, he came to \Vashington, settling on a
homestead in the vicinity of St. Andrews. Hav
ing proved up on the claim, he sold it after eight
years and bought his present home place.
During all the years spent in the various states,
Mr. Heinlen has devoted himself to farming.
He has three brothers and two sisters, John \V.,
James P., Isaac S., Mrs. Mary A. West, and
:Mrs. Effie Bierbowers.

In Schuyler county, Missouri, on June 19,
1881, Mr., Heinlen married Miss Elsie F.
daughter of Nathan L. and Mary M. (Sanders)
Gier, natives of Missouri. Mrs. Heinlen was
born in Schuyler county, Missouri, on January
28, 1863 and died at Mold, April 9, 1903. Her
remains were brought to St. Andrews. She
was the mother of the following named chil
dren: Cora, born in Schuyler county, Missouri,
on May ~. 1884: Jesse E., born in Linn county,
Missouri, February 3. 1886; Lester L., born
in Linn county, Missouri, on October 5, 1887;

Katie E., born in Linn county ~'l' .
• QQA' , '1 Ssoun

",",ugust 5, 1~; Anme 1., born in Linn co .'
Misso~.Ifi, on January 20, 1891; Charle~n~,
born In Douglas county, February 27, 1893':
Emma '::' born in Douglas county, February
14, 189;" Arza C, born In Douglas COunt'
December 16, IB96; David F., born in Dougl~'
county, March 2~, 1899, a.nd died January 20~
1900; Bertha N., born In Douglas county
April 20, 1901. '

Mr. Heinlen is a member of the M. W. A.
while in church affiliations, he is connected with
the Methodist denomination. He is a man en
titled to receive the respect and confidence of
his fellows and is known as one of the sub
stantial citizens of the county.

• ••

ALFRED E. McDONALD resides about
two miles south\vest from Mold. He was bom
in Chatham. Korth Carolina. on IVlay la, 1844.
His parents, Simeon and Anna R. (Elliott)
McDonald, were natives of Korth Carolina.
Our subject received his primary training in
the public schools of Illinois then completed a
course at \Vestfield College. He grew to man
hood in Clark county and in the spring of 1861,
enlisted i:l Company G. Tenth Illinois Volunteer
Infantry, under Colonel B. M. Prentiss. .\t
the expiration of his term of service, he re-en
listed in the same company and regiment. He
was engaged at New Madrid and Island. No.
10. H is regiment and the Sixteenth Ilhnols
under General Pope succeeded in capturing
nearly six thousand rebels. He was present at
the siege of Corinth, took part at Chickamagua,
fot1O'ht at Missionarv Ridge and was WIth the
coh~ml1 sent to relie-;'e Knoxville. His second
term of sen'ice began on January I, 1864· at
Ross\·ille. Georgia. On the 27th day ,of Au
gust, during a movement of Sherman s anny
near' Atlanta, he was captured and learned by
experience, the terrible horrors of the Anderson
ville prison. He was at Florence, South Caro
lina. later, and finally on December 13th .\\:as
paroled and delivered to the Federal authontles

on the 16th at Charlestown. He returned home
for a time then rejoined his regiment a\~a
leigh at the time of Johnson's surrender. ~, .' tedll1
he marched to \Vashington and partlclpa h' h

. S 'my IV Iethe grand revIew of herman s ar , he
took place on May 24, 1865. On July 4,
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•

GRIFFITH HCGHES, who resides about
three miles nortllll'est from Almira, is one of
the thrifty agriculturists in his section and also
a first class tradesman in carpentering. He was
born in Carnan'on county, \Vales, on June 4,
1859, being the son of John and Janet (Jones)
Hughes, both nati\'es of that place. His edu
cation was secured in the common schools of
his nati\'e county and there he remained until
young manhood, during which time he learned
the carpenter trade. In 1883 he came to the
l}nited States. settling first in Utica, New
York, where he did carpenter work for two
years. Next we see him in Long Creek, Iowa,
after which he \\"ent to Chicago and worked
at his trade, then returned to Iowa. In 1887,
Mr. Hughes made his way to the Big Bend
country and after due investigation settled on
a homestead and also" took a timber culture

City, Maryland, our subject received his edu
cation, the family having come there when he
was six years old. As soon as his school days
were completed, he learned the carpenter trade
and in 1872, came with his father and the fam
ily to Lincoln, Nebraska. He wrought at his
trade and farming until 1883, then came to
Washington, stopping first in Ellensburg where
he worked three years in bridge building for
the Northern Pacific. It was 1886, when Mr.
Parrott came to Douglas county and took up
stock raising. In the spring of 1887, he took
a preemption and timber culture and later a
homestead, where he now lives. He has added
by purchase until he has the estate mentioned,
which is highly improved and very skillfully
handled, fourteen hundred hundred acres being
devoted to wheat and other small grains.

Mr. Parrott has the following brothers and
sisters, John ]., Robert ]., Thomas, William,
Mrs. Euphemia Chase, and Mrs. Jennie
Casey. Mr. Parrott was raised under the in
fluence of the Methodist church and has al
ways favored the denomination although not
a member of any. He has certainly made a
good success from a financial point of view in
his labors in the Big Bend country. He sells
horses in the local market and his brand can
be seen throughout the entire Big Bend coun
try and his horses are kno\\n as excellent ones
wherever found.

;

• ••

RICHARD R. PARROTT resides about
ten miles southeast from Hartline on one of
the choice estates of Douglas county. He has
fifteen hundred acres, all improved and devoted
to pasture aird grain. The estate is well pro
\'ided with buildings and machinery. Mr. Par- I

rott handles a steal11 thresher and contem
plates plowing his land by steam in the near
future. In addition to th.is property, he has a
large band of well bred horses and has made
an excellent success in horse raising. His ani
mals are all large and he owns one stallion.
perhaps the best bred horse in Douglas county.
Il'hleh weighs eighteen hundred and fifty
pounds and is valued at two thousand dollars.
Mr. Parrott is one of the best known stock
men and grain growers in the entire Big Bend
COuntry. .

Mr. Parrott was born in Cheshire. England.
On December 2. 1861, the son of William amI
~enl1le (Izett) Parrott, natives of England and
/otland, respectively. The father's occupa
Ion was landscape gardening. At Frederick

. mustered out at ;Louisville, Kentucky and
~i:sregiment was disbanded at Chicago on the
12th. In 1870, ~r. M.c~onald entered Ann
Arbor University, 111 MIchIgan and graduated
f m the law department in 1874. He then
tated in Waxahachie, Texas and later set
t~d in Hoopeston, Illinois, where he practiced
for five years. In 1881, he came to Oregon
and took up mining and the sheep industry near
Roseburg. In June, 1888, Mr. McDonald
came to Washington and took land where he
noll' lives. He gives his attention now to farm
ing. For a time, during his residence here, he
took charge of a lumber yard for Nash &
Stel'ens at Waterville. Just after that, he en
tered the race for the legislature, subsequent
to which he returned to his farm where he now
liI'es. Mr. McDonald was a charter member
of the 1. O. O. F. at Waterville and belongs to
the G. A. R. He entered the army as private
and came out as sergeant. Mr. McDonald has
the following brothers and sisters. Thomas J.,
B. F.. George W., "William E., Orle P .. Mrs. I
Roxana P. Trout, and Mrs. Dora Pearsall.
His mother, aged seventy-nine, is now living on
the homestead in Clark county, Illinois, taken
by her husband in 1844.
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Cassi dy were raised Roman
now supporters of the faith.

PATRICK KELLEY. Among the pioneers
of Douglas county there is no more warthI'
representative than the gentleman whose name
is mentioned above. He met and overcame all
the obstacles to be encountered in settling the
frontier country and has remained here until
now he is one of the well-to-do citizens. He
resides about eight miles northwest of Hartline
on land that he took as a pre-emption at the first
and the little Jog cabin and the smoke-house.
his first improvements, are still in e\'ldence on
the estate. Mr. Kellev has erected a fine two
story residence. large barn and other improve
ments which have beautified and made valuabl~
the home place. He does general fanning a;1(
raises fine thoroughbred stock having a large
herd of cattle and horses at the present tNI~e:

. H b ken J'e'"Patrick Kelley was born 111 a a ,

fo.r two years. In I 8~, we find him in Idaho
mllllll~_1ll the Bunkerhlll and Sullivan at Ward:
nero 1 here he contmued until 1891, when he
move.d to Dou~las county and bought the re
IlllqUlshment ot a settler and took 'the land
a homestead. This was the nucleus of h~:
present large estate and he dwells on the same
spot where he firs~ settled. Mr. Cassidy has
been 111 partnership With his brother John
largely since .coming here and they ha~e ~
Illstrumentalm domg much in the stock busi-
ness as well as in farming. They have some
very fine thoroughbred stallions, one Clyde and

lone English ShIre, which have improved the
horses III the cuunty. They contlllued in the
stock business until recently when they dis
posed of most of their livestock and turned

I their attention exclusively to farming. Besides
his brother, who has been a partner, Mr. Cas
·sidy has two other brothers, James and Peter,
both dwelling in Canada, and three sisters, Mrs.
Lizzie O'Neal, Miss Winfer C .. and Mrs. El
len Foley.

In Ontario, Canada, on February 18, 1901,
Mr. Cassidy married Miss Katherine, daughter
of Thomas and Bridget (O'Connell) Walsh,
both natives of Ireland. l\'1rs. Cassidy was
born in Ontario, in 1878, and has two brothers,
l\l ichael and John, the former in Alaska, and
the latter in Canada, and one sister, Mrs. Jonas
FitzGibbons.

I Mr. and Mrs.
Catholics and are

• • •

claim. He worked at his trade in Spokane and
later bought one-half section of land in Doug
las county which is his home. This entire
section is now in a high state of cultivation and
produces excellent returns annually in small
grains. The county line runs right through
the premises of Mr. Hughes, his house being
in Douglas county and his barn in Lincoln
countv. It is of note that one hundred and-nineteenth degree of longitude west from·
\Vashington, D. C,. also passes through his
door yard. Mr. Hughes has three brothers,
Hugh]., John]., \Villiam and one sister, Jane.

At the residence of Robert T. Roberts, on
July 26. 1892, Mr. Hughes married Miss Mary
]., daughter of Robert T. and Ann William
Roberts, who are mentioned elsewhere in this
volume. Mrs. Hughes w-as born in Beloit,
\Visconsin. on September 17. 1876. Her sis
ters are mentioned elsewhere in this \vork. To
NIr. and Mrs. Hughes. five children have been
born, named as follows: John R., on December
21, 1893: a son, on November 22, 1896, and
died in infancy; Emrys T., on ::YIay 3, 1899;
R. Glyndwr. on September 16, 1900; and a
son, on April 9, 1902, \vho died in infancy.'
),;Ir. and Mrs. Hughes are members of the Cal
vinistic Methodist church and stand exception
ally well in this community.

MICHAEL R. C\SSIDY, \\'ho lives about
four miles north from Hartline. is one of the
best know-n and wealthiest farmers of Douglas
county. He \vas one of the pioneers of the
county and has labored continuously and as
siduously since in the opening and building up
of this wealthy section of the state of \Vashing
ton. Mr. Cassidy owns five hundred and sixty
acres of very fertile land and cultivates annu
ally about three hundred and twenty acres.

),lichael R. Cassidy was born in Ontario,
Canada. on February 18. 1858, being the son
of Bartholomew and Ellen (Dwyer) Cassidy,
natives of Ireland and emigrants to Canada
when young. Our subject was educated in the
common schools of his native section and there
grew to young manhood and in 1886. went to
Michigan. dwelling for a time in Saginaw and
being engaged in the lumber business. After
that he remm'ed to Iowa and settled in Floyd
county' where he was engaged in general work
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, on ranuary I, 1846, being the son of

}e~se~nd )iargaret (Casey) Kelley, natives oft nEmerald Isle. Vvhile our subject was but
1I~ d the family moved to Illinois, and in Jer
a acountv of that state he received his educa-
sel - h I H . d
"ti~n irom the common sc 00 s. e remame
. the Prairie State unttl he was grown to
toanhood. then began to work for himself.
~e farmed in Madison county until October,
[8<)3 when he came to Cheney, \Vashington.
He made that town his headquarters but soon
I\as out in the Big Bend where he selected his
place as a pre-emption. He -",ent to \\'ork and
has assiduously cont1l1ued m the same unttl
the present time. Mr. Kelley has two brothe.rs,
fohn and George, and two sIsters, Mrs. Ehza
Cotter. and Mrs. Mary Bell.

It .is of interest to note a point in Mr.
Kelley's history. \Vhen he arrived in Cheney,
he had fifteen hundred dollars in cash. His
first venture was two purchase a team. Shortly
thereafter. his children were taken with a severe
type of diphtheria. and before the long siege
I\as through, his wife was also attacked by the
same dread maladY. This necessitated Mr.,

Kellev leaving his work and attending to the
family. Before the scourge was ended. he had
spent all his money for doctor bills and nurs
ing. and was penniless. He borrowed forty
dollars on his team and landed on the claim in
the Big Bend. without food or comforts for
winter. A friend introduced him to a kind
storekeeper, who trusted him with supplies for
the winter. and the next spring, he went to
work and paid up all his debts. So. starting
Il'Ith less than nothing. Mr. Kelley has arisen
to hIS present position by drtue of his sagacitv
and industry. '

T At Marion. Illinois. on June 19. 1873, Mr.
Kelley married Miss Phobe, daughter of John
a~ld Lena Troutener, nati~'es of Germany. Mrs.
~elley has one sister, Mrs. Matilda Bockemuh1.
o ~'!r. and Mrs. Kelley the followinO' children

ha·] , '"<Ie Jeen born. Margaret who died in DouO'la ' ,.,
.'SCounty. on October 16, 1898; Tohn J.. Will-
l1 PC' .t .:' harles E., Mary M. and Eliza~eth

.. 1\l1I1s. and Teresa A. and Emma ]., t\Vms.
R Mr. and Mrs. Kelley are adherents of the

oman Catholic church. In addition to general
stock "ralsmg and farming Mr. Kelley has done
~me fine work as an orchardist and in 1892
f~; the first prize on apples at the Spokane

43

DELBERT T. ALEXA~DER is one of
the industrious men who have filled up the Big
Bend country and brought it to its present
state of prosperity. He resides about two miles
south from Dyer postoffice on his estate of
three hundred and sixty acres, part of which
was taken by homestead right and part secured
through purchase. From the time he came here
until two years since. he devoted his energies
to stock raising and made a good success of
that enterprise. Then he sold his stock and
bought some land and is no,,- attending to grain
raising almost entirely. He has improved his
place in good shape and receives fine returns
annually for his labors.

D. T. Alexander \\'as born in N ew York
city, on May 14. 18,:;8. His parents, John and
Mary A. (Trusdell) Alexander were natives. ,
of New Hampshire and ~ewYork,respectively.

and followed farming. The father served in
the Rebellion with the New York Volunteer
Infantry for three years, and on account of the
hardships, his health was so shattered that he
died soon after his discharge. Our subject at
tended the district schools of his native coun
try until he secured a homestead and then re
mained on the farm caring for his mother until
her death in 1884. He then went to Pennsyl
\'ania, later to ~1aryland, looking the country
O\'er, and afterwards returned to his home. In
a short time, he \\'ent back to Pennsylvania and
did logging at Blossburg for about three years.
In 1889 Mr. .\lexander went to Rochester. New
York, and engaged in railroading. From tha',
place he journeyed to Omaha. ::\lebraska, still
follo\\'ing railroading. It was 1889, when he
arrived at Pasco. this state, and from there he
went to Seattle and did logging jor two ye:lrs.
In the spring of 1892, he located in Douglas
county, taking a homestead where he now re
sides. This \\'as taken in May and as stated,
he began stock raising, continuing in the same
until 1902.

Mr. Alexander has one sister, Mrs. Marin
da Swartwood and two brothers, Benjamin and
Josiah. The marriage of Mr. Alexander and
1\·1rs. Ellen Gilbert occurred at Douglas, in this
county, on Xovember 15.1896, D. W. Martin.
justice of the peace. officiating. Mrs. Alex
ander's parents were Joseph and Margaret
(Byer) Miller. natives of Pennsylvania. She
was born in Dam·ille. Pennsylvania, on :'IIav
5, 1867, and has one brother, Amos, and two
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sisters, Mrs. Susie E. Cannon, and Mrs. Mattie
Morgan. By her former marriage, Mrs. Alex
ander has two children, Charles and Carrie
Gilbert. Mrs. Alexander's father served in the
Rebellion with the 1\ew York Volunteer In
fantry for three years. His health was so
shattered that soon after his discharge he died.

Our subject and his wife were raised under
the influence of the Baptist church, but do
not. belong to any denomination. They are
prosperous and wealthy people and have a very
comfortable and tasty home, one of the best in
the community.

• • •

HERMAN G. HENNING, who resides
about two miles south from Lincoln postoffice,
has one of the choice estates of Douglas county
and is possessed of much other property be
sides. He came here when the country was
wild and endured the hardships and trials in
cident to the pioneer life and has labored with
wisdom during these years, thus gaining his
present holding. He has the esteem and con
fidence of all and he stands today one of the
influential and leading men in this portion of
the countrv.•

Herman Henning was born in Prussia, near
Berwald. on February 24. 1845. His parents,
John and Henrietta (Kresz) Henning. were
natives of Prussia also. The father followed
wagon making. Our subject received his edu
cational training in the public schools of his
native country and then learned his father's
trade. He follo\\'ed the same until 1866. when
he left the fatherland and journeyed to Mil
waukee, ·Wisconsin. He was employed in
brick making for a time. then returned to his
trade. pursuing the same in Milwaukee. in
Cedarsburg, an d in other points in \\'isconsin I

until 1869. when he came to Iowa. He wrought I
about ten ,'ears in his own shop and in 1878 I
sold out his husiness and bOiJght a farm.' He
tilled the soil there for about nine years. then
came to DOllglas county and took a home·
stead where he now resides. He has added
since until he has a farm of eight hundred
acres ~ 11 in a choice condition and productive
of good crons of grain. Everything about the
pre-emption of Mr. Henning indicates his thrift
and skill ;'1 brming. His place is well im
proved "';th comfortable buildings and other

conveniences and he handles a good stock
graded cattle and horses. Like the oth of

f . er plan
ee:s 0 thIS country, he had to bring all his su -
phes from Sprague and Spokane the tr' I>-

. f . . I ' Ip can·summg rom SIX to elg ltdavs Mr H .• . • . enning
has three brothers, John, Ferdinand and H

In Winneshiek c?unty, Iowa, on Febr~~~
4. 1873, Mr. Hennmg marned Miss Louise
Young. Her parents, Charles F. and Margaret
(Gesell) ~oung, were natives of Gennanv.
Mrs. Hennmg has the following brothers a'd
sisters, Ph!lip ].. Charles, Adolph, Jacob. Wi~l
lam. Lot1Ise, Mrs. Caroline Bloomenrader
Mrs. Christine Hess and Mrs. Katherine Ru:
dolph. To Mr. and Mrs. Henning six chil.
dren have been )Jarn: Amanda M., wife of An
drew Flynn in this county; Julia A., wife of
Boone Thompson; William, Alvina, Ed\rard
H., and Otto E.

Our subject and his wife are members of the
Lutheran church and are very worthy people,
He has served in various capacities in public
life as justice of the peace. school director, and
so forth, and has always given excellent satis
faction in these positions.

• I •

FRED T. SCHEIBNER resides in the
vicinity of Lincoln postoffice, Doug-las county.
and is one of the prominent farmers and fruit
raisers in that section. He is the son of F. M,
and Johanna (\Vollersdorf) Scheibner. natives
of Germany and pioneers to the Big Bend
country. A review of their lives appears else,
where in this work. Our subject was born
on June 21, 1872. in Roane county, Tennes
see and there and at the graded schools III

\Nilbur. he received his ediJCation. He re
mained with his father until of age assisting. '
in opening up the frontier farm and had the sat-
isfaction of seeing almQ!;t the entire estate
broken up before he started in life for hlm.self.
For a time he labored for wages on the larm
in the Bi<T Bend and Palouse countries and then,., -I d
bought three hundred and twenty acres at an ,
from the railroad company. \~hich lies Ul~
miles northwest from Almira. He dernt
himself to the improvement of this until 19o1dwhen he sold the estate and took a homestea
in Grand Coulee. in Douglas county. Hepur-

. adJommgchased one hundred and sIxty acres I
t va uthe same, making him a very fine esta e,
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• ••

LE\VIS A. McNA"CGHT is one of the
well known and leading property owners of
Douglas county. He lives seven and one-half
miles northeast from Hartline where he has a
verv choice estate, well improved and in a high
state of cultivation. He has gained his entire
holding through his own labor and careful
business methods and so thoroughly has he im
pressed all that know him with his careful wis
dom and reliability that in 1900, they chose'
him to the office of county commissioner, in
which capacity he has served with distinction
for four years.

Lewis A. Mc.·aught was born in Van
Buren county. Iowa. on October 27. 1858. the
son of Georg-e F. and Nancy (McNight) Mc
Naught, natives of Indiana. The father was of
Scotch extraction and is deceased. The
mother's ancestors were early pioneers of Ken-

• ••

this property, large herds of fine graded cattle
and other stock and is known as one of the
leading and we~lthy men of the country. When
Mr. Flynn first settled in this country, there
were no settlers near and the nearest trading
point was Sprague, vVashington. He came in
company with Jim Heathman and Michael
Buckley. Mr. Flynn has three brothers and
three sisters, Charles. Eugene, William, Mrs.
Mary Mallen, Mrs. Kate Manhoney, and Ellen.

In this country, on May 26, 1892, occurred
the marriage of Andrew Flynn and Miss
Amanda :rvr. Henning, Her parents were Her
man and Louisa (Young) Henning, the forn1er
a native of Germany and the latter of Indiana.
She was born in \Vinneshiek county, Iowa, on
June 17, 1874, and has three brothers and two
sisters, William, Edward, Otto, Mrs. Julia
Thompson. and Eh·ina. To Mr. and Mrs.
Flynn the following named children have been
born: 'Walter, on IvIarch 7, 1893; Lila A., April
26, 1894; Bertholima, August 16. 1895; Ed
ward Leo. February 3, 1897; and Van Dudley,
on January 18, 1901.

Mr, Flynn was raised a Catholic. He is
active in everything that is for the benefit and
welfare of the community and has always been
a progressive and energetic man. No man is
better known in the community than Mr. Flynn
and he is justly entitled to the esteem and con
fidence so liberally given him by all.

•

ANDREW FLYNN: When the first wave
of cil'ilization began to roll into the Big Bend
country, Andrew Flynn was on the crest. He
took the land which is his home place and
started to work, both to make for himself a
fortune and to assist materially in the upbuild
ing of the country. Judging from the pos
session that he now holds, we see that he made
no mistake in settling in this country. He has
a hrge estate, and on the home place, about six
n'iles north from Hartline, has some of the
most beautiful and commodious buildings in the
entire Big Bend country. He has spared no
effort in arranging his place and making im
prOl'ements and excellent wisdom ' thrift and,
progress are manifested throughout the entire
premises.
. ..l,ndrew Flynn was born in Albanv. New

\ ork, on April :;. 1857, His parents, Bernard
and Catherine (Bennett) Flynn, were natives
01 Leland and are now Iiving in Marion coun-
tl'O I',., regan. laYIng crossed the plains thither,
In 1869, Il,ith ox and mule teams. Our sul>
Ject was educated in Canada and Oregon. In
the latter place. he remained until arri ving at

Imanl~ood's estate and then learned the brick-
arer s tr 1 F .. . a( e. or ten years, he wrought m

the \\'ebfoot State, then came to vVashington
alnd took up railroadinl!. as bridge builder.

11'0 1 ~
1 k" years ater, he settled in Douglas county,
\\'"~ a pre-emption and timber culture claim
Th lc he brought to a high state of cultivation,
sid en he selected his homestead. where he re-

es at the present time. He has in addition to. ,

, I
II and fertile. He has erected commooious I

ale . d"\ h'buildings and Improve It w~t 1 everyt mg
necessary for a stock and gram 'farm. Mr.
S heibner has a twelve acre apple orchard and
di~pla)'s marked thrift ,in a.lI?is labors. He
" one of the Big Bend s stlrrmg, progressIve
bnd substantial citizens and has passed through
:11 the ups and downs and hardships incident
to a pioneer life. He has the following n.amed
brothers and sisters. Charles F., Laura, wIfe of
1, S, Jenkins. vVilliam F., Louisa, wife of E.
T, Eckel. Lily M., wife of Oscar Osborn,
OS\l'ald R. and Henry.

Thus far in life, Mr. Scheibner has not
seen fit to take unto himself a wife but is still
a jolly bachelor.·
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-
tucky. She is making her home with Lewis
A., her son. Our subject attended the common
schools of Greene and Union 'Counties, Iowa,
and remained on the farm until seventeen. In
the spring of 1880, he went to the Black Hills
and farmed for two years. At the expiration of
that time, he returned to Iowa and for two years
was farming near Creston, Iowa. After that.
he took a trip with a team into Arkansas and
soon returned to Iowa. In March, 1885, he
came west to 'Washington. For a year' he was
occupied in the sheep business in vValla \Valla
and in the spring of 1886, settled on a home
stead where he now resides. His filing was
made in June of that year, and since then he
has added three quarters of a 'section by pur
chase. From that time until the present Mr.
McNaught has given his attention strictly to
farming and has made an excellent success in
his labors, He has a fine nine room residence
beautifully finished and supplied with every
convenience which makes it one of the best
dwellings in the entire county. Other buildings
and improvements are in evidence and alto
gether, Mr. McNaught is one of the most
thrifty and progressive farmers in the state.
He has the following brothers and sisters, \Vill
iam F., Mrs. Lillian Emerson, Mrs. Julietta
Brannon, Mrs. Theresa Gertson, Mrs. Ersula
Downing, and Elizabeth.

Mr. McNaught is a member of the 1. O.
O. F., the Encampment and the Maccabees.
In political matters, he has always taken an
active part and is well informed, holding
strongly to the old Jeffersonian principles of
Democracy. He was raised under the influ
ence of the Baptist church. Although he is not
a member of any denomination, still he is a
supporter of the churches.

• ••

JACOB FARLEY has a model farm three
, miles northwest from Hartline. Every detail
of the estate shows the marked wisdom, taste,
and executive ability of the proprietor. It is
one of the best places to be found in this part
of the state. Mr. Farley has put his whole soul
into his farm and has certainly achieved a suc
cess in which he may take pride, and which has
stimulated many to better work in this country.

Jacob Farley was born in Tipton county,
Indiana, on March 15, 1852. His parents,

•
Matt"and Mary (Stroup) Farley wer ' .

f V · .. dOh' , e natIveso Irg1111a an 10 respectivelv. Ll
ordinary American bov, our subJ'e~ct \.1 e tlhe. • \as ecu.
cated 111 the conmlon schools and then ga h'

. f" ve ISattentIOn to arm111g m his native place .
88 h untIl

I 2, w en he came to Colorado He rem' d. . alne
one year farmmg, but lost the entire cr b
hail, then he went to Montana and later"!;GJ hY

88 fi d h
· . , 'larc

15, 1 4, we n 1m 111 \Valla Walla I' .
88

. ·.u
1 8, when Mr. Farley came to Dougl
county and took a pre-emption and homest~~
w~ere he now d\~ells. The place is provided
WIth comfortable Improvements and is a model
speclmell of energy and thrift. He handles
some stock, but his attention is almost entirelv
given to producing grain. Mr. Farley has on'e
brother. two half brothers, and two half sisters.
Henry, John, Matt. Mrs. Mary McCool. and
Mrs. Naoma Nesbit. '

At Palmyra, Iowa'. on May 25, 1875, OCcur.
red the marriage of Jacob Farley and Miss
Martha A., daughter of Sylvester and Elizabeth
(Paul) Farley, natives of Virgil1iaand Indiana.
respectively. Mrs. Farley was born in Ma
haska county. on February 7.1858, and has one
brother and t\VO sisters. Joseph H., Mrs. A.
Talbot, and Mrs. Mary Webster. To this
couple. three childrell have been born: Myrtle
E .. wife of Richard Heathman; Altha M.,
and Royal J. The last two are living at home.

Mr. and Mrs. Farley are mel11bers of the
Methodist church and are known as good, up
right people.

•••

LUKE MELIN is one of the best known
stockmen in Douglas county. He resides aliout
nine miles north of Coulee City, where he has
about four hundred and eightv acres of good
farm land and two hundred he~d of fine graded
cattle. Mr. Melin has beell very active in pro
ducing better grades of stock as Hereford and
Durham and has done much for the stock In'

dustry of Douglas county. .
Luke Melin was born in the county. at

Roscommon, Ireland. on March 8, 1840, be;ll~
the son of Patrick and Bridget (Corngan

Melin. also natives of Roscommon county.. The
schools of his home place afforded the tratnJn~
for young Melin and he remained there untl
1862 in which year he sail~d fror:n .Co::u~~
Melbourne Australia. The VIgor at hiS Y .0

• d tWIS'
manhood was well directed by abun an
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-
nd he soon gained a large holding in

dorn a ""1 h I hrty but on account 01 I I ea twas com-
pr: to lea\'e Australia, He arrived in S~n
peF cisco in July, 1868, and soon settled 'm
ran, h h' h .

Placer county, where .e wroug t I~ t ~ ml~es

I t '0 years. Next we find him .In Vlr-
or \\ f II' .. . h.' CI'ty Nevada, 0 owmg mmmg m t e
gJ01a, .
Yellow Jacket propert~es. Seven years were

sumed there and hIS next venture was at
~:rnbstone, Arizona, where he min~d for three
· ars Alter this he went to MeXICO and was"e . ,
. !'a"ed in the Maria sil ver mines as foreman.
eu"" Idh" hFor five years. he he t at positIOn t en .re-
tUnJed to Virginia City and one year later made
his \I'av to the Grand Coulee in the Big Bend
country. He soon selected a portion of his
present estate as a pre-emption and began the
stock business. He bought hiS first cattle from
Philip McEntee and has steadily followed this
industry with magnificent success since. The
broad acres of his estate are utilized for hay to
feed his stock during the winter and Mr. Melin
is certainly one of the most prosperous men in
Douglas county. He has with him at the pres
ent time, a nephew, John M., who assists him
in the care of his large properties. This young
man is a son of Mr. Melin's oldest brother and
is a native of Ireland. M r. Melin was raised
in the doctrines of the Catholic church and is
an adherent of the same institution at the pres
ent time. He has hosts of friends throughout
the county and is considered one of its good
C1!lzens.

•••

JOHN EVAN WILLIAMS. who resides
about three miles east from Hartline is a man· ,
ot excellent standing and possessed of a com-
fortable competence. He has gained the former
by his uprightness, integrity and kindness to
all. while the latter is the result of continued
labor and thrift, wisely bestowed in this coun-
tTl' He bo . An.' was, rn m glesey. Wales. on De-
cember 16, 1835, the son of William and Ann
R~nes) WilJiam~, natives of the same country.
· mother died m 1882. at Oshkosh. \Viscon-

t
SIn

: ,Our subject received a good educational
raInlllg fr th h ..
d om e sc ools of hiS natlye land

an therer . d . .
f h

ername untIl 1856 when he sailedorteU'd . .
\1" . lllte States. Settlement was made In

mnebago co . t W·,·· d f fteen un y, ISCOnSI11. an or our-
borsye~rs h~ was occupied in gene:al farm la1

hlTt) -two years were spent m that state

altogether. Then he sold his holdings, and in
1888, came to Sprague, Washington. A time
was spent in labor at the round house there,
after which he came on to Douglas county and
secured a pre-emption which is his home at
the present time. He has added a quarter since
by purchase and this all is in a very high state
of cultivation, fhe proceeds of which make a
fine annual income.

At Sprague, on July 14, 1890, Mr. William
married Mrs. Elizabeth Hughes, the daughter
of Edward and Margaret (Evans) Davies, na
tives of Wales, and i!I1migrants to the United
States in 1872. Mrs. \Villiams was born in
Llanarmon, \Vales, on October 20, 1852. and
came to the l:nited States in 1884. By her
former marriage, Mrs. \Villiams has two sons;
David 0. Hughes. born in 'Wales, September
6. 1878; and Owen Dayies Hughes, born in
Virginia, United States. on January 30, 1889.
She has two brothers, Dayid E. and Edward
E., and two sisters, Mrs. Mary Morgan and
Mrs.. Ann Jones. Mr. and Mrs. Wil
liams are devout members of the Calvinistic
Methodist church and are· highly respected
people. They have labored faithfully for the
years past and it is very pleasing at this time to
note that they can enjoy the fruits of their
toil now as the golden years begin to run ap~e.

•••

JOHN J, PUGH is a fine example of what
a thrifty, energetic man can do in the Big Bend
country. About ten years ago. he came to this
country from \Vales and worked at various
lines for three years, then took a homestead
about six miles west from HartJ,ine. He has
a half section six miles west from Almira se
cured by purchase and it is one of the best farms
of the entire country. It is improved in excel
lent shape. producing abundant returns of
wheat and is kept in first class shape-in every
respect. By his labors and careful manage
ment. Mr. Pugh has come to be the owner of
as good a home as any in this section. His
entTre holding has been gained on his estate
here. John J, Pugh w-as born in Port Madock,
\Vales, on August 5, 1873, being the son of
William and Catherine (Williams) Pugh, na
tiyes of \Vales and pioneer settlers of Douglas
county. In his native land, our subject was
educated in the common schools, then learned
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• -
the plaste(er's trade. At the age of nineteen,
he came hither accompanied by his mother and
joined the father, who had been here some
years, preparing a place for his family. As
stated above, our subject gave his attention to
general work for sometime, being too young
to take a homestead, but as soon as he had
reached his majority, he took 'Iand and began
laboring for himself. He has a very nice home
and valuable farm and has gained a standing
among his fellows which places him among the
influential and substantial men in the commun
ity. Mr. Pugh has two brothers and three sis
ters, Robert, \Villiam, Mrs. Martha J ones, Jane
and Ellen A.

At the Welsh church on January 5, 1898,
Mr. Pugh married Miss Kate \Villiams. Her
parents. Robert and Ann (Davis) Williams,
were natives of \Vales and she was born in
Denbighshire, Wales, on July' 31, 1868. To
this marriage. four children have been born:
Thomas ].. on December 28, 1898; Hellan J.,
on July ro, 1900; Robert E., March 6,1902;
and William R .. on February 3, 1904·

Mr. and Mrs. Pugh are members of the
Calvinistic Methodist church and are highly
respected people.

• • ••

JOHN TINNER. who resides seven and
one-half miles north \vest from Almira. was
born in Ray county. YIissouri, on August I.

1847. His parents. William and Abbie
(Odell) Tinner, were nati\'es of Tennessee and
early settlers of Missouri. The father was a
veteran of the Mexican \Var. They died when
our subject was but seven years of age and he
was thrown out on the unsympathetic world to
find his way from tender childhood up, The
result was that he had very little opportunity
to gain an education but is rich in experience
in the ways of the world. He remained in his
native country, engaged in farming and in vari
ous occupations until 1889. when he moved to
Douglas county and settled on a pre-emption,
where he resides at the present time. He h<fs a
fine stock of cattle and horses and does general
farming. being one of the industrious men of
that section. Mr. Tinner has one brother, \Vil
liam.

In Missouri, on June 5, 1881, occurred the
marriage of Tohn Tinner and Miss Nancy Mul-

lennix. Her parents, James and EI' bet
(Powell) Mullennix, were. natives of ~za h

Sh bo '"- ennes-see. e was rn In "ash\'ille Te, nnessee
on June 4, 1861, and has h\"O brothe '. G rsand
one Sister, eorge, James B.. and Mrs, Sarah
Leach. To thIS marnage the following h'l
dren have been born; James W., On March

c
I~

1882; MamIe L.. on November 5, 1883; joh~

A., Janu~ry 5, 1885; Ella 0" Decembe; 30
1886; ElIzabeth, May 20, 1888; Leonard E.:
Se~tember 7, 188?; Earl C. June 8, 1891;
Myrtle B., May 2;').' 1893: Beulah F., July 2,

1898: and Anl1le VIOlet, July 23,1902.
Mr .. Tinner has, done his share to develop

and budd up the BIg Bend country and is to
be clas~ed as one of its respected and progres
sive cItIzens.

• ••

ORSON P. SHEPARD, who resides three
and one-hal f miles northwest from Hartline,
was born in Erie county, New York on jann-, .

I ary 31, 1851. His parents, Ormon R. and Lu
I cinda (Buck) Shepard, were natives of Erie

county, also. Our subject was educated in the
schools of \Visconsin, whither he went at an
early age with his father. For thirty-three
years he lived in that country, except two,
which he spent in Hillsdale county. Michigan.
In 1886. Mr. Shepard came to Washington,
first settling in Sprague, where he remained
three years carpentering and building. In
1889, he moved to Douglas county and took
up a homestead on which place his family re
sided while he labored in the imprO\'ement of
it and also in building in Sprague. He had
verv little means when he came here but has
lab;red faithfullv and has helpeclto build many
of the finest houses in this county, He huilt
the first house in Coulee Citv. which is now
occupied by Hanson's black;mith shop. also
the first house in Almira. He has built file
school houses in the vicinitv and clone much, '.'I
other work. Mr. Shepard has given especla
attention to farming in addition to carpentenng. ec-
and has gained a fine estate of one entire s
tion, all of which is in a high state of cull1va
tion it being as choice wheat land as ~an be

• . ' h' reSidencefound In the county. DUTlng IS .
" 'teres! 10

here, he has also taken an actlH m. held
political matters and local affaIrs. havmg d

. h I I'rector anvanous offices as constable, sc 00 (1 ,
" I three SIS-so forth. He has one brother ant
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Amos A., Mrs. Julia Cady, Mrs. Maggie
ters, I' Kl .
Pelton Mrs. A VI ra utz.

On' November 2, 1872, at Leone, \Viscon
'n Mr. Shepard married Miss Ada Emp)',

SI.ho died in \Visconsin in 1880, leaving two
~~ildren. Gertrude, who also die? in .Wisconsin,
and Mrs. Lillie Porter, now IIvmg In Bernam
wood. Wisconsin. On July 2, 1882, in Au
rora\·iIle. Wisconsin. Mr. Shepard contracted
a second marriage, Mrs. Ellen B. Dildine be
cominer his wife. Her parents, Thomas and
Catherine (Wilson) Campbell, were natives of
Ireland and England. respectively, and the lat
ter of Scotch ancestrage. She was born in
Wisconsin, in 1851, and has the following
brothers and sisters: Thomas. James, Robert.
William, Luke, Frank. Mary. Grace, Mrs.
Kate Peterman, and l\Irs. Jennie Summers.
To this marriag-e three children have been born,
Clyde, Jennie B., and Nellie V. Mrs. Shepard
has three children by her former husband.
Mrs. Kate Buchanan, Mrs. Mary Rice, and
Mrs. Martha Carr, all living in the Big Bend
country.

Mr. Shepard is a member of the 1. O. O. F.
and the Maccabees. In religious persuasions
he and his wife are members of the Sah'ation
Army.- •••

HENRY G. YEAGER is one of the pa
triarchs of Douglas county and a man \vhose
iund of wisdom and experience. dominated by
gelllalty and .integrity. have made him highly
esteemed by all. He is now dwelling with his
son about three miles south from Bridgeport.
He was born in Germany. on March 4. 1840,
the SOn of .Carl and Marie (Uitch) Yeager,
also. a native of Germany. The father was a
soldier under Napoleon and later came to \\Tis
conslll. Our subject attended the public schools
oi Germany until 1852, then came with his
parents to Dodge county. Wisconsin, where he
fimshed his education: He remained there until
1865, then settled in Minnesota, Blue Earth
county, in which place he farmed for twenty-
fu •\Jee years. In 1885, Mr. Yeage.r moved to

ashmgton, first stopping in the Palouse coun
~ry and finally settling on a pre-emption at the
e:d of West Foster creek, in Douglas county,t· e.re he lived for twelve years, giving his at
t~tJon to cultivating and improving his farm,

en mO\'ed to his son's homestead as above

stated and there is dwelling at the present time.
In 1879, through the malpractice of an incom
pete?t physician, Mr. Yeager had the great
mlstortune to Jose his right limb. This has
been a great blow to him, nevertheless he mani
fests a fortitude and spirit quite becoming the
man. Mr. Yeager has three sisters. Louisa,
Fredericka and Mrs. Augusta Miesner. He
had one brother, Herman, who was killed in
the war by guerrillas while on his way to the
hospital. .

On December 26. 1864, at \\'atertown,
\Visconsin, Mr. Yeager married :\1iss Louisa
Koch. Her parents, August and Christina
(Guirhe) Koch, are natives of Saxony, Ger
many. Mrs. Yeager was born on April 10,
1848. in Sinderhousen, Saxon),. She has one
brother. Frederick. and one sister Mrs. Teresa. ,
Scherer. To Mr. and Mrs. Koch, eleven chil
dren have been born, Charles, Augustus M.,
Henry C, Mary A., Lena B., Fitz Albert,
France F., Henrietta \V., Louisa T., John \\'.
and Stephen J.

l\'lr. Yeager "'as raised under the influence
of the Lutheran church.

• I •

\VILLL\M RUBLE PASLAY is one of
the very skillful fruit growers in the Columbia
valley. In 1903, grapes raised on his ranch
took the first prize at the Spokane Interstate
Fair. He has twenty-one acres put out to all
kinds of fruit that does "'ell in this section
such as apples. pears, peaches. grapes and
prunes. His ranch is two miles east from
Pateros and adjoins a nice steamboat landing,
whence he ships his fruit to \Venatchee and to
the coast to\Yl1S. Mr. Paslay is a very pro
gressive and energetic frui t man and is one of
the rising men in this industry in this portion
of the state.

\Villiam R. Paslav was born in Benton
•

county. Arkansas on September 13, 1858, the
son of Thomas and Susannah (Ruble) Pas
lav. natives of Kentucky and Virginia, re--specti\'ely. He was educated in the district
schools of Barry county, Missouri, and re
mained there until 1878. when he moved to
\\'ashington and settled near Uniontown in
\Vhitman county. \Vith others, he crossed the
plains by teams and owing, to the Bannock
Indians, being on the war path, they had much
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trouble. However, they arrived safely at their
destination and took up farming on a pre
emption until 1886, when he moved to Doug
las county and secured his present home place.
His improvements on the farm show his thrift
and skill and he is one of the prosperous men of
the section. l'vlr. Paslay has two brothers and
two sisters. George \V.. Thomas, Mrs. Eliza
Tutle and Il'lrs. Aneliza Adams.

In Barry county, :\.fissouri, on April 9,
1876. Mr. Paslay married Miss Mildred, the
daughter of Berry and Pyrleey J. (Yandell)
Tuttle. natives of I1linois and Tennessee, re
spectively. The father "'as a soldier in the
Rebellion. To Mr. and Mrs. Paslay nine chil
dren have been born. named as follO\vs: Vol
lev. \\;alter, Thomas. \\'illiam T., Oscar. Bes
sie, Pearl, Ruth, at;Id Herbert. Mrs. Paslay
\vas born in Kentucky, in 1858. Mr. Paslay's
father \vas a strong l.'nion man and was forced
to remove from Arkansas during the troublous
times. He settled in Kansas. Mr. and Mrs.
Paslay are adherents of the Christian church. *

~

•••
•

TO),'Y F. RICHARDSOK, who li\'es four
miles \vest from \Vilson creek, is one of the
best kno\\"11 stock men in the state of \Vash
ington. He has operated over the whole range
of countrv from the Cascades to the Missouri
river and has been connected \vith some of the
largest deals and drives in this wonderful stock
country. To gi\'e a detailed account of his life

*Since the above was written it has been. learned
that Mr. Paslay had been for some time suffering with
heart disease, which indirectly caused his death on
September 13, 1904. He was then aged forty-six years,
one month and twenty-eight days. Too much can
scarcely be said in commendation of the hearty spirit
and worthy efforts displayed by Mr. Paslay during his
life here in Douglas county. With his brother, Mor
gan. now also deceased, he braved the dangers and hard
ships of pioneer days, overcame all obstacles and diffi
culties that were in the way, and they were not few,
and lived to show forth the one thing which he had
done so much to demonstrate, namely, that Douglas
county can produce fruit second to none in this fav
ored state of Washington. He made a success of life.
He was wCl:rmly beloved by his friends, who were many.
and respected by all who knew him. As he lived, so. .

he died and his works remain to show the manner of
man he was. In his death Douglas county lost a noble
citizen, his friends a stanch companion, and his family
a loving and wise father and husband.

would be to write a volume therefore .
! , we can

only append the more salIent points h' h
'11 b f d '. , W IeWI e oun very mterestmg.

Tony F. Richardson was born in La
county, South C~rolina, on September 22, ~~s
HIS father, DaVid A. Richardson was a nat'. 'lve
of South CarolIna and graduated from th
Medical College of Kentucky at Lexingt e

d . h on
an was a surgeon m t e confederate ann'

. His mother, ~dna L. (Fuller) Richardso~:
was also a nat!ve of South Carolina. Turner
Ric~lardson, the patern'al grandfather of our
subject, was a state senator several years and
was also colonel of a regiment in the Seminole
war. Da\'id Anderson, the great-grandfather
of Tony F .. was auditor of Laurens county for
years. Dr. A. C. Fuller, a maternal uncle of
our subject, was a colonel in the confederate
army, and this gentleman's brother, Dr. F. G.
Fuller, was a surgeon in the southern army.
J\1r. Richardson's family and connections we~e

among the largest slave holders prior to the
\\'ar. A great uncle, Captain George Anderson,
was the father of three daughters and fourteen
sons. All of the latter served in the Cil'il
war and the youngest "'as only sixteen when
he was in the army. Our subject was well
equipped with a fine education in. his youthful
days then studied for two yea'i's in the Wofford
college, after which he completed a thorough
commercial course in Baltimore. At the end
of his studies he took up general merchandising.
which however was not congenial to his tastes., ,
A year later, he tried farming but that did not
suit him. then he went to Tenuessee and joined
his cousin in the stock business for four years.
The tempting rumors of the west stirred the
adventurous spirit of young RichardS?n ~

much that he determined to see for hlmselt
and so started to Texas. In a very short time
he was with the foremost of the ranchers and
was soon in business with Sprolus Carothers,
one of the large stock growers of Texas. He
was well known to the leading stock men there. d
and operated through that state, then asslste
to drive two thousand nine hundred head of
cattle to \Vyoming over the old Chisolm traIl.
Swan Brothers bought the stock and Mr. RIch·
ardson entered their employ for a time, ndll1g
through Utah and \",'yoming, then he came t~
Oregon and finally to \Vashington. Heworke t
in a butcher establishment for Mr. GIihce ka

. b I'k' the wor ,Pomeroy, for a time, ut not 1 109
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I el1gaued himself to the corps of United
~e tes su~veyors, who were sectionizing Lincoln
c~~l1ty. They were in charge by Truax &
B'gus and Mr. C. C. May of Davenport, was

n ~f' the party. Our subject quit this busi
OI1:s as SOOI1' as he arrived at the Columbia
~i~er near where Barry now is located and at

ce entered upon his career of stockman for
~~11Self. He was engaged with Mr. Estes in
handling cattle, and also drove for Austin &
Hardy to Montana. In 1883, he purchased a
bUl1ch of Indian ponies and began horse breed
ing. He improv~d the stock and ranged with
his horses to vanous sectIOns of the BIg Bend
cOlmtry, making his home much of the time
\lith Wild Goose Bill and Philip McEntee. In
1884, Mr. Richardson took a claim, which is
the nucleus of his present large estate. In
1882, he had assisted Platt Corbaley and Al
Pierpoint to locate their claims near \iVater
rille. theirs being the first locations west of the
Coulee. In 1896-7, Mr. Richardson sold his
horses. about three thousand head, at three
dollars apiece, then he gave his attention largely
to handling cattle. He has now a very large
herd of fine thoroughbreds. He also owns a
great many sheep. Mr. Richardson's place is
an ideal stock farm. It is located at the head
of Brook Lake and is a very beautiful place.
:\ large portion of the estate is under irrigation
and Jast year he cut over six hundred tons of
alfalfa.

~lr. Richardson has one brother and four
sisters, Butler P., Mrs. Annie P. Brown, Mrs.
Mamie Huff, Mrs. Lulu Profit. and Mrs. L.
Stokes. deceased. .

In Douglas county. on December 31, 1885,
Mr. RIchardson married Miss Lucv Smith a
daughter of one of the old settlers. -They w~re
the first couple to be married in Douglas county.
To them four children have been born, Annie
C. DaVid A., Laura L., and Ruby A.

•

• • •
. CHARLES W. HENSEL. who resides five

Ullies north from Waterville. was born in Prus
~Ia, 011 August 25, 1839. His parents, Gott
ned al1d Christian Hensel. both natives of the
~me place, came to the United States in 18so.

f etthtlement was made in 'vVisconsin where the
a er laho d . .JiVed . reo m cleanng the land and there

d· d .Ul1 tl! Ius decease, in 1865. The mother
Ie III 190 b' .0, emg nearly nmety years of age.

Our subject gained a good education in Ger
many, before coming to this country and
labored at home until he was twenty-two years
of age. He went to Minnesota, bought land
and farmed for nearly twenty years in \Vaseca
county. In March, 1887, he came to Spokane,
and October 10th moved to Douglas county
and took up a pre-emption, where he now re
sides. He later changed it to a homestead and
has bought a quarter section in addition.

Mr. Hensel has devoted himself with energy
and assiduity to diversified farming and stock. . . .
ralsmg smce hIS settlement here and without
doubt he has one of the finest places in the
state of \Vashington. The quality of land is
no better than that of others. The only differ
ence lies in that 1\1r. Hensel has made a study of
horticulture and has put into practical demon
stration the knO\dedge he has obtained.

Xo man in Douglas county is better posted
on what this section will produce and how to
handle it to get the finest yield, than is Mr.
Hensel. He raises brome grass, alfalfa, the
cereals. fruit and vegetables, also has a fine
band of registered cattle. and some of the best
Poland-China hogs in the county. He is erect
ing a ne\\' residence and is to add larger barns
to his estate. 1Ir. Hensel has not only gained
a good success for himself but his farm stands
as an object lesson in the Big Bend country and
it has induced hundreds of settlers to make this
their home. Too much cannot be said in favor
of the excellent work which he has accomplished
in Douglas county and it is with great pleasure
that we are privileged to chronicle these items
in the history of the county. We also wish
to note that Mr. Hensel is a great reader and
keeps his library well stocked with the latest
journals on general subjects and especially
horticulture and stock raising.

l\I r. Hensel has three brothers, Ernest. Otto
and Albert. and three sisters, Tena Snell, Emilie
Kletzine and Ida Burke.

On November 25. 1865, at Fond du Lac,
Wisconsin. Mr. Hensel married Miss Minnie,
daughter of Frederick and Rosetta (Buch)

. Lawrence. both natives of Prussia as was also
Mrs. Hensel. The father died when Mrs.
Hensel was nine months old. The widow later
married R. M. Wahlegmuth ..who died in 18<)r.
lea\'ing two children, Bertie and Eustino.
Mrs. \iVahlegmuth died in \iVisconsin in 1902.
To M r. and Mrs. Hensel ten children have been
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born, named as follows: George A., a farmer
adjoining our subject: Charles F., a miller on
Puget Sound: Levi H., at Rosalia, \Vashing
ton; Samuel \\'oo deputy treasurer in Douglas
county; Alfred Boo a postal clerk on the rail
road; Arthur T., a clerk in \Vaterville post
office: Alice, wife of R. P. \Vebb, proprietor of
the InYale farm at \Venatchee; Ida, residing
in Spokane; \Vinnie and Rosetta at home.

Mr. Hensel is a Republican and always
takes an acti\'e part in political matters. He
has been a delegate to nearly all the county con
ventions and the state convention of 1902. He
materially assisted in organizing the first school
in the district and has been a hearty supporter
of education during his stay here. He has been
either clerk or director for seventeen vears• •
occupying both positions now. Also he has
been justice of the peace for the same length
of time.

•••

BALEY J. TUTTLE resides about three
miles south\yest from Brewster in the Central
Ferry Canyon \vhere he owns a farm of one
hundred and sixty acres, the title of which was
secured through the timber culture right. Mr.
Tuttle raises about one hundred acres of grain
each year and handles stock but most of his
time is devoted to his orchards. He has fif
teen acres of irrigated land. the water coming
from large springs and this with some more
besides is planted to apples. pears, peaches,
plums, grapes and so forth. He raises excellent
fruit in abundance. , He supplies the home
market and also ships to Spokane and Seattle.
In the lines of endeavor in which w'e find him.
he has made an excellent success and is one of
the prosperous men of Douglas county.

Bailey]. Tuttle was born in Kentucky. on
February I I, 1854, the son of Berry and' Per
lissa (Tyndall) Tuttle, natives of Illinois and
Tennessee. respectively. The father partici
pated in the war of the Rebellion. Our sub
ject attended the district schools in Berry
county. Missouri and there grew to manhood,
remaining with his parents until twenty-three
years of age. At that time, he came west with
wagons across the plains via the Green River
route and settled in Uniontown, Whitman
county. where he took a homestead and pre
emption and devoted himself to farming. In
1892, he sold this property and came to his

present location in Douglas county S·
I . . IOce

t 1at tIme, he has been occupied as stated bo
d · b bed' . avean IS to e num er With the 1l1dustrio

f 1 'd . h' us andsuccess u resl ents m t IS county. Me Tuttle
has one brother, Andrew R, and two sisters
Mr.s. MIldred Paslay and Mrs. Sarah E'
Gamor. .

In \Vhitman county. near Uniontown, on
September 22. 1882, Mr. Tuttle married Ju
liza Paslay, the daughter of Thomas and Su
sannah (Ruble) Paslay, natives of Kentuckv
and Vlrgl1l1a. respectively. Mrs. Tuttle wa's
born in Berry county, IVlissouri, on August 21,

1866. and has the following brothers and sis
ters. George \V.. \Villiam R, Thomas and Mrs
Anneliza Adams. To Mr. and Mrs. Tuttle:
six children have been born, named as follows:
Gaines M .. born in Latah county, Idaho. on
July I, 1884; Thomas V.. born in Latah
county. Idaho. February 22. 1886; Chester A..
born in \Vhitman county, on May II. 1889:
Mildred]., born in \Vhitman county, Novem
ber I, 1890; Frederick ]., born in Douglas
county, on March 14.1893; and Nina Leona,
born in Douglas county, June 5. 1900.

Mr. Tuttle has been director of his district
for some time and takes a lively interest in
political matters and local affairs.

•••

FRANK HAINER is one of the substan
tial agriculturists of Douglas county. He re
sides about t\yO miles north from Dyer on a
half section of land, which is in a ~igh state of
cultivation. His industry and tlmft ha\'e Im
proved the same in a becominO' manner and he
is numbered with the progres~ive and leading
men of this section.

Frank Hainer was born in Jackson count)',
Iowa, on September 2I. 1858. His parents,
Benjamin P. and Martha (Griffin) Hamer.
are natives of Canada and were early pioneers
in Iowa. They now live in Minnesota. Our
subject attended the common schools of Can
ada where the first twenty-three years of I11S
life were spent then he moved to Minne~t~
and settled irt Becker county, where he [I

. 891 Ie
farming. Twelve years later, or mI. 'res-
moved to Washington and settled on IllS Ph
ent place as a homestead. He added an?t ~
quarter section by purchase and h~s contlllUhis
in the occupation of general farmmg Slllce
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ttJement here. When he first came, he was
se essed of a very little means and like many
~StShe other people in this section, was obliged
to go to the Palouse country to earn money,
f food. For four years he made those pil
orl'mages. then succeeded in raising enough on
gr, .. H h
h's own place to sustam him. e now as
g~ined a good c?mpetence and in addition to
farming has a mce band of cattle and horses
all well graded. ,

Mr, Hainer has one brother and three SIS-

ters. '
At Manchester, New York, on October II.

1879, Mr. Hainer married Miss. Nora Mc
Cartv. She 'IS a daughter of Patnck and Ella
(Lv;;ch) McCarty, natives of County Cork,
Ireland. Mrs. Hainer has one brother, Dan
iel, and one sister, Mrs. Ellen Vvilcox. To this
worthy couple, nine children have been born,
whose names, dates of birth and nati ve places
are given as' follows: Mrs. Martha E. Garland,
Canada, October 16, 188o; Mrs. Katie Lee,
Minnesota, May 7, 1882; Nellie, Minnesota,
December 20, 1884; Francis. Minnesota, Sep
tember 22, 1887; George E., Minnesota, March
3, 1890; 'Warren, Douglas county, October
II, 1892; 'Frederick, March 2, 1896; Law
rence, August 9, 1899; and Herbert, April 12,
1901 The last three were born on the farm,

•••

JOSEPH BOUSKA, who is now con
ducting a mercantile establishment in Bridge
port, has spent a very active career thus far in
his life, as will be noticed by the following.
He was born in Bohemia, on September 12,
1856. the son of Karel and Barbara (Benesh)
Bouska, natives of Bohemia. The father was
a weaver by trade. Our subject was educated
In the common schools and in the parochial
schools of the Catholic church in the village
of Hhnsko. In t866, he came with his parents
to the United States, the family settling near
Racme, Wisconsin. For three years he at
tended the common schools in Racine and then
began to learn the trade of the miller, at Un
;on ~rove, James J. Jones, being his superior
n thiS business. Later, he went to Kewaunee.
Wisconsin, and then engaged with his uncle in
th 'Il, e rol business for seven years. In 1879, he
Journeyed to Oregon City, Oregon and oper
ated for the Portland flour milling company for

five years. After that he came to Cheney and
engaged with ex-Governor George E. Cole as
head miller of the Cheney flour mill. Two
years later, we find him in Pine City, 'Wash
ington, as lessee of the mill owned by A. J.
Smith, which he operated for one year. He
handled other mills in the vicinity and later
came to Sprague in the same business. It was
1888, that he was appointed head miller and
sawyer at the Nespe1im Indian sub-agency and
had charge for three and one half years, re
signing at the election of Cleveland. After
that Mr. Bouska, went to Ritzville and took
an interest in the milling plant owned by J. G.
Stevens. Adams Company Bank, and \V. E.
Blackmer, where he remained for one and one
half years. Selling out. he came to Bridgeport
and operated a flour mill there for seven years.
In 1901. he resigned his position and moved to,
his ranch near Port Columbia. Later, he sold
this property and removed to Bridgeport where
he opened a general merchandise establishment
also handling furniture and undertaking goods.
He is doing a good business and is one of the
leading men in the town of Bridgeport. Mr.
Bouska has !lvo sisters, Mrs. Annie Pulda and
Mrs. Kate B. Phillips.

At Kewaunee. \Visconsin, on May 7, 1878,
occurred the marriage of Mr. Bouska and Mary
J. \Valender. Her father was Joseph Walen
der. a native of Austria. He now lives in Cal
mar, Iowa. Mrs. Bouska was born in Mani
towoc, \Visconsin. on January 9, 1856, and
has one brother, Dr. Joseph \Valender, and
three sisters. Mrs. Pauline Scotland, Mrs. Gus
sie Henderson and ',Mrs. Lizzie Patnand. To
Mr. and Mrs. Bouska two children have been
born; Blanche A .. in 1881, at Oregon City;
and Joseph \V.. on January 10, 1887, now liv
ing at Bridgeport. Douglas county.

Mr. Bouska is a member of the 1. O. O.
F. and the A. F. & A. M. He was raised
u11Cler the influence of the Roman Catholic
church. but he and his wi fe are now members
of the Christian Catho] ic church of Zion City,
Illinois.

• ••
•

PETER PETERSON resides about three
miles west from Bridgeport on an estate of more
than one-half section, where he gives his atten
tion to general farming and 'stock raising,
mostly to the latter. He was born in Skl1c1es-
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nes, ~orway, on June 4, 1859, being the son
of Peter and Johanna (Madison) Olson, na
ti\'es of i\orway. The father was a sea faring
man and merchant. Our subject gained his
education in the high school, after \\hich he re
cei\'ed a certificate for teaching. Then he en
tered his father's store as clerk until 1881,
"'hen he emigrated to the United States. He
landed in Boston and made his way to an
uncle's home in Dickinson county, IO\\'a, where
he engaged in farming until 1888, then he re
moyed to Idaho and "'as there a short time
occupied in laboring on an alfalfa farm.
Thence he journeyed to Douglas county and
took a pre-emption to \\hich he later added a
homestead and which is no\y his home place.
He de,'otes his land almost entirel\ to rais
ing hay for his stock amI has a large band of
horses and cattle. Mr. Peterson has one
brother, Ole N., li,'ing near Bridgeport, and
three si sters Ii"ing in :\'on"ay.

On December 25. 1885. in Douglas county,
Iowa, J\Jr. Peterson married Miss Serena Peter
son. a nati"e of Norwav. l\lrs. Peterson has

•
three brothers and one sister. Oman. Peter.
Knud. and Annie. To this union. three chil
dren have been born, Caroline ].. in Dickinson
county, Iowa, and now teaching in the public
schools; Olga M .. in \Vaten'ille. on September
26, I B9 I; and Yiamie at the home place, on
January 29, 1894.

IVlr. Peterson is a member of the ::\1.· \V.
A. and also an adherent of the Lutheran
church. He and his wife conducted the
Bridgeport hotel for h\o years and also oper
ated a Star Route for one year. He is a pros
perous and substantial citizen.

•••

ALFRED MORRELL is well knmYl1 and
one of Douglas county's popular ferryme11 at
Bridgeport. He owns and operates a first class
boat about one mile below Bridgeport where
he does a large business. . In addition to this
property, he has various other holdings
throughout the county, as farms and so forth.

Alfred Morrell was born in Ontario. Can
ada, on :'IIarch 20, 1853, being the son of Sam
uel and Theodore (Doty) Morrell, natives of
Canada. The excellent schools of Ontario
furnished the educational training of our sub
ject and he remained in his native country un-

til ~row? to manhood. In early manhood, he
enhsted III the Thirty-second military compan'
under Colonel Sprout and for three )'ears 'j. was
III the London barracks and at other milit '

. F 11 . h' aT)pomts. 0 OWll1g IS term of service he
turned to civil. life and in December I~
came to the Cnited States. One year w~s spen;
III Seattle then he came to Douglas county and
took a homestead about twelve miles SOuth
from \Vateryille. After that, we find him op.
erating on the Okanogan river with John H
Thompson. He put in the first ferry, on th~

Okanogan river and for three years 'was ac
ively engaged in conducting this business.
Then he operated a ferry at Pon Columbia
for a short time. Subsequent to that, he moved
to his present place and put in a boat which
he is now operating. vVhile Mr. Morrell has
had the misfortune to lose his right arm, he
is able to handle his business in $ood shape.
He has four brothers and three sisters, George
W" Meh-en, Joshua, John, Mary J., Ellen and
Doty.

:Mr. Morrell is a member of the M. W. A.
While his early training was under the Bap
tist denomination, he is now an adherent of the
First Church of Christian Scientists, of Bos
ton, Massachusetts.

•••

LOCIS BRAKDT is in partnership with
:'I·ir. Hopp. mentioned in another portion of this
work, and together they handle a fine mercan
tile business at Bridgeport. In addition to this,
:'11 r. Brandt owns about one section of excellent
land, four hundred and sixty acres of which
are producing wheat. He has other property
in this county and is one of the wealthy and
influential men. .

Louis Brandt \\as born in the province of
Hanover, Germany. on January J7, 1862, the
son of John and Maria (Vibrock) Brandt, na
tives of Hanover. After completing the hIgh
school course. our subj ect entered the normal
school and received a very thorough educatIOn.
On May 6, 1880, he landed in New York and
for two years subsequent was engaged as sales
man in a mercantile house. Then he came to
Woodford county Illinois. in the same OCCU-•. . San
pation. In 1884, we find M r. Brandt III

Francisco. whence he journeyed to Walla
\VaIla . and Pendleton, spending four years In
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these places, being engaged variously. It was
1889, when he came to Douglas. county, stop
. g the first year III Douglas CIty. Then he

:an to work for. Charles Harris, conducting
a lumber business III Badger Mountalll and 111

\I"aterville. Later, he \~as deputy assessor un
der John E. Hopp, dunng whIch time he filed
on a pre-emption 111 the Bndgeport commumty.
He also collected taxes for \/v'alter Mann, the
county treasurer.. In 1892, Mr. Brandt began
giving his att~ntlOn to hIS land and added to
the same until he now has about one section.
He raised stock and did general farming until
1902• when he entered into partnership with
::VIr. Hopp as stated above and together they
are operating a large business in Bridgeport
at this time.

Mr. Brandt has one brother, John and one
sister, Mrs. Katrina Holsten.

At Bridgeport. on April 18, 1897, M r.
Brandt married Miss Tillie Kropp, daughter
of Lewis and Annie (Klouth) Kropp, natives
of Germany. Mrs. Brandt was born
on October 20, 1880, in Lincoln county,
:\ebraska, and has one brother, John. To Mr.
and Mrs. Brandt three children have been born :
:\nnie M.. October 7, 1899; Lillie H .. Decem
ber 9, 1900; and Ruby Rachel, August 18,
1903- All were born in Bridgeport.

Mr. and Mrs. Brandt are both adherents
of the Lutheran church.

•••

JOHN N. GORMLEY resides about five
miles south from Douglas, where he has a
chOIce. farm of two hundred acres, all of which
IS cropped to wheat annually. The place is
weB Improved and bears the appearance of
thnft and wise management. In addition to
a fuB quota of all kinds of farm machinery
needed on a first-class grain ranch, Mr. Gorm
ley owns and operates each year a fine threshing
outfit. He also has a bunch of well bred cattle
and some fine horses.

John N. was born in Knox county IllinoisS ' ,
on eptember 20, 1855. His parents, William
a~d ElIzabeth (Gerl) Gormley, were natives
OJ Pennsylvania and West Virginia respec~
lIrel). 1'h '. e common schools of his native
COunty furnished the education for our sub
ject and his early days were spent in assisting
liS father on the farm. When sixteen, he went

to Wright county, Missouri, and engaged in
farming near Hartville. That was his home
until 1887, in the fall of which year he had a
very severe attack of western fever, The only
cure was found to be a trip to the west and
soon after coming here he made settlement in
Douglas county, taking a homestead which is
the nucleus of his present estate. \-Vhen he
located here, :Ylr. Gormley was practically with
out funds and like many of the other settlers,
he was forced to the Palouse and Walla Walla
harvest fields to gain money for food and other
necessaries. However, he labored along faith
fully and improved the place little by little until
he has one of the choice farms of the country
and is a prosperous and well-to-do man. Mr.
Gurmley has one brother, Chester P., and one
sister. Mrs. Lvdia A. Hasten.

•
At Hartl'ille, Missouri, on September 30,

1875, Mr, Gormley married Miss Lucy C, the
daughter of James and Mary Cavanaugh, na
tives of Indiana and Tennessee, respectively.
M'rs. Gormley was born in Bedford county,
Tennessee. on June 12, 1855, and has three
brothers and tlvo sisters, Henry, Jackson L.,
John H., Mrs. Mary E. Shaddy, Mrs. Sarah
Burgess. To Mr. and Mrs. Gormley five chil
dren have been born, Evaline, in Missouri and
died in Columbia county, Washington; Albert
N., born in \Vright county. Missouri, on June
25, 1878; William H., in \/v'right county, Mis
souri, on November 20, 1880; W~sley A., in
'Wright county, Missouri, on November 3,
1883: and Mary E., deceased. ,

Mr. Gormley is a member of the Old Set
tlers' Association of Douglas county and always
takes a keen interest in e\'erything that is for
the advancement and betterment of the residents
of the community and the upbuilding of the
country. He is a good man. highly esteemed
and to be commended for his worthy labors.

• ••

THOMAS P. HOPP is a pioneer merchant
of Bridgeport, \Vashington, where he still con
ducts a large establishment, carrying general
merchandise, agricultural implements, and buy
ing grain. He commenced here in a very small
Ivay. selling goods on commission, adding to his
g-reatly increasing trade until his present large
holding> have been acquired and he has also
won the respect and esteem of all who know
him.
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Thomas P., Hopp was born in Clayton

county, Iowa, on January 20, 1863. His
father, John F. Hopp, was a native of Ger
many and a pioneer settler in Iowa, in 1845.
He served three years in Company F., Twen
ty-first Illinois, Volunteer Infantry dur
ing the Rebellion and is now a member
of the G. A. R. The mother of our subject,
Sarah (Ganby) Hopp, was a native of Penn
sylvania. Thomas was educated in the common
schools and completed his training in the Iowa
Cniversity, then learned the creamery business
and the printer's trade. In 1881, being just
eighteen years of age, he went to South Dakota
and engaged in the newspaper business for sev
eral years. During this time he established
four papers, all of which are thriving to-ooy
and among them may be mentioned the
Medicine Valle'll Times. In 1888, he came to
\Vashington a~d during the succeeding few
years, he established the first Union City paper,
the Globe at Marysville, and The Bridgeport
Standard. Later, from 1888 to 1892, he was
special agent of the United States treasury, lo
cated at Whatcom, and during this time seized
large amounts of opium. In February, 1893,
he came to Bridgeport and started the news
paper mentioned above, and in 1898 opened a
mercantile establishment in a small way, as
stated previously. He also in addition to his
business, owns a good farm and does general
farming and stock raising. He was postmaster
here for four years and in 1903 was appointed
United States commissioner by Judge Hanford.
He was appointed notary public under Gov
ernors McGraw and Rogers. Mr. Hopp has
a "ell assorted stock of merchandise, and his
store is well patronized by all. His uniform
and upright methods of doing business and his
geniality to all have won and improved this
excellent patronage.

Mr. Hopp has the following brothers and
sisters. George W .. John. Jacob W·, Henry,
and :VIrs. Marv A. \Villerton.

•

In Clark, South Dakota, in November. 1890,
11r. Hopp married Mi-ss Abbie M. Stillwell.
Her father, Edward C. Stillwell. was a native
of Indiana and served in the Rebellion. He
now belongs to the G. A. R. and is doing a
mercantile business. Mrs. Hopp was born in
Ohio, on December 28. 1873, and has one
brother, Kewton E., and one sister, Mrs. Maude
E. Crosby. To this couple six children have

been born, F. Roscoe, Dora L., Grace E
Maude M., Arthur G., and Alva L. .,

Mr. Hopp is a membe~ of t?e M. W. A.,
and the 1. O. O. F., and "'as raIsed under the
influence of the Lutheran church.

• ••

MARSHALL GARRETT is one of the
younger men of Douglas county who has Won
success in the commercial world, that would do
credit to a life time of commendable efforts
He is a salesman of energy and enthusias~
while his reliability and upright principles have
gained for him the confidence of the people. At

,the present time he is handling an extensive
hardware trade at Douglas.

Marshall Garrett was born in Grove Spring,
,Wright county, Mis?ouri. on March 4, 1877,
the son of James J. and Mary]. (Stevens)
Garrett, natives of Alabama and Georgia. re
spectively. Thev now live in Douglas county,
having been here fifteen years. The father is a
blacksmith. Our subject ",as educated in the
Dayton, \Vashington, high school, having also
studied some in the common schools.
From a skillful and worthy father, he
learned well. the blacksmith; trade and
wrought at it until 1900. when he em
barked in' the commercial field. He opened
a hardware business in Douglas and carries
as complete a stock as can be found in
the county. Among other things may be men
tioned the Fish wagons, Rock Island plows,
Acme Harvester Company's goods, edge tools,
Buckeve binders mowers Anderson hacks and. ' .
buggies, tiger drills, Dempster windmills and
pumps. Minneapolis threshers. engines. and
horse powers, besides many other lines ot im
plements needed in this section. He carnes a
full line of shelf and heavv hardware. tll1ware,
stoves harness guns 'anl ammunition and in

" dfact everything to be found in a first-class har -
ware store. In addition to this. 1\1 r. Garrett
buys grain for the Orondo Shipping Company.
His zeal in his work and his tireless care for
every detail. and his wisdom that supplies every
line of goods that is needed in this country have

'combined to make him one of the most success-
ful men in Douglas county. d

Mr. Garrett has one 'brother, John F., an
one sister. Frances L. Lowery. M

At Douglas in 1896, on March 22, r.
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G rr~tt married Miss Mamie L., daughter of
Jah and Elizabeth (Tierney) Hall, natives
~ ~Iichigan and now dwelling in Douglas

~ou~ty, having been early. pioneers here. Mrs.
Hall has two sisters, .Lot~le and Gr~ce Wright.
To our subject and hiS wife, one child, Harold,
was bam on May I, 1897. . .

Mr. Garrett always takes an active part m
political matters and in 1902 was elected con
stable of Douglas precinct. In church relations
he is an adherent of the Baptist denomination.
Mr. Garrett remarks that much of the success
that he has won is due to the careful training of
a wise father. He has won hosts of friends
here and the fact that he has placed himself at
the head of one of the most prosperous and
extensive businesses in the county, is sufficien.t
evidence of his ability in this field.

••••

IRA HAMILTON has lived a good many
years in the Big Bend country and believes
to-day that it is one of the choice regions of
the west. His estate lies four miles east £rom
Bridgeport and his attention is given almost
entirely to raising horses. He has made excel
lent success in this enterprise and won a reputa
tion for himself that has made his stock sought
for on every hand. When he first came to
Douglas county in the early eighties, he took a
pre-emption which later the government re
served for school land and he was forced to
take a homestead where he now lives. He
bought lan'd in addition to this and has devoted
the same to hay and crops to support his stock.
He first went into cattle raising and soon sold
out and secured horses. He bought the best
grades he could find in the Palouse country and
bred them up with choice Percheron and 'Shire
animals until his draft horses are known all
Over the country as the very choicest to be had.
He always receives the top price on the market
whenever he has animals to sell. He now has
sixty brood mares on the range besides a band
of young horses. \Vhen he first came here, his
nearest neighbor \vas eight miles distant on
foster Creek. His post.office was Barr~,twen~y- '
Our miles away and hiS base of supplIes. W 11
~ur, He has labored steadily and faithfully and

as not only won excellent success in temporal
~fItters but also the respect and esteem of his
eows. He has hosts of friends and is known

all through the country. Mr. Hamilton has one
brother, Alvah J., and the following sisters,
Mrs. Mary A. Gaines, Eliza, Emma, Nora,
Alice, Bertha, Nellie, Edith and Rue. They are
all married except the last two. Mr. Hamilton
was raised under tl-]e influence of the Baptist
church and in political matters is a Democrat.

The birth place of our subjest was Leon,
Iowa, and he first saw the light on December 3,
1863, being the son of Jonathan P. and Mary
J. (Smith) Hamilton, natives of Indiana and
Ohio, respectively. The father is now a retired
farmer and stockman. Ira received his educa
tion in the common and high schools of his
native place and first worked at a general mer
chandise store for two years. In June, 1884,
he lived in Pine City, Whitman county, Wash
ington, and secured a relinquishment of a home
stead. After farming a year, it lapsed to the
government and he came on to Douglas county,
and since that time he has been one of the sub
stantial men of this section.

• • •

DANIEL YOCKEY resides two and one
half miles southeast from Dver and is one of-the substantial and venerabl~ men of the coun-
try. His life has been filled with stirring activ
ity, as will be seen by an account of the ·same.
He was born in A!rmstrong county, Pennsyl
vania, on January 18, 18.F, the son of Henry
and Mary (Rosenberger) Yockey, natives of
Pennsylvania. He attended the public schools
of his native county and received very scant
opportunities to gain an education. He re
mained on the farm until manhood's estate,
then went to the oil regions where he worked
until the war broke out. In July, 1862, he en
listed in the One Hundred and Thirtv-ninth-Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, Company B,
under Captain James L. McLain and Colonel
Collier. He was placed in the army of the Po
tomac under Generals Franklin and Sedgwick.
His regiment was formed in Pittsburg and
went to the front in r862 where his first labor
\\'a s to assist in burying the dead on the battle
field of the Second Bull Run. He then fought
in the battles of Antietam and Fredericksburg.
His winter quarters were at Equit creek after
which he was a participant in the battle of
Chancellorsville where he lost a finger and was
then sent back to the hospitals of \Vashington
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and Philadelphia. He was retained there until
1863, when he rejoinecl his command at Brandy
station near Culpepper court house. He was in
the !?Teat battle of the \Vilderness, Grant's firsto .
large fight against Lee. and was wounded in
the shoulder the e\'ening of the first day. He
was sent to the above named hospitals again and
regained his regiment at the beginning of the
siege of Petersburg. He took part in the Shen
andoah Valley campaign and also fought the
famous guerilla, General Mosby, during the
winter of 1863. Their winter quarters that
year were nea'r Harper's Ferry and in the spring
of 1864, they took part in various actions. then
went to Washington to defend the city and
fought at Fort Stevens. against Early. He took
part in the battle of \Vinchester, then partici
patecl at Fisher's Hill and Cedar Creek. After
this he was in General Grant's command in the
campaign against Lee until his surrender. He
was then sent to Danville to assist Sherman and
later participated in the grand review at \Vash
ington. He was finally mustered out in June,
1865. as a corporal. having the satisfaction of
knowing that he had done praiseworthy service
for his country. He returned to the oil regions
and wrought until 1867, then he went to his old
home and farmed for two years. Then he
removed to LaClede county, Missouri, and
farmed for eight years. In 1877, Mr.
Yockey came to \Vashington by wagon train
across the plains and settlement was made in
Garfield county where he remained on the pre
emption for twelve years. It was 1890, when
he came to Douglas county and took up a timber
culture just southeast from Dyer, where he lives
at the present time. His farm is in a high
state of cultivation and well improved and he
breeds cattle and horses in addition to doing
farming. Mr. Yockey has three brothers and
one sister. Frederick, Jacob, John, and Mrs.
Elizabeth Hill.

In Armstrong county. Pennsylvania, on
January 17,1867, Mr. Yockey marriecl Martha
\Vassol1l. Her parents. -John and Susannah
(Trennels) \Vassom. are natives of Pennsyl
vania. The father fought .in the Rebellion.
Mrs. Yockey was born in Pennsylvania, on
January 17. 1846, and has one sister. Mrs.
Delilah Salsbery. Our subject and his wife
have eight children. named as follows: William.
an adopted one, Charlott A. Rigg, Mrs. Mil-

dred McLean. Hem)' Mrs Emn S' • . . 1l t
Mrs. Mary Nolan and Mrs. Minnie Sm'th out,

Mr. Yockey is a 1?ember of the G~ .\. R
and a very enthUSIastIC supporter of th "

. I f h RbI' e pnn-Clp es 0 t e epu Ican party. He cast his
first vote for Abraham Lincoln at his s d" ' econ
term, beIng then In the army. He is a rna -

I· b'I' d II' notre la I ltv an exce ent standinO'• O'

•••

EDWARD F. SCHROCK, who dwells
abou~ ~ve miles west from Lincoln postoffice. in
the \'ICInlty of the noted land mark, Steamboat
Rock. is one of the largest stock men of the
entire Big Bend country. He controls nearly
two thousand acres of ~asture, besides a large
amount. of hay ,ProdUCIng land. His place
IS certaInly an iileal one. located as it is in
the Grand Coulee. and well laid out and im
proved with good residence. extensive barns.
animal corrals. buildings. and other accessories.
1\11r. Schrock is one of the earliest pioneers in
this section and his labors have always been
characterized with wisdom and excellent judg
ment. He is a man of influence and worth
and has the good will and esteem of all who
know him.

Edward F. Schrock was born in Linn COUll

ty. Missouri. on July 19. 1859, being the son
of Joseph and Mary (Gilmer) Schrock, na
tives of Virginia and pioneer settlers of Mis
souri. The public schools of his native coun
try furnished our subject with his educational
training and until 1881. his life was spent there.
Then he crossed the plains in wagons, stopping
for a short time in Walla \Valla. It was in
the year, 1883. that he first settled in Douglas
county, taking a pre-emption and later a home
stead and a timber culture. In 1885. he bought
out William H. Fleet. who built the first house
in the Coulee. This property had been owned
by Jack Hardy, who was among the very first
white men to settle in the Big Bend country.
Mr. Schrock has continued on this estate Slllce
those days and has applied himself somewhat
to general farming but almost entirely to stock
raising. He has a large holding in thorough
bred cattle. perhaps the finest on the range.

Mr. Schrock has the following brothers and
sisters, Andrew J.. Mrs. Arbella Taylor., de
ceased, James, David, Joseph, Samuel, WillIs.



EDWARD F. SCHROCK



MRS. EDWARD F. SCHROCK
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L Mrs. Dora Streeter, and Mrs. MollieGeorge .. '
Gibson. A'I 8 E F:\t . Spokane, o~ pn 7, 1 97, . .
5 h k married MISS Anal' A., daughter of
\\~ilr:m and Clara (?ilyer) Ber~ard, natives
. Illinois and Mame, respectIvely. The

at ther is now living in Wilbur. Mrs. Schrock
mo born in California, on May 16, 1875, andwas .
h five brothers and two sIsters, Herbert J.,
\~~Iter G., deceased, Victor C, Joseph W.,
Emma G., rleceased, Rolland G., and Mrs.
Jessie White. To Mr. and Mrs. Schrock three
children have been born; Ethel G., on May 4.
IS99; Doris N. on February 13, 1901; and
Walter B.. on October 19, 1902.

Mr. Schrock is a supporter of the Meth0dist
church and an active and progressive citizen,
always allied with those measures that are for
the ad"ancement and upbuiJding of the com
munity. His labors have not only won for
him a' very generous holding in property but
hare stimulated others and he certainly has
done a lion's share in the development of the
country.

•••

WILLIAM McLEAN, a wealthy and pro
perous stockman. who lives eight miles south
from Bridgeport. was born in Huntington
county. Quebec, on June 2, 186r. His father,
Alexander M., was born in Iverness shire, Scot
land, and was an early settler in Canada. He
had served in the British Cavalry during the

. Canadian Rebellion. The mother was Jennett
(McNaughton) McLean, a native of Scotland.
In his home country, our subject received his
education in the common schools. In 1882,
he came to the United States. first settling at
Dallas. Texas. He was at Fort \Vorth and
Galveston, then returned to Canada. In 1883,
he started to California and stopped at Bodie,
where he engaged in the Syndicate mines for
one and one-half years. After that he was in
other mines and mills until 1886 when he came
to W h' ,. as lllgton. settling first at vVaverly. The
next "e h .. 8 ar e came on to Douglas county and
lin I 88. he took a timber culture where he now
Ives H h d . .h . e as a ded smce by purchase untIl he
ahsan estate of seven hundred and twenty acres
w1ch'd' .
18&J.9IS evoted to gram. In the winter of
that beD' he lost what stock he had and after
so gan to raIse graded animals. He has

me Ver)' fi H fne ere ord cattle, a large band of
44

them, and gives his entire attention to breeding,
stock and raising grain. In the spring of 1897,.
Mr. McLean went into the mercantile business.
at Bridgeport with Herman Cornell, conducting:
a general store for two years, then our sub
ject sold to B. Valentine and returned to his:
ranch where he has continued since. Mr. Mc
Lean has the following brothers and sisters,
Lauchlan, Mrs. Agnes Stewart, Mrs. J. Mc
Bajn, Jennie and John. The latter died on the
farm in 1893.

At Spokane, on December 13, 1899, Mr.
McLean married Miss Grace M., daughter of
Franklin B. and Marie S. (Bonner) Nixon,
natives of rVlichigan and New York, respect
ively, and now dwelling at The Dalles, Oregon.
Mrs. McLean was born in Adrian; Michigan,
in May. 1863. and has two brothers, Frank L.
and \Villiam E., and one sister, Miss Josephine
Nixon. To Mr. and Mrs. McLean, three chil
dren have been born; Franklin A., on the farm,
on December 17, 1900; Walter \V.. on the
farm, on March 11, 1902; Robert B., on the
farm, November 4, 1903.

Mr. McLean is a member of the I. O. O. F .
and was raised in the influence of the old school
Presbyterian church. In 1896 he took an ex
tended trip on a visit to his old home place and
friends and relatives there. He is wide awake
to the resources of the country and the progress
of the state in general and stands well where
he is known.

•••

JULIUS F. STANKEY was born in'
Snyder Mull. Prussia, on October 14. 1839.
His parents, George and Rosina (Cluck)
Stankey. ,vere nati"es of Prussia. The father
was overseer of forests there. The mother died
in Nebraska. Our subject received his educa
tion in the common schools of Prussia and when
seventeen came to the United States. He
settled in Laporte county, Indiana, and engaged
in farming for four years. In 1860, he went
to Colorado. but just before going, cast his first
vote for Abraham Lincoln. In 1861, he re
turned to Nebraska and settled in \Vashington
county near Fort Calhoun. In 1862 he en-

•

listed in the second Nebraska Cavalry under
Captain Peter S. Reed. in Company A and was
placed in General Sulley's command and saw
considerable service in fighting the Sioux In
dians. Later, he was stationed at Fort Randall.
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In 1863, he was discharged at Omaha and re
turned to \Vashington county, Nebraska, where
he farmed for twenty-seven years. In 1889,
Mr. Stankey came to the Sound country and
after visiting Spokane and other portions of
the state. he finally settled on the top of Badger
Mountain. taking a homestead. That was his
home for eight years, then he removed to his
present location about one mile south from
Buckingham. He o\\ns a half section of choice
wheat land and his two sons own as much more.
Since settling here. he has given his entire at
tention to raising grain and in 1903, took the
county prize on \Vhite Amber wheat. He has
a good stock of horses and cattle, his farm is
well supplied with machinery and improved,
and he is one of the substantial and leading men
of the community. Mr. Stankey has one
brother. Frederick G., and one sister, Mrs.
Minnie Vooknitz.

At Calhoun. Kebraska, on January 1. 1869,
Mr. Stankey married Miss Rosina. daughter of
August and Joustina (Kluck) Bruck, natives
of Germany. They both died in Nebraska.
Mrs. Stankev was born in Prussia. in March,-1843. She has one brother, John. and one sis-
ter. Mrs. Julia Stankey. To Mr. and Mrs.
Stankey, four children have been born, Emma,
Carl 0 .. Minnie. John F .. J r.

Mr. Stankev is a member of the G. A. Roo-
while he and his \v·ife belong to the Lutheran
church. Mr. Stankey served as justice of the
peace in Nebraska and was also elected to that
posi tion here in 1896. but failed to quali fy.
He has been a life long. stanch Republican,
but took no part in the silver movement that
rent the party recently. He is one of the lead
ing men of the county and is looked up to and
respected by everyone who knows him.

•••

LACHLAN McLEAN. who resides about
seven miles south from Bridgeport, enjoys the
distinction of having one of the largest stock
ranches in the Big Bend country. He also is the
sale owner of a large band of cattle and horses
and is a respected citizen. He was born in the
Province of Quebec. Canada. on April 20, 1858.
His father. Alexander McLean, was a native
of Inverness. Scotland. and an early settler of
Canada. He wcs a soldier in the British cav
alry during the Rebellion in Canada. The

mother of our subject, Jennett (McNau hto
McLean, was a native of Scotland. g n)

Lachlan attended the common schools of
Huntll1gton county and then finished his d.. I d euca_
tlOn 111 tIe aca emy at the same place A.f
that he perfected himself in the trade' of' ter

h · h h car-penter. at w IC e operated for three
H . d' Cd vearse remame 111 ana a until nineteen ; d ..
8 hU ' nm

1 77, came to t e mted States. He first ' t
C l'f . d . \len

to a I orma an milled for some time. He
also dId tlmber work 111 the Bodie mines f

. Af ~mne years. ter that, he came to Washingto
I· fi \' n,sett mg rst at \ .averly, Spokane county, with

hIS brother. In 1887, he came thence to his
present location taking a homestead and timber
culture claims. He has improv'ed the estate in
nice shape and has given his att'ention steadily
to cattle raising since ~oming here. He got
hI s first stock from ColvIlle and 111 the winter of
1889-90, out of one hundred and sixty head, he
had only seventeen left. Many of the stockmen
of the county lost their entire herds. Mr. Mc
Lean was very deeply crippled by thi~, but he
continued in the same business with persever
ance and pluck, which have been amply re
warded by hi s large possessions at the present
time. In those early days, Mr. McLean's near
est neighbor was \V. P. Downey, whose claim
was four miles distant. That gentleman now
resides in Everett. Their postoffice was Water
ville. thirty-five miles away. Spokane was the
base of supplies, one hundred and eighty miles
distant. and Ellensburg was their market, across
the Columbia river. Mr. McLean has always
taken an active interest in the affairs and pol.
itics, being an adherent of the Republican party.
His name appeared recently on that ticket and
he was elected as county commissioner from
district number one. He makes a first-class
officer, bringing to bear upon public questions,
the same wisdom and excellent judgment that
have brought success for him in his own private
enterprises. Mr. McLean has the followmg
brothers and sisters, William, Mrs. Agnes
Stewart. Mrs. Jane McBain, Jennie and John,
deceased.

Fraternally, he is affiliated with the 1. O. O.
F. and has passed all the chairs in that order.
Mr. McLean was raised under the salutary

. hurch
influence of the good old PresbyterIan c dded
and those principles are thoroughly embe . g
in his make up to this day. Once since com~
from his Canadian home, Mr. McLean as
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•••

thither on a visit to renew old acquaint
gone and early friendships, yet he has never
ances . hbhl'd'seen fit to retIre from t. e ac e or s. oma~n.

He is considered an .uprIght man of Integnty

and Irorth.

PHILIP McENTEE, DECEASED.. The
emory of Philip McEntee IS green In the

~earts of all the old timers in Douglas county.
~o words that we could utter would fully por
;[3)' the real worth and excellence o.f the man
as a briuht busmess man and a true pioneer and
capable"frontiersman. It is fitting, however,
that in the volume which pictures the history
of this interesting section. a review of his life
should occur and it is with pleasure that we
append this memoir. . .

Philip McEntee was born In Ireland, In
1830. and there remained the first sixteen years
oi his life. His educational training was there- -
secured and at the age mentioned. he came to
!iell' York as a stowaway. He was soon learn
ing the plumber's trade in that metropolis, and
this was followed until the early sixties, when
he was forced by the western fever to cross the
plains, and finally drifted into British Columbia,
IIhere he mined on the Fraser river. In the
serenties he went thence to Bear Gulch. Mon
tana, and there sought the golden s:l.I1ds until
1877, when he made !;Jis way to \Vashington,
and joined a surveying party which was estalr
Iishing the -north line of the United States.
\\'hile in this employ, he was favored and did
well in financial matters. \ilJith his earnings he
bought cattle and located where Coulee City
noll' stands. In the spring of 1881, he built
the first house here. The winter previous as
also in IBgo-I, he lost heavily on account of the
ngorous weather. He was not a man to be
daunted by such reverses. however, and he con
tinued in the business with commendable pluck
and energy. When Mr. McEntee located here
there were no inhabitants. except the Indians
~nd an occasional stockman. He would take
ands of cattle and unaided drive them clear

to B .. h
k

nttS Columbia and there sell to the l'l1ines,
rna h'. Ing IS way back alone. Such great ex-
:~tlons as these besides many others incident to
10:;~~ business in a new country, were the
Teal ha r. McEntee, and few people know the
taken rdslups of the pioneer, unless they have

part III them. He saw the country settle

up and was always a 'broad minded man, ever
welcoming the ingress of farmers, although a
stockman, whose interests, should he consider
himself alone, were adverse to the farmers.

Three years before his death, Mr. McEntee
was thrown from his horse and sustained severe
injuries in his left side. Later tuberculosis of
the stomach developed and in IgoI, he was in
the hands of the doctors receiving- the best at
tention that could be given. All was futile.
however, and on the eighth day of July, 1901.
it being Monday, he fell asleep peacefully.
although he had been a great sufferer during
his illness. His remains were interred with im
pressive ceremonies and the whole country was
draped in real mourning. for they well knew
one of the stalwarts had gone. In the land
where he had met the adversities and hardships
known only to the progressive pioneer, had met
and overcome. where he had labored wiselv and-
well to bring in the dawn of one of the states
to be of this great nation, where he won such
success owing to his great endurance and capa
bilities, there sleeps quietly the casket where
dwelt the fearless soul and dauntless spirit of
one of the grand men of \Vashington.

In 1891, Mr. McEntee married Miss Eliza
beth Evans. a native of Pennsylvania and the
daughter of William D. Evans. To this union
two children have been born, Mary and Philip.
Mrs. McEntee is now dwelling in Spokane and
has the advantage offered by the city schoolS'
for her children. Mr. McEntee was enabled
to leave to his loved ones a goodly competence
and his widow is to be commended for the wis
dom manifested in the management of the
estate.

•••

DOMENIC C. CAVADINI is the post
master of the Buckingham office, and devotes
his time to general farming and merchandising.
He owns a half section of land which is well
improved and he has recently opened a mer
cantile store at the postoffice. He intends in
a very' short time to add a stock of general
goods which is warranted by the development
of the community and the excellent patronage
he has secured. He is a man of first-class
principles and manifests wisdom and energy in
business lines.

Domenic C. Cavadini was born in Lom
bardy, Italy, on October 12, 1856, the son of
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Dominic and Catherina (Revolta) Cavadini,
natives of Italy. They settled in La Crosse,
Wisconsin. in 1864, where our subject received
his education and grew to manhood. After
completing a high school course, he took a
course in the business college and later began
traveling in various portions of the country.
In the vicinity of Cheyenne. \Vyoming, Mr.
Cavadini followed well drilling for se\'en years,
then returned to his old home in \Visconsin on
a visit. after \vhich he came west and followed
well drilling for five ye3rs longer. In 1889
he made his way to Douglas county. spending
the first winter near Coulee City. In the spring
of 1890, he moved to the estate \vhere he now
lives and has been here continuouslv since. He

•

added much more land by purchase and has the
balance well improved, his thrift being demon
strated by all the particulars of the estate. Mr.
Cavadini is an excellent postmaster and has
won the respect and esteem of the entire com
munity and is the recipient of a very fine patron
age in business. He has three brothers and one
sister, all living in \Visconsin.

On ~ovember 27. 1901, at St. Peter's
church, in La Crosse, \Visconsin, Mr. Cavadini
married Mrs, Elizabeth Cavadini, the daughter
of Henry and Annie (Gresemer) Reichert, na
tives of Germany and early settlers of \Viscon
sin, where they now li\'e. Mrs. Cavadini was
born in Chicago. on .\pril 16. 1858. and has
three brothers and six sisters. By her former
marriage to Joseph Cavadini, she has one child,
Mary. Our subject and his \vife are members
of the Catholic church and devout supporters of
the faith.

• ••

ELI HOLLI~GSHEAD,M. D, .\mong
the pioneers who have made Douglas county
what she is to-day, we ha\'e great reason to
mention the subject of this review, whose labors
in this county have met with the most grati fy
ing success. As a physician, Dr. Hollingshead
stands a real leader, being not only especially
endowed with natural ability for the important
position of a medical practitioner, but also pos
sessed of unswerving integrity, skilled by long
associations in the profession and fortified with

•abundant erudition in medical lore. Dr. Hol-
lingshead has won. as he surely would do, the
confidence of all the residents of the countv and

•
has gained marked distinction 'as a physician

-
and surgeon. Desiring to be relieved f

. , 'd rOm the
constant stram mCI ent to a large and
.. . f COn·

sClentdlOus practIce f o. medicine, the doctor
turne a portIOn a hIS tIme to invest' '
h f h 19atmg

t e resources 0 t e county and accuml1latin a
fine property by handlIng- them in a wise g

1'h d man,ner. e octor now lIas one of the cho'
f . \., Icest
arms, Just sout 1 trom \\ aterville, that is to be

found m thIS part of the state. It consists of
two hundred acres. IS laId ou~ ~ith display of
great WIsdom and sktll, and IS Improved with
consummate taste and sagacity. Dr. HolIin~s,

h~d gives his especial attention. to the su~r.
vIsIon of thIS farm and has made It a most beau
tiful as well as profitable place. In addition to
this Dr. Hollingshead has about sixteen hun
dred acres of land and a large band of stock.
He directs the entire estate from his home in
\Vaterville and has gained in the financial world
as also in the medical profession a marked and
gratifying success. The confidence of the peo_
ple of \Vaten'ille as well as those in the sur
rounding country is unhesitatingly reposed in
Dr. Hollingshead, and \\'ith good reason, for
he has endeared himself to the people by his
frankness, his skill, his real sympathy and in
tegrity.

Eli Hollingshead \vas born in Ontario,
Canada, on May 1I, 1836. the son of George
and Jane (Kinsey) Hollingshead, natil'es of
Vermont and Pennsyh'ania, respectively and
now deceased. .\£ler a thorough training in
the famous schools of Ontario, our subject then
entered the Eclectic IVIedical Institute of Cincin·
nati, and with honors took his degree in IBn
Dr. John Scudder. one of .\merica's foremost
physicians and the real father of Specifi~ Medl'
cation, founded this college. the first of Its kll1d
in the United States. Immediately folIo\\'lI1g
his graduation, Dr. Hollingshead commenced

I practice in Forrester. ::\1ichigan, where he did

I

I excellent work for eleven years. Then came
. • " 0 da TI" IchwaJJ,

I
, a SIX years practIce m sCO,' 1 ~,

whence. in 1888. he came to Waterville to JOlll

his son mentioned elsewhere in thIS volume.
, , . Water-

He immediately commenced practIce ll1 '

I \'ille and has continued here since. The doctor
has a two-story residence in \Yaterville and can'
siderable property besides that alreadZ ~en-

, . I . h' father Stamtioned. The other chtk ren 111 IS r d
'1 A \\-'11' S rah \\ ebb, anI yare: mos, 'J lam. a
Susannah Millard. .' _ Dr Bol-

At Newmarket, Ontano, 111 I8J 8, .
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, head married Miss Hannah Mount, a na
hngs of New Jersey. She has one brother,
tr.e1ve , To Dr and Mrs. Hollingshead three

\\TIS. •
ch'ldren have been born, George, Herbert, and

I 'e Elliott. The first one is specifically
Jen~~oned in this work; Herbert is handling a
r~ furniture business for his father; and
t~~bdaughter is the wife of Prof. Elliott. Dr.
Hollingshead is a member of the Foresters, and
the K. O. T. M. In professional lines he is a
member of the Stat~ Medical ~ociety an? also
the National Eclectic ASSOCiatIOn. He IS ex
aminer of the government for pensions and
medical adviser for the :r,,1. \V. A. Politically,
Dr, Hollingshead is allied with the Republicans,
but does not assume great activity in this realm,
being too busy with his other large enterprises;
however, Doctor Hollingshead takes a keen in
terest in seeing the best men and measures in
the ascendency.

• ••

JOHN O·NEIL. who resides seven miles
northeast from Hartline, and is one of the lead
ing citizens of Douglas county, was born in
Kew Brunswick. Canada, in 1844. His parents.
John and Ann O'Neil. were natives of Ireland.
The first twenty-seven years of our subject's
life were spent in Canada. where he received a
good education. In 1871 he came to the United
States. settling in Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin.
where his cousin lived and where he worked for
sereral years. In 1875 he came on to Puget
Sound, Washington, and labored variously for
SIX years, Then he journeyed to the Yakima
country and did log dri ving for a couple of
years but.finally in 1883, he came to Douglas,
COunty, . He immediately located a pre-emption
and a timber culture claim and later took a
homestead. To this he added eighty acres by
purchase, making nearly five hundred and sixty
acres of choice land in his estate to-dav. It is
n~r~y all in cultivation. is well impro~'ed and
sh Jiltully handled. All buildings needed are at
and . I d'

d , " mc u I11g a modern and commodious
welhng and h' b ..d' . everyt I11g a out the premises 111-

,llcates the thrift and enterprise of the owner
11 r O'N 'I .
and t' el. passed all through the hardships
It nals I11cldent to the pioneer life of theIa: and he has so faithfully continued in his
the rs t?at he is one of the wealthy men of

section to-day and is a respected citizen.

On January IS, 1903, Mr. O'Neill married
Miss Lizzie Cassiday, the daughter of Michael
R. and Catherine Cassiday, natives of Ontario,
who are mentioned in another portion of this
volume.

Mr. and Mrs. O'Neil are members of the
Roman Catholic church and are very highly
respected people. Their settlement here was
cotemporaneous with various others such as
Andrew and Charles E. Flynn, Patrick Kelley,
Michael Cassiday, David Wilson, the Schrock
brothers and many more. It is very difficult
for one at this time, traveling through the Big
Bend, to pi<;ture the conditions of pioneer life.
Fifty and one hundred miles had to be traveled
to get mail and provisions; the country was a
barren prairie. dry and uninhabited; fuel had
to be obtained from distant points, hard to be
reached; crops were then not n'early so good
as now; and e\'ery force of nature seemed to

•
try and drive the settler out. Notwithstanding
all these things, Mr. O'Neil labored along con
stantly, never knowing the wDrd fail and his
industry, determination, and carefulness finally
brought the success of which he is fully worthy.

• ••

WILLIAM E. JO:\ES is the son of Will
iam G. Jones, a native of \'Visconsin. In 1883,
he brought his family to Douglas county,
Washington, and three months later was taken
away by death. He had married Alice Owens, a
native of the Badger State and to them seven
children had been born. named as follows:
Griffith; Maggie, wi fe of T. ]. Allen, Iiving in
Spokane; Clara. wi fe of Perry Sargeant, of
Hartline; William E .. who is the subject of
this sketch; Xellie. unmarried; John, a farmer
in Douglas county; and Phoebe. \'Villiam E.
was born in \Vildrose. \Visconsin, on October
3I, 1874. For one year, onlv, he had the
privilege of attending school. but he made the
most of that as he has also of his opportunities
for study and investigation since. Early in life
he became very skillful in handling stock and
learned the business thoroughly. When his
father came west, this son was one to assist in
the stock business which the father took up.
His sudden death. however. changed matters
much and \VilJiam was forced to meet the stem
realities of life while very young. He took
advantage of his knowledge in the stock busi-
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ness and followed it with energy and wisdom,
and has been occupied with that and farming
continuously since coming to this country. He
now resides on a choice estate, which lies about
four miles east from Hartline, one of the best
in this part of the country, and which has been
rendered valuable by the wise cultivation and
impro\'ement bestowed by Mr. Jones. The
other members of the family are also heavy
property owners in this county and elsewhere
and are progressive people,

Mr. Jones was united in marriage to Miss
Martha S, Pugh, the daughter of William Pugh.
of Hartline, and one of the well known and
estimable young ladies of the county. The
fruit of this union is one child, a charming
little lass of three vears, named Mabelle.•

Mr. Jones is a member of the 1. O. 0, F,
and a man of sound judgment and excellent
executive ability. He has so walked in his life
that he has won the esteem of all who know him
and is a man of worth and influence.

• ••

MILTON B. HOWE is a member of the
firm of Rogers and Howe, pioneers and leading
merchants of \Vaterville, The firm does a large
business and in addition to merchandise have
been leaders in various other enterprises in this
county.

Milton B, Howe was born in Faribault.
Minnesota, on October 27. 1860. His father.
George G. Howe. \vas a native of New York
and the paternal grandfather of our subject
was born in South Farmingham, Massachu
setts. and the wife of that gentleman was horn
In N ew York state, The father was a surveyor

•

and for many years follo\\'ed his profession in
Minnesota, doing a large portion of the govern
ment surveying in the southern part of that
state, He was several years in the land depart
ment of the Great Northern railroad. Leaving
there in 18qo, he came to \Vaterville and joined
his son. The mother of our subject was Emily
A. (Nutting) Howe, a native of South Am
herst, Massachusetts, and descended from the
original noted family that was prominent in
colonial times. She was killed in an accident
on the Great Northern railroad, while enroute
to her husband at \Vaterville, in 1890. .

Our subject received his education in Fari
bault, Minnesota, completing there the high

school course. After his graduation h
I I f J

e entered
t le emp oy 0 . B. 'Wheeler a whole I

'I h sae andretal merc ant, and for seven years c '.. ontmued
111 that capacIty, five of the years bein
. h g Spent
111 t e management of the office. In March
1888, he came to \Vatervtlle and Soon a d'
h· b' '. peneIS present usmess wIth hiS brother-in-law
A. L. Rogers, who is named elsewhere in th.'

k S' h ' ISwor. 111ce t at tIme, the firm has been d '
a large business and now own a great d~I1ij~

. h' f 01property 111 t IS part 0 the citv.
In June, 1897, at Spokane, Mr. Howe mar.

ried Miss Bessie L., daughter of Charles H. and
Mary (Lockwood) Armstrong, natives of New
York and now residing in Spokane. The
mother's father was an Episcopal minister in
China for two years and is now deceased. Mrs.
Howe has two brothers. Edwin and Henry, and
one sister, Josephine. To Mr. and Mrs. How~
two children have been born: Margaret, aged
five; and Laurence, aged six months, Jlr.
Howe is a member of the A, F. & A. M., being
a past master.

Politically, he is a Republican and has been
delegate to the conventions and he is now serr
ing as director of the hig-h school and chairman
of the school hoard of \Vaterville. He Iras
several vears citv councilman.. Mrs. Howe is

• •
a member of the Episcopal church.

•••

GEORGE W, HOLLINGSHEAD is d~

tinguished as having established the ~rst dmg
store in the town of \Vaterville, whIch he IS

still operating, He has gained a good success
in this business and stands among the leadmg
business men in this citv, He was born In

Ontario, Canada. on July :i I, 1859, being the
son of Eli Hollingshead, a native of Canada
and a practicing physician now in WaterYilie.
Our subject was educated and reared 111 1!Jch·
igan remaining there until twenty-eight. Then

, . \\' ter-he came to Spokane and 111 r888, on to aod
ville, He brought with him a. stock of,go r:
and opened the first drug store m the toll n.,
addition to handling this successfully smce.
Mr. Hollingshead has also been engaged Ifi

stock raising. He owns sixteen hundred acres
, 1 Idavs ourof land. Immediately after hIS sc 100 ;,'

. f Dr WeIrs. a
subject entered the employ 0 '. h h'm he
druggist in Oscoda. Michigan, and WIt Ir'I'ng

. 't After Sf \learned to be a skIlled drugg1s .



-

HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY. 695

d t'me in this store, he opened business for
ue I . d '1 h, !f and there remame unt! e came west.h,mse .

O subJ'ect has one brother, Herbert A., and
ur , Ell'

Sister Jenme lott.
one, II' h d . d M'In 1884, Mr. Ho mgs ea marne ISS

C ie M. McFarland, a native of Michigan.
arr M F' I d .Her father, Andrew c ar an , was a native
f New York and married Mary Winchell, a

~at;ve of the same state and now Ii ving in
Michigan. When the war br?ke out, he en
I'sted in Company C, Second Michigan Cavalry,
;nd served three years and nine months. At
the battle of Gettysburg, he was shot through
the left lung and died from the effects of the
wound ten years later. The paternal grand
father of our subject came from Nova Scotia
and the McFarland family is prominent in com
mercia! and professional circles in the state of
New York at present.

To Mr. and Mrs. Hollingshead, one child,
Ethel, has been born, aged eight. Mr. Hollings
head is a member of the 1. O. O. F, and the
K, O. T. M. He is a good staunch Republican
but not especially active, although interested in
ererything which is for the advancement of the
commul11ty.

•••

FRANK M. ALEXANDER. A t"'enty
years' residence in Douglas county entitles the
subject of this article to be classed as one of
the pioneers, and the fact is he was one of the
very first settlers in the prairie "'here \Vater
'ville now stands. Since those early days, Mr.
Ale.xander has remained here and he has shO\\'n
himself a man of integrity and ability. always
laboring for general upbuilding and material
advancement. He located two miles northeast
from where \Vaterville is now located, in 1883.
and there acquired an estate of two hundred and
forty acres. His attention was directed to the
Improvement and culture of this farm until
recently he sold the place and built a residence
In Waterville. where he is now making his
home, He also owns a large block of lots in
town besides other property. Having can
~assed the field thoroughly before, on October
, 1903. Mr. Alexander embarked in com

mercial life, opening a general merchandise
establIshment in Waterville. He carries a full
and complete stock and is doing a good busi
~ess at this time, being highly spoken of and

nOWn as a substantial business man.

Frank M. Alexander was born in Broome
county, New York, on March 17, 1853, being
the son of Peter and Eliza (McClure) Alex
ander. The father was a native of New York
as were his parents, but his grandparents came
from England. The mother was also born in
New York and her ancestors came from Scot
land. Her grandfather was prominent in the
Revolution and received for his service as quar
termaster general a large tract of land. Our
subject was raised principally in \Visconsin,
whither the family migrated in 1856, being
pioneers in the Badger State. He received his
education in the primitive log cabin school
houses and in the graded schools of Avoca,
\Visconsin. Our subject remained with his
father, who was a blacksmith, until he was
about thirty. then came direct to the Big Bend
country. Since then he has been known among
us as one of the leading citizens, Mr. Alexan
der has been justice of the peace, being the first
inr:umbent of that office, and has also been
active in political matters, being a1Jied with the
Democratic party,

Mr. Alexander married Miss Agatha Lude
man, at the residence of her parents, in this
county, on October 12, 1890, and to them have
been born five children, Myrtle, Grace, Floyd,
Edith. and Frances. Mrs. Alexander's parents
are Benjamin and Grace (Seggerman) Lude
man. natives of Germany and now living east
from \Vaten·ille. in this county. Mrs. Alex
ander was born in Illinois and has three broth
ers Heiko. Henrv. Dirk. and t\\'o sisters, Mar-, -
garet Bro"'nfield, and J esena Schacht. Mr.
Alexander has the following named brothers,
Charles, Forrest. Spencer. Elmer and Fred.
Charles served four years in the Civil war,
being in Company I. Nineteenth Vvisconsin
Volunteers. 1'1'Ir. and Mrs, Alexander are both
consistent members of the Christian church and
he is deacon in that organization.

• ••

JOHN :\.. BANNECI\:. Among the
\yorthv and strong men of Douglas county, it
is fittiilg to mention the subject of this review.
He resides about three miles south from Water
ville, where he owns an estate of three hundred
and twentv acres all under cultivation. The-farm is devoted to the production of the cereals
and legumes. He has' been very successful in
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agriculture and produces some of the very best
crops of the county.

John A. Banneck was born in Schleswig
Holstein, Germany, in December, 1849. His
parents, Claus and Frederika (Moller) Ban
neck, were natives of the same place and died
in 1873 and 1893, respectively. Our subject
served in the regular army, participating in the
Franco-Prussian war. He uemained in his
nati\'e country until 1873, gaining during those
years. not only a good education but a splendid
military training in the regular army. In the
year last mentioned, Mr. Banneck came to
Lyons. Iowa, and engaged there in sawmilling,
later going to Minnesota, where he entered the
flour mills, having thoroughly learned the art
of the flour miller in Germany. After nine
years in some of the leading mills in Minnesota,
he came thence. the time being I 88?, to Cheney,
Washington. On ]\-1ay 12, 1883, our snbject
landed in Douglas county, \vhich entitles him
to be ranked \vi th the very earliest pioneers in
this part of \Vashington. He squatted on a
piece of land \\'hich was later taken by the
homestead rig-ht and is now a portion of his
estate. He added to this by purchase until he
has one-half section farmed as named above.
In addition. ?vir. Banneck devotes considerable
attention to raising fruit and has a fine three
acre orchard. He also handles a great deal of
stock and owns about seventy head of cattle
and horses.

Politically, he is now allied \vith the Pop
ulists, but formerlv was a Republican.

Mr. Banneck has one half brother. Jurgen
Nissen, and three sisters, Kathrina Schnack,
Christina Jacobson, and Magretha. They are
all in Germany. Mr. Banneck, to use his own
laconic remark, has never yet met his wife, con
sequently, he is enjoying the freedom and pleas
ures of the celibatarian. In financial circles. he
has made an excellent success and his standing
in the community is of the very best, being a
kind, genial and substantial man. _

•••

JAiviES H. KINCAID, who is one of the
earliest pioneers of Douglas county, is now in
charge of a feed barn in \N'aterville, where he
does a good business. He was born in Ohio,
on January 3.18;1. the son of Jacob and Eliza
beth (Cleary) Kincaid, natives of Ohio and

descendants from German and Irisll. . . ancestors
respectIvely. Both are now deceas dO'

b · . d' e. urSU Ject remame 111 Ohio until he was . t
h .. h' , SIX een

t ere ga1l11l1g IS education from the d' t . '
h 1 d I '. IS nct

sc 00 s, an t len came WIth hIS parents t '.f·. H' 0 l'lIS-
soun. e rema1l1ed under the parental roof
untIl twenty years of age, then was engaged'. . f . In
vanous occupatIOns or five or six years F
Missouri he journeyed to Nebraska an'd t~om
bought land which he tilled for four years. e{e
I~84 .. Mr. Kincaid c~me to Garfield count;'
\V ash1l1gton, sett.1111g 111 the vicinity of Pom~
roy. After rent1l1g land there for a time he
came in 1885, to Douglas county and squa'tted
on a quarter section of government land.
Eighty acres of this quarter are now a part of
the townsite of \Vaterville. He still owns one
block of twenty lots in the citv limits. Until
1893, Mr. Kincaid was engaged in fanning,
then he took up freighting and teaming and
continued in the same until August, 1903, when

i he built his present feed barn and engaged in
I the livery business. Mr. Kincaid is a Repub

lican but not active in the realm of politics.
He has two brothers. \Villiam and John, and
two sisters. Marv \Veimer and Sarah Weimer.

•

The marriage of Mr. Kincaid and Miss Alice
Thornberry occurred in Missouri. Her parents
were natives of Indiana and are now deceased.
Mrs. Kincaid has two brothers. Joseph and
Samuel. and also five sisters. To Mr. and Mrs.
Kincaid fi\'e children ha\'e been born, named as
follO\\'s: Robert, Fred, Otis, Jessie. and Mabel.

• ••

ANTOINE GUIBERT is among the
•

prosperous and successful business men III

vVaterville. He is at the head of a large
je\\-elrv establishment and is doing a very thriv·
ing husiness. His business is located in a hand
some brick structure, and the stock is the most
complete in the Big Bend country. He also
owns a residence in \Vaterville and one of the
finest sections of land in the county. The I~ncl

I lies about five miles north from Waterville,
and is all under cultivation.

Antoine Guibert was born in Paris, France,
on January 17, 1861. His father. Anto1U~
Guibert was born in southwestern France an• . f acre
died when our subject was four years 0 "I'

. F lfam1v
He came from a promment renc 1 H-
and was a very extensive traveler. e
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d married Miss Barthilda Honvanx, a
~ h''. of Dunkerque, France, t e marrnage
natll e . f d h f

rl'ng in Pans. A ter the eat 0
occur G 'b . dher first husband, Mrs. ut ert marne
eh des Rousselle, paymaster of the armx
, tha Franco-Prussian war and a man of abil-
me. d' d d I, nd education. He has SInce te an s leJty a . .
" ow living 111 \Vaterv111e. \Vhen twenty,
:u;subject came with thebal~nceof the family
to the United States, settlmg In CouncIl Bluffs,
Iowa where he completed his education. Later
they'moved to San Francisco. Our subject
came on to Ellensburg and the step-father came
later. In the spring of 1886, Mr. Guibert
came to this part of Doug-las county and took
land and in 1890 all of the family came hither.
In 1891, our su~ject opened his present business
and since that tune has been steadIly engaged In
the same, with the exception of a short period
immediately following the depression of the
early nineties. During those days, he and his
wife visited in Belgium and on July 4, 1897,
located :I second time in \Vaterville.

Politically, Mr. Guibert is a Democrat and
has been a member of the \Vaterville City
council for some time. Fraternally. he belongs
to the A. F. and A. M., having been secretary
for two years.

At Brussels, Belgium. on May 30, 1891,
Jlr. Guibert married Miss l'daria Michaels,
George Vol. Roosevelt, uncle of our president,
and united States consul at Brussels at that
time, witnessed the ceremony. Mrs. Guibert's,
parents were natives of Belgium and prominent
people.

•••

SAMUEL C. ROBINS is and has been one
of the prominent men in Douglas county. owing
to the excellent manner in which he has handled
the resources at his command here and the wis
dom displayed in laboring for the welfare of the
county at large. He is now engaged in farm
Ing and resides about two miles south from
Waterville, He was born in Miami county'I r .,
~(tana, on November 30. 1848. being the son

o Samuel C. and Katherine (Ryan) Robins,
~~lJves of New Jersey. The father died on

arch 14, 1863. in Miami countv. Indiana. and
~~s descended from an old New' Jersey family.
c ~ mother died in 1850. in Indiana. Her an
tes ors were natives of Ireland. The first
Wenty-one years of our SUbject's life were

spent in Indiana, during which time he gained
his education from the public schools and also
in special training in farming and the ways of
the world, having been left an orphan at the age
of fifteen. From Indiana, he went to Minne
sota and for five years was in various employ
ments, then returned to his nati ve state, remain
ing there until February 19, 1884, the date
when he started west. On March 29th of the
same year, he located where he now resides and
since that time has been one of the substantial
and wide awake men of the Big Bend country.
In 1886, he was appointed sheriff to serve out
the unexpired term of Mr. Jordan, deceased,
and at the expiration of that time was formally
elected to that office, his name appearing on the
Democratic ticket. In 1890, he was elected
county commissioner, running far ahead of his
ticket. He has been school director of the dis
trict since its organization and has also been
director of the \Vaterville high school since its
establishment. In the fall of 1890, Mr. Robins
was elected at a mass meeting of the citizens in
\Vaterville and took charge of the Douglas
county exhibit of the first Inter State Exposi
tion held in Spokane. His knowledge and wis
dom displayed in brining to the front the pro
ducts of this county and its resources, resulted
in untold good to Douglas county.

FraternallY. Mr. Robins is a member of the,
A. F. and A. M. and of the O. E. S. His wife
also belonging to the latter.

M r. Robins has 1\\'0 brothers. Charles E.
and Ezekiel \T., and one sister, ~fargaret T.

Deeds, and one half sister, Katherine Brower.
On May 7, 1880, at Peru, Indiana, occurred

the marriage of Mr. Robins and Miss Ida H.
Steiner, a native of Lima. Ohio. Her parents,
Gottleb and Mary M. (Steiner) Steiner, were
natives of Germany and are now living in
\Vaten'ille. Three children are the fruit of
this marriage. Edwin S.. Nellie M. a"nd Flor
ence S.

•••
•

.-\. E, CASE. who is well known in Douglas
county as one of the financial leaders. is a man
whose life has been largely spent in financial
circles. in which he has won a g-ood success,
O\\'ing to his conservative and wise manipula
tion of resources. He is now at the head of
the bank in \Vateryille. having established the
enterprise in 1890, in company with Mr. Ford,
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a fonner associate in banking business in the
east, and now one of the heavy property owners
in Michigan and Ohio. Mr. Case has been the
head of the bank here since establishment and
its success is due to his sound principles and
wise methods of operation.

A. E. Case was born in Michigan, on
October 5, 1857, the son of A. E. and Chloe
(Barton) Case. His ancestors on both sides
were distinguished people in New England,
and various members of the families have
gained a wide distinction in business. They
were identified also with the struggles of the
colonies for independence as well as for their
existence afterward when the coveted goal had
been obtained. The father of our subject was
born in New York state and died on the old
homestead in Michigan in 1898. The mother
was born in Vermont and died in 1873. at the
Michigan homestead. Our subject was edu
cated in the graded and high schools of his na
tive place and later took a thorough course in
the business college at Detroit, Michigan.
After this, he taught for four years and then
associated himself with a large lumber firm as
bookkeeper, later becoming a member of the
firm. The firm organized a bank in one of the
Michigan towns and installed Mr. Case as cash
ier. Making a success of this venture. they
soon organized and established two more banks.
and Mr. Case was associated with 1Vlr. Ford.
with whom he established a banking house. be
ing still cashier of the first one. In 1890, they
disposed of their entire business and the sap-Je
year came to \Vater\'ille. opening business here
in November. Mr. Ford resides in Birming
ham, Michigan. and is one of the' influential
and prominent men of that portion of the state.
Mr. Case owns a section of first-class wheat
land. which produces abundant crops. He also
has a handsome residence in \Vaterville. be
sides other property. Mr. Case has one brother
and two sisters, Daniel, Mary Sylvester, and
Kate Bower.

The marriage of Mr. Case and Miss Eva
Stanway was celebrated at California, Missouri,
on September 26, 1893. The parents of Mrs.
Case are David and Maria Stanway, natives
of England, and now residing in vVarrensburg,
Missouri. having been married in Ypsilanti,
Michigan. The father served three years in
the Civil war and was severely wounded in the
battle of the vVilderness. Mrs. Case has one

brother and two sisters, Perry. Grace S p'
d M· . S Th . . Izer

an ll1me. omas. Two sons have~
born to Mr. and Mrs. Case; Randall S ed
nine. and Austin F., aged seven. Mr C" ag.. ase IS
a member of the A: .F. & A. M., the R. A. Moo
and the K. T. PohtIcally, he IS aSSOCiated with
the Democrats, but does not desire per I

f h · f SOnapre erment, aVll1g re used to allow hl's. name
to be placed on the tIcket. Mrs. Case is a
ber of the Christian church. mem-

., .
. LUCIE~ E. KELLOGG is at the present

tIme th~ efficient. and popul~r incumbent of the
audItor s office ll1. \VatervJ1le, having gained
the office by runnll1g two hundred and thirty
a head of his ticket. Previous to this incun;.
bency, Mr. Kellogg was receiver of the United
States land office for four years. He is well
known and one of the leading men of the county
and has always labored faithfully for general
development. Mr. Kellogg has been a ven
successful newspaper man as will appear in the
following.

Lucien E. Kellog was born in Ashtabula.
Ohio. on August 3. 1850. being the son oi
Lucien H. and Amanda (Harmon) Kellogg.
The father was born in Ohio and his ancestors
were from the state of Massachusetts, the fam
ily being prominent in early American history.
The mother was also born in Ohio, and came
from a stanch Amercian family. Our subject
was well educated, finishing at the Grand River
Institute in Austinsburg. Ohio. Immediately
following his graduation he went to learn the
printer's trade and in 1876. came west to Wash·
ington and in company with Charles B. Hop
kins, now United States marshal for the state
of Washington, with headquarters at Tacoma,
started the Palouse Ga::ette at Colfax. Later
he sold out and started the Northwest Trib'mc,
which he removed to Cheney, one year later
and there was active in the county seat fight.
A fter that conflict had subsided, Mr. Kellogg

.sold his paper to George Schorr and removed
to Spokane. In 1888. he came thence to Water
ville and established the Big Bend EmpiYe
which he conducted for eight years, makmg
it one of the forceful factors in this sectIOn.
Selling this to D. C. DeGolia, Mr. Kellogg
bought a half interest in the Advance at Wenaot.

h· . t est to .chee. One year later he sold IS Il1 er
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B. Fuller and then establishe~ the Chelan H er
aid which he conducted ur:t11 1897. In that
'ear he receiv~d the appomtment to the. re
) ivership mentIOned and smce then has given
ce "d h Ih's time to dutIes outS! e t e newspaper rea m.
N~r. Kellogg has three brothers, Frank, WiJliam
and Charles. The latter was nommee for
superior judge in. the Whatcom judicial district
at the time of his death. He had served for
four years in the Civil \Var.

Mr. Kellog-g- was first married in Spokane,
Louisa M. JiJlson becoming his wife then.
Afterward. unavoidablecircumstances compeJled
the annulling of this marriage. One child had
been born, Lucien T., a printer in Spokane.
Later Mr. Kellogg married Miss Hattie C
Fuller, a native of Ashtabula, Ohio. Her par
ents are Byron and Rachel (Gary) FuJler, na
tives of Ohio. To Mr. and Mrs. KeJlogg. five
children have been born, Charles. M.. Carlyle.
Ruth. Marion. Katherine. Mrs. KeJlogg has
two brothers, Otis B. and Harry. Mr. Kellogg
is a member of the 1. O. O. F. and the K. O.
T. M.

• • •

COLIN GILCHRIST, M. D. Upon no
class of men do greater responsibilities rest as
touching the issues of life. than upon the physi
cians of our land. Therefore it is that popular
spirit demands that they be men of high moral
character. recognized ability. and unswerving
integrity. As no exception to this high ideal:
which is justly required. stands the gentleman
Ivhose name initiates this article. Dr. Gilchrist
has 1I'0n for himself in the Columbia vallev a
reputation which can onlv be gained as the're
sult of merit and wisdo~. He is weJl known
throughout Douglas and Chelan counties and
stands at the present time at the head of a
large and constantly increasing practice, being
located in the town of \Venatchee. His repu~
tatlOn extendS' over both counties mentioned
and his time is so fuJly occupied .in attending to
the calls of the sick that he is unable to attend
to the duties of coroner of Chelan county. to
whIch his feJlows have caJled him. He did
serve for several terms in that capacity then
~~ated in. Wat~rville, but pressing caJl~ now

mand hIS entIre time. He has a good office
and a cosy home. in Wenatchee and also owns acl . ,
~olce tract of fruit land of ten acres on the

rder of the city, where he expects in the near

future to erect a commodious hospital, which
wiJl be a great addition to Wenatchee. A de
tailed account of his career will be very accept,
able to the citizens of these counties, and it is
with pleasure that we append the salient points.

Colin Gilchrist was born in Ontario, Can
ada, on February 5, 1861, the son of James
and Marion (CampbeJl) Gilchrist, natives of
Scotland and married in Canada. The father
dwelt in Canada forty-five years and was
known as one of the stanch men of his section.
His death occurred on December 16, 1902. The
mother still resides on the old homestead,

where she has already spent forty-six years.
Our subject was reared on the farm and partici
pated in the invigorating exercise there to be
found until twenty-one. He had. in the mean
time, recei ved a thorough educational training
from the grammar and high schools of Onta
rio. which are famed over the world as the best
in the domain of the English language. Then
he spent several years teaching in Michigan,
saving his means to gain a medical education.
In 1885. Mr. Gilchrist entered the College of
Medicine. in Detroit. and three years later re
ceived his diploma. with honors. Five years
later he took a three month post-graduate course
in Detroit and in 1903 took two courses in Chi
cago. He soon came from the scene of study
and triumphs to the far west, selecting \Vater
ville as the place of his first practice. He at
once began his life work and from the outset
he was famred I"ith a patronage which only
skill and erudition can win. In addition to this
work he opened a drug store and dispensed
medicines during his practice. In 1897, Dr.
Gilchrist came to \,renatchee and since that
time has continued in active practive here and
in the adjoining country. The doctor secured
a quarter section of land under the preemption

•

right while in Douglas county but has sold it
since. At the present time he is county physi
cian. chairman of the board of health, and
school director. He has one brother, William,
on the old homesteacl in Canada; and three sis
ters. Mary. Sarah. and Maggie. all in Canada.

On April 7. 1889. Dr. Gilchrist married
Miss Mary C. daughter of Charles aI\d Mary
V. (Chenoweth) Aberly, natives of Germany
and \Vest Virginia, respectively. Mrs. Gil
christ was born in Lagrande. Oregon, and there
received her education. Her father died in
1875. The mother married Charles Preston,
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of Lagrande, who is now a boot and shoe mer
chant there. She came from an old and prom
inent Virginia family and crossed the plains
with her parents when young. Mrs. Gilchrist
has two half-sisters, Charlotte and Myrtle. To
Dr. and Mrs. Gilchrist two children, Marion
V. and Hugh B. have been born. The youngest
died when fifteen months old. The doctor and
his wife belong to the Rebekahs, while he also
is a member of the 1. O. '0. F., the Brotherhood
of American Yeoman. the W. \V.. the M. W.
A.. the Royal ~eighbors, and the Eagles. They
botn belong to the Episcopal church and are
exemplary citizens.

....
JOHN M. FRIEL. of the firm of Chris

tenson & Friel, leading real estate men of \Va
. terville. is one of the early settlers of Douglas
county and has wrought with courage and suc
cess here since those days of pioneering. His
father, Neil P. Friel, was born in Donegal coun
tv. Irelano. and came to the United States in
1848, settling in Philadelphia. Three years
later. he moved to Amboy, Illinois, where our
subject was born. in 1861. He is now living
near Westport, South Dakota. He married
Miss Margaret McMenamin. a native of Done
gal county. Ireland, who died in Kovember,
1903, at \Vestport. South Dakota. Our sub
ject was reared in Illinois until eighteen. hav
ing gained his education from the district
schools, finishing the same in the high school of
Amboy. At the age last mentioned. he went
to Chicago and operated in the steel mill for five
years. After that he joined the police force in
Chicago, remaining in the same until 1886.
when he went to South Dakota and visited his
parents. In the fall of 1887, he journeyed to
Puget Sound, and the spring following- that
came to Waterville. He filed on a pre-emption
and a timber culture which later he sold. then
bought land, now owning six hundred and fifty
five acres, which is rented. His residence is in
Waterville, where he has a comfortable dwell
ing. For four years and nine months. Mr.
Friel was deputy sheriff of Douglas county and
during that time he was known as a .terror to
horse thieves and evil doers and the marked
efficiency in discharging the duties incumbent
upon hini in that capacity manifested him as
one of the energetic, thorough, substantial and

spirited men of this section. On Janua •
M F · 1 d . ry I~,1903, r. ne, engage m the real estate b .
. h"1 Ch' USI-

~ess WIt ."' r. nster:'so? and they are hand-
lmg farmmg land, pnncIpally, doing a good
business. Mr. Friel has one brother D .
O d h f 11 " , enl1lS

., an teo owmg SIsters, Kate, Margaret,
Mary Johnson. Ella, Ceha, Adeline and Mrs
Ed Steams. .
. On. December 7, 1897. at Waterville M
Friel mar~ied Miss Mary M. Woolverton'a n;:
tive of Blissfield, Michigan. Her parent;, Mil
ton and Ella (Boone) Woolverton, are natives
of Ohio and now residing at Blissfield. Mrs
Friel has one brother, \Varner J., and one sister'
Rose Mallory. To our subject and his wife'
four children have been born, John Bryan, Neil
P.,\Varner, and Agnes. •

Fraternally, Mr. Friel is a member of the
1. O. O.F., and the W. W. He was originally
a Republican. then a Populist, but is now an
ardent admirer of the great Nebraskan Bryan.
for whom his son is named. While Mr. Friel
takes a keen interest in the matters of the day. ,
he does not manifest especial activity in politics.
He is one of those genial, fearless and upright
men who win friends on every occasion and is
known as one of our leading citizens.

•••

JAMES L. KELLY is now one of the lead
ing merchant of Waterville. Although a young
man, he had attained his present prominent p0

sition by reason of splendid executive ability and
keen wisdom in the business world and an out
line of his career will form very interesting
reading matter for the history of Douglas
county. .

James L. Kelly was born in New York CIty,
on September 24. 186g, being the son of John
and Mary A. (McCann) Kelly, natives of Ire
land, where they were married. They came to
the United States in 1849, settling 111 New
York. The father died on April 30, 1903, at
Waterville and the mother is still living With
our subject. James L. was reared principally
in Cleveland and Springfield, Ohio, and attend
ed school until fourteen years of age. Then h~
entered as a clerk in a large dry goods store an
for four years continued in that excellent tralO
ing. In 1888, he came with the balance of the
family to \Vashington. Each male member of
the family took land as they became of age.
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o subject entered the employ of Rogers and
H~~e, well known pioneer merchan.ts at \Vater
"Ue and for three years was an actIve salesman
u th'eir lar<Te establishment. Then he was with
10" M k'Mr Coleman and later went to oscow, ta mg
~ha~ge of the clothing department for Durnam,
Kauffman & Company, for nearly three years.
Returning to \Vatervllle, a few weeks later he
purchased the general merchandise business of
Fred Brockman at Douglas. He operated the
same for fifteen months and then sold to M. S.
Cannon and bought the stock and business of
Jerrv Patternande and soon thereafter pur
cha;ed the entire business of his former em
ployer, A. L. Coleman. The rapid strides made
by Mr. Kelly in the business world proclaim
better than words can do, his ability and clever
ness. He is a thorough merchant, well in
formed, a careul buyer and one of the best busi
ness men in this section of the countrv.•

Mr. Kelly has three brothers, John H .. Ed
F., and Joseph P .. and one sister, Mary E. \Vol
rerton. Mr. Kelly is a member of the K. O.
T. M., and in political matters, is a Republican.
For two years he was treasurer and now is
councilman of Waterville. He is possessed of
ageniality and warm heartedness that have won
for him many friends and one may predict for
him, presaging the future by the past, a most
successful and bright career.

•••

ALTON A. LYTLE is at the present time
the efficient and popular sheriff of Douglas
county. He was elected to this office in 19°2,
runmng a number of votes ahead of his ticket.
Mr. Lytle is well known throughout Douglas
county, h~ving been engaged in farming and
stock ralsmg here five years. He is a man who
has secured the confidence of the people by vir
tue of real worth. Reverting more particularly
to hIS early life, we notice that his birth oc
curredinNew York,on November r, r855. His
harents, l?avid G., and Anna (Flake) Lytle.
felOg nallves also of the Empire State. The
ather's family was one of the old colonial ones

and h'
IS .grandfather, the great-grandfather of

~~ ~ubJect, was captain in the war of r8r2:
. ~ ather died in 18g0, at the old homestead
;. ew York state. The mother now lives at

ottsdam, New York and also came from a
Ver· '

y promment old New York family. The

district schools contributed to the earlier edu
cation of Alton A., but later he continued his
studies at the state normal, finishing his edu
cation in the Bryant-Stratton business college
of Ogdensburg. After school days, he returned
to the farm and labored with his father for two
years. then journeyed on west to Vvisconsin,
opening a livery business in Vv'aupaca. For
three years he was engaged thus, then returned
to New York. One year later, he came again
to Eau Claire. \Visconsin, and there operated
a livery stable for four years. For two years
of that time he owned some fine trotting horses,
among- \\'hich were Belle D., Little Sherm, and
Billy Dayton, all noted race horses of that day.
Belle D. had a great trotting record and trotted
as fast as two minutes, seventeen and three
fourth seconds, which was very rapid for that
time. In 1888, Mr. Lytle came to \Vaterville
and engaged in farming an.d stock raising,
handling horses principally. He filed on a quar
ter section as a pre-emption but sold the same
later and bought a half section tweke miles
west from \Vaterville, which he owns at the
present time. The place is well improved and
devoted almost entirely to stock raising. As
stated before. in 1902, Mr. Lytle was chosen to
fill the position of sheriff of Douglas county
and is making a very excellent officer. filling
the expectations of his constituents in every re
spect.

Fraternally, our subject is affiliated with
the T. O. O. F .. and the A. F. & A. M. At the
present time. Mr. Lytle has about sixty-five
head of full blood Percheron horses, which are
belie\'ed to be the finest in this part of \Vashing
ton. He also owns some Clydes and other
animals. Mr. Lytle is a single man and still
has ahead of him the choice of matrimonial re
lations.

• I •

,

JOHN D. LOGAN. \\·ho is holding the
position of deputy sheriff of Douglas county, is
one of the heavy property owners, leading stock
men. and agriculturists of this section. He
was born in IO\\·a. on :May 3, 1863, being the
son of Franklin W. and Martha (Metcalf)
Logan. The father was born in Kentucky and
his ancestors were natives of that state and Vir
ginia, being descended from the prominent and
old Logan family of colonial times. His death
occurred in 1873. The mother was born in
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Liverpool, England. and died at Albany,
Oregon, in 1900. In 1873. the family came
across the plains to the vVillamette valley and
there our subj ect was educated in the graded
schools and college at that place. Since
then he has followed various employments.
especially farming. In September, 1888,
Mr. Logan came to Douglas county, taking
a pre-emption and timber culture claim
about twentv miles northeast from \Vater-

o

ville. To this he has added by purchase until
he has a magnificent estate of eight hundred
acres, seven hundred and eighty acres of which
are under cultivation. The farm has an excel
lent two-story, six-room house. one barn, forty
eight by sixty, costing over fifteen hundred dol
lars. and another fortv-four bv fiftv-six. besides. -' .....
various other buildings and valuable improve-
ments. It is one of the finest places in the en
tire Big Bend country and speaks volumes for
the industry and wise management of Mr.
Logan. In addition to cultivating the soil, he
handles about seventy-five head of horses and
cattle each year besides a large drove of hogs.
He is one of the most thrifty farmers in our
country. Mr. Logan has one brother, Samuel
S., a machinist in Troutdale, Oregon.

In ?\O\'ember, 1886, at Junction City, Ore
gan, Mr. Logan married Miss Mary M. Lloyd,
a native of the vVillamette valley. Her pa
rents, Mary and William (Goodman) Lloyd,
crossed the plains in early days with wagons
and farmed in the \Villamette valley until the
father's death. in 1873. The mother's parents
were among the early pioneers to settle in the
\Villamette valley and our subject lived there.
Mrs. Logan has one brother, Alvin. one half
brother. \\Tilliam, and two half-sisters, Mrs.
1\'a Tavlor and Miss Rena Garrett. To Mr.

•

and l\frs. Logan three children ha\-e been born,
Carrie, Gladys and Harry.

Politically, Mr. Logan is satisfied with the
principles of the Republican party. In his
official capacity in the county he has shown
marked diligence for the enforcement of the
la\v and impartiality in conducting his duties.

• ••
IRVI:--JG W. MATTHEWS is the owner

of the Douglas County Abstract Company and
operates the same. He is one of the leading
business men in \Vaterville, and has wrought
very faithfuIJy here for a good many years,

having both the approbation of the citizens d
the good will and esteem of all who know h~n

Irving W. Matthews was born in Sun P1m,
rie, \Visconsin,on August IS, 1857. His fat~:;'
Caleb 'vV. Matthews,. was born in Vermont:
111 1816 and \V.as a ml11lster of the Congregation_
al church. HIS father, the paternal grandfathe
of our subject, was born in Royalston, Massa~
chusetts, while the wife of that venerable patriot
was a n.ative of Vermont,. coming from a prom.
ment New England faml1y. Our subject's fa.
ther married Susan Knight, a native of Maine.
The Knight family was one of the stirring and
patriotic families who had fought for American
independence. The grandfather of Mrs. Matt-

, hews served in the Revolutionarv war, with dis-
•

tinction and the family were able participants
in every struggle of' the colonies since the set
tlement of this country. Our subject's father
died in 1895 and his widow now lives in Bay
Center, \Vashington.

Irving \V. passed through the common,
graded and high schools. recei\-ing his diploma
from thestateuniversity atMinneapolis,in 1884.
\Vhen sixteen, he came with the family from
\Visconsin to Minnesota. After his graduation
having completed a thorough ci\·il engineering
course. he took up that business with the rail
road. being assistant in various Jines and about
1886 went to Broken Bow. l\ebraska. where he
followed his profession for four years. In the
spring of 1890. he located at WaterviIJe and in
partnership with a man. organized the Douglas
County Title and Abstract Company, doing
therewith a real estate and insurance business.
Two vears after. Mr. Matthews bought out his
partn~r and continued the business until 1890,
when owing to the heavy increase of transfers,
he was obliged to drop the real estate and m
surance business and give his entire attentlOn to
the abstract work. Mr. Matthews has the only
set of complete abstract and transcript books in
the county and is now doing a \'ery large bUSI

ness. Mr. Matthews is a Republican and has
been very active in this realm ever since commg
west. He has been to the countv and state con
ventions and in the fall of 1894 was installed
chairman of the county central committee. Two
years later in the same capacity. he was not so
fortunate. He has been justice of the peace
and is now school director. Fraternally, our
subject is affiliated with the A. F. & A. M., and
the K. of P.
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o March 4, 1886, at Clymer, New York,
I ~attheWs married Miss Arabella Carpen
~ r.• native of Jamestown N ew York. Her
teLa '. fV
father, Warren C was a natIve ° e:mont

d his ancestors came from Ireland pnor to
:~ Revolution. The Carpenter family was

Ileed with the colonists in all their struggles
ale . d M'for independence. Mr. arpenter marne " ISS

Eliza Berbert. and they have two chIldren, Mrs.
\Iatthews and Willis. To Mr. and Mrs. Mat
ihews, four children have been born, Willis G.,
Edith E., Minnie L. and Dorothy H.

---"'I~'''.---

WILLIAM A. RENEAU has followed the
practice of law in various parts of the Uni'ted
States during his career and is now actively
engaged in his profession in \Vaterville. where
he has won distinction for himself and is known
as one of the leading men of ability in the coun
t\,. He has also given attention to other lines
•

as will be mentioned and is meeting with a flat-
tering success financially.

William A. Reneau was born in Pontotoc,
Mississippi, on January 27, 1850. His father,
George G. Reneau, was born in Alabama and
his ancestors were descended from tIre stanch
French Huguenots \\'ho braved the wilds of the
Indian land for the purpose of religious free
dom. They were wealthy planters and prom
inent people in the south. The father was ad
mitted to the bar but never actively engaged in
the practice of law. He married Miss Emily
Clark, daughter of Solomon G. Clark. a leaci
I~g southern planter. She died in 1863, and
her husband about ten years later. at the old
MISSIssippi homestead. Our subject was edu
cated in the Pontotoc schools, later taking an
academic Course for which he spent some time
under the private tutorage of Rev. J. D. \Vest.
bemg there fitted for the junior year at college.
Owmg to the reverses of war, our subj ect did
not attend college but gave his attention to
cI k' .er mg In a store and to the study of law. On
a~count of his extra diligence. he was soon en
\ led to be admitted to the bar and commenced
i'le practice. He remained in Mississippi, un
1

1878, then went to Texas but not liking the
°tut1ookk there, turned his attention to handling-
Soc h .
I on t e range rather than the practice of
aw LKa' ater. he took a large band of cattle to

nsas, and there practiced law and partici-

pated in stock raising. Next, we see him in
Ellensburg, \Vashington, where he practiced a
few months and in 1889, he came to \Vater
ville. where he has since been actively engaged
in his profession. Mr. Reneau took up land
soon after coming here and bought until he
now has about one section, all of which except
the homestead is used for stock purposes. He
owns about one hundred and twenty-five head
of cattle all of which are good grades and some
thoroughbreds. He owns a thoroughbred stal
lion and is one of the leading stockmen of
Douglas county. His ranch is most favorably
situated for stock purposes and is very valu
able. I\J r. Reneau, also owns city property and
is one of the well to do men of the Big Bend
country.

He has one brother, who died in the con
federate army, being a midshipman in the
navy; and one sister, Mary S. Rau.

On April 8. 1892, at \Vaterville, Mr. Ren
eau married Miss Avarilla. a native of Denton,
Texas. and the daughter of Riley and Nancy
\Vetse!. The parents are natives of Texas and
now' reside in \Vaten,jlle \,here the father
carries on a butcher business. To our subject
and his wife, three children have been born;
Lock C. aged ten; Lelia B., aged eight; and
Raymond, aged six.

Politically, Mr. Reneau is a Democrat but
has ne\'er sho\\'n a partial spirit, being a li1>
eral. while in general matters, he is very pro
gressive and active.

• ••

HARMO~ WILCOX has resided in Doug
las county nearly twenty years and at this date
that means he was one of the first men to settle
in this vicinity. He has labored wisely and
well for the furthering of his enterprises and
the general good since the day of settlement
and his competence and excellent standing in
the communi tv show his unbounded success.

Harmon \Vi1cox was born in Miami county,
Kansas, on October 6, 1862, being the son of
Harmon and Polly A. (Perry) \Vilcox, who
are mentioned elsewhere in this volume. Our
subject remained in his native place for the first
twenty years of his life, gaining both educa
tional training from the district schools and
experience and knowledge from farm work
with his father. Then he went to San Joa-
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Our subject grew up amid the sur d'

f h . roun l11g
ate WIld and undeveloped west k . s
f I · b' h h . , nO\\'l11grom lIS Irt t e rugged existence of th .

I f . e pion-
eer anc rontIersman. He received h' d. I" 1seuca
tIOna trammg from the earlv school f -
\Villamette valley and did'much ,s Ok the
d I · vor to

e"e op and bnng out the reSOurces of th
c~untry where: he remaine:cl until I 87J. ~:
\\as engaged 111 the .sawmill business after he
arnved at manhood's est~te ~nd in the year
I~st m~ntlO~ed, removed hIS mIll to the Palouse
n~'er 111 ~:v hltman county. \Vashington. The
mIll furnished the lumber for the new build'
. h h . l11gs
111 t at t en· pIOneer section and also provided
flour for ~he settlers even as far north as Spo
kane. whIch was then a small trading village
Later.. Mr. Chase's ~ather took charge of th~
operatIOns of the mIll and in 1886, our sub.
ject came to Douglas county ,,,here he settled
taking a pre-emption and timber claim which
are now well improved and producing abundant
crops of the cereals. He also has a large herd
of fine graded cattle and a good band of horses.
11'1 r. Chase is a c1escendant of the family from
whence came Salmon P. Chase, one of the able
members of Lincoln's cabinet. He has one
brother. Marshall C, and two sisters. )'Irs.
Emma Linn and Mrs. S. il'Iiranda Stone
berger.

On Kovember 26, 1891 at the farm home.
~\'r r. Chase married Mrs. Alice E., daughter
of \Villiam and Jane]. (Kashow) Parsons.
natives of Ohio and of Scotch and German ex
traction. respectively. Her parents crossed the
plains in 1865 and were settlers in Oregon.
Mrs. Chase was born in Indiana on September

I
26, 1854, and has the following- brothers and
sisters. Thomas J., Lewis H.. Geurge \\'..
Charles -D., and Mrs. Sarah E. Day. She was
reared in the Baptist faith. Mr. and Mrs.
Chase have no children of their own and are
giving their care and attention to the rearing of
two orphans.

I t is also to be recorded that Mrs. Chase
came to Douglas county in 1888, accompanied
by her brother. She took government claims,
pre-emption, homestead. and timber culture.
and the family is now residing on her homestead.
The labors of herself and her husband are
richly deserving of the recompense of a good
estate of eight hundred acres which they noll'
own. In the hardships of the pioneer hfe. they
have both shown fortitude and pluck. ~fal1Y

• ••

quin valley in California, and did farm \York
for two years. It was in 1884, he came thence
to Douglas county and squatted on his present
place, one mile north from Waterville. Owing
to careful saving of his "'ages, Mr. \Vi1cox had
sufficient to start with and since those days has
devoted himsel f steadily to farming and stock
raising. He now owns two hundred and eighty
acres. has it \Yell improved, and has a nice band
a f cattle and horses. His stock is all well bred
and he owns one valuable Hereford bull, regis
tered. Among other improvements, we may
mention the first class orchard which NIr. \Vil
cox has grown. It has the leading varieties and
has produced some of the best fruit to be seen
in any part of the state.

At the residence of the bride's parents, on
June 3, 1889. Mr. \\'i1cox married Miss Elsie
E., daughter of Isaiah and Mary Brown, who
are mentioned in another portion of this vol
ume. Two children have been born to this
union, Gordon and Clare, aged twelve and nine.
respectively. Mr. \Vi1cox is a member of tlie
K. T. M., and the A. F. & A. M. Politically,
he is allied with the Republican party, but while
he takes the interest every good citizen should
in these matters. he is not specially active and
never asks for personal preferment, although
he has been pressed to serve on the school board.
which he has done to the satisfaction of all.

EDWARD S. CHASE. Among the
wealthy citizens of Douglas county. there
stands today none more popular and secure in
the esteem of the people. than the well-to-do
gentleman. \Yhose name initiates this paragraph.
He and his estimable wife have traveled the
pilgrim way in this county for a good many
years and have won hosts of friends in every
walk of life, having demonstrated themselves
to be upright. wise and faithful.

Edward S. Chase was born in Salt Lake.
C tah. on February 18. 1849, his parents,
Charles A. and Susan (Steams) Chase, being

. natives of Maine and Vermont. respectively.
In 1848, the father crossed the dreary plains
but on account of ill health, stopped for two
years in Salt Lake, where our subject first saw
light. In 1851, they continued their journey on
toward the mecca of the day, Oregon, and there
settled. They were members of the Methodist
church and good, substantial people.



EDWARD S. CHASE



MRS. EDWARD S. CHASE
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. I'n the winter, the hard trips to Coulee City
tImes dd'h fand Waterville, were atten e WIt great su -
fering and trial owing to the deep snow and

cold.

JOHN F. HUNT is a member of the firm
f Hunt & Towne, liverymen at Waterville.
~hey own a large and well appointed barn,
,hich is stocked with plenty of first class

~~rses and supplied with abundance of modern
facilities. The firm are doing a fine business
at the present time, being well known as men
of energy and wisdom and use every care for
the comfort, convenience, and safety of their
patrons.

John F. Hunt was born in Orange c.ounty,
New York, on September 26. r862. HIS par
ents, Hugh L. and Julia A. (Cortright) Hunt
were natives of New York and are still living
on .the old homestead. The father was de
scended from Scotch ancestry and the mother
comes from German extraction. Our subject.
received his education in New York and when
twenty-one left the farm for: the busy scenes of
the great metropolis. For two years he was in
the milk business in N ew York city and then
went to Wisconsin and worked on a arm for
t\\'o months. After tha t, he journeyed on to
South Dakota where he was ill for half a year.
He engaged in trading after that and bought
a section of land. which he rented. In the fall
of 1889. he came to Ellensburg and a short
time thereafter was at Orondo. After one
winter at that point, he took up a location on
the Entiat, remaining for three years. . After
that he returned to Orondo and took up grain
buymg. He also bought a tract of land and set
out an orchard which is now one of the finest
on the river, being all in bearing. It was in
1902 that Mr. Hunt came to V/aterville and
bought out Geddis and McClellan, being asso
CIated with Mr. Towne in this deal. Thev
secured with the barn about forty-two head of
~orses and e!ghteen rigs to which they have
dded matenally since. Mr. Hunt sold his
9rondo orchard and South Dakota farm and
~now giving his entire attention to the livery

smess and his Big Bend ranches. He has
~ehbrother. William H., and one sister, Eliza

t Russell.
At Dartford, Wisconsin, on August 2 5,

18
93. Mr. Hunt married Miss Emily Fordham,

46

a native of England, as were also her parents.
Her father resides at Dartford, and the mother
is deceased. Mrs. Hunt came to this country
when fourteen. She has four brothers,
Charles, William, John and David, and four
sisters, Susan Tucker, Agnes Malcolm, Lizzie
Malcolm, and Maude. To Mr. and Mrs. Hunt
two children have been born, Hazel and
Maude.

Mr. Hunt is a Republican, although not
especially active in this realm and is one. of
the substantial business men of the town..

,. ..
ALBERT L. ROGERS, of the firm of

Rogers & Howe, leading general merchants of
vVaterville, is one of the men whose efforts
have resulted in great good for the county of
Douglas and who stands at the present time a
real leader in commercial enterprises and cheer
fully participating in all movements originated
for the advancement of the country. He is
heavily interested in different lines of property,
among which may be mentioned merchandis
ing, farming, irrigating and so forth.

Albert L. Rogers was born in Waterville,
Minnesota, on June r9. r859, being the son of
Caleb E. and Jennie (Shouts) Rogers. The
father was born in Orleans, Massachusetts,
coming from a very old and prominent colon-

i ial family. who first came to the new world on
the Sparrowhawk shortly after the Mayflower
had landed. The mother was born in New
York, descending from a Dutch family. They
both are living in \iIIaterville. Our subject
was early trained in the public schools in Min
nesota and later completed his education in the
Shattuck college of Faribault. taking a speciaI
course in civil engineering. At the early age
of seventeen, IvIr. Rogers entered the employ
of the M. & St. L. railroad under his uncle. A.
B. Rogers, chief engineer. He continued in
railroad work, being with various companies
until r88r, when they went to Canada and
joined the force of the Canadian Pacific. Mr.
Rogers was the first white man to come
through the Rogers pass in the Selkirks and he
now possesses a fine watch presented by the
directors for his meritorious service in this
work. c\fter the completion of the road he
had charge of the mountain division for nearlv
a year. In .1886 Mr. Rogers entered the en~-
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in Ohio and came from an old Pe11l1S ,} ,
f '1 Sh d' d . '. '\ vaniaamI y. e Ie III MIchigan in 190?' 0

b · -. nr
su Ject was reared and educated in his t'

I . d . na Ive
state an< remame WIth his father until 88
. 1'1 h' IIm IV llC 1 year e Journeyed to lamest .'
", h D k .. . 0\\ n
i,ort a ota, contmull1g at "arious emplov~

ments for four years. It was 188-. that h
came to vVashington and engageJ in} de

k · I C larwor III t le ascades. Later. he spent a vear
111 Seattle and the same length of time in kit
tItas county, whence he came to Waterville
and after a time at general emplovrnent
rented land, He also operated a freight tea~
and then in July, 1901, as stated al)()\'e. bought
the Thomas House. Mr. Eurich has four
brothers. \Villiam. Edward. John and Fred
and one sister, Icelia Felice. At Waten'ille in
1895 Mr, Eurich married Miss Rose Hardi:1.
and to them one child was born. Lotta. In
1900, Mr. Eurich married Mrs. Ted)' Crounse.
a daughter of Hinkley McCarty. Of her form
er marriage. Mrs. Eurich has one daughter,
Ethel Crounse, Mrs. Eurich has two sisters
Midge Groggins, and Della Ford. '

Politically, our subject is allied with the
Republicans and takes an interest that erery
good citizen should in that realm.

SILAS A. PEARL resides about three
miles northwest from vVaterville. where he has
a nice large estate which is devoted entirely to
small grains and hay for his stock. Mr. Pearl
handles from fifty to one hundred head of
stock annually and owns over a half section of
pasture land on the mountains. He also has

[ a good residence in Waterville where the fam
! . ily live a part of the year.I Silas A. Pearl was born in the Willametle
i valley, Oregon, on September 16. J836.. HIS

I father. James Pearl was a native of OhIO and
! descended from English ancestors. He crossed

the plains with ox teams to the \\'illamette
valley in 1852, settling on a donation claIm
near Brownsville. Our subject \I'as educated
in the public schools of the vaileI' and when
the parents moved to town, operated the home
place until 1886. That was the year in \rhleh
he came to the vicinity of Waterville and took
a .portion of his present place as a homestea~
Slllce that time he has been actIvely engage, . . d In
in general farming and stock ralsll1g an

• • •

ploy of J. J. Hill of the Great Northern and r
made a reconnaissance of the country from :1

Montana to the Sounn. spending about two
years in this work. After the completion of !
this labor. Mr. Rogers decided to get married i
and settle do,,:n to commercial life in partner- I
ship with his brother-in-law, M. B. Howe. '
They ,,,ere the pioneer merchants of \Vater- Ii

yille. and ha"e conducted a thriving business
here since those days. In addition to this the '
firm has conducted a milling, banking and
farming business with their merchandising. !
They have a one half interest in the Entiat I
Impro"ement Company. "'hich owns one thou- I

sand acres of "aluable land on the Entiat, wat- I
ered through a se,'en mile ditch. The company
does a large business in raising stock and al
falf a. Mr. Rogers also promoted the tram
way to the' Columbia river. made the survey,
and sold the terminals to the present owners.

The brothers of our subject are mentioned I
as follows. John G.. James E., Milton E. The I
marriage of Mr. Rogers and Miss Mary N. I'
Howe "'as celebrated at Faribault, Minnesota, ,
on December 14, 1887. and to them two chil
dren ha \'e been born, Emily, aged fifteen, and
Jennie, aged thirteen.

Mr. Rogers is a member of the A. F. & A. I
M .. the W. W., and the K. T. M. He has
served at various times on the school. board
and is now chairman of the county central
committee, having also been frequently dele
gate to the conventions. Mr. Rogers served
as representative from his county to the
\Vorld's fair and dicl excellent work in bring
ing to the notice 'of the public the resources
aad wealth of the Big Bend country,

ALBERT L. EeRIeH is a genial and
obliging host of the Thomas Hotel in Water
ville which he has conducted since July. 19QI.

when he bought the business and furnishing of
the house. Mr. Eurich is well adapted to the
hotel business ann makes a first class host.
making many friends with the traveling public.

Albert L. Eurich was 'born in Michigan on
July 14. 1859. the son of John and Dora
(Stryker) Eurich. the father was born in Ger
many. came to the United States in 1856, set
tling- in Michigan and now lives at Cedar
Springs in that place. The mother was born
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dd't'on to the cattle mentioned, he has a band

~f ~olrses and about fifty hogs. Mr. Pe~rl also

a threshing outfit and does threshIng forowns
the vallev.

He .has two brothers, Redman and Sher-
n and two sisters. Florence M. Steward and

ma . 1
Henrietta McDame s. .

At the home of the bride in Halsey. Ore
gon. on March 4. 1882, Mr. Pearl married
Miss Ella R. Raider, a native of Linn county, .
Oregon. Her father, Archibald Raider, came
across the plains in 1846 with ox teams and is
now deceased. He married Drusilla Summers,
who still lives at Halsey. Mr. Pearl has one
brother, Thomas and two sisters, Martha Irv
inu and Linnie Tyler. To Mr. and Mrs. Pearl

b

three children have been born, Ethel!., aged
twenty: Arlie A., aged eighteen, and Riley M.,
aged three.

Mr. Pearl is a member of the 1. O. F., and
the W. W., while in political matters, he is a
strong Republican, active and well informed.
They are good people who have labored faith
fully and successfully to make Douglas coun
ty what it is today, also gaining good compe-
tence for themse!ves. .

•••
ALBERT T. GREENE has probably been

more intimately associated with vVaterville
and its immediate vicinity than any other man
noll' residing here. He owns a half section of
land northwest of the town and in addition to
doing. general farming and stock raising, he
has been considerably interested in handling
real estate, being now one of the prominent men
01 the countv.

Albert T. Greene was born in Tremont
Illinois. on March 15. r854. While still an in~
fant. he went to New Hampshire with his
mother and there received his education from
th bl' .he pu IC schools. \iVhen thirteen he began
t e carpenter trade and later studied law
not, however, with the intention of prac~
tlclng I h fthe . . n t e all of r878 he came to

f
PacIfic coast via the Isthmus and

Her SOme t' . h . . .f Ime spent In t e VICInIty
~Vilfaanta Barbara, California, came· to the
of melte valley, Oregon. After three years
th ~~entry and farm work there. he came to
Id:h~g,Bend. t~en on through to Clark's Fork,
pen~ Returnmg- to Davenport, he did car-

work until March 23, 1885, when he

came to where vVaterville now stands and pur
chased a squatter's right from Stephen Boyce.
The idea of founding a to\m in the west had
been a picture in the mind of Mr. Greene from
his boyhood days and when by act of legisla
ture, Douglas county was formed, he saw the
opportunity. The county seat was located at
Okanogan. some six miles east of 1Naterville.
but it was unsatisfactory on account of lack of

~

water. So Mr. Greene in company with J.
M. Snow, laid out a town site of forty acres of
the former's farm. Mr. Greene had a very ex
cellent well from which many people hauled
water for miles in every direction and it seemed
very appropriate to call the place Vv'aterville.
In 1886, the new town entered the race for the
county seat and after a hot contest, it was
awarded the prize. A small wooden structure
had been built in \"!aterville to which the coun
ty records were moved and the rent of which
Mr. ]. M. Snow paid for 1\"0 years. Later
Mr. Greene devoted a site and building for
the county court house. In due time, he ac
quired title to the other one hundred and twen
ty of his quarter section and later gained a
half section northwest from vVaterville, where
he li\'es at the present time. During the panic
of 1893. Mr. Greene suffered heavy financial
loss but was enabled to retain his land and is
now again one of the prosperous men of the
section. He has always been very active in
building up the country and especially labor
ing for better educational facilities. He is
president of the board at \Vaterville and a live
supporter of good schools. .

On 1\Q\'ember 6. 1886. near Davenport.
Mr. Greene married 1\-liss Florence A., daugh
ter of George P. and Sarah J. (Dotson) Tur
ner. and to them one child. !\Ibert D .. has been
born. Mrs. Greene \,'as born in Lucas coun
ty. Iowa. Her father was a native of London,
England. and her mother of Pennsylvania.
The mother now li"es at Davenport. Wash
ington, the father ha\'ing died in 1894. Mr.
Greene is a member of the 1. O. O. F .. having
passed all the chairs in that order. On Jan
uary 30. 1898. l\frs. Greene was called away
by death.

•••

SOLOMON LEIGHTON resides three
miles west from Baird, \iVashington. He was
born in Hamilton county, Ohio, on October
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13, 1845, the son of John C. and Alcesta
(Miller) Leighton, natives of Ohio also. In
1855, the family moved to Stark county, Illi
nois, where our subject was reared and edu
cated in the public schools. He made his home
there un.til his ,thirty-seventh year, then jour
neyed west to Iowa where he remained until
1889. In that year, he came direct to his pres
ent place and took a homestead of one hundred
and sixty acres. He has the same well im
proved and in a high state of cultivation, hav
ing made a very comfortable home here. Mr.
Leighton is one of the thrifty and progressive
men of Douglas county and has so conducted
himself that he has not only won success in
financial matters but has the esteem, confidence
and good will of all who know him. He had
two brothers, George \V., a soldier in the Civil
war who died during his term of enlistment
and Albert, also deceased. He has one sister,
Mrs. Eliza J. Douglas, now residing in
Chicago.

In 186<;, Mr. Leighton married Miss Sarah
E. Snell, a native of Ohio and the daughter of
William and Snell also natives of the
same state. She has one brother, Alfred, now
living in Nebraska and one sister, Alvoise
Hunter, residing in Iowa. To Mr. and Mrs.
Leighton. four sons have been born,William
E., in 186<;; Arthur. in 1870; Roley, in 1875,
and John c., in 1880. Mr. Leighton has se
cured what property he owns, since coming to
the Big Bend country through his own labors
and he is to be rated as one of the capable
and substantial men of Douglas county.

• ••

HORATIO N. WILCOX is one of the
earliest settlers in the \'icinity of \Vaterville,
and he has labored steadily here since the days
of pioneering. He is now possessed of one
thousand acres of fertile soil and has most of
it rented. He personally oversees two hun
dred acres adjoining the town of vVaterville
and has shown himself to be one of the most
skillful farmers in this section. Mr. vVilcox
had an exhibit at the New Orleans exposition
and received awards for the same. The winter
of 1883-4 was the first one spent by Mr. \Vil
cox in the Big Bend country and he was asso
ciated then with Mr. C. C. May at Davenport.
It was June, 1883, that he came to where

Waterville now stands and selecte 1 1.
h S ' C, liS pres

orne. tephen Boyce was his COlTIp . ent
he took the land where Water~'ille 11 a~Ion and

H . N " .. 0\\ standsoratlO " . n'Iicox was born in I. '
O t b 8 - h owa, Oncoer 3, I ::>3, t e son of Harmon a d P
A (P ) \"'1 noll\'.~. erry 'v 1 cox, natives of New" k .
K k . , lor and

entuc y, respectIvely, The father d' d .
K . 886 Ie Inansas mI. The mother was f

. h' rom apromlllent sout ern famllv and still 1,'\· . h. ·es mt eold Kansas home.
The family moved to a location about .'1 SIX!\,

mI es south from Kansas City, in 1860, and
there endured, all through the war, the hor
rors of border ruffianism. The father tr' d

I . I' Iesevera tImes to en 1st but was refused on _
count ~f physical disability. Our subject \~~S
reared ~n the Kansas home and educated in the
log cabm school house, remaining with his ia
ther until twenty-one. Then he returned to
~owa an.d worked out for a time, subseql1entlr
Joumeymg to the Sacramento valley in Cal;.
fomia. From 1878 to 1883 he lived'there and
then came to Spokane and on to his present
home as has been narrated. For twentv years
Mr. Wilcox has continued here and ha; be~
one of the substantial and leading men of the
community. He has served several terms as
county commissioner and one term as treas
urer. He always was ahead of his ticket and
while he formerly was allied with Republican
ism, he is now a firm Democrat. Mr. Wilcox
has four brothers, Harmon, Perry, Otis. and
Columbus, also has two sisters, Julia Williams
and Olive Stoker.

On January 20. 1893. at Waterville. J[r,
\Vilcox married Miss Eva E. Brown, a natire
of \Visconsin. Her parents are Isaiah and
Marietta (Byers) Brown, natives of Ohio and
Pennsylvania, respectively. Mrs. Wilcox has
two brothers and two sisters. George. Frank,
Elsie \Vilcox, and Cora. One son has been
born to this marriage, George H. 1'.11. Wilcox
is a member of the K. T. M.

•••

DONALD URQUHART is one of the
busiest men who own interests in Donglas

co~nty. His car.ee.r reads. like a fairy ta,l~
owmg to the rapIdIty of hIS mO\'ements al
the abundant success that has attended hin~ In

all his efforts. Not that his life hasbeen tr:
from. hardships and obstacles, for It \\'111
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that he has met the rugged sid6 of busi-
seen h d' hness activity, but t e energy an sagacity t at
have led him to surmount that which others
. uld have given up to stand all the more

\\ro
o

minent in the light of prosperity that he
II' .
has won.

Donald Urquhart was born in \Vevis,
Scotland, on November. 12, 1853, being the son
of Ducan and Catherme .(McIntosh) Urqu
hart both natives of Wevls. The schools of
his 'native place furnished the educational
training for Donald and he grew to young
manhood surrounded by salutary home influ
ences and amid the rugged hills of Scotia's
historic land. During the portions of the year
when not occupied with his studies, he was as
sisting his father: in his work as stock fancier.
Soon after his eighteenth birthday, youpg
[rquhart determined to bid farewell to the
native heath and seek his fortune in the new
world where opportunities were more in ac
cord with his proKressive._spi~it. On March
IJ. 1871, he first set foot on American soil,
~e\\' York being the gate of reception, whence
he went soon to his brother's home in Fayette,
rpper Michigan. This brother. Leo. had
come to America some time previous to this.
Our subject soon secured employment in the
machine shop of the Jackson Iron Company,
where he wrought for two years. The next
move was to wend his way to the Golden Gate
and for a time on the Pacific slope. he' was
numbered with the sheep herders, after which
experIence, we see him in, Portland in the
Web-Foot State. Here he joined his brother
and after several months they went to Sih'er
City, Idaho, Donald soon being installed as
engtneer III the coal mines there. We next
find him in Boise, again in the sheep business
wh hence e went to Carson City Nevada and
fr h 'om t ere to Portland. He was then en-
gaged by the O. S. N. Co. in their steamboat
Ingwork, and he gained the position of chief
engtneer, remaining six years with this com
pany. Mr. Urquhart still holds his marine
tngtnee' rthO r s Icense. Immediately subsequent to
va:: extended service. Mr. U rquhart. ~n com
Gel WIth his two brothers Alexa~der and
on ~~:b Came to Douglas co~nty and located
ran h creek, where they purchased a stock
was

c
and a large band of sheep. This ven1ure

the athsuceess from the inception as also were
a er enterprises that Mr. Urquhart had

in tow. In company with his brother, Alex
ander, our subject had a large ranch in Oregon,
near the]ohn Day river. A second cousin of
the Urquhart boys was at this ranch and one
day they were in bathing and getting beyond
his depth he was in danger of drowning, when
Alexander regardless of his own safety in the
treacherous rapids, rushed to the rescue. The
rushing water was too much, even for that
young man's skill and strength, for he was
drawn ,under and they were both drowned.
Our subject hurried to the scene and for ten
days and nights, he dragged the river with
others and finally. when all were about ready
to abandon the search, being worn almost to
helplessness, they were rewarded by finding
the bodies. This was a severe blow to Mr.
Urquhart. Alexander was his twin brother
and they had always pulled -together and were
partners in almost every venture. Nine years
since, our subject sold his Crab creek interests
to his brother, George, although he still owns
much property in Douglas county. In 1897,
Mr. Urquhart embarked in the retail and
wholesale butcher business in Spokane with his
brother. under the firm name of Urquhart
Brothers. Thev did well until the fire de-,
stroyed their entire business and entailed heavy
losses. Then they withdrew from that busi
ness. In 1901, Mr. Urquhart was one of the
organizers of the State Bank in vVilsonereek,
Douglas county and is president of that insti
tution at this time. The bank was incorporated
for twenty-five thousand dollars and is doing
a large business at this time. On December 16,
190 3. Mr. Urquhart organized the Farmers
and Mechanics Bank of Spokane and at the
present time is launching that pr?misin.g
financial institution, The place of busmess IS

on the corner of Korth !vfonroe and Broadway
and the bank starts out with a fine outlook.
Mr. Urquhart is also president of the Farmers'
Grain & Supply Company. He is giving his
personal attention to the Farmers & Mechanics
Bank and will spend considerable time in Spo
kane. M r. Urquhart still personally manages
his other large interests in Douglas county and
in other sections. al \\'ays mani festing that keen
discrimination and foresight that always ch~r.

acterize the trulv successful financier.•
Mr. Urquhart was married to Miss Abbey

McClennan.
In political matters, Mr. Urquhart is allied
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with the Republicans and he always manifests
a keen interest in the campaigns, being a pro
gressive man and a hard worker for the good
of the community and the general advance
ment.

•••

SORAN C CHRISTENSEN dwells
about four miles south from Farmer postoffice.
He owns there one-half section of choice wheat
land which is well c1utivated and improved.
The homestead taken was on homestead and
pre-emption rights in 1889 and since then has
been the home of Mr. Chirstensen. \Vhen he
settled here, he was practically without means
and was obliged to leave his home and family
during portions of the year and work in the
harvest fields of the older settled portions of
the state. By hard labor and much self denial,
Mr. Christensen finally succeeded in making
his home place productive and each year added
more of the prairie to the cultivated portions
until the whole farm w'!s producing abundant
crops of wheat. He has become very prosperous
since, olving to his careful management of the
farm and he is one of the well-to-do citizens
of Douglas county.

Soran C Christensen was born in the
northern part of Denmark on Februarv 18,

o

1842. His parents were Christian and Keasken
(Soranson) Peterson. natives of Denmark.
The educational training of our subject was
secured in the common schools of his nati\'e
land during the first fourteen years of his life,
then he devoted his entire time to the assistance
"f his father on the home farm until he was
twenty-two years of age. At that time he
joined the Danish army and served for about
four years. being a member of the royal guard
which is considered a great honor in that coun
try. The royal guard is quartered adjacent to
the King's palace and is supposed to be the
flower of the Danish army. In 1875. young
Christensen determined to try his fortune in
the New World, consequently he crossed the
ocean and made his way to Menard county,
Illinois. He was engaged in general work
there for sometime. then did contracting on
drainage canals until 1889. In which year he
caine west and after due investigation settled
in Douglas county where we now find him.
Mr. Christensen is one of the pioneers of the
county and is to be classed as a real builder of

Douglas county, He always takes a k .
terest in political matters d d een 1Il-an e ucational af
fairs and has given of his time to serv
the school board. e upon

In Menard county, Illinois, on November
14. 1876, Mr. Chnstensen married Mary B.
Peterson. She was corn 111 Denmark on S
tember 8, 1854, and died in Douglas county err
July 5, 1.890. To th,is marriage the follo\\'i~~
named cmldren were born, Christena M .
Illinois, on March 14, 1878; Sena C., in'Il;:~
nOlS, on August 28, 1879. now the wife of Paul
Matson; Robert P., born on June 28 1883'
Henry R., born on November 21, 1885 and
Arthur C. born on May 28. 1888.

, Mr. Christensen is a member of the
Lutheran church and a firm Supporter of the
faith. He is a genial, upright gentleman and
is 'now favored with a goodly competence ior'
the latter years of his life which comes as a
reward for his industry and thrift.

•••

WILLIAM H. ELI is one of Douglas
countv's substantial fanners and dwells ahont

o

seven miles southeast from Douglas. He has
a good property and has shown marked in·
dustrv and thrift in his labors here for the last

•

fifteen veal's. This residence entitles him to
o

be classed with the pioneers who have made
this Big Bend country the choicest region of
the west: and brought here, where once dwelt
the coyote and the rattlesnake, the comiorts
of civilization and the happy times of pros
perity. \Villiam H. Eli has had a good portion
in this excellent work and has done hIS share
well. He is a native of Connecticut, being born
in Tolland county, on October 19. 1849: His
parents, George and Sarah A. (Roe) Eh .. were
natives of England and came to the l nlted
States in the early 'forties. The father fol·
lowed mining. After spending the usual t1111:
in the common schools, while also portIOns ot

r'll' Hthe year were used in fann work. WI lam '
was fitted for the more responsible duties oi
life and in 1870. he left the ,rar:nta1 roof·O~;o~
next 'two years were spent 111 New burg.
in work at the barber trade. Then came ~
period of travel over the western states. an
two years later he returned again to Newburg,

, h d then three ,nTwo years were spent t ere an . t to
his old home. After that, Mr, Elt wen
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K as and Missouri and wrought in the coal
ans hid" . I. s He was in all t e ea mg mmes m t lose

mme. W h' Ftes and finally came to. as mgton. or a
sta he worked in the coal mines of King coun
~;t~en was in Yakima before the railroad was

t through. After that, Mr. Eli was employed
pu the mines in Boise and Silver City, Idaho,
md in the rush was in the Coeur, d'Alenes.
an '1' dFinally, in 1890, he qUIt t le mmes, an came
t the Big Bend country. He selected a home
s~eacl and pre-emption and s~ured title to a
half section of good land. fa the Improve
ment and development of this he has given
his attention since that time. He has gained
a good amount of property and is blessed with
a fine compentence. for the balance of his
natural life.

Mr. Eli has the following named brothers
and sisters, George A., in Leavenworth;
Robert /I.., mining in Okanogan county: John
T.. at Hanna, Wyoming; Mrs. Lizzie Eblen,
in Missouri; and Mrs. Sarah Polister, at
Hanna, Wyoming. Mr. Eli has many friends
and his walk in life has been such that he merits
and receives the respect and esteem of all who
may have the pleasure of his acquaintance.

•••
JAMES H. CUNNINGHAM is one of

the well known men of Douglas county and has
gained a host of friends since coming here.
His geniality, uprightness and industry have
given him a standing of the best, as well as
provided a goodly competence in property. He
IS a native of Indiana. being born in Madison,
Jefferson county, on December 31, 1862, the
son of Clelland and Laura (Keyt) Cunningham.
The mother dwells in Los Angeles. California.
The father was captain of Company L. in the
FOllrth Indiana Volunteer Cavalrv and is now
deceased. Ja~es attended the com~on schools
early in life then finished his education in Han
over college. In 1883. he determined to come
;~est and of all the alluring places, \Vashing-

h
n seemed the best and accordinglv he came
lili H .f er. e soon selected a homestead at the

oat of Badger mountain and engaged in farm
mg. Later he went to the fiat where Ephrata
IS now bUIlt and engaged in raising stock. He
now has h' .F a c Olce farm three mIles east from
f aITner which is well improved and a com
Ortable rural abode. In addition to handling

his stock, and overseeing his farm, Mr. Cun
ningham also has the contract of carrying the
United States mail from Coulee City to \Vater
ville, a distance of forty-five miles. He also
keeps a road house for the accommodation of
passengers and travelers. Mr. Cunningham has
displayed excellent ability in his labors and in
addition to being one of the old pioneers, he
is to be accredited with being one of the thrifty
and successful men of means, who has accumu
lated his holding by a wise use of the re
sources of the country.

At \Vaterville, 'vVashington, on December
25, 1890, occurred the marriage of Mr. Cun
ningham and Miss Ella Owens. only child of
Edward and Amanda (Dodson) Owens. na
tives of Ohio and Linn county. Oregon, re
spectively. The father was a pioneer in Ore
gon as well as in Douglas county. Mrs. Cun
ningham was born in Silver City, Idaho, 011

June 4. 1873. To this worthy couple there
have been born fi\'e children. named as fol e

lows: Cleland 1'., on ~ovember 17. 1891; Ed
ward 0 .. l\larch 16, 1893; Margaret L.. May
15, 1895: Henry J .. July 31, 1896; and Will
iam K.. on July 30. 1898. They were all born
in Coulee City. Mr. Cunningham is a mem
ber of the A. O. U. \V. and alwavs takes a

~

great interest in public measures and whate\'er
is for the weliare of the country.

• ••

lVIARK KOBLE resides just west from
Baird and has one of the choicest estates in
\Vasllington. It is said that }lvlr. Noble dis
plays the best skill. judging from results air
tained. of any farmer in the country. Surely
it may be said. that he has a model farm and
one in which a pardonable pride can be taken.

Mark Koble was born in Darby, England.
on May 9. 1852. the son of Mark and Mary
(Graves) ?\oble. also natives of England.
The fa.ther \\'as a miner and later came to the
United States \\'ith his familv and made settle-

~

ment in Ohio. Later he removed to Iowa and
there remained until his death. Our subject
was educated in the parochial schools of the
Episcopal church in England and in 1870 came
to the United States. His younger' brother
came with him and they stopped for a time at
Letona. Ohio, and wrought in the iron and
coal mines. Several years were thus spent
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in different sections of that state and Pennsyl
vania, when Mr. Noble secured a team and
wagon and traveled to Centerville, Iowa. In
1873, he went to Kansas, but was eaten out by
grasshoppers and returned to Iowa. Previous
to this return, however, he spent some time
in Colorado hunting buffalo. He opened a
coal mine in Adams county, Iowa, and operated
it for fourteen years. Then he purchased a
farm ten miles out from Creston, Iowa, and
soon thereafter a cyclone tore all the buildings
to pieces. Again we find ;'Iir. Noble in Kan
sas, after that in Iowa, and later in Missouri
as manager of the Santa Fe coal mines. Finally
he turned his face to the west and landed in
vVashington. Stopping a time in Rockford,
he then came to Spokane and did various work
until he located in Douglas county, where he
lives now. In 1892, he brought his family
here and since then he has given every effort
to make his farm one of the best to be had.
In the winters he would go to Roslyn to earn
money in dle coal mines to continue his im--provement. The first winter he lost all his
horses and this was a great set back as it de
layed him more than a year. However. Mr.
N obl~ was possessed of the grit that never
gives up and he continued although the odds
were all against him. The result is that today
he has a section and one-half of choice wheat
land. the best of improvements. plenty of cat
tle and horses and everything that makes com
fortable and valuable a first class \Vashing
ton ranch. He is one of the eminently suc
cessful men of the entire Big Bend coumry..
Mr. Noble has the following brothers and sis
ters, Samuel, Thomas, Mrs. Elizabeth Maybe,
Mrs. Mary A. Warr, Mrs. Rose Adams, and
Mrs. Jemima Lynam.

The marriage of Mr. Noble and Miss Eliza
beth A. Barrow occurred at Red Oak. Iowa,
on September ro, 1873. Mrs. Noble is the
<laughter of Richard and Elizabeth Barrow,
natives of England, and she was born in Lan
castershire. England, on January 29, 1856. To
Mr. and Mrs. Noble, the following named chil
dren have been born; Emma W., the wife of
Robert G. Fraser, living in Spokane; Harriett
L.. "'i fe of R. Leighton, living near by;
Minnie. wife of L. McDonald, near Baird;
Mark c.: Daisy; Elizabeth A.; Jessa; Myrtle
B .. and George S. The last named died in
Baird, in 1899. Mr. and Mrs. Noble are both

members of the Episcopalian church dan are
esteemed people. Mr. Noble construct d
h .. . d' h e all

t e IrrIgatIon ltc es on the large Blythe ranch.

• ••

JAMES F. POPPLE, better known
Uncle Jim Popple, resides about two mil~
northwest from \Vilsoncreek. He was born is
~Ilegany county, New York, on June 13, 183~~
10 what he deSCrIbes as one of the most "God
forsaken spots on the map of New York."
His father, Billings Popple, was born in New
Jersey, in I8ro, the son of Billings Popple.
The mother of our subject was Sarah Ann
(McCray) Popple. She was born in New
Jersey, in 1806, the daughter of Samuel Mc
Cray. James was the second of five chil
dren, named as follows: George, who died at
Almira sometime since; Lester, residing at
Odessa; Alonzo, who died in Cairo, Illinois,
in 1863, being a soldier in the Eighth Minne
sota Volunteer Infantry; Susan A., who died
at Odessa, Lincoln county, in 1891. In speak
ing of his education, Mr. Popple says: "My
education was strictly attended to. I was
started to school at five years of age and con
tinued regularily for about three months of
each year. My task was to learn by heart a
page of something in the front of the spelling
book. \Vhen I had that learned the term was
out. I never knew at that time what it was
and do not yet. However, I expect sometime
to go back and hunt up the old speller and learn
what it was." \Vhen fourteen, James was
hired to a farmer living near by, for four bush
els of wheat per month. Two years later, his

.father died and he then began to assIst hiS
mother in the support of the family. When
seven or eight years of age, Mr. Popple dIS
tinctly remembers the first matches that were
brought out. Previous to that, it was a very
common thing for the children to run to the
neighbors to get fire. At the time the first
matches appeared the first cook stoves were
manufactured. When twenty years of age,

h· ldestML Popple came to Minnesota, IS 0 .
. SIXbrother having come three years preVIOUS.

months after he arrived his mother and the bal
ance of the family came and they located at the

. ountvmouth of the Platt river in MorrIson c .'
one hundred miles north from St. Pau!. For
eleven years, Mr. Popple was on the spring
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d
. and actively engaged in the lumbernves .

.oo<!s in winter. In speakmg of that country,
~~ popple remarks' "There were two seasons

rl·. one is the mosquito and -the other the
on v, h' d h '1. 'ter" However, e remame t ere unt1
~n . . h' h1888 and then i,0u!1?'eyed west wIth IS. orses
and cattle to jom hIS brother who was I~ the
h p business on Crab Creek. The first wmter

s ee fine but the second winter the -thermometerwas
ranged forty degrees below zero and the stock
had to be fed for one ~undred and twenty days.
Mr. popple paId as hIgh as twenty-five dollars
per ton for hay and ha~led It seven mIles to
keep the stock from starvmg. He took a ranch
at the mouth of Sylvan lake and farmed it for
t\\·o seasons then traded it for a band of seventy
horses. He put these on the range in the care
of his brother, who attended them until his
death, in 1894. Since then, Mr. Popple has
given his attention to them and now has some
of the finest horses in the entire Big Bend coun
trv. In addition to his home place, he leases
t\;O thousand acres south of \Vilsoncreek which
was devoted to pasture. M r. Popple is well
and favorably known all over this country and
has many friends. He has never seen fit to
discard the joys of the celibatarian for the un
certain seas of matrimony.

•••

JOHN A. SEMRO is at the present time
operating a first class hotel in \Vilsoncreek.
Although not classed as one of the earliest
pioneers of the Big Bend country, still. Mr.
Seroro has manifested such energy and zeal in
the building up of the country since coming
that he is entitled to the rank with the leading
CI~lzeJ1S of Douglas county. He was born in
\\·est Prussia, Germany, on March 1, 1855,
the son of David and Henrietta (Reston)
Semro. also natives of Prussia. His education
was received in his native land and there he
r:sided until 1882, when he shipped for the
{jOlted States, landing in Brooklyn. After a
short service there he came west to Milwaukee
~~d did general w~rk.in that c!ty fo~ some time.

en ~e went to RIpon, \Vlsconsm, and en
gaged 111 farming. Two years later he J'our-
neved t R ', a edwood countv Minnesota. and aftertwo' . ,
Th years 1~ general work, he bought a farm.

at was IllS home until 1901 when he sold
andcam t W .e ' 0 ashmgton. He first settled on

a ranch near vVilsoncreek which he later sold.
After that, he moved to \Vilsoncreek and
bought a hotel which he is now operating. In
addition to this, he has erected a fine dwelling
house and he also owns other property. He has
improved the hotel until it is now a very pleas
ant and convenient stopping place and Mr.
Semro has the happy faculty of making his
guests comfortable and entirely at home. Mr.
Semro has one brother, Julius, who also lives
in Douglas.

In Green Lake county, Wisconsin, in No
vember, 1883, Mr. Semro married Miss Ida
Schmidlock, who was born in Green Lake
county, in 1866. To this union nine children
have been born, named as follows, Sarah, Ar
thur, Agnes, Harrison, Augusta, Alice, Lenora,
Grace and Ralph. Mr. Semro is a man of re
liability and integrity and has won many
friends since coming here. He keeps a fine
hotel and is popular with the traveling public.

•••

YOGNG BROTHERS is the style of a
mercantile house in Stratford. The members
of the firm are Louis C. and Jacob T. Young.
They were the promoters of Stratford and own
the only general merchandise store in the place.
They carry a complete stock of goods wisely
selected for the needs of the people of this sec
tion and also handle implements and other
goods. \Vhile they are pioneers of this county
they have not been long in this line of business
which now occupies them, still they have al
ready a fine patronage and are to be numbered
with' the leading merchants of the southern
part of Douglas county.

Jacob T. Young was born in Winneshiek
county, Iowa, on June 4, 1861, while Louis C.
Young was born in the same county on July
4. 1867. Their parents are Charles F. and
Margaret (Gezell ) Young, natives of Ger
many and Pennsylvania. respectively. The
mother died in Iowa. The father came to the
United States when young and settled as one
of the pioneers of Iowa. His death occurred
at Hartline. The brothers were educated in
the common schools of their native county and
when 1881 came, they went on to Nebraska.
where, they traveled about and worked on the
railroads. The next year they made their way
to Idaho and in 1883, they came to \Vashing-
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ton. They first made settlement in the Cali
fornia community, nine miles north from where
Hartline now stands. In 1887, they settled in
the Grand Coulee at the head of Blue Lake, in
the section known as the "Park." They soon
established a cattle ranch and improved the
place in good shape. They stocked the lake
with fish and made their place both valuable
and attractive. Here thev raised stock until,

June 19, 1902, when they sold the entire prop
erty to James H. Smith, the present owner.
The following September, the Young Brothers
opened a general merchandise store in Strat
ford, having previously purchased the land
here and laid out a townsite. They have built
up the place and are enterprising and public
minded business men.

Our subjects have the following brothers
and sisters, Phillip ].. Charles W .. Adolph H.,
vVilliam H., Mrs. Caroline Blumerader. Mrs.
Louisa Henning, Mrs. Christian Hess, and
Mrs. Kate Rudolph.

The marriage of Jacob T. Young and Miss
Violet E. Shaw occurred at \Vaterville. in r899
and to them two children have been born:
Charles F .. at the Park, on June 22. 1900:
and Merrill M., at Stratford. on March 9.
1903. Mrs. Violet Young was born in \Vis
consin, in 1872. At Coulee City, in 1897. Mr.
Louis C. Young married Miss Jessie McClel
lan. the daughter of William and Lucv Mc
Clellan. natives of Iowa, where also' Mrs.
Young was born. To this union two children
have been born. Violet M., at the Park. on
May 22, 1898, and Vernie E .. also at the Park,
June 21. 1900. The Lutheran church appeals
more strongly in its tenets and doctrines to our
subjects. although they do not belong to any
denomination.

• ••

. HENRY MITCHELL, M. D.. is well
known all over Douglas county and rightly,
too. for he has done a good work here and is
to-day enjoying the competence which his la
bors and wisdom have provided. He owns a
beauti ful home in \Vilsoncreek, the same being
tastily furnished and surrounded with hand
some grounds. The doctor takes especial pride
in some excellent fruit trees which he has
raised and which are first class, while Mrs. Mit
chell has some of the finest Plymouth Rock

chickens to be found in this section of th
Th h

,ecoun_
try. ey are appy people and hay
h ff 'df ewonosts 0 nen s rom all parts of the co t

Henry Mitchell was born in Obion c
un

ry.ounty
Tennessee, on March 29, 1849, the Son of R '
William R. and Mehala (Thompson) Mitch e~.
natives of North Carolina. The father e,
a minister of the Primitive Baptist denom;'~
tion.. Henry was trained .in the district scho~~5
of Lmn and Macon counties. Missouri, whither
hIS father had removed. and then completed
course in Kirksville Normal school. At thea;
of twenty-three, he began the study of mC(r
cine under the tuition of Dr. S. R. Cox, of Kel~
Boston, Missouri, and there continued steadil'
f · k' 1or SIX years. ta mg an extended course of
reading. Then he matriculated in the Col
lege of Physicians and Surgeons in Keokuk
~owa. .graduating in the class of J 878. I-I~
ImmedIately returned to New Boston, Missouri.
and took up his profession. He was favored
with a large practice, owing to his skill and suc
cess. but the ordeal of attending to such an ex.
tensive labor wore on his health and he broke
down. Being assured that he must give up his
medical labors. he determined to come west and
take up the stock business. Accordingly. he
made his \\'ay to \Vashington and chose a place
in Douglas county for the start. RitZl-ilie.
forty-five miles away. was his nearest post of
fice, then Coulee City was established in 1890.
and fin ally, in J894. an office was located at
\Vilsoncreek. The doctor had discarded his
medicine case. but as the people became aware
that a skillful physician and surgeon was in
their midst he had calls from every quarter
and as thev came more and more, as the COlin-,
try settled, he was obliged to respond to the
suffering sick. However. the salubrious and
health giving climate had wiped out his sick
ness and given him a stock of vitality suffiCient
to again take up the practice, and so Dr. Mit
chell could not say no. Accordingly. he. II"a5
obliged to relax his grasp of the stock bustness
and is now entirely engaged in the me?lcal
work. His success is what has won for him a
marked favor among the people and Dr. Mit
chell has the confidence and esteem of all w~
know him. His long and careful s~udy ~oupl
with an adaptiblity for this line of II1vestIgatlOn

and the doctor's care to k.e:r abreast ofw~~
progressing science of medIcme together
his conscientiousness in handling every case to
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-
h best advantage combine to give the success

t e 'edwhich is so env] . -.
Dr. Mitchell has two brothers and two SIS-

t s John F., Thomas c., Mrs. Nancy A. Todd,
a~d' .1rs. Mary E. Barbee..His marriage oc-

red in Linn county, Mlssoun, In 1879,
~~arch 18. when Miss Julia ~. Stone became
his bride. Her parents, Granv~lle H. and. Mary
E. (Bailey) Stone, ~ere natives of VIrginia
and ~1issouri, respectively. She was born In

Linn county, Missouri, on January 27, 1861.
Four children have been born to them, but all
died in infancy. They adopted one son, Jo
seph Hensley Mitchell, who is now living in
Leavenworth, Washington. The doctor is a
member of the M. W. A., the Foresters and the
Roval Neighbors. He is medical examiner for
all'the old line insurance companies which do
business in his section and is also examiner for
the fraternal societies to which he belongs.

• ••

PHILO E. SUMMERS is one of the stir
ring stockmen of Douglas county and has made
a good success in this line of business. He
dwells about ten miles north from Ephrata,
where his headquarters are and where he has
land which produces the hay necessary for- his
herds. He has had large experience in the
stock business in various sections of the west
and is a man well posted in all that pertains to
this business. He is a native of the occident,
being horn in Benton county. Oregon, on 'Sep
tember 6. 1858" the son of Eli and Rhoda
(King) Summers, natives of Ohio and Mis
souri. respectively. They now reside in Ore
gon, and crossed the plains in very early days
\\'Ith ox teams. Philo attended the common
schools until fourteen then gave his attention
almost -exclusively to handling stock for his
father until 1883. Then he went to eastern
Oregon, and there engag-ed in the horse busi
ness for himself. For eight years he followed
thiS lllle and in 1889 made a visit to Douglas
county. Washington. Returning to Oregon.
he disposed of his interests, and in April, 1892,
he came hither to settle. He selected his pres
ent place as a homestead and at once began im
P~ovements. During the early years of his res
kt~ce here he was in the employ of T. S.

t
ythe and J. F. Beazley. After this he went

o the" k' -
I a Ima country and for two years was

engaged with Bounds & Meyers in the stock
business. Then he returned to his home in
Douglas county and at once began raising stock
for himself. He has now some fine graded
herds as well as excellent well bred horses,
among which are some of the choicest animals
on the range, and Mr. Summers shows good
skill in handling his business. His brand is
I T on the l.eft hip of the horses and I T on the
right hip of the cattle.

Mr. Summers has two brothers, Daniel D.,
who dwells at Lexington, Morrow county, Ore
gon, and Otto A., living near the same place.
Mr. Summers was raised under the influence
of the Methodist church but does not belong
to any denomination. He is interested in po
litical matters and the general progress of the
county and always is found on the side of all. ,
Improvements.

• ••

THOMAS J. FERGUSON lives at Eph
rata and devotes his attention to handling stock
and raising hay. He is a man whose experience .
extends over many years of western life and
who has gained a liberal fund of knowledge
from actual contact with the ways and man
ners of many men in many different lines. He
is to be classed as one of the pioneers of Doug
las countv and is one of the real builders of this. -
political division. His birth occurred in the
vcinity of Owensburg. Greene county, Indiana,
on Christmas day. 1832. and his parents are
James and Elizabeth (Riddle) Ferguson, na
tives of Virginia. Like the children of other
pioneers, our subject was educated in the log
cabin school houses of those earlv communi-

•
ties and he well remenlbers the rude benches
and the puncheon floors. However, he made
the best of his opportunities and was soon well
trained in the common branches. During the
portions of the year when not at school, he was
laboring with his father on the farm. This
continued until 1852, when, being twenty years
of age, he determined to come west. His first
journey was to southwestern Missouri, and
after one year there, he joined a train bound
for California, being in company with an elder
brother. In due time they landed in Tehama
county and in the vicinity of Red Bluffs. he
went to farming. For a decade, he continued
in this line, 'doing well. Then he migrated to
Nevada, and there selected a location on the
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Humboldt river and planted a large acreage to
potatoes. Owing to various causes. he lost
the entire crop and this was the means of
changing his career for a time. at least. He
abandoned the farm and gave attention to min
ing and freighting. He also prospected some
and shortly made his way to Boise, Idaho.
Here he continued the occupations he had been
engaged in and also did freighting for the
Central Pacific raihYaY. Next we see him in

•

Linn county. Oregon, where he went back to
farming again. Two years later he located in
what is now Gilliam county, Oregon, and took
up wool growing. He operated on an extensive
scale there until 1889.. when he sold out and
came to his present location. He purchased
se\'en hundred and t\yentv acres from the rail-

•
road company and at once went to raising stock.
Later years he has sold his stock and is deyot--ing himself to raising hay. He has over two
hundred acres of the finest meadow. \\'hich
produces red top and native grasses. Mr. Fer
guson has been well prospered in his labors and
has the joy of haying a good competence for
the golden years of his life. which are running
apace. He has won the esteem and confidence
of the people and has many \\'arm friends. He
has one half-brother. Lonll R. Ferguson. \\'ho
dwells in Bloomfield. Indiana: and two sisters.
Mrs. Martha Davis. liying at the old home in
Indiana; and Mrs. )Jancy Cook. at Freedonia,
Kansas. He also has t,,·o nieces. Mrs. \Villiam
N. Pate. at \Venatchee. and Mrs. Henrv. .
Decter, at Hartline. this county. He \\'as raised
under the influence of the Christian church but
belongs to no denomination.

•••

JOHN T. OWE~S resides at Ephrata
and is one of the leading citizens of that pro
gressive little city. He is engaged in handling
grain for the Orondo Shipping Company of
\Yenatchee and out of the one hundred and
thirty thousand bushels shipped from Ephrata
last year, he handled sixty thousand, thus in
dicating that he is doing a very prosperous
business.

.Tohn T. Owens was born in the \Veise
Valley, Idaho, on November IS. 1871. His
parents are Edward and Amanda (Dodson)
O"'ens, nati\'es of Maine and Virginia. respec
tively. The father was a pioneer in Orellon
and also in Douglas county, \Vashington. The

mot.her died in Moses coulee, in r89~. Our
subject attended the schools III various pI

d 1 1 h · ". acesan comp etec IS trammg III the Ellensb
high school in this state. !hen he spent so:e~
tIme m partnershIp WIth hIS father in the stock
busmess and also was engaged in riding the
range m varlOUS places. Later, he took a hom.
stead which ,he relinquished in r896, He we~t
to North ). aklma, there purchasing a large
tract of land. For two years he raised hay
then sold it and returned to Moses coulee and
engaged again in business with his father, gil'_
mg attentIOn to .fa~mmg and fruit raising. In
190I, he sold hIS mterests there to his father
and moved to Ep"hrata where he erected a lil'
ery stable. He operated it for some time then
sold and built several dwelling houses which
he rents at the present time. It was 1902,

\yhen Mr. Owens engaged with the Orondo
Shipping Company and since then he has been
actively interested in promoting the town of
Ephrata. He is personally interested in con
siderable property here and has done much to
forward the \\'elfare of the place. Mr. Owens
is a stirring business man and judging the fu
ture by the past. \ye feel sure that he will be one
of the leading property owners of Douglas
county in a short time,

l\{r. Owens is one of a family of six chil
dren, the other five being named as foliOll's:
James. Edward. Mrs. Rachel Harring, NlrS.
Ella Cunningham, and Mrs. Myrtle Ogle. .

The marriage of our subject and Mrs. Eltz
abeth Vincent occurred on October I, 1895.
at \Vaten'ille, Mrs, Owens' parents are Wil
liam and Man' M. Howard, nati\'es of Tennes
see and now dwelling at Rock Creek. Whitman
county. \Vashington. The father served 111 the
Confederate army. Mrs. Owens has two b~oth
ers and three sisters. Lee, George, 'Mrs. Kittle
Helma, Mrs. Ollie Spates. and Elsie. By her
former marriage, Mrs. Owens has one daugh
ter, Bessie. She is a member of the Bapttst
church, but her husband does not belong to any
deno~ination. They are people of. excelle~t
standmg and have many fflends III tl1I5 seeM,
where they have labored enthusiasticallY for Its
upbuilding and promotion.

• ••

JOHN H. AND GEORGE D. ~LTHE~i
LAND are among the earliest pIOneers 1
Douglas county. \Vhen they came here. t le
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d
· s had many settlements up and downIn Ian .

he coulee and contmued there for many years
II 'ard Undaunted by the wildness ofa tenv· .

ges and hards':lps, these doughty men de-
savalined to stay and build for themselves a
tenn lortable and good home, which they have
com . h h
d e During the years smce, t ey ave ac-
on. . Th
mulated a fine holdmg of property. e

c~sdom of the Sutherland brothers is mani
~~ted very plainly in the laying out of their
ranch, which is so wisely and al1roitly planned.
They have a fine field of alfalfa and a good
large orchard of choice trees. The entire es
tate is irrigated from fine mountam streams
pouring into the coulee and altogether, they
have one of the most valuable and choice loca
tions to be found in the country.

John H. Sutherland was born at Salt Lake
City. Utah.. George D. Sutherland was born
in Pottawotomie county, Kansas, on Novem
ber 15, r8S9. They are the sons of Hugh
and Hannah (Sutherland) Sutherland, natives
01 Scotland and Pennsylvania, respectively.
Both of tlle boys gained their education from
the common schools of Kansas conducted near
Onaga. They were reared on the farm and
as soon as John H. had arrived at manhood's
estate, he came west. For a while he lingered
in Kittitas county and finally came thence to
)'Ioses coulee, selecting the site of his present
stock ranch as a homestead. In r887 George
came on to join his brother and since then they
have been steadily engaged in the stock busi
ness. raising cattle priilcipally. Howe\'er. of
late they have had a fine stock of horses and
have some of the best bred animals, both horses
and cattle. to be found in the county. \\Then
location 'was made here, all supplies had to be
brought over the mountains and across the
Columbia river to Ellensburg. fifty miles away.
ThiS was no small task, not counting the labor
necessary to secure the funds to buy supplies.
However, there was no such word as give up
m the vocabulary of these men and the result
IS, they have won distinction and wealth. Dur
mg the hard winter of 1889-9°. owing to the
shelter which they had provided for their stock
~nd the hay that had been provided wisely.
lItherland brothers did not lose as much as the

more unfortunate ones through the country.
lOur Subjects have six sisters named as fo1
;ws: Mrs. Mary E. Regar, living in Onaga.

ansas; ~1rs. Jeannette Crum, at Onaga. Kan-

sas; Mrs. Lorena Wilson at Onaga, Kansas;
Mrs. Ida Godlove at \Vaterville; Nettie and
Maude, in Spokane. .

The Messrs. Sutherland are among the
substantial and wealthy men and they have
won many friends in this section and are
counted among the leading citizens of Douglas
county today.

•••

JCLJUS HELLWIG is one of the pros
perous farmers and stockmen of Douglas coun
ty and resides about eleven miles northwest
from Ephrata. He was born near Marien
werder. Prussia. Germany, on March 28.
1855. the son of Christopher and Florentina
(Toelk) Hellwig. natives of Prussia. The
father was a soldier for many years. The
public schools of his native' country supplied
the educational training of our subj ect and
when sixteen years of age. he bade farewell to
the Fatherland and sailed to the United States.
For a time he worked in New York and then
went to Boston. Massachusetts, and engaged
in the sugar refinery for a year. From there
he journeyed to Bloomington, Illinois, and did
general work until 1876. when he returned
to Germany on a visit. The next year, he
came back to the Gnited States and concluded
to try the western portion. Accordingly he
went to Montana, but finding it too cold. he
went thence to California. Afterwards, he
made his way north to \Vashington. He went
thence to Alberta. where he engaged in the
stock business for some time. He operated
along the High river until 1883. then moved to
l\'orth Dakota and farmed, taking up a pre
emption. Selling that. he came back to \Vash
ington and in 1887 settled where we now find
him. He now has three hundred and twenty
acres of land under culti\'ation, well improved
and a fine stock of cattle and horses. Mr.
Hellwig has three brothers and one sister. Karl. ,
·William. Hermann. and Mrs. Augusta Lutz.

At Cheyenne. Dakota. in r884, Mr. Hell
wig married :\lis~ Amelia, the daughter of
Gotfred and Louisa Ponto, natives of Prussia.
Mrs. Hellwig has three brothers and one sis
ter. Julius..August, Frank and Alvena Todd.
To Mr. and Mrs. Hellwig, two children have
been born, Lillie, on February 16. 1886. and
Esther, on July 28. r895. The former in
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LEO L. SCH:\fIDT resides in Moses

coulee. rthout sixteen miles south from Dom:las
llostoffice. He hrtS a \'er\' fine estate which is
irrig-'1ted from a creek in the coulee and thus is
mrtde to produce abundant crallS of alhlfa, red
dover rtnd timothv, In addition to this. Mr,
Schmidt has a large fruit orchard whicb brings
fine returns each year. He raises a large band
of stock and is one of the prosperous men of
Douglas county.

Leo L. Schmidt was born in Davenport,
Iowa. on March T8. 1869. the son of AUl!Ust

F. and Mary S. Schmidt. natives of Holstem,

I "\Then he first came here. Mr. \Vill worked f
John W. Stephens, and while in labor about t~r
sawmill he had the misfortune to lose his lef~
hand. The nearest medical aid was in Spoka
and thither he journeyed to get the mem~~
attended to. A fter his recO\'ery, he was re
taiYled ?y the company as bookkeeper and in
the spnng of 189I he was chosen deputv as
sessor of the county. Follo\\'ing that se~vice

he was again on the farm. where he took th~

o\'ersight of his business until 1900. wben he
,,'as called by the people to the office of asseSSor
of the.county. The next term he was elected hI'
two hundred majority. an increase of ten over
his former term. He was the only Republican
on the ticket who was fayored \vith election
which demonstrated beyond a doubt his popu:
laritv with the people.

l\h. Will has one brother. Joseph K.. and
t,,'o sisters. Mrs. Henrietta K. Drake. and Mrs.
Eugene Hoyt. At Kearne~'. ;\'ebraska. on Xo
\'ember 4. 1884. Mr. Will married Miss Marl'

•
Eoo daughter of Campbell and Polly Engle,
natives of Kentucky. Mrs. \"ill was born in
Nodaway county. Missouri. on September 24,
1862. Mr. and Mrs. Will have four children:
Claud C. born April 26. 1886: Frederick R.,
born March 2:~. 1888: Arthur L.. born May 19,
1893: and Helen Goo born March 18, 19oJ.

Mr. \\'ill is a member of the l\Iaccabees and is
a popular and first-class man.

Mr. \\Till remarks that "'hen he first came
here he had two trunks and a ,,'ife, Owing to
the excellence of his helpmeet and his OIl'n
energ-v and abilitv· he has transformed the tll'O
trunks into a fine estate. a large holding of stock
and is attended with niuch prosperity.

• ••

North Dakota and the latter on Sage Brush
flat. Douglas county. Mr. and Mrs. Hellwig
are adherents of the Lutheran church and are
very worthy people.

Mr. Hellwig's brother. Karl. served in the
Franco-Prussian war. being acti\'ely engaged
through e\'ery battle of that conflict. The
Emperor of Germany. \\'illiam First. person
ally presented him with two fine medals.

CHARLES F. WILL is at present county
assessor at \Vaterville. which office he has ac
ceptably filled for some time. He is also en
gaged in stock raising and general farming.
ha\'ing a fine estate about six miles southeast
from \Vaterville. He has labored in Douglas
county with energy and wisdom for many
years and has not only secured a good holding
of property but also the good will and esteem
of all who may have the pleasure of his ac
quaintance.

Charles F. \"ill was born in Vinton countv.•
Ohio. on January 19. 1862. the son of George
B. and Helen A. (French) Will, natives of
Philadelphia and Connecticut. respectively.
The father followed merchandising and also
sen'ed in the Fnited States army, Our sub
ject was educated in the common schools and
later studied in the high school at McArthur,
in his native county. At the early age of II

tweln he stepped out into the world to do for
himself and soon went to Xodaway county,
Missouri. and there li\'ed \yith an uncle for
four years. In 1878 he made a \'isit to his I

former home and the next vear he went \\·ith
•

his uncle to Fort Scott. Kansas. and there
farmed for one year. Returning to Missouri.
he \\'orked on the farms for wages for three
years. then moved to the vicinity of Kearney.
Kebraska, and there farmed until the spring
of 188,:;. Then came a journey to \Vashing
ton. and on December 14. 188.;. he filed on a
homestead where his residence is at the present
time. He has improved it splendidly and has
it all in a high state of cultivation. Good
builclings of every kind needed are in evidence
and he has added by purchase until the estate
is now four hundred acres. In addition to
handling the farm. Mr. Will has also given at
tention to stock raising and has at the present
time one hundred and sixty head of cattle.
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ny and Denmark, respectively. They

Germa ., S h d
to the I;'mted tates w en young an

came b" d h' d
I d in Iowa. Our su Ject receive IS e u-

sette I I d' h b ., I'n the common sc 100 s an m t e USIcation
ness college at Davenport. Iowa, and there

al'ned until he had gamed his maJonty. Atrem .
h t time. he determmed to see the west and
t ~ordinO'ly turned his face to the setting sun
ac d tra~e1ed until convinced that Douglas
:unty was the place to settle. He bought his
present farm from Otto G. Smith. who in' turn
had purchased it from Mr. Y/ard. who settled
upon it in 1883. Mr. Schmidt has about eIghty
acres of land planted to hay and fruit. The
place is well improved, having commodious
buildings, ,and a fine eight-room house, hand
somely painted and surrounded with trees and
shrubbery. His cattle are all graded and he
has some very fine specimens. Mr. Schmidt
has one brother and two sisters, Otto B., Mrs.
Dora Smith and Mrs. Emma \Vitt.

In Davenport, Iowa. on May I. 1900. Mr. '
Schmidt married Miss Emma E., the daughter
oi Peter L. and Cacielie Peters. natives of
Holstein, Germany. Mrs. Schmidt was born
on March 7, 1869. She has one brother and
six sisters, named as follows : John L.. Mrs.
Katherine Langbehn. Mrs. Sophia Wolflin,
jIrs. Anna Martin. Mrs. Cacielie Enke. Mrs.
Hellen Thiessen. and Bertha. To Mr. and Mrs.
Schmidt two children have been born: Walter
.\, on February 4. I90r ; and Zelia E., on May
19. 1902. Mr. and Mrs. Schmidt were both
raised under the influence of the Lutheran
church and are excellent people. Their place
contains several Indian burying grounds and
was a rendez\'Ous for the early inhabitants of
this country.

• ••
•

THOMAS F. AND WILLIAM E.
SHEEHAN are enterprising and prosperous
stockmen. dwelling about twenty miles south
west from Waterville. They were born in'
Charleston. Massachusetts. on August 26.
~869. and December 18. I87I. respectively.
I he father. John S .. was a native of Cork.
reland. and came to the United States in the

earIY"f t'r or les. He died in Douglas countv on
'RI~4: 1894. During the terrible war of the
Re .Illon. he enlisted in Company A. Fi rst
C~gJment. New Jersey Light Artillery. under

ptaln A.. N. Parsons, and took part in the

battle of Gettysburg, besides other great strug
gles. He was a member of the G. A. R. and
a prominent citizen until his death. He mar
ried Mary Brown, a native of county Limer
ick, Ireland. who also came to the United
States in early days. Our subjects attended the
common schools of Mono county. California,
whither the family went in r878. After a
residence of four years there they moved to
Nevada and did mining for eight years. being
occupied in the Northern Bell mine. In r888-9
these two enterprising young men came' from
l'\evada to \Vashington and settled on a home
stead in section 26. range 22. township 23.
Their labors were bestowed to improve the
land in stockraising. and they han been very
successful in their efforts. They now have a
fine band of well-bred horses and a great many
graded cattle. besides other property. Thei r
home place is supplied with all the improve
ments necessary for the successful operation of
a first-class stock ranch. \Vhen thev first

•
settled here. all supplies had to be brought
from Ellensburg and they well know the hara
ships encountered in opening up a new coun
try and following a pioneer life. Our sub
jects have three sisters: Mrs. Augusta Geary,
living in Redwood City. California; Mrs.
Mary Usher. the widow of Georgl! Usher,

•

now dwelling in Hillyard. Washington: and
Mrs. Annie Casey. the widow of Henry Casey,
d"'elling in Seattle. In addition to handling
their stock and ranch. Thomas Sheehan was
for some time in the employ of the government
in the improvement of Cabinet Rapids. on the
Columbia river. while his brother worked for
John \V. Stevens in a sawmill on Badger
mountain.

They are among the best kno\\'n stockmen
in the entire Big Bend country and they have
manv friends wherever thev are known. In• •
political matters they are both active and well
informed. while in religious persuasions, they
are adherents of the Roman Catholic church.

• ••

PETER J. FRIESINGER is one of the
leading business men of \Vaterville. where he
has wrought for nearly a decade in such manner
that success has attended his efforts in a high
degree. He is owner and operator of the drug
store and has a fine trade. In addition to this,



720 HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

-
Mr. Friesinger practices as a veterinary. He
is a man of social qualities and has many
friends in the town and surrounding country.

Peter J. Friesinger \\'as born near Trier,
Germany, on April 20, 1877. His parents,
Nichols and Mary A. (Josephs) Friesinger,
were also natives of Germany. They came to
the United States in 1881 and are now living
in Little Falls. Minnesota. Our subject at
tended the German schools in McHenry
count\·. Illinois. and then the schools in Little

•
Falls, Minnesota. after which he completed a
good business course. During a good portion
of this time he was also occupied in the drug
store of M. V. \Vetzel, in Little Falls. where he
became very proficient in pharmacy. He con
tinued there until 1897. when a mo\'e was made
to Spokane. after which he went to Ste\'ens
county. \Vashington. Only a short time was
spent there and he came on to \Vaten·ille. hav
ing been appointed trustee of the Hobson stock
of drugs in this town. the same being inlitiga
tion. Judge Hanford. of the United States
court. made the appointment. Later. Mr.
Friesinger bought the stock and since that time
has conducted the drug store, \\·here he nas
done a good business. His stock is complete
and well selected. being full in every line
usually carried by a druggist. Mr. Friesinger
has two brothers, Matthew. Hubert, and one
sister, Mrs. Lizzie Klinek.

At Baldwin, Wisconsin, on January 15.
1900. Mr. Friesinger married Miss Zulla R.
G., the daughter of John D. and Le\'ina
(Phellps) Wood. now dwelling in Lake City.
Minnesota. Mrs. Friesinger was born in Good
hue county, Minnesota. on November 2. 1878,
and she has one brother and two sisters, John
D .. Mrs. Zana Van Hacke. and Irene. Mr.
Friesinger is a member of the Maccabees, and
is chief of the fire clepartment. He is a man
of energy and is well posted in the issues of the
day. ever taking a lively part in political matters
and also in the general progress of the county
and the town.

•••

JAl\JES HOWELL is one of the best
known men in Douglas county.. He held the
pulpit of the Presbyterian church in Coulee
City and Almira fora long time and is now
ministering to congregations in Paradise val-

ley and Coulee City. In connection .. h .
ministerial work M r. Howell has also Wit hiS

h . F pursued
ot er avocatIOns. or some time he
h I .. f served

t e peop e as Justice 0 the peace and \vo
fid d f

. n COn-
ence an esteem rom all 111 this capacit· I

8 h . d U . y. n
I 97, e was appomte nlted States

.. bJd H CourtcommiSSioner y u ge an ford and in I

by the same judge wa? reappointed. ~r~
Howell has been very active III locating home
seekc;rs and has taken more filings in his ofli
than in all others combined in this sectio

ce

He also receives a large number of final prOOf:'
attends to contests and has done a large work i~

?"etting settlers into this country. Mr. Howell
IS a man of letters and has done his work well
in whatever capacity he has wrought.

James Howell was born in Carmarthen
Wales, on July 18. 1848. the son of Thoma;
and Frances (Griffiths) Howell. both natires
of \Vales. The Howell familv is one of the

•

old and prominent families of that country and
are .ible to trace their ancestrage back seven

. hundred years and to "Howell the Good." Our
subject's father was parish guardian for many
years. H is mother's people were prominent i~
Presbvterian circles and there were a number•

I of ministers in the family. Our subject was
thoroughly trained from his youngest days.
finishing his education in the Presbyterian col
lege in Carmarthen. He served as pastor of the
church in· Pembrocke county for four years.

•

and pastor at large for six years, and then in
1884 came to this country. After being a
pastor in Kansas for three and one-half years
Mr. Howell came on to Douglas county, arriv
ing here in October. 1887. He \Vas all through
the Big Bend country for some time before set
tling definitely at Coulee City. Since then he
has been one of the leading men of the countr
and is a highly respected citizen. -Mr. Ho\\'el~
and his wife brought seven thousand dollars ot
English cash with them to Douglas. county.
where most of it has been invested 111 lane!'
Thev also own large tracts of land in Lincoln. . I
county. as well, and nearly all of their rea.

I estate holdings are in cultivation, proclucll1~
abundant crops of the cereals. Mr. Howell It
always been ready to assist any movement or
the advancement and upbuilding of the couni
trv. and has labored assiduously for the g~
of all. He has ministered to the people far an

hd ·' dhastenear both in bereavement an 111 JOy an 1_
distinction of having officiated in more funera>



JAMFS HOWELL
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d
arriarres in this county and adjacent terri-

an m" .. h H', than any other mmlster ere. e IS a
tori . ' I' . d I .

b'tantial man with staymg qua Itles an liSsu s .
friends are legIOn.

Mr. Howell has four brothers and five
. te'rs His marriage occurred in Carmarthen,

SIS· . M·
Wales, on April 1.0, ~884, MIss. ary E.
Walters becoming his wife at that time. Mrs.
Howell's parents are ~homas and. Sarah
(Nichols) Walters, promm~nt people m their
native place. The father IS. a gentleman of
property, being a large coal mme owner as well
as having large landed estates. Mrs. Howell
Iras born in Pembrocke county, Wales, on Oc
tober 23. 1858, and has four brothers, John W.,
David, William, and James. To Mr. and Mrs.
Howell three children have been born; Frances
S.. on April 22, 1885, and now attending Whit
Irorth college at Tacoma; Rose A., on June
22, 1886, and died on September 14. 1896;
Thomas J., on February 18, 1895. The first
two are native to Kansas, but the last was born
in Coulee Citv.•

•••
SPENCER PERRY HITE is master of

the king of all, trades, blacksmithing, and has
the finest and best equipped shop in Douglas
county. In addition to having all tools and
arrangements necessary for all kinds. of black
smithing, he has an extensive horseshoeing
shop and a very large wagon shop. He is a
thorough mechanic and a master 0 f every ae
tail in the entire business and his energy and
close attention to business have won for him
an excellent patronage while prosperity has at-
tended his efforts.. .

Spencer P. Hite was bOrn in Halifax
countv. Virginia, on December 21, 1863, the
Son of SP.encer and Martha J. (Wilkens) Hite,
nat1res ot Virginia. The father was a farmer
and served in the confederate army. Our sub
Ject had Yery limited means of education. but
ImprOl'ed them well and remained with his
lathe '].r untl lllneteen years of age. At that time
~e remOred to Arkansas, making settlement in
,ackson county. For some time he did farm
I~g. then began work in a wheelwright shop at
Frakrfi ,n In. Arkansas. Two years later, so pro-
Cienthad he become in this work he opened an

estabhsh f' 'hI' ment or himself and soon thereafter
a( a blacksmith shop too. He continued thus

Until 18 I '90. IV len he sold and moved to' Hardy,
46

Arkansas, and conducted a shop there for two
years. After that, he engaged· in the butcher
and grocery business and also held the office of
city marshal. This he conducted until March,
1892, when he sold his entire business and came
to.Washington. He at once opened a general
blacksmith and machine shop in Waterville and
has improved and enlarged the business until
it has reached the dimensions mentioned above.

Mr. Hite has four brothers 'and four sisters
living, named as follows: George B., Charles
S., Ruben S., William D., Mrs. Matilda A.
Whitt, Mrs. Elizabeth Wilkins, Margaret F.
and Mrs. Louisana A. Sydnor, and five de
ceased: James. Stephen G. T., Rebecca J.,
Bailey G., and N annie.

In Halifax county, Virginia, on October
11, 1882, Mr. Hite married Mrs. Mary E.,
daughter of Isaac J. and Maria A. Tynes, na
tives of Virginia. The father was a soldier in the
confederate army. The fruit of this union has
been ten children, whose names and the dates
of their birth are given below: P. E., on July
20. J884. and now deceased; Martha A., on
February JO, 1886: Mildred N. V., on Decem
ber 20, J887, and now deceased; Minnie G., on
September 9, J889: Nora A., on November 3,
J891: Mattie. on April 28, 1894; Willie M., on
March 24, J896; Thomas Dewey, on June 25.
1898: Georgia Omar, on September J 7, I goo;
and Edward S., on May J4, J903. The first
was born in Virginia, eight were born in Ar
kansas, and the last one in Waterville.

Fraternally, Mr. Hite is affiliated with the
W. W" the A. "P. & A. M., and the M. W. A.
He and his wife are members of the Baptist
church and are zealous supporters of their faith.

. Mr. Hite in Arkansas held the position of jus
tice of the peace for eight years, besides other
offices. He is a man who receives the respect
and confidence of his fellows and stands well in
this community.

•••

HARRY C. DECAMP is without doubt
one of the earliest pioneers and one of the best
known and posted men in Douglas county to
day, He has tra\'eled all over this county a,ld
knows its resonrces as well if not better than
any other man Jiving. He has always been a
close observer and is a careful weigher of facts
and figures, while he is also possessed of good
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judgment and keen foresight. These qualities
combined have made him the business man he
is today, while his geniality and kindness have
won him hosts of friends from all quarters.

Harry C. DeCamp was born in Portsmouth,
Ohio, on February II, 1858, the son of Joseph
DeCamp, a native of Ohio, also, and a farmer.
\Vhen our subject was six years of age he was
deprived of his mother by death and five years
later his father died. Thus left an orphan at
an early date he found some of the hard lessons
of life in early childhood days. However, this
was not lost, for it has given him a wider range
of affairs as he grew up and thus served a use
ful end finally. He recei\·ed his education in-Ohio and there remained until twenty-two,
working on the farms. In 1880, he was
stricken with a hard attack of the western fever,
which led him to Kansas. Not being relieved
in a year there. h~ came on to San Francisco in
1881 and for three years was engaged in gen
eral labors. F or a goodly portion of that time
he was salesman in the large furniture estab
lishment of Jack Hillman, at the corner of
Tavlor and Market streets. Next he came to-Oregon and for one year stopped in Linn
county, and thence came to Douglas county in
assisting AI ?\. Thompson to move hither. He
soon entered the employ of John \V. Stephens,
handling logs for the sawmill on Badger
mountain. He secured a homestead just north
east from \Vaterville and has improved it in
good shape. He soon divided his attention be
tween farming and handling produce for the
mines in British Columbia and the Okanogan
country. Later he has been associated "'ith O.
P. Hyde in handling real estate and has done
well in this business. He is a member of the
Old Settlers' Association and is a popular man.

Mr. DeCamp has three sisters, named as
follows: Mrs. Meneaver Lobner, living in
Holsey, Oregon; Mrs. Ida Wedge, in Cooley
\'ille, Ohio; and Sarah.

• • •

WILLIAM J. CANTON is one of the
leading attorneys of Douglas county. Being
endowed with an analytical mind and forensic
ability which have been fortified with the best
of training and thorough and extensive r.ead
ing, the subject of this article is especially
fitted to win distinction in his chosen profes-

sion in which he has made rapid strides an
done excellent work. He IS at the he d . d
fi .. D a at ane practlce 111 ouglas county and h

f · d d" . as Wonmany nen s, IstmctlOn and honors espe . I
in the military line. ' cia ly

William J. Canton was born in Leeds
O . C d c~ty, ntano, ana a, on November 5, 1861 anti

was raised on a farm. Like the ord'. . Inary
youth of the land, :WIlham J. commenced h'-
education in the common schools. Then~:
pressed on through the excellent high schools
of Ontario, and later took a thorough unirer
slty course. He also took his degree from th
~aw department in the university in 1879, be~
1I1g the youngest member of the large class and
yet the recipient of special honors. For two
years subsequent to his graduation he tau.ht
school at New Market, in Ontario, and in J~ly,
1883, he enhsted 111 Company C. Fifteenth
United States Infantry under Captain C. H.
Conrad. For four years he served, firSI as
sergeant and then asked for his discharge that
he might take up the practice of law. In 1887,
he was honorably discharged and took up his
profession at O'Neil, Nebraska, in company
with Hon. Thomas M. Carlon, where he re
mained until 1890. In July of that year, ~Ir.

Canton determined to come west and accord
ingly selected \Nashington as the objectire
point. F or a time he remained in South Bend
and in June, 1891, located at Waterville and
opened an office. Since that time, 'he has giren
himself large!y to the practice of his proies
sion, and has maintained an office in Water-

I ville continuously. In 1892, Mr. Canton or
ganized a company of militia which took the
prize at the encampment in 1894. In May,
1898, he was appointed adjutant general at the
state, by Governor John R. Rogers and fitled
out the troops for the Spanish-American war.
In the fall of the same year he was appomted
major. of the First Washington Volunteer In
fantry and went to the Philippine Islands. For
eleven months he saw active service there and
participated in the heaviest part of the fighling.
On November I 1899 he was mustered out at

" edlOSan Francisco and immediately return f
Waterville and gave himself t~ the practlc~I~.
law. In the November electIOn, 1904. 'f

. . tt rneY orCanton was chosen prosecut1l1g a 0 .

Douglas county. 1 bel'
At Yankton, South Dakota, on Nove~e'

26, 1888, Mr. Canton married Lilhan M. Y
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-
ld a niece of General Philip Sheridan, and

nO d
S
' ughter of William E. and Mary E. Rey-

~ a .
Ids natives of Vennont. She was born m

no , d h' .
J I d Pond Vermont,. an to t IS marrIage
san' b W'II' R'

CIII'ldren have been am, I lam ., mtwo
Kebraska, in October, 1889, and Flor.ence ].,
in Waterville, in 1891. .

Mr. Canton is a member of the Spanish
American war veterans and has. the distinc
tion of being one of the best dnlled men m
military tactics in the state of Washmgton. He
has won numerous prizes at contests and he is
certainly very proficient in this line.

• ••

ALBERT SOPER is handling horses in
Wilson creek and also raises stock. He 'has
some fine Clyde horses on the range and a very
\\·ell bred stallion. He has been in the stock
business for a good many years in the Big Bend
country and is well posted in this business and
in the geography of the country. He was
born in Kent county, Michigan, on October 24,
1871, the son of David and Margretta (Allen)
Soper, natives of New York, the mother de
ceased, the father now living in Seattle. He
completed his education in the graded schools
in Grand Rapids, Michigan. In the fall of
1882, he came with his father' to \Valla \\1alia
and in April of the next year, they arrived in
Waterville. Location was made near the old
town of Okanogan and our subject remained
there for five years, then he located on Moses
creek near Ed Owen's ranch. where he en
~ged in the stock business, bringing his cattle
trom Walla Walla. He took up his first claim
on Wilson creek in 1898 which 'he has improved
In ~ood shape. In 1903, he entered the livery
busmess in the town of Wilsoncreek and con
tinued in the same to May, 1904. In the early
days, Mr. Soper not only rode the range for
~Imself but also was engaged for some of the
.eadmg stockmen of the country, thus becom
~~g well acquainted in the Big Bend country.
. r. Soper has one brother, Graff D. and two
~~ters, Mrs. Jesse Wallace and Mrs. Maude

nstopherson.

Mr At Douglas in this ~ounty, on. May 8, 1892,
d . Soper marned MISS Georgiana Day, the
D~~~hter of Llewellen and Mary (Rickard)
F'{' natIves of Ohio. The father served in the

I ty-fifth Ohio Volunteer Infantry during the

Rebellion. Mrs. Soper was born in Ohio near
New London on January I, 1874. To our
subject and his wife, four children have been
born, Allie May, Helen 1'.1., George E. and
Carr.ie L.

Mr. Soper belongs to the M. W. A. His
wife was raised under the influence of -the
Methodist church, but they do not belong to
any denomination.

••••

AMOS H. MASON dwells three and one
half miles east from Bridgeport, where he. has
one of the largest fruit ranches in this por
tion of the state. He was born in Benton
county, Oregon, on April 17, 1860. His
father, Jerry H. Mason, was a native of Per-m
sylvania, and crossed the plains in the early
'fifties, \"itb- wagon train, settling in Benton
county, w'here he renlained. There he married
Mrs. Hope Jones, a native of Ohio. By her
former marriage, Mrs. Mason had one son,
E. A. Jones. She also had the following named
brothers and sisters. Amos. Sallie EdJemen,
Roda Pitman, Serepty Rexford, and Margre.t
In-en, all living in Oregon, at present, but
one. Mrs. Mason's maiden name was Halock.
The children borr: to Mr. and Mrs. Mason, be
sides our subject, are Mrs. Dan Longbotham;
George J., who died in Oregon when thirty
three years old; Jessie, who was drowned in
Oregon when a child; Heamon ]., who died
at Medical Lake, Washington, in 1901, being
aged forty-two; \-Valter G., who was killed by

II' a horse falling on him. when twenty-one. Mrs.
Mason died when the children were small, our
subject being but eight. Several years later.
the father married Miss Elizabeth Haydon.
He died in June. 1902, and his widow is still
residing on the old donation claim in Oregon.
The father had t1\'O brothers and three sisters.
of whom Le\Tea H .. and 1\1 rs. Davies are still
living. Amos H. attended the distr·ict schools
in Benton county, until sixteen and in' 1877,
came to \\'ashington. Settlement was made
in Columbia county but soon he removed thence
to the Yicinity of Pullman in \Vhitman county
and took a pre-emption. He labored there for
eight years. He sold the farm and bought a
butcher shop in Pullman, operating it t\\·o
vears. then sold out and engaged in the hotel
~nd hardware business in the town of Sholley,
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Whitman county. This occupied him until
1891, when he sold out and followed butcher
ing for about one year. In the spring of 1892,
he moved to Douglas county and took a home
stead which is a part of his present estate. He
has a half section, one hundred acres of which
are nicely irrigated from springs on the estate.
During the first four years of his residence
in Douglas county, he gave attention to freight
ing to Loomis and Republic, then he began set
ting out an orchard. He has all the leading
varieties of fruits, indigenous to this latitude
and has made an excellent success, having some
very choice bearers. Twenty-five acres are
thus employed and one hundred acres more are
being set to fruit at the present time. He also
raises several hundred acres of grain and
handles a large band of cattle and horses. Mr.'
Mason's place is very valuable and has been
handled in a skillful manner by himself. With
the entire amount. planted to fruit as he has
planned, it will be an exceedingly valuable
estate. Mr. Mason has one brother living,
Rufus B., and one half-sister, Irene.

In Latah county, Idaho, on August 9, 1884,
Mr. Mason married Miss Annie E. Smith.
She was born in Minnesota, on November I,

1868, the daughter of Peter and Lydia M.
(Freeman) Smith, natives of England and

Ohio, respectively. Mr. Smith was a soldier
in the Rebellion. Mrs. Mason has one brother,
Everett E. To Mr. and Mrs. Mason, five chiJ.
dren have been born named as follows: Audry
Helena, born in Whitman county and died in
Bridgeport, January 25, 1897; Ada E., near
Pullman, on January 9, 1887; \Valter, on May
10, 1897; Adrian L., on December 16, 1899;
and Ruby G., on June 25. 1901. The last three
were born on the farm. .

Mr. Mason is a member of the 1. O. O. F.
and the M. W. A. He and his wife are ad
herents of the Presbyterian church, while in
politics he is an active and well informed Re
publican. . On Mr. Mason's side of the house
are some men who have been prominent in poli
tics in Oregon, as Saul King and the Honorable
James Chambers.

•••

GEORGE F. JAMISON was born in. Sac
ramento county, California, on May I, 1873,
the son of Stephen and Susan (Theobold) Jam-
• •

Ison, natlyes of Iowa and California, respec-

tively. He received his education in Cal'f .
d · Who 1 ornlaan tn Itman county, Washington whO h

h f 'l' , It ert e ami y came tn early eighties. In 188-
he accompanied his brother to California an~
there dId general work for fourteen y'ears th

d h · f '1 ' enreturne .to IS amI y, they haying mOved to
Coulee CIty and here he entered the employ of
Dan Paul and T. S. Blythe, stockmen of Doug
las county. He rode on the range for three
years, then took a ranch between the coulees
which. he improved and sold. After that, w~

fin~ him m Bndgeport, handling a livery stable
whIch later was. sold, then Mr. Jamison en.
tered into partnership with J. G. Priest in the
mercantile business the firm being known as
G. T. Jamison & Co. They are established at
Dyer and do a large business. Their stock is
complete and well selected. comprising all kinds
needed in this section and is worth about ten
thousand dollars. Mr. Jamison was appointed
post master at Dyer and is giving entire satis
faction in that capacity at the present time.

. He is a born business man and is respected and
esteemed by all who know him. In addition
to the lines above mentioned, ?vIr. Jamison rep
resents the Seattle Grain Company. Mr. Jam
ison has two brothers and one sister, John "\'.,
Charles R. and Mrs. J. G. Priest.

Fraternally. he is connected with the M.
\V. A .. while in religious persuasions he be
longs to the United Brethren church. Mr.
Jamison has eyer been active in all lines of im
provement, being a believer in good roads. good
schools and general progress for which he la
bors incessantly.

•••

AUGUST W. MANKE. resides about
three miles northeast from Buckingham post
office. He was born in Crawford county, Wis
consin on May 14. 1871 the son of William, " . f
J. and Albertina (Voth) Manke; natlveSat:
Germany and emigrants to the lmlted 5t .
in 1865. He attended the public schools 01

Prairie du Chien and finished his educatIOn m
the high schools of that state. A.fter that, he
worked in the paper mills as ruler for som~
. f I' 'neu~atIme, then began the study o. mer ICI win-

Dr. Barney in Prairie du ChIen. Three t
. d' 1 . 'e'lce but nOters were spent m rea mg t 11S SCI' • .

. . d 'tl till' - he Jour-bemg favorably Impresse' WI 1 ,. I. trave -
neyed to the west. He spent some tIme
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, throuo'l! Montana. California, Oregon and
mg " "II f 1 Qn

\
T hl'npton prmclpa y on oat, n I uy4 we\ as '" ,

find him in Douglas county and not long there-
't r he took a homestead where he Itves at

:~eepresent time, He has added since as much
more by purchase and has made valuable an,d
becoming improvements upon, th,e estate, HIS
ttention has been devoted prmClpaIly to stock

aaising and general farming until lately, Now
~e is engaged more espec,iaIly in r~ising grain,
Mr, Manke is also consIderably mterested m
horse breeding and has a nice young and very
fine Clyde stallion, which is valued at over two
thousand dollars. He has other good animals
and is very skiIlful in this enterprise. Mr.
llanke has been prospered in his labors and is
a progressive and substantial citizen. He has
six brothers and three sisters, William, Ar
thur, Frank; Edward. Clarence, Herbert, Mrs.
Ida Boyd, Moran Agnes, and Laura.

At Bridgeport, Washington, on October 13,
1&)7, Mr. Manke married Miss Louisa T.
Yeager, the daughter of Henry G. and Louisa
(Koch) Yeager, who are mentioned in another
portion of this work. Mrs. Manke's brothers
and sisters are also named in another portion of
this volume.

To our subject and his wife, two children
have been born, Lela, on August 14, 1898, and
Arthur G" on September 10, 1899. Mr. and
Mrs, Manke are members of the Methodist
(hurch,

Mr, Manke has a great liking for music
and possesses talent in that line. From 1889
to 189!, he was a member of the famouo North
western Brass Band, handling various instru
ments, .Since retiring from that, he has de
voted hIS entire attention in the musical line
to the violin, which instrument he handles skill
fully at this time.

•••

llall:'HERON W. LANE was born near Ken
"Ib Idle, Iowa, on May 26, 1858, the son of
, raham and Sarah Lane natives of Pennsyl-
vama and ' ,
(h'ld pioneers to Iowa. There were seven
'T I ren, five boys and two girls in the family
~ofth 1 ' , ." e )oys and both of the girls are now

ueceased TI Wf 'I' leron . was the oldest of the
ami v and - 'd .YOun' I eSI es at Bndgeport. VV'. D., the

1lJ
' gbeest, reSides at Seattle and is a weIl knownem .

r 01 the firm of Douglas, Lane & Doug-

las, Rev. L. L. is a minister of the gospel at
Sisseton, South Dakota. Our subject spent his
early life on the farm and as the father had
very poor health, it required the utmost labors
of them all to maintain the family. After the
death of his father, our subject started out in
life for himself, leaving the family and the
aged mother to the care of the younger broth
ers, After acquiring a fair English education,
he gathered sufficient means to enable him to
enter the law department of the State Uni
versity of Iowa, whence he graduated on June
22, I88!, receiving the degree of LL. B, He
also received a diploma of admission to the su
preme court in the state of Iowa and the United
States district and circuit courts. In N ovem
ber, ! 881, he formed a partnership with Eli
Bennett of Big Stone City, Dakota, which
,,-as dissolved in a few months. Mr. Lane then
opened a law office at \Vilmot, South Dakota,
and was soon elected district attorney of Rob
erts county, Owing to the county seat contest,
which was not settled in the courts, the matter
was taken to the legislature and a rider of the
bill that established the county seat contro
versey, inaugurated Mr.. Lane's opponent as
prosecuting attorney. Rather than quarrel,
even though he had been wronged, Mr. Lane
turned to the west and arrive~ at Spokane
Falls, in Mav. 1885. After looking about for
some time, he came to Okanogan. then the
county seat of Douglas county. As the coun
try was very new and no legal business to be
done, he entered a pre-emption and timber cul
ture, one mile east from town. After that, he
went to \VaIla \VaIla, where he was joined by
his wife and thev journeyed to \\Teston, Ore
gon, where they taught school for several
months. FoI1owing' that, they came to Doug
las and taught school and followed various
other. enterprises until finally after two years
there. Mr. Lane was caIled to attend the first
case tried in the county, so far as he knows.
It was before Captain Miles, justice of the
peace on Badger Mountain. He also tried a
case before]. E. Hetley, justice of the peace.
that same winter. This was the last of the law
business for some time, and in fact Mr. Lane
has never engaged in the practice of law for a
livelihood. although he has done thousands of
dollars worth of business in the countv.

•
In South Dakota, Mr. Lane married 'Miss

Mary Miller, a native of WesttIeld, Wisconsin.



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

-
To this union, four children have been born:
Arthur, aged eighteen; Goldie, aged fifteen;
Mabel, aged eleven, and Lillian, aged two.
Mr. Lane, does not seek to engage in profes
sional life, preferring to reside on his farm to
earning his living by the sweat of his face.
Many come to him seeking legal advice and
are never turned away, but he is better satis
fied with the quietness of the agricluturist's
career than the stormy life of,an attorney.

• ••

Stout, Mrs. Mary Nolan and Mrs "~I' .
S . ' . 11 1ll00e

mlth. Mr. and Mrs. McLean have th .
lowing named children: Ira D born e Dlol-

I ., ~ ~

i cember 29, 1891 ; Charles H., born November
9· r893; Floyd J., born July 5, H)Or; and
Maud. born March 27, r904.

I Mr. McLean is an Orangeman and .
raised in the church of Scotland. He is a ;:~
popular man and receives the respect of ali

I He IS a first class Cltlze~ and has labored stead:
Ily and well for the blllldmg up of the COunl .

I as \\'ell as gaining the confidence that 'h I)
I

' e now
las.

• ••JA.MES T. McLEAN resides two miles
west from Bridgeport and gives his attention
to general farming and stock raising. He was DEN.NIS r LEAHY who resides about
born in New Brunswick near New Castle, on one mIle west trom Leahy postoffice, was born
February 7. 1860. the son of Laughlan and m the Provmce of Quebec, Canada, on June 18,
Rebecca (:McTavish) McLean, natives of the r862, bemg the son of James and Catherine
Isles of l\lull and Tyre, respectively. The fa- (Barrett) Leahy, natives of the county of Cork,
ther followed lumbering. Our subject had but Ireland and Canada, respectively. He received
poor privileges to gain an education in New his educational training in the district schools
Bnms\\'ick, but he well imprm'ed all his ad- i of his nativ'e country and remained there assist
vantages, until seventeen. then began lumber- ! ing. his father until eighteen years of age, then
ing for himself. He journeyed from New I he Journeyed across the continentto California
Brunsvv'ick to Stillwater, J'vIinnesota, and con- I and settled in Bodie. He was engaged in mining
tinued lumbering for two years. Then he went : on the Standard for about three years. After
to the Black H ills. Dakota. and worked for a i that he came to\Vashinglon, settling on Foster
year. Later. he took up lumbering and came i creek. near where his brother Daniel was, who
to Powder river, Montana. where also he raised ! is mentioned in another portion of this work.
stock. He visited Yellovvstone Park and then He also took other government claims and
in company with others, rode across the coun- turned his attention to general farming and
try to Yakima, where he engaged in lumbering stock raising. He has continued this steadily
for Seward and Grover. In 1887. he moved until the present time and now is one of the
to Douglas county and took a pre-emption and wealthy men of Douglas county. He fanns
timber culture claim where he now resides. He over t\\'ohundred and fifty acres of land about
later took up a homestead and his estate is well ninety-five of which are producing hay. ?l1r.
improved. He grows small grain in addition Leahy has three or four hundred head of cattle.
-to handling stock and is one of the prosperous all of fine Hereford strain, grazing on the
men in this county. He has a large banel of prairies near his, home. and also owns a good
well graded cattle and some horses. Mr. Mc- many horses. He has been blessed with abund
Lean has been road supen'isor and has also ant success since coming here owing to his care,
held various other offices. He has three broth- ful labors and the wisdom with which they have
ers and two sisters, Laughlan, Isaac M., \Vil- been bestowed. His horses are all Percherou
liam. Mrs. Margaret McCurdy, Mrs. Alice stock and are fine driving animals. I
Harris, At Spokane, on October: 24, r899. 1 r.

At \Vaterville, on July 2r, r890. Mr. Mc- Leahy married Miss Mae Halterman. Herp~
Lean married Miss Mildred Tackey, the daugh- rents were Ephraim and Eliza (Johnson) Hl~-

. " d0 110
ter of Daniel and Martha (\Vasson) Tacke\,'. terman natives of \Vest Vlrgll11a an ., bo 'n Gar-
nativ'es of Pennsylvania. Mrs. McLean was respectively. Mrs. Leahy was .m I She
born in Laclede county, Missouri. on October field county, \Vashinglon, on .May ,S. 18~~. Ed
~. 1871. amI has one brother and four sisters, has two brothers and four sIsters. Alfr ; II''c : Ne Ie.Henry, Mrs. Ch:lrlotte Rigg, ~1rs. Emma mond, Mrs. Dora Cuerland, arlle,·
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E I To this marriage one child has been
bo

u
a. James Elmer on April 23, 19°1.

r~lr. and Mrs. Leahy are members of the
Roman Catholic church and he belongs to the
A O. U. W. They are well respected people
a~d good citizens of the county.

• • •

GEORGE M. BOWKER is certainly one
of the earliest pioneers in the Big Bend coun
tr\' and since those days of trIals and hardshIp,
h;;bestowed his labors here with becoming
wisdom and is now reaping the rewards of good
possessions due to his industry and skill. He
resides about twelve miles northeast from \Vil
soncreek, where he has a large estate of nearly
one thousand acres. Three hundred acres of
this land are well supplied with irrigating water
and produce more hay than his stock is using.
He handles well bred cattle, having introduced
some excellent red Durham bulls and other
good breeds. Formerly 1-1r. Bowker gave his
attention to raising horses. but as the market
became low, he sord for nine dollars per head
and is now handling cattle altogether.

George M. Bowker was born in Phippsburg,
Maine, on June 28, 1852, the son of Timothy
B. and Elizabeth (Morrison) Bowker, natives
of Maine. The father was one of the large
lumber operators in Maine and also a large ship
builder. He was prominent in politics and held
a seat in the legislature. Our subject was edu
cated in the public schools of Cambridge, Mas
sachusetts, and in 1877, came west to Oregon.
Settling at Cooks bay, he operated in lumber
lines, then journeyed to San Francisco. It was
10 1879, that he came to the Big Bend and
here worked for Peter Myel', on Crab creek.
Later he wrought for George Urquhart. and
dunng this time started in the horse breeding
business for himself. He bought a section of
land from the Nortliern Pacific where he now
lives and has since added by government rights.
Mr. Bowker has continued steadily in the horse
and cattle business here and is now recognized
as One of the leaders in this enterprise. He
has Won the good will of all and is really a part
and parcel of the Big Bend. Mr. Bowker has
two brothers, Freeman C. and \ViIliam R.,
~nd four sisters, Mrs. Maria Perry, Mrs. Emma

C
ampbell, Mrs. Lottie Rogers, and Mrs. Lena
uttmg.

The marriage of Mr. Bowker occurred in
Spokane, in June, 1892, Mrs. Olive A. Willis
becoming his bride then. Her parents, Oliver
R. and Ruth E. (Malcolm) Spinning, are na
tives of Maine and of English and Scotch an
cestors. Mrs. Bowker was born in Phippsburg,
Maine, in 1859. By her former marriage she
had one son, John Clarence. He was born in
Phippsburg, Maine, on June 14, 1880, and died
in Douglas county, on October 16, 1902. Mr.
and Mrs. Bowker are adherents of the Congre
gational church. In 1897, they had the great

! misfortune to lose their residence and all its
contents by fire.

I t is of note that Mr. Bowker's grandfather
fought in the war of 1812.

•••

HENRY LIETZOW, deceased. It is very
fitting that \I'e incorporate in this volume
memoirs of the well known gentleman whose
name appears above. For many years, he
labored in the Big Bend with a good degree of
success and also won hosts of friends wherever
he was known. His death was very sudden
and his departure was mourned universally.
Henry Lietzow \"as born in Pommern, Prussia,
on February 4, 1862, the son of \VilIiam and
Teresa (Bartelt) Lietzow, natives of Germany.
The father died in Spokane in 1897 and the
mother now lives near that city. Our subject
was educated in the high schools of Germany,
then learned the miller's trade. After aviving
at manhood's estate, he served three years in
the German army, being in the Second Grena
diers, under General \Valdo\\'. He was both
drill and swimming master, while in the army.
In 1886..Mr. Lietzow came to the United States
and settled at Latah, where he was occupied
with A. \Vheeler in the flour mill. Two years
later, he moved to Douglas county and took a
pre-emption, and then a homestead about two
miles north from Hartline. He gave his at
tention to general farming and stock raising
and owned a nice stock of graded horses and
cattle. Mr. Lietzow had one sister, Mrs. Fred

. J urgins and one brother. Paul.
On February 18, 1886, in Germany, Mr.

Lietzow married Miss Martha, daughter of
Frederick W. and Amelia (Falbe) Beyer. na
tives of Germany. Mrs. Lietzow was born in
Germany on March 12, 1861 and has one
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brother, Paul. To this union three children
were born, Elsie D. F., Emma .M., Harry Fred,

Mr. Lietzow was a member of the Macca
bees, while he and his wife were adherents of
the Lutheran church.

On December 16th, while returning from
Hartline, Mr. Lietzow was injured by the fall
of his horse. He was immediately taken to the-Sacred Heart Hospital in Spokane for treat-
ment, but despite all that could be done, he
passed away on the 19th, three days after his
injury. His remains were brought to Hartline:
where they were interred with proper ceremony.

• ••

EDWARD R. HALTERMAN resides
about three miles south from l\fold, where he
has an estate of nearly one section. which his
thrift and industry has made to produce annual
ly bounteous crops of cereals. In addition to
these labors. Mr. Halterman raises considerable
stock. He has one Percheron stallion. Ma
homet. a fine registered animal ,,"orth two thou
sand dollars and weighing one thousand eight
hundred and sixty pounds. Mr. Halterman has
made excellent success in stock raising and
farming and is a very prosperous man. He
has met with ,-ery gratifying success in his
association with his fellow men. ha"ing by his
integrity and uprightness won hosts of friends
in all parts of the county.

Edward Halterman was born in Lewis
county, \Vest Virginia. on June 9. 1849. His
parents, George and Mary (\Vaybright)
Halterman, were natives of Virginia and Ohio.
respectively. The family moved to Illinois
then to Iowa and to Missouri, being on the.
frontier the most of the time. On account of
this. our subject was not permitted to attend
school. consequently his education had to be
gained by studying at home. carefully im
proving all odd moments, which he has most
thorough ly done with the result that he is one
of the well posted men of the county. In 1867,
our subj ect went to Missouri and three years
later. journeyed to Page county, Iowa, where
he farmed for fifteen years, then took a home
stead in Sully county, South Dakota. After
selling that property, he came to \,vashington,
and explored various portions of the state. go
ing from the Sound to the Palouse and other
sections. He finally selected the Big Bend as

the place and took a pre-emption where h
dwells. He bought other land and h.ts e now
fi f H < noW a

ne arm. e has a good house and th f
. 'd d .I' e armIS proVI e WIt 1 all the Improvements ne. cessary
Mr. Halterman raIses a great many P I d'
China hogs and has a fine stock at presen~an 
has two brothers, Ephraim and AndreI: de. M H . I, anone SIster, •. rs. arnett Reeve.

•••

FRANK A..WING.'\.TE, who is operating
a large mercantIle estabhshment in Krupp is
one of the progressive and capable men' of
Douglas county. He is the sole owner of the
Krupp Mercantile Company, which carries a
large stock of all kinds of goods, and under the
skillful management of Mr. Wingate, is one
of the leading business houses in the Big Bend
country.

Frank A. Wingate ,\"as born in Rome, Nell'
York, on May I, 1860, the son of Moses and
Martha D. ("Walker) \Vingate. natives of New
Hampshire and Maine, respectively. Our sub
ject was educated in the public schools ane! the
academy in Rome and at the age of nineteen'
left his native city to try his fortune in Color·
ado. He operated in mining and other in
dustries in the Centennial State for some years,
and finallv was connected with the National-
Bank of Durango. F rom that point he came
to Spokane in 1897 and was soon engaged by
Holly. Mason & Marks. large merchants of
that city. After a year in the Falls City, Mr,
\Vingate came Ollt into the Big Bend country
and was operating for a time in \Vilbur. Abo~t

two years after that, he opened a store m
Krupp, and from time to time. as the patronage
justified it, he has enlarged the business, and
now is carrying a large. well assorted and com
plete stock of general merchandise, implements,
and so forth. .

The Wingate family, originally English.
elates back to 1154, A. D.. and recelves the
name from a valorous act of one, who, bemg
a man of wonderful strength. wrenched a gate

. 'fi . thusfrom its place on a castle fortI catlOn.
enabling the attacking hosts to enter ane! ol'erdcome the enemy. Many prominent and talente
people have come from the family and they are
a strong and pr,ogressive people. Our subject
has one brother, John W., and one SlSrer. Mrs.
Henry V. Adams. .
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At Silverton,. Colora~o, in 1886, Mr. Win-

married MIss Carne Tucker, whose pa
gatet MarcuS and Harriett Tucker, were na-
ren s, • k T M d M W', 0'£ "'ew Yor. 0 r. an ",rs. In-lives "'

t three children have been born; Alma M.,
ga e, 8 d' I Ion December I S, I 87, atten Ing sc 100 at
Brunot Hall, Spokane; Erie :r., on March 6,
1894; and John W., whose birthday was July

j(l()(). The two older ones were born In
4· ";/-- . D I
Colarado and the youngest In oug as county.
Mr. Wingate is a member of the A. F. & A. M.
and the W. W. He and his wife are adherents
of the Presbyterian church. Mr. Wingate is
assistant postmaster at Krupp and is a thorough
and upright business man, whose friends are
numbered by the score from every quarter.

....
WADE 'vVAGLAY, who resides about

four miles north from Krupp on an estate of
ol'er one thousand acres of fine pasture land,
is one of the wealthy and substantial men of
the Big Bend. He has labored here for all the
years since May, 1887, the date of his settle
ment on a pre-emption where he now reside';.
His attention has been directed for the mdin
part to stock raising. In this industry, he has
gained a marked success and has fine herds at
this time. Naturally, as a prudent man, he has
taken considerable interest in general farming
that he might have sufficient forage to keep his
stock through the hard winters, and the terrible
Josses sustained by different stockmen have not
fallen on him.

Wade Waglay was born in Crosby county,
Texas, on March 16, 1860, the son of Joseph
and Ann (Coffey) Waglay, natives of Louis
Iana, and of German ancestrage. Wade was
educated in the public schools of Austin, Texas,
and there remained until 1882. Then he mi
grated to New Mexico, and began work in the
stock business for the finn of Lyon & Campbell,
the largest operators in that territory. Four
years later, he returned to Texas and at the date
m t'en loned above he came to Washing-ton and
jltled. He took up stock raising at first with
. F. Popple. Mr. Waglay is a man of thor

~l\~hness a~d excellent ability and the success
fe has achIeved is the direct result of his ef
arts bestowed in wisdom. He is widely known

and .
unIversally respected and esteemed.

At Srokane, on April 8, 1903, Mr. Waglay

married Mrs. Clara Wheatley, the daughter of
Noah and Anna Reams, natives of Ohio, and
early immigrants to California via the Horn.
Mrs. 'vVaglay was born in Sutter county, Cali
fornia, in 1860. By her former marriage she
has three children, Ethel, Maud, and Roy, all
born in California.

• ••

GEORGE URQUHART was born in
Rossshire, Scotland, on January 22, 1847. His
father, Duncan Urquhart, an extensive sheep
raiser in the Highlands of Scotland, married
Miss Catherine IVfcIntosh and the subj eet of
this sketch was the oldest of seven children
born to this couple. He was educated in his
native country and in early manhood emigrated
to America. Here he was employed in various
occupations in New Jersey, \Visconsin and
Michigan, until 1874, when he journeyed to the
Pacific coast, visiting San Francisco, Portland,
O,egon, and the placer mines in central Idaho.
.-\fter this he entered the employ of the Ore
gon Steam Navigation Company, and remained
with them some time. In 1876, he came to
Washington, traveling overland from \Valla
\Valla in this territory to his present place.
\Valla Walla, three hundred miles distant was
his nearest supply point and postoffice. He
purchased a squatter's right of Henry Marlin
to various tracts of meadow land lying along
Crab creek and began stock raising. At that
time, there were no railroads in the territory of
\Vashington. nor had the Northern Pacific re
ceived its grant of land for building to the
coast. Consequently Mr. Urquhart ranks as
one of the very earliest settlers in this section
of the country. In 1878, he was in imminent
danger of losing his life. owing to an Indian
outbreak, which drove the half dozen settlers
along the creek to Fort \Valla V·lalla. Mr.
Urquhart determined to stay on the ranch, how
ever. and escaped without injury.

In 1887, Mr. Urquhart visited his native
country and there mar,ried Helen Sime of Inch
ture. Perthshire. They have four surviving
children, Kate, Grace, David S., and Alister
MeN. Mr. and Mrs. Urquhart are adherents
of the Presbyterian church and are leading and
highly esteemed people. Besides owning large
tracts of land in Lincoln and Douglas counties,
they are owners of the townsite of Krupp. one
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of the ne\l"est and the most promising towns of.
the Big Bend country. Mr. Urquhart is a man
of strong personality and has' always been
closely identified \\·ith the progress. and im
provement of this resourceful country.
He maintains on his home place, about
one hundred head 6f registered Short
horn cattle .in which he takes a great
pride. He also has a large number of
other cattle and sheep on the public domain,
being one of the pioneer and extensive cattle
raisers of the Big Bend country. He \\'as a
resident of this section prior to the formation
of the counties of Lincoln and Douglas, when
the entire country north of the Snake \\'as
known as Ste\'ens count\·, \\·ith Colville as its. .

county seat. ....
ROBERT L. PLAYFAIR is one of the

younger men of Douglas county and has
achie\'ed a brilliant success in his labors. He is I
at the present time, residing about two and l'ne- i
half miles southeast from "'ilsoncreek where I.e i
has a fine home place and is giving his attention .
to raising stock. Robert L. Playfair was born
in Perthshire. Scotland. on September 8. [871.
the son of Charles G. and ~Iargaret (Lunnan)
PlaYiair. natives also of Scotland. He was edu-•
cated in the parochial schools and in the high
school of Dundee. He remained in his native
land until 1888, when he came direct to \Vash
ington and began \\'ork for the (;rquhart
Brothers. After sometime in their employ. he
located the land \I'here he now liyes as a home
stead and turned his attention to raising cattle.
He began with the ordinary stock to be had here
but has bred them up until he has now a large
herd of very fine stock. In 1901 he opened a
general merchandise establishment at \Vilson
creek. carrying all kinels of supplies in addition
to store goods and soon aftel- the business was
\I"ell started, he sold out to the Kichols Broth·
ers, then gave his entire attention to stock rais- I
ing. In addition to the property mentioned. i
Mr. Playfair owns one hundred and sixty acres I
of land II-here the residence portion of 'Wilson- ,

!creek is being built. He 'has one brother. I
Charles YV. and two.: sisters, Margaret L. and I
Isabella C. tI

On February 16. 1896. at Cheney. waSh-I'
ington, Mr. Playfair married Miss Gertrude
Hull. Her father, Thomas Hull, now deceased,

was a native of Ohio and sen'ed in Co '
D, Eleventh. \,yisconsin Volunteer In~~~;Y
dunng the CIVIl war. He \\as '} resl'de )~. • n\ at
Douglas county at the tltne of his death H'
wife, Angeline (Corothers) Hull, is a 'nat' IS

of Indiana. Mrs. Playfair was born in st:
burn, l\Jinnesota, in 1877, and has three br ~~.
e;s and four sisters, J,?hn R.,. ]ame.sE., Eu;ene
1., l\Irs. Elizabeth Ford, l\Irs. ChUa POwell
:\-1 rs. Loretta Gi lIespie and :N1rs..-\1 ice Orrock'
To :\1 r. and :\Irs. Playfair, one child has bee~

bortl. .-\ thaI Christy, The date of his birth
\\as February 22. I S9i. NIr. and :YIrs. Play
faIr are members of the Presbyterian church.
He is a man of great energy and possessed of
an aggressive spirit, yet all of his labors hare
been marked with due conservatism and guided
by excellent wisdom, so much so that every
venture of his has culminated in success. '

•••

Z.'\CHARL-\H FIXXEY. \I'ho resides
about t\I'O miles west from \\'ilsoncreek, is one
of the earliest settlers in the Crab creek countrr.,
.Ye is no\1' one of the hea,'y stock raisers and
ali;() does general farming. He has a large
amount of fine natural meaclo\1' land besides
considerable irrigated land. .--\ large portion of
this is given to the production of hay for his
stock and he is one of the progressive and
wealthy men in the Crab creek Yalley.

Zachariah Finney \\'as born in Barren coun·
ty. Kentuckv, on XO\'ember 30, lSj2. His pa·
re;lts, Franklin anch X ancy ]. (Hizer) Finney,
\\'ere nati"es of l'ennsyh'ania and followed
farming. L1.ter, they mo\'ed to Linn county.
Missouri, \\'here our subject \\'as educated an.d
remained until he had arri\'ed at rnanhoods
estate. His vouthful labors were on the farm.
In 1876, he ~oved to Iowa, then later returned
to Missouri after which he, went to Colorado.
He returned from Colorado to ?\Iissouri and
in 1886 came to the Big Bend country. He
first located land where Odessa nOW stands.
Then he took his present place, a timber culture
claim and has added by purchase and desert, He
act until he has about one thousand acres. .

k He 1m'at once commenced to handle stoc-.
, f Short·proved his herds by the tntroductlon 0

. d . has some-horn and Hereford strams an no\\ :M
verI' valuable cattle. When first here, r.

- and butFinney found the whole country open
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fell' people settled in the valley. The hills
formed the finest range to be found 111 the
. t and he took advantage of the same.

lies h' b' h d .Mr. Finney as nme rot ers an two SIS-

ters, John \\I., James T., Benjamin F., Robert,
Louis 5 .. George \V., Sterhng P., Andrew J.,
Alexander, Dora A. McCaJlum, and Mary A.
'. .

Phillips. . .. '.. .
In Linn county, IVhssoun, November 12,

1883. NIr. Finney married Miss Elizabeth,
dauo-hter of Squire and Mary (McLean) Put
nan:: She was boni jn Linn county, Missouri,
on April 15, 1865. To this couple four chil
dren have been born; Roy E., in Linn county,
Missouri, on November 5, 1884 ; Oscar, at
Odessa, Washington, on July 18, 1886; Archie,
in Lincoln county, on August 22, 1889; Cora,
on August 24, 1894. The last is a native of
Douglas county.

Mr. and Mrs. Finney are communicants of
the Methodist church and are known as good II

people, having hosts of friends.

• ••

GEORGE F. GOLDSl\IITH has the dis
tinction of being the first mayor of Wilson
creek after the city charter ,vas adopted. The
election occurred in 1903. The following May
he took his oath of office and is at the present
time acting in this capacity. He has prm'ed an
efficient and wise executive officer, as lie has I
also a capable and thrifty business man, He i
IS now at the head of a large lumber business
which has grown under J-..is di rection uncil it is
now one of the best in the county. He handles
a full supply of buildin<Y material and does a
thriving business. . "'

George F. Goldsmith was born in Cairo.
Illinois. on May 14, 1866. being the son of
Gecrge and Ruth E. (Hewke) Goldsmith,
natIVes of England and emi <Yrants to the
United. States in early days. Th~ father s~rved
In the union navy during the Rebellion. The
common schools of his native place gave the
educational training to our subject and in early
manhood he learned the carpenter trade. He
contmued at Cairo until twenty-three years of
age, and then went to St. Louis, where he was
~ngaged at his trade for seven years. In 1896
be removed west, settling just north of \Vil
~r, where he bought half interest in his broth-

er s wheat ranch. He was occupied in conduct-

ing this for one year, then moved into Wilbur
and opened a mercantile establishment. After
one year in this business, he went to Everett,
\Vashington, and there engaged in contract
work for a short time. After that, he came
back to eastern \Vashington and selected Wil
soncreek as his permanent place of abode. He
opened a lumber yard in this thriving center in
company with Jesse Gentry and from that time
until the present he has given his entire atten
tion to the upbuilding of his business, and the
result is he stands now a prosperous and re
spected business man of Douglas county. Mr.
Goldsmith has three brothers. Herbert H.,
Louis D. and Adelbert A., and three sisters.
Mrs. Edith Bradbury, Mrs. Mabel Goe and
Mrs. Ruth Aldrich.

:\t St. Louis, Missouri, on February 26,
1902, :\'Ir. Goldsmith married Miss Ida Schop
mier, whose parents were natives of Germany
and early settlers in St. Louis. She was born in
St. Louis. on December 19. 1871, and has two
brothers, Henry and August, and one sister,
Emma. all Ii"ing in St. Louis. On December
9. 1902. at Wilsoncreek. Ralph A. was born
to 1\1r. and l\frs. Goldsmith. Mr. Goldsmith
and his "'ife were reared under the influence of
the Presbyterian church, but are not members
of any denomination.

•••

.-\. J_-\CKSON JEFFERS is one of the
industrious and substantial farmers of Douglas
county whose estate of one-half section lies
about four miles southwest of Almira. He was
born in Clay county, Indiana, on March' 7,
1862. being the son of Reese and Amanda
(Fogen) Jeffers. nati"es of Pennsyh-ania and
Ohio. respecti v'ely. and early pioneers of Indi
ana. In the common schools of his native land
our subject recei"ed his educational training
and there gteV" to manhood. In 1884 he moved
to Kansas and in a short time went thence to

"

Colorado, whence he returned to Indiana.
Later. ,,'e find him in the Oklahoma country
and then again in Colorado, whence he came
to \ Vashington. settling in Lincoln county,

,where he lived for many years. He then took
a portion of his present estate as a homestead
and added another quarter section of railroad
land by purchase. To the improvement and
ctllti"ation of this estate he has dev'oted him-
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self continuously since and the result is that he
has a fine. well cultivated farm, productive of
good dividends. Mr. Jeffers passed through
the hardships and trials of the pioneer and used
in early days to go to the Palouse country har
vesting to buy the bread for the family for the
rest of the vear. N ow he has a fine estate and
is one of the prosperous agriculturists of this
part of the country. Mr. Jeffers has the follow
ing brothers and sisters: Leander, \Villiam R.,
Sherman J,. Charley, Mrs. Emma R. Crumble,
Mrs. Eliza Paterson, Mrs. Millie IVIiller, Luella.

In Lincoln county 1\1 r. Jeffers married
Miss Sarah. daughter of Lawrence and,
Lucy (Lewis) Shrewsbury. natives of Vir
ginia and \Vashington, respectively. Mr.
Shrewsbury crossed the plains in 1849 to Cali
fornia aqd then made his way northward to
Lincoln county. Mrs. Jeffers has three broth
ers and one sister. Charles. Albert. Nathaniel
and Hollie. The names of the children born to
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffers and dates of birth are
gi ven below: Burt, born in Lincoln county on
December 29, 189I; Arthur, born in Lin
coln county on March 26, 1893; Amanda
B.. born in Douglas .county on March 8, 1895;
Ella, born in Lincoln county on August 17,
1897; Lula, born in Douglas county on Feb
ruary 10. 1898; Charley, born in Douglas
county on X ovember 24, 1902.

•••
JOHX JELINEK is one of the pioneers of

Douglas county who has remained from the
time he first settled here until no\\·. He has
given his attention largely to general farming
and stock raisi ng and has gained a marked suc
cess in his labors. His estate lies about four
miles south from Lincoln and is first-class grain
land. producing good crops each year. Mr.
Jelinek has labored here with good display of
wisdom and skill in developing the resources of
the countrv, so that he has been blessed with-.
abundant prosperity, having considerable prop-
erty and all' entirely free from encumbrance
of every sort.

John.Jelinek was born in Bohemia, near
Tabor. on May 15, 1858. being the son of John
and Katrina (Svoboda) Jelinek, natives of
Bohemia. They both died in Wisconsin. Our
subject had no opportunity to gain an education
1n his country, as he left there with his parents
and came to the United States when five years

of age. They settled in the wilds of 'Nisc .
I h I "1 onSInWlere no sc 00 pnvI eges were found d

John was obliged to gain his education fan
d . h d' romstu ymg at orne, an WIth the careful perusal

of what boo~s he could get hold of, he has be
come a wellmfo:med man and is a close student
of all surroundmgs and conditions. In 1876
our subject left \Visconsin and came to Seattle
via the Fnion Pacific Railway and steamer
Finding little employment on the sound h~

went on foot to Pierce City, Idaho, a disttnce
of over five hundred miles, where he worked in
the placer mines. Later, he was located on the
Clearwater, after which we find him employed
at Texas Ferry on the Snake. From there: he
went to the Yakima river and did timber work
for the Northern Pacific. After this, he
worked at various places along the Northern
Pacific, and did bridgework until 1882, the
year in which he selected a homestead and tim
ber culture, in Douglas county. After taking
this claim, he worked a year more on the
Northern Pacific, then came to his land and
started in improving it. For fifteen years he
has been school director of district No. 1 and
has always taken an interest in the advancement
and upbuilding of the county. Mr. Jelinek has
four brothers and one sister, Albert, Michael,
Antonio. Bohumil and Mrs. 'Mary Holbrook.

At Lincoln. on June 18, 1893, Mr. Jelinek
married Miss Jellnie White, whose father, Da
vid \Vhite. was a native of Kansas. Mrs.
Jelinek was born in New Harmony, on July
23. 1874. and died near Elliot, on the sound,
January 14. 1899. Her remains are interred in
the Shrock cemetery. She has three brothers
and two sisters, John. James, Eugene, Mrs. John
Zimmerman and Mrs. Fred Nater. To Mr.
and Mrs. Jelinek. three children have been
born: Mary A., on February 25, 18<)4; Ralph,
on October 2, 1895; and Roscoe, on April 5,
1897. . •

Mr. Jelinek is a member of the A. O. U. W.,
the Maccabees and the A. F. & A. M. He was
raised in the Catholic faith and has always been
a supporter of church institutions.

•••

PERCY G. MALTBIE is one of the young
and prosperous business men of Dou?,las

d . 'ous hnescounty. He has been engage m van .
as will be noticed by the following and IS noW
in company with D. O. Friel and his brother,
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A. M. Maltbie, in the hardware and furnishing
b iness in Wllsoncreek. They carry a full
IU~ of shelf hardware and furniture, together
\:~th house furnishing goods, and have a thriv-

iII" trade.
b Percy G. Maltbie was born in Allamakee

county, Iowa, on August 12, 1868, being the
5011 of James D. and Achsah (Wright) Malt
bie natives of New York and Michigan, re
spe'ctively. The father served in the Twenty
serenth Iowa VolUlJteer Infantry, with distinc
tion then came west and died at Waterville,
Wa~hington. Our subject was educated in the
public schools of Nebraska, finishing in the
hi"h schOOl. In 1886, he moved with his father
anbd familv to vVashington and settled near

•
Waterville. He was engaged in farming for
some time. In the spring of 1893 he was
elected marshal of \Vaterville, which position
he held for two years. After this term of
office, Mr. Maltbie engaged in the hardware
business with Mr. C. A. Carpenter, where he
remained for a year. He then turned his atten
tion to prospecting near Repufi'iic, continuing
the same for one year. After that he returned
aud in 1898 joined Company D, of the Inde
pendent Battalion of the Washington Volun
teer Infantry. He was elected captain of the
company, which consisted of one hundred and
five men, mostly from Douglas county, and
they were ordered to Tacoma, where they were
mustered into the service. As soon as enlisted
they were sent to Vancouver where they con-. '-
tInued until October 28, 1898, at which time
they were mustered out. having been in the
serVIce for five months. If they had gone to the
front. they would have been a part of the Sec
ond \~ashington Volunteer Infantry. Immedi
ately tollowing his discharge from service, Mr.
~laitble returned to \Vaterville and opened a
~lgar store m company with his brother, A. N.
hiaitble. Th~s was conducted untIl 1902. when
e sold out hIS Illterests and moved to \Vilson

c;eek and opened a hardware business. His en
lire establishment was burned down but with
PIluck, he and his partners rebuilt p~ttina- in a
arg , '"er store. and are now doing good business.
a Mr. Maltbie has two brothers, Albert L..

I
merchant in \Vaterville. and Appleton county

cerkfD ' •J .a oughs county, and one sister, Mrs.
enme Sanford, of Okanogan countv.

A.t \' •" .ancouver, Washington, on lI'1arch 29,
1<)00. lItr. Maltbie married' Miss Elsie, daugh-

ter of James P. and Sarah (Mitchell) Smith,
natives of Iowa. To this union was born one
child. Fanny A., on June 6, 19°1, who died at
the place of her birth, Waterville, on February
2. 1902. Mrs. Maltbie was born in Dixon
county, ?\ebraska, in '1881, and died at Van
coU\·er. Kovember 2. 1901. Mr. Maltbie was
thus called to mourn the loss of his entire fam
ily with a short time of each other and he knows
something of the sorrows of this world. He
was raised under the influence of the Christian
church and is still a supporter of this organi
zation, but is not an active member of any
denomination. At Spokane on Aua-ust 10, '" ,
1904. !lir. Maltbie married Miss Elfa Harrison.

.. ..
ROBERT T. ROBERTS, who dwells

about four miles west from Almira was born
. . '
III Korth \Vales. on March I, 1849, his parents
were John and Grace (Evens) Roberts, natives
of North Wales. The schools of that place
furnished the educational training of our sub
ject and there he remained until 1868. when he
came to the 1.)nited States, settling in Racine,
\Visconsin. For a year he was ena-aged in
... b
trallll11g, then slllpped for a cook on the lake
boats, where he served for a period. After that
he settled in Beloit, \Visconsin, and there did
farming for three years. Later, we find him
at La Crosse. \Visconsin. and also at other cities
in the Badger State. For three years he was
at Fox Lake, farming. After. this he went
to Colorado and in about 1880 returned to Ra
cine. \Visconsin, where he engaged with the J.
1. Case Threshing Machine Company untll
June, 1887. At that time Mr. Roberts came to
Douglas county and settled where he now
d'''ells, taking a pre-emption and then a home
stead. He o,,,ns three hundred and twenty
acres of choice and fertile land which is very
producti,'e of the' cereals. He also owns prop
erty in Spokane. besides cattle and horses. Mr.
Roberts has one brother, David, and one sister,
Mrs. Ann Thomas. The former dwells in New
York and the latter in Montana.

At Kingston. \Visconsin, on March 8,
1875. !I'lr. Roberts married Miss Ann E ..
daughter of John E. and Elizabeth (Owens)
\Villiams. nati,-es of north \Vales, now dwell
ing in \Visconsin. Mrs. Roberts was born in
Green Lake county, Wisconsin, on December
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22, 1849, and has the following hroth
enrs and sisters, William E., Caldwalda,
Edward, John E., David, Owen, Mrs.
Jane Williams, Elizabeth, Mrs. Maggie Hig
gensen, Mrs. Mimie Stiles, and Mary. Mr. and
Mrs. Roberts have three daughters, Mary J.
Hughes. Bessie Roberts, Maggie Owens.

In religious persuasions, Mr. and Mrs.
Roberts are members of the Calvinistic Metho
dist church. Mrs. Roberts had two brothers in
the late war, William and Caldwelda, who
sen'ed four years in the Twenty-second and
Twenty-third Volunteer Infantry.

• ••
JOHN M. COOPER, M. D .. Deceased.

No \\'ork that purports to mention the pioneers
and prominent citizens of Douglas county
would be complete without reference to the
well-known gentleman and professional man
whose name initiates this article. Dr. Cooper
is certainly worthy to be numbered among the
leading citizens of Douglas county and his
memory is dear to all. For many years he was
county physician and during his residence here
had a large practice. being one of the skillful
and successful physicians of central Washing
ton.

John Cooper was horn in Memphis. Mis
souri. in 1858, being the son of Joseph and
Sarah (\Vorth) Cooper, natives of Pennsyl
vania. and of English and German ancestry,
respectively. After tne primary training of the·
common school course, he matriculated in a
leading college and in due course of time re
ceived his degree, then entered the medical de
partment of the University of Iowa attending
the same until his diploma was received. He
was a thorough and hard-working student and
immediately after graduation began the practice
of medicine in Defiance, Missouri. After three
years there, he went to Nebraska, settling in
Holstein. Thence, in 1889. he came to Douglas
county. taking up the practice of his profes
sion in \Vaterville. He continued steadily in
the same until March 4. 1903, when death
claimed the good man and many were left to
mourn his demise. \Nith proper ceremonies
and in the presence of a vast concourse of
friends his remains were laid to rest in the
\Vaterville cemetery. Doctor Cooper had three
brothers, William Z., Perry. George \V., and
one sister, Mrs. Joseph Ingalls.

. In ~edford, Iowa, in 1882, Dr. COOper mar
ned ~ISS ~ancy E., da~ghter of Thomas M
and Kathen~e (Hays) Simons, natives of Vir:
glllia and IlllllOlS, respectively, and pioneers in
Iowa.. Mrs. Cooper has the fOllowing brothers
and sisters: Ralph H., Thomas R, James X
John W .. Burton L., Mrs. David C. Ellis M .,
TI D 'd d M' ,1 rs.lOmas a\'I son an Irs. \VIlbur Freemev
To Doctor and Mrs. Cooper the fOllowing Ch~~:
dren h~ve been born: Astley Raymond. in
Iowa City. on January 24, 1.883, now a dru<1
gist in Waterville; Joseph Thomas: born in
Defiance, Missouri, on February 7, 1885, and
now a student; Leslie Zonas, born in Defiance
Missouri, on November 2. 1887. Dr. (oope;
was a member of the A. F. & A. M., the :\iIod
ern Woodmen and the Eastern Star, and at his
death these societies and individuals rendered
lasting tribute to his memorv as a man brother
friend and physician. - , ,

•••

JOHN G. JONES was born in Carnarvon
county. Wales. on May 14. 1868. being the son
of John G. and Ellen (Williams) Jones. natires
of \Vales. His education was received in his
nati\'e place and then went to work in the
granite and coal mines of \Vales, where he
remained until 1889, and in which year he came
to the United States, settling in Wardner,
Idaho. For two years, he was occupied in the
copper mines of that section. then went to Wal
lace and wrought for a year. In 1892 he came
to Hartline and took up a homestead two miles
north of town which he still owns. In 18<]4
we find him at Tyler, Spokane county. eng-aged
in irrigating land for Williams & Cham
bers. Fifteen months later he went to
Rossland and there wrought in the Nickel
plate and Nevada mines. After one year
in that capacity he went to Ainsworth
and engaged in the Della mines. He
wrought in the Black Diamond and other
mines. then came to Spokane and finally on to
Ellensburg. whence he came to Douglas county.
settling on his homestead. After two years
there, Mr. Jones came to Hartline and openeda
Iiverv barn. He has one brother, Thomas. In

•

Phcenix. British Columbia.
At Ellensburg, on July 12. 1897, Mr. Jone~

married Miss Bertha. daughter of Israel an
Ida Thayer, natives of Minnesota. 1'1'lrs. Jones
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born in Minnesota in 1876, and died at
waS SH rdine on March 9, 1899. he had three
b \hers' Burdette, John and Daniel. To this
~~rriag~, one child was born, Charles A., at
Hartline, on March l)' 1899. Mr. Jones con
tracted a second marrIage, the date of. the same
being July 20, 1901 , on which occasion, Mrs.
Dora Richardson, of Long View, Texas, be
came his wife. She was born in Silver, Ala
bama, on February I, 1863, the daughter of
John M. and Julia (Killinger) Aden. Mrs.
Jones has' the following brothers and sisters:
Lorenzo D., Albert M., Alexander, Mrs, Jessie
Stout. Mrs. Emma Hay and Mrs. Lizzie Scar
brough.

• • •

DENNIS E. LEARY is at the present time
the popular and efficient host of the Hotel
Coulee, situated at Coulee City. He is pos
sessed of the noted wit characteristic of his
race and also shows marked originality. thus
being a very entertaining host, while also, he
manifests excellent care for the comfort of his
guests. He is genial. well liked, a good busi
ness man and the recipient of a fine patronage.

Dennis E. Leary was born in Huntington
county. Canada, on March 12, 1858. His fa
ther, Dennis Lear\', was a native of Ireland and

•
a pioneer to Canada. where he married Miss
Margaret Smith, a native of that country. The
public schools of Huntington county contrib
uted to the education of our subject until he
\~as seventeen. when he journeyed west to
l\evada and there in Carson and Virginia City
did general work and continued in night school
for SOme time. After this he went to mining
eXclusl~ely and for seventeen years worked in
the vanous leading mines on the Pacific coast.
He met with some reverses. but altogether did
very well and had collected a ,'ery nice property·
when he came to Douglas county. Mr. Lear)'
at Once embarked in the stock business here and::/890 lost almost his entire herd, thereby

.Ing the monev he had made for years l)revi-
ous H '.". e was not discouraged. howe,'er, and
contInued in the cattle business and is occu
pied in the same at the present time. ha"in"qd ' b
L e SInce 1S90 a good success. In J 898. '~vlr,

th
eary opened a hotel at Coulee Gitv and since
at t' I .Ime las made it one of the most popular

~nd entertaining places to be found in the Big
end COuntry. Every one is glad to ha,'e the

opportunity of spending a day or two with Mr.
Leary and his unfeigned hospitality and kind
ness win for him friends from 'every rank.
In addition to the above property named, Mr.
Leary has a farm which is devoted to the
cereals, largely. The reason that he changed
his occupation from mining to stock raising,
was that continued work in the lead mines had
affected his health and threatened his death, if
he did not get out in the open air mor.e. Mr.
Leary has the following brothers and sisters,
Timothy, William, Edward, John, Eliza, Mary,
Ellffi. '

At Park City, Utah, on May 30, 1891,
Mr. Leary married Miss Ella, daughter of
Thomas and Ellen (McGillicuddy) Connors,
natives of Ireland, She has three brothers,
James, John and Thomas. At the place of their
mar.riage, on May 2, 1892, to Mr, and Mrs.
Leary was born one child, Hazel Marie. Mr.
Leary is a member of theA, O. U, W. and in
religious persuasions, he is an adherent of the
Catholic church. His brother, William, is a
very prominffit politician in N ew York state,

•••

FRANK S. GARRED came to Douglas
county from Mower county, Minnesota, in
1891. and settlecl about five miles northwest
from Coulee City. Since that time, he has been
engaged here as a farmer and stock man. He
is now the owner of a nice estate, which is
farmed to small grains. He also handles Here
ford and Durham thoroughbred cattle and some
of the leading breeds of horses, Mr. Garred,
mani fests a progressi ,'e spirit and energy,
which has been dominated by wisdom that has
placed him as one of the substantial men in
central \Vashington,

Frank S. Garred was born in Vlinona,
Minnesota on July 21. 1863 and his parents,
Anderson W. and Elizabeth (Dyer) Garrecl,
who ,,'ere natives of Kentucky came to Minne
sota as early emigrants, The schools of \Vi
nona furnished the educational training of our
subject and after he reached manhood's estate
he began life in Mower county as a farmer, in
,,'hich business he was occupied for a decade,
In 1891, as stated. he came west and since then
has been identified with the interests of Doug
las county. Mr. Garred has the following
brothers and sisters, George P" Joseph P"
Charles \;V" Mrs. Rebecca Finch.
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In the town of Austin, Minnesota, March

23, 1891, Mr. Garred married Miss Nellie S.
Savage and' their children, together with the
dates of their birth. are named below, Max F.,
January 13, 1896; Ward, on April 23, 1899;
Teddy P., on May 13, 1901. Mrs. Garred's
parents, Thomas D. and Bessie (Guiney) Sav
age \\'ere natives of the Emerald Isles, whence
they emigrated to the United States. She was
born in Iowa on Febraury 5, 1865 and has one
brother and fi\'e sisters, Thomas, Mrs. Mary
Smith, Mrs. Annie Smith, Mrs. Lillian Rolf,
Mrs. Victoria Louis and Ollie.

Mr. Garred is a member of the A. O. lJ.
\V., while in religious persuasions they are ad
herents of the Congregational church.

• ••

BENJAMIN HUTCHIXSON is a promi
nent citizen and stock man residing in Doug
las county. fourteen miles south and forty miles
west of Lind. his postoffice. Born in Douglas
county, Oregon, January 5, 1854. Mr. Hutchin
son is the son of Robert M. and Elizabeth
(Hanna) Hutchinson. the former a native of
Ohio and the latter of Indiana. The father
crossed the plains to Douglas county, Oregon.
in 1847. returned home by way of Cape Hom.
came again in 1849, and again returned to
Illinois. this time by the Panama route, and in
]853. in charge of a large emigrant train. he
brought his family, consisting then of a wife
and hYO children. to Douglas county. \yhere he
took a dona tion claim of one section and a

quarter section as a homestead. In 1855 he
volunteered in Kellogg's company and fought
Indians in every war from that date until 1877.
He came to Walla \Yalla in 1876, and raised
stock and farmed until in 1902. when he was
found dead in the road near the town of \Vhit
ney, Baker county. Oregon. The family origin
ally comprised eight children. six of whom are
now Ji\·ing. Mrs. Mary Hicks. deceased. Mrs.
Sarah Dunlap. Izabelle. deceased. Mrs. Jane
Jarman. Samuel. Mrs. Lizzie Hayes. and the
subject of this sketch.

Benjamin Hutchinson \yas educated first in
the grammar schools of his natiYe county, and
later in Victoria. Vancouver Island: San Jose,
California: and on December 23, 1870, he was
graduated from St. Mary's college. San Fran
cisco, Heat once went to Kansas where he

assumed the management of his father'
h h ' sstock

ranc . were he had under his charge 1 •
h I f e even

t1l1C red head a cattle. He was thus en
one and a half years, when the busilles~~~:~
sold and he went to \illhetstone agenc,' Dak

d · 8 LV)' otaan 111 I 75 to as egas, New Mexico, wher~

IllS father had a large land grant. Here he
remamed two years then returned to California
thence to Oregon, and from that state to N :
vada, during all of which time he was engag ~
in the business of handling stock. Upon 0e
of his hazardous journeys across the mountat

e

b v' , ns
etween ,amx agency and SIlver Lake lie was

lost 111 a storm and fog. On account of his be.
ing compelled to remain exposed to the ele
ments his right foot was frozen to such an
extent that the amputation of a half of the
member was necessary, thus crippling him to a
certain extent for Ii fe, Upon his return to his
father's home at \Valla Walla he engaged in
team1l1g between the towns of Walla Walla,
Colfax. Sprague, Coh'ille and points in Idaho.
He follo\yed this occupation until the railroad
tapped the country in 1879. After this event
he freighted some between \Valla Walla and
Pend d'Oreille, and ,other Idaho towns until
1881, when he settled on a farm near Walla
\iIIalla, and the following year entered the
stock business near Paha. Later, in 1883, he
remoyed. to Cow creek, raised stock there until
1886. when he removed to his present home on
lower Crab creek. He now owns over a thou
sand horses, a large herd of thoroughbred cattle.
and farms three hl1l1dred and twenty acres of
land. He raises an average of three hundred
and fifty tons of hay yearly,

Politicallv. Mr. Hutchinson is a Democrat.-and takes an actiYe part in all the local affairs
of his party. He has held the office of constable
of his precinct. though against his will. he
being compelled to quali fy for the office on
account of a wager.

He is a member of the Episcopalian church.

•••

SILA.s W. CURRIER is one of the pros
perous residents of Douglas county. He and
his sons handle an estate of seven hundred and
twenty acres. situated about five miles south
west from Farmer. Part of the same he se
curecl through homestead and pre-emption
rights and the balance by purchase. ~lr, Cur-
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•••

changed in two Iyeeks and sent back to his regi
ment.

Mr. Currier is a member of the Royal
Templars and also of the Methodist church, of
IV'hich latter he is steward.

, vas induced to came to this country owing
ner I f be' I' f '1

the ill health a some mem rs at liS ami)'
to . 8 S' I 'd he l1101·ed here In 1 91. I!1ce t lat time
~~ has been actively engaged. in building up and

I ndlinu his estate and raIsIng fine stock. He
1a" f d I I' ,, traduced the Here or catt e to t liS regIon
In 'd'l dand nOli" has some reglstere a11lma s secon to
one in the county. He also has some v'ery fine
~~istered Poland-China hogs and he g-ives HAKS PETER LUND OLESEN resides
es~ecial attention to breeding cattle and hogs. about five miles southeast from Farmer, vv'here

Silas \\", CurrIer was born In Lockport, I he has an estate of one-half section, besides a
:\ew York, on November 21, 1833. His fa- i desert claim, He came here in 1889 and took
ther wa, Philo C. a native of Vermont amI a pre-emption vvhere he now resides, Later. he
from Scotch ancestry, The mother's maiden returned to Ellensburg and then came back to
name Vl'as Almira Smart and she was born in this country in 1893, Since that time, he has
~Iinnesota, The family early mond to Ohio , added the balance of his estate by purchase anel
where Silas v\'as educated and remained for I has continued his labors as a farmer and stock
seventeen years, In 1850, he moved to l\Iichi- ! raiser. :\fr, Olesen has about, forty head of
gan, settl(ng in Shiavv'asse county, where he i fine graded cattle, besides a number of well
engaged in farming for fortI' years. :'\othing; bred horses, He also is part owner of a regis
but the ill health of some of the family led him tered Shire stallion, which weighs over eighteen
from that old home place. but after he became hundred pounds, NIr. Olesen has always mani
located in Douglas county he was col1\'inced fested a progressil'e spirit and thrift which are
that there I\'aS no section which surpassed it. ev'ident in even' part of his \\'ork on his prem
The brothers and sisters of our subject are Ises,
named as follO\vs: Francis S .. J. \Y.. Da\'id Hans Peter Olesen was born in Jut
R" Mrs. Felena J. Parks and :.\Irs, Carrie Tag- land. De)lmark. on April 28. 1857, His par
art. ents were Ole Sorensen and Karen Olesen. na-

At OI\'OSSO, Michigan, on July 15. 1858, '. ti\'es of Denmark, The schools of that pro
:vIr, Currier married Miss Emily M .. daughter gressi\'e little country furnished the education
of Jesse G, and Phoebe (Burlingame) Han- for our subject and he continued to reside there
ford, natives of Vermont. Mrs. Currier "'as until 1882. when he made his way to the t.:nited
born in Vermont, on December 31, 1833. and States and settled in Cummings county, Ne
had two brothers, Sylvester and James G. To I braska, and engaged there in farming for seven
Mr. and l\1rs. Currier, the following children years. Then he came to Ellensburg in this state
have been born, Justie M .. deceased, \Villard and ,,'as occupied on an irrigating ditch for a
H" Guy W" and Jessie G.. wife of G. W. time, After taking the land as stated above. he
Brownfield. residing in \Vaten-ille. On June returned to Ellensburg and finally came back
13· 1903. ?vir, Currier was called to mourn here to reside permanently, Mr. Olesen has
the departure of his beloved helpmeet, who one sister. l\Irs, Hannah Michelson.
crossed the riv'er of death at that time. She On August 23. 1872, in Denmark, Mr.
was a good woman, well known and esteemed Olesen married Miss Anna \Vagner, who was
by all. born in Denmark. on March 3. 1846. .Her

In 1862. Mr. Currier enlisted in Company parents were also natives of that country and
G, Third Michigan Cavalry, under Captain she hac! one brother, Sarren "V., who died in
Quackenbush anel Colonel Menten and fought Ellensburg. \\'ashington, in 1891. Our sub
as a member of the army of the Mississippi, ject and his vv'ife have become the parents of
under General Grant. He took part in all the the following children: Christina, the wife of
active sen'ices from the time of his enlistment Fred Kelson, residing in this county; Minnie,
until the end of the war being mustered out wife of _-\Ibert Lee. in the Chelan countn:
at Baton Rouge, Louisian~. after devoting three Mary. wife of Robert Beyer, living at \;Vater
years In active service, He was taken prisoner ville: Ole, residing in Seattle: Chris and
at Lagrange, Tennessee, in 1863, but was ex- Martha, both residing at home. The latter

47
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were born in Ellensburg, on August 14, 1892.
Mr. and Mrs. Olesen are members of the Lu
theran church.

• ••

HENRY B. GRIFFITH resides about five
miles east from Chelan Falls and is occupied
in general farming and stock raising, in which
enterprises he has won a good success, owing
to his industrious ways and careful manage
ment in all lines. He was born in Indiana
county, Pennsylvania, on June 8, 1847, the son
of Joseph and Lydia (Row) Griffith, natives
of Pennsylvania and descended from Dutch
stock. Our subject studied in the district
schools until he was sixteen, and then, it being
1863. enlisted in the Second Pennsylvania Bat
tallion of six months' men, under Captain Rob
ert L. Ritchie. He served as guard on the
railroads and was discharged in February,
1864, at Pittsburg. In August, 1864, Mr.
Griffith enlisted in the Fifty-seventh Peill1syl
vania Volunteer Infantry, under Captain E. C.
Straus, being in Company K. In December
of that year his regiment was consolidated with
the Eighty-fourth and he was put in Company
E. under the same captain. Mr. Griffith re
marks that there was scarcely a day in· all this
service that he was not under fire. He was
wounded. however, but once, and that was by
a spent ball. He participated in the battles of
Petersburg. Five Forks and was at the sur
render of Lee. He also took part in the grand
review in \Vashington and the occupation of
Richmond. Following the war, Mr. Griffith
attended school until he fitted himself for teach
ing. which he followed for some time. In
1867. he migrated to Kansas, settling in La
bette county and there was occupied in farming
for seven years. In 1874, another move was
made. this time to Cal ifornia. "'hence he jour
neved shortly to \Valla \Valla, in this state.

• •

He tilled the soil in \Vhitman county until
1888. when he came on to Douglas county.
Here he took a homestead and timber culture
claim where he now resides and since that time
he has constantly devoted his energies to farm
ing and stock raising. always laboring not only
for the improvement of his own place. but for
the general good as well.' He also has one
half section of school land. Mr. Griffith has
the following- hrothers and sisters, Joseph. Mrs.
Elizabeth McKesson, Mrs. Catherine Griffith,

Mrs. Tobitha Huston, Mrs. Missuri Vance
and Mrs. Lottie Torrance. '

. At Walla .Walla,. on February 5, 1878,!vIr
Gnffith marned MISS Francina, daughter of
David and Sarah. (Coleman) Morgan, who
were born 111 V lrgmla and Ohio respectl' I
M G 'ffih . ' vey.rs. n t was born 111 Iowa, on March j?

1854, and has the following named brothe-'
and sisters, John R., Abram M., Harrison, M:S~
Sarah Alexander and Mrs. Adaline Wagner
also B. D., and Mrs. Eliza Frey, \\h~

are deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Griffith
have become the parents of two children'
Orin B., born in Pullman, Washington, o~
January 12, 1880; Kate Ethel, born in Pull
man, on April 19, 1885, and now the wife of
ConradWinn in this county. Mr. Griffith is
a member of the I. O. O. F. and the G. A. R
while he and his wife are Rebekahs. '

It is of importance in this connection to
note that Mr. Griffith, while living in Kansas,
was detailed as one to assist in exhuming the
corpses of the unfortunate victims of the atro
cious Bender family, and reburying them in
proper shape. Thus he became especially ac-,
quainted with the deeds of that terrible family.

• ••

NATHANIEL H. FARNHAM resides
about four miles east from Chelan Falls. in
Douglas county. where he owns a farm of one
half section. He is known as one of the most
careful and judicious agriculturists in this sec
tion and believes that what is worth doing at
all, is worth doing well, which he practices in
all his labors. Mr. Farnham has a quarter
section of land in small grain and raises cattle,
horses and hogs. The hogs are of the Poland
China breed and are all registered, while his
cattle and horses are all fine grades.

Nathaniel H. Farnham was lXJm in Cass
county, Michigan, on August 2, 1860. the son
of Horace and Lorranie (Blackmar) Farnham,
natives of Ohio and Michigan. respectively.
Horace Farnham was one of the pioneers to
California in 1850 , and made money in the
mines. He is now deceased. In the dlstnct
schools of \Viscollsin our subject was edu
cated and· there grew to manhood·s. estate.
In 1877 ·he moved to Oregon WIth hiS
father and the balance of the family and made
settlement in Washington county, where he was
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en<7aged in farming for four years. In 1882
he" remO\'ed -to Umatilla county and there
farmed for a decade. It was 1892, that he
came into Douglas county and finally purchased
• quarter section where he now lives, adding
as much more by purchase later. He has good
comfortable improvements on the place and is
one of the men whose chief characteristics are
industry, uprightness, reliability and thorough
ness.

Mr. Farnham has one brother. Charles D.,
. and one half sister, Mrs. :VIary Shepherd.

In Waten'ille, \Vashington, on February
14. 1899, occurred the marriage of Mr. Farn
ham and Miss Clarissa, daughter of Hiranl
and Nancy (Martin) McCollum, natives of
Ohio and Canada, respectively. Mrs. Farnham
has three sisters, Sophronia McCollum, La
vina B. McCollum and Mrs. Carolina Powers.
~Irs. Farnham was born in \Vabasha county,
Minnesota, in 1864. taught school in Pierce
county, Wisconsin, for four years and as a mis
sionary in Utah one and a half years, also
taught school in Douglas county, \Vashington,
for one year, investing her money in land in
Douglas county, which has doubled in value.

Mr. Farnham is a member of the I. O. O.
F.. II'hile he and his wife belong to the Re
bekahs. They are also both members of the
Methodist church, being firm in the faith and
liberal supporters of church institutions.

•••

WILLIAM STODDARD knows by ex
perience what it "is to land in a new country
wlthollt property or means and to make his way
single handed against all kinds of odds, until
fortune smiles on him. In the place of his
former struggles he can now view a goodly
competence. the result of the toil and wisdom
displayed d~ring the years of scanty allowances.
Mr.. Stoddard came to Douglas county in 1886
ha\"lng a family of wife al1d two children to
:upport and his property was summed up in
he hst of two horses and 0 one \vagon. He lo

cated 011 a homestead about four miles north
east from \VaterviJle and went to work and
Since that time he has continued to work with
the result that now he has a valuable farm of
~even hundred and twenty acres, fine residence,
t~rge barn. other improvements and stored in

e dry are thirty-five hundred sacks of wheat

ready for the market. Mr. Stoddard raises
Jersey stock and fine Poland-China hogs and
has some fine specimens on the farm.

William Stoddard was born in Oswego
county, ?\ew York, on December 25,1856, the
son of John and Mary (Shaey) Stoddard, na
ti"es of Ireland. The father was of English·
stock, but the mother descended from the strong
Irish blood that has made itself felt and known
around the globe. The father came to the
"Cnited States in early days and the mother.

o was twelve when her feet first pressed the soil
in the land of the free. William Stoddard was
born in Oswego, went to Canada when a child,
remaining until fourteen then came to Niagara
county, K ew York. \Vhen twenty-three he
went west to Kansas, settling in Marshall coun
ty. He railroaded and farmed in that state
until 1886, when he crossed the plains to Doug
las county and landed here as stated above.
This has been his home since that time and he
is now one of the leading men in the county
and surely deserves great credit for the success
he has carved out by his efforts. Mr. Stoddard
has the following brothers and sisters, Peter;
John, Hugh, Mrs. Elizabeth Henderson. Mrs.
Maggie Kester, Mrs. Annie Welch, and Mrs.
Mae Mahoney.

In Marshall county. Kansas, on April 8,
1883, Mr. Stoddard married Miss Mary J.,
daughter of Joseph and Maria (Sutton)
Scriber, natives of Pennsylvania and Illinois,
and of Dutch and English stock, respectively.
Mrs. Stoddard was born in Galena, Illinois,
on February 22, 1857, and has the following.
named brothers and sisters. George H.,
Matthew, Daniel, A. Lincoln, Mrs. Esther
Gillispie, and Mrs. Jennie Campbell. To Mr.
and Mrs. Stoddard the following named chil
dren have been born: Eo\\'ard, in Marshall
county, Kansas, on January 18, 1884: Jennie,
in the same county, on November 6, 188=:
Annie, in Douglas county, on June 30, 1888.
Mr. and Mrs. Stoddard wer.e raised under the

•

influence of· the Episcopalian and Catholic
churches and are upright and well liked people.....

JOHN W. STEPHENS is one of the
oldest citizens in Doughs county and has so
,,-rought here ouring the years of his long re<;;
dence that he is highly esteemed by all \\"ho
know him. He has done much for the il11-
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provement of the county in both a private and
a public capacity and is counted by all a real
benefactor.

John \iV. Stephens was born in \Vood
county, in what is now \Vest Virginia. on Jan
uary 22. r842, the son of George and Louisa
(Lee) Stephens. natives of Virginia, and of
English and Scotch extraction, respectively.
The public schools of his nati,'e county con
tributed the educational training of our subject
and when he was nineteen he enlisted in Com
pany F, Seventeenth Virginia Cavalry, under
Captain]. H. Crawford. This was in r862.
and Mr. Stephens served throughout the entire
war. He participated in the battles of Win
chester, Gettysburg, and many others, until he
was captured in Lura Valley and sent to Point
Lookout as a prisoner of war, remaining until
the war closed. In r866 Mr. Stephens went to
Missouri, whence he journeyed. to Montana
and there operated in the wood business for t,,·o
years. From there he went to Virginia and in
1871 came 'Yest to Humboldt county, Califor
nia, and there farmed for seven veal's. In the-
spring of 1877 he made his "'ay to Spokane
Falls, and on Moran Prairie. eight miles south
east from that now flourishing city. he located
and proved up on a homestead. In r883 he
operated in the shingle business at Clarkfork,
Idaho. and the same year brought a sawmill to
Douglas county. locating the same on Badger
Mountain. some four miles south of where
Waterville stands today. In 1889 he brought
in a second mill, establishing it near the first
~me, and continued to operate the two until one
was destroyed by fire. In 1893 Mr. Stephens
leased his mill and moved to one of his farms.
of which he owns several in Douglas county.
In r897 he went to Seattle and was there con
nected with the hotel business for four years.
In 1903 he returned to \Vaterville, where he
now resides.

In r885 Mr. Stephens was chosen by the
people as county commissioner and served' as
chairman of the board in Douglas county. His
ability and excellent service were rewarded by
a re-election in 1887. His administration in
this important office with his colleagues was
accompanied by much good to the county. ow
ing to his keen foresight and wisdom, which
were always accompanied by the integrity
which characterize the man.

Mr. Stephens has the following named

brothers and sisters: AbedneO'o Jared B
A F . b , ,etty
:..nn, rances, Mll1erva Victory. He bel

I AF A . ongsto t le. •.". . and . 1'11., havll1g been one of the
orgamzers and charter members of the fi
lodge in Spokane and also in \Vatef\'ille. ~~st
Stephens is a man of reliability and excell 1';
standing where\'er he is kno~vn and num:
his friends from every quarter. rs

• ••
•

CHARLES )'1'1. SPR.-\Gl.:E. one of the
leadmg and "'ell known stock men of Douglas
county. has his headquarters about seven miles
south from Coulee City. He was born in
Sagadahoc county, Maine. on January 16, r858,
HIS father. \Vllltam Sprague. was also a na
tive of Maine and descended from an old New
England family of renO\m. The mother, Jane
(Mornson) Sprague. "'as born in Maine.
Charles M. studied in the common schools of
the lumber state and his early life was spent
on the farm. At the age of seventeen he shipped
011 a merchant steamer that was doing a coast
trade and for t,,·o years he sailed before the
mast. After that, he went into the butcher
business at Bath and one year later, disposed
of his interests and turned his attention to ship
building. He learned the ship joiner's trade
in the employ of William Rogers and for five
years wrought there. Then he desired to see
the west and so disposing of his interests in the
east, journeyed toward the setting sun until
he arrived in \Vashington. He at once selected
his preSe11t place and took it by government
right. Then he entered the employ of George
Urquhart and two years later began raising
stock for himself. He progressed very llIcely
until the "'inter of I 889-go when the severe
storms and wind swept his entire band of cattle
and almost a11 his horses away. He purchased
-other stock and began once more the business
of raising cattle and horses. He has now a
fine band of well bred horses and cattle and
is one of the prosperous stockmen of the entire
country. In I8g4, Mr. Sprague was elect~d
commissioner on the Republican ticket and did
excellent service for two years, being instru
mental in having the indebtedness on the county
wiped out by bonds. Mr. Sprague has the fol·
lowing brothers and sisters: George A., who
came to this country with our subject and IS·
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, a J'oint owner with him in the stock busi-
nOlI' . I . B I '1'

5S' Franklin P., a awyer m at 1, r, ame,
n~o 'represented Sagadahoc county in the state
;~ajslatt1re ",hen twenty-two: \Villiam L., a
m~chanic at Eath; Bradford, living on the old
homestead in Maine; Mrs. Martha L. Percey,
!iring in Portland, Maine; Mrs. Alonzo Kit
ridge, !il'ing in Bath, Maille: and Mrs. Clara
Bowker in Easton, Massachusetts.

Tllr. Spraglle is a member of the A. O.
C W. and a genial and capable man.

•••

GEORGE W. HE1\DRICKS, \I·ho is con
ducting a large real estate, loan, and insurance
business in \VaterviIle, is one of the best known
men in the county of Douglas, and one of the
men who have unhesitatingly moved fonl'ard
the car of progress in central \Vashington.
nerer abating in personal effort to enhance the
interests of the country in every way possible.
In fact it is said that Mr. Hendricks has been
the means of bringing into Douglas c,ounty
more settlers than any other person or corpora
tion and it is true that his name appears oftener
on the records than that of any other person.

George \V. Hendricks was born in Max
\rell, Parry county, Ohio, on IVlay I, 1861,
the son of John and Nancy (Hufford)
Hendricks, natives of Pennsylvania and Ohio,
respectively. The father sen'ed to repel Mor
gan in his raids into Ohio. Han. George W.
Hendricks, state senator for many years from
Parry county, Ohio. is a paternal uncle of oun
subject. John Hufford, brother of our sub
ject's mother, was a lieutenant in the Ohio
\'olunteer forces. After a preparation in the
cammon schools in Tama county. lo\\·a.
George W. studied in the high scho!s in Toledo.
Iowa, and finally finished his investigations in
~he state normal at Cedar Falls, Iowa. Follow
mg this. he taught in Iowa and later in Ten
nessee, filling the position of an educator for a
nUmber of years in Iowa. Tennessee and Louis
lana. Then he came to RitZ\'ille. \Vashington.
\l'h I.ence 1e walked over one hundred
\TIlles t,o Douglas. and soon was en
gaged m teaching. He opened in the
real estate and loan business in \Vaier
rille in the spring of 1889. and although it
~sh I . ", arc startlllg, he soon became recog1llzed
as one of the leaders in this line and he has done

a remarkably large business. In 1894 he
bought the county bonds of twenty thousand
dollars at six per cent. thus saving the county
much in interest. In 1897. Mr. Hendricks
combined the grain buying business with his
former enterprises and continued successfully
in it until 1902, when he was forced by the
increase in his business to drop that portion.
He bought land in the county until he had about
eight thousand acres. operating in connection
with Charles G. Reeder of Spokane. Later he
sold to the \Vashington Land Company of
Iowa. taking a large share of stock in the com
pany. Afterward he sold his interest in the
company and has since devoted himself entirely
to his pri\'ate business of real estate, insurance
and loans.

Mr. Hendricks has two brothers and three
sisters: Daniel E., dl\elling at Elgin. Oregon,
where he has won great success in the lumber
business; John P., a heayy promoter and secre
tary of the Tri-Eullion Smelting and Develop-
ment Company, of Chicago; Mrs. R. M. Tin
dall, of Toledo, Iowa; Mrs. Etta Farris. and
Mrs. Matilda McElhinneY. J\-Ir. Hendricks is

~

a member of the 1. O. O. F. and was raised
under the influence of the Dunkard church.

•••

ALVA C. WHITEHALL has achieved
success in Douglas county as a result of his
o\\'n industry and the "'ise bestowment of his
labors. having shown himself master of the re
sources granted by a generous nature to the
dwellers in this fa ,'ared section. He is re
siding in \Vaterville at the present time. where
he has tasty residence and is engaged in farm
ing. He has a good farm seventeen miles east
from \Vaten·ille. from which he derives an
nually a good revenue,

Alva C . \Vhitehall was born in Henderson
county, Illinois. on April 23. 1862. the son of
James and Elizabeth (Clark) Whitehall, na
tives of Indiana. The father was ~ farmer and
a minister of the gospel. Our, subject was
educated in Greene county, Iowa, and there
remained until he arrived at manhood's estate.
He settled to farming in the Hawkeye State
and succeeded \yell until 1896. when he sold out
and came to this county. After clue search,
he settled on a homestead, seventeen miles east
from \Vaterville and there bestowed his labors
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until recentlv he removed to to\\'n to dwell.'

•
Mr. vVhitehall has the following brothers and
sister, Barclay \Y., Henry T., Nicholas C,
Charles A., and Mrs. Carrie M. Badger.

In Greene COIUlty, Iowa, on December 26,
1883, Mr. \Vhitehall married Miss Arra B.
Kuder and to them have been born the follow
ing children; Legr;m, on November 13, 1884;
George, on January J, J 888; Minnie, on De
cember 17,1889; Bethal, on March 23,1892;
Leah, on October 4, 1895; Joseph, on Kovem
bel' 3, 1898; A. Curtis, on March 24, 1901.
All were born in Greene county, Iowa, but the
last two who own Douglas county as their na
tive place. Mrs. vVhitehall's parents are George
W. and Isabel (Brock) Kuder, natives of
Pennsylvania and Indiana, r.espectively. The
former died' on June 9, 1903, and the latter
passed away on June 17. 1903. Mrs. \Vhite
hall has two brothers and two sisters, IVladison
M., George F., I\.frs. Jennie G. Whitehall. and
Mrs. Malissa Harsh. l\Ir. and Mrs. White
hall are both members of the Church of God
and are del-out supporters of it and its institu
tions. Mr. \Vhitehall is well posted in the
doctrines of this denomination and labors as
siduously for the spread of the faith.

• ••

FRANK \Y. BROMILEY has one of the
most valuable places in the vicinity of Southside
and it is kno\vn as Point Vie,,- Farm. He
owns three quarter sections about one mile
south from the postoffice, one quarter being
gained by homestead right and the other half
section by purchase from the railroad com
pany. Mr. Bromiley has one of the finest resi
dences in this part of the country, it being a
large eight room house of modern construction
and located on the edge of Beaver Creek can
yon. The farm is well supplied with all neces
sary buildings for stock and grain raising. Mr.
Bromiley has constructed a fine system of water
works, operated by a gas engine, which pumps
the water to the hill where the house and barn
stand. The·farm is well improved and handled
with skill. being made to produce abundance
of small g-rain. In addition to this, Mr. Brom
iley hal1dles fine shorthorn and Polled-Angus
cattle, Clyde horses, and has a large poultry
plant. A productive and beautiful farm now
exists where a few years before the virgin soil
lay unbroken.

Frank VV. was born in Philadelphia
January 13, 1864. His parents were both on
. fT B ~tlves a urton, near olton, Lancashire E'n. g.

I land and came to the United States in 18-
The father. William B. Bro~iley e~listed in t~~
CIvIl war In Colonel Baker s Cahtornia Regi.
ment, .Company D, under Captain Ritman. He
partIcIpated 111 the battle of Ball's Bluff be
sides others, and after Qne year of sen'ice was
discharged in Philadelphia. The mother's
maiden name was Mary Welsh. Our
subject "'as educated in the schools of
Philadelphia, where he remained lU1til grawn
to manhood. In 1885 he was the subject of
a very severe attack of western fever, for the
cure of which he turned his face toward the
setting sun and journeyed to \Vallula Junction,
\Vashington, where he \I'as employed by the
O. R. & ~. Railway. Later, he went to The
Dalles. where he remained for a time. In 1888,
our subject selected the railroad land, where

. his home no\v is and later took a homestead.
Mr. Bromilev has t,,·o brothers and one sister:. .

James \V _. whose farm adjoins Southside:
Louis. and Mrs. Samuel .t:agelson, who re
sides in Philadelphia. Our subject returned 10

Philadelphia to claim his bride, Miss A. Sylria
Campbell. and there their \vedding oc·
curred on Fehruary 15. 1899. Mrs. Bromiley
was born July 4. 1871. to James and Arabella
(Clark) Campbell. natives of Londonderry,
Ireland. She has 1\\'0 brothers and one sister,
\Villiam. Archibald and Mrs. W. Wise. To
our subject and his wife. three children have
been born. Frank \V.. on December 5· 1899;
Arabella S .. on November 6, 19°1; and Robert
C, on October II, J903· ..

Mr. Bromiley is a Republican in pohUes,
while in religious matters, he was reared a
Methodist and his wife a United Presbytenan.

• ••

ORVILLE H. KIMBALL has certainly
passed a very active career as will be seen by
the following. He was born: in Chittenden
county, Vermont, on February 3. 1842. t.he s~~
of Charles and Caroline (Stevens) Klmba,
natives of New Hampshire and Vermont. reo

I spectively. The father' was a cloth dresse~
The mother 'descended from an old Enghs

. d hack forstock and the famIly can be trace ed
over three centuries. Our subject was educat
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. the public schools of Chittenden county and
lfimained there until 1869. He began railroad
re k' h . flife in 1860, by wor mg on t e constructIOn 0

the Vermont and Canada, and ~ontrea! & VI.
Junctions as paymaster, from which posItion he
. 'as promoted' to that of passenger conductor.
II . k h 'VLater, he did construction wor on t e er-
mont Central, after which he was on the Leb
anon Spring Railroad as paymaster. After
J86g he came west to Portland, Oregon and
work~d on the California and Oregon road and
remained with this company until the spring
of 1872, during which time he served in vari
ous capacities as conductor, ticket and freight I

agent and so forth. Next we see him in the
construction department of the Northern Pa
cific on the Pacific division bet\veen Kalama, .
and Tacoma. In the sprmg of 1873' he re-
turned to the Oregon and California, where he
remained in the operating department bet\veen
Portland and Roseburg until the spring of
1875. when he opened the Clarenden Hotel in
Portland. He sold this in 1876 and returned
to the Northern Pacific as assistant superin
tendent of the construction and paymaster of
the branch in the 'Wilkinson gold fields. In
1877, he was agent at Kalama and two years
later, was paymaster on the Pend Oreille
branch. He next went to the O. R. & N. com
pany and worked as general superintendent of
track in the construction. until 1882. After
this, he was general road master on the North
ern Pacific, until the spring of 1883. when he
came to Douglas county and settled upon a
pre-emption about three miles south of \Vater
ville. For twelve years. he remained there,
d\\"elling 'On the farm. and also at various times
was out on the railroad. In 1900, he moved to
hIS present place about ten miles southwest from
Waterville, which estate he has carved out from
the wilderness. He has about eight hundrer!
acres of fine land and over one hundred head of
r aded stock, good orchard, comfortable res
Idence. barns and so forth. Mr. Kimball is
one of the pioneers who remained in Doug
las county and has achieved success equal to
any of the most prosperous men who have lived
here. During- the latter part of his railroad
career, Mr. Kimball was closely associated with
A. M. Cannon, well known over the northwest
~d was a war.m friend of that gentleman. Mr.
C~mball has two brothers and two sisters,

aries, Andrew 5., Mrs. Sarah F. Joslyn, and

Mrs. Jane A. Jackson, all living at Westford,
Vermont.

Mr. Kimball has displayed great executive
ability in his life and has manifested a self
reliance and spirit which combined with keen
wisdom and conservatism, have brought him
the abundant success which he enjoys to-day.

• ••

ADAM OPPEL is a son of the fatherland,
\\·hence came so many of the most thrifty and
substantial citizens of the United States. He
was born in Bavaria on January 17, 1855, the
son of George and Mary (Degen) Oppel, na
tives of Germany. The public schools of Ger
many contributed the educational training that
our subject recei\'ed and he was a faithful and
an obedient son under the parental roof. until
twenty-one years of age, at which time he en
listed in the regular army and served for three
years. It was 1882. that he left the environ-

, ments of his home land and came to the uni ted
States, seeking for better fields of activity. For
about four years, he resided in Minnesota and
in 1887, came to Ellensburg, Washington,
where he was engaged in a brewery for one
year. It \\'as in 1888, that he finally came to
Douglas county and selected a homestead two
miles north from Southside, where we find him
at the present time. He has bought another
quarter section and de\'otes the whole estate to
the production of small grains of which he
raises abundant crops. The place is supplied
with an abundance of pure spring water, good
residence, barns, outbuildings, orchard and so
forth and is one of the comfortable and valu
able rural abodes of the county. Mr. Oppel
has the following brothers and sisters, John,
Mordz, Mary, Koony, Margaret and Katherine,
all living in Germany.

On January 15, 1889, Mr. Oppel married
Miss Elsie Roberts. Her parents, Matthew
and Suzie (Hilgen) Roberts, were natives of
Luxumburg, Germany. Mrs. Oppel was born
in Luxumburg on September 12, 1860 and has
five brothers, Matthew, Nicholas, Michael,
Burnhardt. and Martin. On April 4, 1899 at
the family home in Douglas county, Mrs. Oppel
was called to pass to the realities of another
world. She left the following named children:
George, born on October 29, 1889; Michael S.,
born on October 19, 1897, and Adam S., born
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LOUIS E. BISHOP is at the head of a
lumber manufacturing plant situated about
nine miles southwest from \Vaterville. He was
born in Amherst, Massachusetts, on October 4
1850, the son of Henry and Catherine (Nut·
ting) Bishop, natives of Massachusetts. The
mother's father, John Nutting. was of Rel-olu
tionary fame and also a veteran of the War of
1812. She is a member of the Society of t~e
Daughters of the Revolution. The publIc
schools of Amherst Massachusetts. contributed
the education of o~r subject and he remained
in the vicinity of that town until the centenll1aI

'b It
Year dawned when he removed to Fan au ,, I . t n
Minnesota where he remained for t 111' ee,

on March I I, 1899 and died in August, 1900.
All natives of this county.

Mr. Oppel is a good reliable man and loyal
citizen and one of the industrious makers of
the section. He is entitled to receive the ap
proval and esteem of all who know him.

•••

ISAIAH BROWN. This estimable gentle
man is a \·etefan. not only of life's battles. but
also in the battles of his country and in both
capacities has shown himself a man of sterling
worth and industrv, on account of which it is

•
\\'ith pleasure that we grant him representation
in this capacity Now he is spending the golden
years of his days in well earned retirement• •
from the more arduous duties of life. enjoying
the competence that his sagacity and thrift have
prm·ided.

Isaiah Brown \\'as born in Ohio. in Cuya
hoga county. on May 14. 1832. the son of
Asaph and Hepsibeth (Perry) Brown. The
father was a native of New York and fought
in the war of 1812. He participated in many
engagements and was wouilded at the battle
of Black Rock. New York. His death occurred
in Lorain county. Ohio. in 1845, having come
thither as one of the early pioneers in an ox cart.
It was preserved for many years by the family
as a relic of importance. He was a cousin of
Commodore Perry of Lake Erie fame.

The youthful days of our subject were spent
amid the frontier environments of Ohio and
his education was gained from the old \IVebster
speller and the English reader together with
Ray's arithmetic. When fourteen years of age,
he hired out as a farm hand at five dollars per
month, continuing in that capacity for two
years. After this he learned the carpenter's
trade, which he followed for several years in
Ohio. Then he went on the \lVisconsin river
and engaged in lumbering, which business oc
cupied him for twenty-nine years. In 1879,
he moved to Miles City, Montana, and was en
gaged in the stock and grain business with dis
astrous results, loosing five thousand dollars.
In 1880. he landed in Spokane and after look
ing over the country, he located his present
place about five miles northwest from Water
ville. which he took as a homestead, and ad
joining which, two of his children took quarter
sections. Since that time they have all been

engaged in producing general crops and f .
In 1864, Mr. Brown enlisted in the FruIt.
ninth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry as pro~,-

d C . J D' nateun er aptam... 1I1SI1100re and Colonel Fel-
low~ .. HIS servIce w.as mostly in Arkansas and
LOUISIana and hIS dIscharge occurred in 186
in ~t. Louis. . ~e w~s selected as the ~;
soldIer to partIcIpate 111 the grand review 't
Washington, D. C. a

Mr. Brown has one brother and two sister
Libeus, deceased, Nancy Taft and Cuzja~;
St~ndon.. On February 5, 1857, in Marietta,
\Vlsconsm, Mr. Brown married Miss Mary F
daughter of Andre:v and Margaret Byers, n~:
tl\-eS of Pennsyh-allla and Germany, respective
ly. Mrs. Brown was born in Pennsylvania in
1838. and has the following named brothers
and sisters. Elizabeth Hartley, Adeline Ross
and Jackson. To Mr. and Mrs. Brown five
children were born; Eva E .. wife of Horace
\Vileox, living in \Vaterville; Elsie, wife of
Harmon \Vileox. also living in Waterville;
George B., Cora F., and Frank W., at home.

. Politically, Mr. Brown has always been a good
strong Republican and has held various re
sponsible offices where he has Ii\·ed.. He was
assessor in Crawford county. \Visconsin. and
also commissioner and treasurer in this c;untv

~ ,
being appointed to the latter by the countv com
missioners. He has been .; member ~f the
A. F. and A. M. since 1859 and also belongs
to the G. A. R. Mr. Brown was raised in
the Presbyterian church but at present belongs
to no denomination. He is a good man and
esteemed citizen in the community.

I •.• .
I
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He did carpentering and some building
y~rs'and was foreman of a sash and door fac
t e~e In 1888, he came west to Waterville and
tor). d" dfor tWO years was engage In contractIng an
building, then bought hIs. present place and
built a thoroughly well eqUIpped mIll, wIth the
utput capacity of ten thousand feet per day.
~e has a planer and all finishing machinery
necessary for the .manufacture of lumber for
all kinds of bUIldIng purposes. Mr. BIshop
gained four hundred and eighty acres of land
by government right an~ that portion of it
1"hich is suitable for farmmg IS under cultl\'a
tion. He owns in addition to this, eight hun
dred acres on Badger mountain, where the mill
is located. He is doing a good business at the
present time and has considerable timber yet
to cut. The farm estate lies twel ve miles east
of Waterville and there, also, Mr. Bishop has
agood large band of cattle and horses.

Mr. Bishop has one brother, Lawriston H.,
Jnd one sister, Mrs. Emily Thayer. On April
I, 1900, at Waterville, Mr. Bishop married Mrs.
Alta Powers, the daughter of John and Emma
(Parker) Donaldson, natives of Canada and
lndiana, respectively. Mrs. Bishop \vas born
in Midland county, Michigan, on March 5,
1867- Our subject and his wife are the parents
of one daughter, Nellie F .. born March 20,

1901, and one son, Arthur H., born May 10,
1904· Mrs. Powers had two children by her
former husband: \i\Tilliam R., born in Michigan
on May 9, 1886, and Minnie B.. born in Taco
ma, Washington, on August 24, 1890.

Mr. and Mrs. Bishop are adherents of the
Methodist church and liberal supporters of all
public enterprises, which are for the benefit of
all. ....

. DAVID R. RICHARDS, who resides two
miles west of \i\Taterville. is one of the earliest
settlers in Douglas county that has remained
until the present time. He is well known all
over th d .. e county an IS esteemed by all as an
Upnght man of ability.

T. David R. Richards was born in Blossburg
m 'll' g~ county, Pennsylvania, on May 10, 1855.

. oi\Vather, William J. Richards, was a native
18 . ales and came to the l!nited States ~n
a dl Settlement was made 111 Pennsylvama
t~ there he resided until his death in 1898.l1e m . ,

arned Jane Rees, in Pennsylvania, and

she is still living in Blossburg, of that state.
Our subject was educated in his native state
and remained there until twenty-three years of
age, at which time he went to Bradford, Mc
Kean county, Pennsylvania and acted as clerk
in a general store for four years. In 1882, he
came west to Dakota, settled in Fargo, and did
farming for two years. Then he moved to
Spokane and one year later, in 1884 came to
Douglas county, taking a pre-emption, now
known as the Francis place, three miles south
of \Vaterville. Later, he sold this property and
purchased his present place, which consists of
one-half section of very fertile land, all under
cultivation. The estate is supplied with plenty
of water, excellent orchards, large barns, good
residence, and so forth.

Mr. Richards has the following brothers
and sisters: John E., a farmer; Alfred J., a
merchant; Charles E., a merchant; Mrs. Mary
Clemans; Mrs. Ella Davis: Katherine; Mrs.
Eva Coleman: ]\l'1rs. Hannah Frazier; Alice,
and Lydia. All of the above are living in
Tioga county, except Mrs. Coleman and Mrs.
Frazier. Mr. Richards is a member of the
J\Iaccabees, \vhile in political matters he stands
upon independent ground. He is a supporter
of church and schools, although he is not a
member of any denomination at present.

•••

CHARLES E. REEDER has cleared a
large real estate holding in Douglas county and
is numbered among its most prosperous men.
He dwells about six miles north from South
side where he has an estate of about two sec-

•

tions, all of which is fine fertile crop proclucing
land. Mr. Reeder devotes his attention to
general farming and stock raising and is a
leader in this line. The cereals are his main
crop while in stock raising he gives most at
tention to rais'ing fine horses. He has an ex
cellent Clyde stallion and a great many other
fine horses. Mr. Reeder has devoted his at
tention most industriously to draft animals and
the result is that he has large well formed ani
mals which command the highest price in the
market.

Charles E. Reeder was born in Davis coun
ty, Iowa on May 28. 1861. His father, William
D. Reeder. married Miss Phoebe A. Spencer,
a native of Indiana and they both now reside
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at Wenatchee. The father was born in Indiana
and enlisted in the Third Iowa Cavalry, under
Captain Kuykendal and for three years was a
valiant and faithful soldier of the Union.
Twice he received severe wounds and finally
received his honorable discharge, having the
consciousness that he had fought with a display
of bravery for his country.

Our subject was educated in Davis county,
Iowa and in ~ebraska and remained with his
parents until he was twenty-one years of age.
At that time, he came west to Idaho and did
railroad work for a year, then a year was spent
in Oregon, whence he came in 1884 to Yakima
county, this state and remained for four years,
tilling the soil. It was 1888, that he came to
Douglas county, settling on a pre-emption of
one hundred and sixty acres. Later, he took a
quarter section as a homestead and then added
by purchase as stated above. Mr. Reeder has
the following brothers and sisters: George Vv..
John C, Mrs. James H. Crammer, Mrs. J. B.
Volintine.

At Weston, Oregon. on May 20. 1883, Mr.
Reeder married Miss Mary L., daughter of
Thomas U. and Emily G. Jones, (Crammer)
natives of Kentucky and Virginia, respectively.
Mrs. Reeder was born in Holt county. Mis
souri on October 21, 1858 and has the follow
ing brothers and sisters, James H., John W.,
IS1;lc W .. Simeon H. and Mrs. Amanda Gil
lespie. The children born to Mr. and Mrs.
Reeder, together with the dates of their re
spective births are mentioned below, Charles ,1\.,
born in Dayton, Washington, June 14, 1884;
William D., born in Yakima county, on August
19, 1887; Victor H., born in this county on
May 28, 1889; Phoebe E., born in this county
on March 20, 189 I and Stella, born in this
county on June 13, 1893.

Mr. Reeder is a member of the A. O. U. W.
and of the Yoeman lodge, while he and his
wife belong to the Methodist church. In
political matters our subject is entirely inde
pendent and is well posted upon the issues and
questions of the day.

• • •

]'v{ARTIN FEENEY is a native son of
the Emerald Isle who has taken the stars and
stripes ;lS his banner and is one of the most
worthy citizens in Douglas county. He resides

about one and one-half miles northwe t f
vVaterville, where he has an estate Sf rom

. '. 0 one-quarter sectIOn, secured by hIS mdust. ry and
thnft. Mr. Feeney has always shown th

.. f'd d ereal
sP.IrIt 0 111 epen en.ce ?e~otten fr0111 stanch
Insh blood and, as dId hIS tather, has espoused
the cause of freedom with a zest that m k
him thoroughly American. In business ~'fes
he has mamfested a keen wisdom and pract·

1
el,. d d . f lca

)u gment an I.S one 0 the most prosperous
men of the sectIOn now.

Martin Feeney. was born in Galway, Ire
laRd on November 2, 18:;1, the son of Patrick
and Margaret (Fahey) Feeney. both natiyesof
Ireland. They came to. the United States in
the fifties, settling in Waltham. Massachusetts,
where the father took up foundry work. At
the opening of the Civil War, he enlisted in
the Sixty-ninth Massachusetts Volunteer In
hntry under General Cochran. He fought
through the leading battles of the struggle and
was wounded twice in the battle of Antietam.
He participated in the grand redew at Wash·
ington and received his final discharge at Xew
York City in 1865. The mother died at
\\'altham, Massachusetts. in 1893. During the
first fifteen years of our subject's life, he re
ceived his educational training in Ireland and
in \Valtham. Massachusetts and then began
the duties of life for himself. When but a
small lad. he journeyed to South Dakota, set
tling in Bonhomme county. and engaged in
farming and stock raising. Seven years were
spent thus and the next three were spent In

steamboating on the Missouri. After this. he
did railroad contracting in Colorado for several
years. also in \Vyoming and later was occupIed
on various roads in Montana. It was 1893
that Mr. Feeney departed from Marshall Junc
tion. Spokane county, for Douglas county and
bought his present estate. Mr. Feeney has the
following brothers and sisters. Michael, Mary,
Annie, Margaret, Sarah and Adelia. ,

Mr. Feeney was married at Miles CIty,
Montana. on November 22, 1885, to Miss Mary
Mulroy, of Irish parentage, born in the count:
of Mayo, Ireland. She has one brothe,
Thomas and one sister, Ellen Rork. To Mr.
:'\nd Mrs. Feeney the following children have
been born Maggie at Bearmouth, Montana,•• . Spa
on September 25. 188<); James. bam m .-
k . . 8 . F b ?4' MartIn,ane county, 111 I 92. on e ruary - ,
born on December 25, 1895; John, born on
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'9 1896 ' Thomas Dewey, born July 5,June - , '
8 8· Martia T., born May 18, 1900. The
r 9 ' . b' h'I t four having been om 111 t IS county.
as Politically, Mr. Feeney is independent and
. Iwavs found active in that realm and casts
~i,\'ot~ for the man of principle and ability.
H~ and his wife are members of the Roman
Catholic church. M r. Feeney has traveled
over the country a great deal and says that
where he lives now is one of the best places he
has found and is well contented with his home
here. • •• ,

MADISON M. KUDER is to be enumer
ated among the agriculturists of Douglas coun
t\", whose labors have made it one of the most
prosperous sections of the great state of Wash
ington. He resides about five miles northwest
from vVaterville and has since 1896, given his
entire attention to the improvement and cul
ti\"ation of his estate.

Madison M. Kuder was born in Greene
county. Iowa, on October 3. 18~8 and his par
ents. George W. and Isabel (Brock) Kuder,
were natives of Pennsylvania and Indiana, re
spectively. The father descended from Penn
syl\"ania Dutch. Our subject was educated in
the public schools of Greene county. Iowa and
remained with his parents until the age of
twenty-four, when he began farming- for him
self on an eighty acre tract of land in Iowa.
He remained there until 1885. then moved to
Dakota where he lived for two years, doing
farm111g. , Thence he journeyed back to Iowa
and 111 1896, provided himself with teams and
came overland to Douglas county. consuming
four months in the trip. He bought
one hundred and sixtv acres of land.
where his home now 'is and later filed
~n a quarter section as homestead, near
, loses coulee, which he relinquished in
11904. Mr. Kuder raises grain on his farm
arg-ely and is also handling other crops some
\Vha~. He is a man of good principles and
~anlfests thrift and wise judgment in his en
eavors here. He has one brother and three

Sisters G F .B I' eorg-e '. Mrs. A. C. WhItehall. Mrs.
ar~ ay M. Whitehall, and Mrs. Daniel Harsh.

Fit was in Fairview. Jones countv. Iowa. on
~tru~v 18, I 88A.. that Mr. Kuder married

C· ed'ss .mm'! M. Worden. She was born in
ar R 'dapl s, Iowa, on February 5, r86r, be-

ing the 'daughter of Porter and Hannah M.
(Lenard) Warden, natives of New York. Mr.
and Mrs. Kuder have been blessed by the ad
vent of the following children: Cora B. Keens,
born in Greene county, Iowa, on December 22,
1884; Bessie L.. born in Faulk county, Dakota,
on June 25, 1887; Chester M.. born in Greene
county. Iowa, October 10, 1889; Mabel M.,
born in Greene county, Iowa, on May 8, 1892;
Lulu M., born in Greene county, Iowa, on
April 28, 1895; George H., born in Douglas
county, Vv'ashington. on December 18, 1897;
Gladys E., born in Douglas county, 'Washing
ton, August 10, 1900.

In religious persuasion, Mr. and Mrs.
Kuder are strong supporters of the Church of
God, of which they are members. In political
matters, our subject is independent and in the
general walk of life. mani fests a spirit of up
rightness, "'hich has won for him many friends.

• ••

FRANK W. ROUNDS was one of the
first settlers in Douglas county and knows what
the struggles of the pioneer are. He has been
enabled by industry and good management to
so handle the resources of the section, that he
has become one of the wealthy men of the
county. He has two hundred and forty acres
of good land well improved and supplied with
all necessary improvements, besides a good
band of stock and other property. His res
idence is about five miles north from \;Vater
ville and the estate is devoted to diversified
crops. Frank \\!. Rounds was born in Linn
county. Oregon on April 7, 1865, the son of
Rodney R. and Rebecca (Thornton) Rounds,
the fanner a native of N ew York and the latter
of Missouri. They crossed the plains with
ox teams in 18~ I and took a donation claim in..
Linn county. where our subject was born. He
was educated largely in the common schools
of Benton countv and later moved to Walla
\;Valla county. \Vashington. where he was in
the hotel business for seven years. Next we
see him in Boise in the mines, whence he came
to Douglas county about 1884 ahd took a part
of his present estate as a homestead. The bal
ance has been added since by purchase.

Mr. Rounds has the following brothers and
sisters. Hezekiah. Charles T .. Louis r.. 1\1rs.

•

Robert Gray and Mrs. C. G. Pence. At Ketch-
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urn, Idaho, on April 26, r88r, Mr. Rounds
married Mrs. Isadore S. Hillman, daughter of
Charles and Lucy (Luvina) \iVhorton, natives
of New Brunswick. Mrs. Rounds was born
in the state of Maine, on August 24, r857 and
has one brother, \iVilliam A.. and one sister,
Mary A. The following children have been
horn to Mr. and Mrs. Rounds: Pliny J., born in
Ketchum, Idaho on December 4, r883; Frank
L., born on August 8, r887; Charles W., born
February 4. r890: Robert M., born March r7,
r892; John C, born July 30, r893, and Archie
R.. born on November 5, r895. The last five
mentioned were born in this county.

Mr. Rounds is a member of the W. W. and
in church affiliations. he and his wife are ad
herents of the Christian denomination. He is
considered one of the upright and substantial
men of the community and the fine success that
he has achieved in his labors here indicate his
business ability as well as his industry and
thrift.

•••

JAMES WHITEHALL is a farmer and
wagon maker and one of the respected citizens
of \iVaterville. Also Mr. Whitehall has been
of Waterville. Also Mr. \iVhitehall has been an
elder and minister in the Seventh Day Advent
ists church and is active in that capacity at the
present time. He was born in Fountain county,
Indiana on April 20, r833. the son of Alexan
der L. and Elizabeth (Newborn) Whitehall,
natives of North Carolina. In r832, they were
pioneers to Indiana and sixteen years later the
mother died. Our subject attended school in
a log cabin school house in Fountain county,
Indiana and early began to learn the wagon
making trade from his brother. At the age
of eighteen, he left the shop and did farm
work near his native place. In r854, he moved
to Mercer county, Illinois and there farmecl for
twenty-one years. In r875, he moved thence
to Greene county, Iowa. and there farmed for
twenty years. In r895, he began pulling up
stakes and moved farther west, this time set
tling in Doug-las county where he took a home
stead of one hundred and sixty acres which lies
about twelve miles north from Waterville. The
place is in a high state of cultivation and well
improved. It has an elegant orchard with
every variety of fruit for this climate and is a

model estate. Mr. Whitehall also owns fi
residence in Waterville. a ne

He has the following brothers and s· t. IS ers
NIcholas N., Alexander L., Thomas B S h'. h . ., ara
and Fruza A. N IC alas N. IS the patentee of
the celebrated Whitehall plo\\' attachm t
which is extensively used to-day. . en,

•At Newto,,~n, Indiana,. on ~ovember 20,

r8;,2, Mr. Whl~ehall mamed MISS Elizabeth,
daughter of Damel and Ehzabeth (Hieschoner)
Clark. The father was born III Virginia and
followed farming all his life. The mother
comes from Gernlan extraction. Mrs. White
hall was born in Fountain county, Indiana on
March 6, r832 and her brothers are named as
follows: Solomen, James D.. Jacob. To Mr.
and Mrs. \iVhitehall have been born six chil
dren: Barclay VV., in this county; Henry T.,
living near Scranton, Iowa; Alva c., Nicholas
C, Charles A., all in this county; Carrie B.,
born in Illinois on October 30, r872 and died
October 7, r90r, having been the wife of Louis
Badger. Mr. Whitehall has held the position
of justice of the peace, besides other positions of
trust and is a venerable man of industrY and,
worth. He is affiliated with the 1. O. O. F and
the A. O. U. W., while he and his wife belong
to the Seventh Day Adventists church.

• ••

TUDGE RICHARD S. STEINER is a
leading attorney of the Big Bend country and
is located at \iVaterville. where he has been a
moving spirit in various enterprises, always
showing a public spirit and real progressive
ness.

Richard S. Steiner was born in Ohio. on
August 7, r85~. the son of Gottlieb ~d Marv
M. (Steiner) Steiner, natives of SWitzerland
and Germanv, respectively. They were mar
ried in Kenton. Ohio. in r854 and now lIve m
Waterville. The father migrated to the
United States in r837. The first fourteen

. Oh and
Years of our subject were spent III 10

. . hrehethen the family removed to Indiana. we.
remained until r88). After some time spent~n
study i~ the district schools: he went t~ ~:
ValparaiSo normal, after which he took . n
gree from the law department of the Mtchfg
university graduating in the class of r 3
Immediai:~ly after his graduation, he came to
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Colrille and taught sch?ol for a time. The foI-

l
. g year Mr. Stemer came on to whereowm , .

waterl'ille now stands a~d took a claIm at the
. t of Badger mountams. Soon after, he
tOO d" h

elected county au Itor, runnmg on t ewas .
Democratic ticket opposed to B. L. Martm. At
the close of that term, he was re-elected, run
ning against Charles P. Peach. ,In 1888, he
was appointed clerk of the dlstnct court and
after the expiration. of this term, he became
interested in the FIrst NatIOnal Bank. bemg
associated with Seattle and \Vaterville cap
italists. The bank was organized in 1891, Mr.
Steiner being first president, and continued until
1898, when voluntarily it suspended operations.
When the Douglas county bank was organized,
/ilr. Steiner was installed as cashier, continu
ing until 1900 in this capacity. At that 'date,
he took up the practice of law actively and since
then has continued in the same, also doing con
siderable 'real estate business. Mr. Steiner owns
rarious property. among which is a good busi
ness block in \\'aterville and other town prop
ertl'. His brothers and sisters are named as

•

follows, Frank S., Otto. Gottlieb E .. Elizabeth
Lockwood, Helena Robbins, .Celesta Porter,
Sevilla McMillan, Anna Stanwav, and Mattie.

•
At Deedsville. Indiana, on April 9. 1883,

/ilr. Steiner married Miss Emma Lockwood,
who was born in Indiana, in 1861. Her pa
rents are Daniel and Mary (Baine) Lockwood,
natives of Delaware, and now deceased. Mrs.
Steiner has three brothers, Frank, Chalmers.
George, and two sisters, Ellen Anderson, and
Juha Morris. Mr. and Mrs. Steiner have three
children; Frank, aged seventeen; May, aged
fourteen; Bessie. aged eight, but now deceased.

Mr. Steiner is a member of the 1. O. O. F.
and the A. F. & A. M. Mrs. Steiner is a mem
ber of the Presbyterian church. They are
Jehadrng people and stand exceptionally well in
t e community.
hIAt the convention of the Democratic party
,e d at Bellingham Bay on August 2 1(V)4lIlr St . , , ';1~'S. .emer was nominated as judge of the

C
upenor Court for the counties of Douglas
helan Oka . 'in t' nogan, and Ferry. N otwlthstand-

. g hhe fact that ·the Republicans were largely
~st~ lead and Mr. Steiner was and always
a h ;n a stanch Democrat, he was elected bv
datn some majority. The Republican candf
t\\l es husually received from fifteen hundred to

ot ousand votes in the majority. This un-

mistakably evidences the esteem in which Judge
Steiner is held among the people, and the stabil
ity, integrity, probity and high sense of honor
which characterize him vouchsafe an adminis
tration of justice at all times without partiality.

• ••

ELI C. FISHER is not only a pioneer of
Douglas county, but is also a pioneer in fruit
raising in the county. He commenced early in
the industrv. and has been a careful student

•
and active worker along those lines until the
present time. The wise effort put forth during
these years has not been without result as the
present holdings of Mr. Fisher, which will
be mentioned later, will abundantly testify, as
will, also, the excellent results achieved by those
in the county who have followed his sug
gestions. It was in 1886, that Mr. Fisher set
tled on his present place, three miles north from
Riverview. He has added to the estate until
it is now of the generous proportions of five
hundred and sixty acres. He has done general
farming as the years went by, but his main
attention has been directed to the culture and
production of first-class fruit. He has now
over two thousand trees of the leading varieties
of apples, peaches, pears, plums, quinces and
apricots as well as five hundred vines of grapes
and many nut trees. as Black and English va
rieties of walnuts, almonds, chestnuts, and so
forth. 1\1r. Fisher has a fine large fruit dryer,
a cider mill and also a winery and handles these
products commercially. A steamboat landing
is on the place which renders transportation
easy and he is well situated for comfort in life
and for commercial advantage. The estate is
irrigated by a current wheel which supplies all
the water from the Columbia needed. Mr.
Fisher has experimented well and skillfully and
although he uses irrigation. he makes this state
ment. after long years of careful study and
experimentation: "Fruits raised without irri
gation are better flavored. will hang on the
trees longer and will ship better."

Speaking more particularly of the personal
career of our subject we notice that he was born
in Monroe county, Ohio, on June 24, 1846.
His parents were Barak and Susan (Car
michael) Fisher. natives also of the Buckeye
State. During the youthful days of his life
he studied in the log cabin school house near
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his native place and when seventeen stepped
forth into the world for himself. The follow
ing five years were spent in Illinois and later
he dwelt in Arkansas, after which he journeyed
west to Oregon. From that state he came to
Douglas county and here he has remained since.
Part of his land was taken under the old timber
culture act and the remainder was purchased,
M r. Fisher has two brothers and one sister,
John, who fought in Company D, Seventeenth
Iowa; Bennett L., and Mrs, Mary A. Crains.

In Spokane, this state, on February IS,
18'86. Mr. Fisher married Miss Charlotte S.,
daughter of Christian and Helen (Laman)
Myer, natives of Norway. Mrs. Fisher was
born in Bergen, Norway on March 22, 1862,
and has one sister and one brother, Ferdinand,
a veteran of the Rebellion; Mrs. C E. Helsen.
To Mr. and l\1rs, Fisher there have been born
four children, Elisa H .. on September 24, 1887;
Francis L., on July 16, 1890; Eli J., on Feb
uary 16. 1895; Susan C, on November 17,
1897. All were bor.n on the farm in this coun
ty. Mr. Fisher and his wife favor .the Chris
tian church but are not members.

•••

ALVARO L. CORBALEY resides about
one mile south from \Vaterville and in addition
to doing general farming, preaches the gospel.
For sometime he has been one of the prominent
evangelists of the Church of God.

He was born in Marshall county, Indiana,
on January I, 1862, the son of Richard and
Jane (Croea) Corbaley. The mother was born
in 1827, in Holmes county, Ohio, being of
Dutch extraction, and is still living. The
father was a native of Indiana, being the first
white child born in Marion county. He held
various county offices in Marshall county, was
editor of the Plymouth Banner, and also en
gaged in the practice of law. For the last forty
eight years of his life he was a very prominent
minister of the Church of Gael. His death
occurred at \Vaterville, on July 16, 1903. Our
subject received his nrimary education in the
district schools of Indiana and completed the
same at Healdsburg Institute, of California.
At the age of eighteen he went to the mines in
Butte county, California and spent two years
in prospecting, without material success, After
this, he was occupied in railroad service for a

year and a half. It was in 1884 that h
' d h' f h ' e aCCOD!pame IS at er to Douglas count)' ad'

. hied n at thattime e ocat on a quarter section f I
where he now lives and which he has b

O
and

h · rought
to a very 19h state of cultivation. M C
baley also raises and handles stock. He rh, °hr.
f II . b h '. as t e
,0 oWlllg rot ers and SIsters, John A, Will.
lam G., .Frank R.,. Platt M., and Marie C
OppenheImer. WIlham G. is a prom' ,
fi ' f C I' f . InentnanCler 0 a 1 orma, but has recently on .
count of his health, retired from more act

ac

d · H I' . B I\euues.. ' e' I.ves III erkeley and began life as
an engllle wIper. He rose steadily through
every department to be superintendent of the
road, which position he held for many years,
He was also a superintendent of the San Fran.
cisco Harbor Improvement Company and also
of the San Francisco Terra Cotla Company,

At Waterville, on July 22, 1888, MT. co~.

baley married Miss Annie M., daughter of
George W. and Jane (Hand) Gard, natives of
Ohio and Tennessee, respectively. Mrs. Cor·
baley was born in Lake county, CaIiiomia, on
June 6, 187 I and has the following brothers,
Isaac, Rees, James A., and Arthur. She also
has two sisters, Martha Kelsey and Estella
Pierpoint. To M r. and Mrs. Corbaley five chil·
dren have been born, named as follows: Paul
W., on September 7, 1890; George R., on Jan·
uary 19, 1893; Glenn A., on September t6,
1897; Annie R., on June 5, 1899; and John,
on June 3, 1903; all born in this county,

Mr. and Mrs. Corbaley are both members
and active workers in the Church of God and
have a large circle of friends throughout the
country.

•••

ALBERT E. SWAN, who is now engaged
in general farming and poultry raising. just
north of Riverview, in Douglas county, has
heretofore been engaged in the pottery busi'
ness, He was born in Oil Springs, Onta:io,

J of Will·Canada on September 5, 1863. t le SOil , , f
iam E. and Teresa (Stacy) S\\·an. nallves 0

1I'· 'n SoutlEngland, The parents now l\,e 1 .

Dakota, where the father is engaged 10 r~
specting for oil. Our subject· completed a ig
., . '. \\'. n-m thenschool course III JanesvIlle, 'ISCO:.

. . . I II tor somestudIed III the commercIa co ege. D k ta
time' After this he moved to South a oed'

: .., I contract
settJlIlg III Day county, where le . ior
for boring wells. He was in that count}
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. I en }'ears. It was in 1901 , that he moved

elg 1te d b h . hDo glas county an oug t elg ty acres,
tO

j
uhe now lives and upon which he has put

If lere
. valuable improvements. He has put the
lery .' d d'
I d under cultivatIOn an rna e It very pro-
;;ctive. In addition to this, Mr. Swan is rais
. u poultry and has some very fine Plymouth
~~kS and other breeds. His m~rket is Seattle.

Mr. Swan is a man of conS1derable ablhty
and in addition to his farming and poultry rais
inu jar commercial benefits; he is conducting
an" experiment station to ascertain. which a~e
the best varieties of grasses and grams for tlus
section oj the country and also what kinds of
poultry are ad~pte~ to the cI~mate. He has
become skilled m thIs lme and IS known as one
of the leading men of the section. Mr. Swan
has two brothers and three sisters, William \V.,

•
Harry 1., Mrs. Bessie Raynes, Mrs. Charlotte
Hogg and Mrs. Nellie Bingham.

The marriage of our subject and Mrs.
Susan J. Mills occurred at Andover, South
Dakota, February 5, 1889. Mrs. Swan is the
daughter of William and Sarah (Spring) Mills,
natives of Canada and Michigan, respectively
arid now livirig in Wenatchee, where the
father conducts a mercantile estabrishment.
Mrs. Swan was born near Grant Park, II1inois

·on February 7, 1867, and has two brothers and
two sisters, Arthur J., William iI., Mrs. Carrie
L. Stewart and Mrs. Lizzie Collins. .

. In South Dakota on June 10, 1897, one
child was bom to Mr. and Mrs. Swan, Vera
Terreasa. Mr. Swan is a member of the A. O.
C. Wand he and his wife are adherents of the
Methodist church.

• ••

GILBERT S. ASBURY. Waterville has
shown to the world that a class of very pro
gresSive and wide awake business men are
pushing her to the front· and not least amongth . •
A

ese IS the gentleman mentioned above. M r.
sb .

lIry IS known throughout Douglas county
as one of the most progressive and practical
m~ that we have. He is an untiring worker
an I~ always guided by upright principles and
sagacIty.

Gilbert S. Asbury was born in Vernon
county \". .
lath ' 'Vlsconsm, on July 29. 1867. His
that' Thom~s H. Asbury, was a farmer in

state, havmg come thither in the early days

from his native state, Virginia. He enlisted in
the Forty-third Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry,
under General Banks, in 1863 and served for
fourteen months, being honorably discharged
at the close of the war in 1865. He married
Miss Emma Roberts and this worthy and faith
ful couple are still living at the home place in
Wisconsin. The public schools of Wisconsin
supplied the educational training of our subject
and he remained at home until fifteen then
began work on an adjoining farm, where he
continued until 1889, when he jgurneyed on
to Iowa. For two years he was engaged in
various employments there, after \\hich he went
to Nebraska, settling in Dickinson county.
Eight years were spent there in farming, It
was 1900 when he moved to Douglas county
and bought one-half section of land, two miles
northwest from \Vaterville, which he improved
well and then sold. At the present time Mr.
Asbury is associated with L. G. \Vright in the
construction of a fine flourmill in vVaterville.
The plant is to be equipped with the finest ma
chinerv a9d processes kno\\'n for the manufac
ture of first-class flour, in this enlightened age.
It will have an output capacity of seventy-five
barrels each twenty-four hours and will be
operated entirely by electricity and the process
used in this is known as the pansi fter. The
knowledge that Waterville is becoming the cen
ter for the manufacture of flour is very gratify
ing,'since it is well known that the broad prairies
of Douglas county produce some of the finest
wheat in the world. It is commendable also
that this enterprise is in the hands of a man
of knowledge and real business ability and
much is expected from our subject and it is
certain that he will not disappoint the expecta
tions of the. people.

Mr. Asbury has the following brothers and
sisters. Edward, Irvin L., Reuben T .• Mrs. J.
E. Chamber. Mrs. Rilla A. Pittenger. Mrs.
Delila E. Manning and Mrs. Lavina Clark.

The wedding of Mr. Asbury and Miss Anna
E. \\fright occurred in Dickson county, Ne
braska. on February 15. 1889. Her parents
were Lyman G. and Ella (Quimby) Wright,
natives of Michigan and Wisconsin, respect
ively. Mrs. Asbury was born in Waukon,
Iowa. on June 30, 1875' and has one sister,
Ella Q., living in WaterviIJe. Mr. and Mrs.
Asbury are the parents of the following named
children: Earl W., born in Nebraska. on De-
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cember 21,1900; Agnes Fern, born near Water
ville, August 5, 19°1; Ella Fay, born near
Waterville, on December I, 1902. Mr. Asbury
is a member of the A. F. & A. M. and was
raised under the influence of the Seventh Day
Adventist church.

• ••
ANTON GRITSCH. There is no doubt

but that the United States owes much of her
prosperity and "'orth to the efforts and indus
try of those German people who have found
homes within her borders since the early days
of Colonial times. No more industrious and
capable citizens are beneath the stars and stripes
to-day than this class of people. On every
hand, we find evidence of their thrift, their
ability, their knowledge, their good substantial
qualities and real worth. Not least among this
class of people is the gentleman whose name
initiates this paragraph and it is with pleasure
that we can grant space for the epitome of his
career.

The estate of Anton Gritsch whi~h consists
of four hundred and forty acres, lies three miles
north from Waterville, and is one of the most
valuable and fertile farms in Douglas county.
The whole estate is brought under tribute to
produce crops, while an excellent orchard, good
fences, large barns and a becoming residence
and other improvements are in evidence. In
addition to general farming, Mr. Gritsch de
votes considerable attention to raising stock.

Anton Gritsch was born in Tyrol, Austria,
on October 16, 1858. His parents Gabriel and
Elizabeth (Schmide) Gritsch, are both natives
of the same place. There also our subject re
ceived his education and at the age of twenty

years joined the Austrian army wh. ere he
served for two years and mne month I
~882? he ca~e to the United States and :~l~
m Cmcmnah, OhIO, where he operated f
stove foundry and also did farm work ad' or a. , JaCent
to the Clty. Thence, he removed to M'

I· M' f mne-apo IS, mnesota or the benefit of his health
and for four years he wrought as a stonemaso
In 1886, he came west and worked on t~'
Northern Pacific railroad tunnel on their Iin~
through the Cascade mountains. The next
year found him in Douglas county, where he
took a pre-emption, the nucleus of his present
fine estate. Here for nearly sixteen year~

Mr. Gritsch has been laboring faithfully, earn.
estly, with wisdom and ability, all of which
have been rewarded by increasing his holdings
of property.

On June 2. 1883. at Minneapolis, Minne
sota. M r. Gritsch married Miss ]ohannah.
daughter of Joseph and Cresences (Wolf)
Schuler. both natives of Tyrol. Austria. Mrs.
Gritsch was born in Tyrol.:\ustria,on February
5, 1865, and has three brothers. Vincent, Frank
and Joseph. To our subject and his wife the
following children have been born,John Loom
in Minneapolis, on May 6, 1885; Frank 11..
born in Douglas county, November 16, 188i;
Marie, born in Ellensburg on January 20, 188g.

and died March 6, 1892; Rudolph H., born on
the farm, July II, 1892; Elizabeth M., born on
the farm on November I, 18g6; Joseph.~..
born June 14, 1899 and Stephen, born Novem
ber 3. 1901. both born on the farm.

Mr. Gritsch and his wife were brought up
as adherents of the Roman Catholic church.
Mr. Gritsch is a good substantial citizen and
deserves as he receives, the esteem and respect
of the entire community.
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PART LV

HISTORY OF ADAMS COUNTY
CHAPTER L

EARLY SETTLEMENT-1865 TO 1904.

The first white man to take up his residence
upon land now included within the boundaries
of Adams county,was George Lucas. The
exact date that Mr. Lucas located in the COUl)

try is not certain, but it was some time in th~

late 60's, following the close of the Civil war.
Mr. J. F. (oss, Jr., who settled on Cow Creek.
in 1872, states that at that date Lucas was
engaged in stock-raising on the same creek,
about twelve miles below the Coss home, and
that he had been in the country four or five
years. But until 1872 Lucas was the sole in
habitant of the territory that was subsequently
moulded into the county of Adams, one of the
Lest agricultural districts in the state of \Vash
ington. He was the pioneer of pioneers~ and
it is of this type that Hamlin Garland has writ
ten:

"They rise to mastery of wind and snow;
They go like soldiers grimly into strife

To colonize the plains. They plow and sow.
Fertili?e the sod with their own life•

As, did the Indian and the buffalo."

Of the pioneers the Rit:::ville Times wrote
in May, H)OI :

"The old settlers' associations represent, and
their membership constitutes, the bravest, most
Courageous and most patriotic body of men that

48

ever inhabited any of the territory of the U ni
ted States west of the Mississippi river. Their
services in the opening up and early develop
ment of the west, performed under circum
stances which today would cause the stoutest
heart to quail, entitle them not only to the high
est praise, but to the rank of the benefactors.-

"As a nation and as individuals we are
proud of the achievements of our armies and
navy. As tokens of our appreciation we com
memorate the heroic deeds performed in battle'
by soldiers and sailors. We delight to tell the
stories of our wars to the young, to instill in
their minds the principles of liberty, the value
of courage and the duty of patriotism. \Ve im
mortalize in song, in verse, in bronze and gran
ite the men who. in the spheres of statesman
ship and philanthropy, have won renown in the·
sen'ice of their country and bestowed blessings
upon their fellowmen; but scant indeed is the
praise bestowed upon the great army of pio
neers: few are the statues erected to the mem
ory of the men who led the way in the danger
ous and arduous \\'ork in subduing, in less than
two centuries, a continent greater in extent
than antiquity ever dreamed of.

"In our own state the men who participated
in laying the sub-structure on which our social.
political and industrial fabric is founded, are
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scarcely known and seldom recalled. Few of
us can realize what they and their associates,
together with their families, encountered and
had to overcome. \Ve should recall the glory

<of their achievements and thus keep alive that
:sense of gratitude which every citizen of our
:state should feel toward the early pioneer who
lirst made possible' our present peaceful, pros
perous and happy condition. \Vhen they crossed
the great Fathers of \Vaters this state and the
whole west was a vast solitude. It was un
occupied save by wild beasts and savages; the
rivers flowed unvexed by the fretting wheels
of commerce; on the broad prair,jes the flowers
bloomed and died with none to note their frag
rance; luxuriant grasses ripened in the summer
air; rotted and enriched a soil on which no har
vest thrived.

"All this has been changed. The early
pioneer laid his hand upon the mighty forces
of nature, bring,ing them under his complete
control. Things seemingly impossible when he
first entered this vast domain of wild prairie
have been realized. Harvests now ripen in the
fields; villages nestle in the valleys where blazed
the wigwam fires. The rail and flying tra,in
have supplanted the ox team as a means of
communication. Lightning leaps in response
to the touch and voice of man, making far dis
tant peoples near and familiar. But better than
.all school houses now dot the entire state and
on every prairie and in every valley church
spires point toward heaven. To the early pio
neer and the old settler, more than any other
class of men, are we indebted for the marvel
lous change, for this wonderful development
and progress. :t\'e\'er, therefore, should we of
the present or coming generations forget or
fail to recall the debt of gratitude we owe to
these men for the part, the important part,
played by them in blazing the trail along which
we are passing with ease and with comparative
1:omfort to that wonderful development of our
state and county we now witness and to all

the conditions of a happy an.d prosperous peo
ple. "

Following along this line and in 1 h,_ nuc the
same s:ra1l1, the Iv C"<L'S (Adams count)')

"I hI'says'n t ese pa my days when the far .
k h · f '1 . h merta es IS ami y 111 t e surrey and rides to t. own

111 the afternoon to' do his shopping, it makes
him strangely forgetful of the days he boiled
his own potatoes and drank his coffee straight,
when he rose with the dawn, got astride of th~

cayuse, rode to town and stood off the merchant
for a pair of overalls and a sack of flour. These
towering windmills spinning so gladly and
gaily in the playful breezes is a radical change
from the time when he hauled stagnant water
fifteen miles in three leaky barrels, and had
somebody's cayuses drink ,jt up during the

night. And the town merchants watched the
passenger trains go through and wondered how
soon they could collect enough to get out of
town on, and in the meantime tending the flies
who so vociferously demanded sustenance from
the sorghum barrel and dried prune chest. Pros
perous times have come to stir the tender recol
lections of those days when the stars by night
and the walking plow by day guided hands and
hearts, and at length destined this smiling ex
panse of gorgeous green to become the fairest
and dearest spot to which these hearts are
twined."

The Lucas place was on the military road
leading from Walla Walla to Fort Colville, the
latter place being located at a point about three
and one-half miles from the present town of
Colville, in Stevens county. In its issue of
April 9, 1902, the News said, concerning this

•pIOneer:
"George Lucas, a thirty-year resid.ent of

this section with headquarters on Cow Creek,
will soon I~ave on an extended visit through
the attractive portions of the Golden State, re
maining for a time at Sacramento. The ol~

ed h tock bust-westerner has always follow t e s .
ness with financial success. His presence In
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'n last Saturday, clad in blanket breeches,
to\'
leathern belt, army shirt, canvas coat and wide
sombrero, recalled the incidents which will be
remembered by some of the pioneers of the
'70S, when Lucas and some of his followers
donned Indian costume, and with painted faces
appeared upon the high hills in a hostile man
ner intended to frighten the scattering emi
grants across the border and out of the coun
try. But the sturdy adventurers were made of

•

sterner stuff, and when their rifles began to
crack on the clear morning air the confederate
red skins hiked for tall timber."

The above is but one of many such conten
tions between the stockmen and the farmers
lI'ho desired to devote their time and lands to
agricultural purposes. It was most annoying
to the cattle breeders to have the range broken
into, fenced and improved. Therefore the
stockmen banded together to resist, as far as
possible, such invasions. Such has been the
history of many other western states aside from
\\'ashington, and year by year the .tock and
sheep men have been pushed back into the hills,
mountains, canyons and coulees. Yet it is a
fact that.in the aggregate fully <\s many cattle
are grown and marketed by the brmers ,"IS by
those who control large bands of animals, ex
clusively range cattle. One reads of the im
mense herds in Texas, l\Jontan<t .and Oklahoma,
yet there are figures and records to show that
the grain raising and dairying farmers of New
York and some of the middle states produce
more cattle in the aggregate, and better "meat
ers," than do the range men.

. The second person to take up his residence
In Adams county territory was vVilliam Lam
bie. He settled, too, on Cow Creek, abou11
twelve miles southeast of the present city of .
RitZVille, early in 1872.Mr. Lambie pos
sessed a small band of stock which he grazed
that summer. But in the autumn of that year
he disposed of his interest in these cattle to
Thomas Durry, who came into the country,
the third actual settler. Mr. Lambie left this

locality soon after, but 1'.1r. Durry remained
and lived in the same place until a few years
ago.

It was early in November, 1872, that J. F.
Coss, wife, two sons and one daughter took up
their abode on Cow Creek, twelve miles south
.east of the present county seat, Ritzville. This
Cow Creek, it seems, was quite popular with
the early settlers, and the original settlements
of Adams county were made thereon. Mr.
Coss' place was on a new government road ex
tending through the county. J. F. Coss, J r.,
informs us that there was at that period no hab
itable stopping place between their ranch and
the Snake river and none between Snake river
and the Touchet. To the north the nearest
habitation was on Crab Creek. The Coss fam
ily came from Portland, Oregon. For twenty
seven years they resided on the place where
they originally located. For many years their
nearest neighbor was twenty miles distant.
During these early days, fraught with vicissi
tudes and ad\'entures, the home of 1'.1r. Coss
was the principal halting place for travelers
going fram Fort \Valla \Valla to Fort Spo
kane, Fort Chelan and other points in the ter
ritorv north of Snake river.

•

It \vas in 1877 that Malcom Reed came to
what has dewloped into Adams county. He,
too, engaged in stock raising and continued
in the prosecution of that industry until his
death, February 25, 1904. During the latter
part of the 70's a few other stockmen came to
the Cow Creek country. Among these were
James Kennedy, Robert Green, Joseph Mihm
and Delbert Hooper. These located on the
creek in the southern portion of the county.
These earlier pioneers were all stockmen. They
did not come with the intention of developing
and improving the country; but simply to range
their cattle. But between 1878 and 1880 others
came in .who began to cultivate the soil and
raise grain, although it was not until 1880 and
ISSI that any headway in this direction was

made.
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It was in the closing months of 1878 that a
few bold spirits pushed out into the wild coun
try to make homes for themselves. Among
these was Mr. George W. Bassett, who built
for himself and family a home where the town
of Washtucna is now located. He hauled the
lumber for his house from the Blue Mountains,
south of Waitsburg. He was delayed in the
erection of this building by the Indian outbreak,
but the following spring he completed it and
moved his family from Walla Walla. Mr.
Bassett had been a clerk in Walla Walla. His
removal to what was at that period an unknown
country was due to a search for more healthful
employment. In its "Book of Adams County"
the Ritzville Times furnishes the following
concerning Mr. Bassett's early settlement in
the Washtucna valley:

"While still holding his position at the then
central city of the northwest (\Valla \Valla),
he managed to find time to haul out lumber to
his claim. Mr. Bassett recalls that once when
starting out from \Valla Walla he was met by
a sheep herder named \Vells, who gave the re
port that the Indians were on the war path,
and that all the settlers were hurrying to the
town. He turned back, but the outbreak was
soon quieted, and he brought out the rest of
the material and built a house, gave up his
clerical employment, and went to work in earn
est. Mr. Bassett brought out his family the
followil}g year. The hospitality of his house
has been at the command of all who might ask
from that day to this, and many are the worn
travelers who have had occasion to thank Mr.
and Mrs. Bassett for a warm welcome."

How Mr. Bassett chanced to locate on the
present site of \Vashtucna was related to the
writer by himself. He had been in poor health
for a number of years and desired to remove
from Walla \Valla in the hopes that he could
regain his former vitality. He was led to in
vestigate the location at Kahlotus Springs by
a gentleman named Downing who, in company
with a man named Scranton, staked their claims

where the city of Spokane is now located .
8 M D

. . m
1 72. r. ownmg m passing to and from
his home by the falls and Walla Walla, had
camped at the Washtucna springs, and upon
learnmg that Mr. Bassett desired to secure
a location, told him of the springs, saying it
was the only locatIOn he would have north of
Snake river. On Mr. Downing's next trip to
the north country Mr. Bassett went with him,
saw the spot, was pleased with it and imme-
diately located and began hauling lumber for
his future home.

On Mr. Bassett's ranch were three springs
of water which, together with his hospitality,
in the early days, offered an advantageous
camping place for the occasional parties of
pioneers who passed through on the way to
and from \Valla W alia. For many years pre
vious to the first settlement here these springs
had been called by the Indians and earliest
pioneers "Kahlotus," the occasion for which
name is explained by a legend of the Palouse
Indians. As the story goes once upon a time
an Indian chief was fishing in the waters of
the Palouse. He strung his catch upon a wil
low withe and laid it conveniently near on the
bank. Now it so chanced that while the red
skin was intent upon his sport, a hungry coyote
came prowling by and scampered away with
the entire string of fish. The Indian gave chase
and, never stopping, followed the fieet denizen
of the p'lains across the hills and caught him at
the springs mentioned. In consequence he

named them "Kahlotus" or "Coyote \Vater..", -
The valley in which these springs are, and

where Mr. Bassett settled, bore the Indian na:ne
Washtucna, and when the country had become
sufficiently populated to require a postoffice the
latter name was given it. The name Kahlotus
was conferred on another station fourteen miles
below \Vashtucna and now in Franklin coun
ty. Following M~. Bassett's settlement in this
part of the county others came. Among the
first were A. S. Elder and family, T. C. Mar
tin and family, John Huffman, I. B. L3.ing and
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family, W. L. Mustard, C. F. Booth and fam
ill'. All of these engaged in farming, but be
i~g so far removed from ~ny market operations
were conducted on "a modIfied scale. The Kah
lotus springs where Mr. Bassett located were
three miles from the old Mullan road, but when
he built there the route by way of his house
was taken. At first the only points to the
north that caused people to travel through the
country were Fort Colville and the settlement
at Spokane Falls. Later \vhen Camp Chelan
and Camp Spokane were established, travel
also went to those points.

The following is an extract from a circu
lar issued by the \hlashtucna Real Estate &
Loan Company relating to the early history
of the Washtucna country:

"Long ere the first pathfinders of the white
race had climbed the eastern slope of the Blue
Mountains to their summit, and from there,

loob.;ng westward, had viewed the wondrous
Columbia river valley, this section (the Wash
tucna), on accoU11t of its mild climate, its lux
uriant, succulent grasses and its proximity to
Rowing waters, was famous among the red
tribes of the Nez Perces, Yakimas, Umatillas,
Walla Wallas, Cayuses, Snakes, Lapiwas, and
Okanogans, Here they brought their bands
of ponies in the fall and pitched their wigwams
for the winter, and while their squaws fished
for salmon and sturgeon in the waters of the
Snake and Palouse to support their haughty
warrior lords, the ponies waxed fat and frisky
on the rich grasses of the hill slopes and rolling
prairies. The winters being mild no shelter
was required, and the bunch grass growjng
from two to three feet high was always avail
able provender even in the deepest snow.
" "The pioneer of this country was, of course,

like the pioneers of all the northwest, a stock
man. The conditions 'that had made it attrac
tive to the nomadic bands of savages served
to make it the ideal stockman's paradise. For
a quarter of a century after the first settlement
bv h'

) II' Ites, thousands of cattle, horses and

sheep grazed over the hills and plains, even as
did the ponies of the Indians, requiring no shel
ter and no provision of provender for winter.
The expense being nominal and profits vast,
the stockmen made large fortunes in a short
time and many a prominent banker, merchant
and business man in all parts of the state can
even now be pointed out as men who made their
fortunes in the 'Fat \hlashtucna Land.'

"It was not until late in the '80's that the
first attempt at farming was made. Probably
it was some forlorn wanderer from 'Pike', who
had traveled as far as his jaded horse could
go, and he must stop to rest. He had trav
eled far and had seen many countries. He was
not in search of a mountain of gold or the
fountain of youth. He wanted a place where
he could Iive easy, and this looked good to
him, and he stayed. When the chinook winds
of winter came, baring the ground and warm
ing the atmosphere and clothing the hills with
verdure, he hitched up his team, now grown fat,
to an antiquated plow he had rustled some
where, and broke up a patch of ground. He
planted the potato peelings his family had
saYed during the winter, and he went fifty
miles to Walla \hIalia and secured a few sacks
of wheat to sow. His first efforts did not
bring immediate and fabulous wealth; for hun
dreds of miI.es the unbroken prairie surrounded
his humble home, and the ground squirrel and
gopher devastated his crop. Barbed wjre was
high and money was scarce, and he was com
pelled to herd wandering stock from the little
patch of wheat and garden truck. He had to
travel from 50 to 75 miles for supplies, and for
two or three months in the summer he would
migrate to some older settled locality where
he worked through harvest to save enough
to winter on, He did not grow discouraged.
He believed that land that would produce from
a half to a ton of wild hay to the acre would
grow wheat, and so he held on, and his faith
was rewarded. In time other settlers began
to come in, always poor, like the first, for
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wealth is never venturous, but they could ex
change work and cheer each other. They
studied the climate, the seasons, and the variety
of seeds best adapted to the needs of the coun
try. They learned that the longer the land
was cultivated the more productive it grew.
The plowing of the ground allowed it to ab
sorb the moisture and one thorough wetting
in winter was sufficient to mature the crop.
The mild climate which permitted plowing all
winter, except for thirty or forty days, and
the long, rainless season gave him ample time
to harvest and market his crop. There were
no blizzards and no cyclones. Fortune smiled
on industry and today many of the men who
ten years ago herded gophers from their grain
patches and eked out a precarious existence,
working out most of the time, are now worth
from $25,000 to $100,000 and sell each year
from 10,000 to 40,000 bushels of wheat."

Philip Ritz was the pioneer settler in the
northern part of Adams county, having lo
cated just south of where the town of Ritz
ville now stands in the spr.ing of 1878. Old
timers say that Ritz took up land here and se
cured all he could lay his hands on, but did,
practically, nothing to improve the land which
he obtained-in fact he was against inU11igra
tion to the country, and wrote articles to the
papers stating the land was barren and un
productive. He never did anything to advance
the interests of the county or Ritzville.

The town of Canton, South Dakota (then
Dakota Territory), furnished the bulk of the
!lLttlers who came to Adams county prior to
the building of the Northern Pacific railroad.
In August, 1877, J. M. Harris, wife and four
children, Al York, wife and three children,
and vVill York, after, a perilous trip overland
from Dakota prairies, arrived in vValla vValla,
then the only place of any importance in East
ern \Vashington. That same fall J. G. Ben
nett and family came to Walla Walla. after a
sojourn, en route, in Oregon. During the
month of August, 1878, another party of Can-

.Ion people, comprising D. Keller, wife a
four children, and William McKa\' wife ndd

~ , an
two children, landed in Walla Walla h, av·
ing made the journey with teams overland.

This colony of Dakota people who had
taken up their abode, temporarily. in Walla
\Valla, learned of the country north of them
from Philip Ritz, and in May, 1878, several
of the party, J. G. Bennett, J. M. Harris,
Charles Chapman, Al and Will York, moved
into the new country. They came to the place

of Mr. Ritz, and Bennett and Harris each se
lected a location. The others, not being partic
ularly pleased with the outlook, returned. Mr.
Harris chose a claim just west of the present
town of Ritzville, and Mr. Bennett selected
one about two miles north. These gentlemen
improved their claims and made preparations
for permanent homes, following three or four
trips from Walla Walla during 1878 and 1879.
The first building put up in this settlement was
erected in the fall of 1878, by Philip Ritz, the
work being done by J. M. Harris and Charles
Chapman.

James Gordon Bennett died August 31,
1892, a pioneer of two territories, Dakota and
Washington. In 1878 he located a homestead

'one mile north of RitzvilLe, at a period when it
required a combination of great courage and
unlimited faith to establish a home on what
was then considered by many a barren desert.
Mrs. J. G. Bennett, who has been a r,esident of
Adams county since 188o, in an address de
livered before the Old Settlers' meeting in 1901 ,

paid this glowing tribute to the county, and the
surrounding country, which she has seen de
velop from a barren prairie to a thickly settled

and prosperous country:
"Twenty-Dne years have made a wonder

ful change in this part of the state of Washing
ton known as Adams county. The treeless,
bunch grass prairie has been transfonned into
beautiful farms dotted with fine houses, barnS,
wind-mills or;hards and groves, which lend

, d'. trec-an added grace to the landscape 111 every
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. The immigrant who now comes to
lion. ..
Adams county is not a pIOneer; neIther has he
orne to the 'wild west.' vVhen he reaches Spo
~ane he finds a beautiful and progressive city
_its equal from every point of view, it is

doubtful, if he left in the east. About two
hours ride brings him to Ritzville, the largest
primary wheat-shipping point in the United
States, a town of which the people of the coun
tl" are justly proud. It is doubtful if anothe!
t~lI"n of its size can equal the business houses,
churches, school and court house, and dwelling
houses. Its citizens, too, are above the average
in intelligence, industry and morality. Our
sister towns in the county can also boast of
their present and future bright prospects. Will
anyone say that Adams is not the banner coun
ty of the state, considering its age?"

The Nez Perce war of 1878, which caused
so great alarm among the settlers of eastern
Washington, enters into the history of Adams
county. As has been shO\vn, at that time there
were a few st.ockmen along Cow Creek. The
only family in the county then was that of J.
F. Coss. They removed to \Valla \Valla and re
mained there until the outbreak had subsided,
remaining with the family of J. G. Bennett.

The year 1879 witnessed the arrival in the
Ritzville district of a few' more enterprising
settlers from Walla Walla. As one harks back
through the archives and historical records of
Washington Territory he is forcibly reminded
that this ancient town of Walla vValla has
played no unimportant part in the upbuilding
of our prosperous commonwealth. It has been
the halting place for thousands of immigrants;
their outfitting point before ramifying through
out the state; it has, in a number of instances,
proved their place of refuge from hostile In
dians. Walla \Valla is rich in story; muni
ficent with a wealth of legendary lore and pic
turesque reminiscence.

. Among these prospective settlers then mak
tog Walla Walla their base of operations, were
D. Keller and family, and Harry Horn, who

came in September, 1879. Shortly after com
ing to the Ritzville country Mr. Keller returned
east, and for some time Mrs. Keller and the
childr,en were left alone. Until December of
that year Mrs. Keller, was the only woman in
the young settlement. In the spring of 1880
1fr. D. Keller, ]. M. Harris, William McKay
and]. G. Bennett began imprO\'ing their lands.
They hauled timber for their houses from a mill
then in the vicinity of Medical Lake.

It was in 1879, also, that James M. Ken
nedy took up a homestead on Cow Creek. Dur
ing the month of February, 1880, the settle
ment was increased by the addition of the fam
ilies of Messrs. Bennett and McKay, and in
the autumn of this year came the family of Mr.
Harris. It may be said that this was the initial
date of settlement of this portion of Adams
county. True, those who had preceded them
had taken up land and made some scattering
and frugal improvements. But, as a matter of
fact, their homes were, in reality, in \Valla
Walla. Among the 1880 colony may be men
tioned Mr. and Mrs. George Sinclair.

In 1880 we find the following people resid
ing in the settlement in the vicinity of where
Ritzville stands: \Villiam McKay, wife and
child; Mr. and Mrs. D. Keller and four chil
dren; ~1r. and Mrs. ]. G. Bennett and two chil
dren; Mr. Bennett's mother and Harry Hom.
These were the only people at that time living
between Cow and Crab creeks. It was in 1880
that the first wheat crop was harvested jn

Adams county. It was raised on the farm of
J. G. Bennett.

The few pioneers who passed the winter of
1880-81 in that portion of \Vhitman, which a
few years later was set off as Adams county~

state that the season was the most severe they
had up to that date experienced. Snow fell the
last of December, and by the middle of Janu
ary there were eighteen inche's on the ground.
It bore, also, a thick crust of ice, making travel
an impossibility until the last of February. It
is said that all of this snow disappeared Ivithin
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three days, and in its place were streams of
turbid water radiating in every direction. The
stockmen of the country suffered the loss of the
greater portion of their cattle and horses. For
over two months no mail was received. Mrs.
Bennett, writing of the doleful experience of
this winter, said: "We were here to stay and
overcome difficulties; nevertheless it required
courage, more courage than many dream of
when they start west to 'grow up with the coun
try.' "

During this "hard winter" a man named
Sullivan, who was the mail carrier between
Fort Walla \-Valla and Camp Spokane, became
lost and nearly perished from cold. He was
making his weekly trip on horseback, and
missed the trail west of Ritzville. For three
days he wandered through the cheerless coulees
and over the bleak. snow-covered hills. A party
composed of the mail contractor for the route,
Mr. Monaghan and othe'l's, set out in search
of the lost man, and on arriving in Ritzville
found that he returned to that point. He had
nearly perished from hunger and exposure.

It was during the year 1881 that the North
ern Pacific Railway Company pushed its line
through eastern \-Vashington and penetrated
the territory that afterward became Adams
county, dividing it into nearly two equal parts.
The construction of this railroad brought a
few more settlers to the country this year. An
other agency which materially contributed to
the settlement of the new country in 1881 was
D. G. H. Atkinson, who at that period was
home missionary for the Congregational
churches of Oregon and Washington. In the
line of his duty Dr. Atkinson found it neces
sary to make occasional trips through that part
of the Big Bend country lying between Sprague
and the Columbia river, and between Sprague
and the Snake river. He became much im
pressed with the flattering possibilities of these
great plains. A number of articles descriptive
of the country, its actualities and future, were
published by him in the Portland Oregonian

and other papers. These sketches had th ff
.. eeect

of brIngmg a few settlers this year and
, 1110re

the next. Per contra other reports detr'
" 1111etltal

to the country were m CIrculation, and th
I 'd' h osew 10 came dl so WIt grave doubts of the
'b'l' f k' prac-tlca I )ty 0 ma mg a permanent home here.

Some of the statements which reached the out
side world, on the wings of rumor, were to
the effect that this portion of the territory would
not raise beans, and that the men who were
settling there were erratic; that it Was a corner
of the earth that had been set aside for a romp
ing ground for coyotes, badgers and squirrels.

In what light the country was then regarded
by some of the early settlers along the streams
is illustrated by an incident related by Mrs,
Bennett. She said:

"Mr. Bennett was planting trees when a
man from Crab Creek came to him and said:
'Do you expect to raise trees here?' 'Oh, yes,'
replied Mr. Bennett, 'I expect to raise trees
here. 'Why not?' '\Vell, you are just fooling
away your time,' answered the stranger.
'There is not the least indication that a tr~

ever grew this side of Crab Creek. I don't
believe the ingredients are in the soil suitable
for tree cultivation.' "

Since then it has been fully demonstrated
that trees will grow in Adams county soil, with
a suitable amount of care and attention,

Three more settl ers and their families came
to the Ritzville country in 1880. These were
George Sinclair, another South Dakotan; 0,
S. Edwards and \Villiam Edwards. During
these discouraging years of early settlement
years of doubt, forebodings and anxiety-the
few struggling settlers who were attempting to
found homes in the wilderness suffered ill'
numerable hardships incidental to frontier life.
Their nearest trading point was Walla Walla,
as it was also the nearest postoffice. Mail waS, ,
received at various and uncertain periods as
circumstances demanded a trip to the city for
provisions. But in 188z there was a noticeable

. I' . . . Th nell' settlersreVlva 111 ll11mIgratlOn. ese
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mal'n!)' Germans. They located in the

were '
coun;ry west of where the first comers had taken

their lands. Prominent among the 1882
~~ntingent were the families of Messrs. Rosen
of!. Bowers, Thiel, Kanzler and Schoessler.

The first nuptial ceremony in Adams coun
t.territorytookplace December 25,1882. The
:ontracting parties in this frontier wedding
,rere Mr. Albert Baily and Miss Ella Coss.
The second wedding was that of Mr. J. Sam
uel Edwards, who was married to Miss Nora

Harris, April IO, 1883.
At this period (1883) the entire country

from Snake river to the Colurilbia, through
Adams county, was one dense forest of bunch
grass; the habitat of the cowboy and the coy
ote and the cowboy's cayuse. The Northern
Pacific Railway Company had recently com
pleted its line across this great plain; the few
hardy pioneers scattered along the various wa
tercourses little dreamed of the wonderful
changes destined to eventuate within less than
two decades. In fact, quite a large number of
the settlers were, at this period, inclined to be
somewhat pessimistic; the optimist was an ex
ception to the rule. Still, the seasons of 1883
84 saw a large immigration into the country.
They became history makers as well as pio
neers. Among them were J. L. Johnson, S. A.
Wells, R. J. Neergaard, F. M. Egbers, Clark
Long, A. S. Newland, Frank Newland, Mr.
Schoell, T. W. Hauschild, N. H. Greene, O.
P. Tuttle, G. Gritman, F. Sheel, J. M. Com
paret, the Olsons, J. Turner, F. Ebner, Mr.
Ahlers and others.

Whitman county, from which Adams and
Franklin were carved, was created by Territor
Ial legislative act November 29, 1871. The
boundaries, however, were indefinite, and N0

vember 12, 1875, this act was repealed and the
following limitations prescribed for Whitman
COunty which at that period included both
Adams and Franklin counties.

"Whitman county shall be and consist of
all that territory commencing at a point where

the section line between sections 2 I and 28,
township 14 north of range 27 east, Willamette
Meridian, state of Washington, strikes the main.
body of the Columbia river on the west side of
the island; thence east on said section line to
township line between ranges 27 and 28 east;
thence north on said range line to the 4th stand
ard parallel; thence east on said parallel to the
Columbia guide meridian; thence north to 5th
standard parallel; thence east on said parallel to
the boundary line between Idaho and Washing
ton; thence south on said boundary line to the
mid-channel of Snake river; thence down the
mid-channel of Snake river to mid-channel of
Columbia river; thence up the mid-channel of
Columbia river to a point opposite the place of
beginning; thence east to the place of begin
ning. "

Thus the territory of \Vhitman remained,
including Adams and Franklin, until the two
latter counties wer.e set off in 1883. In that
year there were, perhaps, ISO men, women and
children within the limits of what is now Adams
county. Although the population at this period
was meagre, the enterprising seWers set to
work to organize 'a new county. Colfax was
the capital of Whitman county, as it is today,
and the people living in the settlement about
Ritzville found that it was a great inconven
ience to transact county business at a point so
far distant from their homes. Those who were
prominent factors in this county division move
ment were S. A. Wells, J. L. Johnson, R. J.
Neergaard, J. G. Bennett, William McKay, J.
B. Whittlesey, George Sinclair, Clark Long,
Darwin Keller, and others. Perhaps S. A.
Wells proved himself the leading spirit in the
project; at least he did the principal portion
of the lobbying. These, and possibly, others,
living in the Ritzville country, raised money
and dispatched Mr. Wells to Olympia where
he worked assiduously in the interest of the
bill. There was, in fact, but little opposition.
H. W. Fairweather, then a resident of Sprague,
opposed the measure, probably influenced by
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fear that the creation of Adams county might
jeopardize Sprague interests.

To S. A. Wells belongs the credit of hav
ing named both Adams and Franklin counties.
He was at the state capitol at the time of the
strenuous struggle attendant on the organiza
tion of Lincoln and Douglas counties. To him
it then seemed appropriate to confine the names
of the several counties in the Big Bend to those
which had been borne by the most patriotic
statesmen of ,the past. Accordingly, when he
drew the bills for the creation of two new coun
ties, . carved from Big Bend territory, he be
stowed upon them the names of Adams and
Franklin. Concerning the formation of Adams
county, and the location of the county seat at
Ritzville, Mr. Wells said:

"In looking over the map at a period when
Whitman county embraced both Adams and
Franklin, it one day occurred to me that Ritz
ville might be converted into a county capital.
Impressed with this idea I went to the railroad

•

station and broached the subject. The people
with whom I conversed pronounced the scheme
impracticable. They said 'It can't be done.'
I replied, 'Can't is a word I do not recognize
in my vocabulary.' On this line I proceeded
and against great obstacles and numerous dis
couragements succeeded in securing the for
mation of the two counties and the location of
the county seat of Adams county at Ritzville."

Following is the organic act as it passed
both houses and was approved by the gov
ernor:

"An Act to create and organize the County
,of Adams.

"Be it enacted by the legislative assembly
of the Territory of Washington:

"Sec. I. That Adams county shall be and
consist of all that territory of \Vhitman county
bounded as follows, towit: Beginning at tht,
northwest corner of township 14 north, range
28 east of the Willamette meridian; running
thence north to the 4th standard parallel; thence
east to the Columbia guide meridian; thence

north to the 5th standard parallel' the, nee east
on said parallel to the line between the

ranges
38 and 39; thence south on said line to h. . We~

It I11tersects the Palouse river in townShip 16.
thence down said river to where the Ii b'ne e.
tween townships 14 and 15 crosses said river'
thence west on said line to place of beginning:

"Sec. 2. That James G. Bennett, George
Sinclair, Sr., and J. L. Johnson are herebva .
pointed county commissioners of said co~nt~..

"Sec. 3- That the county commissioners
above rpmed are hereby authorized within
twenty days after the approval of this act, and
upon ten days' notice, to qualify and enter upon
the discharge of their duties as ,uch commis.
•

sioners, and are hereby empowered to appoint
all county officers necessary to perfect the or
ganization of said county, and the county com
missioners aforesaid, sheriff, auditor and other
officers appointed, shall hold their office until
the next general election, and until their suc
cessors are elected and qualified according to
law.

"Sec. 4- That the justices of the peace,
•

constables, road supervisors and other precinct
and school officers heretofore elected and qual
ified, and now acting as such, residing in that
portion of vVhitman, county which is, by the
provisions of this act, included in the county
of Adams, are hereby continued as such officers
in said county of Adams until the next gen
eral' election, and until their successors are duly

elected and qualified.
"Sec. 5. That the taxes levied and assessed

for the year 1883, on the persons and property
within the boundaries of Adams county. as
herein described shall be collected and paid to,
the treasurer of Whitman county, and after the
indebtedness of said county has been settled,
the treasurer of Whitman county, upon the de
mand of the treasurer of Adams county, shalf
pay to him the pro rata share of Adams county
of the money remaining on hand, on the first

'd s actu-Monday in May, 1884, from sal taxe .
88 PrOVided,ally collected for: the year 1 3·



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

~-------~--------

said demand shall not be made before the first
"onday of !lIay, 1884· And provided further,
1M said Adams cou~ty shall receive no part
of the property of WhItman county; ProvIded,

h'ng in this act shall exclude Adams countynot I

from its just proportion of its school money.
"See. 6. The county auditor of Adams

county is hereby authorized to take transcripts
of all reeords, documents and other papers on
file or of record in the office of the county audI
tor of Whitman county, which may be neces
sary to perfect the records of said Adams coun
tl' and for this purpose the auditor of Adams.,
countv shall have free access, without cost, to

•
the records and files in the office of said auditor
of Whitman county, and the certificate· of the
auditor of said Adams county, of the correct
ness of all records and files so transcribed by
him, shall have the same force and effect as if
made by the auditor of \Vhitman county.

··Sec. 7. That all suits that have been com
menced, or are now pending, in which Whit
man county is,a party, shall continue to be
prosecuted or defended by said \Vhitman coun
tl'. Said Adams county shall not be liable for
anI' judgment or cost, nor receive any benefits
or emoluments from any such suit or suits.

"Sec. 8. The county of Adams shall be at
tached to Spokane county for judicial purposes.

"Sec. 9. The county of Adams shall be
attached to Whitman county for legislative
purposes.

"Sec. 10. The county seat of Adams coun-
tl' is hereby temporarily located at the town of
Ritzville, until the next general election, at
which time the permanent location of the coun
tv seat shall be submitted to a vote of the peo
ple, and the place receiving the majority of votes
cast shall be the permanent county seat of said
Adams county.

"S. ec I I. This act shall take effect and be
In force from and after its approval.

"Approved November. 28, 1883."
December 9, 1883, the county of Adams

carne into official existence. On that eventful

date James G. Bennett, George Sinclair, Sr.,
and John L. Johnson, the gentlemen named in
the legislative act as commissioner for the new
county, assembled at Ritzville and formally or
ganized as a board. Their first official act, after
having taken the oaths 0 f office, was to name
the chairman of the board. On motion of Com
missioner Johnson, seconded by Commissioner
Bennett, Mr. Sinclair was chosen to preside as
chairman of the first board of commissioners
of Adams county. The choice of a name for
this new county appears to have been right in
line with a number of Big Bend counties, such
as Lincoln, Douglas and Franklin. To the
east lay a county named for the martyred Dr.
Marcus \Vhitman. while farther north, extend
ing to the Canadian boundary, were Ferry and
Stevens, named respectively for the first gov
ernor of the state of Washington, and the first
Territorial governor, Stevens.

The only other official act of this initial
meeting was the naming of Samuel A. \Vells
as county auditor. An adjournment was then
taken until Saturday, December 22.

There was considerable business transacted
at this adjourned meeting. A full list of county
officials was selected and duly appointed, the
names of whom will be found in the chapter
de\'oted to the political history of Adams coun
ty. The county was also divided into election
and road precincts, and such was the condition
of the county at that period that the commis
sioners were unanimous in the opinion that
two road districts only were sufficient for their
present requirements. All that portion of the
county lying north of the north boundary line
of township 17 was designated as Road Dis
trict No. I; and the same territory was thrown
into Election Precinct No. I. The polling
place was located at the town of Ritzville. All
that part of Adams county south of the boun
dary line (north) of township 17, was desig
nated as Road District No.2, and Election
Precinct NO.2. Of this precinct the home of
G. "V. Bassett, where the town of Washtucna
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Edwin Carrico ,. 12 iO

3252
9'1'

50 75
126)
II;8

9'1'
2] 21

Amount.
............... . , .$ 39 00

· . . .. .... .......... . . ...... , ....
· .. . . . ... . .. .

Name
Levi Ankeney
Henry Bower
Henry L. Brill . .

Albert Baily . . . . . . . . .. . .

James G. Bennett .
Theodore R. Brakefield .

B. W. Bunnefield . .
Frank DeCasta ..

Edwin B. Fletcher .
Cyrus French . .. ..· .
Henry Gehlken ..
Charles H. Gardner , ..

Robert McClellan 9 'I'
Frank A. Compton II I]

10 95H. M. Cass '............ . .
John A. Churchill II 4-l
W 'll' D . 217 80I lam espaln, ,
J. T. Despain 81 67
Dooley & Kirkman , 191 67
D. M. Drumheller............................ 9 'I'
Edward McDonnell 19 80

84 1W. G. Ferguson. " ' .
IO 81

9 80
1268
148

5 80
F. W. Hauschild . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. '448
]. J. HugheS" , " . . 748
Allen Hilton .

495°Hooper Brothers & Preston , '] 2)

Mrs. Agusta Harris ..

for territorial revenue the sum of two d
. an one-

half mills on the dollar; for road fund th
. e SUln

. of three mills on the dollar' for sup, port. of
schools the sum of two mills on the doll. ar;and
the same IS hereby declared levied and a. . ssessed
by the board, and the county auditor is a d. r ered

. to extend the same at the proper time upon the
assessment· roiL"

L~ter an add~tional assessment of one-quar.
h:r mill was leVied for the territorial peniten_
tiary fund. The following is taken from the
tax roll for the year 1884, it having been com.
piled by the assessor July 31, 1884; number of
acres assessed,' 24,54°; number of acres im
proved. 106; full cash value of all land as
sessed, $62,965; full value of improvements,
$3,35°; full value of personal property, $gi.
351; total valuation of all property assessed,
$175,444; total amount of taxes, $4,746.7°.

Following were the taxpayers and amounts
of their taxes as appears on the assessment roll

for 1884:

now stands, was designated as the polling place.
For Precinct No.1 Darwin Keller was named
justice of the peace and James S. Edwards,
constable. John Kanzler was made road super
visor of District No. I. George \V. Bassett
was chosen supervisor for District NO.2. At
a meeting held May 5, 1884, Precinct NO.3
was formed, consisting of townships 18, 19
and 20, in ranges 37 and 38, and the house of
Robert Downs was named as the voting place.

At the meeting of December 22, arrange
ments were made .for renting a room for court
house purposes, and for the purchase of neces
sary books and county records.

The first settlement with the new county
treasurer was made by the commissioners at
their meeting of May 5, 1884. The following is
from the commissioners' journel of the pro
ceedings of that day:

"The commissioners and 'auditor, on exam
ining the funds in the hands of the treasurer
find that there ought to be in his hands the sum
of one hundred and two dollars and eighty
cents, and further find that he has that sum in
gold and silver coin of the United States."

June 16, 1884, the proceedings are contin
ued:

"Upon examination it was found that the
taxable property of the county of Adams is
about one hundred and sixty-seven thousand
dollars ($167,000), and upon due calculation
it is estimated and determined that it will be
necessary to raise the sum of eleven hundred
and sixty-nine dollars ($1,169.00) for county
purposes. five hundred and one dollars ($5°1)
for road purposes, four hundred and seventeen,
dollars and fifty cents ($417.5°) for territorial
purposes, and three hundred and thirty-four
dollars ($334) for school purposes. Upon mo
tion duly seconded and carried by the unani
mous vote of the board, it is ordered and de
clared that there shall be levied upon all the
taxable property in Adams county for the as
sessment! of the year, 1884-for ordinary coun
ty revenue the sum of seven mills on thedoltar ;
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G. H. Tiel .

Lewis Reed .

Jacob Tiel .

Cynthia Bennett .

35 71
990
668

3960
31 68
8 62
865

4667
29 70
95 63
1194
996

36
II 19
5788
2970

7 73
74

990
II 19

276 95
II 33
23 83
1090
12 79
15 34
12 30

898
990

60 27
2 78

24
990

39 60
7220
590

20 75
590
4 "4

3497
474
990

7777
II&>
7 26

Amount.
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Edward Brewster ................•.......•...
Ans'el Bald\vin .

W. H. Reed .

D. S. Baker .

Henry Tiel .

George W. Harris ....•.....•....•.....•..•...
Henry Fowler . , " .

P. J. Olson .. ,. " ". ". '" ..•..... , .

Earl 5tanlq ..............•...................

Darwin Keller .

Frederick Schultz .
Mrs. Elizabeth Scholl ..

W. U. Tel. Co .

Conrad vVol;burn ....•.....•....••....•..•...
J. B. Whittlesey .
Jacob vVeber .............................•...
Caroline M. Wingard .

Frank R. Upham ..

Emma J. Johnson .

Henry Kihn .

John Wagner ..
John Wallace ............•..•..•.......•..•...
Cornelius G. \\fhite ...•..•..•..•..•..•........
David Wilson ..........••..•.....•....•..•...
Martin Weller .

Alexander McLeod .

John, Tiel .

George A. Miller , •....
Henry Morrison .......•.....•..•....•........

William H. Kennedy .

~uiS' Neace .

Clark I....ong .

Name
Samuel Hutchinson

Frank K. Johnson " . '" .. , .....•.....

Charles W. Nessley .

John Link .

Franz C. Pibstein ............•........•....•..
E. Quackenbush .......................•.....
Miss Clara A. Ritz .......•..•................
Charles O. Richardson .
Philip Ritz .............•..•.......•.........
John F. Rosenoff ..
George Sinclair .........•........•...........

According to the legislative act creating
Adams county Ritzville was named as the tem
porary county seat, and it was provided that
the permanent seat of government should be
selected at the general election of 1884. But
as Ritzville was the only place in the new coun
ty resembling a town there \~as no candidate
for the honor ~'i:cept Ritzville. Follo\\'ing is

N. P. Hall .

Joseph Kissler ...............•..•..•..........

James M. Kennedy .

G. H. ~forgan .
R. }. Neergaard .
Frank ·W. Nessiey .....•..•....•..•...........

Hugh Rankin .
James Worrell .
John Schaffer .

Samuel A. Wells .........•....•.•..•....•....
George H. Atkinson .

Alexander Stewart .
Emil Scholl .
B. 1. Sharpstein .

Amount.
Name & Groves . . . • . . • . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . .. 38 ' QHearl • .' . • • '\U

L.johnson ·························15851
:iiSS Tina Johnson. .. . . .. .. .. . . •. .. .. .. . .. . . . . 4 95
iVilliam McKay ......•.....•................. 24 31

H Kanzler .....•........•.......•..•. 16 05G<orge· . .
'.. N Kennedy ......•.....•.........•...... 286 60

Mb~ .
jacob Keefer , ., .......•• , , . . . . . . . 6 74
john B. Keefer ........•....... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 19 &>
james R. Kennedy , .. .• .. •. .. .. .. .. .. •. 81 67
George Lucas 35 67
Adam Link .. , . . . . . • . • . • . . . • • • • • • . . . • . • . . • . . .• J 0 08
T. W. Martin , , .. " .• .. .. •. .• . . . . . . 5 19
William Mar 28 57

1194
2 97

29 70
S. Peterson ...........•..•.........•.•...•... 75 29
Andrew McQueen ...•..•............•....... 127 00

II. W. Feekheimer , ....•...... , " . . 99 00

llalcom Reed . .. . .. .. . .. . .. . .. . . .. . . . . .. .. . . .. 35 50
13 61
24 81
748
6 63

148 &>
99

990
6 30
898

1909
148
396

George W. Bassett ...............•....... . . . .. 50 13
E. H. Boyer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . .. 34 65
Joseph Brown ..............•....•....•....... 15 90
Alfred Babcock . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • I 2 37
}. F. Boyer 74 25
Dt,nis H. Carrico . . . . • . . . . . . . . . .• . . . . . . . .. 17 60
j. F. Collier . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . • . . • . • . . • . . . . • .. I 3 04

Fnnk A. Colwell 12 37
]. F. Cass. Sr..... :::: ~: : ~ : ~ ~ ~: : ~ ~: ~: : : ~ ~ : : : :: 147 rY7

;:,~ ~;;~~II ............................. '0 J2

}. E. Despain ~.. .. .. . . .. . . .. .. .. .. . .. . . .. 138 66
Th ·J· .. · .. · .. ·· 792O
Ste~~:sD~;~;:h~li.......•.•..•..........•.... 171 75
\r. ···························7920
. r,. S. A. McDonell
George Delany .......•.•.... : . . . . . . . . . . 9 90
H W . . 138 60

. . Fatrweather 0_
Louis Fannef . .. . . .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .... 19 C'AJ

joseph W. Foot~' . .. . . .. . . . . • . .• .. . . .. .• .. . . . . . 49
F. ll. Greene 9 90
Gage 1. Gritman 57 59
Mbert J. Hoope~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • . . . . . . .. 3.38, 8~
Augusta Hil . . . . . • . • • • . . .. . . . . • . • • . . . . . . . ...

II n 7 Q.) Doper Brothers ....•. " .... " •..• " . . . . . ""
.ll. Rarns . .. . ... . . . .. . .. .. .. .. . ... . . .. 84 92

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . 8 9 I
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the official act of the commissioners in announc

. ing the result of the vote:
"The auditor, reporting to the board that at

the general election held as follows:
". Tovember 4, 1884, for the permanent lo

cation of the county seat, Ritzville received a
majority of the votes cast, as is shown by the
report of the board of commissioners. Upon
motion of Commissioner Bennett, which was
duly recorded and carried by the unanimous
vote of the board, it is declared and ordered
that Ritzville is, and shall be the permanent
county seat of Adams county."

The court house building and lot was pur
chased from N. H. Greene in 1885, the price
paid being $5°0. This property" was sold ill
1901, purchased for $1,650 by Henry A. Bier.

The following from the Territorial session
laws of 1885-6 relates to a subject of consid
erable importance to the people of Ritzville,
and, in fact to entire Adams county at that
time. It is a history of an attempt to secure
water by means of an artesian well system :,

"An act to provide for the sinking of arte
sian \\'ellS in the counties of Adams and Frank
lin, Washington Territory, and appropriating
money therefor:-"Be it enacted by the legislative assembly
of the Territory of Washington:

"Sec. I. That the sum of six thousand
dollars ($6,000) be and is hereby appropriated
ottt of the general fund of the Territory for the
purpose of sinking artesian wells in Adams and
Franklin counties, in order to ascertain if arte
sian water can be obtained in the desert land
district of Eastern \·Vashington.

"Sec 2. That H. N, Greene, T, \V. Mar

tin, of Adams county, and J. W. O'Keefe, of
Franklin county, shall constitute a board of
commissioners. to act without salary or other
compensation. It shall be the duty of such
commissioners, on or before April I, 1886, to
locate the place for sinking such well or wells
and they are hereby authorized to accept a do
nation to the county in which said well is to be

bored, of .at least one acre of land bo d' .
h 'h r enng

on t e hlg way, and shall notify the" ,govern_
or as soon as saId place has been selected
said land obtained, and shall forward to ~~
the deed of said land with a plat thereof sh .
., . h-
mg Its locatIOn.

"Sec. 3, Should any of the commission.
ers herein named fail to qualify, the governor

I shall fill the vacancy by the appointment of
I some citizen of the same county of which the

commissioner failing to qualify \vas a resident.

"Sec. 4· Within ten (10) days after notice
from said commissioners that the land has been
obtained and the place located, it shall be the

i duty of the governor to ad\'ertise for bids to
I

I sink such well, by the foot, and he shall let the
I contract to the lowest bidder.·'
i
i The money proyided for in this bill was ex-
I pended, but was barren of result. The con·
i 'tractors failed to secure \vater, and the project
i was subsequently abandoned.
i An interesting article, describing Adams
: county and the conditions prevailing at that

early day, "'as printed in the Adams COl/Illy

Record on February 16, 1886. The sketch was
: \Hitten by \V. F. Xe\dand, who had cast his

lot with the county some years previous, and
was in answer to numerous inquiries he had
receiyed, from the east, concerning the then
'little kno\n1 Big Bend country. Mr. J\ewland

I estimated the population of Adams counlY at
•

500, and of Ritzville at 150. The follOll'jng

are extracts taken from this letter:
"'Ve have two schools in the county, both

public schools; the school term in Ritzville was
six months this season; next year we propose
to have a nine-months' session, We also have
a good Union Sunday School, and regular
preaching twice a month by a talented Congre
gational preacher, and Methodist sernce. 10

k S eral denomlOa-German every four wee s. ev .
. h h d veil in unitytlOns are represented ere w a \

as brethren in Christ and worship in the one

church.
"\Ve will have an election in June under
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local optiOh law, to do away with saloons in
l1e bel" 1
h
· ount)' which we leve we wIl carry. In

tlS C ' ..
I is connection I will say that we have as order-
;~ and quiet a class of citizens as I ever saw in
;nv of the eastern states. RItzvIlle IS sur
ro~nded by a very extensive agricultural and I

razing country. Cow Creek and Crab Creek,g .
besides a good number of springs, afford water

for many horses, cattle and sheep. \Vest of
town are ten thousands of acres covered with
bunch grass, and not a head of stock on it. By
the way, this bunch grass is as rich and nutri
tious as Kentucky's celebrated blue grass, and
standing uncut all winter does not seem to in
jure it. The bunch grass does not get tall
enough to make hay fast, but we make fine hay
from wheat, rye and oats. This, certainly, is a
fine stock country, where stock can graze eleven
and twelve months in the year. There are fine
hogs in the territory, but few in this county. I
understand they are exempt from cholera here.

"Crab Creek is about IS miles north of
RitZl'ille and Cow Creek ten miles east-both
flOlving a large body of water the year around,
and both stocked with trout. There ar,e some
springs in the county, but most of us have to
dig wells from lo to lOS feet deep. An appro
priation of $6,000 was made by our legislature,
which just adjourned, to sink an artesian
well in this county. There is no danger \vhat
ever from Indians. There is not a Chinaman

or a negro in the county; no wild animals ex
cept the harmless ·coyote. I have seen only one

snake since I have been in the county. \Ve have
but little game; ducks and geese on the creeks;
jack rabbits on the prairie. Have no rats to
trouble us. We have no flies to torment stock,

but have a few house flies. \Ve have little mud
-aeout two inches when frost comes out of
the ground. It is very dry now, except for the
melting of the little snow that fell this morn

109, which was all gone today before noon. \Ve

hve in box houses, unplastered. A large num
ber of settlers only have their cook stoves for
II' .

armmg their houses; yet all keep comfort-

able. On account of our short, mild winters we
do not use much fuel. \Ve have no coal or

•

building stone; have a herd law against sheep
and hogs, hence two or three barbed wires, with
posts 30 feet apart is our fence.

"The country is too new to afford to hire
much labor, but the old settled counties east of
us give us plenty of work at good wages, $25
to $30 per month for hands. Good work
horses can be bought for $200 per pair; cows
with young calf about $50. Grain and pota
toes one cent per pound; extra C sugar ten
pounds to the dollar; green coffee, Rio, six
pounds; flour $4.00 per barrel; bacon 12 cents;
beef six to eight cents; dry goods about five
per cent higher than in the east. Pine lumber

is worth in Ritzville, rough, $18; dressed $25
alid $30; shingles, $4 per thousand; cedar fence
posts ten cents each; 1'\ umber 8 cook stove,
complete, $32; fourteen-inch stubble plow, $20;
Concord tug harness, $35 per pair; chain har
ness, $18; 3Y-1 broad track, mountain brake,
standard make wagons, $125.

,.About the nearest vacant government land

to Ritzville is five to six miles. Of course you
understand the railroad company owns all odd
numbered sections, and sells on ten years time,
7 per cent interest; price $2 to $4. From six
. .
miles out in any direction is plenty of as pretty
land as you wish. North and west of town the

land is only gently rolling.
"Do\\'n the railroad, twelve miles below

Ritz\'ille, is a station called Paha. The land is
vacant on both sides of the road, square up to
the station. The land there is more rolling
than around Ritzville, but is splendid soil. This
would be a fine place to establish a Christian

colony and build a church. The government
gives 160 acres homestead to the settler after

he has lived on it five years; gives 16o acres
under the timber culture law by raising ten

acres of timber; pre-emption of 160 acres, you
pay $2.50 an acre at the time of proving up,
and as stated above most all the railroad land

is unsold.
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"Now for the drawbacks. The want of Kahlotus and Connell was, for ape' d
. . fIO , taken

churches and schools, and, I might add, the up, but IS now relaId through \V h
h f f C I

. as tucna
want of society, because t ere are very ew 0 ou ee.
us here; these will be overcome in the course With the exception of the last few

f Y I bea · be" 'h yearsof a very ew y~ars. ou must, a so, r: III gmmng WIt 19°1, when the rush of' .'
. . . Imml_

mind-those of you who are poor III purse gratlOn to Adams county was somethl'. ng un-
that you cannot go to a new country and com- precedented in the history of an agricultural
mence making money the first year off your: country, the bulk of the county's population
land, and it takes money to live on until you came during the years 1888, 1889 and 1890
can get eIPployment or raise something. You According to the government census of 18 '
ask me, 'How much is the least money I ought the population had reached to 2,098. 90,
to start with?' That I cannot say. I have By the proceedings of the Adams county
given you the cost of your tickets to get here, board of commissioners, for December 28
the price of stock, provisions, etc., and you will 1891, it is learned that they decided to bon~

. have to figure that for yourselves. vVater, or the county in the sum of $20,000 for the pur
rather· the lack of it, is our serious drawback. pose of erecting a court house. This proposi
It takes time, money and work to dig a well. tion was favored by Commissioners Kretzer
Our rainfall in the spring is not always suffi- and Smith, but opposed by Commissioner II
cient to give us good crops. Yet it takes but del'. But the bonds were voted and the can.
very little rain in the spring to make our crops; tract for building the edifice was let to Messrs.
The ground gets very dry here in the summer. Burnham & Clapp, of Spokane, for $19,945,
Vve have good prospects for excellent crops The $20,000 in bonds were issued in denomin
this year, as the ground is wet now to a depth ations of $1,000 each, bearing six per cent. in
of two feet or more. I will say that anyone terest, due in 20 years. It was, also, provided
who is financially able ought to come and look that the county could payoff this indebtedness
for himself. I am thoroughly satisfied here." any time after the expiration of ten years,

The branch railroad from Moscow, Idaho, August 20, 1892, the court house was officially
to Connell, Franklin county, which passes accepted by Adams county.
through the southeastern portion of Adams Another proposition which met with a fate
county, was built in 1886. An organization similar to the artesian well was a proposition
known as the Oregon Improvement Company made by the Swisher: Rain Company to come to
planned the construction of this road. The Adams county and make a test. Following is
money was furnished by the Oregon Railroad an extract from the proceedings of the board
& Navigation Company. This line passed into of commissioners for February 24, 1892 :

the hands of the· Northern Pacific Railroad . "In the matter of accepting the Swisher
Company about the time it was completed, and Rain Company's proposition to make it rain:
that company operated it for a year. Then "The Swisher Rain Company will come to

heavy rains caused Washtucna Lake to over- Adams county, Vvashington, and make a ralll
flow and destroyed a section of the track. The test in amount not less than one-half inch at
Northern Pacific company abandoned the oper- some point within a radius of 25 miles of the
ation of the road and it was taken over by the point of operation, for the sum of $600, the
Oregon Railway & Navigation Company. They commissioners to furnish a suitable building for
built a higher grade where it had overflowed the operation. Said rain test to be made durin~
and continued to operate it in a desuitory man-I the month of May, 1892. The above proposi'
nero The trackage of that portion between tio referred to being filed in this office February
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24 1892, A. S. Elder moved t<;> accept the prop
osition of the Swisher Rain Company, which
was duly seconded by P. L. Kretzer. This

motion prevailed. .
"The board hereby appoints a committee of

five to correspond and make all necessary ar
rangements and see that said proposition is
fully carried out. Said committee are as fol
low~: W. E.' Blackner, Hiner Dorman, L. L.
Sulton, Perry Kaufman and Walter Reeder."

But the "Rainmaking" finn failed to'put in
an appearance at the stipulated time, and the

scheme was abandoned.
As in other counties of the Big Bend the

"squirrel" pest gave great annoyance to the
Adams county fanners, beginning with 1887
and continuing intermittently until 1894. A
portion of this period ~he commissioners gave
bounties for squirrel scalps, and in 1894 re
sorted to strychnine. This they purchased in
large quantities, and sold a limited amount to
the farmers at cost.

During the year 1895 the county appears
to have suffered a business depression. April
4, J896, the RitZ-ville Times said:

"Beginning with the early days of Our
Lord, 1895, and continuing up to date, more
old timers have shaken the dust of Adams
county off their feet than in the long decade
previous, since Ritzville boasted of nothing but
a red board depot, two switch targets and a
lot of signs reading 'Land Office,' or 'Railroad
and Government Lands.' Merchants, farmers,
business and professional men-in fact men of
all sorts and conditions, rich and poor, have
knocked loose their tent stakes and trekked for
fields they hoped would prove more fertile and
for pastures, mayhap, more green. A very few
months more of such rapid changes and it
would be a difficult matter to place one's finger
upon a citizen of Ritzville who could claim a
residence long enough to vote."

Under these conditions there was, neces
sarily, but little history-making of any note.
So late as May 14, 1898; an attempt to organ

49

ize an Old Settlers' Society proved a failure
temporarily. One meeting was held at the court
house in Ritzville, that day, of which Mr. Hiner
Dorman was chairman and D. N. McDonald
secretary. Initiatory steps, toward organiza
tion only were taken. But there were prosper
ous times in 1897 and 1898. Those were the
years of the "bumper" crops. Their result is
thus told by the Adams COlUlty Ne-d.'S of Au
gust 24, 1898:

"Our county is taking a very healthy
growth. Hundreds of new settlers are coming'
in and improving the vacant lands. The coun
ty is dotted all over with fine, well-built houses,
good barns and other substantial signs of well
filled purses. Our famlers are out of debt, and
many of them have a snug sum in the bank
which practically insures them against crop
failure for a long time to come."

A year subsequently the Rit::<oillc Timcs
estimated the population of Adams county as
•
between 4,000 and 5,000 inhabitants. At a
preliminary meeting held in the court house at
Ritzville the project of an Old Settler's Asso
ciation was revi\'ed, November 17, 1899, and
the following officers selected: Francis M.
Egbers, president; Andrew S. Newland, secre
tary, and Mrs. Ella Thompson, treasurer. The
first regular meeting was held June 7, 1900.
Eligibility to membership was based on a per
son being 21 years of age and ha"ing come into
Adams county not later than 1888.

The population of the county by precincts,
according to the l:nited States census of 1900
was: Cow Creek Precinct, 140; Fletcher, 654;
Seman, 651; Hatton, 684; Lind, 762; Low,
423; McQueen" 169; Ritzville, No. I, 596;
Ritzville, No.2, co-extensive with RitzviJle
town. 761. Total population of county, 4,840.

October 2, 1900, Adams county had been
raised to the 21st class. From 1900 to 1903
there was a gain in population of nearly 100
per cent., the figures being as follows: popula

tion in 1900, 4,84°; in 1903, 9,646. The 1903
census is estimated from statistics in the office
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of the state superintendent of public instruc
tion, and is based on the school. reports from
the se\'eral county superintendents.

The settlement of Adams county during the
years 1900 and 1901 was rapid. The records
of the Walla .\Valla land office, which has super
vision over only a part of Adams county, show
that during the year ending July I, 19°1, there
were homestead entries covering 63,953 acres
in that county. The Spokane Spokesmall-Re
view in July, 19°1, speaking of the surprising
growth of the county, said:

"To Adams and Franklin counties most of
this year's attention has been directed. The
rush to both has been phenomenal, although
there is lots of land left yet. Since 1897 there
have been no dry seasons, and a bountiful crop
has resulted each year. This has induced old
timers to pro\·e up, and immigrants, seeing the
trend, have rushed in and done the same thing.
Every odd section in Adams county belongs
to the Northern Pacific, so that no two gov
ernment sections can join. \Vithin the last
eighteen months the Northern Pacific has sold
sections at prices ranging from 50 cents to $5
per acre. Last October and November came a
sudden raise because of the hea\'y immigra
tion. Then prices advanced all along the line
on a sliding scale, not receding with the winter
and still remaining up. \Vith the immigration
of this fall and next spring there will, doubtless,
be a corresponding advance on the prices of
last fall. This will continue, it is thought, un
til the lanels are all taken up. The demand has

created the price. The Northern Pacific a .
praIses every acre of its land and then dP
. '. graes
It. At a consen'atlve estimate to IJur Iclasers
the appraisements ha \'e raised the last eighteen
months 200 per cent.

"The result of the sudden rise in railroad
land values has caused the advent of the spetu-
latar. In from two to five months sections
have been sold at double the purchase money.
The land office here reports instances of $2,500
bemg cleared m three months on a section, the
land selling at $7 an acre. As in an countries
thrown open to settlement it is now a case of
'get it quickly' or be left. Commuted home
steads in Adams county may be obtained from
the government for $1.25 an acre for land out
side the primary railroad limits and double that
figure for inside land."

August 20, 1903, Adams county was raised
to the 18th class, the population having reached
over 7,000, and less than 8,000. Being reo
troactive this action took effect in January of
that year.

The county of Adams, peopled by progres
sive and law-abiding citizens, has the 100I'est
percentage in court record and mortality of
any county in the state. In one year a total of
$300,000 was 'expended in farm improvements
and $600,000 eastern capital was attracted and
spent here in the purchase of farm lands at
greatly increased valuations. During the year
19°°5,000,000 bushels of wheat were sold from
the county, the profits being in the hands of
farmers.
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CITIES AND TOWNS.

The county of Adams has many young,
•

but growing towns, and they are coming into
prominence rapidly. Considedng the youth
of the county their growth and prosperity are
pleasureable surprises. To Ritzville, the coun
ty seat, must of course, be awarded first place,
a town with a population at present of about
2,000. It is located on the Northern Pacific
Railway, sixty-five miles southwest of Spo
kane. The claim is made for Ritzville, and
there seems none to dispute the statement, that
it is the largest wheat-shipping station in the
world. By this is meant, of course, that it is
the most extensive primary shipping point;
drawing the grain directly from local farmers,
the first handlers of the wheat.

The first permanent settlers in north Adams
county came in 1880. Early the following
year the first building was erected on the site
of the present town of Ritzville. This was an
eight-mom house built by William McKay.
At that period the railroad graders on the
!\orthern Pacific line were working in this vi
cinity. McKay's place was utilized as an im
provised hotel for the accommodation of these
laborers and the transient trade connected with

. their trade. The arrival of the railroad in the
summer vf 1881 brought more people to the
country. About the same time Mr. McKay
erected the second building in the extremely
youthful town. In this edifice McKay put a

. small stock of dry goods and groceries. Mr.
J B. Whittlesey, agent for the Northern Rail
way Company, at the Ritzville station, was in

-terested with Mr. McKay in this pioneer store,

The third building on the townsite was the de
pot, erected in the autumn of 1881. No other
improvements were made that year, and O. H.
Greene, who, with his family came to Ritzville,
in April, 1882, has said that at the time -of his
arrival there were scarcely fifty people in the
place. School was conducted in a "lean-to" on
some generous man's house. Everyone drew
water from the same fountain-the railroad
tank-and it was not thought that water could
be obtained by digging. The only meeting
house was the dining room of the hotel, and
the hotel was the depot. This apartment, also,
served as a dance hall, and occasional theatrical
exhibitions were given therein. The first ware
house in Adams county was built by the North
ern Pacific Elevator Company, at Ritzville. It
was afterwards purchased by Whittlesey & Bar
ronette. The initial religious service was held
at Ritzville-also the first in Adams county.
This was on April 2, 1882. On that day the
First Congregational church was organized.
An interesting paper concerning the history of
this church was read at the last services held
in the old church building, Sunday evening,
April 14, 1901, by Mrs. J. G. Bennett. The
following is an extract from the article:

"In giving a sketch of the organization and
history of the First Congregational church of
Ritzville, time carries us back to the spring of
1881, when Ritzville was a fiction-a product
of the imagination. Dr. G. H. Atkinson was
Home Missionary for the Congregational
churches of Oregon and Washington Territory
at that time. The reverend gentlemen in trav-
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II uninhabited prairie, with no settleme t .' .
. . nIl· Ithm

Imany, many mIles of us, WIth the exce t'• P Ion of

I
a few stockmen along the streams among h

.. ' II' am
I were the famlhes of Mrs. Cerita :\Ieyer and ~lr.

I J: F. Coss. Both of these families hal'e .. .. . Slllce
become Identified WIth us in church work.

"On the second day of April, 1882, the First
Congregational church was organized with the
following members and officers: Mr. and ~lrs.

George Sinclair, Mr. and .Mrs. William ~[c

Kay and Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Bennett, these
persons all having letters from the Congrega
tional church at Canton, South Dakota. The
articles of faith and covenant of Roy's :!Ilanual
were read by Dr. Atkinson and accepted by the
members, and we were thus constituted a church
of Christ. The right hand of fellowship was
given by Mr. Atkinson; George Sinclair was
chosen deacon and J. G. Bennett, clerk.

On the ninth clay of .\pril we organized our
Sabbath School and kept it up until October,
I"hen we were obliged to discontinue on ac
count of having no suitable room in which to
meet. HOII'el'er, we reopened the school in the
spring. \ Ve met with many discouragements
at times, but QUI' motto II'as to persevere. SOllie
of the children whose names were enrolled in

I the first Sunday Schooel record of Ritzl'ille,
and are still residents of this place, are Messrs.
Jesse and Claud Harris, Oscar Edll'ards,
Charles Sinclair, Van Bennett, Mrs. Henry
Horn, Mr. and Mrs. S. A. Edwards. Mesdames
J. M. Comparet, E. D. Gilson, W. W. Zent. and
Mrs. J. B. vVhittlesey, mother of Mrs. Zent.
Dr. Atkinson made two more I'isits during the
year, and the following spring the Rev. F. H.
Fruicht, with several German families. among
whom were the Rosenoffs, Kanzlers, Bowers,
and Thiels settled here. Rev. Fruicht came
with these people as their pastor-these good
people did not believe in going out into the wIl·
derness with their flocks without a shepherd.

. ched
During the summer the Rev. FrUlcht prea
twice a month for the English speaking~

. spnn"
pIe. That year and the foIlo\VJl1g •

'Oh, God, beneath Thy guiding hand'
Our exiled Father's crossed the sea.'

e1ing over the country had no Pullman or com
fortable day coach in which to ride. Ritzville
had not at that time heard the whistle of a lo
comotive. He traveled by wagon, and the way
for miles led through sections of cactus, sage
brush and alkali, in summer time the earth
parched and dry, overhead a blistering sun;
habitations few and far between. In making
one of these trips between Po·rtland and Spo
kane, he stopped at the home of \Villiam Mc
Kay and from them learned that there were !

•
some families in the neighborhood who were I
Congregationalists. Mrs. McKay asked him to I

stop at some time when on his way to Spokane ',
and preach, as the people would be glad to have i,
religious service. He came again the following I
spring, but found that she who had so kindly I
invited him had passed away, and instead of a I
cheerful and happy home, as he found before, !
a lonely one greeted him. I

"On the 2d day of April, 1882, the first i
public religious sen'ices were held in Ritzville
at the home of Mr. McKay, twenty-three per
sons attending. The ReI'. Atkinson preached
from the second chapter of Colossians, first to
seventh verse. By a vote of the congregation
a Union Sunday School was organized. J. G.
Bennett was elected superintendent and Mrs.
]. B. \Vhittlesey, secretary. In the el'ening
services were held at the home of J. G. Bennett,
with t"'enty persons in attendance. Rev. At
kinson's subject was 'Our Heavenly Father's
Care of En>ry Little One.' illl.lstrNed by the
Shepherd's care of everyone of his flock. \Ve
sang the Forefather's Day Hymn, beginning
with

"\Ve had not been exiled, nor had we crossed
the sea, but in some way those who sang the
hymn that day could realize in a measure what
the Pilgrim Fathers meant. We had left in
our eastern homes all that was near and dear
to us; there were just a few of us here on the
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brought the families of J. L. Johnson, S. A.
Wells, N. H. Greene, O. P. Tuttle and others.
Rev. J. L. McCullum, pastor of the Congre
gational church at Sprague, preached onc.e a.
month during the summer. The Rev. FrUlcht
gave his time to German work. The church
was incorporated Apnl 2 I, 1884.

"In the spring of 1885 Dr. Atkinson came
again-this time to see what could be done
about building a church. Some said 'It can't
be done; there is no use talking about it.' But
others said 'Yes, "\ve must have a church, for
in building churches we help the state to be
founded on virtue and truth and loyalty to all

that is good.'
"The subscription paper for this church

was quite a modest looking sheet compared
with the new church, which pledges now about
$4,000. We are indebted to M r. N. H. Greene,
of Spokane, who has carefully preserved the
old subscription paper for the list of names
on it. They are:

"ReI'. G. H. Atkinson, J. R. Whittlesey.
William McKay, W, L. Ferguson, S. A. Wells,
N. H. Greene, G. Scheel, J. G. Bennett, Joseph
Bergmatter, T. Gazon, Peter Olson, VV. F.
Despain, George Sinclair, R. J. Neergaard.
]. B. Lister, J. W. Ireland, J. W. Smith, J.
M. Harris, F. M. Egbers and J. Allen.

"The contract was let to N. H. Greene the
25th day of July, 1885. The church was dedi
tated November IS, 1885: services being con
ducted by Rev. Atkinson assisted by Rev. F.
M. Egbers. Mr. and Mrs. Egbers united with
the church that day by letter from the M. E.
church of Stillwell, Illinois, and Mrs. Sarah
and Emma Olson by confession of faith. Dr.
Atkinson's work was finished here about that
time."

In the Summer of 1883 Mr. J. L. J ohn
SOn cart\e from Walla 'vValla and purchased
the store business of Mr. McKay. A post

ofIice was established and Mr. Johnson became
POStmaster. Prior to the establishment of ·the
PDstoffice the mail for Ritzville people, and

some others, was handled at the express office
by the agent, Mr. Whittlesey. During the
spring of 1884 Messrs. N. H. Greene and

•

Clark Long formed a partnership and put in
the second store in Ritzville. Although the
store building was small they had a large stock,
.and the enterprise was quite an event in the
history of the town.

The first Fourth of July celebration held
in Ritzville was that of 1884. The following
account of the initial celebration in Adams
county's capital city appeared in a Sprague
paper shortly following the event:

"Ritzville celebrated our national anni
versary for the first time. The program was
a success in every way and reflected credit on
the ladies and gentlemen who arranged it.
The choir consisting of Mesdames N. H.
Greene, S. A. Wells, F. Johnson, the Misses
Tuttle, Maggie Sinclair, Messrs. S. A. Wells,
R. J. Neergaard and others sang the national
airs with the spirit of 1776. Rev. F. M.
Egbers was chaplain of the day, and Rev. R.
J. Neergaard read the Declaration of Inde
pendence. Hon. S. A. Wells delivered the
oration, proving himself to be a fine speaker.
Justice Shepard made a short, but interesting
speech, telling us that James Russell Lowell
proposed a new beatitude:

" 'Blessed is he who has nothing to say and
cannot be persuaded to say it.'

"The tables were loaded with everything
good. Marshal Shultz kept the best of order,
so nothing unpleasant occurred. The party
in the evening at Mr. J. B. \Vhittlesey's was
well attended. At the celebration proper there
was an attendance of about fifty people."

The status of Ritzville at the beginning of
the year 1886, when it was the only town in
the county, is learned from a letter written by
\V. F. Newland, February 9th, of that year.
It was published in the Adams Count)' Record.
Mr. Newland who had been in -the country
three years, wrote the letter in answer to num
erous inquiries he had received from the east
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concerning Ritzville and Adams county gen
erally. Extracts from this article, relating
more particularly to Ritzville, are here repro
duced :

"Ritzville is the county seat on the N orth
ern Pacific railway. I understand that two
years ago only a sectiorl house, depot and water
tank were there! population now about 150.

The town now contains one newspaper, three
stores, two hotels, Congregational church, one
livery stable, two blacksmith shops, one har
ness maker, one lumber yard, one butcher shop,
one saloon (closed), one school house, 28 by
40 feet, two stories high, with 63 scholars and
two teachers. The building cost $1,200 and is
surmounted by a fine bell.

"It is believed that Ritzville will be as it
ought, the main shipping point for a number
of years, for a large portion of the Big Bend
country; a large amount of territory capable
of supporting a heavy population. Ritzville
is the nearest railway point to that section, with
good, natural way for roads. The point that
secures the trade and holds it is bound to
prosper."

During the spring of 1886 a petition, signed
by the electors of precinct number I, Adams
county, which included the town of Ritzville,
was presented to the county commissioners
asking for a special election to vote on the
question whether or not intoxicating liquors
should be sold within the limits of the pre
cinct. This request of the petitioners was
granted by the commissioners who called the
election to be held in Ritzville June 4, 1886.
Of this election D. Keller and F. M. Egbers
were named as j uc1ges. and J. J. Comparet. in
spector. The vote resulted as follows: Total

number of votes cast, 55; for prohibition, 24;
against prohibition, 31; majority against, 7.

Ritzville was named in honor of Philip
Ritz, the first settler in the "Ritzville Country."

•

When the Northern Pacific railroad was being
built through eastern \Vashington Mr. Ritz
secured a sub-contract for g-rading- ten miles of

the roadbed in the vicinity of his la d. n,and
when the raIlroad people decided to 10 .. . cate a
st~tlOn they left the nammg of the same to Mr.
RItz. He decl~ed that the station should be
known as Rltzvllle. And Ritz"ille it has erer
remained, although from the first, up to the
present period, there has been manifested. by
some people, more or less dissatisfaction with
the cognomen. Indeed, in 1887 an aborti\"e
attempt was made to change it. Among the
early settlers Mr. Ritz had made some enemies.
Partly for this reason, partly because many
of the residents of the little town consider~d

the name less euphonious than many others
that might be selected, several of the leading
men of the place met in an informal IVaI" to.,
discuss the matter. It was decided that the
name must be changed. Then came the more
difficult task of selecting a new name. The
result proved the wisdom of the old copy-book
motto, "Many men of many minds." Each
citizen present was called on to suggest a name,
and, as might have. been exepected, each one
suggested a different one. It was developed
afterward that in each case the name selected
by the individuals present was the name of the
town in the east from which the gentlemen
suggesting it had come to the western coun·
try. An agreement could not be reached; com·
promise was impossible, and the name of the
county seat of Adams remained Ritzville. It
is possible, too, that the postal authorities might
have paid no attention to the change, and
equally possible that the raihvay company

would have pursued the same course.
The destiny of a town, a county, a state,

or even a nation in the earlier days of its,
history, is sometimes shaped by quite trifling
circumstances. From the time the Northern

Pacific railroad was constructed through the
county and a water tank had been erected at

Ritzville, the people had secured their water
supply from the company's tank. Consequently
no attempt was made by the citizens to dig for
water. And this rather inconvenient condiitOn
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prevailed for a number of years. The water
supply of the comp~ny ran short and rather
drastic orders were Issued to perrmt no more
water to be taken from the tank. This was in
the nature of a bombshell in the camp of the
RitzYilleians. Attempts were at once made to
procure water, and wells were commenced in
different parts of the town. Apparently no
water was obtainable. Then there were ad
vanced a number of cogent reasons for moving
the town to where water could be secured.
It seemed to be a clear case of Mahomet going
to the mountain if the mountain would not
come to Mahomet. However, at a point about
one mile east of the present city a well of water
had been "struck." Immediately preparations
were made for laying out a townsite in that
locality. With one exception every resident
of Ritzville had agreed to make the removal.,

The new townsite owner agreed to give, free
of charge, land in equal proportion to that held
by the several property owners in Ritzville.
The one exception was the proprietor of the
two-story hotel building, the most pretentious
edifice in the town. Arrangements could not
be made for removing this building and the
scheme fell through. Afterward parties were
more successful in finding water, and Ritz
\'ille still remains Ritzville, and still stands
where it was originally builded.

Early in the year 1887 the town had three
general merchandise stores, one drug store,
one saloon, two blacksmith shops, two lumber
'yards, two livery stables, one harness shop
and two hotels. There were, also, a good
frame school house, two stories in height. with
a graderl school of one hundred scholars, a
good church building and a flourishing Sabbath
School, but, as yet, no regular minister.

June 6, 1888, Ritzville was visited by a
conll .agratlOn which nearly destroyed the town.
The fire broke out in the American Exchange
Hotel at 4 :30 o'clock, p. m., and immediately
spread to the adjoining buildings. The cause
was a defective flue. The principal losers were:

N. H. Greene, merchandise, $15,000, insur
ance, $1,700; J. P. Johnson, hotel and store,
$ro,ooo, insurance, $2,300; M. H. Daggett,
druggist, $5,000, insurance, $800; Charles
Lemono, $1,500, insurance, $300; VV. E.
Blackmer, Times office, $1,200, insurance,
$500 ; J. D. Keefer, $800, insurance, $300;
Frank Stewart, postmaster, $500, no insur
ance; Carrier & vVells, $250, no insurance;
Dr. Whittemore, $100, no insurance; J. B.
Whittlesey, $300, no insurance; Huke &
Bellamy, $10,000, insurance $4,000; D. Kellar,

$500.
One grocery, two hardware stores, two

lumber yards and two livery stables were
saved. A southwest wind was prevailing at
the time, and in a few minutes after the alarm
of fire was sounded the entire business portion
north of the hotel was wrapped in flames.
Notwithstanding the severe losses entailed
upon most of the business men they immed
iately went to work to retrieve their fortunes,
and erected buildings in which to continue
in business. June 8, 1898, the Adams County
News said:

"Ten years ago last Monday, June 6, 1888,
Ritzville was practically burned to the ground.
Since that time it has more than recovered,
although it was a severe blow to the town at
the time."

Following this fire the first brick building
in Ritzville was erected by that enterprising
business man, N. H. Greene.

In 1888 Ritzville was first incorporated as
a town by order of the district court. This
was the Territorial law in those days, and the
district courts then stood for all that the
superior courts do in the present days of state
hood. The first meeting of the new council
was held December ro, 1888. N. H.Greene
was appointed mayor; the other members of
the council were D. Kellar, P. Kretzer, Grant
Tuttle and F. C. Bellamy. The latter was
elected clerk. The following officers were
elected: D. Kellar, treasurer; W. O. Hatch,
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marshal; Philip Kretzer, city assessor; Mr. ington, bounded by and included withl] I'
• 1 alne

Palmster, street commissioner. Henry Zim- runnmg from the southwest COmer of hSout _
merman "'as subsequently appointed in Mr. west quarter of section 23, in towllship 19

Palmster's place. Charles H. Kegley was north of range 35, east of vVillamette merid:
named for city attorney, but he was succeeded ian north to the northwest corner of the south
shortly afterward by S. A. vVells. All of west quarter of the southwest quarter ot' sec-
these officers were chosen by the council. tion 14, in township and range aforesaid'

The first city election ,yas held at the office thence east to the northeast corner of th;
of the county auditor, the first Monday in southwest quarter of southeast quarter of said

April, 1889. R. J. !\eergaard was inspector ~ection 14; thence south to the southeast cor
and Grant Tuttle and Henry Kretzer, judges. ner of southwest quarter of northeast quarter
The city councilmen elected at this election of said section 23; thence west to center oi
were P. L. Kretzer, V. Oswald, Charles Weiss, said section,23; thence south to southeast cor
Clark Long and J. H. Mescher. Clark Long ner of northeast quarter of southwest quarter
was chosen chainnan of the council, P. L. of said section 23; thence west to place oi
Kretzer, city clerk, J. C. Adams, city attorney, beginning.

J. H. Mescher, city assessor, C. F. \Veiss, The vote on the question of incorporation
treasurer, T. J. Hallen, marshal, C. R. Bard- and for the various town officials was as fol
,yell, street commissioner, A. L. Coffee, city lows:
suryeyor. For incorporation, 30; against, 7.

The last meeting of the council under this For Mayor-R. J. Neergaard, 37.
incorporation was held February 3, 1890. At For Treasurer-P. L. Kretzer, 37.
that time the state had been admitted into the For Councilmen-N. H. Greene, 36; C.
union. and under the new constitution this E. Hershberger, 34; J. "V. King, 37; \Y. C.
incorporation was illegal. So, in common with McAllister, 37; S. H. \Vatkins, 35·
all other towns that had been incorporated! It is plain to see that these fi"e were
under Territorial laws, it was necessary to elected. Scattering votes were cast for Henry
reincorporate in order to obtain a valid city Kretzer, R. C. Egbers, J. L. Johnson, W. E.
govemment for Ritzville. Accordingly this Blackmer, Fred Shepley, Clark Long, one each,
was done. June 23, 1890, a petition was pre- and for F. R. Burroughs, 2. For this election
sented to the board of county commissioners H. \V. Kretzer was inspector, and J. M. Harris
asking that the town be incorporated under and Henry Kretzer, judges, and W. E. Kerr

the state law, and as a town of the 4th class. and D. A. Darling; clerks.
A census had been taken by F. P. French, The first meeting of the new council was
government enumerator. He stated that held shortly after the election. S. A. WellS
within the boundaries proposed to be incor- was named as city attorney, and S. L. Cronce,
porated there were 300 people. This petition clerk. \V. E. Kerr was named as marshal. but
was granted by the board who named July he failed to qualify for the position. and J. S.
12th as the date in which the electors in the Galloway was appointed.
proposed limits of the town should vote on The second church erected in RitzYilie Iras
the proposition. Incorporation was carried that of the Methodists, built in 1889 at a cosl

by a vote of 30 to 7. The area affected by this of about $1,400. It was dedicated by Pre
incorporation was about 440 acres, and .its siding Elder VY. C. Gray. The officers at the
limits "'ere described as follows: time of the erection of this building were:

All that portion of Adams county, \Vash- I \V. T. Koontz, pastor; F. M. Egbers, class
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leader; W. C. McAllister, school. superin
tendent; O. W. Hatch, W. C. McAllIster, W.
E. Williams, J. M. Skelton, and F. M.

E~bers, trustees.
"Although it was not until this date that

a Methodist church edifice was erected in Ritz
ville, services had been conducted there since
1883. The following from the pen of F. M.
Egbers, published in the Ritzville Times, pre
sents an interesting history of the eary Meth
odist services held in the town, and in Adams

county:
. "On arriving at the present townsite of

Ritzville, in r883, I faun? myself to be one
of the first Methodists of the place. The Con
gregational church was built in r885, and for.
'five years was the only church in the place.
During the five years it was the writer's priv
ilege to sound' the gospel trumpet over the
bunch grass prairie of Adams county. Some
times we preached in school nouses; at other
times we worshipped in the cabins of the set
tlers or in such buildings as we could use.
The house in which the w6ter preached the
first sennon and which was used as a school
house was one owned by Mr. J. L. Johnson.

"In the fall of 1888 Rev. W. T. Koontz,
then pastor at Sprague, began regular services
at Ritzville. He soon organized a society of
about 25 members, but the organization ex
tended far into the country, in fact nearly all
of Adams county was included. The people
of Rattlesnake Flat asked for preaching, and
Rev. Koontz attempted to comply with their
desire. but finding the labors too great that
preaching point was turned over to the writer
and he SOOn' organized a class of 25 members."

In 18<)0 the officials and patrons of School
District No. I, the Ritzville district, discovered
that the country had developed so much and
the number of pupils had increased to such
an extent that the school building could not
accommodate them all. It was decided to build
a new school house which would be com
md'o IOUS enough to supply the growth of the

country for a long time. To raise the money
necessary for this purpose the district was
bonded for the amount of $14,000, and this
represents the cost of the present handsome
school building.

Fire broke out in the building of Clark
Long, Sunday night, September r I, 189 r, at
about IO o'clock, consuming the furniture store
of H. Kretzer and the drog store and resi
dence of Severence & King, and Charles Vvell
standl's grocery store, a portion of which was
occupied by L. Uhlman with clothing. Citi
zens flocked to the rescue. Means for fighting
this fire were inadequate, and the flames spread
until they were checked by the tearing down of
an old barn. This separated the fire by several
hundred feet from other buildings. There was
a slight wind which did not appear to in
crease, as is usually the case during a large
conflagration. There were no hook and ladder
appliances or other means to fight the flames,
with the exception of a small hose that was
connected with a tank on an adjacent hill. Yet
this slight service, undoubtedly, saved the en
tire town. The losses were estimated as fol
lows:

Kretzer's furniture stock and building,
$3,000; C. Long, store and stock, $5,000;
Severence & King, store, stock and household
goods of J. W. King, $5,000; Charles Well
standt, store and groceries, $4,000; L. Uhlman,
clothing stock, $2,500. The insurance was
light, Long having $3,300, King, $r ,000,
Kretzer, $r,700 and Uhlman none.

In r894 a water works system was in
stalled at a cost of $20,000. The water was
supplied from drilled wells which furnished
an inexhaustible supply of as pure water as is
to be found in the state of Washington. It
was a gravity system, affording pressure suf
ficient to throw water to the top of any build
ing in the city of Ritzville. This was aside
from the pumps, which were handled by a
22-horse power gasoline engine.

During the financial depression of 1893-4,
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and the four succeeding years of "hard times,"
the history of Ritzville is simply a repetition
of that of other towns throughout the entire
west and northwest. Some of her most worthy
and enterprising citizens were, as the term is,
"forced to the wall." Conditions were, cer
tainly, discouraging, and all public and private
improvements, practically, ceased. \Vheat,

• upon which the country mainly depended, sold
at from 18 to 20 cents per, bushel. During this
period the town government fell into a baa
way, financially. February I, 1896, according
to the Ritzville Times, the outstanding indebt
edness of the town was about $5,000. Town
warrants we~e not worth over 65 cents on the
dollar. Owing to this fact the town authorities
wer,e compelled to pay from 40 to 50 per cent.
more for everything it bought, and for such
work as was actually necessary, than the same
would have cost in cash. March roth, of that
year, by a vote of 40 to 20 the citizens of Ritz
ville decided to issue bonds for the purpose of
funding this indebtedness. The Ritzville
Times, of date February 8, 1896, said:

"About the close of last year it began to
look as if most of the business men had determ
ined to leave Ritzville; the prospeds of the
town looked somewhat dubious. Now all that
is changed. It is true that several good men
retired from business, but other equally good
men took their place, and now Ritzville is all
right. "

The following supplement was added by the
Lincoln County Times, August 12, 1898:

"Ritzville is experiencing an old time
boom. Houses are going up everywhere and
the demand for quarters far exceeds the supply.
This will sound a little queer to those who have
been acquainted with the conditions at Ritz
ville for many years back."

October 7th, of the same year, the Ritz

ville Times became more optimistic, and said:
"Kever before in the history of our county

has there ever been such a demonstration of
prosperity as exists at the present time. Three

years ago, when every town in the I' t,. les was
strugghng for hfe, our little town rna' t .
. .. . In amed
Its dlgmty and only lIved to en]' ov the b. • etter
times that were sure to come with the t.. re urn
of prospenty, whIch was inevitable. That
day has come and Ritzville can boast of 0_

. .)

new reSIdences and three new brick stores."
September I, 1899, the Tillles estimated the

population of the town at from 1,000 to 1,200.

The year 1901 witnessed an important change
in the city. The rapid settlement of the sur
rounding country had produced remarkable
activity in the building line. Ritzville was out
growing its kilts. New r:esidences and busi.
ness houses spr~ng up in all portions of the
town; the building area extended in all direc.
tions. The Times said:

"At no time in its history has the town been
in better business shape than it is now. There
is an unusual amount of business going on;
property is advancing in price; improvements
are being made in every direction, and the
future looks bright. Its scores of nell' build
ings add greatly to the appearance of the town.
Evidently there will be no check to its progress
in that direction for an indefinite period of
time. Large, handsome new brick blocks are
numerous and several more are planned for
immediate construction. Probably no small
town in the history of the west-unless it be
of the boom order,-has enjoyed a greater or
more substantial growth than has Ritzyille this

past summer."
The town which had for so long been,

without adequate fire protection, on July II,

19°1, organized a volunteer fire department
consisting of a hose company and an eng1l1e

. I tocompany. Twelve members were asslgne(
the hose company and six to the engine depart

ment. A chemical engine, hose cart, hose and
. . ed oney forother eqtllpments were recel\' ,111 •

. . Fred
which was subscribed by the CltlzeI1S.
Shepley was chosen chief and T. Heitsuman,

. ts
L. C. Van Petten and Fred Greene <tss1stan .

Ritzville won the honor of being the great-
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est wheat shipping point in the world in 1901.

F August 1st, of that year, to August 10,rom .
2 exactly 1,967,725 bushels of wheat were

11)0, . '11 h f h''ved in the Rltzvl e ware ouses or s Iprecel
ment by the .'orthern Pacific railroad, and

rffJ cars of wheat and flour were bIlled out.
~he amount of freight shipped in during this.
period averaged 75 carS' per month, divided
about as follo\\'s: MerchandIse, 32 cars; wood
and coal, 22; lumber., 17; machinery and

\ragons, 4·
Although the building operations in Ritz-

rille for the year 1901 wer:e the most extensiv~

in the town's history, up to that period, they
\rere surpassed in 1902. The Times on Jan

uary 2, 1903, said:
"Not since the town was started has Ritz

ville expended so much money in new buildings
and improvements' as during the year just
closed. It is a record to be proud of-one that
cannot be excelled by any town of its size
\rithin the great wheat belt of eastern \Vash
ington. And this was done in a year follow
ing one that nearly equalled it in building im
provements. "Vhile, during the past few years
Ritzville has built scores of new business build
ings and residences, yet each one of them is
occupied and there is a strong demand which
cannot be supplied on account of lack of
houses."

The wheat shipments of 1902 also exceeded
those of 1901. The freight received into the
town, which is an infallible indication of its
prosperity, also went up in remarkable figures.
Receipts for incoming freight at Ritzville sta
tlon for the year 1902 averaged $1,000 a day.

October .27, 1903, the organization of a
Chamber of Commerce was perfected. It in
cluded 64 charter members. It was devoted to
the object of fostering, encouraging and de
veloping the interests of Ritzville and, incident
ally, Adams county. The first officers of the
ass . .
BOClahon were J. D. Bassett, president; L. P.

auman, vice president; D. W. Pettijohn,
secretary, and Fred Thiel, treasurer.

At the present writing the churches of Ritz
ville are the First Congregational, First Meth
odist Episcopal, German Congregational, Chris
tian, Catholic, German Lutheran, Episcopal
and Baptist. The dates of organization of
these religious denominations are: First Con
gregational, 1882; First Methodist Episcopal,
1888; First German Lutheran, 1891; Zion
Congregational (German), 1894; Catholic,
1899; Christian, 1900; Episcopal, 1901; Bap
tist, 1902.

The city of Ritz\'ille is well supplied with
fraternal secret societies. Ritzville Lodge, No.
101, A. F. & A. M., was granted a charter
June 12, 1895, but for a time previous to that
the lodge had worked under a dispensation.
Regular communications are held on the sec
ond and fourth Saturdays of each month. The
Order of the Eastern Star, auxilliary to the
Masonic fraternity, Zenith Chapter, No. 55,
was instituted January 31, 1900, by F. J.
Elenshon. of Pomeroy, Vvashington. There

•

were 32 charter members. The Star meets on
the first and third Mondays of each month at
Masonic Temple.

•
Ritzville Lodge, Ko. 58, r. O. O. F., was in-

stituted December 29, 1888, by E. G. Pendle
ton, Special Deputy Grand :v.Iaster, with a large
charter membership. 1\'o. 58 meets at Odd
FeIlO\\'s Hall every Thursday night.

'Zenobia Rebekah Lodge, No. II8, r. O.
O. F., was instituted September 16, 1899, with
ten charter members. The lodge meets every
first and third Thursdays in each month in the
r. O. O. F. hall. ..

Prairie Green Lodge, No. 36, Knights of
Pythias, was instituted in 1888 by members of
the Red Cross Lodge, No. 28, of Spokane,
with 30 charter members. Meetings are held
Wednesday evenings at Castle Hall. Ivanhoe
Co., 1\'0. 5, Uniform Rank, has a good mem
bership, and meets every fourth Wednesday
evening in Castle Hall following the adjourn
ment of the subordinate lodge.

Camp No. 5595, Modern Woodmen of



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

America, was organized in 1898, by J. c. Dore,
instituting deputy, of Spokane. Meetings are
held the first and third Fridays of each month
in Greene's hall.

Defiance Tent No. 14, K. O. T. M., was in
stituted April 22, 1895. It has a large mem
bership, being the first tent in \Vashington
state east of the Cascades. Meetings are held
the first and third Saturdays of each month.

RitzviHe Hive, No. ro, Ladies of the
Maccabees, was instituted July 17, 1895, by
IvIrs. Eudocia Moffitt, with 15 charter members.
Regular meetings are held in Castle HaJJ on the
second and fourth Tuesdays of each month.

Ritzville Camp, No. 463, Woodmen of the
'World, was organized August 2, 1898, with
25 charter members. Meetings are held every
Friday evening.

W. B. Hazen Post, No. 36, G. A. R., was
organized October 13, 1888. The present
membership is quite large.

Esther Lodge, No. 940, Modem Brother
hood of America, was instituted on the 4th day
of November, 1891, by N. E. Stanton, of
North Yakima, deputy state organizer.

. The Foresters of America was organized
November 9, 1900, by Harry A. MueJJer, with
a good charter membership. Regular meet
ings occur the second and fourth Fridays of
each month. Rathbone Post, No. 182, of the
Fraternal Army of America was organized
February 3, 19°2, in Greene's haJJ with fifteen
charter members. The initiation was con
ducted by G. W. Spiva, D. S. c., assisted by
his wife. The F. A. of A. meets the second
and fourth Mondays of each month.

Electric lights were placed in operation
January 17, 1902. The plant was installed at
a cost· of $ro,ooo by C. O. Greene, who was
granted by the city a twenty-year franchise.
An option of purchase is held by the city, after
five years. The power, house is located in the
eastern part of the city. The dynamo is oper
ated by steam.

That Ritzville flour finds a ready' I k '. nar~m
Chll1ese, Japanese and Siberian po t '

r s \1'111
naturally, surprise the stranger. The '11 '.. m1sm
eql1lpped wIth modern machinery alld

'. steam
power. The datly capacIty is 400 barrel d' s an
never less than twenty men are employed. Th
storage capacity for wheat is 125,000 bushel e
including the large st~el tank which holds 52~:
000 bushels. ThIS tank, embodying all the
latest scientific ideas for the storage of wheat
.' ,
IS the only one west of Dakota.

The present First National Bank of Ritz
ville was organized as the Adams County Bank
in April, 1891, by J. D. Bassett, U. K. Loose,
of Snohomish, and Benjamin Martin. The
latter carried on the. active management of the
bank very acceptably until his death in 1&)9.
In 1901 the institution was converted into a
National bank. At that time Mr. R. C. Ken
nedy, who had been with the Adams County
Bank, as assistant cashier, for a number of
years, was promoted to cashier.

The city has an exceJJent te1ephone ex
change which is connected with the long dis
tance service. The system was established in
August, 1899, by the Pacific States Telephone
& Telegraph Company.

The powers of the city council of Ritz
ville are quite broad; those of the mayor
limited. The latter acts as the presiding officer,
but has no veto power. The ci ty council is
vested with the appointive power of the of
ficials of the town other than the treasurer.,
Elections are held on the first Tuesday in De
cember of each year. The mayor and two
councilmen are elected for a term of two years.
The succeeding election three councilmen are
elected for two years thus o-iving hold-over

. '~'. ~
members of this body. The treasurer IS elect
annually. The board of health is composed of
members of the city council. A health com-

, ., f three
mittee however is chosen conslstmg 0" . .
members. A health officer, usually a phySICIan,
. . h the committee.. IS also chosen who acts Wit
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The board has char~ of all matters relating

the sanitary condItion of the town.
to Ritzville was platted December 22, 1880, in
behalf of the Northern Pacific Railway Com
pany, by John vV. Sprague, general superin
tendent and agent of the company. The rail
road was not constructed to this point at this
time, but was fast being built. The townsite
consisted of 30 blocks, with Railroad street,
,;. feet wide, extending through the town,
--J
this broad avenue being reserved for railroad
purposes. Since then additions have been
platted as follows:

Northern Pacific addition, April 12, 1886,
bv the Northern Pacific Railway Company, by

•

Robert Harris.
South Park addition, July II, 1888, by

Philip Ritz.
N. H.. Greene's addition, December 14,

1888, by N. H. Greene.
Janssen's addition, March 27, 1889, by H.

T. Janssen.

Greene & Prouty's addition, April 27, 1890,
by Ritzville Land Company, by J. E. Prouty,
president, and O. H. Greene, secretary.

Second Railroad addition, January 19,
1~1, by Northern Pacific Railroad Company,
by James B. vVilliams, vice president, and
George H. Earl, secretary.

Greene & Prouty's second addition, April
26, 1~8, by Ritzville Land Company, by J. E.
Prouty, president, and O. H. Green, secretary.

T. W. Hauschild's addition, March 13,
19°1, by T. W. Hauschild. .

J. F. Devault's addition, suburb of Ritz
ville, August 4, 19°2, by J. F. Devault.

J. D. Barnett's First addition, July 17,
1902, by J. D. Barnett.

Clodius's Suburb of Ritzville, Septembet
4, 19°2 , by C. H. Clodius.

Adams County Land. Company's addition,
May 15, 1903, by Adams County Land Com
pally, by O. R. Holcomb, president, and WilI
ianl O. Lewis, secretary.

CHAPTER ill.

CITIES AND TOWNS-CONTINUED.

UND.

This is one of the most thriving and enter
prising little towns in Eastern Washington.
It is situated on the main line of the Northern
Pacific railway, eighty-two miles southwest of
the city of Spokane, and lust two miles west of
the geographical center of Adams county, in
one. of the most prominent wheat producing
sections of the state.

. During the early days Charles Jell was act
Ing In the capacity of pumper for. the railroad

company, and was located at Lind station, then
hanlly more than a water tank, and section
house. There were, practically, no settlers any
where in the vicinity of Lind until the spring
of 1886 when H. Van Marter and J. J. Merr~

man came. The former located about one and
one-half miles from the station; the latter about

. one-half mile north. The first voting precinct
in Lind was established at Me Merriman's
place in 1886, and he was inspector and his wife
clerk, of the first election held there. .At that
period there were· only ten voters in the pre-
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cinct, viz: Mr. and Mrs. Merriman, Mr. and
Mrs. W. C. Campbell, Mr. and Mrs. Henry
Schneider, the present Mrs.' Hugh Dunlap,

Mrs. Nolan, Charles Jell and Hugh Dunlap.
At that period both men and women voted in
the Territory of \Vashington. Some of them
came 38 miles to cast their votes, this fact giv
ing some idea of the size of this one voting
precinct. The petition for the formation of this
precinct was presented to the commissioners at
their meeting May 4, 1886, and was signed
by S. A. Wells, Charles Jell, William McKay,

George Shaffer, G. A. Warner, John Erick-'
son, George \h,iatson, \V. T. Fitzpatrick, S.

Davis, A. Jell, James Butler, Robert Callahan,
W. C. Campbell, John Bewley, T. Schmidt

and John E. Jones. '
Prior to 1889 the settlers got their mail

through the Ritzville postoffice. The post-
•

master there would put the mail on the train
and the postal clerk would throw it off at Lind
station, and the operator would plate it where
the settlers could get it. Of course, this was a
primitive and irregular manner of conducting
the affair, but in those days it was absolutely
necessary to deviate from strict construction of
postal rules, and Lind station was far from
being the only place in the Territory of \Vash
ington wher.e such practices prevailed. The
first building on the site of Lind was erected in

the autumn of 1888 by James and Dugal Neil
son. Here they kept "bachelor's hall" during
the next winter, and in the spring of 1890 put
up a store building. They handled groceries
and rough wares for ranchers, and, later, added
a small stock of lumber. Their goods at first

were worth, perhaps, $600 or $700. About
the same period a postoffice was established and

James Neilson became postmaster. .A school
house was erected at Lind in 1889, and a school
established with Bert Near as teacher. The

initial term saw six scholars in attendance.
Some time later a man named Schubert opened
a second store. Eighteen months thereafter

he was burned out and did not rebuild. These

two enterprises were in what is now tl
.. le west.

ern por.hon of Lll1d.

Lind continued to be nothing tangibl .
. e until

1899, when a fresh Impetus \\'as imparted. The
young town began to grow, the trend of h' h

W Ie
growth was farther eastward. ].]. Merriman
became postmaster and built a 12 by 14 fo
b

· . ~
11lldll1g for an office. Henry Myers erected a

.building and installed a saloon. ]. M. Moulton
put up a residence where the Bank of Lind
now stands. He also built a small office and
opened out in the Iumber business. Several
other enterprises were inaugurated and by the
close of the year there was quite a little village
on the site. At that period the Rit:r<!ille Times
estimated the population of Lind at 100, or a
trifle less. But since 1900 there has been a
steady, and healthy growth.

It should be taken into consideration that
Lind was started in the times of great financial
depression. Consequently its growth for a
number. of years was inconsequential. The
year 1902 was an exceptionally favorable one
for the town. It is at present the second tOlm
in point of size in Adams county.

It was discovered that the farms adjoin·
•

ing Lind were wonderfully rich in gold-if
only it was taken out in the shape of wheat.
The first shipment of this cer.eal was purchased
by Neilson Brothers. At first all that came·
to this point was stored in the railroad com·
pany's woodshed, although the company sulJ.
sequently built a warehouse. But for many
years the farmers living in the vicinity of Lind
had their seed wheat shipped in fr'om other

counties, the yield not being sufficient to sow
for the next year's crop. Now the place is one
of the important grain shipping points in the

h 'te wascountry. June 7, 1890, t e townSI .
N '1 Thisplatted by Dugal and James' 1 ' el son.

original plat consisted of but four blocks. Yet

this is the way the Centralia Nnus descnh~
the vicinity of the town in November, 1899'

. .' Q"g the"The last time we saw Lll1d, In 1V';f ,

. '11' es of sagetown consisted of a ml Ion acr.
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brush, 400,000 jack rabbits and a long stretch

d k "of railroa trac.
Writing of the town in March, 1901, the

Inland Empire said:
"Three years ago (spring of 1898), the

town consisted of a railroad section house, one
store, three homesteaders' shacks and an unreg
istered cross between a woodshed and a 'has
been' box car, called, through courtesy, a

'depot.' "
. November 4, 1898, Dirstine Brothers

opened their store in Lind.
Following is what AI. P. Haas, editor of

the Lind Leader, said about his town, in March,
1901, writing in the Inland Empire:

"The town now has about 400 inhabitants
and continues to grow rapidly. Daily new
people are arriving and preparing to develop
homes and business property. Besides a num
ber of fine t;esidences we now have the nicest
little depot betwen Spokane and North

Yakima, a $1,200 church building under con
struction, a public hall of generous dimen
sions, and. a two-story, five-room school house,
erected and furnished at a cost of about
$7,500. The business part of the town con
sists of two general merchandi se houses wi th
large stocks, two lumber yards, two grocery
stores, two saloons, three real estate offices,
two hotels,. two restaurants, two livery stables,
two blacksmith shops, two harness shops, one
furniture store, one hardware store, one drug
store, one meat market, one jewelry store, one
lodging house, three grain warehouses, one
physician's office and one newspaper."

December 6, 19°1, a correspondent writing
to the Ritzville Times said:

"The rapid growth of the town during the
past year is the pride of all Lindites. It is a

· fact that about 200 'shacks,' or temporary
dwellings have gone up, and as many good,

· Substantial residences will some day supplant

~hem. The three brick store buildings are be-
· Ing erected by the Bank of Lind, Kasper Broth-

ers and Henry Marter. They are the first
bricks to be built here. Their cost will ap

proximate $5,000, $12,000 and $6,500, re
spectively. These edifices reflect the substantial
growth of the town and they "'ould be a credit
to a city many times the size of Lind."

Concerning the incorporation of Lind the
Ritzville Times said, January 31, 19°2:

"At the election held at Lind Saturday,
January 25th, the question of incorporation
carried almost unanimouslv. There were 60-
votes cast-57 for, and 3 against, incorpora-
tion. Dugal Neilson was elected mayor, re
ceiving 57 votes, and James Neilson was
elected treasurer. The councilmen elected are
J. M. Moulton, 60 votes; August Boenig, 58;
S. L. Van Marter, 47; H. D. Dunlap, 52;
Charles Law, 52. The scattering votes were
J. J. Merriman, 9; E. B. Lincoln, 8; W. G.
Offutt, 8; R. F. Simmons, 1; J. W. Hender
son, 1.

The population, according to a census taken

by Assessor Walton in April, 1903, was 592.
Consen'ative citizens now claim from 600 to

800.
At present the town has three church de

nominations, German Lutheran, Methodists,
and Christian. The fraternal societies repre
sented are the Odd Fellows, the Modern \Vood
men of America and the ladies' auxilliary.

Lind is liberal spirited and maintains a
brass band. The people enjoy concerts and in
fact all manner of entertainments, and are in
as close touch with the world of music, en
tertainment and literature as are much older,
communities. The town is handsomely laid
out, with broad, straight streets and has per
fect drainage. There is an abun<iance of pure
water. The little city is fast taking on metro

politan ways and is certain to become an im
portant town with the gradual growth of the

state.
There are a number of additions to the

original townsite of Lind. December 15, 1898,
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Dugal Neilson and his brother, James, platted
another townsite consisting of twelve blocks.
Additions have been platted as follows:

Van Marter's addition, February 20, 1900,
by Henry Van Marter.

Lippold's addition, April 3, 19°1, by Frede
rick W. Lippold.

Van Marter's Second addition, June 20,
1901~ by Henry M. Van Marter.

S. L. Van Marter's addition, July 31, 1901,
by Sylvester L. Van Marter.

Philpott's addition, January 14, 1902, by
Lafayette M. Philpott.

Neilson Brothers' addition, January 8,
19°2, by Dugal and James Neilson.

Neilson Brother's Second addition, July I I,

19°2, by Dugal and James Neilson.
S. L. Van Marter's Second addition, Oc

tober 7, 19°2, by Sylvester L. Van Marter.

WASHTGCNA.

In the southeastern part of Adams county,
on the Connell branch of the Oregon Railroad
& Navigation Company's line, is the town of
Washtucna. And it is rapidly pushing itself
into the front rank of the prosperous towns
of the county. The town lies in what is known-
as the Washtucna Valley, and is thirty miles
almost due south of Ritzville. It is just over
the line which separates Adams and Franklin
counties, and is only a short distance from the
Palouse river, and only ten miles from the
picturesque Palouse Falls of that stream.
Within the town limits are three beautiful
springs which furnish an abundance of the
purest water for the use of the town, and which
determined the site of its location. There is

sufficient of the delightful aqua pura to supply
a town of from two to five thousand people.
Excellent water is, also, obtained from wells

at a depth of from 90 to 100 feet. Four miles
away the little falls of the Palouse river would
generate power for all purposes of a city many
times the size Washtucna expects to become.

It is the only trading point for a d' t. . " IS ance of
several mIles m every direction. This'
1 . d '" IS the

t HI' town m sIze mAdams COUllt'· d .. . J,anlS a
promment wheat shIpping and recei"

. , '. VIng sta-
tIOn. It IS supphed WIth telegraph and 1
d · I h ongIstance te ep one service and has recentl _
tablished a splendid system of waterwork

Yess.
As may be surmised the word "Wash-

tucna" is of Indian ~erivation, and for many
years pnor to the bUIldmg of a town on this
site the name was applied to the valley in which
\Vashtucna lies, but the English meanina

b

of the word has never been discO\'ered. jelr.
G. \V. Bassett, who has lived in the valley
since 1878, says that, although he has made
many efforts to ascertain the meaning of the
word, so far he has been unsuccessful. The
Indians with whom he has conversed on the
subject stated that it was the name of an Ind-

" ian chief who lived here in the long ago. But
that they did not know the English equi\'alent
is conclusively proved.

\Vashtucna was first entitled to a place on
the map in 1882, at that time Washtucna post
office being established with Mr. Bassett as

postmaster. His homestead was on the mail
route between Fort \Valla \Valla and Camp
(afterward Fort) Spokane, at the mouth of
the Spokane river. It is said that the mail
was at that period kept in a trunk, but this
primitive style of transacting Uncles Sam's
business served every purpose for the few set
tlers of that early time. In IB94 the office was
turned over to T. C. Martin, a young man who,
the same year opened a general store in Wash

tucna.
The celebrated springs in Washtucna to

which he have referred had been called by the
Indians and earliest pioneers, "Kahlotus," the
occasion for which is explained in the chapter

relating to Adams county. d
gra The country around Washtucna was .

ually settled those first filing on lands commg
, Iam-

from Nebraska and Kansas. Later other
ilies came frpm Illinois. Among the early
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settlers to be mentioned are A. S. Elder and
lamily, T. C. Martin and family, John Huff-

I B Laing and famJiy, W. L. Mustardman . .
and C. T. Booth and family. They engaged in
jarming, but it was not until the late '80'S
that wheat raising to any extent began. In
1883 a branch railroad extending from Con-

ell Flanklin county, to Moscow, Idaho,n ,
passed through and a station was established.
For several years this railroad gave daily serv
ice, but business not warranting, the road was
practically abandoned, entirely so below \Vash
tucna, and to that point a train was run out
from La Crosse three or four times a month.
Because of this irregular train service the rail
road handled the mail contract only three years.

In 1S91 a wheat platform was built at
Washtucna station, and this became a ship
ping point for that cereal. At the time the
railroad was built through, in 1886, two sec
lion houses were erected and they, with Mr.
Bassett's house, constituted the town. The
mrners of the wheat platform were the Pacific
Elevator Company, and Mr. Bassett became the
manager of the wheat shipping business from
this point. In 1894 the town was platted by
Grorge W. Bassett, although this plat was not
filed lor record until 1899. During this period
~lr. Bassett succeeded. in disposing of two
lots, one to T. C. Martin and one to the
Farmers Warehouse & Storage Company. In
18g6 a second store was opened by the latter
company, the members of the firm being
Messrs. Clever & Laing. In 1898 the busi
ness of the town was increased by a blacksmith
shop conducted by J. E. Hughes. The same
year both wheat houses were enlarged and have
Since been added to.

\
This was, practicaIly, all there was to

Vasht .Ucna prior to the rapid settlement of the
COuntry in 1900. A few more buildings were

;:ted in 1900-1, but it was not until 1902
ity t there appeared any greatly increased activ-

I
· March 10, 1900, a lodge of the Woodmen

o A .
rnerlca was organized by T. J. Dolbow,

110

with a membership of 45. In August; 1901,
the vVoodmen began, and on November 1St,
completed a two-stor:y frame building, 32 by
85 feet in size. This building was erected by
Pettijohn & Krider, contractors, of RitzvilIe,
at a cost of $3,000.

During the year 1901, 35°,000 bushels of
wheat were marketed at Washtucna, at prices
aggregating closely to $165,000. The Wash
tucna Enterprise, of March 2 I, 1902, said:

"This town has been, seemingly, overlooked
by the rest of the world until within the past
six months, since which time it has been getting
such a 'hump on' itself as to surprise the old
timers equally as much as the more recent ar
rivals. During this time it has grown from a
cluster of a few houses to over forty buildings,
and double that number are likely to be con
str:ucted during the coming year."

Tn this the Enterprise added, January 2,

19°3:
"From the merest hamlet, whose build-

•

ings. alI told. could be enumerated on one's
finger ends, and with a population numbering
less than 50 people in the beginning of the
year 1902, to a prosperous little city of 300 in
habitants, with a total of 55 buildings at the
end of the year, is the history of Washtucna
in a nutshell for the year just passed.

"The reasons for this man'elous and speedy
growth of the town, from an allllost unin
habited waste, to a city of its present propor
tions, with a future growing brighter with
every rising sun, may be attributed chiefly to
two things, first to the never failing enterprise
shown by an energetic, industrious class of citi
zens, and, sec'ond, to the magnificent oppor
tunities provided for: the agriculturalist and
stock-raiser by a large and fertile country. The
year 1902 opened up with good farm land ad
jacent to to'wn selling at from $3.50 to $10 an
acre; today it finds ready purchasers at from
$7.50 to $30. Then, homesteads innumerable in
quantity, and first-class in quality, might ha\'e
been found in every direction for the taking
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up; now there is scarcely an acre of available
ground within 20 miles of vVashtucna that has
not been filed on. Town lots could have been
bought 12 months ago anywhere from $20 to
$50; but the lapse of that short period has
gi"en these same lots a value ranging from
$150 to $500, according to location, and they
are hard to find even at these prices."

A petition signed by 64 persons asking for
incorporation was presented to the county com
missioners, and the latter named Tuesday, Oc
tober 27, 1903, as the date for voting on the
proposition. George W. Bassett, M. Spear
and 1. B. Laing were judges of this election,

. and T. J. Dolbow and W. L. Mustard were
clerks. At the election 37 ballots were cast,
36 for incorporation and one against. It was
afterward learned that the one solitary vote
:,gainst the proposition had been cast by mis
take. Practically this made it unanimous. The
cfficers elected were, Charles T. Booth, mayor;
G. A. Bassett, H. H. Brown, T. J. Dolbow,
I. B. Laing, \Y. L. Mustard, councilmen; W.
.t'\.. Pearce, treasurer.

The following additions to Washtucna
have been platted since the original plat of
the townsite was filed:

Bassett's Second addition, June 27, 1902,
by Adams County Bank, per J. D. Bassett,
president, and George \"'1. Bassett and Alice
Bassett.

Bassett's Third addition, June 28, 1902, by
G.W. Bassett, Alice Bassett and Adams
County Bank, by J. D. Bassett, president.

HATTON.

This comparatively new town on the map
of the State of Washington is situated in the
southern part of Adams county, on the main
line of the Northern Pacific Railway, and
draws its principal support from 12 townships
of the best wheat land in the state. The coun
try to the east has been settled for a number of
years, but that on the west of the town is al-

most entirely new, and was principall. •y set·
tIed m 1901 and 1902. At present the
'. popu-

latIOn of Hatton IS about 250.

When the Northern Pacific Raih"a C
'\ l V Om.

pan)' built its line through Adams COUl~ty they
established a station at the place where the
town of Hatton is now located. Here they
erected section and pump houses. For many
years these were the only improvements at the
station. Two wells had been sunk by the rail
road company to furnish water for their en
gines. Prior to 1890 the station was known
as Twin Wells. That year Mr. James L. Bron
son erected a store buildi ng there and put in
a small stock of goods. It was the same year
that a postoffice was established, and the name
"Hatton" came into existence. John Hackett

I
, was the company's railway agent at Twin Falls,

and in 1890 he ,vas married to Miss Belle Sut·
I ton, daughter of one of the settlers in the

vicinity. \,Vhen it \vas decided to make appli
cation for a postoffice the name to be given it
was chosen in a rather romantic and novel man
ner. It was formed by taking a portion of the
name of the contracting parties, and by com
bination, make a new word.. As was per
fectly proper, and chivalrous, the lady was
given the best of this arrangement, "tton" be
ing taken from Sutton, and only "Ha" from
Hackett. Mrs. Hackett \vas postmistress.

In 1897 Otis Algae purchased the Bron
son store, and subsequently became postmaster.
In 1899 a warehouse was erected and the
town's g~owth was augmented that much. In
1901 Johnson Brothers (E. C, A. P. and R.
A.), opened the second general merchandise
store in this rudimentary town. It is in tillS
year that Hatton began to grow, .and its com
mercial importance may be dated from that
period. In the summer of that year there were

11 warethe postoffice two stores, and two sma . .
houses. • Th;t fall ther,e was marketed at thiS

point 260,000 bus1:lels of wheat. January 22,

1(){)2 the Adams County Ne-..vs said:
"'- , ..' town.'

"Hatton, this county, IS a growlllg



RESIDENCE OF S. L. THOMAS. ADAMS COUNTY.

ONE 01" THE COMBINED HARVESTERS OWNED BY S. L. THOMAS AND
USED TO GATHER THE CROP FROM HIS FIVE THOUSAND

ACRE WHEAT RANCH EASf OF HATTON.



STEAM PLOW BELONGING TO $. L. THOMAS AT WORK ON HIS ESTATE
NEAR HATION.

STEAM COMBINED HARVESTER OF $. L. THOMAS OPERATING ON HIS WHEAT
RANCH NEAR HATION.
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Tllenty new business store rooms and resi
dences ha\'e been built during the last year at
acost of $75,000. There are four large ware
houses. five general stores, two hotels, bank
and public school. They have a large territory,
settled by prosperous, enterprising farmers,
surrounding them. Five hundred thousand
feet of lumber were sold during the past six
months and 500 tons of coal in three months.
The past year has aggregated $100,000 sales
oi dry goods, groceries and hardware. Town
lots are readily disposed of at from $25 to
$50. The postoffice for the past quarter re
ported $3,375 in money orders, sales and can
cellations. Building is still in progress and
sererallarge structures are contemplated in the
spring. Every one appears to have entered
into the spirit of progress and gratifying
achievement will doubtless result."

To this the Ritzville Times added, Febru
arl 21, 1902:

"A representative of the Times visited
Hatton the past week, and found that city get
ting ready for a large summer's trade. The
tOlm is growing steadily, and many buildings
are being erected. If the present force is con
tinued a few months will see a town of much
commercial impvrtance in the southwestern
part of Adams county."

This was supplemented by the Hatton
Hustler as fl'Uows:

';Five years ago those crossing the vast
Wastes of sage brush lying west of Ritzville
would hare found, at the present site of Hat
ton. one old shack of a store, owned by J. L.
Bronson and Otis Algoe. Less than two years
ago, when the editor first visited Hatton, it
consisted of the little store mentioned above. ,
One warehouse and one hotel and store under.
COnst· .

ructIon. There were 283 000 bushels of
wheat k' . . '

mar eted tn Hatton last year. The crop
lIas considered poor-little over half·a crop."

The townsite of Hatton was platted April
30, '!)OI, by]. L. Bronson. To this has bem

added Bronson's First Addition, platted Janu
ary 2, 19°2, by J. L. Bronson.

The religious denominations are repre
sented by the Methodist and Christian
churches. The Knights of Pythias and Odd
Fellows sustain lodges at this point. The pub
lic school has an attendance of about 100.

There are four grain warehouses, and in 1903
about 250,000 bushels of wheat were shipped.
It is estimated that 1904 will witness a ship
ment of at least 500,000 bushels. There is,
certainly, one thing in favor of Hatton's be
coming a great grain market; all roads leading
to the town are good. Farmers state that they
pr.efer to go to Hatton on this account. And
where the farmers go there will be, necessarily,
a prosperous point, for all lines of business are
dependent upon the agriculturist, in Adams
county, especially.

CUNNINGHAM.

The original· name of this station was
Scott. It is located on the line of the North
ern Pacific railway, thirty-three miles south of
Ritzville. and three miles east of Hatton. It
was platted September 14, 1901, by W. R.
Cunningham. To the original townsite has
been added John McHugh's First addition,
platted December 30, 1901, by John McHugh.

October 18, 1901, the Ritzville Times said:
HThe 1\orthern Pacific Railway Company

has authorized a change in the name of the
station known as Scott, and hereafter the sta
tion and postoffice will both be known as Cun
ningham. This will avoid confusion in the
future. Scott and Cunningham are one and
the same. Scott was the name given by the
railroad company and the postoffice was named
Cunningham, after Elder W. R. Cunningham,
of Ritzville, who is now a heavy landholder
at that point."

Still, the name of the station was not of
ficially -changed until August, 1902.
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In November, 1900, Hedrich & Thompson
erected a store building at Scott, but rebuilt in
the spring of 1901 to accommodate their grow
ing business as general merchants. Rapidly
followed the erection of buildings by the Ritz
ville Hardware Company, Nichols Brothers,
general merchants; Hayden Brothers, black
smiths; W. W. Hedrick, livery barn; Puget
Sound Warehouse Company, Seattle Grain
Company, Tacoma Grain Company and numer
ous residences. The town has four fine wells
and an abundance of pure water. These wells
cannot be pumped dry. The railroad well is
355 feet deep with over 200 feet of water.

PARA.

This was a "station" on the Northern Pa-
•

cific railway long before there began to be any
signs of a "town" of Paha. VV. F. Newland,
writing of the country on February 9, 1886,
said: "Down the railroad, 12 miles below
Ritzville, is a station called Paha. The land is
vacant on both sides of the road square up
to the station."

. In the early '80' s George A. Miller located
and established the townsite. He engaged in
the business of locating people on government
land and selling railroad lands, and his old
plat book, which is the most correct outside of
the United States Land office, can still be seen
in the postoffice. In 1887, on petition of the
Northern Pacific Railway Company, the town
of Paba, as platted by Miller, was abolished.
Following is the record of the proceedings of
the commissioners of Adams county, August

5, 1887:
"The petition of the Northern Pacific Rail

way Company to have the town of Paha
vacated is granted, and said town of Paha,
situated in the county of -Adams, Washington
Territory, together with all streets and alleys
included therein, is hereby declared vacated."

February 25, 1889, the townsite of Paha
was replatted, this time by the Northern Pacific

Railway Company, by James B Willi ', , . ams, I"lce
presIdent. There IS one addition to tl tIe own
that of Clark Long, platted September 2 1 ;
It was in 1899 that Mr. Long, an Old's:;;;;
and the first probate judge and United Sta
C " f te

ommlSSlOner 0 Adams county, purchased the
. townsite of Paha and located there. With his
advent t~ere commenced an era of prosperity
for the httle town. It now does a large grain
and flour business. As shown by the map
Paha IS located very near the geographical
center of the county, and about in the center
of the great wheat belt of Eastern Washington,
half way between Spokane and Pasco, two
Northern Pacific division points 144 miles
apart. Four mammoth warehouses and a fine
mill are indications that the town is already a
conspicuous shipping point for flour and grain.
One of the principal enterprises that contrib
uted to the upbuilding of Paha was the con·
struction, in 19°1, of this flouring mill. It em
ploys a force of upwards of 17 men.

CASCADE CITY.

In reality there never was a town of Cas·
cade City within the limits of .\dams county.
But on paper there was quite a flourishing city
built up there. There never was a townsite
in Eastern \Vashington the promoters of which
met with greater success in the disposal 01 town
lots than those who manipulated the market of
lots in Cascade City. It consisted of an 80
acre tract of land laid out into exceedingly,
small lots. I t was located about nine miles
west of Lind. It came into existence in the
early '90's. The town plat was never surveved
nor was any plat recorded. An elaborate plat
on paper-was made, however, On It was
shown the Columbia river running through the

. b t t extens1\'etown and pIctures of steam oa s a
, 'fi G t North,wharves. The N orthem Paci c, rea .

. . ' Com'
ern and Oregon Railroad & NaVIgatIon
pany's lines all passed through the town. Pub-
. 1 S hool houseshc parks appeared on the p at. c .
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d churches were distributed with a lavish

:i~eralitY and wealth of imagination hardly

asSed bv the author of Gulliver's Travels.
surp -
Literature describing the advantage of becom-
, • a resident of Cascade City was printed and
ln~ .
freely distributed throughout all portIOns of
the east. Taken as a whole it looked like a
fine place in which to live. Lots sold like hot
cakes in nearly every state in the east. This
tract of land had been procured from the rail
road company, and it is probable that in the
early days bands of cattle and horses may have
grazed upon this townsite. Possibly a cow
boy may have driven over it. And that was as
close as it ever came to being anything re
sembling a town. Never a building was erected
on it. The Columbia river does not touch
Adams county at any point. The Great
I\orthern Railway does not pass through
Adams county. Lots were sold at different
prices ranging from a gift, with the purchase
of a $2.50 bottle of patent medicine, to $250.

Later inquiries began to come in by mail
to postmasters and other public officials at
'Hatton, Lind and Ritzville, asking about the
amount of taxes' due from them; their share
toward establishing grades and laying pave
ments; about the schools and churches, etc.
Some even came from the far east to locate on
the lots which they had purchased in Cascade

City. No taxes were paid and in time the
So-acre tract became the property of the coun
ty. Such is the history of one of the most
flagrant swindles ever perpetrated in the State
of Washingtori.

OTHER PLACES.

Besides the towns whose histories we have
briefly sketched there are a number of post
offices and stations in various portions of
Adams county. Harrison is a wheat shipping
station on the Northern Pacific Railroad, in the
northern part of the county. Here are located
a number of warehouses, a store, postoffice and
hotel. Keystone is the name of the postoffice.
lona, in the northern part of the county, and
Providence in the southern portion, are stations
on the N orthem Pacific railroad. Leone,
Bemis and Fletcher are country postoffices on
the Ritzville and Washtucna stage road. De
light is a postoffice 12 miles east of Cunning
ham. Griffith postoffice is in the north central
part of the county, near the Lincoln county
line. Billington is in the southwestern part ot
the county. \iVeber is in the extreme western
part, and \iVheatland is a postoffice near lona
station in the northeastern portion. Willis is
a. postoffice about IS miles northwest of Ritz
ville. Other newly established offices are
Menno, Ne\dand, Tabor, Lanz and Othello.

CHAPTER IV.

DESCRIPTIVE.

, Adams county has an area of 1,696 square
miles; a •broad, rolling, upland mesa, 2,000

feet above Sea level, stretching out over an ex
panSIve grain field. It is bounded on the north
hI" L' I .
• lIlCO n, on the west by Douglas, on the

SOuth and east by Franklin and \iVhitman coun-
lies It h ., as an average altitude of 1,800 feet.

The acreage area is 1,178,560, and nearly all
this land is valuable for. agricultural or graz
ing purposes. In 1903 the assessor listed 795,
594 acres. Much of the land remaining un
imprO\'ed is held by the Northern Pacific Rail
way Company or by speculators. At present
the population is nearly 10,000, and increasing
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rapidly. Many nationalities and every state in
the union are represented by its people.

The soil is a light loam, or volcanic ash,
very productive with little moisture, and be
ing in many places 200 feet deep, will never,
through excessive tillage, become barren. With
the exception of a few tracts of land abutting
the water courses where volcanic action has
caused eruption, of small rock and volcanic
dust, the country is an undulating prairie. It
is along these water courses that the railway
company found the easiest grades. Naturally
the rail route lies not through the most attrac
tive portions of the county, nor are its mani
fold scenic beauties to be witnessed from the
car window of a Pullman coach. Unfortun
ately, this fact has been the occasion of some
misrepresentation by tourists. Barren and
forbidding it may appear to the casual traveler,
yet beyond his range of vision lie thousands of
acres of most inviting lands. Let him leave
the train, take his position upon a kopje half
a mile away on either side of the railroad, and
he will be agreeably surprised at the vista open
ing before him. "Far as the eye can see, the
vision roam," he will gaze, if in harvest time,
upon miles and miles of rich, golden wheat; he
will see in many directions the world famous
combined harvester-the acme of improvement
in agricultural machinery-drawn by 32
horses, heading, threshing and sacking the
money-purchasing cereal, and within the scope
of his view of the landscape handsome and sub
stantial farm houses and many other evidences
of prosperity and plenty. The Adams county
wheat belt has been aptly termed the poor
man's county. The country entire has been
christened the "Bread Basket of the World."
The average yield of wheat, year in and year
out, is twenty bushels. Crops garnered by
the more skillful and experienced farmers, who
carefully and intelligently cultivate their lands,
greatly exceed this average.

The Northern Pacific Railway extends
through the county from the northeast to the

southwest corner, 57 miles I 6-, f
. ' , /;' eet. The

Oregon RaIlroad & Navigation Comp I
'. anv las a

mIleage of nme miles and I -8 I feet"'
'J .,. In the

southeast corner of the county In tl. Ie same
corner, Adams is separated fr0111 Whitman
county, by the Palouse fIver.

"Only suitable for grazing" This was the
verdict of the early settlers of the Palouse coun_
try to the southeast of Adams county. It was
considered far too dry and sterile to produce
grain crops. But as the wonderful productire
ability became recognized, and following the
separation of Adams from \Vhitman county,
this section began to be settled and, while at
this time Adams county has been less de\'el
oped than any other in the state, her land is
now all taken up, and there is none open for
homestead entry.

The homeseeker in .'\dams county will find
a mild and equable climate. Here is a rolling
prairie r,800 feet in altitude, with a soil of sur
prising power for the retention of moisture
and where wheat and other small grains, fruit
trees, and in fact, most of the crops grown in
the upper Mississippi valley are successfully
raised.. The summers are short, if hot, and dur
ing the winter there is experienced some cold
weather. In the latter season the mercury will
at times fall below zero, but these severe periods
are also of brief duration. In what may be
termed the heated term temperatures of from
90 to roo degrees are sometimes reached. The
mean annual temperature is 46 to 48 degrees,
ranging from 24 degrees in January to 68 de
grees in July. The low temperatures are :x
ceptional; the winters are not rigorous. !'iot
so oppressive as in the eastern states are the
high temperatures gained during the summer
seasQns. So dry is the air over the immense
plateau that evaporation is rapid and this has
the effect of reducing the temperature of the
body. Says the United States Weather Bu

reau:
"F . . d 'ld s of climate,or equabIlIty an ml nes .

absence of very hot or cold \\·a\·es. and tree-
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Rainfall,
inches.

No. of
showers.

Months

that during the ten years last past .there was a
precipitatioll of 124.19 inches, which gives an
annual average of 12.42, the range being from
7.02 inches in 1891 to 17.05 inches in 1897.
The first five years of the decade give an aver
age of IO.90, while the a\·erage for the last five
years shows an annual average of 13.90 inches,
which tends to prove the prevailing impres
sion as correct, that in a semi-arid country the·
rainfall is increased by its cultivation."

In 1902 the Rit:::,uille Times commented as
I follows:

'
I "Through the courtesy of the HOll. Daniel

Buchanan"who has kept a record for ten years,
I we are enabled to append a table showing the
I precipitation in Adams county during the year
! 1901. It \vill be noticed that the average for

the year is 1.76 inches below the normal rain-·
fall. Still, the crops were above the average
yield. The wonderful qualities of the soil to
withstand drought is thus illustrated. The

I table follows:
!
I

January .....•............
February .
J\"Iarch ..........•.........

9· ..........•........ 1·99
12 2.08

II 0.78
.'\pril ,., .
l\'Iay .
June .

5···········.······ ..0·32
9····· .. ·.· .. ··.· .... 0.64
8. " ., 1.10

Year, No. of
showers.

July .
August .
September .
October .

4· '.' 0·43
4 0.17

II 1.39

I .....•••...•..••.. ..0.01

Total showers, 857: rainfall, 124.19 inches..
In connection with this table Mr. Buchanan
said:

"A critical examination of this table shows

Average previous ten years 12.42

Short of average 1.76

"As \yill be seen by the ;:hove table July and
August are the dry months. The rainy season
commences in September or October. Novem
ber, December, January and February witness
the greatest precipitation; March and April arc
variable and May and June are often sho\\"ery
and cool. The farmers figure on a large yield

r&)I . , ...• , 58 .
1&)2 75 .
1&)3 '" " .. " ,. 96 .
1894 . . . . . •. 86• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

1&)5 75 _ .
1895 91 .
r8g7 . • . . . . . . • . . . . •. 97 ...........•........
1898 68 .
ISw . . . . 106

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

1900. . 117' . .... . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .

7·02
11.26

13·72
11.68

10·84
15·15
17.0 5
9.21

14.56
13·70

November .
December .......•........

Total .

II ............•....... 1.16

8 0.59

93········ 10.66
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with one rain in June, while even this is not
necessary to make a fair crop.

"To eastern farmers this may appear un
desirable for agricultural purposes, but as
we have no hot, burning south winds, when
thoroughly and candidly considered, it is an
ideal arrangement. The grain is sown in the
fall and remains in the ground during the
months of the greatest moisture, and is har
vested during the dryest part of the year. Rust
is unknown here. The grain does not need to
be stored. Indeed, hundreds of thousands of
sacks of grain may be seen in the fields with
no covering save the blue sky."

Mark VV. Harrington, ex-chief of the Uni
ted States Weather Bureau, in speaking of the
soil of some parts of the Inland Empire" in
cluding the county of Adams, says:

"The fine soil is very fertile. It seems to
be a kind which is perpetually fertile. In the
whole world I know of only one locality which
has a similar soil. That is the north of China,
in the two provinces of Shansi and Stensi, west
of Pekin. This is the original home of the Chi
nese, from which they spread out over the rest
of China. The soil is wonderfully fertile, tor
though it has been cultivated for 4,000 years,
it remains unchanged and to me this soil seems
to be the same, from which I am led to believe
it is inexhaustible. Another characteristic of
the soil is the small fall of water required to
raise crops."

The farmer of Adams county has profited to
an unusual degree by the wonderful improve
ments in farm machinery of late years. Our
forefathers whose farm work was so largely
done by hand, would imagine themselves in a
new world should they examine the methods
of today. In no department of agriculture has
the change been greater than in wheat raising.
The light soil and level surface of Adams coun
ty, with its recent settlement by an enterpris
ing and cosmopolitan population, has led to the
use of the most modem machinery. Each

farmer thus handles a large acreage at less ex-

pense and is, to a great degree saI'eel f
., ' rom the

labor problem which IS so serious a feature of
the harvest seasons of the older states ,{

. . r- orses
of good quality are plenty and cheap, and are
used 111 farm work 111 teams of six or eight.
The wheat IS about equally divided between fall
and spring grain. Spring seeding commences
about the latter part of February. The drills
used are from twelve to sixteen feet in length
drawn by six or eight horses, and seedin~
twenty acres a day. Then follows plowing for
next year's crop, substituting for the walking
plow of former days, the two or three gang, or
four-disc plow, cutting from three to five feet
in a furrow. Several farmers in Adams county
operate steam plows, breaking up sel'enty-five
acres per day. Harvest commences about July
4th, and is carried on with the best harvesting
machinery in the world, the steam thresher,
with modern improvements, capable of thresh
ing over two thousand bushels per day, or the
combined harvester drawn by 32 horses or
worked by steam, where a single machine, with
half a dozen men, cuts, threshes and sacks
ready for market, twenty-five to forty acres of
wheat per day. The wheat is drawn to the
warehouse or the railroad by teams of from
four to eight horses, usually drawing two or
three "trail" wagons.

Fall seeding follows closely after harvest.
The winter, usually, is open and mild, allowing
plowing and other farm work to continue to a
considerable extent. The farmer of Adams
county has but few idle days during any portion
of the year, and better yet, plenty of reason at
the close of the year to congratulate himself on

the result of his labors.
This description of agricultural industries

is not confined to Adams county, but is in
cidental to the entire Big Bend country, of
which this history is an impartial state~ent of
facts in so far as such facts could be obtained.. ,
Throughout the counties of Lincoln, Douglas
and Franklin the routine is much the same, as
is the soil a~d climate. But in the preceding
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chapters we have not devoted much space to the
industrial details of Inland Empire farming,
and the descriptive portions concerning Adams
county will aptly apply to many other sections

of the Big Bend.
The purest of soft \\-ater has Adams coun

ty. In this she excels a number of neighboring
counties. Wells are dug or drilled from six
to several hundred feet deep. The most con
siderable stream is Cow Creek in the eastern
part of the county. The Palouse river crosses
the southeastern corner of the county. In the
northeastern portion lies an extensive body of
\rater known as Colville lake. Although this
is available for irrigation purposes it has never
been so used. The Adams county farmer will
contend that he has no necessity for irrigation.
And he makes his word good by enormous crop
results. October 24, 1902, the Rl:/;;villc Timcs
said:

"The principal products of this section are
wheat, oats, barley, cattle, hogs, fruit and vege
tables. The principal crop is, of course, wheat,
and the fact must not be overlooked that wheat
raised in this section, owing to the excellent
qualities of the soil and climate, is actually the
best milling wheat in the state, and always
brings in the open market from three to four
cents per bushel more than any other wheat in
the state except Walla \Valla wheat, which is
the same. The average yield of wheat last year
(UJOl) for the county, carefully compiled by
responsible statisticians, was 370 bushels per
acre, and the average by years for the past ten
years, taken as a whole, twenty-two and one
half bushels per acre. Oats and barley yield
from 40 :0 60 bushels per acre. Rye yields
from IS to 25 bushels. Potatoes grow here
very Successfully, the procluct being a hardy,
mealy specimen and much admired by those
onIy acquainted with the watery kind grown in
Irngat' l' .Ion (Istncts. All the hardy vegetables
and fruits thrive well in this county without ir
ngation. From a work entitled "Adams Coun-

ty," published by the Ritz\'ille Chamber of
Commerce, \ve glean the following informa
tion:

"In the early settlement of this county a
few of the new comers sowed Bluestem and
Little Club in the fall. Both being spring
wheats their efforts resulted disastrously, either
in a poor stand or having to be reseeded. About
1894 or 1895 a small acreage was seeded to
:\1ichigan Bronze or Martin Amber. This vari
ety shattered easily, even to the extent of one
half the crop, thus entailing great loss. But the
yield served to convince the farmers that winter

wheat raising would be profitable, prO\-iding
that varieties which do not shatter could be ob
tained.

"In the fall of 1896 the late Hon. D. Buch
anan purchased a car load of Jones' Red \Vinter
Fife to be used as seed by himseJi and neigh·
bors. The result was 'very satisfactory and
this wheat has become a standard variety,
though closely followed by Shoe Peg. There
are numerous other varieties, but these two now
are the most generally raised, being hardy and
good yielders. To be successful in winter
wheat raising the ground should be well plowed
not less than six inches deep, early in the
spring, harrowed frequen tly during the sum
mer to retain moisture and prevent the growth
of \Yeeds; then seeded in September, thus giv
ing the plant ample time to make a suitable
growth and stool Ollt in the fall. Kot less than
50 or 60 pounds of good, clean seed should be
sown per acre. There is, practically, no dan
ger of winter wheat winter-killing in this coun
try, provided it has come up and stooled in the
fall. The raising of winter wheat has several
advantages; notably, the seeding can be done
in the fall when the farmer is not crowded with
his work, thus enabling him to get at his sum
mer fallowing earlier in the spring, and which
should always be done as early as possible. The
grain ripens from ten to thirty days earlier,
getting it out of the way of much hot weather."
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Concerning the topographical and geologi

cal conditions of Adams county the work from
which we have quoted coritinues:

"To the eastward of the Big Bend of the
Columbia the plain rises slowly from an eleva
tion of five or six hundred feet at the river to
2,000 feet at the eastern boundary of the state.
The plain is crossed here and there by aban
doned river courses known as coulees, which
are of various depths. A portion of the state
geographical report regatding the Columbia
Lava Plain will be of interest:

"'About the Miocene Tertiary period, as
far as we know, this great region was 'com
paratively a low plain, with occasional high
hills, especially upon the eastern borders, near
the present Idaho line. It is to be presumed
that the rocks comprising this plain were com
posed largely of the same material as those of
the Cascades, lying to the northward and west
ward. Within the floor of this old plain great
fissures were formed at different places, and
through these masses of molten rock came
from the depths below and flowed out in great
sheets. This molten rock, upon cooling was
of a black color and of a variety known as
basalt. The rock was in such a highly molten
condition that from each fissure the lava flowed
many miles before· cooling and coming to a
standstill. After this first great outpouring
there came a time of quiesence, the lava cooled
upon the surface, and a soil was formed which
supported a considerable vegetation. In time,
however, there came other flows, the vegeta
tion was largely destroyed, the only remnants
remaining being layers of petrified wood and
charcoal, now found interbedded with layers
of lava. In this fashion, with alternating pe
riods of activity arid times of quiet, the great
lava plains of the Columbia were formed.'

"This explains the geological peculiarity of
a region unlike any other, and answers the
numerous questions propounded by strangers
upon their arrival in Adams county."

October 24, 1902, the Rit::-uille Times said:

"We might mention here that Professor W
]. Sutton, south of Ritzville, threshed last yea~

47,000 bushels from 1,280 acres; :Mr. ]. G
Bennett threshed 50 bushels per acre from 42~

acres; Mr. W. C. Reeder threshed from 240

acres.1O,800 bushels. These large yields are
not gIven as an average, but simply to show'
what Adams county soil will do when properl
cultivated and scientifically farmed. The for
lowing gentlemen who have lived in Adams
county from 18 to 22 years, :Ylessrs. William
McKay, W. C. Reeder, Philip A. Grub, James
Turner and many others say they have never
known a failure of crops in this county, and
also say that the soil produces better now than
it did years ago. However, there are two rea
sons for this fact; first, that while it has been
proven that 25 bushels of wheat to the acre can
be grown without any rain whatever during the
summer the yield is larger if more moisture
falls, and that it is an acknowledged fact that,
as the country settles up. and with the planting
of more trees, the rainfall increases, and the
rainfall now is considerably greater than it was
twenty or even ten years ago; and, second, that
the farmers have about abandoned the old
method of seeding on the stubble and raising
what is known as volunteer wheat, they are
tilling the soil better and farming on a more
scientific basis, and naturally as this continues
to increase the acreage yields will grow nearer
to what is considered now phenomenal yields."

For many years the bunch grass which
grew luxuriantly and bounteously, attracted the
stockmen and herds of cattle, horses and sheep,
roamed over the country. Gradually the home
steader made inroads, cut off the browsing
plains and fenced up the grass, until now the
big stockman is no more. Many farmers own
small herds of cattle or horses \\'hich thrive on
the pasture lands. The present people of Adams
county are a land-holding class, and large land
owners. The inhabitants who have been here
any length of time appreciate the value of thIS

d f governmentland. The first comers secure ree
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land, as did all until such land was exhausted.
Then the farmers began buying the railroad
grant land, and increased their farming oper

ations. Farms from 640 to 1,280 acres are
common, and farms of 2,000 or more are not
infrequent. A man can handle as much as is
his ability to handle men and horses. They
plow with steam and gang plows, harrow with
multiple harrows; sow with a string of extra
\ride drills, and reap with headers and steam
threshers, or massive, combined harvesters.

But these large land holdings must grad
ually be broken up and thus make room for
more settlers. The scarcity and trouble with
labor every years limits one man's operations.
Many farmers have made enough to end their
lives in ease and are retiring. More will fol
Io\\". Cultivated lands are thus continually on
the market and the average holdings per farmer

are gradually being reduced.
Following are the shipments of wheat from

Adams county points during the year 19°2:
Harrison, 156,300 bushels; Iona, 146,000;
Ritzville, 1,100,000; Paha, 15°,000; Lind,
600,000; Cunningham, 110,000; \Vashtucna,

jOO.OOO; Hatton, 283,000. .
Says the Ritzville Times of October 24,

I<)02 :

"Stock-raising is not carried on here as ex
tensii'ely as it is in some other portions of the
state, but at the same time every facility for the
raising of stock on a moderate scale is offered.
The favorable climate, the luxuriant and nutri
tious grasses, which abound in the unsettled
portions of the county, upon which a lim~ted

number of stock will range, feed and fatten the
year rouud, are appreciated by many. How
ever, there are large numbers of our farmers

Just beginning to turn their attention more to
blOOded stock, there having been the last sea

SOn quite a few registered animals brought in
from other places and disposed of in this sec

!Jon. The assessor's books for 1903 have listed
th re Ive stock of Adams county as follows:

Horses, 12,415; cattle, 10,041; sheep, 28,736;
hogs, 40453."

In the early settlement of this county it was
thought that only the most hardy fruits would
grow in this climate. Consequently only ap
ples of this variety were planted. Many could
be found then who would say that it was time
and money thrown away to plant any kinds of
fruit, but gradually, appreciating the effect of
the Japan ocean current upon all the northwest,
west of the Rocky Mountains, and taking ad
vantage of the experience of those who had ex
perimented in a small way, the farmers began
to plant a larger variety of fruit, until now it
is_ a demonstrated fact that apples, prunes,
plums, pears, hardy peaches and all kinds of
small fruits yield prolifically, and for flavor, as

well as size, Adams county apples can challenge
the world. Resultant from these facts the num
ber of orchards have increased in number and
size. Another advantage in this section is that
it is free from ravages of injurious pests, and
there is no necessity for spraying and other
watchfulness so necessary in most fruit coun
tries. It is a question of only a short time when
this county will export this line of produce in
large quantities, as the mining districts of
northern Idaho, \Vashington and British Col
umbia offer the best markets in the world.

Concerning the subject of irrigation-a
most important one, by the way-a writer in
one of the Adams county papers says:

"The scheme of a ditch from the Palouse
river down \Vashtucna coulee originated be

tween 25 and 30 years ago, when Uncle Jim
Kennedy and Hans Neise, then partners in the
stock business, talked of bringing water down
for the use of their animals. An investigation

proved that by reason of expense the plan was
not feasible. In the earl)' '90S R. F. Wells, a

Tacoma capitalist, was interested in the project,
and in 1892 employed Mr. C. T. Booth to run
a survey. The returns were satisfactory. and
Joshua Pierce, also of Tacoma, was drawn into
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the scheme and went to Philadelphia and was
successful in floating $60,000 worth of bonds
to buy IO,OOO acres of land along the route.
Actual construction began in April, 1893. King
& Company, of Tacoma, took the contract to
complete the ditch and flumes down to the sum
mit. By fall they had practically completed the
exca\'ation work and most of the fluming and
had built a rat-trap dam. This dam was an
expensive part of the work, and was poorly
built. and as soon as completed washed out.
This discouragement forced King & Company
to throw up their contract. The period of
'hard times' then set in and it was not until
1897 that the company was reorganized and an
other contract was let to E. C. Burlingame,
who practically completed the ditch and put
in the dam which now stands. However, he
met with reverses and the following spring
threw up his contract, and the company took
the business in hand and placed Mr. C. T.
Booth in charge of the work. Durjng the next
three years, more or, less, water was brought
down, but the discovery was finally made that,
owing to the character of the ground, the ditch
would not be a success unless cemented or
sanded, and at this point the company balked
and threw up the whole business, and the prop
erty has lain idle to this date."

In April, 1904, Edwin T. Coman, of Col
fax, and 'William Huntly, of Endicott, pur
chased the entire holdings of the Palouse Ditch
Company for $60,000 and made preparations
to put it in operation. About 1892 an irriga
tion canal extending about twenty miles through
the \Vashtucna valley was almost completed.
The "panic" of 1893 prevented its completion
and operation. Nine or ten years later the
project was again taken up by a company and
an attempt made to put about 5,000 acres under
water. A government survey has now been
completed to irrigate land in this vicinity and
befope long the \Vashtucna country will, doubt
less, become known as a great irrigation coun
try.

Abouteiglot miles west of Hatton "d
. , ",-l. ams

county; there IS almost an inexhaustible
. , . SUPply

of slhca. Ten years ago thIs was mined for
shIpment. to eastern markets, but o\\'ing to the
advance 111 freIght rates the mining was dis
continued. At t~e mill silica brings from $25
to $35 per ton. fhe slhca of Adams County is
96 per cent. pure-the purest of any in 'the
world. Recently the mine has been put in
working order again and occasionally a Ship
ment is made to the pottery and glass plants,
The mine is owned by ] ohn H unner, of Spo
kane. A company known as the Silver Polish
Company, composed of Hatton business men,
has been formed to manufacture a polish, the
principal ingredient of which is silica. The
officers of this company are Otis L. Algoe,
president; ]. F. Dealy, secretary; H. R.Ochel
tree, treasurer; M. C. Munger, \V. C. Smith,
directors.

In discussing recently the advantages of
Adams county Mr. O. R. Holcomb, a prominent
attorney, said;

"A person driving out through the country
for the first time in almost any direction in
Adams county, would be most agreeablyaston
ished at the evidences of thrift and comfort on
every hand. He would almost be compelled to
believe that he was in the midst of one of the
oldest settled and most populous communities
instead of in one of the newest lind sparsely
settled. In the sections that have been settled
for fifteen or sixteen years, he would find large,
commodious houses, barns and granaries,
thri fty orchards, wells with wind mills that
force the water to the barn and into the house.
In the more newly settled neighborhoods he
would find houses that would compare exceed
ingly favorably with the houses that have ex
isted for a generation in Iowa and Illinois. He
would see nothing but fat, sleek horses and
cattle. He would see large church buildings

and commodious school houses. * * *
\Ve have no 'confidence game' to work on un-

Wesuspecting people. \Ve have no boom. '
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have hoed our own row for a score of years,
and one can come to Adams county, or stay
away, as he pleases. If any come we want only
the honest, energetic, intelligent and active to
come. \Ve have no room here for the shiftless,
lazv or dishonest dregs of the east. Our so-. '
ciety ami environments are good and we wish
them to remain so. Vve spend very little com
paratively, for a county of 6,000 inhabitants,
ieeding prisoners or paupers, and t1)ose we do
ieed are generally transients, and we wish them
to keep it so. Of course, the poor but honest
and energetic are always welcome, and their
opportunities will be improved by coming
here, both by natural conditions, and the treat
ment of our people."

Concerning diversified farming the book,
"Adams County," published by the Ritzville
Chamber of Commerce, says:

"While the phenomenal success of wheat
has proved it to be the grain best adapted to
.-\dams county, our climate and soil are well
fitted for the growth of any of the crops com
mon to the Central West. Corn has always
given very satisfactory results to those who
have raised it. The cool nights, which are such
a pleasant feature of the summer, lessen the
growth of the stalk, and the yield per acre,
but it always matures and is raised with very
little trouble. Many farmers plant corn on the
early plowed summer fallowed land which

would otherwise be idle during the year, and
they almost always report a good crop with the
soil in the best condition for wheat the follow-
,

mg season.
"Potatoes have always been a staple crop,

surer even, than wheat, and yielding from 50 to
too bushels per acre. They are grow~ very
easily, mature early and can be harvested any
time before Christmas. Of late years the mar
ket has been more uniform and exports of po
tatoes are a leading item with many of our mer
chants. Barley grows as easily as wheat and
sells well for feed and export. On summer
fallow ground it is especially prolific, matur-

ing early and yielding from twenty to forty
bushels per acre. Several varieties are grown
with success. A new and very popular feed for
horses is spelts. This cereal seems to be a
combination of wheat, barley, oats and rye in
one. It yields 30 to 45 bushels per acre, seem
ing to do equally well in the dryest seasons.
Sample yi elds have run as high as eighty and
often sixty bushels per acre. It can be cut with
a header or reaper, and stacked while green
without rotting. The climate has been found
too dry to raise timothy except along the creeks.
A number of forage crops, as kaffir corn, mil
let, soja beans and brome grass are grown with
success in various parts of the county. \Vithin
the last year or two clover has been introduced
with satisfactory results.

"About two years ago Mr. Fred Miller, a
new arrival from Russia, set out six hundred
grape vines. Nearly all of them lived, and this
year (1903) he has added one thousand more.
Many of his neighbors are also starting vine
yards. In speaking of the possibility of rais
ing grapes in Adams county, Mr. Miller says
wheat-raising will soon be a secondary matter
with him. The experimental station started
this year by the Agricultural department prom
ises to be a great help in diversifying farming
and bringing forward the varieties of grain
best adapted to the soil."

In regard to markets Adams county is most
advantageously situated, It is surrounded with
great mining and timber industries, and there
is a constant local demand for farm products.
Add to this the fact that it is in the center of
the wheat belt, a few hours from the Pacific
coast, and also in direct communication on a
trans-continental railway with eastern markets.
Here .\laska, the Hawaiian Islands, China, Ja
pan and the Philippine Islands are seeking to
supply an increasing consumption of wheat.
The horse and cattle markets are superior, and
carefully considered, it seems that no part of
the union affords a more promising field.



CHAPTER V.

POLITICAL.

By the legislative act creating Adams
county James G. Bennett, George Sinclair, Sr.,
and John L. Johnson were named as county
commissioners of the new county, and served
as such, their fil st meeting being held Decem
ber 19, 1883. Mr. Sinclair was chosen chair
man of the board. The other county officials,
named by the commissioners, were as follows:

Auditor, Samuel A. \'Vells; treasurer, \Vill
iam :llcKay; superintendent of schools, Mrs.
Christina Bennett; sheriff, John B. Whittle
sey; assessor, Edwin Carrico; coroner, James
EdlYards; probate judge, Clark Long. All of

,

these officers were selected by a unanimous vote
of the board.

It is indeed unfortunate that the officials of
the different counties or \Vashington ha\-e, in
the past, not deemed it of great importance to
preserw records of the various election returns.
O\\'ing to this it is impossible to give the reader
the results of any of the elections held in .-'\dams
county prior to 1896, except the names of those
who served the county in official capacities as
gleaned from the commissioner's journal.

The first election held in Adams countv was-
that of the general election of :-:O\'ember 4,
1884. At that period there were three voting
precincts in the county; number r, polling place,
Ritz\-ille; number 2, polling place, G. \V. Bas
setl's house; number 3, polling place Roben
Downs' house. The officers of election for
these different precincts were as follows:

1\umber r, Joseph Comparet, inspector;
Gage S. Gritman and Nelson H. Greene, jud
ges; Allen Hiltman and J. B. Lister, clerks.

I\umber 2, G. v\'. Bassett, inspector; T. W.
Martin and James F. Fletcher, judges; G. \\".
Tucker, clerk.

Number 3, Edwin Carrico, inspector; D.
H. Carrico and Ste\'en Del'enish, judges; John
Schaffer and Alexander l\IcLeod. clerks.

The following officials \vere elected in 1884:
Probate Judge, Clark Long; treasurer, J. B.
\Vhittlesey; auditor, \Y. J. Ferguson; sheriff,
A. T. Lemon (who resigned and :-:. H. Greene
\vas appointed in 1885) ; school superintendent,
Mrs. Christina Bennett; sun·eyor. T. N. Haus
child; assessor, T. Martin, (R. J. Neergaard
appointed to fill vacancy April 20, 1885). The
county commissioners elect were G. \"1. Bas·
sett, George Sinclair (chairman). and Robert
Do\vns. Do\vns resigned and .-'\ndrew Mc
Queen was appointed to fill the \'acancy August

8, 1885.
In the election of 1886 there \vere four vat·

ing precincts. the last one having been fanned
in the south\vestern part of the county, and the
voting place being the Northern Pacific section
house at Lind station. The officers appointed

to conduct this election were:
Precinct 1\0. I.-J. J. Compare!' inspector;

G. S. Gritman. William Edwards. judges; E.
D..Gilson, clerk. The polling place was the

county auditor's office, Ritzville.
Precinct No. 2.-J. F. Collier. inspector;

T. W. Martin and L.R. Brakefield, judges;
polling place was at the residence of G. W.
Bassett.

I .. ector'Precinct No. 3.-D. H. Carnco. IOSp •
'h'desRobert Downs and Stephen Devel1ls , JU g .
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polling place the residenc~ of Robert Downs.
Precinct No. 4·-Charles Jell, inspector;

W. C. Campbell and]. J. Merriman, judges;

Mrs. Merriman, clerk.
A calwas of the vote showed that the fol-
•

lowing officials had been elected:
Auditor, R. ]. Neergaard; assessor, \V. F.

Newland; sheriff, N. H. Greene; school super
intendent, Mrs. C. Bennett; treasurer, ]. B.
Whittlesey; (he resigned November 12, 1888,
and H. T. Janssen was appointed) ; surveyor,
T. W. Hauschild; probate judge, Clark Long;
sheep commissioner, Thomas Durry; coroner,
James Edwards (who resigned and Dr. M. H.
Daggett was appointed May 3, 1887. The
county commissioners who served the succeed
ing two years were George Sinclair, chairman,
John Moore and G. VV. Bassett.

At the election of 1888 Precinct NO.5 had
been added, and the polling place "'as at the
residence of 1.. 1.. Sutton. These were elected.

Probate judge, J. D. Keefer. On the death
of Mr. Keefer, Samuel 1.. Cronce was appoint
ed May 6, 1890. School superintendent, R. C.
Egbers; Auditor, R. J. N eergaard: treasurer,
H. T. Janssen; assessor, G. S. Edwards: sher
iff, F. P. French; commissioners, John S. Bo
vee, chairman, Joseph S. Milam and Andrew
McQueen.

The election of 1889 was held for the pur
pose of ratifying the constitution of the new
State of vVashington. In Adams county G. K.
Tuttle was elected clerk of the superior court,
that office having been provided by the ne,,·
constit\1tion adopted. .

The county election of 1890 resulted as fol
lows: Assessor, F. P. French; school super
Intendent, R. C. Egbers; sheriff. Henry Zim
merman; treasurer, F. M. Egbers; auditor and
clerk, S. 1.. Cronce; coroner, A. E. Severence;
surveyor, Louis Scholl, J r.; county attorney,
]. C. Adams; county commissioners, P. 1..
Kretzer, chairman, A. E. Elder and]. Smith.

There were few changes in the personnel of
the Adams county officials, elected in 1892, with

the exception of the commissioners and treas
urer. John Bovee succeeded F. M. Egbers as
treasurer, and the new commissioners were E.
E. Ellis, William G. Spanjer and 1.. Root. In
July, 1893, County Attorney]. C. Adams re
signed and P. Davies was appointed. Coroner
A. E. Severence removed from the county and
F. R. Burroughs was named January 3, 1893.

But two years later in the election of 1894
a number of new names and faces appeared in
the political field. The successful ones were
as follows: Clerk, James \\Talton; assessor, '.Y.
W. King; county attorney, 1.. Davies (the lat-

. ter resigned and O. R. Holcomb was appointe]
April 2, 1895); surveyor, A. 1.. Coffee;
coroner, John A. Thiel; auditor, \V. O.
Lewis; school superintendent, J. \V. Emmert;

. .

treasurer, George Sinclair; sheriff, John A.
Thompson; county commissic'ners, 1.. Root,
chairman, A. S. Kelsey and A. J. Willis.

In 1896 the Populists entered the field with
a show of considerable strength. A populist
county convention was held at Ritzville June 2,
1896. \V. C. Reeder presided as chairman, and
1. B. Laing as secretary assisted by C. F. Fis
cher. vVith the exception of a candidate for
coroner the convention placed a full ticket in
the Adams county political field.

The Republican party held its convention,
also, at Ritzville, in July. Kominations for all
the county officers were made. 1.. \V. Shaw
"'as made chairman and Benjamin Martin, sec
retary. The convention was almost unani
mously in favor of the free and unlimited coin
age of silver at a ratio with gold of sixteen to
one. In the convention the only contests were
based on the nominations for representative and
sheriff. For the former office G. VV. Bassett
"nd G. Leonard were candidates, the former
representing the gold standard element of the
party. Mr. Leonard was nominated, receiving
34 votes. Mr. Bassett, owing more particular
ly to his position as favorable to the gold stand
~,rd, received only 12 votes. For the office of
sheriff E. Hill, J. ]. Merriman and A. G. Mor-
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!y were candidates, Mr. Merriman being nom
nated on the second ballot.

No Democratic ticket was placed in Adams
county in the campaign of 1896. A mass meet
ing was called in Ritzville in September. Near
ly all the sih'er supporters were present. It
was decided as inadvisable to put another silver
ticket in the field, but all Democrats were urged
~o cast their votes for the Populist ticket.

The 1896 election resulted in an almost
complt.te victory for the Populists, that party
c:lrrying the county for presidential electors,
congregressional, state, legislative and judicial
candidates and electing all the county officers
except treasurer, coroner and surveyor, the
candidates for the last two offices having no
opposition. Following is the official vote:

For Republican Electors-243.
For People's Party Electors, 363.
For Congressmen-So C. Hyde, 238; "V.

H. Doolittle, 233; ]. H. Lewis, Pop., 362; W.
C. Jones, Pop., 361.

For Governor-P. C. Sullivan, Kep., 238;
John R. Rogers, Pop., 366.

For State Senator-W. T. Dovell, Rep.,
242; John 1. Yeend, Pop., 368.

For Representative G. Leonard, Rep.,
246; ]. O. Couch, Pop., 361.

For Judge of the Superior Court-\Vallace
Mount, Rep., 286; C. H. Neal, Pop., 326.

For Sheriff-]. ]. Merriman, Rep., 302;
]. A. Thompson, Pop., 314.

For Clerk of Court-So T. Wilburn, Rep.,
258; Louis Walton, Pop., 355.

For Auditor-William Synder, Rep., 250;
W. O. Lewis, Pop., 366.

For Treasurer-George Sinclair, Rep.,
331; W. F. Winslow, Pop., 287.

For Prosecuting Attorney-S. L. Cronce,
Rep., 240; H. O. Holcomb, Pop., 371.

For Assessor-A. W. Shaw, Rep., 279; ]a
cob Bauer, Pop., 334.

For Superintendent of Schools-Mrs. L.
Bemis, Rep., 272; John Emmert, Pop., 344.

For Surveyor-]. ]. Koch, Rep., 356.

For Coroner-]. M. Adams, Rep "8
F C

.. ., 3J .
or ommlssloner, First Distr'lct.-L

Roo~ Rep., 258;.1. N. Olson, Pop., 346. .
For CommIssioner, Second District_L. W

Shaw, Rep., 255; A. S. Kelse)' Pop 3 ., ., 47·
. The second Adams county populist colwen-

tlOn was held at Ritzville Saturday J' une?5
1898. Thomas B. Leonard was chosen chair:
man and John A. Willis, secretary. There
were present 58 delegates, and a full set t'. a
candIdates for the county officers were nan dle .

On the same day the Democrats held a ses-
sion and an attempt was made to effect fusion
between that element and the Populists. The
Democrats claimed to have a voting strength
1I1 the county of from 75 to 150. They desired
to name the candidate for representative in
case fusion was accomplished. To this the
Populists refused to listen, and decided to go
into the contest unassisted.

] une 28th the Republicans assembled, also
at Ritzville, with 28 delegates entitled to seats.
W. K. Kennedy was named as chairman and
\V.. "V. Zent secretary. O. H. Greene was
made pennanent chairman. A full county ticket
was named, nearly every candidate being nom
inated by acclamation. The result was a com
plete surprise to the 'Populists and resulted in
their overwhelming defeat. It was a reversal
of the election of two years previous by major
ities ranging from one to 147 in favor of the
Republicans. Following is the result of the
official can vass :

For Congress-]ames Hamilton Lewis,
Pop., 249; F. W. Cushman, Rep., 269·

For Representative George Sinclair, Rep.,

306; W. O. Lewis. Pop., 240.
For Sheriff-Edwaret Hill, Rep.. :273; J.

C. Shoro, Pop., 272.
For Clerk-E. D. Gilson, Rep., 318; John

Bovee, Pop., 230.
For Auditor-G. A. Kennedy, Rep., 29 1;

W. L. Olmstead,Pop., 255.
For Treasurer,-A. W. Shaw, Rep., 339;

L. L. Sutton, Pop., 192.
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For Prosecuting Attorney-\V. "V. Zent,

R ?99' C. Stager, Pop., 238.ep., - ,
For :\ssessor- D. Neilson, Rep., 319; C.

Linn Pop., 226.
For School Superintendent-L. C. Van

Patten, Rep., 330; Walter Staser, Pop., 212.
For Surveyor-J. J. Koch, Rep., (elected

without opposition.)
For Coroner-H. E. Gritman, Rep., 312;

J. A. Thiel, Pop., 231.
. For Commissioner, First District-W. C.
Griffith, Rep., 274; J. N. Olson, Pop., 266.

For Commissioner, Second District-H.
Kensler, Rep., 3°5; L. Zimmer, Pop., 225·

The Republican county convention of 1900
was held at Ritzville, Saturday, June 23. H. E.
ylerriman ",as selected as chairman and D. A.
Scott, secretary. Nearly all the candidates
were nominated by acclamation.

The following election produced an almost
complete rel'ersal in the political complexion of
Adams county. "Vhere the Republicans had
carried everything in 1898, the 1900 election
shows that with two exceptions every Demo
crat on the county ticket was elected. The
Democratic presidential electors won by 52
plurality; the Democrats on the state ticket
were also elected. The result:

Republican Electors, 461.
Democrat Electors, 523.
Prohibition Electors, 30.
Socialist Labor Electors, 3.
Socialist Democratic Electors, 10.

For Congressmen-F. \"1, Cushman, Rep.,
440; W. L. Jones, Rep., 446; F. C. Robertson,
Dem., 529; J. T. Ronald, Dem., 520.

For Governor-J. M. Frink, Rep., 383;
John R. Rogers, Dem., 597.

For State Senator-Oliver. T. Cornwell,
Rep., 438; Robert Gerry, Dem., 542.

For Representative. J. J. Merriman, Rep.,
443; Joseph S. Milam, Dem., 552.

P
For Judge of the Superior Court-H. A.

. Myers Rep . C H N 1 D 6, ., 432 , . . ea , em., 5 3·

51

For Sheriff-H. E. Hill, Rep., 440; J. C.
Shorno, Dem., 569.

For Clerk-Edgar D. Gilson, Rep., 468;
John C. Staser, Dem., 538.

For Auditor-George A. Kennedy, Rep.,
499; Lincoln Laughlin, Dem., S0l.

For Treasurer-M. W. Starr, Rep., 420;
A. W. Shaw, Dem., 579.

For Prosecuting Attorney-\V. \"1. Zent,
Rep., 456; C. L. Holcomb, Dem., 543.

For Assessor-Oscar L. Edwards, Rep.,
42 I; Cecil Linn. Dem., 578.

For. School Superintendent-L. C. Van
Patten, Rep., 505; B. J. Neare, Dem., 497.

For Surveyor-To W. Hauschild, Rep.,
511 ; \Villiam H. McGhee, Dem., 495.

For Coroner-H. E. Gritman, Rep., 478;
John A. Thiel, Dem., 515.

For Commissioner, Second District
George H. Kanzler, Rep., 467; Jacob Schoes
sler, Dem., 52 I.

For Commissioner, Third District-J. M.
Batten, Rep., 480; A. J. Clever, Dem., 516.

The Democrats and Populists joined forces
for the campaign of 19°2, and held a joint
convention at Ritzville, July 12. As chair
man ,,\,. R. Cunningham was selected. Allen
Meisenheimer served as secretary, assisted by
I. B. Laing. The only contests in the conven
tion were for representative, assessor and
clerk. There were present 125 delegates.

The Republicans assembled at Ritzville,
August 30th. There were 79 votes in the con
vention and the only contest was' for the can
didacy for representative. The proceedings
throughout were entirely harmonious.

In the election which followed the Repub
lican candidates on the congressional tickets
carried the connty. A majority of the county
officers were ~Iected by the fusionists. Follow
ing is the official vote:

For Congressmen-George T. Cotterill,
Dem., 624: O. R. Holcomb, Dem., 604; Frank
B. Cole, Dem., 622; W. L. Jones, Rep., (X)8;
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F. W. Cushman, Rep., 656; W. E. Humph
rey, Rep., 674.

For Representative A. S. Newland, Dem.,
670; G. W. Bassett, Rep., 707.

For Sheriff-J. C Shomo, Dem., 873;
Jesse R. Harris, Rep., 513.

For Clerk-George F. Christensen, Dem.,
737: S. G. Scheuerle, Rep., 634.

For Auditor-Lincoln Laughlin, Dem.,
751; E. D. Gibson, Rep., 638.

For Treasurer-C D. Linn, Dem., 750;
\V. J. Bennington, Rep., 624.

For Prosecuting Attorney-C L. Holcomb,
Dem., 755; D. W. Zent, Rep., 628.

For Assessor-Louis Walton D
, em., 763;

Charles Larkin, Rep., 6I!.
For School Superintendent_D L V. . an

Amburgh, Dem., 643; \V. J. Lansing R
6 ' ep.,

73 .
For Surveyor-\V. H. McGhee Dem 6

• , 'J 10'
T. W. Hauschild, Rep., 767. '

For Coroner-J. 'vV. Henderson, Dem.,
686; H. R. Smith, Rep., 677.

For Commissioner of First District-Will_
iam Horn, Dem., 677; H. E. Hill, Rep., 6n.

For Commissioner of Third District-A.
J. Clever, Dem., 621; J. M. Batten, Rep.,

743·

CHAPTER VI.

EDUCATIONAL.

Concerning the educational facilities of
Adams county the Rit:::ville Times, under date
of May 3, 1901, said:

"It is sometimes the case in the newer set
tled portions of the country that the energies
of the people are more devoted to the acquisi
tion of wealth and subjection of territory into
which. they have entered, and in their haste
for material prosperity the higher ideals of
life are overlooked and somewhat disregarded,
hence institutions of learning sometimes have
a hard struggle. While this may be true of
some sections. it cannot be said of Adams
county. The citizens are largely composed of
an intelligent and cultured class of people who
have made the public schools of the county
rank among the best in the state. The common
sYStem extends into the remotest rural districts-
of the county. The buildings are substantial,
conveniently located. and a course of study is
provided for every child from lessons in the
alphabet to the full measure of learning re-

qui red to secure admission to the higher
schools."

District 1\0. 38, \Vhitman county, was or
ganized in the fall of 1882. When Adams
county was formed this district became No.
I of the new countv. Here was a territory of

•
1,9°8 square miles, included as a part of one
school district. The only school in this exten
sive district was at Ritzville. This was estab
lished in 188!. Therewere few children in the
other settlements of the district and these were
either taught by their parents at home or the
other alternative, not at all. The building for
the pioneer school house of Adams county was
a small frame edifice, located \V here now are the
stock yards. Miss Roxana \Vhite, who was a
resident of McMinnville, Oregon, was the
teacher. Her pupils were Jesse and Claud Har-

11 Vanris, Lester, Arthur and Earnest Ke er,
H . Edwards,

Bennett, Clara MacKay, Nora arns
. . B nett andLaura Harns Comparet, BeSSie en

Edith Keller Gibson.
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until the county was organized three years
later this ,,,as the only school in its territory.
With the organization of the county Mrs. J. B.
Bennett was appointed school superintendent,
which office she successfully filled until 1889,
when she was succeeded by R. C. Egbers. The
task confronting Mr. Bennett in bringing
from chaotic conditions, a county school or
ganization was by no means a light one. Many
of the inhabitants 1ll the vlclmty were poor,
and the obstacles at first were so great that it
appeared almost impossible to successfully or
ganize and conduct schools. However, where
there is a will there is a way, and the will was
strong and resolute in these early pioneers of
Adams county. A petition was presented for
the formation of school district No. I by the
residents of Ritzville, and to Mrs. Bennett was
delegated the duty of effecting the organization.
Before a building could be erected for the ini
tial district the enterprising members of the
German settlement northwest of Ritzville had
secured the formation of District NO.2. They
at once built a school building, the first one fol
lowing the creation of the county. This build
ing still stands, five miles northwest of Ritz
ville, and here school has been conducted in
erery year since it was built. Soon after this a
frame house was built on the site of the present
brick school building in the Ritzville district.

January 13, 1884, Mr. S. A. \'Vells was
granted a permit to teach a three months' term
of school, and he was the pioneer teacher fol
lowing the formation of Adams county. Other
permits were granted in 1884 to teach, as fol
lows: May 24, Miss Ida Tuttle; September
20, Mrs. Catherine Kissling; November 24, J.
A. Hewitt.

February 12, 1885, the latter, permit was
reVoked as Mr. Hewitt failed to pass at the
regular teacher's examjnation, February lith
and 12th. This was the first examination ever
held' Ad

In ams county for the benefit of school
teachers. The board of examiners comprised

Mrs. J. G. Bennett, county superintendent, Mr.
J. Ferguson and R. J. N eergaard.

Following are the names of the teachers
who presided over the public schools of Adams
county during the first few years of its history;
the dates their certificates were issued or per
mits granted from 1885 to 1888:

February 12, 1885, Grant Tuttle, 3d grade
certificate; November, 1885, J'vIrs. Fannie New
land, permit; February, 1886, Mrs. Grant Tut
tle, 2d grade certificate; February, 1886, Mrs.
Fannie Newland, 2d grade certificate; April,
1886, Mrs. Mary Elder, permit; July, 1886,
Robert F. Egbers, permi t; November I I, 1886,
Robert c.. Egbers, I st grade certificate; Novem
ber II, 1886, B. N. Carrier, 2d grade certifi
cate; December, 1886, John Bovee, permit;
July 13, 1887, Miss Rhoda Bardwell, permit;
November, 1887, John Bovee, 3d grade certi
ficate; November, 1887, lI·fiss Thressa Buck,
2d grade certificate; November, 1887, Miss
Rhoda Bard\\'ell, 3d grade certificate; May 9,
1888, J. J. Huffman, 2d grade certificate; May
9, 1888, Miss Mary Morgan, 2d grade certifi
cate; May 9, 1888, Miss Lucy Wright, 3d
grade certificate; November 14, 1888, Lewis
A. Shaw, 2d grade certificate; November 14,
1888, Ortho Dorman, 3d grade certificate; N0

vember 14, 1888, Miss Belle Hill, 3d grade cer
tificate.

August 8, 1884, the school superintendent
Mrs. Bennett, apportioned to School District
1'\o. I, $339.96, that being the only district at
the time in the county. In 1885 there were two
districts and the apportionment of school money
was made as follows: February 2d, District
No. I, $84.85; same date, No.2, $109.85;
April 18th No. I, $71.12; 1'\0. 2, $32.74; July
27, No. I, $19°.47; No.2, $121.21.

During the year 1886 the apportionment
was as follows:

January 13, the amount credited to the
county school fund was $660.65. Of this

amount District No. I received $467-4°; Dis-
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Frame . , ,.,.. 73

T I ·· 3 IllSota S"eatJng capaCIty ,
Estimated value of all school property $86,972

Number of school districts in county.... 78

Elementary certificates from State Normal. .. .. .. 2
Advanced course State Normal 4
First grade certificates 13

37Second grade certificates ..
25Third grade certificate ..

Graded schools are at \Vashtucna, twO'

teachers' Paha two teachers; Cunningham,
two teachers; Lnd, five; Hatton, two; Ritz-

. . I t Ritzville andVIlle eleven' HIgh schoo s are a
" I L' d a tw<rLind. Ritzville has a four ane In

years' course.

I
i pie from the east and they commenced flocking
I to the land of promise, and as a consequence the

demand for new school districts was \'ery ur·
gent.

Development in the really frontier portions
of the county had been just as rapid. There
are localitie.s where a few years ago not a sign
of clvl!JzatlOn could be seen, where now on
every hand are houses and barns and plowed
fields and school houses.

The present conditions of the schools of
Adams county are taken from the 1904 report
of the superintendent:

Children 5 to 21 years of age in county , 3,095
Enrolled in public schools '" 2,6;2
Average daily Attendance 1,726
Average months of school maintained 64
N umber of districts maintained in county 93
Number of teachers employed.................. 90
Average monthly salary-

Males $5274
Females $49-90

Pupils in first year's COllrS'e 645
Pupils in second year's course ,362
Pupils in third year's course. .. . .. .. 383
Pupils in fourth year's course 347
Pupils in fifth year's courS'C 339
Pupils in sixth year's course ".... 223
Pupils in seventh year's course . . , ,... 175
Pupils in eighth year's course ,............. IOI

Pupils in ninth year's course ,.... 6,5.
Pupils in tenth year's course , 13
Pupils in eleventh year's course ,..... 19
Pupils in twelfth year's course {T

Graduated from common schools during year... 36
School houses in county-

trict No.2, $193.24. August 3d the amount
of $259.01 was credited to the schools and was
apportioned as follows: District No. I, $79.06;
No.2, $84.3°; NO.3, $95.70.

During the first five years following the
county organization there was some advance
ment made in the public schools. In 1889 we
find that there were ten districts in the county
and the total enrollment had reached 310 pu
pils. These ten districts were in existence when
Mrs. Bennett left the office of county superin
tendent at the beginning of the year 1889.
They were known as follows: One, Ritzville;
Two, German; Three, Deer Valley; Four, Cow
Creek; Five, Lowe; Six, Paha; Seven, Mc
Queen; Eight, Sand Hill; Nine, Lemman; Ten,
Couch.

Robert C. Egbers served the county of
Adams as superintendent of public instruction
four years, from the beginning of 1889 to 1892.
During this period eighteen new school dis
tricts were formed, swelling the total to twen
ty-eight. John \V. Emmert was next chosen
by the public and also served the county four
years. During these four years periods of
financial depression occurred and many dis
tricts found it exceedingly difficult to raise
money with which to carryon schools. How
ever, with careful supervision and much en
couragement from the county superintendent,
school was maintained in the several districts
on an average of six months yearly. Aside
from this nine new dictricts were formed, mak
ing a total of 37 within the limits of the cou'n
ty. During the last year of Mr. Emmert's term
of office the entire county was deeply grieved
by his death. Following his decease the affairs
of the office were ably conducted by his widow,
Mrs. Leta Winslow Emmert. At the close of
the term of office Mrs. Emmert, refusing to ac
cept a nomination for another term, L. C. Van
Patten was nominated and elected in 1898.
The period of rapid development had then al
ready commenced. The great prosperity of
the year 1897 had attracted hundreds of peo-

BrIck . , , 2





BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES
ADAMS COUNTY

WILLIAM R. CUNNINGHAM, a real
estate dealer and negotiator of loans, is a native
of Paris, Bourbon county, Kentucky, born
April 14, 1834. It has fallen to the lot of but
fell' men to have been associated, directly and
indirectly, with so many of the great men of his
time as was the subject of this sketch. His
father, John Cunningham, \\'as a native Vir
ginian, born in Hardy county, \\'hose ancestry
included some of the original settlers of the
Old Dominion State. John Cunningham was
a member of General Shelby's cavalry during
the War of 1812, \vas in at the death of the
brave and crafty Tecumseh at the battle of the
Thames, and after the war served as joint state
senator for Bath and Bourbon counties, Ken
tncky. He \vas in the senate at the time of
Henry Clay's death, and it was through his
JX>litieal manipulation that John]. Crittenden
was elected to succeed that great statesman in
the senate of the nation. As a breeder of
thoroughbred race horses and Durham cattle.
he \ras a son of whom Kentucky might \\'ell
be proud. One horse he owned, \Voodpecker,
Sire of Gray Eagle, cost him the sum of fi\'e
thousand dollars, which at that time was the
highest price ever paid for a horse. He passed
a\\'ay on his farm near Paris, during August,
1864. aged sixty-nine years.
C Our subject's mother was Mary (Bean)
nnnmgham. born near \Vinchester Virginia
h· ,.

\I' hIe was also the native state of her parents.
whb 0 were of German descent. Upon the out-
reak of the Revolution her ancestors living

:~ that time became so intensely .'\merican as
"j ee .ass' as.e Speaking the German tongue. and to

1St In every possible manner the 'colonial

patriots in their struggle for freedom. The
mother's parents \\'ere pioneers at Strode Sta
tion, Clark county, Kentucky, but a few miles
from the home of Daniel Boone. The male
members of the family were all farmers. and
her father, John Bean, \vas a major in the army
during the War of 1812. She died at the old
home. aged ninety-three, in the year 1888.

William R. Cunningham lived in his native
state until twenty-three. At the age of twelve
he \vas placed in a subscription school, where he
remained a student thirty-six consecutive
months \\'ithout a vacation, after \"hich period
he \\'as placed under the tutorage of Professor
John Lutz, the professor of mathematics in the
Transylvania University at Lexington, Ken
tucky. Thus young Cunningham learned the
profession of civil engineering. and for more
than a year practiced under Professor Lutz.
Professor Lutz then ad\'ised the elder Cunning
ham to place the boy in the Kentucky Military
Institute then located at Blue Licks. with a, .
view to preparing him for \ Vest Point. there to
educate him to be a topographical engineer.
James G. Blaine \vas then occupying the chair
of mathematics at the Kentuckv Militarv In-

• •

stitute, and o\\'ing to a ruction in the school,
in \vhich Mr. Blaine \vas involved, it was re
moved to the vicinity of Frankfort, and Blaine
resigned. This trouble dissolved the Cunning
ham plans. caused the father to conclude that
the son should ne\'er receive a college education,
and thus altered the entire trend of his life. at
least for the time being. However. the young
man determined to act independently. accum
ulate sufficient funds to carry him through. go
out into the world alone and give himself a
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college education, \Vhile putting this resolu
tion into practice he came in contact with
Selucius Garfield. cousin to the martyred presi
dent. "ho \\'as then canvassing the state in the
Buchanan-Rreckenridge presidential campaign,
in 1856. in behalf of Buchanan. After
Buchanan's . election Garfield was appointed
recei\'er of the land office at Olympia, \Vash
ington Territory, and Young Cunningham was
appointed his assistant. He arrived at Olym
pia in May, 1857. remained one year then re
turned to the national capital, recommended by
Fayette MclVlullin, then governor of the terri
tory. S. Garfield and all other leading officials
of the territory, for the post of superintendent
of Indian affairs of this territory and Oregon,
which post \\'as then held by James \V.
Nosmith. father-in-la\\' of Senator Le\'i Ankeny.
Then Oregon and \ Vashington were under one
superintendent. Isaac 1. Stevens was elected
to congress in 1857 wi th the understanding
that the \\'ashington and Oregon superintend
encies \\'ere to be di\·ided. and our subject ap
pointed to the Washington position, But the
necessary Congressional bill failed in passing
and the plan fell through. It \\'as then that
\\'illiam R. Cunningham entered Bethany col
lege. Brook county, Virginia. He entered in
1858 and remained until December Ig. 1860. a.
which time. on account of the intensity of the
war spirit. forty-three of the Southern students
withdrew. \\'hile in this school he organized.
with six fellows. the Greek fraternity, "Delta
Tau Delta:' which still exists. \Vhen war
finally broke out, Mr. Cunningham. on account
of having worked for the election of Brecken
ridge for the presidency, was naturally com
pelled to join the confederate army, which he
did in June. 1862. When Georg-e \\T. Johnson
was made provincial governor of the state of
Kentucky, our subject became one of the rev
enue commissioners of that government, with
military rank of captain, After General A. S.
Johnson abandoned the state to the Federal
troops and fell back into Tennessee, Captain
Cunningham co-operated with the cavalry com
mand of General John H. Morgan, was with
him through his famous raid, and with his
command was captured after being wounded at
the battle of Buffington Island. July Ig. 1863.
He was then confined in the military prison at
Columbus, Ohio, After being in the prison for

eight and one-half months he was relea d
h I f · . se,took

t e oat I 0 allegiance, and returned t '.
life in Ohio, 0 clnl

On January 4· 1865, he was married t
Rebecca \\1. James, daughter of George J 0
H f I ' ames

er at ler was a natl ve of Frederick b .
V · .. d f E s urgIrgmla, an 0 nglish parentao-e H d'
I 'I CI' f J ' b' e reaaw \\'It I lie ustlce Marshall. uncle of Ih

I F, Marshall, the fa'mous Kentuckv orator os.
I 'd I b " liasac mltte to t 1e ar. and went to Zanes "11

Oh ' hI' \1 e
10, were Ie practiced fortv-two years d

where he died in 1872, ]'v1rs. Cunningha~'s
mother was Martha (Abbott) James born'
'" I ' III~,ew )uryport. :Massachusetts. and died in
1858. She was descended hom the famous
old Abbott family, of which J. S. C. Abbott
the historian. was a member. .

Mrs. Cunningham had 11\'0 brothers:
George A" a Harvard law graduate, who mar
ried a sister oj Senator Henrv Cabot Lod"e'

, " .
and Richard F .. a hardware merchant. of
;\ebraska. She has one sister li\'ing, Hattie.
widow of John Bancroft, \\'ho \\'as the son of
George Bancroft. the noted historian.

Mr, and 1\'1rs. Cunningham went to Ken
tucky in 1865. and to Missouri in 1866, II'here
the subject farmed and practiced lall' until
2V1ay, 1870, \\. hen he became a preacher in the
Church of Christ. which profession he has
followed to some extent ever since. He came to
RitZ\'ille in 188g. and took a homestead and
timber culture near Scotfs Station. since
changed to Cunningham Station. the tOll'nsite
of which he O\\'I1S, He has aka\'s been a domi·-nant factor in the political aspect of the count)'
since coming here. is a forceful speaker and in
domitable worker for the best interests of the
community at large. Especially has he been
actively concerned with his fellmr citizens in
their fight against the railroads for a reductIOn
in freight tolls. He has two brothers and one
sister: John. George. and Omie. .

Mr. and Mrs. Cunningham ha\'e three chil
dren: Alice, wife of F. P. French; Wilham
R., Jr.. and Elizabeth C. The first named was
the only woman who ever became l'nitecl States
court commissioner in \Vashington, she hal'tng
been appointed to succeed her husband, who IS

mentioned elsewhere in this \'olume. A F.
Mr. Cunnmgham IS a member of the.- 'He

and A. M. and of the DemocratlC party, I
, ' d tv centra
IS now secretary of the A ams coun -
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iuee of that party, and has frequently
comm . dbeen a delegate to Its state an county con-

ventions. . . .. .
Mr. Cunningham, with his wife, son, Vhll-

. . R Jr and daughter, owns thirty-fivelam 0'." . .
h ndred acres of gram land m Adams county,
11~r1Y all of wh~ch is under Cl1ltivatio~, and
he owns in adchtlOn one of th~ best residence
properties in the city of RitzvIlle.

On August 5, 1902, Mr. Cunningham was
appointed by the county commissioners the only
dele2<lte from Adams county to meet the rail
road presidents, J. J. Hill, C. S. Mellen, and
\. L. Mohler, of the Great Northern, Northern
Pacific, and Oregon Railroad and Navigation
Companies, respectively. It is an admitted fact
that Mr. Cunningham delivered the speech
which made the "hit" that caused the reduction
of freight rates, which was the object of the
assemblage.

• ••

JOHN M. ANGELL, who, with his
brother, Adam "V., conducts a livery business
in Ritzville under the firm name of Angell
Brothers, was born in Boone county, Missouri,
September 21, 1863. However, he has been
reared in the \Nest, for at the age of two years
his parents crossed the plains by ox wagon to
the Willamette valley, Oregon, in which state
the principal part of his Ii fe has been spent.
Their journey across the plains was an unus
ually hazardous one, owing to the hostility of
the Indians, who at different times made de
termined efforts to capture the stock of the emi
grants, but were as often foiled in the attempt.
When about four years of age John Angell
was taken by his parents to the \Valla \Valla
Counry, whre they remained two years, after
which they lived ten years near Echo, Uma
hila county, Oregon. Here our subject at
tended district school and managed to acquire
no small amount of education. From Echo the
fa?lil~ removed to Four Mile, near Palouse,
'IVaslllngton, where they lived twenty-one
years.. engaged in farming and stock-raising.
IB which business our subject was associated
\\"ith h' ft . IS . ather. In 1900 Mr. Angell went to
he VIC1t1lty of Colfax leased a half section of
schll '00 and and farmed for two years, then
~ame to Ritzville and erected a saloon andnry barn in partnership with his brother.

e brothers own two lots, fifty by one hun-

dred feet, upon which their business is located,
and are in a prosperous condition. Their prin
cipal business formerly was the buying and
selling of horses, but of recent years they have
giv~n their attention more fully to their livery
busmess. They have now about twenty-five
head of horses in their barns, and eight rigs.
They recently sold three sections 0 f pasture
land in Adams and \tVhitman counties. Mr.
Angell owns. besides his business property, a
residence and two Jots in Ritzville. He has one
brother besides his partner, and four sisters.
Willis H.; Joella, wife of Alonzo Risley;
Orvilla, wi Ie of Alonzo Jeffries ; Jessie, wi fe of
Tin Ringer; and Lucy, wife of George Gebart.

John M. Angell was married January 9,
1887, to Alice Childers, a native of the WiIla
mette valley, Oregon, the marriage taking place
at Palouse. Mrs. Angell is the daughter of
Henry Childers. of Elgin, Oregon, who crossed
the plains in an early day. The mother is de
ceased. She has one sister and one brother:
Mary, \\'idow of John Kincaid; and Thomas
Childers.

To this union have been born four children •

Reta, Gladys, John M. and Radford M., allliv
ing at home.

In politics Mr. Angell is a Democrat, but is
not an actlve party man.

Mr. Angell's parents were Radford M. and
Sarah M. (Nye) Angell. natives, respectively,
of Missouri and South Carolina. The father's
father was a native of Virginia. and a veteran
of the War of r8r2, and of the early Indian
wars. Radford M. Angell was a Mason of
thirty years' standing, and upon his death at
Ritzville. July ro, 1902. he was buried by that
order in Palouse. Mr. Angell's mother is now
living in Ritzville.

•• •

HON. JOHN D. BASSETT, one of the
most widely known bankers in the State of
\Vashington. now living in Ritzville, was born
in Plainfield. Connecticut. January 6, 1858, and
is descended from an old English family, which
came to Connecticut and settled in Guilford in
r660. His father. William E. Bassett, a Con
gregational minister, was born in New Haven.
Connecticut, and his mother, Mary (Dowd)
Bassett, was also a native of the "\Vooden
Nutmeg State," and came of one of the old



808 HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

-
N e\\' England families. The father died in
1881 and the mother five years later in Nor
folk, Connecticut.

For forty years Mr. Bassett lived in the
state of his birth. and was educated in the pub
lic schools, \Villiston seminary, the seminary
of East Hampton. Massachusetts, and one year
in Yale. In Norfolk he was engaged for sev
eral years in the mercantile business and silk
manufacturing, being at the time and is yet
secretarv and treasurer of the Aetna Silk Com--
pan)". In 1891 he came to \Vashington and
established the Snohomish National Bank,
Snohomish. and the Adams County Bank,
which in 1901 was converted into a national
bank at Ritzville. of which he is president. He
also at this time organized the First National
Bank of \Vaterville. of which he was cashier
some months. He is now president of the First
National Bank of Ritzville, the Odessa State
Bank. the Bank of Lind, the Prosser State
Bank and the Farmers' Bank at Hatton. vVash
ington. He is treasurer of the Sprague Mer
cantile Company, Sprague, \Vashington; presi
dent of the RitZl"iIle Library and Improvement
Association; and president of the Chamber of
Commerce.

A fter lea \·ing school in 1879 Mr. Bassett
was for eighteen months employed in the bank
ing house of Cowles & Eldridge, in Norfolk,
and in 1881 he went to Minnesota, where he
studied law with C. M. Start. now a member
of the Minnesota supreme court. He was never
admitted to practice. however. but went from
Minnesota to Kansas, where he remained two
months and returned to the state of his birth.
Here he became secretary of the Norfolk Shear
Company, and on January I, 1883. he engaged
in the general merchandise business with the
firm of Clark & Bassett, in which he was ex
tremely prosperous. In 1890 he sold his inter
est in business to his nartner, and spent the
follo\Ying year in organizing banks at Harting
ton and Ogalala, Nebraska, and at Dunlap,
Iowa.

John D. Bassett has no brothers. but has. .
one sister, Rebecca B., wife of Dr. Plumb
Brown, Springfield. Massachusetts.

On September 30, 1896, John D. Bassett
was married to Alice \V. Case.. a native of
Barkhamstead. Connecticut. He father also
was born in that state. This union has been

blessed with three children, Joseph E .. Ma .
and Emma S. . ry D.

In fraternity circles Mr. Bassett I'S ffil'. a Jated
wIth the. Western Star lodge, No. 37, Norfolk
ConnectIcut, A. F. and A M and both h '. . . - ., e and
hIs WIfe are members of the Eastern 5t
They are also prominent spirits in the I~:i
CongregatIOnal church, of which our subject .
a deacon. IS

~r. John D. ~assett has been unusually
prom111en~ and actIve 111 political circles, both
111 hIs nattve state .and the state of his adoption.
He represented hIs dlstnct in the Connectic t
State legislature in 1886-87. and was active ~~
all educational measures and clerk of the tem
perance committee. He was superintendent of
schools and town treasurer for several years'
and was registrar of voters ten years. He ha~

been a Republican all his li fe, and in addition
to the above offices was chairman of the Re
publican cent.ral co~mitttee. from the eight
eenth senatonal distrIct of hiS native state.

• ••

WILLIS S. SWENSON, of Pettijohn &
Swenson, proprietors of the Rit::c,jlle Times,
has had a \'aried and interesting newspaper
career. Born in Iowa. September 27. 1875.
his father is Hanson Swenson. a native of
Christiana. Norway, who came to the United
States in 1863, and who now lives in Dawson,
Minnesota, carrying on the boot and shoe busi
ness there. His mother. Mary (Johnson)
Swenson. also a native of Norway, died in Ne
braska. August 18. 1894.

vVillis S. Swenson's boyhood was spent in
the states of Iowa, Nebraska. and South Da
kota, and his education acquired in a number
of different schools. The foundation of his
education was laid in the district school and
was continued in the state university at Ver-
million South Dakota the Northwestern, ,
Business college, Sioux City, Iowa. and the
state Methodist college at Lincoln, Nebraska.

. he paying his expenses from his own earmngs.
At the age of twelve he began to .learn tbe
printer's trade; at sixteen he publIshed the
Randolph Reporter, at Randolph, Nebraska,
which he continued two years and sold. At
the expiration of this time he went to Colo
rado and published the Daily Slit! at Flor
ence. This endured but a short time. howe\'er,
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HON. WILLIAM K. KENNEDY, than
whom probably no man has been more closely
identified with the political and business affairs
of Ritzville and Adams county during the past
twenty years. is the police judge and justice of
the peace of Ritzville. though he is living prac
ticallv a retired Ii fe from business. Born in
Chicag-o. September 2. 185 r. he was the only
son of Alexander and Mary (McKee) Ken
nedy. the fornler a native of Alabama and the

was Anne L. (Johnson) Shepley, also born in
Maine and coming of one of the old American
families. Many of her ancestors were prom
inent in colonial and Revolutionary times,
some of whom were members of the famous
"Boston Tea Party."

The Shepley family removed to Minne
apolis when our subject was only two years old,
and the father engaged in the lumbering busi
ness, combined with stock raising, for ten
years, then removed to Avoca, Iowa, where
he followed farming and the grocery business.
Their next migration was to Ritzville, where
they started in the grocery business.

Mr. Shepley's education was obtained in
the graded schools of Minneapolis and Iowa.
He has no brothers, and only one sister, Nellie,
widow of John G. Fassett, formerly of Min
neapolis. She is now Ii"ing in Ri tzville with
her mother.

At Laclede, Missouri, October IS, 1893,
occurred the marriage of Fred B. Shepley to
Carrie S. Baker, daughter of Eugene F. Baker,
of Spokane, and a native of \;Yest Virginia.
Her mother also was a native of ';Yest Virginia.
Mrs. Shepley has three brothers and two sis
ters: Edward; Samuel; Lewis; Clara, widow
of \Villiam Coons, Spokane; and Josephine,
who lives in Spokane.

To Mr. and Mrs. Shepley one child has
been born. Eugene F., aged nine years.

Mr. Shepley is a member and past grand of
the Ritzville lodge. 1. O. O. F., is a member of
the city council, in which office he is serving
his second term. and is a prominent man in the
Democratic party. He has been a delegate to
both state and county conventions, and is as
active in his party as his business will allow
him to be. He is a stockholder in the First
National Bank of Ritzville.

and he returned to Nebraska and founded an
ther paper at Randolph and one at Emerson.

~t the expiration of one year he sold these, re
;umed to Colorado and worked on various
papers in Denver and other places, as reporter
and compositor. In the fall of 1897 he enlisted
'n Company C, NatIOnal Guard of Colorado,
~t Pueblo. but being discharged on account of
illness. he came to Oregon, where he worked
on papers at Baker City and Lagrande. T\yo
rears later he came to Ritzville, 1899, where
he obtained a position with Editor Gilson both
on his paper and as his deputy in the court
house. Mr. Gilson then being county clerk.
In March, 1901, he entered into his present
partnership with D. \;y. Pettijohn who had
bought out the interest of Mr. Gibson a short
time before.

Willis S. Swenson has two brothers, Harry
S.. of Newport. \;Yashington. who publishes
the Millcr, and Albert E., of Minneapolis.
Jlinnesota, publisher of the Mascot; and two
sisters: Dora, wife of J. F. Valleau, a Metho
dist minster, at Foss, Oklahoma Territory,
and Josephine. wi fe of R. R. Heineman. a
mining man of Colorado.

Politicalh·. lIh. Swenson is a Democrat,
•

and his paper is a recognized power in the
Democratic cause in Adams county.

•••
FRED B. SHEPLEY. of the mercantile

, firm of Myers & Shepley. of Ritzville. Wash
ington, carne to this city with his parents in
the year 1887, and in June of that year he. in
partnership with his father, opened a store.
This partnership continued until the father's
death in '1901, when our subject assumed the
entire business. He continued alone until
January, 1903. when he consolidated with 1.
W. Myers under the present firm name. The
Company has the largest department store in the
COunty and their stock will ordinarly invoice
about fifty thousand dollars. The store is
fully equipped and conducted along the most
modern business lines.

Fred B. Shepley was born at Eddington,
near Bangor. Maine. November 13. 186~. His
father was Frank Shepley. a native of 'Maine
and came of an old New England family. He
Was for a number of years a dealer in marble
a\Fangor, and died aged seventy-four. at Ritz
\! e. as stated above. Our subject's mother

••• -
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latter of Ireland. Mr. Kennedy's paternal
grandfather was born in Ireland, but in early
Ii fe came to Alabama, and from there, on ac
count of his abhorrence of slavery, he came to
Chicago. He engaged in the hardware busi
ness near Fort Dearborn, where he prospered,
and where he, his wife and our subject's
mother fell victims of the cholera in r 85 1.

Alexander Kennedy succeeded his father in
business upon the latter's death, and himself
died in r859. Mr. Kennedy's mother was mar
ried in \Visconsin. She was sister to Judge
Samuel B. IvlcKee, of Oakland, California.

until eighteen years of age \Villiam K.
Kennedy was reared in the city of his birth and
educated in the grammar and high schools,
from which he was graduated, and in r869
went to Southwestern Iowa, where he engaged
in farming. \Vhile a resident of Page county,
of that state. he was married, on September
22, r872, at College Springs, to Aimee B.
T\veedy, a native of Iowa; and daughter of
Robert and Mary (Kinnear) Tweedy.

In r886 Mr. Kennedy came to Ritzville
from Iowa. filed a homestead on a quarter sec
tion of land and purchased two sections of rail
roa;:! land near town. He farmed this tract
until r90r, when he sold five hundred acres at
twenty-five dollars an acre and erected a hand
some home on Knob Hill, in Ritzville. His
residence contains eleven rooms. richly fur
nished and strictly modern. and was built at a
cost of six thousand dollars. It is one of the
finest homes in the city.

In r889-90 \Villiam K. Kennedy served as
a representative from Adams county in the
lower house of the state legislature. having
been elected on the Republican ticket, and was
re-elected at the following election. For twelve
consecutive vears he was chairman of the-Adams county Republican central committee
and a member of the state central committee.
and in r896 he was one of the four presidential
electors from this state, and had the honor of
casting his vote for the martyred McKinley.
In 1895 and again in 1899 he was elected alter
nate state delegate to the national Republican
convention. He has been police judge since
September, 1903.

Although. as has been stated. he is prac
ticallv retired from business, he has considera-.
ble money invested in city realty.

Mrs. Kennedy has three brothers and two

sisters: Columbus, \Villiam Milton Id I..... ,a10
farmers; Mrs. Emma Axtell, of Idaho' d
Mrs. Maggie Van Buren of Ritzville. ,an

The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy
has been blessed by five children: George A.,
a bank cashIer at Odessa, \Vashino'!on' Robe t
c.. whose Ii fe is sketched else\\'here' in th

T

book. . cashier ?f the First National Bank ~~
~ttzvJ!le; \Vtlham R.. a member of the Ritz
nile firm of Myers, Shepley Company' Lizzie
wife of Isaac \V. Myers .. of the fi;m jns~
named: and one who (hed m mfancy.

~1 r. Kennedy IS a devoted member of the
Congregational church, as is also Mrs. Ken
nedy.

•••

C.BNTON STASER. -\mong the
promment lawyers of Adams county is Clin
ton Staser, who was born in Indiana, Januarv
r 5, r842. His father, John C. Staser. \\'h~

was a native of Germany, came to the United
States in r8 r 7. settling in Vanderburg county,
Indiana, where he became a well-known and in
fluential citizen. He died on the old Indiana
homestead in March, r886. Mr. Staser's
mother. Margaret (Clinton) Staser, an Ohio
an by birth, was a lineal descendant of De
Witt Clinton. She died in Indiana in April,
r866.

Mr. Staser was raised in Indiana and lired
there until r894, when he came to Ritz\-ille.
His early education was received in the district
schools of his native state. At the age of
twenty he began the study of law in the office
of Peter Maier, county judge, and a prominent
attorney of Indiana. At twenty-four he \I'as
admitted to the bar and began the practice of
his profession in Evansville. Here he remained
twenty-six years, devoting his time principally
to civil practice, and also engaged to some
extent in the real estate business. Since com
ing to Ritzville Mr. Staser has been more or
less prominently identified with politics. He
is a staunch Democrat at the hands of whIch, .
party he has been made a member of the cIty
council. police judge. member of the ,school
committee, county delegate to his partys con
ventions, while at present he is filling the pOSI
tion of court commissioner, to which posItIon
he was appointed in r896 by Judge Wallace

,11ount. ro
11r, Staser has the following nam



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY. 8I1

j ect was a carriage maker by trade, and died
in 1888 in Eaton county, Michigan, where
also the mother died.

Until five years of age Franklin P. French
was reared in Ohio, from which state the family
removed to Michigan, where Mr. French re
mained until twenty-five years of age, acquir
ing a common school education. He went to
California in February, 1877, and worked at
contracting and building eight months, then
removed to Klickitat county, 'Washington,
where he remained three years, employed mean
while, by the Oregon Railroad and Navigation
company as a carpenter. He also fought In
dians in this county, and was made deputy
sheriff, which office he held for two years. He
then returned to Michigan on a visit and just
prior to starting on this trip he was married
to M.ary F. Mescher. born near Silverton,
Oregon. daughter of \Villiam and Ann
(Moores) Mescher, both of whom are dead.
The father and mother were natives of Mis
souri and crossed the plains to Oregon in an
early day,- about 1850.

Upon his return from this visit Mr. French
rented a farm near Silverton, and also followed
his trade there for four years, after whi-:h he
came to Ritzville in April. 1886. He filed on a

I homestead fifteen miles west of town and en
gaged in the cattle business, but owing to the
severity of the winters following this venture
he lost so heavily that he abandoned the busi
ness after three years of poor success. He was
elected sheriff of Adams county on the Repub
lican ticket in 1889. served his term and also
took the census of his county in 1890. In 189 I

he was elected assessor of the county. After
completing his term he retired to his fann and
commenced raising- wheat. After harvesting
one crop he rented his land. removed to town
and was appointed Fnited States court com
missioner. which office he held eight years. He
now gives most of his attention to farming.
He has three thousand acres of land, two-thirds
of which is sown to wheat. The principal por
tion of his lanel is rented to others. In Ritzville
he has a lot upon which his one-story frame
office stands, and one of the handsomest homes
in the city on Knob Hill.

In January, 1888, Mr. French lost his \vife
by death. One daughter was left; Edna A.,
aRed sixteen, an exceptionally promising high
school gi rl.

•••
FRANKLIN PIERCE FRENCH real•

estate find insurance man of Ritzville and one
of the most extensive wheat farmers of Adams
County, was born in Morrow county. Ohio. No
v~mber 4, 1854-the day upon which Franklin
Pierce. for whom he was named. was elected
president. His father, James French, was a
native of Connecticut. as were also his parents.
though the family originally came from Eng
land. They were early New England settlers.
and prominent in the Revolution and the \Var
of 1812. The mother of Mr. French was Eliza
beth (Cronk) French born in N ew York of old
KniCkerbocker stock: The father of our sub-

b thers and sisters, all living in Indiana: Fred
rO k Franklin, John C. Letitia, wife of James

ene, . G HSW. Lauer, and Anna, wife of eorge . tock-

Heth.
On October 25, 1870, occurred the mar-

'age of Clinton Staser to Clarissa E. Willey,
:1 native of Delaware county, Ohio. Her fa
ther Henry \\Tilley, a farmer, and her mother,
Eliz~bethi (Weiser) Willey, were natives of
Pennsylvania, and came of Pennsyl vama Dutch
families. Mrs. Staser has two brothers: Eph
raim and Samuel, both living in Ohio; and two
sisters, Mary, wife of Dr. Mathew Loy,
founder of the Lutheran college at Columbus,
Ohio, and Elizabeth, widow of Dr. Morrison,
living in Boston, who was an officer in the
Civil War.

Mr. and Mrs. Staser have seven chil dren
living: Walter, his father's law partner; John
C, ex-county clerk, who is now with the North
ern Pacific railroad survey, as is also J. Loy,
the third child; Eva, wife of Oscar R. Holcomb,
mentioned elsewhere in this book; Edith,
Eleanor and Eloise.

On September 2, 1903, Edith was married
to M1. Otto L. Hanson, a civil engineer and
manager of the Northern Pacific irrigation
ditch at Kennewick, \Vashington. Mr. Hanson
is mayor of Kennewick and a prominent man.

An interesting point of family history is
that Samuel Willey, the grandfather of Mrs.
Staser, was a patriot in the Revolution.

M1. and Mrs. Staser, together \I·ith their
children, are members of the Episcopal church.

Mr. Staser owns some uncultivated land in I

Adams county, besides the block in Ritzville
npon which his house is situated.
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On March 17, 1892, Mr. French was again

married, his wife being Alice C. Cunningham,
daughter of William R. Cunningham, a sketch
of whose life appears elsewhere in this book.
Mrs. French was born in Kentucky, August 17,
1869, and was educated principally in Lexing
ton, Missouri. She is now United States court
commissioner of Adams county, being the only
ladv commissioner in the state.

•

To this union has been born one child;
Elsworth c., aged six years.

Franklin P. French is a member of the
Republicll1 party, and has at different times
been delegated to state and county con ventions.
He is a charter member of the Ritzville lodge
of Odd Fellows; and is the only charter mem
ber in the county at this time. There were only
five members in the county at the time of the
lodge's organization. Mr. French has been
through all the chairs of the order and has
represented his lodge in grand lodge. Both he
and Mrs. French are Rebekahs, of which lodge
the latter is present noble grand. Both are
ardent and liberal members of the Church of
Christ.

After a long litigation, Mr. French has
finally secured the title to the old homestead
in Ohio, where he was born. Aside from his
children, Mr. French is the only member of
the family that now bears the name.

•••

JOSEPH M. COMPARET is one of the
best known business men of Ritzville, and is
now the general manager of the King Mercan
tile Company. He was born at Fort \Vayne,
Indiana, June I r, 1863. His father, Joseph J.
Comparet, was a native of the same place. The
grandmother of Joseph ]. Comparet was a
niece of General McIntosh. who was in com
mand of Fort Detroit during the French and
Indian \Var. An interesting bit of history
connected with the family of our subject was
the escape of Frank Comparet, the grand
father of our subject, when ten years of age;
with an elder brother and sister. in a canoe from
Fort Monroe to Detroit at the time of the
famous Monroe massacre, in which both his
parents were murdered by the Indians. The
grandfather of Joseph]. came to America from
France as a contractor and builder in the employ
of the French government to erect forts on the

frontier. This grandfather-the great-g d
f h f b · ran 
at er 0 our su Ject-was the father of tl

f h . h h' Jreesons, two a w om, Wit Imself while r t
. A' f .' eurn_mg to menca rom a Visit to France
d d . h' , were

row.ne mas Ipwreck. .The other son had
fl;mamed at Monroe, Michigan, and it is from
him that the present generatIOn of Compar t
is descended. The grandfather of Joseph ~s
went to Fort \Vayne in the employ of the Asto;
Fur Company, where he I!ved several years and
died. HIS son,--our subject's father-was for
a number of years a member of the firm of
Comparet & Hubbel, grist mill and steam and
canal boat owners, which firm was also a leader
in many commercial enterprises. The first loco
motive ever brought to Fort Wayne was put
together in his warehouse. Joseph J. Com
paret died in Stevens county, \Vashington,
April r r, r 895, having come west with the sub
ject of our sketch in r884, with whom he re
mained until death.

The mother of Mr. Comparet was Marion
R. (Alexander) Comparet, a native of Ireland
who came to the United States with her parents
in childhood. They first settled at Utica, Kew
York, and later removed to Paulding county,
Ohio, where her father died. He was a retired
British army officer, who at one time was
knighted for signal bravery displayed in quell
ing a certain riot. Mrs. Comparet died Novem
ber 4, r878, at Kentland, Indiana.

At the age of six years, Joseph M. Com
paret left Fort \Vayne and removed with his
parents to Kentland. Indiana, where he attended
school, while his father engaged in the com
mission business. After passing through the
grammar school he took a business course 111

the Northwest Normal and Commercial school
at Kentland, and later occupied positions with
Kent & Company, and other merchants of ~he
city. Upon attaining his majority he cam~ wIth
his father to Sprague, where he wor~ed 111 the
railroad shops and fired a locomotive until
r889, when he went to Adams cOlmty and filed
on a pre-emption and timber culture. Subse-
quently he sold his interests here. removed to. ., In
Stevens county and engaged 111 11l1l11l1g.
1896, returning to Adams county. h~ worked
at various occupations until the followll1g year,
when he took a position with Thiel, Dorman ~
Company with which firm he continued lint!
it became'Thiel Dorman & King. In r898 ~e
entered into pa;tnership with Jared M. Hams,
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JOHN C. SHORNO came to Ritzville in

1896 and erected a livery and feed barn. He
conducted this business for six months when he
sold out, and in July, 1897, was appointed city
marshal and served in this capacity for eigh
teen months. In 1900 he was elected on the
Democratic ticket to the office of ,heriff of
Adams county, and in 1902 was re-e1ected by
the greatest majority of votes ever polled for
any candidate in the county, and he carried
every precinct.

John C. Shomo was born in Michigan, May
24. 1854. His father, Anton Shomo, a native
of Switzerland, came to the United States in
1836, remained a year in the state of New York
and came to Michigan where he was a pioneer
farmer in Allegan county. He was a prominent
and influential citizen, and a stanch Democrat.
\\Thile here he served as a school director and as
county treasurer, and died on the old home
stead in March, 1879, at the age of seventy
five years. Our subject's mather was Phoebe
C. (Fixley) Shomo, a native German, who was
married in her native country came to the
United States with her husband, and died in
Michigan in 1860.

The first twenty-three years of Mr. Shor
no's life were spent in his native state, where he
grew up on a farm and received a district school
education. In 1877 he came to the vicinity of
Salem, Oregon, where he worked on a farm
for eighteen months then came to Colfax, in the
vicinity of which city he lived on a farm for
eleven years, then removed to Colfax where he
conducted a bakery for two years. In 1890
he disposed of his homestead in Whitman coun
ty, purchased a drove of horses, removed to a
ranch ten miles northeast of Ritzville. Adams
county, and entered the stock raising business.

•••

, CLAUDE A. HARRIS, engaged in the
livery business at Ritzville with his brother,
Jesse R., whose biography is published in an
other place in this history, is the son of Jared
M. Harris, who also is sketched in this book.
He was born in South Dakota near Canton
July 23, 1874, and lived at the place of hi~
blf!h until three years of age, when the family
came to Walla Walla, ·Washington. He at
tended school at Walla \Valla, only one year
~:hen he :am: to Ritzville, where he finished

IS educatIOn 111 the graded schools. He lived
at home until his marriage, which event oc
curred at the home of the bride, Minnie B.
Beater, twenty miles south of Ritzville, June
IS, 1898. Mrs. Harris is the daughter of Ed
;;:.rd and Lizzie (Snvder) Heater, both now

lllg on a farm on Rattlesnake Flat, Adams

whose life is sketched elsewhere in this history, county. She has four brothers and two sisters,
"th the firm name of Harris & Compare!. mentioned elsewhere in this history.
~ter the two firms-Thiel, Dorman & King Two issues have come of this marriage;
and Harris & Comparet- were consohdated, Vera and Harold-a bright and promising little
nd reincorporated under the firm name of the paIr.

King Mercantile Company, since which time .Mr. Harris is politically a Republican,
our subject has held hIS present posItIon. though an inactive party man, and a member

Mr. Comparet is also president of the Blue of Prairie Queen lodge, Ritzville, K. of P.
point Marble Company, Stevens county; man-' Claude A. Harris is a young man a f the
ager of the Keystone Mining Company, Ferry highest ideals of honor, and a business man
county, and is otherwise heavily interested in of much promise and enterprise.
mining propositions with his partner, Mr. King.

At Ritzville, on July 6, 1890, occurred the
marriage of Joseph M. Comparet to Laura E.
Harris, daughter of his present partner, Jared
M. Harris, in whose biography her life is briefly
dwelt upon. The issue of this marriage is a
son, Kenneth, aged eleven years.

While a man of close connection with the
business life of his city, Mr. Camparet has been
equally prominent and actively identified with
its fraternity circles. He is now a member of
the F. and A. M., and of the K. of P. of Ritz
rille, and major on the Brigade Staff of U. R.
K. of P. of Washington, and is also a member
of the Modern Woodmen.

Politically, he affiliates with no party, leav
ing himself free to cast his ballot for what he
deems the most deserving candidate and the one
best fitted for the position to which he aspires,
but he is not what could be called an active man
in political affairs.
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His next move was to the city of Ritzville. He
has since disposed of all his improved land, but
still owns four sections of raw land in Douglas
county, thirty acres of unimpro\'ed but irrigated
land in Yakima county and two hundred acres
of grazing land on Cow creek, Adams county,
which he took as a desert claim. His city pro- .
perty includes a one story brick business block I
and a handsome home in Ritzville.

Mr. Shorno has four brothers and three sis
ters living: Andrew D.; Lewis c.: Oscar S.;
Millard F.; l\·faria, wife of J. R. Smith; Alice,
wife of J. H. Purdy; and Tabitha, \\"ife of
Charles A. Granger.

On June 19, 1881, Mr. Shorno was married
at Moscow, Idaho, to N. Evaline \Vhite, a na
tive of Eugene, Oregon, and daughter of Cor
nelius G. and Mary F. (Boydston) White. Her
father crossed the plains to Oregon in 1851,
later removed to \Vhitman county, \Vashington,
where he was a pioneer, a prominent citizen,
county commissioners and the first superintend
ent of schools. He died at Colfax in the winter
of 19°1, aged seventy-five. Mrs. \Vhite was a
native of Kentucky, who crossed the plains in
an early day with her parents and was married
in Oregon. Mrs. Shorno has three brothers
and three sisters: John; Edwin G.; \Varren;
Lulu, \vife of J. R. Richardson; Anna, wife
of T. D. Conner, mayor of \Vallace, Idaho: and
Myrtle. wife of .-\ugust Paulsen, one of the
principal owners of the Hercules mine, \Val
lace, Idaho. Mrs. Conner has served two terms
as treasurer of Shoshone county, Idaho.

1\:[ r and Mrs. Shorno have one child, Clyde,
aged twenty, now a student.

?ltr. Shorno is a past grand of Ritzville
lodge. 1. O. O. F., and a member of the Wood
men of the \Vodd.

• ••

JESSE R. HARRIS, of Harris Brothers,
a Ritz\'ille liverv firm, \vas born in \Visconsin,,
February 26. 1869, son of Jared M. Harris, a
sketch of whose life is printed elsewhere in this
histon·.

•

During his first year of life Jesse R. Harris'
parents moved with their family to Canton,
South Dakota, where the principal part of our
subjecfs life was spent prior to his coming to
Ritzville in 1880. While there he attended the
district school, thus receiving a good working

education, and in 1877 the family cross d
plains with teams to \Valla \Valla whe e ththe

. d '1 h f 1 ' re eyremame untl tea 1. of 1880. During this
tIme Jesse spent some tIme 111 the Walla Walla
schools, and after comll1g to Adams co t,
he engaged with his father and brother i~nt~'
cattle and horse raising business. In 18<)2 th ~
disposed of the principal part of their stocf
and Jesse took the position of foreman on th~

"'ell known "J. S." horse ranch of A. L. Davis
on Crab creek, 111 whIch capacity he was em
ployed for six years \vhen he came to Ritzville
and engaged in his present business with his
brother, Claude A., whose life is sketched on
other pages of this volume.

Mr. Harris was married at Ritzville Feb
ruary 3. 1895, to Alice E. Bailey, born i~ Wis
consin, daughter of Harry and Rose (Davis)
Bailey, both now living in Wisconsin. Mrs.
Harris has three brothers, James, Galusha A.
and Burt. To this union have been born hro
children, Virgil and Jared.

Jesse R. Harris is a member of Prairie
Queen lodge, Ritzville, Knights of Pythias, and
affiliates with the Republican party, though he
is by no means an active party man.
•,

•••

MRS. CHRISTENA BE~NETT. One
of the most interesting personages in Adams
county is the lady whose name appears at the
head of this sketch. and whose beautiful home,
\Voodland Heights, is situated one and one
half miles north of Ritzville. Mrs. Bennett
comes of a historic Scotch family, her grand
mother on her father's side being a Sutherland
for which family Sutherlandshire, Scotland,
is named. This grandmother was a refined and
gifted woman, well educated. with the com
mand of seven languages. She enjoyed the
distinction of having served as a nurse at the
battle of \Vaterloo. in \vhich battle, also, her
husband. Hector McKay. served and was
wounded, dying some years after from the hurt
received. On her mother's side Mrs. Bennett
numbers a long line of seafaring men, some of
whom were captains. To this famIly belongs
Mary Johnston, author of "To Have and to
Hold." "Audrev," and so forth, who is third

•
cousin to our subject. t

Mrs. Christina Bennett was born in Sea'
. . d ht f Wilhamland, Apnl 18, 1845, the aug er 0
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and Margaret (Johnston) McKay, whose lives
briefly touched upon on another page of

are . h h h A'
I· volume, WIt w om s e came to menca

tllS B' I'f . h U' d. 18"1 Mrs. ennett s I e In t e mte10 :>., . .
States was spent In the states of Pennsylvama

d Minnesota with her parents until May 13,
a~6" when she was married at St. Charles,
~Iin~;esota, to James Gordon Bennett, born in
Canada, January 18, 1841.

Mr. Bennett's father was a farmer and
teacher for many years, and died at Clinton,
Iowa when the son was a lad of five years.
His ~lOther was Cynthia (Kinnard) Bennett,
a native of Canada, born near Toronto, the
daughter of a farmer, who removed to Canada
from New York, where he was married. Dur
ing Mr. Bennett's infancy he was taken by his
parents to Iowa, where he lived until arrived at
his majority. He was educated in the Clinton
hi"h school, while he lived on a farm with his
m~ther and brother, and with them later re
mOl'ed to St. Charles. After their marriage,
111. and Mrs. Bennett lived at St. Charles for
four years when they emigrated to Canton,
South Dakota, filed on a homestead and re
maiued eight years. In 1879 they came to
Walla Walla, Washington, where they lived
lira years, during which time Mr. Bennett pre
empted the present home of Mrs. Bennett and
purchased railroad land. Upon the formation
of Adams county he was one of the first county
commissioners, and Mrs. Bennett was the first
superintendent of schools. She first served by
appointment for one year, then was elected on
the Republican ticket twice to succeed herself,
her entire term in office covering a period of
fi~'e years. They assisted in the organ ization
at the first Congregational church at Ritzville,
and Mr. Bennett was the first Sunday School
superintendent.

.. Mrs. Bennett was a graduate from the
\\ mona, Minnesota, high school and taught
school both in Minnesota and at \Valla \Valla. ,
10 all, five years.

A brother of Mr. Bennett, Creighton. was
a soldier in the Civil War, engaging in the fa
mous Ml11nesota massacre. He died from fever
While home on a furlough. Mr. Bennett enlisted
Ipn tIme to serve the last half year of the war.
'or b'of ~ num er of years he was the sole support

hIS mother who died here. December 2.
1889, aged ninety-two, prior to which time she
POssessed remarkable vigor, mentally and

physically. The mother was a member of a
family of ten, all of whom lived past ninety
years.

Mrs. Bennett has li ving, two children; Van
V. and Clinton S. Bennett, the former a farmer
near Ritzville, and the latter a student at Bel
mount, California. She had one daughter,
Bessie M., wife of O. H. Green, a Ritzville
banker, mentioned elsewhere in this book, which
daughter died at San Francisco, October 28,
1899. .

Mrs. Bennett has six hundred and forty
acres of grain land upon which her husband
ordinarily raised fifty bushels of wheat per acre,
and the most handsome and modern home in
the vicinity of Ritzville.

James Gordon Bennett passed away at St.
Vincent Hospital, Portland, Oregon, August
31; 1902, and was laid to rest in the Ritzville
cemetery. His funeral was the largest ever
held in that city, the entire community realizing
the greatness of its loss in such a progressive,
liberal, honorable, and public-spirited man.

• ••

WILLIAM J. LANSING is superintend
ent of schools in Adams county, having been
elected to that office in the fall of 1902. He
was born in Ontario, Canada, December 12,
187 I, the son of \Villiam and Minerva J.
(Hart) Lansing, both also natives of Canada.
\Villiam Lansing's parents were of Canadian
birth and of Holland descent. The original
family settled first in New York state, and
later, some of the second generation removed
to Canada. The family is a prominent one
both in New York and Canada. Mrs. Lan
sing's father was a native of Vermont and her
mother of Canada. Both of Mr. Lansing's
parents died in Michigan, the father June 25,
1894, and the mother October II. 1902.

\Villiam was reared principally in Michi
Ran, where the family migrated when he was
five years of age. He was educated in the
grammar and high schools of Clare. Michigan,
in Ferris Institute. at Grand Rapids. and in
the state normal at Ypsilanti. In 1896 he com
menced teaching at Elmhall, Michigan, where
he was principal of the graded school for two
years, which position he held later at Coopers
ville. Michigan. He came to Adams county
and for four years was principal of the Lind
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public schools at Lind, \\hich position he re
signed in order to qualify for the office he now
holds.

Mr. Lansing has two brothers and four
sisters: Dr. John VI/., in Ritzville, a sketch of
whose life is given elsewhere in this book;
Henry S., a book-keeper of Boyne City, Mich
igan; Margaret A., wife of Henry N. Cleve
land, a farmer of Clare, Michigan; Catharine;
wife of Joseph DeGeer, also a Clare farmer;
Anna, in Michigan; and Minnie, a teacher at
Hillyard, Washington.

Socially, Mr. Lansing is a member of the
Masonic lodge of Coopersville, Michigan, and
of Lind lodge, 1. O. O. F., Lind, Washington.

He is a man of many friends, and of pro
nounced ability as an educator. He is an ad
herent to the principles of the Republican party,
and although he has for years been an active
worker in the ranks of his party he has never
manifested greed for office.

•••

HON. ISRAEL B. L\ING, who is
engaged in the general merchandise business at
\Vashtucna, \Vashington, where he is also as
sistant postmaster, was born at Front Royal,
'Warren county, Virginia, September 27, r8S7.
His parents were 1. H. and Alia (Hambaugh)
Laing, also natives of Virginia, the father of
Scotch and the mother of German descent. In
r 867 they removed to Pike county, Illinois,
where the remainder of their lives were spent.
Mr. Laing has had four brothers and five sis
ters; Matilda, deceased; Mrs. Amanda Goodin;
Mrs. Virginia Swagger, whose husband is no\\'
dead; Jefferson; Mrs. Ella Ward; Gustavus;
Ferdinand; Edward; and Mrs. Isabel Buress.

Until attaining his majority Mr. Laing
gave the profits of all his labor to his parents,
his time being given to assisting his father on
the farm. At twenty-one he began working for
his father at eighteen dollars per month. When
twenty-five he rented the farm and managed it
until r886. On July 29, of that year he was
married to Alice Mays, daughter of James and
Sarah (Petty) Mays, natives of Illinois. The
parents of Mrs. Laing lived the greater part of
their lives in their native state, where the father
died recently. The mother is now making her
home with our subject. They have been par
ents of eight children, Jane, Mrs. Clara Bruce,

Amanda, Mrs. Laing, Dora, Charles M. L
M., and BemIS. ' ucy

Upon his marriage Mr. Laing dispo d .
1 · . . 11' se atlIS mterests m lmois and came to \\" 't b".' . alsurg
\Vashm~on. The followmg year he took ~
homestead m Adams county and enga d'
f · d k" gem.armmg an stoc ralsmg. He lived on this
tarm throughout the hard times of r89 _
and WIth the maJonty of the Big Bend far 3 94,. mers,
suffered heavy loss. In r893 the fanner .
h· ... b'l s mIS \'ICllllty Ul t a warehouse at \\'ashtu
and M.r. Laing was the one decided upon tac~::
sume Its management. By the year r897 the
busllless of the house had grown to such a
extent that Mr. Laing brought his family fro~
the farm. to live in \Vashtucna, that he might
devote hIS entIre tIme to hIS town business.
The following year, however, he formed a part.
nershlp wIth A. J. Clever and engaged in the
ll;lercantile. business. This partnership can.
tn1Ued untIl 1901, when Mr. Clever disposed of
his interest to C. T. Booth. since \,"hich time
the firm has been styled Laing & Booth. It
carries the largest stock of general merchandise
in the town of \Vashtucna, and since its incep·
tion the business has grown from a thirteen
hundred to a fifteen thousand dollar basis. All
lines of ordinary trade are to be found in the
store of Laing & Booth. Mr. Laing also still
owns four hundred and eighty acres of land,
all of which is in cultivation and well impro\'ed.
Especially is his farm well equipped with build·
ings, and it contains a first-class orchard and an
excellent water system. Mr. Laing also has
eight lots, and one of the largest, and most
strictly modern houses in Washtucna.

Mr. Laing invariably votes the Democratic
ticket, although in 1894 he affiliated with the
Populist party, and by it was elected a member
of the state legislature. At the state capital he
made a creditable record and was in realIty
the father of the Usury bill, although the bill
was introduced by a colleague in the house.
At that time this bill was the subject of UnIver·
sal comment over the state. He' has also been
justice of the peace and a member of his home
city council.

Mr. Laing has been equally prominent and
active in fraternity circles, being a member of
the 1. O. O. F. and the M. W. A. His WIfe IS
a member of the Royal Neighbors of Amenca.

To Mr. and Mrs. Laing have been born
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seren children, Orin, Mabel, Agnes, Helen,
hea. Claud and Dale. .

R I~rael B. Lamg IS one of the substantial

b
. ess men of Adams county, and m a busl-

OSlO . 1 .
transaction or In genera conversatlOn one

ne5\d take him to be a man of finished educa-
.00 . h . h h. The fact Jl1 t e matter IS, e as gone to
tlon. I d I .school only twenty-four mont IS, an t len 111 all
ordinary rural school, so that he may truthfully
be classed as a thorough self-made man.

• ••

CHARLES T.BOOTH, of the general
merchandise firm of Laing & Booth of \\'ash
lucna, is a native of Sierra county, California,
born August 8, 1858, and has li\'ed on the
Pacific coast all his life. He \\as the son of
Thomas and Elenor (Spurr) Booth, natives of
England. \rhen young. the parents adopted
the Cnited States as their home and settled in
Schuylkill county, Pennsylvania, \\here they
lired until coming to California via the isthmus,
in 1856. In 1866 they returned to Pennsyl
;,mia where the mother died. The father later
retumed to California, where he had extensive
mining interests, and there died in 1899. They
had been parents of three children, \\'ho, be
sides our subject, \I'ere Abraham, deceased, and
\\'illiam D., a farmer of Colfax, \Vashington.

}lr. Booth received a good common school
o:Iucation in his native state and Pennsylvania.
At the age of sixteen years he went to work as
clerk in a store, and three years later engaged
III the vocation of the plains cowboy. Upon
attaining his majority he engaged in farming
III California. and in 1882 came to
Palouse Junction, now Connell, \Vashing
ton, and entered the employ of the
Oregon Railway and Navigation Company
as a member of its engineering corps. He
was engaged with this company for nine years,
when he took a homestead which he farmed for
~ur years.. He then became interested in the

alouse DItch Company, since which time he
has been the company's superintendent and as
Sistant manager. In 1901 he purchased the
~nterest of J. M. Clever in the general merchan
1;~e firm of Clever ~ L.aing, since which time

. Booth has been JUl1lor member of the firm
no\\, st I d L .. y e amg & Booth. Other property
~::ests of. Mr. Booth are a farm of two hun-

and elghtv acres in Adams county, fifty
52

. acres and a home within the corporate limits of
the to\l'n.

On November 25, 1884, occurred the mar
riage of Charles T. Booth and Nellie G. Cullen,
daughter of Joseph and Almira (Phillips) Cul
len, the mother being a native of Illinois and the
father of Michigan. The names of the brothers
and sisters of Mrs. Booth are Kate D., Leslie
E., Edith E., and Josie. Another child was
born to the parents, but it died during infancy.

The union of Mr. and Mrs. Booth has been
blessed with nine children. five of \I'hom are
now living, J. 1\-1., C. H., \Varren, Almira and
Nellie.

Mr. Booth is a prominent and active Re
publican in politics. Upon the organization
of the city of \Vashtucna he was chosen its
mayor, was elected to succeed himself and still
holds the office. He is also a member of the
local school board, and is postmaster. In lodge
circles he is identified with the I. O. O. F. and
the M. W. A. Mrs. Booth is a member of the
R. N. of A. Both he and Mrs. Booth are
members of the Congregational church.

•••

THOMAS J. DOLBOW, who is engaged
in the real estate, loans and insurance business
in \Vashtucna. was born in Griggsville. Illinois,
March 3 r. 1862. He was the son of Williarh
an Ruth (Spence) Dolbow, the father a native
of Illinois. born in the same house as was the
subject of am sketch, and the mother a native
of Ohio. The father died in Griggs\'ille in
1896. and the mother in Little Rock, Arkansas,
in 1874. They were parents of five children,
Thomas J.. Jennie. Lillie, Maggie, and Fred.
Mr. DolbO\I"s mother was of German-English
descent and his father's people came originally
from Germany.

At the age of ten years Thomas Dolbow
began life independent of all his kindred, and
at twelve he hired to a man for whom he worked
nine years. At twenty-one he went to Minne
sota, where he worked as a farm hand and later
as a special collector for the Singer Sewing
Machine Company. He remained with this
company for two years, then entered the employ
of the Deering Harvesting Machinery Com
pany, with \\'hich he remained three years. He
then returned to Iilinois, farmed two years,
after which he engaged in the hard\\'are and
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farm implements business in Minnesota. By
this time he had amassed a snug fortune, but
through the dishonesty of a business partner
lIe lost twenty-seven thousand dollars and was
compelled to abandon his business. He then en
gaged as an organizer of lodges of the Modern
Woodmen and was thus employed two years.
He came to \Vashington and to \Vashtucna in
July, 1898. He engaged in the grain buying
business for two years, then entered his present
business. He came to the town with just five
hundred and thirty-fi\'e dollars, but he is now
one of the ,,-ell-to-do men of Adams county.
He purchased a section of land during the year
of his advent into the county and two years
later sold it at a profit of se\'en thousand dollars.
He then purchased three and one-half sections
of land which he now owns. He also owns
t,,·o acres of city property where he lives in one
of the best homes in the town, besides some
property in \ Varrenton, Oregon.

In 1889 Mr. Dolbow was married to Nettie
Emery, daughter of J. L. and ~'1argaret (Mc
Calister) Emery, the father a native of Ohio
an,el the mother of Scotland. l\Irs. Dolbow's
brothers and sisters are Lizzie, deceased, Mary,
lIargaret, and George, now deceased.

To ~Ir. and ~Irs. Dolbow haye been born
four children. Bertha. George. Floyd and Vera.

:-.r r. Dolbo,,' is a Republican. and at the
hands of his party he has sen'ed his county as
deputy sheriff. He is now a member of the
town council. He is a member of the I. O. O.
F., Rebekahs. and the ?II. \V. A. His wife also
is a Rebekah. and both are metylbers of the
Congregational church.

•••

WILLl:\~1 L. MuSTARD. a resident of
\Vashtucna. \\'here he is a member of the city
council and engaged in the livery. feed and sale
business, being also proprietor of the \Vash
tucna hotel, is a nati\'e of Dayton, \Vashington,
born December 29. 1869.

Mr. Mustard received a common school
education in Dayton. and since attaining his
majority has been in business for himself. He
started in his career as an employe of a flour
milling company in Dayton, and in 1895, two
and one-half ye1rs after engaging in that work,
he came to Adams county and beg-an farming.
In 1901 he entered the field of merchandise. but
two years bter traded his business for land.

This he sold, soon after acquiring it, and _
gaged 111 hiS present busl11ess. His is th en
business of its character in \Vashtucn

e
only

II . Id' a andannua y Yle s a neat ll1come to its prop' t
. fie or

Mr. Mustard also carnes on to a limited xl .
hb ' fb' eentt e USl11ess 0 uYl11g and selling stock. He

owns a quarter-sectlOn of cultivated land n
P \VI " ear

ampa, . as 11l1gton. SIX lots in Washtucna
and a seven-room modern house-the finest in
the town.

Mr. Mustard is the son of John and Sarah
A (DaVIS) Mustard, the father a native of
Vlrg1111a and the mother of Iowa. The latter
crossed the plains with her parents when eio-ht
years of age. The fami Iy settled at Sal~l,
Oregon. She later removed to Eugene Oreo-on

, b,

where she met and became the wife of Mr.
Mustard, who had crossed the plains to Califor
nia when a youth of eighteen. Soon after their
marriage the couple removed to Dayton, Wash
ington, and in 1900, they came to Adams coun
ty, \\·here they now live. They have been par
ents of ten children; Charles, deceased; Bell,
married to Judge 1\-1. M. Godmen, of Davton'. ,
Henry, at Loomis, \Vashington; Frank, de
ceased; \Villiam L., and George. in Washtucna;
Ella. deceased: Hattie. married to M. H. God
dard: Bessie. married to Otis Mayer, of Den
ver; and John, Jr., who lives \\-ith his parents.

In September. 1892, William L. Mustard
took for his \\·ife :\1innie L. Robertson, a native
of Texas. She is the daughter of George and
Sari Ida (Duncan) Robertson. natives of Ten
nessee. who. early in life. settled in Texas. The
father is dead and the mother makes her home
with the subject of our sketch. The brother>
and sisters of Mrs. ?viustard are: Mrs. Sarah
Gosney, Mrs. Lucy Pallisser. N". J. and William

To Mr. and Mrs. Mustard have been born
five chih:lren. Hazel, Byron, Luella, Georgia,
deceased. and Alice.

Mr. Mustard is an active Republican. Since
the incorporation of \Vashtucna he has been a
member of its council, and he is looked upon
as one of the town's leading citizens. .

In fraternity circles he is identified With the
1. O. O. F. and the M. W. A. His wife belongs
to the R. N. of A.

• ••
OSCAR R. HOLCOMB was born in Gib

son county, Indiana. December 31, 1867,. an~
comes of one of the oldest and most promUJell
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. ilies of that state. His father, Silas M.
:0comb is also a native of Gibson county, and

10 fathe; of North Carolina. The family set-
us . b hI'tied in Amenc.a a out t e ye~r 1700, ocatmg
first in Virginia, and later mIgratmg, some to
the northeastern states and others to North
Carolina. Some?f the Holcombs have bee.n
'n every \\ar of thIs country, and the famIly IS

~ conspicuous one in the history of the bench
and bar, and in the commercial life of the north
east and south, as well as in the western section
Ji the United States. Silas M. Holcomb was
first lieutenant of Company C. Sixty-third In
diana Volunteers, during twenty months of the
Civil War, at the end of which time he was dis
charged on account of being incapacitated for
service by a wound received at the second battle
of Bull Run. He now lives at Fort Branch,
Indiana, on a farm. Our subject's mother is
Mary A. (Hopkins) Holcomb, a native of
Gibson county, and now a resident of Fort
Branch with her husband. Her parents came
to Indiana from Kentucky in an early day.
Her grandfather was a native of Pennsylvania,
and her grandmother of Scotland. Mrs. Hol
comb's father's granduncle, Ezekial Hopkins,
,,,as a signer of the Declaration of In
dependence.

Mr. Holcomb was reared in Indiana, \vhere
he lived until twenty-five, being graduated in
the meantime from the graded and high schools
oi Fort Branch. A fter leaving the latter in
stitution he entered the law office of his father
and read law two years, then entered the Chi
cago College of Law, from which school he was
graduated with honors in 1892. He began
practice immediately at Evansville. Indiana,
and two years later came to his present location,
and the following year was appointed successor
to L. Davies, resigned, in the office of prosecut
mg attorney of Adams county. At the elec
tion of 1896 he was the Democratic and Fusion
candidate for the office he held, and was elected
by amajority far ahead of his ticket. In March,
1&)8, he resigned his office to accept an appoint
ment by Governor Rogers to the office of com
miSSioner of arid lands, which position he filled
until the following year. In 1900 he ran for
the office of state land commissioner, and tworars later for congress, being the nominee of
~e Democratic party, but was defeated at both
e..;~hons. He has been a member of the Ritz
\1 e city council for six consecutive years.

Mf. Holcomb has two brothers; Clarence
L., now prosecuting attorney of Adams county,
·a sketch of whose life appears elsewhere in this
history; and Ralston c., stenographer in the
office of our subject; and one sister, Helen L.,
residing with her parents, and a teacher in the
school at Fort Branch.

On June 12, 1894, occurred the marriage
of Mr. Holcomb to Eva Staser, a native of
Evansville, Indiana, daughter of Clinton and
Clarissa (Willey) Staser, both now living in
Ritzville, where the father is a practicing at
torney, and superior court commissioner. A
ftill sketch of their lives appears elsewhere in
this volume. Mrs. Holcomb has three brothers
and the same number of sisters; \Valter, a Ritz
ville attorney; John, civil engineer with the
Northern Pacific railroad, residing in Ritzville;
Loy, of Ritzville; Edith, wife of O. L. Hanson,
civil engineer and superintendent of Kennewick
Irrigation Company, of Kennewick, \Vashing
ton; Eleanor and Eloise, Iiving with their
parents.

The issue of the marriage of Mf. and l\Irs.
Holcomb are six in number; Raymond, Maw
rice, Marjorie, Leland, Gladys and Maxine.

Mr. Holcomb is a member of the Ritzville
lodge, I. O. O. F., the K. O. T. M., and an
aggressive member of the Democratic party.

Mf. and Mrs. Holcomb are esteenled mem
bers of society and have very many admiring
friends throughout the county.

• ••
GEORGE F. CHRISTENSEN, clerk of

Adams county, came to Ritzville without a dol
lar to his name, but his prepossessing appear
ance and genialty soon won him friends and
standing, and soon he \vas given a responsible
position in the store of I. W. Myers, which he
held for four years. Being an active worker
in the ranks of the Democratic party of Adams
county, he was made secretary of the county
central committee in 19°1, its president in
19°2, and the same year was elected to the of
fice of county clerk. His popularity was
demonstrated by the fact that in his election
he ran one hundred and seventy votes ahead
of his ticket.

Born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, February,
26, 1876. Mr. Christensen is the son of William
P. and Mary (Thorson) Christensen, both na
tives of Denmark and now residents of Olivia,
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Minnesota. The father came to the United
'States during the early sixties, settled at Olivia
and engaged in the merchandise business in
the early days of that city. He later wa~ ap
pointed postmaster of Olivia, and was the first
state senator from that district. He was in
business there sixteen years when he sold out
and became register of the United States land
office at Redwood Falls, Minnesota, which po
sition he held three years, when he returned
to Olivia, entered the real estate business and
was again appointed postmaster. He has also
held the office of state commissioner of public
parks of Minnesota for two years. He is now
devoting his entire attention to the real estate
business. Mrs. Christensen came to America
a few years later than her husband, whom she
met and was married to in Minnesota,

The first three years of George F. Christen
sen's life were spent in the city of his birth,
when the family removed to Olivia. He was
given the advantage of a finished graded and
high school education at Olivia and Redwood
Falls, and a business course at Wilderfarm Col
lege, in Jackson county, Minnesota. He was as

,sistant postmaster to his father for three years,
clerk in the Commercial hotel, Grand Forks,
Minnesota, then a clerk in an Olivia dry goods
store for three years. In 1897 he went on a
prospecting expedition to Alaska, which netted
him nothing but experience, returned to Seattle,
and thence to his present home, as is related
earlier in this sketch.

, Mr. Christensen has two brothers and one
sister: Henry, in Kansas City; \Villie, aged
twelve, with his parents; and Selma, a high
school girl living with her parents. Our sub
ject has never been married.

In fraternity circles, Mr. Christensen is
identified with the Masons, Red Men and the
Eastern Star; he is also a member of the Epis
copal church. He is drum major of the Ritz
ville cornet band, and was sergeant for three
years of Company H, National Guards of Min
nesota.

•••

HO!'\. GEORGE SINCLAIR, who may
tml.\' be called the father of Adams county.
Washington, is now living a retired life, in
Ritzville. where he is one of the foremost men
of influence and prestige. In a long- career of
active business and public service, he has de-

monstrated his ability and his unswery!' ,
. h' h h ng !D-tegnty, w IC ave commended him to all

men and have so materially assisted i gOOd
hb 'ld' f h' n t eUl mg up 0 t IS country to its present

d" 0 p~
perous con ItlOn. ne characteristic of ~'1r

Smclalr has always shone out briO'htl)" I.'
. ,b In lIS

hfe, namely, that of carmg as faithfUlly for the
smalle~t Item entrusted to hIS care as for the
large mterests that were as important and
wide as the state itself. That has given him t~S
entire confidence of the people and few me~
have so endeared themselves to their canst'
tuency as has Mr. Sinclair. I

Born amid the rugged hills of Scotia the
land of historic and world wide fame, and ~0111
ing from the strong blood, which through its
sturdy specImens of the race has made itself
felt in every civilized land and than which, it
is conceded, there is no stronger in human reins,
we could expect to see a strength and principle
in l\lr. Sinclair commensurate with his warthI'
ancestors. In this no one has been mistakffi,
as his career will amply substantiate.

It was on October 12, 1829, that the an
nouncement was made to George and ~Iar

garet (Johnson) Sinclair of the birth of a son,
who is the subject of this sketch, They were
both natives of Scotland, and the county of
Caithness, the extreme north portion of the
mainland, was their home. At Dunne!. near
the sea, our subject was educated and when
seventeen he laid aside his books for the invig
orating work on the farm. Here he was oc
cupied until 1852, when he entered the employ
of the North British railroad as overseer of the
grain department. In this capacity he contin
ued until 1865 in which year he resigned his
position to come to the United States. In June.
he landed in New York and soon went thence
to St. Charles, Minnesota, where he purchased
one hundred and twenty acres of school land
and gave his attention to its cultivation, He
sold out four years later and went to Lincoln
county, Dakota, where he homesteaded a quar
ter section. For a decade he was an industnous
laborer there and then sold out to come Ivest.
In 1880 he landed in Ritzville. since Idllc1~, 'I
time he has been one of the prominent men 0

this portion of our state. The county seat Ivas
then at Colfax and soon Mr. Sinclair was
., I '. f ountv Inagltatmg t le questIOn 0 a new c - .

. das thedue time Adams county was org<llllze
result of these efforts and Mr. Sinclair Ivas ap-
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inted to the important position of county
po 11'Ssioner of Adams county. There was
(00111 .

11 labor to do <lnd great wIsdom needed tomuC .
1 ch the new county nght, and for five years
::I~ppreciati\·e peopl.e kept Mr. Sinclair at the
helO1. Then he resIgned to accept the post
J3stership of RItzvIlle, he bemg the fourth

nc;tmbent. For five years he held the posi
;non to the satisfaction of all, and then on ac
c~unt of the election of Grover Cleveland. he
resigned and was straightway elected treasurer
oi .\dams county. For hvo terms, four years,
the limit allo"'ed by the law. he continued in
this office, and as usual, pleasing the people
in erery respect. In 1899, he was called to
represent his county in the state legislature and
in that capacity did some excellent work.
He IraS knmn1 in the capitol as a man of power
and integrity and the interests of the people
were safely guarded in his hands. After that
sen'ice, :Vir. Sinclair was again appointed post
master of Ritzville by McKinley. This posi
tioll he resigned four years later to take a trip
to his native land.

In Scotland, Mr. Sinclair married Miss
Alary \Vhite, the daughter of Andrew and
Jlary (Marshel) White, the nuptials occurring
011 June 1,1857. To this happy marriage thir
leell children were born. George. 1\1a rgret.
Tressa. Mary. Minnie. Andre,,·, Jane. Annie.
\\"illiam, Charles, Emma L., and two that died
when infants. All are unmarried except Mar
gret. who is the wife of Henry Horn. of Ritz
rille. Most of the children are li\'ing in Adams
county and are highly respected citizens.

In the fall of 1899, Mrs. Sinclair was oiled
to lay down the burdens of life and participate
mthe realities of another world. She died as
she had li\'ed, a faithful and noble woman and
many sincere mourners were lamenting her de
parture. Mr. Sinclair has rounded out a long
hfe of three score years and ten and is still hale
and hearty and is now en)' oving the fruits of hislabo . •
. r 1ll the golden years of his career. secure
mthe love and esteem of an appreciative people
and surrounded by his children and friends.

•••

ah
GEORGE R. N. THOMPSOX has

c lel'ed .a success m the western country thatmar well . . .
.' 1l1Splre commendation and be a source

Ot pardonable pride. He has demonstrated a

practical judgment and an ability in financial
matters that have \von the \vay to the possession
of a magnificent estate, and a comfortable for
tune which insures that retirement from activ
ities of business in later years which is so ac
ceptable to all. He came to the west without
a dollar and in fact in the possession of some
debts as a dampner in effort. He determined
to win the smiles of dame fortune and has done
it by "'isdom and industry, so successfully, that
he has secured possessions \\'hich place him as
one of the leading property owners of Adams
county.

George R. )J. Thompson was born in Mis
souri. an April 16. 1864. the son of George W.
and Mary M. (Ball) Thompson. The father
"'as a pioneer of IvI issouri and during the Civil
war was one of the Home Guard. His death
occurred on September 19, 1863, after having
spent a good Ii fe and won many friends and the
respect of those \vho knew him. The mother
was born in Missouri and came to Starbuck,
\Vashington, in 1891. where she still resides.
George \vas reared in :Missouri and in the com
mon schools secured his education. His youth

•
\\'as spent much the same as that of the ordinary
lad in his countrv and when he arrived at
manhood's estate, he had learned the common
branches well and kne\v ho\v to perform gen
eral work and handle a farm. '\'ith these qual
ifications, he began life for himself and la
bored for wages for a time. In 1884, he de
termined to try the west and being of an en
ergetic spirit. he at once went to California.
Some time was spent in learning of that coun
try and working for wages. It was on No-.
vember 4, 1884. that he came to Columbia
county, that being the date of his landing there.
He worked for wages and so \yell did he take
ach-antage of his opportunities that in 1\\"0 years
more he \\-as buying wheat at Relief station in
that county. Then he dealt in cattle and horses
and gradually got into the stock business. In
1896, he came to Adams county and purchased
land and to this he has added until he has at
this day tlyenty-fin hundred and sixty acres
of land. This magnificent domain is utilized
both for grain raising and for stock breeding
and he is a very successful man in both of these
lines. The estate is located a few miles north
east from \Vashtucna and is one of the choice
one of the country. Mr. Thompson is to be
congratulated on his gatherings and it is \\,,,11
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to call attention to the fact that it is not some
turn of "luck" as some state when a man gets
the relvard of his labors, but it is the result of
his farseeing Ivisdom and improvement of the
opportunities that presented themselves and
which he sought out. Mr. Thompson has won
the admiration and respect of the people and
stands ,,-ell at this day. He is one of the lead
ing and influential men of the county and has
gained this distinction by reason of his worth
and his integrity.

• ••

JACOB KASPER is handling the largest
general store in Lind, where he has been es
~bIished for some years. He is a merchant
')f wide experience and his success here has
demonstrated his ability to be of a high order.
His establishment is located on the main street
of the town and is a one-storv brick. which is-entirely occupied with his merchandise. The
basement is utilized for. storing goods and
the stock carried here is worth more than thirty
five thousand dollars. Mr. Kasper has shown
marked "'isdom in selecting his goods for he
has a fine variety of all kinds adapted to this
trade. and the motto. "\Vell bought, half sold"
is one which he heeds well. for he is a care
ful and shrewd buyer knows how to get bar
gains for his customers. This has drawn a
very large patronage to his store. which his
careful business methods have held.

Jacob Kasper was born in Poland, on Jan
uary 7. 1855, the son of Jacob and Sarah Kas
per. His boyhood days were spent in his na
tive country and there he was favored with a
good educational training. \Vhen he had ar
rived at his majority, he determined to try
the larger and more inviting fields of the new
world and accordingly came hither ready for
business. He located in San Francisco and
there secured employment as salesman in a
general store. He made the most of his oppor
tunities and soon was well acquainted with the
lines of business here and had made good head
way in mastering the English language. Then
he started a store for himself. This was
eighteen months after he landed. Soon he re
moved to Forest Hill. California, and con
ducted a mercantile establishment there for two
years. His next location' was in \Valla \Valla,
where he opened a dry goods store in com-

pany with \V. Rudee. He Soon b h
h · d' oug toUt
!S partner an contmued the store until IQn-

1 hen he removed to Farmington \\' h' vy.J.. as tngto
and there conducted a general Slore until IQnn.
On account of the pal11c that thell s '-".13·. wept Ih
country he lost hea\'dy. After that he e
b · . K' , Opened

usmess III endnck. Idaho. the largest'h .. - store
111 t e town, and (hd bus11less there until I I

In that year he and hiS brother opened a 1901'
11'10 e

sale woodenware and basket house' S
F . In an

ranCISCO, under the firm name of K
B asper

rothers & Company. Leaving the mana e.
ment of the concern to his brother he ca g
L · . mem

md and started the busmess which has gr. O\\'n
to the present large (hmensions uncler his su

. . Th b . per-
vIsIon. e US11less has the form of a large
department store and would do credit to
city, and Lind is to be congratuated that ~1;1
Kasper has been induced to make this his head
quarters. The building utilized is owned by
Mr. Kasper and IS fifty by one hundred feet.
It is packed from roof to basement floor with
the choicest goods and is the center of great
activity. In 1904 N):r. Kasper sold his San
Francisco venture and is giving his entire at
tention to the management and building np of
his Lind store. Believing that the country will
justify it, he has led in the mercantile business
in his town, and determines to make his the
best store in the county in due time.

Mr. Kasper is a strong Republican and
takes a keen interest in every movement, boill
political and educational. as he is very pro
gressive and public minded. He is a member
of the 1. O. O. F. and is a leading citizen of
Lind.

At San Francisco, on April 27, 1890, ~lr.

Kasper married Miss Esther Lewis, a natil'e
of Poland. She came to this country with her
parents when six years of age and Iil'ed in
San Francisco where she was reared and edu·
cated. Her parents died in that city. To
Mr. and Mrs. Kasper, one child has been boru,
Sylven L., aged thirteen.

•

• • •

SAMUEL KASPER is one of Lind's lead
ing business men and is w~ll known ~thH~
tte town and the surroundmg countr). .

fIe bUSIstands at the head of a large mercan I . 1
. -ith wille 1ness and has gamed the success \\ .. . f bUSI-

his efforts are now crowned by nrtue 0
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.. abilit\· and industry, dominated by wis
~:~. He' has the happy faculty of pro\-iding
the people \,ith the goods they desIre and at the

'ces \\'hich can but receIve theIr approval.
~~is is not a matter of chance, but is the re

It of his long trallllllg III the commercIal
:\l~rld, that but developed the talent with which
he is richly endowed.

Samuel Kasper was born in the northern
part of Poland, on October 17, 1848. There
he was well educated in the public schools after
\I"hich he learned thoroughly the tailor trade.
This has been of inestimable benefit to him in
his later years of business, as it placed him in
possession of a practical knowledge with which
nothing else can VIe. In 1862, he came to
the United States and for three years wrought
in New York city. Then he journeyed to the
Golden Gate and in the metropolis of the Pacific
coast he opened an art store. handling also
paint~ and glass. Later he sold this business
and openec1 a clothing store. In the prosecu
tion of this business he continued until 1887,
when he came north to Pomeroy and there en
tered into business as a dry goods merchant.
Here he continued until 1896. and then re
moved to Kendrick, Idaho, in the same busi
ness. Later he returned to San Francisco and
in connection with his son and son-in-law, he
opened a wholesale wood and willow-ware es
tablishment. This was handled successfully-
by our subject until Igor. and in that year
he sold and came to Lind. In partnership with
his brother, he opened a store in this to\m and
together they operated until March. 1904.
when they dissolved partnership, and since then
11r. Kasper has been at the head of the busi
ness where we find him at the present time.
He is established on the prominent corner of
Lind, on both sides of the bank. and has a
irontage on two streets. The sightly and com
modious store is well filled with a choice as
sortment of the goods adapted to this market
and Mr. Kasper is favored with a fine patron
age, He is well known all through the coun
try and has many warm friends. He has so
COnducted his business that he has won the
confidence of the people and the result is his
trade is constantly increasing. 1\1r. Kasper
carnes a stock of general merchandise. cloth
Illg, men's furnishings. dry goods. and in fact
everything to be used in this section. He has
at present over twenty thousand dollars' worth

of goods and is contemplating increasing his
business.

At San Francisco, on August 18. 1872,
:V1r. Kasper married Miss :\1ena Sellick, a na
tive of Poland. Her family came to this coun
try \vhen she was a child four years of age.
She was reared and educated in New York
ci Iy and is an accomplished lady. To this
marriage four children have been born, Etta,
\\'jie of A. Green, a well known tra\-eling man
in San Francisco, Rose, H. H., and Jacob.

Mr. Kasper is a public minded man, and
always takes a great interest in the welfare of
the community. He is a member of the K. P.
and the B. B.

• ••

FRANK H. BENGE is well known in
Adams county as a man of force and ability
and has ShO\l'l1. as well, commendable upright
ness in his pilgrimage here during the years
past. He dwells about sixteen miles northeast
from \\'ashtucna, and owns a farm of nine
hundred acres. Farming and stock raising
occupy him and he handles about one hundred
and fifty head of stock each year.

Frank H. Benge was born in Da\·is county,,
Iowa, on November 9. 1861, the son of Dr.
Louis and Cyntha A. (Sheffer )Benge. natil'es
of 10\l"a. The father was a practicing phy
sician of repute and in 1862 crossed the plains,
bringing his family with him. Enroute. he
was obliged to ferry his goods across the
treacherous Snake in a wagon box, which was
no small undertaking. A stop was made at
Milton. Oregon, and then settlement was made
in \Valla \Valla, where the father maintained
a good practice until his death in 1877. The
mother is still living. her home being in Lex
ington. Oregon. at this time. They were the
parents of the following named children. Mrs.
Mattie M. Henderson. Mrs. Cora Mack,
Frank H.. Ralph L., Mrs. Ruth Barnette,
Fred J.. and Mrs. Rose Eskelsen. Mr. and
Mrs, J\fack are both deceased and four chil
dren survive them. Our subject received a
good common school education in the \Valla
\Valla valley and after his father's death as
sisted his mother to support the balance of the
family until he was twenty-five. Then he
married and went to Heppner. Oregon. \I'here
he spent five years. After that came a mo\-e (0

Dayton, \Vashington, and two years \I'ere spent
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in the hotel business there. In 1892, Mr. Benge
came to Adams county and took up stock rais
ing, which he has continued to this date. He
has achieved a good success in this line and is
a man of prosperity.

In 1888 occurred the marriage of Mr.
Benge and Miss Mary ]., daughter of E. C.
and .-\ngeline (Mayse) Crouch, natives of Illi
nois. They came to \Vashington in 1880 and
now dwell in Adams county. Five children
have been born to that family, Joseph L.,
Mary J., ]. Edward, M. J., and G. T. Mr.
and 1\'1 rs. Benge have two children, Sarah R.
and Annie L.

Mr. Benge has always displayed a great
interest in political matters and pulls in the
Democratic harness. He has served as school
director and clerk, as constable and as justice
of the peace. On April 30, 1904, Mr. Benge
was nominated by his party to represent his
county in the state legislature. Fraternally,
he is affiliated with the 1. O. O. F. and while
he does not belong to any denomination, he
is a liberal supporter of churches and church
institutions.

•••

ALEXANDER WATSON, ]R., is to be
classed as one of the wealthy land owners in
Adams county. By his thrift and wisdom he
has gained possession of a nice estate and
through his labors. has assisted very materially
in building up Adams county to its present
prosperolls condition.

Alexander \Vatson,]r., was born in Ontario,
Canada. on August 19. 1855. His parents, Al
exander and Catherine (Baird) \Vatson. were
natives of Scotland and are mentioned more
fully in this work elsewhere. They moved
from Canada to Illinois then to Nebraska and
in 1888, to Washington. locating in Adams
county where they now reside. Our subject re-

. ceived his education in Ontario and Illinois and
remained with his parents until twenty-three
years of age. then· he worked out for wages
one year. after which he married, and five
years later moved to Nebraska and farmed
for three years. In 1888. he came west and
sought out a homestead in Adams county where
he now resides, the same being one mile south
from Delight. To this he has added by pur

.chase until he has nine hundred and sixty acres.
six hundred and fifty' of which are producing

wheat. He. has erected good buildings and
made other Improvements among which
be mentioned an orchard, choice buildings ma~
fences. In addition to general farming :
\Vatson also raises some stock. ,r.

On December 4, 1879, occurred the m. f ~nage 0 Mr. Watson and Margaret Culbert
Her parents, Thomas and Elizabeth (Mc:
C1anegan) Culbert, were natives of Ireland and
came to America when young. They first
located in Pennsylvania and later removed to
Illinois where the father remained until his
death. The mother still lives there. They were
the parents of eight children, named as follows:
Alex, Eliza, Mary J., Maggie, Bell, John,
Ellen and Levina. To Mr. and Mrs. Watson
five children have been born, Ralph c., A. T.:
Girtie, Marv and Gladis.

•

The principles of the Republican party have
appealed more strongly to Mr. Watson than any
other. consequently he is numbered with the
stalwart war horses of this section. He has
taken a keen interest in educational matters
and has given of his time to serve on the board.
He and his wife are members of the Methodist
church and are people of excellent standing in
the community.

e ••

ISAAC RIGG, who resides about two
miles southwest from Fletcher. is one of the
pioneers of Adams county and has wrought
with a display of industry and wisdom here
since the days of hard times and much de·
privation. His estate consists of one-half sec
tion and all under cultivation. It is well im
proved with barn, other buildings, orchard,
plenty of fine water and is a valuable place.
Mr. Rigg is in a faVQred locality and has a
choice farm.

Isaac Rigg was born in Madison. Wiscon
sin, on October 12, J8 58, the son of John and
Agnes (Bennett) Rigg. natives of England.
They came to America in 1856 and made set
tlement in Wisconsin. where they dwelt two
years. Then came the journey to Kansas,
;"here their hOme was until 1882. In that year
they determined to see the Evergreen State,

. gt nd areand accordingly came to \Vashm on a .
now living in Adams county. To this worthy
couple six children have been born, named as, . E1' nd
follows, Sarah, Isaac, George, John, . lza a
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"II' n Isaac was educated in the common\\llal, .
I Is of pottawatomle county, Kansas, study-

sc 100ntil he was nineteen years of age. Then
~egb~gan the broader studies of real Ii fe and
, that time has wrought \nth display of

sll1ce .
energy and. wisdom. He worked on a. farm
f some tnne and then came west, the year

b
orn er 1881 and followed railroading and min-
e! b '

ing in Oregon. The next year he came to
\I'ashington and in 1887, settlement was made
'n ..\dams county. He took a homestead at
~nc~ and gave his attention to improving and
dereloping the same. Later he added another
quarter by purchase and this comprises his
estate to-day.

In 1895. Mr. Rigg married :Miss Lillie M.,
dauerhter of Elliott and Elizabeth (Haliday)
Rucker, natives of Illinois. Later the parents
removed to Missouri and now are dwelling in
\\'hitman county, Volashington. Seven chil
dren were in their family, named as follO\vs:
Lillie M., Laura, Laurance. Leonard, Myrtle
B.. Claud, and Leroy. On November 18, 1899.
jlr, Rigg was called to meet the death of his
beloved wife and she was sincerely mourned by
a large circle of friends.

:llr. Rigg has always evinced a becoming
interest in the affairs of the community and
politics, being allied with the Republicans. He
is a member of the M. 'vV. A. and also belongs
to the Christian church. He has two children.
Darid E., born March 27, 1897; and William
D.. born February 21, 1899. The last named
son is living with his grandparents in \Vhitman
(Onnty, while Master David is with his father.

•••

ANDREW S. NEWLAND. For twentv
\'ears this worthy and estimable citizen df
Adams county has toiled here for the general
ath'ancement and for the improvement of the
conntry. He now resides some five miles
southwest from Ritzville. where he has a fine
estate of seven hundred and twenty acres of
~~oice land. His attention is chiefly given to
he production of wheat. although he also
andIes Some stock. He has a good place. has

made comfortable improvements. and is rated
f~e of the leading men of the community. His
a ors have not only met with their deserved
reward .

111 a handsome property. which he now
OWns b . ., . ut have stimulated others to effort,

which has resulted in great good to this county
and the country in general.

Andrew S. Newland \vas born in Crab
Orchard, Lincoln county, Kentucky, on Octo
ber 19, 1844, the son of J. W. and Esther
(Whitley) Newland, both natives, also, of the
Blue Grass State. In 1851, they removed to
Louisville, where the mother died. In 1856,
the father IVent on west to Missouri, and
thence, in 1889, he came to the vicinity of Lind
and there took a homestead. There his death
occurred in 1895. Our subject and his two
elder brothers, having secured their education
in the schools of their native country, enlisted
to fight for the confederacy. John, the oldest
of the three, was killed in the battle of Altoona,
Georgia, in 1864. The others saw rigorous
service and know what it is to be in the carnage
of the battlefield. Immediatelv after the war,-Mr. Newland engaged in farming in Missouri,
and in Cape Girardeau county, of that state
occurred his marriage. The date is 1880, and
the lady then becoming his wife \"as Fannie
Hickman. daughter of Rev. Joshua and 'Martha
(Dunnivant) Hickman. The father \vas a
native of Kentuckv but removed to Missouri-when twenty-one. He took charge of the
Fee Baptist church, in St. Louis county. the
oldest Protestant organization west of the Mis
sissippi, and held the pastorate for twenty years.
He now resides in St. Louis. In 1884, Mr.
Kewland determined to try the west and as he
could find no other portion more attractive than
Adams county, he came hither and took a home
stead where he now resides, and which has been
his home ever since. He \"as one of the earliest
settlers here and had his share in the hardships
and deprivations suffered by the sturdy
pioneers. 'vVater had to be hauled for miles for
the farm use; squirrels were so numerous that
it was almost impossible to raise a crop; settlers
were far apart: and many other things com
bined to make tIle path of the frontiersman a
hard one. But Mr. Ne\dand was not to be
deterred from doing his work well and soon
he \\'as enabled to get more land under cultiva
tion and so when the prosperous years came
along, he was so situated as to take advantage
and soon was on the road to bright prosperity.
He added to his homestead betimes until he has
the large estate mentioned. and also has it ,yeJl
improved and is one of the leading property
owners of this vicinity. For several ,U111111ers
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after coming, he was forced to go to Walla
\,yalia to get work so as to bring the necessary
support to the family, but he and his faithful
wife labored steadily along and now have the
good rewards of their toil and sagacity.

To Mr. and Mrs. Newland, five children
ha"e been born, Esther Hickman Emma, , ,
Robert and Charles. The parents belono- to the
Baptist church and are exemplary peo~le and
substantial citizens. Mr. Newland is a stanch
and active Democrat and has always taken a
lively interest in political matters.....

ELIAS L. BANTA. Born in DeWitt
county, Illinois, May 16, 1847, the son of Rice
and Eliza (\Vare) Banta. Elias L. Banta is now
a prominent farmer residing six miles north
east of Hatton. His father, who was of Ger
man ancestry, was born in Kentucky and the
mother in Virginia. They were married in
Illinois, where they lived until removing to
Missouri in 1855. In 1883 the father died,
"'hereupon the mother removed to Iowa, and,
in that state died in 1893. They were the par
ents of nine children, Elias, William R., Per
melia, Franklin P., Daniel and Cornelia twins, ,
Sarah A., Mary F. and Charles \71,7.

Mr. Banta received a common schooling
in Dewitt county, Illinois, and at the age of
twenty-tlvo he started in life on an independent
hasis by working on a farm. \ Vhen thirty-six
he entered the railroad machine shops at Stans
bury, Missouri, "'here he remained until 1899.
when he came to \Vashington and located in
Adams county. He now owns a quarter-sec
tion of choice wheat land, all fenced and under
cultivation. He has a good house and one of
the finest appearing homes in his I'icinity.

Mr. Banta was married in 1883 to Laura
Wilson, daughter of R. B. and A. E. (Hughes)
\,yilson, natives of Illinois, and parents of
twelve children.

To Mr. and Mrs. Banta have been born
four children, three of whom are living: Robert
L., now in the United States army and sta
tioned at Fort Wright; Joseph C, and Lulu 1.

Mr. Banta is a Republican, and takes an
active interest in the political affairs of his
county. He has held the office of road super
visor with satisfaction to all.

Mrs. Banta is a member of the Methodist
Episcopal church.

In 1875 M r. Banta enlisted in the U '
States army from Sacramento Call'f ,Dlteo

fi . ' orma a dserved ve years, durll1g the greater .' n
which time he was engaged in fightil;710n of
in Oregon and Idaho. g nOlans

• I ..

JOHN W. GOODYKOO~TZ 0 '
I If " IIns One
la sectIOn of fertIle wheat land about I

'I h ttree
~TI1 es sout west from Fletcher. Through his
lI1dustry and good taste the estate has be '

d ' fi 1 h mlm·prove 111 rst c ass s ape. He has plenty oj
good ,vater and a fine orchard for home' •
,,,ith good buildings, the land well fenced.l~:
SIdes "anous other Improvements. Mr. Good '.
Koontz gives attention to raising stock som~.
what, In addItIon to wheat farming and is a
prosperous man.

John \V. Goodykoontz was born in :\lama.
kee county! Iowa, on March 2, 1860. His pa.
rents, WIlham and Nettle (Bair) Goodykoontz
were born in Virginia, in 1826, and in Indiana:
in 1838, r,espectil'ely. They were married in
Iowa, in 1856 and there remained until 18i7.
when they journeyed west and settled in Kan·
sas, where the father now lives. The mother
died on May 21, 1904. Seven children were
born to them, M. A., T. B., J. W., Emma]..
C A., Alice, and Carrie E.

John \,y. studied in the common schools oi
Hardin county, Iowa, until about man grown.
when he gave his entire time to assist his pa.
rents until twenty-four years of age, .-\t that
time, he started out to do for himself and be·
gan by famling in Kansas. Four years later.
it being 1888. he moved to Washington ano
located on a homestead where he nOli' reSIdes.
From that time until the latter 'nineties, he
had considerable hardship to endure passmg
through the hard times and it required no small
amount of determination to stav Il"1th the" ,

proposition. However, he succeeded and IS

now rewarded by a good holding in propert\".
In 1884. Mr. Goodykoontz married ;\ JI1Jl\e

L. Wooters the daughter of L. H. and Phoebe
, bo 10(Arbaugh) 'Wooters. The father was ro

Maryland in 1839, while the mother lI'as bonl

in Indiana, in 1843. They were marned Jl~
Indiana. in 1861, and became the p;rentst
ten children, Charles R.. Rose M.. ); ll1llle :-:::
Emma B.. Lena D., E. M .. W. L., J. F.,. Z, •

b· d ,tfe Ol·eand Carrie A. To our st! Ject an \I '
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child has been born, E. M., now attending
school at Ritzville.

Mr. Goodykoontz has always been a Re
ublican and takes an active interest in politi

~al campaigns. He also serves frequently on
the school board and IS a member of the
I O. O. F.

In November, 190 4, Mr. Goodykoontz was
elected justice of the peace at \Vashtucna, his
name appearing on the Republican ticket.

•••

MADISON L. BURKHART has without
doubt shown very commendable labors' in
Adams county. Owing to the fact that during
the earlier. years of his residence here and until
1897, various influences militated against his
success it is all the more praiseworthy that he
has won a nice holding and made himself one
of the prosperous and leading men of the coun
Ir\'. Madison L. Burkhart was born in New-

•
Ion county, Missouri, on August 18, 1852. His
parents, J. D. and Louisa (Parsons) Burkhart,
\\'ere natives of Indiana and settled in
Missouri in May, 1838. In 1875, they
moved to Kansas and in 1886 to Day
ton, Washington. They were the parents
of eleven children. who are named as follows:
Elijah H., M. L.. A. ]., ]. W.. Campbell,
Sigel, Anna P.. D. G.. Lulu E., Charles
L.. and Lidia. In the country schools of New
ton county, our subject gained the primary
part.of his English education and there, too.
contmued his studies until he was well favored
with a good common school training. At the
age of twenty, he stepped out from under the
parental roof and began labors for himself.
After working on the farm for sometime. he
bought a piece of land and tilled it until 1875,
then went to Cherokee county Kansas al;d
f "anned until 1888, when he came west to Day-
ton. A year later, he left that countrv and
settled in Adams county, where we nO\~ find
111m about five miles northeast from Delight.
In the spring of 1890 he moved his familvh •
ere al.ld the next seven years were years of

hardshIp and disappointment and much suffer
mg. However, Mr. Burkhart was not the man
to be discouraged and he continued until 1897
~nd began to reap the reward of his labors.

rom that time until the present. he has har-
vest d . .. e annually fine crops from an eIght hun-

•

dred acre ranch which is well supplied with all
the improvements, as buildings, orchard,
abundance of good water and so forth. Mr.
Burkhart keeps about twenty head of horses
for the work on the farm and traveling pur
poses. He is a man of energy and excellent
ability and has won his success by reason of
real merit and industry.

In 187 I, occurred the marriage of Madi
son L. Burkhart and Margaret E. Kennedy.
The bride was the daughter of Thomas and
Emeline (Spraggens) Kennedy, natives of
Tennessee. They moved to Missouri in 1840
and there the father died in 1853. The mother
continued her residence in that county until
1889, then came to Dayton where she died
in 1894, having borne five children, Lena. Mel
vina, Ova, Huston, Margaret E. To our sub
ject and his estimable wife five children have
been born, Maude A., Leroy G., Rose E., and
Archie H. Mr. Burkhart is a wide awake
man and in political matters, as in other af
fairs, shows an activity and keen interest that
speaks in the alert mind a desire for the
welfare of the community. He is a hard
worker in the ranks of the Republican party
and well informed upon the questions of the
day. He has given of his time and energy
to promote educational interests and is now
serving on the school board. He is a memb~r

of the 1. O. O. F., while he and his wife be
long to the Methodist church and have raised
their family in that faith.

• ••

THOMAS A. GERMAN is one of the
sturdy and progressive citizens of Adams
county who gives his attention to tilling the
soil. His postoffice is Delight and he has a
good farm near by. Thomas A. German was
born in Lewis county, Missouri, on September
27, 1867. His parents, R. D. and M. N.
(Hamilton) German. were natives of Ger
many and Missouri. respectively. The father
came to America in 184 I and located in
Missouri. where he remained until his death.
The mother now lives at Ellensburg, Wash
ington. They are the parents of twelve chil
dren named as follows: William, deceased,
Bell. E. R., L. A., Alice E., Nettie, John 0.,
R. S., C. A., B. H., Dollie, deceased. and
Blanch, deceased. Our subject recei\'ed his
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education from the common schools of his na
tive county and at the age of seventeen ex
changed the schoolroom for work on the
farm, having to assist his mother in the sup
port of the family. For five years, he labored
there then came on west to Oregon. At first
he gave his attention to stock raising and gen
eral work on the railroad. After that, he
spent five years in a flour mill and perfected
himself in the art of the miller during this
time. then he came to Adams county in 1896
and took a homestead where he now resides.
He has impro\'ed the place in first class shape,
ha\'ing it all under culti\'ation, fenced, pro
vided with water, buildings, orchard and so
forth. Mr. German does not handle as much
land as some of the farmers but he does well
what he does do and his farm is very pro
ductive.

In 1893, occurred the marriage of M r.
German and Maude Burkhart, the daughter
of ]....1. L. and M. E. Burkhart, natives of
Missouri. In 1889, Mr. Burkhart came to
\"'ashington bringing his family with him and
locating in Adams county, where they now re
side. He has a very large farm and is one
of the leading men of the section. Mrs. Ger
man has one sister, Rose L., and hvo brothers,
L. G. and Archie. To Mr. and Mrs. German,
four children have been born, Helen, Claude,
Neva and R. D. Mr. German is an old fash
ioned Jeffersonian Democrat and well posted
in matters pertaining to politics. He is now
holding the office of school director and has
given much attention to the improvement and
betterment of eclucational facilities.

Fraternally, he is affiliated with the 1. O.
O. F. and the W. W. His wife belongs to
the Rebekah lodge and they are both active
and leading members of the Christian church.

• • •

ANDREW J. WILLIAMS lives about
four miles south from Delight where he follows
farming. He was born in Linn county. Kan
sas. on October 12, 1860, the son of \\T. R. and
Elvira (Street) Williams. natives of Il1inois.
The parents came to Missouri from Il1inois
and then to Kansas which was their home un
til 1887. In that year they moved to \Vashing
ton. Our subject received his education in
Linn county. Kansas, in the country schools

and at the age of nineteen started in I'f f
himself. We first find him freighting il; ~ lor
rado and Idaho. He assisted to develop °t 0-

I . h' \\0pacer mmes t at were m the Coeur d' Al
country where he worked in the mines u~~i~
1888. In that year, he came to Adams COunt
and located \vhere we find him at the prese~
time. He took a homestead and began devel.
opmg the same. The hard times then came

d . . h d'ffi I onan It was WIt 1 cu ty that he Succeeded in
pulling through but he did so and SOon there.
a iter began to purchase land. The first that
he bought in 1898, he paid one dollar an acre
for and the last .that he bought in 1902, which
was the same kmd of land, cost him ten dol.
lars an acre. He now has nine hundred and
twenty acres of first class wheat land all under
cultivation. The same is supplied with O'oocl
water, buildings and so forth and sho\~s a
thri ity and first class farmer.

In 1889. Mr. Williams married Miss Hat.
tie Foo daughter of Joseph and Milenda (Tal"
lor) Priestly, nati ves of England and Illinois.
respectively. The parents were married in
Kansas and dwell there at the present time.
To them thirteen children were born. Mr. and
Mrs. \Villiams are the parents of five children.
Elvira Moo Lula E., Bryan F., Noman J., and
Charles R.

In political matters, we find our subject un·
trammeled by the ties of any party, being de·
cidedly liberal in his views. He and his wife
are members of the Christian church.

•••

JOSEPH H. BOWERS resides about one
mile east from Delight and there owns a ~ne
estate of four hundred and eighty acres which
is all under cultivation. fenced and well im·
proved. Mr. Bowers has about twenty head
of stock and farms his place largely to whea~.
He has made ~ first class success in raising thiS
cereal and is considered one of the good men
of the community. He has shown thrift and
industry in his labors and is worthy to be
classed as one of the upbuiJders of Adams
county.

Joseph H. Bowers was born in Mount
Pleasant, Iowa, on November 1, 1865, the son
of Amos and Elizabeth (Spry) Bowers. na
tives of Ohio. They moved to IOIva in 1852,

to Missouri in 1868, in 1874 to Illinois. to
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:\ braska in 1880, and finally journeyed to
(v:shington, landing here in 1888. They are

. d\velling in Adams county and the father
nOlI •
keeps the postoffice at DelIght. They are the

rents of seven children, named as follows,
~:arion W., Levina J., Sarah E., Rose F.,
E(hrard T.. Joseph H .. and Bertha M.

Our subject has been on the frontier a
good portion of his life and therefore had but
little opportunity for securing an education,
but he made the best of what he had. At the
age of twenty-one he left his father's place
and began work for himself. This was in
~ebraska. For two years he operated rented
land and in 1888, came thence to \"!ashington
where he took a homestead, the same being
part of his present estate. Since then he has
purchased enough to make the estate three
fourths of a section and he has given his en
tire attention to its cultivation and improve
meut. He handles as high as six thousand
bushels of wheat annually. He also owns
residence property in Lind.

Mr. Bowers is still contented to dwell in
single blessedness. In political matters, he is
a Republican, well informed in the questions
of the day and interested in everything that
teuds to the upbuilding and progress of his
county. He is a member of the M. \V. A.
and also of the Methodist church.

Mr. Bowers has a sister, Mrs. Sarah E.
Freestone, who dwells with him, her home
stead adjoining his place. She has resided
here for fifteen years and has shown remark
able fortitude and tenacity. While holding
her homestead, she was obliged to go out to
work to support her two daughters, and her
lot is really more to be commended than the
male pioneers, for they were forced to contend
with less to overcome than she has had. She
has always taken an interest in advancing the
country and her labors show her to be an in
dustrious and substantial lady.

•••

OSCAR W. GOODENOUGH is a
yo~nger resident of Adams county, who has
I;alOed good success in financial lines since com
mg here. He owns a section of good wheat
land about ten miles east of Hatton three
fourths of which are producing cereal~. The
place IS well fenced and iil a high state of culti-'

vation. Good buildings, fine orchard and so
forth are in evidence and Mr. Goodenough is
considered one of the thri fty and industrious
farmers of the county.

Oscar 'vV. Goodenough was born in Lapeer
county, Michigan, on August 17, 1871, the
son of \\'iliialll and Mehitable (Hall) Good
enough, \1'110 are named elsewhere in this vol
mne. He obtained his education from the pub
lic schools of his native county and in 1887
came west \"ith his parents. The father set
tled in Adams county and our subject attended
school for awhile then gave his attention to
farming "'ith his father until twenty-five years
of age. Before this, ho\"e"er, he took a home
stead and had also spent some time in teaching
in this county. Then he settled on his home
stead and put a whole quarter-section in cul
tivation and in 1898 added four hundred and
eighty acres more, making the section men
tioned above. Mr. Goodenough has a good
stock of horses and plenty of machinery and is
one of the leading farmers of the section.

On November 28, 1894, Mr. Goodenough
married Miss Lillie, daughter of S. P. and
Annie (\Voody) Wright, natives of Tennes
see and mentioned elsewhere in this \·olume.
Mrs. Goodenough is a member of the Chris
tian church. while our subject belongs to the I.
O. O. F. and the K. of P. Politically, he is a
Democrat and at the present time is one of the
school directors in his district. From 1891 to
1893, Mr. Goodenough had gone from his
father's farm to Hatton where he engaged in
the drug business but preferring the freedom
of a farm life he retired from that and secured
his present estate.

• I •

GEORGE E. WEBB was born in Pulaski
county, Virginia. on January 31, 1876. His
parents, James H. and Alice M. Webb. were
natives of Virginia and there remained until
their death. Nine children were born to them,
named as follows, \Vm. R., George E., Samuel
W .. Mary S.. .Tames E .. John D., Ruth N.,
Tiler 0 .. and Nellie J. Our subject was edu
cated in what was known as Horseshoe school
in Pulaski county, Virginia, and received a
thorough English training. He remained
with his parents until twenty-two years of
age, then learned the blacksmith trade. He
wrought at that trade for sometime and in
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1900, came 10 Adams county, purchasing a
section of land about eight miles southeast
from Lind, where he resides at the present
time. The entire estate is well fenced and
highly improved, being supplied with orchard
and all other improvements necessary. In ad
dition to general farming, Mr. Webb raises
horses. Although he has not been here so
long as some of the pioneers. still he has shown
himself thoroughly appreciative of the re
sources and advantages of the country and has
\yon an excellent success.

On February 15, 1898, Mr. Webb mar
ried Miss E. Susie (Chumbley). February
15 is remembered by all as the date upol1:
which the illfated battle ship Maine was de
stroved in Havana harbor, but Mr. \Vebb re
marks that it was rather an expensive chari
vari for his wedding. Mrs. Webb is the
daughter of \V. A. and Mary C. (Hickman)
Chumbley, natives of Virginia where they
now reside. She is one of ten children, named
as follO\ys, William H., Edgar E., Susie,
Fred. Bessie H., Mary C. and Maggie R.,
t\vins, James H., Clemence, and Myrtle. Her
mother's father, \Villiam P. Hickman. was
chaplain during the Rebellion in the confed
erate army and \vas killed while in the service.
Mrs. "'ebb's father served four years in the
confederate army and lost his eye by a gun
shot wound. Her mother's uncle, Moses D.
Hogue was a Presbvterian minister and, ,
James Hogue Tyler, ex-governor of Virginia,
was a cousin of Mrs. \Vebb's mother. To
Mr. and Mrs. \Vebb, three children have been
born. Evrett M., Mary 1., and Nellie M.

In political matters, our subject is ham
pered by the ties of no party, being liberal in
his views and an independent thinker. He is
a member of the Christian Baptist church,
while Mrs. \Vebb belongs to the Presbyterian
denomination.

Mrs. Betsy Albert, the great grandmother
of our subject. and now a resident of Virginia,
is in her one hundred and third year. She is
great-great-grandmother to six children, the
three of our subject and three of John Albert
of \Vest Virginia.

• • •

JOHN H. McCHESNEY resides about
one-half mile west from Delight post office,
where he follows farming. He owns about

four hundred and eighty acres of first I
wheat land and handles in addition to th t

C
ass

. db I' a OnesectIOn owne y 11S sons. Mr. McChesn "
I h d '· qlsa arge w eat pro ucer, ralsmg annually from

ten to twelve thousand bushels of this val bl
I H . . ua e

cerea . e IS a progressive man, governed b
upright principles and is ~~o\l'n as one of th~
substantIal and re5pected CItIzens of the County.

. John H. IV1c~hesney was born in Rock
bndge county, Vtrg1l1la, on April 16 1842
the son of George W. and Evelina (Moffett)
McChesney, natives of Virginia, where the
great-great-grandfather of our subject located
about 1740. He was a patriot in the Revolu.
tion. That state was the family home until
1858, when the parents journeyed west to
Texas and there remained until their death,
The father was captain of the state militia in
Virginia until his journey west. They were the
parents of se\'en children. namely. Robert,Han
nah, Elizabeth, James, Adam, John and Zach
aria. Their ancestors were Scotch and Irish
people. Our subject "'as educated in Roanoke,
Virginia, and in the common schools of Texas.
At the age of nineteen, he enlisted in the con
federate army and served in the Trans-Missis
sippi army l;nder General Taylor until May,
1865. when he was mustered out. He par-

I ticipated in the battles of Mansfield and Yellow
Bile, besides \-arious smaller engagements.
Follo\ving his martial service, he went into the
stock business in Texas, continuing the same
there until 1875, then he turned his attention
to farming. In 1880 he mO\-ed to New Mex
ico, "'here he follo\ved raising stock for four
years, then he returned to Texas and fa~med
until 1887. when he journeyed ,,"est to Wash
ington ane! handled stock until he took a home
stead. This he improved and sold and bought
three-fourths of a section "'here he now reSides.

On April 18. 1866, Mr. McChesney mar
ried Miss Virginia Rogers. Her parents. Jo
seph and Rachel (Simons) Rogers, are nal1ves
of Tennessee and England. respectively and
settled in Texas in early days. where they re
mained the balance of their lives. They were
the parents of five children, Susan, VirgJl1la,
Thomas, John and Joseph. To Mr. and Mrs.
McChesney thirteen children have been born,

V'll' lohnEvelina. Susan. Rachel, Adam. V I t~m... h'
Hannah, Thomas. Elizabeth, Mary, Zach1na ,
Robert and Virginia.

Mr. McChesney has always been a Demo-
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erat and is a good one, well informed and ac

ri\,eFratemally, he is a ~ember of the A. F.
&A. M., while he and hIs wIfe belong to the
Ch 'stian church. They are prosperous pea
I n and through industry and wisdom have
~i~ed the generous confidence of the people.

• ••

GEORGE M. WINN is a man of much
experience in traveling and is well acquainted
with frontier life. He resides at the present
time about three miles south from Delight
where he has three-fourths of a section, all in a
hiO'h state of cultivation and provided with
g~d buildings. fences and other improve
ments. He gives his attention largely to
wheat raising and has made a real success
in this line of industry.

George M. V,'inn was born in Charlotts
rille, West Virginia. November 13. 1854, the
son of Thomas and Hannah M. (McChesney)
Winn, natives of Virginia. Their first home
after their marriage was in Virginia and in
1884, they came to \Vashington, settling in
Pasco, where they remained until their death.
They were the parents of seven children. Our
subject received his education largely in the
common schools of Tackson county. Texas. and. -
wrought with his father until twenty-one years
of age. Then he started out for himself. going
first to New Mexico where he took charge of
a large stock ranch. Three years were occupied
thus and we see him then in Petaluma. Cali
fomia. where one year was spent on a fruit
farm. After that h~ came to \Vashington and
settled on the Snake river and remained there
for seven years. Next he came to Pasco. which
was his home for six vears. It was 1888-when Mr. \Vinn took a timber culture "'here he
resides at the present time. For some years
thereafter he worked in Pasco. spending- four
years in the employ of the Northern Pacific.
Then he returned to his claim and after that
•

JOurneyed to Texas. where he remained three
years. From Texas. he came again to his pres
ent place. which he has increased to four hun
d;ed and eighty acres and since that time has
glVen himself to farming and stock raisinp'o

In 1887, Mr. Winn married Miss Luh
Spann. She is the daughter of Col. J. R. and
Anna Spann, natives of North and South Caro-

lina, respectively. They settled in Texas in
1850 and there spent the balance of their lives.
To them were born eleven children. To Mr.
and Mrs. Winn two children have been born,
John R. and Hannah M. They also have one
adopted child. Francis v\'.

Mr. vVinn has always been pleased with the
principles of the Democratic party and is a
very active worker in that field. He has fre
quently held offices and is also actively inter
ested in educational matters. Mr. \Vinn is a
member of the Presbvterian church and his

o

wife belongs to the Roman Catholic denomin-
ation.

• ••

HANNAH J. HARTER is certainly to
be commemlecl. for she has done a praiseworthy
labor in this countv. She owns an estate of

•
one-half section. three miles south from De-
light. \Vhen her husband died, she had five
children to care for and a homestead of one
quarter section. only fi,'e acres of which were
under culti,·ation. Xow she has three hun
dred and t"'enty acres farmed to wheat. the
balance well fenced and the place supplied ,,,ith
all machinery and stock needed. She has re
centlv built a fine new residence and has made

o

all this holding by her wisdom and hard labor
here on the farm.

Hannah J. Harter ,,,as born in Keokuk
county. Iowa, on January 29. 1847. Her par
ents. Aaron and Hannah (Edie) Gaskill. were
natiyes of Ohio and settled in Iowa while it
was vet a territorv. and there the father re-
00'

mained until his death. They were the parents
•

of six children. Elizabeth. Aaron. vVilliam,
Charlotte. Hannah J.. and Delilah. Mrs. Har
ter was educated in her native place and at the
as.;e of eighteen married James Harter, a na
tive of Franklin county, Indiana. who had
come to Iowa with his parents when a boy.
Mrs. Harter and her husband settled on a farm
until 1877. then mO\'ed to Kansas and were
g-Iad enough one year later to come to Wash
ington and take a homestead where she resides
at the present time. The following year. Mr.
Harter died and left his wife and five children.
The names of the children are Joseph and Jes
,ie in Hatton; George, farming in this countv;
Alice and James living with their mother. The
prospects were very dark when Mr. Harter
died. For a widow to be left in a new country
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with five children and but five acres from which
to gain a living with very little other property
and neighbors a long \\'ay off is something to
discourage even a strong heart. But Mrs. Har
ter was not the, kind to give up. She went to
work and soon had the whole one hundred
and sixty acres producing wheat. She bought.
another quarter section, erected the buildings
mentioned, commenced raising stock, supplied
the place \\'ith plenty of good water, and has
made a first class success in every sense of the
word. Joseph. her oldest son. is now married
and dwelling in Hatton. Mrs. Harter is a
member of the Christian church and a woman
who receives the respect and good will of all

.who know her.
Another item which should be mentioned

is that \vhen :Mr. Harter died, he left a life in
surance of two thousand dollars. This seemed
as if it was a \vise provision for the needy ones
left behind, but an unscrupulous agent suc
ceeded in swindling this poor widow out of the
entire amount, The blo\\' \\'as appalling. but
noh\'ithstanding all this, Mrs. Harter overcame I
all and has made the present holding by her
skill, wisdom and careful industry. She cer
tainly desen'es the competence she has gath
ered.

•••

LEVI L. SCTTO~ is a farmer and prac
ticing physician residing seven and one-half
miles east from Hatton. He was born in Or
leans county, Ne\\' York; September I, 1835,
the son of John and Susan (Williamson) Sut
ton, the father a native of Pennsylvania and
the mother of Kew Jersey. The parents, after
their marriage, lived first in the state of

. New Jersey, then removed to New York in
1834. They came to Michigan in 1847, where
both died. They were parents of twelve chil
dren, Peter W., John B" Nathan, Rachel, Jane,
Mary. Hannah, \Villiam, B, L., P. W., Belle
and Clarissa.

Dr. Sutton received his early education in
the country schools of Lapeer county, Michi
gan, and later he took a course in Romeo
academy. Upon arriving at his majority he
left school and engaged in teaching. Later
he took up farming and practicing medicine.
He follo\ved this dual occupation a number of
years. when, in 1887, he came to Adams county,
Washington. direct from the east and settled

where he still lives. He was the fi
in that township, and his was the ;St settler
to be built in that vicinity. Ther rst house
roads in that section of the COUl1tv atetl" ere no

d h ' lat time,
an t e nearest water was distant eight mil
He first took a homestead and timber I es.
, d I I ' cu ture.mprove t lese c alms, then as circum t ', d s ances
pen11ltte , he purchased more land u t'l h

'I n I enow owns a section w lere he lives and a, . , quar·
tel' sectIOn Just across the road from his h
All of his land is fenced, improved and u~~~
cultIvatIOn. He has one 01. the largest d
handsomest houses in the vicinity. It c~~.
tams fourteen r00111S and is mod~l11 through.
out. Other Impro\'ements on IllS larm include
a large barn, repair shop, tool honse, etc, In
addition to his own land he has a lease on three
hund'recl and twenty acres, making a total of
eleven hundred and twenty acres which he
farms. He raises a great quantity of fruit
each year, and his \\heat crop runs as high as
eighteen thousand bushels in one year,

III 1859 Dr, Sutton was married to Sarah
J. Goodenough. daughter of James and ~lar)'

(Hiller) Goodenough, natives of Xew York,
who settled in that state after their marriage,
and remained there until 1834, \dlen they reo
moved to Michigan, and there spent the re
mainder of their lives. They were parents of
seven children, John, Josephine. Josephus,
Sarah J .. Joanna, Mary M. and Willial1l.

To Dr. and Mrs. Sutton ha\'e been born
four children; Elmer G,. in Seattle; Ida B..
married to John Hackett. of Adams county;
·William ]., ex-principal of the normal school
at Cheney, whose life is sketched elsewhere UI

this volume' and Bvron \\'ho lives WIth hiS, .'
parents.

Dr. Sutton is an active Democrat. at the
hands of which party in Michigan he held
office seven years. In fraternity circles, he IS
known as a member of the F. and A, M,. and
Mrs. Sutton is a member of the Eastern Star,

E · alBoth are members of the Methodist PISCOP
church.

•••

WILLIAM GOODENOUGH. who re
sides about eight miles east from Hatton and

. bo' La er county.follows farmIng, was rn In pe 'f
Michigan on March 28; 1842, the son 0, Ina-
James and Mary (Hiller) Goodenoug I: I'

Y k peettvej .
tives of Vermont and New or, res
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rents were married in New York then
The,~a to Michigan in 1835, where they re
JDo:ned the balance of their lives, living on the
ma The paternal grandfather ot our sub
f::'articipated in the war of 1812. The an
J t ~- came from prominent English families.
~~s~bject is the youngest of the family and
h' brothers and sisters are named as follows,
/hn Josephus, J osephine, Joanna, Jane and
~~ h:ina. The public schools of Michigan con
tri~uted the educational training of our sub
. ct and at the early age of twelve he was calledtmourn the death of his father, which placed
uOpon him more. responsibility. He remained
on the farm unltl eIghteen years of age, then
went to Illinois and when twenty enlisted. it
being 1863, in the construction corps, wh.ich
was mustered out 111 Chicago 111 1865. Atter
that he enlisted for the Indian service in Color
ado, Wyoming and Kansas, and did consider
able fighting against the savages. \Vhen that
was ended, he turned his attention to mining
in Colorado and followed the same for three
rem. then returned to lVlichigan and bought
land which was his home until 1887. In that
year he came to vVashington and located on his. ,
present place as a homestead, taking also a
timber culture claim. He has added to this
from time to time until he now has one thou
sand seven hundred and sixty acres of first
class wheat land. Mr. Goodenough has an
excellent farm and harves's from twenty to
thirty thousand bushels of wheat annually be
sides other crops. It requires about fifty head
of horses to handle this estate. The farm is
supplied with a modern tasty, twelve room
residence, all buildings, barns and machinery
necessary and is one of the choice estates of
Washington. In addition to this Mrs. Goode
nough owns in her own right eight hun
dred acres of excellent wheat land all under
cultivation. The water supply for the farm is
brought from a well a mile away.

In 1868, Mr. Goodenough married Mehit
able Hall of Michigan, who died in 1892, leav
Jng six children, John, Oscar, Jacob, Levi,
Thomas and Maude.

In 1894, Mr. Goodenough married Mr,.
Ella F. Kelsey, the widow of James Kelsey
and daughter cif Freeman and Hannah H.
(Norman) Tucker, natives of New Jersey.
where the mother lives at the present time.
The father died while on a trip to California.

53

They were the parents of three children and
Mrs. Tucker had one child by her former
marriage, \Villiam, John L., Phoebe and Ella:
Frances. Mrs. Goodenough married Mr. Kel
sey in California, in December, 1879, and he
died in 1891, leaving two children, Miller and
Madeline, the former in this county and the
latter attending, school at Pullman college.

Mr. Goodenough is an acti\'e Democrat and
for many years has been school director and
justice of the peace. He is a member of the
1. O. O. F. and his wife belongs to the Metho
dist church.

• ••

BEKJAMIN F. BICKFORD. Six miles
east from Hatton lies the beautiful home of
Benjamin F. Bickford, one of the leading
farmers in that locality. Born in Quincy,
Adams county, Illinois, July I, 1844, he was
the son of Caleb and Elizabeth (Mitchell)
Bickford, natives, respecti\'ely, of New Hamp
shire and Kentucky. The parents settled in
Illinois in 1836. and in 1856 they removed
from Adams to Hancock county, of the same
state, and there remained until their deaths.
They reared a family of six children. Mrs.
Ellen Capron, Zachary, Mrs. Emma Berry,
Sue. ~hs. Rosa Ellis and B. F., the subject of
this sketch.

Mr. Bickford received a good grammar
school education in his nath'e county, remain
ing with his parents until twenty-four years
of age. He then spent six years in Kansas. but
returned at the expiration of that time to llli
nois. where he remained thirteen years. After
this he "'as a short time in Kansas Cit\·. Kan
sas, then came to \Vashington and in 1888
located a pr,e-emption. He went to \Vhitman
county in 1892, but two years later returned to
his Adams county farm and has continued to
live here since. He has a first class orchard,
and other modern farm improvements. and
raises some stock both for his own use and
for market.

In 1872 Mr. Bickford was married to Jane
Fairchild. daughter of Roswell and Marie
(\Vinfield) Fairchild. natives of New York
and' earlv settlers in Ohio. Later in life they

" .
removed to lllinois, remained there until 1866.
when they went to Kansas and there spent
the remainder of their lives on a farm. They

•

were par,ents of six children, Ed\\'in. Mrs.
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Lucina Manlove, deceased, Silas, Fannie and
Amy, twins, and]ane.

Mr. and Mrs. Bickford have two children,
Edgar F. and Birdie E., married to Charles
Rice, San Juan county, vVashington.

Alr. Bickford has repeatedly been a member
of his local school board, and has always been
a stanch Republican. He is also a prominent
member of the G. A. R.

• • •

R.-\LPH R. REYNOLDS is engaged in
the livery business in the tOV\'n of hatton.
He was born at :Mount Vemon, Lawrence
county, Missouri, on February 22, 1868, and
is the son of B. \V. and Frances (Stephens)
Reynolds, natives of Missouri, where they are
still living on a farm. They are parents of
eight children, Ralph R., Gertrude, Clarence,
Oma, Loren and Loie, twins, Earl, and Archie.

Mr. Reynolds remained with his parents
until arriving at his twenty-second year, during
which time he gained a good common school
education. He then came to Hatton and filed
on a homestead ten miles west from town,
which claim he continued to cultivate until
190I. vvhen he removed to town and erected
his liv'ery barn, vvhich is a structure eighty
four by fifty feet in dimensions, and contains
thirteen complete outfits.

]\fr. Reynolds was married on February 22,
1903. to Elsie Cowley, daughter of John T.
and Elizabeth Cowley. The parents of r-.hs.
Reynolds have been parents of fiv'e children,
John. Monie, Elsie, Victoria and Maggie.

11r. Reynolds is a Democrat. and a mem
ber of the'A. b. U. YV. fraternity.

He is looked upon as one of the promising
business men of the thrivin'g little town of
which he is a part.

• ••

EDGAR F. BICKFORD is a prosperous
farmer residing six miles east from Hatton.
He vV'as born in Linn county, Kansas, October
23. 1873. the son of Benjamin F. and Jane
(Fairchild) Bickford, both natives of Illinois
who settled' in Kansas when young. In 1874
they removed to Illinois, where they lived thir
teen years, when they came to Adams county,
Washington. Thev are still living on a farm
in this county. Besides the subject of our

sketch, they have one child, Birdie I .
C A R · I" . S ' narned to. . Ice, IVll1g 111 an Juan COunt \\
' ~'I R' y, 'ash.lI1gton. lV rs. Ice has two childr
subject's father is a veteran of the Cen"l Onr

d · IVI war
an .a very hIghly respected old gentleman.

Mr. BIckford receIved hIS early ed .
. Shi' , ucahonm c uy er county, IlhnolS and cam. . ,e west
WIth hIS parents at the age of sixteen
U . h h . years

pan COI11111g ere e engaged in workin .
f f . h' g ona arm or wages, 111 vv Ich capacity he

. d'h Con-
t1l1ue elg t years, when he took a homestead,
s1l1ce whIch time he has been farming for him
sel f. He has his land' all fenced, under culti
vatIOn and well nnproved with first cia
modern buildings. In 1903 he purchased ss
quarter section of land near his homestead an~
rents a half-section, making a total of on; sec
tion which he annually has in crop. He also has
his farm well supplied with draft horses and
farm implements.

Mr. Bickford is an active Republican, and
a member of the F. and A. M. and of the
Knights of Pythias fraternities.

•••

H.~L CRAMPTON is engaged in farming
five mIles east from Hatton, where he has been
since 1888. He is a native of Flint, Genesee
county, Michigan, born ] uly 29, 1866, and the
son of George and Marenda (Hibbard)
Crampton. The father is a native of England
and the mother of Michigan. They settled in
Michigan at the time of their marriage, and
never left the state. The father is dead, but
the mother still lives at Lennon. They have
always lived on a farm, and were parents of
seven sons. Bert, deceased, our subject, Will
iam, Charles, Frank, Harry and John.

Mr. Crampton received a good common
school education in the state of his birth and at
the age of twenty-one started in life inde
pendently. He came west in 1888 and settled
first in Walla Walla, Washington, but during
the same year he came to his present locality,
where he filed a homestead and timber culture
on the farm where he now lives. He says he
saw some really hard times in gaining a start
here, but that he always enjoyed a plenty of
the necessities of liJe and managed somehow
to improve his land. In 1899 he purchased a
half-section of railroad land, and at interval.~
since that time he has added to his farm unh
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r owns one thousand five hundred and
~xt~O~cres o~ farm land and one hundred and
'. '. acres ot tImber. He has eleven hundred
5J~~fi;ty acres under cultivation, and improved
an h the most modern type of farm buildings
lilt . H .. fiand conveOlences.e mamtams twenty- ve
. dof farm horses, and an excellent orchard.
nea 'd F')Jr. 'Crampton was marne to •anme
po,;'ers. daughter of Melvin and. Ellen
(Fi;her) Powers, the former a natIve of
'ielr York and the latter of Pennsyl
;-ania. The parents of Mrs. Crampton settled
in Ohio early in life, and later. removed to
\[ichilYan where the mother stilI h\'es. the
. h J •

father dying some years sll1c:, They were pa-
mlts of six children; J enme, now Mrs. A,
je:mings; Fannie, Harvey, Mrs. Amy Urch,
ilrs. Lillie Hibbard and Mertie, deceased.

)lr. Crampton is an active Democrat, and
a member of the Odd Fellows. He has re
peatedly held office as a member of his local
IChool board.

~lrs. Crampton is a member of the Meth
odist Episcopal church.

• ••

S,\MUEL ALLEN, farmer, lives ten
miles east from Hatton. He was born in
Zanesrille, Ohio, September 16, 1850, the son
oi Josiah B. and Frances (Herrick) Allen. The
mother was a daughter of General Herrick,
who fought in the Revolutionary \Var. The
iather \ras a native of Connecticut. and with
the mother, settled at Janesville early in life,
where they lived the remainder of their lives,
rearing a family of ten children. The children
are. Edward H., Mary, Margaret, Maggie,
LIZZIe, Charles, Emma, Fannie, Josiah, and
Samuel.
. ,\t the age of sixteen Mr, Allen, after hav
Ing received a fair common school education
in his native town went to Kansas Citv and
th I' "ere earned the art of telegraphy. Hefol-
[owed this profession until arriving at his ma
Jont)'. when he engaged in railroad work. and
In r88i he came to Adams county Washing-
~ H '[' ere he took a homestead and timber
~ ture, \rhich he has continued to cultivate
~1'Tl to the present time. He also has pur
f sed enough land to make a full section, all

H' \~hJCh .is under cultivation and improved.
IS arm IS well supplied with live stock.

In 1872 Mr. Allen was married to Rena
Moore. daughter of George \V, and Melana
(Boren) Moore, the mother a native of Vir
ginia and the father of Tennessee. The par
ents of Mrs, Allen settled in Illinois early in
hfe, remO\'ed to Kansas in 1856, and in 1875
went to Indian Territory, where both died.
They were parents of seven children, George
M., Ezra B., Dillon, Rena, James K., and two
\\'ho died in infancy.
, Mr. Allen is a Republican in political be

hei. He IS an enthusiastic worker in school
matters, and at different periods of his resi
dence he has served on his local school board.
Mrs. Allen is a member of the Christian church.

To Mr. and Mrs. Allen have been born
six children, five of whom are living, George
J., S. Francis, Pearl A., Charles M.. and Ethel
M. All are at home but S. Francis, who is
at Kahlotus, \Vashington.

•••

SOLOMON P. WRIGHT lives in Hatton,
where he does an extensive real estate and loan
business, Born in Obion county, Tennessee,
April 29, 1848. he "'as the son of Philip A.
and Elizabeth (Lane) Wright. natives of Ken
tucky, who removed to Tennessee early in life.
The mother died in that state some years since,
but the father is still living there. During
the Civi! war. the father was about to go to
,,'ar as a soldier, but his eldest son. George P.,
\'olunteered to take his place in the army.

Mr. \Vright has e1e\'en brothers and sisters,
George P., Moses, Mary J .. Sarah A., Susan,
R. A.. Ruius, D. :M., J. L., Henry C. and
Lucy R., twins.

He received his early education in the com
mon schools of his native state, and upon at
taining his majority he engaged in farming for
himself. In 1877 he sold his farm and engaged
in the saw milling and lumber business, which
he followed until 1883, when he sold out and
returned to farming. In 1887 he came to
Ritzville, Adams county, and for two years he
worked at carpentering in that town. In 1889
he took a homestead ten miles east from Hat
ton. and at different times since settling here
he has added to his holdings until he now
owns two and one-half sections of land, all of
which is fenced. and one and three-fourths
sections of which is under cultivation. He has
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good buildings and some highly br,ed cattle
and horses. He has harvested from his land
as high as fifteen thousand bushels of wheat in
a single year. In 1902 he removed to Hatton
and engaged in his present business, having
rented his farm.

In 1869 Mr. 'Wright was married to Anna
F. Woody, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert
\Voody, natives of North Carolina, and pa
rents of twelve children.

To this union have been born eight chil
dren, five of whom are living; Lillie, married
to O. \V. Goodenough. of Adams county;
Nora H .. with her parents: Homer R., in Ritz
ville: Lottie ]., with her parents: and Preston
\V., also living with his parents.

Mr.\Vright is a Democrat. He is interested
in educational work and for many years he was
a member of his local board of sch.ool directors.
130th he and Mrs. \Vright have long been mem
bers of the Church of Christ.

• • •

KATHAN S. WOODY, a farmer resid
ing six and one-half miles east and two miles
south from Hatton. is a native of Parke coun
ty, Indiana. born March 8, 1866. He is the
son of :Mahlon and Susannah (Harvey)
\Voodv, the father a native of North Carolina•
and the mother of Ohio. The parents lived
in Indiana until 18iI. when they went to Illi
nois and from that state to Missouri, where
they lived ten years. Upon the death of the
father the mother removed to Idaho, where
she died in 1898. They were the parents of
eight children.

Mr. \Voody received a good common
school education in Champion county, Illinois,
and in Missouri. and upon attaining his ma
jority he started in life independently by en
gaging in farming. After two years he came
to \Vashington in 1890 and farmed in Whit
man county until 1898, when he came to
Adams county and filed upon his present
homestead. He now has his land all fenced
and well improved.

In 1888 Mr. Woody was married to Addie
Billow, to which union have been born three
children, \V. Clyde, Leroy A. and Clifford L.
Mr. \Voody is a conservative Republican in
politics, and socially, he is a member of the
Knights of Pythias fraternity.

He is considered an intelligent d'
t . f . . an lUdu
n~)lls armer, a good cltlzen and fi s-

neighbor. a rst-c1ass
•••

MICHAEL]. LOGAN resides a f
f hf ' naann

one- ourt 0 a mile ~vest from Cunnin ha
Adams county, \Vashmgton. He is a g lil,

f R natl\,e
a . oscommon . county. Ireland.' born lull'
24· 1852 , and IS the son of Thoma-' d
Bridget (Geraghty) Logan. Both wer'e an
~ives of Ireland, and the mother is stillliv~a
m the county of our subject's birth, but th~
father IS dead. The family lived on a farm in
Ireland, and numbered m all nine children
seven of whom are still living, and t\\'o of
whom died wlllle young. Those livinO' are
] ames. Mary, Thomas, Michael, Ba~holo:
mew, Francis, and Mary.

In his native county the subjectoi our
sketch received a good common school educa
tion, and at tLe early age of sixteen years he
started in life on his own responsibility. He
worked in a store in StrokestOlI'll. ireland.
for two years, then went to England. \\'here
he farmed for eight years. then, in 1882. he
came to America and settled in Colorado.
Here he worked on the railroad and later in
the Leach-ille mines. until during the following
year, when he went to Umatilla, Oregon, and
took a position as section foreman for the
railroad at that town. He remained thus en
gaged for ten years then came to Washing
ton and settled at Cheney. Later. ho\\'e\'er.
he removed to Connell, then to Hatton. and
in 1898 he took a homestead and the same year
purchased an adjoining section of land \\'here
he now lives. He has all of his eight hundred
acres of land fenced and under cultivation.
improved with good buildings and a fine
orchard, and maintains a large herd of 11\'1

stock,-both horses and cattle.
Mr. Logan was married in 1892 to ~Iary

Kelley. a native of Iowa, which union 1m
been blessed with two children. ~lary and
Francis, both of whom live with their parents.

Mr. Logan is a Democrat. and both he and
Mrs. Logan are adherents to the Roman Cath·
olic faith.

Upon first coming to the Big- Bend. Jlr.
. 'sedLogan was anything but favorably IlJlpre, .

with the appearance of the country and ex·
pected not to remain; but as he became more
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• ••

V ANTROMP DONNELL is a native of
Bates county. Missouri. born July 15, 1866,

\ the son of Anzi and Tresia (Moore) Don
I nell. the father a native of Virginia and the

mother of Kentucky. The parents were mar
ried in Missouri. \\·here they lived until the
father's death in 1870. The mother has been
again married and is no\\' living in Missouri.
Mr. Donnell has one sister. Leona. and one
half-brother. and one half-sister. Frank and
Berthola Davidson.

Vantromp Donnell has a good common
school education. which he acquired in the
state of his birth. in Henry and Jasper coun
ties. At the age of eighteen he began li fe for
himself by working in a smelter. He was thus
engaged four years, then took up teaming. He
followed this occupation three years, or until
1889, when he came to Adams county and
located as a homestead his present farm. He
subsequently purchased a quarter-section of
land in addition to his homestead, and he Ins

Island. They both remained there until 1889,
when the father died and the mother came to
Washington. She is now living at Kahlotus
\Vashington. The parents of our subject
reared a family of nine children, James L.,
]. D.. W. B.. W. S., C. W., E. J., Lillian,
Maggie. and A. A. Smith.I l\Ir. Smith was educated where he was

I born. In 1887 he was graduated from the
Prince of \Vales college, whereupon he en
gaged in the profession of school teaching,

, whIch he followed seven years, all told. He
I came to \Vashington in 1S91 and located
I where he nmy lives. He owns six hundred

and eighty acres of farming land. all fenced,
cultivated and impro\'ed with the best of mod

I ern farm buildings, orchard and a first-class
water system. He also raises some live stock.

For some years after coming here Mr.
Smith experienced great difficulty in making a
liYing, owing mainly to the squirrel pest. One

I year he lost one hundred and ten acres of
wheat and the greater portion of his garden
truck and berries. However, despite all ob
stacles he persevered.. and is now one of the
well-to-do farmers of Adams county.

•
He is an active Republican in politics, and

a leading citizen.

• • •

~----------II-----------
I

Tar \,ith the conditions and climate he !
fanu;d to like it and now he considers it the II

learn ountry in America for the farmer and
best e • i
stockman. ,

•. • i

GALE SMITH i.s e?itor of the Wash
11/(110 Enterprise, a promlsmg and ne~'sy. lit
tle sheet puhltshed .at Wash~ucn:, YVashmg
too. Bam in DanY.Ille, IIltnOls, November 13,
1876. he was th: son of A. G. and Ch~r1otte
B. (Paige) SmIth, the former a natlv: of
Peunsdl"ania and the latter of New York.
The Parents li\'ed at Danville, where the
iather, being a newspaper man and prmter,
iounded the first daily newspaper of that city.
In 18<)0, he removed to Bloomington, I11inois,
,,·here he still lives. and in 1895 he retired
irom aeti\'e husiness. During his life the elder
)Ir. Smith has held many positions of honor
and trust. and has seen much activih in the•
field of politics.

:llr. Smith has one brother, Paul, \Y!1O lins
at \\'a11a Walla.

Early in his boyhood· Mr. Smith learned
the printer's trade from his father. He \\'as
educated in the public schools of McLean
county, Illinois, and at the age of twenty-one
completed a course in a normal university of
his state. Upon leaving school he established
the .lforning Call at Normal, IJIinois, in part
nership with his brother. Later he purchased
his brother's interest and afterward also pur
chased the LeRoy Press. In 1903 Mr. Smith
came to Washtucna and purchased the Enter
prise.

. During November, 1903, he was ap
pomted United States commissioner and dur
ing the same year he was appointed justice of
the peace, both of which positions he now
occupIes.
. Gale Smith is a pro.minent Odd Fellow of

hiS tOlm, and an untiring worker in the rank
and file of the Republican party.

. CHARLES W. SMITH, who is a
tann ·d·er resl mg five miles west and two miles
~uth from Fletcher, is a native of Prince
th~\I"ard Island, born May 28, 1869. He was
S SOn of Alexander and Sarah (McMillan)
mlth, both also natives of Prince Edward
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•••

HENRY LUCY, a farmer residing tIro
miles nQrth from Fletcher, is a native of Frank
lin county, Missouri, born February 28,. 1857.
He received a grammar school educatlOn. 111

the state of his birth. and at the age of nme
. teen he entered upon an independent caree:.

. H' nFor fourteen years he farmed In ,,,"ISSOU ,
then in 1889 he came to Adams county and

" d Helocated his present farm as a homestea .
has one hundred and eighty-seven acres, be
sides which he leases a quarter-section, whIch
he cultivates and upon which he raises 5~me

1· f I"ell 11n-stock for. market. He has lIS arm .

At the age of fifteen vears young S'
W II .. d ; InJeon

e er J?Ille a party on 1ts \\"3 Yto settle i
new sectIOn of the state of Io\\"a He n a
h . 8 6 d . . arnved

t ere III 1 5 an remalllecl four )'ears 'h
I P 'k P k C ' II enle went to 1 -es ea, oloraclo Where h
mained until 1863. He then we~t to tIle t

e
re-

fI ' ern-
tory a claho, where he was engaged in .
. f I nJmmg or twe ve years, after which time he re-
turned to the east and livecl the followina
eleven years. In 1886 he came to Washinct •
and the following year he filed a pre-emp;i~n
on the land where he now lives. He passe~
th.rough the hard tim«;s of 1893-94, suffering
wIth the rest of the BIg Bencl farmers but he
is now in well-to-do circumstances, 'owning
hIS place and the proceeds of a section of land
which he rents. He also has a herd of well
bred cattle and some horses, hogs, and so
forth.

In 1876 Mr. \iVeller was married to Ada
Lessy, daughter of John and Angelia (Page)
Lessv, the father a native of Connecticut and

~

the mother of New York. The parents of
Mrs. \Veller settled in Brown county, Wiscon
sin, and there spent the greater portion of their
li\'es until they died.

To this union have been born two children,
Charles B.. of Adams county, and Alice. mar
ried to Rov H udleson, an Adams county
farmer. The latter has two children, Ruth
and Sadie.

Mr. \Veller is an active Democrat, but has
never held office save that of a member of his

i school board. 'In fraternitv circles, he is
•

known as a member of the F. and A. M. and
of the K. of P. The family belongs to the
Church of Christ.

• ••

all of his land in an advanced state of culti-·
vation and improvement. He has a fine house
and barn, an excellent orchard and a herd of
well-bred cattle.

On September 17, 19°2, Mr. Donnell was
married to Ella E. Raney, daughter of G. F.
and Susan ("Williams) Raney, the father a
native of Virginia and the mother of Tennes
see. The parents settled in Little Rock, Ar
kansas, afterwards removing to southern Mis
souri, where they lived seven years. Again
removing, they went to Webster county, Mis
souri, where they lived nine years, after which
time they established a home in Taney county,
of the same state, and there the father died.
The mother continued to live there until 1903,
when she came to Adams county, \Vashington,
where she still lives. Mrs. Donnell is a mem
ber of a family originally comprising eight
children. six of whom, besides herself, are
living. Fannie, Mary L. Belle, Epps. Emma,
and May. One brother, William, is dead.

Mrs. Donnell is a member of the .Rebekah
fraternity and of the Methodist Episcopal
church. The subject of our sketch is a mem
ber of the M. W. A., and in his political con
victions he holds aloof from either party. leav
ing himself free to vote according to the dic
tates of his conscience and for the man of his
choice irrespecti\'e of the political party upon
whose ticket he is a candidate.

Mr. and Mrs. Donnell have one child, Thel
ma E., born June 26, 1903.

SIMEON G. WELLER lives on a farm
, two and one-half miles southwest from Leone.

Adams county, \iVashington. He was born
on January 8, 1841. at Geneseo, New York,
and was the son of Peter R. and Margret (All
bright) Weller, the father a native of New
Jersey and the mother of Pennsylvania. \iVhile
young the parents removed to New York, set
tling in Livingstone county, where they lived
the remainder of their lives. The father was
of English descent, while the mother's ances
tors were from Holland. Mr. Weller, senior,
was a farmer by occupation, was twice mar
ried and reared by his first marriage a family I
of fourteen children and five by the second.
The subject was the eldest of the latter family,
and his brothers and sisters are Martin, James,
Emma and Thomas B.
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-
roved \rith first-class buildings, orchard, and
~ forth. and is in circumstances of ease and
comiort.

Mr. Lucy is the son of Cornelius and Mar-
garet (Boyle) Lucy, natives of Ireland who
came to America when yo~ng, their parents
hal'iug come to this country and located in the
state of }\'ew York. The parents of our sub
ject settled in Missouri in 1840, where they
lived thirty years, and there both died. The
father was a life-long railroad man. They
were the parents of seven children besides the
subject of our sketch, James, .Cornelius, Cath
eriue, Nora, Anna, Matthew and Margaret.

In 1878 Mr. Lucy was marriea to Thulia
Davidson, daughter of John and Ann (Moore)
Davidson, natives of Kentucky and parents
oi five children, Thulia, Frank, Thomas, Lee,
and one who died in infancv.-Politically, Mr. Lucy is an ardent Demo-
crat. He is a member of the M. B. A., and
both he and Mrs. Lucy are members of the
Christian church.

•••

ELEAZER :tI'L SEELY is the postmaster
at Fletcher, \Vashington, where he also is pro
prietor of a thriving mercantile business. He
comes of old Pennsylvania Quaker stock, a re
mote descendant of \ Villiam Penn and \\'as him
self raised in the Quaker church. He was born
in KnoXl'ille. Pennsyh·ania. February 18, 1834.
the son of Henry and Emily (Stephens) Seely,
the father a native of Pennsylvania and the
mother of Connecticut. The latter was a
nephew of the famous Commodore Stephens.
The parents early in life settled in Knoxville,
where the mother died at the age of forty-two
and the father at sixty-six years. The grand
father of our subject was among the first of
the pioneers to settle in the state founded by
the illustrious Penn. The brothers amI sisters
of jfr. Seelv are: Luke L., Harriett. Albert.
Jiles c., anei Emma.

Mr. Seely received his early education in
the Deerfield Union academy in Pennsylvania,
to attend which he walked one mile each dav.
At the age of nineteen he went to Indiana aI~c1
began teaching school. He followed this oc
cupation for two years, then learned the trade
of Illtll wright, which has furnished him a
hvehhood the· greater part of his life since

mastering it. In 1861 he enlisted in the In
diana State Militia and served as a private
two years. when he was commissioned a lieu
tenant, which office he held until later when he
removed to Illinois to engage in work at his
trade. In 1865 he returned to his native state
to settle the estate of his deceased father and
remained there until 1869. when he returned
to Pike county, Illinois. In 1888 he came to
\\'ashington and located at Ellensburg, where
he engaged in contracting until 1893 when
he came to Adams county. He did some con
tracting here until 1895. when he was ap
pointed postmaster, which office he has held
continuously ever since. although politically
he is an acti"e Democrat. He t'ook a home
stead in the vicinity of Fletcher soon after
coming to the county, which he still retains
and he also o\\'ns the building containing the
postoffice. \vhich is his home.

In 1860 Mr. Seelv was married to Miss,

Louesa A. Huffman, daughter of Barney and
Lucretia Huffman, natives of Virginia, The
parents of lIhs, Seely came west in 1888 and
located in Adams county, where they still live,
the father at the age of eighty-two and the
mother one year his junior.

On June 24, 1888, Mrs, Seely departed this
life. leaving a family of nine children, Albert
A .. Henry B" Ed M.. L. L., Mary A., Emma,
Belle. George, and William. Another child
died during infancy.

•••

JAMES R. BANNON is a brickmason
and plasterer residing in \Vashtucna. He was
born in Louisville, Kentucky, May 9. 1869,
the son of Richard and· Henrietta (Kelsey)
Bannon, both of \\'hom ,,'ere born in North
Carolina and earlv in life settled in Kentucky

•

where the father died in 1881. The mother
still li"es, The parents were of Irish descent,
and reared a family of seven children, VV. P.,r R., Ettie. Hugh H., Arthur, Kate, and
Rose. They also had two children who died
in infancy.

In the public schools of his native city,
Mr. Bannon received a good grammar school
education. and at the age of fifteen he left
home and went south. He spent two years
in the southern states then went to Minnesota.
where he remained one year. In 1888 he
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came west to Montana, and there lived two
years, then returned to his native state where
he liyed the following eight months, after
\\'hich he came to Spokane. His father was
a brickmason and plasterer, and from him our
subject learned his trade during his early life.
After coming to Spokane he worked at his
trade in the city and in the surrounding towns,
until locating in Ritzville in 1901. He has
done the plastering in most of the largest
buildings of the town, as well as in \Vash
tucna, \yhere he located in 1903. Here he
took charge of the large hotel which he now
conducts. He also owns seyeral to\yn lots
in this place.

On .-\.pril 10, 1898, :\'Ir. Bannon \\'as mar
ried to Stella Archambault. daughter of John
and Lumina (Louis) Archambault, the father
a natiye of France and the mother of Canada.
The parents of Mrs. Bannon came to the
United States \\'hen young and settled in 1\lon
tana, where they continue to reside. Mrs.
Bannon's brothers and sisters are, Albert,
Mabel Rav and EYert. The children born to, .
:tv1r. and Mrs. Bannon are two in number,
Mabel and Stella.

:\1r. Bannon is a Democrat, is a member
of the Plasterers' Union, and has been secre
tan' of the Builders Trades union for several

•
years. He is an Odd Fellow. of \yhich order
~

he is past grand master, and \yhich he has
represented in the grand lodge.

Both 1\1r. and Mrs. Bannon are members
of the Catholic faith.

•••

JOHN C. HUFFMA;\. a farmer and one
of the most extensive fruit growers in Adams
count\'. resides one and one-half miles south
east of Fletcher, which place is his post office.
Mr. Huffman has been doing for himself since
he \\"as twenty-fiye years of age. and all his life
he has been a farmer. He Ii yed for the most
part in the state of Indiana until coming to
'Vashington in 1883. He came west with T.
'V. rvJartin and located a homestead and tim
ber cnlture where he now lives. each tract con
taining a quarter-section. In 1894 he had all
of his land under cultiyation, when he pur
chased a half-section. plowed the greater por
tion of it and later sold eighty acres. In 1890
he began raising fruit on a large scale and has

continued in the business since that ti H'
h d . II me. ISore ar conta1l1s a the varieties of . .

d d l 'I'd trullsa apte to t lIS .atltu e and annually ieL:!
great revenue to ItS owner. The farn; Yf 'K s
Hff "'1 OlVer

U man IS 111 a capIta location. and is weli
supphed \\'Ith water for all purposes.

John C. Huffman is a natiye of ,rI'rg' .. Inla .
but at an early age hIS parents moved to I d'

h I · n I·
ana, were Ie recel ~ed a common school edu-
cat1lJn and made hIS start in life. Be was
born on August 8, 1846, and is tlie son of B _
ney and Lucretia (Williams) Huffman wh~~e
liyes are touched upon in the sketch of' Daniel
Huffman, a brother of our subject, which ap
pears elsewhere. 111 thIS. volume. The parents
are both no\y hV111g WIth the subject of this
sketch, and although the father is eightv-three
and the mother eighty-hYO, they are e~J'o\ina

b
• b

remarka Iy good health.
Mr. Huffman is a member of a familv or

iginally comprising twelve children, tw~ of
\yhom, Levina and Louise, are dead. The
brothers and sisters of our subject who are IiI"
ing are Phillip. James, Robert. Daniel, 1. C,
Mrs. Rubv Purcell, and Hannah.• •

Mr. Huffman is an actiye worker in the
ranks of the Democratic party. His church
home is with the Christian denomination.

•••

LINCOLN LAUGHLIN was born in
Yamhill county, Oregon, January 17. 1862.
the son of John Laughlin, a native of Illinois,
The father crossed the plains with ox team to
the 'Villamette valley in 1850. He had a wife
and two children at that time, and at once set
tled on a donation claim where Lincoln was
born. Here the father died when our subject
was fourteen years of age. Mr. Laughlin's
mother, Susan (McCoy) Laughlin. \\"as born
in St. Charles county. Missouri, her parents
being early pioneers to that state, and now lIves
in Bellingham, ·Washington. .

Lincoln Laughlin was reared on a farm III

Oregon until shortly after his father's death,
when with his mother and two sisters. he re
moved to Dayton, Washington, remained there
a year, then returned to Forest Grove. Oregon.
He then entered the Pacific University :It Forest
Grove, remaine(1 in that institution three years.
after which time he rented a farm near town
which he managed for three years. He next
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ed the butchering business here, having a
enter r \\'ho managed the shop while he did the
partne M La hi".. u of the stock. r. ug In s next move
bu'!U" d . b I'. to a homestead an tIm er cu ture near
d' . h' h h dH ton Waslungton, w It er e rove a team

at s' t'he mountains, bringing with him aboutaero,
fire hundred dollars worth of horses and ap-

rtenances and an equal amount in cash. He
~;~ on his land in May, 1888, and the follow
. u sprinu returned to Oregon and bought a
Ino " I D' I . fherd of young catt e. unng t le winter 0

1890'91 he suffered heavy losses a~d five years
later met with a dlstressmg aCCIdent which
necessitated the amputation of a limb. After
his recovery he commenced teaching school and
buvinu wheat. He taught two terms in Oregon
anil tl~ree years in Adams county, bought grain
one season for the Tacoma Grain Company,
and in 1900 was elected county auditor of
Adams county, and re-elected in 1902. He
ran both times on the Democratic ticket, and at
his last election he ran far ahead of the Con
gressional ticket in his county, Formerly he
,ras a Populist but when they came in line ,l'ith
Democrats, he identified himsel f ,I'i th them.

~fr. Laughlin owns twelve hundred and
eightv acres of \V heat land near Lind, \v hich
he rents, and a handsome home at Ritzville.
He has one brother liying and four sisters:
1l1OI11as M.; Nancy J., wife of A. Lee; Isabel.
\rido\\' of Daniel Davis; Sarah, wife of \Varren
Jlerchant; and Lela B., wife of J. T. Smith.

.-\t Ritzville, September 15, 1901. Mr.
Laughlin was married to Martha 1\1. Stone. a
natire Nebraskan. Her parents were Norman
~L. a native of Michigan who died in 1893, and
Elizabeth (Baronet) Stone, a native of the Isle
of ~lan, who died in 1891. Mrs. Laughlin has
one brother and two sisters: Henry c.; Carrie,
Wife of Frank Jones' and Deborah ,vife of
Olbie Rucker.' ,

Our subject is a member of the \V. O. W.
and of the 1. O. G. T., as well as an active and
Influential Democrat.

•••

tl FR~D E. ROBBINS. vice president of
ble White River Lumber Company's Ritzville
~anch. ",as born at Vassalboro. Maine. August

2J•. 1866. His father is Oliver P. Robbins. a
native of 1\'1' . h' '1 Ibee' all1e, 111 W Ich state the faml y las

n since 1710, coming there from Cape Cod,

Massachusetts. During the Civil vVar, Oliver
P. Robbins ,vas a menlber of Company I,
Twenty-first Maine Volunteers for nine months.
He is now living on the old homestead in Maine
which has been in the family for several gener
ations. Our subject's mother was Martha
(Pierce) Robbins, also a native of Maine, and
a member of the old Pierce family prominent
in the Revolutionary \Var and the \Var of 1812,
as \vell as the Ci\·il \Var, and in the commercial
circles of Boston. and throughout New Eng
land generally. She now lives with her hus
band in Maine.

Fred E. Robbins li"ed on the farm in Maine
until he attained his majority. was educated
in the district school and Oak Grove Seminary
at Vassalboro, and came to Oregon at the age
of twenty-one. He "'as at Gardener, on the
Umpqua river, where he \vorked fifteen months
in a saw mill. He spent three years in placer
mining on Forty Mile creek, in Alaska, with
fair usccess after which he returned to \Vash
ington and \vorked for a time in a saw mill at
Hoquiam. He took a trip to the \Vorld's Fair
at Chicago and a visit to his old home, which
vacation consumed eight months, after which
he returned to \Vashington, and in 1894 en
gaged in the general merchandise business at
Cumberland. King county, which he follo\ved
there for three years, then two years at Black
Diamond,\Vashington. In 1899 he came to
Ritzville to assume charge of his present busi
ness. He owns some mining interests in Brit
ish Columbia and Idaho. and a handsome home
in Ritzville.

Mr. Robbins has two brothers and four sis
ters living: Frank; Payson; Mabel. wife of
E. A. Morrill: Alice, wife of Leslie Young;
Lena, wife of Clarence Pierce; and Ethel.

At Seattle. March 12. 1891. occurred the
marriage of Fred E. Robbins to Emma Man
sell, a native of Iowa. and the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. John Mansell, both born in Eng
land. Mr. Mansell is now Jiving a retired life
at Castle Rock, \Vashington, his wife having
died sometime since. Mrs. Robbins has four
brothers, John, Charles. William, and Enoch.

The issues of this marriage are, Norman,
Martha. Mabel and Fred. Jr.

r
In fraternity circles, Mr. Robbins is identi

fiecl with Ritzville lodge number 101, A. F. and
1 A. M.. Sprague chapter, R. A. M., Sprague.

\Vashington, and the Concantanated Oreler of
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Hoo Haas, Spokane. In the first named order
he is the senior warden.

Politically, he is a Republican, although not
an actiYe party man, and enjoys the honor of
being the present mayor of his city.

• ••

ROBERT C. KENNEDY is one of the
promising young business men of Ritz\·ille.
where he occupies the responsible position of
cashier of the First National Bank. He was
born in Iowa, on March 4, r877, and is the son
of \Villiam K. Kennedy, a sketch of whose life
we give on another page of this history.

'When he was a lad of nine years, the Ken
nedy ·family moved to the vicinity of Ritzville,
and here he has lived ever since. He was edu
cated in the graded schools of his home town,
at the Olympia high school, and passed through
one semester in \Vhitman college, \;Valla \Valla.

In r898 Robert C. Kennedy entered the
Adams County Bank as bookkeeper, and when
that bank ,,'as converted to the First National
he "'as elected to his present position, He is
also a st@ckholder in HIe institution.

In fraternity circles, Mr, Kennedy is a mem
ber of Prairie Queen lodge, K. of P. Polit
ically. he is a stanch. though not an acti\'e,
member of the Republican party, for which
party he \I"as a delegate to its last county con
ventIOn.

Mr. Kennedy is a young man of the highest
social and moral standing. is an apt and hon
orable business man. and his future prospects
in the world of affairs and business are of the
brightest.

••• •

CHARLES F, JOHNSO:--J came \I"est and
settled on a homestead in Adams county in
r885. Later he purchased a tract of rail road
land and the first year he broke eighty acres of
native sad. Later on. from time to time, he
has added to his holdings in Big Bend real
estate until he now owns fifteen hundred and
forty acres. twelve hundred acres of which he
has under cultivation. All his land is fenced
and improved in the best modern style. with
a fine orchard, good buildings. etcetera. and he
keeps fifty head of livestock on his farm. His
home lies three miles south of RitzYille.

Mr. Johnson was born in Varmland,

Sweden, December 14, 1854, and was th
of Charles and Charlotte (Bast) Johnso e~oll
natives of Sweden who came to An ll! th

868 d I . I . lenca IU
r an ocated 111 owa, The)' lived l' I

• SIr> h h nowauntIl r~4, w en t ey removed to Po tl
O df h ' rand

regan, an rom t at cIty to the stat :
\ ,. h' ' Th e ot'vas mgton m 1903· ey no\\" live in R'
ville. They have been parents of four chill Ilz·

f I I b · f h' (rena ,,' 10m t le su Ject a t IS sketch is the I'
. . Tl d OOvone survlvll1g. lOse eceased were Sonh"

A · dE' "la. n111e an mma. . ,

until coming to America with his. parents
Charles Johnson attended the public schools of
his native country. He lived with his father
and mother until arriving at the age of t\yentv.
seven, when he married and started in life for
himself. Prior to his coming to this state he
rented the farm of his father in Iowa fonr
years.

In the year r 892, Charles Johnson \yas mar.
ried to Louise Carlen, daughter of John and
Elizabeth (Olson) Carlen. ,,'ho came from
Sweden, their native country, to the Cnited
States in r881. Here the family located in
Iowa, where the father died in r8<)8, aiter
which the mother came west and is no\\' liying
in Ritz\'ille, The family originally numbered
eight children, of whom only fi,'e are stil! IiI"
ing: Louise, Anna. Albertine, Gustaye and
Elizabeth.

Mr. and Mrs. Johnson have four children
li\'ing, F. W .. Emma E .. Da\,ic1 A.. and Ralph
c., all at home. and one deceased. George.

The familv maintains a church home "ith-the First Congregational church of RitZl"ilie.
In political affairs Mr. Johnson works in har
mony with the Democratic party. He has em
been an active man in all affairs pertaining to
upbuilding the educational facilities of the
country, and at this writing he is a member
of his local school board.

•••

ALEXANDER F. ROSENOFF, of the
firm of Rosenoff & Company. Ritzville. Wash
ington, was born in Russia, October IS, 1873
His parents. Fred and Catherine (Taut) Ros,
enoff, were born in' Russia though of German
extraction one generation removed. The fa11l'

. I ue
ily has always spoken the German anguao '

conformed to German customs. and in no sen~
were they Russians except in legally being Stl
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. ts of the czar. They came to the lJnited
~ies irom Russia in 1877, settled in Ne
braska, thence to 'Walla Walla, vVashington,
and thence, in the fall of 1882, to Adams
county, where they filed on land four miles
northwest of Rltzv.tlle .. The father, now a re
tired fanner, was 111 his youth a wagonmaker
br trade, and is a man of clever mechanical
genius. Both parents are now living in Ritz-

rille.
From his seventh year Alexander F. Ros-

enoff has lived in Washington continuously
barring the time spent by him in acquiring his
education at eastern schools. At the age of
eirrhteen he entered the German theological
se~linarv at Crete, Nebraska, remained there-two years, then enrolled in the German and
English college at vVilton, Iowa, graduating
lI'ith the class of 1896. Three years later he
entered the state normal school of Indiana at
Valparaiso, registering in the pharmaceutical
department, from which he graduated the same
year. Before taking this course, ho"ever. he
had engaged in the drug business with \Y. L.
Olmstead as partner, at Ritzville, who con
ducted the business while our subject was in
school. John F. Rosenoff bought 1\1r. Olm
stead's interest when our subject returned irom
school. The firm is well established and o,ms
a two-story brick of large dimensions in the
heart of the city. It carries an eight thousand
dollar stock and is fully as well equipped as any
high class metropolitan pharmacy.

Mr. Rosenoff has three brothers and one
sister, John F .. Henry, Jacob, and Lizzie, wife
at John Kanzler.

On April IS, 1900. at Ritzville. occurred
the marriage of Alexander F. Rosenoff to
Daisy W. Clark, a native Iowan. whose fa
ther. also a native of Iowa, comes of an old
.-\merican family, which for many generations
has lived in Tennessee. 1\1r. Clark now li\'es
at ?\'loscow, Idaho, while Mrs. Clark is dead.
Jlrs. Rosenoff has one brother, Claude B., who
I"'es with his father.

:vIr. Rosenoff in fraternity circles is identi
fied with the Prairie Queen l~dge, K. of P .. is
a Republican in politics. though not an acti"e
party man, and both he and Mrs. Rosenoff
are members of the Congregational church.
They have one child, Donald. who "as born
On November 10, 1903. 1\1r. Rosenoff has va
flOUS other property and business interests.

among which may be mentioned stock in the
Golden Monarch .Mining & Milling Company
of British Columbia and in the Ballard Coffer
mine near Newport.

• • •

SEBASTIAN OTT is the proprietor of
the Hotel Ritzville, Ritzville, \Vashington. He
came to this county in 1895, direct from Ger
many, where he was born on February 24,
1856. He was reared in Bavaria and for forty
years of his life he was a citizen of that coun
try, ". here he Ii"ed on a farm and in younger
Ii fe was educated in the common schools. He
"'as a non-commissioned officer in the German
cavalry at one time, the Fifth Chevauxlyer Reg
iment, and was a soldier in that branch of the
ser\'ice for three years.

The parents of Mr. Ott were Geoerge V.
and Barbara (Reis) Ott, both native Ba,·arians.
The father died in 1881 and the mother in
1859.

In 1895 , Mr. Ott came to the United States
and to Ritz\'ille, bringing with him one son,
and later he "'as followed by a brother who
brought the remainder of the family. The
brothers brought "'ith them capital to the extent
of twenty-seven thousand dollars. They at
once im'ested ten thousand. five hundred dol
lars of this in the grist mill formerly owned
by George Benninghoff. They conducted this
mill. and made a success of it until January 29,
19°1. when they sold it to the Centennial :\lill
Company. Mr. Ott upon arriving at Ritz-
ville. built his present hostelry, and conducted

it as a lodging house for two years. then leased
it for three years, and again in November. 1901,
he commenced running the house himself. His
building includes forty-four bed rooms, a pri
vate dining room for commercial tra"elers and
other apartments. Besides his hotel, Sebastian
Ott owns a residence in to\\'n, and with his
brother, Andre,,', his only brother outside of
German\', he owns two sections of wheat land

•

near Irby, \\'ashington.
Another brother of 1\1r. Ott's is Jacob, a

German farmer. He has one sister, Margar
etha. wife of Jacob Schmitt, a Bavarian
farmer.

On November 10, 1883. occurred the mar
riage of Sebastian Ott to Christina Heze. horn
in Eppstein, Germany, August 4, 18(,0. Her
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parents \yere both native Germans, named Jo
hannes and lI'Iaria (Yotter) Hege. and both
are nOlI' dead, the father dying in 1893. Mrs.
Ott has one brother, Heinrich Hege, a German
farmer.

To this union have been born six children,
lI'hose names and ages are as follows: Elise,
eighteen: Jacob, se\'l:nteen; Johannes, fifteen;
Amanda. thirteen; Maria, tweh'e; aild Rich
ard. six veal's.. ,

"11'. Ott \I'as so unfortunate as to lose his
\I'ife by de3th, August 21. 1897.

Sebastian Ott is a member of the Brother
hood of ,-\merica. He is a genial character.
and a man of many friends. Politically, he is
a stanch Republican. He and his family at
tend the Congregational church.

•••

"IRS. WILHELMIN.-\ H. KELBER is
a nati\'e of Osswo Kreis Friedland. Prenszen,
Germany. born February 27. 1857. the daughter
of Christian and Wilhelmina (Kleinschmidt)
Redetzke, both native Germans. The parents
liyed and died in the country of their birth.

~Irs. Kelber's father \I'as twice married
and was the father of nine children-three by
his first and six by his second marriage. Our
subject \yas a daughter by the second marriage.
until arriving at the age of eighteen years she
lived lI'here she was born. after which she re
mOl'ed to Berlin. \'{hile in. that citv she was, ,

married to August Bogk. \yho departed this
life during Kovember. 1899. leaving the widow
with two children. Mrs. Bogk did dressmak
ing. which trade she mastered early in life.
until coming to America in 1893. She located
first at \Vinona. Minnesota. II' here she worked
at her trade five and one half years. Eleven
months after arriving there she married Henry
Kelber, from whom she secured a divorce on
April 9, 1900. She came to \Vashington in
1898. and. settled at Lind. where she worked at
dressmaking and invested her savings in real
estate. She also filed a homestead in 1901 five
miles north of Lind. She made comml1t~tion

proof in December. 1903, and removed to Lind
where she has eight lots, a comfortable home.
and some acre property. Her land is all fenced,
well improved and in cultivation.

Mrs. Kelber has two children: Mrs. A. C.
Jansen. a sketch of whose life is elsewhere

printed; and George c., telegrallh op
B d I k · erator at

a gel', \V 10 ma es Ius home with his I
u· K lbe . . . mot leI'inrs. e l' lS a promll1ent membe . .

R I N . I b fA' I' ot theoya 'elg 1 ors 0 menca, having m b
I · . h L' d I em ers IIp .m t e Ill. odge of that order, and her

rehglous affihatlons are with the Luther
church. an

•••

L. N. ?HOPSHIR~ is a dealer in coal
and wood 111 the town ot \Vashtucna. He'
a native of Pike county, Ohio, born on June ;s
1855, the son of Thomas and Sarah (Hanken)
Shopshire. The parents settled on a farm in
Ohio during the early days, where they reared
a family of ten children, Sarah, John, Gilbert,
J efferson, Robert. Charles, Mary, Newton, our
subject and Alice. .

Mr. Shopshire received a good grammar
school education in his native state and at the
age of twenty-one he \yent to Iowa. Going
to Nevada t\\·o years later, he engaged in work
on a stock ranch, Iyhich he followed one veal'. ,
then went to Idaho, where he engagecl in min
ing. He remained in that business three years,
after which he spent a year in travelling ol'er
the states of Oregon and Washington, finally
locating a homestead and timber culture in
\Vhitman county. \Vashington. Here he re'
mained as a farmer se\'en years, then went to
Dayton. vVashington, where he engaged in the
sa II' milling business. Returning to his farm
he three years later sold it and came to Wash
tucna and engaged in his present business. .-\t
the same time he purchased one and one-hali
acres of land in the town of \Vashtucna, where
he has a beautiful home. and owns besides sel"
eral additional lown lots.

In 1887 1111'. Shopshire was married to Ma
tilda Kerby, daughter of Morgan and Sarah
(Ayers) Kerby, natives of Missouri who re
moved in an early day to Oregon,havlIlg
crossed the plains with team and wagon. They
came to Washington in 1874 and settled at
Dayton. .

The marriage of M1'. and 1\1rs. Shopshlre
has been Messed with seven children, Vedle.
Roy. Gladis. Goldie, Scott, Marguerite and
Morgan.

Political1y, Mr. Shro~hire is a Democrat.
and active in the affairs of his party. He Il'as
appointed deputy sheriff in 1902. which paSI-

. . . He IS
tion he fills at the time of thIS wntmg.
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1-0 the city marshal of vVachtucna. In fra
a~litv circles, he is known as a member of the
;e O. -0. F. lodge. Mrs. Shopshire is a mem
b~r of the Adventist church.

•••

DANIEL B. HUFFMAN is a farmer re
siding two and one-half miles southeast of
Fletcher, where he has four hundred and eighty
acres of choice agricultural land. Born in Pike
county, Illinois, May r3, r864, Mr. Huffman
\ras the son of Barney and Lucretia (Williams)
Huffman, natives of Virginia, who came to
Illinois early in life, to Washington in r888
and are now living in Adams county.

Mr. Huffman received his schooling in his
nativ~ state, and at the age of twenty-one
started in life on his own responsibility by en
gaging in farming. He farmed in Illinois un
til 1887, then came to Adams county and took
a homestead where he now lives. This he at
once began to cultivate and improve, and in
18g8 purchased three hundred and twenty acres
adjoining his homestead. He has all his land
noder cultivation, well improved and well
stocked with horses, cattle and hogs.

In r892 Mr. Huffman was married to Lillie
B. Collier. daughter of James, F. and Mary
(Hunter) Collier, the father a native of Wis
consin and the mother of Indiana. In early life
?rlr. and Mrs. Collier settled in Illinois and re
lnained engaged in farming in that state until
coming to Adams county in r883, where they
are now living.

Mr. and Mrs. Huffman are the parents of
fire children, \Vayne L., Sylven L., Mildred
L., Wallace J., and Homer L.

In political affairs Mr. Huffman works and
rotes for the interest of the Democratic party.
He is a member of .the 1. O. O. F. fraternity.
and Mrs. Huffman belongs to the Christian
church.

• • •

HINER DORMAN is a farmer residing
on four hundred and eighty acres of land six
miles north from Ritzville. He is a native of
In,diana. born on January 27. r842, the son of
I\l!ham and Eleanor (Morgan) Dorman, both
o~lives of Tennessee. Early in their married
lile the parents settled in Indiana, where, at the
age of forty-two the father died. The mother

then removed with her family to Iowa, and
there, .at the age of seventy-two, died, leaving
a famIly of four grown children, Jesse, Eliz
abeth, Martha, and the subject of this sketch.
The mother was a descendant of General Mor
gan of Revolutionary fame. The father was
a farmer all his life.

At tbe age of fourteen Mr. Dorman started
in his career independently, beginning by work
mg on a farm. Prior to this time he had at
tended school in Iowa, and after leaving home
he contlllued hIs education during the ,,·inters.
He follolved farming in Iowa until r888, when
he came to vVashington and located a home
stead of one hundred and sixty acres twelve
miles nort!JII'est of Ritzville. Here be lived
eight years, \\'hen he sold out and located on a
quarter-section of land where he now lives.
Later he purchased three hundred and twenty
acres, which he has fenced, placed under culti
vation and improved with good buildings,
orchard and so forth.

In r865 Mr. Dorman was married to
Martha J. Knox, daughter of John and Fidelia
(Jacobs) Knox, both of whom were born in
Virginia. Mrs. Dorman is a member of a fam
ily of e1el'en children, Benjamin F .. Thomas
J., Martha J., Henry C, John L., Mary E.,
Alice A., Addie, Louisa, Joseph and Charles.
Among these are two pairs of twins, Thomas
J. amI Martha J .. and Alice A. and Addie.

To Mr. and Mrs. Dorman have been born
these children, whose names and present ad
dresses are as follOlvs: Orpha, Spokane: Lois,
married to John M. \Voehr, Garfield, Wash
ington: Lotta. Spokane; Jesse. San Francisco;
Alice C, with her parents; and Orris, Spokane.

In politics Mr. Dorman is liberal in his
views, being affiliated with no party. He and
his familv arc members of the Christian church.-In r862 Mr. Dorman enlisted in Company
H, Thirty-third Iowa Infantry, and served
three years as a private, first under Colonel
Rice, and upon his death in battle. under
Colonel Mackey. The first engagement in
which our subject was involved was at Helena,
Arkansas. Later. he fought in the battles of
Shellmound, Mississippi, the seventeen davs'

. -
fight at Selen River, Arkansas, and at the bat-
tle of Jenkin's Ferry. He was repeatedly
wounded. and at one time was confined t\\·o
months in a hospital. Upon returning to his
command he fought in Alabama, being engaged
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in the battles of Fort Spanish and Fort Blakely, I

as well as many lesser fights and skirmishes.
Altogether his military record was one of ac
tion and bravery,-one of which he by no
means need be ashamed.

• ••

TA,RBLE W. !lIARTIN resides with his
half-brother, \Villiam 1. Purcell, the subject of
another sketch appearing in this history, He
vv'as born in Dam'ille, Illinois, May 20, 1833,
the son of \Villiam and Cerraphina (\Veather
bee) :\lartin. nativ'es of Kentucky and New
York, respectively. His parents settled in Illi
nois in an early day, and in that state the fa
ther died in r838. The mother, after hav'ing
married again, later ca'me to Adams county,
\Vasllington, where she died in 1898.

!lIr. :'Iartin came vvest vvith an ox team to
Cali fornia, in 1852, He began mining at
Dovvniev'ille. California, the following year and
continued thus engaged until r855, when he
\\'ent north to Rogue Riyer and to Portland,
Oregon. During the autumn of that year, war
v\'ith the Indians broke out, whereupon our sub
ject, with a brother, volunteered to go to the
front as soldiers. They sened from N oyember
until 1\la\'. when 1\1r. Martin entered the employ
of the cr;)yernment in the Indian sen'ice. On I

b I
one occasion he took a load of proYisions for the ,
Indians to Dayton, \Vashington. and vvhile en
route vvas captured by the war-like savages
and held prisoner for tvvo days. He packed
freight, after that time from Fort Simco to
The Dalles until l\'ov'ember. r856. Ivhen he and
his brother vvent to Texas, They remained in
that state until 1860. when Mr. Martin went to
Illinois vvhere he farmed until r883' In the
year mentioned he came to \Vasbington. stop
ping at Dayton, whence he came to Adams
county, Here he filed on a half-section of land

~

Iyhich he still owns. and in November. r903.
be went to Oklahoma, where he remained a
brief space. from that territory he went to
Texas, and thence to points in California, re
turning home in February of the following
year.

On October r 5, r863. Tarble W, l\Tartin
was married to Mary J, Hogan, daughter of
Adley and Nancy (Hornbach) Hogan. tbe
former a native of South Carolina and the lat
ter of Kentucky, The parents of Mrs, Martin

settled in Pike countv, Illinois about th
8 I 1 • , e year

r 40, am t lere spent the remainder t' h'
I, l' 0 t elr
Ives. hey were the parents of five eh'ld

M ~ K • , 860 ' , I ren,
• r., Inartm m r alhed hunself with the

Repubhcan party and remained a Republ'
'I 8 1 h" Icanuntl I, 92 , vI'len e ,J0med. the ranks of the

People s !"arty, of whIch he IS a member at the
present time. He has repeatedly held school
offices, and vI'as elected the first assessor of
Adams county, but never seryed owing to h"
refusal to qualify for the position, IS

•••

WILLIAM 1. PURCELL. In the year
r886 the subject of this sketch came to Adams
county and l?cated a timber culture and pre,
emption. ThiS land he Improved and cultinted
until 1898, I\'hen he filed a homestead on his
present home one mile east and two miles south
of Fletcher. He sold his original land in 1902
and purchased. a half-section adjoining his
homestead. making him the olmer of four hun,
dred and eighty acres, tbree hundred and fifty
acres of which are now under cultivation. All
of his land is fenced, well improved and can,
tains a first class orchard. making it one of the
most desirable farms in the county. It also is
judiciously supplied with live stock.

\Villiam 1. Purcell v\'as born in Bastrop
county, Texas. January 11, r855, the son of
Samuel and Cerraphina (\Veatherbee) Purcell,
the father a native of Indiana and the mother
of l\'ew York. The parents went to Texas in
1852, migrated to Baker Springs, Kansas, in
1869, and returned to Pike county, Illinois, in
1870, \vhere the father died one year later.
The mother came \vest with our subject in 1886
and died December 7, 1889, aged seventy-six
years. seven months and twentv-one davs, She
~v'as a dev'oted member of the Christiat; church,
vI'as married twice and reared a family of seven
children by her first union and another of two
children by her second marriage. Her first
husband's name was vViIIiam Martin, and hiS
death occurred in 1838. , '

Mr. PurceII received his earlv educatIOn In, ,

a subscription school in Texas, and after gOing
to Illinois with his parents he attended school
in that state three years, At the age of SIX'
teen he engaged in work on a farm, this being
his first start for himself. He remained thus
engaged five years, then worked a rented farm
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elve years, at the expiration of which
for tIV

'0<1 he came to Adams county.
pen;\lr. purcell was married pctober IS, 1874,

Ii by A. Huffman, who IS the daughter of
~m~Y and Lu~retia (Williams) Huffman,

. 'es of VirgmIa. The parents of Mrs. Pur-
natJ\ d' h'l d Icell removed to In. la~a w I e young an ate.r
to Pike county, 1111nOls, w~ere they IIved until
888 then came to vVashmgton and q,re now

!iring in Adams county, both more than four
score years of ag~. They were the parents of
eleven children, eight of whom are now In·mg.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Purcell come of Amer
ican stock as far back as the family records
extend.

:VIr. Purcell is a member of the Democratic
party, and both he and Mrs. Purcell are mem
bers'of the Christian church.

•••

WILLIAM C. GRIFFITH, farmer, post
master and townsite proprietor of the town of
Griffith, Adams county, is a native of Carlton,
Ontario, born January 26, 1852. He is the
son of Richard and Edith (Leach) Griffith,
naiires of Ireland, the father of Welsh de
scent. The father came to Canada from the
country of his birth when eight years old, and
the mother was born during the voyage of her
parents to the American continent. After their
marriage the parents settled in Ontario. where
the father's father lived and died, and there
the snbject's father died on a farm at the age
of eighty and the mother at seventy years of
age.

Owing to the imperfection of the school
Srstem at that time Mr. Griffith received no
schooling during his youth. and at the age of
thirteen years he was apprenticed for three
years to a carpenter in order to learn the trade.
HIS wage was to be twenty dollars for the first
year. forty for the second, and twice fortv for
th I' -.e t md. However, because his master in-
&lsted on his caring for the children of the
household young Griffith summarily resigned
at. the end of six months, entering the employ
~t another carpenter and completed his trade.
.mce that time he has worked at carpentering
~n many quarters of the United States, he hav
~ng ~ome to this country immediately after
\~:shmg.his. apprenticeship. He went to Orma,

SConsm, In 1869, worked at his trade three

months then set out to walk to Cedar Rapids,
Iowa. He left home with thirteen dollars, and
befor.e reaching his destination he passed
through many hardships and embarrassments.
He was compelled at one time to trade a part
of his clothing for food. Finally a gentleman
took compassion upon him to the extent of pur
chasing him a ticket to Carroll City, Iowa, with
the understanding that Mr. Griffith was to re
turn the money when he became able. This he
did out of his first earnings. He worked first on
a farm in Iowa, and in 1874 he went to Cali
fornia. \Vhen he reached that state he was
penniless, but soon secured work on a hay press.
He later worked in the harvest fields, and in
the timber. He purchased land in California
and for one winter he was engaged in getting
out ties for, a railroad company. In the spring
following his advent in California he purchased,
the stage route between Soquel and Santa Cruz,
but after eleven months he sold this business,
married and again engaged in farming. Later
on he engaged in the lumber business in Cali
fornia and for seven years he was foreman of a-large lumber yard. In 1887 he came to 'Nash-
ington and pur,chased two hundred acres of
land, taking at the same time a pre-emption of
one hundred and sixty acres. He returned to
California, where he spent the winter, but in
the following spring he came to his land,
erected a store and engaged in the mercantile
business coupled with that of farming. He
also helped institute the postoffice, of which he
has since been postmaster. He has engaged
more or less in the buying and selling of land
and has been successful. At the time of open
ing his store, Mr. Grjffith engaged in the meat
business, which was of the greatest help to
him during the panic of 1893- since he had a
contract to furnish meat during all of that
year to a construction gang on the railroad. He
also deals heavily in produce. During the sum
mer of 1891 he shipped eleven thousand dozen
of eggs to Spokane.

Mr. Griffith has his land well improved, his
buildings being among the best in the county.
He now owns nine hundred and sixty acres of
land. all of which is being cultivated .

On May 19. 1878, occurred the marriage
of Mr. Griffith to Anna E. Wall, a native of
California, whose parents, natives of Missouri,
died when she was in early girlhood. She ",as
reared bv an aunt, C. Wentz.-
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Mr. and J\'lrs. Griffith have been parents of
six children; Jesse, deceased; Edith, married
to C. E. Olson, Adams county; Gracie c., de
ceased; George L., Bertha E. and Elmer M.,
the latter three of whom are living at home.

Mr. Griffith is a Republican, and at the
hand~ of his party was elected county com
missioner in 1889, holding office four years.
He is now road supen'isor of his destrict. He'
is a member of the Old English church.. though
he never no\v attends its services.

In the fall of I<)02 lVlr. Griffith ran a tele
phone. wire from his farm to Ritzville. This
was done as an experiment, but proved so
successful that in,a short while many of the
farms installed 'phones and connected with the
wire, since which time the rural telphone has
been considered almost a necessity in the Big
Bend. In the institution of this line Mr. Grif
fith was co-operated with by a neighbor, J. A.
\ 'lillis, and these t\VO are known as the origin
ators of the barb wire telephone system, which
has become so generally popular. The original
barbed-wire line used by 1\1r. Griffith has been
replaced by him \vith a high wire line.

In June, 1904, l\<Ir. Griffith disposed of his
store. leased his land for three years, and re
signed the postmastership, which latter has not
yet, ho\\'ever, been accepted. This was for the
purpose of gi\'ing him a much needed rest. He
will spend the summers of each year in Idaho
\\'here he owns timber interests. which require
his personal supervision, for at least a portion
of the time.

• • •

HE~RY HINRICHS, who, in 1887. came
to Adams county, \Vashington, and located a
homestead \vhere he now lives. one mile north
of Ritzville. was born in \Vittmund. Germany.
January 26. 1865. His parents \vere Henry
and Eta (Reents) Hinrichs. both natives of
Germanv and he was the eldest of a familv of. , ,
eight children. His parents died in the old
country. The father's first wife died. leaving a
family of eight children. after which he mar
ried again and by his second wife reared an
other family. also eight in number. Our sub
ject was an issue of this second marriage. The
year of the father's death was 1902 and of the
mother's 1901.

\\Then fourteen years of age Mr. Hinrichs
left school to assist his father on the farm.

After three years, in 1882, he cam t
" . d S d I '. e a theulllte tates an ocated tn lihnois \\.! I

f Jere Ie
conducted a arm for five years. He th

d \\' I' enre·move to . as Imgton. From time t .. . I . a tIme
smce commg to t lIS county Mr. Hinrichs h
added to his holdings in land until lIe as. now
owns one and a quarter sectIons, all of \dEcl '
. I d I' 1 ISImprovec an cu tn·ated. He has good far
buildings, raises some stock and a quantity ~
fruit each year. .

In 1890 occurred the marriage of Henri'
Hinrichs to Maggie Meents, daugluer of Ren;.
mer and Teite (\Vagner) Meents, natiYes of
Germany. Mrs. Hinrichs was born in Ger.
many and came to the united States in 1885.
located first in Illinois and later came to Adams
county \\·here she was married. This union
has been blessed \vith seven children, all now
living. Ada. Talina, Henry, Carrie, Anna,
Addie and Rina.

Mr. Hinrichs is a man of prominence in
the political affairs of his county, his efforts in
this line being devoted to the cause of the Re·
publican party. Both he and Mrs. Hinrichs
are members of the Congregational church.

• • •

JUDSON J. MERRIMA~ .. an extensire
farmer and the postmaster at Ltn?, was born
in .\pplecreek, \\layne county, OhIO. June 16.
1856. He \\'as the son of John M. and Harnet
(Geddis) Merriman. natives of Pennsyh·ama.
They removed to Ohio about 1814, and there
lived until 1888. when they came west to Lmd.
Here the father died on March 18. 1903- but
the mother still lives here aged seventy-sel"en
veal's. The brothers and sisters of M1'. illern·
'man are. Rol1in G.. Abner W .. Mary ~ .. Jlar·
tha. \\1alker. Dorcas, Hattie, Eddie. and
Quimby. and he is the fifth. . .

The first twenty-two years of our subJecl S
. hI' IltS durolife were spent at home WIt liS pare . .

ing whicli time he acquired a good common
. h k p farmnl"school educatIOn. Then e too lJ ,

. .. . t ' and ",as t!Jusfor hImself 111 hIS natIVe conn y , . 1
occupied until 1886. when he came to Lln(.

. ' h 'as spent InvVash1l1gton. The first year ere \\ .
. . h I nO'agerl IndIfferent occupatIOns and t en le e,,~ 8

the stock business a~d fol1owed it untIl 189. lt·• I bill
In that year he sold his stock interests am f
the first house in Lind. In fact. he was one ad

d . the secon
the promoters of the town an was
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stmaster here, his appointment being in 1898,
po \\.hich time he has been the 1I1cumbent ofsmce .
th ffice. Its yearly receIpts were one hundred
~

0
forty-four dollars at the time he took

ahn rere and now they run as high as thirty
Cab
housand dollars.

t Mr. Merriman has four hundred and eighty
acres of excellent agricultural l~nd near Lind,

II well improved and under cultIvatIOn. besl(]es
~aling some valuable improvements in the

town.
On August I I, 1876, Mr. Merriman mar-

ried Miss Charlotte Good, a native of Knox
county, Ohio. She died on November 6, 1899.
On February 27, 19°1. l\Ir. MerrIam con
tracted a second marriage, Miss Maggie Hig
gins becoming his bride. She is a native of
rirginia and her parents were born 111 Pennsyl
lania and are now resl<lmg 111 Knox county,
Oho.

Politicallv. Mr. Merriman is a Republican
•

and an active party man. He has served in the
conlentions. county and state. and is well in
fanned on the issues of the day. In fraternal
affiliations, he is identified with the 1. O. O. F..
Lind Lodge, ?\o. 184. and the Rebekahs, while
in religious persuasions, he is a member of the
~!ethodist church.

By way of reminiscence. it is interesting to
note the trials of the pioneers and in this con
nection it will be quite in place to recount some
items from Mr. Merriman's life. Upon arriv
ing in Lind, he found that the entire capital he
and his wife could make up was ninety dollars.
They cast about for something to do and soon
had charge of the railroad boarding house. In
addition to boarding the hands. they fed the
passengers, the trains stopping for meals, and
III SIX months they had cleared eight hundred
dollars in cash. This amount was all invested
in three year old heifers and shortly Mr. Mer
Timan was operating a large dairy. receiving
forty cents per pound for all the butter he could
produce. He Soon took his place as one of the
leading men of the country and has maintained
It S1l1ce, having the confidence of the people.
~Ir. Merriman and his wife landed here on May
I~, 1886, and from that time until October, of
t e same year. thev cooked their meals on a
camp fire. Their' furniture was made from
~Pty boxes and their nearest neighbor \,as
Ie miles distant.

54

Referring to a history of the Merriman
family, \I'e find that while the colonies were
young, two Merriman brothers came to cast
thei r lot in the new world, One was lost to de
scendants, but the other, \Villiam Merriman,
settled in Baltimore, and from him descended
the family of Merrimans, which is nO\' one of
the large ones of the L'nited States, 'Cpon re
cent reunions hundreds ha \'e gathered together,
all tracing their lineage back to the gentle
man mentioned. To this \Villiam l\lerri
man, four sons and 11'0 daughters \I'ere
born, \Villiam, George, Delilah, Kesiah,
?\icholas, and Micaiah. It is believed
others were in the family, but the record
shows only those mentioned. To \Villiam, who
is designated as the second, and who is the
immediate great-grandfather of our subject,
eight children were born, John. Daniel. \Vil
liam, known as the third, Elijah, Micaiah,
Elisha, Sarah, and Elizabeth. William. the
second, was born in Baltimore. in 1756 and
died in Wayne county. Ohio, in 1844. He had
married Elizabeth Goodin and went to Cnion
to\\'n, Pennsylvania, where he \I'as widely
kno\l'n as a wise money maker. Later, about
1815, he took his family to \Vayne county,
Ohio. He was a \'igorous man until his death.
Elijah l\ierriman, the son of Vv'illiam the Sec
ond, and the grandfather of our subject. mar
ried Miss :Mary McCoy, and they became the
parents of ele\'en children, Mahalah, Sarah,
James M" William B., John 1\.1., Thomas,
Elijah Merriman. the son of \Villiam the sec
John M., the father of Judson J. Merriman,
married Harriet Geddis and their children are
mentioned in the earlier portion of this art ide.
Harriet Geddis came from a strong Scotch
famil\' and her father served in the Mexican

•

war. The l\Ierriman familv has ahYa\'s been
• •

one of farmers and mechanics and professional
men. ?\one ha\Oe sought public life or personal
preferment in politics. but they are known as
stanch and substantial people of \I'orth and in
tegrity, Our subject has followed in the lines
of his ancestors and is a pioneer, ha\'ing as
sisted materially in opening this part of \Vash
ington, He has good repute of all and is a de
scendant of the old Merriman stock of \I'hich
all may be proud, and has kept untarnished
the name of his forefathers as they bequeathed
it to him.
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JACOB SCHOESSLER, a member of tIie
Adams county board of county commissioners,
and a prominent farmer residing on a tract
Of eleven hundred and twenty acres of land
five miles northwest from Ritzville, was born
March 18, 1855, at Seradow, Russia, the son
of Jacob and Katherine (Benner) Schoessler.
The parents were natives of Russia. Our sub
ject came to America in 1876 in order to escape
military duty in the Russian army. The fam
ily came originally from Gemlany with a col·
ony with the understanding that the members
thereof were forever to be exempt from the
Russian military law, but the promise made by
the Russian government was broken, hence
their leaving the country. The parents both
died in Russia.

Upon coming to the United States Mr.
Schoessler located on a farm in Nebraska,
where he remained five years. He came to
Adams county for the first time in 1883, hav
ing spent the intervening time in the middle
western states, Oregon and \Valla \Valla. Dur
ing his first trip to Adams county he merely
looked over the land then returned to \Valla
Walla. In 1886 he came again, located his
present homestead, and the following year be-,
gan to make it his permanent home. For a
number of years he saw hard times in plenty,
but by his persistent and well-directed efforts
he succeeded in his business and from time to
time purchased more land until he now owns
a tract in extent as stated above. All of his
land is well improwd and well cultivated.

In the year 1874 Mr. Schoessler was mar
ried to Elizabeth "Valter. daughter of Nicholas
and Elizabeth (Butherus) Walter, of Ger
man lineilge but of Russian birth. They came
to America in 1892, remained one and one
half vears then returned to Russia. where both-are now li,-ing. They are parents of seven
children. George. Conrad. Jacob, Christian,
Elizabeth. 'Mary M., and Lizzie.

The brothers and sis~ers of Mr. Schoessler
are as follO\\'s. John. Anna, Elizabeth, Lena,
Katherine and Lizzie.

To Mr. and Mrs. Schoessler have been born
four children: Jacob. Adams county; Henry
and John. both also of the vicinity of Ritz
ville: and Katie. wi fe of Fred Thiel, a pros
perOlls Adams county farmer.

Mr. Schoessler is a Democrat and takes an
active interest in party affairs. He was elected

to his present office in 1901, and he
peatedly held school offices. Both he ~Ias reo
wlte are members of the Lon re ld hiS
church. g gatlonal

Mr. Schoessler has very recentl" c .
fi . 1 ,.. Ol1lplelell

a ne elg It-room residence 111 Ritzville '1
. f '1 I' , II llCh
IS now the ami y lOme, ll1stead of the far
as heretofore. m,

• ••

. JOHN F. ROSENOFF resides four miles
trom Ritzville, and IS engaged in the bus'
f f . B . mess

o ~rml1lg. orn 111 Russia, of German ex.
tractIOn, August 20, 1859, he was the son f
Fred and Katherine (Ochzager) Rosenoff °a
sketch of whose lives is incorporated with ;he
sketch of t.he life of Henry Rosenoff, brother
of our subject, to be found in another section
of this history.
. Mr. Rosenoff remained with the family un.'

hI after comll1g to Adams county with a colony
containing six families. Here he located a
homestead, and commenced farming. His suc·
cess for a number of years was by no means
encouraging owing to drought, the squirrel
pest, and other causes, but by persevering and
applying himself to his business he at last
achieved the success of every Big Bend farmer
who has put forth his best efforts to succeed.
Mr. Rosenoff since taking his homestead has
worked among his neighbors for, a number of
years on salary, but from time to time as he
felt able he has added to his original holdings
until he now owns one and one-half sections of
land, all of which is under cultivation and im
proved in the most modern and complete style.
He has excellent farm buildings, a first-class
orchard and a good supply of water for all
farm purposes.

On February 12. 1881. occurre~ th,e mar
riage of John F. Rosenoff to SusIe ~mcler.
daughter of Henry and Katie (Kock) K1I1c1er,
natives of Russia. The grandparents ·of Mrs.
Rosenoff went to Russia with a colony of
Germans, the promise of the Russian authon·
ties being that none of the colonists were to
be held liable for military duty. HOl\'el'~
upon the outbreak of war they were, call
upon to ser.ve in the army of the Czar, wher~
upon they straightway sailed for AmerIca an

.. . Adams
are now, for the most part. Itvmg In t of
county, where they are considered the bes
citizens.
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To Mrs. Rosenoff's parents were born four
children, George H., John, Maria K., married
to H. Miller, and Mrs. Rosenoff.

John F. and Mrs. Rosenoff have three chil
dren' Henry, a graduate from the Agricultural
coll~B at Pullman, who lives with his grand-
father; John, an? Carl. .

Our subject IS a RepublIcan and a mem
ber of the Congregational church.

• ••

DA;\"IEL BUCHANAN, one of the first
settlers of Adams county, was born in Glas
gow, Scotland, February 25, 1820, ·the son of
john and Martha (Scott) Buchanan, both also
~atil'es of Scotland. The mother was born at
Rutherford Glen, February 24, 1786.

By trade, Mr. Buchanan was a calico
printer, although he followed principally agri
culture after coming to the United States in
1850. His first location in this country was
in the state of \Visconsin, where he remained
until 1884, when he came to Seattle. He was
in Seattle, however, only a brief space \"hen he
came to Adams county and purchased three
sections of land and commenced farming. In
1884 he went on an extended \'isit to his old
home in Scotland, to London, Paris, and other
European cities of inter.est, and on his return
trip he visited friends and relatives in Wis
consin and Dakota.

On January 3, 1845 Mr. Buchanan was
united in marriage with Mar.y Shaw, of Glas
goII'. Scotland, and to them were born seven
children: Mrs. Ann Scott; John, of Rio, \Vis
consin: Daniel, in Chippewa Falls, \Viscon
sm; Mary, married to Vv. A. Bartholomew, of
Pingree. North Dakota; Martha, married to
\I. H. T. Barnes, at Blair, V{J,hington ; James
A., at Buchanan, North Dakota; and \Villiam
H.. of Ulysses, Idaho.
. Mr. Buchanan brought the first well drill
Ing machinery to Ri tzville that was ever in
troduced into the county.
. ),Ir. Buchanan took a keen interest in poli

hcs, both state and national and was a mem
ber of the constitutional co~vention of \Vash
Ingt .On III 1889. For a number of )'ears he
lI'a ISa so chairman of the Adams county Re-
pubhcan central committee. He was well
POSted and a leading citizen.

On May 23, 1903, Daniel Buchanan de-

parted this life, as deeply and universally
mourned as anyone who el'er died in Adams
county.

• ••

DANIEL A. SCOTT is a farmer residing
in Adams county, six miles southwest of Ritz
ville, and was born in Rio, Columbia county,
\Visconsin, March 31, 1869. He was the son
of Kennedy and Ann (Buchanan) Scott, the
former a nati\'e of Ohio and the latter of Pais
ley, Scotland. The mother came to the United
States with her parents in 1850 and located at
Fort \Vinnebago, \Visconsin.

Mr. Scott is a man of finished education.
He taught school four years in \Visconsin and
came west in 1890 and entered the employ of
his grandfather, Daniel Buchanan, who was
one of the earliest settlers and a business man
of Ritzville. In the spring of 1891 our sub
ject purchased eight hundred and eighty acres
of Big Bend soil upon which he now lives. He
has since added to his original holdings until
he now has eleven hundred and twenty acres all
in one body and all under cultivation. He has
his land well improved and keeps an abundance
of live stock and farm implements to prosecute
his business. In 1903 he erected a strictly mod
ern ten-room house of white pressed brick,
probably the handsomest farm house in Adams
countv.

•
In 1895 Daniel A. Scott was married to

Alma King. daughter of J. H. and Ellen S.
(Grover) King. who crossed the plains by
mule teams in 1880, locating in Umatilla coun
ty. Oregon. To this union have been born
three children, Nellie L., Anna E., and Ken
nedy.

Mr. Scott is a Republican in politics, and
both he and Mrs. Scott belong to the Congrega
tional church. In fraternity circles, Mr. Scott
is identified \\·ith F. and A. M., the K. of P. and
the K. O. T. M. Mrs. Scott also is a member
of the latter society.

• I •

JOHAN N. G. VEHRS, whose postoffice
address is Ritzville, and who lives on a farm
three miles west from that city, is a native of
Germany. born March 6, 1868. He is the son
of Peter and Antge C. Vehrs, who came from
their native country, Germany, to America, in
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1869 and located in Illinois and engaged in
farming. They came to Adams county ami
took a homestead "'here our subject now lives.

•
The father later purchased three quarter-sec-
tions of land from the railroad company, mak
ing him the possessor in all of a complete sec
tion of choice agricultural land. The father
is now living at the age of seventy-two years,
but the mother passed away in 1899.

The subject of our sketch received a gram
mar school education. and at the age of twenty
seven he assumed the management of his fath
er's farm, \vhich he still retains. From time
to time he has purchased land for himself until
they now own fourteen hundred and forty
acres and cultivates it all. raising as high as
twenty-six thousand bushels of wheat in a sin
gle season. He keeps on his farm thirty-two
head of draft horses.

In the year 1895 1\1r. Vehrs was married
to Miss 'Margaret Clodius, a brief sketch of
whose life is incorporated with the sketch of
her father. C. F. Clodius, which appears else
where in this volume. To this union have been
born four children. all uow living, Gretchen,
Anna. Peter and Joseph.

:\lr. \'ehrs is a member of a family which
originally contained six children. only one of
whom. besides himself. is now living. Margaret
Maud. no\v :\1rs. J. Denakas, of Adams county.

In political matters. Mr. Vehrs is affiliated
with the Republican party. in the workings of
which he takes a deep and aggressive interest.
He holds membership in the German Congre
gationalist church.

•••

HE~RY BAGER is a native of Lincoln.
Nebraska. born April 28. 1879. He is now a
prosperous farmer residing three and one-half
miles west from Ritzville. Mr. Bauer's parents
were Jacob and Elizabeth (Koch) Bauer.
natives of Russia and descendants from fami
lies who came from Germanv to Russia two

•

hundred years ago. In 1876 the parents of
Mr. Bauer came to America and located in
Nebraska. From that state they came to Og
den, Vtah, and from Ogden to \Valla "Valla,
\Vashington, having resided in Nebraska only
three years. They lived two years at \Valla
Walla, then came to Adams county, where on
April 20, 1884, they settled on a homestead

near Ritnille. They are now li\'ing i R'
'II h . I n Ilz-

\'! e. avmg accumu ated sufficient pro
to enable them to Ii ve off their rents and petrty

In er
est. They have been parents of nine childr
only five of whom are now living. Peter Hen,

J
. en-

ry, Mrs. Mary M, ohnson, Lydia and ),!innie
all residents of Adams county. '

,The subject of our ske~ch received his edu.
catIOn III Adams county, Sltlce he was a lad of
four years at t~e time of hIS parents' coming
here. After fil11shmg a common school course.
he, at the age of twenty-three years. purchased
two hundred and forty acres of land and com
menced farming on his own responsibilit\',
Later on he added three hundred and twent,.
acres to his farm. and now has all of his land
under cu1ti\'ation and in a high state of im
pro\'ement. He has excellent farm buildincrs

, .'and so forth, and raIses some cattle and keeps
about t\\'enty head of horses continuall\' on his
farm. As an illustration of the manner in
which the family has prospered since coming to
Adams county. It may be stated that the father.
upon coming here, ,,'as worth t,,·o hundred and
fifty dollars and is no\v rated as being \\'Orth
between thirty and fifty thousand dollars, Jlr.
Bauer is a Democrat in politics. but is not an
active partisan. He is looked upon as being
one of the sound young farmers and risingIyoung business men of the Big Bend,

•••

JACOB ROSEKOFF was born in \ral
cow. Russia. February 25. 1869, He was the
son of Fred and Katherine (Achziger) Rosen
off and a brother of Henry and John F, Rosen
off. whose lives are sketched elsewhere in this
volume. The family remained together ami
passed through identical experience.s and
changes until coming to this state, all ot \\'Iuch
is chronicled in the biography of Henry Rose
noff and which is unnecessary to repeat here.

Jacob Rosenoff was a lad of eight yeJrs
when his family came to America. He has
always lived on the frontier and in consequence
has been deprived of all but a meagre common
school education. At the age of t,,-enty-four

he launched out upon an independent c~reer.

He first took a homestead and engaged in tarD]-
. d k .' H' -er\' modestmg an stoc ralsmg. avmg \ _ I'
m~ans to begin life with. he experiel1ce~ ,~lS
share of the hardships and depriyations ot hie,
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but haying always e~joye~ good health and be
ing possessed of an md?mltable. will to succeed,

upled with never fallmg ambitIon, he has ac
complished the realization of his desire to own
cohome and sufficient amount of the goods of
:hiS world to keep him in ease the remaind.er
of his life. Soon after coming to Adams

tntv he and his brother Henry went to work
CO\h~ ranch of Pete Meyer, in Lincoln county,
on . dfi R'where they remame ve years. eturnmg to
!\dams county he took a homestead fifteen miles
~uthwest of Ritzville, ,",:hich, after making
final proo f he sold, and with the proceeds and
what he had accumulated meantime, he pur
chased four hundred acres of land where he
no\\' lives. three miles west of Ritzville. He
has hisiarm well improved and in a high state
state of cultivation, with good house, orchard
and out-of-door improvements. He also keeps
a large herd of live stock.

Jacob Rosenoff was married on November
21. 1894. to Lizzie Bets, daughter of Henry
and Katherine (Thaut) Bets. natives of Rus
sia. The parents of Mrs. Rosenoff came to
Lincoln county, Nebraska. in 1887. lived there
six years. then removed to Franklin county.
where they are now living on a farm. They are
parents of six children. Fred, Henry, Lizzie,
Mrs. Katie Koch. John and Jacob.

The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Rosenoff
has been blessed with three children. Martha,
Joseph and Theodore.

Jfr. Rosenoff is a Republican in politics,
and a member of the Congregational church.

• ••

HEXRY ROSENOFF resides on a valua
ble farm two and one-half miles northwest of
Ritzville. He was born in Volga. Russia, A u
gust 29. 1862, the son of Fred and Katherine
Rosenoff. The parents also were natives of
Russia. though their families came from Ger
many two generations since. Our subject came
~o Ameri~a with his parents in 1877 and located
mNebraska. Here they took a homestead and
one year later removed to another part of the
sta~e, in Hitchcock county. where they re
maIned three and one-half years. They came
to Idaho and the subject and his father worked
on the Oregon Short Line. in the southern part
of the state, a brief space. Afterwards they
Went to Baker City, Oregon, and in 1882 came

on to Walla Walla. The next year they came
to Adams county in company with other set
tlers, bringing with them a car load of farm
implements, pitched their tents on the outskirts
of Ritzville and before many days each family
had one or more homesteads near by. After
locating their claims they repaired to Colfax
to make filing, then brought lumber from
Sprague with which to erect cabins. The sub
ject of this sketch then went to work on Crab
creek, Lincoln county. and was there five years.
He returned to his homestead in 1888. built his
house and was married to Ella Spanger, dilUgh
ter of William and Almera M. (Gerdes) Span
ger. The parents of Mrs. Rosenoff were born
in Germanv. but both came to America when
young and located in Woodford county, Illi
nois, where they lived until coming to Adams
county in the fall of 1886. They are both now
living in Ritzville. They were the parents of
the following named children. besides Mrs.
Rosenoff: George, Edward, John. \Villiam,
Anna. Flora. Hannah. Mary. and Mena.

Henry Rosenoff is a Republican. He is a
member of his local school board and worships
in the Congregational church. He has four
children. \Villiam. Anna, Mary and Henrietta.

He is one of the most highly respected men
of his locality and has done much toward the
upbuilding and development of the Big Bend
country.

• ••

MRS. HANNAH LIPPOLD is an exten
sive property owner residing in Lind. \,Vashing
ton. She was born in Germany, August 25,
1863. the daughter of Mathias and Mary Stof
fels, both of German birth. The family came
to America in 1857 and located in Clinton coun
ty, Iowa. but later removed to Pottawattamie
county, Iowa. ,,,here the father still lives. He
is a retired blacksmith. was a soldier in the
Rebellion. and well-to-do. The mother died
in January. 1883, having been the mother of
eleven children. seven of whom survive her.'
The brothers and sisters of Mrs. Lippold are
Rossella, Minnie, Mary. James, Anna and
Susie.

Mrs. Lippold received a common schooling
during her youth and remained with her par
ents until her marriage on January I. J 880. to
F. "V. Lippold, of Avoca. Iowa. Mr. and Mrs.
Lippold lived on a farm in the state of their
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marriage until 1883, when they removed to
Emerson, Nebraska, where they engaged in the
hotel business. Here they remained five years,
during which time Mr. Lippold also dealt in
real estate. In 1889 they came to Adams coun
ty, located in Lind, where Mr. Lippold engaged
in farming and conducted a blacksmithing busi
ness. He early acquired a considerable extent
of land which later became part of the townsite
of Lind, so in this way his real estate holdings
became of great value. In later years he de
voted his undivided time to his town property.
Mr. Lippold departed this life in the year 1902,
leaving a widow and five children. The names
of Mrs. Lippold's children are: Forenz A.,
Clarence A.. William A., Mary B., Alma E.,
and four. Elmer, George H., Edwin F., and
Roy c., who are dead.
. F. W. Lippold was born at Davenport,
Iowa. in the year 1856. He received a good
business education, and at times during his life
was a prominent farmer and business man. At
the time of his death he owned a section of land
beside his city realty, which is all now owned
by the subject of this sketch. She also raises
some stock on her land, which is well improved
and cultivated, and she has a handsome home in
Lind.

Mr. Lippold was a Democrat in politics,
and a member of the VI. O. W. fraternity.
Mrs. Lippold is a member of the Lutheran
church, and holds the office of Guardian Neigh
bor in the Lind Circle, Women of Woodcraft
of which she is a member of long standing.

• • •

WILLIAM W. KING, president of the
King Mercantile Company, Ritzville, Wash
ington, was born in Iowa, October 18, 1866.
His father, John H. King, a native of Penn
sylvania, is descended from an old Pennsyl
vania family. On August 13, 1862, he en
listed in Company H, Sixth Minnesota Volun
teer Infantry, under Captain W. K. Tattersoll,
Major Grant, Colonel Crooks, General Sib
ley and served for three years in the Civil war.
He is now living at Helix, Oregon, where he
owns five quarter sections of land. His mother,
Ellen (Grover) King, a native of Maine and
a member of the old Grover family, is living at
the Helix home.

Mr. King was raised principally in N e-

braska and Oregon, where he atte1lded d' t .
h

. - IS net
sc ools. The family removed from tIle former
to the latter state when our sub]' ect was f

f Our-
teen years a . age. Leaving the grammar
school, Mr. Kmg spent a year at the normal
school at Weston, Oregon, then attended
graded school at At?ena, after which he entered
the WIllamette Ul1lVerslty, at Salem. Orego
graduating from the business department ~
1886. For a year he taught, then returned to
the university above mentioned, where he spent
the winter in studying shorthand and telegra_
phy.

The following summer he spent at home.
On the 26th of December, 1889, William W.
King was married to Lena E. Leabo, at Salem.
Mrs. ~ing was born in Iowa, January 2, 1869.
She dIed January 9, 1894, leavmg Mr. King
with three small children, Athol W., Ralph
and Elepha, to care for. Mrs. King's father,
Augustus C. Leabo, is a native of Linn county.
Iowa. Her grandfather and grandmother were
natives of Tennessee and Kentud.)', respec
tively. Her father's father was a Frenchman
who had the honor of coming to the United
States with the famous LaFayette. Her
mother, Paulina B. (Horsman) Leabo, was
born in Ohio, and came of one of the oldest
pioneer families of the middle states. Mrs.
King's grandmother lived to the age of ninety
six. Though Mrs. King's parents have a home
near Salem, Oregon, they temporarily reside
with Mr. King at his home in Ritzville. M1.
and Mrs. Leabo have two children living,
Reese H., and Augusta G., wife of H. D. Hal
lin, of Athol, Idaho.

Shortly after his marriage, Mr. King came
to Adams county and settled on land upon
which he had filed the previous year. He was
fortunate enough to harvest one good crop be
fore the hard times of 1893, for after that year
he shared in the general depression of the coun
try. Although he had only one hundred and
fifty dollars when he came here, he managed
to continue accumulating land under the con
tract purchase system until he had sixteen huni
dred acres under cultivation. In the fall ~
1897 he had a heavy crop on one half of ~IS
land, which, besides placing him square WIth
the world left him with a surplus of twenty-sllr

, K' waS
hundred dollars. In 1894 Mr. .ll1g. ket
elected county assessor on the PopulIst tIC. '
served one term and refused a second nomm-
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tion as he did also the nomination on the
~opuiist tick~t for the ~egislature.

During hIS tenure 111 the office of assessor
Mr.King with H. M. Martin, ~ounded The
Rit:iJille Mail,. the first PopulIstlc newspaper
'n Ritzville or II1.Adams county, and Mr. Kmg
~ssumed its editorship.

In the fall of 1898 he formed a partnership
I"ith Claus F. Clodius and engaged in buying
and selling grain. He made a success of this
business and in November of the same year he
purchased an interest in Thiel, Dorman & Com
pany's business, the firm name of which was
thereupon changed to Thiel, Dorman & King,
and handled principally hardware and farm
implements. In 1889 the King Mercantile
Company was formed by the merger of Thiel,
Donnan & King with the Harris & Comparet
Company, with William W. King president.
W. H. Tuggle secretary and treasurer and J.
M. Comparet general manager. The company
was launched with twenty-five thousand dol
lars paid up capital. Since that time that
amount has increased to sixty thousand dol
lars, and is the largest institution of its kind in
the Big Bend. It employs continuously fifteen
salaried men, and during the busy season keeps
three salesmen in the farm machinery depart
ment alone. The store building is a two-story
brick structure with a one-story extension, h~s

seventy-five feet frontage and is eighty feet
deep. The company is agent for the Minne
apolis Threshing Machine Company, the Mc
Cormick Harvester Company, Studebaker
Brothers. John Deer Plow Company, Perkins
Windmill Company, the Benecia Disc Plow
Company, the Baker Hamilton Plow Company,
besides handling first class lines of furniture,
fire-arms, sporting goods, tools, and so forth.
The house in 1903 did a total business of one
hundred and forty-six thousand dollars.

Mr. King has one brother. J. Ervin, and
four sisters: Alma A., wife of Daniel A. Scott;
Elsie, wife of Frank E. King; Daisy, wife of
Frank E. Cargill, and Ethel.

. Besides the property above mentioned, Mr.
Kmg owns thirty residence lots in Ritzville,
where he has a handsome home and an exten-. ,
Sive interest in the Bumappa townsite com
pany on the Colville reservation; and varied
mining property interests. He is president of
the Syndicate Mining Company, Ferry coun
ty; and director of the Jefferson Marble Com-

pany, in Stevens county. His firm also has a
branch mercantile house in Hatton. He carries
life insurance to the extent of tlyenty-six thou
sand dollars.

Mr. King is vice president of the public
library association of his city. He is a genial
am] popular man with unusual business sagac
ity, and bears the reputatiDIJ of being strictly
honest and above-board in all his dealings.
In fraternity circles. he is identified with Ritz
ville Lodge, Ko. 58, I. O. O. F., of which he
is past grand; the M. W. A., of which he is a
past venerable grand, and which has elected
him as a representative of the state to the na
tional convention at Kansas City; and he is a
past, and the present commander of the local
lodge, K. O. 1'. M.

In politics, Mr. King is an ardent Democrat.
In 1896, Mr. King was a delegate to the con
vention at Ellensburg, which nominated John
R. Rogers for governor.

At Spokane. on NDvember 26, 1903, Mr.
King married Miss Victoria C. Willey, a na
tive of Delaware, Ohio. She is the daughter
of Ephraim and Catherine (Siegfried) Willey.
The former is now living on the same farm in
Ohio where he settled just after his marriage,
and is aged seventy-seven. The mother died
in February, 1874. The family was very prom
inent in early affairs of Ohio and in educational
matters always took a leading part. Mrs.
King's uncle, Matthew Loy, was president of
Capitol University for hventy-five years.

•••

JOHN A. WILLIS, a prominent farmer
and postmaster of the postoffice which bears his
name in Adams county, was born in Jefferson
county, Iowa, January 1, 1859, was edu
cated in the state of his birth, and
at the age of twenty-one started in life
for himself as a farmer. He rented
a farm in Iowa which he cultivated for
six vears and in 1886 he came to his present. ,
locality and filed upon the homestead where he
now lives. \Vith the exception of J. H. Cusick,
now a resident of Ritzville. Fred and C. P.
Lowe. and David Kirby, Mr. Willis was the
first settler in his section of Adams county.
As he came to the country with only two hun
dred dollars he found it very difficult to make
improvements on his land, and was compelled
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for a number of years to work in the harvest
fields of Columbia county in order to make a
living. In 1889 he broke ten acres of sod on
his land. the next year one hundred acres, and
since that time he has made his Ii"ing and more
from his land. From time to time he has by
purchase added to the extent of his farm until
he now has eight hundred acres of choice agri
cultural land all under cultivation and· well

. improved. His land is abundantly supplied
;'vith ,,·ater. produces a fine orchard and is im
proved ,vith a handsome house and many large
and up-to-date outbuildings, making it one of
the best farms in appearance in the county.

John A. Willis is the son of Shelby and
Sarah J. (Bradley) Willis. the former a native
of Kentuckv and the latter of Indiana. The

•
parents settled in Iowa during the early days,
and there spent the greater portion of their
lives. in fact the mother died there. In 1894
the father removed to Kansas, where he still
lives at the age of se"enty-six years. He was
a Civil war soldier. and his business all during
his life has been farming.

. !\Ir. \Villis is a member of a family OI:igi
naIl)' comprising ten children. of whom six sur
vil'ed Mrs. Mary Wilson. John A .. Mrs. Etha
\-Valn. Mrs. Lucy Kelley, James S., and Mrs.
Mal' Bicknell.

•
On December 24. 1883. John A. Willis was

married to Mary E. Newhirter. daughter of
James and Sarah J. Newhirter. both born in
Ohio. They were early settlers in Iowa. where
thev Ii I'ed until the death of the father in
1896. The mother is now making her home
with the subject of this sketch. Thev were the. .
parents of twelve children, nine of whom are
now lil·ing. Adam, .Mrs. Lydia Foulk. Daniel,
Mrs. \Villis. Mrs. Rachel Smith. Mrs. Jane
Buck. Brough, Marvin, and Mrs. I va Eason.

To Mr. and Mrs. \Villis have been born
seven children. two of whom have passed away.
Those now living are: Chloe. married to
Peter Teynor; Wroe, Dean M., Claud. and
Claire, the latter four living with their father.
Achsah and Hazel are dead.

Mr. \Villis, in regard to politics. was origi.
nally a member of the Greenback party, but is
now a Populist. Be has served four years as
count,· commissioner of Adams countv. and in

• •
18g2 was appointed postmaster at \-Villis, and
is still the popular incumbent of that office. He
has ever been an active man in matters pertain-

ing to the betterment of the educational f 'j'
. fl' I I' dI' aCI I-ties a liS oca Ity an las aSSisted in the
.. f h' h h organ_IzatlOn 0 IS orne sc 001 district H .
member of the W. O. \~'. and of th~ :Vlet~ol~isa
Episcopal church. t

• ••

HENRY. \\~. S~UNDERS. a farmer
whose home IS nme miles west of Ritzville 's
a mtive of Madison county, New York. ~:n
January 25. 1839. He was the son of A. V
and Perlina (King) Saunders. natil'es of Nel':
York. both of whom could trace their ancestry
back ~,o the earlies~ settlers of the "Empire
State. From Madison county. the family re
moved to Dodge county, \Visconsin. in 1846,
and to Kansas in 1859. II'here the father and

. mother subsequently died. They were the
parents of eight children. Julia. Lester. H. \V.,
Devillo, Jeanette, Rose. Ella, and Adelbert.

Mr. Saunders received a common school
education, principally in Dodge county. Wis
consin, and at the age of twenty he went to
Kansas, where he folloll'ed farming and stock
raisin~ on the plains until 1862. 'Cpon reach
ing Kansas he found large game. buffalo in
particular. in abundance. and many of these
animals fell victims of his sportsmanship. In
1862 he enlisted in Company C. Ninth Kansas
Volunteer Cavalry, under Captain Steward, a
noted character of the plains. M r. Saunders
sen'ed three years in the army. the most of
which time he was doing duty on the frontier,
and was mustered out at DuVall Bluff, Arkan
sas, in the spring of 1865. He then resumed
farming and stock raising in Kansas. where he
remained until 1887, when he sold his interests
in Kansas and came to Adams county, Wash
ington. During the meantime he made several
trips to the mines of Colorado as a freighter.

Upon coming to this county he took a
homestead and timber culture where he noW
lives to which he has since added b\' purchase, . .
enough to make him the owner in all of lour
hundred acres of cultivated and improved land,
The general financial depression of 1893-94
which prevailed the country over was unusually
severe with the subject of this sketch. and he
was forced to live as best he could until the
relaxation of 1896 and 1897. He, among many

. ansother Big Bend farmers. knows what It me
. I' f rto haul wheat miles to market and sel It 0
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. teen cents a bushel,-far less than the cost
nllle .
fproductJon.

o In the year 1869, Henry \\1. Saunders took
for his I\"ife Miss Anna E. Chapman. daughter
of joseph Chapm~n, and .on March IS, 1870,
she'departed this Ilfe .. leavlI1g one chdd, DevJ1lo
D Saunders. Durmg October, 1876, Mr.
s~unders \\"as again married. his wife being
\nnie E. GalbraIth. daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
i. T. Galbraith, native~ of Indiana. The father
iil'ed in Kansas, and 111 r888 came to Adams
county and is now living in Ritnille. The
mother died in Kansas in r 864. since which
time the father has taken another wife. By
his first marriage Mr. Galbraith reared two
children and three by his second marriage.

To Mr. and 1\1rs. Saunders have been born
tiro children. Ray E., of Adams county, and
Ralph H.. I\'ho lives with his parents.

In politics, Mr. Saunders is an acti I'e Re
publican. He is a member of the G. A. R. at
Ritzville. Mrs. Saunders was a devont member
of the jlethodist Episcopal church. On Feb
ruary 17 1896. she was called away by death.
leaving many to sincerely mourn her as a noble
Christian character.

•••

D.-\.VID E. PHILPOTT. a mechant of
Lind. was born in Chariton countv. Missouri.
August 21. r 860. He was the s~n of H. R.
and Sarah E. (Lee) Philpott, whose lives are
hriefly touched upon in the sketch of the life of
William H. Philpott appearing elselvhere in
thiS volume. The father died in Missouri in
1880 aud the mother in r 866.
. Mr. Philpott has two brothers living, Will
Iam H.. and Lafayette M., and one sister. Har
net who is now dead and a brother who died, . ~ ,
In mtancv.

.Mr. Philpott attended district school in his
native conntry until arriving at the age of
tlllrteen years, when he commenced farming on
hiS own responsibility. In 1882 he commenced
workmg on salary on a farm. and four "ears
lat:r he rented the farm and conducted it 'him-
selt f .
A

or tonr vears. then in r889. he came tod •i.. ams county and located a homestead west of
md. He lived upon this homestead for six

years. when he relinquished his claim and re
moved to another locality and purchased rail
road land. For many years 1\1r. Philpott experi-

enced unusual hardships in making a living
on account of the many adI'ersities besetting the
Big Bend farmer during the period of "hard
times," but he worked hard and managed weU,
so that he has become one of the well-to-do
farmers in his county. He now owns fourteen

•
hundred and fortI' acres of land. three hundred,
and fifty acres of which are under cultivation
and weU improved.

On March 14, r886, 1\1r. Philpott was mal'
ried to Viola L. Elliott, a native of CarroU
county. Missouri. and daughter of Oliver and
Sarah E. Elliott. The father was born in Ken
tncky. They were parents of three children, as
follows: William Y., James S., and Viola L.
The mother died early in life and the father was,
married again and reared a famil v bv his second
wife. • •

Mr. and Mrs. Philpott have been parents of
six children, Bertha E .. Elliott L .. William L.,
Hugh E., Blanche and Kellie, all living at
home.

Mr. Philpott is an active Democrat and a
leader in all matters pertaining to the better
ment of the educational facilities of his county.
He was one of the first settlers in his locality

•

and assisted in the organization of his school
district. as a member of the board of which he
held office a great many years.

In February. r904. :Mr. Philpott opened a
general store in Lind in partnership with N. B.
Rathbone. and they are the recipients of a fine
patronage. They own their building on Main
street and are highly esteemed business men.
Mr. Philpott owns a good residence in town.

• ••

JACOB F. OESTREICH, \\ho resides on
a well improved farm comprising a section and
a half of land under cultivation and lying three
miles north and two miles west of Paha. Adams
county, vVashington, is a native of Seradef,
Russia. born October r 5, r 862. He is the son
of Christian and Mary (Ligner) Oestreich, both
also natives Russians. The parents came to
America in 1875. lived six years in Nebraska,
then came to Walla Walla. \Vashington, having
crossed the plains in a wagon. In 1881, they
removed to Klickatat county where they lived
on a farm eighteen years, and where the father
died in r895. The mother then came to .'\dams
county, where she died in r897. The family
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consists of eight children, Casper, Christina,
Denney, Mary, Katie, Christ, Jacob and
Henry, besides Casper and Mary deceased.

Mr. Oestreich received his early schooling
in the common schools of Germany, came to
America with his parents and made his home
with them until reaching his thirtieth year.
He came to Adams county in April, 19°1,
where he purchased a half section of land. and
at subsequent times he purchased in all two
other tracts of equal extent. He has the finest
of farm buildings, good water facilities and a
first class orchard. He raises some stock in
connection with his farming.

In 1892 Jacob Oestreich was married to
Nellie B. Carter, daughter of J. E. and M. D.
(Callens) Carter, natives of Oregon, in which
state the parents lived until removing to Klick
atat county in 1881. They now reside in this
county. They have a family of seven children,
Edward, Nellie, Frans, Laura, Chester, Henry
and Carl, besides two, Henry and Chester, de
ceased. To Mr. and Mrs. Oestreich have been
born four children, two of whom are now liv
ing. They are Melvin and Delbert, while I ven
and Hazel are deceased.

In politics, Mr. Oestreich is a Populist. He
isa man of a high order of intelligence and
manhood, being also universally regarded as
an honest, industrious and thorough tiller of
the soil.

•••

JOHN TIMM, the son of Louis and Susan
(Herrick) Timm, the first settlers in Paha, is
a native of Lesueur county, Minnesota, born
January 5, 1877. His father was a native of
Germany and his mother of Ohio. The par
ents settled in Minnesota in an early day, and
later removed to Vvashington, where also they
were early pioneers. Besides the subject of our
sketch, they raised five children, Delbert,
Myrtle, Amelia, Mary and Celia.

John Timm attended the common schools
of Palia, where the principal portion of his
life has been spent, three months each year
until arriving at the age of fourteen years, when
he started working for wages. On account of
the newness of the country his educational ad
vantag-es were decidedly limited. but he man
aged by close application and home study to
acquire a fair common school education. When
he began working he made his father's home

his headquarters when not employed unt'! I
. I'fIb 'd' h ., I ear y
1D I e le . egan n mg t e. range of a cow-bo
Among hiS first explOIts 111 this capacit, ,Yo

" , I I" f Y lIasasslstlllg III t le ( n V1l1g a a herd of seven hun
dred head of cattle from Walla Walla to L k
Chelan. He continued working in the sad~l:
until 1897, .when he took hiS present homestead
one-half mIle from Paha, where he has sinc
lived a,?d tilled the soil. Here he has a quar~
ter-sectlOn of land all under cultivation and
improved in the most modern style. '

In March, 1893, Mr. Timln was married
to Clara \Vestover, a native of Minnesota, Her
father died during her infancy, and her mother
is now living in Spokane, Mrs. Westoyer has
five children living, Eunice, Annie, Filo, Lou
and Clara.

John Timm is a stanch Republican in poli
tics, and takes an active interest in the affairs
of his party.

Mr. and Mrs. Timm have one son, an in
fant not yet named.

•••

JACOB KREHBIEL, one of the leading
farmers of Adams county, has three quarter
sections of land, and with his brother and busi
ness partner has a half interest in seven hun
dred and forty acres, lying three miles north
and one mile east of the town of Lind.
A native of Bavaria, Germany, he was born
.Tuly 2:;,1861, the son of Christian and Madde
lina (Dester) Krehbiel, natives of Germany,
who came to America in 1881, The family first
settled in New York state, later in I1Iinois. then
in Kansas and finally in Washington. To the
last named state they came in 1891 and settled
on a farm in Adams county, where they lived
until the death of the father and mother. The
former died in February, 1899, and th: latter
in 1894. The father was a man of Wide ac
quaintance, and regarded by his neighbors as
a man of exceptionally correct judgment an~
wise counsel. He and his wife were parents a
nine children: Katie, in Germany; U1ric~,de
ceased; the subject of this sketch: ChristIan,
John and Daniel, in Adams county; Mary, mar
ried to Christian Vogt of Adams county: Mag
delena wife of Fred Bahler, in Adams county:

, f i\.dams
Susana, now Mrs. Carl Neare, 0" '

county, and two who died in infancy, h I
Jacob Krehbiel received a common sc 00
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\ tl'on in his native country, supplemented
ei llca
· 'ear in German normal school, and later

hI a ) . d h h '\' ed the upholstenng an t e paper- anger s
ea

r
d
ll

which he followed until coming to
tra e, . fl' 88 H d I .America with hIs. at ler lJ1 I. I. e an lIS
father came to thIS country lJ1 advance of the

1aillder of the famtly, and for the first year
~:er coming here Mr. Krehbiel, junior, worked
:t his trade in New York. He then came to
IJIinois where he worked on a farm for one
'ear. and then removed to Kansas and farmed

;ix vears. In 1890 he came to Vvashington and
;;ttled where he now lives.. He first took a
homestead and timber culture, which he im
proved. and later at different times purchased
more land until he acquired the amount stated
above. His partnership with his brother, Dan
ieL was established in 1899. The brothers have
all their land fenced, and keep forty head of
horses to carryon the field work. They are
considered the most up-to-date and prosperous
farmers in the county. They have good build
ings, orchard and all improvements, and raise
as high as twelve thousand bushels of wheat in
avear.
•

Mr. Krehbiel was married to Katie, daugh-
ter c,f Christian and Katharina (Schrag)
Schrag, in 1899. Both parents were natives of
Russia, but of German extraction. They came
to America in 1874, lived in South Dakota
eight years, thence removing in turn to Oregon
and Washington. They came to Adams county
in H)OO, and are still living there. They have
been parents of seven children, three of whom
now live, Andrew, John and Mrs. Krehbiel, all
of Adams county. To Mr. and Mrs. Krehbiel
have been born three children, Harvey C, May
M. and Elsie K.

~r. Krehbiel, politically, is liberal and non
partisan In his opinions, but is an indefatigable
worker in any enterprise that has for its pur
pose the advancement and good of his county.

. Both Mr. and Mrs. Krehbiel are members
of the Mennonite church.

•••

· CALVIN LONG, a farmer residing two
miles north of Paha is a native of Harden
c 'ounty, Iowa, born April 4, 1876, and at the
age of one year came to Washington with his:uents. His entire life since that time has

Spent in this state, and for the most part

in Adams county. He received a thorough
common school education at Ritzville, and at
the age of twenty he left school and home to
engage in riding the range. After two years
of cow-boy life he filed a homestead on a quar
ter-section of land, rented another quarter
section and engaged in the business of farm
ing. He has one hundred and sixty acres all
well improved and under cultivation, with good
farm buildings, orchard, etcetera, and fifteen
head of work horses. Each year he has rented,
in addition to his own land, from a half-section
to a section of land, and raises as high as six
thousand bushels of wheat in a season.

Mr. Long is a Republican, and takes an
active interest in the affairs of his party. He is
also a member of the M. W. A., and has been
clerk of the Paba camp of that order.

Calvin Long is a son of Clark and Ara A.
(Saint) Long, whose lives are sketched on
other pages of this volume. He is an honor
able and industrious farmer, enjoying the es
teem and good-will and a wide circle of friends.

• • •

JOHN J. DEWALD is a well-to-do farmer
residing on a three hundred and sixty-acre
tract of agricultural land three and one-half
miles north of Paha, Adams county. He was
born in Russia, June 22, 1873, and was the
son of George J. and Mary (Rhoderberger)
Dewald, a brief sketch of whose lives is incor
porated with the sketch of the Ii fe of Jacob
Dewald, a brother of our subject, which may
be found elsewhere in this history. A register
of the brothers and sisters of Mr. Dewald is
also given with the sketch of the brother men
tioned.

John J. Dewald is a man of good common
school education, which he acquired in Hitch
cock county, Nebraska. In 1882 he came\vith
his parents to \Valla Vvalla and later removed
to Klickatat county, ·Washington. He made
his home with his parents until attaining the
age of twenty-five years, when he purchased
his present farm, which since that time has
furnished him a pleasant home and more than
a living. He had managed each year to set
aside some capital until now he is one of the
prosperous and substantial citizens of his
county. His land is all under cultivation and
well improved, is well located, and contains a
first class orchard and fine farm buildings.
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Mr. Dewald was married in 1900 to Mary

Oestreich, daughter of Kasper and Katie
Oestreich, native Russians who came to Amer
ica in 1872. Thev first located in Nebraska,
and later came to their present location. Mrs.
Dewald is a sister of Peter, John, Henry,
Christ, and Mrs. Lizzie Dewald, wife of the
subject's brother George.

In political circles, Mr. Dewald affiliates
\yith the Republican party, and is a diligent
party worker. He also takes a deep interest in
school matters, and is now, and has been for
three years, the clerk of his local school board.
He holds membership in the M. \V. A., of Ritz
ville. and both he and Mrs. Dewald are mem
bers of the Methodist Episcopal church.

Mr. and Mrs. Dewald are the parents of
three children, Jesse L., Leland R., and Ellen,
aged four years, two years and six months,
respectively.

•••

CL\RK LONG, pioneer, Indian fighter,
farmer, stock raiser, and business man. is now
the townsite proprietor and real estate dealer
of Paha, :\damscounty, \Vashington, and
owns and operates a large general merchandise
establishment.

Born in Luzerne county, Pennsylvania,
May 9, 1854. he received his first educational
training in a primitive combination log and
stone school house in his native county. Later
on his parents removed to Iowa. where Clark
received a little more schooling, but the greater
part of his ample education has been gained
by hard service in the school of experience and
work. In 1876 he left home intending to go
to Oregon, but finally found himself in \Valla
\Valla, \yhere he remained a short time then
took up a homestead in Garfield county just in
time to be thrown into the thickest of the cruel
Nez Perce \Var. At an early stage of the war
he joined an organization or company of about
one hundred composed of his neighbors and
moved against the savages as a band of cow
boys. The company was in service four
months, but Mr. Long left it just in time to
miss the \Vhite Bury Canyon battle. and to
engage in the bloody battle of Cottonwood.
Returning home he worked his farm until
April. 1883, when he removed to Ritzville,
and there engaged in the lumber and general
merchandise business. This he followed until

189 1, in which year he suffered by fire tl I
of all he owned. From this great los hIe ass

. '. s e did
not fully recover untIl the year 190 0 "

·h .. . ~~
t e orga11lZatlOn of Adams county, Mr. Lon
was appomted probate judge of the g

h · h ffi h '. COunt I'w IC 0 ce e occupied durmg three ternl H"
. d f f s. ewas nommate or a ourth, ?uf \\'as unsUCcess_

ful at the polls..He was appomted Cnited States
CirCUit commissIOner, which office he held

'1 8 h' un-tI 1 91, at t e same time actinO" as artes'
II .. f b Ian

we. s commissIOner. or the state, an office to
which he was appomted by Governor Semple.
In 1900 he purchased the section of land upon
which Paha now stands, and at once launched
a boom of the town. This venture proved snc
cessful to such an extent as .to place Mr. Long
among the well-to do bus1l1ess men of his
county. Ever since this time he has worked
hard and unceasingly for the good of his tOll"n
and Adams county.

Clark Long now owns eight hundred acres
of agricultural land in and near the town oi
Paha. a quarter section' of Jand in Yakima
county. numerous town lots, and one hundred
head of horses.

In 1875 occurred the marriage of Clark
Long to Ara A. Saint, daughter of Joseph and
Malinda (Price) Saint. Mrs. Long's father
was a native of Indiana and her mother oi
Pennsylvania. Her brothers and sisters are
Elizabeth, Malissie, Catharine. Lott and John.

Politically. Mr. Long is a Lincoln Repnbli
can. and is active in the local affairs of his party,
and is a recognized party leader. .

Clark Long- comes of one of the oldest
American families. the history of which is one
of interest and romance. His father and
mother were John and Betsy (Perrin) Long.
natives of Pennsylvania, the father of Scotch
descent and the mother of English parentage.
Thev removed to Iowa in 186:;. and spent the

J ••

remainder of their lives in Grundy county.
The father was a mechanic and bridge-builder,
and a number of the bridges of his locality that
were destroyed by the confederates during the
Civil war were built by. him. His grandfather.
Elias Long, came to America in the early dars:
served as an officer during the Re\'olllt~onar\

1· t mawar and died about 1857. Our SI1 lJec s, . I P . Irho
ternal great-grandfather was Lore emn. . the
came to the colony of Massachusetts lI1. ._

. t HI>Mayflower and settled in Connectlcll.
son, Calvin Perrin, served under COll1l11odore
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P ry during the war of 1812, and died about
S I ' I1876, 1&)8 al?( 1902, respe.ctive y, were

the years 111 whIch Clark Long s father and
ther passed away. They were parents of

m~ children, not including the son who is the
SIX - k I 'fl P-bject of thIs s etc 1. ley are ernn,
~rge W" Elias, Sarah, married to Ellis Gir
ton, Spokane; and Charles and Ezra, who died
while young.

Mr. and Mrs. Long are the parents of
twelve children, Calvin, John C, Leona M.,
George \y" Maud P., Walter L., Hazel,_ Eva,
joseph, Grace, and two who dIed 111 m1ancy,
Fred and Leonard.

• • •

DAKIEL KREHBIEL, a farmer and
stockman residing on a section of \yell im
proved and culti\'ated land four miles north
and one mile east of Lind, was born in Bavaria.
Germany. July IS, 1867, the son of Christian
and Magdalena (Dester) Krehbiel, both na
tives of Bayaria. The parents came to Amer
ica in 1881, liYed two years in Illinois. eight
in Kansas and came to a homestead near Lind
in 1891. The mother died in 1896 and the fa
ther two years later. The family originally
contained ten children, who, not including our
subject, were, Katherine, Jacob, Christian,
John, ]\1. M., now deceased, l'drs. Mary Vag!,
Mrs. Magdalena Bahler, and Mrs. Susana
l'Ieare,

Until the age of thirteen 'Mr. Krehbiel at
tended the common schools of his nati\'e coun
try, then took a course in a German business
college and in 188,~ came to the United States.
The first year after his arnyal in this country
he spent in Illinois, after which he engaged in
farming in Kansas. He \yas thus engaged in
that state until 1892, \yhen he came to the farm
Where he still lives. He had an unusually dif
ficult time to gain a start here. as the fir~t two
years after settling on his farm he \\'as unable
to raIse any crop. but having in him the ele
ments of perseverance and industry he held on.
and has neyer had cause to regret 'his choice of
[ [-
Dea Ity. He states that the Big Bend country
SInce he first located here. has undergone a won
derful change. especially in the amount of rain
fall. By working for his neighbors and exer
ClSl11g strict economy Mr. Krehbiel managed
from time to time to acquire more land, until

at this writing he has a solid section of produc
tive grain land, and in addition to this he rents
eleyen hundred acres, on all of which he raises
about twelye thousand bushels of \\'heat annu
ally. He also has an excellent orchard and
raises quantities of all varieties of fruit.· He
has a large herd of cattle, but is gradually
abandoning the stock business.

In December, 1901, occurred the marriage
of Daniel Krehbiel to May Schag, daughter
of Andrew and Lizzie (\Valtner) Schag, na
tiye Germans who early in life came to Amer
ica, settled first in South Dakota, remo\'ed to
Oregon in 1882, and came to \Vashington in
1900, They are now liying in Lind. To them
haye been born eight children, Mrs, Krehbiel,
Emil. Joseph. Paulina, Emma, Charles, Eu
gene and E Yeline.

To the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Krehbiel
haye been born two children, \Valler D., and
one who, at this \\Titing. is an infant in arms.

Politically, l\Ir. Krehbiel is a Democrat.
He has ahYays been prominent in school mat
ters. haying assisted in the organizing of his
district of \\'hich he has been a director eyer
since. He is now the Democratic nominee for
county commissioner. He recently \yas ap
pointed \'olunteer weather observer of his lo
cality. Both l\Ir. Krehbiel and his wife are
members of the Mennonite church, Mr. Kreh
biel being a member of the conventional con
ference of that denomination.

• ••

DAY IMUS deals in real estate and ne
gotiates loans in Lind, \Vashington. A na
tiye of Mountayr. Ringgold county, Iowa. he
\\'as born April 16, 1875. the son of L. 0, and
Jane (Smith) Imus, natives, respectively of
Michigan and Indiana. The parents came to
Ringgold county when both were young, mar
ried and are still li\'ing there. The grand
father on the father's side. came from Illinois to
Iowa in 1854, and upon returning for his fam
ily was drO\\'ned while crossing a stream. Mr.
and Mrs. Imus have been parents of seven chil
dren, Mrs. Elsie Middleton; Day, Smith, de
ceased. Agnes, Quay, Amy and Tama.

Mr. Imus received a good common school
education in his native town, which he later,
supplemented by a business course in the Indi
anola college. From the time he became four-
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teen years of age he practically had the man
agement of his father's farm until he became
twenty-three. He came to Lind at that age,
and engaged in buying horses to ship to Iowa,
which business he followed for one year. He
then took a homestead near Lind, which he
put in an excellent state of cultivation and im
provement. In 1901 he engaged in the real
estate and loan business in Lind, and has fol
lowed that occupation to his profit ever since.
He has bought and sold many tracts of farm
land and many city lots in the Big Bend,
since entering the business. Recently he sold
his homestead and pur,chased for himself a
quarter section of land near Cunningham,
\Vashington, He was the first real estate agent
ever to establish a business in Lind.

Politically, Mr. Imus affiliates with the Re
publican party, and is quite active in his party's
affairs. He is a member of the Methodist
Episcopal church of Lind, helped organize the
first Methodist Sunday school there, and is
now superintendent of that institution.

• ••

HEZEKIAH W. WEAVER is a black
smith at Lind, \Vashington. He is a native
of ?\ew London, Hancock county, Illinois, and
was born on February 1I, 1856, His parents
were Daniel and Anna (Bunton) \Veaver, na
tives of Kentucky and Tennessee, respectively,
They crossed the plains to Cm'e, Oregon, in
1864, where they lived during- the rest of their
lives. They were parents of five children. who,
besides our subject, are. Samuel, Sarah, Ellen,
and Derious. The eldest son was killed in
battle during the Civil war.

H. W. \Veaver received some schooling in
"Union county, Oregon, but upon gaining his
se\'enteenth year he left school and took up
the work ,of a cow-boy. This life he followed
until his twenty-second year, when he was mar
ried in 1879, to Fannie McConnell. a native of
Arkansas, and daughter of James and Mary
McConnell. Mrs. Weaver is one of a family
of seven children,

After his marriage Mr. \Veaver took up a
homestead in \Vallowa county; Oregon, where
he raised stock for three years, after which
he entered the sawmilling business, in which
he was eng-aged one and a half years. During
this time he mastered his trade, and, remov-

ing to Pendleton, he worked at bla k . .
I d · 8 c smIthIng

t ler,e, an m 1 97 he removed to th P I
t H h '1 - e a Ousecoun ry. ere e stl I tollowed \\'0 k. 'r at the

forge, and 111 1899 he came to AdalTIs COunty
Here he worked for wages for SI'X h .

f . mont s
a ter wluch he erected the shop in which h'
stIli works. e

He is considered a careful and compet
k tl ' ent

war man; consequen y receIves his sha f
h k · h' I" re 0t e war m IS me. HIS political faith l'
. h h D' lesWIt t e emocratlc party.

• ••

CHARLES E. AMSBAUGH, a protninent
real estate man and the city clerk of Lind
Washington, was born July 26, 1870, in Wayn~
county, Ohio. His parents are J. 1. and Jose
phme M. (Thompson) Amsbaugh, natives of
Ohio, and are now living in Lind. The
mother's grandfather came from Ireland to
America in 1876, and her husband's grand
father came to this country from Germany
when a boy. In 1886 our subject's parents
came to Washington and settled at Dayton,
where they remained until 1901, when they
removed to their present home, They have
one child besides the subject of this sketch,
Joie, living also at Lind. Mr. Amsbaugh,

, senior, on February 13, 186.=;, was mustered
I into service with Company C, One Hundred

and Eighty-fourth Regiment. Ohio Volunteer
Infantr:y, and served as a soldier in the Civil
war until his discharge on account of physical
disabil.ity, which occurred July 12, 1865, at
Camp Chase. Ohio.

Charles E. Amsbaugh began his education
in the common schools of Fredericksburg,
Ohio. and later came west with his parents and
attended the high school at Dayton. He t~en
learned the printer's trade with O. C. WMe,
proprietor of the Columbia Chronicle, Dayton,

, Washington, with whom he remained three
vears. He then came to Lind, and after a short
time went to \Vhitman county, and from that
time until 1896 he worked at his trade at Col
fax. Oakesdale, Pullman and Spokane. Dur
ing the )'ear mentioned he followed prospe<;tmg

. d' theon the Twisp and Okanogan fivers. an 111.

fall of 1896 he went to Kaslo, British Colum
bia where he spent the winter working at hl~
trade. Returning he came to Ritzville a~, eel SIX
rented the Pacific hotel, which he manag
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onths then went to Lind and built the Lind

~ teL 'The following four months he spent in
;e state of his birth, whither he went on a
:sit after which he returned to Kaslo, where
;~ ,,:as proprietor of the Slocan hotel until that
hostelry ,ras destroyed by fire, when he came
to Lind, and opened a real estate business in
which he is engaged at this writing. He has
a quarter section of improved and highly cul
tirated land near. town, and a house and lot in
Lind. He is doing a good business, is popu
lar with his fellow townsmen, and is in a gen
erally prosperous condition. In 1903 he was
elected to the office of city clerk and is still
the inCllmbent of that office.

In the year 1897, Charles E. Amsbaugh
\ras married to Sarah E. Cummings, a nati\'e
of Medina county, Ohio. Her parents died
during her infancy.

Politically, Mr. Amsbaugh years ago allied
himself with the Republican party, in whose
ranks he is !till a diligent and influential
worker.

• • •

GEORGE L WING, a barber by trade,
and a farmer, residing in Lind. Vvashington,
was born in Vermontville, Eaton county,
~Iichigan, December 9, 1877. His father and
mother were Elijah and Louisa (Snively)
Wing, native:;, respectively, of Michigan and
Indiana. The mother removed to Michigan
with her parents during her early maidenhood,
and was there married in the town of the sub
ject's birth. She died in 1892, but the father.
who also is a barber, still lives and is in busi
ness at Three Rivers, Michigan. George \Ving
has one sister. Grace, married to \;\,Tilliam
GIOI'er, of Goldendale. ·Washington.

George attended public school in his native
town until fourteen years of age, when he
Started out in the world to make his own way.
He learned his trade in Michigan and in
/8<)2 he came with his mother to this state.
She died while here and in 1894 our subject
returned to Michigan but soon came to Gol
dendale, Washington, where he followed his
trad~ for three years, then, in 1898. he came
to RItzville, where he took a homestead which
~e farmed: at the same time working some at
I~ trade 111 Ritzville, until January I. '901,
~ en he removed to Lind and purchased a

rher shop. In 1902 he sold his shop and re-

moved to his farm. In '900 he purchased
two hundred and forty acres of railroad land,
making him in all four hundred acres, all of
which he has under fence, and three hundred
and sixty in a high state of cultivation and
well improved.

Politically, he is a Democrat, and takes an
active working interest in the affairs of his
party.

Since taking up the business of farming
the last time, Mr. Wing has made a specialty
of breeding and selling thorough-bred Eng
lish fox hounds, twenty-five of which he has
sold during the past two years,

•••

SAMUEL HUTCHINSON, a prominent
stockman of Adams county, residing near Lind,
was born in Douglas county, Oregon, January
I, 1858. He was the son of Roben 1\1. and
Elizabeth (Hanna) Hutchinson, the former a
pioneer stockman of the west, and the latter a
distant relative of the late Senator Hanna.
The parents' lives are more fully touched upon
in the sketch of Benjamin Hutchinson, else
wher,e in this volume.

\;\,Then between five and six years of age,
Mr. Hutchinson went from Oregon to Victoria
and there attended the St. Louis College, a
Catholic institution, until ten years of age. On
March 2, 1868, he went on the steamer Del
'orte, to San Francisco and soon thereafter

removed to San Jose, where he attended the.
grammar schools until about fifteen. At this
age he started in life on his own responsibility,
beginning by carrying a chain for a surveying
party near San Jose. California, which occupa
tion he followed two years. In' 876 he took
some thoroughbred cattle to Kamloops, British
Columbia, and drove a herd of tweh'e hundred
head of cattle back to Harney. Oregon, and
d'rifted back to San Jose in the winter of 1877,
and there remained six \\'eeks. He returned
to \Vashington in 1878 and worked for his
father at teaming for some time, then settled
on land now embraced in Adams county and
engaged in the stock business. which he has
s;nce followed in the same locality.

Mr. Hutchinson was married Tune 14, 189"
to Garrie Griswold, a native of Minnesota. and
to this union three children have been born,
Clara L., Ruth L. and Lois I.
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fession three months, then came t .
\Vashington, in July, 1900 and has a Lmd,
here since. 'practIced

In 1902 he was elected local health ffi
d 1 a ceran t le same year he was elected COunt '

d . v cora·
ner, an 111 1903 he was appointed 'deput
county health officer and ph)'sician II ~

h· I . . h ,a at
~v. IC 1 pOSItions e now fills, In matters
htlcal, he IS always found on the side of de pa-

d " moe-
racy, an IS an active party man.

In 1897 Dr. Henderson was married t
Mildred Shawger, daughter of Mr. and Mr~
Stephen Shawger. Mrs, Henderson died .'

I '. In
1.900. ea\'lng one Issue of the marriage, Phil.
hI) H., The .doctor was again married in 1903,
hIS bnde bemg Rosanna DaVIS, whose family
came from Ohio. Mrs. Henderson has one
brother, Robert, and no sisters.

Doctor Henderson is a member of the
Modern \ Voodmen and the Odd FelIo\\'s. and
:'d rs. Henderson is a member of the Methodist
Episcopal church.

J.-\CK .McELROY is one of the richest
property owners of Adams county and a lead
ing citizen and stockman of eastern Washing
ton. He resides about twentv miles south from,
Sprague and O\ms a great many sections of
land, He has a thousand acres de\'oted to
wheat and fi\'e hundred producing hay and
many thousands of acres of pasture. At the
present time. he is handling about five hundred
head of choice ,,'ell bred cattle besides about

lone hundred head of horses, His home is one
of the most beautiful in the entire country. It
is a two story six room structure of modern

. architectural design. \yell furnished and sup
plied with all col1\'eniences, as hath. hot and
cold. ,,'ater and so forth. He has plenty of
running water in his orchard while the beau·
tiful lawn that surrounds his house. gires an
air of taste and thri It which make his rural
abode a place of real comfort.

Jack l\fcElro\' was born in Maine. on Jan'
uarv I. 1840. th~ son of Henry and Elizabeth
McElro\', The father was born in Mame
in 1812. followed ship carpentering and died
in Sprague. in 1893. His ancestors were pa
triots in the Revolution. The mother \I'as born
in Maine, in 1817 and died in Adams count~
in 1891. Jack McElroy was never favore

with a school education and gained IllS tram-

In matters political, l\-Ir. Hutchinson is un
biased and liberal. He has been city marshal
of Ritzville for two years, and at one time
was a member of the police department of the
city of Spokane. I

In fraternity circles, he is kno\\"ll as a mem- I
ber of the \Voodmen of the \"'orld, and the
Red Men.

1\1r. Hutchinson has had a lease one sec
tion sixteen. to\\'nship sixteen, range twenty
eight west. since 1884. This land is situated on /.
lower Crab creek. It has fine water on it and
the control of that \vater gives :\:Ir. Butchin-

ison abundance of out range for his horses. I

of which \'aluable animals he has now about I
six hundred, He also o\vns some property in
the town of Lind. \vhere his family resides.
He is one of the principal stockholders in the
Jefferson :Marble Mining & l\fillingCompany.
whose property is situated some twelve' miles
northeast from Colville, \Vashington. They
have an immense deposit of marble and a thor
oughly equipped plant for the Ii fting of this
mineral and preparing it for. commerce. He I
is also a heavy stockholder in the Frisco i
Standard. \\'hich mine has just been brought i
prominently to the public attention by the pro
duction of some high grade copper and sih'er I

•

ores. • • • I
i

JAMES W. HENDERSON, M. D., a
prominent physician of Lind. was born m
Flora. Illinois. October 6. 1871. He was the
son of John D, and Frances (Alderson) Hen
derson. natives of Pennsylvania \\,ho removed
to Illinois. and later to Kansas where they
farmed. and where both died.

Dr. Henderson has one brother. Clarence,
and three sisters. Ida. Clema and Isabell. He
was raised until sixteen. near Pittsburg. Kan
sas, \\'here he passed through the common
schools, and from there took a course in the
Kansas normal school. from which he was
graduated in 1890, He then taught school
five years. then went to the medical college at
Keokuk. Iowa. took a four years' course. and
was graduated in 1899. He went from this
college to the medical college in Topeka, Kan
sas. \"here he took a seven months' course of
lectures, Seven months were then spent in
Christ's hospital. after which Doctor Hender
son went to Moline, Kansas, practiced his pro-
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15, 1862, the son of Samuel and :\olary J. (Tay
lor) May, natives of Pennsylvania. The par
ents of Mr. May removed to Ohio during the
early ~ays of that commonwealth, where they
both dled,-the mother in 1867 and the father
in 1886. They were the parents of three chil
dren, Mrs. Flay Creviston, our subject, and
James A. May.

At the early age of thirteen years Mr. May
came to Oregon with his father. since which
age the boy made his own way in the world.
He began at once to acquire what education
he could by working during the summer
months and attending the district school dur
ing the winters, so that he became quite a
"'ell-educated man hy the time he reached his
majority. Up to the age of twenty-two he
lived in Linn county. Oregon. He then went
to the eastern part of the state where he en
gaged in farming for three years on the cele
brated Hank Vaughn ranch. He became the
owner of eleven hundred acres of land on the
C matilla reservation. when he -removed to
\Vhitman county, \Vashington. where he
farmed from 1890 until 1895. Thence he re
mOl'ed to Fairfield, Washington, where he re
mained until 1903, when he came to Lind and
purchased a section of land near town. He
farmed this for a time, and got three hundred
acres under cultivation and fenced. He kept
a large number of horses, and in the latter
part of the year 19°3 he purchased a livery
stable in Lind and operated it until April 1,

1904, when he returned to the farm. He owns
a section of good wheat land in company with
\\'. E. Gage.

Mr. May is an active and influential Re
publican, and a member of Garfield Lodge,
:\o. 51, I. O. O. F. in Garfield, \Vashington.
He is strictly a self-made man; as a man of
business he is uriiversally considered honor
able and upright, and at the same time is suc
cessful and prosperous.

LOVIS H. HUGGINS. land owner and
lumber dealer of Lind, was born in St. Louis,
Missouri. October 12, 1857, the son of George
W. and Frances E. (Ball) Huggins. Early
in life the parents settled in Stoddard COllllty.
~1issouri, where both died. The mother "'as a

, descendant from the old Harden family of

....
. EARL W. MAY, a' farmer dwelling eight

mll~s southwest from Lind, \Vashington, is a
natIve of Bellefontaine, Ohio, born January

55

. g from association in the world and careful
~dV by himself. At the age of fourteen, he
weni to sea and continued almost uninterrupt
edly until 1868 on the salt way, travelmg all
over the ,,·orld.. He. was on the United Stat~s

steamship l\1ISSISS1Ppl. under Captalll Laughlin
Smith, First Lieutenant George Dewey, no\v
the famons Admiral Dewey. He was in the
blocade at Galveston, 2\10bile, and at the month
of the Mississippi river. He partcipated in the
general engagements at Forts Jackson, Philip
and Hudson. At the latter, his ship "'as sunk
and he ",as wounded, being taken prisoner.
He was confined at Shrevesport and J ack
son for eleven months. then was paroled. On
January 31, 1864, he \vas discharged from
service anel immediately enlisted in the Second
New Jersey Cavalry, serving lin til he was dis
charged on July 3. 1865, the work having'
ended. He immediately returned to sea and
finally came around Cape Horn to San Fran
cisco. in 1868. He remained in California un
til 1872, \vorking for wages, then came to his
present place, it being then inclnded in "7hit
man county, and here he has labored \dth al
most unbounded success since.

In 1891, at Palouse City. Mr. McElroy
married lVIiss 1\1ina Frazer. a native of Arling
ton. Illinois. Her father. Branson Frazer, \vas I
born in Randolph county, ~orth Carolina. and
was an instructor in various colleges during his
life. He also lectured on chemistry for t\\'O
years. He died in Indiana. Her mother,
Martha A. (Thomas) Frazer. was born in Ran
dolph county, North Carolina. and died in
Morrow, Idaho. vVhen Mr. l\1cElroy started
in the Big Bend country, he had very little
means and everything that he now possesses
has been the result of his labor and business
ability since that time. and he is to be classed
~ith the very best farmers and land O\Vners
In the state of vVashington.

Fraternally, he is affiliated with the 1. O.
O. F. and with the Masons, having passed the
blue lodge and the chapter.

During the NezPerce Indian war. Mr. Mc
Elroy was scout for General Howard and \vas
especially active at the Camas prairie fights.
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Kentucky and Tennessee, one of whom was
General John \Y. Harden, who lost a limb at
the battle of New Orleans. Mr. and Mrs.
George \Y. Huggins were parents of nine chil
dren. only five of whom lived to maturity.
They are, besides our subject, J. M., Amanda
]., Emily R. and Dora. The father of the fam
ily sen'ed during the Civil war in the Con
federate army.

Until arriving at his majority Louis H ug
gins attended school in Stoddard county. and
at the age indicated he embarked upon the busi
ness of farming and stock raising, \vhich he
follO\ved in Missouri until coming to \Yashing
ton in 1899. He located in Lind upon first
coming to the state, and engaged at once in
the lumber business, and also purchased a sec
tion of land near to\vn. five hundred acres of
which he has under cultivation, and all fenced.
He is doing a large business in to\vn, handling
all descriptions, of lumber and building ma
terial. and he also is heavily interested in city
real esta teo

11r. Huggins has been thrice married.
First in 1881, to Arminta \Vilson, who passed
away six years later, leaving two childr.en,
Arthur. with his father in business, and Myrtie,
also \vith her father.

The second marriage of Mr. Huggins oc
curred in 1890, \I·hen Phinley Hopper became
his bride, She died during the same year in
\\'hich the union was made.

In 1892 ~1r. Huggins was married to
Monnie Sorrell. a native of White county, Ten
nessee. \I,ho died at Lind, in the year 1901.
The issues of Mr. Huggings' last marriage are
three in number, and all make their home with
their father, Chester. William and Charles.

Mr. Huggins is an active and aggressive
Democrat. a member of the Odd Fellows and
l\1oc1ern \Voodmen fraternities. He also be
longs to the Church of Christ.

•••
D.A,NIEL W. ZENT. city attornev. is

rapidly becoming recognized as one of the
leading- young attorneys of the Adams county
bar. He is a native of Black Hawk, Califor
nia. born Febmary 20, 1874, the son of Daniel
J. and Charlotte (Woodruff) Zent, natives re
spectively of New York and Pennsylvania.

The earlv education of Mr. Zent was ob-
o

tained in Jefferson county, Washington, he

having come to this state with his pa .
8 d h . rents In

I 77, an at t e age of twenty years he t
P S d U · . en ereel

uget ounl1lverslty at Tacoma H' . e ",as
con:pelled t? seek employment at various occu-
patIOns whIle acquIrIng hIS education ad'
881 I 'd ,nln

I 9 . le was ac mltte to the practice oi law
He ImmedIately embarked upon the a t' .'

. f h' f' c I,epractIce 0 IS pro .esslOn. first in Colvilie
Stevens county, and 111 1900 he came to R't :
ville where he practiced law. After one yl Z

I · H \" l' earle went to atton, ·>asllngton, where I
continued in his profession and conducted Ie
loan business. \Vhile there he was nominate~
by the Republican party for the office of COlln

ty attorney, but wa~ unsuccessful at the polls.
He then came to Lmd, where he has since re
sided. and continues to gain in popularitv.

Daniel W. Zent and Mabel Myrtle. daugh
ter o~ C. W. and Della (Oneil) Myrtle, were
marned on March 14, 1903. Mrs. Zent has
one sister and one brother, Alice and Ovid.

Mr. Zent is a young lawyer of great enter
prise and promise. His legal education has
been gained by hard and persistent effort, and
he is what may almost be styled a self-made
attornev.• •••

CHARLES LABES. Foremost among
the business men of Lind is Charles Labes,
dealer in hardware and implements. He is a
native of the province of Pommern. Prussia.
born December 9, 1856, and the son of Charles
and Augusta (Blank) Labes, both natives oi
Germany. The parents came to America in
r883, locating at Fort Atkinson, Jefferson
county, Wisconsin, where the father died t\\'o
vears later. The mother still lives. and makes-
her home in Milwaukee. Thev were the par-
ents of six children, Charles, \iVilliam. Fred.
Augusta, Herl11ine, and August, who is dead.
The father \vas a veteran of the war of 1866
against Austria.

Until arriving at the age of t\\'enty
Charles Labes attended school and assisted
his father, when he enlisted in the Germal~

army with which he served for two and a halt
vears. He came to America in I88r and lo
cated at Oakland, Wisconsin, where he lived
seven years as a farmer. He then came to
Ritzville in 1888 and filed a homestead lI1'elve

miles west from Ritzville, where he farmed
twelve years. He accumulated land, mean-
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JOHN KREHBIEL is the manager of
the Seattle Grain Company's warehouse at
Lind, \Vashington, which is one of the largest
warehouses in the Big Bend. In 1903 it re
ceived the second largest amount of wheat
marketed in the town. Mr. Krehbiel has a
handsome ten-room modern house and a large
lot in town, and is in a very prosperous condi
tion. Born in Bavaria, Germany, August 31.
1865, jVIr. Krehbiel was the son of Christ and
Magdalena (Dester) Krehbiel, both natives
of Bavaria, where they lived until coming to
America.. The father was an upholsterer and
paper hanger by trade. The family located in
Illinois, upon coming to this country. and after
two years removed to Kansas, where they
farmed eight years, then, in r891, came to
Washington. Here they settled on land three
and one-half miles from Lind. the entire fam-,

, i1y taking land and working together until the
I death of the father, which occurred in 1898.
! The mother died two years previously. The
, family originally contained ten children, two

of whom, Ulrich and M. 1\L, are dead. The
names of those still living are; Catherine, in
Germany; Jacob. Christ. our subject. Daniel.
Mrs. Mary Vogt, Mrs. Magdalena Bahler, and
Mrs. Susanna Near, all of Adams county, with
the single exception of Mrs. Bahler, whose
home is at Spokane.

After the death of the parents as above
noted. the brothers worked their land in part
nership for one year. John was then married
and withdrew his share of the property, which
consisted of a half-section of cultivated land.
purchased one hundred and sixty acres more
and went into the business of farming inde-

....

--- -------------:-1--------------
while, until he owned nine hundred and sixty , then came to Millbank South Dakota, where

res of agricultural land, and all under fence, he was employed in a drug store for one year,
a~ne hundred of which was under cultivation. then returned to Lind and engaged in his
He started a general merchandise store in present business in 1898. He has a handsome
Lind in 1897, w~lch he conducted t.ogeth~r home in Lind, also a drug store in Connell.
with his farm untl1 1901, when he rented IllS In 1903 Mr. Dirstine was married to Jo-
land and sold his store. He then opened the anna B. Hitchcock, daughter of ]'v1r. and Mrs.
hardware and implement business in which he J. C. Hitchcock. natives of :-1uscatine. Iowa,
is enO'aged at this writing. He carries com- where ]'l'1rs. Dirstine was reared.
plete "'Jines, about twenty thousand dollars' John T. Dirstine is a member of the Odd
\forth of goods, and is doing an immense Fellows and a prominent and active worker in
business, especially when the size of his city the ranks of Democracy. He \vas elected
is taken into consideration. He o\\'ns the mayor of his city in 1902, which office he still
brick building he occupies, fifty by one hun- holds.
dred and forty feet, with basement, and also
a fine modern residence.

On December 20. 1876. in Prussia, Mr.
Labes was married to Minnie \Vadeward, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Wade
ward, natives of Germany, in which country
both died. They were the parents of seven
children. Caroline, August, \Villiam, Minnie,
Augusta. Henrietta and Carl.

Charles Labes is at the present time a
member of his city council, and is an active
and aggressive Republican in politics. Both
Mr. and Mrs. Labes are members of the Ger
man Lutheran church.

As a business man, Mr. Labes is progres
sive, straightforward and enterprising, and the
business interests of Lind look to him as a
leader in affairs of importance affecting the
town.

JOHN T. DIRSTINE, who is engaged
in the drug business in Lind. is a native of
Lapeer, Michigan, born on May 30, 1875.
The parents of Mr. Dirstine were Elias T. and
1sabel (Sutton) Dirstine, also natives of
Michigan. The family lived in Michigan until
]902, \\hen they came to Lind, where the
mother died, survived by the father and three
children, Isaac, of Connell, \Vashington;
Pearl, and the subject of this sketch. Th~
father makes his present home in Lind.

After passing through the grammar school
of Thornville, Michigan, John T. Dirstine
took a course in Valparaiso college. At the
age of fourteen he came to Hatton. \Vashing
ton, where he taught school for four years,
When he returned to Valparaiso and was later
graduated from a course in pharmacy. He
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pendently. He has his land all cultivated and
under fence. and a young orchard growing,
to which he makes an addition each vear. He

•
remo\'ed to Lind in 1903, since which time he
has had his farm rented to his brothers.

In 1898 Mr. Krehbiel was married to
Christina Jansen, daughter of Henry and Car
oline (Kuehl) Jensen, who were born in Ger
many and came to America in 1875, located
in Iowa, and removed to a farm near Lind in
1889. Later they transferred their place of
residence to \Valla \Valla. \\here the\' now
live. They have been parents of ten children,
six of whom live, August, Mrs. Krehbiel,
Dora. Minnie. Fred, and Mrs. Annie Linville.

Politically, 1'1r. Krehbiel is a Democrat, is
city councilman and a member of the school
board. Both Mr. and Mrs. Krehbiel are mem~

bers of the Mennonite church. They have
three children, Susanna VV., John F., and
Hellen C.

• • •

WILLIAM B. ASHCRAFT, proprietor
of the O. K. Liverv. Feed and Sale Stable,

•
Lind. \Vashington, although only twenty-six
years of age, and despite the fact. of his being
left an orphan at the age of sixteen, and having
to battle frori1 early boyhood against poverty,
griefs and misfortune, is now pleasantly sit
uated in a home of his own, and engaged in a
lucrative business. He was born in Marshal
county, Iowa, May IS, 1878, His father,
James Ashcraft. a native of Pennsylvania,
removed in early life to Illinois. and from
that state to Iowa. He enlisted in the Civil
War when eighteen years of age, and while in
service contracted a disease from which he
never recovered. and which resulted in his
death in Iowa in I88!. Our subject's mother
was Susan (Kimbral) Ashcraft, also a native
of Pennsylvania. After the death of her hus
band she removed to vVashington with her
family, in 1884, and passed away in Spokane
in 1893, leaving three children ; James E., of
Spokane; Eunice L., in Spokans; and the sub
ject of this biography.

From early youth Mr. Ashcraft has had to
work hard for his livelihood and the only
schooling he has ever received was ten years in
the common schools in his native county.
After the death of his mother he commenced
working on a farm, and continued engaged

thus until 1899, when he came to '\dam
d I d I If

. . s COUn_
ty an . purc 1ase a 1a -sectIon I,f land .
miles north of Lind. all of which he p t eIght

" . u Inan
excellent state of cultlvatIon and il11pro\,
H '11 d h' '1 '1 emente t1 e IS sal untl 1903. when he sold .
removed to Lind and purchased his pout,
b · H h' . resentusmess. e as smce acqUlrec1 a beaut" I

• • lIU
home and nme lots of well Improved t. own
property deSIrably located.

In 1902 occurred the marriage of Willia
B .. Ashcraft to Nonie Seivers. daughter ~
NIck and Gertrude (MIchael) Seivers, natives
of Germany who came to America when
young. The Sei vers family located first in
vVisconsin. and from that state went to In
diana. The father came to vVashington in
1886, and later was joined by his family, when
they located near Lind. Mrs. Ashcraft has t\\'O
brothers and an equal number of sisters whose
names are, Nicholas, Peter. Gertrude and
Mary. Mr. and Mrs. Ashcraft have one child. 'a daughter, whose name IS Maud.

In politics Mr. Ashcraft is liberal in his
views. voting for the men of his particular
choice rather than with any party. He is con
ducting a good business in a business-like
manner. and is rapidly gaining a wide repu
tation for his excellent service. courtesv and

•
his willingness to oblige his patrons.

....
ALLEN O. RICKERT is the proprietor

of the only first class hotel in Lind, Washing
ton. Born in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, July
21. 1861, he was the son of Josiah and Eliza
(Bitting) Rickert, natives of Pennsylvania.
in which state the mother died when Allen
was a lad of eight years, and where the father
is still living. Mrs. Arminta Scholl. Frank
and the subject of this sketch are t~e ouly
surviving members of the family ongll1ally
comprising five children; the other two.
Charles and Thomas, being dead.

Mr. Rickert's father is a carpenter by
trade and has followed that business all Ius
life. 'He is descended from an old and weal~hy
Holland family his mother's father bemg, ., 'h~

J ohn Eckert a noted Holland phySICIan, \\ I
' G eracame to America and fought under en

Washington during the Revolutionary War.
. leav-

He died in Berks county, Pennsylvant~, .
ing a large fortune in Holland. Mrs. RIckert 5
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Socially, he is a member of the K. of P.
order, and has been a member of the Odd Fel
lows, from which society he had taken a with
dra\\'al card. Mrs. Rickert is a member of the
Rebekahs, and both are affiliated with the
Lutheran Church.

MARTIN L.SCHERMERHORN is a
real estate dealer and the land commissioner at
Lind, He is a nati\'e of Lewis county, New
York, born October 13, 1842, the son of
Luther and Jane (Simpson) Schermerhorn,
natives of Dutchess county, Kew York. They
removed to \Visconsin in 1855, located at
Watertown where IvIr. Schermerhorn followed
blacksmithing, and where both died later.
Some of the brothers of the father served in
the war of 1812, The father was born in 1797
and died in 1881.

Martin L. Schermerhorn, was a member
of a family of ten children, nine of whom grew
to maturity, recei\'ed a high school education,
and at the age of seventeen was thrown upon
his own responsibility. He served ~hree years
at Hartford, Connecticut, as apprentice to the
trade of carpentering, then left his work to ally
himself, September, 1862, with Company B,
Second Artillery, under Colonel Green, He
served in all two years and three months, be
ing discharged on account of illness, in May,
1864.

I After the war he returned to Connecticut
. where he finished his trade, then went to \Vis

consin and worked as a millwright. and also
followed bridge building to a considerable ex
tent, In 1872 he left Wisconsin for Luding
ton, Michigan, lived there four years. then ten
years in Nelson, :\ebraska. and came west to
Fresno, California, in 1886. He lived there
until coming to Lind in 1900, during a portion
of which time he was city marshal of Fresno.
Previously he had been just ice of the peace
in the state of \Visconsin. Upon coming to
Lind. Mr. Schermerhorn worked for a time
at his trade, then entel'ed the real estate busi
ness at which he has practiced with signal, .
success e\'er since. He has accumulated a con-
siderable amount of property, and has a fine
home in town. He has a quarter section of
well improved grain land one mile from Lind.
raises some stock, and a great amount of fruit

father was for a. number of y~ars engaged in
the tailoring busmess at Readmg, Pennsylva
nia. and later re~ov~d to Emans, in the same
state, where he dIed m 1877.

The first thirteen years of Mr. Rickert's
life \\"ere spent at the place of his birth, where
he attended school At this age he entered
an iron \\"orks where he labored three years I

when he took up railroad work. He was thu~
engaged in his native state until arriving at
the age of nineteen. when he went to Ohio in
the employ of a railroad in which he remained
until starting for the West in 1884. He came
as far as Montana, where he was engaged in
mining and in the sawmill business, and from
that state he came to Idaho, then on to Oaks
dale, Washington, in 1892. Here he was en
gaged for one year in the hotel business. He
lIas thus engaged, after leaving Oaksdale, in
Montana, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho. at Spokane,
Cheney, and Ritzville until 1903, when he
came to Lind and purchased the Lind hotel
Ilhich he at once proceeded to fit up in first
class condition. His house has the reputation,
especially among traveling men, of being one
of the finest and most ably managed hostelries
in the Big Bend. Besides the hotel. Mr.
Rickert owns city property in Ritz\'ille and a
farm in Douglas county.

In 1890 Mr. Rickert was married to
Flora Jahn. daughter of Joseph and Johanna
(Preuszler) Jalm. nati\'es of Austria. who. ,

came to America in 1857. The parents now
he at Alma, Wisconsin, and ha\'e been par
ents of six children, of whom only three are
hl"lng; Emma, married to Joseph Hoefling;
Julia, married to J. c. Hammond; and Mrs,
Rickert. Mrs. Rickert is an able assistant and
panner to her husband in his business, and is
regarded as being an exceptionally competent
and successful hostess. Her father served
e1e~en years in the Austrian army, and when
reftred was a field marshal. He also taught
school a number of years in his native country.
Mr, and Mrs. Rickert have one child Ed-
I\'ard \V '

•

D In matters of politics, Mr. Rickert is a
hemocrat, and at the hands of his party has
held office both in this state and Montana. He
as always been an active part\' worker. He
IS at the present writing a mel{lber of his city
~luncll, to which position he was appointed to

a vacancy.
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is produced by his orchard of several hundred
trees.

Mr. Schermerhorn was married in 1886 to
Annie Brayman, daughter of John and Hannah
Brayman, of Horicon, \Visconsin. Her pa
rents were natives of N ew York, and pioneers
in \Visconsin. Mrs. Schermerhorn in her
youth was a school teacher, later took a med
ical course in Hahnemann college, Chicago, be
came a graduate and practiced her profession
for twenty-four years with great success in
Nebraska and California. She retired, how
ever, when she came to this state.

Politically, Mr. Schermerhorn is a Repub
lican, and active; he is at present serving as
United States land commissioner, to which
position he \\'as appointed in 1902. He is a
royal arch and knight templar Mason, having
joined the order in 1871, and the royal arch in
1873. He also belongs to the A. O. U. W.,
and ~:Irs. Schermerhorn holds membership in
the Eastern Star, and the Degree of Honor.

....
,

GCSL\VE PLIGER was born in Det
mold. Germany, NO\'ember 16, 1855. was a
member of a family of six children. and at the

~

age of fourteen was thrown upon his own re-
sources for a liyelillOocl. Prior to that time
he had acquir.ed some education in the common
schools and immeeliatelv after learned the shoe-

•

maker's trade. which had been the vocation of
his father. He followed his trade in Germany
until .coming to America in 1883. when he lo
cated first in Chicago and later in southern
Illinois. where he made shoes and farmed until
removing to Iowa in 1885. In that state he
located first at Rockwill City where he fol
lowed shoemaking. and also operated a farm
near by. In 1889 he came to his pr.esent lo
cation one mile east of Paha and filed a home
stead. Owing to times being hard he was
compelled to do some olltside work in order
to support his family and improve his claim.
so he spent the following seven years employed
most of the time bv the Northern Pacific rail-.
road. He has continued since coming here to
acquire land as he became able to do so, so that
nbw he has three thousand acres. two thou
sand of which are in wheat and the balance he
uses for pasture for. his stock, of which he has
one hundred and fifty horses and twenty-five

cattle. All of his land is under fence a d h'
buildings are among the best to be fou

n
d I,

any Big Bend farm. n On
Mr. Pliger is the son of Adolph and L

(Erkman) Pliger, both of whom were ~na
and both died in Germany. rn

In 1882 Gustave Pliger was marri d
Pauline Busser, daughter of Henry and ~ar~~
11l1e (Coffer) Busser, natIve Germans. Her
father was a surveyor for the German govern
ment~ and her grandfather was a soldier in the
RUSSIan war of 1806. Her family numbered
four children. To this union ha\'e been bor
six children, Lena, Freda, Gustan. Marvo
Rudolph and Paul. ~,

Mr. and Mrs. Pliger are members of the
Lutheran church, In politics l\Ir. Pliger is
an independent voter, casting his ballot for the
man of his choice regardless of the candidate's
political creed. He has repeatedly held office
on his local school board.

In November, 1902, in company with his
daughter l\lIary, M r. Pliger went on a pro
longeel visit to his olel German home, returning
the following year, leaving the daughter in the
olel country to return later.

• ••

FR.-\.NK L. FROST is business manager
of the Farmers' \Varehouse Company at Lind.
though his family resides at Ritzville. He was
born in Kennebeck county! Maine. December
S. 1857. son of Charles E. and Mary A. (Hig
gins) Frost. also natives of Maine. \\'here the
father still lives engaged in farming and stock
raising, and where the mother died in 1902.

Charles E. Frost and wife were parents of
four children, three of whom gre\\" to ma
turity. Their names are, omitting the subject
of this sketch, Flora B., and Fannie M.: the
latter of whom is married. The family IS of
English ancestry, members of which were
among the earliest settlers in Amenca.

Frank L. Frost received a gooel gramm~r

school education and later took a course 10

the Monmouth ~cademy. Litchfielel academy.
and in the preparatory school of Bates ~ollege
at Lewiston. Maine. After completing hl: edu
cation he devoted his summer mon~hs I~ as
sisting his father on the farm and hIS Wlll

terS

in teaching school for five veal's. He then
~ '11 then

worked for two veal'S in a woolen ml ,
~
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to California in 1886. He traveled gen-
catne d' 88II ' over the state an III 1 9 he came to

S
era, m) Oregon, thence to POI tland, Oregon, '
ae , f . h P\rhere he worked or two years III t e ort-

land flour mill, III the capaCIty of wheat buyer
. the company. Thus he tra veled all over
~ . h d .Ie state in bUylllg w eat, an III 1901
~~ located in Ritzville in the employ
j the Fuget Sound Wheat Company of

Tacoma, remained two years, then came to
Lind since which time he has represented the
Far~ers' Warehouse Company, which concern
handles the major portion of the wheat har
rested tributary to Lind. Its warehouse is
the largest in the city.

Frank L. Frost was married to Flora B.
Ham, daughter of John Ham, of Androscoggin
COlillty, Maine, in the year of 1883, She died
in January, 1885, leaving one child, Edna E.,
\rho is living with Mr. Frost's father and other I
relatives in Maine.

In 1888 NIr. Frost was married to Emma
J. Howland, also a native of Androscoggill
county.

Politically, Mr. Frost is independent of any
party, and is decidedly liberal in his ideas.

•••

SYLVESTER L. VAN MARTER is a
truck and drayman of Lind, \Vashington. He
was born in St. Clair county, Michigan. March
24, 1863, the son of George "IV. and Jane
(Hitchcock) Van Marter, natives of Pennsyl
rania. and Holland, respectively, and of
Scotch-Irish and Dutch descent. They re
moved to Michigan in an early day when the
state was new, and the mother died there. The

. iather is now living in Grinnell, Gove county.
Kansas. They were parents of eleven chil
dren, seven of whom now live, Mrs. Mary Cut
ler. Mrs. Alvy Coln13n. Mrs. Sarah Mullhol
land. Mrs. Jane Moore, Henrv, Mrs. Elvira
Solein. and the subject of our ~ketch.

Sylvester L remained at home and attended
school until sixteen years of age, when he took
hiS destiny into his own hands. He first pro
CUred work on farms both in his native and
Oakland counties, then entered the lumber.
Woods in Roscommon county. Here he re
mallled until coming to Adams county in 1886.
He located at Lind and took employment with
the Northern Pacific,with which company he

remained one year, when he took a homestead,
purchased a section of land seventeen miles
west of Lind and farmed until 1899. He also
engaged quite extensively in the stock busi
ness. His homestead corners with the town of
Lind, and a portion of it he has platted and
has sold fourteen blocks of town lots. He
makes his home on this tract, and lives in a
handsome stone house.

Mr. Van Marter belongs to no political
party. He is a member and officer of the
I. O. O. F. fraternity, and belongs to the
Modern \Voodmen of America. During the
year of 1902 he was a member of the city coun
cil, and has been a member of the school board
of his city.

\Vhen Mr. Van Marter first came to Adams
county, in fact for seven years after. coming, he
found extreme difficulty in gaining a start. He
now, however, is well-la-do and is doing a
good business, the results of his pluck and
determination to win.

•••

CARL A. KOEPLIN is a stockman and
farmer residing five miles east of Ritzville,
born in Bucholz, Germany, September 29, 1860.
He is the son of Fred and Augusta (Reitz)
Koeplin. of Germany. where the principal part
of their lives was spent. The father died in
1884, whereupon the mother came to the
United States. The sisters of Mr. Koeplin
are: Minnie. married to John 'vVilson, Ritz
ville; Augusta, married to \V illiam Biermann,
Ritzville.

Mr. Koeplin receil'ed his early training in
the common schools of Germany, but his edu
cation was greatly retarded by his being com
pelled to leave school at the early age of ten
years to go to work on a farm. He came
to America in 1883. located in Nebraska. and
two years later came to \Valla Walla, \Vash
ington, near IVhich city he located a homestead.
In 1897 he disposed of his interests in Walla
\Valla county and came to Ritzville and to his
present locality. He has here three quarter
section of agricultural land, two-thirds of
which are under cultivation, and well improved.
He has good buildings, a large orchard. and
raises some cattle each year besides his farm
crops.

In 1893 occurred the marriage of Carl A.
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Koeplin to Augusta Pauers, daughter of
Ernest and Minnie (Meifert) Pauers, native
Germans. Mrs. Koeplin's mother died in Ger
many, and her father is now living with his
second wife. Mrs. Koeplin is a member of a
family of five children. three of whom are liv
i.ng. They are, besides herself; Carl and
Ernest. Her father has six children by his
second marriage. To Mr. and Mrs. Carl A.
Koeplin have been born seven children, named
as follows, Bertha, Albert, Carl, Vlilliam,
Amelia. Henry, and Amel.

Politically, Mr. Koeplin is a Republican,
and acth'e in the affairs of his county. He has
held the office of school trustee, and school
clerk. He "'as one of the signers of the peti
tion of statehood in 1889. Both Mr. and Mrs.
Koeplin are prominent members of the Luth
eran church, in which denomination our sub
ject holds the office of treasurer. Mr. Koeplin
is a farmer of unusual thrift and intelligence.
He came to the countv in indifferent circum-

•

stances. but by his good business judgment and
enterprise has succeeded in placing himself on
a footing with the most wealthy farmers of the
county. ., ..

RADFORD M. ANGELL was born in
Boone county, Missouri on January 2, 1832,
the son of Willis H. and l\iary R. (McCargo)
Angell. natives of Kentucky, where they were
proprietors of a fine plantation. Later, the
family moved to Missouri, \vhere our subject
was born. He was educated in the common
schools and remained with his parents until
t\venty-six years of age, then began farming
for himself. He continued this occupation in
:tIiissouri, until 1865, in which year he crossed
the plains to Oregon, locating in Yamhill
county, and taking up the stock business. This
was continued until 1878, when he came to
vVhitman county, vVashington. locating two
miles south of Palouse. There he followed the
dual occupations of farming and stock raising,
continuing the same until his death. which oc
curred in Ritzville July, 18. 1902, while he was
on a visit to his children. No man of the coun
try \\'as more universally beloved and respected
than Mr. Angell. His death was sincerely and
deeply mourned and was wide spread. He was
a devoted member of the Christian church,
while in fraternal affiliations, he was identified

with the A. F. & A. M. In political t
M l11a ters
1 r. Angell was a stanch Democrat. '

<?n November IS, T 1857, 1\'1r. Angell was
marrIed to Sarah M. Nye, the daughter of Dr
J. M. and Nancy (Callaway) N)·e. nati, f'
V· " d N h C· . res 0Irgll1ta an art a:olll1a, respectively. To
Mr. and Mrs. Angell eIght children were b
Willis H., Mrs. Joella Risley. John M' °I

m
,r • .'J "-1( am

\i\., Otts, deceased, Mrs. SIdney Jeffries 'I. .' ..\ rs
Mary J. RH~ger and Mrs. Lucy R. Gebert:
Mrs..Ang~l1 ~s at present r~s.iding in Ritzville
and IS enJoy1l1g her remammg years in the
~i?st of he.r .chilciren. Her fatl;er was a prac
ttcll1g phySICIan and surgeon ot Missouri and
a man possessed of a high sense of bonor.

•••

PHILIPP A. GRUB is a grain buyer and
land owner, with his home at Medical Lake,
and with business headquarters at Ritzville.
Born in Mommenheim. Germany. February 6,

. J 842. he is the son of Jacob and Elizabeth
(Elbing) Grub, native Germans. Both his
grandfathers were soldiers under Napoleon I
for years, having passed through many of the
great campaigns that made such fame for that
great French general. His maternal grand·
father was an officer in the French cavalry and
was with Napoleon at the burning of Moscow
and on the historic retreat from that Russian
city. He received a pension from the French
government until his death. His paternal
grandfather was a member of the French guard
at the great battles of Leipzig. Dresden. Hanan,
Bauzen and Lowenburg, and was intimately
associated with Napoleon through many hard
campaigns. His death occurred in Germany,
1870. Our subject's father left Germany.m

.1843. coming to Waukesha county, \Vlsconslll.
where he lived until his death in r895. The
subject's mother died in 1847. in Waukesha
cou~ty, \Visconsin. The father married a sec·
and time. and upon his death left one issue of
his first marriage, the subject of this biography.
and five by his ~econd, Dorothy, Adam, Jacob,
John and Magdalena. .

In his native country M r. Grub received a
common school education, but was compelled
to leave school at the age of sixteen and clerk
in a store, which occupation he followed ten
vears when he came to America in January,
~866.' He remained with his father a short
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. then went to Minnesota, where he learned
tune. H' d lk
h J rewer's trade. e agam accepte a c er -
tel dl'shi) in a store, followe t 1e vocatIOn two years,
the~ engaged in business at vVabasha, Minne-

a for four years. He then came to \Vash
50~0'n and passed through Ritzville, Sunday,
mo' . H S kOctober 19. 1881. . e ~vent on to ~6 ane
Falls. remained a bnef tIme, after whIch he
eturned to Medical Lake, where he was truly
r pioneer. He purchased a homestead right to
: tract of land eighteen miles west of Medi
cal Lake. On account of his knowing noth
ing about the business of farming, he was pre
rented from moving upon the place by Mrs.
Grub. so he settled in Medical Lake and formed
a business partnership with Messrs. Theilman
aud Sawer. Mr. Grub, after one year, sold his
interest in the business and entered that of
wheat buying, first in Cheney, then for the
old ~orthern Pacific Elevator Company. He
is now engaged in the business at Ritzville with
the Tacoma Grain Company.

?vIr. Grub ,vas married in 1870 to Clara E.
Dreyer. daughter of Fred and Elizabeth
iDech) Dreyer. who were natives of Germany,
and parents of twelve children. of whom only
fire are living.

Mr. and Mrs. Grub have been parents of
nine children, eight of whom are living, Philipp
H.. Milligan F.. Eva. l\1:argret, Frederick,
Harrv. Viola, and Carl Drever.. .

Philipp A. Grub is an active Republican. a
jlason, and a member of the Congregational
church.

Mr. Grub owns two hundred and eighty
acres of nice land on the banks of Medical
L1ke and on the estate are two small lakes
lrhich he has stocked with black bass. He sup
plies the Spokane markets in the season and
receives a good revenue from this enterprise.
H1s standing in the communitv is of the best
and his friends are many. -

•••

CHARLES D. OLSON is a prosperous
and highly respected tiller of the soil residing
51, miles north of Ritzville and was born in
~ '-
,odermanland, Sweden, August 8. 1866. the
son of Olof and J ohannah (Peterson) Olson,
nalJl'es of Sweden. in which country they now
ire. Besides the subject, thev are parents of

nck, Sophia, William and Josie Olson; the

only ones of whom are in America are the sub
ject of this sketch, \Villiam, who lives near
Ritzville, and Josie, in Illinois.

Until arriving at the age of fifteen, Mr.
Olson attended the common schools in his
native land. He then left school to engage in
farm work, and he also learned the carpenter's
trade, at which he worked over two years be
fore coming to America in 1886. After com
ing to this country he lived three years in Illi
nois, then came to Spokane in 1889, worked at
his trade for a time, coming to Adams county
with his brother to file on land. Each of the
brother~ took a homestead near Lind, which
they at once proceeded to cultivate and improve.
Our subj ect later sold his land and came to
his present locality, where he purchased a half
section of raw land, which he now has in an
excellent state of cutlivation and improvement.
In 19°1 he bought another half section adjoin
ing his first, since which time he has grown
between three and four thousand sacks of wheat
annuallv.-In 19°2 Mr. Olson was married to Annie
M. Nelson, also a native of Sweden. and daugh
ter of Nels and Sarah (Anderson) Nelson, who
came to America from Sweden in J 868, locat
ing it! Page county, Iowa. They came to this
state in 1899. since which time they have made
their home near Ritzville. They have been
parents of seven children, all of whon1 are liv
ing, namely: Sarah. Andrew, Carrie, Emma,
Augusta. Sophia, and Anna M.

Charles D. Olson is a sound Democrat in
politics. and a devout member of the Lutheran
church.

•••

PETER WAGENAAR, a prosperous
farmer living seven miles northeast of Ritz
ville. was born in Ostfrisland, Germany. May
24. 1852. the son of Albert and Anna (\Veber)
vVagenaar. natives also of Germany. The
parents came to America in 1871 and located
in Peoria, Illinois, where they lived the re
mainder of their Ii \'es. They were the parents
of nine children. seven of whom are living,
Paul. Edward. Henry, Katharine, Peter, Al
fred and Albert.

At the age of -fourteen, having received a
common school education. he learned the black
smith's tracie, and entered life upon his 011'11

responsibility. Three years later he came to
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Peoria, Illinois, from Germany, and com
menced \vork as a blacksmith in the coal mines.
He also farmed to a limited extent in Illinois,
but \\'orked principally at his trade until 1888,
\\'hen he came to \Vashington and located a
homesteatl in Adams county. Being.a poor
man with six children at the time of coming
here. he experienced many hardships and incon
veniences before getting fairly started in the
country, \vhich at that time was quit new. In
1895 he found it necessary to take a position as I
lineman on the construction of the Northern I
Pacific telegraph line, \\'hich he followed all I
through the states of Montana, Idaho, Oregon
and \Vashington. Since coming here he has I
continued to acquire land as he became able to I
buy until no\\' he has t\\'o sections of agrjcul
tural land. one thousand acres of which are
under culti\·ation. \vhich he farms himself. He
has his home \vell improved \\'ith good build
ings and all modern cOl1\'eniences, also an ex
cellent orchard. He haf\'ests annually an aver
age of ten thousand bushels of wheat.

On September 25, 1875, occurred the mar
riage of Peter \Vagenaar to Gretja Herrenga,
daughter of John and Hanke Herrenga. natiYes
of Ostfrisland. Germany. where they lived and
died. They were parents of fi\'e children, Her
man. Gretja, Martha. Dietrich. and Hartjen.
~fr. and Mrs. \Vagenaar have been parents of
nine children, Lena..\lbert..\nnie. Martha,
Katie. Harry, Paul, John and Mabel.

Politically ~Ir. \Vagenaar is a Democrat
and an active party man. He has been school
director in his district four years. and road
supen'isor t\vo years. He is a well-to-do and
scrupulously honest farmer. \I'ide-awake and
up-to-date in all his methods.

• I •

CARL M. OLSON was born in College
Springs. IO\va, March 13. 1878. He accom
panied his parents to Ritzville in 1884, at which
place he attended the public schools until ar
riving at the age of twenty, assisting in the
meantime, his father in the management of a
farm near to\\'n. In 1903 he. with his brother,
,\bner A .. purchased a half-section of land two
miles north and one and one-hali miles east of
RitZ\"ille. where he now lives, and where he
last year produced five thousand bushels of
wheat. and all their land is in a high state of
cultivation.

Mr. Olson's parents are John K and S
M. (Nelson) Olson, natives of Swed arah

A . . 868 en, \\'hocame to - menca m 1 , and settled i I .
I I . d' n OWa

W lere t ley remame untIl coming to Ritz .'11 '
Af " hi' \ 1 etel' arnvmg ere t ley hved two J'ea ... ' rs 10
town, then removed to their present h
which the father took as a timber culture. o~
1884 he purchased one section of adjoini
land, since which time he has erected first c1;g
buildings,-house and barn-and has all h

SS

land well improved and surrounded by fence. IS

Our subject is a member of a family of four
children, Carl M., Abner A., and John E. L.
besides himself, all of \\·hom are living with
their parents.

The senior Mr. Olson is liberal in his polii.
icaI views, and for two years creditably held the
office of county commissoiner of Adam,
county.

•••

FRED S.-\:\'DBRI:!'\K. RitZl"ille. Wash·
ing-ton. is a stone mason by trade. but at present
is engaged in farming three miles north of the
city just named. Born January 18. 1854. at
Hanover. Germany. he was the son of Fred a11(1
Mary (Boughman) Sandbrink. natives of the
same country as himself. where they ha\'e al
ways been and still li\'e. Our subject \\'as the
third in point of age of a family of six, \I'ho.
besides himself. are: Clara, Henry, lena.
Mary and Katie.

•

Mr. Sandbrink received his earl\' education
in Hustatte. Buer Kalis Molle. prO\'ince of
Hanover, and at the age of fourteen he leit
school to engage in farm work, \\'hich he fol
100\'ed four veal's. He then learned the stone-mason's trade and follo\\'ed it two years. He
also served two years in the imperial army.
He then re-engaged in working at his trade
until 1880. when he came to .-\merica and
located in Nebraska. Bere he li\'eel six years.
farming and plying his trade, then came to
Ritzville and filed on a homestead anel a tllnber
culture and also purchased a quarter se~tiol1 of
railroad land sixteen miles west of Rltzl'1l1e.
He disposed of part of his land and came to his
present locality in 1898. and the following year
bought four hundred and eighty acres to which
he has continued to add from time to time until
he now owns a section and a quarter, all renced
and well improved. He has the fin~st of farl1~
buildings and improvements, and raises as hlg
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'xteen thousand bushels of wheat in a sea-

as SI• • f h Ibeside;: a great quantity 0 ot er cerea s.
SO\red Sandbrink was married to Margaret
Bierman, daughter of C~rist and Ma~y
(Vouheder'j Bierman, natIve Germans. 111

I8&>. Mrs. Sandbrink has two sisters and two
brothers. Lena, Henry. LOUIsa and 'vVllham.

To this UllIon have been born five chIldren:
William, deceased: Fred, at the head of the
Sandbrink Piano House, of Spokane; John,
Henry and Charles, deceased.

NIr. Sandbrink is a determined and active
Republican, and a member of the Lutheran
church.

He is one of the highly respected and sub
stantial farmers of Adams county.

•••

THOMAS C. MARTIN, a prominent
merchant of V\Tashtucna, \iVashington, was
oorn in Pittsfield, Illinois, April 30, 1873, the
son of Oliver and Elizabeth (Stonbinger) Mar
tin, natives of Illinois. In 1852, the father
crossed the plains to California, and mined
three years. then came to Portland. He sen'ed
seren months in a volunteer company during
the Indian war of about that time, and in the
spring of 1856 he, with his brother T. W. Mar
tin. who111 he always had for a companion,
crossed the Snake river to the Palouse, \1" here
their supply of provisions became c-xhausted
and they were obliged to subsist nine days on
I1IJthing but horse flesh. Later Mr. IVfartin
went to Texas, and from there to Illinois, Pike
county, enlisted in the Civil war and served
in the Ninety-ninth Volunteer Infantry, Com
pany A, for four years. This service under
mmed .his health so that he died in 1875. His
\rIfe died ten days previously. They were par
ents of eight children, George, Effie, Mike,
Henry, Mary, Charles, T. c., and Oliver.

Our subject, who it will be noted, was two
years of age at the time of his parents' death,
;'as r;ared by his uncle, T. W. Martin, h.is
lathe~ s partner. The boy attended school 111 .

IhnOls and at the age of ten he came with his
uncle to Dayton, V\Tashing!on, remained there
SIX hhmont s. then came to Adams county where
~? were among the first settlers. The uncle
Red on a homestead and a timber culture near
Itzville. where he still lives renting his land

to th 'o ers. Thomas C. went to school in the

country until r892 v,hen he entered \Vhitman
college, \iValla \Valla, and at the age of twenty
one established the first store in Washtucna.
The business was a small one at first but rap
idly grew and prospered until 1901, when Mr.
Martin sold out. He took a trip to California,
and upon his return he purchased two sections
of land which he now owns.

In 1896 occurred the marriage of Thomas
C. Martin to Claudia V. Cooper, daughter of
John and Ella S. (Hunsaker) Cooper, the
former a native of England and the latter of
Missouri. John Cooper came to California
from the land of his nativity in 1855, about
which time Ella S. Hunsaker also arri ved in
that state, she having crossed the plains with
her parents. They came to Washington in
1881, since which time Mr. Cooper has been
engaged with the O. R. & N., and the W. & C.
railroads most of his time as a telegraph oper
ator. He is now living at Kahlotus, Franklin
county. Mr. and Mrs. Cooper are the parents
of seven children.

Politically. our subject is a Democrat, and
for four years he held the position of post
master at \Vashtucna.

• ••
ERNEST J. R-\RDWELL is a well-to

do farmer residing one mile south and the same
distance east of the post office of Griffith,
Adams county, \Vashington. Born in Kasota.
Lesueur county, Minnesota, September I I,

1874. he is a son of Chester R. and Mary E.
(Van Vleet) Bardwell. the former a native of
Pennsylvania, born in 1844. and the latter born
in Illinois in 1848. The father was a member
of the Sixth Minnesota Infantry during the
Civil war, served two years and was mustered
out of service at Fort Snelling, August ro,
1865. He was under the command of General
A. J. Smith of the Sixteenth Corps. as was also
a number of relati\'es of his, one of whom was
killed in battle and another wounded. After
the \I"ar Chester Bardwell lived in Wisconsin
and Minnesota until comillg to \Vashington in
1886. After coming here he lived three years
ill Ritzville. then removed to the horne of our
subject where he is now living. Besides the
subject of this sketch. Mr. and Mrs. Bardwell
have four children. Mrs. Rhoda M. Egbers.
Mrs. Eunice L. Myers, Mrs. Blanche La\"ender,
and Alpheus A.
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Ernest J. Bardwell received his early

schooling in the country schools of his native
county, and after coming to this state with his
parents he· attended the Ritzville schools: and
spent a year in Spokane business college, thus
receiving a fair working education. Until he
became twenty-two years of age Mr. Bardwell
lived with his parents, since which time he has
been farming for himself. He started out by
purchasing a half section of land in 18g8, which
with the half section of his father he had pre
v;ously rented, made him a whole section of
land which he farmed. In Ig02 he added an
other section to his holdings. He is now com
fortably situated, engaged in the stock raising
business in connection with his farming. He
also has a small but productive orchard.

Ernest J. Bardwell was married to Celia
C. Davis. daughter of T. J. Davis, in Ig02.

In pol itical matters M r. Bardwell is a stanch
and actIve member of the Republican party.
Mrs. Bardwell is a de\"out Christian, and wor
ships in the Christian church" On November
24, Ig03, a daughter, Eva G., was born to Mr.
and Mrs. Bardwell, and she is an only child.

•••

JAMES J. E~ 'GUSH. a farmer residing
four and one-half miles north of Ritzville, was
born in OntariQ, Canada, April 6, 1878. the
son of Coleman and Catherine (Johnston) En
glish, natives. respectively, of Canada and Ire
land. Besides the subject of our sketch. Mr.
and Mrs. English ,,"ere parents of h\'o children,
Bessie and Roy; besides whom. our subject has
hvo half brothers and one half sister, Edward,
Lowry and Jennie Hanna.

James J. English received his early school
training in his native country, and. his half
sister bringing him to RitZ\·ille when a lad
of thirteen, he continued his studies in the
grammar school.of this city, and at the age of
nineteen he was graduated from the ninth grade
of school. He then left school and bought a
farm of one hundred and sixty acres. and en
gaged in farming that and a half-section of
leased school land.

Soon after he came to Ritzville Mr. En
glish's mother came and made her home with
him and his half-sister. His father died in
Canada when the subject was six years of age.

Mr. English has his land all fenced and well

improved. He has a large barn. a d
eight-room house and a fine orchard. mo em

On June 18, 1902 . Occurred the ma .
fJJE

' rnage
a . . nghsh to Myrtle Starr, daughter o'
Ransom and JessIe (DrIver) Starr. Hermoth/
was the daughter of Rev. Dr I D D' r. . . nver
a wellclmown Oregon Methodist min' t '
Both of Mrs. English's parents are livi~s er.
Washington. They have been parents of s~v:
children, as follo,,"s, Paul D., Myrtle )f., Lottie
Lee, Merle R., Horace L., Frank J., and Rob
ert E. T.

Mr. and Mrs. English are members of th
~reth?dist Epi~copal ~hurch; and i\lr. Englis~
IS actively affihated. WIth the Republican party.
Mr. and Mrs. Enghsh have one child Paul C
born September 30, I g04. ,.,

• ••

JARED M. HARRIS,director of the King
MercantIle Company at RitzvIlle, \\'as bom in
Allegany county, New York, KO\'ember 2l,

1842 . His father \vas Anthony Harris a
• •

Pennsylvania farmer of Pennsv!l'ania birth
whose life was spent in the states of Penns)'l:
vania, New York, Illinois .and Wisconsin, and
whose death occurred February 26, 1876, aged
sixty-three. Mr. Harris' mother was Irene
(Anderson) Harris, born in Pennsylvania and
now living in Pierce county, \Visconsin, aged
eighty-three. Her father was a soldier in the
war. of 18 I 2. and came of one of the oldest
American families.

Jared M. Harris was reared principally in
Illinois and Wisconsin, was educated in the
district schools. and upon the outbreak of the
Rebellion he enlisted with Company A, Third
Wisconsin Volunteers, with which company he
served three years and a half. On October 16,
1861, at the battle of Boliver Heights, he was
shot through the right hand. He was engaged
in many of the desperately fought battles ot
the war. including Antietam. Gettysburg, Ch~n'
cellorsville and Lookout Mountain. Dunng
the time of his service he studied diligently,
and improved his education to a marked extent.
After the war he returned to his father's fann
in Wisconsin where he remained until 1865,, . ed
then removed to Autogama countv. remall1

- S ththere four years when he migrated to ou
Dakota. He remained here eight years. duro
ing which time he made final proof 011 a home'
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ead when he sold out, mainly on account of
~e ~sshoppers, and came. to \Valla Walla.
He arrived at \Valla Walla m 1877, and first
engaged in frelghtmg. In ~he meantnne he
filed a timber culture adJommg the townsite
of Ritzville, ·and removed his famIly upon hIs
newly acquired land. In 1887 he sold the
place to J. H. Spanjer, bought a half section
of railroad land and leased a section of school
land, cultivated this until 1890 when he re
moved to town, where he engaged in the livery
business which he subsequently sold to his sons,
sketches of whose lives appear elsewhere in
this history. Mr. Harris then engaged in the
implement business with. J. M. Comparet for
111'0 years, when the firm purchased the interest
of Ortho Dorman in the Dorman, Theil &
King implement company, which they encor
porated under the name as given in the initial
sentence of this sketch. Mr. Harris is travel
ing for his house the greater portion of his

. tIme.
)'1r. Harris has two brothers and three

sisters: Johnson, Almond, Antoinette, wife of
.\Imond Herrick, Ella, wife of Albert Man
well, and Viola, wife of Frank Sanford. Mr.
Harris was married in vVisconsin, June 25,

1865, to Augusta M. York, a native of Wis
consin, daughter of Frank and Eliza D.
(Cottrell) York, both born in New York state,
the mother being a member of the widely
known Cottrell family.

Mrs. Harris has two brothers: Albert J.,
and Wi11iam York, of Walla Walla and Ore
gon, respectively, and two sisters; Addie. wi fe
of D. H. Hawn. probate judge at Canton,,
South Dakota, and Mary, wife of James Gould,
of Confidence postoffice, Tuolumne county,
California.

To Mr. and Mrs. Harris have been born
six children : Jesse and Claude. sketches of
whose lives appear elsewhere in this volume;
Chfford, a student living at home; Nora. wife
of Samuel Edwards. a clerk with the Myers
Shepley company, Ritzville: Laura. wife of
J. ~. Comparet, manager of the King Mer
cant~~e Company; and Nettie, wife of D. W.
PettIJohn, of Pettijohn & Swenson, proprietors
of the Ritzville Ti.nles.

~r. Harris is an active and prominent fra
terUlty man, being a member of the Prairie
Queen lodge, K. of P., the K. O. T. M. and

the 'IV. B. Hazen post, G. A. R., of which he
has l:een commander for six years.

Mrs. Har.ris is an active member of the
Methodist Episcopal church.

In politics, Mr. Harris is identified as a
staunch member of the Republican party,
though he is not an especially active party
worker.

• ••

WILLIAM McKAY. a land owner and
retired railroad man at Ritzville. was born in
Scotland. June 22, 1848, and the following
year ,vas brought by his parents to Pennsylva
nia, and thence to Minnesota, where the prin
cipal part of his boyhood and young manhood
was spent. Reared on a farm and educated
in the graded schools of Winona, Minnesota,
he, at the age of twenty-one, removed to South
Dakota, where he remained ten years engaged
in farming on a homestead. In 1878 he came
to \Valla \Valla, remained one year, then came
to Adams county and built a home on the first
deeded lot in Ritzville, which lot was presented
to him by General Sprague. He conducted' a
hotel here for eighteen months, when his wife
died and he sold his business and engaged as
section foreman for the Northern Pacific rail
road. He remained in the employ of this com
pany for twenty years as section foreman and
one year engaged in other work, making in
all twenty-one years with one company. Dur
ing this time he also dealt heavily in land.

Mr. McKay was married at Canton, South
Dakota, to Sarah E. Martin, a native of \Vis
consin, daughter of Isaac N. and Elizabeth
Martin. Mr. Martin was born in Ohio, a
pioneer in \Visconsin ·and Dakota, and died
•
111 1902.

On July 18, 1393, at Ritzville, Mr. McKay
was married a second time his wife being Pa
tience Tull, born in Indiana. Her father was
a Civil War soldier, and died from wounds re
ceived in battle.

William McKay's father, whose Christian
name he bears, also was born in Scotland. He
settled in 1849.in Crawford county, Pennsyl
vania, removed five years later to Winona
county, Minnesota; and came to Washington
in 1879. He filed on land here, and is now liv
ing with his daughter, Mrs. J. G. Bennett, in
Ritzville. Our subject's other parent "'as in
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maiden life, Margaret Johnson, born and
reared in Scotland, came to America with her
husband and died at \Vinona, Minnesota. Mr.
McKay has no full brothers living, but has one
sister. Christina, widow of the late James G.
Bennett, a Ritzville pioneer, mentioned else
where in this work.

Mr. McKay is a member of the Maccabees,
and is a Republican in politics, though not an
active party man. Both he and Mrs. McKay
are members of the Congregational church.
Mr. McKay has the distinction of building the
first house in Ritzville, the lumber for which
came from Medical Lake, and the shingles
from Coeur d'Alene, Idaho. In those days
most all supplies were hauled by wagon from
\Valla Walla and Colfax.

•••

FRED H. RICHARDSON. One of the
enterprising and promising young business men
of Ritz"ille, Washington, is Fred H. Richard
son, a grain buyer in the employ of the Tacoma
\Varehouse and Ele"ator Company. Mr. Rich
ardson was born in Steuben county, Indiana,
June 30, 1875, but might almost be classed as
one of the "native sons," since Ritzville has
been his home since his twelfth year of age.
He passed through the grammar school here,
after which he took a commercial course in
the \\Tilson Business college of Seattle which
gave him a thorough education as a bookkeeper
and man of business. After leaving school
he at once engaged with his father in the grain
buying business, but in 1902 the senior Rich
ardson r,emO\'ed to Quincy, \Vashington, since
which time our subject has been with his pres
ent company.

Mr. Richardson is a member of Prairie
Queen lodge, K. of P., of Ritzville. as well as a
member and local secretary of the National
Association of Book-Keepers and Accountants.
He belongs also to \Vheatland lodge, No. 95,
Ritz\'ille, 1. O. G. T., and is a Democrat,
though not an active man in his party.

Fred H. Richardson is the only son of Da
vid and Viola (Hoffman) Richardson, both
no\\" living at Quincy, Douglas county. The
father was born in Michigan and the mother in
the state of New York. David Richardson is
a land owner, and is proprietor of the townsite
of Quincy.

Our subject has one sister Blanch "
f CI L H I 'e, Wile

o arence. 0 comb, prosecuting att
of Adams county. orney

Fred H. Richardson is a man of exem I
h b· . h f . p arya Its, stralg t- orward and honorable h.. d' c ar
actenstlcs an unquestIoned integrity. He has
!nends wIthout number, and is regarded as be
mg a young man of such general qualificatl'o

. h' f nsas to msure 1m uture success in the soc' I
and business world. la

•••

. CLARENCE L. HOLCOl\m. prosecut
mg attorney of Adams county, is a native of
Fort Branch, Indiana, born October IS, 1871.
He is the son of Silas M. and Mary A. (Hop
kins) Holcomb, a brief history of whose fami
lies is incorporated with the sketch of our sub
ject's brother, Oscar R. Holcomb, to be found
elsewhere, as is also the names of 1\1r. Hol
comb's brothers and sisters.

Mr. Holcomb's education was attained in
the graded and high schools of his native cin',
he having been graduated from the latter i~
stitution in 1888, and later at the Indianapolis
Un iversi ty, from the law department of which
he was graduated in 1895. After his gradu
ation from the high school he entered news
paper work. and for two years was a member
of the editorial staff of the Evmzs-uille COl/rier.
He read law and was admitted to the bar at
Evansville in I893,-two years prior to his
leaving the Indianapolis school. Immediately
after graduating he located and entered prac
tice at Petersburg, Indiana, leaving there for
Ritzville in 1899. In the meantime he served
one term as county attorney of Pike county,
Indiana, and was re-elected to that office
in 1898, still being its incumbent when
he came to Ritzville on a vacation. He
came here to visit his brother, and.
being so pleased with the future outlook
of the Big Bene!. he decided to rema1l1. so sent
in his resignation as county attorney of PIke
county, and before the summer ,vas o\'er was
acting as city attorney. of Ritzville. an office
he has held continuously ever since. In 1<)00

. , at' <\damshe was elected prosecutmg attorney , .
I d · NY? runntngcounty and was re-e ecte Il1 I ,,~-. 1

' . 1at t leahead of his ticket at each electIOn. ant
d th r can-last election he ran far heyon any 0 eel ted

didate except J. C. Shomo, who was ec
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sh riff. NIr. Holcomb has always been an act
. e and aO'gressive Democrat, and did hardIve b .

'ork for his party even before he was entitled
;' vote and as an official he has conducted him
oil in 'a manner that reflects credit both upon
~mself and the party that placed him in his

IXJsition.
On April 4, 1900, occurred the marriage of

C. L. Holcomb to Blanche Richardson, a na
lire of Kansas, the marriage taking place in
Ritzville. Mrs. Holcomb is a daughter of
David and Viola (Hoffman) Richardson, the
former a native of Indiana and the latter of
Xew York state. They are now living at
Quincy, Douglas county, vyashington, where
Mr. Richardson IS an extensive land and town
siteproprielor. Mrs. Holcomb has one brother,
Fred, agent of the Tacoma \Varehouse & Ele
ratar Company, Ritzville. The sale issue of
the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Holcomb is a
little girl, Mary Clarice. Mr. Holcomb is a
member of Prairie Queen lodge, number thirty
six. K. of P., of which he is past C. c., and also
member of the grand lodge.

• ••

WILLIAM BIERMANN is one of the
representative German farmers of Adams coun
ty and resides two miles southeast of Ritz
ville. He owns tv."O sections of agricultural
and pasture land all of which is well improved
with good buildings, plenty of fences and abun
dance of machinery. His residence is a modern
eleven room edifice costing over five thousand
dollars and is one of the best farm houses in
Adams county. His orchard is a splendid one
and everything about the place indicates a man
of ability and thri ft. .

William Biermann was born in Hanover,
Germany. Decenlber 8, 1862, and attended the
common schools there until fourteen years of
age when he came to the United States and ]0
cated in J\ebraska. There he followed farming
until 1885, when he came on to Walla \Valla
'\'hence later, he journeyed to the vicinity of
RitZVille and took a homestead and timber. cul
ture. These Claims he sold in 1895 and pur
chased a fine estate where he now resides.

At Walla \Valla on August 8, 1884. occur
red the marriage of Mr. Biermann to Miss Au
gusta (Reitz) Koeplin, also a native of Ger
many. To this union ten children have been

born, Carl, Willie, Henry, Minnie, Lena, Rich
ard, Eddie, Clara, Elsie and an infant unnamed.

Mr. Biermann has t\\·o sisters, Mrs. M.
Sandbrink and Mrs. Louise Signan residing
near Ritzville; Mrs. Biermann has two sisters
and one brother, Mrs. Minnie \Vilsind, Amelia
Rushmere, both near Ritzville and Carl Koep
lin, a sketch of whose life appears in another
portion of this history. Mr. Biermann is one
of the substantial agriculturists of Adams coun
ty and takes a marked interest in e\'erything for
its upbuilding. He is a Republican, is greatly
interested in educational and general affairs
and is known as a progressive and good man.
He and his wife are members of the German
Lutheran church.

.'..
JAMES F. FLETCHER, who r,esides at

Fletcher postoffice is one of the leauing agri
culturalists of that portion of Adams county,
was born on February 3. 1849. eight miles
from Baltimore. Maryland. his parents being
Samuel and Mary Furniss Fletcher. The father
was engaged in milling until 1861, when he
turned his attention to farming, having mi
grated to ?vlissouri in 1853. His death occurred
in Clark county, Missouri, in 1881, his wife
ha\'ing passed away in 1876. He was of
Scotch-Irish ancestry and the mother de
scended from English lineage. Our subject re
ceived his education in the common schools of
Missouri and started in life for himself
on the old home, being in partnership
with his brothers. This continued until
he was thirty-two years of age. In June,
1884. he came to \Vashington anti located a
pre-emption where he now li\·es. four miles
northwest from Fletcher. Later. he filed on a
110mestead on the same land and has purchased
since until he has eight hundred acres. It is
all fertile and good agricultural land and is
handled in a becoming manner. All improve
ments that are needed are in evidence and Mr.
Fletcher is counted one of the thri ity and sub-

I stalltial men of this portion of the county.
On March 12, 1882, Mr.. Fletcher was mar

ried to Miss Armita McKee. Her father.
Captain \Villiam McKee, a native of Indiana
married Elizabeth Duncan, who was born in
Kentucky. He was captain of the Se\'enth
lVIissouri Cavalry and was killed on the battle-
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field December 8, 1862. The G. A. R. of
Clark county, Missouri, is named William
McKee post in his honor. Mr. and Mrs. 'Flet
cher are the parents of three children, \Villiam
C, born June 26, 1885, now a student in the
Ritzville high school. He has also attended
the Agricultural College at Pullman; Oltis S.,
born December 24, 1888, also attending the
Ritz\'ille high school; Nettie May, born April
2 I, r893, at school. ~'1r. and Mrs. Fletcher
know by experience the pioneer life and the
hardships connected with the same but being
possessed of strength and enterprise they have
\\·eather.ed all those trying times and mani
fested meal1\\'hile an uprightness and stability
that commend them to all worthy people. Dur
ing the twenty years of NIr. Fletcher's resi
dence here, he has been justice of the peace
eighteen years. He or hIs wife has been di
rector for fifteen years. They are very enthus
iastic laborers for educational advancement
and in fact for everything that tends to build
up the country and develop it. They ar.e

worthy and substantial people and always keep
full\' abreast of the times. Politicall\', Mr.

J J

Fletcher is a Democrat while in fraternal re-
lations. he is affiliated \\'ith the 1. O. O. F. He
is a member of the Baptist church and YIrs.
Fletcher is an earnest worker in the Christian
denomination. Our subject has the following
named brothers and sisters, Jane Shuler. de
ceased: .'!alissa Gammon, at Pomeroy, \Vash
ington: ~\manda Thompson. at Pomeroy; Ann
Anderson. LeaveJl\\'orth. Kansas; Pheby Jd
frey in California: Ella Best. Lind, Washing
ton; John T., in Clark county, Missouri; James,
who died in a military prison, in 1862; Benja
min P .. Bluff City, Kansas. Mr. Fletcher has
three brothers and t\\·o sisters and one half
brother, who are named as follows: Edward,
William C, John, Mary and Nettie. deceased,
Colwell Smith, all of Clark county, Missouri.

•••
EDGAR DEWITT GILSON. sheriff of

Adams county, and one of the most enterpris
ing pioneer citizens of Ritzville, was born in
Middleville, Barry county, Michigan, June 26,
r858. At an early age he accompanied his par
ents to Nebraska, where the family located for
a short period in Platte county.' \Vhen he was
eight years of age his father. \Villiam Booker
Gilson, joined the swelling tide of emigration

\ then setting strongly toward the \\'e t -
I h I · 'fh s, and

c~osse( t e p all1s. ey settled near Alban.
Lll1n county, Oregon, where those of th f l,
ily remaining still reside. e am-

The subject of this sketch came to Ad
county, \Vashington, March 3, 188- andal~
rd' I' R' ~'1a,Ive contll1uous y 111 Itzville, the county seat
for the past twenty years. From r88S to 188~

he was deputy county auditor. During th~
year r888 he was clerk 111 the general mercanfl
establishment of N. H. Greene & Son. ~~
r889 he establIshed a real estate and insuranc
business which he still conducts. Commenc~
ing in 1890 Mr. Gilsou \\'as alternately city
marshal, police judge and justice of the 'peac~

During the three years bet\yeen 1895 and 1898
he \\'as deputy sheriff. This \\'as follo\\'ed by
his election to the offices of county clerk and
clerk of the superior court. Through eight S\1C
cessi\'e terms he held the office of city clerk of
Ritzville. November 8, r904, he was elected
sheriff of Adams county, \Vashington. :'Iside
from these political positions ;\lr. Gilson is at
present secretary of the \Vashington State
Press Association, and is a delegate elect to
the 1\ational Editorial Association which meets
in Guthrie, Oklahoma, the present year, 190j.

The business enterprises of our subject
cover a wide range. He is the sole owner of
the "Gilson" brick and granite business block
at the corner of Railroad ayenue and C street,
and is half owner of the new brick building
and extensive printing plant of Gilson &
Thompson. His attractive and comfortable
home on Knob Hill is shared by his wife, iour
boys and a daughter, all the children attending
the public schools of the city. He is manager
and half owner of the Gilson-Thiel Oprea
House.

Sheriff Gilson is editor and manager of the
Adams County Ne'ws, a popular weekly nell'S
paper. Of this enterprise he assumed charge
November 23, r898. A £till description of thl;
complete plant, editorial office and well-known
facilities for turning out a fine line of pnntll1g
of every description will be found in the ch~r
ter devoted to the "Press of Adams County.

•••
SAMUEL GLENN has a very fine estate

about three miles southwest from Fletcher and
in addition to handling this in a first class
manner gives attention to operating a large
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reshing outfit during the. harvest seasons of
t~ 'ear. In all these labors, he has shown
~~~tive ability and thoroughness which have
. success and placed hIm as one of the lead-.on .

. ~en of the commumty.
109,,' b . 0Samuel Glenn was orn m .range county,
I diana on March 25, 1858, bemg the son of
~ias al;d Anna (Tarr) Glenn, natives of Ohio.
Then they Journeyed to IndIana wher.e the
family home was until th~y.both died. The
father followed. black~I?lthmg. They we:e
the parents of eIght cn~ldrcn: Mrs. Hattie
\I·ood. Elisha. Mrs. Martha Starrett. Mrs. J u
lia Widlnan, Mrs. Maria E. Heil, Elias, Mrs.
~Iary Moore, Samuel, who is our subject.
Samuel began to attend the public schools of
his natil"e county when quite young and con
tinued studying until fourteen years of age,
at which time he was forced to step out in the
\\orId for himself. He learned blacksmithing
and followed the same for twenty-six years.
Afterward. he went to Illinois spending one
rear and then lived seven years in Kansas.
He afterward came on to \Vashington and on
December 24, 1887. he filed on a homestead.
In February. 1888. he moved on this home-
stead and still resides here. That was the
nucleus of his large estate. He moved the
family here shortly after coming and com
menced the good work of opening up a farm.
He has conducted that since and at various
times he purchased more until he has now two
full sections. twelve hundred acres of which
are producing- first class wheat. He has three
"ery fine wells on the estate and a good or
chard. the land all under fence and comfort
able buildings.

In 1881. Mr. Glenn married Miss Alice
~[organ. the daughter of David and Sarah
(Deal) Morgan. natives of Indiana. who
moved to Missouri in 1881. and in 1896 jour
neved thence to Washington. Thev are now
liring in Adams county. Seven children h"lve
been born to them, four of whom are living-.
named as follows. Alice. wife of our subject.
~[illard. Luther. Arthur. To Mr. and Mrs.
Glenn the following named children have
been born; Samuel N .. on October 19. 1882. at
Keelville. Kansas; Walter, E .. on December
20,1883. at Neutral. Kansas: Iva B.. on July
II, 188:;: Charles H. on Februarv 1 I. 1887... , -'
at Keell"ilIe. Kansas: Earl. on July I I. J 889.
at Fletcher. Washington; Della. on December

66

12, 1892, at Fletcher, \Vashington; Hattie A.,
on August 23, 1894; Fred, on Septembe~ I,

I 8~)7; L 1ura M., on July 8, J 900; Claud L.,
on l\;'Iarch 26, J 902 ; and Theodore R., on N 0
vember 16, 1904. In addition to handling his
property interests in first class shape, Mr. Glenn
always shows marked activity in the political
campaigns, ever supporting the Republican
party. He has frequently served as school di
rector and for two ternlS was road o\'erseer.
He also is interested in fra!e:"I1al matters and
is a member of the A. F. & A. M. and the 1.
O. O. F. He and his wife are members of the
Methodist church and are de\'out supporkrs
of the faith.

• ••

ADOLPH ECK was born on the banks
of the historic Rhine, in Germany, on January
19, J852. He now dwells about four miles
southwest from Fletcher and gives his atten
tion to general farming and stock raising. His
parents, William and Christina (Ort) Eck.
\\"ere nati\'es of Germany and there remained
until their death. The father followed mer
chant tailoring. They were the parents of
eleven children whose names are given as fol
lows. John. William. Adelpt, Joseph. Johan.
Gerhart. Theodore. Freel. Peter. Barb;lra and
Lizzie. Our subject was placed in a pri,'ate
school taught by the Catholic fathers and there
studied until twelve years of age, when his
father died and he was forced to go to work to
assist in the support of the younger members
of the family. He continued thus until 1881
when he determined to make a voyage to the
new world, believing that opportunities await
ed him her.e better than in his native land. He
located in St. Paul. Minnesota, and there la
bored until 1888 in which year he came to
Eugene. Oregon. The next year. he was in
Portland and before 1889 had- finished its
course, he landed in Adams county and took a
homestead where he now lives. He has
bought three fourths of a section of land in ad
dition and now has a very choice farm of six
hundred and forty acres all in a high state of
cultivation and excellentlv improved. He has
a nice orchard and handles some stock.

In Minneapolis. Minnesota. in 1886. Mr.
Eck married Miss Gertie Kuntz. a nati\'e of
Germany. where also her parents were born
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and died. She had six brothers and sisters.
Mr. and l'l'1rs. Eck have three children, Mary
}., .Margar,et C, and Joseph H.

In politics, our subject is decidedly liberal.
He reserves for himself the right to take up
independently the questions and decide them
without the restriction of party ties. He
belongs to the Catholic church and has reared
his family in that faith. Mr. Eck is deserv
ing of much credit for, the manner in which he
has labored in Adams county and in the im
provements that he has made. He has ever
shown himself a man of good determination,
industry, and thoroughness and has won many
friends.

•••

FRANK HAMBLEN. Adams county
has a large quota of wealthy farmers and no
class of people have done as much for the coun
ty as those who till the soil. There is no doubt
that the prominence in which this political
division reaches today has been gained through
the progressiveness and industry of those who
opened up wild prairies and barren wastes and
transformed them into cultivated farms and
fertile fields. Not least among this worthy
class is the subject of this article who resides
three miles south of Delight, where he handles
an .estate of over one thousand acres. Frank
Hamblen was born in Sidney. Fremont coun
ty, Iowa, on July 23. 1866, being the son of
Leven and Mary (Spitler). nati"es of Ohio and
Germany, respectively. The mother came to
America when six years of age and her parents
settled in Illinois. In that state, she was mar
ried in 1844, and there remained until 1860,
then the familv moved to Fremont county,

• •
Im,·a. dwelling fourteen years in that section.
Next thev ,yent to Missouri. Then lVII'S.
Hamblin . took her children to Iowa. set
tling in M,onona county and continuing
there for five veal's. In 1888 they came
to \ Vashington. 'locOiting at Endicott, \Vhit
man county. whence she came to Adams
countv. She is now seventy-six years old, well
prese;ved and the mother of fifteen children,
nine of whom are living, named as follows;
CYrus. Ann. Thomas. Leven" Sophia, Mar
garet. Frank. Grant, Sherman. The other six
who are deceased are given below. Alfred,
Ada, Nancy, Lulu, and two who died in in
fancy.

Frank was educated in the COl1lmo h
of his native place where he resided andsc ools

f · b ' n at theage 0 nmeteen, egan the duties of I'f
h · If FIeforImse. or two years, he labored with his
brothers, Sherman and Leven at stock '.
. Wh' ralStng111 Itman county. In 18"" he ca. ,,~, me to
Adams county, locat1l1g on land where h.. . e now
reSides. HIS brothers are stili working .' h
I . d . h \\It
11m an ~n 1902, t ey sold their stock and gave
their entire attentIOn to farming. The est t
is well fenced and supplied with abundanceao~
fine water and IS as good as there is in the coun.
ty. Mr. Hamblen is a prosperous man and reo
ceives the respect of the entire community.

In 1894, occurred the marriage of Mt.
, Hamblen and Bertha Bowers. She is the

daughter of A. and Elizabeth (Spry) Bowers
natives of Ohio. As early as 1846, thev set:
tied in Iowa and in 1869 changed thei( resi.
dence to Missouri. Six years later, they went
back to Illinois and in 1880 came to Nebraska.
Eight years after that, they journeyed west
and settled where they now reside in Adams
county. The father keeps the Delight post
office and to him and his wife, seven children
have been born named as follows; Marion,
Levina, Sarah, Rose F., Edward, Joseph and
Bertha. To Mr. and Mrs. Hamblen, four
children have been born, William, Harry, Asa
and Clarence.

In political matters, we find our subject an
ardent supporter of the Prohibition principles,
while in church relations he and his wife be
long to the Methodist denomination.

•••

LEE F. MOORE is one of the industrious
farmers of Adams countv and dwells about
six and one-half miles s~utheast from Lind.
He was born in Indian Territory, on Septem
ber 3, I88!. His parents, E. B" and ~iola
J. (Penny) Moore, were natives ?f IllinOIS
and Ohio, respectively and are mentIOned else
where in this volume. After coming wes~ our
subject settled with his parents in Garfield
county. Washington, where he received hIS
education in the public schools, attendmg most·

, Iv the Blue Mountain school. Later, howev~,
he studied some in Adams county after t e
family moved hither and at the ag-e of ei~hteen
laid aside his books and gave his attentIOn to
assisting his father. He has noW secured an
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., .
ROBERT L. WATSON has shown by

his well directed and industrious labors in
Adams county that he is a man possessed of
ability and thrift sufficient to win an excellent
success here. He resides about two miles north
"'est from Delight, where he O\\'ns a choice
estate of wheat land.

Robert L. was born in Iroquois, Illinois,
on November 30, 1871. His parents. Alex and
Catherine (Baird) \\latson. \vere natives of
Scotland and came to America when children.
Thev settled in Canada. later crossing the line
into"the States and in 1867. located in Illinois.
In 1880. thev went west to Nebraska and eight
years later. c·ame on to \Vashington. They lo
cated where thev now live in Adams county
and are \vell k~()wn and substantial people.
Thev are the parents of nine children. named
as fo11O\vs: James. Elizabeth, Alexander, Vvill
iam David. Catherine, Andrew, Mary and, .

Robert. Our subject received his education in
Illinois. Nebraska and Adams county. Mak
ing the best of his opportunities, he studied in
the public schools in these various places. He

his estate now one-half section. This is all in
a high state of cultivation, fenced, provided
with buildings, supplied with water and so
forth and is a nice ranch. In addition to this,
l\Jr. Rouse rents fourteen hundred acres of
land, eight hundred of ,vhich he farms to
wheat. He has about twenty-five head of
horses, some very fine blooded stock, abund
ance of machinery for his farm and is a well
to do and prosperous man.

On June 17, 1900, Mr. Rouse married Miss
Maude :\olan. Her parents, M. C. and Sarah
F. (Harbert) Kolan, were natives of Texas,
and there remained until 1898, when they
journeyed to Adams county. Three years la
ter, 1\1arch I, 190 I, the mother was called
away by death, but the father still resides in
this county. They were the parents of three
children, Brent, Mead and Monty. To Mr.
and Mrs. Rouse, one child, Leta, has been
born.

In political affairs, we find our subject in
terested in and supporting the principles of the
Democratic party. He and his \\·iie are mem
bers of the Christian church and are well
kno\\'l1 as very substantial and intelligent
people.

• ••

HOWARD B. ROuSE is one of the
younger men of Adams county whose thrift
and industry have assisted materially in build-

• •
ing up the country from a barren waste to one
oi the most \\'ealthy in the state of Washing
ton, He resides ten miles southeast from Lind
and gives his attention entirely to farming.
Howard B. Rouse was born in Gree11lvood.
~ebraska, on September 21, 1875, the son of
J. S. and Sarah (Scroggin) Rouse, natives of
\\"isconsin and Iowa, respectively. The par
ents made settlement in Kebraska in early days
then moved to Pomeroy, \Vashington, in 1876.
onr subject being but one year of age. In
1&)0, he came to Adams county and engaged I
In stock raising and farming. On October 5,
I&)i. the father finished his pilgrimage and
Iras buried ,vith becoming ceremonies in this
Western country that he had assisted to open
and build up. The mother had died at Pom
eroy, in 1886. They were the parents of seven
children, ~orah. Arthur, Carrie, Homer, How
ard, Claude and Irvin.

Howard B. was educated in the district
~hOOls of Garfield and Adams counties and at
: e ~rly age of sixteen, started out to do
or himself. For five years he labored for '
~'ab ges on the farms. then took up land and

ler purchased a quarter section more, making

, est in eio'ht hundred acres of land, all in
IOler" .

I ration and fenced and productIve of ex-
eul!~nl returns in wheat. The place is provided
ce, h rrood buildings and is farmed by our sub
wit b

jedOn Jul\' 2, 1903, Mr. Moore married Miss
Mary 1., 'daughter of Jerry and Fannie L.

, (LeDoux) Blair, natives of Canada and Min
esola respectively. Mrs. Moor.e has one
~rolh:r, Frank, who is now deceased. Mr.
Blair dwells in Adams c~unty, bemg 11I~mbered
.jlh the tillers of the sOlI here. HIs '\"Ife ·dled

~ecentl\'. :'lr. Moore is a Prohibitionist and
is agood expounder of the principles which he
holds in politics.

He and his wife are members of the Chris
tian church and are exemplary people. They
haremanv friends and ha\'e started in life with
hright prospects. On May 18, 1904, a dau~h
tef \ras born to Mr. and Mrs. Moore, \vho died
the following day.
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continued with his father until twenty-four
years of age and when twenty-one took a
homestead where he now lives and began to
improve it. He has added since by purchase
until he has one section of fine wheat land, all
improved, fenced and provided with good
buildings, water and so forth.

In February, 1903, Mr. \Vatson married
Miss Alice Harris. Her parents, John and
Emma (George) Harris, were natives of In
diana and among the early pioneers to the
\Valla \Valla country, being but children when
they came there. The father did freighting
all through this country in early days. They
were in \ Valla \Valla before the to\Y11. was
started. Eight children \vere born to this
worthy couple, Mar.y, deceased; vVilliam,
George, Eva, John, Alice, Edgar, deceased;
Rosie.

Politically, Mr. \\'atson is an active Repub
lican. He takes pains to keep hililself well in
formed on the issues of the day and is a man
up-to-date and progressive. Fraternally, he is
a member of the M. \V. A. and the 1. O. O. F,

•••

JOHX F. IRBY, postmaster at Ritzville,
\Vashington. \vas born on December 30, 1869.
at Aurora, ::\lissouri. Reared principally in
La IYrence county, of that state, his education
was obtained in the district schools, supple
mented by a two ~'ears' course in the Baptist
college at Pierce City. Missouri. After ac
quiring his education Mr. Irby worked for two
years in the employ of a hardware merchant,
after \vhich he entered the lead and zinc mines
of his state where he worked as shift boss and
prospect driller. Later he and his father owned
the Hays City mines, which they operated with
success for a number of years. In all, Mr.
Irby was engaged in mining nine years, then
came to vVashington, an in 1898 he made his
advent in Ritzville. Since coming here he has
followed the business of well-drilling and has
also farmed. He took a homestead upon com
ing to Adams county, but later commuted it.
He now owns two and three-fourths sections
of land. nine hundred and fifty acres of which
he had cropped to wheat in 1904.

On March 18, 1903, John F. Irby was ap
pointed postmaster to succeed George Sinclair,
Sr., and has proven to be an able and obliging
official.

Mr. Irby numbers among his ance
f h f . stars

some ° t e oremost and most historic I
f \ . H' Claro

acters 0 t llS country. IS father was I I.
I b bo . M" Slam
r y, rn 111 Issoun, January 12 184" d

h· , -, an
IS parents,-grandparents of our subje t

were from Virginia, being members of the\id
southern Irby family which settled in VI'rO" .

. bUlla
durmg the seventeenth century. It \\'as a fam.
ily of marked distinction throughout the sOUlI
and one member, J. L. M. Irby, \\as a unit~
States senator f,rom North Carolina for six
years. Mr. Irby s mother was born In Tennes
see, from which state her parents also came
and was one of the old and historic Thoma;
family, her name being Anna (Thomas) Irby,

She was married to Isham Irby in the state ~f

Missouri, and died in Aurora, June 27, 189'.
Isham Irby now lives at Springdale, .\rkansa;,
where he conducts a farm, and is a man of great
influence and friends almost without number.

John F. Irby has four brothers and tll'O sis
ters living: Nathan E., an ..\dams count)'
farmer, near CUlmingham ; James "'., a miner
of Galena, Kansas; Spencer S.. a well-driller
of Ritzville: Charles T .. a base ball player. of
Ritzville; Lillie M., wife of Frank Windle.
in Galena, Kansas; and Anna M., \\ife of Ray
A. Treadwell, of Cunningham.

On August 23, 1890. at Aurora. Missouri,
occurred the marriage of John F. Irby to Hes
ter E. Bem\ard, born in Clinton, I1linois. and
daughter of John M. and Elizabeth ~I.

(Stoops) Benward. Her father was a nati\'e
of New Jersey. Mrs. Irby has two brothers
and the same number of sisters, whose names
are: Charles F., a Ritzville drayman; Frank
B., a Cunningham farmer: Nettie. wife of El·
mer Lemasters, who operates a farm for. ~Ir:
Irby. near Cunningham; and Annie. Wile at
William Ludwick, a farmer of Beaumont,
Kansas;

To 1\1r. and Mrs. Irbv have been born four
children, Edith G., Joh~ .C, and Bernice E.,
aged respectively ten and seven years and fi\e
months; and Charles C, deceased. \vho was
the third one born.

Mr. Irby is a member of the Modern Wood
men, and both he and Mrs. Irby are meI1lbers
of the Baptist church. .

In politics Mr. Irby is a stanch Repubhcan.
and his name is inseparably connected With
the history of his party in Adams count)' dur
ing recent years. He is now chairman of the



JOHN F. IRBY



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY. 885

• • •

t ' central committee, and has been a dele-
-, . Hto county and state conventIOns. e has
ga,teattended conventions of his party in Mis
aso
souri as a delegate, and has always been an

tive party worker. Mr. and Mrs. Irby are
a~ominent socially and are accorded the friend
;hip and respect of a large circle of acquaint
ances.

ARTHUR V. MORGAN whose father ,
T. M. Morgan has been one of the prominent
pioneers of Ada~s COU~lty, as well as a leading
citizen of today, IS speCifically mentioned in an
other portion of this work. His mother is
Rachel (Barnes) Morgan. Our subject was
rom in Bethel, Oregon, in November, 1881,
and was with his parents in their various tray
cis in evangelistic work through the different
portions of the northwest. His education was
received at Moscow and in Adams county, the
same being obtained from the public schools.
At the age of nineteen. he began labors in Ii fe
ior himself and at once secured possession of
one hundred and sixty acres of land through
purchase. He added as much more by home
stead and now has the entire estate all under
cultivation, well fenced and provided with
plenty of good water besides other improve
ments. Mr. Morgan has thrown an enerooy
and thrift into his labors which stamp him "'';s
one of the progressive and successful young
men in Adams county and presaging the fu
nlre by the past, we may safely say that at no
distant time, he will be one of the wealthy men
oi this section •

In political matters, like his father, he is
an enthusiastic Prohibitionist. Fraternallv, he
IS a member of the W. \V. and in church re
lations follows in the steps of his father, being
amember of the Christian church.

• ••

d S!MON H. MORGAN is one of the in
ustnous agriculturists of Adams county who

has won good success and is to be credited
~~th much lahor in making the country what
~ IS tOday. He resides about three miles south
/otn. Delight where he gives his attention to
annlng and also raising some stock.

tv Simon H. Morgan was born in Coos coun
d Oregon, on March 27, 1875, the son of T.

M. and Rachel (Barnes) Morgan, ,yho are
mentioned elsewhere in this volume. The fa
ther moved to various sections of the country,
in the pursuit of his calling, that of preaching
the gospel, and our subject received his educa
tion where the family lived. He remained
\yith his parents until twenty-one years of age
then began life by working out on the farms
adjacent and later took a homestead in Idaho.
After improving it, he sold and bought one
hundred and sixty acres where he now lives and
in addition to this he has considerable other
real estate purchased at different times.

On November 26, 1903, Mr. Morgan mar
ried Miss Minnie Camel. Her parents, Albert
and Sarah (Kays) Camel, are natiyes of Mis
sour.i. In 1885. they moved to Kansas where
the mother died. Two years later, the father
went to Cali fornia and is supposed to have died
there in 1897, although no definite information
has ever been obtained. Mrs. J\'Iorgan is the
third of four children named as follo\\'5. Ada,
\Villiam, Minnie and Mora.

Mr. Moore is a stanch Prohibitionist and
works with zeal 'lnd energy in forwarding the
interests of his party. He and his wife are
members of the Christian church and are well
known and good upright people.

•••

GUY D. MOORE was born in Kansas on
March 6, 1877, the son of E. B. ane! Viola J.
(Penney) Moore. natives of Illinois and Ohio.
respectively. They settled in Kansas in very
early days, later moved to Dayton. 'Washing
ton. then to Pomeroy. and in 1890, came on to
Adams county, where the father took land.
He has followed farming and stock raising con
tinuously until the present time and has won
a very flattering success. Our subject was one
of seyen children, named as follows. Myrtle,
Guy, Minnie, Cora. Lee. Golda, Sharon. Guy
D. was educated in the various places where the
familv lived and remained with his father un
til twenty-one. it being then 1898. Then he
took a homestead of one hundred and sixty
acres, three miles northwest from Delight,
where he resides at the present time. In addi
tion to this, he is equally interested with his fa
ther in one thousand two hundred and eighty
acres of choice wheat land all of which is un
der cultivation and well improved.
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In May, 1892, Mr. Moore married Miss

Allie, daughter of William and Martha (Bas
sett) Hendricks, natives of Missouri. In 1889
Mr. and Mrs. Hendricks moved to Indian ter
ritory, where the father died. Later the widow
moved to \Vashington and settled in Adams
county. In 1900, she married Mr. Albert Mor
gan, and they now dwell at Lind. Mrs. Mor
gan was one of five children, as follows: Effie,
Allie, Minnie, Myrtle and Otis.

In political matters, our subject is allied
with the Democratic party and is a very enthu-'
siastic and well in formed participant in the
campaigns. He is a member of the M. VV. A.
Mr. and Mrs. Moore are members of the
Christian church and are highly esteemed peo
ple of Adams county.

•••

THOMAS M. MORGAN who resides
about twelve miles south from Lind IS well
known in various portions of this western

country as a preacher of the gospel. At the
present time, he is dividing his time between
that occupation and farming, having a well
impro\'ed estate where he lives. He was born
in Missouri in 1839. His parents moved thence
to Kansas when he was seven vears old and

•

there our subject received his education from
personal research and under the private in
struction of various ministers of the gospel.
He remained in Kansas until thirty years of
age, having taken up preaching during the
sixties. He followed that calling diligently un
til 1874. when he came west and located in
Coos county, Oregon. There he also preached
and later was traveling salesman for a medi
cine company. He was in the Looking glass
valley for a year then spent a year in Lane
county and a year and one half in Polk county
and in 1882 located in \Vhitman county. be
tween Palouse and Colfax. Two years later.
he journeyed to Dayton, and there organized
the Christian church in which he was pastor
for three years. It was 1887,when he located
on his present place, his being the first family
in this entire section. It was necessary for him
to draw water for five miles when he first came
here but he has improved his estate until it is
now a very comfortable r.ural abode, supplied
with all conveniences and all the machinery
needed on a good wheat farm.

In 1861, Mr. Morgan married Miss R
B f I d · . achel

arnes, 0 n lana. She had come t "
. . h h 0 MISsoun Wit er parents when y01111O' and t'h .

. d T h' , " erewas marne. 0 t IS umon elel'en h']
h be bo c I dren

ave en rn, named as follo\\'s; Ida R
deceased; Mary, who taught three years' h"
Ritzville .schools when first coming herel;nln~
drew, hvmg ~n Adams county, near Lind; AI
bert~· near Lmd; .Wllham VV., in California'
Salmon, twelve mIles south of Lind; Lester, i~
Cahforma; Vesta, deceased' Vernon .... 'el

• • ' , L V\ ve
m~les south of Lmd; l:loyd, studying for the
mllllstry, and Charles, m California.
, Politically, Mr. Morgan is a Prohibitionist
and always takes an active part in this realm
and has been candidate for various offices
among which was coun~y treasurer in 1902.

Mr. Morgan has so mamfested hiS faith in his
walk that the entire family are, with him, mem
bers of the Christian church. He has traveled
considerable in the gospel work, having been
in Latah and Shoshone counties, Idaho, also
recently in California.

• ••

CLAUD C. ROUSE resides about six
miles southeast from Lind and follows fann
ing. lIe was born in Garfield county. \Nash
ington, on May 10, 1879, the son of J. S. S..
and Sarah E. (Scroggins) Rouse, natives of
Nebraska. They came to \Vashington in 1875,
locating first in Garfield county. where they
remained until 1891. The father moved to
Adams county in 1891, taking land near Lind.
His death occurred in October. 1897. They
were the parents of nine children. named as
.follows: Nora. Burk. Carrie, Homer, Howard.
Claud. Ervin and two who died when young,

Our subject was educated in the common
schools of his native county and when eighteen

, .
came to Adams county with his father.' At
the age of eighteen. he started in Ii fe for hi.m
self. laboring for the farmers in this portIOn
of the county. In 1900. he took a homestead
and has added more by purchase until he has
three hundred and twenty acres of fine wheat
land. , He has ten head of horses and farmmg
implements necessary to handle his land. Mr.
Rouse is an industrious and worthy young man
and is well on the road towards a first class
success.

He was married in 1901 to Susie Case. Her
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parents, Amzi and Linnie (Buzzard) Case are
natives of Iowa and came to Oregon m
18<)0. They are now dwelling in Adams coun
ty vVashington, and are the parents of six chi1
dr~, Louie, Susie, Zigler, John, Ida anel
Elbert.

Mr. Rouse is an active Democrat and is
interested in all the enterprises for the develop
ment of the county and the advancement of
educational facilities. He and his wife are
members of the Christian church.

•••

THOMAS WINN. Among the substan
tial and successful agriculturists of Adams
county. we are constrained to mention the gen
tlema!;' whose name heads this article. He was
one of the first settlers where Delight now is
located and has given his attention to farming
and stock raising since. Industry and upright
ness have characterized him in his walk and the
result is that he has made a becoming success
in his labors.

Thomas \Vinn was born in Texana, Texas,
on October 2, 1863. His parents, Thomas and
Hannah M. (McChesney) \Vinn, were na
tives of Virginia. The grandfather of our
subject carne from England to Virginia in early
davs and secured a plantation in Roanoke coun
ty~ His youngest son, Thomas \Vinn, the fa
ther of our subject, was well educated in the
state university and became a prominent law
yer, but owing to failing health was forced to
abandon his profession. Ten years after his
marriage. this gentleman removed with his
wife's father to Texas, and there did stock
raising and also held several prominent offices.
In 1880, he went on to New Mexico, later to
California and in 1884 landed in Washington.
He secured a homestead above Washtucna
lake and there remained until 1889. when he
went to Pasco, being elected county auditor.
!here his wife died in 1889, and he the follow
mg year. Seven children were born to this
marriage, three in Virginia, and four in Texas.

Our subject was educated in Texas and re
ceived his training from the public schools.
~e remained under: the parental roof until
~ghteen years of age, then he began the du
lles of life for himself and took up stock rais
mg as his initial labor. For two years he la
bored at that and then lost his holding through

the hard winter. As early as 1883, Mr. Winn
made his way into \V'ashington and located on
the Snake river. Two years later, he took a
homestead and timber culture wher.e he now
lives, about three miles south from Delight.
Since that time he has been steadily engaged in
general farming and stock raising. His place
is all under cultivation, fenced and supplied
with plenty of good water and good buildings,
his residence being a new structure, completed
•

. In 1902.
In 1888, at Moscow, Idaho, occurred the

.marriage of Mr. \Vinn and Kate McChesney,
the daughter of Zachariah and Celia (McDow
ell) McChesney, natives of Virginia and Ken
tucky, respectively. The great-great-grandfa
ther of Mrs. \Vinn came to America with his
parents before 1812, as some of the family
fought for the cause of the young states in that
struggle. They were of Scotch-Irish extrac
tion. The son of this venerable gentleman
lived in Virginia, as also did his son, George
\V. McChesney, the grandfather, of Mrs. \Vinn.
This man had two brothers, Zachariah and
Adam. G. W. McChesney was a wealthy plan
ter in Roanoke county, Virginia, and also a
merchant. In 1858 he went to Texas and did
stock farming until his death from yellow
fever. He left a family of five boys and two
girls. the youngest of whom was Zachariah
McChesney, the father of Mrs. \Vinn. He left
Texas when young for Kansas, whence he
journeyed to Missouri and married .Miss Ce
lia McDowell. They went to California and
dwelt for ten years, having a farm where Long
beach is now situated. In 1879 he sold this
property and went to Texas and the follow
ing year accompanied the elder Mr. \V'inn, an
other McChesney family, and some others to
New Mexico. They had a fine trip part of the
way and some of the time were exposed to gr.eat
hardship, and danger from the savages. Mrs.
\Vinn's mother died at \Vhiteoaks, New Mex
ico, and sleeps there to this day. Then Mr.
McChesney went to California, returned to
Texas, in 1883 journeyed to Virginia. in 1884
back to California. and finally in 1886 came to
\Vashington and located government claims.
He had two children besides Mrs. Winn. One

\ only, living now. Mrs. Winn's mother's pea
I pie. the McDowells, were a very old and prom
j inent family, being connected with the Pages,

Montgomerys, Alexanders, and other leading
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families. Many of the ancestors were stanch
Americans before there was a United States,
and fought in the various struggles from the
first settlements of the colonies all through.
To Mr. and Mrs. Winn seven children have
been born, Thomas, Celia E., Mary M., Roy
M., Alice G., John H., and Virginia.

In the political world, Mr. Winn has al
ways pulled in the Democratic harness and is
well pleased with the principles of that party.
He has held various minor offices and is a man
always greatly interested in the welfare of the
community and the state.

Mr. and Mrs. \Vinn are members of the
Christian church and are exemplary people.
They have endured much hardship in getting
started here and have shown a zeal and stabil
ity that is \\'orthy of note. They struggled
with the other pioneers in the days of trial and
scarcity of provisions, but have overcome and
are among the leading people her,e today.

\Ve wish to mention in this connection re
garding Mr. \Vinn and his father in New Mex
ico. They had various thrilling experiences
from the wily savages, and were exposed to
much danger continually. On one occasion
the Indians made a raid and all were forced to
flee for their lives. It became necessary to
notify some men who were caring for stock in
the mountains and young Winn, our subject,
who was then but seventeen, was selected for
the dangerous undertaking. Owing to the con
dition of things speed was urgent. He se
cured a fast horse and in the darkness of mid
night struck out. He was forced through hard
passes on a dangerous trail where but one horse
could walk at a time. Yet with drawn pistol
momentarily expecting an attack from the sav
ages. he pressed on. Finally he reached the
men. and soon they had the loose stock up and
on their way back. They finally reached a
place of safety though some of the stock was
sacrificed.

•••

HON. GEORGE W. BASSETT, a lead
ing business man of Washtucna, than whom
few men now living have been more closely
identified with the early history of the N orth
west. is a native of Clinton county, Iowa, born
December 31. I84S. He is the son of G 'B. O.
and Mary (Smith) Bassett. the father a native
of Vermont and the mother of Canada. After

their marriage the parents settled in I '
. I h' o"a,~_

mall1ec t ere untIl 1854, then remove I t F'
M · cOIl.

more county," mnesota, where the)' II' 'd '
866 . h h C· \ e l1nhl

I . WIt t e aptall1.T- L. Fisk expedition
they then removed to Helena Montalla 1. ', . an( In
1872 came to \Valla \Valla, Washington TI

d M · . . ley
returne. to . Il1nesota Il1 1878, \I'here the
father dIed dunng the same year. In 1889 the
mother returned to Walla \Valla, and now at
the age of eIghty-seven, she is living with 'her
son of whom we wnte: Our subject is of
EnglIsh, \Velsh and Insh blood, his fath
having been of ~nglish.\Velsh and his moth~~
of Insh extractIOn. He is a member of
family of ten children, four of whom noll' Ii\':
Two brothers, J ude-e H. S. Bassett and G. B:
O. Bassett, live at Preston, Minnesota. and
another, S. S. Bassett. is an attorney of
Spokane.

Mr. Bassett received a grammar school
educatio~ in Iowa, which was supplemented by
a course Jl1 the Cedar Valley seminary at Osaue
Iowa. In 1866, in company with his parel~s:
he came to Montana, where he prospected and
mined until he came to Walla Walla in 186c).
During that same year he went on a tour to
Salem. Oregon. and Olympia, Washington,
then returned to VI'alIa \Valla and taught a term
of school. The spring following he engaged in
the business of buying horses in the territory
of \Vashington and selling thenl in Montana,
making his last trip in that business in 1872,
when his father and mother returned with him
to \Valla \Valla. Returning to Montana he
engaged in mining until 1874. On August 24
of that year, he was married at Virginia City,
Montana, to Alice C. Lancaster. Then he came
again to \Valla \Valla and engaged in the
freighting business, traversing Washington.
Oregon and Idaho, until 1877, when he took a
position as clerk in a store. Two years later
he came to Washtucna, took land and in July,
1893, platted the townsite of Washtucna. In
1879 he brought his family to the place where
he has since lived.

Upon coming- to the present site of the to."·n
he engaged in the stock business and has tol
lowed it in connection with his other enter
prises. to'date. As Washtucna was a convenient
stopping- place for travellers going south to
Walla \Valla, Mr. Bassett opened an inn. about
the time he made his home there. whIch IOn

1 · nbecame one of the most popular hoste nes I
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tern \\'ashington. Mr. Bassett has acquired
:ee thousand acres of land in the immediate
/inity of his town, and annually harvests an
V1~rrnous quantity of grain and hay. His resi
renee, which is in Washtucna, is the finest in
the town,

Since the raising of wheat became an estab-
rshed jndustry of the country, our subject has
~n engaged more or less in speculating in that
(Ommodity, In 1901 he engaged In the hard
ware and farm implement business, but also
(Ontinues to manage his farming operations.

Mr. Bassett's wife is the daughter of David
and Mary (Pool) Lancaster, both of English
birth. Early in life they came to the United
States and settled in Michigan, where Mrs.
Bassett ,,,as born. Besides Mrs. Bassett, they
reared two other children, Gertrude A., and
James W., both of Los Angeles, where the
brother is an employee of the Wells Fargo Ex
press Company.

The subject of our sketch has been active
in politics ever since attaining his majority.
He is a life-long Republican, and in 1885 he
was elected to the office of county commissioner
oi Adams county, which office he held two con
secutive terms. In 1882 he was appointed the
first postmaster in Adams county, and retained
that office until 1894. In 1903 he ,,-as elected
a member of the State House of Represent
atives. He is a Mason and a member of the
Presbyterian church.

Mr. and Mrs, Bassett have been parents of
eight children, only four of "'hom are no,y Ii "
ing. They are: L. L., married and living in
\\ ashtucna; Charles S., Esther and Georgia,
who live with their parents.

• • •

BYRON L. SUTTON resides about seven
miles east from Hatton. He owns there a
mammoth estate of fourteen hundred acres
farmed to cereals. In addition to this, Mr.
Sutton owns property in SeJttle and other
places. He is one of the progressive and lead
Ing farmers in this section and his ability is
gOOd evidence of the measure of success that
he has achieved.

Byron L. Sutton was born in Lapeer C011l1
ty. ~Iichigan. on January 21, 1867. the son of
Le,:, L. and Sarah J. (Goodenough) Sutton,
natn'es of New York and Michigan, respcct-

inly, They are more particularly mentioned
in another portion of this ,,'ork. Our subject
received his education in Lapeer county, Mich
igan, completing it in the high school at Dry
den. After this he went to teaching school,
following the same two years in his native
state, In 1887, he came ,vest with his parents
and for some time taught in Spokane county.
Later, he entered the mercantile business in
Cheney and one year after that, came to Adams
county and took a homestead. He also secured
a timber culture claim and in addition to this
half section, he has bought enough to make
more than fourteen hundr,ed acres. At the
present time, Mr. Sutton is renting his estate,
and is retired from more active life.

In 1889, Mr. Sutton married Miss Bessie,
the daughter of Thomas and Phcebe (Russell)
Reynolds. On May 14, 1902, she died, leav
ing three children, Levi R., Phcebe J. and Bes
sie E. The children are with Mr. Sutton's
parents.

In political matters, our subject is a strong
and active Democrat and takes a keen interest
in public and general affairs of the country,
He is a member of the A, F. & A. M .. and also
the 1. O. O. F. He is considered one of the
substantial men of this county.

•••

WILLIAM W. YEISLEY conducts a
farm eleven miles east from Hatton, \VaShing
ton. He is a native of Daviess county. Mis
souri, born April 22, 1869, and the son of \Vill
iam and Elizabeth (Morris) Yeisley, nati"es of
Kentucky, ,,'ho went to Missouri during the
'50S. The mother died in that state in 1875,
and the father still li"es at Galeton. Missouri .
They r.eared a family of six children: Charles,
John, Olive, Ida. William W. and Luella. Two
others died during infancy.

Mr. Yeislev received a fair common school
•

education in Madison and Daviess counties,
Missouri, and at the age of seventeen he be
gan working for wages on his father's farm.
This gave him an independent start in life, and
after being thus engaged for two years he came
west to California, remained three months,
then came to \Vashington, in 1888. After
coming to this state he worked for wages two
years and in the spring of r891 he filed a home
stead and pre-emption where he nOlY li,'es,
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Here he now has in all one thousand and forty
acres of land well under cultivation and im
pro\'ement. He raises chiefly wheat, and dur
ing some years he harvests as much as eleven
thousand bushels of that cereaL He has a good
orchard, superb water facilities and raises some
live stock.

1\11'. Yeisley is an active Democrat, a mem
ber of the 1. O. O. F., and of the M. W. A.

He is a well-to-do farmer and popular with
his neighbors. ....

JOEL HOWTON, who resides on his
farm six miles north and two east of Kahlotus,
\Vashington, was born on Decembel' 10, 1854,
and is the son of James H. and Elizabeth L.
(Ross) Howton. The father was a native of
Hopkins county, Kentucky: and the mother
was born in Tennessee, where she lived until
t"'elve years of age. They were married in
Kentucky in 1851, and there resided until
1865, when they moved to Carroll county, Ar
kansas, which "'as their home until 1875. In
that year, the family crossed the plains with
horses and mule teams, landing first at Leb
anon, Linn county. Oregon, \"here they dwelt
two years. Then they journeyed to Vmatilla
county and two years later went to Nez Perces
county, Idaho. The father died in Geneseo.
Idaho, in 1900, and the mother still li\'es in
that town. They were the parents of ten chil
dren, se\'en boys and three girls. The g-irls are
all deceased and are particularly mentioned :loS

follows, Nancy. died at the age of fourteen:
Alice. died when three months old: Sarah.
married S. C. Vvearyrick when eighteen. the
wedding occurr.ing at Albany. Oregon. She
died in Asotin county, Washington. when
t\\'enty-one years of age. Referring to the boys.
we note that Vvilliam H. died when an infant;
James A. also in infancy. The brothers liv
ing are Joel, John, G. R., C. D., and J. W.
1'111'. Howton received his education largely af
ter he had arrived at manhood's estate, gaining
a thorough training at the Corvallis college in
Oregon. After that, he taught school for a
while. then did farming in Umatilla county.
In 1880 Me Howton married Miss Amelia A.
Dehaven. the wedding occurring at \Valla
\Valla. \Vashington, on March 6. On January
1882. thev moved to Nez Perces county. Ida
ho, and three years later, returned to Walla

Walla, and there followed farming until l~
On February 8, of that year 111'- H J.

,. >. OlrtOn
was called hence by death. Then illr H .• . O\\[on
moved to \Valla \Valla for the purpose oi edu
catmg hiS chtldren and there remained 'Iunt!
1900, when he located on his present I

k · I d " paceta mg a lOmestea m sectIOn 26, townslup 1:
range 34. After that, he bought section ,_ J,

the same township and range and he has ;;\':
hundred acres fenced and. 111 cultivation. The
place IS well supplied With buildings. water
and all improvements needed. :\11'5. HOWlon
was the daughter of Th0mas H. and Erepta
A. (Savage) Dehaven. Her maternal grand
father was Towner Savage of Salem, Oregon.
Her father's father. was Jacob Dehaven, vi
Covington, Indiana. To Mr. and :\Irs. Ho\\'
ton, five children have been born, Joel H., Sam
uel H., George M., James 0., and Louis l
Our subject and his wife are members of tlie
Baptist church while in fraternal affiliations.
he is known as a Mason and Odd Fellow and
member of the A. O. U. IV. Politically, Mr.
Howton is a Democrat.

• ••
ROY McCHESXEY is a prosperous and

promising young farmer living two and one
half miles southwest from Delight postoffice,
Adams county. He also engages quite heavil~'

in the stock business, maving a large herd each
of well-br.ed cattle and horses.

Born in Los Angeles, California. Septem
ber 15. 1877, he was the son of Zacharia and
Celia (McDowell) McChesney, natins of the
state of Missouri. They came to Los Angeles
in 1874. and the mother died there in 1880.
survived bv the father who now makes hiS. ,
home with the subject of our sketch. They
were the parents of three children. who. be
sides our subject, were: Katie and Clyde. the
latter now being dead.

1'111'. McChesney, when nine years ~f a~e
came to Franklin county. Washington. WIth hI,
parents. Prior to that time he attended school
some in Fresno county, California. alJ(~ he COll
tinued his education in this state untIl he <It
tained the age of eighteen years. when he
started in life for himself: The famih' remoyecl

to Adams county in 18~6. In 1898 Roy ,fi~~
a homestead claIm on hiS present farm. \\ ~IC

d ltIya-he now has well improved and lin er cn
•lion.
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doing some plowing and improvement on his
homestead. The following year he harvested
eight hundred bushels of IYheat, which gave
him a start, since which time he has continued
to prosper in a flattering manner. In 1902 he
purchased a section of land and made final proof
on his homestead. He then sold out and re
moved to his present location, where he has
a section of land all improved and under cul
tivation. He raises some stock, and has an
excellent orchard, good buildings and first-class
water facilities.

Mr. Blair was married in 1884, which union
was blessed with two children: Frank, deceased;
and Mary L., married to Lee Moore, of Adams
county. In 1892, Mr. Blair was again married,
his wife being Minnie Wieczorek. daughter of
John and Christina (Thravic) \Vieczorek, na
tives of Germany. The parents of Mrs. Blair
came to America in 1875 and located in Min
nesota, where the father is now living, the
mother hal'ing died in 1888. They were par
ents of ten children, Emma, Annie, \Villiam,
deceased. Minnie, Adolph, Mary, John, and
Robert, the others hal'ing died in infancy.

To Mr. and Mrs. Blair have been born three
children, Fred. Caroline. and William.

Mr. Blair is a Republican and takes an act
ive interest in the affairs of his party.

JOHX ·MdlILLAN. a blacksmith re
siding at \Vashtucna, was born in Inverness,
Scotland, June IS, 1867. the son of John and
Catherine (McDonald) McMillan, who were
born and who died in Scotland. The father
was a shoemaker by trade, and reared a family
of six children. of whom our subject Iyas the
second. Those nO\y living, except the subject
of our sketch. are: Alexander, Duncon and
Katherine, all residing in their native country.
Two. Mary and Maggie, are dead.

As a young bov Mr. McMillan attended the
common schools of Scotland, and at the age
of ten he started in life as a cattle herder in
Inverness shire. which occupation he followed
one year. He then became an apprentice to
a cousin who was a blacksmith and at the end
of three vears he had mastered the trade and-
procured a certificate of qualification. He then
engaged in working at the trade, and soon II'ent
to England. From England he II'ent to Ire-

have been
In politics
active Re-

• ••

In 1889 Mr. McChesney was married to
Louise Case, daughter of Amsy and Linnie
Case, natives of MISSOUrI, who came to \'Vash
ington in 1890 and located on Puget Sound,
and who are now living in Adams county.
They ar,e parents of five children; Louise, Su
sie, Zigler, John and Albert.

To Mr. and Mrs. McChesney
born twO children, Effie and Ims.
Mr. McChesney is a stalwart and
publican.

CYRIL J. BLAIR is a farmer residing
seven miles north from \Vashtucna. He was
born in Quebec, Canada, on July 25, I86r.
Simon and Mary (Nichols) Blair, both natives
of Canada, were his parents, and they are now
living at Little Falls, Minnesota, having lo
cated there in 1867, among the early pioneers.
Upon coming to the state they lived in the town
of Little Falls for four years, then took a home
stead near by. upon which they lived thirty
years, after which time they returned to to\yn
to pass their declining years. They were par
ents of ten children, eight of whom live. Frank,
Simon, Mary, our subject. Mitchel, Peter, John.
and Clara. Two died in infancy.

Mr. Blair in his early life II'as denierl the
advantage of any but the most meager educa
tion, and upon attaining his majority he bought
a farm in Minnesota upon which he Iiyed three,
years. He sold his interests and came to Spo- '
kane, Washington. in 1888, lh'ed there hyo
years, then returned to Minnesota. Six years
later he came again to Spokane, and fo~ two
years he worked at making ties in the timber
near that city. and in 1898 he came to Adams
county. He brought with him all he owned.
an old team and wagon and seven dollars in
money. \Vith this as a nucleus he took a home
stead and went to work to carve his fortune
out of the bunch grass prairies of the Big Bend.
The first spring of his life here he plowed land
on contract, receiving one dollar per acre for
the work. \VhiJe thus engaged he was com
pelled to cook his own food in the open air and
sleep in a nearby straw pile. The following
harvest he made enough money to enable him to
erect a cabin on his claim. However, he did
not live on his land that winter but went to
Spokane where he cut wood t~ earn monel'
lipan which to live the follO\ying spring while
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land. where he worked at his trade a short time.
when he returned to Scotland, and came to
America in r887. He located first at Philadel
phia. where he did blacksmithing for three
months. then came to vVashington and located
in A.dams countv in r888. For four years, -
after coming to this county he worked on the
farm of an uncle. then went to Kamloops. Brit
islr Columbia, where he \\'orked at the forge
four months. From Kamloops he went to
Colorado, where he spent eighteen months in a
shop. going in turn to Portland, Oregon, then
after three months, to Spokane, \\"here he fol
lowed blacksmithing between two and three
years, then went to Medical Lake and to
Sprague, remaining in Medical Lake four
months and in Sprague six. In r898 he started
his present business at 'Vashtucna, where he
is doing ,\"ell and recognized to be a workman
of unusual ability.

1\1r. McMillan owns a quarter-section of
farming' land six and one-half miles from
".ashtucna all of which is fenced. but cultivated
only in part. He also owns his own lot and
building in to\\"n where his business and home
are situated.

On February 27, r904. Mr. McMillan \\"as
married to Caroline vVhitthal1.

• ••

'\T. J. SUTTOK was born on September
29. r86:;. at Dryden. Michigan. After com
pleting the high school course. he entered the
Eastern Michigan Normal School, graduating
in the normal course in r886 and the commer
cial course in r887. In August. r887. he came
to Adams county. 'Vashington, and later in
the same year located a homestead and tree
claim eight miles east of Hatton. a section of
.the country now known as Michigan Prairie.
Since that time, Mr. Sutton and his brother.
B. L. Sutton. have been interested in farming
ami have evinced their faith in the future of
Adams cbunty by adding to their landed hold
ings. until now they own one of the most ex
tensive wheat farms in the state. In the fall
of r887, Mr. Sutton was elected principal of
the Cheney public schools and organized the
first graded school at that place. After serving
three years in this position. he was eJected as
sistant principal of the Cheney State Normal
School and one year later, was promoted to the

principalship, which position he held until 1897
During his term of office, the school under\Ye ;
many trials and discouragements. First~_
cause of the burning of the Benjamin p
Cheney Academy building, the first home of
the normal school. and later, by the executive
veto of its maintenance appropriation. For
two years, the work of the school was Con
tinued without state aid. During this time
the management of and the standard of the
work done in the school was such that the
following legislature not only appropriated
money to cover the deficiency created during
these two years, but made a hberal appropria
tion for the future maintenance of the school',
and in addition to this the same legislature,
largely through Mr. Sutton' s efforts, appropri
ated sixty-five thousand dollars for a normal
school building. The present magnificent
structure is the result of this appropriation.

In March. 1897, Mr. Sutton was married to
Miss Nellie G. Hutchinson, of Auburn, New
York. \\"ho had been a member of the facultv. .
of the Mankato State Normal School, Mankato,
Minnesota, and for six years principal of the
training department of the State Normal at
Cheney. They are now living in their beautiful
home just outside of the city limits of Cheney.
On their home farm, which consists of about
eight hundred acres of fine prairie land, is one
of the best apple orchards in eastern Washing
ton.

For the past five years Mr. Sutton has given
his \vhole attention to the interests of his
Cheney and Adams county farms. Fraternally,
he is a thirty-second degree Scottish rite Mason,
a. Knight Templar, a Shriner and an Odd
Fellow.

• ••

JOHN C. SULLIVAN is a farmer living
two and one-half miles nortl1\\"est from
Fletcher, Adams county, vVashington.. He is a
native of Pike county, Illinois, born III r843
He received a good country school educatIOn.
to gain which he was compelled to ,:valk. a long
distance to attend school in a pru11lttve log
cabin. At fourteen years of age he enga~ed
in working for wages on a farm~ Retummg
home. he gave to his mother all the money he
had earned, then started west to gain an~ther
start in life. He came to vValla Walla. W8sh
ington, in r860, remained three months, then
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Irent to Bannock City, Montana. He worked
mining for two years, and in all remaine.d in
:\lontana four years, then returned to vv ash
ington and engaged in freighting with a yoke
of oxen between Walla 'Valla and Lewiston,
Idaho. Two years later he engaged in the well
digging business in Garfield county, and during
the same year he became a volunteer soldier
against the C:ow Indians on the Platte river.
Previous to thIs tIme, however, dunng the years
1861-62 and '63, he was a government scout
on the Western plains. He came to his present
locality in 1887, filed on a homestead, which he
now owns, and has subsequently acquired con
siderable agricultural land. He has his real
estate all fenced and under cultivation, and
each year he raises a great deal of wheat. Also
he has some live stock. He is a careful. in
telligent farmer, and kno\vs how to make the
business pay.

During his military service, Mr. Sullivan
had many narrow escapes from death at the
hands of the savages against whom he was
arrayed. In 1861 he was captured by them
and kept a prisoner for eighteen months. or
until he made his escape by a clever piece of
strategy.

Politically, John C. Sullivan is active and
not influenced by any party, although it is in
other fields of life than politics that he is best
known. The only office he has ever held is
that of school director, which position he has
filled for some years. The parents of Mr. Sul
livan were J. c. and Maggie Sullivan, natives
of Ireland, who came to the United States when
young and settled in Illinois, where they spent
the remainder of their lives.

• ••

ROY V. ROGERS is a prosperous young
farmer residing three-fourths of a mile east
tram Fletcher. He was born in Pike county.
lIlinois,May 25, 1881, and was the son of
Charles F. and Kate (Baker) Rogers. Both
parents are natives of Illinois, where they lived
u~til 188g, when they came to Adams county.
\\ashtngton. In Igo3 they removed to Cal
IfornIa and are still living in that state. They
have been parents of four children: Roy, Claud.
deceased; Leslie, who lives with his parents,
and Lloyd. also with his parents in California.

Before coming to this state Mr. Rogers at-

tended school at Kew Hartford, Illinois, and
continued his education after arriving in
Adams county. until Igo3 he \I'as employed
by his father on the farm. During the year
mentIoned he rented the farm, since which time
he has been cultiv'ating it for himself. The
farm contains four hundred and eighty acres
and IS all under cultivation. Mr. Rogers also
owns ten head of draft horses.

On July 15, Igo3, occurred the marriage of
Roy V. Rogers to Ethel Lucy, daughter of
Henry and Thula (Davidson) Lucy, natives
of l'vIissouri. in which state they lived until
coming to \Vashington and locating in Adams
county, where they now li\·e. They have been
parents of five children: Eugenia, married to
J. F. M. Clever; Rowen; Ethel, and Anna and
Ralph, the two latter being twins.

Mr. Rogers is a Republican and takes an
active working interest in the affairs of his
party. Mrs. Rogers is a member of the Chris
tian church.

l\.fr. Rogers is one of the most promising
young busmess men of Adams county, and is a
man highly respected and well-liked by all \vho
know him.

• ••

EDWARD GASKILL lives in the town of
Leone, Adams county, \Vashington, and his
business is that of a farmer. He was born in
Holly, New Jersey, No\'ember 18, I844, son
of Joseph and Hanna (High) Gaskill, both
also natiYes of New Jersey, who during their
li\'es li\'ed also in the states of Michigan, Iowa
and Kansas, In the last named state, in Mont
gomery county, both died, the father at the
age of eighty-nine and the mother aged eighty
six. The father was a farmer. Both parents
were descended from old English stock, and
the father's father, Ebenezer Gaskill, served as
a soldier during the Revolution.

:tvIr. Gj}skill was educated in the grammar
schools of the states of New Jersey, Michigan
and Iowa, and at the age of twenty-two he
began \vork on a farm for salary. He then
followed sailing on the Mississippi river for a
brief space of time. after which he purchased
horses and engaged in breaking sod in Illinois
for three years. In 1887 he came to \Vashing
ton and filed on a homestead where he nOli"
lives. He also purchased eighty acres of rail
road land, to pay for and impro\'e \I'hich he
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was forced to work among various farmers
for wages. In 1893 he bought eighty acres
more and four years later a half-section, all of
,,'hich he has improved and under cultivation.
During the past five years he has also bought
and sold, as a matter of land speculation, sev
enteen sections of land. His present land is
among the choicest in the Big Bend.

::\lr. Gaskill has been thrice married. In
187.3 he was married in Kansas, which union
"as blessed "'ith one child, Kettie. The wife
died in 1881, and our subject \\'as again mar
ried, by which marriage two children, :Mary
and Oscar, \\"ere born. In 1886 the second
wife departed this life, and in 1898 1I1r. Gaskill
took for his third helpmate Etta Start, daugh
ter of John :\1. and Hannah (\;Vorden) Start,
nath'es of ?\e\v York, in which state Mrs.
Gaskill also \vas born. The father of Mrs.
Gaskill was a railroad man, and during his
life li\'ed in the states of Xew York, Michigan,
Illinois, Indiana and Kansas. 'He was prom
inently identified \"ith the construction of the
railroad connecting Cold \Vater, Michigan,
\vith Chicago. The mother died in Kansas in
1898 and the father in 1900. They were par
ents of six children: Eugene \V., Jane A.,
Fannie M., Hanna, Clarence J. and Mary H.

Of the children of I\lr. Gaskill, the first
born is married to v\'. Kirkpatrick. and is living
in Ritzville; Marv is married to \Valter Koun,-Garfield, \Vashington, and Oscar is with his

. father.
Politically, 1\lr. Gaskill is a Democrat. He

has for a number of vears been a member of his. ,

school board. and is a prominent member of the
Church of Christ.

•••

].-\"\IES F. \VEST is a prominent young
farmer residing nine miles northeast of vVasll
tucna. He is a nati\'e of Clav count", Missouri,- -where he lived until coming to \Vashington
\\'ith his parents at the age of twelve years.
He attendeel school to a limited extent in his
nati\'e state. and continued his education after
coming here until he attained a fair common
school education. \\'hen eighteen years old
he engaged in farm work in the employ of his
uncle, James Kennedy. a sketch of whose life
appears elsewhere in this volume. and remained
thus engaged until 1900, when he was married

and settled on the farm where he no\\ li\'es H
filed on his land as a homestead, anel has ~. e

. . f h 'lncecome 111 possesslOn 0 tree hundred acr .
dd ' . h' h h' es Ina. Ihon upon W IC . e raIses Some stock but

hIS pnr:clpal 1I1come. IS denved fr0111 his wheat
crop, ot whIch he raIses as hIgh as six thousand
bushels per year.

Mrs. \Vest, in maiden life, was Mary P
Dempsey, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C. Demp:
sey. Her mother IS now dead, and her father is
residing in British Columbia.

Mr. \Vest was born on October 16, 1874,
the son of M~dison and Bettie (Kennedy)
\ \ est. natIves ot Kentucky. The parents came
to Missouri early in life, and there the father
died in 1886. Cpon the death of her husband ,
the mother came to \Vashington and located
in Adams county, where she is now living,
aged sixty-four.

]'Ilr. \ Vest has two sisters, l\Iattie L. and
Annie. He also has two sons, Charles M. and
James F. In political opinion, he is a Democrat
and takes an active interest in the affairs of his
party.

• ••

GEORGE LUCAS is doubtless the oldest
settler of Adams countv. As early as 1866,
he selected the place \"here he now li\es which
is tweh'e miles northeast from \Vashtucna.
From that time until the present. he has made
this his home and is well known all through
the Inland Empire. From the time of his lo
cation until 1894, he kept an inn and his place
\\'as on the old Colville road and the Mullan
military right of way, well known by all the
old pioneers. and he entertained travel from
all parts of the country. He has gi\'en his at
tention to raising hay largely. since C0111l11g

here and has been prosperous, having a com
petence sufficient for the needs of hIS hfe
although he reti res from business. ?II r. Lucas
has determined to spend the golden years of
his life in the place where he has won success,
being satisfied that this is one of the favored
regions of the great west. All tbe olel timers
\\,ill hail with delight a sketch of 1\1r. Ltlca~,
since they ha\'e all received good cheer at hiS
fireside and are acquainted with the gel11alty
and kindliness of that gentleman.

George Lucas was born in Donegal county,
\ Ireland on December 22, 1833. the son of John

and Nancy Lucas, natives of Ireland. The



-
HISTORY OF THE ~IG BEND COUNTRY. 89":l

arents continued to reside in .the Emerald Isle
Pnti1 their death. Our subject receIved his
uducation there and remained under the
earental roof until twenty-two years of age,
;t which time he started in life for himself.
His first move was to come to the land of the
free landing at New York in 1855. He made
his ~vav thence, via the Isthmus to San Fran
cisco a;ld was soon delving in the golden sands
of the Sunset State for the fortune that he
believed awaited him there. For seven years,
he continued engaged thus, then came north.
In 1862. we find him in the famous Salmon
river diggings and for four years, he wrought
there. :-Jext he spent sometime among the
mountains of Montana, whence he journeyed
to his present location, being the right· of a
squatter. He fixed up the place in good shape
and was k-nown as a first-class host all through
the years of pioneer travel and in the last de
cade. All supplies had to be drawn from ,Valla
Walla and so Mr. Lucas had to maintain
ireighting outfits together with other parapher
nalia to handle his trade successfully. In ad
dition to the industries above mentioned, Mr.
Lucas gave considerable attention to handling
horses and cattle and would tum off as high
as three hundred head in a year.

Mr. Lucas has two brothers and four sis
ters, Daniel, ,Villiam, Mary, Elizabeth, Han
nah and Rebecca, deceased.

Politically, Mr. Lucas is a strong and act
ive Republican and has shown a marked inter
est in these affairs and keeps himself well posted
on the issues of the day. In religious persua
sions, he belongs to the Episcopal church.

In 1897, Mr. Lucas took a trip back to Ire
land and spent eight months in seeing old friends
and aCCjuaintances, then bade fare\\ell to his
childhood scenes, well satisfied and contented
to remain in his western home. He has won
the respect and admiration of all who kno\\'
him ancl has perhaps as wide a circle of ac
quaintances as anv man in this portion of the
state. •

•••

AKDREW J. BURKHART resides about
ten miles northwest from V/ashtucna and de
votes his attention to farming and stock rais
lng. He was born inNewton countv, Missouri.
On luI:,' 31. 18':;4. the son of J. D. 'and Louis'}
(Parsons) Burkhart, natives of Indiana. The

father settled in Missouri in 1838 and was
there filarried. That state was his home until
1874, then he moved to Kansas, where he re
mained until 1885. At that time, he journeyed
to Dayton, Washington where his death oc
curred. The mother still lives in Adams coun
ty, where she owns a homestead. They were
the parents of the following named children:
Eliza, deceased; Madison L. ; our subject; Iohn
W.; Anna M., married to O. Nichols; Grant;
Lulu lVI., married to L. Lake in DaytOil ;
Charley; Lydia, married to C. Slocum; Camp
bell, deceased; Sigle. The parents were de
scended from German ancestors \Vho settled
in America among the very first emigrants in
colonial days. Our .subject's education was
received in Newton county, Missouri, and was
very limited, owing to the fact that the war
broke out about the time that he was ready for
school. His father was a member of the state
militia and he well remembers the dangers and
trying times of those days of internecine con
flict. He remained with his parents until
h\'enty-four vears of age and then began farm
ing for 'himself. In 1883, he came to Dayton
but not liking the country so well there, he
journeyed on to Adams county where he se
cured a homestead, the place where he now
lives. During the hard times of the early
nineties, he continued steadily at farming but
like many others, was unable to make any
money. Later, he began to prosper and has
secured other land besides his home place, hav
ing two \vell improved farms of about one
section each. Nearlv a thousand acres of this

"land are under cultivation and produce abund-
ant returns of wheat. He is known as one of
the prosperous and thrifty men of Adams coun
ty and has ShO\\'11 himself thoroughly competent
to conduct the large business he is now con
trolling. In addition to grain raising, he
handles from fifty to one hundred head of
stock each year and has some nice graded
animals.

In 1878. Mr, Burkhart married Miss Sarah
Rinker. the daughter of Levi and Jemimah
(Merriman) Rinker, natives of Kentucky and
Indiana, respectively. They settled in Grundy
county. Missouri, in early davs and there lived
until 1886. when they transferred their resi
dence to Kansas, where the father died in 1902
and the mother still lives, being in Cherokee
county. They were the parents of four chil-
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• ••

JAMES M. KENNEDY is a ,yell-knOlI'n
stock man residing on Cow creek. four miles
north of Hooper postoffice, Adams county,
Washington.

Born in Madison county, Kentucky, Jan
uary 12, 1830, he was a son of Thomas S.
and Evaline (Hawkins) Kennedy natil'es
also of Kentucky, in which state they lived
until 1842, when they removed to Clay county,
Missouri and later to Clinton count\,. where, .
they died. The father was a blacksmith and
wagon maker by trade, and was surnved
several years by the mother, who Ji"ed to an
extreme old age. They were parents of nll1e
children, Nancy, James M., Esther, Sarah,
Elizabeth, Ebenezer, Martha, Thomas 5.. and
one who died in infancy.

James M. Kennedy was born on soil
made historic by the life and acti,'ity of Dame!
Boone, and he had for his early neighbors a
great many old inhabitants who had been 111'

timately associated with that great pathfinder.
Until arriving at the age of twenty, Mr. Ken-

leaving a family of five children of who. , -mOur
subject was the eldest, and later the f th

- d d' b' a ermarne a secon tIme y whlch marriaO' h
reared a family of seven children. He"~i~
Jl1 1879.

vVilliam C. Whittall was educated in tl
common schools of Farmington, Iowa, and :~
the age of seventeen he ,left school to engage in
f~rm ":ork. ThIS he tollowed until attaining
hIS maJonty, when he came "'est as stated in
a preceding paragraph.

In 1866, Mr. Whittall was married to Marie
C. Burns, daughter of \Villiam and Rachel
(Ford) Burns, the father of Scotch and the
mother of French descent. The brothers and
sisters of Mrs. \Vhittall are: Robert Jane
John, Margaret. David. \ Villiam E., :\[arietta'. 'Anme, James H. and Phy.

To Mr. and Mrs. \Vhittall have been born
three children: Mary, married to John McMil
lan, Adams county; George B.. \Vhitman coun
ty; and Millie, married to E. K. Lloyd. of Col
fax. \Vashington.

Mr. and Mrs. \Vhittall are members of the
Episcopalian church, and Mr. Whittall holds

,I

' membership in the G. A. R., F. and A. M. and
the 1. O. O. F. fraternities.

I

• ••

dren, Mrs. Burkhart, Dorothy, Permilia and
Henry. To Mr. and Mrs. Burkhart thirteen
children have been born: Bennie; Alexia, the
,\ife of Philip Watkins, of Adams county;
Henry K.; John N.; Myrtle D.; Robert H.;
Ralph; Arthur; James K.; Eddie and Freddie,
hYins; Andrew J. and Sybil.

Politically, Mr. Burkhart is an adherent of
the Republican party and takes a deep interest
in local affairs and in general politics. He is
well informed on the questions of the day and a

•progress! ve man.
Fraternally, he is affiliated with the A. F.

and A. M.

WILLIAM C. WHITTALL, a pioneer
on the Pacific coast of 1857. lives on a farm
three miles northeast of \Vashtucna. During
the year mentioned he came by way of the
Isthmus of Panama to San Francisco, amI
soon thereafter "'ent to work in the mines of
California. In 1861 he enlisted in the Fourth
Regular Ca"alry and was engaged in warfare
against the Indians until mustel'ed out of ser
"ice at San Francisco in December, 1865.
Having learned the millwright trade from. his
father, he then engaged in that work until the
follo'Ying year, when he bought a California
farm and tilled the soil for three years. In
1872 he engaged in the drug business at In
dependence, Oregon, four years later disposed
of it to enter the hotel business in that town,
then in 1877 he engaged in working at the
carpenter trade. He came to \Valla .\\7alIa I
during the year of J 877, where he followed
carpentering until coming to Adams county in I
1889. After removing to this county he made
a homestead entrv on his present farm and
engaged in the stock business, which he fol
lowed with success until 1893, since which time
he has devoted his attention more to farming
though he still keeps some live stock. He has
one hundred and sixty acres of land, all under
cultivation and in an advanced state of im
provement.

Born in Quincy, Illinois, March I, 1836,
William C. Whittall was the son of George
and Caroline (Brattain) \'\rhittall. natives of
England. The parents of Mr. Whittall C'lme to
America when young, settled first in Illinois,
and spent the remainder of their lives in that
state and Iowa. The mother died in 1844,
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d attended the common schools, both of his

netY,e state and Missouri, and at the same time
na II , h h' k H I - h'sted his father WIt IS wor -. e ett orne
asS

I f" h 'dake his own ortune at t e age mentlOne ,
to m h h' '''f . "fand was one of t e Istonc orty-nmers 0

California, he havmg crossed the plams with
train of ox teams during the year 1849, The

:rain which was known as the "Hell Town
Trai~" and commanded by Captain George
Godd~rd, started out from Missouri with pro
visions to last two years, and experienced many
trials and adversities before finally arriving at
its destination, viz., the gold fields of the
"Golden State." Here Mr. Kennedy engaged
in placer mining until 1858. He served through
the Modoc Indian war of 1857, and in 1858
he started for the Fraser river mining region,
where he mined until 1861, \\'hen he went to
the Cariboo district and there mined until 1864.
He Il'as always considered a "lucky" miner and
during his operations made a great amount of
money. For putting through one ditch, while
engaged in placer mining in California, he re
ceived twelve thousand dollars, and in 1864 he
received nine thousand dollars in return for his
work in British Columbia. After leaving
British Columbia, he, in partnership with
Henry Haws, purchased for sixteen thousand
dollars, a pack train of one hundred and thirty
animals. 'This he brought to Kootenai, Idaho,
where he sold his interest in the train and open
ed a store. He remained here until r868, when
he Ilent to \Valla Wa11a and engaged in the
sheep business. He drove his sheep to the
110ntana markets, disposed of them and dealt
for several years in beef cattle. He came to
his present locality in 1877 and purchased thir
teen hundred head of cattle, a quarter-section
of railroad land and pre-empted one hundred
and sixty acres more. Here he lived hve years.
when, in 1880, he filed a homestead claim on
the land where his residence now stands. Sub
sequentlv he has continued to add to his hold-
• •

1l1gs in land until he now owns eight thousand
acres. ,-\11 of his land is fenced and cross
fenced,_a total of thirty miles of fence being
III use on his land. In addition to his own land
he leases for pasturage three sections of school
~and. He at one time owned three thousand
ead of cattle, but during the winter of r88r -82

he lost heavily, since which time he has raised
.On an average of only between five hundred and
SIX hundred head. He has one of the greatest

57

hay ranches in the state, harvesting each year
about six hundred tons of hay. He keeps a
large herd of horses, has first-class farm build
ings on his ranch and an excellent orchard.
Cow creek divides his farm, so that every month
in the year his meadows are kept well watered
by a running stream.

In 1883. after an absence of thirty years,
Mr. Kennedy took a trip to his old Kentucky
home. There the transition that had taken
place was enough to bewilder the most \vildly
imaginative. The mother was still living, but
the father had long since departed this life;.
what thirty years before was little better than
a wilderness of forest and plain, was a thickly
peopled commonwealth, and almost everyone
to him was a total stranger.

Mr. Kennedy is a Democrat politically. but
his political belief rests on a broad plain and
he is decidedly liberal and conservative in his
views. He is one of the most highly respected
and substantial citizens of Adams county'.

•

•••

ROWEN LUCY I-esides about six miles
southeast from Fletcher where he gives his
attention to grain farming. He handles about
eight hundred acres upon which he has a lease
for five years and harvests annually more than
eight thousand bushels, He has a good large
stock of horses, farm implements and so forth
and is prosper.ed in his labors.

Rowen Lucy was born in Galena. Kansas. ,
June 25, 188r, the son of H. and Thula (Dav
idson) Lucy, nati\'es of Missouri. They re
mained in that state until 1889, then settled at
Fletcher, \Vashinglon, where they now live.
They are the parents of four children besides
our subject, Eugenia. Ethel, and Ralph and
Anna, twins. Ro\\'en received a good educa
tion in his native place and at the age of six
teen began to \york out. He, howeyer, made
his home with his parents until twenty-one
when he began independent operation entirely,
H is first venture was to buy six head of horses
and rent some land. He has bought more
horses and farm implements and now handles
the large estate of four hundred and eighty
acres mentioned above.

Mr, Lucy has shown himself an energetic
and progressive young man and bids fair to
become one of the property owners of Adams
county.
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In May, 1904, Mr. Lucy filed on a home
stead seven miles southwest from Washtucna,
which he expects to develop into a fine farm.

•••

JOSEPH S. MILAM, a pioneer of the
Pacific coast of 1852, is now an extensive
stock man, fruit grower and farmer residing
ten miles east of \Vashtucna. Born in Greene
county, Indiana, September 5, 1835, he was the
son of William and Elizabeth (Case) Milam,
the father a native of Kentucky and the mother
of Indiana. Until 1840 the parents settled in
Indiana, then removed to Iowa, where they
spent the remainder of their lives. They reared
a family of four children: Francis A., Joseph
S., l\Iary E. and George B.

\Vhen seventeen years of age the subject of
our sketch left school and home to cross the
plains to California. He drove a team through
out the entire journey, which consumed five
months, and stopped at Los Angeles and from
that point he went to San Diego to engage in
coal mining. He met with a severe accident
while thus engaged, and upon his recovery he
engaged in teaming. Later, he spent two
years driving team in Tulare county, then five
vears in Santa Cruz county. In the latter men
tioned county he was engaged in farming,butin
the end lost his property, whereupon he came to
Walla Walla, Washington, in 1861. Going
from \Valla \Valla to Lewiston and Oro Fino,
Idaho, he freighted among the mining camps
until 1867, traversing meanwhile the states of
\\'ashington, Idaho and Montana. In 1868
he traded his freighting outfit for a start in
cattle. and located near Dayton, \Vashington.
Here he also engaged in farming for three
years. "hen he traded his holding for property
near Pataha, Garfield county, where he farmed
until 1885. He also conducted an extensive
stock business here. and for two years he was
deputy sheriff under R. P. Steen, then sheriff
of the county. He came to Adams county in'. .
1885 and settled where he still lives. He has
six hundred and forty acres of land, upon which
is an orchard of one thousand bearing fruit
trees. besides a considerable tract devoted to the
raising- of wheat. He also owns a quarter-sec
tion of wheat land six miles from Washtucna.
Mr. Milam keeps a herd of three hundred
head of horses and one hundred head of cattle.

-
He has his land all well improYed I .

f h II d . , ane IS on
ate we -to- a men of hiS count,.. e

. In 1868, occurred the marriag~ of Joseph S
Milam to Mary E. Ousley, daughter of M .
Mr H 0 I · r. ands. enry us ev, natives respect' I• , Ive V of
Tennessee and .Kentucky. The parents odiTs
Milam settled l1l Garfield county in 186 .
. th h f t1. I, andl1l at county tea ler lS now living' h'
eighty-fifth year. 111 IS

Mr. and Mrs. Milam have two ch'ld
I·· G Irm
Ivmg, eorgea and Kate, both li"ing in Adams

county.
. Mr. Milam has .always been an active work
mg Democrat, havl1lg cast his maiden vote fo
Buchanan and his second for Stephen A.

r

Douglas. For two years he was justice of
the peace a~ Pome~oy, and in 1888-89 he was
deputy shenff of hiS county. SlI1ce coming to
Adams county he has held the offices of county
commissioner and member of the house of re
presentatives, having been elected to the latter
office in 1900. He also has served repeatedly
as a member of his local school board.

He has always been a public spirited citizen
and a man to whom the business interests of
his county have learned to look for assistance
in furthering any proposition that has for its
purpose the upbuilding and betterment of the
community at large.

•••

WILLIAM H. PHILPOTT is a prom
inent farmer and stock man residing ten miles
northwest of Lind. He came to the state in
1S89 and filed a homestead on his present home.
Being in rather cramped financial circumstances
at that time he found it necessary to spend a
great deal of his time in working for wages in
order to make improvements on his claim. He
went to the Walla Walla harvest fields and
worked during the fall following his advent
into the country, and the next year he rented
a farm near his own and purchased a header,
since which time he has manipulated a great
amount of harvesting machinery.-headers,
threshing outfits and a combined harvester
employing large numbers of men. For ye~rs

his was the only harvesting outfit in a section
of country miles in extent. Prior to I ~I ~r.
Philpott farmed but little, devoting hiS tIme
principally to his machinery and working fOI
others, but during the year mentioned he set-
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tied down to the cultivation of his land. Owing
to drouth and the squirrel .pest, his farming
operations netted hIm practIcally nothmg, so
that he h"ed almost solely upon what he and
his machinery earned during the harvest
months, until in r897 he harv:ested a l~rge crop
and receiyed a hIgh price whIch set hIm on hIs
jed so to speak. In 1899 he purchased two
sections of .railroad land and in I90r another
quarter-section and his brother's interest. in the
machinery and stock whIch the two hItherto
owned jointly. All of his land is fenced and
under cultivation. Mr. Philpott lives in a farm
house costing two thousand five hundred dol
lars, has other improvements and out buildings
to correspond and keeps thirty head of work
horses. He is in decidedly comfortable cir
cumstances, and is a man of well-known re
liability.

William H. Philpott is a native of Chariton
county, Missouri, born October 7, r858. He
was the son of H. R. and Sallie E. (Lee) Phil
pott, natiyes, respectively, of Kentucky and
Virginia. Soon after their marriage the par
ents settled in the county of our subject's birth
and there spent the remainder of their lives
doing farming. Our subject had four uncles
in the Civil VV'ar. The mother was distantly
connected with the far-famed Lee family" so
jamiliar to the student of American history.
Her half-brother and two full brothers were
soldiers in the Civil war. Mr. Philpott's great
grandfather, Ellington, served during the Rev
olutinary War. Both the ancestral families of
OUr subject originally sprung form England.

Mr. Philpott recei ved his early education in
the old Lee school house in his nati ve county,
and upon attaining his majority he started life
Independently by working a farm in partner
ship with an uncle. After one year he and his
brothers, D. E. and L. M., rented a farm for
one year after which Mr. Philpott himself con
ducted a farm in his native state until coming
to Washington. In the year r90r he was mar
ned to Letitia B. Potter, widow of Sanford
Potter. deceased. At the time of this marriage
Mrs. Philpott was the mother of three children,
George 0., Laura M. and Leona D. Potter.
and ?er second marriage has been blessed with
one Issue, Martha Elizabeth Philpott.

Mr. Philpott is one of the most persistent
and active members of the Democratic party
In Adams county. Ever since coming to his

present locality he has been a member of the
county central committee of his party, and
chairman of his precinct committee. He also
takes a deep and active interest in educational
affairs, having for many years been a member
of his local school board and one of the organ
izers of his district as well as of three others in
his vicinity. He is now clerk of his district.
For two years he was superintendent of a Sun
day school in Lind. He subsequently organized
a Sabbath school class in his home distict and is
now superintendent of his local Sunday school.
He is a member of the Southern Methodist
Episcopal church.

In r894 Mr. Philpott's name was proposed
as the nominee of his party for the office of
county commissioner, but he refused to make
the race, using his influence for the nominee of
the Populist party. He is president of the
Farmers' warehouse, the largest warehouse in
Lind, and the one which handled more
wheat than any of its competitors in the fall of
r903· • ••

MARTIN L. STALEY was born in Har
risburg, Pennsylvania, May I r, r840, and is
now a prosperous farmer residing three and
one-half miles northeast from Washtucna. He
was the son of John A. and Catherine (Black)
Staley, who, early in Ii fe, settled in Harris
burg, where the mother died in r844. The
father came west in r850, and was for some
years engaged as a trader in New Mexico and
Texas. He died in the latter named state in
r866. The father during his life was twice
married, our subject being an issue of the first
marriage, and was the parent of three children.

At the age of eighteen. Mr. Staley started
life for himself. having prior to reaching that
age attended school in St. Joseph. Missouri.
He owned a half interest in a coal mine
which he operated until coming west in
r888. Immediately upon coming to this
state in r888 he located a homestead where
he now Ii ,"es. He also at the same time
filed a timber culture claim on an adjoining
quarter-section. and now has one of the choicest
farms in that locality-well improved and con
taining a first-class orchard. He also raises
more or less live stock for market.

In r870, Mr. Staley was married to Mary
E. Carroll, daughter of William and Delila
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(Knee) Carroll, natives, respectivelY, of Ten
nessee and Ohio. Early in Ii fe the parents of
Mrs. Staley removed to Illinois and later to
Missouri, in 1855, in which state both died, the
father in 1872 and the mother in 1880. The
father of Mrs. Staley had buried a wife prior
to his marriage to Delila Knee, and was the
father of fifteen children-ten by his first and
five by his second marriage: Manda, Jerry,
Jake, Napoleon, Nancy, Margaret, Lizzie,
Francis, Alexander, another dying in infancy,
Sarah. lVlary. Benjamin. Esther and Charles.

The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Staley
are five in number: C. Albert and Benjamin
A., both deceased; Minnie, married to L. C.
Huffman, Adams county;. Harvey C. and
Archie D .. \vho live with their father.

In political atfairs, Mr. Staley is an active
Democrat. The onty office he has ever held
is that of school director. which position he
has occupied for twelve years.

• ••

PETER BAuER, a native of Serdoff,
Russia. born February 11, 1870, the son of
Jacob and Elizabeth (Koch) Bauer, i-s a farmer
residing five miles west from Ritzville. A brief
sketch of the family is incorporated with the
sketch of Henry Bauer, a brother of our sub
ject. in another place in this history.

Mr. Bauer received his education in the
states of Nebraska and \Vashington. He came
to America at the age of seven years, and at
the age of twenty-six he purchased a quarter
section of land and engaged in farming. Later
he added another quarter-section of land to
his farm and has continued adding to his hold
ings until he is the owner of five hundred and
sixty acres. all of which is under cultivation and
well impro\'ed with good buildings, a good
water system. orchard, and in fact, all the im
provements to be found on the modern up-to
date farm. He is also engaged to some extent
in the stock raising business.

In 1892, Mr. Bauer was married to Ann'l
Adler. also a native of Russia, who came to
America during the year in which she was mar
ried. To this union have been born six chil
dren; Lavine. Susie. \Villiam. Rosetta. Lillie.
and Kora. Politically. Mr. Bauer is a Repub
lican. Both he and Mrs. Bauer are members
of the Congregational church.

WALTER C. REEDER Fa
h

. . . remost
among t e enterpnsmg and prominent
b . f R' '11' youngusmess men 0 ItzV] e IS Walter C R d

. f' ·eeer
a native 0 Woodtord county. lllinois, bo~

October 3 1, 1863. Although born in Illinois
Mr. Reeder may be classed as a thorough west.
e~ner, for he "vas a lad of only ten years when
hiS parents~ Damel A. and Eliza K. (Crosley)
Reeder, mIgrated With theIr familv to Lit]

O F· . n
county, regan. Ive years later they remo"ed
to Umatilla county, where the boy attended the
graded schools of Weston and Athena. In the
fall of 1886 Walter C. left the family home and
came to Adams county where he filed on a
homestead and purchased a section of railroad
land eighteen miles south of Ritzville. He
tilled the soil until the fall of 1899. when he
rented his land. came to Ritzville and purchased
from O. R. Haight that gentleman's harness
and furniture business and his one-storv brick
business building. In the spring of 1901 he
purchased the adjoining lot upon \\'hich he built
an addition to his store. gi\'ing him a double
building fifty feet by ninety feet,-one side
devoted to harness, saddlery. and so forth. while
the other is taken up with furniture. He car
ries a combined stock of about ten' thousand
dollars, and employs continuously 1WO harness
makers, besides his necessary clerks and sales
men.

In addition to the property interests already
enumerated, Mr. Reeder O\n1S twelve hundred
acres of land in Douglas county near Quincy.
also eighteen hundred acres of land eighteen
miles south from Ritzville which is well im
proved and all in a high state of cultintion. He
has recently purchased a beautiful and palatial
residence at the corner of Boone and Lenox
streets in Spokane. which cost six thousand
dollars. Mr. Reeder is also heavily interested
in various mining properties in \\'ashington.
Idaho and British Columbia.

Mr. Reeder's father was a nati\'e of Penn
sylvania, coming of an old Pennsyh'ania Dutch
family of farmers, and died in 1892; wlule IllS

mother, descending from an old A.menc~n

family of many generations. was born In OhiO.
and now lives at Tacoma. He has three hroth
ers and two sisters \h/illiam H .. Levi B., JO-, . d
seph E .. Rhoda E .. wife of John K. Batt. an
Flora E., wife of Charles M. E.ly. L

"Valter C. Reeder was marned to Anna .
\h/hitaker, a native of Michigan, at Athena,
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Oregon February 7, 1886; and to them have
beeI1 bo~n four children, two of whom are liv
ing. They are; W. Ceryl and A. Loy, aged re
spectively, seven and four; Lela D., dIed Sep
tember II, 1898, aged nine years and eleven
months; and Vera May, died May 12, 1895,
aO'ed fOllr months. Mrs. Reeder's parents were
J~es B. and Ann (Davis) Whitaker, the for
mer a native of Hartford, Connecticut, and the
latter of Kew York state. The father was born
in 1830 and died in 1900, while the mother was
bom in 1835, and is now living at College
place, Washington. Mrs. Reeder has two
brothers and one sister, Ceryl J., Giles H. and
Ada A.

Mr. and Mrs. Reeder are devoted members
of the Christian church, and Mr. Reeder is a
member of the Good Templars, Masonic, Mac
cabees, Workmen, and vVoodmen of the vVorld
fratemities, in each of which he is a man of
influence and distinction. Mr. and Mrs.
Reeder are favorites in society and are the cen
ter of an extended circle of admiring friends.

•••

CHRISTIAN VOGT is a native of Hoch
dor!. Kingdom of \Vurtemberg, Germany,
bom October 11, 1859. He is now a prosper
ous farmer residing three and a half miles
northeast of Lind. His father was John F. and
his mother Katherine (Reichart) Vogt, both
lifelong residents of Germany. Mr. Vogt's
grandfather. Jacob Reichart, served in four
different wars as a soldier: those of 1803, 1806
and 1809 \"ith Austria and with Napoleon, and
the war of 1812 with Russia.

. Our subject is one of only two surviving
chIldren of a familv of seven. He has a sister.
Mary. married to Jacob Koch. living in Lind.
Early in his boyhood Mr. Vogt attended school,
but at the age of fourteen he left school to learn
the stone cutter's trade. He worked at his
trade continuously until arriving at the age
of twenty. when he entered the German army.
He remained in the army two years. and in
1882 came to America, located in Michigan
\\'here he lived five years then came to Ritzville
10. March, 1887. From Ritzville he went to
\hlla \Valia. where he worked on a farm until
October of the same year. Then he retnrned
to RitZVIlle and took a homestead eight miles
SOuthwest of town, which seven years later he

sold in order to purchase his present home.
Here he has five hundred and forty acres, four
hundred and fifty of which are under cultiva
tion, well improved \\'ith good buildings, a fine
orchard, et cetera, and an abundance of water.

Mr. Vogt is an active Democrat, and an
energetic \yorker in matters of education. He
has assisted in organizing two school districts
in his county, and is at the present writing
director of his school district. He is a member
of the M. W. A. fraternity, and a lifelong fol
lower of the Lutheran faith.

In 1895, occurred the marriage of Christian
Vogt to Mary Krehbiel, daughter of Christian
and Magdalena (Dester) Krehbiel, natives of
Germany, who came to America in 1882. The
parents lived first in Illinois, later in Kansas,
and finally, in 1891, came to Vv'ashington,
where they fanned until they died and were
both buried in Adams connty. They were
parents of ten children, eight of whom are liv
ing, Katherina, Jacob, Christian, John. Daniel,
Mary, Magdalena and Susana. Mr. and ?l1rs.
Vogt have five children, Susana, \Valdemer,
Oscar, Magdelina, and Luise. Mr. Vogt is
a member of the Mennonite church.

• • •

LOUIS PFLUGRAD, a farmer residing
six miles north of Lind. is a native of Russia,
born eighty miles south of Odessa. March 7,
1854. He was the son of Frederick and Dora
(Apple) Pflugrad, natives of Germany. The
father removed to Russia at the age of fifteen
years. He is now living and is an extremely
rugged old gentleman, as hearty and acti\'e as
scores of men twenty years his junior.

Mr. Pflugrad is a member of a family
originallv comprising eight children. Samuel,
Carolina, Godlys. Julia. Dora, Christina, Louis
and one who died in infancy.

Until twenty-three years of age Mr. Pflu
grad lived with his parents in Russia, then en
gaged in farming. In 1883. the entire family
came to the United States. settling in Kansas,
where our subject remained four years, then
came to Adams county, vVashington, in 1887.
He took a homestead and a timber culture of
one hundred and sixty acres each, and engaged
in tilling his land, but met with poor success
with his first few crops, owing to the drouth
and the squirrel pest. He thus was compelled
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to go to the harvest fields of \Valla Walla in
order to make a living. In 1894, he broke three
hundred and twenty acres, or all the land he
then had, and the same year he acquired a
small start in cattle. In 1895, he purchased
one section more of land, and in 1901 three
quarter-sections, all of \\"hich, with the excep
tion of one half-section, he has under cultiva
tion. The remainder he uses for pasture land
for his large herd of stock. His land is well
improved in all respects. He has two handsome
residence houses and large barns, granaries
and other out-of-door buildings. He raises as
high as twenty-one thousand bushels of wheat
annually.

In 1877, MT. Pflugrad was married to
Louise Meserle, daughter of Jake and Christina
(Bromburg) Meserle, nati\'e Germans who re
moved to Russia when young, where they spent
the remainder of their lives. They were parents
of fi\'e children, Elizabeth, Christina, Louise,
Jacob and Magdalena. Mrs. Pflugracl de
parted this life on August 3, 1902, leaving seven
children, Jacob, Christina, Regina, Dora,
Hanna, Maria and David. MT. Pflugrad is a
Democrat in politics, and is a devoted member
of the German Lutheran church.

• • •

JACOB DEWALD lives on a three hun
dred and sixtv acre farm three miles north of

~

Paha. He was born in Russia, June 14, 1870,
the son of G. J. and Katherine Dewald. natives
also of Russia, who came to America in 1879.
They lived three years in the state of Nebraska,
after which time thev came to Walla \Valla

~ .
Washington, thence to Bickelton, Klickitat
county, where they lived eight years, then came
to where they now reside in Adams county.
They have been parents of eight children. five
of "'hom are living: Dora, Anna, George, our
subject and John.

Jacob Dewald came to America with his
parents. He began attending the common
schools prior to coming to this country. and
since coming here he attended school until he
became a man. thus acquiring a good grammar
school education. He came to Adams county
with his parents and remained with them until
1888. when he purchased his present faml.
He has all of his land fenced and in an ex
cellent state of cultivation. His buildings are

up to the standard f?und on t~e up-ta-date R.
Bend farms, and hiS farm IS especialI ' I

1· d . h \ we Isupp Ie WIt water. •

. In 190 3 Mr: Dew~ld ,,'as married to :-fag
gJe Swartz, whIch umon has been blessed with
one child, Clara.
. In politics,. MT. D~wald is a Populist, and
IS active 111 hiS party s affairs. Both he and
Mrs. Dewald are members of the M. E. church.

• ••

CLAUS H. CLODIUS. One of Ritzville's
leading grain merchants is Claus H. Clodius
wl:o was born in. Illinois, September 19, 18i!:
HIS father, ChrIstopher F. Clodius, a natire
German, who came to the united States in
1868, is now living the life of a retired farmer
and land owner near Ritzville. His mother,
Gretje (Hoyt) Clodius, is also a native of Ger
many, and married the elder Clodius in Illinois.

In his fifteenth year Claus H. Clodius came
with his parents to Ritzville, \\here. for some
years he attended the Ritzville graded school.
afterward taking charge of the farm while his
father engaged in the lumber and grain busi
ness. In 1894 he entered into partnership with
F. G. Spanjer and D. Von Holt in the mer
chandise business, in which the three continued
as partners until the year 1899 \\·hen the firm
was changed to Clodius & Von Holt, which
endured until 1901, when they sold out to Ken
drick & Companv. and MT. Clodius engaged in
grain buying until l\·lay, 1904.

In addition to his grain business, ~lr.

Clodius is interested with his brothers and his
father in mining- property in Ymil', British
Columbia, in the development of "'hich they
have expended a considerable amount of money.
They are interested also in a marble quarry 10

Stevens county, besides which our subje~t has
a large share in the \~Tashington :\10numental
& Cut Stone Company, of Spokane. and hol~s
the office of vice president. He is also the presI
dent of the Tenino Sandstone & Townsite Com
pany of Tenino, Washington. 1\1 r. CIodius
possesses one-quarter section of land near Ritz
ville, thirty-five acres of which is devoted to
hay culture. while t,,'enty acres is platted mto
town lots' five sections of raw land in Douglas

, 1 I' es'and Adams counties; a fine home where Ie I". ,
besides extensive interests in conjunction With
his father and brothers.
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Mr. Clodius has two brothers, P. Fred and
John C, both of Ritzville, and three siste.rs;
rena M.. WIfe of J. G. Vehrs,a farmer bvmg
near RitZ\'ille; Mary A. and Sena, both at

home.
At Ritzville, in December, 1894, Mr.

CI<~ius was married to Minnie Pfannekuchen,
native of "VISCOnS1l1. The father of Mrs.

~lodius, Otto Pfannekuc.hen, who died in Ritz
rille in 1896, was a natIve of Germany. The
mother, Caroline Pfannekuchen, also a German,
lires on a farm near town.

Mrs. Clodius has four brothers and one
sister William E., John F., Henry, Fritz, and
Emm'a, wife of Jacob Schott, of Ritzville.

Mr. and Mrs. Clodius have four children,
Carl C, Arthur 0., Clara C, and H. Theodore.

Both Mr. Clodius and wife are members of
the German Congregational church. Politic
allv our subject is a Republican, and has sen'ed.,
his party as delegate to both county and state
conventions.

:.lathing could much better indicate the
rigor and enterprise of Mr. Clodius than the
fact that since the above was written. he has
worked \I'ith \'arious others so successfully that
he stands at the head of the large German
American State Bank, which opened its doors
in Ritzville on July I, 1904. Its home is in a
commodious modern fire proof structure at the
corner of Second avenue and D street, one of
the choice locations in the town. M r. Clodius
is a member of the board of di rectors and also
is president of the institution. It is capitalized
for olle hundred thousand dollars and is backed
by the most substantial men of Adams county.
Mr. CIodius has been a moving spirit in the
organization of the bank and his sagacity and
keen business ability insure for it a successful
career.

•••

WILLIAM W. NEARE, who is a pros
perous farmer residing two miles northeast of
Lmd, was one of the first settlers in his locality.
He came to this state and to his present loca
han in 1889, filed on a homestead of a quarter
sectIon of land and immediately engagerl in
farmlllg and improving the same. The first
year of his life here he harvested a bountiful
crop. but during the succeeding six years his
c~ops were almost failures. Conditions then
c anged, so that since that time he has pros-

pered, and succeeded in acquiring more land
until he now has three-fourths of a section all
under cultivation and fenced. His farm is one
of the best improved and most valuable ones
in Adams county.

\Villiam \V. Neare was born in Cattaraugus
county, New York, December 22, 1835, and is
descended from two af the oldest Amercian
families. His father and mother were Charles
and Miranda (Nash) Neare, natives of New
York. His father's father also was born in
New York, and his wife's name was Cynthia
Austin. They came to America early in the
country's history, settled on the IVIohawk
river, in the state of New York, where they
reared a family of six children, whose names,
with dates of birth and death, respectively,
were as follows: Charles. born 1812., died 187.1;
Betsy, 1815, 1883; Harriet, 1817, 19°1;
George, 1824, 1S95; David, 1820, 1828. and
John, 1835, 1853.

Aaron Kash, our subject's mother's father,
was killed during the \iVar of 1812. Silas
Nash, born June 14. 1762, died January 5,
1852, sen'ed in the Revolutionary \Yar. Silas
Nash. J r., born .-\ugust 23. 1784, died Septem
ber 30, 1849. married Sally Bunce. and their
daughter was the second \vhite child ever born
in Cattaraugus county. John N eare, grand
father of our subject, was born in 1786 and
died in 1876.

\Villiam \V. K eare recei\'ed a common
school education. and at the age of nineteen
left home to engage in work for himself. In
1857, he went to Minnesota but returned to
his native state in less than a year and in 1861
was married to Lorinda Davis, daughter of
Alva and Jerusha (Guil) Davis, both natives
of Saratoga countv. New York. Mrs. Neare's
grandparents also \vere natives of the state of
New York. ~\frs. Neare was a member of a
family of se\'en children, who, not including
herself. were: Le\\·is. Lucinda, Norman, 'Nill
iam, IV1arinda and Jane. To IV1r. and Mrs.
Neare ha\'e been born two children: Carl L.,
who reside in .-\dams county. and Burton J.,
a mail agent running between Seattle and Port
land. whose home is in Tacoma.

Immediately after his marriage, Mr.Neare
engaged in farming in his native county, where
he remained for twenty-five years, and in 1889
came to \Vashington.

A stanch. though consistent, Democrat. ~1r.
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Neare takes an active interest in the affairs of
his party. He is also an enthusiast in educa
tional matters, and \vas in 1889 a director of
his district. He was one of the organizers of
the Lind school, \vhich was taught the first
year by his son Burton before the son had at
tained his majority. Mr. Neare has been hon
ored at different times by office and has at dif
ferent places held the office of justice of the
peace.

• • •

CHARLES B. OUILLEN is a farmer-residing about equidistant from Paha, Adams
county. and Quincy. Douglas county, \Vash
ington. and receives mail at either of these post
offices. Born in Seward county, Kebraska.

•
July 26, 1872, he is the son of Thomas and
Drusilla (Hand) Ouillen. nati\'es of Indiana.-The parents lived t\\,O years in Iowa, from
which state they remO\'ed to Furnas county,
Nebraska. Ih'ed there twelve years, then came
to Washington, in 1886. and settled at Endi
cott. AJter three years they removed to St.
John, hvo years later to Vollmer, Idaho, thence
to Grange\'ille, Idaho. and they now live on a
farm in 'Nez Perces county.

1\Ir. Quillen's grandmother on his father's
side is still living in Nebraska at the age of
ninety-three years. Her husband, a Christian
minister, died at the age of seventy-five, as did
also Mr. Quillen's grandfather on his mother's
side of the family.

Charles B. Quillen first attended school at
lvraple Creek in his native state, and at Beaver
City. He came to \Vashington \vith his parents
and attended school until arriving at the age
of fifteen years. when he left school to make a
livelihood for himself. He worked for various
farmers and rode the range for stockmen until
1890, \\'hen he began working near the city of
Moscow, Idaho. After three years here he
went to Grangeville where he freighted for
seven years, a part of which time he also
farmed on rented land, The following two
years he spent in touring the state of \Vashing
ton. He then filed upon the homestead of one
hundred and sixty acres \V here he still 1ives.
He has five head of farm horses and good farm
buildings.

Mr. Charles Quillen was married January
I, 1892, to Ida M, Stillman, daughter of
Charles and Belle J. (Newell) Stillman, Her

father was a native of Iowa and her m th
Illinois. The parents settled in low a ehr of
h f I d· d' 88 a, \I ereteat ler Ie m I 4. The mother .
· d' . \las mar·

ne agam, and :lOW hves at .\von, Idaho. She
IS the mother at two children by her first
· I' b I . mar·nage anc nl11e v ler second. Those no\\, r .-

. B . R b' Da' 1I1l1gare, eSSie, en 111, IS)', Eva, Bertha and
Ralph,- the others being dead. Mr. and Mrs
QUIllen have been parents of three children:
two of whom, Herbert and Orville are st'll
1i\·ing. All were born in Idaho.' I

· Politi.cally, Mr. Q,uillen is an ardent Repub.
IIcan, as IS also hiS ",lie, who has achieved can.
siderable local fame as a worker at the polls.
Both are members of the Cnited .\rtisans. and
Mrs, Quillen is a member of the Christian
church. Mr. Quillen has one brother and one
sister, Frank and Jennie.

•••

FRED THIEL follows the drug business
in Ritz\·ille. He \\'as born in Seraclda, Russia,
October 19, 1876. the son of Jacob and Lizzie
(Strombecker) Thiel, natives of Russia but of
German descent.

The parents came to America in 1878 and
lived both in Franklin and Hitchcock counties,
Nebraska. before coming to southern Idaho. to
Baker City and to Walla Walla in 1882, In
the spring of 1883 they drove to Adams county
and located a. homestead, Later, they pur'
chased more land, but they are nm\' living in
retirement in Ritzville. Thev were parents ot
four children, J. J .. now a professor in Winfield
College, Kansas: M ike, Henry and Fred. .

Fred Thiel received his first schooling 111

Adams county, and later took a course in a
Portland bus·iness college, At the age oi
twentv-two he took a homestead, but after tll'O
years' he sold out and removed to Ritzville.
where he engaged in the hardware business as
a member of the King Mercantile Com~any.

He subquently sold his interest in the bUSiness
and engaged in the drug, stationery and glass
business, which he is now following.

The married life of Mr. Thiel (lates from
the year 1903 when he took for hi s wife Katie
Schoesler d~ughter of Jacob and Elizabeth
(Betheru~) Schoesler, of German descent btlt

I
natives of Russia. The grandparents of Mrs.
Thiel came to America in 1892, remained SIX

months then returned to Russia where they bre
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t the present time. Her parents came to
~merica in 1878 and now reside on their farm
:JOrth from Ritzville.. .

Politically, Mr. Thiel IS a Democrat, and an
active party man. He is at this writing a mem
ber of the city council of Ritzville, and one of
the promising young business men of the town.
He belongs to the M. \V. A. fraternity, and
both he and 1\1rs. Thiel are members of the
Congregational church.

Mr. Thiel is a prominent man in the city
and holds various positions. He was delegate
to the state convention held at Olympia in
August, 1904; is a stockholder of the German
American Bank in Ritzville; is president of the
Diboya Mining & Milling Company of Mon
tana; is president and treasurer of the Gilson
Thiel opera house in Ritzville; and is treasurer
of the Ritzville Chamber of Commerce.

• ••
SAMCEL W. WEBB. merchant, \vho

O\ITIS one of the largest general merchandise
stores in Paha. was born in Jefferson \'alley,
tOlrn of Poney, Montana. October 9, 1875. the
son of W. B. and Etta A. (Cheney) Webb.
The father \vas a native of Vermont and the
mother of Massachusetts. and tbe t,,·o came to
~Iontana in 1871. In that state they made
their home for eighteen years, where they made
a comfortable fortune. After leaving Montana
they went on a prolonged visit to the father's
old Vermont home. returned as far as Illinois.
where they lived until 1882. "'hen they came to
Cheney. Washington. They still make that
cit" their home. :tv!r. "Vebb is one of the most
highly respected pioneers of the town. and for
four years has held the office of justice of the
peace. They ha\'e been parents of eight chil
dren. six of whom are living: Nellie. Nettie.
Charles, Henry, Samuel and Theodore. Alva
and Amanda are the ones deceased.

Samuel \Vebb's education was received in
the Common schools of Vermont. Illinois and
~heney, with a year in the normal school of the
cay of Cheney. After leaving school he went
to Kaslo. British Columbia. where he worked in
a mercantile store and at the dairy business.
Returning to Cheney. he was employed for
seven years in the dairy business of J. L. Gilette.
after which time he came to Paha and worked
for a time in the mill. He started his present
bUSiness in November, 190 3.

In 1898, on January 8, Samuel Webb was
married to Flora B. Stroup, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Daniel Stroup, of Cheney. Her
mother is now living in Spokane. One child,
Carrol C, is an issue of this union.

Mr. Webb is an ardent Democrat, and a
member of the Modern \Voodmen and the
Royal Neighbors of America fraternities. Mrs.
Webb is a Rebekah.

•••

GEORGE G. EVANS, by trade a plasterer,
is living on a farm three and one-half miles
west of Hatton, Adams county, \Vashington.

Born June 10. 1858, in Parke county. In
diana, he removed early in life to Coles county,
Illinois, where he received the advantage of the
common schools. At the age of eighteen he
started out in life as an apprentice to the trade
of which he four years later became a master,
and in 1880 he went to Texas. For two years
he \vorked in the employ of a railroad company
in that state at getting out timbers. after "'hich
he returned to Indiana, where he lived until
1887, when he went to Missouri. He worked
at his trade in Missouri until 1889. having the
superintendency of a large force of men. He
came to Adams county, \Vashington. in 1890
and filed on his present homestead. Since the
date mentioned he has applied himself to the
cultivation of his farm and working at his
trade. His farm is all under cultivation, \vell
improved and amply supplied with live stock.

The parents of Mr. Evans were Calvin and
Levina (Tucker) Evans, natives. respectively,
of North Carolina and New York. Thev both•
emigrated to Indiana early in life. married and
spent the remainder of their lives in Parke coun
tv. The father was descended from an old

•

\Velsh family which came to America in the
early days. settled in North Carolina. and there
united with the Friends church under the lead
ership of \Villiam Penn. The father remained
true to the Quaker faith until his death. The
mother was a Presbvterian. Her ancestors
came from England and were early settlers in
the state of Rhode Island, later removing to
Indiana. The father was a cabinet maker by
trade. and in Indiana he conducted an exten
sive business, employing a great number of
men.

The brothers of our subject are: N. J.. R.
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• • •

BE~JAMIN F. BERRY, who resides
about three miles northwest from Fletcher in
the country known as the Rattlesnake flat, is
one of the heaviest wheat producers of the Big
Bend country. He is a man of marked energy
and industry and has gained his princely hold
ing through his own unaided efforts. At the
present time, he owns nine and one-half sections
of first-class wheat land, and one and one-half
pasture. The nine and one-half sections
are in crop. His estate is one of the
largest in Adams county and owing to the skill
ful management of the same is one of the best
paying in the country. J\1r. Berry has six men
employed all the year round and during por
tions of the year has many more. He is a
pioneer and has been on the frontier almost all
his life, participating in the labors and adven
tures incident to mining, prospecting, freight
ing and so forth.

Benjamin F. Berry was born in Wapella
county, Iowa, near Ottumwa, on March 30,
r 852. In his native country he was reared on
the farm and received his education from the
public schools. At the age of twenty-three, he
determined to seek his own fortune in the west
and we find him in Colorado, Nevada, Cali for
nia. Oregon, Idaho and in various other sec
tions actively engaged in different enterprises,
and ever showing the energy and wisdom that
could but bring success. These labors con
tinued until r892. when he came to where his
home is now located and took a quarter-section
under government right. From that time until
the present, Mr. Berry has given careful atten
tion to farming and stock raising, more espec
ially to farming. He improved the home place
in a proper manner with all buildings, fences

B., \T\!illiam, and R. B. Evans. One brother, and so forth needed and it is supplied with an
James \T\!. Evans, is now dead. Mr. Evans abundance of good water and an orchard of
has two nephews: John G., son of N. J. Evans; fifteen acres. Mr. Berry was thorol1"hlv
Do d C f \ " J E . 1 f h h " ~ can·na! ., son 0 'v. . vans. • vlllcec rom t e start t at this was a magnifi.

Mr. Evans is a consistent and active Dem- cent wheat country and he accordingly det .
ocrat in politics, and has for several years mined to possess more lanel. With thi~ endern
served his party as committeeman. He is a view he laid his plans and from time to tim
member of the Odd Fellows lodge, has taken bought land from the railroad company and oth~
all the degrees of the order and in r884 he ers until he has now seven thousand "and forty
represented his lodge in the session of the Grand acres as stater! above. To handle this l11agnifi
Lodge. He is also a member of the Uniform cent domain, Mr. Berry has a large number of
Rank, Knights of Pythias. horses and mules,_ which he raises on the farm.

He has the latest and most improved machinerv
including a combined harvester ami thresh~;
and has shown splendid executive abilitv in

~

handling his business. His principal crop is
wheat. His grain is marketed at Washtucna
and Lind and the produce of this farm would
feed many hundred people. In addition to what
has been mentioned, Mr. Berry has stock hold
ings in the German-American Bank at Ritz
ville and is a director. He is also interested in
the Medical Lake Sanitarium and owns con
siderable property besides.

In fraternal affiliations, he is connected lI'ith
the 1. O. O. F.

At Ritzville, in November, r900. Mr. Berry
married Miss Margaret McVene. a native af
Michigan and to them one child, Benjamin F..
J r., has been born. \T\!hen Mr. Berry located
in this country, it was wild and thoroughly un
inhabited. He has had the pleasure of seeing it
settled up and built up to be one of the choicest
sections of \T\!ashington ancl in this good lahar
he has been a leader. He is ever interested in
the improvement of the roads, in making better
schools and heartily co-operates with every
movement that is for the welfare of the com
munity.

Mr. Berry has been a great traveler and the
experience that he has acquired in his labors
and travels has made him a well infomled
man. Yet' notwithstanding the fact that he
has seen some of the choicest sections in the
United States he is firm in the belief that
Adams county'is one of the best to be found in
the west. No such thing as luck has brought
about the gratifying result with which we see
Mr. Berry blessed at the present time.. for ta
the careful observer it is evident that IllS mas-,
terful ability and keen foresight were .respon
sible directly for the accumulation of thiS great
property. He laid his plans well and then
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, rked to the mark, allowing nothing to swerve
;i~ from accomplishing that which, he had
lanned to do. As a man, Mr. Berry IS gener

~us and genial, as ~ citizen he is loyal and
patriotic, and as a busmess operator, he IS force
iul and successful. His standi~g in ~he com
munity is of the best and hIS cIrcle at fnends
is as wide as his acquaintance.

• ••

JOHN C: LONG is a prominent citizen
oi Paha, Washington, engaged in the livery
and dray business, connected with the business
oi buying and selling stock. Born in Garfield
county, \Vashington, February 18, 1881, he is
the son of Clark and Ora (Saint) Long, a
sketch of whose lives is given in this history.

When a babe of two years, John C. Long
was taken by his parents to Ritzville, where he
attended school until seventeen years of age,
\rhen he left school to assist his father on the
iarm. He was thus engaged until 1902, when
he started in life for himself, engaging in the
business of raising stock. He now has eighty
head of stock of his own, two city lots, and a
stone business block in which his business is
carried on, which block is one hundred feet
square. He does a first rate business. and
keeps twelve horses continually at the command
oi his patrons. During his earlier days he rode
the range as a cow-boy a great deal, and has
seen some of the hardships of pioneer cow-boy
life.

In fraternity circles, Mr. Long is a member
of the Modern Woodmen, and politically, he is
an active Republican. He at one time was
elected constable of his precinct.

• ••

. LAWRENCE O. STEWART was born
In Friendsville, Wabash county, Illinois. l\.farch
13, 1877. He is the son of James C. and :Mary
~. (C?uch) Stewart, also of Illinois birth. who
~'ed 10 their native state until coming to

amon, Washington, in 1888. They later re
moved to Chehalis county. and are now living
at Montesano, Washington. They have been
parents of five children. all sons: L. 0 .. N. R.,
]. 0 .. L. D., and W. L.
. Mr. Stewart received his early education
In the common schools of \Vabash countv, and

•

later at Cosmopolis, and Cedarville, \Vashing
ton, and was graduated from the eighth grade
of the Oakville public schools. At the age of
twenty he left school and learned the carpen
ter's trade, which he followed at intervals cov
ering three years. At the expiration of that
time he entered into partnership with G. F.
Taylor, and founded the Oakville Cr'uiser, at
Oakville, Washington. He sold his interest
to his partner, which he later purchased back,
and in November, 19°3, the firm organized the
Adams County Publishing Company and
started the Adams COt/Hty Hub.

In addition to his newspaper interests Mr.
Stewart has twenty acres of land adjoining
the town of Oakville, and also some city lots
in the same town.

Politically, he is an active Republican. He
is a member in 'good standing of the Modern
vVoodmen lodge, No. 9,063, Oakville, and of
the Methodist Episcopal church.

• ••

DAVID TEEGARDEN resides nine miles
northwest from Lind and his business is that
of a farmer and travelling man in the employ
of the King Mercantile Company as agent for
the McCormick Harvesting Machinery Com
pany. He has been engaged in the latter busi
ness for three years.

David Teegarden was born in Stark coun
ty, Ohio, April I, 1845, and \"as the son of
'Solomon and Elizabeth (Grant) Teegarden,
natives of Pennsylvania. They were, respect
ively, of Holland and Irish ancestry. Early in
their lives they removed to Indiana, later to
Iowa and in I 894 the father came to \Vash
ington and settled at Walla \Valla, where he
died. The mother died some years ago in
Indiana. They were parents of three chil
dren besides our subject, vVilliam A., Mrs.
Sarah Hawley, whose husband is dead, and
Mrs. Jennie Embree.

Mr. Teegarden received his education in
Indiana, and at the age of twenty-two com
menced farming for himself. After being thus
engaged two years he entered the livery busi
ness at \Vest Branch, Iowa, and two years
later transferred his headquarters to Marshall
town. Iowa. Later he sold out and engaged in
farming in Iowa, which he followed until com
ing to Lind in 1900. Here he purchased a
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section of raw land, which he now has under
culti\'ation and well improved. He also has
a large number of horses and cattle, farm
machinery and all the necessary equipments
of the modern well conducted farm.

In 1867, Mr. Teegarden was married to
Alice Hawley, daughter of Joseph and Alice
(Gruwell) Hawley, natives of Scotland. Mr.
and Mrs. Hawley were parents of five children,
v\' iIliam, deceased, Isaac, Catherine, deceased,
Elvin. and Ann, deceased.

To Mr. and Mrs. Teegarden have been
born three children: Elizabeth, married to
Strother Douglas, of Ritzville; Anna, living
with her parents; and Charles A. T. Teegarden,
of Okanogan county.

l\Ir. Teegarden is a Republican in politics,
and has held the office of constable for a num
ber of years. He is an active political man.
l\I rs. Teegarden is a member of the Quaker
church.

• ••

WILLIAM R. WILLIAMS resides on a
farm seven miles east from Hatton. Born in
Franklin county, Illinois, June 4. 1835. he was
the son of John R. and Sarah (Adams) Will
iams, the former a native of Tennessee and the
latter of North Carolina. The parents removed
to Illinois when young, and later established
a home in Missouri. However, after a brief
space in that state they again removed. going
to Linn county, Kansas, where both died. The
father was a farmer, and was also a Baptist
minister.

\Villiam R. \Villiams is a member of a
family originally comprising twelve children.
He received a good education in the common
schools of the states of Illinois and Missouri,
and at the age of twenty-one he left school and
engaged in teaching in Kansas. In 1861 he
enlisted in what was called the Enrolled Militia
of Kansas, and served throughout the Civil
\Var. During his service he was engaged in
the battles of the Big Blue in Jackson county,
Missouri, \Vestport, Mine Creek and several
less important fights and skirmishes. During a
portion of his enlistment he was sergeant of
his company, which was detailed to defend the
state. and after the war his company was en
gaged in fighting the Jay Hawkers for six
months.

Upon leaving the army Mr. \iVilliams en-

gaged in farming and in buving and n'
live stock, which business he f~llowed tense mg
He came west in 1887 and located On a hyears.

dl b · h ome-stea , ater uymg tree hundred and t .
h h · \\entv

acres were e now lIves. He also re t .
section of school land. He has his lan~ s ~
under cultivation and in an advanced stat af. e 0
Improvement.

In 1868 Mr. \Villiams was married to
Elvl.na Stre.et, w~o died In 1875, leaving a
famJly of SIX children, John R., Andrew J.,
Mary E., Anna B., Florence E. and James R

In 1876 Mr. Vo.'illiams was again married'
his wife being Mrs. Amy Morrison, widow of
J. \V. Morrison. Mrs. \Villiams' parents were
Roswell and Maria (Winfield) Fairchild. na
tives of New York state. Thev settled earll·

•

in life in Ohio, later removed to Illinois, whe~e

Mrs. Vvilliams was born, and finally established
themselves in Kansas, where both have sinee
died. They were parents of six children, Ed
win L.. Lucina, Silas \V., Jane, Fannie and
Amy, twin sisters.

Mrs. \Villiams was married to J. W, Mor
rison in I87I. and one child, Estella, married
to J. S. Kenney, is the issue of this union. By
their last marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Williams
have had born to them two children, William
A. and Emma M.

Mr. Williams is a Republican. He has
been school director about thirtv vears, and \ras. ,

instrumental in the organization of his home
district.

He is a member of the F. and A. M. fra
temity, and altogether one of the most highly
respected pioneers in the Big Bend country.

•••

AUGUST C. JANSE:-J is engaged in
farming six miles north of Lind. Washmgron,
where he has the finest farm in the locality. He
was born in Durant. Cedar county, Iowa. ~la~'
I, 1873, the son of Henry and Caroline (Kuehl)
Jansen both natives of Germany who came to
the U~ited States in 1865 and located at Dar'
enport, Iowa. Subsequently they lived. III ~:
rious parts of Iowa nine years bemg m P

. ' t the statetawattamle county, and then came a , d
of \Vashington in 1889, settling at L,l~I'
Thence, in 19°1, they went to Walla Wa a
where they now live. The children of M~
and Mrs. Henry Jansen, not including our su ,
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'ed, are. Mrs. Christina Krehbiel, F., R., Mrs.
J,nna Linville, Dora and M 111111e. Besides these
the ha\'e buried five.

YAugl1st C. Jansen received ,a good common
school educa~ion, a part of which he gamed m
pottawattamle county, Iowa, and a part m Lmd,
and at the age of twen~y-two he started in life
for himself. He worKed at vanous occupa
tions among which might be mentioned two
rear~ spent as lineman in the employ of the
\:orthern Pacific railroad, and took a home
;tead in 1898. Heat the same time purchased
ahalf-section of land and succeeded in placing
the whole under fence and cultivation, \\hen he
sold out and purchased eleven hundred and
t\l'enty acres where he now lives. His improve
ments are elaborate and of the most modern
tvpe, making his farm, as we stated in the be
ginning. the most beautiful in the vicinity. He
also keeps a large herd of cattle and horses. He
has an especially fine orchard covering eleven
acres of ground. He also owns a residence and
four choice lots in the town of Lind.

ML Jansen was married in 1899 to Ger
trude Bogk, daughter of Aug~st and Wilhel
mina Bogk, natives of Berlin and OSSO\\O,
Kreis Friedland, Germany, respectively, The
father died in 1889, at Berlin.

Mrs. Jansen has one brother, George, who
is living \\ith the mother in Lind, where he is
operator for the Northern Pacific. Mr. and
Jlrs. Jansen have one child, Rudolph G.

ML Jansen is a liberal in politics, and has
for four years held the office of constable. He
15 a member of the 1. O. O. F. and of the j\r.
IV, A. of Lind, and Mrs. Jansen is a member
of the R. N. of A. of Lind. Mrs. Jansen is
also an adherent of the Lutheran church.

•••

EMIL HAMANN was born in Saxony,
Germany, July 18, 1863, attended the common
schools of his native country until reaching
the age of fourteen years, then learned the shoe
maker's trade. He served three years' ap
prentIceship, after which he started in business
for himself. However, he took considerable
ttme in which to thoroughly tour the continent
upon which he was born and at twenty he en-
t d 'rt the army, where he served three years.

e then came to the United States and located
at Columbus, Ohio, in 1886. Here he worked

in a shoemaker's shop for a time, then was one
and a half years in the employ of the Govern
ment, after which time he came to Ritzville,
where he entered a shop in which he worked
at his trade. After a brief length of time he
married and settled on a farm,-a homestead
of one hundred and sixty acres. The year of
1889 he spent working at the bench in a Spo
kane shoe-shop, after which he returned and
continued the improvement of his farm. His
wife dying at this time, he left his homestead
and spent two years on Puget Sound, then re
turned to Adams county and purchased a half
section of land, to which he added another
half-section in 1902. Later he sold one-half
of his land, and is still farming the remain
ing tract, which lies three and one-half miles
east of Lind. He has his farm well improved
and all under cultivation. His buildings are of
the latest and most elaborate type found on the
farm, and he has an excellent orchard. He
also deals heavily in stock-mules horses and. ,
cattle.

Mr. Hamann's parents were ~rl and
Amelia (Dagald) Hamann, natives of Ger
many, in which country they are still li\'ing.
They are parents of four children, not including
the son of whom we are writing: Otto, Robert,
Hugo and Max. The father, like our subject,
is a shoemaker bv trade.•

:Mr. Hamann's first wife was Dora Spooner,
to whom he \V'as married in 1888, and \\'ho died
one year after marriage.

In 1891 our subject was married to Kat
terma Binsmail. a native of Germany. To
this union has been blessed with five children, .
whose names are: Mary, Mollie, Fritz, Jacob
and \Villiam, all of whom live with their par
ents.

In political opinion Emil Hamann is a Re
publican, and is an active member of his party.
In fraternity circles he is identified with the 1.
O. O. F. and the K. of P.

,. ..
GEORGE SCHAFER is a prosperous

farmer residing nine miles south of Ritzville,
where he owns nine hundred and sixty acres
of well improved and cultivated land.
He has his entire fami fenced. t\yO
wells which supplv an abundance of water,
and a first-class orchard. He Clme to the
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place in 1891 and filed on eighty acres
since which time he has purchased land from
time to time until the tract has grown to the
extent noted above. He came to the county a
poor man, and for the first few years he found
it necessary to hire himself out on wages in
order to make a living. He now rates as one
of the well-to-do farmers of Adams county.

Mr. Schafer was born in Northern Russia
September 23, 1853, the son of Conrad and
Margaret (Haddow) Schafer, natives of Rus
sia, in which country they lived until coming
to America in 1877. They located in Nebraska,
and eight years later came to \Valla Walla,
where the father is now living. Our subject
is a member of a family originally numbering
six children, who, besides himself, were: Con
rad, Jacob, Margaret, Katie and one who died
in infancy.

Mr. Schafer began his education in a church
school in his native country. He came to
America. Kebraska and to Walla \Valla with
his parents, and after receiving a fair common
school education started in life for himself.
His first work was on a railroad, and from that
occupation he entered the business of farming
in Klickitat county. He came to his Adams
county homestead in 1891.

In 1874 occurred the marriage of George
Schafer to Margaret \Veiderman, daughter of
Conrad and Margaret \Veiderman, and to this
union five children were born. Mrs. Schafer
died in 1884, and four years later our subject
was married to Katie Leignar, daughter of
John and Chnstina (Reinhart) Leignar, natives
of Russia, in which country the father died,
and the mother still lives at the age of seventy
seven years.

This union has been blessed ,vith one child,
Samuel, who lives ,Yith his parents.

Mr. Schafer is an active Republican, and
with his wife. is an ardent member of the
Methodist Episcopal church.

•••

JOHN N. OLSON .is one of the substantial
and representative farmers of Adams county
and resides two and one-half miles northeast
from Ritzville. where he owns a very fine estate.
A portion of this was taken up as a timber cul
ture claim in 1884 and since that he has add~d

by purchase until he owns seven hundred and

fifty acres. The farm is well improved I'n
d h · erery

respect an sows eVIdence of thrift and' d
H · h d' f In us-try. IS orc ar IS one 0 the best in the ...

. h'l h' 'd Hcm·Ity w I e IS resl ence and barns are cI ed
with .the finest in ,Adams county. Every ~:~il
of thiS fine establIshment as ,veil as its general
manag7ment shows care and sagacity and ~lr.

Olson IS to be classed among Adams countv's
best farmers. -

John N. Olson was born near Filipstad,
Sweden, March 30, 1847, the son of a miller
who also did, mec~anical work. The pUbli~
schools of hiS native country' furnished the
education of our subject until sixteen, when he
went to Lesjofors and wrought there in the
flour mill for four and one-half years. He was
taken with a severe attack of the American
fever and finally as the only cure embarked jor
New York, landing in Castle Garden, on May
26, 1868. He soon came west to College
Springs, Iowa, and worked for the first summer
on the farm. Then he attended school at Lucas
Station dUTing the winter. In the summer of
1869, Mr. Olson wrought as a bridge carpenter
and the following winter attended school in
College Springs, Iowa. The next spring found
him in St. Joseph, Missouri and there he did
carpentering until the spring of 1874. Then
he returned to College Springs and opened a
cabinet shop and furniture store ,vhich occupied
him until the spring of 1884, Owing to his
failing health on account of the close confine
ment, he sold out and came west, landing in
Ritzville on May 16, 1884. He resided in tOlm
and improved his farm besides working at car
pentering between times until December 9,
1886, when he removed to the farm. which has
been the family home since that time.

At College Springs, Iowa, on ~OI'ember 30,
1876, occurred the marriage of :YIr. Olson and
Sarah Nelson, daughter of Nels Kelson, also
a native of Sweden who came to this conntry,
in 1868 and now lives near Ritz\'ille, Mrs.
Olson has three sisters and one brother. Mrs.
Charley Olson, Mrs. C. D. Olson and Mrs. C.
H, B. Carlson, all residing in the I'lclmty 0:
Ritzville and Andrew F. Nelson, resldmg a

, . t s
Yorktown, Iowa. Mr. Olson has two SIS er
and four brothers, namely, Charles, Olaf, Peter
]., J ohan, Mrs. Katherine Stark, and Anme,
deceased. Mrs, Stark is living in the old coun
try. Peter J. died on March 15. 1902 and was
one of the oldest pioneers in Adams county.



MR. AND MRS. JOHN N. OLSON

HOME OF MR. AND MRS. JOHN N. OLSON
TWO AND ONE-HALF MILES NORTHEAST OF RITZVILLE
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To Mr. and Mrs. Olson four children haye
born Carl M., Abner A., John E. L., and

~;ed, ,,'ho died when an infant. Mr. Olson
h always taken a deep mterest m educatIOnal
aStters and has been school director for six

• b . .'ears. He has also een county commISSIOner
} d is widely known as a man of sagacIty and
anbstantial qualities. He is not only classed
s~ a pioneer of this section of Adams county
~ut a man who has added materially to the
prosperity and development of .the commul1lty.
In politics, he favors much m the PopulIst
platform but is extremely liberal, voti~lg for
men of princIple regardless of party affilIatIOns.
Jlr. and Mrs. Olson are now enjoying the
emoluments that thrift, honesty and industry
have placed at their door.

• I •

HENRY F. SCHROEDER, of the firm of
Schroeder & Albeck, contractors and builders
01 Lind, Washington, was born in Hamburg.
Germany, December 22, 1873, the son of John
and Mary (Stauss) Schroeder, also natives
of Germany. The parents came to America in
1883, and located in Kankakee county, Illinois.
where they still live. The father is a contrac
tor and builder, and still works at his trade.

Mr. Schroeder has two sisters. Mrs. Louisa
Schilling. Kankakee, Illinois. and Hermania,
living with her parents, and a brother in Ger
many. His grandfather served in the Franco
Russian ,,·ar. At the age of ten years our sub
Ject came to America with his parents, attended
school in Kankakee county, and when sixteen
he began learning the carpenter's trade. "'hich
he followed continuously until the outbreak of
the Spanish-American war. As a member of
Company L, Third Illinois Volunteer Infan
try. having enlisted at Springfield. he ,yent I

to Chattanooga. where he drilled until going
\\"Ith his company to Porto Rico. U mler the
command of General Brooks he participated in
the capture of Araya, Guayama. and other sta
lions. and on October 23. 1898. he "'as wound
ed and sent to the hospital. Here he contracted
a severe case of typhoid fever and was placed
aboard a hospital ship and brought to Port
Comfort and placed in Josiah hospital. After
SIX weeks he was sufficiently recovered as to
be able to return home, where he recuperated a
year then came west. He came to Spokane

first, and later toured Eastern \\'ashington and
Oregon, finally settling, in 1899, at Lind. He
also took a homestead of one hundred and sixty
acres of land nine miles from Lind, which he
has in culti vation and well impro,·ed. He has
a fine home in town, and is in a prosperous con
dition. His firm does practically all the con
tracting there is done in the to'Y11.

Politically he is a Republican, and takes an
acti"e interest in the affairs of his part,·. He
• •
IS a member of the German Baptist church.

•••

AUGUST WEISE is a farmer and stock
raiser residing two miles east of Lind. Born in
Bergfield, Germany, April 14, 1841, he was
the son of Michael and Minnie (Kuntz) \Veise,
both also nati"es of Germany, in which country
they passed their lives and died. Upon their
death they ,,"ere .survived by five children:

August, Louise, Frederick, Pauline and Amelia.
~lr. \Veise attended the common schools of

Germany until arriving at the age of twenty
years, when he then left school and commenced
working on a farm. Il1l86S he came to Amer
ica, locating in Marinette county, \iVisconsin.
where he ""orked in a sawmill for four years.
He then purchased a piece of land, four acres
of ,,"hich he cleared, then sold out, remoyed to
Green Lake county, and again took up the busi
ness of farming" He sold this farm in 1886
and remo"ed to New Salem, Dakota, where he
remained five years, and then came to Pendle
ton, Oregon. Later he remoyed in turn to Ar
lington and Portland. and in 189 I he came to
Lind, ,,"here he has li"ed e"er since. He took
a homestead upon coming here, and later
hought a quarter section of land. making him
the owner of three hundred and twenty acres,
all of ,dlich is well improved and under culti
,·ation.. He had a difficult time in making a
Iiying after coming here. but is now well-to-do,
hal'ing a fine farm and a large herd of cattle.

1\11'. \Veise was married in 1872 to Amelia
Po,,·ell. who died in 1882, leaving one child,
Pauline.

In 1882 our subject"was married a second
time. his bride being Bertha Schmidt, daugh
ter of Fred and Schmidt, to which
union eight children have been born. four of
whom are living: \Villiam, Mrs. Bertha Clary,
August and Charles.
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August \,Veise is a Democrat, and takes a
leading interest in the affairs of his party. His
church home is with the Lutheran denomina
tion. \Iv'hile in \Visconsin, Mr. \Iv'eise was a
member of his school board, and at another
time was the assessor of the town of Blue
Grass. He has always been an active and
prominent man in all enterprises whose object
was the upbuilding and development of his
country, and is regarded as being one of the
foremost citizens of his locality.

•••

S. L. THOMAS resides eight and one-half
miles east from Hatton, where he is engaged in
farming, his principal crop being wheat. He
was born in Kent county. Michigan, August 28,
1859, the son of Johnathan and Caroline
(Thomas) Thomas.

His early education was gained in the com
mon schools of his native state. In 1873, when
fifteen years of age, he started across the plains
and succeeded in reaching the state of Califor
nia. where he worked on a farm fifteen vears.

o •

He then came to vVashington and filed on a
homestead where he now lives. He has con
tinued to add to his holdings in real estate until
he now o\vns in all five thousand acres of agri
cultural land, upon which he has one of the
finest water systems to be found in Adams
countv. This \vater svstem consists of four. -
good wells and two gasoline engines with which
to elevate the water into tanks. whence it is
piped in every direction over the farm. He has
a splendid fourteen-room residence, completely
modern in every particular, even to the tele
phone, and he also has two immense horse
barns, holding fifty head of horses. His gran
ary is known far and wide from the fact that.
not only it is an unusually large one, but that
in its cupola is contained a large four-faced
clock, visible for more than a quarter of a mile.
His farm improvements also include a black
smith and harness shop. three chicken houses,
two large implement houses, and all necessary
out buildings for the estate, making it, all things
considered, perhaps the best improved farm in
Adams county.

Every mechanical appliance that could be
utilized on a first-class \Iv'ashington wheat farm,
is found on Mr. Thomas' place. Among the
equipment may be mentioned two combined

harvesters, one operated by thirty-tw h
and the other by a fifty horse powera orses
Eac~ m~chine is capable of harvesting :::r~~:
hvenng III the sack seventy-five acres of 'h
d 'l Th 1 . II eatal y. e atest gang dISC plows are us d' ,
., h '1 d h e InstIrrlllg t e SOl an t e large traction en .

. d . '1' d d . gInementlOne IS utI Ize unng the plOwing sea
d I , fi Qan t 11S out t can turn over sixty acres in

~ay. These splendi~ machines may be s~:
III cuts III other portIons of this work. Als
there is a cut of Mr. Thomas' home with som~
of the other bUlldlllgs, but the place is so mam
moth th~t a cut cannot do Justice to the mag
mficent Improvements on thIS domain.

•••

GARRETT W. LAVEKDER is a
prosperous farmer and stock raiser resid
ing one mile east of Griffith postoffice,
Adams county, \Vashington. Born in
Animas, Colorado, November 5, 1873. ?\Ir.
Lavender is the son of Jesse and Susan
(Rhoades ) Lavender. natives of :\lissouri.
The elder Lavender lived in the state of his
birth until fifteen years of age Il'hen he re
moved with his parents to Texas. and in 1870
he removed to LaPlata countv. Colorado. hal-

•

in~ previously married. and in 188+ he came
to Tillamook county. Oregon. The family lived
there only two y~ars, then came to :\dams
county, vVashington, where Mr.. Lavender took
a stock ranch and engaged in the bnsiness of
cattle raising, while his wife and children lived
in Ritzville. After five years he took his fam
ily to a home on Crab creek where he contin
ued in the stock business. Here they 1ived un
til 19°1, when Mr. Lavender sold his land to
his son. removed to Spokane. and there died,
November ro, 1903. His wife still survives.
and makes her home in Spokane. She has t\\'o
and one-half sections of land, as \yell as anum·
bel' of cattle and a large drove of horses, Mr.
and Mrs. Laveneler were parents of e1el'en
children seven of whom now'live, Ivhose names
besides that of our subject, are: Stonewall]..
Joseph A., Jesse H., Andrew L., Clay M. and
Norah A.

Garrett \V. Lavender, early in life. attended
school in his native city, and continued hIS edu
cation until graduatin~ from the Ritzville

- . de
schools in 1893. He started in business m ~
pendently at the age of twenty. At that ag
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I entered the business of raising stock as his
:ether had done, in which he has been more or
~a s heavily engaged ever since. In 1898 he
e:rchased eight hundred acres of land eight
~iles north of Ritzville, which he immediate
Iv proceeded to cultivate in connection with his
;tock business. He later acqUIred a ha.lf sec
tion of agricultural land south of RItzvIlle
\rhich he rents to tenants, and he also has a
section of railroad land which he rents as
pasture.

On January 9, 1900, occurred the marriage
of Garrett W. Lavender to Ada M. Baird,
daughter of J. G. and Nellie (Adams) Baird,
natives of Illinois, and parents of five children.
The brothers and sisters of Mrs. Lavender are:
John W., Grace, May and Maud.

Garrett Vv". Lavender is one of the enthus
iastic and stalwart Democrats of his county,
and devotes considerable atten tion to the af
fairs of his party.

•••

OTTO PFANNEKUCHEN was born in
Brunswick, Germany, November 7. 1838, the
son of German parents. and one of a family
of three children. The other two members of
the family are Ernest and \""illia.

Mr. Pfannekuchen was educated in his na
tive country and also learned the flour milling
trade, which he followed in Germany before
coming to America when twenty-seven years of
age. He located in Madison, Wisconsin, in
the vicinity of which city he worked at farm
labor twenty-six years. He then worked at his
trade three years, but returned to farm work
which he followed until 1889, when he came to
.\dams countv. He settled on a homestead near
Ritzville. and for a number of years. owing to
the squirrel pest and other impediments to his
progre,s, he experienced many hardships and
difficulties in gaining a start. In 1896 he pur
chased railroad land until he owned four hun
dred acres. all of which is under cultivation,
and all under fence. The estate contains eight
acres of fine orchard and the best of farm
bUildings. '

In 1868 Otto Pfannekuchen was married
to Caroline Kerner, daughter of August and
Johannah (Veldah) Kerner, natives of Ger
many, in which country the father died. The
mother came to America in 1864 and located

58

near Madison, vVisconsin, where she died,
leaving two children, Caroline Johannah, and.
Mrs. Pfannekuchen.

Otto Pfannekuchen died in Ritzville, J an
uary 22, 1898. By his death Adams county
lost one of its foremost citizens and most suc
cessful farmers. He was the father of six
children, John, William, Henry, Freel, Minnie,
married to Claus Clodius, and Emma, married
to Jacob Shoot.

The deceased was a devoted member of the
Methodist Episcopal church, and was sustained
in the final hour by his faith.

• I •

LOUIS NISSEN is a prosperous and well
to-do farmer whose home is eleven miles south
e:1st of Ritzville. He was born near Leck. Ger
many, June 11, 1860. son of Detleff and Cath
arine (Christianson) Nissen, natives of Den
mark. The father served in the rebellion of
1848. Our subject was a member of a fam
ily comprising eleven children. He. early in
life, received a common school education which
was supplemented later by a course in an insti
tute at Lubeck. At the age of eighteen he
started life for himself, beginning by clerking
in a store. which vocation he followed six
years. He then farmed two years, after which
he came to America and was for a time lo
cated in Vermont. He then removed to Iowa
and four years later to Nebraska, in both of
which states he followed railroading. He
leit Nebraska and came to \Vashington in
1889, and worked for a brief time in Spokane
at the carpenter's trade, and from that city he
went to Latah, remained a few months. then
came' to his present location, where he filed on
a homestead. After making final proof on his
claim he went to Rock Cr.eek valley and pur
chased an interest in a half section of land.
where he lived four years. He then sold out
and returned to his homestead where he has
since made him home. From time to time
since coming here 1\1r. Nissen has added to his
real estate holdings until he now has a section
and a fourth of agricultural land, the major
portion of which is u11(ler cultivation and well
improved with good buildings, orchard. and
so forth.

In 1~89 Mr. Nissen was married to Ernest
ine Brasch, daughter of John and Henrietta
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(Tech) Brasch, native Germans who came to
America prior to the Rebellion, in which the fa
ther was a soldier. They were one of the pio
neer families of Wisconsin, and numbered
seven children, four of whom are living.

To :Mr. and Mrs. Xissen have been born
seyen children: August, Ernest, Louise, Clara,
Martha, Elsa and Harvey.

In politics Mr. Nissen is a Democrat, and
takes an active interest in the affairs of his
party. He has been a school officer for the past
seven years, and is a deyout member of the
Methodist Episcopal church.

• ••

GEORGE INGRAM is a native of Aber
deen, Scotland, born September 22, 1857, and
is now a farmer residing eight and one-half
miles east of Ritzville. His parents were John
and Isabella (Harper) Ingram. They were
parents of five children: J ames, 'William,
George, Elizabeth and Barbara.

At the age of eleven years George Ingram
was thrown upon his own resources for his
livelihood. His first work was herding cows,
and as he grew older. he worked on a farm un
til 1884, when he came to Canada. He re
mained in Canada two years, during which
time he drove a truck for a living; then came
to Seattle, \Vashington, where he spent seven
years in the various saw mills near the city.
Leaving Seattle he came to Adams county,
and in r891 he worked for "Cash-up" Davis,
near Colfax. The following year he farmed
a rented farm, then two years later went to the
Nez Perce reservation where he took a home
stead. He later sold his claim and returned to
Adams county and took a claim of eighty
acres and purchased three hundred acres of
railroad land where he now resides. Recently
he took a fi,'e-months' "isit to his aiel home in
Scotland, returning more satisfied and contented
than ever with the Big Bend.

Politically Mr. Ingram IS a Republican, and
he takes an active working interest in the af
fairs of his party.

• • •

GEORGE SINCLAIR, ,fR.. was born in
Edinbomugh. Scotland. March r2. 1859, orne
to the Cnited States with his parents when be
tween six and seven years of ag-e. and was edu
cated in the district schools while residing on

the farm with his parents. George Sincl' .
I fi · air In

ear y manhood led on hIS present farm
homestead, forty acres of which now lies .athsa

h . I' . \\1 Int e mcorporate Imlts of Ritzville.
The parents of Mr. Sinclair are George a d

Mary (White) Sinclair, and both were born n
Scotland,. the fa~her in Caithnesshire, and t~~
mot?er SIXty mtles ~rom Edinborotlgh. The
famtly came to ~he Ul11ted States in 1865, set
~Ied first m Wmona county, Minnesota, and
tour years later removed to Lincoln CDunty
South Dakota They remained here untii
coming to Adams county, in r880, where the
elder Sinclair filed on a timber culture five
miles east of Ritzville, but when home resides
with his son, who is our subject.

George Sinclair has three brothers and one
sister: Andrew, a Lincoln county farmer;
Charles, also farming in Lincoln county; Mark,
now in Scotland with his father, and Margaret,
wife of Henry Horn, a Ritzville business man.
Mr. Sinclair has never been married.

Besides his original homestead Mr. Sinclair
has a quarter section of land, and has each year
about two hundred acres sown to wheat.

Mr. Sinclair is prosperous in his business,
",nd is regarded as an honest and industrious
tiller of the soil. Politically, he votes the Re
publican ticket, though he is not by any means
a radical, nor is he an active party man.

•••

JOHN W. SMITH, merchant. postmaster
and townsite proprietor of the to\\'n of Key
stone. formerly kno\\'n as Harriston. Adams
county, vVashington, is a native of Beaver
county, Pennsy!\'ania, born in J tlly, 1856. son
of George and Sarah (Greennail) Smith. na
tives of Alsace. Germany. His parents came
to the United States about the year 18H set
tled first in New York and later in the state of
Pennsylvania. .

John \V. Smith in his youth had very little
opportunity to acquire an education, but he
managed to gain a great amount of knowled~e
by his own efforts so that one to transact bUSI

ness or converse with him would class him asa
man of finished education. He workecl for hiS
father until becoming sixteen years of age,
when he went to Pittsburg and took work at
nine dollars per week,-the top wage for ~s
-and in 1878 he learned the blacksm l s
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trade. Upon leaving Pennsylvania, he went \
to Ohio, and from that state to Illinois,
\\here he conducted his first blacksmith shop in
Elwood. He again went to Ohio, and was
there married to Ellen Akins, in 1879. His
wife was the daughter of David Akins who
married a Miss Snyder. From Ohio he
removed in turn to Michigan, Nebraska
and Oregon. In the latter named state
he located in the \Villamette valley, and
came from there to Spokane county in
1882. He settled in Rockford, \vhere he
opened a shop which he sold in 1887, and in
18Sg he erected the first brick block in the town.
He was on the first city council of his town
and was a delegate from Spokane county to the
constitutional convention in 1889. From
Rockford he went to \Vhitman county and pur
chased a grist mill. Later he removed to \Vi
nona, where he bought and was proprietor of a
hotel until coming to his present locality in
1901. Here he acquired title to the townsite
and establi shed a postoffice.

Mr. and Mrs. Smith have been parents of
fil'e sons and an equal number of daughters,
Ida E., Elmer W., Cora, deceased, Minnie M.,
Harry ]., William D., Maggie E., Pearl L.,
Hiram Z. and Charles L. Mr.. Smith is an
active Republican, and in fraternity circles is a
prominent member of the Odd Fellows and
Masonic orders. He is a strong type of the
self-made man; regarded by his neighbors as
a frugal, conscientious and honorable citizen,
with more than ordinary business ability. He
is widely known and has almost as many
friends as acquaintances.

....

JOHN F. KOCH. One of the influential
Russians of Adams county is John F. Koch,
a farmer living three miles northeast of Ritz
Ville. He was born in Saratov. Russia. No
~'ember 23, 1865. His father, Henry J. Koch,
~s a Russian of German descent. and is still liv
mg in Russia. His mother also a native of
Russia, has long since been dead. Henry J.
Koch is the father of three children by his first
marriage and five by his second.

After the completion of his education Mr.
Koch worked on his father's farm until the
year 18g2. when he came to Ritzville. After
working for about one year on different farms

he took up a homestead, built a small house and
in two years had all his quarter section of land
fenced and under cultivation. He added to his
land, buying another quarter section in 1896,
and in 1898 the three hundred and twenty
acres where he now lives. In 1901 he sold his
homestead and the land he bought in 18g6, and
in 1902 he built a fine home and accompanying
buildings on the remaining tract.

In 1884 John F. Koch was marr.ied to
Christine M. Bauer, only child of \Villiam and
Anna (Meier) Bauer, natives of Russia, where
they died. To this marriage seven children
have been born: Fred, Anna E., William, Ru
dolph, Cora, Martha and Philip, all of whom
are living \Yith their parents.

He is a liberal in politics, and a member of
the Congregational church. He is a popular
man, not alone among his countrymen of
Adams county, but with the entire neighbor
hood where he lives.

....
CHARLES E. OLSON was born in

Page county. Iowa, January 7, 1876. He at
tended district school in his native state, also
in Adams county, where he came with his par
ents, Charles and Emma C. (Nelson) Olson,
in 1884. Charles Olson worked with his fa
ther until becoming twenty-two, when he
started making his own way. In 1897 he pur
chased a half section of land fmm the railroad
company. all of \\'hich he now has fenced and
under cultivation, improved by a fine modern
house, good outbuildings and an excellent or
chard. His home lies six miles north and two
miles east of Ritzville.

Mr. Olson's parents were born in Sweden
and came to the United States when young.
After coming to \Vashington they settled on a
homestead near where the son now lives. Here
the father died in 1895. and Mrs. Olson still
lives. They were parents of five children.
Charles E .. Nels J., Anna M., Helen A. and
Nellie.

Charles E. Olson was married in 1<)00 to
Edith S. Griffith, daughter of W. C. and Anna
(Wall) Griffith. native Californians. who
came to \Vashington in 1888 and settled at
what is now known as Griffith's postoffice.
They were parents of six children.

The only issue of the marriage of Mr. and
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Mrs. Olson is a son, Clarence F., living with
his parents. Mr. Olson is a liberal in his po
litical views, and a good citizen.

•••

ANDREW W. OLSON is a well-to-do
farmer living three miles northwest of Lind,
vVashington. He was born in Sodermanland.
Sweden, December ro, 1863, the son of Olaf
and J ohannah (Peterson) Larsen, both natives
of Sweden, where they still live.

Mr. Olson has a common school education
which he obtained in his native country. At
the age of fifteen he left school to work on a
farm. Five years later he came to the United
States, locating in Cook county, Illinois, where
he lived five years working at the stone ma
son's trade. In 1899 he left Cook county for
the west and settled in Spokane, where he re
mained one year, then came to Lind and located
on a homestead of one hundred and sixty acres.
This land he improved and as time went on,
he added to it three hundred and twenty acres,
making his realty holdings total four hundred
and eighty acres of good, well-water,ed land in
one body, all improved and under cultivation.
In 1903 Mr. Olson, after harvesting four thou
sand bushels of wheat, sold this land for ten
thousand five hundred and sixty dollars and
has now bought a half section six miles north
from Ritzville, which he is improving and re
siding on at present.

M r. Olson has two brothers. Eric A.. and
Charles D., and two sisters, Sophia and Josie.
In politics he is a Democrat, taking an active
interest in the affairs of his party. The family
are members of the Lutheran church.

•••

ELJA L. BRADLEY is a prosperous
farmer making his home three miles northeast
from \Vheatland. Adams county, vVashing1:on.
He is a native of \Vilson, Niagara county. New
York, born November 19, 1861, the son of
Nathan Benjamin and Ovelia (Cardinel) Brad
ley, natives, respectively, of Niagara county,
New York and Montreal, Canada. During the
Civil \Var the elder Bradley was a musician in
the famous Army of the Potomac under General
McClellan. The grandfather of our subject,
N. B. Bradley, was a merchant sailor

on the Atlantic coast and
\Vest Indies. Later in life aj~ong t ~he
at the Rice Lakes, north of Hamselt ed
H · h I~e dIed at t e age of eightv-fo .
W 'I N' JuratI son, lagara county, New York. His "f
d' d h f' h \\1 eIe at t e age a elg ty-two. She was of
Welsh and her husband of English desc t
The mother of our subject was of Fre

e
\

ancestry.. She ~ied at the age of forty-tw;~t
Centerpomt, Lmn county, Iowa, leaving a
family of .chil~r~n as follows, George F. M.,
Mr~. Adeha WhIpple, Mrs. Mary Haskins, Our
subject, and Mrs. Alice Veeder. The father
wa~again marri~d, his second wife being in
malden hfe C1annda Carpenter. This union
was blessed with one child, Mrs. Alverette
Jones.

Mr. Bradley accompanied his father to
Illinois, when a boy, from that state to Kansas,
thence to Harrison county, Missouri. where the
father died. Following the death of his father,
Mr. Bradley went to the southeastern part of
Iowa where he was engaged in stock buying.
Later he travelled through Colorado, Nevada,
New Mexico. Arizona and California, engaged
more or less in mining and in various other
occupations. He reached the last named state
in the spring of 1883, and the following fall
he went to Puget Sound and settled in Lewis
county. Here he purchased a tract of railroad
land, and engaged in working in the woods on
salarv and at the same time cleared his own•
land.

On January I, 1885, occurred the marriage
of 1\'lr. Bradley to Ella H. Dixon. a native of
Yamhill county, Oregon and daughter of Eli
jah F. and Elizabeth E. (Goodrich) Dixon,
mentioned elsewhere in this history. Mrs.
Bradley departed this life in Spokane on March
14, IgoI, leaving two children, Edna M., aged
sixteen and Boyd B., aged six years. One child,
Gertrude is dead.

In 1892 Mr. Bradley came to Whitman
county, farmed in that county until 1899, then
went to Spokane and engaged in the employ
ment business until Iq02, when he came to
Adams county and file'd on his present home'
stead. He improved his homestead and pur
chased the adjoining quarter-section and leased
one section of school land all of which he has
under cultivation. His o'wn land is well im
proved and is a very desirable farm in every
respect



MR. AND MRS. EUA L BRADLEY

RESIDENCE OF MR. AND MRS. EUA L. BRADLEY,
BUILT BY MR. BRADLEY IN 1898.
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Mr. Bradley is a member of the K. O. T.

M. of Ritzville, and of the First M. E. church
~f Spokane. His departed wife was also a
member of that church.. Mr. Bradley is a man
of wide western expenence, and has endured
his full share of the hardships of this Ii fe in
!'<lining his present home. In 1904 Mr. Brad
lev was the regular Republican nominee for
a;sessor of Adams county and was elected by
a handsome majority. He served in the same
capacity in Thurston count.y il~ years gone by
and is well fitted for the dutIes mcumbent upon
him.

In this connection it is interesting to men
tion a trip that Mr. Bradley took in the spring
of 1881. It will be remembered that at that
time the fierce Apache Indians were on the war
path. From the foot of the grand canyon of
the Colorado river, to Fort Yuma, on the
Southern Pacific railroad, Mr. Bradley took
Ihe entire trip in a canoe. His course lay right
through the country infested with the blood
thirsty savages, and he had experiences enough
of a thrilling nature to fill a volume.

•••

JACOB LUITEN, whose residence is on a
farm five miles north of Ritzville, was born in
Glencoe, McLeod county, Minnesota, March S,
1878, the son of Herman and Mary (Krinze)
Luiten, natives of Germany, who came to the
United States about the year 1865. They lo
cated in Minnesota soon after reaching Amer
lCa, where they farmed for twenty years, then
sold their interests and came to \'Vashington in
1887, and located a homestead ten miles north
of Ritzville, where they now live on a well
Improved and desirable farm. Herman and
Mrs. Luiten are parents of eight children:
John, Henry, Balthasar, Jacob, Herman,
Agnes, Gerhard and Fred.
. Mr. Luiten received his early education in

hIs native county in the country school house.
He came west with his parents in 1887, and
attended school in Adams county after arriv
Ing here, thus managing to acquire a fair
amount of book knowledge. Until becoming
of ~ge he worked for his father, but at the age
IndIcated he purchased a quarter section of
c?ltivated land from his father, since which
time.he has been engaged in tilling the soil
On .hIS own responsibility. He combines the
busmess of cattle raising with that of farming,

and in 1901 he purchased another quarter sec
tion of land, thus he now owns a full half sec
tion, all of which is tillable and in cultivation,
and all well improved, as to buildings, and so
forth.

Mr. Luiten is a member of the Congrega
tional church. He is regarded as being a
younl? man of high principles, and of great
promIse.

• ••

CARROLL A. LEE is a farmer residing
one-half mile south of Ritzville. He was born
in Hendricks county, Indiana, November 12,

1863, and in early life removed to Highland
county, Ohio, where his education was ac
quired in the district schools. Upon attain
ing his majority he started in life on his Own
responsibility and came west to Tacoma,
where he stayed only a short time. Then he
went to Oregon, and from there came to Ritz
ville in 1885 and went to work as a section
hand on the railroad. Later he worked as a
clerk in a store in Ritzville, and in the spring of
1886 he took employment on a ranch on Cow
creek. He soon filed on a homestead, and
bought a well driller which he operated with
success and profit until he sold his claim in
1898. He then purchased for six dollars an
acre the home where he now lives, consisting
of a half section of choice agricultural land,
and in 1903 he refused fifty dollars an acre for
the same property. His farm is improved with
a large twel ve-room house, an excellent barn,
and a choice orchard.

Mr. Lee's parents are B. F. and Nancy J.
(Skillman) Lee, natives of Ohio, in which
state most of their lives were spent. B. F. Lee
is a farmer by occupation, and is a second
cousin of General Robert E. Lee. His wife
is a sister of Dr. Evan Skillman, a physician
of note, and her family includes many other
learned people. Mr. and Mrs. B. F. Lee came
to Ritzville in 1893, and are now living with
our subject. They have had, besides the sub
ject of our sketch, five sons and three daugh
ters, Vlilliam, deceased, O. M., Govner, de
ceased, Frank 0., Jennie, Sylvia, R. H., and
Emma.

Carroll A. Lee was married, 1903, to Lottie
L. Simpson, daughter of John and Martha
(Key) Simpson, natives of North Carolina.
Her family came to Missouri in 1886, and from
there to 'Washington in 1898, locating near
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Ritzville. In 1903 the parents returned to
North Carolina, where they now live, taking
with them between ten and twelve thousand
dollars which they cleared while farming in
Adams county. They were parents of the fol
lowing children: Alice, Richard, Eliza, Lottie
c., Cole, Daisy, John, George, Jessie, Mary,
and James.

Mr. and Mrs. Lee have been parents of
three children, Clara E., Rettia E., and
Laura L.

Politically, Mr. Lee is an active Democrat.
He has repeatedly held the office of deputy
sheriff of Adams county, and was once the
nominee of his party for the office of sheriff,
but was unsuccessful at the polls. He is a
member of the K. of P. fraternity, where he
has served two terms in the grand lodge. He
also holds membership in the Red Men order.

•••

WELLS E. GAGE, a business man of
Lind, \\Tashington, was born in Weaver,
Minnesota, on July 19, 1867. John Gage, his
father, was a native of Vermont and descended
from the old Gage family which has been
prominent in the professions and in public life,
since colonial days. Lyman Gage was one of
the well known men of this family. Our sub
ject's mother, Eleanor (Probosco) Gage, was
born in New Jersey, of a prominent colonial
family. The father of our subject was many
years a railroad contractor and then owned an
eleven-hundred-acre farm in Minnesota, where
this son was reared and educated. \\Then
twenty years of age, \\Tells E. went to North
Dakota and operated a warehouse and elevator
for two years. N ext we find him in Latah

county, Idaho, in the same business a d f
twel.ve years he followed it at Genese~. ~~
Apnl, 1898, Mr. Gage was mustered in with
Company D, Idaho Volunteers, as first l'
t h · b . leu-
enant, aVl11g een 111 the company for tl. H" lreeyears prevIous. IS regIment sailed from S

Francisco for the Philippines on June 27 189aSn
Upon entering Manila, they had an e~gage
ment with the Spanish and on February 5
1899,. were u.nder fire ~rom the insurgents. H~
was 111 service for elghteen months and al
though frequently under fire, never received a
wound and kept his health. On July 31 ISgg
his regiment sailed for San Francisco, add afte;
being honorably discharged our subject went to
the Coeur d' Alene country and wrought in the
mines for a few months. Then he returned to
the warehouse business, locating at Lind.
Vv'ashington, in July, I90r. With three asso
ciates, he purchased a township of land and
he now owns seventeen hundred acres in
Adams and Franklin counties.

On July IS, 1891, at Colton, Washington,
Mr. Gage married Kittie Maynard, who was
born in McMinnville, Oregon, the daughter of
John and Mary (Merchant) Maynard, natives
of Indiana and Oregon, respectively, and no\1'
living in Colton, Washington. The father
came to the Pacific coast in 1861 with his pa
rents. To this union, four children have been
born: Zetta, aged twelve; Gertrude, ten;
Eleanor, four; and Eugene \\T., who died when
eighteen months old. Mr. Gage has four
brothers, James E., Charles A., Warren, and
Herbert, and two sisters, Mrs. J. B. Schaffer
and Mrs. Frank S. Towner. Mrs. Gage has
two brothers, Thaddeus and Jay.

Mr. Gage is a Republican and a substantial
and highly esteemed citizen.
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HISTORY OF FRANKLIN COUNTY
CHAPTER I.

CURRENT EVENTS-1805 TO 1902.

It was in 1805, at the time of the Lewis
and Clarke expedition, that Franklin county
was first visited by white men. At that period
it was a veritable wilderness, giving little evi
dence of the magnificent resources which have
since been developed. In the autumn of 1805
the famous exploring party, headed by Cap
tains Lewis and Clarke, came to the confluence
of the Snake and Columbia ri vers, the most
southern point of Franklin county. They had
come down from above the present present site
of Lewiston, Idaho, where they had left the
chief settlement of the Nez Perce tribe
of Indians. Nat far below here they
had built canoes and "on the morning
of October 7th, the whole party had
started down the Kooskooskee, now the Clear
water river, and after entering the Lewis, or
Snake river, had gained the mouth of that
stream at a place called \Vallow Vvallow."

Of this period in their long and eventful
journey Lieutenant Symons, in his report to the
United States government, says:

"Captains Lewis and Clarke found the In
dians of this country (at the mouth of Snake
river), very much affected with sore eyes which
they ascribed to the glare of the sun on the
desert and rivers and the prevailing sand-blow-
•

lng winds. It is interesting to know that they

took advantage of this fact and procured plenty
of horses and provisions from the Indians in
exchange for the surgical operations which
they performed and the medicines which they
gave the Indians, especially the much desired
eyewater, from which their patients found
great relief. Their journal says:

"\Ve were by no means dissatisfied at this
new resource for obtaining subsistence, as the
Indians would give us no provisions without
merchandise, and our stock was now very much
reduced. \Ve cautiously abstained frol11 giv
ing any but harmless medicines, and as we
could not possibly do harm, our prescrip
tions, though unsanctioned by the faculty,
might be useful, and were therefore entitled to
some remuneration.

"It was only by utilizing this source of rev
enue, after their stock in trade was exhausted,
that the distinguished explorers were able to
make their way back to the regions of civili
zation."

It was in NO\'ember, 1883, that Franklin
was set off from \Vhitman county and duly or
ganized. The organic act which passed the
Territorial legislature of that year is as fol
lows:

"An act to creat~ and organize the County
of Franklin.
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"Sec. I. Be it enacted by the legislative as
sembly of the Territory of \;\Tashington: That
Franklin county shalJ be and consist of alJ that
territory of \Vhitman county bounded as fol
fows, to-wit: Beginning at a point where the
mid-channel of the Snake river intersects that
of the Columbia river and running thence up
the Columbia river to a point where section line
between sections 21 and 28, township 14 north,
range 27 east. \VilJamette Meridian, \;\Tashing
ton Territory, strikes the main body of the Co
lumbia river on the west side of the island;
thence east on said section line to township line
between ranges 27 and 28, east; thence north
on said range line to north boundary of town
ship 14; thence east on said north boundary of
township 14. to the Palouse river; thence down
said ri\'er to the mid-channel of Snake river;
thence down said Snake river to the place of
beginning.

"Sec. 2. That J. W. Schull, C. M. Mc
Bride and D. \;\T. Owen are hereby appointed
commissioners of said countv of Franklin.-

"Sec. 3. That the county commissioners
above named are hereby authorized within
twenty days after the approval of this act, and
upon ten days notice, to qualify and enter upon
the discharge of their duties as such commis
sioners, and are hereby empowered to appoint
alJ necessary county officers, required to perfect
the organization of said county. And the coun-

o

ty commissioners aforesaid, sheriff, auditor and
the other officers appointed shalJ hold their of
fices until the next general election, and until
their successors are elected and qualified accord
ing to law.

"Sec. 4. That the justices of the peace,
constables, road supervisors, and other pre
cinct and' school officers heretofore elected and
qualified and now acting as such residing in
that portion of vVhitman county which is, by
the provisions of this act, included in the coun
ty of Franklin, shalJ continue in such office un
til the next general election and until their
successors are duly elected and qualified.

"Sec. 5· That alJ taxes levied and 11co ected
for the year 1883, on the persons an(lj). . . ruperty
wlthm the boundanes of Franklin co.. lInty as
herem descnbed, shalJ be colJected and :d_. pal to
the tr~asl1l'er at vVhltman county; the said

I Franklm county to receIve no part nor parcel
thereof; nor shalJ the county of Franklin re
ceive any part of the property of Whitman
county: Provided, that nothing in this act shall
deprive the county of Franklin of its just pro
portion of the school money.

"Sec. 6. The county auditor of Franklin
county is hereby authorized to take transcripts
of alJ records, documents, and other papers on
file or of record, in the office of the auditor of
vVhitman county which may be necessary to
perfect the records of Franklin county. And
for this purpose the auditor of Franklin county

•
shalJ have free access to the records in the
office of the auditor of vVhitman countv free. ,
of cost to the said county, and the certificates
of the correctness of said records shall have the
same legal effect as if made by the auditor of
\Vhitman county.

"Sec. 7. That alJ suits that have been com
menced and are now pending in which Whit
man county is a party, shalJ continue to be pros
ecuted or defended by said \Vhitman county;
said Franklin county shalJ not be liable for any
judgments or costs, nor receive any benefits or
emoluments from anv such suit or suits.-

'·Sec. 8. The county of Franklin is hereby
attached to WalJa WalJa for judicial pur

poses.
"Sec. 9. The county of Franklin shall re

main with \Vhitman county for legislative pur
poses, unless otherwise provided for by a gen
eral apportionment bill.

"Sec. ro. That the county seat of Frank
lin county is hereby located at the town of
Ainsworth until the next general election. when
the question of county seat shall be submitted
to the vote of the people, and the place receiving
the largest number of votes shall be declared
the permanent county seat of Franklin county.
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Excellent crops of rye and wheat may be grown
once in two years by summer fallowing.

"The climate of the southern portion of the
county, along with a small part of Yakima and
\Valla \Valla counties, of like elevation, is the
warmest and has the longest growing season
of any part of Eastern \Vashington. Here the
growing season is from two to three weeks
earlier in the spring and the same later in the
fall than at Walla Walla or North Yakima.
\Ve have 300 days of sunshine in the year, and
rarely cloes the winter temperature touch zero.
The winter averages about two weeks that will
keep the farmer from cultivating the soil. In
the growing season there are from six and one
half to seven months free from any frost. The
average mean temperature of the winter months
rarely goes below freezing. The healthfulness
of the climate here cannot be questioned."

To this the writer will add that he is in a
position to verify nearly all of the statements of
Mr. Batcheller. \Vherever irrigation is em
ployed nearly everything that can be raised in
the temperate zone grows most luxuriantly.
Ten years ago, in the summer of 1894, he passed
through Pasco. East of the track of the North
ern Pacific railway was a small lunch room.
At the rear of this building, where water had
been thrown out corn, potatoes and quite a
variety of other vegetables were growing mag
nificently, a striking object lesson of the value
of irrigation. But it was in the spring of that
year, in May, that in some localities the irriga
tion business was carried to extremes. That
was the year of the gr.eat floods in the two
rivers, the Snake and Columbia. The follow
ing dispatches are from the columns of the
Spoakllc Revic'w :

"Pasco, May 26.-The intense heat during
the past week appears to have had a great effect
on the snow in the mountains. The Columbia
river has been rising rapidly during the past
week and is now fully 25 feet above low water
mark and is steadily i"isi!:'!g at the rate of a foot

-------------------;----------------~

"Sec. 1I. This act shall take effect and be

in force on and after iIS passage and approval.
"Approved November 28, 1883."
In 1897 Mr. A. A. Batcheller wrote and

ublished in the Scattlc Post-Intclligcllccr the
following concise description of Franklin coun
tr. It appears that the present preliminary
cilapter is a suitable place in which to introduce

It:
The county contains an area of 785,500

acres. and compris·es the most southerly portion
of the great Columbia plain at the confluence of
the Snake and Columbia rivers. It forms

uearly a three-sided figure, bounded partly on
the west and partly on the south by the Colum
hia riv'cr, partly on the south and southeast by
the Snake, on the east by the Palouse river;
on the north by Adams and the northwest cor
ner of the county touching Douglas county.

"The soil is composed of a volcanic sedi
mentary deposit, covered with sage brush and
hunch grass. The land lies at different eleva
tions, in benches of several thousand acres each,
commencing at the junction of the two rivers
at an elevation of 334 feet above sea level, and
rising to an elevation of about 1,000 feet at
the north' line of the county. The lower, or
southern portion of the county is composed of
alight colored soil of a sandy nature, and when
irrigated settles down into a dark, heavy loam
exhibiting great richness in the production of
fruits and vegetables. This portion of the
county has proven to be pre-eminently suited
for the raising of large crops of fruits and vege
tables, of large size and superior quality when
irrigated. Apples, pears, peaches, prunes,
plums. cherries, nectarines, quinces, apricots and
all small fruits grow finely and come into bear
mg very early. The rainfall for the southern
portion of the county, including all precipita
tion, is an average of eight inches per annum.
The northern portion of the county is better
adapted to raising grain, being a heavier and
darker-colored soil than the southern portion.
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•

every 24 hours. Two more days' rise will
cover all the low lands along the river front,
while a three days' rise will carry it to the most
extreme height ever known. This is unpre
cedented for this time of the year, the last of
June or the first of July having always been
considered the time to expect the highest water
on the Columbia. The Snake r.iver is, also,
over its banks in places. The old Northern
Pacific transfer boat broke loose fr0111 the fast
enings at sundown yesterday, floated down
against the railroad bridge and finally got un
der it and went down stream. The steamer
Frederick K. Billings started after her, got a
line to the old boat, but could do nothing and
finally let the derelict go."

"Pasco, May 28.-The Columbia is 29 feet
above low water and still booming."

"Pasco, May 31.-The Columbia is upward
of 30 feet above the low water mark and slowly
rising. For the past two days the steamer
Frederick K. Billings has been engaged in
clearing the drift fro111 the pier of the railroad
bridge here."

"Pasco, June 5.-The Columbia is assum
ing alarming proportions. 1t is now 35 feet
above low water mark and still rising at the
rate of a foot every 24 hours. This is five feet
higher than ever known by the 'oldest inhabit
ant.' Sunday (June 3) the high wind started
several small buildings along the river front
that had so far withstood the flood. The draw
bridge is nearly, if not quite under water, while
another day's rise will send two or three more
piers under the raging stream. This, with the
large amount of drift running in the river
makes the position one of anxiety to the rail
road officials. The approaches to the bridge on
each side, are also, being steadily encroached
upon, and cautionary signals have been on them
for the past two days. So far the west side of
,the river has suffered the most, the village of
Kennewick, on that side being well under wa
ter. Many of its inhabitants have been driven
from their homes, while quite a number of

ranches in the vicini ty that were pla11led last
sprmg on accotmt of the propose,1 cam lie'

f I
.. . 1 lion

a t 1e lrngatlOn canal, are now from one to
three feet under water. The Snake' I

. • IS a so
the hIghest ever known, making it impossible
for the Northern Pacific to repair tlIe road
between here and \Vallula, and toda), tile

C0111-
pany has placed its steJmer. Fredrick K. Bill.
ings, on the river to transfer between Pasco
and that point."

Franklin county has an area of I?
• T . .--\4

square mIles. The Northern PaCific raihl'ay
enters the county at Pasca. on the southern
boundary, and runs nearly directly north, 46
miles and 728 feet, dividing the connty into
nearly equal parts. From the northeast por
tion of the county the Oregon Railroad & !iral'
igation Company's line traverses 28 miles and
3,273 feet, forming a junction "'ith the ~orth

ern Pacific at Connell, in the northern portion
of the county. The Washington & Columbia
I ine come in from the Snake river. three miles.
This is a portion of the Northern Pacific
system.

The census of 1890 gave Franklin county
a population of only 696. Thirteen years later
the census showed 3,61 S. The latter is es·
timated from statistics taken from the school
reports of the county superintendent.

During the year ending July 1. 1901. there
were entries made in the \Valla Walla land
office covering 79,749 acres in Franklin coun
ty. the largest number of any county in the

district for that year.
By act of the Territorial legislatnre a'

1883 the town of Ainsworth had been namell
as the temporary seat of county gOI·ernment.
Section 10 of the act provided that Ainsl\'orth
should remain the county seat until "the next
general election, when the question of countl'
seat shall be submitted to a vote of the pro-

. d t
pJe." It appears that this was not came au

. 88- wein the strict Jetter of the Jaw, for 111 1 j

find in the session laws the foHowing:
"An act to remove the county seat of
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Franklin county from Ainsworth to Pasco, in

s:lid county.
"'Be is enacted by the legislature assembly

oi the Territory of Washington:
"Section I. That the county seat of

Franklin county, \Vashington Territory, be,
and the same is hereby changed from Ains
worth and located at Pasco, in said county.

"Sec. 2. All acts and parts of acts in con
flict herewith are hereby r.epealed.

·'Sec. 3. This act shall take effect from

and after its passage and approval.
"Approved December 22, 1885."
In our scheme of the History of Franklin

County we have made a slight departure from
the plan followed with the preceding coun
ties. The proceedings of the county commis
sioners have been rather closely follO\\'ed dur
ing the earlier days of the county's organiza
tion. We believe that they are of interest to
many of the pioneers, including, as they do, the
official acts and fortunes of a large number of
many of these very pioneers. It will be ob
served, also, that the' descriptive portions of
many of the towns in the county, together with
their histories, have been carried along in the
body of the work.

Official documents have traced the history
oj the creation of Franklin county, and its

separation from Whitman. The first meeting
jor organization of the board of county com
missioners was held at Ainsworth, at 2 o'clock
p. m., December 8, 1883. There were present
Commissioners J. v.,T. Shull, D. \lV. Owen and
C. M. McBride. J. W. Shull was elected chair
man and A. Turnbull. clerk. The following
persons were chosen to fill the respecti\'e county
offices: M. W. Harper, auditor; W. B. Gray,
sheriff; John Schafer, treasurer; A. \lV. Gray,
assessor; Frank Hand. probate judge ; John
O'Keefe, surveyor,; Joseph Keith, coroner; J.
E. Van Gorden, school superintendent. Fol
lOWing this official business the board ad-
•

]Oumed to meet December 20th. At this

meeting there were present Commissioners

Shull and O\Yen, Auditor Harper and Sheriff
Gray. The official bond of .\uditor Harper in
the sum of $3,000 was presented, accepted, and
he was duly inducted into office, as was the
case with Sheriff Gray, his bond being fixed
at $2,000. The bond of Probate Judge Hand
\\'as placed at $1,000.

At this, the second meeting of the board,
liquor licenses \\'ere placed at $300 per annum,
for no shorter period than six months. .\t
the follo\ving meeting, December 29th, the
city council of Ainsworth appeared in a body
and presented a proposition to build a jail
jointly with the county of Franklin. The
chairman of the board was instructed to ascer
tain the probable cost of such building and
select a site for the same. Mrs. Flora Lives
ley \vas named school superintendent in place
of Mr. Van Gorden. January 5, 1884, a re
quest \vas forwarded to J. E. Gantenbein. local
land agent for the Korthern Pacific Railway
Company. asking for \\\'0 lots in the town of
Ainsworth for county purposes. The ferry
license for the Columbia and Snake rivers was
fixed at $25 per annum. At this period the
rates of ferriage on these rivers ruled: Two
horses and wagon, $3; 4 horses and wagon,
$4; man and horse. $1 : each additional horse.

50 cents; each pack horse. 75 cents; one loose
hor:se, 50 cents; each additional loose horse,
25 cents; one head of cattle, 50 cents; each
additional head, 25 cents; one hog, 25 cents;
each additional hog. 15 cents; one sheep. 25
cents, each additional sheep, IO cents ; one foot
man. 50 cents; freight per ton, $1.

J anuar)' 12th bids were opened for the
building of a court house and jail. The con
tract was awarded to A. Forbis for $124.
This building was completed in the town of
Ainsworth March 3d, and accepted~ It does
not appear from the proceedings of the board
that the proposition of the citizens of Ains
worth to join in the building of a jail and court
house was eyer accepted. In May of this year
S. R. Smith was granted a franchise to con-
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duct a steam ferry for a period of five years,
extending one mile up Snake. and one mile
abm'e the mouth of Snake on the Columbia
ri\'er. Meanwhile, settlement had been made
with the treasurer of \Vhitman county, and
Franklin's emancipation was complete.

The remonl of J. \Y. Shull from the coun
ty in August required the appointment of a
successor. C. M. Smith was namecl for that
position. In January. 1885. Fredrick Kurtz
man was appointed treasurer to succeed John
Schafer. The first grand and petit jurors
drawn in Franklin county comprised the fol
10\\'ing gentlemen:

Grand jurors-Carl Moritz. J. McCarthy,
J. E. Van Gorden, Henry Gantenbein, Jr., J.
J. Durant. Edward Parkinson. Maurice Hani
gan. W. R. Kohlborn, D. \V. Owen. W. B.

, Mizell, Thomas Winn. J r .. M. VV. Harper.
Petit jurors-Eo C. McBride. Max Hurdin,

W. J. Hess, A. P. Gray, R. A. Gantenbein,
B. Farley, John F. Buchanan, C. M. Burger,
P. H. Barnholdt, F. L. Schumann, Daniel
Page, Gibson Savage, D. D. Sylvester.

Following the separation of the new coun-
tv of Franklin from \Vhitman, the boundary

• •

line between the small section of Douglas
county in the northwestern corner, had never
been run by sun·eyors. February 17, 1886,
the following order appeared upon the rec-ord
of the Franklin county commissioners:

"In the matter of the division line between
Franklin and Douglas counties; It is ordered
that the county surveyor proceed at once to
the above named place and make an official
surny of said line as is described in the law
in the creation of Franklin county. and that
the surveyor make an official return thereof."

•

There being no newspaper published in
Franklin county so early as May, 1886, the
\Valla Walla Jounwl was designated by the
commissioners as the official organ of the new
county. An act of the Territorial legislature
had removed the county seat from Ainsworth
to Pasco. Accordingly, on November I I,

1886, we find an order addressed to th
. . e COunty

audItor to advertise for bids to re .
move the

county court house and jail to Pasc T'
. . O. hiS

action was to be 111 accordance with " J

d 'fi' fi pans
an speci cauons on. Ie in his office." Br
February 7, 1887, tIllS was accomplished thO
work accep:ed and bill for same amo 't' e, un mg
to $2 I 8, allDwed. Pasco was now the capital
of Franklin county de facto as well as de .

Jure.
February 9, 1888, Pasco had a newspa. per,

the HeadlIght. On that date the auditor was
instructed to advertise for bids for the erection
of a building for county purposes. But at the
commissioner's meeting of February 21St. all
these bids were rejected and James O'Connell
was employed to draft new plans and specifi
cations for a building 36 by 56 feet in size,
two stories high, and present the same at a
subsequent meeting of the board. May 7th a
special election \vas called for June 9th for the
purpose of submitting the question of building
a county court house, and to authorize the is
suance of bonds, not to exceed 510,000. for
such purpose. About this time the name of
Ainsworth was changed to Pasco Precinct.
From this periOd the identity of the former
place gradually faded from the strong light ni
publicity.

May 8. 1889. but little progress had been
made in the way of a new cOllnty building.
On that date the commissioners entered the
following order:

"In the matter of a building for county
offices it is ordered that the auditor advertise
for twenty days in the Pasco Headlight: in
one newspaper published in \Valla Walla, and
in one newspaper, published in Spokane Falls.
for proposals for the erection o'f said county
building according to the plans and specifica·
tions now on file in the auditor's office. and
that an extra session of the board of county
commissioners be held on Mondav. the 3d day

- . nd
of June, 1889, for the purpose of openmg a

considering said proposals." eel
On the day specified the board con\'en .
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It was then found that C. L. Miller had sub
mitted the lowest bid, $2,227.92, and he wa,
a\rarded the contract. The bid of James
O'Connell was $3,34°; that of C. S. Austin,
53,300. Pasco was at this period in charge
of a board of trustees. In November of this
rear they applied to the board for permission
;0 use one room in the new building, and one ,
cell in the county jail, for town purposes. This I

request was granted, and Room B, and Cell !
!:\0. 2 set aside for Pasco. This permission, ,

however, was tentative upon the payment of a :

monthly rental of $5· i
During the month of ~ovember there was I

a wholesale change in the names of the streets i

,iof Pasco. This action was taken on the peti-
tion of the Pasco Land Company. East Clark !i

became Market; East Lewis, Court: East
I

Columbia, Mechanic; East Shoshone, Hager- I
man; East Bonneville, Lincoln, and Fir. Main I
streets. Agitation for the incorpor,ation of .
Pasco began in May, 1890, At the commis
sioners' meeting on the 5th inst., a petition \vas
presented headed by D. W. Owen, and which
,ras granted, asking for a special election to
rote upon the proposition. Election day was
set for May 24th, to be held in the court house.
It was also provided that the qualified electors
rote for mayor, five. councilmen and treasurer.
Officers appointed to serve at this election were
Charles P. Anne, inspector; M. J. Fox and
Robert Taylor, judges. This proposition ,,-as
defeated by a vote of 18 for: 37 against.

The original petition for an irrigation dis
trict in Franklin county was presented May
7, 1&)0. It was headed by W. H. Smith and
signed by a number of other public-spirited men
of the county. This petition was accompanied
by a bond which was approved and the request
for an election granted, with the provision that
the district be divided into five districts. or
stttions. The election was set for Saturday.
:l1ay 31st. the vote on the proposition to be
taken at the court house at Pasco. The name
selected for the enterprise was "The Pasco

Irrigation District," and the officers named to
preside at the election were E. H. Parkinson,
inspector; John Toles and Alexander Gordon,
judges. The result of this election was !OS
vctes in favor of the proposition and none
against it. The commissioners' record shows
the following:

"It is ordered that the Pasco Irrigation
District be, and is hereby declared duly or-

•

ganized according to the boundaries as de-
scribed in the election notices for the same,
and the following persons are declared duly
elected as officers of said irrigation district:
Director Division NO.1, Fred Kurtzman; No.
2, J. C. Helm: No. 3, A. S. Brmm: Xo. 4.
J. J. Durant: NO.5, L. M. Morgan. Treas
urer District, Thomas \\linn; Collector. 'IV. L.
Rockwell; Assessor, E. H. Parkinson."

The death of County Auditor Thomas
•

\Vinn, in June, 189Q, necessitated the appoin~-

ment of a successor. On the 10th inst. David
H. McCullagh ,vas selected. The following
resolutions was. also. passed by the board:

"\\Thereas, That in the death of Thomas
\Vinn, late auditor, and clerk of Franklin coun
ty, and clerk of this board of county commis
sioners; Be it therefore

"Resolved. That this board and the county
•

of Franklin have lost a faithful and efficient
officer and the people an honored and esteemed
citizen. That the sympathy of the board be
extended to the family of the deceased and
a copy of this resolution be spread upon the
minutes. and a copy forwarded to the family
of the deceased."

In August, 1890, the taxable property of
the county was found to be $645,000. Esti
mated expenses for the ensuing year were
$7,254. At about this period an economical
stroke was executed by combining the offices
of auditor and county clerk, and sheriff and

assessor.
Another election on the proposition to in

corporate Pasco as a city of the fourth class
was held May 4, 1891. The proposed name
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was the "Municipal Corporation of the Town
of Pasco." J. J. Durant was named as in
spector, and F. P. Speck and Charles \\!.
Pinnez, judges. It appears, however, that
nothing resulted from this move, for on Au
gust I I, 1891, a special incorporation election
"'as called for the 29th instant, at Pasco, to vote
on the question. Election officers named were
D. v\'. Owen, inspector; \V. P. Gray and
George \V. Haynie, judges. The result was
fa rorable to the friends and ad\'ocates of in
corporation. Se\'enty-fi\'e yates \yere cast, of
which fifty-fiYe were for the proposition and
t\yenty against. Ransom Olney was elected the
first mayor of Pasco; George \\!. Haynie,
treasurer; Fred Kurtzman, J. \\!. O'Keefe, D.
\\'. Owen, James \Vaters and \\!. H. \Vhemire,
councilmen.

Thus a progressiye, enterprising spirit had
at last attained to supremacy, and the new 01'

ganiza tion on assuming charge of municipal
affairs proceeded to \york for the best interests
of the town of Pasco.

February 7, 1893, the resignation of Mrs.
Marguriette Speck, as county superintendent
of schools, was accepted, and Clara \\!. \Vilkins,
was appointed to supply the Yacancy. During
the same month the exorbitant ferry rates across
the Snake and Columbia riYers were materially
reduced. In the earlier portions of this chapter
we ha\'e given the rates then in \·ogue. We now
find hogs listed at fi \'e, and sheep at one cent a
head as against 25. 15 and 10 cents, the prices
at that period pre\·ailing. One span of horses,
wagon and man are no\y cut to $1. 50, thus
reducing the original rates one hundred per
cent. Footmen are now listed at 25 cents in
stead of fifty cents. the original figures. Other
rates were reduced in proportion.

The death of county auditor and clerk, \V.
H. Bro\Yll, in September, 1894, necessitated the
appointment of a successor, and on September
22d. Adrain S. Brown was chosen. The fol
lowing resolutions, passed by the then commis
sioners of Franklin county, E. Timmermann,

V. D. Lay and John F. Grose are h ., ere Intra.
duced as a matter of more than passin .

. g Interest
not only from theIr novelty as a port' ..'. Ion at at.
ficlal records, but as an evidence of
. . unUSual

s1l1centy on the part of the board I I. ntlese
days of official jealousy and sharp conI t". . . pe 1l10n
111 all walks of pohtlcal Ii fe the follo\\'l'ng, \rarm
testimonials to the official character of office
holders \yill be duly appreciated:

"Pasco, Wash., Jan. 6. 1897-Whereas, the
term of office of Adrian S. Brown, as countl'
auditor and clerk of the board of county co~.

missioners, will soon expire, and

"\Vhereas, "'e, the members of said board
deem it proper to express in behalf of said Coun
ty official our due regard for his worth as such
county official and his standing as a citizen. be
it therefore

"Resoh-ed, That in Adrian S. Brown, Esq..
we recognize a citizen of the highest moral
character and integrity; that as a county official
he has ever. been faithful and courteous, dis
charging the duties of his position with credit
and ability; and in a manner highly creditable
to the county and satisfactory to this board.

"Resol"ed, That a copy of this resolution be
spread upon the records of the proceedings of
this board." .

"Pasco. \Vash., Jan. 6, 1897-Whereas,
Mr. F. P. Speck. Esq .. the prosecuting attorney
of this (Franklin) county, whose term of office

is about to expire, and
"\\'hereas. we. the members of the b01rd of

county commissioners of Franklin county,
\\1ashington, consider it proper that we should
express our appreciation of his services as an
officer and his standing as a citizen, therefore

be it
"Resolved, That in Mr. F. P. Speck. Esq.,

we ha\'e always found an upright, honorable
man, possessed of the highest morals and In·

tegrity and as an officer of painstaking and re-

liable character, and be it further .
"Resolved That a copy of these resolutIOns

, . . d"
be spread upon the mmutes of tim boar .
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The valuation of Franklin county, October

3, 18<)8, was $821,235·
The rapid extinction of the town of Ains

worth was accentuated October 3, 1898, when
the commissioners, on petition of the Northern
Pacific Railway Company, "vacated, set aside
and annulled" the greater portion of the town
plat of the erstwhile capital of Franklin county.
What a change was this from the flourishing
and prospewus season of 1884, when the great
$1,300,000 bridge was thrown across the Snake
river. Then was Ainsworth one of the busiest
places in the state of \Vashington-a town of
magnificent proportions if not of "distances."
Business enterprises of every description were
taxed to their utmost capacity. The streets
were lined with people. Competing hotels were
taxed to their utmost to supply the demands of
the transient and local custom. As a railroad
camp, per se, the like, perhaps has never been
seen in the state. It, was, moreover, the county
seat and the prospect then was that it would
remain so for years to come. All this, however,
\ras but a transient glory, as light and unsub
stantial as the down blown from the thistle.
With the completion of the magnificent rail
road structure, departed the people who had
but lent their presence temporarily to the ex
altation of Ainsworth. There was no more
heavy monthly pay-roll. There were no more
eager traders at the stores; the hotels were de
serted; the noise of the steel hammer riveting
iron bolts was hushed to the deathly stillness
of the desert, or the low hum of the drowsy
1l1sect. And thus silently, though reluctantly,
Ainsworth gradually passed from the map.

In common with other counties throughout
Eastern 'vVashington, Franklin was afflicted
with the squirrel pest. Especially were they
numerous and aggressive in 1899. June 2d the
commissioners passed an order authorizing the
COunty auditor to supply, free of charge, two
ounces of strychnine to each person cultivating
160 acres of land, and the same proportion of
the drug for an additional number of acres.

The intense interest that was early mani
fested in the subject of irrigation is thus de
scribed by Mr. C. T. Giezentanner in the initial
number of his paper, the Franklin Recorder,
published January 8, 1897:

"This county has a great many thousand
acres of arid land that will prove most valuable
when once reclaimed by irrigation. It is bor-'
dered by the Columbia and Snake rivers, but
owing to the fact that the land is so far above
the water that a ditch would have to be taken
out at such a distance from Pasco, with any
small amount of capital the scheme has been
thought to be almost impracticable. But this
difficulty has been overcome by the persistent
efforts of Mr. J. \V. O'Keefe and a few other
ci ti zens of Pasco \V ho have devi sed a great
scheme for pumping water up over the banks
and on to the high land. They have a patent
on this pumping apparatus, and the best of all
is they now have the machine constructed and
are placing it in position on the Snake about
three miles from town.

"Quite a number of capitalists, after in
vestigating the principle and power of the ma
chine have taken hold and its success is assured.
Mr. Courtwright, one of the men interested,
is here and is helping to lay the plant for a trial
test. The intention of the company is to place
several of the machines along the Snake and
Columbia rivers and water the whole county.
These plants can be put in for much less than
any other system of water w'orks and their
power is unlimited, They will run night and
day without any attention whatever, and will
throw a perpetual stream of water. There is
nothing about them that will wear out, and
when once in operation they \\'ill do the same
work as a gravity ditch. This is the first step
in the w'av of permanent irrigation for Frank-

•

lin countv. and the people who are interested..
are Very much elated over the prospect, and

•

from indications it will only be a matter of time
when this county will yie with any other irri
gated county in the state."
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This, however, was not the original scheme

in the county as will be recalled by a perusal
of earlier portions of this chapter. The \V. H.
Smith irrigation plan will be remembered, and,
also, the Van Gordon, Helm & Corke Company,
whose private scheme was placed on foot a
year previous to Mr. Giezentanner's editorial.
This plant was to be operated by the wheel
process, water being raised from the river by
this means ami distributed throughout the coun
ty on such levels as were available. These gen
tlemen failed, howenr, as they relied rather
too implicitly on the promises of "boomers" and
land agents. It does not appear that the plan
of Mr. O'Keefe succeeded to any material ex
tent, and it is now the concensus of opinion
that the United States gO\'ernment must, ennt
ually, pron the most substantial reliance for
Franklin county, as it certainly must for the
greater portion of the Big Bend country. The
first steps taken in an official \vay were the two
bills introduced in the \Vashington legislature
in 1897; one by Mr. C. P, Bush, of Vancouver.;
tbe other bv NIr. Land, of Seattle,

o

At 3 o'clock, on the morning of February
6, 1898, occurred a fatal \Heck on the Xorth
ern Pacific line near Lake, now l\'fesa, 30 miles
north of Pasco. Two men were killed;, one
instantly, and two others \vere seriously in
jured, The locomotive, tender and mail car
were wrecked, and one passenger coach was
damaged. Overflowing water had weakened the
road bed for several miles and a bridge near
Lake gave way precipitating a portion of the
train into a sluggish little stream. One of the
men fatally injured was named Leland; the
other Gaffve~th, Peter Smith and Samuel
J ones, who said their homes were in Spokane,
were standing on the same platform with the
other two, and went down with the mail car.
All four were beating their way. Smith was
caught between the wheel of the tender and the
platform of the car. One of his hands and one
of his legs were crushed, Jones escaped with
only a few bruises. So soon as word of the

disaster reached Pasco a phvsician at d C
• • 0 1 oroner

Gantenbem, accompamed by a numbe f·'
. r 0 Cltt-

zens repaIred to the scene of the '\'r k. . ec and
rendered such assIstance as was possible. .\
brother of Leland subsequently came to P
'. asco

and chscharged all mdebtedness incurred' I. . . . tntle
ll1terment of the Vlctllll in the K of P. . ceme-
tery. Gaffverth had been a street car cOlldUctor
in California.

That the most flattering hopes were based
on the future prosperity of Pasco and Frank.
lin county in general, is proved by the follow.
ing from the Ne'i.('s-Rccorder of Februarv 0_

8 8
' -J,

1 9 :
"Judging from the actions of the Northern

Pacific Railway Company it seems as tho11"h
"the long-looked for boom in Pasco is near at

hand, and when it comes it will come to sta\,
, ,

as no other place under the sun has the ad"an-
tages that this place has to become a great city.
\Ve speak this with all truth and sincerity and,

not as a rattle to tickle the ears of our readers.
"In the first place the company has paid all

of its taxes to date, and our warrants, in con
sequence. have created a demand ann are
sougth after by money lenders who are more
than anxious to pay for them at their face
value. In the second place a good many of
the company's members are interested in the
canal that is to water this countv. one oi the, .

greatest irrigation schemes of modern times,
upon which work is now being done and to
complete which will cause an outlay of Oyer

a million dollars in this county, In the third
place great improvement has been carried Oil
here during the winter, such as additions to
the company's buildings and expanding the
yard by laying miles of sidetracks until we
now have the largest and best equipped yards
between Tacoma and Spokane, and which will
equal, if not surpass, either of those cities.

• •
"In the fourth place it is the company s lil-

tention to make this the east end of the Pacific
division of their road, which means the erec
tion of round houses and machine shops, be-
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sides adding materially to our population. In
the fifth place they have purchased the Wash
ington and Columbia River Railway which
will connect with the main line of the North
ern Pacific at this place which is a strong indi
cation that Pasco will be headquarters for that
whole system. In the sixth place why should't
thed Pasco will, without doubt, become the

•
Queen City of the Inland Empire in the future

whether she achieves her start in this way or
has to a\\'ait the medium of some other agent.
For grandly hath nature done her part and

d "nobly may we 0 ours.
The strong and abiding faith manifested

in this extract still remains with the citizens
of Pasco. The fruition of their hopes lies only
in the success of governmental irrigation and
this. at the present writing, appears an assured
fact in the future. Therefore their present
encouragement is not, apparently, unfounded,
and that their most ardent hopes will be real
ized is by no means an Hirridescent dream,"

In the early months of 18<)8 it was pleas
urably observed that marked improvement
had manifested itself in the public school of
Pasco. Some friction that had marred previous
terms seemed to have disappeared. TIle 22d
of February, \Vashington's birthday, was cele
brated by the students with an excellent pro
gram of exercises. It was an intelligent and
creditable production in every way, and in
cluded the following numbers:

Music-Instrumental-Haver the \Vaves,"
by Miss Maud Coleman.

Song-HVvelcome, Thou Festal MonI.'· by
the choir.

Recitation-HMy Native Land," by Henry
Sylvester.

Recitation_HA Zealous Patriot," by Eddie
O'Keefe.

Recitation - HWashington's Birthday,"
Flora Dean.

An Acrostic-HWashington," class of ten.
Music-Instrumental-Maud Coleman and

Maurice Wilkins.

li9

Recitation-HA Dream," Lavern Edson.
Select Reading-Miss Maud Benton.
Recitation-HThree American Heroes,"

Gracie O·Keefe.

Recitation-H.-\ Little Boy's Hatchet,"
Harry Hoffman.

Song-''I've a Tender Recollection," Edna
and Delta Koontz.

Recitation-HWhat It Was About," The
oren Ingalls.

A Story of Washington-Three Reading
classes.

Recitation-HA Tribute to \Vashington,"
Ed Hoffman.

Music. Instrumental-Maud Coleman.
and Maurice Wilkins.

Recitation-HIf I had a Hatchet," Charlie
Edson.

A Chain of Dates-Five boys.
Reading-Extract from President Mc

Kinley's speech, Mr. Ingalls.
Closing Song-HAmerica," Choir.

During the month of March. 18<)8. a most
peculiar disease made its appearance among
the range horses throughout the county. It
\vas in the form of a distemper that by some
\vas considered contagious; by others the re
sult of feeding upon some poisonous \\·eeds.
\Vhile the animals. if not used, appeared in
perfectly good health, if driven until they be
came warm they would break into a sharp run,
going at a high rate of speed for about three
miles. They would then suddenly stop. quiver
in an agitated manner, and then sink to the
ground. Prodded vigorously they would
vainly endeavor to rise, but once down they
soon expired. The death rate at one period
became alarming, but this equine epidemic
came to a termination as sudden as was its first
appearance. It was noticeable that such horses

as were not worked until they were heated
were seldom attacked by this singular and
fatal plague.

The death, in a railroad accident, of John
\Vallace, nineteen years of age, occurred in
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the Pasco yards of the Northern Pacific Com
pany, Thursday morning, April 21, 1898. As
No.2 was leaving the yard young Wallace at
tempted to gain a position on the brake beam
of one of the coaches. The train was moving.
At the time of the accident the victim was ac
companied by his brother, Joseph Wallace.
The story of the latter is as follows:

"We were sleeping on the ground by a
small fire near the stock yard. My brother
woke me some time during. the night and said
that the train was in and we had better hurry
to catch it. Even as he spoke the train com
menced to pull out. I arose hurriedly and we
both ran for the main line. He, having the
start reached the train two car-lengths ahead
of me. I saw him catch the rods and disap
pear beneath the coach, and supposed he had
reached the brake beam all right. By the tim~

I reached the train it was going too fast for
me to attempt to get on. I turned and walked
down the track. but had only gone a few steps
when I discovered the remains of my brother,
which were cut and mangled in a horrible
manner, the face being entirely cut off and
scattered over the track. We are natives of
Sweden and were born in Stockholm. Our
parents are dead and we are tramps by pro
fession. The only relative we have in this
country is an uncle. His name is Andrew
Seaborg and he lives in Minneapolis."

During the spring of 1898 one of the pests
peculiar to agricultural districts, was the "sage
rat," but differentiated in many particulars
from the well known ground squirrel that for
a number of years caused great havoc through
out the Big Bend country. The following
from. the Nezc's-Recorder of May 27, 1898,
seems to point out an effective remedy for this
varietv of rodent:-

"The farmers of Fish Hook Flat have
about solved the sage rat problem. They are
plowing furrows around their fields in which
holes are dug at a distance of from 20 to 30
feet apart. These resemble post holes. The

rat, finding the furrow, runs alonO' t'l
b un I he

goes in the hole and is stuck b)' the farmer
who comes along with a dasher and Cll11 h'rns 1m
up. . Weare to.ld by the fanners from that
localtty that thIS mode of exterml'nat' .- Ion IS

effectual, the only disagreeable feature being
that after a few days' treatment of this kind
the dead rats create a horrible stench."

At Connell, Wednesday, June 8, 18<)8,
John L. Hart, 35 years of age, met his death
by falling from a car. In attempting to climb
a box car while the train was in motion his
grasp slipped from the ladder and he fell
striking his head against one of the journal
boxes of the trucks. This, undoubtedl\'
caused his death, as there were no othe'r
bruises on the body except that the sale of one
foot was cut away by the wheels. From docu
ments found on the person of the victim it was
learned that he was from \\Tichita, Kansas.
He had made a trip to the Klondike and was
en route for Billings, Montana. This fact was
shown by baggage checks in his possession.
A brief genealogy found in his pocket book
dated back to 1744, when his great grand
father came from England to the United
States. Coroner Gantenbein held an inquest
and found in accordance with the above facts.
Later he recived a latter enclosing $18.90 from
Attorney Hart, of Seattle, to defray expenses
incurred by the county in the burial of the un
fortunate victim of the accident.

July 29th fire broke out in Pasco in the
general store of A. P. Gray, at 9 :30 o'clock, p.
m., burning the building and the entire stock.
From here the flames spread to the Grand
Central, an unoccupied hotel building, and
thence to the general merchandise store of H.
Gantenbein. All that remained of these three
business enterprises, the leading stores in the
city, were heaps of ashes. Mr. Gray carried
no insurance; Mr. Gantenbein $300 on hiS

building and $700 on the stock.
An account of one of the most miraculous

escapes from death on the rails ever recorded
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pears in the columns of the News-Recorderap
of date December ~, 1898 :

"Sunday mornmg, November 27th, a very
serious accident occurred in the Northern Pa
cific yards at Pasco, which resulted in Mr. L.
McClerkin losing a foot and almost his life.
It had been sleeting and freezing during the
night which caused everything to be covered
with a coating of ice, and when he stepped up
on th~ rear end of the tender his foot slipped
off and the engine, which was backing up to
couple onto the train, ran over him. Having
been knocked down he was dragged and wiled a
distance of from five to eight cars' length,
during which time the engine passed over a
frog and switch track. Mr. McClerkin never
for an instant lost his presence of mind and
would halloo to the engineer to stop whenever
he could catch his breath, but owing to the
wind he was not heard. He says he must have
been struck over forty times and each time
was surprised that he was not killed. He was
taken out between the first driver and the fire
oox, the ash pan having passed entirely over
bim. With the exception of a few bruises and
acrushed foot he escaped any serious injury.
Dr. Smith, of Tacoma, one of the company's
surgeons, happened to be on the train on his
way to Walla Walla, and he took charge of
the case. The doctor had him conveyed to
the Walla Walla hospital where, on the fol
lowing day, the foot was amputated. Mr. Mc
Gerkin has been braking on the road for sev
eral years, and being a very careful man has
never met with an accident previous to this
time. The blow is a hard one as he has a
wife and family to support."

Illustrative of the sanguine spirit of Pasco
citizens, as well as an evidence of the many
material improvements made by the Northern
PaCific Railway Company in Pasco, the fol
lowing is printed in the N trd's-Recorder of date
December 16, 1898:

"The Northern Pacific Railway Company
have made, and are making, substan tial im-

provements greatly to the credit of this local
ity. Heretofore our people have entertained
some doubts as to whether the company ex
pected to have a permanent division center
here. Some of the more 'leary' ones even
made suggestions that Pasco would not be on
the main line when the kinks were straight
ened out of the road. The company has not
only straightened the kinks out of the road but
is, as fast as circumstances will permit,
straightening the kinks out of the town. They
have already done enough to assure the people
of their intention to do still more. The people
have shown by the numerous improvements,
new buildings, etc., that they now have an abid
ing confidence in Pasco that they have not felt
since the beginning of the hard times. Now
is the time for our business men to shake them
selves, wake up their latent energy, and decide
upon some plan "'hereby they can advance the
interests of our town and county. You now
have confidence in the county yourselves; make
others feel it. It is an easy matter to do when
they realize that you. are in dead earnest. What
plan will you offer that will do this?"

In February, 1899, the coal bunkers of the
Northern Pacific Railway Company were com
pleted at Pasco. They are the finest on the
line, equipped with endless chain and buckets
from which the coal is dumped into bins ready
for the locomotives. For the purpose of af
fording a suitable site for these improvements
the Pasco House, belonging to the company,
was moved across to the east side of the track,
and located a trifle north of its former site.

The handsome public school building in
Pasco, was completed in April, 1899. The
bonds voted for the same were readily sold
and all bills against the new edifice liquidated.
In this month, too, there were gratifying signs
of an awakening on the part of the mayor,
council and citizens of the county seat in be
half of municipal improvements. Saloons
were ordered to keep orderly houses unda
penalty of having their licenses revoked; many
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sidewalks were built and old ones repaired;
there was a spontaneous and general cleaning
up of back yards and alleys; the "hobo" ele
ment was brought under more complete sub
jection. The police justice and city marshal
discharged their duties in a commendable
spirit, and there was evinced on every hand
a desire to promote the welfare of Pasco in
every way possible. The appearance near
town of a large number of loafing Indians was
the cause of considerable complaint. April 22d
the News-Recorder said:

"There are a number of idle, worthless
Indians near the town who should be disposed
of in some summary manner. It is a strange
thing that Uncle Sam provides a place for
these people and then permits them to prowl
about small towns where they are enabled to
procure whiskey at will. An Indian and 'fire
water' are a bad combination. If reservation
agents were fit' for the positions they hold it
might give the case a different complexion."

The irrigation question, like Banquo's
ghost, will never down in Franklin county
until the grand results which are possible are
achieved. Still, there is, and ever has been, a
plucky siprit manifested by the citizens, and
firm reliance in many quarters upon occasional
rainfalls thoughout the county. It is quite
true, also, that crops and fruits have been
grown prolificly without the beneficent irriga
tion which all thoughtful persons desire. The
following extracts from the NC'i.us-Recorder
of April 29, I 899, throw considerable light
upon these local conditions:

"Mr. Edward Corke came down from the
Schlomer fruit farm. which he has leased,
yesterday and returned this morning. Uncle
Van Gordon accompanying him for a few
days' visit. \Vhile here Mr. Corke informe(~

us that the fruit trees up his way are bearing
so prolific that three-fourths of the crop will
have to be removed in order that the remaining
fruit will have room to develop and ripen, and,
also, that the trees will be able to hold up their

loads without breaking down. The f '
. arm IS

sItuated on the Snake river about '. sel enteen
mdes from town. As near as we can I
'. earn all

the frUIt trees 111 the county will have t do un er-
go a like treatment before they will be bl
to hold up thi~ season's crop. This maya ~
looked upon with some discredit b), adJ'o' ,

. . mmg
counties whose frUIt crops will be almost a
failure this year, but the facts cannot be de
nied. The only trouble with us is that we
ought to have more farmers; \ye certainlY
have room enough." ~

"It has been predicted that within the next
two years all the farming land in Franklin
county will be taken up, and the cultil'ation
thereof commenced. Should such prol'e to
be the case, and we see no reason why it
shouldn't, the hearts of many thousands oi
people will be made glad and hundreds of
happy homes spring up where all is now one
great stock range. "'ith a fe\y exceptional
farms scattered here and there O\'er our fer
tile plains, as there are thousands on top of
thousands of acres of as good land as el'er the
sun shone on, waiting for the industrious hus
bandman to come and to occupy,"

"Heretofore a false impression has existed
among the homeseekers that this county had
to await reclamation by irrigation to become
productive. There are divers reasons for this
utterly false idea, which have caused many to
be deprived of excellent homes when they
might have just as well been reckoned among
the prosperous of the great state of \Yashing
ton. The first reason is that the railroad Oler
which the traveling public comes and goes. Iras
unluckily, built across the most uninriting

, I tscope of country in the county. Another IS t la

the lands adjacerrt to our little city has. also,
the same barren appearance, and \I'hile the soil
is given up by experts to be the "ery best. It
being composed of a volcanic ash and a sandy
loam, it has a light, shiftless appearance and IS
covered with a luxuriant growth of sage brush
This, also, has that peculiar, careworn and
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faded-out look that can only be appreciated
bvthe coyote, horn toad and jack rahbit, unless
b;' those who have become accustomed to it.
,,:hich makes a stranger long for the flesh-pots
oi Egypt. Now, as a matter of fact, they are,
really, gazing upon a promised land. To them
this seems but a barren waste, but in reality
it is only semi-arid and a great many things
can be raised here, even without water. as the
splendid growth of the trees, shrubbery. early
mden truck, etc., that haye been started in
h

recent years go to prove. And a very small
amount of water during the months of July,
August and the first part of September would
make these sage brush plains a blooming para
dise. As the Columbia and Snake rivers bor
der two sides of this triangular tract of land
beiore they form a confluence at the southern
extremity of the county. \\'hich is three miles
southeast of the to\\'n of Pasco, and roll on to
Irani old ocean, the proposition is a \'ery feas
ible one, and one that can be very easily oyer
come with no very great amount of capital if
properly applied, thus giving to those ,,'ho
would indulge in dairying, gardening and
imit-growing, opportunities seldom, if eyer.
equaled."

In May, of the same year. Mr. Giezentan
ner, in his paper, said:

"Owing to the unusual amount of rainfall
this spring trees, shrubbery, etc., have made an
excellent growth. Wheat, and everything in
that line is very promising. There is a marked
lflcrease in the moisture of this locality each
succeeding year, and while this may be con
sidered an exceptional year. it is not an excep
tion to this rule as every close observer kno,,·s.
and if the change in our' climatic conditions
continues, it will only be a matter of half a
dozen years when everything will grow almost
as prolificly as in the tropics, and without irri
gation otherwise than the natural rainfall. As
it is today one wind mill is sufficient to supply
One family with all the water necessary for
stOCk. household and irrigating purposes. Our

theory that even wind mills will be done away
with is based on scientific principles."

"When the Willamette Valley was first set
tled they had scarcely any more rainfall than
\\'e now have. The change was brought about
by the shi fting of the earth'5 poles. The same
change is still going on and the rainfall reach
ing further east, and if the next fi\'e years
show as marked increase in the precipitation
as have the past five years, the people of Frank
lin county will cease (0 long for an irrigation
canal. "

Still, in the face of all this the agitation in
behalf of irrigation was, as is now, kept at
fever heat. Mr. Giezentanner's report of a
Pasco irrigation meeting, June 20, 1899. is
as follows:

"The people of Pasco have made up their
minds thoroughly to have water. And when
they thoroughly make up their minds to obtain
a point they always obtain it, simply because
when they once put their shoulders and heads
together they are 'right thar', as the fellow said
when he ,,'ent into a 'bar fight.' For the past
ten years they ha\'e been living in hopes that
outside capital would become interested in put
ting in an irrigating canal in this county, as
they know for a certainty that this place with
water "'ill be ahead of anything on the Pacific
coast-this is no boast. but an unvarnished
fact. But as there has never been anything
tangible for capital to work on in the way of
securing a proper proportion of the land, inves
tors have passed us by. Realizing and appre
ciating this fact a mass meeting was held at
the court house last Tuesday evening and the
subject exhausti\'ely discussed. Prosecuting
j\ttorney Ransom Olney. Fred Kurtzman, two

• •
of the largest land holders in and around town,
J. 'V. O'Keefe and R. Gerry made some very
pointed speeches on the question.

"Before adjournment great interest was
manifested, but owing to the late hour no com
mittee was appointed and the announcement
of another meeting to be held at the same place
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next Tuesday evening was given out.
The obj ect of the next meeting will be
to formulate some plan whereby a large
portion of the land can be brought un
der one head and offered as a bonus to any
individual, or company, with means sufficient
to carry out the proposition. Should this plan
not work, they will, probably, bond the land
and themselves push the enterprise to comple
tion. As to the amount of land to be irrigated
that will be decided according to the number
who wish to go into the scheme, but not less
than 5,000 acres will be considered as a begin
ning. After this a more extensive proposition
will, undoubtedly, be taken up."

An adjourned meeting was held Tuesday
evening, June 27th, and another the week fol
lowing, with this result, as reported by Mr.
Giezentanner :

"A typewritten agreement was presented to
the three members of the subscription commit
tee on irrigation, at a recent meeting, Messrs.
Fred Kurtzman, F. Bernd and J. E. Van Gor·
don, with instructions to solicit the signatures
of the land owners who are interested in the
advancement of our town and county, and who
wish to be benefited by this irrigation move
ment. The signatures below represent the
largest land owners in Pasco, as some of the
men own over 1,000 acres each, including lots
and acre property. The lists will be left open
until all shall have had an opportunity to sign,
when a substantial contract, or bond, will be
arranged and offered as a payment to anyone
who will take up and complete the work of ir
rigating the land. We trust there will be no
delay on the part of the committee or sub
scribers, as this is an enterprise which, if car
ried out, will reflect great credit on the energy
of our people, as well as being a remunerative
one, and the sooner it is accomplished the
quicker the results will be. So, don't let any
grass grow under your feet or any moss on
your back, but get to the front like men, and

you will accomplish something. Th fe ollow_
ing is the agreement:

To VVHOMSOEVER IT MAY CONCERX GREET_

ING:

"Be it known-That we, the undersigned,
property owners of Pasco, Franklin COunt
Washington, and vicinity, for the purpose ~:
taking the initiatory steps toward inducing ca t
italists to aid us in establishing a system of ir~
gation for our lands, and to give them a start
ing basis upon which to figure the per cent.
they might realize upon the investment neces
sary to render us such aid, do hereby mutuallv
agree, to and with each other, that we \Yill gi,:e
the one-half part of all our lands and lots' (ex
clusive of buildings), that can be watered by
the system to be established, and that we will
execute contracts binding ourselves to convey
by good and sufficient deeds such one-half part,
to any responsible business man, firm or com
pany, as soon as water is ready to be deiirered
in sufficient quantity for proper irrigation of
the lands.

"Witness our hands this 3d day of July,
1899. R. Olney, F. Kurtzman, ]. E. Van Gor
don, James McIntyre, D. D. Sylvester, John
Toles, G. M. Coleman."

The foregoing is but illustrative of the
earnestness of the people of Franklin county
in pushing the matter of irrigation. The re
sults of this move were not all that could be
desired. Capital remained shy. The question
of reclaiming arid lands was then pending in
congress, and this fact, also tended to keep
the question in abeyance. That the county
of Franklin will be made to "blossom as the
rose" through the medium of government aid
is a matter which at present admits of no con
tradiction.

Friday night, July 21, 1899, an attempt
was made by a burly tramp to murder Mrs.
Schuneman and her son, Louis. The Schune
man farm is situated on the Columbia river,
two miles west of Pasco. Mr. Schuneman, the
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owner, was away at the time looking after
some mining interests in another portion of the
state. The would-be assassin, who met his
death at the hands of Louis, in defense of his
mother, made his appearance at the ranch early
in the evening, and asked for something to
eat. Mrs. Schuneman, a kind-hearted, benev
olent iady, gave the tramp his supper, after
which he went away. The family, with the
exception of a boy named Henry Sylvester, 15
years of age, retired for the night. The latter
returned later and left his horse tied near the

house.
About one o'clock the next morning Mrs.

Schuneman was awakened by some one enter
ing the house. She arose and demanded an
explanation. Instead of answering the tramp
seized her by the throat with one hand, while
with the other he attempted to disembowel her
with a mowing blade which he had picked up
outside the house. The lady freed herself from
the villain's grasp and shouted for help. Louis,
awakened by her cries, seized his rifle and at
once ran to her aid. Then began a fight for
life in the dark. It was some time before
Louis dared fire at the intruder through fear
of shooting his mother. The sudden appear
ance of the son caused the fellow to loosen his
hold on Mrs. Schuneman, and as she broke
away from him the rifle cracked sharply. The
tramp fell, but was instantly on his feet again
and, making a wild plunge at young Schune
man, met his death at the second shot from
the rifle.

'Vhen the trouble occurred Henry Sylves
ter ran for his horse with the intention of rid
ing for the sheriff. But he discovered that the
tramp had cut the halter and freed the horse
Then the plucky boy ran all the way to Pasco,
notified the sheriff and fainted from exhaus
tion. Sheriff Davis left for the scene of the
tragedy immediately. On his arrival he found
the tramp on the floor, dead, with a 44 bullet
through his body and one through his heacl.
The coroner was notified and an inquest held

the same morning. The jury completely ex
onerated young Schuneman, and complimented
him on his bravery and presence of mind.
Louis Schuneman was a young man of about
twenty years of age, very industrious, and who
had cultivated a magnificent garden, sold the
produce in Pasco and accumulated some

I money. \Vhether the man, an unknown hobo,
was aware of this is unknown, but it was plain
ly evident that he intended to kill mother and
son and rob the house. He was a big fellow,
measuring six feet six inches, red haired and
about 35 years of age. Nothing was found in
his clothes aside from two cucumbers and some
peas which he had stolen from the garden.

During the month of January, 1900, the
city council of Pasco passed an ordinance
granting to the Inland Telephone & Telegraph
Company the right to erect, maintain and op
erate within the limits of the city, with the
usual restrictions. This measure was passed
during the incumbency of Mayor Hathaway.

Sunday morning, January zlst,Mrs. Hath
away, while searc~ing for Indian arrow heads
along the banks of the Snake river, found an
archaic alluminum medal, about the size of a
silver twenty-five cent piece. On the face of
the medal was, in relief. an image of the Virgin
Mary, standing erect. with a halo surrounding
her head. Two circles of words encompassed
the image, the first being near the edge of the
piece; the second immediately inside the first
circle. The sentence forming the outer circle
read: "Oh, Mary, Conceived Without Sin."
The inner circle read: "Pray for Us Who
Have Recourse to You." The obverse of this
peculiar antique bore twel ve fi ve-pointed Stars
completing a circle near the edge of the medal.
In the center ,vas a capital M, crossed by a
bar, and connected to the bar was a cross. Sus
pended to the arms of the letter M were two
hearts. one pierced by a dagger; the other
bound with a chain consisting of three links.
The date of this medal was, comparatively re
cent, being 1830. It was supposed to have
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been lost by some one of the many Catholic
missionaries to the Indians.

But a more gruesome find was that made
by several young people on Sunday, February
4th. The party were exploring an island in
the Columbia, above the mouth of the Snake
river. Here they discovered an ancient In
dian burial place that had been washed out, ex
posing a large number of bones, skeletons
skulls and decaying bodies of a past genera
tion of Indians. Some of the bodies had been
buried in canoes which were still in a compara
tively sound condition. In one of them \vas
the body of an Indian almost entirely mummi
fied. It was evident that this one had been
killed. The skull was crushed in and partly
disjointed from the body. From the base of
the skull, extending nearly to the knees, the
flesh was dried, plainly showing the cords and
tendrons of the neck and body. Aside from
beaded moccasins and leggins this body, that
of a man, was entirely nude. It is sufficient to
say that this appalling spectacle chilled the
ardor of the most enthusiastic curio hunters.
It is the supposition that in this vicinity, many
years ago, a fierce battle was fought between
two antagonistic tribes.

"The Pasco Athletic Club" was organized
in the office of the News-Recorder \\Tednesday
afternoon. February 7, 1900. The chair waf
occupied by Mayor Hathaway, and the follow
ing off,cers elected; C. S. O'Brien, president;
Alfred Buchanan, vice-president; A. S. Hamer,
secretary and treasurer: R. Gerry, A. J. Tut
tle. \V. E. Quinlan, J. Heffron and A. J. Jones,
directors. There was a list of twenty-five
charter members, and the club came into exist
ence under the most favorable auspices. Citi
zens outside of the club contributed $60 to the
new organization.

The spring of 1900 was notable in the
number of improvements in the line of river
navigation. It was a revival of an old indus
try. The Central Navigation & Construction
Company purchased the steamer Billings aside

from building another, the Umatilla "'1 I, , ength
165 feet; 30 foot beam, and with a capacitv of
350 tons. The ship carpenters uncle" p', 'ore~

man H. E. Ulen, of Portland. Oreo-ol1 \It'I' d• ",. 1 lze
16,000 feet of lumber in the construction of
this beautiful packet. The craft was equi d

. h h' d' . ppeWIt new mac mery Irectly from the east d
I an

was in every wayan A 1 river boat. There was
great transformation on the Billings als, o.
This was a boat 200 feet in length and of --0

. P . JJ
tons capaCity. revlOUS to the construction of
the Northern Pacific Company's bridge across
the Columbia it was owned by that corpora
tion. The new owners thoroughly overhauled
the craft and repainted it inside and out. A
new boiler was put in and the old one rele
gated to a river barge. Freight, alone, on the
new boiler amounted to $ 1,100.

Reconstruction of the Northern Pacific
Railway Company's bridge across the Colum
bia, was begun in the summer of 1900. At
that time new concrete piers were substituted
for the old ones, and ol'er 100 men were em
ployed the greater portion of the year follow
ing. Vacant houses in Pasco were rapidly
filled and new ones run up as fast as possible.

As the delayed freight train NO.5, was pull
ing out of Connell, Thursday evening, Novem
ber 22d, the forward stake on a flat car broke.
This car was loaded with telegraph poles. some
of which rolled off and pierced the ground while
the train was traveling at a rate of 15 miles
an hour. The other ends of the poles shot
through a refrigerator car, derailing it. In
each end of a refrigerator car there is a space
of four or five feet, partitioned off as are·
ceptacle for ice. In one of these narrow spaces
eight men were riding. When Engineer Mc
Gilvery and Conductor Bronell gained the
wrecked car they encountered an appalling
sight. Two men were pinioned to the inner
partition, one dead; the other dying. Another,
severely injured, was wildly raving in his de
lirium. The dying man was pierced through
by one of the poles. Twenty minutes before
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death claimed its victim he suffered untold
agonies. During this time he besought his com
racles to lead a Christian life. His last words
"'ere: "1 am dying, and 1- want to meet you in

"heaven.
The names of the two dead men were Fred

erick Hanson and Albert Ne\\·son. The in
jured man survived, but he was terribly bruised
about the head, shoulders and arms. His name
was Oliver Armstrong, and he had scarcely
emerged from boyhood. It "'as his first trip
away from his home, St. Paul, Minnesota. He
was conveyed to-the \Valla \Valla hospital. One
of the dead men was a member of the A. O.
U. W., and was insured for $2,000. They were
both buried in the Pasco cemetery.

In common with many other towns
throughout the state of \Vashington, Pasco, in
December, 1900, experienced an epidemic of
smallpox, and, as "'as the case in other towns,
it was of an exceedingly mild type. All
necessary precautions were taken. hO\\'e\'er,
by the health officers, and several residences
were quarantined. This epidemic was the oc
casion of stopping a number of holiday enter,
tainments for which elaborate programs had
been prepared.

Descriptive of Franklin county. its condi
tion and resources during the year 1900. the
following resume, published by the Northern
Pacific Railway Company. is concise, candid,
and fairly drawn:

"Franklin, lying between Adams county and
the Snake river, contains 1.244 square miles.
and forms the southern limit of the Big Bend
country. The climate is mild and the soil ex
ceedingly fertile, but water is hard to find in
some parts of the county. The rainfall ami
heavy dews afford sufficient moisture for the
successful growing of wheat and other grains
without irrigation. but in some districts water
for domestic and stock purposes is scarce.
There are 82 farms in the county in "'hich there
are 2.700 acres. which yield on an average from
22 to 27 bushels of wheat to the acre. Land

in this county can be bought at "ery reasonable
figures, and government land can also be taken
up under the homestead act. There are 414
cattle with an assessed valuation of $3,540;

44,900 sheep, worth $56, 125; 5.784 horses
wor,th $12,003. During the year of 1889 there
were 8 birth, 2 deaths, 5 marriages. There are
four schools with five teachers and 114 pupils.
The Northern Pacific Railway traverses the
county from north to south, while a branch of
the O. R. & K. runs through a part of the
northern portion. The only town of any size
in the county is Pasco, the county seat, a divi
sion point of the Northern Pacific railroad.

"During the year 1900, just passed, there
have been five marriages, 6 births and 4 deaths.
Three of the deaths were caused by railway ac
cidents. \Vhen the census was taken last spring
the population \\'as 486, but since that time
immigration has been pouring in and the popu
lation has steadily increased until it is a third
more, and by the time the year is up it will
have nearlv doubled."

~

Friday, February IS, 1901, Pasco was "is
ited by Mr. Perrin \Vhitman, a grand nephew
of Dr. Marcus \Vhitman, who was massacred
by the Indians at his mission near \Valla \Valla,
in 1847. Mr. Perrin \Vhitman was engaged in
the hardware business at Traverse, Michigan.
He left Pasco to visit the grave of his grand
uncle, and. also, \Vhitman College. Here he
joined his wife and chjld, and together they
continued their journey to the Sound. Mr.
\Vhitman, then a young man of thirty, had
ne"er visited \Vashington before. \Vhile in
Pasco he exhibited the original diary wrjtten
by Mrs. Narcissa \Vhitman "'hile on her famous
journey west with her newly wedded husband,
Dr. Marcus \Vhitman. She was the first white
woman to cross the Rocky mountains, and
wrote this diary 64 years ago. Young Perrin
\Vhitman fell heir to the "aluable historical
record, and he loaned it to Whitman College

for a term of years.
•

March 25th, Lee Albert Fisch, a boy nine
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years of ag~, was struck on the head by a
passenger train engine, and instantly killed.
This occurred one-half mile from the town
of Connell, at about 3 o'clock in the afternoon.
In company with his 13-year-old sister he was
riding down the railway track on a bicycle.
The delayed train rounded a curve in their
rear and was almost upon them when the chil
dren discovered its approach and jumped for
their lives. They got safely into the clear, but
in getting the wheels off the track the pedal of
the girl's bicycle caught in the rail. Young'
Fisch attempted to clear it, but the cylinder of
t.he engine struck his head, and the unfortunate
lad was thrown about forty feet. \;Yhen picked
up by the train crew the top of his skull and the
entire brain were missing.

The death of Louis Erickson, a pioneer of
Franklin county, occurred Friday, August 23d.
'While engaged in hauling wheat to Page sta
tion the rope and brake pole broke, and he was
thrown in front of the wheel which, passing
over his body, crushed out his life. Mr. Erick
son was one of the first settlers on Fish Hook
Flat, and was highly esteemed by the commun
ity in which he had for many years resided, a
respected and influential citizen. The remains
were interred in the K. of P. cemetery. Pasco.

In November, 1901, Mrs. C. B. Walton or
ganized in Pasco a \;Yoman of Woodcraft lodge,
which was christened Columbia Circle. The
officers chosen were: Past Guardian Neighbor,
May Rosencrance; Guardian Neighbor. Hen
rietta Lefler; Advisor, Amanda Bradshaw,
Banker, Emma Bromley; Clerk, Aurelia M.
Pratt; Magician, Hattie M. Cole; Attendant.
Ella Fisher; Inner Sentinel, Wannona Leffler;
Outer Sentinel, John Fisher; Musician, Althea
Rosencrance.

Thursday evening, February 20, 1902, Ind
ian Charlie was struck by a train on the Snake
river bridge was killed. In company with Poca
hontas, another Indian, and a "tellicum," or
friend, he was trying to pull an old buggy
across the bridge. Other Indians were below

the bridge swimming their horses across the
stream. The moon was shining brightly and
the shadows cast by the heavy bridge timbers
prevented the en~neer of the extra freight
tram from observmg the obstruction in front
of him in time to prevent the disaster. Poco
hontas escaped with the loss of his hat and a
gallon of whiskey. Charlie was an honest old
man, having won the respect of white people as
well as the Indians of his tribe, "'ho all quit
work for three days to attend the funeral.

In March, 1902, the Fish Hook Flat Sunday
School, Presbyterian, was organized with 36
members. Rev. W. O. Forbes presided. Mrs.
William Gleason was elected superintendent;
Mrs. Shepherd secretary and treasurer. A peti
tion was drawn asking the Presbytery at Walla
\;yalia to organize a church at the Flat, and 15
persons promised to unite should the desired
result be obtained.

The suicide of John Campbell, March 17th.
occurred on his farm, two miles from Pasco.
He fired a pistol bullet into his mouth which
passed through and lodged in the back of his
head. The remains were interred in the K.
of P. cemetery. The cause assigned for this
act was despondency produced by long-contin
ued illness. Mr. Campbell had resided in
Franklin county for a number of years.

In May, 1902, County School Superin
tendent McBride announced that he was
through organizing school districts for the pres
ent fiscal year. The last one was No. 16. In
1900 Franklin county had only four districts.
Three were added in 1901 and nine in 1<)02.
It was the advice of Mr. McBride that all the
new districts should hold at least one month's
term of school previous to the termination of
the school year for the purpose of obtaining
their proportion of the school funds. This ad
vice was acted upon so far as possible.

May 31, 1902, the Franklin News-Recorder
said:

"The pastime of jumping homestearls
around Connell is still in vogue. A young man
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last week went to a neighbor's house, in com
pany with two witnesses, and while the family
were out in the field, in plain sight, broke open
the house, put up his notice and later filed a
contest. The owner of the property immed
iately had him arrested for house-breaking, and
now he is awaiting the time when his case can
be heard in the superior court, bound over in
the sum of t\\·o hundred dollars. If the east
enders will give the jumpers the Pasco Qf it,
that nuisance will soon be checked. Last year
the young teacher of the Pasco school, who by
the way, is a one-armed man, took up a home
stead near Lind, joining one taken by a brother
in-law. During the spring term of school the
young wife and babe held down the claim, while
• •

the teacher 'bached' in a house about a mile
from Pasco. Being there, crippled and alone,
he looked easy.

"One day while the wife and brother were
away from home a rubberneck from \Valla
Walla jumped one of the claims and hiked out
for home. \Vhen he arrived in Pasco the
thought struck him that it would be a good
scheme to go down and offer the teacher $15
or $20 for a relinquishment. and thus save time
and expense. He went down and struck the
cripple, but the cripple struck back so heartily
that the jumper did not come to for several
minutes. VlThen he did he was ordered to get
out of there, which he immediately proceeded
to do. On the day following this episode the
jumper's lawyer notified the teacher that the
contest was off. The plucky teacher broke his
fist, but he saved his home and a $1,500 farm."

Thursday, August 28, 1902, the first car of
wheat was shipped from Pasco. It marked a
new era in the progress of the town and estab
lished a precedent for future emulation. The
Northern Pacific Company, at the solidtation
of John Norling and other prominent farmers,
put in a large wheat platform. The year prev
ious all the wheat on Fish Hook Flat was
shipped from Page station, on the O. R. & N.
line.

In August, of the same year, the 1\orthern
Pacific yards at Pasco underwent a remodeling.
A number of diamond switches and several
miles of additional siding were constructed.
The old stock yards were removed and replaced
by new ones of ample capacity, and in a more
convenient locality. August 30th the N (!LUS

Recorder said:
"While in town this week Superintendent

McCabe informed us that the large force of
men now engaged in making improvements
here will remain until the Pasco yards become
of the best, if not the best, of any in the state;
that the enormous amount of freight handled
is absolutely demanding it, and that the work
would be rapidly pushed. During their recent
trip west Presidents Mellen and Hill stopped
off here. They, too, intimated that it was going
to be well with Pasco in the near future."

August 25th Peter Nelson was fatally shot
by a 'gang of thugs in Pasco. The murder was
committed with a 38 calibre revolver, the in
testines of the victim being pierced in fifteen
places. Nelson was taken to the \Valla \Valla
hospital where he shortly afterward expired.
He left a wife and family. Of this foul deed
the NC'ic's-RecordClr, of August 30th. 1902,
said:

"The crime of murder has been committed
in our town, for which two young lives are
now in jeopardy with all the chances against
them. Both of these young men who comes of
respectable parents. and whose ages are 19 and
25 years, respectively, have taken the life of a
husband and father in cold blood. They were
asked for advice and assistance and they gave
a death wound. A reward was offered for the
assistance asked, but the sight of money filled
the breasts of the young men with a lust for
adventure and plunder, and the double crime of
murder and robbery was committed before the
fog of intoxication had cleared from their
clouded brain, and they could realize the enorm
ity of their crime. One of the boys was raised
here; the other in the east. The family of the
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one reared in Pasco moved away, and since that
time the boys have frequented the gambling
hells, ha\'e imbibed freely, and this crime has
been the direct fruit of their em·ironments.

* * * This crime is not the only indis
cretion practiced by the young. as well as by
some of the older ones in the town. Vlfe saw
months ago what the drift was. and asked that
the state la\\' be enfor,ced prohibiting gambling
which was dragging the young people into the
deadly net despite the protestations and tears of
their mothers, and the law was enforced. This
removed the worst evil, and people are begin
ning to think of better things, But the seed
that has been sown, and the seed that is being
sown will ripen, and the people will see other
practical results before the evil tide of a wide
open town is permanently checked. But the
people of Pasco are not all bad, and we expect
much good to be accomplished in addition to
what is already being done."

Oscar Bradshaw is the name of the man
who shot Nelson. His companion was 'William
Kellet. Bradshaw was sentenced to be hanged,
but he is still in the penitentiary pending an
appeal. Kellet was sentenced to twenty years
impri sonment.

Following this awful crime it was decided
by reputable citizens of Pasco that the "tough
element had had their day." Superintendent
Gilbert, of the Northern Pacific Railway Com
pany, took the matter up with the Franklin
county commissioners. It was decided, as a
r.esult of their deliberations. that the railway
company pay one-half; the county one-half, of
the salaries of two good men. both to be se
lected by the company, to be placed at Pasco
as deputies for the express purpose of ridding
the town of hoboes and other undesirable ele-

ments. Results have since proved tile . I
\\"IS( am

of their action. That Pasco was tllor 11. . . aug 1 y
ahve to the enormity of the manv crilne d

of S an
misdemeanors with which the town ]1' d

i.l re-
cently been afflicted, is accentuated by the fol-
lowing from the Ne-<.l's-Record~rof October 8

I ,
I902 :

"The people of Pasco were greatly rejoiCed
this morning when the news spread that Sheriff
Davis had made an important capture of a
hold-up for which Mr. Davis deserves consider
able credit. Once before he arrested a thief
who had stolen an overcoat and a grip from a
coach, and he has him safely locked up. But in
the arrest this morning he had to shoot his man
before he could take him. It appears that he
and two accomplices palmed themselves off as
rail road men, and boarding a westbound train,
with some box-car passengers. whom they had
assisted to get aboard, and after the train had
got under headway. proceeded to relieve of
their valuables. They secured several dollar,s.
They then returned to Pasco followed by the
victims who informed the sheriff. In making
the arrest one of them attempted to kill the
sheriff, and got a good-sized bullet through
his thigh from the sheriff's gun. The other
two made their escape, and after disarming the
wounded robber and turning him over to a
deputy. Davis has gone on a hunt for the
others."

Again. October 25th, the News-Record
said: "Sheriff Davis arrested two more hold
up men this week and has them safely housed.
They had been working here in the railroad
yards as switchmen for about a month. He,
also, arrested another thief who was caught try
ing to make way with an animal left by some
stock men at E. F. Gantenbein's feed yard."



CHAPTER II.

CURRENT EVENTS-IR84 TO 1904.

The local railroad historv of Franklin coun--
tv dates from the advent of the Northern,

Pacific, in 1883-4, when it pushed its lines
through to what is now Hunt's Junction. \Valla
Walla county, and crossed the Snake river over
a magnificent bridge costing $1.300,000. Sub
sequently seventeen miles of this line, between
Pasco and Hunt's Junction, were leased by the
Washington & Columbia Railway Company,
under \\'hich name it is now conducted.

The capital of Franklin county. Pasco, is
considered in the light of a railway to\\"l1. one
of the most important in the state of \Vash
ington. Its extensi\'e railroad yards will ac
commodate more than one thousand cars; the
mammoth ice house supplies many divisions of
the Northern Pacific railroad. It is therefore
fitting and apropos to the subject of railroads
that we pause for a brief space in the general
trend of this history and glance retrospectively
at the annals of that great transcontinental line.
the l\orthern Pacific. In no other portion of
this work has it been exploited, and it is, per
haps. the greatest industry in the state.

The Northern Pacific railroad is classed
as the third transcontinental line to be con
structed. In reality it is the second, because
what was formerly known as the Central
Pacific, built by Collis P. Huntington, is merely
an extension of the Union Pacific. The Central
Pacific is now a portion of the Southern Pacific
system. Mr. Cy Warman, the eminent writer
on railroad affairs, says:

"Had it not been for the war with Mexico
in 1846 which drew attention to the southwest;

the gold discoveries in California in 1849, which
dre\\" attention to the Golden Gate route; the
efforts of Jefferson Davis and other influential
men of the South in the interest of a southern
route-in short. if there had been no other way,
the ;\orthern Pacific might have been the first,
instead of the third transcontinental railroad in
.-\merica.. ,

Briefly epitomized. the evolution of the
Northern Pacific railroad is as follO\vs:

In 1853 Jefferson Davis was secretary of
\\'ar. That year congress authorized the \\"ar
department to make explorations to ascenain
the most practical route for a railroad from the
Mississippi river to the Pacific ocean. The de
tails of these explorations, including the route,
or routes, to be surveyed, were all left to Jeffer
son Davis as secretary of war. Five separate
expeditions \\'ere set to work by him at once
on each of the five routes that had been advo
cated. These were known as the 3zd, 35th,
38th, 4zd, and 48th parallel routes. Along
these original surveys were subsequently built
respectively the Texas Southern Pacific. the
Santa Fe. the Kansas Pacific. the Union Pacific
and the Northern Pacific railroads.

Isaac Ingalls Stevens had seen service in
the Mexican war. That year, 1853, he was
appointed governor of the Territory of \Vash
ington and. also. named in conjunction with
Captain George B. McClellan, of the Cnited
States arm\', to assume charge of the survey

•

along the extreme northern, or 48th parallel
route. Associated with these leaders were a
number of young men who won fame in after
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years. Captain McClellan lived to win su
preme command of the Army of the Potomac;
Captain Stevens fell on the battlefield fighting
for the union cause during the Civil war. Ac
cording to an arrangement between these two,
Stevens worked west from St. Paul, Minne
sota; McClellan eastward from Puget Sound.
Governor Stevens from the Mississippi and
Captain McClellan from the Columbia, fought
their way up to the low crest of the continent,
the Rockies, where a base of supplies had been
established. Consequently to General George
B. McClellan belongs the honor of having made
the preliminary survey of the line of the North
ern Pacific railroad through Franklin and
Adams counties-in short through the entire
state of IlVashington.

From this arduous task Governor Stevens i
emerged an enthusiastic advocate of the "north- !
ern route." To Secretary of War Davis were i
submitted the reports of the five surveying par
ties. Being a warm-blooded southerner Davis
naturally favored the 32d parallel route. He
did not wish the road to leave the Mississippi
farther north than Vicksburg. Such would, I

probably, han been the case had not great and I
mighty events interposed to change the politi- I
cal destiny of the nation. The five surveys I
had occupied several years. There was a new I

•
pilot at the helm of the Ship of State. Abraham i
Lincoln placed his finger on Omaha. This set- I
tIed the question so far as the first Pacific road I
was concerned. I

After the Union Pacific company had se- I
I

cured the necessary legislation to insure the con- I
struction of a line from Omaha, President Lin- i
coln signed the bill creating the Northern Pa- i
cific Railway Company. This was on July 2,

1864. Josiah Perham was at the head of the
enterprise at that period. He had been before
congress for some time with what he called
"The People's Pacific Railroad Company." This
was an organization composed of New England
men. It had been squeezed out of the 42d par
allel scheme. Now it had suddenly become

enamored of the northern route Th. . . e new
company, for. whIch PreSIdent Lincoln had
~,gned the bIll, was to receive no subsidy
111 government bonds. The land grant
however, was to be twenty sections to th~

mile of track in Minnesota and forty s, ec~

tions in the territories. ~ne hundred and thirty-
five persons were named III the act of incorpora_
tion, as commissioners to organize the North
ern Pacific Railroad Company. In September,
1864, thirty-three of these commissioners met
at Boston and elected Josiah Perham as pr.esi
dent. But this original organization SOon went
to the wall. It then appealed to congress for aid
to build the road. Finally, in 1867, a reorgani
zation was effected. At the head of this new
syndicate was 'William B. Ogden, president of
the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Com
pany. Other railroad presidents cast their lots
in with the new entcr-prisc. They employed
Edwin F. Johnson as chief engineer and began
running a line over the preliminary survey made
by Governor Stevens and Captain McClellan.

During the summer of 1870 actual con
struction work on the Northern Pacific rail
road ,,'as commenced at Thompson's Junction.
This section on which "'ork was done ,,-as
called the Lake Superior & :Mississippi rail
road. It was controlled by Jay Cooke, who
subsequently became an important factor in the
great Korthern Pacific aggregation. Within
h,'o years $3°,000,000 were received from the
sale of bonds. The road was extended as far
west as the Red River in 1872. But the panic
of 1873 swept Jay Cooke off his feet. General
George \IV. Cass was appointed receiver of the
road. About this time one Henry Villard. a

young German journalist, who had become in-- . .
terested in the Oregon Railroad & NaVigatIon
Company, secured control of the Northern Pa
cific. Until 1880 surveys on the western di
visions of the line had bee!l preliminary. :\ow
they became more detailed and in that year,
under the energetic administration of President
Frederick Billings, dirt was flying in Adams
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and Franklin counties along the line finally
selected, and the road was pushed through to
Ellensburg in 1883-4. The whistle of the loco
moti,'e was heard in Franklin county. The
tinkle of dropping rails along the roadbed was
often heard far into the night as they fell from
tbe ad"ancing flat cars. The first overland
train direct from Duluth to Tacoma arrived on
Sunday, July 5,1887. But the overland railroad
communication was fully consummated via
portland and the road connected with Ta
{oma in 1883. September 7th of that year was
dri,'en the "golden spike" sixty miles west of
Helena, which fastened the last rail of the
Northern Pacific railroad joining the Pacific
and the Atlantic oceans.

The Northern Pacific was now operating a
ferry for its cars across the Columbia. In 1894
tbe road threw a bridge across the Columbia
about one mile south of Pasco, in Franklin
county. The O. R. & N. Company built 'a
branch line into Connell, sixty miles north of
Pasco, a few years since. The mileage of these
roads has proved very remunerative to Franklin
county. It may be said with considerable
pride that the warrants of this countv are now

•

at par, and are readily cashed by the county
treasurer on presentation. Financially, Frank
lin county is in as good condition as any other
county in the state of \Vashington.

During the great railway strike of 1894,
on the Northern Pacific, Pasco was a central
point of interest. There was a prolonged tie
up and regular soldiers were stationed here in
considerable force. In other portions of this
history the strike has been treated at length,
and it is unnecessary here to recapitulate. It
is sufficient to say that the first train from the
west arrived at Pasco July 4th, the first that
had moved since the inauguration of the
trouble. This train experienced considerable
difficulty in getting through the town. Prog
ress was impeded by derailed cars, and the mar
shals found considerable difficulty in keeping
the track clear. Trainmen were hooted and

jeered by the strikers, but no violence was
offered at this time. July 17th the strike ap
peared to have weakened in force in the vicinity
of Pasco. VI'ork had been resumed in the yards
twenty-four hours previous. Passenger and
freight trains were run. Superintendent Gil
bert, with the pay car, was in Pasco during the
morning, and it was then understood that quite
a number of the strikers had applied for rein
statement.

Two months prior to the strike the mem
orable march of the Commonweal Army, led
by the redoubtable General Coxey, occurred.
The following was written by the Pasco cor
respondent of the Spokane Revie<.CJ May 6,
1894 :

"L:nited States Marshal Sam Vinson ar
rived in Pasco at nine o'clock last night with
27 deputies en route for North Yakima to pro
tect :\orthern Pacific property against the Cox
eyites. Their services were needed here, how
ever, and affairs at this time have assumed an
alarming aspect. The deputies will remain
until further orders, and reinforcements have
been asked for.

"Soon after the arrival of the deputies a
freight train pulled in from the west with
about sixty of the Seattle and Tacoma con
tingents of the cOlTImon\Vealers on board. An
hour later another freight arrived with IS0
more commonwealers. Ten deputies were sent
across the river, where they flagged the train
and compelled the Coxeyites to climb down.
The train pulled into town, followed soon after
bv the men on foot. So soon as the train was

•

ready to proceed 200 men climbed aboard.
Owing to the darkness it was not deemed ad
vi sable to try to dislodge them at that time, and
Superintendent Gilbert, who is on the ground,
ordered the train to be held until after day
light. At 4 :30 a. m. the deputies took a posi
tion at the eastern yard limits, and the train
was stripped of the commonwealers without
serious difficultv. Several of the men acted

•

ugly, but no violent resistance was offered. The
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commonwealers came back to town grumbling
and threatening to make matters lively tomor
row, when, they say, 500 more will arrive.
Those now here sent out committees to beg
food, and citizens responded liberally with
flour, meat and potatoes.

"Leading citizens have just held a mass
meeting to protest against the mobilization of
the tramp am1Y here. The men will either
have to walk out or starve should thev remain

J

here long. Trouble is expected when several
hunrtred additional men arrive tomorrow.
'Jumbo' Cantwell is reported at Ellensburg
with 200 men, Vinson has wired to Marshal
Drake to send fifty more deputies. or order
troops from Walla \Valla.

"The Coxeyites say it is now every fellow
for himself and everybody for Spokane, where
they expect to rendezvous. A carload of pro
visions consigned to 'Jumbo,' at Spokane.
passed through Pasco today. A large number
of commonwealers have gone through here in
the last day or two bound for Spokane. E. J.
Jeffries, former Spokane agitator, who was
elected commander of the Seattle contingent.
at Puyallup, arrived here with part of his force
today. The men say they are determined to
reach Spokane, and unless reinforcements ar
rive the present force will be unable to hold
them. Superintendent Gilbert says:

" '\Ve have forty United States marshals
here now, and they will be largely increased
tonight, with the prospect of having an addi
tional reinforcement of troops here soon. In a
short time we will ha\-e the road so well
guarded that the capture of a freight train will
be impossible.'

"At 8 o'clock p. m. a force of deputy mar
shals took a position on the west side of the
Columbia river bridge for the supposed pur
pose of clearing all trains as they pass of 'in
dustrials,' and keeping them on the west side
of the river. On the morning of the 7th the
situation at Pasco is less alarming than it was
the day before. Deputy Marshal Vinson's re-

quest for reinforcements has been te '
. . . mJloranly

withdrawn. Fmdmg that the deput'. . les were
determmed to prevent their leaving I. lere on
trams, the commonwealers yesterda)' b

. f egan
leavmg or Spokane in squads on fOOt t k', , a -mg
chances of catching freights on the \Yay. and in
this most of them have been Successful. Over
200 have left here on foot, and they are strung
all along the road between here and Sl)ra~

" .le.
Half of them have already won their \Yay to
Spokane. Deputies are guarding the railroad
bridge over the Columbia and none of the Cox
eyites are allowed to cross, Several came orer
on the ferry today. Conductors have order,
to sidetrack trains whenever the common\real
ers boarded them and refused to get off. The
deputies here had not trouble in stripping
trains: The men, as a rule, are peaceable,
Invariably they instantly obey an order to get
off only to instantly get on again so soon a, the
train begins to move. Vinson has prevented
their leaving here on trains, so far.

" 'Jumbo' passed through Pasco today on
his way to Spokane. He informed ?lfarshal
Vinson that he had 200 men behind who would
cross the bridge, peaceably if they could. but
they would cross. It is not yet known when
they will arrive. The commonwealers who ar
rived today say that several hundred are \I'ork
ing their way to Spokane over the Great North
ern. It is only a question of two or three day,
when all the men now on the road will reach
that city. They are waiting for trains at every
way station and the trainmen are in sympathy
with them and they generally manage to catch
on."

On the 18th instant the Pasco correspond

ent advised the R£'"l/iew:
"Over 125 'wealers' arrived on the we,t

side of the river Wednesday. At the westendof
the Columbia river bridge they were turned
back by the guard of United States marshal,
stationed at that point. This proved to be only
a temporary check, for they all crossed during
the day at the steam ferry, the boat makll1g
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three trips for them. Wednesday night and
Thursday forenoon twenty-five more arrived,
coming over by the same conveyance. The
trouble at Yakima seems only to have dispersed
them and retarded their movements, for they
have been coming in by all possible routes, some
proving courageous en~ugh to brave the perils
of navigating the YakIma, a number of small
parties having reached here on venerable scows

. d f "and improVIse ra ts.
In the spring of 190Ithere was in existence

a "Spokane addition to the town of Pasco.
April zd of that year, by order of the county
commissioners, this addition was "vacated, set

aside and annulled forever."
The purchase of a poor farm for use of the

county occurred, practically, April 3, 1901. On
that date the commissioners made the following

order:
"Ordered, that Franklin county purchase

from Mrs. C. W. Wilkins lots 5 and 6, block
J I. Gray's addition to the to\m of Pasco, with
all appurtenances thereunto belonging, for the
sum of one hundred and fifty dollars, and that
the county auditor draw warrants for said
amount in payment thereof on delivery of w'ar
ranty deed for same: that Franklin county \yill
assume the taxes upon said property for the
years 1897 and J898; otherwise it shall be clear
of any and all incumbrances; and thereafter
the property to be known as the 'poor farm.' "

At the same session of the board Raymond
Bland was appointed assessor of the county.

At the meeing of the commissioners, April
9. 190z, C. S. O'Brien was appointed county
treasurer to succeed N. R. Sylvester, resigned.
At the same meeting it was ordered that the
county, it having been ascertained that it con
tained a population of between 3,000 and
3.500, be placed in the 25th class for the pur
pose of establishing salaries of county officials
assuming office in the future. The plats of the
towns of Eltopia and Hardersburg were, also,
presented and approved on this date. The plat

of the town of Judson had been presented by
60

L. J. Weltfong and Elva Poe; July 7th, and
approved. The latter town is now known by
the name of Mesa, and at one time it was called
Lake.

At the commissioners' meting of October
7, J902, three new voting precincts were cre
ated, Judson, Eltopia and Connell. \Vednes
day, October 8th, a franchise was granted Her
man Sohm, of Connell, for the exclusi\'e privi·
lege of supplying the citizens of Connell with
water, and providing for the use of streets, al
leys and county roads and other thoroughfares,
for this purpose. This franchise was to be in
force and effect for a period of ten years, tenta
tive upon the said Sohm installing a water
plant system and conveying and supplying
water according to any contracts \\hich he
might make.

January 12, 1903, the plat of the town of
Connell \\"as presented to the commissioners.
and by them approved. It appears from the
record of the commissioners' proceedings for
J903 that the plan of Herman Sohm for sup
plying water to Connell did not materialize,
as on April 6th of that year, the following reso
lution was passed by the board:

"Resolved, That an exclusive franchise is
hereby granted to the Connell Land & Improve
ment Company, a corporation of. Connell,
Franklin county, state of Washington. and its
assignees, for the use and occupation of all the
streets, alleys, county roads and other thor
oughfares within the limits of the north half of
the northeast quarter of section 36, township
14. north of range 31, E. W. M., being the
unincorporated town of Connell, Franklin
county, state of Washington, and all additions
that may be platted to the unincorporated town
of Connell. and for the use and occupation of
all county roads and highways within one mile
in every direction from the center of the north
half of the northeast quarter of section 36.
township 14. north of range 31, E. \lV. M .. for
the purpose of laying in. under and upon said
streets, roads. alleys. thoroughfares, county
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roads and highways, water pipes, mains and
other apparatus for the conveyance of water
for the purpose of supplying the same to the
town of Connell, and to the inhabitants of
Franklin county, state of \Vashington, and the
territory within one mile thereof, as aforesaid,
and charging a reasonable price therefor. And
for the further purpose of using the above de
scribed streets, alleys, county roads, through
fares and highways within the above described
boundaries for the purpose of erecting poles
and stringing wires thereon for the purpose of
supplying the inhabitants thereof with electric
lights, electric po\ver and telephone service."

This franchise \I'as to be inforce and effect
for a period of twenty-five years from April 6,
1903. The same day a similar franchise was'
granted to the town of Mesa (Judson), in the
name of J. \V. Harris. Both of the aspirants
for the county seat were, evidently, lining up
for the contest. resolved to make as good a
showing of enterprise and public spirit as possi
ble.

The county seat question in Franklin is still
in abeyance, At the general election, in No
vember, 1904. the struggle will lie between
Pasco, Connell and Mesa (Judson). July 5th
a petition ,,'as presented to the county commis
sioners. signed by 272 names, more than one
third of the voting strength of Franklin county,
praying for an election to be held to vote upon
the question of county capital removal. The
petition ,,'as granted, Wednesday, April 6th,
petitioners of Franklin county to the number of
467 had requested the commissioners to submit
the proposition of county seat removal to a vote
of the people. This petition had, also, been
granted, fixing the general ejection of Novem
ber, 1904. as the day upon which to decide the
contest. This last petition was in the interest
of Connell.

The present officers of Franklin county
(1904) are A. Li\'esley (chairman), W. T.
Anderson; \V. E. Blakelv. commissioners; L.

•

H. Koontz. auditor and clerk; J. E. Peck,

sheriff; J. G. Gaiser, superintendent of J
. sc 1001s'

L. E. McClerkm, assessor' C. S O'B' ', . flen
treasurer; Charles T. Hutson prosec t' .

, u Ino- at-
torney; Raymond Bland COUI1t}' s ,>

. .. ' un eyor.
Frank Rudkm IS Judge of the .superior Court

The present city officials of Pasco are: w:
D. Page, mayor; H. J. Pratt, Harry Koester
Edward Spates, John Mulholland and R'
Gerry, councilmen. .

The existing conditions of irrigation in
Franklin county are exceedingly favorabl e.
May 10, 1904, the secretary of the interior al-
lotted $1,500,000 out of the reclamation fund
for the irrigation of a large tract of land in the
vicinity of Pasco. The project was approved
by Secretary Hitchcock, subject to the condi.
tions relating to water rights, acquirement of
necessary property, etc. At present there is a
party of surveyors in the field making excellent
progress. The plan adopted is to take water
from the Palouse river above the Falls, and lead
it through a chain of lakes, westward, these
lakes being utilized as reservoirs. This chain
includes \Vashtucna. Sulphur and other lakes.
The Palouse ri ver forms part of the eastern
boundary of Franklin, separating it from Whit
man county.

Thursday, August I I, an important irri~.

tion meeting was held at \Valla \Valla. The
commissions of Oregon and \Vashington met
in joint convention and considered matters af·
fecting the mutual interests of the states. The
principal subject brought before the convention
was the plan of the government to irrigate
Franklin county in the vicinity of Pasco, Dr,
N. G. Blalock was the first mover for irrigation
many years ago, and it was he who first planned
and huilt the Palouse ditch in the vicinitl, of
\Vashtucna, His funds became exhausted and
the scheme was never carried out. This old
experimental ditch is still in evidence for many
miles in Franklin county. The Washington
commission was named by Governor 'McBride,
At present Franklin county appears to be a cen
ter of interest in southern Washington, and the
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plan of the government is attracting attention

in all parts of the state.
F. H. Newell, of Washington, D. C, is

dlief of the reclamation service of the govern
ment. \Vith Mr. Newell is associated his as
sistant, T. A. Noble. The latter has charge of
all reclamation work in \Vashington. Mr.
Noble is now engaged with the party of 40
engineers in surveying for the proposed Pa
louse river ditch, which will water the lands of
Franklin county south of Eltopia, and extend
in"" to Pasco. This region is one of the most
"fertile in the state. Should present plans of the

government reach fruition the waters of the
Palouse river ,vill be diverted into the Wash
tucna Coulee where an immense reservoir will

be constructed.
July 27, 1904, an increase of the arid land

reclamation fund held by the United States
treasury to approximately $25,000,000 was an
nounced in the report of the auditor of the
department for the fiscal year ended June 30,
190 4. This fund was accumulated from the
proceeds of public land sales in Cali fornia,
~evada, Idaho, Kansas. Utah. North Dakota,
Oregon, South Dakota, \Vashington and

Wyoming.
A portion of the Walla \'Valla correspond

net's report of the irrigation meeting at that
place. \I' ired to the S pokeslIlall-Revie'i.(J of date

August 12, 19°4, is as follows:
"The Palouse Irrigation scheme by which

water taken from the Palouse river 'Yill be dis
tributed over an immense area near Pasco, is
feasible and the government will build it if
private or corporate influence do not interfere
to cause trouble. In the latter eyent delay, and
perhaps abandonment entirely will result.

* * * F. H. Newell made the addreso
of the day, setting out that two points need
to be settled before action could be taken:
riparian rights and an abs01ute guarantee that

the interior department would not be held up
by corporations or individual graft. He ex
plained that hearty co-operation will be neces-

sary on the part of the people. Proceedings in
relation to the construction of the Kahlotus
branch of the Oregon Railroad & Navigation
Company, he said, had materially retarded
progress and promise still to cause delay and
perhaps abandonment entirely.

"Addr,esses were made bv ex-Governor
•

Moore, a director of the railroad company, ex-
plaining the position of the railroad people as
entirely free from any intention to retard or
interfere with the work. Dr. N. G. Blalock,
Maurice Bien, chief counsel, D. \V. Ross, resi
dent engineer, and others spoke."

The relation of the Oregon Railroad &
Navigation Company to the irrigation plans
of the government is as follows: As has been
stated it is the object of the goYernment to
divert the water of the Palouse river through
a chain of lakes in the northern part of Frank
lin countv, and thence into an immense reser-

•

voir formed by \Vashtucna Coulee, near Con-
nell and about fifteen miles long. Several years
ago the Oregon Railroad & Navigation Com
pany abandoned its trackage into Connell, and a
portion of the roadbed was torn up. The com
pany is nO\l' reconstructing this road. and the
right of way lies directly through the Wash

tucna Coulee.
In order to carry out the present plans of

the gm'ernment it would be necessary for the
road to relinquish this right of way, and seek
some other entrance into Connell. It is ex
pected, however, that some amicable arrange
ment will be reached whereby the irrigation
work can be carried on to completion.

Palouse Falls are on the Palouse river,
which forms a portion of the boundary line
between Franklin and \Vhitman counties. They
are 195 feet high, and are capable of affording
a fine water power, equal to any that may be
found in the west. Their chief attraction is
the easy and inexpensively way they may be
utilized. So valuable are these falls that the
San Francisco Electric Light & Power Com
pany is understood to have closed a deal for
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the purchase of them. The banks on either side
are solid basalt rock, both above and below the
falls. Four miles up the Palouse are the Middle
Falls where, after nearly a mile of continuous
rapids there is an abrupt fall of 20 feet. This
is the property of the Oregon Railroad & Nav
igation Company. A mile farther up the river
are the Little Falls, perhaps the most sightly
of any of the falls of the Palouse. Just above
them the river broadens into a lake so calm
and still that the current is hardly perceptible.
They have a fall of over 24 feet. At the lowest
water ever known in the Palouse the flow was
strong enough to generate 2,000 horse power
as measured and estimated by the engineering
department of the Agricultural Department at
Pullman.

As illustrative of the earnestness of the
Franklin county people on the subject of irr,i
gation, a mass meeting of the citizens was called
to meet at Connell, Saturday, February 13,
1904, at 2 o'clock p.m. It was for the purpose of
taking some united action in petitioning the
government to establish the Palouse river pro
ject for the irrigation of Franklin county lands.
The call was signed by Charles T. Hutson, Con
nell, W. T. Anderson, Mesa. W. E. Blakely,
Eltopia, W. B. Smith, Kahlotus and C. T.
Giezentanner, Pasco. This meeting was at
tended by 250 men from all parts of the coun
ty. Large delegations were present from Mesa,
Eltopia, Kahlotus, Pasco, Page and Connell.
Charles T. Hutson called the meeting to order;
John Cooper, of Kahlotus, was elected tem
porary chairman and Henry L. King, of Con
nell, secretary. The committees on organiza
tion appointed were: M. M. Taylor" Connell;
W. E. Blakely, Eltopia; D. W. Page, Pasco;
W. T. Anderson, Mesa; and Raymond Bland,
Kahlotus. The executive committees named
were: Connell, Charles T. Huston; Mesa, W.
T. Anderson; Eltopia, W. E. Blakely; Kahlo
tus, J. O. McKinney; Page, J. M. McIntyre.
C. S. O'Brien, of Pasco, was elected treasurer.
This committee was instructed to meet at the

Pasco, Franklin county, Chamber of C
f h om-

merce or t e purpose of formulat'
'. lllg plans

to merge the two orgamzatlons into one. Their
report concerned Itself mainl)' with 0 tl' .

. II mmg
the dutIes of officers of the organization.

November I, 19°1, the Franklin C" Ollnty
Reg1Stcr, publIshed at Connell. said:

"Franklin county produced its first wheat
this year, although small patches were Sawn
pr.eviously. To A. J. Puffer, of Walla Walla
county, belongs the credit of introducing "'heat
culture upon the arid soil of this county. he
being the first to demonstrate the practicability
and success of cereal production upon the saie
brush lands which comprise almost its entire
area.

"Edward Corke. county assessor. who has
been generally over the count)' and has en
joyed the best opportunity to judge of agri
cultural conditions. estimates that half a mil
lion bushels of grain was produced this year.
For the first time the supply will more than
equal the demand. Over 900 homesteads have
been entered during the past year. and fllllyas
many tracts have been sold by the :-Jorthern
Pacific Railroad Company. That means the
1.500 farms are being improved by this time."

March 7. 1902. the Register said:
"The homeseekers' movement is doing great

things for Franklin county. And greater things
are in store for the future. In eastern Wash
ington. whose wheat-raising possibilities for
the homeseeker are especially attracti,·e. there
are a number of counties which are grain pro
ducers. These are 'Valla \Valla. Columbia,
Garfield, Asotin, K1ickatat. Lincoln, Adams,
Franklin and one of two others.

"Some of these like Walla Walla. Columbia
and \Vhitman, are quite old settled districtS,
\Valla \Valla county being the oldest. and others
ranging from three to ten years in length .of
time since cultivation was first started. StIll.
others, like Franklin, Adams and Lincoln are
quite new. Of these Franklin is the newest
and, consequently, the one to which most home-
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seekers will be likely to direct their attention
as containing within its borders the cheapest
lands. Very little of this broad area has been
settled more than a few months, or years, at
the outside. The en tire southern part, except
the to\m of Pasco itself, is quite new. Sheep
ranged at will over its confines until this

season.
"Among the Franklin county towns that

hare sprung up recently are Connell, Lake
(Judson, now Mesa), Eltopia, Kahlotus and
others. In a majority of these there is little
except a railroad station. The country around
Connell has, undoubtedly, a splendid future.
Nearly all the railroad land has been purchased,
and very few, if any, homesteads worth any
thing at all are left in the vicinity of that
place; the same being true of lands surround
ing Washtucna."

The reception of President Roosevelt at
Pasco is thus described by the Franklin county
Register of date, May 15, 1903:

"At the last meeting of the city council
of Pasco an appropriation of $50 was made
for the purpose of making suitable arrange
ments for the entertainment of President
Roosevelt, May 25th. This was followed by
a meeting of the citizens on May I I tho and
ways and means of raising additional funds.
the manner of decorating, and the method of
reception were considered. It was the con
census of opinion that the entertainment of the
president should not be confined to Pascoites.
but that the whole county be invited to co
operate with Pasco in making the reception a
credit to all. Kennewick. in Yakima county.
was invited to participate in the reception, and
were accorded representation on the com-

•
mlttees.

"The committees are as follows: the first
named in each committee being chairman:

"Reception-Charles T. Hutson; \V. T.
Muse; M. M. Taylor; IV. E. Quinlan: C. S.
O'Brien; R. W. Morris; W. E. Blakely; A.
Livesley; B. M. Price; W. T. Anderson; L. J.

Wiltfong; Raymond Bland; E. T. Redd;
Henry L. King; H. A. Hoover: M. C. Samson;
K R. Sylvester; H. B. Pratt; L. H. Koontz;
John Norling; Jacob Klundt; W. Spates; A. P.
Gray; Robert Gerry; Ed\\'ard Spates; W. J.
Girling; Frank Cardwell.

"Finance-L. E. McClerkin; Robert Gerry;
W. T. Anderson; Charles T. Hutson; Ray
mond Bland.

"Decoration-A. S. Hamer; H. B. Pratt;
J. D. Peck; IV. E. Quinlan; H. J. Cramer; A.
P. Gray.

"At the reception a large crowd greeted the
president. People were in Pasco from all por
tions of Franklin and Yakima counties. As
the president stepped from the train he was
greeted with resounding cheers. Charles T.
Hutson. of Connell. came forward and in the
name of the citizens of Pasco welcomed him in

these words:
"'Mr. President:-The citizens of Pasco

and vicinity extend you greeting and welcome.
The welcome is not measured by the barrenness
of the surrounding country and Pasco hopes,
if she ever again be given the opportunity to
welcome the nation's executive, that ere that
time-through the national irrigation act and
the aid of its friends and representatives in
congress-to direct a portion of the vest volume
of water now going to waste daily in the
Columbia and Snake rivers, upon the lands, and
to be able to welcome him to a veritable garden
of Eden. These berries and fruits are offered
as a testimonial of what Pasco land will do

under irrigation.'
"Mr. Hutson then handed the president a

box of selected strawberries and fruit grown on
the Liveslev & \Vhite ranc11. about four miles

•
from Pasco. on the Snake ri ver. The president
evinced much pleasure and received the berries
with the remark, 'Proof positive of the garden
of Eden.' He then spoke briefly on the re
sults and benefits of irrigation and the intention
of the national irrigation act. A little girl from
Kennewick presented Mr. Roosevelt with a
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ooquet of wild flo.wers which he cordially re
ceived. The depot, warehouse and other build
ings in the vicinity were decorated with a pro
fusion of the national colors. The speech occu
pied aoout fifteen minutes, and the people were
favorably impressed with the president.

Thursday, August 20, 1904, a man named
Hunt was run down by an engine in the Pasco
railroad yards, about 2 :30 p. m., and his head
and ooth arms were severed from his body.
Mr. Hunt was a car repairer. The \Valla
"Valla passenger had arrived and he started
across the tracks to the train to examine it. A
large ireight engine just then backing down ran
over him. Deceased left a wife and two small
children. They accompanied the remains to i,
\Valla \\'alla. \vhere the funeral was held. I

About 184,000 bushels of wheat was the I
amount marketed from Franklin county
ranches during the year 1903. There was re
ceived at Connell, 91,400 bushels; at Kahlotus,
65,100; at Page, 17,648; and at other points an
aggregate of 10,000 bushels. This record is
made from the estimates of the warehouse men
and railway agents.

Connell, thirty-five miles north of Pasco.
Iis rapidly coming to the front. At present it I

contains in the neighoorhood of 350 inhabitants. I
As has been recorded in the earlier portions of
this chap'er. the plat of the town of Connell
was filed \Yith the county commissioners, and
by them approved, February 12, 1903. The
town "'as founded, however, two years pr,ev- I
ious to this, and had, at the time of the filing !
of the plat, made a substantial growth. No-!
vember 30. 19°1, Mr. H. B. Drifting, in a i
letter to the Franklin News-Recorder, said:

"Connell has improved rapidly since I was
here last. There are now two hotels. two
harness shops, two stores, two hard"'ar,e stores,
a drug store, two feed stables and several new
buildings going up, including a church which
will be used for a school house this winter. The
Northern Pacific Railway Company is enlarg
ing its \vell in order to supply the increasing

demand and also that the new settlers might
have water. I am surprised at the amount of
business done at this place, and I have been
told that it all sprung up within a year.·'

\iVhen Connell was established the site was
a school section leased by F. D. :\.10ttet, a sheep
man. In 1902 Mottet ga\'e up his lease to allo\\"
opportunity to the purchaser of the school sec
tion to plat a permanent townsite and sell to
business men permanent locations. October 1 I

19°1, the Ritzville Times (Adams COllllh'),
said : . ,

"Connell, the little burg just across the line
in Franklin county, which dates its existence
from the first of last January, seems to be com
ing right along with other towns in this sec
tion of the country. A few months ago its onk
establishment was a general merchandise stor~.

which was very 'general' in one sense, a 16
by 30 foot shed serving as business quarters
and family residence. The proprietor now oc
cupies a substantial, two-story structure, 24 by
60 feet. and from all reports does a thril'ing
business despite the competition of another
store. The town. also, has a hardware store.
a drug store, harness shop. blacksmith shop.
two hotels. livery stable, two lumber yards and
more business houses are to follow soon."

So early as November. 1901, a camp of
tqe \iVoodmen of the \Vorld was organized at
Connell. Camp No. 626, with 42 charter mem
bers. The officers were: A. H. Huston, con
sul commander; Emery Troxel, advisor: \\T. G.
Van Valkenburg, clerk: Ernest Sohm. banker:
Herman Sohm. assistant clerk: Benjamin
Leonard, escort; Joseph Moser. Brimm.
Walter Monske, managers. The same year
the German Methodists built a church edifice.
the only one in the town, 24 by 36 feet in size.
The Presbyterians and other denominations

hold services irregularly.
Saturday, February IS, 1902, at a school

election held that day it was voted to issue
oonds to the amount of $2,500 to be used J11

the erection of a school house for the Connell
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district. There was not one dissenting vote,
which fact well illustrates the patriotic and en
terprising spirit of the pioneers of Connell.
Commenting upon the conditions of ConnelL the
Ritzville Times, of date March 21, 1902, said:

"Connell sprang up last year (I1)01), a
sudden rush into the country making a town
necessary. Connell has a number of stores, a
newspaper, United States land office, fine depot
and yards, two hotels and many other build
ings. It is a lively town, somewhat handi
capped on account of being on a school section."

The new German Methodist church was ap
propriately dedicated Sunday, March 29, 1902.
The services were well attended, the building
being scarcely large enough to hold the number
of people who attended the morning and even
ing services. The morning service was in Ger
man and the afternoon service in English. Pre
siding Elder Lange conducted the services and
preached an eloquent and instructive sermon.
He was assisted by Revs. Buehler and Beckley,
Fiegenbaum and Sohm. The church was elab
orately decorated for the occasion.

Friday, April 25, 1902, James Christian
son, a young lad, was assisting Charles Baldwin
in caring for a bunch of cattle belonging to
his father and Mr. Orchard, that \vere being
pastured about six miles west of ConnelL
While they were watering the cattle at a spring
Mr. Baldwin suggested to the boy that he take
his horse and drive up the cattle that wer,e
scattered along the coulee, while he. being the
stronger, would draw the water. Some little
time after the boy departed the horse returned
riderless with the saddle hanging beneath its
breast. After going some distance Mr. B1.ld
win found the boy badly mangled and uncon
scious. He hastened for assistance and the lad
was brought to his home. dying on the way. On
examination it was found that one of the boy's
arms was broken in several places, his chest
was crushed in, there was a fracture of the
skull and markes of severe bruises on other
parts of the body. Where the unfortunate boy

was discovered there were signs that he had
been dragged quite a distance on the ground,
and a stirrup, that had been detached from the
saddle was found near by.

In May, 1902, articles of incorporation
were filed with the secretary of state for the
organization of the Franklin County Bank, lo
cated at Connell. The officers of the institu
tion were F. D. Mottet, president; B. S. Wads
worth, vice-president; M. M. Taylor, cashier;
F. D. Mottet, James C. Cunningham. B. S.
·Wadsworth, George Mottei and M. M. Taylor,
directors. The capitalization of the bank was
$25,000. Recently the Bank of Connell was
established, giving Connell the benefit of two
excellent financial institutions, and affording
great convenience to the farmers and business
men of that vicinity. These are the only two
banks in Franklin county at the present \uit
ing (August, 1904.)

The wheat industry gained great impetus
in 190? May 30th the COil-nell Register said:
"Se\·eral hundred thousand bushels of ,,-heat
will be harvested in the country adjacent to
Connell this year, and it seems there are no
preparations being made to erect suitable ware
houses at this station to accommodate it. It
is important that all of this wheat be marketed
here and suitable facilities should be at hand
to properly handle it."

There are at present three warehouses and
t,,-o more in process of construction \,·hich
will be ready to receive a portion of this sea
son's crop.

At an election held August 8, 1902, the
voters of Connell school district decided to
accept the two-acre tract in the southwest cor
ner of the northwest quarter of section 3 I

town 14. range 32, E. W. M., as a site for the
new school building for which $2,500 in bon,b
had been voted. Plans for the contemplated
edifice had been decided upon, and the sc!lool
board advertised for bids for its erection_

September 3. 1902. Gottlieb \Verner wa~

found dead in a room in the Connell Hotel.
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having committed suicide by hanging himse'f
to a clothes hook. \Verner was a homesteader
living near Rye Grass, and had been away har
vesting on Eureka Flat. He had come to Con
nell for lumber and supplies. \Vhile in Connell
he reported having lost one of his horses and
appeared quite despondent. He drank some
during the day. Subsequently he was induced
to go to bed at the hotel. As he did not re
spond to a call the following day, on the re
quest of the landlady Deputy Sheriff Ulrich
broke open the door of the room, when the
dead body of vVerner was discovered.

The Franklin County Sunday School Con
vention assembled at Connell Tuesday, Decem
ber 9, 19°2, with an excellent attendance, prin
cipally from the northern portion of the coun
ty. Pasco was represented by Edna Byers and
Edward Hoon.

The afternoon sessions were held at Joyce's
Hall: evening sessions in the German Metho
dist Church building. At the latter ses
sions the church was filled to its utmost seat
ing capacity. Instructive and interesting ad
dresses were given by Rev. H. Fiegenbaum. of
Connell, E. P. Rine, of Ritzville, W. C. Mer
ritt, State Sunday School Worker, G. J. Sohm,
Connell, and Messrs. Edward Hoon, of Pasco,
and \""". R. Young, of Connell. 111e solo by
Miss Lilah Maas and the numbers by the quar
tette were pleasant features of the convention.

The officers elected for the ensuing year
were Edward Hoon, Pasco, president; Wil
liam F. Maas. Connell, vice-president: Miss
Edna Byers. Pasco, secretary; Josepll Jan
osky, Connell. treasurer.

•

The work of surveying the Connell town-
site began Saturday, December 6, 1902, by
officers of the Franklin County Bank, Mr.
Sayles, of Walla Walla, having charge of the
details. The lots were given an area of 25 and
50 feet frontage. Sixty acres were platted,
affording in the neighborhood of 350 lots
available. Of the tract platted 36 acres were

on the west side of the Northem Pacific rail
road tracks; 24 on the east side.

In De.cember of the same year a number of
the east SIde busmess men met with the officers
of the Franklin County Bank, the purchasers
of the Connell townsite lands, and perfected
arrangements for the organization of a corpo
ration to be known as the Connell Land & Im
provement Company. It was capitalized at
$20,000. The ostensible object of the organi
zation was to overcome the factional feeling
and friction which had heretofore existed be
tween the east and west side people of the
town, and to consolidate all business interests
that all might work in unison for the Success
of the town. By the terms of the agreement
the business men were to have one-half of the
stock, and the bankers were to take over the
other hal f. Provision was, also, made for an
equal division of the controlling interests and
corporation officers. The incorporators were
F. D. Mottet, George Mottet, B. 5. Wads
worth, M. M. Taylor, L. W. Taylor, Ernest
50h111. Herman Sohm. \Villiam F. Maas. G.
T. Sohm, Otto Ulrich, C. W. Crabill and W.
•

R. Young.
Articles of incorporation were adopted and

the following officers chosen: B. D. Wads
worth. president; C. W. Crabill, vice-presi
dent; 'N. R. Young, secretary; L. \V. Taylor,
treasurer; C. W. Crabill, Herman Sohm, Otto
Ulrich, B. S. Wadsworth, F. D. Mottet and
M. M. Taylor, directors.

This movement resulted, practically, in the
transfer of the franchise granted Herman
Sohm for the construction of water works in
Connell to the new organization known as the
Connell Land & Improvement Company,
which went ahead with, and completed the
work. The water is taken from a large well
on a rising piece of ground west of the town,
whence it is distributed throughout the village.
At present there is a good pressure. but this
can be increased by means of a tall tower which
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has been built, and surmounts the pumping
works. Friday, April 17, 1903, the Connell
Register said:

"Just before noon, Wednesday, the Rein
bolt crew which were drilling for the Connell
Land & Improvement Company on the hill in
the western part of the towsite, having reached
a depth of 268 feet, struck a vein which prom
ises to afford an abundant supply of water.
Soon after the drill reached the water vein,
the drillers repaired to lunch, and on their re
turn they found thirty-seven feet of water
standing in the well. An exhaustive test was
given that afternoon and Thursday. Bucket
ful after bucketful were drawn out in rapid suc
cession for several hours with no apparent sign
of diminishing the supply in the well. There
is every indication that the well will furnish an
adequate supply of the finest kind of water.
The news that water had been struck came as
a surprise to many. Considering that the well
was started on such high ground it was
thought that a much further depth would have
to be gone before water would be secured The
work of establishing a pumping plant, erect
ing reserve tanks and laying water mains will
be rapidly pushed and within a short time the
'long-felt want' of Connell-a water system
will have been satisfied."

June 19, 1903, the Register again said:
"Connell is proud and happy over the pos

session of such an excellent water svstem as the-
plant has proved to be. \N"ell may the farmers
of the adjoining country who depend on Con
nell for water rejoice with her. Ever since the
trial last week the pump has been going daily,
giving out a four-inch stream of \Vater. Every
day long strings of farmers' teams have lined
up and received loads of pure, sparkling water,
and have gone on their way rejoicing. The
pump has now been running for a week and
there has not been the slightest indication of
the supply of water in the well being reduced."

I The new townsite of Connell was opened
Thursday, J:muary IS, 1903. Several choice

lots were purchased by merchants who ex
pected to soon begin building. The townsite
company placed on the market nearly three
hundred business and residence lots at prices
ranging from $50 to $300, according to loca
tion and advantages. The general design of
the new town is excellent. The streets are
wide, runnnig directly through the entire plat.
the main business streets trending north. The
principal streets running east and west were
named Main, Franklin and Mottet; those run
ning north and south A, B, C, D, E, F, and G.
The most favorably located lots were all dis
posed of early in the day. Many were disap
pointed in being compelled to accept second
choice.

The Modern Brotherhood of America was
organized in Connell February 10, 1903, by
District Manager C. W. Kent. It began with
a charter membership of 23. The officers
were C. H. Meyers. president; C. O. Bench,
vice-president; \N". R. Young, secretary; Her
man Sohm, treasurer; B. D. Leonard, conduc
tor; Mrs. C. O. Bench. chairman; C. \N".
Crompton. physician; C. W. Crabill, watch
man and Alfred Dressel, sentinel.

A change took place March 27, 1903, in
the personnel of the officials at the Northern
Pacific Railway station, at Connell. Agent H.
F. Nichols left for Spokane to accept a posi
tion in the chief dispatcher's office. His place
was filled by C. H. Burt who had been pro
moted from day operator at Cheney. H. T.
Thompson, the former night man at Connell,
relieved Mr. Burt at Cheney, and E. J. Cam
pion, from St. Paul. Minnesota, became night
man at Connell.

During the month of March, 1903, a large
number of buildings were moved from the west
to the east side of Connell. They were, in the
main business edifices. This work was done•
by Mr. Vinyard, a housemover from Sprague.

May I, 1903, the Register said:
"This week will about wind up the business

on the old townsite west of the track. The
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Franklin C0ll11ty Register building was moved
last Saturday. This week Janosky & Gaiser,
the general merchants, and Otto Ulrich, the
harness merchant, moved their stocks, and are
now doing business in their new building on .
the townsite. Kitley & Younce, the butchers,.
will finish moving their meat market into its
new quarters today. N.]. Hale's barber shop
is being moved. A lot has been leased to the
Chinaman for his restaurant and he will
shortly be ready for business. G. H. Jennings
will secure lots this week and begin moving
his livery business."

A convention of the eastern part of the
North Pacific German Mission Conference
was held at Connell Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday evenings, April 7, 8 and 9. 1903.
Those taking active parts in this assembly were
Elder H. F. Longe. Connell, Revs. W. J. Hu
wig, Edwall, Carl Yam, Ritzville, C. A.
Wentsch, Walla Walla, George Hartung, J.
c. Honn, F. W. Bucholtz, Spokane, \Y. ].
Maas, '!I/. BeckIe\'. Adam Buehler. H. R. Fie-. .

genbaum and P. J. Schnert, of. Connell, and
vicinity. Interesting themes were discussed
and quite instructive sermons delivered.

The largest crowd of people that had ever
assembled in Franklin county gathered at Con
nell July 4th, 1904. There were goodly sized
delegations from all portions of the county
and adjoining settlements, and one and all
spoke enthusiastically of the entertainment
they had received at the hands of the people
of Connell. From 10 o'clock in the morning
until the dancing ceased late in the evening
the visitors were entertained by a continuous
program of music, speaking, racing, ball
games, sports and fireworks, all of which were
greatly enjoyed. On that day the Connell
brass band, an excellent organization of its
kind. made its debut, and its music added much
to the enjoyment of the occasion.

The Connell COlT'n,prcial Club held its first
regular meeting Tuesday evening. May ro.
1904. The assembly was called to order by M.

M.Taylor. The principal topic of d.·scll .
. . . SSlon

was the adVIsabIlIty of holding a Fourth f
July celebration. All present were favorab~e
to the project and the following committee of
five was apointed to assume entire charge of
the work: Loyd Campbell, Otto Ulrich E, fiery
Troxell, H. E. Smith and S. T. Bailie. •

Other permanent committees to take
charge of, and manage the business of the
young, but flourishing organization, were:

Finance C. M. Taylor, J. W. Bailie
Charles Lynch, C. H. Meyers, and John Lam~
mers.

Membership-B. D. Leonard, S. P. Dough
erty, C. H. Strothers, ]. K. Gipson, and S. T.
Bailie.

Public Affairs and Taxation-E. T. Sohm.
A. H. Dressel, Emery Troxel. George H. Rod
gers, and C. G. Fuller.

Advertising-B. S. Wadsworth. C. W.
Crabill, Otto Ulrich, H. ]. Sohm, and W. E.
Quinlan.

Railroads-William A. Campbell, O. C.
Chase. V. C. Reinbolt, and C. F. Younce.

Printing-Charles T. Hutson. W.A.Lee,
L. W. Taylor, W. L. Campbell. and Alfred
Buchanan.

Municipal Inmprovements-H. G. Sohm.
G. W. Cully, George H. Jennings. and I. C.
Dirstine.

Immigration-H. E. Smith. H. M. Blanch
ard. F. D. Mottet. and Joseph Gertlar.

The names first mentioned on these com
mittees were named as chairman.

Connell's first destructive fire occurred
Monday, July 18, 1904. It started in the rear of
Dirstine Brothers' drug store. \vhich was de
stroyed. together with Younce's meat market
and the dwelling of VV. H. Panhorst. The
losses were: Dirstine Brothers. $2.000: insur
ance $500: Charles' Younce. $500. no insur
ance; Kebel Brothers. of Lind. owners of the
meat market building. $1,000. partly insured;

\V. H. Panhorst. $600. insurance $300.
. a

The accide!1t was caused by steppmg on
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parlor match. Mr. Dirstine was working with
some chemicals and the room became filled with
gas. He placed his foot on the match. which,
exploding, caused an immediate combustion.
The people of the town worked with energy,
and saved considerable adjacent property. The
wind was in a southwesterly direction and the
flames spread to the butcher shop; thence to the
Panhorst building. The water system of the
to\rn proved on this occasion of great benefit.

There are few other towns of any promi
nence in Franklin county aside from Connell
and Pasco. Kahlotus, with a papulation of
about 100, is located on the line of the Oregon
Railroad & Navigation Company, about mid
way between Connell and the eastern boundary
of the county. Its existence dates from the
spring of 1901. It achieved importance at the
completion, to that point, of the branch of the
O. R. & N. railroad. Kahlotus has two gen
eral stores, one hardware store, one barber
shop, one butcher shop, and blacksmith shop.

Mesa, originally Lake, subsequently J ud
son, and now Mesa, is an old station on the
Northern Pacific railroad. It has one general
store, one lumber yard. postoffice, blacksmith
shop and tank and yards.

March 12, 1902, the Register said:
"Eltopia is three weeks old. To sho\" for

its brief age, it has a hardware store, first
established by W. E. Blakely, of Connell. a gro
cery and general store, a real estate office, man
aged by W. F. Carson, of Walla Walla. a depot
and yards and postoffice. The townsite com
prises eighty acres and is most eligibly located.

Glade, a few miles further south. and on
the line of the Northern Pacific, is on the bor
ders of the heavy sand belt which surrounds-
Pasco. There is no population to speak of
at Glade and no industries.

January 3, 19°2, the Register said:
"McKinley is the name of a postoffice re-

cently established in Franklin county. The
increase of the number of postoffices in this
county is probably greater than that of any
other portion of the United States, with the
possible exceptIon of some of the islands of the
Philippines. Until the early part of 1901 there
was but one office in the county, at Pasco, the
county seat. Now there are five in the county,
an increase of 400 per cent in less than twelve
months."

Franklin county is likelY to come to the- .
front with a marked increase of population and
a decided advance in agricultural development.
Only a few years ago it was regarded as a sage
brush desert, not worth reclaiming, and there-

. fore destined to remain uninhabited. At pres
ent it is rapidly filling up and will probably
make a record similar to that of Adams countv.
The general characteristics of the county are
not unlike those of Adams to the north. The
surface is chiefly a rolling sage brush and bunch
grass prairie, roamed O\'er, until lately, by
large bands of sheep. Part of the county is
rough. particularly the "breaks" of the Snake
river and places along the banks of the Colum
bia. Some portions are quite sandy. Timber
does not grow in the county. VI/heat is destined
to be the staple production. A striking object
lesson of the rapid development of Franklin
county in the last four years is found in the
annual report of Superintendent of Schools
Gaiser, which has just been completed. In
1900 there were only four school districts. \"ith
87 pupils of school age and 86 enrolled. In
1904 there are 25 school districts, 687 children
of school age and 552 enrolled. In 1900 the
total income for school purposes was $3·
781.95; in 1904, $20,800. In 1900 the value of
school property was $2.700; in 1904 the valua
tion is $20,545. Little more than $2,000 \"as
expender! for school purposes in 1900, while in
1904 the amount required is $14.642.
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES

FRANKLIN COUNTY

HON. ROBERT GERRY is a prominent
and successful business man of central ~Wash

ington. He is handling a large mercantile es
tablishment in Pasco, which is his home. and
also an extensive business in Kennewick. Ya
kima county. He carries a large stock of gen
eral merchandise and does a thriving business.
In addition to this, Mr. Gerry owns about
twenty-five hundred acres of choice land in the
Horse Heaven country, besides considerable
other property. He has gained his entire hold
ing there through his own ,yise efforts and is
without doubt one of the leading business op
erators in these parts.

Robert Gerry was born in Ellsworth, Maine,
on January 9, 1858. His father. Robert
Gerry. was a native of Massachusetts and is
still living, being retired from acti"e business.
He followed lumbering during his life. At
one time he was elected mayor of Ellsworth on
the Populistic ticket. It is said that he was the
only one elected on that ticket east of the Mis
sissippi at that time. He also ran on the same
ticket for governor. The mother of our sub
ject, Amanda (Maddox) Gerry, is a nati"e of
Maine and still living. Robert received a thor
~ugh business education. beginning in the pub
he schools at Ellsworth, Maine. and complet
ing at Eastman's Commercial College. Pough
keepsie, N ew York, graduating in 1878.
Immediately subsequent to that, he went to
w?rk for R. H. White & Company. a large re
taIl dry goods establishment in Boston. con
tinuing with them for two years. Then he
came to Walla Walla. it being the spring of
1881. and was assistant postmaster in that c;ty
for four years. After that, he returned east

and spent a couple of years during which time
he served a term as alderman in the city of
Ellsworth. In 1888, Mr. Gerry came to Pasco
and opened a general merchandise establish
ment and since that has branched out as stated
abo"e and has also secured much land and other
property. In addition to attending to his busi
ness affairs and making a fine success in the
same, Mr. Gerry has given considerable time to
political affairs, always taking a keen interest
in the questions of the day. From 1891 to 1893
he ,yaS treasurer of Franklin county and then
was elected a representative to the legislature
for three successive terms his name ah,~ays

appearing on the Democratic ticket. In the
halls of the legislature he was always a man of
purpose and detemlination which enabled him
to take up and carry forward those measures
which were for the best interests of his party
and his constituents. Fraternally, he is co~

nected with the K. of P.
In Yakima county, in 1893, Mr. Gerry

married Miss Mollie, the daughter of Jacob and
Mary (\Vright) Giezentanner. Her parents'
are now li"ing at Kiona, where the father is
postmaster. To Mr. and Mrs. Gerry, four chil
dren have been born, Lillian, Mary A., Rob
ert and Walter. The son Robert is the fourth
successive Robert Gerry.

• ••

HON. CORNELIUS S. O'BRIEN is at
present the efficient treasurer of Franklin
county. He has held various offices in this
county and has always showed himself capable
and trustworthy and is among the leading cit-
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izens. Mr. O'Brien has also a fine wheat farm
on the Snake river, which is leased. He is a
prosperous and progressive man and has shown
himself a thorough and worthy business man.

Cornelius S. O'Brien was born in McHenry
county, Illinois, on September 21, 1860, being
the son of William and Hannah (Sweeney)
O'Brien, both still living in Harvard, Illinois.
They were born in New York and the father
followed merchandising during his active life.
Cornelius was educated in the common schools
and at St. Mary's college at St. Mary's, Kan
sas, where he completed a thorough commercial
course. Five years were spent in the Chicago
and Northwestern railroad as clerk at Har
vard, Illinois. In 1887, he came to Tacoma
and took a position as shipping clerk for the
Tacoma Lumber Company for five years.
After that, he was one year in the Pierce
county auditor's office and in 1894, he came
to Pasco and two years later was elected audi
tor of Franklin countv. For two terms he-served in that capacity and then was elected
representative to the state legislature. He
served with distinction and credit to himsel f.
Upon his retirement from that position, he re
turned to Pasco and was selected as county
treasurer, in which office he is at the present
time.

Mr. O'Brien is a member of the Elks and
the K. P. and i3 a genial, active and capable
man. On December 20, 1898, Mr. O'Brien
married Miss Jessie French. the wedding oc
curring at Spokane. They have many friends
here and are leading members of society.

•••

DANVILLE W. PAGE is well entitled to
he classed as one of the pioneers of the Big
Bend country. A long residence here in the
stock business has made him well known to all
the old timers and his labors have accumulated
for him a goodly competence in the years that
have gone by. At the present time. he is dwell
ing in Pasco, where he has a beautiful and com
modious residence. He took about the first
homestead within the present precincts of
Franklin county and for twenty-one years he
dwelt on it. The same is located about twenty
miles east from Pasco, and is one of the best
places in the county. For many years after
coming here he was the most extensive horse

grower in th~ country. He had as hi h
thousand ammals at a time and ing d~' one
handled a bunch of cattle. At the pres a ItIon
M P h Id ent tIme

r. age as so most of his stock '
and handles only a couple of hundredPrhoperty
H h orses

owever, as e has decreased the nu b h'. m er e
has Improved the breed and now has h'
animals. c Olce

Danville W. Page was born in Som. erSet
county, MaIne, on September 28, 1854, the son
of Isaac and Dolly (Parkman) Page also
tives of Maine. The father fOllowed farm~
and died w~en ?~r s~bject was twelve. T~~
mother IS stilI hVIng In Maine. Danville re
ceived his education from the common schools
and remained in Maine until twenty-three be
ing occupied in farming. In 1877, he ca~e to
California and two years later came on to
Washington. In 18~, he was on the log drive
whIch brought the timber down the Yakima
Ii ver for the ties used in the construction of
the Northern Pacific railroad. Shortly after
that. he took the homestead mentioned, where
he at once began operations as a stockman.
He established Fishhook ferry there and op
erated it for years. The town of Page on the
O. R. & N. was named in honor of our sub
ject. During the years of his extensive stock
business, Mr. Page operated in connection with
a partner, who has died since. \Vhen our suI>
ject retired from the farm, he sold all his in
terests there and transferred his headquarters
to Pasco, where he now lives. He has a choice
residence and owns other property. In political
matters, he has alwavs been a Democrat and
thrice has been called by the people to act in the
important office of countv commissioner and
refused the nomination fo~ a fourth term. He
also assisted to establish district number two
of this county. He has shown marked faith
fulness and ability in all this pubFc service and
is entitled to the respect and confidence freely
bestowed by an admiring constituency.

At Walla Walla, on May 22. 1894. ]lIr.
Pag-e married Miss Maggie. the daughter of
Mike and Maggie (Fog-Ieton) Sentel. anc1 to
them one daughter, Clare. has been hom.
Mrs. Sentel died some time since, but Mr. Sen
tel is still living.

Mr. Page is also mayor of Pasco, and has
given a good administration. He was for
many years supervisor of his ro3d dlstnct.
One peculiar thing exists in Franklin county,
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GEORGE W. BORDEN has practically
given his Ii fe to the stock business and the
result is, he is one of the most skillful and well
to-do men in this industry in central vVashing
ton. He has over sixteen hundred head of fine
horses on the range, all well bred, fine animals.
He has some very fine stallions and his stock
is known as the best to be found. He resides
about thirty-five miles west from Connell, in
Franklin county, near the old g-overnment trail
across the Columbia river at vVhite Bluffs. The
place where he has his headquarters was taken
by Jordan Williams in 1861 and is one of the
oldest and best known stock ranches in the
state. Mr. Borden has a half section under
fence and controls as much more. He raises
considerable hay and some general crops and
has the place supplied with substantial build
ings and other improvements necessary in his
business.

Georg-e W. Borden was born in Crawford
county, Ohio, March 4, 1867. the son of Alex
ander and Marv (Kounrode) Borden. natives
of Indiana and pilgrims across the plains to
New Mexico and Colorado in 1872. Later

started for himself, first handling cattle. This
was in 1890, but since that time, he has dis
posed of all of his neat stock and his now
handling sheep instead. He owns, in partner
ship with J. E. Sizemore, about five thousand
of these profitable animals and also has more
than five thousand acres of land on the Snake,
which is utilized for winter pasturage. Mr.
Hoon takes his stock to the mountainous reg
ions during the summer months and as the

, weather declines he brings them to the lower
altitudes, using the home land for the few

I weeks in the heart of winter. He owns a pleas
ant and commodious residence in Pasco and
from there oversees his business interests.

The happy day of Mr. Hoon's marriage
was in the fall of 1892. Then Miss Nevada
Johnson became his bride. Her parents, George
and Maggie Johnson, are now living in Free
water. Oregon. To this union, three children
have been born, Bernice, Zelia, and Thelma.
Mr. and Mrs. Hoon are leaders in societv and-have many admiring friends. Their home is
one of the choice ones of Pasco and they are
highly esteemed young people.

•••

EDGAR HOON. In enumerating the
leading men of Franklin county, one is certain
to include the name of the gentleman, of whom
we now purport to speak. Various reasons are
forthcoming for this selection, among which
may be mentioned that Mr. Hoon is a real pio
neer of \Vashington, being a native as well,
and that he has wrought with display of energy
and wisdom in his chosen occupations. that he is
also guided in his efforts by manly and upright
principles which distinguish him as a man of
reliability and excellent standing. Being satis
fied that the state where he was born was the
best place for a young man, he has labored close
to his native heath and has succeeded admir
a~ly. owing entirely to the tireless energy and
wisdom displayed in the care and acquirement
of property.

Edgar Hoon was born in 'Walla \Valla
county, Washington, on April 18, 1869, being
the son of Philip and Jennie (Fay) Hoon. na
tives of Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. respec
Ilveh-, and now residing in Milton. Oregon.
Such educational training as could be secured in
the early schools and institutions of this coun
try. was provided for young Hoon. and he
made the best of his opportunities. His father
wa.s .a~ extensive operator in stock in this and
adJoml11g- states and our subject early learned
the Important business. \Vhen twenty-one he

which, doubtless, is not found in another county
'n the state. Not a bndge or culvert IS found
~n the entire road system of the county. This
speaks volumes for the natural lay of the land
as well as for the wisdom of the commissioners
in laying the road system. Mr. Page was com
missioner when land boomers were trying to
inflate values in Pasco, and despite their tre
menduous efforts to bond the county, even
raising monster petitions and indignation meet
inus he stood firm with the other two men,
,rho' are mentioned elsewhere in this volume,
and refused to grant the bonds for the erection
of the forty thousand dollar court house and for
other thipgs these boomers wished. This so
started the county that today it is entirely with
out bonded indebtedness, and is one of the most
prosperous political divisions of the state.
Much credit is due Mr. Page and it is univer
sally recognized.



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COuNTRY.

they came on to the Pacific coast and now live
at Ellensburg, in this state. George W. at
tended the common school at Farmington, New
Mexico, and Animas City, Colorado, and the
major portion of his early life was spent in
handling stock in Colorado. being in the employ
of George Thompson, then the cattle king of
that country. He came with his father to
Tillamook county. Oregon, and a short time
thereafter journeyed to Washington. He be
gan herding sheep for Ralston and Stevens.
In 1882 he entered the employ of Jordan \Vill
iams and David Kuntz and handled horses and
cattle for some time. Mr. \VilIiams was one of
the verv first settlers on the Columbia river

•
in \Vashington, having his headquarters at
White Bluffs, where our subject now resides.
A short time after this. Mr. Borden took charge
of Hy Cabler's horses and for fourteen years at
tended them. In 1895 he filed on a homestead
where he now lives and since then has been in
the horse business for. himself. In addition to
other improvements. Mr. Borden has a fine
ferry operated by horse power. It crosses the
Columbia without a cable and the only one of
its kind on the river. 1.fr. Borden has three
brothers and four sisters. John F., Zack. James,
Mrs. Emma Gardiner. Mrs. Lillie Protter, Mrs.
Mary Ibersen. and Mrs. Rose Coffin.

At Pasco. in Franklin county. on March
I I. 1897, Mr. Borden married Miss Minnie
W right. She is a step daughter of Captain
Edward Craig. who lives in Kittitas county,
across the Columbia from White Bluffs. and
was born in Missouri, in 188o. Mrs. Borden
has one brother and three sisters, Irving. Mrs.
Lottie Belden. Mrs. Percv McCarter. and Hat-•
tie. To our subject and his wife, three children
have been born, Archie, at Pasco, in April,
1898; Loyal J., at White Bluffs, in 1899, anel
Cecil G., at White Bluffs. on October 2. 1903.
Mrs. Borden's sister. Hattie, makes her home
with our subject. Mr. Borden is a member of
the K. of P. and his wife belongs to the Chris
tian Endeavor church. They are excellent
people and have many friends.

•••

GEORGE HENDRICKS. a farmer and
stockman in northwestern Franklin county. was
!Jorn in Germany, in 1870, the son of John and
Katherine Hendricks, natives of Germany. He

was educated in the common schools of I .. liS oWn
country and m 1886 came with his uncle T b
Hd A , d' .acoar er, to menca an With him was'
, d' h k b . asso-ciate m t e stoc usmess in Franklin co t

B . d' . fi d' un y.ecommg Issatls e , he qUIt the business d
b I" an

egan trave mg to vanous portions of the co
f d

. un·
try and a terwar Journeyed to the lead'
countries of the world. In 1900 he came agl~g
to Franklin county, landing here without a~n
means and determined to take advantage of th~
fine offers Franklin county held out to make
another start in life. His wisdom in this last
venture has proved to be a success. for he now
has a quarter section of land and two thousand
five hundred head of sheep. all paid for. After
having traveled to all portions of the Cnited
States. Mr. Hendricks is now satisfied that
Franklin county offers the best inducements to
any man who wishes, by honest industry, to
provide a competence. Not even the fatherland
can tempt him now to depart from this. his
adopted home. He is a stanch young man,
master of four languages, on the road to suc
cess, and esteemed by all.

•••

JOH!\' C. LEWIS is at the head of a thril"
ing livery trade in Kahlotus. where he located
in the present year. He has a good building
and equipment. \vhich enables him to care for
the business that is drawn to him through his
deferential treatment of all patrons and con
scientious care of their interests. Upon coming
to Franklin count\'. Mr. Lewis took a home
stead. which he sold after proving up, to em
bark in his present business,

Reverting more particularly to his early
life. we note that our subject was born in West
minster. California. on March 20, 1874. the son
of \V, B. S. and Marv Lewis, natives of Mis-

•
souri and Kentucky. respectively. They came
west to Los Angeles county, in 1873, and two
years later returned to Missouri. Three years
after that they came back to California agam,
locating in Los Angeles county. .T~e~e the
mother died in 1891 and the father IS hvmg m
Glendora, California. They were the parents
of five children. Sarah M., William H .. J. C,
E. L.. and Mary. John C. was educated in the
schools of Longbeach, California. and when
seventeen assumed the responsibilities of. hfe
for himself. For three years he clerked m a



-
HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

I

general store, then followed fruit farming for
twa years. In 1898 he came to Franklin
county and took ~ homestead, proving up on
the same in due tIme. In 1904 he bought the
business and stock in Kahlotus and removed
hither.

Mr. Lewis was married in 1901, Cora M.
Moore becoming his wife on that occasion. She
is the daughter of E. B. and Ole (Penney)
Moore, who were the parents of five children.
Mr. Lewis is a strong Democrat and always is
found in the harness ready to forward the
principles he believes to be for the best interest
and \I'elfare of the country. He is a member of
the Christian church and is a man who receives
the confidence and esteem of all who know him.

Five months after his first marriage, Mr.
Lewis was called to mourn the death of his
wife. On J\·Iay 9. 1904, he contracted a second
marriage. Miss Estella Hodgen being the lady
of his choice. Her parents, Harvey and Au
gusta (Stetson) Hodgen, natives of Missouri
and Oregon, respectively, have always been
iarmers and now dwell in Adams county, this
state.

•••

NOAH H. RING is to be named as one of
the pioneers of \,yashington and like that sturdy
·c1ass, he, too, has labored with distinction in
industry and energy, accumulating his present
holding thus. He lives at Kahlotus, where he
owns a half section of land, largely farmed to
wheat. He has a fine residence and a cnoice
well, besides other improvements, as orchard
and so forth.

Noah H. Ring was born in B1ackbrook.
Clinton county, New York, on December I
31, 1854, the son of Nelson and Harriet
(Furguson) Ring, natives of Vermont and
New York. respectively. The father died re
cently, but the mother still lives in New York.
They were the parents of eleven children, whose
names are given below, Mary, Margaret, Nel
son, deceased. Julia, Joseph, Edward, Mitchel,
Noah H. and Zoah H., twins, Frank, deceased,
and Anthony. Our subject gained his educa
lional training from the public schools in St.
Lawrence county, New York, and as young as
fifteen he began to earn his own living and to
do for himself. In 1877 he went to I11inois
and there labored for one year. Then he came
on to Washington and located at Walla Walla,

61

and since that time he has been identified with
the interests of the Evergreen State. He was
associated with the well known financier, A. M.
Cannon, in early days, and is well acquainted
with the old timers. In 19°2, Mr. Ring sold
his interests in the Walla Walla country and
came to Franklin county and took a homestead
where he now lives. He owns a half section of
land in Adams county, which he secured in
1900. The entire estate is devoted to wheat
and is very productive. Mr. Ring also gives
some attention to raising stock and has a band
at the present time.

The marriage of our subject and Miss
Sarah L. Smith was consummated on July 26,
1893. The wife is a daughter of Alexander
and Sarah (McMillan) Smith, natives of
Prince Edward Island. The father died some
time since, but the mother is still living with
Mr. Ring. They had nine children, James
L., John D., W. B., W. S., Charles W.,
Emma I.. Sarah L.. Margaret A., and Alfred
A. To Mr. and Mrs. Ring, five children have
been born, named as follows: Nelson A.,
James L.. Mina, Ruth M., and Reta E In
political matters, Mr. Ring is a Republican and
alwavs manifests a keen interest in the affairs

•
of the community and state. He is a member
of the 1. O. O. F., while he and his wife belong
to the Methodist church.

• ••

JOHN COOPER has earned the title to a
retired life and the enjoyment of the gratify
ing competence which is his, because of the
activity and industry that have characterized
him in the years that have gone by. He has
certainly been a man of wide experience and in
it all the calm and keen judgment, careful
methods and wisdom which are his ha\'e been
manifest and have brought about, in proper
exercise, the happy results mentioned.

John Cooper was born in Herefordshire,
England, on December 4, 1841, the son of
Francis and Mary (Saunders) Cooper, also
natives of England, and where they remained
until their death. John had one brother,
Thomas. As the parents died when our sub
ject was young. he came to America with an
aunt and uncle, landing in San Francisco.
\Vhen fourteen he went to work in the foundry
there and for eight years wrought at that \'ig-
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orous labor, learning thoroughly the boiler
maker's art and other lines of the business.
After that he turned his attention to telegraphy
and mastered that as easily as he had the other
business. Ten years were spent in California
in that labor and then he came to John Day as
operator for the O. R. & N. in construction,
having his headquarters at The Dalles. After
that he held the station at Grant for six years.
N ext we see him in the stock business, and after
taking a timber culture claim he purchased eight
hundred acres of railroad land and gave his
attention to handling sheep and cattle. In
1892 he took a band of sheep to Harney Valley
and did well on them. As his children wished
school privileges. he removed to Arlington and
later. when he held a position on the Hunt line,
the family resided in Walla Walla. In 1893
he went to \Vaitsburg and remained the fol
lowing seven years. In 1900 Mr. Cooper came
to Kahlotus and bought two sections of railroad
lanel. All this is well improved and rented at
the present time. Also, Mr. Cooper has a resi
dence in town. where he makes his home at the
present time. and whence he oversees and directs
his estates.

In 1871 occcurred the marriage of Mr.
Cooper and Miss Sarah E., daughter of AI
vander and Eliza (Dunbar) Hunsicker, natives
of Virginia. In r835 they journeyed west to
Missouri and there the father died. In 1864
the mother crossed the plains with her family
and located in California. where she died. She
was descended from English ancestors and her
great grandfather was James Sommers, of
Eastman castle. Her father was a German and
her mother's people came as the first settlers to
the American colonies. Sir James Sommers
and Lord Fairfax were friends and a county in
Virginia is named after the latter. They estab
lished a church and other improvements there
and they now both rest under the pulpit. Mrs.
Cooper was one of a family of nine children.
who are named as follows: John, James S.,
George. L. \V.. Robert. Mary. Elizabeth. Ger
trude. and Sarah E. To Mr. and Mrs. Cooper
the following named children have been born:
Gertrude. now the wife of J. O. McKinney. of
Kahlotus: E. J.. telegraph operator at Men
dota. California: Claudia. married to T. C.
Martin. in Ritzville: Frederick, a brakeman on
the O. R. & N. : Marie, with her parents; Orah,
deceased; Hazel E., also with her parents. Mr.

Cooper is a stalwart Republican and SI' I
h· fi 'd' nce Iecast IS rst presl entIal vote for l'vir L' I. . Inco n

he has firmly held to the principles of his '
H · 'd f partye IS presl ent 0 the Chamber of Conl .
. C I' O1erce
111 onne I, and IS a.lso ~ member of the .,\, F.
& A. M. ~e and hIS WIde belong to the Chris.
tIan denomll1atlOn and are devout supporters
of the same.

• ••

.WHEELOCK B. SMITH has been very
actIve m the busll1ess world S1l1ce coming to
Frankllll1 cou~ty and hIS labors, dominated by
WIsdom of a hIgh order, have resulted in excel.
lent success. He is now one of the wealthy
business men of this portion of \Vashingto~

and has won it all by his own efforts. At the
present time. he is giving his personal attention
to a general merchandise establishment in
Kahlotus which is the largest of its kind in this
portion of the county.

In addition to this he has nearl v three sec
tions of good wheat land which i~ all rented
out. He has buildings and improvements on
each quarter, except one farm of a half section.
He manages these estates in addition to han
dling his mercantile business and he has a first
class income annuallv.-\Vheelock B. Smith was born in Prince Ed-
ward Island, Canada, on June 12. 1864, the
son of Alexander and Sarah (McMillan)
Smith. natives of Prince Edward Island and of
Scotch ancestry. The father died in his native
place, but the mother came west in 1893 and
is now living in Kahlotus. They were the par
ents of nine children. and reared them all to be
good citizens and men anf[ women of character
and standing. Our subject was educated in
the public schools in his native place and la
bored with his father until the latter's clea:h.
Then he assisted his mother to support the bal
ance of the family until he was t\\'enty-seven,
when he married and came west to Fletcher.
Adams county, \Vashington. He took a pre·
emption. later a homestead. then bought raIl·
road land and improved the whole of it in good
shape. He has a section in one body of three
fourths of a section in Adams county. and an
other three-fourths in Franklin. He has an
orchard of eig-ht acres. and the estates are \vell
improved. Mr. Smith farmed until 1901. \vhen
he removed to Kahlotus and built a residence

and opened a livery barn. He conducted this
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until the spring of 190 4. when he sold and gave
his undivirled attentIOn to the gene~al merchan
dise business. which he had started In the mean
time. He has a large stock of well selected
goods and is doing a large business. Mr.
smith has also given attention to raising stock
and noW has one hundred hearl, having recently
reduced his bands by selling two hundred.

On October 15. 1891. Mr. Smith married
Miss Mary E., daughter of Archibald and Pen
clope (McGoygan) Thompson, natives of
Prince Edward Island. They are Scotch peo
ple. To Mr. and M,rs. ~m~th six children ~ave
been born, George N .. NellIe F., Dora B., Silas,
Lena E., and Sarah A .. who is deceased. Mr.
Smith is a good active Democrat and always is
iound at the elections working for his princi
ples. He belongs to the M. VV. A. and he and
his wife are members of the Methodist church.

•••

OWE~ McADAM first saw the light in
the Emerald Isle. the date being March 15.
1848. His parents, Patrick and Bridget
(~!cCaron) McAdam. were also born in Ire
land. the county being .l\Ionaghan. They fol
lowed farming and remained in their native
country until called hence by death. Owen was
educated in the public schools adjacent to his
father's home. studying portions of each year
and working the remainder on the farm. When
grown to manhood. he elevated his entire time
to the assistance of his father until twenty-six
rears of age. Then he went to England and
for two years was occupied on the docks. It
was 1871 that he came to America, locating
first in San Francisco. Two vears later he,
went to lower California and for five years was
section foreman there. Three years were spent
on the Southern Pacific. then he came to Frank
lin county and entered the employ of the O. R.
&N. While thus employed, he also took a
homestead, which is located six miles west from
WaShtucna. He did general farming and also
raised stock and to these related occupations he
IS still giving his attention. He has added an
other quarter to his homestead and half of his
estate is under cultivation. His stock is largely
horses and he has been well prospered in his
labors here.

In 1876 Mr. McAdam married Miss Sarah,
daughter of Mark and Margaret (McAnn)

Owens, also natives of Ireland, who, in 1840,
removed to Scotland, where they remained until
the time of their death, having been parents of
five children. Mr. Owens followed boating
on the canal.

To Mr. and Mrs. McAdam three children
have been born, Mary A., the wife of Alfred
Marsh, living in Spokane. The other two chil
dren died in infancy. Politically, Mr. McAdam
is a liberal Democrat and is an independent
thinker. His church affiliations are with the
Catholics and he has always shown himself a
man of principle and progressiveness. His
labors in Franklin county have been good and
he is a leading citizen of his section.

•••

JESSE O. McKINNEY resides in Kah
lotus, where he does a real estate business and
also operates a hotel. Mr. McKinney owns
nearly all of the town site and has promoted
the place. He is a man of vast experience in
the northwest, as will be seen from a perusal of
the outline of his career given below.

Jesse O. McKinney was born in Bakers
ville, North Carolina, on April 27, 1859, the
son of William M. and Huldah (Blalock)
McKinney, also natives of North Carolina,
where they remained until 1881. In that year
they removed to Gilliam county, Oregon, and
there dwell now, following farming and fruit
raising. Eight children were born to them,
Moses N .. Mrs. Vista Turner. James D., Mrs.
H uldah Solveste. \ Villiam. Robert. Mrs. Edith
Little, and Jesse O. The latter received his
primary education in the public schools of his
native place and then entered \Veaverville col
lege. where he completed his studies. \Vhen
nineteen he accepted a position as bookkeeper
of a mining concern, following the same until
1881, when he came to his Uncle, Dr. Blalock,
the well known promoter and capitalist in
\Valla \Valla. A fter some time with him. he
went to what is now Gilliam county. Oregon,
and located a pre-emption near Blalock sta
tion. Two years later he was in charge of the
mica mines near Moscow. Idaho, and after
some time in that capacity took a position with
Dr. Blalock as manager and collector of his
business for one year. Next we see Mr. Mc
Kinney in Genesee. Idaho, handling a drug
store. Two years later he was with the doctor
again ancl this time remained until r894. He
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then went to Gilliam county again and bought
a fruit and truck farm and gave his attention
to handling that until 1900. Then he went to
Yakima and leased Indian land, placing two
hundred acres under irrigation. A year later
he was in \Vashtucna. handling general mer
chandise with his brother-in-law, T. C. Martin.
In December, 1902, he sold his interests and
located at Kahlotus. Here he built a hotel,
started a farm implement store, and did various
improvements to place the town on its feet.
Later he sold the implement business, but still
manages the hotel. He also handled coal,
wood, and lumber. Mr. McKinney has a quar
ter section adjoining town. besides the town
site, also owns a farm in Gilliam county and has
much other property. He has done good work
here and his efforts bid fair to be crowned with
brilliant success. He labors hard for the
progress of Kahlotus and the country in gen
eral and is a wise worker. Already the town is
growing well and is mentioned in another por
tion of this work.

The marriage of Mr. McKinney and Miss
Gertrude Cooper occurred on January 31, 188<},
and two children have been the fruit of this
union, John M. and Violet C. Mrs. McKin
ney's parents are John and Ella (Hunsicker)
Cooper, natives of England and Virginia, re
specti\·ely. They crossed the plains in early
days and located near Sacramento, California.
whence they came to Wasco county, Oregon, in
1882. A further review of their lives is found
elsewhere in this work. Mrs. McKinney spent
the earlier part of her life with her parents in
Grant station, Oregon, where she was well edu
cated in St. Mary's Academy. The parents
later moved to Gilliam county, where she was
married. She has the following brothers and
sisters: Edgar, Mrs. Claudia Martin, Fred.
Marie, and Hazel. Mr. McKinney is a strong
Democrat and alwavs takes an active and lead-

~

ing part in the campaigns, and is now one of the
central committee of the county of Franklin.

•••

OTTO ULRICH is one of the stirring
business men of Connell, being one of the
younger men who have come to this new coun
try to develop and improve it for the ingress
of civilization's benefits. He has wrought in
dustriously and skillfully here and has gained

for himself a good standing and bv his car f I
and obliging ways has secured a fi~st class ~ ~
:onage. While. a harness maker by trade, ~~
IS now conductmg a real estate and insuran
business in Connell. ce

Otto Ulrich was born in Lesueur county
Minnesota, on February 6, 1878, the son of
Charles and Mmme (Westhoff) Ulrich, natives
of Germany a~d ~enns~lvania, respectively,
and now dwellmg m Mmnesota. Otto was
reared and educated in Lesueur county and
when of the proper age he entered the harness
shops and there spent three and one-half years
in learning and prosecuting his trade. He was
skillful in it from the beginning and has the
reputation of being as fine a workman as is in
thi~ part of the country. In 1900 he decided
to come west, and as \Vashington offered the
best opportunities of any place he could find,
he came here and soon had decided to locate
in Connell. Previous to this, however, he had
worked some in Ritzville and on April 1, 1901,

he located in Connell, started in the harness
business, which he conducted until November
ro, 1903. In 1902, he erected a new shop but
disposed of this property when he retired from
the harness business. He owns other prop
erty among which may be mentioned his resi
dence. He is also deputy sheriff of Franklin
county and constable of Connell. which offices
take some of his time. Fraternally, Mr. Ulrich

•
is associated with the M. \V. A.

On February 18, 19°3, Mr. Ulrich married
Miss Hannah Zimmermann, a native of Minne
sota. Her father is John Zimmermann. now
dwelling in Minnesota. The mother died some
time since.

•••

JOHN B. LOVE was the builder of the
first cabin between the site of Connell and
Washtucna. The same was located on his
homestead, about three miles south from
Connell. He has labored industriously here
and has made his farm well improved.
One hundred acres of the land are cropped to
wheat and in addition to the home place. Mr.
Loye owns seyen hundred acres of good farm
land on the Columbia. He has been success
ful in his labors here since coming and has a
good showing for it now. He is a man of
good substantial qualities and Franklin county
is to be congratulated on securing such worthy
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men to subdue the prairies and improve the
land, making it one of the prosperous sections
of the state.

John B. Love was born in Tennessee, on
June 10. 1836, the son of Jeremiah and Eliza
beth (YlcCray) Love, natives of Tennessee,
and of Irish ancestors. They both died in
)lissouri. They removed to Lawrence county,
that state, when our subject was an infant and
thus were among the earliest pioneers in the
section. He secured his education there and
remained. assisting his father until of age,
when he began farming for himself. This was
continued until 1878, when he journeyed to the
Indian Territory. He rented land near Pur
eel!. and began farming and stock raising. His
labors were continued in these lines until 1900.
when the western fever again attacked him.
The only cure was to come to the inviting state
of Washington and he speedily accepted the
ineritable. He was soon in Franklin county
and here he selected his present homestead.
Since then Mr. Love has given his attention to
general farming and to stock raising. and has
made much improvement on the homestead as
\,-ell as executing other labors.

In 185-7. while in Lawrence county. Mis
souri, Mr. Love married Miss Catherine Ferris.
\,-ho was called hence by death in 1865. Two
sons were born to this marriage. Robert, farm
ing in the Indian Territory. and James. hand
ling a homestead in this county. In 1867 Mr.
LOI'e contracted a second marriage, the same
occurring in Lawrence county, also. Amelia
Shipman became his bride on this occasion and
eight children have been born to them, named
as follows: Len \V. and .-\1fred, living on
homesteads in this county; Samantha E. and
Mary C, married and living in this county;
Minerva E.; Tennessee A.; Zora 1'11.; and
Chickisaw.

•••

WILLIAM E. BLAKELY is one of the
stirring and business men of Franklin county
and as such is to be classed in any ,york that
names the leading citizens of this political di
rision. He was born in Richland county, \Vis
consin, on February 4, 1863, the son of \Valter
and Elizabeth (Kno,dton) Blakely, natives of
Pennsylvania. The mother is deceased but
the father is still living in \Visconsin. William
E. was educated in the Badger State :lIld there

remained untill 1882, in which year he came to
western Kansas and engaged in farming. For
five years, he tilled the soil there then went to
the vicinity of Purcell, Indian Territory and did
farming and stock raising. He succeeded ad
mirably there until 1901, when he sold out and
came to Washington. He located at Connell
and began speculating in land. He bought and
sold thousands of acres and now owns nine
hundred and sixty acres, all good wheat land,
two miles west of Eltopia. In March, 1902,
Mr. Blakely opened a hardware store in Eltopia
and is operating the same at the present time
in addition to overseeing his estate. He carries
a full line of all kinds of shelf arid heavy hard
ware needed n this section, besides farming im
plements, feed and so forth. He has secured a
good patronage from the surrounding country
and is constantly increasing his business. Mr.
Blakely served as county commissioner for
district number two, his name appearing on
the Democratic ticket. He takes commendable
interest in everything that is for the upbuilding
of Franklin county and the success of those
principles in politics which he deems best for
all. Fraternally, he is affiliated with the M.
W.A.

At Dodge City, Kansas, in 1887, Mr.
Blakely married Miss Emma Knittle, a native
of Pennsylvania. Five children have been born
to this marriage, Edna 1., Eunice B., Everett
E., Earl D., and Elizabeth E.

•••

WILLIAM T. ANDERSON is at the
head of a general merchandise business at
Mesa, Washington. In addition to this he is
overseeing an estate of about thirteen hundred
acres of good wheat land which he is improv
ing and bringing to be one of the choicest wheat
producing estates of the county. He has shown
himself to be a thorough and upright business
man, progressive and active and is deserving
of the success which his wisdom and thrift have
brought.

William T. Anderson \vas born in Lawrence
county, Missouri, in 1871. His parents, Joseph
and Elizabeth (Colley) Anderson, are natives
of Virginia and are living in Franklin county.
The first seventeen years of our subject's life
,yere spent in the Bullion State, where he re
ceived his education. Then he went to the In-
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dian Territory and engaged in stock raising
and farming, being in partnership with his fa
ther. They labored there until 1900, when
William T. came west, seeking a location. He
soon discovered what he desired in Franklin
county and established a general merchandise
store at Connell. That was the second store in
town and he had a good business there until the
spring of 1903, when he removed his entire
stock and business to Mesa. In addition to
handling all kinds of merchandise, he deals in
farm implements and supplies of all kinds that
are needed in this part of the country. As
stated above. he has acquired an estate of thir
teen hundred acres in addition to his business
wh;ch indicates that he has been immensely suc
cessful in his labors here. He is now com
missioner of the third district of Franklin
countv and is an excellent officer. Fraternallv.•
Mr. Anderson is connected with the A. F. &
A. M. and the 1. O. O. F.

At Purcell. Indian Territory. in December.
1899. Mr. Anderson married Miss Minerva
Love. the daughter of John B. and Permelia
Love. now. living in Franklin county. To Mr.
and l\1rs. Anderson two children have been
born. William X. and Joseph.

\Vhen the Spanish-American war brok~ out
in 18<)8. Mr. Anderson joined the First Texas
Cavalry Volunteers, under Colonel Luther
Hare. His command was sent to the border
of Mexico, where they did guard duty until
the close of the war \\'hen he was mustered
out at San Antonio, Texas.

•••
MAX HARDER. The estates owned by

Mr. Harder and his two brothers. who are
mentioned elsewhere in this volume, are the
largest stock ranches in Franklin countv and
thus they are the heaviest tax-payers i~ this
county. Mr. Harder resides two miles east of
Kahlotus at the head of \Vashtucna lake and
his property is well supplied with water. It is
an ideal stock ranch, being provided with ev
erything that could possibly be needed for car
rying on the extensive business that Mr. Har
der does. The estate consists of seven sections,
one-half of which is farming land and the rest
grazing. Mr. Harder owns three hundred cat
tle and something over two thousand sheep.
He is one of the wealthy and leading citizens
of this portion of \Vashington.

M~x Harder. was bor~ on KO\'ember 26,
1858, In SchleSWIg-HolsteIn, Germany. the SOn
of John and Kate (Rothman) Harder al
natives of Germany. They follo\\'ed fa~mi~o
a~d are now d~ceased. Max remained \l"it~
hIS paren.ts untIl sevente~n years of age. re
ceJVIng hIS educatIon durmg that time. Then
he began work for himself as a farm hand
which he continued until 1880. \\'hen he came
to America, landing at Castle Garden on May
10, of that year. He came on direct to Omaha
and took up farm \\'ork until he entered the
employ of the Santa Fe railroad in New Mex
ico. After a year in that, he turned his atten
tion to mining and shortly after met with an
accident which crippled him. Then he returned
to Germany and remained there until 1883.
when he came back to the United States and
took up the stock business. This he has fol
lowed continuously since with the happy re
sults of IJa\'ing gained the magnificent list of
property. mentioned above.

In December. 188<), Mr. Harder married
Mrs. Katherine Moritz. the widow of Peter
Moritz and the daughter of Herman Schlicht
ing natives of Germany. To this union. one
son was born. 011 December 21, 18<)4, Walter
M. Formerly Mr. Harder belonged to the
Democratic partv. but now he is a member of
the Republican pa rty, believing thoroughly in
protection. In 1888. he \\'as chosen to the im
portant position of commissioner of Franklin
county and acted in connection with D. W.
Page of Pasco. and Captain Gray of Coeur d'
Alene. of Idaho. Owing- to the fact that at
that time. Pasco was filled with all sorts of
boomers who were striving to inflate values
beyond any reason. the county commissioners
had the fight of their lives to keep them from
swamping the county with bonded indebtedness.
However, Mr. Harder, supported by his stanch
associates. stood in the face of objections and at

•

mass meetings. never flinching, until the ques-
tion was settled. Owing to this strong stand,
more than anything else. Franklin county en
joys a freedom from indebtedness to this day.
Mr. Harder is well pleased with Franklin
county and says he knows of no other place In
the United States superior to this location. He
was one of the pioneers here, seeing much of
the hardship incident to such a li fe but he ~as
overcome all and is now in a position to enJOY
the splendid properties he has accumulated. It
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's very interesting to know that in addition to
~is other accomplishments and successes, Mr.
Harder is master of three different languages,
speaking fluently each one. He is an honorable
and upright man, known over a large section
of territory and esteemed by hosts of warm
friends.

•••

HANS HARDER is to be classed as one of
the leading stockmen of central \Vashington
and the success he has won in this industry
shows the determination and wisdom mani
fested in its prosecution and which certainly
entitles him to the position he now occupies and
the competence which is his to enjoy.

Hans Harder was born in Schleswig-Hol
stein. Germany, on May 28. 1861, the son of
John and Kate (Rathman) Harder, also na
tives of the Fatherland. They were blessed
\"ith nine children, named as follows. Claus,
Kate. Henry, John. Christena, Max. Hans, J a
cob, and Annie. Hans was favored with goml
schooling until sixteen and then was appren
ticed to learn the miller's trade. For three years
he diligently followed that craft and became
very proficient in it. Then came three years of
service in the GermanI' am1\'. and in 1883. we

•• •
find young Harder setting his face for the new
world. He located first in Nebraska but in a
short time came thence to \Vashington. He
selected Franklin countv as his place of oper
ation and with a capital of four thousand dol
lars began the stock business. His headquar
ters were on the Snake river.' four miles south
from vVashtucna lake and his efforts, put forth
with wisdom and thrift. ,,-ere crowned with
Success from the beginning. As land was so
plenty and it was open to all. no one thought of
taking it in those good old days. Later, how
ever, as the country began to settle up. each one
of the early stockn1.en beg-an to secure land for
their use. Mr. Harder Ie] sed eight sections
from the railroad company in 1894 and soon
thereafter bought school ·land. In 1899. he
purchased fifteen sections of land where he
now lives. two miles east from Kahlotus. This
land is utilized in handling his herds and today
he has about fiye hundred cattle and three
thousand sheep. He has abundance of water
and a goodly portion of his estate is irrigated.

In May, 1893. Mr. Harder married Miss

Dora, daughter of Harm Schlomer, a native
of Germany. Mrs. Harder is one of a family
of six children, named as follows, Detlef, John,
Dora, Pete, Hiecke, and Herman. To Mr. and
Mrs. Harder, four children have been born,
John, f)"arry, George, and Katie M. In politi
cal matters, Mr. Harder is allied with the Re
publican party and is actively interested in the
campaigns. He has always given of his time
and means to assist in forwarding educational
interests and is a member of the school board at
this time.

• ••

JACOB HARDER, a farmer and stock
man residing three miles east of Kahlotus, is
one of the heaviest property owners of Franklin
county. His estate consists of almost thirteen
sections, a large portion of which is agricul
tural land and is producing hay for his bands
of cattle. He has the distinction of being the
first man in Franklin county to divert \vater
for irrigation purposes. thus demonstrating
"'hat an untold benefit irrigation would be to
the county. A detailed account of his life will
be interesting and with pleasure we appencl the
same.

Jacob Harder was born on April ro. 1869,
in Schleswig-Holstein, Germany, the son of
John and Kate (Rothman) Harder, natives of
Germany and now deceased. The old home place
has been in the Harder family for oyer four
hundred years and is now owned by a brother
of our subject. Claus Harder. Jacob was edu
cated in the common schools until sixteen. then
was apprenticed to learn the miller's trade,
which he followed for three years. After that,
he spent three years and three days in the Ger
man Cavalry, being enrolled in the Fifteenth
Hussar Regiment. He was promoted to the
position of corporal and at the end of his
services was honorably discharged and now
possesses a medal \von in the army by expert
markmanship. Upon quitting the army, he
came direct to \Vashington, locating on a por
tion of his present place and engaging in the
stock business with his brothers. His first ef
forts were given principally to raising horses
and at one time. Mr. Harder owned about two
thousand of these animals. He secured his
start by purchasing two hundred brood mares
from the noted Indian. Wolf, who was the rich-



HISTORY OF THE BIG BEND COUNTRY.

-
est Indian in the northwest, owning at one
time four thousand horses. In 1897, Mr. Har
der disposed of his horses and since that time
has given his attention to sheep and cattle ex
clusively. His home place is the headquarters
of his business and is handsomely and wisely
fitted out with everything for comfort in a rural
abode and for carrying on his business. He
owns some six hundred head of cattle besides
a great many sheep.

In Chicago, on June 13, 1898, Mr. Har
der was married to Annie F. Hennings, a native
of Germany and the daughter of Carsten and
Katherine Hennings, also nati\'es of Ger
manv. Two children have been born· to-Mr. and Mrs. Harder, Carl De\iVitt, on
March 3, 1899. and John Jacob, on March
27, 1902. In every sense of the word, Mr.
Harder is a pioneer and frontiersman. He has
seen this county develop from a wilderness to
its present prosperous conditions and has had
no small part in its transformation. Many
came and succumbed to its hardships and were
forced to retire but he has weathered all the hard
days of adversity in such a manner that he has
brought success out of it all, being now one of
the wealthiest men of the county. To instance
how quiet were the times, Mr. Harder remarks
that during those dull days, a fine work horse
would be sold for five dollars and a cayuse for
fifty cents. Thus some idea may be gained of
the terrible problems of pioneer life in attempt
ing to secure a livelihood. Mr. Harder is well
satisfied with Franklin county, owing to its
resources and believes in its future. His ex
cellent judgment and sagacity have been re
warded in his bountiful success and the future
looks very hright for him. Mr. and Mrs. Har
der are members of the Lutheran church and are
very highly esteemed people. Our subject has
the following brothers and sisters: Claus, on
the old home place in Germany; John, in Ne
braska; Katherine, deceased; Anna, in Kiel,
Germanv: Max and Hans, in Franklin county.
Mr. Harcler is a fine linguist and in addition
to his mother tongue, speaks fluently three
languages. He is a man of stability and talent
and has won very many friends.

In this connection, we desire to mention an
incident in Mr. Harder's life, which shows the
manner of man he is and the spirit in him. At
V.'edel, Germany, he observed a man drowning
in the center of a mill pond. Hastening to the

r~scue, he swam to him ~nd succeeded in gettin
h.lm to s~ore, thus savmg his life, even at th~
nsk of hiS own.

•••

M. M. TAYLOR, who is now at the head
of the Franklin county bank in Connell is
man of wide experience in the business ;\'Qrl~
and of unquestioned integrity in fiduciarv ca
pac·ties. . His foresight. and energy have 'prac
tIcal.ly lal~ ~h~ foundatl~n of Connell, being a
leadmg Spirit m the plattmg and starting of the
town. The bank is the strongest moneyed in
stitution in the county and has succeeded ad
mirably since its inception in business here
and is now possessed of a flattering outlook
for growth and prosperity. Mr. Taylor holds
the important position of cashier and manager
of the institution and his well known ability in
financial matters insures a continued success
in the future of the institution.

M. M. Taylor was born in Clark county,
Indiana, on January 26, 1852, the son of Leroy
Vo.r. and Kissiah (Ketchum) Taylor, natives
of Indiana and Kentucky, respectively, and
now deceased. \iVhile M. M. was an infant
the family came to Henry county, Iowa, where
he grew up, was educated and remained until
1884. \\Then he arrived at man's estate, he
embarked in the flour milling business and fol
lowed it successfully until the year mentioned,
when he sold out and came west. In 1888, he
located in Tacoma and there opened a men's
furnishing store with Mr. Hare, under the
style of Taylor & Hare. For eight years they
did a good business and during a portion of that
time, Mr. Taylor was treasurer of the city of
Tacoma. In 1892, they sold the business and
Mr. Taylor went into the banking business, be
ing president of the ·Washington National Bank
of Tacoma. He also had extensive commercial

•

interests in Alaska during the time he was m
this relation and a portion of the time he went
there personally and superintended the busmess.
He handled general merchandise and supplIes
for the interior camps and did exceedingly wen
in the ventures. In 1902 Mr. Taylor dectded
to return from the arduous and trying work of
handling a business in Alaska, and accordingly
sold his interests there and came to \\Tashmg
ton. Shortly after landing here he espied the
opportunity at Connell, or what was to be Con-
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nell, and he immediately organized the bank
with \\hich he is associated at the present time
and they bought the ground and platted the
town and started the settlement of the place.
Connell has been a prosperous town since and
bids fair to be one of the leading points in this

•section.
At Mount Pleasant, Iowa, in 1871, Mr.

Taylor married Miss Ella H., daughter of
Michael H. and Hannah J. Hare, natives of
Iowa. The father was a Methodist preacher;
Mrs. Taylor was also born in Iowa, and she
is the mother of three children: Leroy W., a
teller in his father's bank; Donna, wife of L. E.
Reid and dwelling in Boston; Jack, attending
school. Mr. Taylor is a member of the Elks
and is a man of excellent standing.

• ••

BENJAMIN D. LEONARD is one of the
well known business men of Connell, where he
has wrought for some time with display of
good wisdom and energy, which have brought
him a gratifying success in financial matters,
while his genial ways and kindness to all have
1I'0n for him many friends. He is manager for
the Interior Warehouse Company, while also
he does a general carpentering and contracting
business in addition, and also handles a good
trade in a feed and grain store.

Benjamin D. Leonard was born in Johnson
City, Tennessee, on July 28, 1865, the son of
E. M. and Catherine J. (Hayes) Leonard, na
ti\'es of Tennessee, and now dwelling there.
During his youthful days, our subject gained
his education from the common schools and
labored with his father on the farm until of
age. Then he entered a dry goods establish
ment in Johnson City as salesman and there op
erated until 1899. In that year, he executed

.a determination he had long cherished. that of
coming west. In due time he landed in vValla
'Valla and at once went to work at the carpenter
trade, which he had mastered in his younger
days with his other accomplishments. He con
tinued at that until January I, 1901, when he
came on to Connell. He was one of the first
to settle here and at once went to carpentering
and contracting. This labor he has continued
steadily since, although he has also added the
other occupations mentioned above. He does
a good business in each line and is well pros-

pered. Mr. Leonard located a homestead just
north of town when he first came here and there
he dwells at the present time. He is a man who
takes an interest in the questions of the day and
also is active in political campaigns. Fra
ternally, he is affiliated with the 1. 0. 0. F.,
the M. W. A., and the M. B. A.

In December, 18g3, Mr. Leonard married
Miss Mary A. Dodd, the daughter of W. 1.
Dodd, now dwelling in Greene county, Tennes
see, where he has served as sheriff for some
time. Her mother died long since. To this un
ion one child, Lacy L., was born and is now
living with his grandfather in Tennessee. In
18g6, Mr. Leonard was called to mourn the
death of his beloved wife. In February, 1899,
Mr. Leonard married a second time, the lady
of his choice on this occasion being Miss Ricina
Pickering, the daughter of George and Cather
ine C. Pickering, natives of Tennessee and now
deceased. On October 27, 1900, in Walla
Walla, death again entered the happy home and
he saw his wife snatched away. She left one
son, Randolph R., who is now living with Mr.
Leonard's sister in Oregon. Mr. Leonard
stands first class in this community and has
many friends. He has shown good ability
in his various labors and is a man of substantial
worth.

•••

JOHN R. McCLURKEN resides about
eleven miles northwest from Pasco, where he
owns an estate of one thousand acres, well im
proved and productive. The farm he owns in
partnership with his son Louis E. He was
born in \Vashington county, Illinois, on Decem
ber 9, 1835, the son of James and Sarah (Rod
man) McClurken. natives of Scotland and early
pioneers to Illinois. Our subject was br:ought
up on the farm and received his education from
the common schools. \Vhen he reached man
hood's estate, he engaged in farming, continu
ing the same until 187 I, in his native place.
Then he went to Evans county, Colorado,
where he remained until 1878. That was the
year in which he came to the \Valla Walla val
ley. For four years, the family lived there. then
went to Ainsworth and from there to Pasco.
He was in the employ of the Northern Pacific
railroad until 1900. For six years, he was
car inspector. Then he came on to his present
location, purchasing two sections of railroad
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Jand. One thousand acres of this he cultivated
to wheat. Mr. McClurken has gained a good
success in his labors and the fine estate which
he owns is productive of very gratifying divi
dends annually.

Politically, he has always been a stanch
Republican, laboring faith fully for the success
of his party, wherever he dwelt. He is well
posted on the questions of the day and is able
to give a good sound reason for voting as he
does.

In Randolph county, Illinois, on September
18, 1857, Mr. McClurken married Miss Esther,
the daughter of James and Mahala Coulter,
natives of Virginia. Mrs. McClurken was born
in Illinois and is the mother of five children,
named as follows: James C, in Okanagon
county; Flora E. ; Sadie, married to J. DeMoss,
in Yakima; Louis E., in partnership with his
father, also assessor of Franklin county: Her
bert F .. employed in the Northern Pacific of
fice at Pasco.

• • •

FRANK SCHUNEMANN is one of the
wealthy pioneers of the Big Bend country.
For many years previous to coming here. he
traveled and wrought in various places in the
east. being well acquainted "'ith all the leading
IT'.ining camps on the coast as well as in the
states. He is a veteran in life's battles. having
seen nearly fourscore years on the pilgrim way.
At the present time Mr. Scl1l1nemann resides
in Pasco, being more retired from active busi
ness of life. He owns a farm of about one hu'1
dred acres. four miles up the Columbia from
Pasco, which is well improved and given to
general crops. About six acres of land are
planted to orchard which is very productive.

Frank Schunemann was born on the shores
of the Baltic sea in Prussia, on December 16,
1829, being the son of Christen F. and Mary
Schunemann. The father died when our sub
ject was very young and the mother then mar
ried Frederick Kleinschmidt. They came to
Illinois in 1857 and there remained until their
death. Frank came to Canada in 1852 and for
two years worked at blacksmithing, which he
had learned in Germany. In 1854, he settled
in Chicag-o and followed blacksmithing for a
decade. Then he came to the Pacific coast by
way of the Isthmus, landing in California and
locating at Oakland. He labored at black-

smithing there and in other cities for some t'
h h ' If " Imet en gave lmse to mlllmg and blacksl11ithin

all through th~ west untll 1873. In that yea;'
he went to Anzona and dId gold mining unt'!
1878 being favored with good Success. ~t
one time, he was lost on the great desert n~r
Prescott and wandered three days on the burn
ing sands with neither food nor drink. In
1879, he came to \Vashington on horseback
and the family joined him next year, Fa;
five years thereafter, Mr. Schunemann was en
gaged as blacksmith for the Northern Pacific
and then took a ranch where he now resides.
In addition to attending to the farm, he has
prospected more or less since and now has Some
very promising claims in the Leavenworth dis
trict, Chelan county. Mr. Schunemann has
removed to Pasco where they may enjoy the
competence that they have gained. He has
also erected a residence there. For six years,
Mr. Schunemann served as commissioner 0;
Franklin county, with credit to himself ami
his constituency. On February 24. 1904.
Mrs. Schunemann died. She was a gOOll
woman and sincerely mourned.

At Elgin, Illinois. in 1859, Mr. Schune
mann married Mi ss Caroline. the daughter of
John and J\1ary Kraft. natives of Hanover,
Germany, now deceased. To this union seven
children have been born. named as follows:
Frank, farming in California; William ant!
Henry, engineers on a steamboat on the Co
lumbia: Julia. wife of James Clemens. livinz
in Yakima county: Albert, an engineer on the
Northern Pacific: Free!. operating a livery and
dray line, in Pasco: and Lewis, a farmer.

•••

WILLIAM W. SPATES resides sixteen
miles northwest from Pasco. and is engaged in
farming. He was born in Fayette county. Ken
tucky. on January I:;. 1845. the son of Noah
B. and Ann (Jewett) Spates, natives of Ken
tucky and now deceased. In his native place.
\Villiam YV. was educated and there remamer!
until eighteen. Then he went to Illinois. settler!
in Morgan county, and engaged in famli~lg for
eighteen years. Next came a move to M1SSolln
where he remained four years. In 1887 he
came to \Vashington and took a homestead.
where he now resides. He has improved th~
place in good shape and has a fine orchard 0
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two hundred and fifty trees, being the only
orchard in his part of the country. Previously,
Mr. Spates had given his attention to horse
raising but has sold out his stock and devotes
himself to farming. He is a man of industry
and energy and takes a great interest in the up
building of the country. For one term he was
county commissioner and always manifested
a lively interest in the political welfare of the
country as well as in educational progress. He
receives the respect and esteem of his fellows
and is a good substantial citizen.

•••

JOSIAH E. V AN GORDON resides five
miles up the Columbia river from Pasco, where
he has a ranch of sixty acres. A portion of
the farm is devoted to fruit raising and the
balance to general crops. He was born in Bed
ford county, Pennsylvania. on September 13,
1828, the son of John and Hannah (Swawger)
Van Gordon, nati\'es of New Jersey and the
Keystone State, respectively. When Josiah
was twelve years old, the parents came to Ohio,
settling in Perry county. Here he received a
common school education and grew to man
hood. \Vhen twenty-eight years of age, he
came west to Minnesota. taking a farm in
Becker county, near Detroit City, \,hich he op
erated until 1881. At that time, Mr. Van Gor
don came on to Washington and for some
time worked for the Northern Pacific. Vvhile
in the employ of this companv, he secured his
present place in 1885 and since that time he
has continued on it, with the exception of four
years, from 1890 to 1894, when he was post
master at Pasco. For two terms he has served
as county commissioner and also has been pro
bate judge of this county. In 1861, Mr. Van
Gordon enlisted in the First Minnesota Bat
tery of Light Artillery but on account of being
disabled in the battle of Shiloh. he was dis
charged. In 1863, not to be cheated out of
fighting for his county and defending the stars
and stripes ag-ainst all assatllt, he re-enlisted in
the Second Minnesota Cavalry where he did ex
cellent service until the close of the Rebellion.
During the Indian troubles of 1864, Mr. Van
~ordon was on the plains and knows what it
IS to fight the savages as well as to stand in the
fierce battles of modern warfare.

Following the war he returned to Minne-

sota and there gave himself to farming until
he came west to \Vashington. In Minnesota,
Becker county, he married Miss Alzoa A. Haz
elton, who died in 1900. The wedding oc
curred on August 17, 1856, and two children
have been born to this union: Bovd P., now-farming in North Dakota; Jessie, dwelling in
Minnesota.

Mr. Van Gordon has traveled along life's
pilgrim way for nigh on to fourscore years and
during all this long while, he has shown re
markable fortitude in meeting and overcoming
the difficulties of the battles of life as he dis
played bravery and fearlessness in fighting the
battles of his country. He is now en joying the
golden years of his life in quiet retirement with
a competence of this world's goods, being also
secure in the esteem and love of all who know
him.

• ••

ALVIN P. GRAY has the distinction of
having built the first house ever erected in
Pasco. This was in early days but since that
time he has continued here with display of en
ergy and \,isdom in the business world. An
outline of his career is certainly to be embodied
with those who have assisted to make Franklin
county what she is at this day. 'When he first
came here the territorv now in Franklin county
was embraced in \Vhitman county and he has
seen the formation of this political division that
now has Pasco for the county seat.

Alvin P. Gray was born in Hancock county,
Maine, on March 9, 1856, the son of E. P. and
Matilda (Black) Gray. natives of Maine, and
no\, deceased. The father followed lumbering.
From the common schools, the great educator
of the American people. our subject received his
educational training during his boyhood days in
Maine. He remained with his father on the
farm until he was twenty-one years of age and
then stepped forth fl'Om the parental roof to
meet the responsibilities of life for himself,
either to gain success or to fall in the struggle.
It was 1876 when he came to the Golden State,
making the trip across the continent ,vithout
special incident. For four years after landing
in California. he was engaged in lumbering,
and then in 1881. came to the Sound country.
One year later he landed where Pasco now
stands and at once began the erection of the
building mentioned above. He engaged in
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business and has been identified with this sec
tion since. In 1896, Mr. Gray determined to
open a general merchandise store here, believ
ing that the outlook warranted it. He did so
and since that time he has continued uninter
ruptedly in the prosecution of the business and
has made a good success in it. He has a good
store, well stocked with wisely selected goods
adapted to the needs of this community and
which find their way to all portions of the coun
try adjacent to Pasco. Through deferential
treatment of all Mr. Gray has built up a good
patronage and has the ability of making and
holding friends. In addition to his mercantile
business, Mr. Gray owns a fine wheat ranch of
one-half section, located on the Snake east from
Pasco. which is well improved and handled by
tenants.

At Tacoma, Washington, in 1896, Mr.
Grav married Miss May O'Neal, a native of
the 'Evergreen State. Her father is living in
California and her mother is deceased some
time since. This union has been blessed by one
child, Josephine.

•••

GIBSON SAVAGE, who lives about thir
ty-five miles up the Columbia from Pasco, is
one of the leading stockmen of the valley. He
handles about five hundred horses at this time
and one hundred head of cattle. His head
quarters are on an estate of two hundred and
forty-five acres, favorably situated for the stock
business and productive of hay for winter pur
poses. This location was made long since and
when he had the choice of the country, since
Mr. Savage is a pioneer.

Gibson Savage was born in Polk county,
Oregon, being thus a native of the occident.
His parents, William and Sarah (Brown)
Savage, were natives of New York and Illi
nois. respectively. The father died some time
since, but the mother is still living in Oregon.
The father crossed the plains in 1845, being
among the very first who made that most
unique of all trips in the United States. Stock
raising occupied him until his death. Our sub
ject remained in Oregon until 1881. gaining.
during his boyhood days, the training to be had
from the earlv district schools. Then came a-move to what is now Franklin county and here
he located as mentioned above and commenced

raising stock very extensively. At that tim
he was the heaviest stock breeder in this par~
of the country and he sold to all the important
markets. Since then, as settlers have come in
and the range has become limited, he has stead
ily decreased his holdings to the number al
ready spoken of. In addition to the property
enumerated, Mr. Savage owns town lots in
Pasco, and is a prosperous man. Fraternally
he is affiliated with the K. P. and the Elks:
In political matters, Mr. Savage has always
evinced a lively interest and is found alert in
the campaigning work.

•••

FRED BASKE, of the firm of Baske &
H uesmann, dealers in lumber, paints, and oils,
Davenport, Lincoln county, was born in Ger
many, August 10, 1862. His father. Gottlieb
Baske, died in Germany when our subject was
about six months old, and the boy was reared
by his mother, Henrietta, who passed away
when he was seven years of age.

In 1885 young Baske came to the United
States. settling first in Nebraska, where he re
mained until 1892. Thence he came to Daven
port, \Vashington, and in partnership with Fred
Huesmann, a sketch of whom will be found
elsewhere, engaged in the lumber business. Our
subject has one brother and two sisters. Au
gust, Louisa, wife of Julius Vohrpahl, and Ber
tha. wife of Otto Paga, all living at present in
Germany.

Mr. Baske was married in Germany, in
1884. to Laura Zagelow, born in Germany, and
the daughter of Fred and Louisa (Lueck)
Zagelow. Both parents now reside with Mr.
Baske in Davenport. Mrs. Baske has five
brothers and three sisters, \Vi11iam, Fred. Ed
ward, and Paul, farmers living near Odessa,
Lincoln county. and Herrman, Jiving- in
Stevens county. Washington: Amanda. single.
in Nebraska, Annie, wife of John Kraatz. of
Davenport: and Agnes, wife of Emil Lueck, a
merchant living in Nebraska.

Mr. and Mrs. Baske have two children,
Fritz and Hugo. Fraternally. Mr. Baske is a
member of Acacia Lodge, No. 64. A. F. &
A. M., the I. O. O. F.. and A. O. U. W.
Although a staunch Republican our subject is
not particularly active in politics. but has been
a delegate to county conventions, and is noW
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serving his second term in the city council of
Davenport. He owns a story and one-half cot
tage at the corner of Tenth and \Vashington
streets, Davenport, adjacent to apple, pear and

prune orchards. He owns and occupies. for
business purposes, an entire block. Mr. Baske
is popular with all, and a business man of
sterling merit.



PART VI.

CHAPTER I.

THE PRESS OF LINCOLN, DOUGLAS, ADAMS AND FRANKLIN COUNTIES.

The history of the Big Bend country would
be incomplete minus a chapter devoted to the
press. It would have been an impossiblity to
write a comprehensive and complete history of
this territory without. the data gathered from
the files of the old established newspapers
of the four counties comprising the Big Bend.
Perhaps it is on this account, perhaps because
of the courteous treatment the writer has re
ceived at the hands of the newspaper publishers
in his search for historical data. perhaps be
the files of the old established ne\yspapers
through long association with them, this chap
ter has been gi \'en more space than was origin
ally intended. The country weekly occupies
a field exclusively its own. It cannot give from
day to day the happenings of the world. nor
furnish the pages of interesting general matter
which the metropolitan dailies provide. But
it does give a weekly history of events in the
community in \\'hich it is published. and
heralds abroad the yirtues of the territorv in

•
which it circulates. It gives what no daily
outside can gi\·e-the local news of the immed
iate neighborhood in which its readers are more
vitally interested than they are in the Russo
Japan war. The country newspaper is the most
powerful factor in the upbuilding of a town,
and the settlement of the country surrounding
its place of publication.

LINCOLN COUNTY.

Beginning with the year 1882 there have
been established in Lincoln county two monthly
publications, forty-three weeklies, two semi
weeklies and three daily newspapers. At the
present writing, August 30, J904, there are
published in the county twelve weekly news
papers and one religious weekly.

The first paper established within the pres
ent boundaries of Lincoln county was the
Sprague Herald, issued in Sprague in the fall
of J882 by J. 1'. Armstrong and W. H. Small
',\·ood. Mr. F. M. Gray, who two years later
launched the Lincoln COl/llty Times, was also
at one time interested in the Herald, either as
part owner or as an employe. The old H eraId
was an important factor in the development of
Sprague during its infancy. The Herald was
published about four years. Mr. Smallwood
first came to Washington in J876, having been
appointed at that time by President Grant regis
ter of the Vancouver Land Office. He held
this position five years, thell engaging in the
practice of law and newspaper work. Aside
from editing the Sprague Herald Mr. Small
wood at different times published the Van
couver Independent and the Klickitat Sentinel.

The Lincoln Coullt')' Times, the oldest news
paper in Lincoln county at this period, was
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born in a blacksmith shop, at Harrington, in
June, 1884. The paper started under quite
inauspicious circumstances. In fact it was a
bold experiment, for the county was sparsely
settled, and money was a scarce article among
the few pioneers. But little land was under
cultivation and there was no market for what
little produce was raised. Towns which came
to the front a few years later were not then
dreamed of. The sole means of travel was
by private conveyance.

The founder of the Times was Frank M.
Gray, a gentleman who played an important
part in the early history of the county. Mr.
Gray was, eminently, a hustler, a graphic and
interesting writer whose trenchant literary style
attracted wide attention. He was a typical
pioneer editor and boomer. In the face of ob
stacles that would have discouraged almost any
one eIse Mr. Gray clung to his work and built
up a subscription list which was equalled in
number by fe\'\' interior papers.

The establishment of the Times at Harring
ton was an event that changed the history of
Lincoln county to a considerable degree. Ow
ing to the central location of Harrington Mr.
Gray believed that that town could secure the
county seat at the coming election. It was
largely through his efforts that Harrington en
tered the Face for county seat honors, and be
yond a doubt had Harrington not entered the
race Davenport would have retained the county
seat at the initial contest. The Times put up
a robust fight for the town in which it was
published, but shortly after the contest Mr.
Gray decided to abandon the enterprise in Har
rington. He was a shrewd newspaper man and
saw that Davenport, although at this time
not able to poll as large a vote as its neighbor
in the southeastern corner of the county, was
destined to become a town of some importance.
Accordingly he entered into negotiations with
the people of Davenport to move his plant from
Harrington and occupy the field made vacant J

by the suspension of the Leader.

The following summer he moved I '
lIS plant

to Davenport, the people of that tow11 f '
. I d' . urllIsh·
mg a ot an erectmg a building for h', 1111 as an
mducement for the change. The bllI'ld'

lUg was
one of the pretentious edifices of Da'" venport
at the tIme, but m the rapid growth of the
town It soon became out of date a11d remained
one of the landmarks of the town until IQ~

h · d ~~
'IV en It was remo eIed. Mr Gra)' at 0. nce
applied himself to patching up the differences
between the two ends of the county, and when
the change was made he adomed the head of
his paper with an emblem consisting of an
eagle, under which were clasped hands and the
motto, "In union there is strength."

This emblem adorned the Timcs heading
until 1902, when it was discarded for some
thing more up to date. Only the old timers
knew the significance of the emblem and motto
or why it had been made. While Mr. Grav's,
efforts were largely devoted to healing the
wounds of the recent county seat contest, he
very successfully and profitably took care of
Mr. Gray's interests. He filled his paper with
"ads" from Sprague, Sheney and Spokane
Falls, all these towns making a strong pull for
the Big Bend trade, and Mr. Gray's efforts were
not directed to throwing cold water on this
rivalry. A small part of the support came
from the town of Davenport. The Timcs dur
ing this profitable period of its life was an
eight-column folio. A rush of advertising
often caused the editor to issue a six-page pa
per. A monthly circulation of 4,000 copies
was guaranteed. The subscription price was
$2.50 per year and advertising rates were $18
per column per month. At the head of the

editorial columns appeared: "Office hours all
day and half the night," and old time residents
state that this was not in the least overdrawn,
The Times was established as a Republican
paper by Mr. Gray and it has been strongly of
that faith ever since. To Mrs. Gray belongs-
much of the credit for the success of the Times,
she having written articles and set type for ai-
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rnost el'ery issue that went forth during Mr.
Gray's proprietorship. In November, 1888, a
large Campbell cylinder press now in use in
the Times office was installed. It was the first
press of the kind ever brought into the country.

During the summer of 1904 there was
placed in the office of the Times a Simplex
typesetting machine. This, and the one in the
office of the Lilld Leader, are the only ones in
Eastern Washington, outside of Spokane.

January 13, 1889, Mr. Gray sold the Times
to Frank M. Dallam. The latter is one of the
brightest newspaper men in Washington. He
has passed his whole life in a printing office,
his first experience at the "case" being in 1858.
For several years he worked for his father on
the Quincy, Illinois, Republican. Upon the
death of his father in 1868, Frank assumed
charge of the \Varsa w, Illinois, Bulletin, where
he continued until 1875, He then went to
California and published the Hayward ]ol£rna,1
irom 1877 to 1882, In 1883 Mr. Dallam came
to Spokane Falls and started the Review as a
weekly publication, later issuing it as a daily.
He remained with the Lincoln County Times
until July, 1890, when he was appointed re
ceiver of the United States land office at Water
rille. When the \Vashington Press Associa
tion was formed in 1888 Mr. Dallam was made
its first president. He is now publisher of the
Palmer M olt1ltain Prospector, at Loomis,
Washington, vVhen he secured control of the
Times several changes were made, the most
Important being the entire home publication
of the paper. He made the paper a mirror of

, local happenings of the town of Davenport and
presented to the outside world in his pleasing
style the various advantages which the Big
Bend country held forth to the industrious and
ambitious immigrant. During Mr. Dallam's
residence in Lincoln county he was honored by
an election as a member of the Constitutional
Convention. When he took up his duties as
receiver of the Waterville Land office July 1,

ISgo, he installed Mr. L. E. Danforth as local
62

manager. January 23, 1891, Mr. Danforth
was succeeded as manager by Lawrence A,
Inkster, who had formerly worked on the
Times for Mr, Gray, and who later had pub
lished the Sprallgle Record, in Spokane county.
\'\lith this change the all home print feature was
eliminated and two pages of eight-column fo
lio were patent. .-\ short time after assuming
the management Ylr. Inkster purchased the
business from Mr. Dallam, and the form of
the paper was again changed, the patent pages
being discarded, and the Times became a seven
column folio all printed in the home office. In
this form it remained until October 20, 1893,
when the five-column quarto form was intro
duced, four pages being general news printed
in Spokane.

On the first of July, 1898, Mr. Inkster
leased the plant to Mr. Dallam, who conducted
the Times until ~ovember 9, 1900, when it
was taken in charge by Mr. Inkster. During
Mr. Dallam's incumbency the journal became
an all home print paper-five-column quarto-
and it has retained that form since. For a
short time during the summer of 1901 Mr.
Inkster issued the Times semi-weekly, but the
support would not justify the extra labor and
it again became a weekly publication. The
Lillcoln Coullty Tillles is the oldest paper in
the Big Bend country, and is one of the leading
and most influential papers in Central vVash
ington.

The organization of Lincoln County in the
closing days of 1883 and the lively contest
which followed for the location of the county
seat led to the establishment of newspapers at
the three towns in the race for county seat
honors, Sprague, Harrington and Davenport.
Davenport's champion was the Lillcoln Leader,
issued for the first time June 12, 1884, by El
mer C. \Varren. The Leader ably presented
Davenport's side of the controversy and in re
turn was supported by every business house in
the city which was seeking to retain the county
seat. It should be remembered, howe\'er. that
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the business houses in Davenport at that time
were not many, and after the contest the
Leader suspended publication. The last issue
was run from the press K ovember 2 I, 1884.

The fourth newspaper to be launched in
Lincoln county was the Sprague]ounwl. This
came into existence January 16, 1885, having
been established by Frank McMorley. Later
the]0 umal passed into the hands of Frank Mc
Masters. Under his control the paper flour
ished for a time and in 1888 was designated
as the county official paper. Financial diffi
culties overtook the]oUr/wi and early in March
1888, publication was suspended and the county
printing contract was turned O\'er to the Lin
.colli CoUllty Times.

Among the earliest of Lincoln county news
paper ventures was the publication of the
Spraguc Selltinel by John \Y. Kelly, January
7, 1887. Th.c Selltillel continued to appear reg
ularly at the county seat until the summer of
J888 when it suspended and left the field to
the S praguc Herald. Mr. Kelly conducted the
S clltincl in anything but a conservative man
ner and his treatment of men and measures
through the columns of his paper was of the
"fire-eating" style. In the first issue he suc
ceeded in stirring up enough trouble to satis
fy the average newspaper man a lifetime. An
editorial entitled "Self Defense" appeared in
the first issue, which was pronounced very bit
ter by those who read it. The article was in
reply to a paragraph in the East Portland Vin
dicator, and it went so far as to make specific
charges against the editors of the Vindicator.
The Scntinel readers supposed the East Port
land paper would take the matter. up again,
and the next number of the Villdicator was anx
iously awaited. But instead of the paper one
of its publishers arrived and immediately swore
out a complaint against Mr. Kelly, charging
him with criminal libel. The case came up
before Justice Bartol, \V. H. Smallwood ap
pearing for defendant and \Vallace Mount for
plaintiff. The case resulted in the binding of

Kelly over to the district court in the . .
. . sum ot

$750 , whIch bond he filed WIth George H I
• 1\.Lurp ly

and George Bonnmghoff as sureties ~.r G .
. lHC ture

the East Portland publisher left on the ', even-
ing train for his home, but On complaint of
Kelly was, III return arrested at Ritzville by
Sheriff Green, of Adams county and brought
back to Sprague.. He was charged with a sim
ilar libel in an article published against KeJl
which had been printed about three years :.
fore. The law limits the time to two years in
which such an action can be brought, hence
McGuire was released, but was placed under
$200 bonds to appear at the May term of
court to prosecute his charge. Mr. Kelly got
out of his difficulty, but succeeded in getting
into more personal trouble within the succeed
ing year and a half.

One of the most popular and enterprising
papers published in Lincoln county was the
Sprague Herald, a namesake of the initial
paper printed in the county. This paper was
first printed April 19, 1888, and for nearly two
years it was a factor in making Sprague the
flourishing city it became. F. M. Winship wae
the editor and proprietor of the Herald, and
the Sprague paper was recognized as one of
the best papers of \Vashington. Politically it
was independently Republican. From July
12, J890, to October 7, 1891, the Herald was
issued twice a week, and during the many years
that Sprague occupied its prominent place on
the map, Mr. \Vinship's paper was the fore
most. In the early 90'S the Herald had oppo
sition represented by a daily and from three
to five weeklies. But the fire of 1895, which
within a few hours blighted the hopes of a
town reduced the newspapers to an extent that
at the beginning of 1897 the town of Sprague
was not able to support even one weekly. The
Herald was the only Sprague paper to escape
destruction in that office conflagration, but Mr.
Winship lost otherwise in the fire, and in De
cember 1896 he decided to discontinue the, ,
business he had been connected with so long.
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Removing to Spokane he opened the Quick
Print job office. The last issue of the Herald,
December 4, 1896, came out in handbill form,
in which the editor discussed the suspension
question as follows:

"The Herald appears this week in a diminu
tive form corresponding to the dwarfed condi
tion of our city. The air of prosperity which
once pervaded this place has become so rarefied
that it will no longer sustain the life of even a
country editor who, heaven knows, is accus
tomed to subsist on very little. Our city could
have overcome the ravages of fire and again
risen with new strength and beauty as our SIS

ter cities have done; could have survived the
loss of the county seat, even drought, flood
or pestilence might have been met and lived
through, but when our great ally, the Northern
Pacific deserts us, and like the Arab, silently
folds its tents and gets out, there remains but
one course to follow. \Vith the glad new year
(it will be the only glad thing around) the
Herald will bid a kindly adieu to the old friends
who still stand loyally by the emancipated
form of our once robust city, and thanking
them sincerely for all the favors of the past
years, still hope later to meet them all again in
cordial business and social relations in a fairer
and more permanent abiding place."

For six months Sprague was without a
newspaper. The Herald was established as an
eight-column folio with two pages patent, but
on December 6, 1888, was enlarged to a six
column quarto, four pages being printed at
home. In July, 1889, it returned to its old
form, but on November 14, of that year it be
came a seven-column folio and an all home
print publication. June lO, 1891, it was en
larged to a seven-column quarto, all printed at
home, and was an exceptionally good paper.

The Herald, established at Sprague in the
spring- of 1888, was not long without opposi
tion. Its politics was independent Republican,
but some of the radical Republicans of the
County did not like the independent proclivi-

ties of the Herald and induced W. M. Chand
ler to start a paper which should be conducted
more in accordance with their views. Accord
ingly in June, 1888, Mr. Chandler launched
the Sprague Mail. This was a good newspaper
but unpopular in many respects, and on June
14, 1889, it suspended publication leaving the
field to the Herald. In the last issue of
the Mail Mr. Chandler said:

"\Vith this issue of the AIail I sever my con
nection with the newspaper business. I have
come to the conclusion that the people of this
community will not support two newspapers
in the way they should be supported. The
Mail has not been a paying investment."

One of the most influential and best edited
newspapers in the Big Bend country, or of
eastern \Vashington, is the Wilbur Register,
published by Howard Spining. An interesting
event was the establishment of the Register at
Wilbur in 1889, and one that caused consider
able excitement among several newspaper men
in the county. It had been known for some
time that the people of Wilbur were anxious to
secure a newspaper in their town, and several
parties had their eyes on the place, each one
ignorant of the intention of the others. There
was a general disposition to hold off invading
the field until the following spring, but the
demands among the people became so urgent
that three parties started to the prospective
field at the same time. Expeditious move
ments on the part of those desiring the field
were called out by the report that several par
ties were "working" the inhabitants for en
couragement to locate.

For some time H. L. Frost, who had form
erly been in the newspaper business at Heron
Lake, Minnesota. had been located at Daven
port, and had been considering the advisability
of establishing a paper at \Vilbur. He had a
printing plant in the depot at Spokane Falls
ready for shipment. His energy was aroused
on Thursday, February 7th, by the appearance
at Davenport of Messrs. F. M. \Vinship. and
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Harry]. Hubler, of Sprague, who were bent
on the same object as Mr. Frost. The Sprague
gentlemen secured a sleigh and started for
Wilbur. They had hardly got out of sight be
fore ~r r. Frost, in charge of Mr. Lee, dashed
madlv in the same direction. Mr. Lee was a

•

driver who started out with the intention of
reaching his destination at the earliest possible
moment and consequently landed Mr. Frost
at Wilbur at seven o'clock that evening. vVhat
was ~1r. Frost's surprise to find already on the
ground Mr. Inkster, of Davenport, on the same
errand. This sudden influx of newspaper
men was a surprise to the people of vVilbur and
it resulted in the establishment of a journal
without unnecessary delay. The Sprague con
tingent did not arrive until the next morning,
and was too late. Mr. Frost had secured the
support of the people, and immediately ordered
the plant shipped from Spokane Falls.

~Ir. Frost formed a partnership with H.
]. Hubler, and March 23, 1889. the first num
ber of the Register was taken from the press.
The name of H. ]. Hubler & Company ap
peared as proprietors and Mr. Hubler. who
was a young man recently from Ohio, did the
editorial work. The paper was an eight-col
umn folio with two pages patent, and was well
filled with advertisements from the business
men of Wilbur and Dayenport. \"Iith the is

sue of ]uly 12, 1889, the partnership between
1\1r. Frost and Mr. Hubler was dissolved, the
former securing entire control. August 16th,
of the same year 1\1r. Frost installed M. C.
Hopkins, an excellent printer, as manager of
the Register. The latter conducted the paper
only until October 18th. November 22d Mr.
Frost sold the Register to Frank Atkinson,
one of the pioneers of Lincoln county, and a
fa~mer residing in Sassin precinct. Mr. At
kinson published a good paper during his

ownership. The Register had been established
as an independent organ, but under the new
management it became Democratic. ] anuary
16, 1891. the plant was sold by Mr. Atkinson

to Harry ]. ~eeley, who for SOme time had
been forenlan of the office, and the agriculturist
returned to his home on the farm Mr N I. • . ee ey
changed the politics of the paper to Republican
with which party it has since affiliated. H~

made several improvements in the journal
among other things being the publication of
three of the four pages at home. In June,
1892, the form of the paper was changed to a
six-column quarto, with four pages patent.

Mr. ~eeley continued the publication un.
til April I. 1893, when he leased the plant to
C. H. Cole and W. H. Waynick. who had
personally been connected with the Spokane
Spokesmall. Both were practical printers and
newspaper men. They remained in charge of
the Register until August II, 1893. when Mr.
Neeley again became the publisher. He made
the paper a seven-column folio with only two
pages of home print. C. H. Cole and L. B.
Goshorn purchased the Register April 13,
1894, and Mr. Goshorn presided OI'er the edi·
torial desk. l"ncler the control of Cole & Gos
horn, the paper was made a five-column quarto
with patent features. Harry Neeley again be
came interested in the Register February 15,
1895, through purchase of Mr. Goshorn's in
terest, and the firm of publishers was Cole &
Neeley. It was continued under this manage
ment until May 8. 1896. On that date the pa
per. was purchased by Howard Spining, fonn
erly county clerk and treasurer of Lincoln coun
ty. and H. S. Bassett, who for several years
had been connected with the printing business
in Sprague. L'nder the management of these
gentlemen the Register made rapid strides un
til today the paper is one of the best published
anywhere in a town the size of \"Iilbur. In the
spring of 1902 Spining & Bassett purchased a
new Cottrell press, a gasoline engine and made
other improvements which caused the Register
office to be recognized as one of the best

equipped between Spokane and the Columbia
river. At that time the Register was made all
home print, and its eight pages have since been
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printed in the home office. October 2, J903,
Mr. Spinning purchased his partner's interest
and is the sole publisher.

Occasionally it falls to the lot of a news
paper to explain in its first issue the exact spot
on the map where it is published and to gi ve
an excuse for being in existence. This was
the case \\"ith the Almira Joumal. It was first
published in September, 1889. on the spot
where .-\lmira now stands, and its excuse for
being in existence was because that it believed
that Almira would soon appear upon the sur
face of the earth. The publisher was not mis
taken in this. The railroad arrived and Almira
became one of the liveliest towns in the county.

Harry Hubler, who had personally been
connected with the Wilbur Registcr, was the
proprietor of the new venture in Lincoln coun
ty journalism. Mr. Hubler was a practical
printer, a ready writer and he made the JOltr

nal a \"ery creditable and popular paper. In
May the following year James Odgers pur
chased the Jourllol, which he published a few
months. He then started the Coulcc City News
and for a short time published both papers.

The population of Sprague in J890 was
1,722, and the place was transacting more busi
ness than towns of se\'eral thousand people. In
May of that year the first daily paper made its
appearance in that city. It was called the Ad
vertiser, a sheet diminutive in size, but well
Suppor.ted by the business men. Marshall Mc
Clure and M. L. Ryan were the proprietors.
In June the weekly Adz'crtiser was also started.
The daily did not long retain its pamphlet size,
as on June 20, it \\"as considerably enlarged
and improved.

Publishing a daily paper in a to\\'I1 the size
of Sprague was a considerable expense, a lux
ury that could be indulged in in small commun
ities only where public spirit is alive in the pop
Ulation. That this \\"as the case in Sprague was
made manifest by the fact that the Daily Ad
vertiser was published for nearly three years I
and that its place was immediately taken by the

Daily 1\!lai/, which continued until July. 1894.
Mr. Ryan severed his connection \"ith the Ad
vertiscr early in 1891, and for a time thereafter
Mr. Thompson \\'as associated with Mr. Mc
Clure in the venture. April 19, 1893, the last
numbers of the Daily alld W cl('/~/y Ad'ucrtiscr
were published and the plant shipped to La
Junta, Colorado. The Advertiser made ene
mies, as has every newspaper, good, bad or in
different. and in its closing days was much in
disfavor. Commenting upon its suspension a
contemporary said:

"The Sprague Ad'iJertiser is now no more,
though its demise was not unexpected. The
paper can scarcely be said to have been a legi
timate enterprise, conducted on legitimate
principles, and the ending is the common lot
of every enterprise not founded on honest ef
fort. Such publications are likely to spring up
and flourish for a time, but a day of reckon
ing is sure to follow sooner or later."

Following the suspension of the Almira
Jourllal, John W. Hartline purchased a news
paper plant, brought it to Almira, and launched
the Almira Democrat, the first number appear
ing October 27, 1890. Fred McDermott was
installed as editor of the Democrat which con
tinued to sound the praises of Almira for about
fifteen months.

The first Lilu:oln County Dcmocrat to be
published under the name Lillcolll Couuty
Dcmocrat, made its bow at Sprague Septem
ber 16, J892. It was published by De Rackin
& Richards, and \\"as a seven-column folio. As
its name suggests it was a supporter of Demo
cratic principles and office seekers. Mr. Rich~

ards soon withdrew from the management of
the Democrat and Mr. L. F. \Villiams became
associated with Mr. De Rackin in the publica
tion of the paper. Publication was suspended
the following spring when the proprietors be
gan publishing the Daily Mail.

For one year during the business stress un
der which the country was laboring in the early
··gos, the little town of Reardan supported a
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paper. This was the Reardan Messenger, a
six-column folio established in March, 1893,
by ]. D. Crossette, and D. H. Stewart, the lat
ter: being, also, the publisher of the Cheney
Sentiucl. Mr. Crosette assumed editorial
charge of the paper, but within two months
sold his interest to Mr. L. B. Goshorn, of Spo
kane. The latter at once took editorial direc
tion and added new li fe to the journal making
it one of the brightest of the Lincoln county
newspapers. Under the most favorable cir
cumstances it would have been no easy matter
to have conducted a paper: in so small a place
with any profit, and during the hard times that
had to be contended with existence simply be
came impossible. Early in 1894 publication
was suspended. An effort was made in the
spring of 1894 to revive t;he M essellger by E. S.
Doyle, but that paper was not destined to long

•survIve.
The Spragne Daily Ad'uertiser suspended

publication April 19, 1893, but the Sprague
Daily Mail made its appearance simultaneous
ly with the suspension of the former paper. It
was established by L. F. Williams and S. E.
DeRackin, who for some few months had been
publishing the Lillcolll Connty Democrat.
Though not very large at the start the daily
was bright and newsy, and bid fair to "fill a
long felt want." The Weekly Mail, was also
published in connection with the daily. June
26, 1894, the Daily Mail suspended publication.
The firm of Williams & De Rackin was dis
solved, the former retiring and Mr. De Rackin
continuing in the publication of the weekly edi
tion. He associated with him in the enterprise
A. J. Lacey, a gentleman who was described
by a contemporary, as a "native of West Vir
b'inia, a lawyer by profession, something of a
farmer, handy with the pen, and talks out of
meeting." Messrs. De Rackin and Lacey de
voted the Mail to the Populist cause which was
a very popular cause to support at the time.
They established a Populist paper at Wilbur

which paper was looked after by Mr. Lace
the latter remaining with the Moil only a Sho~
time.

In January, 1895, Mr. DeRackin, having
been appomted to the office of sheriff of Lin
coln county to fill the unexpired term of Sher
iff Williams, installed Mr. W. E. Grant as
editor of the Mail. Three months later Boyd
Brothers, formerly of Spokane were selected
by the owner to publish the paper. In June,
1895, Sheriff DeRackin severed all connec
tion with the Mail , the control passing into the
hands of a publishing company compused of
leading Populists, who placed B. ]. IIIdlahol1
in editorial charge. In the big fire two months
later the Aioil plant was literally destroyed, en
tailing a loss of $900, covered by $500 insur
ance. An effort was made to put in a new plant
and continue the publication of the Mail, but
this proj ect ,vas abandoned.

During the years that Populism held sway
in Lincoln county that political party had no
more ardent supporter than the Harringtoll
Leader. This paper was established in May,
1893, by M. P. Stephens. It ,vas a bright,

I
· newsy publication and began business with

fair prospects. The financial depression of the
succeeding few years consigned many papers
to the journalistic graveyard and the Leader
went with them. It was in August, 1895, that
Editor Stephens wrote the following farewell
to the town of Harrington and sought pastures
new:

"The Leader has stood the trials and tribu
lations of hard times as long as it possibly can.
Our subscription list was quite large and in
creasing, but nearly all were 'stand-<:>ffs,' and
the more we had the worse we became finan
cially. Our advertising has dwindled down
from about $90 per month to a miser:able $10.
These facts staring us in the face, a dreary
winter approaching and a large family to be
cared for, make it imperative for us to seek
a livelihood elsewhere."
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Mr. Stephens moved his plant to Hillyard

and commenced the publication of the Hill
yard Headlight.

For a short time during the campaign of
1894 the Hanington Democrat, a campaign
paper, was issued from the Leader office.

The Sprague Independent, weekly, was
launched November 3, 1893, by W. F. Thomp
son. During the strike of the Northern Pacific
employes in July, 1894, the Independent was
run as a daily and furnished a full account of
strike matters. Beginning with the first of Oc
tober the Independent was again issued as a
daily, a five-column, eight page paper, suspend
ing on December 1st. The Independent was
the heaviest loser among the Sprague news
papers during the great fire of 1895, the loss
being estimated at about $2,000 with no insur
ance. The paper did not suspend at once, how
ever, and appeared again after a week's lapse,
printed on a jobber in pamphlet form, promis
ing to grow in size, beauty and excellence. It
appeared spasmodically until the middle of De
cember, under the management of Howard
Spining, now of the Wilbur Register, when it
gave up the ghost and left the Herald the only
paper in the field where before the fire four
thriving newspapers were published.

The Farmer was the name of a monthly
publication issued a short time in 18g4 by W.
F. Thompson, of the Sprague Independent.
The Farmer was established in March.

March 16, 1894, Mr. F. F. Lischke estab
lished the Lincoln County Populist at Sprague.
It was a five-column folio devoted to the Pop
ulist cause and was published from the office of
the Sprague Independent. The last issue ap
peared in July of the year of its birth, but in
its place appeared the Lincoln County Demo
crat, by the same proprietor, the first issue of
the new paper appearing August 8th. Mr.
Lischke claimed to have thoroughly "soured"
on Populism and promised to give the inside
history of the Populist movement in Lincoln
County, together with interesting sketches of the

leaders and candidates of that party. He kept
his word and for some time ran a serial story
entitled "Populists I Have Met," the charac
ters of the story being well known men of the
Populist party in Lincoln county. Mr. Lisch
ke made use of strong adjectives and added
flavor to the 18g4 campaign, after which his
paper was suspended.

The Truth Teacher was the name of a pub
lication which certainly was a novelty, both in
appearance and literary character, established
in Creston in 1894 by E. E. Millikin. The
press work was done 011 a mimeograph. The
Truth Teacher devoted its columns to the the
ories advocated by the Seventh Day Adventists.
It occasionally branched out into politics and
was Populistic. This paper continued publica
tion several months.

Friday, April 27, 1894, Lincoln county was
honored by a visit from a distinguished party
of newspaper men from the central west who
had come to investigate and wrjte up the coun
ty. The party consisted of David Ward Wood,
of the Farmers' Voice, Chicago; James Strong
Judd, of the Orange Judd Fa·rmer, Chicago; C.
D. Coleman, of the Rural World, St. Louis; E.
S. Brooks, of the Rural W orid, St. Louis; D.
H. E. Whitford, of the Ohio Farmer, Cleve
land; J. B. Conner, of the Indiana Farmer,
Indianapolis; Char.\es E. Nixon, of the Chicago
Inter Ocean; E. V. Smalley, of the Northwest
Magazine, St. Paul; P. J. Smalley, of the
Daily Globe, St. Paul, and D. R. McGinnis, of
Sunnyside, \iVashington. The party were met
at Spokane by delegations from Sprague and
Davenport, and came over the Central \Vash
ington railway to Davenport, where they were
entertained by citizens. From Davenport they
drove to Sprague where they were also enter
tained.

The Harrington Kicker was a Republican
organ established at Harrington in July, 18g4,
by C. B. Grace. The Kicker struggled for a
time and proved that its heading was no mis
nomer. It was printed on a mimeograph.
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The Sprague JoUrl/al, a namesake of one

or Sprague's papers, was established in Sep
tember. 1894, by Leonard F. vVilliams, who,
together with S. E. DeRackin the preceding
year had started the Mail, The new paper
w~s bright and newsy and ardently devoted
to Democracy. Mr. \ Villiams was a graphic and
pleasing writer and he enjoyed a substantial
support from the citizens of Sprague. The
-fire of August 3, 1895. destroyed the Jolornal
pbnt, the loss being estimated at $1,000. Mr.
\,yilliams did not deem it advisable to re-estab
lish the paper, but in company with John R.
Reaves, of Spokane, he purchased the Ross
land (British Columbia) Miner.

The Wilbur Express was established at
Wilbur, October 12, 1894. by De Rackin &
Lacey, who were, also, proprietors of the
SpragueMail.Mr. De Rackin did not long
remain with the Express,but the paper,rechrist
ened The People's Monitor, was published by
A. J. Lacey for several months. It was a Popu
ilst organ. But the Populist party and the
editor of the Monitor did not dwell in harmony,
and the new paper, apparently successful at its
inception, soon began to retrograde. Here
is the way the Wilbur Register gives the history
of its contemporary:

"The editor of the Monitor came to \,yil
bur with only a pair of sleeve buttons in his
purse, and Sllcceeded in inducing some of the
business men, through political friendship, to
assist him in starting a "pop" paper. How well
he succeeded is attested by the flattering patron
age accorded to the (their) E.rpress during the
first few weeks of its existence. Every encour
agement was given it, and for a time it looked
like the Express would be a success financi'l:Jy
and otherwise. The patronage of the pape; be,·
gan to decline, however, and its fall was more
rapid than its rise."

Early in May, 1895, Mr. Lacey left Wilbur.
For the succeeding few weeks the Monitor had
a new editor every week. Attorney E. A. Hes
seltine first tried his hand, then Attorney "V.

L. Sarver took charge. In June Pllbl' "1catil)lj
was suspended and the plant shipl)ed to CI

1~I1p.\,

The People's Banner a weekly Po 1'", , PUll~t

paper, mflde Its appearance at Davenpo tr On
December 19, 1895· C. H. Scott was the ,.e\J 1-

tor and publisher. Mr. Scott also launched a
monthly journal ~nown as the Searchlight, but
'Jnly one or two Issues appeared. Febfllary 2,

1896, Mr. Scott sold the Banner to Former
Sheriff De Rackin, and he and his famil; t:lnk
their departure for Seattle, where he continued
the publication of the monthly journal in tile
interests of the Populist party. Mr. De Tbckin
did 110t receive the support :,1 Davenport which
he considered himself entitled to, and August
8, 1896, he moved the plant to Harrington. and
continued the publication under the name of
Harrington Banner. Here the Banner changed
its support in the county seat contest to Har
rington, and the editor, who in Davenport I\'as
outspoken against fusion of Populists and
Democrats, now supported the allied forces,
Following the election of 1896 the BaillieI' sus
pended publication.

This was De Rackin' s last newspaper
venture in Lincoln county. To say that his
journalistic career in the county was unevent
ful would hardly cover the facts. During the
several years in which he was engaged in the
business at Sprague, Harrington and Dal'en
port, he succeeded in stirring up more trouble
of a political nature than any other person II'ho
ever resided in the county. The subsequent
movements of this Populist editor are equally
as interesting as those in the Big Bend coun
try. In 1899 we find him publishing the San
Juan N e"'<i!S on the Island of Porto Rico-and
in trouble. The following press dispatch ex
plains the nature of his difficulty:

"San Juan, Porto Rico, April 12. 1899-
"

The supreme court has confiscated an issue or
the San Juan Ne"'&s, an American newspaper
published here, for criticising the court last
week. The N e'Ws printed an extract from Gen
eral' Fred D. Grant's report stating that the
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pono Rico judiciary is corrupt, and referring
particularly to the lower courts.

"General Henry warned the N C'"lVS to de
sist. but the action of the supreme court today
,ras taken without the consent of General '
Henry. who countermanded it. The same su
preme court also demanded that the News sub
mit all its articles to it before publication. Gen
eral Henry disapproves of this and there is
l11uch feeling among the Americans on account
of the incident."

Mr. De Rackin. a short time after this in
cident. went to the Philippine Islands and en
gaged in the publication of a magazine. In
1904 he received an appointment as representa
tive from the Philippine Islands at the St.
Louis Exposition, and had charge of the ex
hibits from our, eastern possessions at the big
. .
talr.

Early in February, 1896, F. W. Middaugh
and John O. Moore began the publication of
the Hanington Independent. a bright, newsy
little six-column paper, which commanded the
business support of the town in which it was
published. The plant was one leased from the
Medical Lake Ledger office. As its name sug
gests the Independent affiliated with no poli
tical party when it started on its career, but with
the opening of the 1896 campaign it suddenly
embraced the Populist faith and announced
that thereafter: it would devote its energies to
fighting the "money power." The Independ
cnt's exchanges were caustic enough to say that
money had, doubtless, exerted a powerful in
fluence of the Harrington editor. In August,
1&)6, the Independent plant was removed to
Davenport by its owners and the Lincoln Coun
t}, Populist appeared. Here was a peculiar
mOve in newspaper circles. The Populist
People's Banner transferred its plant from
Davenport to Harrington and the Populist In
dcpclldent at the same time moved from Har-

•

nngton to Davenport. During the life of the
Populist in Davenport there were many changes
1Il proprietorship and editorial management.

The paper was started by F. \V. :Middaugh.
In January, 1897, an interest was purchased by
Charles H. McCourt, a young man who had
had considerable experience in the profession,
having published papers at St. Croix, Wiscon
sin, and Ortonville, Minnesota. Other change5
were made from time to time, Mr. Middaugh
each time retaining an interest in the paper un
til January 1, 1898. At that period Mr. Mid
daugh's interest was purchased by Mrs. Joseph
Sessions. This left the management in the
hands of Mrs. Sessions and Mr. W. E. Grant.
Mr. Middaugh continued to edit the paper,
however, until July I, 1898, when the Populist
plant was leased to J. J. Sargent and G. \IV.
Curtis, who conducted it during the campaign
of 1898. Mr. Sargent was an experienced
newspaper man, having been for five years city
editor of the Rock Island, Illinois, Register,
and having also published papers at Dawson,
Dakota, and Pullman. \IVashington.

The election of 1898 resulted disastrously
to the Populist party in all parts of the state
of Washington, and as a natural consequence
brought about the suspension of many organs
of that party. The Lincoln County Populist
did not suspend, but January 7. 1899. it ap
peared as an independent paper and with the
name changed to Lincoln County Mirror. On
the date· of this change of heart McCourt &
Curtis became the publishers. In September
of the same year Mr. McCourt disposed of
his interest in the Mirror to Bert Grube, and
for the succeeding few months the paper was
conducted under the firm name of Curtis &

•

Grube. The junior member of the firm soon
tired of newspaper life and Mr. Curtis became
the sole publisher. Disaster overtook the M ir
ror at the beginning of the year 1900, and it
was relegated to the journalistic cemetery. A
"whereas" on the door announced that the rude
hand of the law was upon the plant in the na
ture of a sheriff's notice of sale upon a fore-

I closure of mortgage. The Mirror plant was
taken to the town of Chesaw. on the north half
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of the Colville Indian Reservation by Fred J.
Fine, \\"ho established the Chesaw Times, a
j oumal destined to survive but a brief period.

It is doubtful if many residents of Daven
port will remember that the Davenport Courier
was at one time a newspaper published in their
town. The Courier enjoyed but a brief career.
In fact it "died a bomin." This was in Decem
ber, I 896. Messrs. Fine & Miller were the
publishers, and the first issue proved to be the
last. Mr. Fine appeared to have been the
moneyed man of the firm, and it is alleged that
his partner, after involving him in debt, cle
parted suddenly and mysteriously for other
fields, leaving Mr. Fine to foot the bills. This
action seriously embarrassed the remaining
partner of the firm, and other complications
arising as to the ownership of the plant, the en
terprise was abandoned.

From December 4, 1896, until June. 1897,
the town of Sprague, which a short time before
had boasted of a daily paper and two or three
excellent weeklies, was without a newspaper,
too much discouraged to support even a weekly.
Then there appeared a small, three-column,
eight-page pamphlet labeled the Sprague
Times, and fathered by T. F. Sullivan, former
ly employed by Mr. Winship on the Hera/d.
The first year's experience in editing the Timcs
was not a success financially and Mr. Sullivan's
pathway was not strewn with roses. Septem
ber I, 1899, Mr. R. D. Anderson purchased the
plant and has since continued the publication
of the Times. Mr. Anderson, upon purchasing
the paper, made it a seven-column folio with
two columns patent. September 12, 1902, the
form of the paper was changed to a five-col
umn quarto, four pages being printed at home,
which form it still retains. The Tim.es is a
Republican paper.

During the campaign of 1898 the Demo
cratic party desired to have an organ at the
county seat. Accordingly arrangements were
made with Rufus P. \\food, proprietor of the
Medical Lake Ledger, to remove his plant to

Davenport and there issue a Democr"tl'c
a paper

I~ was October 14th before the first number oi
hIS paper, the Davenport Chronicle, made its
appearance. The new paper was a five-column
quarto carrying four pages of patent matter.
Mr. vVood was a young gentleman who had
had considerable experience in ne\\"spaper
work, havmg edIted the Medical Lake Ledger
for several years, and he made the Chrollicle
a creditable publication. The field in Daven
port for several years had been filled to over
flowing-there being the Lincoln COllllty
Ti,nes, Lincoln County Mil'ror, and the Chron
icle. The inevitable happened. The Chronicle
suspended in April, 1900, outliving one of its
contemporaries, the Mirror, only a short time.
Mr. Wood took the Chronicle plant to Colville
where he commenced the pnblication of the
Steve-liS Co1/nty Reo-veil/e,

Novenlber II, 1898, the Harringt()1J Citi
zen was printed for the first time. It was a
six-column" folio with two of its four pages
patent and was independent in politics. James
R. Goodwin purchased the plant and established
the Citizen, being assisted by Verne L. Joslyn.
January 13, 1899, Mr. Joslyn leased the plant
from Mr. Goodwin and conducted the paper
alone. He made it an all-home print affair
which feature was continued only about six
months. July 7, 1899, the Citizen passed intt}
the hands, by lease, of G. E. Shawler, who re
mained in charge until June 29, 1900, when"
Mr. Goodwin again took charge. W. M.
Miller presided at the editorial desk until De
cember 14th. Under Mr. Goodwin's manage
ment and Mr. Miller.'s editorship the Citize1I
became Democratic in politics, and during the
campaign of 1900 supported Mr. Bryan for
president, and the county fusion ticket. The
paper was enlarged to a seven-column folio
and greatly improved. September 27, I<)OI,

the Citizen plant was purchased by C. G. Gar
retson, a young man who had recently grad
uated from Williams College. Mrs. Garret
son was made associate editor. Under this new
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arrangement the paper became Republican in
politics. James Goodwin, its founder, repur
chased the Citizen October 2, 1903, and turned
its politics again into the Democratic channel.
The Citisen is now a five-column, six-page pa
per and all printed at home. It is a live, newsy
journal and its columns are weekly filled with
interesting local and county news.

The town of Almira was without a news
paper from the suspension of the Democrat
early in 1892 until August IO, I900. On this
date C. C. Hammerly and G. A. Northrup
launched the Big Bend Outlook, which ap
peared as a six-column folio, with patent feat
ures. Mr. Hammerly was editor and Mr.
~orthrup business manager. August 5, 19°1,
Mr. Hammerly purchased his partner's inter
est and became editor and proprietor. Since
March 28, 1902, the Outlook has been a five
column quarto, four pages patent. The po
litical complexion of the Olltlook is Repub
lican.

The Democratic Davenport Chronicle had
been "out of print" only a few months when
the salutatory of a new Democratic paper for
Davenport was written. The name of the new
venture was the Davenport Tribllne and was
issued September 6, 1900, by James Odgers,
who for many years previous had been the pub
lisher of the Coulee Cit)' News. To many the
field would not have appeared an inviting one
for a Democratic newspaper. Davenport was
a journalistic cemetery filled with the graves
of political papers which had supported Demo
cratic and Populistic principles. But the Tri
bIllie was a success from its inception. It began
life as a five-column quarto, with four pages
patent, but soon increased to a six-column pa
per. It remained this size until November 14.
1902, when it became a seven-column folio all
home print. The Tribune plant is an excellent
one, having a large power press and all the
latest improved printing machinery. The Tri
bune is strongly Democratic and is the leading
paper of that faith in the county.

The Reardan Gazette was established May
3, 190I , by O. B. Setters. The paper was·
started as a four-column quarto, four pages
patent. July 19th of that year Mr. Setters se
cured the services of J. J. Sargent, a practical
newspaper man who was associate editor for.
one year. August 28, 1903, the Gazette was
sold to Mr. J. P. Taylor, an old-time news
paper man from Minnesota. Mr. Taylor at
once enlarged the paper to a five-column quarto
which form it still retains. He is publishing
a very newsy periodical supported liberally by
the people of Reardan. The Gazette is Re
publican in pOlitics.

May 10, 190I, the Odessa Reco'rd, a six
column folio, Republican paper, was established
at Odessa. March 14, 1902, the paper was pur
chased by R. S. Crowl, of Grafton, North Da
kota, who soon afterward enlarged it to a
seven-column folio and made other improve
ments. During the summer of 1903 Mr. Crowl
sold the Record to W. C. Weik, and in the fall
of the same year. repurchased an interest. It
is now published under the firm name of \Veik
& Crowl.

The first number of the Creston News was
issued August 9, 1901. The News was estab
lished by D. Frank Peffley and was a six-col
umn folio, of which two pages were patent.
Tuesday night, February 4, 1902, the plant
was entirely destroyed by fire. Only small in
surance was carried and the loss to Mr. Peffley
was considerable. A new plant was immediate
ly secured and the paper resumed publication.
The News is a Republican paper and has re
cently been enlarged, being now a six-solumn
folio, all printed at home. Miss Sadie Peffley
is business manager.

The W ilbur Sentinel was established Sep
tember 13, 1901. The plant was brought down
from Keller, on the south half of the Colville
Indian Reservation where it had been used in
the publication of the Keller Miner. The Sen
tinel was first published by Robert Robb, M. E.
Robb and W. B. Robb, but a short time after
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its establishment was under the exclusive con
trol of M. E. Robb. It was a seven-colunm
folio. all home print and was independent in
politics. The form was soon changed to a five
column quarto. July I. 1902. the SClltillCl was
purchased by N. C. Davenport. of Sherman,
and has since been of the Democratic per
suasion. The paper is an all home print publi
catlOn.

At the beginning of the year 1903 the en
terprising business men of Downs decided that
a newspaper was something greatly to be de
sired. No newspaper man was to be secure
at once and the Downs Business Men's Associa
tion undertook the publication of the Doce'lls
Dispatch. Dr. Frier was made editor in chief
of the new enterprise and he was ably assisted
by other citizens of the town. The press work
was done in the office of the Harrillgtoll Citi
ZCII.. the edition being mailed from Downs.
June I, 1903, Mr. C. G. Garretson put in a
plant at Downs and continued the publication
of the Dispatch, James Goodwin being installed
as local manager. October 2d Boyd H. Ar
thur purchased the Dispatch and published it
until the first of the year when he moved the
plant to Edwall and started the press. The
people of Downs were not to be without a pa
per however, and the Business Men's Asso
ciation again began publishing the Dispatch.
This they continued until April I. 1904. when
Mr. O. U. Hawkins brought in a plant and the
name and good will of the paper were turned
o\'er to him. He changed the form of the pa
per from a five-column folio to a four-colunm
(:uarto, with four pages patent.

The M eSSCllgcl' is the name of a weekly re
ligious paper published by C. C. Hammedy
from the Outlook office. Almira. The M cs
sCllger is devoted to religious news from eastern
\Vashington and Northern Idaho. It was es
tablished February 26, 1903.

Lee McCarty began publishing the NC"&s
at Almira March 17, 1903. The News was a
seven-column folio and Democratic. It was

maintained for little less than a vear .1 .
J ,\\ len It

was sold to C. C. Hammerly. proprietor of the
Big Bcnd Ol~tloo~. He disposed of the plant
and was agam WIthout opposition in the Al
mira field. The N C'WS had been established a
short time when the plant "'as destroyed b
fire. Mr. McCarty immediately procured ~
ne,,· plant and resumed.

The town of Edwall had a newspaper is
sued within its limits February 13. 1904.
Boyd H. Arthur, who for some time previous
had been publishing the Dowlls Dispatch,
moved his plant to Edwall and on that date
launched the Edwall Press. The Prcss is a
five-column quarto, having six pages of patent
matter. It is independent in politics.

EDITORIAL SECTION.

For many years the publishers of Lincoln
county followed a throat-cutting system of bid
ding on legal notices that all but ruined the
newspaper business in the county. All legal no
tices. whether they ran three weeks or 1\\'0

months, whether they occupied a three inch
space or a seven inch space. were published for
the same price, and that price was generally
too low. This mistake of the publishers was
rectified at a meeting of Lincoln county news
paper men held at Davenport, March ro, 1900,
The meeting proved very harnlonious and a
uniform price was decided upon which all
agreed to maintain. Thus a source of revenue
was opened to the publishers which heretofore

had yielded nothing but work.
Not until July, 19°2, was there any editor

ial association of publishers organized in the
Big Bend country. July 21st a nurnber of
newspaper men from Central \Vashington as
sembled at the Grand Hotel, Spokane, and or
ganized the Big Bend Editorial Association.
Those who took part in the formation of this
organization were O. B. Setters, of the Rear
dan Gazettc; C. G. Garretson, of the Harring
ton Citizen; D. F. Peffley, of the Creston News;
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Howard Spining, of the Wilbur Register; W.
S. Swenson, of the RitZ"uille Times; A. A. Mc
Intyre, of the Big Belld Chief; J. F. Dealy, of
the Hatton Hustler; R. D. Anderson, of the
Sprague Times; and L. A. Inkster, of the Ll:n
colli COllllt}' Timcs. A constitution and by-llws
were adopted and an organization \I'as put on
ioot wh:ch h?s resulted in good for the publish-

".'. I I ' "' t ( ~~ .... ' J' '1 ~ ~-c "Ie al'11'13 '11°C'11 0' )ters III er J __ ... ',_.0'. ". .,. v'
the association was held at Da\'enport, Monday.

March 27, 190 3.
A business meeting was held at the [OO::lS '

of the Commercial Club in the afternoon. and
a reception and banquet was tendered the edit
ors in the evening at the Hotel Vendome by
the Commercial Club. Those in attendance
were O. B. Setters. Howard Spining, D. Frank
Peffley, R. S. Crowl, C. C. Hammerly, L. A.
Inkster, James Odgers.

The business meeting was a very interesting
one, many papers of value to the fraternity be
ing read. The banquet in the evening was at
tended by the editors and all the prominent
business men of Davenport and their wives, and
was a most enjoyable affair. The following
officers were elected: James Odgers. presi
dent; Howard Spining. vice-president: L. A.
Inkster, secretary; C. G. Garretson, treasurer.

The editors performed a good day's work
in Davenport, both for themselves and the pub
lic, in getting together and considering those
questions which they constantly have to meet
in the discharge of their duties as ne\l'spaper
men.

DOUGLAS COUNTY.

Douglas. not having been settled until sev
eral years later than its neighboring county,
Lincoln, and not yet having reached the im
Jlortance enjoyed by the latter o\l'ing to its more
thickly populated condition, has not enjoyed
such a varied experience in the newspaper line.
Sixteen weeklies and one monthly publication
have been established within the boundaries of

the county, and of this number seven weeklies
are published at the present writing.

The first paper published in Douglas coun
ty was the Big Bend Empire, which was for
the first time printed February 16, 1888, at
\11,1aterville. The Empire was estabI ished by
L. E. Kellogg, who is certainly entitled to rank
as one of the pioneer newspaper men of eastern
\VashingteJ:]. He is :l ;l',ti','e of Ohio, having
been born at Ashtabula, August 3, 1850. He
received a common school education, taught
s:l1od. and after serving his apprenticeship on
country newspapers, he turned his face toward
\11,1 ashington territory in 1876. He came to
Colfax, \Vhitman county. and formed a part
nership with Charles B. Hopkins. They es
tablished the Palouse Ga:;ctfe that year, the
first newspaper published in \Vashington north
of the Snake river. He continued to publish
the Ga:::ette for two years. when he sold his
interest to his partner and started the N orth
«'est Tribulle, which paper he afterwarLI re
moved to Cheney.

It was during the winter of 1887-8 that
Mr. Kellogg decided to put in a paper in the
western Big Bend. He brought his plant to
Ritzville, and from there he started out for
Waterville with his army press and type, by
wgaon across the trackless desert country. In
cidental to the trip was the breaking down of
the wagons, becoming snow-bound, the ex
hausting of food and fuel. and finally the aban
donment of the entire outfit, while the teamsters
made their way into \Vaterville for assistance.
But Mr. Kellogg was accustomed to pioneering
by this time, and the little incon\'enience such
as he encountered on the way did not deter
him from his purpose of flying a newspaper in
Waterville. February 16, 1888, the first num
ber was issued, a six column folio, of which two
pages were patent. Although Mr. Kellogg has
always been an ardent Republican he believed
that the pioneer paper of 'Waterville should de
vote its whole energy to the upbuilding of the
town and county, and the Empire held a neu-
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tral course in politics until the opposing party
had an organ, when it immediately announced
itself a Republican paper and such it has re
mained since. The first few months of the
Empire's existence were anything but profit
able. \iVaterviUe, at the time the paper was
started, consisted of only five or six buildings
and it was a bold undertaking to attempt to
make a living from the proceeds. The old
army press was worn out and had to be re
placed. Mr. KeUogg had no money with which
to purchase another; neither did any of the set
tlers in the vicinity. One day, so goes the
story, Mr. KeUogg went to his friend, R. S.
Steiner, and related his troubles; how it would
be necessary to get a new press if the Empire
was to continue publication; and how he could
get the new machine if he had only $50 with
which to make the first payment. Mr. Steiner

did not have the money, but he said there was
a man liying at Douglas named Fitzgerald who
generally had money, and it might be possible

to get it there. A note for the amount was

made out in favor of Mr. Fitzgerald and joint
ly signed by Mr. KeUogg and Mr. Steiner. The
editor then left to look up the man who was
alleged to have money, and although a perfect
stranger, Mr. Kellogg secured the necessary

$50 and in due time secured his new press.
The healthy growth of V';aterviUe during

the summer and fall of 1888 had its effect on
the fortunes of the Empire, and on September

6th it ,,'as enlarged to an eight-column folio.

Adyertising patronage increased and May 30,
of the foUowing year the Empire became all
home print and was printed from new type,

which greatly improved the appearance. In

the faU of 1889 it again returned to
its patent pages and it was not until
the faU of 1891 that it again became an all

home print paper, which form it retained for
several years, in 1892, being increased to seven

columns. June 25, 1891, Mr. KeUogg retired
from the management of the paper, seUing to

D. C. De Galia, who was, also, the owner of

the Waterville Immigrant. The ne\"
. . ' Owner

dlscontmued the latter. paper upon ass .. ummg
charge of the Empzrc. Mr. De Galia left 1
E . S t le

mpl.Te eptember 7, 1893, leasing the plant to
Joseph G. Tuttle, who had been employed on
the paper a year past. September 1, 1894, the
plant was purchased by Edward Johnson, who
was also the editor and proprietor of the DOl/O'-

b

las COllnty Democrat. It was his intelllion to
conduct the Empire as an organ of the People's
party, but he aUowed the journal to continue as
a Republican paper. during the campaign, it
being ably conducted during this period bv

-Frank M. Dallam and Joseph G. Tuttle. In
December, 1894, Mr. Johnson, who noll' Owned
both the Democrat and Empirc, consolidated
the two and publication was continued as the
Empirc. The paper was leased at this time by
Fred McDermott and Joseph G. Tuttle, the
former being editor and the latter business
manager. At the termination of a one year's
lease these gentlemen purchased the plant and
conducted it as partners until December 7,
1899, when Mr. Tuttle purchased his partner's
interest. During these years the Empire was
issued part of the time as a six-column folio,

and again as a seven-column folio. August 13,
1903, the size was increased to an eight-column
folio, patent outsides, which form it still re

tains.
The second paper to be printed in Douglas

county was the Watervillc Immigrant. This

was started by Jerry Nunan, March 23. 188g.
The Immigrant was a seven-column folio and
was launched during the propserous days of

\iVaterviUe and the Big Bend country. In Oc
tober, 1890, Mr. Edward Johnson, of Spokane
Falls, and D. C. De Galia purchased the plant
from Mr. Nunan and continued the publica

tion until June, 1891. At that time Mr. De
Galia became the owner of the Empirc and the
two Waterville papers were consolidated and

run under the Empire heading.
"Orondo, the town which "held the key.

but \Yhich, it may be added, never unlocked
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anything, had a paper in the early days which
under the management of Dr. J. B. Smith tried
hard to secure a proper recognition of the
claims of Orondo. This was the Orondo
News. Dr. Smith purchased the old Empire
plant and in July, 1889, issued the first number
of his paper. Orondo was the smallest town in
the Territory at the time supporting a news
paper, and it is doubtful if a smaller town ever
had a paper published in it for so long a time
as had this Columbia river town. There were
other factors which combined to make a repu
tation for the Ne-..vs. It appears on good au
thority that the editor of that journal was a
poet. But unlike so many other newspaper
men who are poets, Dr. Smith persisted in
publishing his effusions, in oppositon to pro
tests from all over the country. Dr. Smith
was aggressive to a remarkable degree and was
tender of criticism. However, he could give
and take with a fairly good grace, and usually
gave more than he received. All of these
things taken together made the N e-..vs a highly
interesting and picturesque paper. It was no
Sunday school picnic, this conducting a news
paper at Orondo. The following from the
Big Bend Empire of March, 1895, tells a part
of the story concerning the struggles of the
News:

"About the time the first gentle zephyrs of
an impending boom were wafted up the Colum
bia, and it was discovered that 'Orondo held
the key,' that the world might know this fact,
it was decided that Mr. Charieo Preston, an
Ar printer, and all-around newspaper man who
had become charmed with the location of
Orondo, should order a plant and began the
publication of a newspaper. A part of
the outfit to used in the jobbing de
partment was ordered from the east, and
the first plant of the pioneer Douglas
county paper-the Empire-which was about
to be discarded for a better dress. was
purchased. Some delays were occasioned, dur-
•
mg which time Mr. Preston decided not to

go into the venture on his own responsibility,
and Dr. Smith stepped in. Along about July,
1889, the Orondo News was born. A fellow
by the name of Lyons put up the type for a
time, after which came a printer and his wife,
named Gillihan, who jumped the job in the
course of a few weeks. It was reported that
he was obliged to take his salary in Orondo
town lots. Mr. Preston again went on, get
ting the paper out until about the latter part of
April, 1890, when he was called as a witness
in a case at Conconully. One page of the
News had been set up and printed, the other
half remaining to be done, but off to the Okan
ogan county seat the printer had to go. He was
absent three or four weeks.

"Meantime Dr. Smith, who, we believe,
was on one of his occasional meanderings up
the Entiat or down to Wenatchee, returned
after about ten days, and finding two weeks'
papers unprinted and the printer gone, he
pulled out for Waterville to secure help. From
\Vaterville the doctor wandered out over the
prairie, tramping something like 30 miles in
one day. Just at moonrise he found the house
of Fred McDermott, who, taking compassion
upon the doctor, and being moved by the piti
fulness of the situation, went down in :J. day
or two and the Orondo News was again re
vived, the sheet appearing with the title page
bearing one date and the local that of three
weeks later. The only serious question, if we
remember, was that of the volume number, it
finally being decided to make a statement to
such effect, and count them all in, for in after
years, when Orondo should have become a city
of metropolitan dimensions it might be im
portant to have the age of its pioneer journal
trully and accurately without lapse or mis
calculation."

The Ne-..vs struggled on until November,
1890, when it suspended.

The second oldest paper in the county is
the Coulee City News. It was started June
20, 1890, by James Odgers. This was before
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the Central \Vashington railway had extended
to Coulee City and the plant was carted to its
place of publication from Almira. The News
from its inception was a very healthy publi
cation, and that the people of the new and en
terprising town were in sympathy with the en
terprise was manifested in the liberal support
the paper received from the outset.

The News and its proprietor did much for
settlement of Douglas county. Being there
before the railroad they helped to blaze the
way and make the path straight for those who
followed. The News was a staunch Republi
can paper up to the campaign of 1896, when
it supported the Democratic ticket and ul
timately landed in the Democratic camp.
While Mr. Odgers was proprietor of the News
until 1903, there were several parties who tried
their hand at the editorial desk. In May, 1893,
J. S. Sinclair leased the plant and continued to
issue it off and on until December, 1894.
These were trying times for newspaper men
in \Vashington and several times the N e'1C'S

suspended, only to be resurrected again and
again struggle for an existence. Mr. Odgers
again becoming editor in December, 1894. con
tinued to direct the utterances of the N e'1('S

until August 24, 1900, when he went to Dav
enport to establish the Tribune. Lee Odgers
then conducted the N e'1('S until February 15,
1901, when N. E. Barnett leased the plant.
The first of the year 1902 Mr. Barnett in
creased the size of the paper from a five-column
folio to a six-column folio, two pages being
printed at home. From September 16, H)02
to February 24, 1903 D. J. Jones conducted
the paper for Mr. Odgers. February 24, 1903.
Mr. Odgers sold the Ne·ws to Dan J. Jones who
still owns and edits it. Upon M r. Jones as
suming ownership the Ne'1uS was again made a
Republican organ.

Following the suspension of the Orondo
News Dr. J. B. Smith removed the plant to
Waterville and in the spring of 1891 started
the Douglas COlt1lty Democrat. For a time

he edited the paper, but later it passed into
the hands of J. J. Graves, an experienced news
paper man. In 1894 we find the Democrat
owned by Edward Johnson. Up to the
spring of 1894 the paper was. as its name
implied, Democratic, but the Populists of
\;IJaterville at this time being anxious to con
trol an organ, made overtures to the Democrat
publisher and as a result that paper at once
became intensely populistic in its utterances.
December I, 1894, Mr. Johnson purchased
the Empire and discontinued the publication
of the Democrat.

The Rock Islalld Sun was the name of a
Republican campaign sheet published at Rock
Island, in Douglas county. from August, 18<)2,
until after the election of that year, by Pen
rose & Adams. This plant was mO\'ed to
\Vaterville and the Index started.

Another journal which participated in the
campaign of 1892 was The Eye, the initial
number of which appeared in September. In
November it suspended. The Eye looked out
for the interests of the People's party and was
edited by E. P. Tyler.

The Bridgeport Stmldard was established
in November, 1892, by T. P. Hopp, and was
published for a number of years. In 1894
the Stalldard suspended publication and the
plant was taken to Conconully to replace the
Okanogan Outlook plant destroyed in the
floods. Mr. Hopp re-established the Stalldard
that fall, purchasing a complete new outfit, and
continued publication of the paper for several
years.

In the fall of 1892 John James Graves
purchased the plant of the Rock Islalld Still
and transported it to \Vaterville where, on
December 3d he established the Waferi.l;l/e
Index a six-column folio. an all-home print, .
paper. The Index was intensely Democratic
and Mr. Graves, who was a journalist with an
experience of twenty years, succeeded in giv
ing Waterville a very creditable paper, In
January, 1895, E. R. Tyler, the former pub-
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lisher of The Eye, purchased .the Iudex and
conducted it on Pop\llistic principles. Dr. J.
B. Smith, the erst "'hile publisher of the Oroudo
Sews, again broke into the newspaper field
and secured control of the Index after it had
for a time been conducted by Mr. Tyler. In
August, 1898, the plant was purchased. by I
Harry Nunan, who, also, had formerly been' I
engaged in ne"'spaper work in Douglas coun· i

. tv. The new proprietor conducted the Judex I
until the following spring, when he took the
plant to Seattle.

From December 3. 1892. until December
27, 1901, a period of nine years, not a news
paper was established in Douglas county. This
period represented the times of depression and
the newspaper business is the first to feel the
effects of these conditions. Although no new
ones were placed on their feet several which
had been previously started were suspended.
It was December 27, 190I, that A. A. Mc
Intyre printed the first number of the Big
Belld Chief at \Vilsoncreek. It was a five
column quarto "'ith four pages of patent mat- I
ter. ;\ovember 27. 1903. the Chief was pur- I

chased by Barney Martin, who still conducts I
it. . The Chief, since its founding. has been an I
independent paper. I

The Hartlille Standard was established I
April 1I, 1902. by Spining & Bassett. who i
were at that time publishers. also. of the Wil~

bur Register. The Sta.ndard was established
as a five-column quarto with four pages of
patent matter. which is the form it still retains.
William Baillie was installed as editor and
local business manager. August 8th of the
same year. Richard F. Steele assumed charge
and remained with the Standard until April
IO, Ig03, when A. P. Rose took charge. Au
gust: 2I, 1903, 'IN. H. Hughes became the local
manager for Spining & Bassett. Mr. Bassett
sold his interest in the newspaper business to
his partner August 2. 1903. and on the 15th
day of January, 1904, Mr. Hughes bought the
Stalldard plant from Howard Spining.

63

The Coulee City Review was a newspaper
established in Coulee City :1I'1ay 16, 19°2, by
Spining & Bassett. The Revicw \\'as a four
column quarto, carrying four pages of patent
matter. For nearly a year F. C. Gibson was
the local manager of the paper, he being suc
ceeded March 20, 1903, by A. P. Rose. Mr.
Rose left after only a few weeks' service on the
Review to take charge of the Hartlille Stml
dard, and his place was taken by J. Gould.
Publication of the Re-uiew was suspended in
May, 1903, and the plant was shipped to
Wilbur.

From the spring of 1899 until August 7,
1902, the Big Belld Elnpire alone occupied the
newspaper field of Waterville. On the latter
date Trimble & Jacobson put forth a Demo
cratic paper in the county seat town. This
was the Douglas County Press, a five-column
quarto, four pages being printed at home.
April 9. 1903, Ben Spear purchased Mr.
Jacobson's interest and the publishing firm be
came Trimble & Spear. Ivlarch 3. 1904, Mr.
Spear purchased his partner's iriterest and now
publishes the Press, the only Democratic paper
in Douglas county.

.Arthur W. Henning for a time published
at \Vilsoncreek a monthly journal devoted to
farming interests. This was the N ort/m-est
Review and it made its first appearance in No
vember, 1902. Mr. Henning did not put in
a plant, the press work being done in Spokane.

In July, 1903, D. C. Ashmun, of Enum
claw, decided that Quincy was large enough to
support a newspaper and he accordingly
started the Quincy Record. In October. S.
Gardner Shaw was installed as manager of the
paper. Financially the Record was not a suc
cess and after a few months publication was
suspended. January I, 1904, Mr. Shaw se
cured possession of the plant and resumed pub
lication under the name of the Qltincv 01lill.o _

The' Quill is a four-column, six-page paper and
is all printed at home.

B. N. Kennedy established the Bridgeport
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Post April 1,19°4. The Post is a six-column
folio with two patent pages and is Republi
can in politics.

ADAMS COliNTY.

The first ne\\'spaper printed in Adams
county was taken from the press May 12, 1885.
This paper was labeled Adams County Record,
and it was printed from an outfit brought to
Ritzville by G. E. Blankenship, who is now a
resident of Olympia. The starting of this pio
neer paper could not have becn done with the
idea of "filling a long felt want." Ritzvillc, at
that date could not boast of over IOO popula
tion, and it is doubtful if the whole of Adams
countv could muster 400 men, women and chil-

o

dren. Ylr. Blankenship conducted the paper
only a few months, selling to J. B. Whittlesey
and S. A. Wells. The former was the North
ern Pacific station agent and the latter an at
torney who had taken an active part in the af
fairs relating to Ritzville and Adams county.
The Record continued to be published by
l\-Iessrs. \Vhittlesey and \Vells until January or
February, 1887, when it was suspended.

But the people of Adams county de;lr~u a
paper and they were not destined to remain
long without one. The Record plant still re
mained in Ritzville, and this was secured by
\Y. E. Blackmer, who launched the Adams
COl/lIt,y Times July 2, 1887. For many years
1\o1r. Blackmer continued to preside O\oer the
destiny of this, the only paper in the county.
until December, 1894. In the disastrous fire
of June 6, 1888, the Times was almost com
pletely destroyed, the loss being placed at $1,
200, cO\'ered by $500 insurance. A new outfit
was secured within a few weeks and the Times
like a phoenix, rose from its ashes. In his
first issue after the paper was on its feet again
Editor Blackmer said:

"Things in general are coming rather
<rocky' for us at present. Just as we were
feeling at home in our new house it \\'as burned,

and we were left homeless' our printing. ' press
was warped, tWIsted, sprung and melted until
It looked lIke anythmg but material belongin
tth ' ., g
a e art preservatIve; one of the insurance

companies, who had several losses, refuses to
pay all except ours, and because there is no
hole to crawl through we are compelled to wait
the full 60 days; and last, but not least, several
of our exchanges have 'cut' us because the
Times did not appear for 30 days. This is
rough, especially so when taking into consider
ation that the only pair of scissors \I'as lost in
the late conflagration, and we now have to bor
row our wife's button-hole cutter to mutilate
the exchanges which have stuck to us."

January I, 1894, the Times became the
property of F. P. Greene and J. D. Crosette,
the latter having had editorial charge for some
time previous. The name was changed from
the Adams COLinty Times to Rit:wi/le Times.
Again the Times came under the control of Mr.
Blackmer as we find that he was in the posses
sion during the campaign of 1894, and he con
tinued as the owner of the paper until the fall
of 1896. January I st, of that year the plant
was leased by Mr. Blackmer to James .'\. Ewe!!,
who had been employed on the paper for some
time. Under Mr. Ewell's management the

ITill'us was a free silver Republican organ.
October 3, 1896, Jesse Dorman. Il'ho was

the proprietor of the RitZ-ville Mail. purchased
the Times of Mr. Blackmer and consolidated
the two papers, continuing publication under
the name of Rit:rville Times. It nOlI' became
Populistic in politics. During the next fell'
years there were many changes in the owner
ship and politics of the Times. Orris Dor
man secured control and published it for some
time. The first of the year 1899 it passed into
the hands of \Y. O. Lewis and R. N. Hender
son, who started out to publish a nonpartisan
paper. Mr. Henderson remained with the
journal only a short period, as we find that on
January 27. 1899, W. O. Lewis was sole pub
lisher. February IOth, of the same year, Da-
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vid W. Pettijohn who had been employed on
the Times staff for some time, became a part
ner of Mr. Lewis. November 3d Mr. Petti
john's name appeared alone as publisher. The
latter continued in this capacity until April 12,
1901, when 'vV. S. Swenson, who had been in
the service of the Adams County News for two
years previous, purchased a half-interest. It
has since been published by Pettijohn & Swen
son. The Times is Democratic. It is issued
from a well equipped office and is one of the
leading papers of the great wheat producing
counties of eastern 'vVashington.

Samuel E. De Rackin, who played such a
sensational, but not always successful role in
the newspaper and political history of Lincoln
county during the middle '90's, enjoyed a brief
journalistic experience in Adams county. In
December, 1894, he brought a plant to Ritz
ville and established a Populist paper to which
he gave the name Ritz-ville Mail. Within a
few months' time Mr. De Rackin disposed of
his Adams county newspaper to C. H. Scott.
It appears that the Mail was not destined to re
main under anyone management for a great
length of time, and Mr. \V'illiam King soon
became the editor and proprietor. Later it
passed into the hands of Jesse Dorman. Oc
tober 3. 1896, Mr. Dorman purchased the
Adams Countv Times and discontinued the

•

publication of the Mail. The plant, which had
done service in Ritzville for a little less than
two years, was taken to Pasco.

The Pythian Herald was a monthly pub
lication devoted to the interests of the Knights
of Pythias. It was printed for a few months
at Ritzville, its first number appearing in July,
1895. The publishers were Blackmer & Ewell,
at that period proprietors of the Times. The
Herald was, typographically, a handsome sheet,
and the letter press exhibited evidence of care
ful preparation. Lack of financial support
caused its demise.

It is doing no injustice to the many other
excellent newspaper offices in the Big Bend

country to state that the neatest and best equip
ped office in the territory of which this history
treats, is that of the Adams County News, pub
lished at Ritzville by E. D. Gilson and J. R.
Thompson. The N eu's owns its own home, a
handsome brick building erected especially for
a newspaper office. As one enters the editorial
rooms the idea thoroughly impresses one that
a mistake has been made, and that instead of
entering a printing office he is being ushered
into a parlor. The walls are lined, the tables
are covered and the windows are filled with
curios and works of art, in the examination of
which one might profitably spend many hours.
But not alone in the editorial rooms does the
News appear to good advantage. In the com
posing and press rooms are all the equipments
necessary in a modern printing office. This
handsome collection of curios belong exclu
sively to Mr. Gilson.

The Adams County Ne-<L'S was established
February 2, 1898, by J. A. Thompson, who
was at that time sheriff of Adams county. Al
though an office holder Mr. Thompson con
ducted the News as an independent paper. It
was established as a seven-column folio, with
two pages of patent matter, which form it still
retains. On October 10, 1898, Mr. Thomp
son died, and for a short time the paper was
conducted under the proprietorship of Mrs.
N. E. Thompson. and the management of J.
R. Thompson. In November, 1898. Mr. E.
D. Gilson secured an interest in the business
and since that period it has been conducted by
Mr. Gilson and Mr. J. R. Thompson. The
News is a Republican journal.

July 20, 1901, M. P. Stephens, who had
been engaged in the newspaper business at Har
rington. printed the first issue of the Pahl1
Hub. The Hub ceased to revolve just prior
to the election of 1902.

One of the most interesting, spicy, and best
edited papers in Eastern Washington, one that
is more generally copied than any other in the
same territory, is the Lind Leader, published at
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Lind by Al P. Haas. Mr. Haas is a brilliant
and able writer and is thoroughly versed in the
mechanical branch of the newspaper business.
As a result he has succeeded in bringing the
Leader to the front as one of the prominent
journals of the great wheat belt of Washington.
Mr. Haas came to Lind in the fall of 1&)9,
and on November 4th established the Lind
Herald, a six-column folio, with two pages
patent matter. Politically, it was independent.
He published the Herald for little over a year,
and then, early in December, 1900, he pur
chased a complete new outfit in Portland, Ore
gon, and launched the Lind Leader. He has
been gradually adding material to the plant
until he now has an exceptionally well-equipped
newspaper plant. Among the latest additions
is a Simplex type-setting machine installed in
the spring of 19°4. This was the first Simplex
in Eastern Washington outside of Spokane,
and, according to the Simplex Company, Lind
is the smallest town in the United States in
which one of these machines is in use.

The Washtucna Enterprise was started
l\·Iarch 21, 1902. by Eugene Lawton, formerly
of Everett. The Enterprise under Mr. Law
ton's management was a four-column quarto,
four pages being patent, and was independent
in politics. October 9, 1903, Mr. Lawton sold
the paper to Gale Smith and removed to Walla
Walla, where he accepted a position as man
aging editor of one of the daily papers of that
city. The Enterprise is now a four-column,
twelve-page paper. Under both proprietors it
has been an excellent paper, and has done much
to advance the interests of \Vashtucna.

April 4, 1902, J. F. Dealy, who had form
erly been employed on the Adams County
News, launched the Hatton Hustler, a six
column folio with "patent insides," which he
has since published. January 2. 1903, the
Hustler was enlarged to a quarto, but in July
of the same year it was reduced to its old size.
May 6, 1904, a new press was installed since

which period the Hustler has been a five-column
quarto with four pages patent. It is a bright,
newsy paper, and IS fully appreciated by the
citizens of Hatton.

Another attempt was made to publish a
paper in Paha. Early in 1904 the Adams
Cou-nty Hub, a seven-column folio, with two
pages of home print, was established by the
Hub Publishing Company, of which L. O.
Stewart was the manager. After a few months'
life the Hub suspended.

FRANKLIN COUNTY.

The Pasco Headlight, the pioneer paper of
Franklin county. was thrown to the breeze
February 10, 1888. The paper was in editorial
charge of 1. N. Muncy, not the least versatile
member of the press association. Aside from
editing the journal and managing its business
Mr. Muncy was agent for the sale of a patent
lamp, was a real estate agent, attended all the
county and city conventions as a delegate. and
was also a tiller of the soil. By combining
these various avocations he managed to make
both ends meet.

The Franklin Recorder was established at
Pasco about the first of January, 1897, by C.
T. Geizentanner. The plant was one formerly
used in the publication of the Ritzville (Adams
county), Mail. In May, 1897, Mr. Geizen
tanner purchased the material and good will
of the Pasco N e"<VS, and consolidatecl the two
under the name of the News-Recorder.

Number 1, volume I, of the Franklin
County Register, published at Connell, was IS
sued Friday. September 20, 1901, by A. H.
Harris. Mr. H. L. King, an able newspaper
manager and forceful writer, was installed as
manager. At its inception the Register was a
five-column folio. May 2, 1902, the paper was
enlarged to a seven-column folio, which f?rm
it still retains. February 6, 1904, the RegIster
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passed into the sole possession of Mr. King,
"ho is making a most excellent paper of the
property. Mr. King is, also, United States
Land Commissioner, located at Connell.

The Pasco Pilot was established Septem
ber 7, 1889, by M. V. Harper & Sons. It has
since gone the way of all its predecessors, leav
ing the Express alone in the field.

CHAPTER II.

REMINISCENT.

LOST ON THE PLAINS OF THE BIG BEND.

(From a series of sketches written by
Mrs. W. W. Foote on "Early Times and Old
Time Folk," for the Spokane Spokesman-Re
view. )

By the year 1878 something like a hopeful
and permanent growth had begun in all the
material interests of the vicinity of Spokane.
The little town of Spokane could muster a
population of nearly 200 white persons. \Vith
the influx of population to our city in the year
mentioned came ]. J. Browne. always a promi
nent figure in every enterprise for Spokane's
good. In a field so ripe for harvest ?vlr. Brm,-n
naturally practiced for some years his chosen
profession of the law and no better idea can
be gained of the breezy characters and customs
which prevailed in our community at that time
than by listening to his inimitable portrayal of
some of the experiences which he calls so com
monplace. The tales of frontier life which he
tells in leisure moments ha,-e all the human and
pathos of "Georgia Scenes," and the picturesque
vividness of Eggleston's Hoosier sketches.
One incident which illustrates many phases of
pioneer life in the new country Mr. Browne
thus relates:

Two men had located upon adjoining
ranches in the Medical Lake country, and each
claiming a coveted 40 which adjoined both
farms, there was constant bickering between

the men, and a fresh law suit considerably
oftener than a new moon. At length a violent
encounter occurred and that night, or rather
about four o'clock next morning, Mr. Browne
was awakened by the succession of war whoops
by which it was customary to summon a neigh
bor to his door in those days. The somewhat
unseasonable caller proved to be a man-Cav
anaugh by name who was in the hands of the
sheriff for suspected complicity in the shooting
affray between the two men before mentioned,
Akers and Conover, namely, and was on his
way to Liberty Lake for examination. This
call was to engage Mr. Browne's professional
services in his defense, so in a short time the
attorney followed his client and was on hand
when the trial began early in the day.

TIle justice who presided at the examina
tion was one of those typical solons "'hose con
ception of official duties comprises nothing
further than strict construction of the law and
evidence absolutely cited. The prosecuting at
torney produced such slight evidence as could
be obtained, and read from an old statute book
the law in such case made and provided. Mr.
Browne, provided with a more recent digest,
saw that he could afford to dispense with the
evidence in favor of his client, and read im
pressively to his honor the act by which the
law quoted by his learned adversary had been
repealed. The scrupulous judge dismissed the
prisoner for lack of a law by which to commit
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him, Mr. Browne prudently refraining from
reading the amended re-enactment of the law
which instantly followed the repeal so oppor
tunely cited.

But the Akers-Conover imbroglio was still
to be adjusted, and the same witching hour of
the next morning Mr. Browne, as attorney for
~he latter, was again summoned from his bed
by the same matin haloo from Mr. Cavanaugh
and requested to go to Crab Creek, some fifty
miles away, ;md defend his client, Conover,
against the charge of shooting his neighbor,
Akers. Arriving a day later at the scene of the
trial, Mr. Browne again encountered the pro
secuting attorney, a fiery little Frenchman,
whose English made him a butt in the un
tutored community. The justice in this case
was prone to decide his case in court upon
grounds not strictly covered by law and evi
dence, and the vox populi in this instance was
that of the rancher and the cowboy. These

•

Mr. Browne propitiated by an adroit mimicry
of his opponent's struggles with our language,
thereby ruffling the Gallic temper and afford
ing unconcealed amusement to the court and
spectators. Ascertaining the drift of public
sympathy, Mr. Browne entered the unblushing
plea that the plaintiff in the case was no good,
anyway, that he was more ·than suspected of
cattle stealing, that his client was perfectly
justifiable in shooting so dangerous a man as

•

a means of self defense, and that, as he had
only shot him slightly, by way of a hint,
instead of fatally, as he deserved, the shootee
should take warning and reform, and the inno
cent shooter be dismissed. And he was, though
the session of this frontier court was prolonged
until 3 o'clock a. m.

The next matter on the program of this
celebrated case was the settlement of the at-

. torney' s fees by both of his grateful clients on
the spot in promissory notes, as they were in
the condition laconically described as "broke."
Mr. Browne had with him on this trip his wife
and eldest son, then a baby of one year. Desir-

ing to come home by way of Deep Creek, he
obtained explicit directions over the lonely and
unfamiliar road, and thought he should recog
nize instantly the spring and bunch of willows
at which his course was to deviate from north
to east. But the sky clouded over, a heavy rain
came one and as they traveled in an Open car
riage, and must have been struggling with an
umbrella at the turning point, they went on and
on, presumably to the east, until as the Sun
shone out almost at setting, they discovered
that they were on the wrong side of that lum
inary, as it were, and decided that the line of
timber then heaving into sight was none other
than the banks of the Columbia, and that they
were not less than eighty miles from home.

A ranch-blessed sight-\I'as visible, the
first one seen during the day, and they cast
themselves upon the hospitality of the owner,
a kindy soul who had mated with one of the
daughters of the native race and rejoiced in a
family of a half a dozen half-breed children.

I The host made them welcome to the best he
had, and, ·as his wife was absent, he prepared
the evening meal himself with the skill of long
apprenticeship. A pig's head was boiling over
the fire-place, and to this was added a mixture
of flour and water which served for bread, and
a thinner compound of the same ingredients
was served in the form of gravy. These
viands, with a cup of tea, completed the menu,
to which they sat down with the whole family,
the hostess having returned. The one room,
with its fire-place arid earthen floor, served all
purposes for the family and guests, and all
hands passed the night upon buffalo robes
around the walls. The feelings of the travelers
can be imagined, perhaps, but certainly never
portrayed, when morning revealed the escape
of their team from the ill-fenced pasture, with
small probability of recovering the horses
nearer than Spokane. The alternati\'e of an
eighty-mile walk with a young baby and other
impediments was only a degree less formidable
to Mrs. Browne than a forced sojourn at that
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place alone until the horses could be recovered.
Fortunately the ranch afforded a saddle horse,
upon which the eldest son of the farmer soon
set out by short cuts of the road to
Spokane, hoping to head off the fugi
tives, while Mr. Browne took their trail
to overtake them if possible, and Mrs.
Browne abandoned hersel f to waiting,
she knew not how long. By special interven
tion of Providence, however, the boy sighted
the runaways after a two hours' ride, and Mr.
Browne heard with joy his significant war
whoop from the hill-tops in communication of
the fact. The two soon "surrounded," and
turned and corralled the animals, and a two
days' drive to Spokane was soon begun.

Of the two promissory notes given as at
torney's fees in the cases mentioned, Mr.
Browne says that of Mr. Cavanaugh was pre
sently paid, but the other, a happy-go-lucky, or
unlucky Irishman, let the payment lapse once
and again, promising to pay in stock, hay,
eggs, etc., but never fulfilling until years rolled
away, and Mr. Browne, but for an occasional
reminder from Conover himself would have
forgotten the debt; though, as it covered for
mer transactions, also,· its amount was con
siderable. Finally there came, some five years
after the date of the note, a Jetter from Mr.
Conover couched in the following language:

"Mr. Browne :-Dear sir-I am very sorry
I have been unable to pay your note, but cir
cumstances have made it impossible. I have
no doubt you saved me from the penitentiary.
I fully appreciate your efforts in my behalf,
and I am not ungrateful. I have been more
anxious in the matter than you have, and my
failure to pay has worried me almost beyond
endurance. I cannot sleep and am almost mad
with despair. I will call in a few days, but
thought best to write," etc.

The letter enclosed a clipping from the
Irish Worid, with the request to read care
fully and return-the clipping being an outcry
of the laboring man at $1.50 per day against

the professional man at $10, was taken by Mr.
Browne, in connection with the harrowing let
ter, as a piece of facetiousness on the part of
his queer client. But some two days later the
Irish gentleman appeared in person at Mr.
Browne's office and retracted the pathetic state
ments made in his letter.

"\-Vell, I am glad you have had the grace
to worry about it, at least," said Mr. Browne.

The other went on to tell how he had
worked on the railroad at Pasco until sickness
had laid him up and dissipated all his hard
earnings but $15, which he wanted Mr.
Browne to take and relinquish the note. Mr.
Browne thought this hardly fair, as the note
and interest by that time amounted to some
$75. At the mention of interest, Mr. Conover
jumped up--a full-fledged populist orator
and delivered a carefully prepared speech, one
and one-half hours in length, upon professional
and social topics, quite in the inflammatory
style of his cherished clipping from the Irish
World. He quoted every line Shakespeare
ever wrote upon avarice, greed, and hearts of
stone, and, as it was not a busy day, Mr.
Browne abandoned himself to the entertain
ment thus offered, and felt that he was realiz
ing something on the old debt at last. \Vhen
the tirade was ended Mr. Conover offered to
add a good Winchester rifle to the $15 in pay
ment of the debt, if Mr. Browne would give
up the note then and there. The money was
paid down, the gun promised in a fe\\' days,
and the note handed over, with little expecta
tion on the part of Mr. Browne of ever seeing
or hearing from his queer client again, But
the next morning, upon going to his palatial
residence in the only brick building in the
town, at the corner of Mill and Riverside, there
upon the outer stairs sat Mr. Conover, smiling
contentedly. Mr. Browne asked him to enter,

•

but he said politely, "After you; after you."
Presently he came up the stairs with meas

ured tread and entered the office in military
style, with head erect and gun at shoulder. and
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marching up to Mr. Browne with perfect grav
ity, saluted and said: "Mr. Browne, it gives
me pleasure to present you with this gun; the
finest gun in America; the very gun I shot
Ben Akers with. Do me the favor to keep it
always as a trophy."

Thus ended the pioneer lawyer's experience
with one "bad man from Bitter Creek."

HELL GATE.

Most everyone in eastern \\Tashington
knows of Hell Gate, on the Columbia river.
There are very few, though, that have heard
how a semi-civilized tribe of Indians attempted
to dam the Columbia river at this point for the
purpose of securing a large nugget of gold that
had dropped into the river from an overhang
ing ledge of quartz. For the benefit of those
who have never visited the place a short de
scription of it, as it appears at present will be

•given.
The river at Hell Gate is about 60 yards

wide. The north bank is a butte. or mountain
of quartz formation, about 1,000 feet high.
into which the river has cut so that a perpen
dicular wall of quite a height rises abruptly at
the water's edge. About IS0 yards from this
wall, out in the river, lies a huge rock or island.
It is about a hundred square yards and stands
fifty feet out of the water. About the same
distance from the rock toward the opposite
bank of the river, lies another island almost
the same size. A short distance farther lies
another island which extends almost to the
river's brink. A few rods below the rock wall
on the north bank and the first island lies an
other huge rock about the size of the opening
between the wall and the first island. The
south bank is of a sandy soil \vhich has a gentle
slope to the plateau, about a mile distant.

The Indian legend goes that a white man
was wrecked on the Pacific coast several hun
dred years ago, and being very intelligent and
the first white man ever seen by the Indians,

was in a short while chosen ruler Over one of
the most powerful tribes in the northwest.
After assuming the title of chief he began ex
ploring in the interior country. He followed
the course of the Columbia river until he came
to the place now known as Hell Gate. Here
he discovered a vein of rich quartz. Having
obtained considerable gold prior to this time
he had interested his followers in the yellow
metal and soon had them working diligently.
The river at this time flowed in a canyon, the
south bank being a wall of cement and solid
sand. The north wall had been undermined bv
the river so that the top of it extended sever~1

hundred feet out over the water. vVhile work
ing on this overhanging wall a pocket. or a
large nugget of gold. was discovered. It was
about the size of a full moon, as the Indians
described it, and was thoroughly examined and
tested before the work of removal began. All
the members of the tribe had been summoned
to the place to view the wonderful find and
also to assist in the work of taking it out.
Several years were spent in rigging a contri
vance to lift the wonderful nugget, but at last
all details were completed and the day arrived
for the, by this time. sacred task to begin.

Everything worked like a charm and in a
short while the nugget was on the surface and
being rolled toward the village that had been
established since the first work. several years
before, had begun. \\Then within about 100

feet of being on solid ground the nugget top
pled a trifle to the left and rolled into the river.
A dozen stalwart braves cast their bodies be
fore the moving body, but not in time, for they
were crushed to death in their fruitless at
tempts to stop it. A great commotion was
':<iused bv the accident ;11]d numbers of the
tribe jumped into the water in their wild
despair and were drowned. Time passed
slowly to the disappointed Indians and they
grieved over their heavy Joss. The white chief
had not been idle, though, and one day an
nounced to his followers that he would recover
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the lost treasure. His plan was to cut the
overhanging rock loose from the wall and al
low it to drop into the river, thereby forming
a solid darn. This darn would hold the water
back long enough to allow them to recover the
nugget.

Work was immediately begun and thou
sands of men worked long and hard. Great
ropes and levers were prepared and by the
time the rock was ready to drop every detail
llad been completed. The fall of the year when
the river was low was selected for the time, and
one day the awful crash carne. The ground
trembled as if an earthquake had come, and the
sudden splash caused such a wave of water to
Tun down stream that the work of recovering
the nugget was immediately begun. There
lay the sacred treasure in plain sight and almost
the whole tribe ran into the bed of the stream
to examine it. Considerable time was lost by
this move, however, and the water above rose
bigher and higher. In falling the rock was
broken in several places and the immense
weight of water pressing against it from above
forced one of the pieces out of place and the
water rushed through with such awful force
that nearly the entire tribe· perished. The
break was not large enough, however, to carry
the great sea which had been formed by the
dam. and in :l few davs the cement and sand

•
on the south side of the river began to give
way, and when the sea had entirely run out it
was found that it had carried with it other por
tions of the dam and the entire south wall of
the river, leaving it in about the same shape it
is to-day. The white chief was among the
number lost and the Indians of this day hold
to the belief that he was the devil and only
came among them for the purpose of destroy
ing them.

An Indian would as soon start through a
forest of fire as to attempt to go through Hell
Gate channel, although white men go through
e"ery few days. The Indians claim the devil

is still in there and that he reaches up and
upsets the canoe of every Indian who tries to
pass a certain point in the Gate. It is a fact
known to people living near Hell Gate that any
number of Indians have been drowned at this
point, but this is probably due to fear and mis
management of their boats more than to the
cause assigned by the Indians.-Wilbur
Register.

ORIGIN OF SPOKANE RIVER.

The legend of the origin of the Spokane
river, which has been current among the In
dians for generations, and which is still a
nursery classic among them, is told by Mr. E.
B. Chase. It relates to an amphibious dragon
of colossal proportions which devastated the
Spokane country and swallowed indiscrimi
nately all beasts, birds, reptiles and fishes that
fell in his way, being particularly addicted to
carrying off beautiful maids and plump pa
pooses. He was, apparently, invulnerable to
all weapons and all attempts to capture him
were futile. At length one day after a most
successful raid and a consequent engorgement,
he lay sleeping helplessly down near the pre
sent mouth of the Spokane. Here he was dis
covered by an Indian girl who alarmed her
tribe, and they, thinking to take a mean ad
"antage of the besotted condition of the mon-.
ster, bound him with all the strings, cords,
cables and hawsers available, to every root,
tree and rock in the neighborhood. They then
made a combined assault upon him with fel
onious intent, but only succeeded in giving his
dragonship an uneasy sensation, so that he
roused himself and walked off dragging trees.
rocks, cables, etc., plowing the canyon of the
Spokane river and turning lose the present
volume of water from its bed as he walked,
and finally vanished into the mountains beyond
its source, where he has been seen by "reliable"
witnesses, but from which he never issued

•smce.
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HISTORY OF A CRIME.

The following history of one of the most
sensational shootings in the records of the
northwest, which occurred in Douglas county
in 1886, was published in the Waterville In
land Empire in June, 1889:

"It may not be generally known that al
most in sight of the grand, new court house
that is to serve as a temple of justice in Doug
las county, is a man pursuing his way unmo
lested, who has been indicted by a grand jury
of this county and warrants are now in the pro
per officer's hands for his arrest. As this case
is only familiar to the older settlers, a brief
recital of the circumstances will be of interest
at this time. Three years ago this summer
it was learned by Officer Jack Hubbard, of
Spokane county, that one Campbell Engel, for
whom a reward was said to be offered by the
authorities in Missouri, for murder, was living
on a ranch near the present town of vVater
ville. Officer Hubbard obtained a requisition
from the Governor of Missouri and with all
the necessary papers started for Spokane
Falls on, or about, the first of September, ac
companied by one Frank Aiken, to arrest
Campbell Engel, or Thomas Payne, as he was
known here.

"Arriving in the neighborhood, Officer
Hubbard made a halt to examine the situation
before attempting the arrest. Being assured
the senior Engel was alone, Officer Hubbard
and Sheriff Robbins arrested the old gentleman
and, securing him in a buggy between them.
Hubbard and Aiken started to return to Spo
kane Falls about noon. When some thirty
miles from here, and darkness was coming on,
Officer Hubbard noticed some one pursuing
them on horseback. Suspicious that it was
some one who was coming to rescue their
prisoner, he asked the old gentleman if he
knew who their pursuer was, and was answered
in the negative. The pursuer came nearer till
it was observed that he was armed. Just

where the 'twenty-seven mile post' stands be
tween the two coulees, Officer Hubbard stop
ped his team to learn who their armed pursuer
was. Here was where the awful tragedy
occurred.

"The rider on horseback dismounted and
opened a deadly fire on the party in the buggy,
apparently regardless of who was killed. The
first to fall "'as the aged prisoner, shot through
the body, his lifeless body falling across the
dashboard. Officer Hubbard began returning
the fire, but soon fell mortalh' wounded

• •

Aiken mounted one of the horses and fled for
his life to the nearest settlement and gave an
account of the tragedy. A party immediately
repaired to the battlefield and found the bodies
of Thomas Engel and Officer Hubbard. The
usual formalities of a coroner's inquest were
held, but to this day no one has been arrested
for the terrible crime. Manfred Engel. alias
Payne, has been regularly indicted by a grand
jury for the killing of his father and Officer
Hubbard on or about September 7, 1886. For
more than one year warrants have been in the
hands of the Sheriff of Douglas county for the
arrest of Manfred Engel, alias Payne. and for
some reason the arrest has never been
attempted.

"Two years ago the daily papers of Spo
kane Falls contained sensational articles re

garding the tragedy and Manfred Engel, the
alleged perpetrator. He was described as a
dangerous outlaw, equal to the noted Jesse
James in bravery and reckless disregard of
law. His rendezvous was described as among
inaccessible caverns of Grand Coulee, where
a single man could protect himself from 300

captors. There was no truth in such stories.
The Engel ranch is about eight miles south of
Waterville, and is a pleasantly situated farm

•

home. The house is situated on a runmng
branch that comes from the mountains. and is
in all respects similar to other pioneer cabins.

•
The family have the reputation of being Ill-

offensive since their residence here, good
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neighbors and industrious. The evidence
against Manfred is most entirely circumstantial,
the only eye witness being Frank Aiken, Officer
Hubbard's assistant. The family now consists
of old Mrs. Engel, Manfred and a married
. "sIster.

The last act of this, probably the most sen
sational tragedy that had previously occurred
in eastern \Vashington. was enacted at Water
ville in the spring of 1890, when Judge Mount
dismissed the case of the State vs. Manfred
Payne. There were no witnesses to appear
against the prisoner and young Payne was
made a free man.

OVER THE COULEE WALL.

from four to 3even feet deep. Such a situation
was sufficient to appeal to the stoutest heart,
but Stubblefield seems to be endowed with an
indomitable will and he at once made an at
tempt to reach home. What he suffered may
be conjectured better than described. For four
days and three nights he struggled on, never

I sleeping, eating or seeing anyone, but all the
time aware of his position and distance from
home. To the latter fact his safety is most
probably due, for had he been at all uncertain
as to his whereabouts he would, in all prob
ability, have despaired of his escape and laid
down exhausted, never. probably, to have made
another attempt to reach a place of safety."

THE BIG BEND.
During the hard snow storm of January,

1890, Mr. J. L. Stubblefield, who then resided
on a farm west of \Vilbur, Lincoln county, had
a very exciting experience and accomplished
something which has probably never been done
before or since, namely, falling over the coulee
wall and down a distance of 150 feet. The
account of the adventure is thus told in the
Wilbur Register shortly after the occurrence:

"Mr. J. L. Stubblefield, of Lincoln. who
was reported lost, has turned up; but in a some
what b<lttered condition. He paid us a visit on .
Sunday and was somewhat amused to read an I
account of his disappearance in the paper. He I
states that he was traveling around for four I

days, the greater part of the time with only one
snowshoe, the other having been lost through
an accident. It seems that he was walking
along the wan of the coulee when, coming tc'

a place where the snow drift overhung the
wall, it broke off and fell into the coulee. a dis
tance of 150 feet, carrying him with it.
Although considerably bruised he made an ef
fort to extricate himself from the mass of
snow, and after several hours' hard work had
the satisfaction of once more seeing the blue
sky of heaven, but minus one snow shoe, still
six miles from home and surrounded by snow I

By LOUIE D. TODD.

'Tis a treasure vault of nature,
And the world its riches crave,

For the milk sucked from its bosom
Would a nation's famine save.

All the wealth of field and forest,
All the wealth of monnt and plain

Wait the stroke of blade and hammer
To yield np their golden gain.

'Tis a land that's doubly favored
By the smiling of the snn,

And the frowning of the heavens
'When the cooling rain drops come.

It nestles close beside a river
That is plnnging to the sea,

And dashing 'gainst it~ mountain barriers.
As if striving to be free.

Roll on, oh. river. to the ocean;
Tell the world what than hast seen,

Of the sweep of waving forests,
Of the rolling plain~ of green.

Tell it how you changed your jonrnal,
Swerved your course a thousand miles

To spare for men a fertile country
Where the God of nature smiles.

No other river to the ocean
Will a tale like thine unfold,

Of the wealth seen in thy travels;
Of the wealth thy borders hold;

For thy thonghts the grandeur bear.
And thy breath the sweetness breathes.
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Of the boundless fields and forests,
Of the richly laden trees;

While the lowing of the cattle,
As they suckle from thy breast,

In the falling shades of evening
Echoes on from crest to crest.

And there grows within thy roaring
All the fairest of the vine;

Luscious fruits in clusters hanging
From the north and southern clime.

Great fields of wheat in golden splendor,
\Vaving like a mighty sea,

Holding safe their precious treasure
"Till the grain shall ripened be.

Herds of cattle o'er the prairies
Vet unturned by plowman's toil,

Feed and fatten for the market
Fed from nature's seeded soil.

\Vhere nature works with freest hand,
Builds her greatest work of art,

\Vill the feeble life of man
There most smoothly play its part.

l\lan is but a part of Nature
Straying from her chosen way,

Seeking for the barren deserts
Where his truant soul can stay.

Oh, leave the dreary course you travel,
Spurn the rocky path you go,

Join again your life with Nature,
Where the fragrant flowers grow.

A HISTORIC TREE.

In the yard surrounding the residence of
Judge C. H. Neal, at Davenport, grows a tree.
Botanists know this tree under the name of
"Salix Babvlonica." To the unscientific it is-
known as the weeping willow. This tree
which graces a Lincoln county yard has a
bistory ano its pedigree is traceq back a century.

General J. B. l\-fetcalf. at one time attorney
general of \Vashington, has written an inter
esting story of this tree and its forefathers,
which is here reproduced. The story is told by
a tree now growing in General Metcalfe's yard
at Seattle, the parent of the one at Davenport.

"On the I 5th of August, I 769, in the city
of Ajaccio, on the island of Corsica, a babe
was born whose wondrous career startled and
electrified the world, for in after years that

same little being grown to its full I' na-
turity, changed the map of Europe with his
sword as if it were a magician's wand. it
was told to my parents from whom I had it.,
that when the child, Napoleon Bonaparte, was
suml1lolled into this world, his family lived in
painful poverty from the time of his birth until
his marvelous successes; that he had excelled
in mathematics at the school of Brienne, but
that his career as a penniless lieutenant with
Jacobinical tendencies was often without
credit to himself, his family or his country.
In 1795 his 'defeat of the section' in their at
tack upon the convention with a 'whiff of
grapeshot' first gave him real prominence, but
the beginning of his military triumphs was at
the siege of Toulon. From this time his star
was in the ascent, and when the brilliant and
decisive battle of Marengo laid the Ausrtians
at his feet, he became necessary to his country.

His dazzling victories made playthings of
crowns, footballs of thrones, le\'eled the barriers
of the Alps and modeled the boundaries of
Continental Europe at the behest of an im
perious will. But the splendid halo of his
military triumphs faded into the gloom of the
gigantic drama at \iIlaterloo, and soon the war
ship Northumberland brings this matchless
conqueror to our island home. on October 15,
1815. Here the proud heart of the gn~at cap
tive fretted away into death. on the .:;th d1y of
May. 1821. and Europe breathed a sigh of
relief. Borne to the grave on the shoulders
of the men who wore the uniform of the nation
he had tried in vain to subdue. he at last rested
'neath the overshadowing hranches of the
trees, who were my progenitors. and who, I
may be permitted to say. stood in the reI3tion
of grandparents to the tree which tells this
tale.

"Years have marshalled themselves into
the past and bring me to that part of my story
where I bear closer personal relation to its
incidents than heretofore. One day a great
ship of war floating a starry ensign which had
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been recognized throughout the world as the
emblem of liberty, came into harbor. The
dark blue uniforms of her officers told that
they were not of the nation which had been the
jailor of the captive conqueror. They wan
dered to the spot where the trailing branches
of my ancestors had now become famous sen
tinels, and where 'the willows weeping over
the gravc f,;lnnlec1 the ashes of the nnn for
whom Europe had been all too small.' By per
mission these gallant gentlemen carried away
to their ship some twigs from the Innging
boughs, whereat my ancestors felt much hon
ored. These scions of an already distinguished
family protected by the floating folds of that
starry flag, came to the great republic, and
with patriotic pride they soon found them
selves imbedded in the historic soil of old Vir
ginia, at the home of him who, greater than
Napoleon, could refuse a crown. They have
heard that when the colonies had so bravelv

•

contended for liberty how Vvashington had
written his name upon the very skies, where all
the world could read of the renown he had
won, not only in statecraft and war, but in the
proud eminence of an unsurpassed example of
the highest patriotism.

"Of him it had been said that 'he was first
in war, first in peace and first in the hearts of
his countrymen.'

"They listened with intense interest to the
thrilling story which began with Braddock's
defeat and ended with the surrender of Lord
Cornwallis. And now to myself. The honor
and glory which had been conferred upon my
ancestors I modestly claim is equal to the fame
and prestige acquired by the historical trees of
any country, and not only justifies the pride I
feel in them, but also in bringing my own ex
istence into notice. During the years of sus
taining this honorable position many thousands
passed us by as they visited the grave of the
great patriot. On one of these occasions a
lady and gentleman, separating themselves from
the moving throng, came and stood beneath

the overhanging branches, attracted by the lit
tle sign-board at our feet, which bore the super
scription, 'From the Grave of Napoleon Bona
parte.' The kind old gentleman of this beauti
ful domain, passing at this moment, stopped to
great them and heard their coloquy. The lady
and gentleman told how they had come from
the great western ocean. This visibly touched
the old man.. for he had been' one who had gone
\I'ith \I'hite-tented argosies which swept over
the plains in forty-nine. He was carried back
to those days of trial and danger when so many
lives had been lost in searching for phantom
fortunes. His heart warmed to the fair Cal
ifornia, and he chivalrously brought to her a
gorgeous boquet from the conservatory, and
turning to her companion asked if he could
not also give him a souvenir of their visit. Her
companion raised his arm, caught one of the
boughs which hung above them and said, 'I
would be pleased with this little slip.' Thus
you see, by a singular but pleasing and not un
romantic incident I became severed from my
parents.

"I was tenderly cared for and brought to
California and began my separate existence in
that land of flowers, but did not remain there
much more than a year. The great beauties of
Puget Sound were then attracting attention,
and like my parents I made an ocean voyage
before I found a permanent home. Great was
my pleasure when I knew I was to grow in
that commonwealth that bore the name of the
Father of His Country, and so I came to reside
in the metropolis of the northwest, the now
famous city of Seattle. Here I have grown
and flourished until my stalwart proportions
measure fifteen inches in diameter, and here for
twelve long years I have looked out upon the
western skies, have watched the storms which
have gathered upon the crest of the majestic
Olympics, and kept note of the sun as it hid
itself in the bosom of the great sea beyond.
And yet another honor has come to my dis
tinguished family. A child of mine, and a
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great grandson of the tree that shared Na
poleon's solitude is growing in the county that
bears the name of Abraham Lincoln. We are
proud, indeed, of having grown upon the soil
that :\fapoleon trod, but no honor is greater
than being permitted to grow upon soil hal
lowed by its relation to these two illustrious
.American statesmen."

SEA SERPENT IN CRAB CREEK.

An old timer of the Crab Creek country in
Lincoln county vouched for the following story
to the editor of the Odessa Record:

"It was spring time in the early 80'S. The
snow and rain caused the creek to rise at a rate
·of twelvt inches per hour, so I was compelled
to leave my shack for the highlands. In a few
~ays the water went down and I returned to
my shack. The usual lot of brush and logs of
all sizes after a freshet covered a portion of
the place. A good-sized limb resembling a birch
tree, laid with the heavy end toward the creek.
Being in need of firewood I picked up my axe
and sunk it into the tail end of what I thought
was a tree. To my surprise and horror it
started off like a whirlwind, shaking the earth
as it plunged into the stream, causing its banks
to onrflow as it surged down the creek in its
mad rush to escape further damage. About
three feet of its tail lay at my feet, which I
preserved in alcohol. Eight years afterward I
visited the Zoo Garden in Philadelphia and to
my surprise found this same snake with its
tail cut off on exhibition. It was captured
along the coast of Florida in the latter '80S.
On my return home I shipped the missing tail,
to which the management replied, 'just the
fit.' "

LOST IN A BLIZZARD.

There are few old timers of Eastern Wash
ington who have not a personal acquaintance
with Frank M. Dallam, the veteran news
paper man, who has published papers in many

of the principal towns of the state east of the
Cascade range, and who is at present the editor
and publisher of the Palmer Mountain Prospec
tor, at Loomis, in Okanogan county. In the
fall of 1882 Mr. Dallam was residing in Ala
meda county, one of the garden spots of Cali
fornia. His interest in eastern vVashington
was aroused by the descriptions of the countrv
brought to him in his California home by ;
townsman who had returned from a trip to
Cheney, to which point the Northern Pacific rail
road had then just been completed, and where
the enthusiastic Californian had arranged to
go into business. In company with this cham
pion of Cheney Mr. Dallam started north and
arrived safely in Walla Walla. From this
point the two gentleman started to drive over
land to Cheney, leaving the former place on
New Year's Day, 1883. The experience of
these two men in making the trip across Adams
county is worth perusing, and is told in the
words of Mr. Dallam as follows:

"We left the home of a stockman in the
southeastern part of Adams county very early
one morning, with the hopes of getting well
on the way to Cheney during the day, as the
roads were good and no snow on the ground.
We had got fairly started when snow com
menced falling so heavily that we could only
see a short distance ahead of the horses. Of
course we lost the trail, as it was soon obliter
ated, and drove steadily until nearly nightfall
without encountering a single sign of habitation.
Fortunately just before dark we struck the
railroad track. Further travel with the team
was out of the question. The horses were tied to
the vehicle, well blanketed and well provided
with feed, while the belated travelers started
out on foot, following the railroad track to
discover, if possible, where they were. In a
few minutes a train appeared. In response to
signal the engineer stopped, and we were taken
on board to learn that we were at a point be
tween Sprague and Ritzville, somewhat nearer
the latter place."
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A WELL OF GOLD.

People who were living in Davenport in
the spring of r897 will remember the gold ex
citement which seized the citizens on Monday,
J\Iay 24th, and held them in its grasp for
something less than 24 hours. The fever
spread rapidly and ran high while it lasted, but
subsided with the sunlight of another day.
The "find" and the subsequent excitement were
reported by the Lincoln COltllt)' Ti1lles:

"The gold was discovered in the form of
coarse dust pumped up from the bottom of
Dr. Whitney's well by Mrs. Whitney's son,
Dot, who was engaged in \vashing some plates
used in photograph work. The boy noticed
that a mineral substance resembling gold ad
hered to the smooth surface of the facings used
on pictures. The attention of others was
called to this and the mineral subjected to a
critical examination with the result that it was
declared to be gold. This was sometime dur
ing the afternoon of Monday, but it was not
until late in the evening that it was noised
around that such a discovery had been made.
Some people began to gather around the won
derful pump to examine the nuggets reported
to stream forth from the spout with the water
whenever it was set in motion. Pan after pan
of the mineralized water and gravel were
washed and examined by the light of a lamp,
and each time the naked eye could detect a yel
low sediment which all agreed was the genu
ine article.

"This was something extraordinary and
gradually a conviction began to dawn upon
some of the more excitable spirits that if they
were not actually treading upon gold-paved
streets, gold at least formed a subsoil, and at
once visions of the vellow metal with all the
wealth and splendor that the possession of a
store house of it implies began to flit across the
minds of those who stood by. It was nearly
midnight before Dr. and Mrs. Whitney were
permitted to retire, but interest did not abate

with the shutting down of the gold works at
the pump. Some of the enterprising specta
tors who had been entertaining dreams of sub
terranean caves walled up with golden treasure,
under cover of darkness began to stake out and
locate claims wherever fancy led them to think
hidden wealth lurked, so that by morning loca
tion notices decorated fences, stumps and
stakes for a distance of three miles down the
creek. Property holders when they arose in
the morning discovered that their premises had
been staked off into mining claims while they
slumbered.

"The news continued to spread around the
town during the night and some who had not
seen the washings from the well, but had heard
of what it contained, could not contain them
selves until morning, so they aroused Dr.
Whitney again at 3 o'clock, a. m., and resumed
work at the pump with the pan before starting
to make locations. By ten o'clock Tuesday
mornin, however, the excitement had about
died away, but though it was still claimed that
the gravel from the well contained some gold
colorings, there was a very general impression
that it contained a great deal that was not gold:
No development work was done on the numer
ous claims, and there seemed too be a general
disposition to turn the whole thing into a
joke."

COULEE CITY AND TALES OF THE GRAND

COULEE.

Mr. Harry Jefferson Brown writes enter
tainingly of the following incidents of life in
Washington's wondrous chasm:

He who has journeyed through the "bad
lands" of Wyoming will be forcibly reminded
of them on entering the Grand Coulee through
the gap in the wall at Coulee City. The broken
and detached masses of lava scattered about in
wild confusion, the wagon road winding in
and out among them, avoiding here and cutting
off distance there; and the ashes, dust and
alkali flying up in clouds from under the
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horses' feet if it is summer time will bring
back vivid remembrance of the conditions in
northern \Vyoming. that makes the traveler
look carefullv to his water bottle, and to caIcu--
late with as great nicety as his experience will
enable him when and where the next supply of
water will be reached. Only there is a differ
ence: Even while at the height of anxiety, there
bursts upon his view the vision of a small
earthly paradise in the form of garden and
orchard, through which runs a living spring.
Kowhere but among the contrasts of dead
ashes of a prehistoric past could such freshness
and greenery exist. The beauties of this small
watered portion of the Coulee's bottom comes
to him in startling suddenness. They stir the
emotions more surely and spontaneously than
can any other phase of nature.

And it is for reasons something like these
that Coulee City is lucky. with the luck perhaps
of \visdom. in her choice of site for a puhlic park.
You come upon it after a journey through the
gray of cinders and residue of fierce fires long
since quenched. as unexpectedly as upon an OJsis
in the desert, and with as keen a sense of pleas

'urable relief. There is an oddity in the pros
pect from this park that surely is not paralleled
else\vhere on this continent. On the one hand
you have before you extending to the horizon
a great plain, set at just ~he inclination needed
to present a distant view of each farm and
homestead. A countryside practically set on
edge for your benefit, to inspect at leisure or
examine with glass; to study a,s you would any
map. On the other hand you see the immense
chasm stretching away to the south, with the
great \vaIls, kaleidoscopic in color, merging to
gether in the distance. The veritable entrance
to Avernus, that was once as glowing with as
fierce a heat. And those wonderful walls!
How they compel attention and appeal to all
that is imaginative and to all that is in you of
the adventurous. Room here, indeed, for ad
ventures. \Vhat hairbreadth escapes of the
most thrilling note have not already occurred

on these precipitous walls. Ko great stretch
of the fancy is needed here to see, pouring over
the walls in an avalanche, countless numbers
of the wild denizens of the prairies, driven to
desperate flight by fires, sweeping like hurri
canes over the plains. Or a stampede of cattle
in the night. rushing on blindly to meet certain
destruction at the foot of the cliff. Or the co\\"
boys themselves, "'hose night songs availed
them nothing, and whose heroic efforts to head
the herd and circle them ended but too surely
in sharing the fate of their charges. This is
but fancy, however, but, were the time taken
to search out all the traditions of the Coulee,
tales of interest would surely be brought out
that would rival any told of the old pioneer
days of buffalo and Indian.

As a matter of fact there occurred but so
short a time ago as September last (190 3),
an incident within sight of Coulee City that
held as much pathos as any recorded in the
history of the frontier. Conceive this situa
tion: .-\ mother and child on a \'isit to friends
on the Coulee wall; the father in a distant
tmvn: an errand calling the mother a"'ay for
a brief time leaving the child safe and happy
\vith its companions; the return of the mother
to find the child has disappeared. strayed away
from its playmates without their noticing. The
frantic search throughout the evening and all
of the next dav. The discoverv of tinv foot-- --
prints leading directly to the precipice. The
fearful search of men, who, with ropes and
lanterns are lowered down the face of the walls
into e\'erv bench and shelf and nook and crev--
ice. dreading always to find that for which
they were looking. The journey of the father
to help in the search and console the mother.
The final discovery, almost by accident, of the
little one sleeping peacefully in a meadow
whither it had strayed far from the dangerous
Coulee \VaIl, chilled and hungry. but alive.
* * * *When that little one grows up it is
easy to see what particular interest this chasm
will hold for her.
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Jack Covert, one of the youngest pioneers
of the Big Bend beyond the Coulee, and who is
the exponent of what a young man of ambi
tion and energy can do with lava land,
can tell of a night vigil on the verge
of the Coulee wall. Though knowing
the country like a book, having riuden
the range there in the years before the ad
vent of the wire fence, when the bunch grass
was, practically, unlimited, he one night be
came lost-no difficult feat-and rode straight
for the Coulee wall. To be sure he did not do
this purposely, for Jack's prospects for the fu
ture were particularly bright, and death over
the wall was not to be welcomed. Eagle Eye,
his glasseyed cayuse, that can run down any
coyote, refused to go to horse heaven by that
route he saw the edge of nothingness in time
and balked. So Jack was compelled to remain
on the edge of the wall for the night. It being
winter and very cold, he tramped a circle in the
snow and kept moving therein throughout
what he calls the longest night he has ever
Jived. This was the prudent and prairiewise
plan. Another might have floundered about
at haphazard and so gone over the brink.

Wild Bill is from the Okanogan and has
earned his title. When a man boasts he will
race his pony full tilt straight to the edge of a
precipice and not stop loping until the pony's
forefeet are within one yard of the crack of
doom and then "makes good," he sure deserves
to be called "wild." Bill did this. If you don't
believe it he will swear to its truth. If still
doubtful he will show you the prints of his
pony's forefeet within a yard of the Coulee
wall. But better still, there are those in the
Big Bend who claim they saw him do it, and
will say so--and the Big Bend people are noted
for telling the plain, unvarnished truth and es
chewing all that savors of fairy tales. \Vhat
happened to the writer is commonplace, but
may serve to illustrate the difficulties of travel
across the Coulee:

In company with P. C. Hansen, of Mold,
64

as "pard", and guide, the trip was made over
the old Indian and Bell trails to the harvest at
Tipso, via the Coulee mouth, north, at the Co
lumbia. We had but one packhorse, a buck
skin cayuse of the siwash breed, with caba
listic markings on shoulder and quarters.
From the delicate way in which Mr. Hansen,
who is an expert, had to handle the pony while
packing, I got an idea of what a trip down the
Coulee wall might mean. The nicety of touch
necessary to pass the ropes for the diamond
hitch, and the utter gentleness necessary to use
in tightening them without the pony taking a
conniption fit, leu me to ask a few questions.

"Yes, she's sure to jump a couple of rod!>
if the pack touches anything."

"And how wide is the trail down the wall?"
"Couple of feet," he answered.
And then I wished I hadn't been curious,

for they say it is not a happy plan to shake
hands with the devil till you meet him. The
descent, however, was made in safety, although
when guide and pony disappeared down the
narrow path, slipping, sliding, scrambling,
amid a shower of loose rock, I all but bade fare
well to my "pard." The return was some
thing different. When, having climbed near
to the top of the trail, and in its worst part on
the west wall, hundreds of feet from the bot
tom of the Coulee, that siwash of a pony balked
and suddenly sat down. She kept on sitting
down, alternately swapping ends and changing
her base untii out of our sight. \Ve could judge
of her progress by the echoing sounds and spec
ulate in the nature of changing conditions of our
property on the downward path. Bet.- were'
offered and taken as to the integrity of the
pack, the strength of the cinches, the position
and durability of the saddle, the life of the
cayuse and other debatable points. All bets
were declared off when, after a toilsome hike
down to the bottom of the trail, we saw Miss
Cayuse loping gaily across the alkali flat. When
we had chased her a good and plenty my friend
ejaculated:
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"And we didn't bring the rifle."
"Why?' I asked, tenderfootedly.
'Saddle's worth more than the cayuse."
Which was so. The alkali dust, however,

was her undoing, for a thirst engendered by
breathing it drove her at last to investigate an
empty bucket in my partner's hand, and so
within the danger zone of a rope.

P. C. Hansen, a young veteran of the
Spanish-American war in the Philippines, is
typical of what a young man of brains and
energy can do when he turns his attention to
the land. Instead of squandering the savings
of a soldier's term of enlistment as too many
young men unfortunately have done. he im'ested
in a farm well adapted to fruit and grain, and
with splendid facilities for trout culture, 20

miles south of Spokane, on Rock, or Cceur
c'Alene Creek. Then he uses his citizen's
right and files a claim on a choice slice of Big
Bend prairie. He will use his soldier's privi
lege this spring to prove up and obtain title
deed to his ranch. Thrift and economy it takes
.and lots of hard work. But 'tis worth it aIL"

TALE OF THE EARLY DAYS.

"In the earlier days of the Big Bend ranges,
when there was no stock enywhere except that
belonging to the range herds and droves, there
was no likelihood of the maverick, or unbrand
ed colt, belonging to anyone but the range
ranchers. It became the established custom
to sell all unidentified stock at the close of the
Tound-up season. The stock belonged to the
ranchers, but as it was impossible to determine
who should have it. the unidentified were all
'put up and sold in a bunch; the proceeds placed
in a common fund for the maintenance of cor
rals and defraying of other common expenses.
This was the most logical and business-like
course, and is followed to the present day,
though there is now always the possibility that
some farmer nearby will appear to claim some
of the stock.

"Fifteen or thirty years ago when there
was no settlement in all that range couniry
traversed by Wilson Creek, Kenneway, Lake
and Crab Creeks, except here and there a stock
man's camp, a white man was seldom seen in
all that country with the exception of an occa
sional cowboy, and the stockmen were almost
wholly a law unto themselves. They fixed
their own customs; applied their own regula
tions. Their laws may have been somewhat
lax, but woe to the culprit caught overstepping
the fixed bounds of right and propriety. To be
sure avarice and greed sometimes goaded men
to violate these la IVS the same as any others,
but the perpetrator well knew that once caught
he would see his finish. In spite of the tradi
tional 'slick-earing,' and stories of vast wealth
accumulated on the range from no capital
whatever, these old ranchers were as honest as
could be found in any other avocation, and
their hospitality was renowned. To be sure it
has been said that all one needed to establish
a drove or a herd was a good stout pony, a
cowboy saddle, a lariat and a branding iron,
but that story is, certainly the offspring of envy
and constitutes an unmitigated slander.

"There is an old tradition of the early days
which belies that statement. One season a re
port was current to the effect that a stranger
was riding the ranges of the Kenneway and
Crab Creek, accoutred with that fabled capital
for the acquirement of stock. He possessed.
besides these necessary articles, a blanket, a
frying pan and a rasher of bacon. He must
have been some tenderfoot who had long heard
of the ease with which wealth could be ac
quired in the Big Bend and imagined that all
stock was common property. Rumor passed
from man to man that a trespasser had ap
peared and was unlawfully roping and brand
ing stock. A council of war was held and it
was decided that a mortal offense had been
committed. and that the mysterious stranger
had committed a crime worthy the death pen
alty. These men will be condemned as mur-
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derers, but they could see no other way of pre
serving the sacred right of private ownership.
If one man was allowed to appropriate what
ever he could reach it would not be long until
al1 custom would be thrown to the wind and
only anarchy would reign. What they did
may seem harsh, but those frontiersmen could
see no other means of self preservation. They
abandoned the search for horses or cattle and
inaugurated a man hunt. The same tradition
says that the interloper was found, quickly
corraIled and with few preliminaries rendered
powerless to violate regulations of the ranges
any more. Also it was said that his little "kit"
or riders's outfit was divided by lot and the
episode ended.

"Whether or not this tradition be true or
false, it serves to il1ustrate the character of the
stockmen and to indicate the spirit and prac
tices which made property secure to the owner
in the absence of courts or any other constitu
tional machinery of law."-Wilbur Register.

KILLED A BEAR ON MAIN STREET.

The town of Wilbur made vast strides dur
ing the early 90's towards becoming a city. The
Wilbur Register, always faithful to the little
town, had its columns fiIled with matter cal
culated to make outsiders believe that Wilbur
had emerged from the frontier town and was,
fast approaching the staid and quiet status of
an eastern city. The foIlowing from its issue
of December 16, 1892, however, led one to
believe that even at that late day the bears
sometimes resented the encroachment of civil
ization and wandered through the town:

"A crowd of men were seen hurrying to
and fro on Main street last Wednesday, with
here and there a gun in sight, and for a few
seconds horrible sights flashed before the
imaginary vision of those who were not in
formed as to their purpose. A lone shot was
heard in the vicinity of the Big Bend block and
as the crowd congregated at that point a

Register reporter timidly approached from the
opposite side of the street, expecting to find
the mangled remains of some dear friend, or
bank robber, cold in death. He was agreeably
disappointed. Before his gaze lay the bulky
form of a brown bear, the result of a rifle
shot from the unerring aim and keen eye of
J. M. Rose. The wild beast had been shot
in the eye. Mr. Rose afterward informed the
reporter that the eye was the safest place to
shoot a bear, as it was sure to destroy eyesight
when it failed to kiIl. Lyse Brothers, the
butchers, secured the carcass and proceeded to
dress it for use. It had been a long time since
a bear has been kiIled on Main street, and as
it is late in the season it is not likely that an
other one wiIl be seen this winter."

February 10, 1893, the Register said:
"Since the heavy snow it is not an uncom

mon sight to see a deer going through town
and almost el'ery day the boys and dogs about
town have fun with jack-rabbits which stray
within the city limits. For game, of all the
towns of the state, \Vilbur is in the lead. As
it is unlawful to kill deer at this time of the
year all that pass through are unmolested."

IN THE EARLY DAYS.

From the Wilbu.r Register: "The enor
mous grain shipments from northwestern Lin
coln county last year, and the prospect for
another large crop the present season forms
a striking contrast with the condition of the
same section eleven years ago, when I first
settled here," remarked a pioneer to the
Register the other day. (This was in July,
1894, that the pioneer told his story.) "At
that time stockraising was not onI y the princi
pal industry, but I might say the only industry
in the greater portion of this territory. I set
tled south of Wilbur, and the country at that
time was thought to be suitable for nothing
but grazing. Cattle and horses were the only
output. A few hardy vegetables were occas-
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sionally grown for home consumption, and a
little grain was raised to feed the work team
and saddle horses. The man would then have
been considered a rank enthusiast who should
Yenture the prediction that in a few years mil
lions of bushels of grain would be exported
annua IIy from the locality.

"In those days the country was new and
the neighbors were few. At that time John
Turner, H. McManis, William Hunter, T. D.
Geer and· the Harveys lived on what is now
known as 'vVheat Ridge.' The next spring came
W. H. McQuarie, I. N. Cushman, Henry Rich,
e. e. Pryor, Charles Prather, William Allen,
Charles Schroeder and A. E. McDole, and
from that time on the country was rapidly set
tled up. _-\t that period the nearest lumber
yard was thirty-five miles distant, and the set
tler had to camp out until he could secure lum
ber and build a house. Spokane Falls was the
nearest trading point, and it was sometimes
more convenient to do without needed grocer
ies than to run down to the store' and procure
them. l:ntil the Geer postoffice was estab
lished our nearest one was Brents. The first
breaking done in our settlement was by Mr.
l\kManis and Damain Wagner in r884, I be
lieve. The first threshing on the 'ridge' was
done in somewhat primitive style. Mr. Mc
Manis had raised a few acres of wheat, and
necessity, always the mother of invention,
spurred him to 'evolve a unique plan for thresh
ing. He simply stacked his grain in a little
round corral and turned his horses in to tread
it out. In 1887 the Cole Brothers, of Brents,
secured a small, second hand threshing ma
chine in the Walla Walla country; and this
was the only machine in Lincoln county for
two years, when Portch Brothers, of Sher
man, brought in a new machine. From that
time on the introduction of machinery kept
pace with the rapid progress of grain raising
until now the music of the steam thresher is
heard on every hand.

"The first header in this section was owned

by the same parties, and in the same relati I'e
order, the first being used by Cole Brothers in
r887 and Portch Brothers following shortly
after. Until grain had become the well es
tablished staple crop the squirrels, which now
cause the farmers so much trouble, and loss,
were unknown. I do not remember to have
seen a single squirrel in this region prior to
r885· The opinion of the early settlers that
the country was suitable only for grazing pur
poses appears to have been a reasonable con
clusion from the conditions then existing. Ow
ing to the lack of rain in those years eight to
ten bushels an acre was considered an average
crop. \\lith the changing needs, climatic con
ditions appear to have changed also, and the
tendency seems to be constantly toward an in
creased average rainfall and consequently
larger yields and more certainty of crops."

A MYSTERIOUS DEATH.

In the summer of r883, when there were,
probably, not over fifty inhabitants in the
whole territory of what is now Douglas coun
ty, there occurred a death which at that time
attracted earnest attention on account of the
mystery connected with it. The victim was a
man named Frazer. Frazer and Hector Pat
terson, the latter well remembered by all old
timers, had been working for the Northern
Pacific Railroad Company at Ainsworth. In
the summer of r883 these two men came to the
settlement on the north side of Badger Moun
tain, and both took claims, Mr. Frazer set
tling on the land now known as the "Billy
Wilson place." Frazer had some money due
him at Ainsworth and he received word that
a couple of his horses which had strayed away.
had wandered back to the Northern Pacific
town. He borrowed a couple of horses of
Platt Corbaley and left for Ainsworth to close
up his business there and bring back his
horses.

Arriving at Ainsworth he secured the ani-
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mals and the money due him. Having received
the mail for himself and Mr. Patterson he
started back. He made a Camp at Crounce
Island in the Columbia river and this is the
last time he was seen alive. This was in the
month of August. A Mr. Crouch found where
Frazer had camped at the horn of Moses Lake
in the Coulee. Mr. Crouch came to the Bad
ger Mountain settlement and his report of
having found Frazer's camp, who was evi
dently on his way home, alarmed his friends.
Platt Corbaley went down to Moses Lake and I
recognized the camp there as Frazer's. He r
found his own and Frazer's horses. The ani
mals had nothing on with the exception of
the pack horse, which had carried its load for
26 days. About the same time Henry Mansel
found Frazer's saddle at a point about ten
miles southeast from the camp. On the sad
dle was found some writing evidently made
with a nail, but with the aid of the strongest
magnifying glass the only word that could
be deciphered was "water." After a diligent
search Mr. Corbaley found a few bones, sup
posed to be the remains of Frazer. These were
later brought to Badger Mountain by Hector
Patterson and Jack Coby and interred.

This was the most mysterious death that
ever occurred in Douglas county, and will,
probably, forever remain a secret. Several
theories were advanced at the time. One was
that he died of thirst. Another was that he
died frOm the bite of a rattlesnake. There
was some suspicion of foul play, but there
were no clues to work on, and the mystery
still remains unsolved.

"JIM ODGERS'" FIRST PAPER. .

James Odgers, publisher of the Davenport
Tribune, is one of the pioneer publishers of the
Big Bend country. In 1889 he became the
proprietor of the Almira Journal and this is
generally supposed to have been his first ex
perience in the newspaper business in the Big
Bend.

But is was not. The year previous Mr.
Odgers and Pat Grantfie1d, now a resident
of Hartline, came to the little town of \Vater
ville from Nebraska. They came west to look
up a location in the Big Bend country, which
was that year attracting considerable attention.
During the winter of 1888 Messrs. Odgers and
Grantfield remained in Waterville waiting for
spring to open and for "something to turn up."
They made their headquarters at the office of
the Big Bend Empire, which had been estab
lished the previous winter by L. E. Kellogg.
Occasionally they assisted Mr. Kellogg 111 run
ning off the paper. In the manner Mr. Odgers
secured an insight into the printing business
and it fascinated him. It was at this point
that the idea took possession of him to be
come a newspaper man, and he has since been
continually in the business.

One day it became necessary for Mr. Kel
logg to leave town for a short period. He left
Odgers and Grantfield in charge of the office,
telling them to keep an eye on the place and
to refuse no money that might come in on
subscription. He informed them that he would
be back in time to get out the next week's issue
of the Empire. Several days passed but the
editor did not return. Heavy snows blockaded
the roads and all traffic was suspended. Publi
cation day was approaching, and not a line of
type was up for the issue. The situation looked
serious to Mr. Odgers, who was alive to Mr.
Kellogg's desire to always have the paper out

on time.
"I'll tell you what it is," he is reported to

have said to Mr. Grantfield one day, "Pat,
we'n got to get the bloomin' paper out our

selves."
The hvo Nebraskans set to work preparing

copy. Odgers had paid more attention to the
mechanical part of the business than had his
companion, and he volunteered to set the type.
In the course of time enough matter was put
into type to make a respectable showing. and
late on press day the forms were locked ..~ and
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ready for the week's run. Just as they were
about to be placed on the press Mr. Kellogg,
who managed to break his way through the
snow and reach home, came into the office.
The reader can imagine the joyful surprise of
Mr. Kellogg to find everything in readiness
for the press, when he expected to have several
days' work ahead of him before the issue could
appear. The readers can, also, imagine that Mr.
Odgers exhibi ted some little pride in this, his
first newspaper venture. A feeling of satis
faction prevailed among all concerned.

But something was wrong. Mr. Kellogg
realized this so soon as he glanced at the forms
to see what had transpired in the little city
during his absence and, possibly, to correct any
error that might have been made by the less
experienced printer. The feeling grew on him
that something was decidedly wrong. At first
hec ould not make out what it was. Then it
dawned on him. In setting the type Mr. Od
gers had begun at the opposite end of the com
posing stick from which he should, although
the nicks on the type were placed outward, as
was proper. This, of course made the type read
as does a printed page, instead of negatively
as it should. Just what Mr. Kellogg said when
he realized that not only would the forms have
to be reset, but that the type already set would
have to first be distributed on account of the
scarcity of the little metals will never be printed.
Matters were finally adjusted, however, and the
Empire came out only a few days late.

This was James Odger's first newspaper.
But he has printed a lot of most excellent ones
since that time.

A. L. ROGERS' GOLD MINE.

HAil is not gold that glitters," is a very old
saying, but it was not until a few years ago
that A. L. Rogers, of Waterville, Douglas
county. found this to be true. The story is told
by the Big Bend Empire:

H\Vhen A. L. Rogers entered the field as a J

perpetrator of practical jokes he probably did
not think the joker would so soon become the
victim. He had a sample of ore from the
Entiat. Peter Friesinger offered to test it for
him. While pulverizing it Peter added a lib
eral supply of gold paint and prepared 'amal
gam' to separate the gold. When water was
turned upon the mass it looked like a panful of
gold. Mr. Rogers dipped his finger in, with
drew it covered with glittering wealth, and
yelled at Milt Mowe:

H'My God, Milt, there's millions in it r
"The Klondike looked like thirty cents badly

stacked. He plunged his hands in, and as he
held them up there floated· through his mind
visions of a financial revolution. His thumb
represented the eclipse of J. P. Morgan. A
glimpse of his forefinger made him decide to
offer Rockefeller a job as special manager.
Before the revelations of his middle finger the
steel trust faded into inoccuous desuetude.
The other two retired all the greenbacks. The
drippings on his palms drove the Bank of Eng
land out of business. Another plunge brought
him back to earth with a sensation of pity for
the comparative failure of Napoleon, Cecil
Rhodes, and the Czar of Russia. For about an
hour he founded empires and, like Alexander,
was sighing for more worlds to buy. Just as
he was about to light his cigar with a note for
$1,000 drawing twelve per cent. interest with
first class real estate security, H. B. Creel tried
to call his attention to their horse deal. This
was too small to consider till Creel handed him
an open envelope of the dry paint. One g-lance
at that, another at the brilliant mass in the
pan, and the spell was broken. Could the poet
Milton have a resurrection his pen might do
justice to a modern 'Paradise Lost.' But no
other can. Still, Rogers says he will yet get
even with Friesinger and Creel."

CHURCH SERVICES IN A SALOON.

The Big Bend Empire of March I, r888,
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tells of an interesting religious meeting held in
a saloon in Waterville, as follows:

"To the average eastern person there is a
horror of the rough society of the frontier.

. But as an illustration of the hospitality and
liberality of the 'Wild West,' Waterville furn
ishes a good instance. Elder F. White arrived
in town a few days ago and proposed holding
a series of religious meetings. For some rea
son the usual place for such services was oc
cupied, and Josh Clary, our enterprising and
liberal merchant and liquor dealer, offered his
place as a house of worship, which offer was

readily accepted and services announced. At
the appointed time the house was as full as
could be seated on hurriedly improvised
benches. The congregation was not such as
ordinarly finds its "'ay to the cushioned sanctu
ary, but were mostly weatherbeaten men with
a goodly sprinkling of cowboys as could be
detected from their clanking spurs and som
brero hats. When services commenced heads
\vere uncovered, smoking ceased and the most
respectful attention was paid until the conclu
sion, when one arose and in a few telling words
proposed 'that we rustle the old man a few
dollars.' Nearly every man went into his
pocket for a two or a four bit piece with a grace
that prompted the mental conviction that after
all, true christianity is not wholly confined to
edifices with the tallest steeples, and that be
neath the roughest garment there may throb
the noblest heart."

LOST BETWEEN THE COULEES.

The following account of a trip through
Douglas county during the winter of 1889-90
was written by Luther P. Query two years after
the experience narrated:

\Vinter before last there were two of us,
my friend Randall and myself. Our outfit
consisted of a light buggy and two horses, or
I should say, cayuses. Despite the gently fall
ing snow that morning when we struck out

from near the present site of Coulee City, the
atmosphere was in a manner speaking quite
clear, and we expected the storm would cease
entirely as the day advanced. But when he
reached the top of the hill it showed no sign
of abating, having increased, if anything, and
it became foggy. At that time the stage peo
ple had not erected their monumental sentinels
of rock along the road and so with diffculty
we began picking our way.

My companion said he knew the lay of the
land and was confident we could make it across
Moses Coulee shortly after noon safely enough.
The storm increased. There were already
about ten inches of snow on the ground. much
more than lay in the coulee when \\'e started.
The ponies kept pulling to one side ot avoid
the storm and as the wheels struck the rough
bunch grass Randall would pull them back
again. For a time after one of these attempts
everything seemed to go smoothly, then sud
denly the jolting recommenced. Randall
pulled one way and another, but no use. Then
he got out and searched about, and still he
could find no trace of the furrowed tracks.
\Ve had, evidently, been out of them for so!.!?
distance. \Ve had lost the road. Meanwhile
the snow was falling more heavily and th~ wind
had become stronger and uncertain. We
turned on our back track.

"It may clear up after this," remarked Rar..
dall.

I thought it was a queer prospect. but I
hoped it would, for to me the situation was
becoming dubious and entirely uninviting. \\'e
followed back for, perhaps. a quarter oj a mi]e
or more. The wind continued whipping
around fitfully, now destroying our tracks al
most as rapidly as they were made. We could
find nothing of the road.

"\Vhat now?" I asked. shivering.
"\Ve must be half way over, and will be apt

to strike the road directly," said Randall.
"Let's head west and go on."

\Ve did so, at least as best we could find
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out. I looked at my watch. It was twenty
minutes past eleven. So dense and blinding
,\'as the snow that the lay of the land over
\\-hich we were traveling could hardly be dis
tinguished a rod ahead of the team. Anyone
who has been out in such weather kno\ys how it
is, You can't tell which is up and which is
down hill, only as you pass over it. Sometimes
the wheeling was quite smooth and sometimes
\\'e bumped up against rocks or sage brush and
had to back off to avoid and get around them.
Once, in passing over a sharp and unforseen
declevity the buggy tipped so far over that I
was thrown out. Then the team plunged into
a deep snow drift and came near breaking the
tongue in floundering about.

Thus for three hours we kept going, walk
ing and riding by turns. At a quarter of two
we stopped long enough to feed the ponies a
small measure of oats we happened to have
along. \Ve had nothing for ourselves, so we
trotted about and swung our arms vigorously
to keep warm. Then we started again. Three
oclock, half-past three and four o'clock came
on, and soon night and murky darkness, I was
worn out walking but I dared not ride much
because of the cold, The horses made attempts
to break away and run, then to stop, neigh un
easily and tremble. This failed to add to
spirits, especially mine, in the least. I don't
know how Randall felt, but I began to feel that
by another day all ,,'auld be over with us. I
was losing hope. The storm increased in fury
and the cold became more stinging and intense,
1\1y overcoat felt to me like a sheet of ice and
Randall looked like a walking icicle. I dreaded
to part with the horses, but suggested that we
unhitch and let them go for themselves,

"1'\0. let us both get in and go a little fur
ther." replied Randall.

\Ve patted the horses encouragingly, then
got in and started. The gloom of night, the
raging storm, and the cold was awful-terrible.
The horses wanted to trot; Randall allowed
them. \Ve had, evidently, struck where the

snow had been blown off and was shallower.
They increased to a gallop. Suddenly-and
how suddenly! Great horrors! To stop was im
possible! A chasm of black, fathomless dark
ness yawned beneath us.

"My God!" gasped Randall, "the coulee
walls !"

Over, downward we phnged! Death \yas
my only thought. Crash! Chug! And we
seemed buried in snow. Then a ray of light
flashed over and upon us. I thought it was the
light of another world. A vision appeared
an angel. Yes, an angel in night shirt-or
night robes-what a sight! Then I began to
realize. My senses were returning.

"Maria," I heard the spectre say, "I'll be
blessed if somebody ain't went an' driv plum
over our house."

And sure enough, so we had. It was a
dugout in the bank of a small draw. The
yawning chasm was a ten foot spot in front
of the cabin, and our team and buggy plunged
clean over it into a huge snow drift. \Ve were
six miles from the top of the Grand Coulee hill
and perhaps three from where we lost the road
so many hours before.

CASTLE ROCK.

A person who has made him home on the
prairies of Minnesota, says the Coulee City Re
view, as he stands on the brink of the precipice
a short distance from Castle Rock, just south
of Coulee City, and looks down is filled \yith
awe and admiration at the beauties of nature
that are spread out far below him. There he
sees a huge basin bounded on all sides by per
pendicular walls of rock several hundred feet
high, so straight and even that it is hard to
believe they were not fashioned by the hand
of man.

Two little lakes, reflecting the colorings
of the sky, appear to be just below one. And
off a little farther, near one side of the basin,
is Castle Rock, grand and majestic, towering
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above the highest walls that bound the basin.
Castle Rock viewed from this point looks like
a picture of one of Sir vValter Scott's castles
of the olden time, and seems to be guarding
the little kingdom in which it is situated. Some
one has built a pile of rocks on top for a
chimnev, and this adds to the illusion. As one

•

stands above the little lake he is seized with a
desire to toss a rock over and see it splash in
the water below. He picks up a rock as large
as his fist and gives it a toss. It apparently
startes for the center of the lake, but as it
descends it appears to be drawing in toward
the wall, and when it strikes it is not near
the lake. The body of water which seems to
be just below one, is in reality several hundred
feet away.

GRAND COC'LEE.

TVilbur Register: Indian legends are num
erous in the great state of Washington and
the Grand Coulee country has its share of these
stories. Many years ago, according to a story
told by an Indian brave, the lakes in the Grand
Coulee contained monster sea animals which
sported around in the water all seasons of the
year. This old liar of an Indian tells that his
great-grandfather at one time had an en
counter with these sea monsters and during
tlie battle, which lasted three days, no less than
thirteen stalwart sons of the tribe lost their
lives. The water was colored a deep red with
the blood of the luckless warriors and the
slaughtered sea monsters, and remained in that
state for years and years. In fact, the shore
of the lake in question was dyed a beautiful
carmine and in many places remains in that
condition to this day.

Of course this story is the result of an
imaginative and superstitious brain. However.
it is claimed by several army officers who in
the early days used to hunt in the coulee, that
the bones of strange animals were occasionally
found in the mire along certain lakes in the
Grand Coulee.

THE BLOOD-THIRSTY COYOTE.

Anyone who has lived in the Big Bend
country of Eastern V'iashington for any length
of time knows more or less of that much de
spised (but never feared) animal. the coyote.
A new-comer from the east, even at this late
day, might be freely excused for not feeling
exactly comfortable should he find himself
alone on the prairie some dark night, and, ap
parently, surrounded by a howling pack of
wild animals, which one could imagine bear
ing down on him, as he might have read of the
terrible Russian wolf doing. That is, to qual
ify the statement, he might be excused had he
not been enlightened concerning the habits of
the coyote.

But we are credibly informed that in the
early days of the Big Bend's history these
animals were far more numerous than at pres
ent, and the nights were, certainly, made
hideous by the howling "varmints." In the
then unsettled condition of the country a
stranger might be readily excused for enter
taining fears if placed in the condition of the
gentleman described in the following remin
iscence by Mrs. James Gordon Bennett, of
Ritzville:

"As we have no Indian story to relate,
perhaps ]'vlr. ScilUler's introduction to coyotes
will not be out of place. In early days Messrs.
Schuler, Smith and another gentleman whose
name we have forgotten (they were recently
from Pennsyh·ania). started out from Ritzville
one morning in search of land. They wandered
around all day. Kight came on and they made
the discovery that they did not know where

I they \"ere. They were both tired and hungry,
having had no food nor anything to drink
throughout the day. Their feet were blistered,
heads aching, and hearts longing for the green
fields of Pennsylvania, far away. In this
condition they were about to surrender to the
inevitable and pass the long night on the
prairie, when one of the party espied a light
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in the distance. Mr. Smith and his friend
thought that by heroic effort they might walk
to the light, but Mr. Schuler said, 'No, I never
can walk there; I'll tell you what to do. Go
to the house, get a wagon and come back for
me. If it was to save my Ii fe I could not
walk there. I am completely exhausted.'

"So they left him with the understanding
that about the time he thought they might be
returning he would call occasionally to them,
as they were fearful they might not be able
to locate his \vhereabouts in the darkness. On
their arri val at the house they found the family
sitting down to supper. They related their
tale of woe. and the man of the house in
formed them that he would accompany them
so soon as. he had finished his meal. Imagine
their surprise when, going to the barn they
discoyered Mr. Schuler in the yard. The gen
eral exclamation was, 'You here! How did
you get here?'

"'\Vell,' replied Mr. Schuler, 'after you
left me the wolves began to howl; they were
all around me; I thought they would deyour
me; I forgot all about my feet and ran as fast
as I could. I tell you I thought my time had
come.' "

JIM'S REPORT.

:Many good stories are told of the early
days in Eastern Washington when the cowboy
was in his glory. A good one was related to
the f;VashtuclIa Enterprise, some few years
ago, by Judge Joseph Thomas, of Walla Walla.
In the early days he was a cowboy foreman on
the Big Bend range. Now, one of the most
serious labors of a foreman was connected with
the quarterly report. Here is one, which Judge
Thomas avers he received from the Big BenJ
range in palmy days before any railroads had
reached the country, and when the settlers
were few and far between; when the cattle
men had dominion over the land;

"Deer Sur:-W e have branded Soo caves
this round-up \Ve have made sum hay, Potatos

is a fare crop. That Inglishman you left in
charge at the other camp got to fresh and we
had to kil him. Nuthin much has happen since
)'U left yours truly Jim."

FIRST ADAMS COUNTY STRAWBERRIES.

A. S. Elder told the following in regard to
early days in Adams county to the Washtucna
EntcrprisC'. in January, 1903:

"I f I am not mistaken the first furrow
plowed on Rattlesnake Flat, and in fact in this
section of the country, was plowed by myself.
It was IS years ago, and I remember very dis
tinctly about my first crop. I had in between
four and five acres of wheat, and during the
summer I went over in the Dayton country to
get a grub stake for the winter. Russell Brake
field made a proposition to me that he should
harvest my wheat on shares, and I willingly
took him up, giving one-half. There was no
machinery here then, not even a scythe, and he
pulled the wheat up by the roots. My share,
straw. roots and all. amounted to ele\'en sacks,

"It was about this time that the first exper
iment was made trying to raise strawberries.
Uncle \\Till Martin and I liye(1 near each other
and \\'e each had a patch of strawberries..-\ fter
the berries began to ripen. and there ,,'as about
a quart in all on my yines. my wi fe and I
walked over one Sundav afternoon to call on
Uncle Will and wife. Of course he took us
out to view his strawberries. There was, per
haps. a pint on all of his vines and Uncle Will
carefully removed the lea\'es under which he
kept his berries concealed and discoursed glo'''
ingly upon their size and beauty, but his ho,
pitality did not go to the extent of offering any
of these berries. A sample all around would
have stripped his vines. After spending a very
pleasant afternoon with Uncle \\'ill and his
amiable wife we all walked back to my place.
and of course I had to show him my strawber
ries, I knew where everyone of them was lo
cated, and could ha\'e picked out the exact rest-
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ing spot of all the large ones in the dark. I
picked several of the largest and ripest berries
and offered them to Uncle Will to sample. My
liberality almost. staggered him.

"'Why, surely, you don't have enough to
eat?' he exclaimed in astonishment. 'Certainly,
I said, 'V/e have had them until we are tired
of them.'

"His astonishment was beyond all descrip
tion, and he made no attempt to conceal it.
After silently meditating a few minutes he
remarked, 'vVell, AI, your ground was plowed
a year earlier than mine.'

"After he found out how I had lied to him,
and that we hadn't e\'en tasted a strawberry, to
say nothing of having them for table use, it
was sometime before I had anything to say to
him about my strawberry crop."

RECESSIONAL.

"Vritten by A. T. GREENE, of Waterville, "Vash.

The moon shines bright 'round the old house tonight
Standing all alone upon the hill;

And if you'll hearleen you'll find it has a voice
Though it seems so silent and so still.

Oh, it's lonesome now in these old deserted rooms
Erstwhile so cheerful and so bright,

And on the winds that are sighing through the halls
Comes a voice to you all tonight.

CHORUS:

Goodbye, Oh, my children,
As you go on your way

We will sing one song for the pleasant times we've had
Together for many, many a day.

Some four years ago you came to live with me;
Only boys and girls were you then.

I used to laugh at your stern and wrinkled brows
O'er some problem far beyond your ken.

Many hard knocks I have seen you take since then,
And many sad hours you have passed,

Many bright hopes looking forward to the day
That has corne to you all at last.

CHORUS.

As you go forth to join the moving throng
That's ever toiling up life's road,

With hearts and hands then do your duty well,
And so cheerfully bear your load.

That when by and by the summons comes to join
The class that has passed over the way,

May you hear the Master say "Well done,"
Upon the grand commencement day.

CHORUS.

COMMENCEMENT HYMN.

Dedicated to Class '904, Waterville High School,
By A. T. GREENE.

Alter Alteri, Omncs Deo.

To Thee, 0 God, our youth we bring
Our choicest gift. our greatest prize,

And unto Thee, our Lord and King
We pray accept our sacrifice.

May they remember Thee, their God,
Now in the joyous days of youth,

Grow strong beneath life's chastening rod,
In ardent, holy zeal for truth.

Grant them of manhood's high emprise
To follow where the trnth may lead,

And by its altar stairs to rise,
On stepping stones of thought and deed.

Grant them a woman's gentle hand,
To calm the fevered brow of care,

Dispel the sadness of the land,
And plant the Rose of Sharon there.

So may they live to bless their kind,
With helpful deeds, with graces rare,

Corne to these lives, Oh. love, divine,
And set thy royal signet there.

ACROSS THE BIG BEND IN 1856.

George VV. Miller, who took part in the
Indian war of 1856-6, as a member of Com
pany H, of the First Regiment of Oregon
Mounted Volunteers, and who has been a resi
dent of Columbia and Garfield counties since
August, 1860, gives a \"ery interesting account
of a march across a portion of the Big Bend
country in the campaign of 1856. Mr. Miller
says:

"I well recollect the surroundings of the
Oregon Mounted Volunteers' camp on Mill
creek, at the place where the city of Walla
Walla now stands, at the beginning of the year
1856. At that time it was a bleak, cold, dreary
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looking place, with but little timber or brush
near. The snow was eight inches deep and
the mercury twenty degrees below zero.

"The principal part of our diet during the
winter was meat and potatoes. This was good
enough and we had no complaint to make until
our potatoes were gone and our beef began to
get blue. Then we began to feel blue and would
have kicked had we been in kicking distance of
the authorities who sent us there; but we were
not. Our famous march was made from Pa
louse Falls to Priest Rapids, under a scorching
sun, a distance of 90 miles, with only two water
ing places and these were springs so thorough
ly impregnated with alkali that our horses
would not drink the water that flowed from
them. Our food was horse meat with a hand
ful of flour to make an occasional pot of horse
soup. Arriving at the second alkali spring we
pulled out a few dead horses, and then when
the hair quit boiling up it was ready for use.

Here my first pot of horse soup was made from
the shank of a horse boiled in alkali water half
an hour, then a handful of flour stirred in to
thicken it. But this soup wasn't good; we re
ceived no nourishment from it.

"By the time we reached Priest Rapids
most of the boys were afoot, some carrying
their guns, saddles and blankets on their backs,
hoping to find a cayuse pony on which they
could ride. From here we took up our line of
march for Walla Walla, hoping there to find
something better to eat. This campaign was
made through a country that had not a thing
to forage for, but the cayuse horses, and most
of them too poor to skin. 'When we found
plenty of them we shot them down and took
their liver and heart to eat, that being more
easily masticated than the flesh of the poor
animals; and then it did not have that dirty,
sweaty, saddle blanket taste that the poor
horse had.

CHAPTER m.

LIEU·LAND LITIGATION.

Allusion has been made in another portion
of this part of the History of the Big Bend to
what are technically known as the "lieu-lands."
Perhaps Whitman county was the most vitally
interested in this important question, but it
practically affected all the counties traversed
by the Northern Pacific railway, and occa
sionally some not reached by that road. Thus
it chances that Lincoln, Adams and Franklin
counties become interested sections in the liti
gation which followed the passage of the lieu
land act.

Briefly the conditions were these: July 2,

1864. the original grant was passed by con
gress providing for a statutory withdrawal
from sale or from homestead entry all odd sec-

tions within defined limits so soon as a railway
line of general route had been determined. In
Washington Territory this provision became
effective when the map of July 30, 1870, was
filed and approved. This map showed the line
as entering the Territory of Washington near
the southeast corner, about ten miles north of
the Oregon line; thence running nearly due
west to the confluence of the Walla Walla and
Columbia rivers; thence along the course of the
Columbia to about the first range line west of
the Willamette principal meridian; thence
north to the point where the international boun
dary line first touches the tide waters of the
Pacific ocean.

Another map was filed February 16, 1872 ,
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by the Northern Pacific Railway Company.
In transmitting the same its president stated
that it was a "map of the preliminary line oi the
road of this company from the Red River of
the North to the Columbia at the mouth of the
WalIa WalIa riYer." He also reqnested with~

drawal of alI odd numbered sections of land
along said line. and the acting commissioner of
the general land office (::Mr. Curtis) directed
the register and receiver at WalIa 'WalIa to
withhold odd sections within forty-mile limits
of this amended line, and to increase the price
of land in alI e\'en numbered sections to two
dolIars and a half per acre. This new line en
tered the Territory at a point about one hun
dred and eight miles north of that at which the
line designated by the map of 1870 crossed the
easthern boundary. Running thence in a gen
eral southwesterly direction, it joined the Co
lumbia opposite the mouth of the \lValla WalIa
river as in the line of 1870. It should be men
tioned that this was a second map of general
route, and that in ordering withdrawal in ac
cordance with it, the acting commissioner pro
ceeded without instructions from the depart·
ment of the interior.

It will certainly be apparent to alI that in
permitting this second withdrawal an act of in
justice was committed. A map of general
route is filed in 1870 and withdrawals in ac
cordance with it made. Homestead sections ,
on odd sections are prohibited and the price
of even sections is doubled. Then, after many
have purchased lands at the advanced price, the
entire route is changed and another eighty
mile belt is established. Surely this was an
erroneous manner in which to consen'e the in
terests of immigrants or to encourage the set
tlement of the country.

This advances us to 1873. By way of
comment it may be said that when congress
granted to the Northern Pacific Railway Com
pany alI the odd sections of land for forty miles
on each side of its track in territories, and for
twenty miles in states. from St. Paul and Du-

luth to Puget sound, and to the tide water on
the Columbia river, :t was not supposed that
any amount of these lands would be occupied
in advance of those acts of the company which
were necessary to have the lands withdrawn
from settlement. Experience soon proved the
error this assumption. "Westward the Star
of Empire" had taken its way. The few scat
tering settlers had become

"The first low wash of waves where soon
Shall roll a human sea."

Immigration was not content to remain
behind the slowly marching iron rails. Con
sequently when the railway company applied
for a title to its lands the Government awoke
to the fact that thousands of acres had been
settled upon under the general land la\\'s. To
reimburse the company for such heavv losses-congress passed an act granting it other lands
in lieu of those already occupied by settlers,
which lands might be selected within a strip
ten miles on each side of the original grant.
This act was approved by the president of the
United States October 14, 1873.

October 14, 1880, the Northern Pacific
Railway Company filed its map of definite lo
cation, according to which the line was to enter
Washington Territory some miles south of
the point established by the map of 1872.
Withdrawals of odd-numbered sections for
forty miles on each side of this definite line
were ordered. More than this. The com
pany was permitted to select lands between the
forty-mile limit lines and lines established ten
miles further from their road. In making their
selections the company laid claim to many

. acres of land in various counties which had
been located upon and improved by bona-fide
settlers.

The leading case of the entire contest was
that of the Northern Pacific Railway Company
vs. Guilford MilIer, the defendant being a resi
dent near Almota, in Whitman county. :\f.r.



Miller's land was without the railway limits
of the map of 1870, within those of the map of
1872, and was, also, more than forty, but less
than fifty miles from the line of definite loca
tion. It was, therefore, reserved by the order
of the acting commissioner in 1872, and was
also within the lieu lands belt. It was selected
by the railroad company as a portion of its
indemnity land, and suit was brought to have
Mr. :Miller's entry canceled.

As illustrating the depth of interest taken
in this litigation by the federal government,
and as tersely exhibiting the principle involved,
we quote in full a letter transmitted by Presi
dent Cleveland to L. Q. C. Lamar, at that
period secretary of the interior:

EXECUTIVE MANSION.

Washington, D. c., April 28, 1887.
To the Secretary of the Interior, Washing

ton, D. C.
Dear Sir :-1 have examined with much

care and interest the questions involved in the
conflicting claim of Guilford Miller and the
Northern Pacific Railway Company to cer
tain lands in Washington Territory. The legal
aspectes of the case have been examined and
passed upon by several officers of the govern
ment, who do not agree in their conclusions.

Miller claims to be a settler upon the land
in question, whose possession dates from 1878.
He alleges that he has made substantial im
provements upon this land, and cultivated the
same, and it appears that he filed his claim to
the same under the homestead law, on the
29th of December, 1884.

The railroad company contends that this
land is within the territory or area from which
it was entitled to select such a quantity of
public land as might be necessary to supply
any deficiency that shall be found to exist in
the specified land mentioned in a grant by the
government to said company in aid of the
construction of its roads, such deficiency be
ing contemplated as likely to arise from the
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I
paramount right of private parties and settlers
within the territory embracing said granted
lands and that the land in dispute was selected
by the company on the 19th day of December,
1883. A large tract, including this land, was
withdrawn by an order of the interior depart
ment from sale, and from pre-emption and
homestead entry in 1872, in anticipation of the
construction of said railroad and a deficiency
in its granted lands. In 1880, upon the filing
of a map of definite location, the land in con
troversy, and much more which has been so
withdrawn, was found to lie outside the limits
which included the granted land; but its with
drawal and reservation from settlement and
entry under our laws was continued upon the
theory that it was within t~le limits of the in
demnity lands which might be selected by the
company as provided in the law making the
grant.

The legal points in the controversy turned
upon the validity and effect of the withdrawal
and reservation of this land and the contin
uance thereof. The attorney general is of
the opinion that such withdrawal and reserva
tion were at all times effectual, and that they
operate to prevent Miller from acquiring any
interest in or right to the land claimed by
him.

vVith this interpretation of the law, and the
former order and action of the interior de
partment, it will be seen that their effect has
been the withdrawal and reservation since
1872 of thousands, if not millions, of acres
of these lands from the operation of the land
laws of the United States, thus placing them
beyond the reach of our citizens desiring under
such laws to settle and make homes upon the
same, and that this has been done for the bene
fit of a railroad company having no fixed, cer
tain, definite interest in such lands.

In this manner the beneficent policy and in-

I
tention of the government, in relation to the
public domain, has for all these years to that
extent been thwarted. There seems to be no
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evidence presented showing how much, if any,
of this vast territory is necessary for the ful
fillment of the grant to the railway company;
nor does there appear to be any limitation of
the time within which this fact should
be made known and the corporation obliged
to make its selection. After a lapse of
fifteen years this large body of public
domain is still held in reserve, to the
exclusion of settlers, for the convenience
of a corporation beneficiary of the gov
ernment, and awaiting its selection, though it
is entirely certain that much of this reserved
land can never be honestly claimed by said
corporation.

Such a condition of the public land should
no longer continue. So far as it is the re
sult of executive rules and methods these
should be abandoned; and so far as it is a
consequence of improvident laws, these should
be repealed and amended. Our public domain
is our national wealth, the earnest of growth
and the heritage of our people. In the case
under consideration I assume that there is an
abundance of land within the area that has
been reserved for indemnity, in which no citi
zen or settler has legal or equitable interest,
for all purposes of such indemnification of
this railroad company if its grant has not al
readv been satisfied. I understand, too, that-
selections made by such corporation are not
complete and effectual until the same have
been approved by the secretary of the interior,
or unless they are made, in the words of the
statute, under his direction.

You have thus far taken no action in this
matter and it seems to me that vou are in, .
condition to deal with the subj ect in such a
manner as to protect this settler from hard
ship and loss.

I transmit herewith the papers and docu
ments in the case, which were submitted to me
at my request.

GROVER CLEVELAND.

In 1888 the Guilford Miller case came be
fore Secretary Vilas for trial. ~otwithstand

ing the opinion of the at.torney general that
Miller's entry should be cancelled, the secre
tary decided that the withdrawal in accord
ance with the map of 1872 was void. He said
that when the statutory withdrawal had been
once exercised it was exhausted and could not
be taken advantage of a second time; that
therefore the amended map was without au
thority in law.

Though this decision secured to Mr. Miller
his right to the land and was a decided victory
for the many other settlers similarly situated it
did not end the controversy. "One swallow
does not make a summer," and the company
would not yield its claim on account of one
defeat. The vexatious uncertainty concerning
titles continued to disturb the minds of the
lieu-landers. In 1893, in the memorable case
of Charles Cole vs. the Northern Pacific Rail
way Company, a detennined effort was made
by the defendant corporation's counsel to have
the Guilford case overruled. Bur in an elabor
ate decision, the then secretary of the interior,
Hoke Smith, sustained the rulings of secre
tary Vilas, and the lieu-land contest, so far
as \iVhitman county was concerned, was con
sidered as practically determined.

Not so, however, The Northern Pacific
Railway Company appealed to the l:nited
States circuit court, and finally to the federal
supreme court. But everywhere the Guilford
Miller decision and the decisions following it
were sustained. Nevertheless each case from
the various counties in \Vashington involved
in these contests had to be tried on its own
merits. Even those who had obtained United
States patents to lieu lands could not rest se
cure, as a reversal of the rulings under which
they had been issued might invalidate their
deeds. One by one the cases, like wounded
snakes, "dragged their slow lengths along"

j through the state departments and courts, the
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company fighting with ability and vigor, and
with heart-sickening tenacity; the settlers con
tending for their hard-eamed homes with equal
firmness.

To sum up in syllabus the status of the
lieu-land cases at this point, it would appear to
be about as follows: By the decisions referred
to it was decided that bona fide settlement on
odd-numbered sections within indemnity limits
prior to 1885 would give the land to the set
tlers. But a case in which settlement was made
subsequent to that date, in March, 1898, was
decided against the settler, and his filings re
fused. The effect of this was to recognize the
validity of the company's selection of 1885,
and consequently to take from the numerous
claimants who had made entries subsequent to
the said selection both their lands and the valu
able improvements thereon. To prevent such
hardship and loss, congress passed an act pro
viding that in cases in which railroad lieu-lands
were held by bona fide settlers under color of

title or claim of right under any law of the
United States or any ruling of the land de
partment, the company might relinquish its
claim and select lands in lieu thereof wherever
it could find an equal amount not mineral or
reserved and free from valid adverse claims.
Altr.ough this is the substance of the act there
are other provisions, but not so germane to the
question at issue. This statute was introduced
and pushed by Senator John L. Wilson, and
carried as a rider to the Sundry Civil Appro
priation bill. To the settlers it proved a boon
of incalculable worth, saving them the expense
and anxiety of prolonged litigation and in
some instances, perhaps, the loss of their homes.
Critics of the measure contend that it was of
still more benefit to the railroad company, in
asmuch as it permitted their selection of tim
ber lands much more valuable than the agric:ll
tural lands relinquished. But is is far from
the province of this work to attempt to deter
mine the truth or falsity of this assertion.


